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CAMP 1eCOY

Visited by Mr. A, Cardinaux on October 25, 1943

The following changes have occurred »t the MeCoy
Camp since the time of our preceedng rerort.

Humber of rrlsoners

There are 85 Japanese prisoners in the camp:

officers 12
non-commissioned offlcers 25
soldiers 48

Total 85

The civilian internecs who were in the camp &. the
time of our last visit were transferred to Fort Lincoln
thls summer.

The sentor officer is Lieutenant Commander Shotoro
¥atsul. The spokesman lc Enslgn Kazuo Sakamati.

Housing;

A speclal barrack was built for the officers. This
barrack comprises several private rooms as well as show=
ers, bnains, and tollets. At the time of our vislt, the
officera had jJjuat moved in and the prlisoners were maklng
som? Turniture for them., All the offiggqs are nrovidied
v1th pllliows and zheets, 3

tedl care
There are no caaeg of 111n.3q in, the camp.

Kiteclien and mess hall \

At least once a day, the prisoners are given
stesmed rice cooked in gpeclal pots. The prisoners nre
siven enough soyn sauce. The Cawnp Comnandant wants to
have a wnorden plot mede resdy for the nrisoners to grow
vegetobles next sumner.
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The =rlanners have n few Jananese bonke whleh wero
fven them by the YHCA,

instruction

(ne of tne nrircoanarg learned English ot tie cawn af
Livingaton, wiere ne wes before ule transfer to comn
refoy, de intends to orpanize Lngllsh elasses for uls
inlinv=npigoners,

ng;‘- reatlan

ine nrisoneres have organized an orcuestra witia instru-
ments furnieshed by toe Authorities, There are peveoral
ming =nong tobles and an electrice gramonnone in tne roorpa=-
tisn 1011, The ‘ntional Catuolic Welfr re Conference in
ioin. Lo nrovide tie prisocners with nanjong eetes.

The vrrisoners mny buy everytning tiuey wisu at tie
econtecnd  the canteen keener buye for them in tie nearby
town any ortlele vulen the canteen doeeg not nave 1n nlnck,

At the ‘time of our visit, 30 nrileoners were variing
nesy 1ue camn, elenring foreete, The Rerrerentntive of
t.» Internationnal fAad Croes committee vislited tie »nrisnie
eve “Lere they were working: they told him tnpt tuey vore
e osoe? witn thie work, %he l-hor detacimenter pre undey

cvrveaillance nf anly ohe Anerican snliler,

The rriannere nre very glad te reecelve loundry oo
fi1e anables tiem Yo wneh tielr elatites very freaunently

lhe nrisoners tnld the lenresentatlve of tie Intepr-
natinnnl Red Crnse Committee that tusy 314 not wieii tn
corpagnond vith Lielr fa-lllies,

sprdeooner's nay

ine nfficers recelve the followlng nray!

F
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First licutenant %20 a month
Captain and major $30 a month
Colonel and above +40 g month

The soldiers who are dolng work are paid 80 cents a day.
All the scldiers recelve 10 cents a day whether they
work or not.

JCNC remark

The Camp Commandant, two Japanese officers respon-
sible for the direction of the camp, =nd the Represent-
~“tive of the International Red Cross Comulttee had a
conferecnce. Several questlons relsotive to work and edu-
cntion for the priacners were dlacussed., 7The Jananese
officers told the Renprrcacntative of the Internnatleonal Red
Uroas Commltte~ thnt they were very nlesged with the
tre~tnont they were recelving from the :meriesn suthorl-
ties, and that t ey esreclnlly srorecinted the assistance
rendered them by the Camp Commandnnt.

The prisoners heve bullt lorge bird cnges and the
Commandant went to » srest denl of trouble to obtain from
rore-bird dealers the blrdas which the prisoners wlsa to
have. At the time of our vislt, the prisoners were
bulldlng s l-rge hen-house in order to have egps to feed
the vlrds,.

Health end morsle =mong the prlsoners sre excellent.

'C - 531
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PRISONZR OF WAR CAMP
 CAMP. nocoz_ WISCONSIN

I. IDENTIFYING DATA:

1. Location of Camp: This camp lies five miles east of
“ Sparta, Wisconsin, : ,

-2, . Date of Vigit: September 18-19, 1945,

3. Visited by: Mr. Paul Schnyder, ropreaenting the
Internationai ﬁ d Erous._ .

el égg%ggg%éggHEI: Hr. Eldon F. Neladn, representing the
8peo1a1'War roolems Division, Department of State.

5. Post Commander: Brigadier General iy Rice.

6. Camp Commender: Liesutenant Colonel Horace R, Rogers,

7. Executive Officer: Hajor Paul A, Johnson,

II. FINDINGS:

_ The'German prisoners of war are now quartered in two-story
barracks at the main Post area. These barracks were formerly
used by lP's, have central heating, are well lighted and airy.
One two-story building is devoted entirely to recreational
activitlies. One end of the mess hall 1s set aside for classea.
There are two pool tables; two ping pong tables, victrols,
public address system and a 600-book library.

The German prisoners of war morale 1ls high, their coopera-
tion is said to be excellent, and thay had no complainta of any
kind _ .

There are no changes to record in connectlon with the
physical surroundings of the Japanese or the Koreans, since
they renain the same as last reported.

‘\, To Central ,EL‘-' ;
L '»u/ 2§<2 o
hsmu ..?/ o e
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III. NUMBER OF PRISONERS DETAINED: ' . =~

The number of prisoners detalned were as follows:

Germans B ]

Japanese 5 2601

Koreans ; - 144
Total

IV. SANITARY CONDITIONS AND HOSPITAL FACILITIES:

The ganitary conditions are in order, and there were no
complaints. The whole camp 1s well policed and presents an
exceptionally neat appearance, There is some crowding in
Japanese compound #2 and some shortage of tollet and bathing
facilities there. However, there wae no complaint from the
prisoners of war regarding this,

The medical facilities are adequate and supplied by the
Camp HcCoy Station Hospital. There 1s also a large dispensary
in Japanese compound #1 that, in addition to medical equipment,
has a complete dental set and a dentist in attendance every day.

V. RIECREATIONAL FACILITIES:

Recreation activities at the camp are wsll organized,
Each group of prisoners has a good supply of athietic equip-
ment, and the supplies of indoor equipment are much better
than in most prisoner of war camps visited.

The Japanese group are not particularly interested in
formal study. However, there is a group of 33 Japanese boys,
ages from 13 to 18, who have compulsory education a half a
day a week, 'e visited this class on the second day of our
vislt, and a class in English was in progress at the time,

This class 1s taught by a Japanese prisoner of war who was
formerly a teacher in Japan, In addition to English, geography,
arithmetic and other core subjects are taught.

VI. WORK, KIND AND WUKBER OF &N ENGAGED:

All of the prisoners of war of this camp who are physically
sble to work are employed, most of them on Pogt activities,
Since Camp McCoy has been designated as a Separation Center,
there is much work to do on the Post.

The prisoners receive 80 cente a day when employed at paid
labor., kost jobs are set up on & quota basls and prisoners are
kept on the Jjob until they meet their quota.

ViIi. FOOD, COOKING AND CLOTHING:

.There was no complalnt regarding the food and cooking, since
the rations have been increased, However, the Japanese express-
ed a deesire for more soya sauce and more sugsr.

There were no complaints regarding clothing,

VIII. CANTESN FACILITIES AND AVAILABLE COMMODITIES:

Ag in other campe visited, commcdities for sale in the
canteen are limited, Also as in other camps, the camp authori.
ties felt that it would be worthwhile to increase the commodities
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for sale in the canteens by including beer, some sort drinks,
and ohcap candios with lo- sugnr eontont - |

Ix. DISGIPLINE.

There are no disciplinary problems in connection with the
German priscners of war or the Koreans. However, every now and
then there are problems in connection with the Japanese, who
occasionnlly feel the need to escape from the camp and when
recaptured are placed in confinement.

The Intercross Representctive was well pleased with the
administration of this camp, There were no complaints from the
Germans and no complaints from the Koreane, The only desire
that the Koreans had was for some material to make some small
Korean flags which they wished to hsve so that each member
could wave one on his return to Korea. The International Red
Cross Representative stated that he would look into this
matter to see if cloth could be purchased, The Acting Camp
Commancer stated that thie materisl could be pald for ocut of
the Prisoner of War Fund, since the Koreans had sufficient
money for thils,

The Jspanese prisoners of war brought to the attention of
the Intercross Representative the following matters:

They said that they did not like to work with American

4 womeén in the laundry asnd that they did not like to do laundry
work for other people 1like -the Chinese did; they saild that they
were willing to do their own personal laundry but did not want
to do laundry for others. The Acting Camp Commander stated
that there were American women employed in the laundry, but
that they were employed in & separate section and therefore
did not have any contact with the Japanese there.

The Japanese slso complained to the Intercross Representa-
tive sbout clesning latrines. They sald that they did not
like to do this kind of work, He explained to them that this
was a neceesary work that the prisoners of war had to do. They
also complained that there were three Marshsall Island natives
in the camp and that they did not want to be housed with them,
Ma jor Johnson stated that this was the first he had ever heard
of this; thet they had not spoken to him at any time about it
and none of the Form Twos showed that there were any Marshall
Islanders in the group. He sald, however, that he would check
the Form Twos very carefully again.

The Japanege complasined that the battle casualty men had
to work eight hours, as the others, Major Johnscn explained
that a separaie project was set up so that the casualty men

" eould get some work and have some money, It was true that they
worked eight hours, but they were not on a task bhasis a&s the
other Japanese were and, therefore, the work was no hardship
to them.

The Japanese also requested coal for thelir ranges. However,
the Acting Camp Commander stated that this could not be allowed,
since the grates were set for wood and there was ample wood
to be burned instead of coal,
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There was also a complaint that some American personnel
on the Post were in the barracks on Saturday morningswhen the
Japanese were supposed to clean the barrack-buildings. ' The
Japanese complained that some had been kicked around, and they
nade a request that no American personnel be in the barracks
when they did the cleaning., This was the only legitimate
complaint that they hsd, and this had already been tsken care
of, as ordere hed been Lissued thet no American personnel he
present in the barracks during the Saturday morning clesning
period,

XI, CONCLUSION:

Thls i1s a well ordered, well run camp. The Intercross
Repregentative received an excellent impression,

ELDON F, NELSON

SWP;EFN: erk
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FRISONER OF WAR CAMP

CAMP ¥cCOY, WISCONSIN

I, IDENTIFLING DATA:

1. Neme of camp: Prisoner of War Camp, Camp McCoy, ¥Wisconsin,

2. rort Commander: bprigadier denpersl J,.£, flce,

Gamp Commander: Lleutenant Colonel Horace I,

5 e
AOEra.,

Breogutive Offiesp: uajor iaul 4, Johnaan,

3. Date of vislh. Jubyityalidds

4. Vialted by: spooHoward Hon:, representing the 'sr
Prisoners Ald of tne L., 00 A, , accompanied by Mr, Eldon F,
Nelson, represenling ths Speclal Ver Froblems Divislon of the
Department of Stsate,

II. FINDINGS:

8ince the last viasit, the Jenanese ofTlcers and the
Japaneae non-commlasinned of icers heve bheen trsnaferred out
of thils azwn to Hennedy, Texas,

ince the lrnst visit, there is also = new Post Commander,
Qther than that there are no changes.

I1I, CZORFFRENCET:

The member of the internztional YT.k.C,A, interviewed the
spokesmen for the German, Jepanese, and Koreang in the office
of the Caino Soarapder, o interviewed the spotesman oy the
Germans flrat and discusued with the spokesmun whoet he culled
the nonsiructive vctivitien of the ovmp, whick inciude eluca-
tion, religion “atnietics, hobbies, and thinge of that nature,
From the Gernun spolasazn 1% vas learusd th:t the deraan Jroup
has & pabllc addresgs system ecet up for esch bsrrecks; thaot

they hava mpioppbecrtpe o ol v apr. cepu- n_aieckes. ond that there
wag u shring orcaestra in Tormatlion. the uormnn spokeésmon
also stuted th-t there were ¢ 40-nlece hamaonlicx groun which

prectined and played in the winter tilame and gove concerts
about every tvo weursg, e «l1go st-ted thet the gports

% 4.8
2O L ".4 L e D"‘

were



lﬂE
DECLASS s

\!«1;|;I{(1| UCKDY AF THE MATIONM. ARCHIVES AUL"'\Oﬁ‘Y—M’—i"
2y ) NARA Date gy

o

were dquite active this summer, and that they had had a big

sports celebration on July 1. The spokesman also indicated
that they had some need for soccer balls, so Dr. Hong left

a8 soczer ball for the Cerman group at the conclusion of the
visit,

It wes nlaco learned from the apokesman that much eof the
educaticnsl activities were curtalled for the summar, although
there were (our cleacasg astlll in seasion: One ~l=se in French
whioch has about 12 atudents; one class in Fngllsh which hee
about 10 student:, z2ad one nlasz In geoy narbr and abapthsnd
with about 1& students., 'the sgokasman te toﬂ thet se rfonon ne
the . epmperinEc SoxcrSthnl (hens e ba.op Snenesan tn The
sducatiznzl fatersst of the prisoners of war =t thlas eryn,

Two plctures :re now gald tn be pilven weskly, and the PMG
film elvoudt wan aalad to he 4n eperstion., The Germen rrircners
of war i this eamp were glso rwvviv_ﬂh one Gerpen T11Im ebout
every two weekg through the Intercross. There Le 2 thecter
troupe Hut it Joes not give any performances curing the sunmer,

There were only ¢ fer ftems of which the egnokesssn nél-
cat2?d thers was & need, such things ¢s nusic note prner, snd
ren;n. I’r, Hong felt that these could be sgunplied through the
Y.M.C,2,, an® Tound <one rosin 'n Ble sar bufore.we lefl end
gave thls to the epckegnan.

The reii ious services &% this cesop for the Protertunts
are conducted by a lenal eilvillen clergyman Trom Dperds wro
speaks German, and Catholie rellglous services are conducted
by oene of iLhe Yost ~hanlains, 'The ocverage attendence ot ezch
gervice is s=1d to bhe hatween 50 ~nd €0,

After finishing the interview with the Cerman spokesman,
the ¥.M.O, A, represcontative naxt intervieved the Jaranece
spokesman through an interpreter, He conducted the interview
along tihe same lines that he had the Germen; uslng the auectlion
and answer method, Howevsr, the regponee of the Jruanese vae
not as goad ag from the demasn The Jussneve 4ld oot hove

any educ:tlional DO ' operttion and Jdeegtded ther would
walt antil rall. Mhrcugh the lntemaretar oae o Che Japinese

spokesmen stated hhat thera wor* nite » few Japeness interest.
ed in lear ﬂ.HL‘ uh.a.._ ah, Th Jansnese ttnted that L‘W‘“f wore
interested in ndur:t“on Hu* thnf they =ere short of teachers,

aa the teucners vars workliag »n wert Jets!le, i, Hong azked

if they c~uld nnot hold 2lasses in the evening., The apokeenun,

throu.ii the Laterproter, stated thetl they "‘n*?anﬂ tor B ThiE
o 3 y

but hnd not got that fayr yet., "

The Japanese also indicated that they were short of books
and dictionrries, However, 1t was lzornad thel «311 the orders
that had been presented for books had been fillled,

The Japunese have an orchestrs ‘n each compound, which

play popul.r Japernoese follk-sougs. Thery hlan heve s thestrieal
troupe and PGQUPsted pome thestrical szuze and a dye zet to
help maxe goms cvostumes, For thelr othir ladoop peqgrestion,

they plsy a grme eoalled "go,"

When ssked what they were most in need of by the Inter-
national ¥Y.!/.C.#A. Prepreseatative, they stated they needed hard
balls, hats, and gloves, They wlso need for their religious

sarvices
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services stick incense and also asked 1f 1t were possible to
get some Japanese records, The Y.M.C,A., reprezentative made
a note of theee iters end 3srld he would try to get them,

After the Japenese were interviewed, the Korean spokesman
and his Inter.rzter wére lntervliewed along the same lines as
the Ceriwans and Jepanese had been, The Koreasn spokesnan stated
that msny of the Koremne ware vary espger to stludy Fngzllish, and
that some nrogress had been made, An Aimerican Sergeant at the
cemo, of loresn -acsstry, soted ez lantergretlzar for the apokes.
wan, and he har helned the Korean group tn lesarn thelr alphabst,
&2 meny Nacd nrevisg iy a0 Bad oay alababicn,

The Y. uW,.C., %, veprezentotive falt that there noy be a
possivility of getting some Anerloan-Koresn dictionariesa from
the Hiwallan YT-<land:, 'Ia ztsted that he would vrite fto the
Y.i.C. 4, renresentative thers to see L1f this were nosgsible,
The Korean 1nokeaman 2tateod whsat thay ehiefly wunied nors than
anythinz elrse was to ba of wore use and help to the Allied
couce, They 214 not z2xsest to az¢ thelr brothers or sisters
or pareats, Ra they feel that they r11 have Dbeen killed, and
they want tn Tipht the Jops for thds,

The Koreana nold religloug services every Tunday and had
receivad s me Koraean song books and testanm=ente from the Y.H.C,A,
They rejueszted snme iore of these, and Dr, Hong rtited that he
would try to xet some, They alao f=1t the need for aoccer
balle, nd Tr, Hodpg le7h ane for tnew,

The wvielt t9 the sawn was Hrilef and sos concluded after
the interviews with the gookesnmen for the varilous netionality
grouns,

BLPON F, NELSON,

SWP:SFN:erk
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SUBJECT: Report of Visit to Prisoner of War Camp, ~
Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, g
TO: Commanding Officer, Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. _i
1. In accordance with provisions of Sec. II, Part Two, ASF i:

Circular #429, 1944, as amended by Sec. I, Part One, ASF Circuler
#10, 1945, and Sec. I Part Cne, ASF Circular #155, 1 May 1945, the
following report is submitted:

a. Statistics!

1. Location: On the post reservation, Camp McCoy, Wis-
consin, spproximetely five (5) miles south of mein post.

2. Telephone Number: Camp McCoy, Wisconsin EXT 150C1.

3. Post Commander: George M. Macliullin, Col. Inf., being
relieved by Brig. Gen. J. K, Rice, 12 June 1945,

4, POW Camp Commender: H. I, Rogers, Lt. Col. Inf.
5. Date of activation: 14 July 1943.
6. Date first POW received: 23 May 1943

7. POW Strength on 7 June 1945:

Japanese Germen
Officers 50  EM 2096 Officers - .0 EM . 270
NCO 318 rE 0 NCO 19%PP 1

8. American Army Personnel: _]6 Officers, _338  EM,

9. Japanese Spokesmen:

Japanese
Compd III Officers: Comdr. Saite, Jiro 41J-1974-M1L
Comnd I PO Kojima, Asao 14J-55-FA
Compd II PO Higashi, Kiyoshigo, 14J-54-NA
Compd IV Civ King, Kon San 9WJ-14069

German Spokesman. Compd@ I, Company #3
1st/Sgt. Silorra, Franz  6WG-1173

b. Disclpline and Administration:

1. Discipline of both American personnel and prisoners is
excellent.
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2. The marking on the clothing of Germen Prisoners is
excellent. That of the Japanese is poor. Correction has been made.
Several paire of service shoes were found to have been cut down to szndals by
both Japanese end the Germans. Recommendation has been made to donfiscate
all such sandals and s statement of charges filed against the possessors to
reimburee the government for the price of the shoes.

Supervision of the work of both German and Japanese prisoners
by civilians is poor. Lt. Colonel Fillinger, Post Engineer, has expressed
and demonstrated his desire to correct this and immedlete action has been
taken to get a full diligent days work from all prisoncrs. Some super-
visors will be relieved of their jobs and a few selected supervisors, work-
ing in a reving capacity, will handle severs) details of Japanese, working
on a task basis. Additional German prisoner truck dArivers will be trained
in order to solve the problem of getting the prisoners to the work site at
the proper time. Guards of Jspsnese prisoncr details will be instructed
to report fully to the prisoner of war labor officer 211 matters pertain-
ing to the conduct and production of the prisoners.

The use of German non-commissioned officers as work super-
visors has proven unsatisfactory in scme cases. Only the ones proven as
definitely beneficial to the work program will be retained. The others are
being removed and told to sign up for unlimited work or remsin idle and un-
p&ido

Major Gregg, Post Director of Supply, is cooperating fully
with the prisoner of wser camp sdministration and better supervision and
production will be accomnlished by changes similar to those mentioned in
report on the Post Engineers' activity.

The only project on the post for which no aporopriation has
been made is the building of the small Alder Creek dam for erosion con-
trol. It is scheduled to be completed within four weeks but the 22 Japanese
officers and non-come used on this work may be removed bBefore completion.

Twenty one prisoners were removed from post work on 8 June 1945
and assigned to Chemicszl Warfare Service gas mask project. Further re-
ductions will be made if possible, but 1t is not contemplated that any
apprecisble deversion of post employment can be made to the gas mask pro-
Ject because of the essentislity of the post work.

The Chemical Warfare Service salvage project is progressing
excentionally well under the direction of Lt. Wharton. All Japanese pri-
goners are working on tasks which have been so established that a work-
day of less than eight hours 1s exceptional and steady dilisent work by
all prisoners is necessary to complete the tasks in less than nine hours.
The weekly productlon is falling short of the present quartermaster re-
quirements by about 20%, It is the opinion of the reporting officers that
additional manpower will be needed to overcome this deficiency. Informa-
tion has been received which indicates thers will be avallable housing for
additlonal Japanese prisoners at this facility. Due to the essentiality
of the work being done it is recommended the Provost Marshal General's

Office 2ssign additional Japanese privates to this camp, if, and as soon
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as they are avallable from now arrivals or from other projects of lower
priority. Emphasis has been mlaced on salvage of web straps, resulting in
a huge backlogz of other work which includes two million cannisters from
which aluminum, tin and dbrass will be salvaged and the carrier canvas stock
to be used in moklng the new infantry pack. This backlogz sssures steady

v . long-term employment of all prisoners avallable.

There is a definite need for more Nisel interpreters here. Only

, one interpreter is available for the Chemical Warfare Service employing
L over 1000 Japanese in 23 different buildings and he is charged to the

overhead of the prisoner of war camp. Additional interpreters should
be allotted direct to the Chemical Warfare Service since the Service
Commend Personnel Division has denied an increase of personnel for the

post or camp.

“. CONCLUSION:

The morale of the officers assigned to the prisoner of war camp
is excellent and generslly the administration is very satisfactory. It
is believed however that closer lialson between the prisoner of war camp
administration and using agencies on the post will result in better pro-
duction of prisoner labor. Plsns are now made by Colonel MacMullin end
Lt. Colonel Rogers to bring this about.

Lack of housing in villages and towns adjacent to Camp McCoy
presents a continual personnel problem and although the camp has been
assigned a material increasse in their mission, the problem of getting more
civillans to meet this increased workload and for revlacemtn of Germen
prisoners, when necessary, 1s stlll unsolved.

FOR THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL

Rovert W. Mess, lst Lt., CMP

Lyle T, Dawson, Cept., CMP
Lavor 2nd Lialson Officer

Labor and Liaison Officer

ce/ C.C. PV Camp
C.G., 6th Service Command.
Provost HMarshal General
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14 Zervice Report on Visit to Prisonsr of ‘isr Camp, Camp
Goy, Wisceneln, 16-17 April 1345, by Gaptain ¢nlter H, Rapp

o

1. Ototus of the Heorientstion Frogram, Major Indbedy, Special Proe-
; £ # for the Glzth Service Copwesand, and Captain Rapp, spent con-
siderabile timo in discucaion with the Cump Commander, Lieutsnant CGolonel
‘“he abova named offlcers copgldarad tho practicality of assign-
letant szecuilve officer to this prisoner of war camp for the
e porpvss of reorienting tho Jerman prisoners of war. At thls poing
1t ehocid be smphaslized that Camp HeCoy bhae e predominant Japanese pri-
pmers of war population with only 298 Cerman prisonare of war,. Prior te
alt 1% aowme eonsldsration bed boan given to a4 plan to assln an assin-
sveective offlcer Lo this comp who could develope a pedrientation

vengrein Por Lhe Japansse prisoners of war s well as the Gerasn prisoners
S0 war. ihat o oplao wag basod on the masumptlon thot the Htate Departmont
suld ultimtely approve of e recorientaticn program for the former sroun.
meine the discussien, the i

Eahy azpesd =1th Maler Inbody and

P 0o tuat the abkove plan would bhe unsstiafactory oaven though tha
tope Dmpartment were Lo approve of s reorlentatlon procram for Fapnnesa
iefaoeneras of war. It would be extramely diffieuls $o obbaln an offlosr

1o ratands Japanese us wnall ks Carman psychology. iace there ig
b8y 7 :
araunee bthat g similar pregrsm will be established for Japanese »nri-

. i f war, the introducticn of tha Intellectual Diversion Program for
vy prignners of wer hae beon unwisely delayed. m the baosis of ths

i dorsbiong, the aforcmantionsd officers zgread that Lieutanant

» prassnt commander of the Sorman gompound, could alse perfor:s
Lios of an sesistant oxecubtive officer. Tecuuse there =re less thin

nrizonars of war, it was not considernd fousible 10 sessizn =

+ onlistant exscutive officer. 1In the event anctiher officer wers
Lo be assicensd to this camp 08 ussistant executive offlcer, ke would most
Iikely b ziven additional dutiss within the large Japanese ¢ompound.

it wap considered undvintageous to aelsct an olficar whose duties
bie him Lo devote all of hin uttention to the Uerman priscnars
1. upon Captain Faep's recomwendation, H:ijor Imbedy hus ini-
; . rocuest to lesdousrtors Sixth Service Commund for Lieutennant
Hoffean o attsnd the Fifth Vrlonintion Conference to be conducted by

bhia di ien. o Buring hie tour through the Carmun canpound, Captalin Ranp
abzapysd thot seme fucilities and medis necessary for 2 reordentation
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ayallsables to tne nrisonsrg of war, The nesd for an or-

spacglally treined officer will be pro-
the Pifth

SPOOTENM Are 10w
proarvam supervised by a
sieuvensnt Hoffman upon hils compleation of training al

vidad by
Jplsntetisn Conferance,

PAUL A, HEULAND

Major, CiP,
Ohiaf, Field Service Dranch
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LEPORT O VISIT TC PRISCH™R CF VAR CAMP McCCY, SPARTA, WISCONSIN

Tebruary 5-7, 1945

Inasmuch as there are now three distinct national groups (the Koreans hav-
ing been added to Japanese and Qermans) in separate compounds and organized
as independent units, this report 1s in three parts. Lt. Col. Rogers and
Capt. Johnson, Adjutant, are s4ill in charge of the camp,

I. Japanese (roup
eneral.

Fopulation= in three compounds; officers senarate.

American Compound Commanders- Lt. Troyak and Capt.loon (formerly Camp Grant)

jork- 1and clearing and wood-cutling mostly.

The conferences with the new Japanese spokesizen during the last tvo visilts
have been ocuite unconstricted and not too formal. During the latest visit the
American interprotef was of great aid not only by tr-nslating but aleo by help-
ing to creste & rapport in soite of language and other harriers to 2 satisfac-
tory conference. In addition Lo the spokeswen, the teacher of the full-time
young men's school was present for the discussion of camp welfnte and construc-
tive activities.

School:

The most important development is the estsblishment of a curriculum for
thirty-tw high school students under a prepared teacher. They regularly at-
tend classes in: water color palnting, Boglish, Japanese (chiracter writing
and reading), geography, arithmetic, moral science, Japanese history, ancient
Japsenese literature. The Y CA has .rovided some booke and directed the camp
to sources for others. At 'resent the greatest need is for Japanese Looks
on Jepanese, Ruropean and American history.

Instruction for older men has incressed greatly with about 407 of the

camp attending classes of thirty to fifty men in: Bnglieh, Americ:n filstory
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Japanese History, art, character writing, religlous (Puddhism) inetruction (in
addition ﬁo wrship), moral teaching, physical training. The instructors are
all grofassional teachers in civilian 1ife., Books, of cowrse, are sorely need-
ed in spite of camp purchases and YNCA shioments, because the camp has grown in
mopulat ion.

¥Music and Theater:

#ith the YiCA instruments and tine orchestral set provided by the Crystal
City camy throush the Y¥CA the camp is now well equipsed for creating its own
music. The first concert will be February 11, and others will follow monthly.
The twelve records sent by the Y/CA sowme time agp are well worn and tie concert
will reclecé tihls main though meager source fo Japanese music., Sowe men have
been writing music for the orchestra.

The embroyonic orchestra has sssisted in the plays given from time to time
on festival days, snother one of which, with a play, comes in February. Tradi-
tional scripts and dances sare zmalgamated with original scenes wirttec in the
camp. The New Year's show was vut on twice for each compound in the camp thea=
ter, which holds 400-500. Four American films are shown weekly.

Relizion:

puddhist worship services are conducted as before. As for as I could
learn there is no sriest amons them, The Spokesuen said they 'mew ol no Chris=-
tians. The three leaders disnlayed unususl interest in the fMCA. weo 1s it?
ihat is its -urpose? Is it International? e there a YNCA in Jaj&n and does
the International Y'CA visit prisoner of var caups there? They were also
interested in the YICA 2nd its work. The basis of inouiry was not clear--
maybe jusi to lmov to vhoa to make recuests-- but more than tant came out of
thie discuseion.

Arts and Crafts:

%ithin the camp poetry competitions are being held from tite tc time,

The lerge quantities of rice aver from tine YICA are greatly apprecisted. An
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exhibition of painting may be sssembled in the near future. There seemed
to be, however, a reluctance to develon something like this even within the
camp itself witl no outside involvements at all,

Recreation and Soort:

Conglderable numbers -~ ~mes are =ow bteins received from shrinking re-
location centers. The only immediate need is for soft Yalls and bats, Skat-
ing now is a favorite sport on the flooded rink for the wmen lucky wenovgh to get
the few skates in the camv or ingenius enough t» make some, using scrap iron
and wod and the barracks stove.

Part II1
Camp McCoy -— Korean (woup

general:

Commanding Officer Qompound ¢4, Lt. Charles D. Salyers.

The striking characteristics of this group are the cheerful friendliness,
strong sense of community, and wiole-hearted simple Chrisiianity. Before an
introduction of we or the organization and cause I represent, they groeted me
with tue silent glow of expressive faces and lighted eyes. then tcld of my
purpose =nd the wrk of the YNCA they were nore explicit in their friendliness
and gratitude,but they could not possibly be more convincingly cordial than be-
fore. Their sense of commnity is shown in the smooth efficiency vith wiilch
they run tie compound and perform the daily labor. Thelr grow pride is a
factor’ in their maintenance of unusual work records. The ~ost remorkable army
canteen in the world further illustrates their sense of oneness-- no beer and
tobacco were purchesed in the PX and later they asked that none be yut on sale--
it is not right for us to souander vhen Koreans are in need, they said,

On the blackboard in the tailor-school rocm was written: “Sunday we go
to church. rlenty good." And we means everyone, for everyone attende the
christian worship led each Sunday by one of the post chaplains (with interpreter).

#ith one Korean hymmal they manage to make copies so sll con sing. The Chicago
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Eoresn Church has sent some vortions of Scripture, which they are pleased
to have. "?e are Christians," they say. And if one asks further they will
say, "teught by = vresbyterian or Lutheran or Catholic, but we are just
Christizne."” One brought out Lis Yestament unon seeing one in English on
the Lieutenantts desk and, not knowing ¥nglish, found by number John 35:16,
pointing to it as the central fact.

Constructive Activities:

A new camp, a laber camp, and a cam: with 725 of the men not educated
at all-~ such a camp does not promise to show extensive educational, recrea-
tional »rogress etc., mor dpes it. But there are good signs. Lt. Kim, &

U. 5, meticzl officer tonight began instruction in English with all men in
attendance. with a few instruments they will forw an orchestra. Dooks are
eargely decired so that individuals "my redecw tane tilme and thut classes map
be developed. The morale iz superb. There is, however, a desire for things
of intrinsic rorth: whotever will enrich the Christian worship =~ classes in
nzlish, korean, history etc., music, and good Looks, Without promising any-
thing (knowing the rarity of these specinlized things) I assured toem that
the Internsztional YMCA would seek to ascist in every way rossible. Their need
18 not 2: great zs that of others because they are such za : ‘mirable lot; what
can be dorne, however, will bte put to extreordirnarily good use by just such an
adrirable group;i

III. German Group
Compound Commander: Lt. “ilscon
An addition ot the ten-plece band and male chorus has been the 20 plece har-
morica band wmade poszible by the TCA isstruments recently received., Jor a
small grouy, rectically bronch camp size, tliese musical groups are exceptional,
4ith six pairs of skates procured i. the camp or hand-made, soue uen are able
to use the 8mell rink flooded inside the compound. [he weather is consistently

cold sg tust there is 1little iifficully in malutaining the skating surface. A
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chess tournament has been another ongping recreational fezture during the
winter. gGerman films will be 2vailable frovw the YiCA. Church services are
conducted by rastor Berg of Syparta for the evangelicals (20-25) and by warious
cemp cheplains for the C2tholics (70-50).

The school hos zrowr durinsg the winter vith courses in - Tnglish (beg.)45,
Fnglish (&dv.} 10, Cerman history 15, mathesatics 10, geozraply 15, sterography

(2dv.) 20, comltuetion engines 10, chess class 40,

Howard Hong
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In =ceordnnee with ~revious serangenents, I met

01095

Genor uonrnles, Jonnicil Cailsal ot Chlcuo, onsthe train e
ey

-

7t Jhlem o ot 100 0 a. . JuleeekOeeENE® s arrived et

vemp AeCoy soon after /. o.%. sl vers net by tie comsmendsnt
of tne »rlizonar of war cawmp,. Li. Gnl, Horace nogera.  Tue
Jonnlen Conwul lmamedlatsly oroceeded w1tk ls 1lnsovectlion =ad

succe ded In consleting 1t An ¢ i0le Lige for us 1o catelh
=n 11 s.m. train the Followlng moraiag. e nuaprted st
stdeago, ani 1 returaed to waeshiugton by alr the following
sornlng July 14,

e caanlard'e viglit esg directly 2sused by 2 formel
rerusst from the 'spansee rolson re of epr, s'drecced to
tne Soannieh abassy st cactlin ton.  Gr. vonzel 8 lnaculred
of Gol. -dogera whether tlere wpe any rerson for he re-uesat.
lie peplled In tihe nffiruntive, and gave the followlng
coount aof sventa of "%ny M0 st geq.

Jp L0 hat time the Yepanese officers smnd men had
not Leen assapated, rlthourh the former hnd of souuaree

LR =

own 1living ~uerters, “1a seonrdnnce with the terang of the

seneva Conventlon, the -aen were r ~ulred {e o ork, the non-
comalaslon=d officers «o e re~ulred tc «‘irect th-u, while
the officers did nothing excent on n v@luntnry casia,

Tae

e Jaunenese hal nlwayn ilsliked corwine on guch lobe ss-

< 8

ditch



L

dlteh diggling,
sithin the nllitary rz2cervation,

zuch labor woee of ss:-listence to our

gr-w, and finally on ilay &0, the Ju-wunese offlcere ordered

Li:e men nat Lo nork. Gol. logers n:r=nt seversl hours in
sitemating Lo opereuade tihe officer rlisonsrs Lo change tieir
rinis. Lut “innlly he wes fore 4 te wove them (there sre about
22) to g .erd or seoticn of the hos-itel of the zsin .oad

5% Usunn Accoy, eome O mlles awsy Trow the nriscner of war
erun. Thrt al;ab iie approsched uine non-coms sad paked e
wi;el, or they would coonerate witih nlm. Tne.e sre sone 30

%
.

non-gome, asnd aftep 3
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wrr effort.
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‘ndonting the 3

i rbsolutely refuasest
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rosd renslriny snd slimllar malntenance Jjobs

tiitude thst

Diecontant

to coogerate

ra oatl thexm in thne wqusrd nouse for tie nilcvht snd mede no

s

Lo

tluenpt interview Lhe rast.

“he next serning the orlecners of wer slsged a olt down

gtrike, refusing to turn oul for roll-ousll, breakiest or
work. 4After lasuloy a clear warningy LV~ the non-comp, Lol,
nogers ordersd out i 1g iroons «iih bayciasta anl (oroed nll
srleonees to marcihi Aot the doublse flve miles Lo & »lsge of
«ork, Yo work sll morning wltnout tne upual 1C zloutes cest
ayery nour. ani Lo retuen to the grmp s8¢ e dcublas o6 noon.
fhe nri:onera of dourse bLecsame #xheusted nd rbout 12 stragy-
lera ;egelved alnor bLayonet wounds,. & Tew .2pre ng overcoue
tiat they had lo be nleked up Ly a truck «lioh wne apdered
slong for the nurnese. Thls treatossnt affectedl - cure, for
.. 8

nogookesann
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@ spokesran for the non-coms infurmed Jol. Logers that Lhore
would bo 1o Curther troutle, and up ¢ the time of our visit
work hed bsen . roveoadlns re: ulsrly.

-y

“he ohly remaining dilfieulty ot the time of our vislt
was Lhie fact bthat wll tut ten ol Lhe non-cowms refused Lo
covperete in snywar; they woule not Jirect the .ork of the nen
or do gnyihing towaid cnmp rmulntenonce, leeving only ebout 10
tog direct the work of stout 250 nen.

wol. .ogers seid thet he hed referyed tLiis whoele mattor
to hisher suthority and thet he expeclted to r1eseive crders to

’

ylace tihe non-cuoparstiny non-gows aith tle olfflcers and per-
hapg te shl; them to a different cumyu.

fr. Dotcales listened Lo the avove without commont,

exce bt Lo rensrs that he saw nouhlng wrong ith the manneor

in whial Jolk,. cueers hed hen.les the tirouible,., e then
intosviewea 88Velbl Lin=-CCh syUheciaid, I offeiod Lo inter ret,
vmb bhe vriocisis of »ar steted WLhal Lhey ,selerred e utillze

the servi.es 0L Lat. 000, 8 nisel Crow Cslifornie servine under
% £ » ool i =

sol. opors, The interview wes privete. .utbor, -r. Gonzeles

stated Liel the Jupaisse gosount o ovelbs was substantially the
same as L&t siven Ly Col. copers. Vho resson the Joponese

non=coums ¢8ve for Lielir re.ussi fur 4 vislt i'row the “:ponish
TS

repropentative wous Lhet Lhey wished Lo Le laced Logether
with thelr orlicery. 8 stuled above, .ol. logers hug evolry

intuntion



> DECLASSIFIED

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCIHIVI & Aulhority P ! I [Q 7\{ 00& j S
= Ly e oae S22

intention c¢f coing this es soon u8 approval ls rece.ved {rom
Taghington und ade. uste feoilitles tu lhicuse the prisoners
are made avalicble. The non-ocviis had 6o cowpleint to muke
gleut Jfood, howu.:lug, -clovhing os the sauno fecilities.  They
st ted that Cel. opgers bLreubed thew folriy und with justlice
tte they bore Lly no walmue For pis bhandling of thelr sit-
down sbtrlke andé Lhet be wes well wlthin his 1rights in doing
we e uid.e Thus, Lho Jdpancse hed cihuracteriastically vinalf

=

eateqd their honer Ly refusing Lo work fox the uenmy. “Tﬂby
hae rercined "fuce” in the eyes of their uificers Ly refusine
Lo wora.unilil forced at the poiat of the bayonot,

The following morning r. Conzeies iuterviewed the
of'icers in the pesl hosiital, E‘q’,:,;{}:ﬂ\‘ Lu Lhew cione us
G2 of Lhe Jejanese officers unserstood sulliclent inglish,
‘n ererying, hs s&.d bhal Vho oiflicers wenbed Lo BLave whe non-
curds wibh then, be wiieh Sod. coxers regiied List Loab was
teln, u:yangod. {see ebwvel). .ihey wlsu ob.tec that Lhey had
been “cuniined” in Lhe houo. ltul Tus fourly duys wiere: s Lhe
Ceneve cunveubion provided for e saxima joenuliy of ouly
thirty days. Jol. “ogers stated that there hod bsen no tLrial
g thet the officers were oot leing clacl_ lived or unished,
end that Lbhey had never lLeen srrested., (e anic that it had
beaen nececsery te renove tho offlceers fror the ren und that
the huapital ward wag the only nlece eveilable, Ue reg:«ttod
tiret the speoce wes ot isrce hubl reminded r. Con.eles tlat

orrangewents weres belns rede Lo remove thy officers and non-

Gl bu u oerrrnont slte. The oificers mlso complained that
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it was "undirnified” fo; them to receive as 1little money es
they did. VHost of thewm are ensivng cr lleuvtenants anud recelve
about #25 per month, out ol whioh 317 is teien for the mess
bill., wule. ~0Osars exploalined this siituabtlion wsud stoted that in
his opirion the ufficers nud besn su;plieod with sdiitional
funus by the nen (when they were toggether) vy the nen for the
nedt part worked and rsceived 304 Jeir duy tnd their food was
froe, GCel. ogers a Ced thet at thet time Lie non-cooperating
non-gong were 3till buying besar end iy 2retie awlthoush they

Jid n b werr #nd received no pey excoegt Lie uiiverssl 10¢ ver
" ’ L '

Cr, Gonzeles seered setisiied with 1iese explanstions.
e stebed Lot he wouig send in o "good resort” Lo his Embaasy.
e wus nobt ¢ciiticel ol snythine whlsh Col. (depers lLicd done nor

 Jaal

of bthe prreugenents fur vhe ocsie of the piisoners,

Au vhe Le artient is lteileved Lo have a deacription of
the prisoner of war cumnp abl canp Leloy, no 0o nont iy rede
thiere on ng Lonore hueve bodn nu chunhien, according to Sol. Hogers,
There wwere ot tine of wy vislit 372 Jdepanese  risoners of waer,
tnoiuding 2 office.s snd abuut YU non-cons, Chere are flszo about
the sunme nuvrbor of Cerrang, . The Japunese vnd Lho Lerians ure
guartered lon gepuruto onvlosures, bul thoy use the assme maln
gate or cutrance aud T wein stieet”, ‘They uvizo use the asane
gontoon abd nave ad usoent recreution flelds nol ae ur: ted by a8
fenoe. Jol. opers said that the Jupnnese und the Germans do

not
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not mingle, that they are jeslous wund quicnrly demanc [or
thenselves sny rivelere wiich they think hes been iven to

L =

e

¢ otliey netlionality., Thoy do not work in tho sspe detuille
(except 1u one or uwvo inctanea2s wiere bobl nuve volunteered
for soscial Jjous). Huwavor, tiel's Laog Loed no rrietion or

unrrelins,  da view or a2atliciw ad iaarvngﬂs 14 pileoher

forulutlon, ¢ sorarcte camp Jor Lhw Garong Lo oW undor con-

: struction., ‘ventualiy there will be scoorodetlons for 30L0
J;Huneﬁe and 3000 Geraals 1a bwe cearcste enclosures asboud
Lalf-mile & urt.

I did not gobl an opportuanity Lo speud with the riscners

for more than & few nmowents, sa thoy obviously were sua. I«
of pe ond would el o Yy L uestions olly in moenoevilebles,
The nun-cons ahd el ere courtcaus cad resygouilul S0 Zol.
iwogers und the othuor mericsu offlcera, g cvservad o bose-
Lell sraive und L come Lo Che conclusion Lhev the ven weore
yensonebly bwpy tid that 1ittie serliouvas i;z'f‘;tt’::ltﬁ from thom
sould be anticipubed. tTheir Tficurs likswlss did not want to
talx wilh me, @ Jul Lhe woab pert Lhey dre suiler and hruculent,
They did not pay eny attentlion Lo Joi. opers ug e showed us
ercund bhe waré where they aro avufined apy deliuite feoling

of anirosity wes In the eir. oz they do ncd end will not work,
or even tahke san inteirest in Jiobtles o' c¢ue ~ina or sunolher, 1
Lolieve Liat eve .tunlly thaey will ocremte & asriow: ineident,
sulcide is un eobvious "out”,

snd may e expected at eny time

either singly or in groups,

L § R 1

*ORTIR YT 4oTIM £9TTenAuere Auw Jo eawn 2Y8l 09 sIepJto
penseY guy o1 qnuUq £0q9mwlE pun 979TTTQT8807 @gely] In oxnmm
81 81070 “TO; *eJIT WO NooTqano IT9UYY YITM U7 9135 pInom

«FUTINITT uncp oF, PuUB 8PIUN S OYL OHOOIOAO 09 dqueqqn wgen v
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j Janusry 29, 1948
[--Hf-" ,, ~
Vieit to irison-r of Yar Camp, Camr Holoy,
N Wigsoonsln, by Mr. Goyeneche of the Spanigh
& B Imbasay in -~ghinuton, “r. Gonzaleg, the
v 2 ‘panish ongul at Chieapgo, and “r. 8. K.
4 | Johangen, ivieion of Japanese Affsirs,
e Cepaprtment of Ltate,
W !
. January 25 - 27, 1945
- P uy f In accordance with the Department's instruction of
3N & | Janusry 18, 1946, I left ¥nshington on the afternoon
TN 7T | of Jrnusry 24 in company with ¥r, Goyeneche of the
i ¢ Iparigh icbersy to visit the Japsnese Frisoner of war
i .. i tamp at Ca-p Heloy, <lsocnsin., +e srrived at Camp
Q;ag . lieloy the foliowing »f% rnoon, aas did “r. Geonzales,
(o b ) the Zpanieh Consul st Chleage. The Spanish represen-
o ST tativer and 1 depsrted on the morning of January °7.
e The Spanish repreacntatives indlested that they

o }

wi & pleaged with condltions 2t the camp and that
the gomplainte of the Japesnese priacners wers of a
minar nesture, The inppecetion was more thorough than
usunl becsuse it wne I'r. Coyeneche's first vigit to
a wriammer of wir eamp and he wag anxloug to exmmine
the ecnmn in detsil.

During my atny at Camp MeCoy i viclted the compound
for Japanese ofierre, onc compound for Jropanegre
enlieted and non-eo-~lanioned preresonnel, the compound
for Korenns, nnd the hospitel.

I found no besie ohien. e ‘n the sltustion as
revorted in ¥ise “ugnep's memorandum covering her
vigit to the oamn ecenber € - 8, 19441 The Jonanese
officers remalne. apathetie snd unceoverstive; other
Japaneae priaoners co tinued to do »e 1LIttle work ae
rorgible; and the Koreane were gt' 1l moet cooperative,
The Spanish representatives, inoldents=lly, held =
meeting with srokesmen of the Jupsnese enligted andg
nen=gonttagrioned perscncel and inforzed them that
they would have $o de more work, The dpanisgh
re-repentrtives stnted thnt the Japaness spokeemen
promiged improvement In thie motter., it seems of
intereet %o note here that Lt. Goleonel hoygers,
companding nfficer of the prissnrre of war espp,
sttributed the ungrivicefrotory someunt of work done
ty the Jepanese orisoners in part to the lack of
ermne’ gnt suoerviaors ~f ~utdoor work detells T
crrable of goring with the "woid=bricking" attitede —
of wir nplepnere, e gtated thet the gitu~tison was
much better na regards Jopaneae asslgned to work
in vhiech they wers cpoperly sunrsrvliaeed, such ns
in the kiltch: ne.

It avreared
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It appeared to me that Japanese enlisted and non-
commissioned personrel engaged in proJects of thelr
own showed genuine intereet therein., 1 have particularly
in mind thelr theatre, where they take conslderable palns
in making stage prope and costumes and hold regular
rehearsals in preparation for periodic performasnces.

So far as I could tell, the Japanese prisoners were
in reasonably good spirits. For example, I noticed
considerable laughing and friendly Jostling on the
part of prisoners getting into trucks preparatory
to leaving for work. However, Colonel Rogers informed
me during the course of a conversstion that there had
been opportunity to touch on the matter of sulclide with
the Japanese enlisted and non-commisgsioned personnel.
They had indicated that they regarded themselves as
"dead" but that they did not contemplate suiclde while
in thls country. They reslized, howev:r, that they would
be sent back to Japan after the war and intimated that
there might be sulcldes on the boat while enroute, but
that the majority contemplated kllling themselves on
Japanese goll. Colonel Hogers expressed a strong hope
that J panege surr-ender might come sbout in such a way
that these men would not feel it necessary to do away
with themselves, because he felt that by giving the
prisoners humane and decent treatment within the
necessary dleciplinary limitstions he and hls officers
might build up an attitude on the part of the prisoners
which would be helpful to this country if they could
return to Jzpan and take thelr plsces in the Japanese
communlty after the war.

Colonel Rogers and his subordinates showed particular
interest in the Korean prisoners, who are mostly of
the laboring class, and were endeavoring toc afford them
facilities to improve thelr education and training.
Colonel Rogers sald that the Koresan prisoners required
little wotching and that thelr great interest in life
appeared to be to see the defeat of Japan, after which
they hoped to return to 2 librrated Korea. I was
impressed by the friendly--but nroper--relationship
betwren the camp authorlties and the Koreans.

I fully agree with the opinion of Migs VWegner,
expressed in her memorandum under refercnce, that the
camp is fortunate in having personnel of the caliber
of Colonel Rogers and his subordinste officers. I feel
that they are handling a difficult task admirably.

JA:Johansen:KMB
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CM/PM/GD United States of America

¥ From the Spec al W Var 'F'rnblems D%ﬁis’i‘ﬂs‘
CA.MP MCCOY W ISCONSIN ¢ 5% PARTR EN PhE ST ‘\\':'[:- TD: [
S enitior
Visited on September g ‘ =
by Messrs. Cardinaux and Metr &%JCLA?“&.
| Date: it

Since our visit of March 31, 1944, there have been
the following changes:

" Number of Prisoners:

German : fd i .f'fj{i.m
'R:Non commissioned officers, Pty B
Members of the senitary personnel al
Privates 217
Total 231 Germen
) ; , PRI, : .prisoners
The spokesman 1s NGO Franz SIKORhA '
Jaganese. ' | . e
- Officers 256
Non-commissioned offlcers 142
Brivates - i;.» i oge i BT i 533

= Total i, TREHE RO R v ipe B Rl . 700 Japanese
By ) s R (G SO OE. Ll el OB prisoners

The Spokesman for the officers is Lleutenant Colonel
Shotaro MATSUI; for the men: Kiyoushi je HIGASHI._

The prisoners of the. two nationalities are completely
separated; the canteen, however, .is common and serves
all the prisoners, We spent a moment there on the pay-
- day for the Japanese prisoners, who all came to the can-
teen to buy thelr supplies. German prisoners work as
sales clerks; we were able to observe that this system
operates to the general satisfactlion.

German Prilsoners

Those who were in the camp at the time of our last
visit have been transferred; the majority of those who
are there now were captured in France, a few are from
Fort Leonard Wood Missouri. :

: Since the 1ast visit, the section reserved for the
German prisoners has not been changed, but the roads and
gardens have been Improved. In front of the recreation
room the prisoners‘have;constructed e pool, in which
they -have put some red fish; benches and tables have
been placed around the buildings -and the whole effect
is excellent.

Work
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Work

: All‘the-Germanfprisonefsiwork.fof thélﬂéiéhﬁéfiﬁéﬁ
military camp and ‘are pald 80 cents per-day. They are
emploved chiefly in the following work: UGy S

Construction of a fish pond

Repair and upkeep of the automobiles
Sewer construction

Work in the wurehouses

Chauffeurs :

Farm work:

Library - Education

- The prisoners have quite a large library. They have
organized courses in different subjects. Several pri-
soners speek English very well and are capasble of teach-
ing that language to thelr comrades..

Amusement s

Since our last visit, a lerge athletic field has been
laid out. The prisoners play football there daily. This
fleld being within the camp enclosure, the prisoners may
go there at any ‘hour of the day. Benches for spectators
have been placed around this field.

Correspondence :

‘A1l the prisoners receive mail regulerly, except a
few, seven in number, who are without news of their
families and the list of whom we have sent to Geneva.
One of the prisoners, transferred from Africa, where he
wes interned for 'a year, told us that he did not receive
a single letter while he was in Africa, but that, upon
his arrival in the United States, about fifty letters of
anclent date were delivered to him. We have submitted
this case to the competent Authorities.

Conclusion
‘We talked with the Spokesman and his assistant,
Gerhardt KITZEKA, who are very satisfied and have no com-
plaints to make.
Japanesé Prisoners
Officers

Since our last vislt, difficulties have arisen: a
large number of new Japanese officer prisoners have ar-
rived, among whom there is an officer who is said to have
exerclzed an influence over the other officers and the
men. He is said particularly to have attempted to destroy
the "entente", which was normal, exlsting between the pri-
soners and the Authoriltles before his arrival. The Camp
Commander had to make the decision of completely separating
on the one hand, the offlcers, and, on the other, the NCO's
who refuse to work, from the other prisoners. At the time
of our visit, the situation was as follows:

The officers were living in a wing of the American
hospital. No private attends them as orderly and they

must
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must make their beds and clean thelr rooms themselves.
Their meals are brought to them from the hospital
kitchen. They have the use of a small recreation
ground, but it is evident that they do not find life

et the hospital as comfortable as in the camp. This
situvation is temporary, and a camp is now being arranged
for these prisoner officers. They will find there the
same accommodations as in the cther camp.

We talked with the Spokesman through the inter-
mediary of Lieutensnt Sakamaki, his Assistant, who
speaks English, and we were eble to observe the change
in his attitude towards the American Authorities.

Non-commissioned officers

Privates

There are 142 non-commissiloned officers, 89 of whom
positively refuse to work as supervisors. It was ne-
cessary to separate these NCO's also from those who are
willing to work, because of their bad influence upon the
latter. A small camp has therefore been arranged for
these prisoners: the bulldings are of exactly the same
type as those of the main camp. The food is the same.

A large athletic field is at the disposition of this
group. Since they refuse to work, they receive only
three dollars a month, which does not permit them to
buy much at the canteen. We talked, with the help of
an interpreter, with the Spokesman of this group, and
we tried to explain that the Conventlion stipulates that
prisoner NCO's must work, but we were unable to obtaln
their essent. The Camp Commander treats them in'the
same manner as the other prisoners. They have the same
clothes, the same food, etc. They also receive their
share of the relief sent to the camp by the Delegation
and other relief organizations.

The 533 privates and 53 NCO's who are working live
in the main camp next to the Germen prisoners. We had a
long conversatlon with the Spokesman, who declared him-
self very satisfled with the treatment received by him
and his men. We had an opportunity to be present at the
monthly payment of this group (they are paid at the rate
of 80 cents per day) and we were able to observe the good
humor and good morale of these men. The Spokesman and
his Assistant distributed the pay under the directlion of
an American sergeant. The Camp Commander declared to us
that the Spokesman was directing the affairs of the camp
very competently.

There 1s no change as regards general conditions in
the camp, except for a few improvements here and there.
The Natlonal Catholic Welfare Conference has sent the
Japanese prisoners mah-jong sets and, at our request,
brushes and ink from China. <The prisoners have promised
us to make a few drawings and paintings for the exhibition
which the International Red Cross Committee wishes to
organize next year.

Conclusion
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Conclusion

The Camp Commender, with whom we‘hévémﬁéry cordial
relations, is taking argreat deal of trouble to smooth
out the difficulties which we have just described.

The prisoners greatly esteem the Commander, as well
as the other American officers, who, having been at Camp
licCoy for more than two years, know the prisoners whtll
and understand their problems.
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CAMP McCOY, WISCONSIN . (o PARTMENG O STATE TO:
-—_/

Visited on September 18, 1944E&L)CL
by Messrs. Cardinaux and Metr? A

Since our visit of March 31, 1944, there have been
the following changes:

Number of Prisoners:

German :
Non-commissioned officers 13
Members of the sanltary personnel 5 1
Privates 217
Total 231 German
prisoners
The Spokesman 1s NCO Franz SIKORKA.
Japanese:
Officers 25
Non-commlssioned officers 142
Privates 533
Total 700 Japanese
prisone rs

The Spokesman for the officers is Lieutenant-Colonel
Shotaro MATSUI; for the men: Kiyoushi je HIGASHI.

The prisoners of the two nationalltles are completely
sepaerated; the canteen, however, 1is common and serves
all the prisoners. We spent a moment there on the pay-
day for the Japanese prisoners, who all came to the can-
teen to buy thelr supplies. German prisoners work as
sales clerks; we were able to observe that this systemn
operates to the general satisfaction.

German Prisoners

Those who were In the camp at the time of our last
visit have been transferred; the majority of those who
are ther= now were captured in France, a few are from
Fort Leonard Wood, Missourl,

Since the last visit, the section reserved for the
German prlisoners has not been changed, but the roads and
gardens have been improved. In front of the recreation
room the prisoners heve constructed a pool, in which
they have put some red fish; benches and tables have
been placed around the builldings and the whole effect
is excellent.

Work
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All the German prisoners work for the nelghboring
military camp and are paid 80 cents per day. They are
employed chiefly in the following work:

Construction of a fish pond

Repair and upkeep of the automobiles
Sewer construction

Work in the warehouses

Chauffeurs

Farm work

dbrary - FEducation

The prisoners have quite & large library. They have
organized courses in different subjects. Several pri-
soners speak English very well and are capable of teach-
ing that language to their comrades. ,

Amusement s

Since our last visit, a lsrge athletic field has been
laid out. The prisoners play football there daily. This
field being within the camp enclosure, the prisoners may
go there at any hour of the day. Benches for spectetors
have been placed around this fleld.

Correspondence:

All the prisoners receive mall regularly, except a
few, seven in number, who are without news of thelr
femilies and the list of whom we have sent to Geneva.
One of the prisoners, transferred from Africa, where he
wes interned for a year, told us that he dld not receive
a single letter while he was in Africa, but that, upon
his arrival in the United States, about fifty letters of
ancient date were delivered to him. We have submitted
this case to the competent Authorities.

Conclusion

We talked with the Spokesman and his assistant,
Gerhardt KITZKA, who are very satisfied and have no com-
plaints to make.

Japasnese Prisoners

Officers

Since our last visit, difficulties have arisen: a
large number of new Japanese offlcer prisoners have ar-
rived, among whom there is an offlcer who is sald to have
exercized an influence over the other officers and the
men. He is sald particularly to have attempted to destroy
the "entente", which was normal, existing between the pri-
soners and the Authorities before his arrival. The Camp
Commander had to make the decislion of completely separating
on the one hand, the officers, and, on the other, the NCO's
who refuse to work, from the other prisoners. At the time-
of our visit, the situation was as follows:

The officers were living in a wing of the American
hospital. 1o private attends them as orderly and they

must
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must meke their beds and clean their rooms themselves.
Thelr meals are brought to them from the hospital
kitchen. They have the use of a small recreation
ground, but it is evident that they do not find life

at the hospital as comfortable as in the camp. This
sitvation 1s temporary, and a camp is now being arranged
for these prisoner officers. They will find there the
same accommodations as in the other camp.

We talked with the Spokesman through the inter-
mediary of Lieutenant Sakamakd, his #ssistant, who
speaks Fnglish, and we were able to observe the change
in his attitude towards the Americaen Authorities.

Non-commissioned officers

Privates

There are 142 non-commissioned officers, 89 of whom
positively refuse to work as supervisors. It was ne-
cessary to separate these NCO's also from those who are
willing to work, because of thelr bad 1Influence upon the
latter. A small camp has therefore been arranged for
these prisoners: the bulldings are of exactly the same
type as those of the main camp. The food is the same.

A large athletic field 1is at the disposition of this
group. Since they refuse to work, they receive only
three dollers a month, which does not permit them to
buy much at the canteen. We talked, with the help of
an interpreter, with the Spokesman of this group, and
we tried to explain that the Conventlon stipulates that
prisoner NCO's must work, but we were unable to obtain
their assent. The Camp Commander treats them in'the
same manner as the other prisoners. They have the same
clothes, the same food, etc. They also recelve their
share of the relief sent to the camp by the Delegation
and other relief organizations.

The 533 privates and 53 NCO's who are workling live
In the main camp next to the German prisoners. We had a
long conversation with the Spokesman, who declared him-
self very satisfied with the treatment received by him
and his men. We had an opportunity to be present at the
monthly payment of this group (they are paid at the rate
of 80 cents per day) and we were able to observe the good
humor and good morale of these men. The Spokesman and
his Assistant distributed the pay under the direction of
an Americen sergeant. The Camp Commander declared to us
that the Spokesman wes directing the affairs of the camp
very competently.

There is no change as regarde general conditions in
the camrp, except for a few improvements here and there.
The liatlonal Catholic Welfare Conference has sent the
Japanese prisoners mah-jong sets and, at our request,
brushes and ink from China. <The prisoners have promlsed
us to make a few drawings and paintings for the exhibition
which the International Red Cross Committee wishes to
organlize next year.

Conclusion
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Conclusion

The Camp Commander, with whom we have very cordial Py
r=lations, is taklng argreat deal of trouble to smooth
out the difficulties which we have just described.

The prisoners greatly esteem the Commander, as well
as the other American officers, who, having been at Camp
licCoy for more than two years, know the prisoners whll
and understand their problems.

B L
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REPORYT' i VISIT TO ¥RISONTR OF WAR CAMP McCOY, WISCONSLIN, MAY 8, 1944
BY HOWARD V. HONG

For the first time in over forty visits to prisoner of war camps 1 was
invited to enter the stockade. Ior a Tew hours each I talked to the
German Spokesman and the aide to the Japanese Spokesmane Lt. Col. Rogers
suld that they had hed no notification of smuthorization from trhe PMG and
this was, no doubt, the reason for the hesitency to permit me within the
stockadea.

The Japancsge .pokesman was in the hospital with a very serious heart
condition. There was a very recl possibility of his dying soon. An Amer-
ican officer said thet this would be a fateful thing for the camp, becauss
the Cpokesman hoe been a ¢ood, sticadying influonce in the Japanese compound
and the authorities would regret losing him.

German Group

There have been iwo Catholic services, and a prisoner YMCA sccretary was
about to begin holding Protestent services. The absence of a chapel 1s to
be remedied by the remodeling of the tailoring shop so that services could
b8 held on sund«y and class@s in tha ovening.

A new education and theater-music leader was sppoint=d May 8 to replace
a man who apparently had not been energetic 2aough. This lezder will be
paid by the prisoners themselvead.

At present the classes are:
Bnglish--3 (2 beginnerz' and one advanced students' clesses)
German language and literature--1
Arithmetic=-2
Algebra--1
History--1
Geography=--1
Agriculiure-=1
Physics~-=1
Mechanical drawing--1
Latin--1
French=--1
Classes to be added ars: economics and a class in electiicity and gas
motors.

A theater has beén made in the day room but no plays have becn presented
yet. Movies have been given. ihe German Maedchen in Uniform was not ap-
preciated gonerallye.

Japana2se Group

For the p=zst two months small groups of additional Japanese have been
coming about every forinight. The PMG report indicates that more are in
transit and they most likely are on their way to McCoy. Approximately one-
half of the men go outside for work now. The Japanese were preparing to
stage one of their elaboruite licctricnls agaln May 27, and plan another one

late in the summer, sometime bufore November 3, which appareatly is a festival

day. The school 1&g coantinuing ns before. 'They would Like 1o add classes

in geography, history, algebra, goometry, anl trigonometry, 1f Japanese books

are obtainable.



L DECLASSIFIED
Auhody 1D VoS

By NARA Dt

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

From DEPARTMENT OF STATE
To: PMGO
Datey 10/23/44

CAMP McCOY

Visited by Mr. 4. Cardinesux, on March 31, 1944.

‘GERMAN PRISONERS:

German prisoners have arrived at the cemp since our last visit lest
December. 1In 3 months, they have completely organized their life in the
campe

The Germans hsve a spokesmen for each Company:

MEIER Joseph, Corpl,
PANTZER, Heinrich, Sgt.
GEISLER, Herbert, Sgt. Major

The prisoners of the two netionelitiss (Jepanese) are entirely separated
from each other. However, the canteen, which is at the entrance of the camp,
is used by both, but this situation has not yet created any difficulty.

Medicel Attention:

The German prisoners Oscar KOITSCH works in the infirmary: for 5 years he
hsed been a surgical ssgsistant in Germeny; He is very competent and his
services are appreciated by the &mericen doctor. He, &s well as the other
members of the ssnitary persomnel, has expressed the desire to have the rvight
to leave the camp for a walk. The cemp Commander gave his authorizaticn
for s weekly walk, but since the prisoners refuse to be accompanied by a
guard the welks cannot take plece. We heve advised the members of the sanitary
personnel to accept hsving & guard, as it is a custom in other camps.

Library:
The library includes at present:

291 novels
268 "Soldatenbriefe"

sent by the German Red Cross and transmitted through our chennel, 4 larger
shipment will be made very shortly,

Educstion:

The mejority of the prisoners are taking courses in English and they
aenticipete the organization of other courses on different subjects.

Amusements:

The prisoners have built & stage in one of the barracks; they have also
formed sn orchestra., #£ recrestion room has been furnished very comfortably
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(Cont'd - Zmusements)

with sofas snd armeheirs bought from the canteen funds. One of the prisoners,
& peinter, adorned the room witk decorstive panels, which gives a very pleasing
eppearance.

For the orchestrz we hsve sent a collection of German music books received
from the Germsn Red Cross. 3

Work:
The majority of the prisoners are engaged in the following workj

Repeiring automobiles

Art Studio

Carpentry

Leundry of the &merican camp,

The prisoners are very happy at being sble to work; the mechanics, especially
show their contentment at being able to continue exercising their profession.

Conclusion:

The spokesmen with whom we spoke after dinner, without witnesses, tolcd us
that the camp Commander make them responsible for the good discipline of the

camp and thet the discipline was perfect.

Four prisoners, having brothers in other csmps, made special requests
in order that the latter might be transferrec to their camp, which have been
grented them. The prisoners peid the traveling expenses.

The morale, discipline and the health of the prisoners are perfect,
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PRISONER OF WAR CAMP
CANMP MceQOY, WISCOHBIN
Kareh 18, 19, 20, 1944
I. COMMANDING OFFICER: Lieutenant Colonel Horace I.
Rogere, Inf,
ixecutive Officer: Captain FYaul A, Johnson, C.M.F,
Mediecal Cfflcer: Lieutenant Joegeph >, Peollllo, .C,
lental Officer: kajor Henry Freullicht, D.C,
Fost Commander; Colonel Jeorge . Haclullen, Inf,
Camp Spokesman: Josef Keler, acldat
11. NIB1T:

The camp was vislted by Dr. Rudolph Flacher represent-
ing the Department of German Intereets in the Legation of
Switzerlond dn ¥asshington, sccompenied by Mr, Darwin De-
Golle, vireclwl #“ur irobleme Uivision, Depsrtment of ftate,
Thie wae the [lret occasion on which & vislt had been made
to the camp in behslf o German prisoners of war, although
the camp had previnusly been vielted in behnlf of the 114
Japanese prisonerec of war vwho are slso detained there,

111, PERSONS
e+ et e s

730709

;



\Hl'_l’l\'ﬂl)ll('.l 1 AT THE MATIONAL ARCY wis Aulhﬁﬁw F t! [tz 7\{ ({0&15
2y 0b)  NARA Dz g2

P

III. PEHRSONS DETAINLD:

There were 433 (erman prilsoners of war in the camp
on the dey of this vielt, classified as to rank and
brench of eervice ar follows!

Protected
'ersonnel Army Navy Luftwaffe Total
Officers 0 0 0 0 0
Non-Comsa 0 44 0 23 67
Enlisted LB 267 P 109 366
0 30i 0 132 433

The camp was established for Japanese prisoners of
war, but in order to have prisoners of war who could per-
form some much needed labor gbout the post, the commander
requested 500 Germans, whilch were sent from Fort Leonard
“ood, llssouri, on Pecember 20, 1943. Since that time
one additional prisoner sarrived from i'risoner of Yar Camp,
GCamp Vpelliks, Alabama, hoving been transferred at his own
requeet to Join his brother, and thirty-one were sent to
Camp kicCaln, Mieziscipp!l, on January 1€, 1944, thirty-five
to Camp Alva, Oklanoms, on January <2, 1944, and two to
Camp Grent, 1llinols, on January 29, 1944.

The priesoners of war had all been thoroughly processed
upon thelr arrival and were already acoustomed to American
prisoner of war camp routine, They offered no particular
complaints about the treatment they hao received elgewhere,

1V, DESCRIPTION OF POAT:

Camp MeCoy, a temporary training camp of the United
States Army, 1er locested sbout elght miles from the small
town of Sparta, Wlsconeln, on the maln line of the Mll-
wonukee llailway hetween Milwaukee and Minneapolis, and
alseo on a branch line of the Chicago and Northwestern
iellwny. The surrounding country consists of relatively
sparsely settled land, with a sendy soll that is not
partioculerly desirable for agricultural purposes. The
climate 1e entirely healthful, with an altitude of 850
feet and & rainfall in July 1943 of 1.05 inches and in
January 1944 a preclipitation of .88 inches. Temperature
ranges have heen as follows:

1943 July meximum 84° minimum 620 averayge 73°

1944 January maximum 74°  minimum -16© average 27°

V. DESCRIFTION OF PRISONER OF WAR CANP:

The prilsoner of war ocamp 18 located about four miles
from the post and approximately five wmlles from the town
of Sparte. The bulldings were erected in 1936 as a C.C.C,

caup
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camp, and later were used as an internment camp beginning
in lareh 1942.

There are four compounds and a recreatlion area lnside
the stockade. Compounds no, 1 and 2 are used for Japanese,
and nos. 3 and 4 for Germans; each has an area of 480 feet
by 190 feet, whille the recreation ares 1s 560 feet by 650
feet by 400 feel by 620 feet., 7The area of the two German
compounds 1s thus 180,500 sauare feet and the eize of the
reoreation area {(which 1s used Jointly by both German and
Japanese prisoners) is 216,562 squere feet,

The compounda are adequately drained, with atreets
that are graded but not surfaced, The recreatlion field
has not yet been improved, since 1t haeg not been possible
to make much use¢ of Lt slnce the prisoners sarrived last
Necember, but 1%t 1s anticipated that 1t will be put into
ehape as soon as the weather permitasa,

The bulldinge ocoupled by prisoners of war which
were construocted for the C.C.C., are 130 feet by 20 feet
and have a capaclity of fifty men although they are not
at present filled to ecapacity. 'They are provided with
standard lavatory frnellitles, Water and sewage dlsposal
freillties are adequate, The prisoners of war sleep in
double-decked beds epaced in accordance with Army regu-
lationa for American troops, although the space allotted
ench indlvidual for his clothing and personal effects 1is
apparently sub-stnndard cue to the elze and construction
of the bulldings.

liees hall are similar in size to the barrackes and
an orderly room ies »rovided in each. There ig sleo a
barracks bullding fitted as day-.room for each compound
which 1& exceptionally well equipped with furniture and
gamea,

Fire fighting equipment is on hand in each bullding
a8 well as additlonal equlpment outside the compound,
The camp 13 sleo protected by the post fire department.

Vi. FOOIR AND CLOTHIMNG:

The rotiona 1lssued to the prisoneres of war are
identicnl to those provided the Americsn troops in the
poet, tTthe everage value of the retion durldng the month
of February having been 20,6868, The 1ssue for 100 men
on iarch 18 wae asg follows:

PERISHABLES UNIT TOTAL
Pork, loin 1b. 90
deef, carcass 1., 20
Lgge doz. 3
i1lk, fresh qt. 35
Butter 1b. :
Lard substitute 8 2 1/2
Bread 1b. 45
Lettuce 1lb. 10
Cerrots ib, b

rotatoes
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PERIBHABLES UNIT TOTAL
I'otatoes, white 1b. 117
Cuocumbers 1b; +]
Radlehes ib. 2
Celery 1b, 10
Onlons b5 5 6
Turnips ib. b
Cauliflower 1 26
Oranges 1b. 36
NON<I'ERI SHABL KD
Mllk, evap., 14 1/2 o=z, can 34
GCereal, dry, indiv. pkg. 60
Flour ik, 18 1/2
Alce b 4
Sugar, granulated ib. 20 1/2
Jam, 2 1hb, Jar 4
owder, dessert, PkE. 4
chocolate 2z oz.

reas, #2 oan 15
Tomatoes, #10 oan ! 4
Coffee 1b, °)

The clothing 1lssued to each prisoner of war 1is

entlirely adequate and haeg consisted of the followlng

items:

ARTICL LS

Coat, wool

Shirt, wool
Trousers, cotton
Ralnecoat

Urawers, cotton
iIndershirt, cotton
Prawers, wool
Undershirt, wool
Socks, cotton
Socks, winter

Gep, wool (knit)
Cap, cotton
Overshoes, peck
Boots, legging-top
Shoer, service
Belt, walst, web
(3loves, heavy leather
Handkerchief

Bag, barrack
Brush, shaving
Brush, tooth

Coub

Razor, safety, b blades
Towel, bath

Coat, cotten, denim
Cot, canvas, steel
lattress

Covers, mattress
P1llows

Comforters
Hlankets

FPlllowcases

NUMBER I53URD

PO RO NS NG DO B B R B D0 b e e b B i O O DO R0 B
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VII. MEDICAL FACILITIES AND ATTENTION:

8ick call is held daily in the dispensary bullding
inslde the stockade which 1s equipped as a ten-bed hospital
for the care of prisoners of war suffering from minor ail-
ments, In the event of a serious affliction, two wards in
the large post hospital have been set aride for occupancy
by the prisoners of war. Hone was hospltalized there at
the time of thies vislt. The complete medloal services of
the larpge post hogpltal are avallable to any prisoner of
wur who mey regulre them.

The dlspensary ie slao equipped with a dental chalr
and necessary dentel operstiona are performed there,

Hoth the medical officer and the dental offlicer devote
their entire time to attendling the prisonere of war, and
ere asslsted by Uerman personnel.

VIII., SECURITY:

The camp 1s guarded by the 667th Milltery Iollice LEscort
Guard Company with a complement of three officers and 1356
men, There are also attached to this company a group of
twelve war dogs, who are ststed by the camp officlals to
perform an indlspenasable seprvice in asslseting to puard the
nrisoners, particulsarly when they are working in woods or
other aress where it ig d1fficult to provide a wholly ad-
equate number of human guardas,

The stockade irs surrounded by a double wire fence and
seven guard towers., The guards are lnatructed to challenge
& prisoner of war three times before firing, and up to the
time of thies report there had been no shote fired, or es-
capen, or attempte to escape.

IX. LABOR:

There hns been adequate work avallable for all pris-
oners of war sgince the asctivation of the ocamp, including
freight handling in warehouseg, handling the c¢oal, clear-
ing of underbrusn, repalr anc maintenance of automotive
equlpment, 1n additlion to certaln other tasks, such as
ghioe repalr and the customary pald and unpald labor inside
the atockade, The averagze sarnings of a prisoner of war
durlng the wontn of Mebruary, including the §3.00 a month
allowance glven nhlm, wae $18.00 per man.

The attitude of the prisoners toward working has been
entirely cooperative, and while there has not always been
enough supervisory work to occupy all the non-commissioned
offloers, there were at the tlme of thie visit no prisoners
of war who refused to work, There are no side oamps,

X. RECREATICH:

Reading; The prisoners of war have gsome 500 to 600
volumes of ﬁerman books and about 1,000 English books avail-
able from which to select thelr reading materlial.

(tames:
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Games : Gemes available include ping pong, cards,
checkere, chess, and one pool table,

Theatricals: There 1s a well equipped stage settling
inside the stookade in one of the day rooms, but the pris-
oners of war heve shown no interect in organlizing a dramatioc
group,

Moving Fletures: On each Saturday afternoon a show
ie aveliabile to all prisoners of war, for which a nominal
charge 1s made, On Sunday afternoons &s many as can be
accommodated at one showlng are allowed to attend a free
performance, The theater is outside the compounds, and
it 18 therefore necessary for guarde to accompany the
prisoners of war. The fllme shown have been the same as
those exhihited to ftroops at the poast, with the exception
of obviously unsatisfactory plays.

Athletles: There 1s plenty of equipment avallable
for soccer, football, volleyball, medlcline ball and horse-
shoes, It is antliclipeted that outdoor athletlos will be
indulged in in 2 greater degree wlth the arrival of milder
weather,

Schoolsa: Classes in English have been organlrzed
among the prisonera of war, and other subjeots are belng
considered, The oclasses are conducted entirely by prisoners
of war themselves without supervision from the camp author-
itles,

Worship: The German prisoneres of war have been of-
fered services but do not wieh them., One or two attempts
have been made to hold services but attendsnce waes acarce
and the prisoners sald that they had no interest in the
service unless the attendling clergy would undertake to
pray for a German victory.

Corregpondence: About seventy percent of the pris-
oners of war have recelved correspondence from home slnce
thelr arrival at this camp.

Camp NHewspaper: lone

News: The prisoners of war receive regulaerly the
Chieapo Tribune and Sup., the New York Times and the
Chrietian ocience Honitor. They were at the time of thie
vislt selecting one nf the German language newspapers in
thle country to which they wish %o subscribe,

Canteen: One lerye canteen ia operated for the
entire group; 1t is completely stocked with all the mer-
chandlise appropriastely found 1n camp canteens, The atate-
nent of the eanteen for the month of February showed gross
sples of 47347.97 with a gross operating profit of $788,97.

XI. DISCIFRINL:

There has been little difficulty in matters of dis-
clpline, Shortly after thelr arrival, the prisoners of war
enceavored to test the caliber of the authoritiee by falling

to
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to report appropriately for work detalls and other forma.
tions and by various other methods, but after being tsken
on a rather lengthy disciplinary wslk and otherwise re-
argured that the camp authoritles 4id not intend to permit
such behavior they have offered no further trouble,

51x of the prlisoners of war who engaged in a riot on
January 5, 1944, were tried by court-martial on March 6,
1644, but the verdiet of the court was sealed and has not
yet been made known to the camp authorities. The men are
confined in the pgusrd house pending the determination of
their verdict. It should be noted here that the use of
the war dogs hoe been of unestimable value in guarding
the prlsoners who have s conslderable respect for the
animels, In some instances 1t has been possible to send
out work details of more than filfty prisoners of war ac-
companled by only four guards and four dogs. Only the
uge of the dogs has enabled the camp to operate with such
# small guard complement.

K1I. COMPLAINTS:

The Swilss representative received no complaints from
the prisoners of war respecting their treatment in the
camp or the conditions preveliling there,

XI1I, OBBERVATIONB OF THE BWISS REFRESENTATIVIL:

The Swiss representative praleed the manner in which
the oamp wee conducted and saild that he found no fault
with it.

XIV. OBSERVATIONS:

Thie observer concurred in the view of the Swlss rep-
resentative that the camp 18 unusually well run and the
prisonere are properly cared for, 1t was especilally noted
thet thls is done with an administrative staff conslistling
of only twenty-one persons and that there are but five com-
miesioned officers In the camp whose duties include earing
for the Japanese prisoners of war as well as the CGermans,
It 1s the bellef of thies observer that the commanding of-
ficer and the executive officer are unususlly capable in
the performance of their duties, and all the other offlcers
ere well qualified snd dizcharge thelr duties most capably.

Darwin DeGolia

awP:i:DeG: ATS
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REPORT OF VISIT TO CAMP &
‘.—L
PRISONER OF WAR DIVISION, PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL'S OFFICE
CAMP e Prisoner of War Camp, Camp McCoy,
Wisconsin,
LOCATION ¢ 6 miles northeast of Sparta, Wisconsin,
DATE: 27 = 29 December 1943,
CAMP COMMANDER: Lt. Colonel Horace I. Rogers.
OTHER KEY OFFICERS: See attached roster, Tab "A",
DATE OF ACTIVATION: . 26 March 1942.
NUMBER OF PRISONERS: 500 German enlisted men
88 Japanese enlisted men, 12 Japanese
officers.
HAS PROCESSING BEEN COMPLETED: Yes.

RANKING PRISONER OF WAR SPOKESHMEN: Unteroffizier Harald Koehne (German)
Ensign Kazuo Sakamaki (Japanese)

A. PHYSICAL PLANT,
1. General Camp Appearance,

The camp is located on gentle rolling terrain at the west end of the
United States Military Reservation of Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. All buildings
with the exception of recreation rooms, dispensary, and prisoner of war
hospital wards are former Civilian Conservation Corps structures of the non-
portable type covered with drab appearing building paper. A sixty foot
steel tower with a small heated building on the platform is located in the
center of the stockade and an unarmed ;uard is on duty at all times to
report any fires or attempts of prisoners to escape. Separate compounds
are maintained for German enlisted men, Japanese enlisted men and Japanese
officers,

2. Geneva Convention.

a. Description of quarters, including adequacy of space and equip-
ment =- Not more than fifty enlisted men are assigned to the 20' x 120'
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barracks~and double deck steel bunks are in use in the camp, I,dividual
bedrooms and a living room are provided in the barracks for the Japanese
officers.

b. Sanitary measures -- The bathhouses have galvanized iron lined
wash troughs with an ample supply of hot and cold running water. Twelve
laundry tubs are installed in each bathhouse, The Japanese have constructed
a large wooden tub in each of their bathhouses as they prefer a tub bath
to a shower bath. General sanitary conditions are excellent.

3. Security Features.

a., Guard towers -- The six guard towers are standard and properly
spaced to assure necessary control with the exception of the tower located
at the southwestern end of the stockade. The floor of this tower is not
a minimum of six feet above the top of the fence. HMachine guns are not in
use in the towers and one guard is on duty at all times in each tower. A
110 volt DC gasoline-electric generator is installed in a small building
under each tower and provides electricity for emergency use in case of
failure of regular source of power. Commnication between all towers and
the guard house is by telephone and a two-way "talkie" system,

b. Fences =- There is a "skinned" space of twenty feet between
the double cyclone wire fence which surrounds the stockade. The outer fence
is topped with an overhang of three strands of barbed wire and the inner
fence has had twelve strands of barbed wire added to it and is approximately
twelve feet high. At frequent intervals each day a motor vehicle is driven
over the area between the double fence surrounding the stockade.

¢c. Line of fire -- A clear field of fire is obtainable from each
tower,

d. Proximity of buildings to fences =- The prisoner of war barracks in
compounds No. 1 and 3 are located within fifty feet of the innerfence and
the garrison buildings are in some cases not over fifty feet from the outer
fence,

e. Dogs -- Eight dogs have been assigned and are used by guards
of prisoner details on work projects outside of the stockade.

f. Proximity of railroads, defense installations, airports, etc. =--
The Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific and the Chicago Northwestern
Railroads run within one-quarter mile of the camp, There is a small alrport
on the main post about one mile from the camp.
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B. ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATION.
l. Geneva Convention.

a. JSegregation of officers and enlisted men -- Separate compounds
are in use for German enlisted men, Japanese officers, and Japanese enlisted
men.

b. Treatment of prisoners -- In general, all prisoners appeared
satisfied with their treatment at the camp.

c. Labor Detachments.

(1) Type of class one labor -- The prisoners are engaged in
general maintenance and administrative work within the compounds.

(2) Type of class two labor -- All work performed on the main
post is of fire preventative nature, i.e., clearln& of underbrush, thinning
out trees and wood cutting.

(3) Availability of class two work projects -- The main post
at Camp licCoy was constructed during 1941-1942 in a heavily wooded part of
the United States Military Reservation and many of the buildings are in close
proximity to heavy underbrush. Fires caused by exploding shells of heavy
guns used by troops on maneuvers present a constant threat., It is estimated
that at least a thousand prisoners could be employed for two years on elim-
ination of fire hazards, such as constructing fire breaks, clearing underbrush,
and felling dead timber,

d. Food,
(1) Kitchen and mess equipment -- Very satisfactory.

(2) Special rations -- Changes have been made to meet the
national tastes of the German and Japanese prisoners.

(3) Supplemental rations from vegetable gardens == A small
quantity of vegetables was raised by the Japanese.

e. Clothing.

(1) Marking of enlisted men's outer garments -- Issued clothing
is being marked.

(2) Exemption of officers! garments from marking -- The garments
of the officer prisoners are not marked,

(3) sufficiency for work details -- Adequate for the needs of
the prisoners.

W
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f. Medical attention.
(1) Average size of sick call -- Averaged about eleven daily.

(2) Hospital and infirmary -- Cne infirmary is in use and
appeared adequately equipped., Two large wards at the Camp McCoy station
hospital are for use of prisoners of war only. No priscners were in the
hospital at time of wvisit.

(3) Nwnber of wounded to be considered for repatriation =--
None.,

(4) Mental and neurotic cases -- Cne slight mental case at
present and not considered serious.

(5) Use of prisoner medical persomnel and number of prisoners
used =~ iight of the German enlisted men are being used in the infirmary.

g. OSide camps and agricultural details -- Hone.
2. General.
a, Recreational facilities -~

(1) Moving picture entertainment -- The camp has a 16 mm pro-
jector and movies are shown to prisoners once a week.

(2) Games, sports, and recreation kits -- This camp has very
little recreational equipment and no kits were furnished by the Provost
Marshal General,

(3) Prisoner orchestras and theatricals -- The Japanese appar-
ently have no desire to form any musical or theatrical groups. The German
prisoners have only been a®t the camp for a week and have not had time as yet
to form orchestras or theater guilads.,

(4) Recreation rooms -- Hlew standard recreation rooms were
completed on 1 December and German and Japanesc prisoners were making
tables, chairs, magazine racks and ping pong tables for the recreation room
in each compound. A piano and a juke box had been oblained for each recrea-
tion room,

(5) Garden tools -- 4 sufficient supply of garden tools is on hand.

(6) viork shop -- There is one work shop in the stockade well
equipped with hand and power tools and German and Japanese prisoners use it.

(7) Library -- 4 library containing about one thousand books is
available to the prisoners.

b. Records maintained at camp -- Cee Tab "B".

-4 -
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c. Guard regulations -- See Tab "C",
C. PERSONFEL.
1. Headquarters Detachment.
a. Strength -- Cee Tab "D",

b. Familiarity with Geneva Convention -- Al)l personnel were
required to be familiar with Geneva Convention.

2. Military Police Escort Guard Companies,

a. Strength -- The 667th liilitary Police Escort Guard Company
with a strength of three officers and one hundred and thirty-four enlisted
men is stationed at this camp,

b, Efficiency =-- Satisfactory.

c. Equipment -- Satisfactory.

d. Attitude toward prisoners -- No incidents have occurred to
indicate ill-feeling between American personnel and prisoners.

D. SPOKESLEK$

1. The Japanese spokesman had no statement to make.

2. The German spokesman stated that the German prisoners are well
satisfied with their treatment at Frisoner of War Camp, Camp McCoy, Wiscon-

sin, and had no complaints to offer.

E.
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CAMP COMIANDER.

1. The Camp Commander desires that additional German prisoners be
assigned to the camp for removael of fire hazards on the main post.

2. It was recommended that two more officers be assigned to duty at
this canp.
F. REMARKS,

This officer was very favorably impressed by the efficient management

of the Prisoner of War Camp, Camp McCoy, ¥isconsin, housing German and
Japanese prisoners of war., Colonel Rogers has a thorough understanding
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Report on a Visit to
Prisoner of ¥ar Camp, Cami,; ¥eloy, Sparta, Wisconsin
Jenuary 5-7, lﬂ 4, by H. Hong

General

The camp still retains its dusl nature as a Japanese and German casmp, with
a segregation of nationalities still preserved. Lt. Col. Rogers and Capt.
Johnson are still the commanding officer and executive officer respectively.

Gexmgn group
General

The new group arrived one week before Christmas. Neverthelese camp develop-
ments have taken place in the subsequent two weeks. A tropical farmer was
chosen as spokesman, partly bescause of his knowlsdge of English., A former
socretary of the YMCA is also in the camp.

Education

Educational materials have not yet arrived in the camp although they have

been ordered. The materlale and books w1ll be very welcome. Thus far the

two boxes of used and new instruwente had come ac well as th~ iwo copies of
Chriatwas, upon which they commented especially, I left numerour srticles

for their work in music, painting, and handerafts. (Sec Shinplng Notice Jan.B)

Selizion

Sarvices are held for the Protestants and Catholics by Capt. Thissen, U.8. Army
Chaplain, Catholic, and the iev. Frederick Gilbert, Sparta, Lutharan. The ser-
vices are held in an unused wess hall asslgnad to the Japanses but not needed
at pregent, Lt. Col. Rogers is sympathetic with the religlous work, even ine
terested, but as yol no resl provision has been asde for a chapel.

Capt. Thissen reported that 50-80 men attended his weekly service. The spokes-
man sald there were about 20 and I could find no wediating fizure. Capt.
Thisgen can use about 100 prayer bhooks.

The Rev. Gilbert raported that from the new group of wen about 20-5) attended
the services. The spokesman esbtimated the atitendance at 25. lr. Gilbert

needs no specific assistance at preseant, but he understands that we are coop-
orating with the Lutheran lomulission for Prisoners of War (as does Cppt. Thisgen
relative to the nC%C). The Polish Bibles and Bible-portions sent to him at

our requast by the Am. Bible Socliety reamched the men concerned.

Education

In spite of the newness of the camp group there are eight classes in progress:
2 in BEnglich, with 70 students; 1 in mathematics, with 15 students; 1 in

# /.
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algebra, with 15 studentas; 1 in physics, with 20 studsnts; 1 in chemistry,
with 30 students; 1 in stenography, with 25 students; and 1 in technical
drawing, with 25 students, They plan courses in German, history, geogre-
phy, blology, agriculture, music instruction (begun), and literary classiocs,

The need for a duplicating machine for both the (erman and Japanese can be
filled by using the heasdquarters equipment. Books for all the above-men=
tioned subjects are sorely needed snd I assursd thewm we would send some,

Now there are sbout 60 German s=nd 125 English books and pamphlets, mostly
from the CCC Camp. Two collegiste level ZEnglish dictionaries would fill

a real need and our providing a source of dictionaries for the canteen and
library and individual use would be welcomes. At least fifty could be

sent and the men would gladly pay the $2.50 of thersabouts for the Cassellls
or Heath,

Re a

A new bullding has Jjust been finighed within the past few months and the
new men have completed plans for fufnishing it. Included in the plans are
a stage, a wooden=floored reading room, a portable partition, asnd a gzame
room.

A competent man 1s available %o direct the thwater and he asks that we
send thew grease paint and German and English one-act and longer plays.

Gamee of all kinds are coming, according to shipping notlces, from the
TECA War Frisoners' Ald. Three plng pong tables have been rehabilitated
and thera is tha prosvect of purcnasing with cantgen funds a pool table
localiy. Ping vong paddles and nete--three sets are neesded, bul, surpris-
ingly enongh, no balls. Flaying cerds sent were glven to the Japanese,
The (ermsns expect to buy thewm in the ganteen. 4 nminlature bowling alley
about 9 faat long, table high 18 Iin the uaking by the priasoners,

There 18 great interest in music. Individual instruction has slready Legun
with the instruments recently arrived irom the WFA of TRCA and with a few

left in the camp. I left two violins during the visit., There are two very
poor pianos, perhaps beyond repalr. MNr. Giltert, the Lutheran pastor in

Sparta, azresed to purchase one for the camp for us, HNouth organs are much
desired and music of all kinds for both instruments and choral groups. They
were quite pleassd at the prospect of receiving the repalr kit from éurlitzer's,
#hile in the cemp I 8s7 & number of broken and stringless instrusents swhlch

can be made playable with work and s few supplies. The shipment of wusic
purchased from Schirmer?s snd others I trust will come through shortly.

One evening I presentad a record concert. Their juke box would not play

the twelve inch records; so I used the table model radic phonograph I had
brought along for such zn emergency. The hsll was really too large for the
instrument, but the 95% of the company in attendance sat attentively and
appreciatively thrsugh s tro-hour concert of Grieg, Strauss, Wagner, and
miscellaneous records by Joseph Schmidt, Sarah Leander, Marlene Detrich,

a male chorus singing wolkslieder, and Nrna Sack. The music they would like
to hear is Verdi, Wagner, Bach, Besthoven, Nozart, 3chubert, Schuwaann,
Tschaikowsky, J. Strauss, Peter Ereuter, %aldteufel, and operettas. The need
for a good record player wsy be taken care of within the camp according to

Col. Hogers.
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Movies are to be glven exclusively now in the post theater which is not
used for any other purpose. The two national groups may attend at the
same time but they are kept separate. The camp has the use ofa 16. wm.
machine whensver such films are avallsble and desirsble.

Hork

Most of the men are working in the cpmp, in the larger camp, or on the
forested reservation. In one company, for example, 197 men of the 2850
were out working on Jamuary 6.

The pride of the men thus far is in the educational program, the begine
ning on the recreation building, and cowpany organigzation. #e ¢an help
them considerabdly in getting under way adequately. The spokesian was
pleased to nave our suggestions for caup orgenizations.

heeds
See attached 1ist by the spokesman,
Bookast

Goneral reading, especially in Cerman

Text books for all present and planned classes

English dictionaries--2 (collegiate level)

Inglishelormane-ternan-"nglish dlctionari9se~—canteen can
takm fifty now for salo-.we provide othars
for 1ibrary and needy individuals—f{rom
dokay to Follett and cCasegell

Prayer books--100 to Catiholic Capt. Thissen

Pring pong paddlas and notse-3 or more sets

Pianoewarrangzments with the Rew, #r. Gilbert

Husle

(irzase Faint

One~-act to longer plays in Inglish and Gerwan

Instruction books for violin and piano

Mlm service (German filme)

Hecord Concert service

Skates (lce) are they available.-two dogens or more.

Howard Hong
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JAPANESE GROUP
Education

The educatiocnal program has not developed since my previous visit. The
books sent, however, have been s help in the present schedule of English
clesses, class in Japanese writing, and lectures on general culture, esthics
and history. Claszes in methemantlics wlll be sdded upon receipt of books
(English is 811 right) in algebra, geometry, and trigonometry. Texts in
history and geography will also bring about the formation of similar classes.
The wen would like a mimeograph mschine for their educational work. The
commandant, however, in our discussion of this ofiered the use of the head-
quarters eguipment for such a curpose.

The library is guite sigeable now, about 500 volumes, ineluding the 225
volumes in Japanese sent by the War Prisoners' Ald and adiitional wvolumes
in Znglish, largely from the depsrted CCC cam: 1library.

Religion

Services are still held in the Buddhist tewpls during the month and individ-
ually the men carry out certain ritual dally in the morning. They would ap-
preclate soms stick incense, nbout a8 long as a pencil and as thick as pencil
lead. It 18 not lmown that there are any Christlians among these Japanese.
One Bible wms included in the cnse of books recently sent.

Recreationgl activity

The two handecraft sctivities in which there 18 moat intsrest at present ere
toy-making, using cigarette paper etc. and rice water, and the making of
paper flowers for the dining rooms, altar, and theater. Msterials.colored
creve paper and thin wiree-.azre neaded for the flowers.

Considerable good water-color painting is done here. HNo ome up to the pre-
gsent has cared to do oil peinting snd even the offsr to leave some olls and
canvases 4id not arouse sny enthusissm. The course in Japsnese writing is
also a part of water-color artistry. Chinese and India ink, bamboo brushes,
and tempera colors left with them were appreclatsed.

At present the camp hes two borrowed gultars, two purchased guitars, two
violins, a few amall mouth organs, 2 plsnos, one organ, ons inconsequential
drum, and two large guitars. The musical instruments we just sent out all
went to the German group. Instruments we should send are listed in the
"neads", Japanese phonograph records would be welcomed. If they are not
avallable in New York, San Francisco may yield soue.

The theastre continues to thrive. An elaborate presentation was made on Hew
Year's Day--a tragi-comedy with Jepanese daneing and a chorus. The sets,
painted grocer's paper, were very extensive and colorful, as are those in
preparation for their play to be given in February. In discussing the theatre,
the commandant consented to vpermit them to bulld s seml-permanent stage, one
which could be removed, but might remain in position as long as the Japanese
are in camp.
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The Jespanese received the playing cards we sent recently and are now
wvell supplied. They anticipate receiving the Go games purchased from
Bradley Bros. The comuandant 1s hold the case of used athletic goods,
including baseball equipment, for them until Spring. They still plan
to build the sporoved tennis court and we should prepare to send equipe
ment of all kinds.

The Japanese told Lt. Hogers that they appreciated very much having

"the YMCA man® come. The NCWC has sent two ¥sh Jong sets but otherwise

the group liss been omitted in the care of prisoners by outside organize-
tions. 7The two spokesmen were more cordial than during the first vieit

and other Japanese came to alt on the fringes of our little conference.

We can weterially =ssist by fulfilling the following

Heeds

Tennis enuipment

30ft ball equipment

Stags curtain

Japanese phonograph records (they have a Juke box)
¥usical instrunents

Large mouth organe2
Bass druwa, cymbals, and snare drum
Clarinet
Flute
Trumpet-~left at end of visit
Water colors and brushas and peper
Colored crepe paper and thin wire for paper flowers

dooks
History
Ceography
Mgebre, geometry, and trigonomatry
Additional general reading

Howard Hong
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Construction of the Enemy Alien Internment Camp: 1939-1942

In 1939, the government constructed a Discharge and Reception Center at the southwestern end of
the South Post. The purpose of the Center was to handle the regional overflow that resulted from the
increasing size of CCC units in the Midwest. The Center contained kitchens, bath houses, mess halls, and
barracks, totalling 30-35 structures within a twenty-acre enclosure.!> These are the first documented
structures constructed at the location of the Japanese POW compound. On January 15, 1942, the Sparta
Herald reported that the CCC Discharge and Reception Center at Camp McCoy would be converted to
an enemy internment compound and that “dangerous enemy aliens[s]” would be confined at the facility.16
When asked to comment on the nature of the enemy aliens held at the facility, the Compound Commander,
Lt. Col. Fred M. Distelhorst claimed “there won’t be any panty-waists here,” indicating that he believed
there was a possibility that dangerous persons would be held at the compound.1” Although Distelhorst
alluded to the fact that military prisoners of war might be held, the facility was officially designated to detain
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Figure 4. A 1942 map of the newly finished enemy alien internment camp. The camp consisted of an enclosed
Discharge and Reception Center; the two fences are highlighted in red. Source: "Plot Plan of Detention Camp,"
February 1942.



civilian enemy aliens.

The initial modifications to the CCC Discharge and Reception Center, in preparation for its new role
as internment camp, consisted of securing the area by enclosing it with two side-by-side mesh and barbed
wire fences (See Figure 4), and included a trapezoidal-shaped recreation yard on the south side. The CCC
kitchens, mess halls, bath houses, and barracks were included within the internment compound. A number
of buildings remained outside the fence for Army administrative use. The two seven-foot chain fences
surrounding the compound were constructed of steel “cyclone” wire mesh, with a one-foot extension of
barbed wire strands attached at the top (See Figure 5). One-foot barbed-wire extension arms that angled
toward the compound on the inner fence, and away from the compound on the outer fence were designed
to deter prisoners from attempting to escape by climbing or “jumping” the fence. The inner and outer fences
were located 30 feet (9.1 m) apart to allow guards to patrol the perimeter of the camp. Fence posts were
supported with iron “H” type supports and sunk into concrete sills to make escapes more difficult. 18
Personnel and enemy aliens entered the camp through gates in the outer and inner fences. Both fences
extended almost to ground level, with additional fencing countersunk below the surface, leaving a small gap
between the top and bottom fence. To secure the civilian internment compound, these gaps were fixed with
barbed-wire strands strung along the bottom of the outer fence, and a “solid line of wooden logs
approximately 4 to 7 inches in diameter” placed in the ground beneath the inner fence.!® The logs were
placed 3 inches (7.6 cm) to 6 inches (15.2 cm) below the ground surface, and the surfaces 2 to 4 inches
(5.1to 10.2 cm) above ground were planed to slope at a 30 degree angle inward, toward the compound.20

30'-0"

— Ground Level
——— Concrete Sill Concrete Sill

- 21' -0"

Typical Section

Figure 5. Cross-sectional blueprint of the inner and outer camp fences. Note they were constructed of a seven
foot tall wire mesh fences with a one foot angled barbed wire extensions. Source: "Plot Plan of Detention
Camp," 1942.

To further deter possible escapes, an underground barrier was constructed 10 feet (3.0 m) beyond
the outer fence extending around the perimeter of the compound. According to Army officials, the barrier
consisted of a “four foot width of concrete re-enforcing iron wire mesh net” placed five feet below the
surface.2! This underground mesh net was designed to prevent enemy aliens from tunneling beneath the
fence and successfully breaking the surface. According to military officials, such an escape attempt would
most likely occur within 10 feet (3.0 m) of the outer fence. Officials believed that tunneling beyond that
distance was not likely because the sandy soil endogenous to the region would probably collapse at that

10



Additional security measures included construction of seven guard towers (Buildings 1400, 1509,
1561, 1601, 1608, 1630 and 1651) at six locations along the outer fence, one at each of the four corners of
the compound and recreation area, two on the longer sides of the fence, and one in the middle of the
compound (See Figures 6 and 7). Each guard tower consisted of a small sentry house placed ontop of a
tower that stood 66 feet (20.1 m) higher than the top of the outer fence, approximately 171 feet (52.1 m)
above ground. The towers were constructed with a wooden “scaffolding” type base, anchored by four
concrete pads. Each tower was equipped with two-way tower lights, angled down on the camp during the
night to keep a steady beam of light on the compound without blinding the guards in adjacent towers. Each
guard tower was also equipped with a telephone, allowing guards to communicate with other towers and to
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Figure 6. Location of guard towers at the enemy alien internment camp highlighted in
red. Source: "Plot Plan of Detention Camp," 1942.

compound administrative centers when necessary.23

The actual enemy alien internment compound consisted of five separate sections, referred to in
this report as Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 (See Figure 8). Sections 1-3 in the enemy alien internment
compound were between 140 feet (42.6 m) and 150 feet (45.7 m) wide and approximately 510 feet
(155.5 m) in length. Sections 4-5 were considerably smaller, and were located at the northwest side of the
compound, and were 140 feet (42.7 m) wide and 290 feet (88.4 m) in length. Sections 1-3 contained five
communal housing units each and Sections 4 and 5 contained 2 and 3 housing units, respectively, for a total
of 20 southwest-northeast oriented units within the compounds. Each barrack structure was rectangular in
shape, 20 feet (6.1 m) wide and 138 feet (42.1 m) long and could house up to 50 persons. The CCC had

11



Figure 7. Guard tower, ca. 1942. Guard towers at the internment camp consisted of a small sentry house placed on a
"scaffolding” type base. Source: "WWII POW Camp"file.
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Figure 8. Location of separate sections within the internment compound, highlighted in red. Source: "Plot Plan of
Detention Camp," 4 February 1942.
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originally designed the barracks as temporary structures with shingled roofs, tar paper and lath walls, set
upon a poured concrete foundation pad. In 1943, visiting inspector Captain DeKoven L. Schwiger
described the barracks as “former Civilian Conservation Corps structures of non-portable type covered
with drab appearing building paper” (See Figure 9).25 Two communal bath houses (Buildings 1620 and
1640), solidly built “permanent” concrete structures, were shared between Sections 1 and 2, and 3 and 5.
Although no bathing facility was constructed in Section 4, enemy aliens gained access to the bathhouse in
Section 3 via a connecting gate situated between the two sections. Enemy aliens had access to the barracks
and bath houses at all times, as the need to use restroom facilities would likely have been frequent in a camp
that held up to 1,000 persons. Each bathhouse had “galvanized iron-lined wash troughs with an ample
supply of hotand cold running water...[and] twelve laundry tubs...[were] installed in each bathhouse 726
Outside of Sections 1-3 were three communal kitchen/mess hall facilities. Access to these areas was
probably not heavily restricted, however, in times of emergency, the gate to the compounds could be closed
to contain enemy aliens within their assigned compounds.

Figure 9. The internment camp barracks were constructed of tar paper and lath walls erected overa
rectangular concrete pad. Source: "WWII POW Camp” file.

A canteen (camp store, Building 1541) was located within the enemy alien compound south of
Sections 3/5 within the general recreation area (See Figure 10). Here enemy aliens could purchase small
personal items such as candy, soda pop and toiletries with money (given in the form of coupons redeemable
only at the canteen) they received for working on work details. The recreation area had been cleared of
trees and provided enemy aliens with an open field on which to participate in recreational activities such as
baseball 27 A 98 m shale “boundary” was placed within the area next to the inner fence, presumably to
serve as a psychological barrier. As with other areas within the camp, it is likely that enemy aliens had
unlimited access to this area as well.

In addition to structures within the internment compounds, a number of administrative and housing

facilities were located outside the outer fence on the north and northeast borders of the compound. Guard
units assigned to the compound were provided five barracks (Buildings 1653-1657), a bathhouse (Building

13
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Figure 10. Location of the canteen building, highlighted in red, and the barracks, administration, and other
miscellaneous buildings used by the guard units assigned to monitor the enemy aliens at Camp McCoy, highlighted in
blue.

1658), and a kitchen/mess hall facility (Building 1659) all on the northwest end of the enemy alien internment
compound. These structures were oriented in a southwest/northeast direction, in line with similar structures
within the compound (See Figure 10). The guard units also had a “day room” (recreation) facility (Building
1666), barber shop (Building 1679), officer’s club (Building 1563), commissary (Building 1691) and other
buildings not present within the compound.28

A number of administrative and maintenance buildings were located on the extreme eastern
border of the compound as well. These included a company supply building (Building 1571), two CCC
garages (Buildings 1696 and 1699), a storehouse (Building 1698), a “headquarters detention barracks”
(Building 1678) and an administration building (Building 1581). The “headquarters detention barracks”
(Building 1678) was most likely used as a guard house type structure, where the guard units assigned to the
camp met and carried out administrative duties when not on guard duty within the compound. The
administration building (Building 1581), however, is believed to be associated with all the administration
duties for the civilian intemment camp. These activities would not have been carried out at the South Post
Administration Building (Building 6181), a concrete block structure with an asphalt roof completed in 1941

by the Works Progress Administration (WPA), because that building was the administrative center for the

14
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entire installation.2° In fact, the internment camp was most likely administered from the Administration
Building (Building 1561) at least until the North Post Cantonment area was completed in 1942.3

Enemy Aliens: 1942-1943

The first enemy aliens arrived at Camp McCoy in March, 1942.31 They consisted of German and
Japanese-Americans, naturalized citizens, and aliens living inthe U.S. The enemy aliens were transferred to
Camp McCoy by the “immigration authorities at Milwaukee, Wisconsin,” most likely the local branch of the
U.S. Department of Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS).32 Immigration authorities within the
U.S. rounded up all “enemy aliens,” as they preferred to call German and Japanese aliens and citizens taken
into custody, people the U.S. Government suspected might sympathize with Axis powers or who may have
displayed “anti-American” behavior. Many of the enemy aliens brought to Camp McCoy were from
various west coast states and the (then) territory of Hawaii. The first Japanese Prisoner of War, Ensign
Kazuo Sakamaki, was captured on December 8, 1941 after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. He
arrived at Camp McCoy in late March, 1942, with a group of Hawaiian enemy aliens, and remained the
only military prisoner at the enemy alien internment compound until the end of May of that year.33 Although
the Camp McCoy enemy alien internment compound had a capacity of 1000, the actual number of enemy
aliens held at the camp was limited to 100 because the 100th Battalion, a Hawaiian infantry unit comprised
of Hawaiians of Japanese ancestry, lived and trained at this time in the immediate vicinity of the Camp

~ McCoy enemy alien internment compound. According to Brigadier General B.M. Bryan:

“the Camp McCoy Internment Camp, Camp McCoy, Wisconsin which has a capacity
of 1,000...was limited to a capacity of 100...[enemy aliens] by order of the Chief of
Staff dated July 10, 1942...this action was taken because of the presence at the station
of the 100th Infantry (Japanese). However, [by April 29, 1943] this unit has been
transferred from Camp McCoy and it is now desired to utilize this internment camp at
its former capacity.”34

Bryan did not elaborate on reasons why holding more than 100 enemy aliens at the Camp McCoy
compound would have interfered with the 100th Battalion’s training schedule. It may have been, however,
to ensure the security of the internment compound while the Japanese-American men of the 100th trained
nearby. When the 100th Battalion left in April, 1943, the enemy alien internment compound returned to its
former 1000-person capacity.

Designation as POW Camp: 1943

In January, 1943, the future of the Camp McCoy enemy alien internment compound was uncertain.
The Aliens Branch of the Internal Security Division debated whether or not to close the facility. After four
months of deliberation, the mission of the camp was changed from an enemy alien internment camp to the
largest permanent Japanese POW camp in the United States 35 Thus, the enemy aliens held at Camp
McCoy were transferred to other internment camps in Kentucky and Tennessee and all Japanese POWs
permanently held in the United States were brought into Camp McCoy. In April, 1943, only 44 enemy
aliens remained at Camp McCoy when Brigadier General B.M. Bryan stated that the Department of
Defense agreed to “return all interned enemy aliens [author’s emphasis] to the custody of the Department
of Justice...[and that those enemy aliens held at Camp McCoy] will be transferred shortly.”3¢ Since Camp
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McCoy had a 1000-person capacity, and because there were approximately 62 Japanese POWs in the
United States at that time, Brigadier General Bryan stated that it would be “the most economical
arrangement possible” to designate Camp McCoy as a Japanese POW camp.37 He requested that:

“authority be granted to transfer all Japanese prisoners of war in custody in the
continental United States, numbering 62, to the Camp McCoy Internment Camp...[and
that] it is desired to allocate any additional Japanese prisoners of war who may be
received to this camp and to designate it for the permanent internment of all prisoners of war
of that nationality.”38

Prisoners at Camp McCoy consisted of both Japanese officers and enlisted men. Under the
Geneva Convention of 1929, officers were required to be segregated from noncommissioned officers
(NCO’s) and enlisted men. To accommodate the Japanese POW officers sent to Camp McCoy,
General Bryan requested that the camp be modified to afford Japanese officers their own compound
in Buildings 7643-7647 (See Figure 11). [A September, 1942 map of the POW area now refers to these
buildings as 7500 and 7600 series rather than 1500 and 1600.] Unlike the barracks in the enlisted men’s
compound, the officers’ barracks had their own recreation facility and bathrooms within each structure. The
bath houses within the enlisted men’s compound were located near the fences in the POW compound. In
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Figure 11. Locations of the structures modified to hold POWs when the internment camp was redesignated as a POW
camp. Modifications consisted of remodeling Sections 4 and 5 into an officer's compound, highlighted in red,
division of the bath houses in Sections 1, 2, and 3 into three siructures, highlighted in blue, and the additions of a
guard dog kennel, highlighted in yellow in the top left corner, and a guard house, highlighted in green.

16



i o~ S
Bl

1943, each bathhouse was divided into two sections creating four small bathing facilities. Japanese enlisted
men requested that the bathing facilities be further modified by installing large wooden tubs in each
bathhouse for they preferred tub bathing over showering.3° The Provost Marshal General stated that
guards should allow prisoners access to bathroom facilities at all times by “leaving the gates open during the
daytime,” and that prisoners could be controlled by closing the fence gates “during the period when
maximum security is desired.”0 Other changes to the enlisted men’s prison compounds included the
construction of a guard house in June, 1943. The guard house was built between buildings 7521 and 7541,
in the recreation area of the original enemy alien internment compound (See Figure 11). It was constructed
at this location so that it would be “readily accessible” if a place was needed to segregate unruly prisoners
from the general prison population.4! By December, 1943, the POW camp facilities held 500 German
enlisted men, 88 Japanese enlisted men, and 12 Japanese officers.42

The final structural components of the POW camp consisted of dog kennels (collectively
referred to as Building 7602), located at the southwest corner of the compound (See Figure 11).
Twenty individual kennel structures stood within a fenced yard. Eight guard dogs were kept there and
cared for by members of the guard unit assigned to the compound.*> The dogs provided extra security
while prisoners were on work details outside of the POW camp on the installation or off-post. They were
also used to patrol the area outside the prison compound and to track escaped prisoners.

Overcrowding and Expansion: 1944

By October, 1944, the number of Japanese POWs transferred into the camp outgrew the
capacity of the camp and serious overcrowding began to occur.** In August, 1944, POW camp
Commander Lieutenant Colonel Horace I. Rogers authorized construction of additional housing to
relieve the problem. According to Rogers, more enlisted prisoners were scheduled to arrive at Camp
McCoy. He claimed “the need for additional housing...is urgent to the influx of Japanese prisoners of
war,” and recommended a new prison compound, named “P. of W. Area C,” be created by:

“remodeling of existing buildings and necessary incidental work to provide minimum
essential facilities [author’s emphasis] in accordance with War Department
Construction Policy for 900 prisoners of war in Area C at Old Camp McCoy” (See
Figures 12 and 13).45

The Post Engineer requested permission to wave the standard requirements mandated for prison camp
construction when building the new compound, and asked that the area chosen for the new compound
have all the basic facilities with a single strand 18-foot (5.5 m) fence instead of the required 23-foot (7 m)
fence#¢ Eight existing CCC barracks (Buildings 7221-7228) were remodeled with surplus materials from
the CCC Depot in Sparta and from the construction materials remaining from the North Post Cantonment
complex completed the previous year. Located within the 7200 block of the South Post, the barracks were
initially constructed to house members of the Army Signal Corps in the 1920s and 1930s. Barracks in the
original prison compound were 20 feet (6.1 m) wide by 303 feet (92.3 m) long, constructed of tar paper
and lathing, and had very little aesthetic appeal. The remodeled barracks in the 7200 block of South Post
had the same dimensions, but were given new exteriors. Originally constructed of corrugated iron, the :
barracks were resided with gypsum boards (See Figure 14). The interior of the barracks also received new
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Figure 12. Location of POW compounds on the South Post. POW Compound A on the southwest side of the
post, highlighted in red, Compound C in the center of the post, highlighted in blue, and Compound B on the

northeast side of the post, highlighted in green.
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Figure 13. Buildings included in POW Compound C.
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Figure 14. In 1944, existing barracks within the 7200 block of the South Post were remodeled into POW Compound
C. The original structures were constructed of corrugated iron in the 1920s and 1930s, above left, and were
remodeled with wood exteriors in 1944, right.

wooden studs for added structural support along with fire doors for prisoner safety.47

In addition to the barracks, a number of structures along the length of Exchange Street (See
Figure 13) were also included in the new POW compound. They included a guard house (Building
6579), camp theater (Building 6518), a camp exchange (Building 6508), a “hostess house" (Building
6601), a barberand tailor shop (Building 6611), a “signal supply house” (Building 6621), additional
barracks (Building 6601) (most likely for the guards assigned to the compound), and a recreation building
(Building 6621), that were separated by a gate from the POW barracks in the 7200 block. Little is
presently known about these buildings and the reasons why seemingly specialized buildings, such as a tailor
shop (Building 6611), “hostess house” (Building 6601) and “signal supply house” (Building 6621) were
included in a prison compound. Itseems likely that the structures were used for different functions once
included in the POW compound. Given their location away from the POW barracks, some may have been
used for administrative offices by the guard detail or as storage areas. One local resident interviewed by the
author stated that German POWSs had weekly access to the camp theater where they watched specially
selected movies approved by U.S. Army officials.48

By the end of October, 1944, increasing numbers of enlisted Japanese prisoners required that yet
another prison compound be constructed for the Japanese officers, as their new compound (Area C) had
been utilized to house incoming enlisted men. As atemporary solution, Rogers moved the Japanese officers
and NCOs out of Compound C and temporarily put them in a special ward of the post hospital. Rogers
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realized that this arrangement violated articles of the Geneva Convention, and that he needed to get them out
of the hospital to allow “Battle casualty non-working companys [sic.] of wounded Japanese soldiers [to
be]...held there.”® He also noted that officers and NCOs needed to be returned to a regular prison
compound for their best interest, as they could then return to a “regular” daily routine.

To solve the Japanese officer housing problem, Rogers proposed to enclose Block 7200 on the
South Post for Japanese officers, leaving the former POW compounds for the noncommissioned
officers and enlisted men. A new officer’s POW compound was constructed “in Blocks 2600 and
2700 of New Camp McCoy.”>0 The North Post Cantonment area was not designed to the specifications
outlined for POW camps and permission was granted to the Post Engineer’s Office to wave standard
regulations. The barracks were located less than 500 feet from the western boundary of Camp McCoy
within a single-fence enclosure. Public roads were easily accessible.>! Fivebarracks, a fire station, a
workshop, and indoor recreation facility (collectively in Buildings 2646-2653) were constructed in Block
2600, as well as a large outdoor recreation field that covered the southwestern section of Block 2600 and
over half of Block 2700 (See Figure 15).52 Exact modifications to specific buildings in the North Post
compound are unknown, however, it is believed that the “new” Japanese POW officer’s compound closely
resembled the earlier temporary structures built in the North Post Cantonment area.>3

The final component of the Camp McCoy POW system was a fourth compound centrally located
on the South Post. In November, 1944, a need to segregate captured non-Japanese soldiers arose when
approximately 200 Koreans and 3 Formosans were identified within a contingent of new Japanese prisoners

Figure 15. Location of the POW compound constructed in the 2600 and 2700 blocks of the North Post Cantonment,
highlighted in red, to hold Japanese officers. Source: Fort McCoy Terrain Analysis.
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transferred to the post. By 1944, the number of military-age men available for service in Japan had
dwindled and the Japanese military begun to “recruit” men from Japanese-occupied Asian countries under a
program of forcible conscription. According to articles of the Geneva Convention, when taken prisoner,
members of different nationalities within the same army require segregation into separate prison compounds.
To accommodate this need at Camp McCoy, 75 “hutments,” or tents erected over concrete pads, were
constructed at the central part of the South Post at the eastern end of Wisconsin Avenue (See Figure 16).54
Like the two POW compounds constructed before, the Korean/Formosan compound was enclosed by a
single mesh and barbed wire fence. Security concerns, although always strict, were somewhat less stringent
for this compound because the U.S. Government believed that, unlike Japanese prisoners, soldiers of

occupied nations impressed into the Japanese military were
anxious to cooperate with Allied troops and Americans
found they were “easily handled.”>>

POW Compound B was composed of preexisting
structures including: 75 concrete tent pads (upon which
prisoners' tents were erected), two bath houses (Buildings
6752 and 6753), four kitchen/mess halls (Buildings 6701-
6704), amedical barracks (Building 6189) and camp
dispensary (Building 6188) (See Figure 16).56 These
buildings, including the tent pads, were constructed
sometime in the 1920s-1930s to accommodate Regular
Army and National Guard units training at the post. The
kitchen/mess halls (Building 6701-6704 [See Figure 16])
were located on the eastern side of the compound and
consisted of buildings formerly used by the Regular Army
and National Guard when training on the installation.
Partial foundations of the bath houses (Building 6752 and
6753), kitchen/mess halls (Building 6701-6704), and
most of the concrete tent pads still remain on the South
Post. The “U” shaped kitchen/mess hall foundation
(Buildings 6703 A and B) have been reused as foundations
for “mobile home” housing units on the South Post (See
Figure 17). Portions of the bathhouse foundations and tent
pads also remain (See Figures 18 and 19). Although other
structures that may have been used within the Camp
McCoy POW system remain intact, the former Camp
Dispensary (Building 6188) is the only structure within
POW Compound B still standing.>7

21

o |
6702
ﬁ
6703 B

6704

Figure 16. Buildings within POW Compound B,
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Figure 17. Today, "mobile home" housing units have been erected in the kitchen/mess hall foundations in POW
Compound B.

Abandonment of the POW Camp: 1945-1946

The German Nazi Government surrendered in April, 1945, and WWII finally ended four months

! later with Japan’s unconditional surrender on August 14, 1945. With the war over, the military’s focus
turned to repatriating captured POWs to help rebuild postwar Europe and Japan. Japanese prisoners, who
had been exposed to American values, history and ideals, were repatriated within two months following

E Japan’s surrender. The reeducation program for Japanese prisoners consisted of a general program to
familiarize them with American customs and encourage the acceptance of American values. The U S.
Government acknowledged that it did not know enough about the psychology of the Japanese mind to

E construct a specific reeducation program using propaganda similar to that used on German Nazi POWs.58
Instead, the Japanese POWSs were involved in a very subtle and informal type of “reeducation,” which was

n centered around recreational activities provided for them at the permanent prison camps. The prisoners
were encouraged, but not required, to learn American values and ideologies, and to take classes on
American history, geography and democracy and to play games such as baseball. The only required

[] behavior for Japanese prisoners was that they speak English whenever possible. However, most POW
camps had translators available for those prisoners who could speak only Japanese.5° The first prisoners
to be repatriated from Camp McCoy began in mid-September, 1945. At that time, the sick and wounded

H soldiers were transferred to a military hospital in California, then to the processing center at Angel Island,
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California, and finally on to Japan. The rest of the Japanese POW population, over 2000 prisoners total,
left Camp McCoy on October 5, 1945.60 They boarded specially guarded Chicago and Milwaukee
Railroad trains at Camp McCoy en route to California, where they boarded boats that took them to a
processing station on Sand Island, Hawaii. Once there, they were held until final processing for their
repatriation. Personal items confiscated at the time of their capture were returned at the Sand Island
processing center as well 6! They then continued on to Japan where they were eager to help rebuild their
ooumryﬁz

German prisoners, on the other hand, were required to complete a reeducation program specifically
designed to work with the German mind in an effort to “de-program” over ten years of Nazi influence. The
United States Government sought to establish a democratic postwar government and economy in Germany
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Figure 18. Remains of Building 6752 (bathhouse ca. 1940) in POW Compound B in 1995. Although not
visible in this photograph, the foundation remains of a second bathhouse (Building 6753) are located a short
distance away.

o

Figure 19. Remains of one of the 75 tent pads in POW Compound B, 1995.
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following the war, and searched for a way to turn German POWs away from Nazism so they could be
placed in the postwar German government. German immigration to the United States had taken place since
the late eighteenth century and there was a large German-American population within the country in 1944-
1945. Thus, U.S. Government officials felt they had a good understanding of the traditional mind set of the
German nation and methods the Nazi Government had used to influence German citizens. This, coupled
with anti-Nazi Germans who fled Germany during the 1930s, and POWs weeded out from the more loyal
Nazi soldiers taken prisoner by American forces, allowed the Prisoner of War Special Project Division
(POWSPD) of the Provost Marshal General’s Office to establish a propaganda program. At Fort Phillip
Kearney, a German POW camp in Rhode Island, nicknamed by military officials as “The Factory,” captured
German intellectuals and anti-Nazi prisoners volunteered to write propaganda designed to look like
legitimate “German” newspapers, books and magazines. The propaganda was distributed to every German
POW camp in an attempt to subliminally turn more loyal prisoners against Nazism and fascism. In addition
to writing propaganda, the German anti-Nazi volunteers gave the Provost Marshal General’s Office advice
on how to alter POW camp life to make prisoners more susceptible to anti-Nazi programming, including
recommendations ranging from how to weed out staunch Nazi prisoners, to the type of American and
German movies to distribute to the POW camps.©3

The German prisoners remained at Camp McCoy until 1946. They were required to complete
the reeducation program established at the camp in April, 1945. The Camp McCoy reeducation
program was headed by Lt. Harold Hoffman, formerly a member of the guard unit assigned to guard the
German prisoners at the camp. Although Hoffman’s enlistment in the Army expired in October, 1945, the
reeducation program continued.%* After the Japanese prisoners left in October, 1945, the German
prisoners were most likely moved back into the original prison compound, POW Compound A, where they
continued the reeducation program into 1946. The reeducation program concluded that year, and parts of
POW Compound A were destroyed in 1947.

Post-War Use: 1945-1995

The documentation of Fort McCoy’s South Post POW compounds' post-war history is incomplete
atbest. Available documents suggest that most of the Army activities between 1946-1947 centered in the
North Post Cantonment area. In June, 1947, Camp McCoy reverted to inactive status with activities
limited to summer training for National Guard units. The outbreak of the Korean conflict in 1950 led to the
reactivation of the post as a training center for the 5th Army until 1953, when the post once again returned
to inactive status except for the training of National Guard units.®> The remaining POW compounds were
destroyed sometime between 1955 and 1969. Solid waste from all WWII POW compounds were
deposited in landfills #2 and #3 located in the southwest section of the North Post area (See Figure 20).
Solid waste and incinerator ash from destroyed buildings in various areas on South Post were deposited in
these landfills between 1940-1946. Most of the trash produced at the POW compounds was sent to the
landfills in its original state, although documentary sources indicate that edible remains may have been sold
or given to local farmers to feed their livestock.%¢ Other types of waste were routed through the post
incinerator plant and reduced to ash that was then deposited in the landfills. In 1994, environmental testing
by the firm SEC Donohue, Inc. was undertaken to establish the composition and effects of these two
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T0Harold Needham, Retired Deputy Director of Engineering, Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, Personal
Communication. July, 1995.

Tbid.

72John Jones, Construction Representative, Engineering, Planning and Services Division, Fort McCoy,
44
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“ipce our leet vislt there lwve bLeen Lhe following chanpés:

Tota) Lumber of Frironers of the cawup: 547 prironere, ss follows:

Japanesze ;rironers ! 18 offlcers

<2 non-commiecsloned officere
84 nrivetes

ap—— e

Totnl 114
German prisoners: 67 non-commi=gloned officers
< membters of the sanitery

nereonnal
4364 privaten

Total 439

ihe spokesman for the Japanege 1s Commander OHOTURG MATUUL,
but hie asseletsnt, Lt. Covmander KALUD U/AXABAT] fulflle theege dutler

becnuse nhe speake Snplirh culte well.

The Cermans have a epokesman for cach Compeny!
MEIER Joreph, Corpl,
FANTZER, GHelnrich Igt.
GEICIER, Herbert, Dgt. Kejor
‘he prisonere of the two nstlioneslitler 2re entirely repernted
from each other. iiowever, the csnteen, whloi: le st the entrance
of the camp, 1s ured by both, but tile situstlon ling not ye8 oreated

any difficulty.

Medlcal sattention -

At the tlue of our virelt, there wes no slca person in the comp
witi: tie exoeption of » Jepancee priscner !0 had broken hie »rm by
elivoulng on the snow,

The
TC-&702
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The German prieoneres Cecar KOLTUCH works in the infilrmery:
for b years he had been » surgleel arplatant in Germeny; he is very
competent and ..ls eervicee £re sppreclsted by Lhe hmerican doctor.
ile, ne well ne the other meibers of the genltery personnel, heg
exnrercred bLhie ceosire Lo heve Lthe right to leave the caup for a vwalk,
The camp Commsnder pave nhip suthorlzatlion for » weekly walk, but
gince Lhe prironere refuee Lo be accompenled by a puard the welke
cennot take vlace. “o nhave edvired the menbere of the sanitary

personnel to scecept nsving a guard, se 1L 1o s custom in other ceaps.

JAFAREDE FHIBOUNLKD OF VAR

Eitchen - Hefeoctory - Food

The refectory snd the kitchen snre metlculously clean. The
officers take thelr meale in a esmell refectory separnte from thst

of the vrivatas.

The food, &a& before, is prepsred In the Japenese menner; the
prieoners heve rice at leaet onoce a day. Through our chennel the
¥.C0.w.C. hag supplied the prisonere witi chopeticke to replece

the Anives snd Torke.

Library

The librsry has been lnereased by rome Japanese volumes and a
rethier lerge number of 'nylleh booke. Although the vrironers do
not avrear to be very depirour of etudyling “ylieh, come hrve

learned it snd sre resclng -nglish bookse,

Amunrement s

The prisoneres heve bullt 2 emell Japanese ringe snc they plive
rreeantetionns verlodleally. Tie cortunes snd rcenery nre made LY
the prisonere wit!i materisls boupht from the vroflites of the canteen,
The M.C.%w.C. has rupplied ¥eh Jony grmes which the prisoners
apprecinte very much,

AR
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work
A larger number of prisoners are now employed in clearing
the forests. The Commander le very well esstisfled with thelr

work. They are pald %.80 a day.

Religién

Since our lact visit the vrisonere have fixed up a Japanese
chapel in a2 building; in the chapel are a sanctuary and an altar

with orrved 1dols and srtificlal flowers made by the prisoners.

Corregpondence

No change. (2ee our ﬁrece¢ding revort).

GERMAN PRISONERS OF WAR

German prisoners have arrived at the camp since our last
visit last December. In & months, they have completely organized

thelr 1life in the camp.

Refectory - Kitchen - Food

Ap in the sector of Japanese ovrisoners the refectories
are anbsolutely clesn. The prisoners are all very well eantiefied
with the food. Frofesslonal cooks do the cooking and nre pald

4.80 a day.

Library
The librery includes at precsent:

291 novels
268 "Soldatenbriefe"
sent by the German Red Cross and transmitted through our channel.

A larger shipment will be made very shortly.

Education

The majority of the prisoners are tek ing coursee in English

and they anticipate the organlzatlon of other coursee on
Amusemente

different subjects.
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The prieonere have bullt & stsge ln vne of the barrncke;
they hsave nleo formed an orcheetra. A recrestion room hae been
furnished very comfortably wlith egofae and srmohalrs bought
froa tne crntesn funds, Une of the priesoners, a painter,
rdorned the rooin wlth decorstlve vanels, “hich glves a very
plesrcing Ao pearance.

For the orchestra we Lnve rent n collection of Gernan

nuslec booke received from Lhe Uevman “e2d Croes,

vark
The me Jority of the prilconere nre engeped in the following
wOrK:
Popelring sutonobllae
Hrt studic
Carpentry
Laundry of the smerical Cemp.
A large vegelable yarden heae been lald out snd vill be
cultivated cy nbout 20 prisoners.
The prisoners are very uepoy nt bolng abtle to vork: the
mechnnleas, ceapeclnlly, znow thelr contentment »t Leing able to

continue excrclising tuelr rreoferclon,

Corregrondence

Only » few prieoters sre wlthout news of thelr famllies;
others receive mall regulerly. It is to Le tioped thet the

former will roon recelve news sleo,

Clothing

The Authoritiss have furnlehed the nrlesonere will 211

the necegnnry outer grrments and underclothing.

Conclunion

Tihe Commander, ¢ Colonel, with whom our relstlons ere
excellent 1n alweye lnterested in the problems of the prisonere
and ue Lap Known how to win ti.e confldence of the Japanesge np

well o that of the Cermene. The
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The fpokeemen witi wuow we ppoke efter Cinner, without
witnessen, told uer thet tie opap Jounnnder moke them regponsible
for the yood discl: lline of ynm enmr snd thimt tie disoluline wos
perfect.,

Four grisonere, heving brothere In other crmpe, made apeclsal
regueste in order tirt the letter miyht he trenelerred to thelr
enmp, waleh lLnve Leen granted thems, The vriconers peld the
travellng exoenres.

wg neve vielted six prieonere wio were under arrect; they
recelve clyrrettes rnd thcy have the right to heve Looke snd to

vrlte the suthorlieed lettere.

The morsle, discirline and the health of the prisoners sre

perfect.

TC=4702
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as you have requested, I am submitting the notes on
my observations auring the grodqctlon of the documentary film
concerned with the handling of prisoners of war in this country.
It is understood, of course, that these comments are completely
unofficial and represent mereiy personal reactions to limited
situations. In no sense, is this the complete story on the
subject.

Dear Paul:

1. During the month of May 1944, 1 spent almost two
weeks at Camp ucCoy, ¥Wwisconsin, where + enjoyed relatively
complete liberty in ClPCqufld’ among both German znd Japanese
prisoners of wzr. The uverman prisoners at this installation
were maiAlyY"NaZziesy unregenercted in their political convictions.
I was informed thu some weeks prior to my arrival at the camp
there haa been =z mear-riot wherein ceveral anti-Nazl vernan
prisoners were sewerglvpeiten Dy Nazis. 1 wsas told that the
men who were besten had testified agzinst their assszilants at
oz court-martiai, Leadinv to a conviction and weavenworth sentence
formthe Naziaterrorieb=s. The fact that the anti-Nazi prisoners
were willing to tentlfy seems of profound importance to me, since
they did so though they incurred the possibilities of reprisals
against their families in uermany. I talked to several of the
men who had testified and found them to be calm, decent people,
with a deep antipathy to the Hazis. Their only fear was that
they might not be transferred to another prison camp. however
I was told by the comp C.0. that these men were about to be

removec, having been given that zssurance before testifying.

£, While inspecting one of the German barracks at
Camp McCoy, preparatory to photographing it, 1 noticed @ map over
one of the beds. The map was of the Lhastern front and revezled
the true positions. of the-iwssian and Germen armiesz, with the
German army virtusliliy out of the boviet Union. Jne of the German
leaders, -a young non-com, biond, in his early twenties, a con-
firmed Nezi, noticed my interest in the map and a=1roach9ﬂ ne.
"You are Jnterg sted in this map, Herr Hauptwman?" he said. "Yes
I replied. "I'm 2 little puzzled., I thousht the hehrmacht is
in woscow."
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"Oh, nein," he s2id, shaking his head

"But that's what I've heesrd from a number of your
men in other camps.M"

#This is foolishness," he replied. “Thp Ked-Army is
very powerful, much stronger than we anticipated." He paused
for effect. "Soon they widl take allvof buro“e.“

"Do you rezlly think =o0?" I asked, as anxiously as
I could, without overdoing it.

"Wes! Yecs!" he exclaimed. "They are very dangerous.”

Before he could pursue this gambit any further, 1
asked him another cuestion. "Tell me, sergesnt, what zbout
New York, Detroit and Chicago having been bombed by the Luftwsife,
end destroyed? Do you believe that?!

He smiled. Miein., This is silly. It is not true."

I smiled back at him. "Yes, I know that. You see, 1
live in New XYork and I've been in other cities, too, But I don't
< understend why so many of your men believe it, however."

% "This is propaganda sterted by the British," he said.
I was rather stzrtled by this reply. "The British?"

"Yes! Yes!? he said heatedly. "iith my own eyes 1
hzave seen newspapers in the British prison camps in North Africa.
The British put thece stories in the paper. The British are very
clever. They connot be trusted."

Later on, this same man admitted to me that Germany
was losing the war, although he had no scapegoat to blame it on,
csuch as the Jews or the internationsl bankers. He seemed to
accept the faect that Wehrmacht was being beaten on the field of
combat, although it would still put up a tremendous fight. The
Russians, in particular had ﬂre&t mllltary strength. I hezrd
the same thing from 2 number of other German prisoners. e ilE

} line, in general, wWasatomerestevar intellectual or emotional
!"cleavage between us and our allies. 1he line wasn't too ciever,
but it was smooth.

3. All of the German barracks contained photographs
of ditler, Goering, Goebbels and the various Nazi leaders.
There were such slogans on the walls as "iin Volk, Ein Keich,
Ein Fuehrer." There were many home-made swastika flags, sna
general evidence of their complete adherence to Nazi perty
principles and ideology.

»
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4. The prisoners conducted study.classes.at*night in
their mess hsll, supplied with books by the Int. Red Cross,
Y.M.C.A., etc. While they were interested in such subjects as
American history, technical studies, etc., they also studied H
Geo-politics!

5. The Germasn prisoners sang regularly while marching
to and from work details. They sang well, 6f their own volition,
and merched superbly. However, their songs were of such an order
as "We March Ageinst Englend and America" and the "Horst Wessel
Song." When I mentioned this to the camp C.0., he replied, "I
don't care what they sing, just so long as they singl"

On this theme, 1 should mention that it seemed to me
that the gttitude of the M.P. officers in general was not to
concern themselves with the Nazi political asttitudes of the
German prisorners. Theyv permitted them to use the Nazi party
salute, slthough this is not a military salute. The only interest
of the officers, from the top down, was that peascevand=tran-
guility be maintained in the compound. Just so long as the
prisoners did theilr work and "stayed in line," there were no
problems. #lost of the M.P. officers did not even seem to have
the slightest inkling that any other problems existed, much less
how to solve it.

6. The prisoners are given regulsr showings of “Holly-
wood motion pictures, which they seem to enjoy hugely. It is of
passing interest to note that 4+ learned that Egtty Grable is
their number one pin=up girl. (They have photographs of many
American actresses in their barracks.) I learned that they ‘
enjoyed Danny Kaye's picture enormously. The fact that he is !
of Hebrew extraction did not seem to disturb them.

I asked one German prisoner how the people back in
Germany feel about Charley Chaplin. He hastened to assure me
that Chaplin is detested by the German people. But I was able
to make him admit that in 1931 the German people were very fond
of Charley Chaplin. At least he yielded "it was possible."

: 7. Une prisoner said to me, "When you come into
uermany, we will destroy our culture." I assume he referred to
the possible destruction of museums, art treasures, etc.

8. I should mention here that the Japanese and German 7
prisoners &t Camp McCoy, though in the same compound, have :
practically nothing to do with each other. They have drawn an
invisible line between their units. Apparently, two races of
supermen find it convenient to ignore each other politely.
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9. I was told that when the first group of Japanese
prisoners were brought to Camp iMcCoy, they were sullen, filled
with hatred of their captors, that they immediately .attempted
to avoid any work, pleading wounds and bad health. But, appar-
ently, they soon responded to good treatment. The Japanese that
I saw there were qguite cheerful, went about their work deteils,
and seemed to enjoy themselves generally. They played baseball
during recrestion periods, practised gymnastics, ana put on a
theatrieal show, to which only the camp C.0¢ was invited from
the American officers.

The Japanese gt iicCoy were led by two officers, one
a naval Lieut. Commsnder (Matsui), the other an ensign (Sakemaki).
These two officers refused to permit their men to be photographed
during my stzy at the camp. They told me that, in any event,
they would have to obtezin the consent of the men, but, actually,
they ordered the men not to cooperate. It is my conviction that
the Japanese enlisted men if separated from their officers would
be completely cooperative. They are still completely dominated
by the leadership principle. But I believe that the authority
of American officers could very easily be substituted and become
their guide.

10. It seemed to me that the attitude of the WMiP.
officers toward the Japs was not to offend them. For instance,
I could get no support in the problem of photographing the Japs,
for fear that it would cause "an incident." Apparently, the
chief club of the Japanese prisoners is the threat of committing
hari-kiri. I was told repeatedly by the M.P. officers that the
Jap prisoners frequently approached their guards and begged to
be killed, maintaining that they never wished to be captured
alive. However, 1 observed many long, sharp butcher knives in
the Japanese kitchen, always svailable to the Japs. 1 think it
is of some note that none of the Japanese prisoners have committed
suieide. As far as I could make out, they enjoyed living. I
lean hesvily to the conviction that the threat of hari-kiri is
a bluff.

1l. One Japanese officer, a full naval commander whom
I never saw, is feigning insanity and refuses to have anything
to do with the conduct of the camp.

1¢. Both the German eand Japanese show up regularly at
sick call and enjoy excellent medical andéd dental care. The
Japanese officers are slways present at sick call to look after
the health of their men.

13. Among the German prisoners, 1 found the -Luftwaffe
officers, in psrticular, were the most snide. Evidently, the
men of wings are the super super-men.
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The enlisted men, in the main, were cheerful, pleased
to be photographed -- good-naturedly, they called us "the
propaganda cinema-- and largely appreciative of the excellent
treatment they enjoyed. In almost every case, L discovered that
the German cooks and other kitchen workers, mostly older men,
entertained 2 hearty sense of humor about Nazl ideologies. These
men were deeply impressed by the quality of our food.

14. At Hallorhan Hospital, 1 spent severazl days with
German prisoners, many of whom were scheduled to be repatriated.
Here again, I found officers who devoted themselves to coining
complaints on the slightest pretext, to causing irritations and
dissensions at every opportunity. Une man, on being interviewed
by & representative of the Int. Red Cross, in my presence,
deliberztely lied and complained about his treztment, alleging
that our medical treatment was stupid and that the men "got well
by themselves." This same officer, a Lieut. Colonel, was
repatriated a few weeks later. I was informed that, on the
morning of his departure for the boat, his luggage was subjected
to a2 routine inspection. Several blank note-pads were found in
his bag; these, upon being placed under a violet ray, proved to
contain names and addresses of prisoners whose families would be
perhaps subjected to reprisals. The pads were taken away from

« the officer. Instead of preferring charges against him and

detaining him in this country, however, he was sent to the boat,
apparently on the theory that it would be best to get rid of
him. I have no doubt that the officers memorize such names and
addresses, probably coaching each other in quarters after taps.

15. I photographed the German prisoners as they went
on board the Gripsholm for repatriation to Germany. There was
no elation among them; in the main, they seemed sober and
reflective about what they were returning to, although I may be
reading this into their attitude.

However, + gctually saw one GUerman prisoner attempt
to jump over the side of the gang-plank into the water below.
He was seized by the legs and pulled bzck just in time. The
man probably was psychoneurotic; nevertheless, his compulsion
was to suieide rather than return to Germany.

16. On board the Gripsholm, prior to its sasiling, I
saw meny of the prisoners staring out at the skyline of lower
Manhattan, fascinated. For most of them, it was probably the
first concrete evidence that the city is unscathed.

17. At Hallorhan Hospital, 4 interviewed and photo-
grephed a German Lieut. General (Borowietz), one of the key
officers in the Afrika Corps. I was told that he would not
consent to being photographed. IHowever, when 1 talked to him,
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he assented cheerfully to being photographed in his quarters.
Later, however, when 1 began to photograph him out of doors,
while taking an exercise walk, he refused. Yn questioning him,
I learned that it was incumbent on him always to attempt to
escape. When I guickly agreed to photographing him while ac-
companied by an armed guard, he consented again!

18, In Washington, a Swiss official showed me a con-
fidential document prepared by German prisoners who are held at
Fort Devens, liassachusetts. I was told that there are about a
thousand German prisoners there, all anti-Nazi, men segregated

from various camps. The document was a manifesto, couched in [ .

eloquent language, calling for a democratic Free Germany, pro-
foundly anti-fascist in tone and principles.

I was also shown the program of an entertainment put
on recently at this camp, consisting of readings from Heine,
Goethe, -Schiller, ete., all the verboten literature.

It seemed clear to me that this large group of men
are one of the keys to the solution of post-war Germany. It
is important to rezlize that these men are prisoners -- many
of them may have surrendered deliberately, at the first oppor-
tunity. Certainly they represent something of the great
progressive bloc that existed in Germany before Hitler and which
has been suppressed since his rise to power. The fact that they
are organizing along democratic lines in one of our prison camps
seems to me a wonderfully hopeful sign, a real beacon for the
future. Some of them may be opportunists, climbing on the band-
wagon, but that can't be true of the majority.

Sincerely,

e
SHEPARD TRAUBE
Capt, Sig C

=A<
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McCoy the 14 Januvary 1945

College of the German Company, the P.W, Camp Mc.Coy

From: 1830-2000 2000-2100 2100-2200 O'clock
NMonday : German S%enography Geography 30 Students ;
Approx 20 Students Approx. 20 Students English 80 Students 150 |
Wednesday: Vathematics 15 History of literature History Story 25
; Geometry 15 Approx 45 Students Sing in chorus 30 150
Algebra Mouth-Harmonica 25
Friday: German - 20 Students Engineering School 15 English &0
Everything concerning
motor cars - 25 140
Saturday: History of Literature Mathematics 20 Stenography 30
Mathematics 15 : History Story 25
Geometry 15 Mouth-Harmonica 25 145
Algebra 15
Stinday : From 1000 - 1130 - Sing in chorus 30
From 19C0 - 200C - Stenography 20
German Schmidt, Johann
History of Literature Schmidt, Johann
Mathematics Liske, Nikelaus
Nathematics i Schmidt, Johann
Geometry Liske, Nikolaus
Algebra Liske, Nikolaus
Engineering School Sikorra, Franz
Everything concerning cars Sikorra, Franz
English Klickow, Karl-Heinz
Stenography Kretschmer, Kurt
Sing in chorus . Kldos, Eugen
Mouth-Harmonica : Adamski, Franz

History of Literature, Ancient, Medieval and Modern

Beginning with the school: Monday the 15 January 1945
Class-Room: Mess-Hall, in the Supply Room and in the Day-Room of Company #3.
N ———

The allegiance of the pupil

-

First: Accurate appear
Second: Conscientiousness assist
Third: Is the pupil on a class hovr prevent, then he must this the teacher communicate.

——

/s/ Karl Heinz Klickow, Uff,
/s/ BAROLD G, HOFFNAN

1st Lieut., C.M.P
Prisoner of War Camp, Camp KcCoy, Wis,

-C-0-P-Y-
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