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A Note It’s never too early to share the lessons of nature! We hope you'll take time to sit down with your 

children, grandchildren or a young friend and read the verse aloud before the crayons are put to the 

page. Use the additional information below to help older kids understand some of the complex 

to Adults environmental problems society faces and to spark a lifelong appreciation of the beauty and mystery of 

the natural world. 

Page 2: Human actions can Page 5: Like many other fish Besides being a major artery for take responsibility for keeping 

have long-term consequences in and wildlife species, brook, commerce in the U.S., the the feeder filled (or, if they’re 

the environment: Wisconsin’s brown and rainbow trout need Mississippi is an important river —_ too small to reach, to let you 
stable peregrine falcon popula- certain environmental conditions for waterfowl, fish, mollusks and —_ know when it should be filled.) 

tion declined in the 1950s and to survive and flourish: Cold mammals. Dams and regular A bird feeder turns the dining- 

’60s from the effects of DDT, an _ water, plenty of oxygen, dredging have changed the room window into a front-row 
agricultural pesticide that undercut banks and other places physical makeup of the river, in seat for watching nature in 

becomes more highly concen- to hide and rest, gravel beds for essence turning it intoa series of —_ action. 

trated with each link in the food spawning and abundant supplies _long lakes, or pools. Many bird ‘ 

chain (from plants, to plant- of insects and smaller fish ae species can adapt to a Page 12: Children should 

eating insects, to insect-eating food. Many state conservation change in their environment, but Ls Bi a ou Sur food os 

birds, to bird-eating falcons). clubs help the Department of some can’t, and we threaten their dice on aac remld is 

DDT was banned in the U.S. in Natural Resources maintain and very existence by our actions. i pad = aon oe some u 
1972 but residues remain in the improve habitat on Wisconsin’s P. i : eee ute age 
Sayan 2,500 trout streams; they age 9: Although kids may instance, has wild ancestors. 

An endangered species, welcome young members who find winter a dull en com- Wild turkeys, once native to 

peregrine falcons have been are curious about fishing and the pared to summer, there’s sal Wisconsin, were an important 

reintroduced successfully in oarocns: plenty of activity outdoors! Take —_ food source for Indians and 

downtown Milwaukee, where the e a hike in the snow and look for settlers. Increased agriculture 

tall concrete and stone buildings Page 6: Horicon Marsh, a deer, rabbit, raccoon, pheasant, and logging led to the clearing of 

mimic high cliffs, the birds’ 32,000-acre wildlife area in chipmunk and other animal oak forests — the turkey’s 

historic habitat, After spotting Dodge County, is the largest tracks. Some animals have primary habitat —and by 1881 

prey with its keen eyes, the pere- cattail marsh in North America special defenses against the cold: _ the species had disappeared from 

grine begins a stoop — a stream- and a fall rest stop for over Woodchucks and ground the state. Wisconsin’s largest 
lined dive with tail and wings 250,000 Canada geese en route squirrels hibernate; black bears game bird has been reintroduced 

Pe idediand feet back ttie to their wintering grounds in fall into a deep sleep (not so deep _ successfully in recent years 

peregrine hits its prey (usually a southern Illinois. As autumn ap- that they are hibernating, through stocking and habitat 

pigeon or starling), stunning or proaches and the days shorten, however); and pine martens management. In fall and winter, 

killing it, then swoops back the large birds leave their (small members of the weasel wild turkeys feed on farm-field 

around tr ontchncnnideaie summer home on the south shore _ family) have thick, soft fur and grains and acorns, a food also 

During a stoop, peregrines may of Hudson Bay, often making the _ long hairs that grow between consumed by grouse, squirrel 

reach speeds of 200 mph. 850-mile journey to Horicon in their toe pads to keep the feet and other wildlife species. 

one day. The marsh is a great warm. Page 13: The inter a 
Page 3: Learning to appreci- place for kids on a fall family 3 ee Se 

ate nature involves all the senses: _ outing or school field trip to oars ay We We oe ooo eC oF Uae ee Sw 
sight, touch, smell, taste and Jeena bouEMtuLe aeeAcOnaAl dance of inexpensive food, but it _ bacteria to plants, animals, fish 

sound. When camping or hiking cycles. comes at a high Price: Forests, and humans — aD be nee 

with children, encourage them to wetlands and prairies have been with the idea of a “food chain. 
be quiet and to close their eyes Page 7: When humans cut, drained and burned to Small fish feed on plankton 

for a time so they can listen change a wild area, it seldom can accommodate the plow and the (microscopic plant and animal 

Eee be returned to exactly what it needs of a growing population. organisms), insect larvae and 
carefully to bird songs, small : 
mammals scurrying through was before. Only 3,000 acres of As these natural areas disap- worms; larger fish eat smaller 
fenveseandthe wide prairie remain to tell the story of peared, many animal, bird and fish; some birds eat fish, plants 

r the waving grasses and delicate plant species were displaced or and insects; and people eat 

Page 4: Make a birthday, flowers that once covered two vanished from the state. Consci- plants, animals, fish and birds. 

holiday or other special occasion _ million acres in southern and entious farming practices, such Pesticides, mercury or PCBs can 

truly memorable by planting a central Wisconsin. A complex as maintaining hedgerows and bioaccumulate up the food chain 

tree with a child. It’s a good plant community like a prairie is | contour plowing to prevent soil as larger organisms eat smaller 
starting point for discussions difficult to restore fully once it tunoff can enhance farmland for organisms contaminated with 

about replenishing and protecting _ has been cultivated or developed. _ wildlife without sacrificing toxins. The extinction of a 

natural resources for future gen- Yet many people strive to profit. species — a broken link — 

erations. Besides adding beauty recreate this part of their natural . 5 causes problems for all the 
and value to urban and rural heritage by planting prairie Vase poe ea species in the chain. 
landscapes, trees help ease the flowers and grasses in yards and Bye apoE AOE nS ae : ¥ f 
greenhouse effect by absorbing along roadsides. recycling and concern for wild- For more information, write: 

carbon dioxide and releasing oe life — with one fun project! : DNR Bureau of Information and 

oxygen into the air we breathe. Page 8: Finding a balance Spend an afternoon building bird — Education, Box 7921, Madison, 

between human needs and the feeders from washed-out milk WI 53707. 

needs of wildlife is a challenge cartons and plastic soda pop or 

all generations must accept. detergent bottles. Let the kids 
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Rich Malone studies art and natu- aeRO (a. 
fal resources at the University of TNS Z 

7] Wisconsin — Stevens Point. He Afgan, s 

plans to graduatein 1990 andstorm @\e oat 
the Louvre shortly thereafter. A 

S curly-haired optimist, Rich enjoys < a 
@) U high-quality sound and pizza. You » 5 

can reach him at 1017 Koch St, oa, = 
Stevens Point, WI 54481. 

Brian Strassburg (8) Rich Malone (5) 

 S Brian Strassburg is a reliable, 
trustworthy, thrifty, reverent and 
occasionally modest freelance car- 

i toonistiillustrator whose work has SW Georgine Price has put a fine 
appeared in newspapers and w ») point on graphic designs and illus- 

| magazines around the solar sys- \Y trations for the Department of 
tem. The author of a memoir, My y, Natural Resources since 1973. She 
Life as a Hired Airbrush, Brian's S { +) (*) ) holds degrees in fine art and 

extracurricular activities include Q commercial art. A hiker and bird- 
hopscotch and junk bonds. Seri- ») ”) watcher, George maintains a 20- 
ously, folks — he’s currently at (y Al 6 inch by 20-foot prairie alongside 
work on a children’s book about 2 hy~ her home; the “ribbon prairie” 
Lake Winnebago sturgeon. Write helped inspire her illustration. 
him at your own risk: 104 King St., e | Reach George at DNR, Box 7921, 
Madson, WIS3703, pe creie nce) Madison, WI 53707 

AD < 
= Susan Smoller Thiel attends the = A I Deann De La Ronde observes \ 

aii x , University of Wisconsin -- Milwau- Lf U 4 the natural world with a keen eye gs 
oe 4 kee, pursuing a bachelor's degree OX ! and sharp pencil from southern Hi 

in business administration with a fi. eae e ] Wisconsin. A freelance artist, she , ¥ 

ii =, minor in art history. Married and a ‘ ms | worksinanumberofmediums and i Y 
: a iat ete a a ea rec ‘C19 { is especially proud of her illustra- bE 1, M4 

s a ties include sculpture and char- eee) tions for several books by Fran Ml ih 5 f Coalillustrations. Her address: N94 SSA Hamerstrom, noted naturalist and | i 
eee Boma Dr., Colgate, eee raptor expert. Contact Deann at USI 

Susan Sinoller Thiel . Se SZ ae ene Rd., Evansville, WI Deann De La Ronde 

(4) Hawley Wright (3) (10) 

Hawley Wright gother first glimpse 

Jim McEvoy deftly renders any- GEE ee ti pete Si oa 
thing thatflies, crawls, swims, hops, TEES Pe Sek in Seah rok i Linda Pohlod takes flight with pen 
lopes, scurries, runs or rustles in EGE SX. Ona evel ec proves one meg and ink to illustrate birds, her fa- 
the breeze. A DNR graphic artist, Ala ee Commercial: artist; for. 15. years, Y vorite class of critters. She's been ; : 3 : See Hawley's delightful pen-and-ink IDO Jim is an aquatic biologist by train- SANS & illustrations fy di a professional graphic artist for 
ing. He taught art at Madison Area an PH oe aug e Be anpeates ee seven years and recently alighted 

Technical College for 14 yearsand Te BN ; e ee, Ae et City on MARS — DNR’s Media, Arts, 
holds a special place in his heart mp IN i : } i Pe ee Reference Section. Linda's nest 

, for watercolors, which he uses to ee Cale Cs oe et Be address: DNR, Box 7921, Madi- 

create semi-abstract landscapes. ping Danes tet wal recycled son, WI 53707. 

His address: DNR, Box 7921 : Paper. Write Hawley at 104 King 
p ze J McE St., Madison, WI 53703. ; Madison, WI 53707. im McEvoy (9) -, Madison, . Linda Pohlod (6) 

Mf tn, Mary Kay Judd is awildlife educa- -°§702 = Jeanne Gomoll enjoys creating Zz 
& Wh USS tion specialist in DNR’s Bureau of at a aes % new images within the friendly " 
ws Ae 6: .) Wildlife Management. Her career oe confines of a Macintosh computer; = XX 

os has focused on education in infor- the interplay of woman and ma- Wt 
. — mal settings, including nature 6 z chine has produced high-quality Cid y 

ae centers, museums and living his- Ag hh graphics for the Department of ( 

WN tory farms. In addition to drawing, \ ri Natural Resources for a decade. we 

painting and sculpting, Mary Kay When the computer's down, . 
a 5 has designed and constructed lé me ¥ 4 tt Jeanne turns her pen to cartoon- SAS 

museum dioramas and flatwork Fz Bs iH ing and sketching. Her password: Big 
exhibits. Write her at DNR, Box % = DNR, Box 7921, Madison, WI 

Mary Kay Judd (12) 7921, Madison, WI 53707. Virg Beck (13) 53707. Jeanne Gomoll (11) 

Virg Beck has painted and 
‘ sketched more than 30 covers and i - 

. illustrations for national outdoor a ae Bob Frankowiak has brought 
Sie te) magazines. He won first place in - 5 Mia Se me. econ om 

Molly O'Sullivan is in the third i the Outdoor Writers Association of 7— lll, its to life for 34 years with the sure 
grade at Madison's Marquette v\N q America Fishing Art Contest in A el a touch of his brush. His painting of 

' Elementary School. In class, this y Me 1984 and 1987 and submitted the Se LER, a brown trout was selected for the 

active 8-year-old enjoys math and if \ iB winning entry in the 1987 Wiscon- ( Ie Ee 1980 Wisconsin Inland Waters 
art; after school, you'll find Molly 4 . sin Wild Turkey Stamp competi- eo SS Stamp, and Bob also was the 
bicycling around the neighborhood, i tion. Virg's work hangs in the halls aay i winner of the 1988 Wisconsin Wild 
watching “The Cosby Show” or of the White House and the Wis- he Turkey Stamp competition. His 

practicing Irish dancing. Write Molly CE Wy consin State Capitol. Anavid diver, ES we work has been exhibited at the 

at 1336 E. Dayton St., Madison, W \ Virg likes to meet lunker muskies prestigious Leigh Yawkey Wood- 
WI 53703. eye to eye. His above-water ad- son Art Museum in Wausau. Con- 

Molly O'Sullivan dress: P.O. Box 66, Stevens Point, : tact Bob in care of the museum at 
Bob Frankowiak (2) 800 W. Wells St., Milwaukee, WI (cover) WI 54481. 

53233. 
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