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New York 14%R sept' 1844

My “ear Mother

1L am very glad to be able to inform you that I have safely
reached this City after a tolerably quick and so far as the weather-
nas concerned very pleasant voyage. We left the River at Liverpool on
Tuesday the 13th of August and cast anchor ay the mouth of the Hudson
about 10 miles from N.Y. on Thursday last the 12th Inst. making the
passage in 30 days. A vessel arrived a short time before ours that had
been out 4% days, and we should have reached here much sooner but we
were often becalmed for a day or two at a time in the whole ao
many as ten or twelve when we could make little or no progress, indeed

the calmest was the most unpleasant weather we had for we were all

rather anxious to getko the place of our'destination. We had no storms
to encounter; the mighty Atlantic did not rage as it sometimes does,
ready to engulph those who appear to be at its mercy; indeed several of
the passengers who had crossed before and most of the sailors declared
they never witnessed such a pleasant voyage from EFngland to this conti-
nent. But we have not been the only favoured persons for three or four
lately
ships have come over,in: twenty two days. I will now enter a little into
detail about myself, and how I have stood the voyage. I have told you
T * 1 o 1 = th - e r f T == ~
we began to sail on Tuesday the 13 s 1t was about noon. Tho'! I was
leaving my native country I cannot say that I was agitated by any parti-
cular feeling; I was neither joyful nor sorrowful; indeed I am seldom
much elated and but seldom depressed. I try to meet everything in de-
pendance upon God. But I am wamdering. The afternoon was fine, and we had

a nice view of the retiring hills of England and Wales, they were bold

and pleasant to behold as most of their sons are. VWhile I ecast my

eyes across the curling waves to the rocky shore I thought about home




and those I had left behind, and then I looked forward wondeiring if I
should ever reach the shores of America, and what would become of me if
I did. In the Evening towards sumset I began to feel the effect of the
motion of the vessel - I was seized with that dreadful malady - Sea
Sickness. I soon found that my best plan was to deliver myself up to
my tormenter. My only relief was vomiting, and I was glad when I could
freely do so. I remained as long as I well could on deek and then retired
to myg birth in search of rest hut I found myself little better, and in
this state I continued for a full week, being most of the time in bed,
either
I believe I never was so illlin my life; I had no Gispositionnﬁo do
anything, say anything think anything or eat anything. For four lays I
ate nothing and drank only a little soda water, and I pegan to fear
that I should be hungred to death, tho! I had plenty of eatables with
me. I had no desire for anything, but quite a loathing of food, indeed
the thought of eating used to make me sick. At the end of the week I
was a trifile better, and I forced myself to eat, risking its remaining
in the stomack. I often thought that if you had been with me you would
ean
have made me take somethihg sooner and oftener than I did. But I,assuee
you that eating during the continuance of sea sickness is as unpleas-
ant an employment as any person can engage in. I had also very hard work
to drag my body from one place to another. Wherever I was there I wished
to remain, not that I was at ease, but I had gquite a loathing at every-
thing. At the end of the fortnight I was something better, and from that
time matters took a turn in my favour, but for near three weeks I was
more or less affected. The last week I began to like my quarters and
enjoy my food. Tho! I wished to be on land I was no wa anxious about

it, for I made myself as comfortable as circumstances would allow. §

now feel the benefit of the voyage, 1 have no doubt but the sickness
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has been o¥ much service to me. I eat heartily and with considerable
relish. You are aware that when I was at home I had little desire for

flesh meat in hot weather, but here and now I aam do with . and have

Ameat and potatoes &c three times a day. I used to wonder how I should

be able to manage a dinner at breakfast time, nownl am ready to wonder
how I did without. I can assure you that so far as eating is concerned

I am an American already. But I must tell you that besides meat and
potatoes, bread & butter and toast, in a morning there is coffee, and

in the evening tea. But I must return to the ocean again. You will be
wishful to know, or at least Elizabeth will, if I saw anything particula%
or if anything particular took place. I will try to gratify her. The
second day we were out - Wednesday the 14%h _ we ran foul of a small
schooner and tore away one or two of her sails. Whether this coalitian[%ﬁ
could or could not have been avoided I am not able to say, it was a
wonder our ship did not shiver the other to pieces, as they were so near
together that three of the schooners crew got off her on to ours, probab-
1y expecting she would go down, but they got clear of each other, the
smaller ship escaping with the loss of a mast. Many of the passengers
were in a terrible fright. But all this was soon over and soon forgotten,
and no other accident of the kind took place during the voyage. I did

not see it as I was sick in bed. The last land that was seen, was Cape
Clear on the Irish coast, I think it was lost sight of on the Thursday.
The next land that was seen was the American Shore after about a months
sailing. I was perhaps a little disappointed with the Atlantic, in more
respects than one. It had not so formidable and uninviting an appear-
ance as I had been lead to expect it would present; it is true that

sometimes it was agitated and manifested its great power, but in general

it was pleasant to look upon and sometimes as calm and smooth as a sea




of glass; during the calms we had it did not appear to have any motion.
We could see but a short distance around us, I suppose only 6 or 7 miles,

3

the sails of a vessel might be seen at the distance of ten miles but I
suppose not farther. We had pleasant company nearly all the way, a bird
.Vcry much resembling a swallow called the Petril or Stormy Petril kept
close to the vessel nearly from shore to shore, there would be from
fifty to one hundred and frequently more, two or three were caught.

And frequently we had near to us a bird not unlike alDuck when on the
water sometimes one or two were seen and sometimes forty or fifty. One
day when we were two or three hundred miles from the American shore a
fine young Hawk paid us a visit, but his voyage had nearky expended

his physical strength as he was very glad to take up his abode on the
rigging. But tho! he had probably found a new situation he did not forget

a
his old habits, taking a fancy toApetril he pursued one on to the quarter
deck and was there taken prisoner by the Captain casting his hat over him,
a passenger in attempting to secure him got his thumb bit, and was
glad to relinquish his hold so Mr Hawk was once more the enjoyer of

liberty. But soon after while taking a nap aloft he was secured by one
of the sailors, and imprisoned in a cage. We did not see mahy fish, two
or three times a few small ones resembling herring, sometimes a few
porpoises, and now and then a species of whale I think of the[g?]rampus
kind, and one day we were treated with the sight of the fish known as

the Whale. Only one was seen during the whole voyage and he came very
near tg us, so that we had some idea of his size he appetared to be
an immense fellow. His proximity to us was first known by the colume
of water he threw up in breathing. Ve never saw many vessels at a time,
but scarcely a day passed without one or more being in sight, and once

and only once we spoke with one. I must not pass over the ships crew

and passebgers. With regard to the former I have not much to say, from

the Captain to the Cooks boy they were very much given to cursing and

(=}
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swearing two or three of them at times were truly dreadful, they could
scarcely speak without an oath, this practice was the most unpleasant
thing I met with on shipboard. There was one regulation I quite approved
of and think it quite nec%ésary that it should be attended to by all
ship owners and Captains-viz- there was no drink allowed to the crew.

I think we had about 260 passengers of all sorts and sizes, indeed there
was over many to be comfortable especially below decks. We managed

very well dn the place 1 was in as it:.was airy and not over crowded.
Imagine to yourself a place rather larger than our kitchen (I do not
mean the back kitchen) with #en small lodging or sleeping rooms around
three of its sidés the centre being taken up with boxes, and hampers,
and barrels as substitutes for chairs and tables, and you have a toler-
ably correct idea of our place of abode. I must not omit to tell you
that the outside of the sleeping apartments was papered and the child-
ren amused themselves with pulling it off. There were two births or

places for beds in each room one above the other, the one next to mine

o

(I secured the upper) was occupied by a Yorkshire man from near Hull,

a medical gentleman who appears: to be travelling about for pleasure.

He was once in America befofe. The next room on the right hand was
occupied by a Butcher his wife and three children from Dudly. He has a
brother in America - at Pittsburgh - who sent for him. Then we had

other three women witheuw$ their children but without their husband's.

One of them had five little ones. She gave birth to the fifth in a

Canal Boat while on her journey to Liverpool, she had to be tossed about,
and attend to her baby and the other four as tho! nothing had happened.

The infant throve well and slept nearly all the time. So much for the

lot that falls to the share of some. Her Husband came to this country

about 6 months ago I suppose he had not the means to bring his family




.~ -0 -

with him at the time. Another woman had two children, she also was left
behind for want of the needful. The third had lived in America for

some years,and had gone to England to see her friends, so that she was

coming home. She also had a little girl. Then we had two Irishmen, six

Germans and another englishman. We could have done very well, and might

have been as comfortable as persons can be on shipboard in our situation
but for the young ones. Think of eleven children from a few days to
nine yvears old belonging to four different families. We had noise and
disturbance day and night. The greater part of the passengers were Irish.
And taking the emigrants all together the ages were tolerably equalised.
Several children and several young men and women, SOME middle aged
peop_le and a few old ones.

[:—— I find that I am not able to tell you all I intended for want of
room. I fear you will not receive this as soon as you have expected a

letter. The Steamer left here for England the day after 1 arrived and

c

before I could prepare anything worth sending, and I was told that if

I sent a paper it would cost as much as a letter. I have much more to
say but I must try to embrace another oprortunity. This will satisfy

you that at present I am safe and well. I continue to look to Him wh

is obeyed by winds and Seas, I look to the past and am thankful, the
future is veiled but there is the pillar of cloud and the pillar of
fire. I must not forget to tell you that I had no trouble whatever at
the Customs House, my luggage was just looked at and not a word said.
You must excuse me for not having said more, but you must expect another
letter from me in which I think of saying a little which may be use-

ful to those who think of Emigrating.

I remain my dear Mother your affecticnate son

Matthew Dinsdale
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Pedlars Creek,Wisconsin 25th July 1845

My Dear Mother

I have this day received the parcel you sent by Matthew
Willis which was heartily welcomed by me, even before I opened it
because it came from Askrigg, and from those who are dear to me there.
I expected a great number of Letters, even more than came, but I am
thankful for these and consider them an earnest of what are to follow.
I have two from you; one from each of my Sisters; one from Edward; and
an apology from John. When John feels like saying nothing I hope he
will continue to send me apologies and when he can say somethihg I
shall be very glad to have a letter. One from Hullet Hall; one from
Thos. Thistlethwaite; one from Matthew Thompson; one from James
Robinsoqﬁnd one from Thos. Caygill. I am greatly obliged to éll who have
wrote to me. I am thankful., I am grateful to J Robinson for the Rhubarb
seed. I gave half of it to Mr. Wasley who I expect has planted it;
the other half I retain to give to some other person. I have no garden
of my own, but if I should have one 1 can probably procure seed from
those I have given to. I think you have acknowledged all the letters
I have sent to you. I should like to know if Thos. Lawson of Vest
Burton and Geo. Metcalfe of Marcell have each feceived one from me, as
I wrote to them both, to Thomas 1 think in April and to George in
Jﬁne. Please to give my respects to lir W. Whaley and tell him I am
obliged for the Mittens, they will be very useful in winter, as I ©an
wear a pair of gloves under them. I expect you will be anxious to hear
from me, so I have commenced to write as soon as possible, and shall
£3L) up thislletter as I have leisure and mail it next Thursday, which
is the day on which our Letters and Papers are sent and received.

This place is not on any main road so we have the Mail but once a
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week. Since I last wrote té you I have enjoyed good health with the
exception of two bilious atacks, one of them on the 10th of this
month and the other yesterday. I was not quite laid up but very near.
For the last fortnight we have had very hot weather. Persons who are
aged and were born in this country have told me they never knew it

so hot before. Yesterday and today have been cooler. I expect tﬁe
weather and a little overexertion were the cause of my illness. Per-
sons who are inclined to be bilious will have to be careful here. 1
am glad to be able td inform you that I had every possible attention
paid to me. I had only to ask and Have. Indeed I had all I wanted
without asking for. Good night!l the clock has just struck ten.

I have told you that Matthew Willis delivered the parcel he brought
éver for me. He was at this place for the first time on the first of
this month. And was then on an exploring excursion. In his wanderings
he found himself in the neighborhood of Pedlars Creek, and so came to
see me. You may be sure that I was glad to see him. He was here

again about ten days after, but as he did not expect to see me either
time when he left his family he_did not bring my parcel with him, but
this time calculating to be through here he brought it along with
him. I am much obliged to him for his kindness. He is loocking well
and I believe his family enjoy good health. They are at present at
New Diggings near Galena and about 30 miles from this place. Matthew
appears to be well satisfied with the step he has taken and I think
so far likes this country as well as he expected he should before

he came. Yesterday, for this is Saturday the 26th July, he went to
the Land office at Mineral Point to see if a lot he liked very well
was at liberty. On his return he told me that he had entered,i.e.
purchased about a quarter of a section or 160 acres. 1 am ng%i:as to

the quantity but I think he said between one and two hundred acres.
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lhe land is only about \. miles from here so that he will be quite

a neighbour of mine, that is if I should continue here. You can

tell his friends if they have not heard from him since he came to this
western country , that as soon as he is a little more settled he will
send them a letter, and give them all the particulars they can desire.
For some time I think his hands will be fully employed. He will first
have to get a few acres of Prairie broken for fall seed-and then

build a house. I have not seen his place as I have not been in that
séction of countrﬂbut he speaks highly of it; he has plenty of good
water but not much timbgr. He will be able to sell any quantity of
produce for a remunerating price at his own door or at a near market.
He thinks of tufning his attention to the dairy and this I believe to
be a good plan, as cattle, and of a good kind to, are to be bought
véry cheap, they cost but little to maintain and butter and cheese

sell for about aé much as with you. I must noﬁ turn my attention
to the letter I have received ad I find some of them require answering.
I am much pleased with those Thos. Thistlethwaite and Matthew Thompson
have sént; and shall try to give them satisfaction on the subjects

on which they wish for information. Anﬁfirst as to Thomas and his pro-
fession. All the Boot and Shoe Makers, so far as m& observation has

extended, have done, are doing,and can do well in this country. lir.

llasley said to a person the other day that Shoemaking and Blacksmithing
are the two best trades that can be followed in America. Tho' great
quantities of Boots and Shoes are sold in the Stores yet many personé
prefer getting their Boots made, and calculate to pay an extra price.
For instance if a person could purchase a pair of Boots at a Store

for three Dollars, he would expect to pay four to a Boot laker for a
pair of the same kind. I believe Shoemakers could make a good living

in many places if they were only to mend; but I think in whatever
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part of the country they settle they will élso have to make. The greater
part of the 5oots and.shoes made in this country are pegged, but some
made of calf are sewed. Those similar to the pair Thomas made for me
we sell for a dollar to a dollar and a half a pr - with peggs - in the
bottom. I expect we shall have along‘from New York and Boston this
fall, at least 20 doz. of Wellington Boots besides shoes of all kinds.
Ve sell mens boots from 2% to A-dollars a pair. Those at 2§ are made
of calf leather, and are as handsome a boot as can be worn. Many per-
sons in this country never have their shoes or boots mended; they
purchase a pair - wear them out and then throw them a way having

bought new ones. I do think, notwithstanding these s eqille] making
against the trade, that Thomas would do well were he té make it his
business, and he would still have a better chance to get along if he
should connect with it a small farm. And if he should not have a

farm hé would be’able to keeputwo or three cows, which as I have said
beforecost nothing but a little labor. As to Arthur Thomﬁson, he

would no doubt thrive first rate were he out here. Tailors do well. I
think this western world is a good part for Milliners and Dress lakers
so that if Eden Thompson should come here she will not be likely to
starve. I expect[ Mss. torﬁ]places might be selected where a profit-
able and respectable business might be carried on. She [Mss. iliegible]
emigrating unless some of her brothers ﬁo, and if they ﬁhould, I think
she need not fear to come. I think it would be well for her to learn

to cut and make mens clothes now that she has an opportunity to learn
from Arthur as this knowledge might at some time be useful to her.

As I did not bring many clothes with me when I left Peters, and not
being able to go down I had to purchase a few necessary articles amongst

them I had a pr of pantaloons. I employed a woman at Mineral Point

to make them and paid her a dollar. I found all the trimmings. Men
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charge a dollar and half for making pants, and from 6 to 8% for dress
and frock coats according to the quality of Cloth all trimmings

fouhd for them.I will now notice Matthew's letter. I believe the
great inducement to emigrate to this Country is the.cheapness of land,
and consequently the certainty of easily securing a ﬁaintenance if the
necessary labor is employed. And L think all who intend to settle
here should aim to make a home. All cannot dg this at first but this
should be aimed at: As if a person has as much land as will keep him
and his family, whatever storms may blow he is secure and comfortable.,
But independent of this all mechanics [ Mss. illegible.]

Probably it would be best for carpenters joiners to work for sometime
as Jjourneymen, and as such I expect they can earn from a dollar to a
dollar and half a day and have constant work. Matthew asks if any
carpenters are in this neighborhood. There are several about here ﬁut
all have work enough aﬁd I suppose if there should be more they would
find employment. There is not'one'person of the trade resides constatit-
ly here. Those we have had this summer came because there was work

to be done. Five new frame buildings have lately been put up at this
place. When a carpenter has a house to erect he goes to the site and
builds a temporary shop if he expects to be any length of time, if he
calculates to finish soon he works out of doors.ldward can tell
Tﬁomas Caygill that I much commend his purpose to become perfect at
his present trade. If he should determine to cross the Atlantic I do
not know that he could do better than follow the work he has been
brought up to , and if he should not follow it he would be no worse
for having a thorough knowledge of it. As to his turning merchant I
expect he would not meet with the obstadlgs in this country he would
in Fngland. The merchants here do not care much whether or not those

they employ have learned the business. You are aware that I had no
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encouragement given me, not even a hope was held out that a merchant
would take me into his store; and the very first I applied to engaged
me, But how Thomas would succeed I do not know; he would have a chance;
but as he has a trade I think he had better stick-to it. It appears

that Thos. lietcalfe and Thos Mason want some advice. It is' my conviction
that a Blacksmith, especially a good hand, will do well in almost any
part of the United States. I believe when young men éo to learn the art
they are paid good wages, this I know to be the case in some places.

The owner of our store is a blacksmith (he is not the owner of the

goods but of the building) he is paid a high rent for it. He came into
this country a few years ago with little or no money, and has by no means
worked hard, but he has got along very well. He has a Brother at Mineral
Point who has still donelbetter but he is a more active man. I intend
before I conclude to say something about Barzilla9énd that will apply to
Thos Mason. I will givdhere a little of my own history and that will
probably evidence how those who come to this country should feel and act.
I reflected on my situation and prospects and began to think that I
ought to be a little more efficiently occupied both for myself and
others: (I had your welfare and that of my brothers and sisters at
heart) I looked at the facilities my native country afforded, I thought
this plan might succeed, and then I thought the other might; but

again I concluded that they both might fail. All this time I looked

to God. I began to think and read about this country more than I had
done before. And finally I concluded that it was the desire of pro-
vidence that I should leave home for the American continent. I was
willing to be taught by adverse circumstances that I was out of the

path of duty. I was brought safely across the great Atlantic, and

across the scarcely less dangerous interior seas of this country.
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About ten o clock at night on the 8'R of October last I was landed
by the Steam Boat ##*%¥his-Stase at Southport, and as I walked from
the Lake shore to the House I was going to lodge at, I thought of:a
conversation I bnce had with my Brother Edward, probably when we were
onqour way to Lancaster: I said after some remarks he had made about
reaching Peter S5ills in safety, that if I should only arrive at Bouth-
port in safety I should not fear. And when I had come there I thought
that that God who had brought me through so many dangers would con-
tinue to be with me. I often thought when on my journey is it possible
that I shall ever see Southport, as I considered that the end of all
my perils. I suppose 1 was ready to:imagine that I could leap from
there to Peters. And truly I found myself at Southport and soon after
at English Prairie. Not having been mich accustomed to manual labor,
'without_knowledge of any mechanical employment, and with no prospect
of being employed in what I could do, gnd yet knowing,that, with
God's blessing I must depend upon my daily work for my daily bread,
surely my situation was not an enviable one, for I was indeed a
stranger in a strange land. But my step was firm and my heart cheer-
ful.and confiding. After I had rested a while at Peters, tho' I worked
hard everyday, I found that I was doing myself no good, and so
determined to try my fortune. I was never in such a case before, but I
was resolved to try myself.and see what-I was, and brave the worst.
As L journeyed I frequently said to myself."What will become of me."
Entering a store was about the last thought of my mind as 1 expected
no one would employ an entire stranger. And L did not know what else
I could do. As 4 have tol§;§ was at a place four mileslfrom Galepa on
the first of Jan of last;.and 1 was there in such a way and at that

timePs convinees me that the hand of God was in the affair. That
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evening I was intraduced to a Preacher who was there on a special
occasion. His own field of labor was a few miles west oqthis place,
but he had been in the habit of visiting here and knew Mr,Wasley.He
wished me to come out and gave me a letter. I did so but Mr. W. tdld
me he could manage by himself through the winter as business was not
very brisk; and he did not hold out any hope that he would engage me
in the spring. But at the same time he was very kind and wished me to
remain with him a few days, and even said that I might remain as long
as I chose or till'something should turn up likely to suit me. But
this was not what I wanted. I was determined while I had my health,

to be in such a way obligated to no one. What to do I digi;now, but

I was careful, and gave myself to God; I felt my ground as 1 went
along. I thought I would go to Mineral Foint. Mr.Wasley gave me a
letter of introduction to a young man and lent me his horse. This was
on Saturday the ath of January. I there became acquainted with several
pious persons and was desired to preach that evening. The next day I
preached at this place. As 1 could hear of nothing that I could‘turn
myself to I thoﬁght of going to Galena but a few friends at Mineral
“oint wished me to remain there at least a few weeks. I went to reside
'with three young men who were keeping house ( a common practice in this
country) After + had been with them about a week I thought I would

try mining or rather digging as the employment is very properly o
célled. I went two days in company with a man, as two generally go
together. We went to prospect, that is, to try to find minerals, we
dug & or 4 holes to the depth of a few feet, on the second day we

came to a little float Mineral, which often betokens a body of it

at no great distance. But two days tired me of uncertainties, for a
person may work for years and get nothing, so having a chance to
assist a young man who had mineral I hired myself to him for 15 dol-

lars a month to board myself. I took very comfortable lodgings for
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which and for board and washing 1 paid 8 dollars a month which is
something over 8 shillings a week. I had to work 6 or 7 hours a day
except Saturday on which day we gquit at noon. I may mention to you

that I was not obliged to do this as I had money, but I could not

~ bear to be at a loose end, and L knew it to be my duty to earn my
bread. I am partial to digging or'mining but would not like to depend
upon it for a living. If I had a farm I think I should be apt to em-
ploy myself a little in searching for Mineral. Many respectable persons
do nothing else. Mr.Wasley was a miner for several years. I had (for

I must return to my narrative) been but two or three days at my new
calling when Mr. Wasley sent to say he would be glad to see me. I

céme out one Saturday on his own poney which I found at his Mothers

at the Point, and soon made an arrangement to come and live with him;
and here I now am. I however remained a fortnight with the person I

had engeged to. I have been this particular in order to show to those
who think of coming to this country that they had better not lay down
a plan of operation before they start. Those who do emigrate should

be willing to take this country as they find it, and be willing to do
what their hands find to do; and not imagine it to be this or the other,
and then because everything is not as they expected become disatis-
fied. I would also like to give a word of Caution to intending emi-
grants. If any one comes here to find happiﬁess that person will be
wofully deceived. Happiness in its perfection and fulness is only

to found in Heaven. And a satisfying portion on earth is only to be
found in God. I was quite as comfortable and happy in England as I have
been in America and in some respects more so inasmuch as I had my
relations and friends near me. But what of peace I have enjomed

whether here or there has been through the possession of Grace. Our

local situation is a mere circumstance and does not affect our rela-

tion to the Father of our Spirits. If we can be at enmity with God
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in england we can also be so here. And if his favor is to be enjoyed

on this vast continent so also is it to be enjoyed on your little
islabhd. I endeavor to state the truth so far as I know it, for the
benefit of those who may enquire of you, but I have not yet given my
own views and convictions respecting América as a place of residence;

I have a@etter opinion of it than you are aware of or than I like to
express, as .1 am aware another person might have very different opin-
ions., When * say that a particular trade is a gdod one, I state what

I know to be a fact; and when L say that such a man will be likelj to
get along I judge from what L know of his habits and ability, but there
is also here what there is not with you, a field for exertion and enter-
prise. 1 am aware that a person might come here and do well,who at

the same time might not like, and therefore I do not say to any one,
"come over." Let everyone be persuaded in his own mind.

Matthew Thompson wishes me to describe this country by telling him

how much and in what respect 1t resembles any particular part of Eng-

land. He could not have given me a more difficult [mse. ilei¥dAnd my
sister Elizabeth thinks that America cannot be so beautiful as a
certain portion of Wensleydale. "Dectors differ? There is scenery in
my own native dale that probably cannot be surpassed for variety and
beauty, and I am quite willing that she should consider it the most
delightful portion of the world. I am so cagequp here that I have al-
most forgot what even America is. I will however try to satisfy
Matthew, but I expect my effort will be a failure. It must be remember-
ed that the Whole of this country has been but a few years settled

by civilized man, consequently there is in most parts a wildness of
scenery and a newness as fegards improvements that are not often
visible in such countries as England. I have seen but little of the

0old settled states, and cannot say much about them, but I expect

&
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local scenery is much asPt is in England. Thus if you have a land-
scape you look upon green or yellow fields, patches and stripes of
timber serpentine rivers and plaeid lakes and distant hills. If you
want the grand and picturesque youmlook upon the lofty mountain:
rearing to heaven its many heads,.the suspended rock the singing rill
and the foaming cataract. But what shall I say of this portion of
America the "far west" which but twelve or fourteen years ago was
covered in its length and breadth by wandering tribes of savage
Indians, and the scene of so many sanguinary conflicts. We have no
cloud capt towers, no gorgeous palaces, no dismantled castles and
monasteries the fragments of a former age of superstition and vassal-
age; no narrow fields confined by pretty hedge rows as if to prevent
their escape. We have no macadamized roads nor marble bridges. And
because these are lacking some may not like America nor yet American
scenery. You will say we want to know what you have. That is what

I want to be after telling you if I only knew how bﬁt I do not. How-

ever we have a broad open country that shows its face and is not

ashamed to be seen. When you look at it you can see it in a1l dts

freshness and strength If you were to travel a fewﬁ?ﬁjyou would look

fme¥orn ](almost all the time) a vast extent of Land & timber both be-
fore and around you. You appear to be[ﬁ%m»dhigh a part as therevizible
and the most distant part looks to be about the same elevation as that
upon which you are. Sometimes you may look forward and see perhaps a
grove which looks you would think to be about & or 4 miles distant, when
in reality it is probably 8 or 10. The reason is the land in this
country is often rolling or undulating like the waves of the sea.

in shape

Some of the Prairies from three tp_pgn miles acrosspare like an immense

shallow dish, presentingwé'surface and border all around with timber to

the depth of two, three or five miles. This is Monday night and now late
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bed time. If my letters take as long a time to be read as they do
to be wrote I fear that L shall tire you all. I will now retibe to

rest, Good night. Night is good as well as day.

Tuesday. When you arrive at the &%e of one ofthe above named prairies,
you see the whole of it at one glance. Farm houses are placed at in-
tervals all around the timber, and probably a large field for grain &c
is attached to each. The rest, which is by far the greater portion, of
the prairie being open and free. If my friends want more they must ask
and I will try to let them have..&men. The Farmers about here have

got most of their grain cut. They commenced about the middle of this
month, several the beginning of it. I eipect there is not much to cut
now, and if the weather should continue favorable it will soon all be
put away. Gardens have produced well this season. Besides everything
that you can grow, cucumbers, melons, &c are raised without any trouble.
Vegetables grow very rapidly and soon come to maturity. What a distance
I must be from you. John was planting potatoes when your letters were
wrote, and when I read them I was eating them= that is= eating new
potatoes! With you spring was first opening, here summer is almost at
an endllYou planting the seed and I eating the fruit and yet we appear
to be conversing together at one time. I am now hearing what you then
saidl Does your voice indeed take so long a time to cross the Atlantic?
Tho'athe intefval is long I am thankful that we can converse together.
This privilige is worth more than it costs. Edwards last letter reached
me in due time, as you will have heard if my letter to George has been
received.

\o

M Willis's place. It is only about three miles from here. I found

Wednesday zoth %E:past 1 P.M. This forenoon I rode over to see

Matthew making hay near to where he intends to build his house. I am

much pleased with both the situation and land. Hﬁwill be able to make
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an excellent farm. One that might be envied even in Wensleydale. And
then he has room to stir. His cattle will have almost an unbounded
large. There are three or four farms near but at a reasonable distance
one to thfee miles. The greater part of this land is open rich prairie.
He has two or three groves of young “timber principally oak which

afford good shelter as they are on the west and north of his land.

They cover ten or twelve acres. Sewveral of the trees are a good height.
At present he can have as much timber as he wants and for nothing by
going four of six miles. as at that distance there is unsold timbered
land. He has a very pleasant situation for:ihis house near one of the
groves, which shelters it from the west, and close to the.water. The
spring is a very good one and yields plenty of water for all the stock
he will want to keep. If he has his health and God's blessing he will
be sure to get along, and I think well. There is nothing to hinder him.
He will have to labor hard but his reward will be with him, not behind
him,

He intends to call the place Ramah in memory of his little boy who

died on the Atlantic. I expected to have seen his wife and children

but they are still at New Diggings. He intends to start tomorrow to
briﬁg them out. He has bought a small log house near his place,where he
will reside for the present. He intends.to send a letter in two or
three weeks to his friends. In the mean time it may be well for them to
know that he is safe, and has begun to make himself a home. His land 1is
in the same township as Pedlars Creek. Is it not surprising that after
all our wanderings we should be so near together. But for my part 1
have no "certain dwelling place." Howevg; I do not know that I am going
to leave here. I intended to have returned by way of George Hewgill
but kr Wasley wanted to start to Galena so that I had not time. Mrs.H:

is now in the neighbourhood. And I believe they are both well. They have
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a baby.
{:—*-I must now think of taking my leave of you for the present, as
my sheet is almost full. I do not know that I have anything more to.
say to you. I am as comfortable as 1 expect to be in this world. And
more so than 1 deserve to be. I have few trials and many comforts. And
I trust that the best of friends is my friend. I am thankful that I am
remembered in your prayers. I am in want of nothing else at present.
I do not forget any of you at a throne of grace. May the living God
be our refuge and guide, afd if we should not be brought together on
| /Earth, I pray that we mazeﬁeet in heaven which will be far better.
Itf— I am sorry to hear that my Uncle and Aunt Thompson are not well.
I hope my Aunt will look to God for help, as 1 expect she does.Please
to give my love to all my: relations. To the Freachers and members of
the Church and to all my Friends. I am thankful for their tokens of
Kindness and regard, manifested in enguiring after amd and [sic] wishing
my welfare. Your ever ever [sic] affectionate son

M. Dinsdale.
P.S. G. Hewgill has just been here he wishes me to say that Mrs. H.
intends to Mail a letter for heﬂfriends next week. Hedesires to be -

remembered to his brother lir. Harker of Hames.' @

[P.S.] I forgot to leave place for the seal perhaps these words will
be under it: first line from the edge - "However" Third "Look". Second

"upon". first "on as high"

My Dear Mother In letter writing I am unwilling to lose any advantage

the law will allow me. Under the "new act" letters may be double or
' v

enclosed inienvelop provided the weight of each is not over "& an oz.
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And therefore I make this addition which 1s as much as I can make. Your
own letters afford me great comfort and 1 hope you will never cease to
‘write to me. I wan make out every word and that readily. I am also much
pleased with all the letters sent from home. I hope you will continue
to write to me. You must take advantage of the new arrangement and let

‘me have half an ounce not over. I think you can all manage to write as

much as I do: try to fill every corner. And do not'one trust to another
to communiéate information; never mind if you all tell.me about the

same matters. I want a letter in answer to this. Send it off as soon as
convenient and tell me all particulars. I am glad to hear about the
stock,&c &c. I often think about you. I keep thinking that you are
probably now through with your hay. It is almost a year since I left you,
an eventful_one to me; but it has been no blamk in my existance. And now
that it is almost at an end I evan truly say that I would nbt have been
without it. It would give me much pleasure to have you all come over,
but I want you to determine for yourselves, and not to come except you
believe the finger of providence points in this direction. Make it a
subject of prayer. And may God be with and bhess you. If you should
purpose to come I do not know that it would be well to be in a hurry.
What does' Barzillac think of doing. I do not know that I can communi-
cate any additional information as regards him. H!will probably now wait
another year, if he should I may be able to tell him something more.

If he should come I will assist him in every way I am able, so far as
that assistance may be necessary for him. The Butchers in this neigh-
borhood are in the habit of carrying their meat around for sales, in a
light one horse waggon. We have them two and three times a weekhas it
.18 necessary to have the meat fresh. I believe that Butcheré'can do

well in America especially if they are clean and obliging. I expect

several of those who follow butching do not understand it. As L have
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said in my letter, the great inducement to come to this country

is the cheapness and value of the land. What is 4r, Wélker purposing

to do? I think I have nothing new to say to him. If he intends to

farm as well as attend to his business I think he cannot do better
than aim for the western country. Tell me all about them. I have not
seen any of Peter Sills family since I left last December, nor have

I heard from them very lately. They have my address, and 1 expect are
all much as usual. Theywould move to their own plawe about the

middle of last April. The house was put up after L came away. They tell
me it is a good one. It 1s built of oak logs, such as would be worth
looking at in England. They had cut down between 40 & 50 noble trees
for the house. I intend to go down in a few weeks, indeed I must do so
if my 1life is spared. You can tell James Whately that I have no doubt
but they are all well. It is possible that I may write next time from
there, as if they have not sent a letter to their friends lately, it

is likely they will wish me to send one. I am much obliged to My Brim-
stead fér.the plan. You cannot think what pleasure it affords me. I thus
know where the several preachers are, and 1 am ready to fancy I see
them, with thoughtful pace journeying to the house of God; and I ﬁhink
I hear them tell the people of him who is "mighty to savéUQ\Then ny
heart is lifted to heaven that the labor may not be in vain. I am glad
to find that Edward is attentive to business, he tells me that he finds
himself inadequate to the work that now devolwes upog:ml am glad he
does, as this will lead him to act with caution, and 1 hope to apply

to the strong for strength. I hope he will devote himself to God and to
his cause. I frequently think that the great head of the Church has
work for him toc-do. Perhaps in this land. I wish you would send me

the Watchman, if you can, with the Stations of the Preachers. The

final appointments I remember. Give my love to %r. Allison of Richmond.



1

I have sent you several newspapers have they reached you. In my letter
to Yeorge wetcalfe I said that I had feceived the letter you sent by

Mr. Hargrave. I have neither seen him nor heard from him. I expect he

is a considerable distance from me. Though I should not be surprised

if I should see him here tomorrow. Please to give my love to all at
Hallet Hall and say that I thank them for the kind letters I have
received. I have not forgot them, and purpose to send an:-epistle to
them,

Y= I am very sorry to hear of the death of Yr Thompson but expect that
the removal is a gain to him. How mysterious are the ways of providencel
But God does all things well, and even by this event some wise and
beneficial ehd has been designed. I truly condole with his afflicted
Parents and Widow. May we be ready when the Son of Man shall call.
Several persons I find ﬁave been removed from this world during the

year I haveibeen away, who were quite likely to live as I.,was. They

have been exposed to no special danger while I have, but they are dead
and I am alive. How great and how good is God. But I too must die and how
soon I know not.

i:::- If Elizabeth goes to Conference, I shall surely have a long and

large letter of particulars.

.fﬁr" I think it would not be well for one or fwo of you to come to

this country, at least not at present; and if you all pmrpose to come
it will be better to come together. I am very thankful to find that

you get along so comfortably as you appear to do. I hope you will
continue to attend to each others welfare, and seek for grace. For with
that in the heart, all will be wekl wherever we may be. But without it
every part of the world is a dreary wilderness. I shall wait with
considerable anxiety for a letter from you. Each letter 1 send and

receive costs 10 or 12 cents; very cheap. I am sorry to hear that my
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Grandfather and Yrandmother were so feeble; but I hope they are ready
for their departufe whenever that may take place. I cannot expect to
see them again in this world; but tell them if they are still alive
that + hope we shall meet in our Fathers house above. Give my love
to them, also to my Grandfather Dinsdale and all my relations. I
remember them all even as affectionately as if 1 were to write out a
list of their names. I desire my love to my Uncle at Sinderland also
to his family.

If you intend to come to America perhaps I can have a years

notice.



Potosi Wisconsin Territory

Saturday October 18th 1845

My Dear Mother

I have again great pleasure in commé%ing a letter to you
in this far off Land. I do assure you that reading lettrs which come
from home and writing to you are among my most pleasurable employments.

th of October. I am now expecting a letter from

This is Saturday the 11
you every week, and I hope before 1 send this that I shall receive one
but I have so much to say that I think it best to begin mine before I
rcceive yours. I expect you will be some surprised to fing that I have
again removed, or rather that this is not dated at Pedlars Creek, it

is true that I have left thet place, and while I tell you this my eyes
fill and overflow'with tears . May God sustain me. My feelings will
scarcely allow me to writejfor I have‘left kind and valued friends, and
I have come to, I hardly know where, only this I know, that I am again

amongst strangers. But + look to Heaven as my ultimate and eternal rest-

ing place and home. I felt it to be my duty to come here and L think

.1 eame cheerfully. If I had consulted my temporal interests I should
have remained where I was. But in order that I may attend to what I
consider to be duty, I immolate interest on the altar of Christian
principle. I have done this oftener than once and I believe that God
has rewarded me for it. I believe that I have given up all to follow
Christ. And if He deigns to be my guide and friend I shall be satisfied.
The reason why I am here is this: I have been received on preobation

by the Rock River Conference of the Méthodist Episcopal Church and have

been appointeé to this place. When I left home little over a year ago,

I never intended nor expected to enter the ministry, and I took no step

towards this. I simply preached the Gospel as I had opportunities, as,
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I believed the dispensation of it was entrusted to me. The Church called
me out & here I am, hoping and prgying and laboring to be useful. The
Conference was held at Peoria, about the centre of the State of Illin01s,
the third week in August, but I could not come out here till towards the
end of September and then 4 did not remain. I left Pedlars Creek on
Friday the 26 thye Sep and travelled about thirty miles to a place

called Lancaster. The weather was warm and pleasant and I had a delight-
ful drive. This was the first time I had been out in that part of the
Country, and tho! alone I quite enjowed myself. I could not refrain from
wishing that some of you had been along with me. For the first twenty
miles I rode along Prairie, but most of that distance there was timber

on each hand, varging in distance from the road, from a few yards to a
mile or two. And in all that distance of twenty miles I saw but three

or four fields and generally I could see for miles in every direction.
The road I came along is the military road from Madison the capital of
the territory to Prairie du Chien.near the Mississippi River. It has been
laid out on what is called a dividing ridge, that is, elevated land

which divides one river from another. I have been told that the land for
a mile on each side of the road all the distance has been bought chiefly
by speculators, as it is near a great public foad they expect it will
sell high, and this I expect is the reason why so little of it is in
cultivation as it would be very difficult to find a healthier, richer,

or more delightful country. I expect that some of it might be bought

for a little over what it cost, as taxes are to pay on it whether it is
improved or not and some off the owners I expect are becoming tired of
doing this. For ten or twelve miles my road lay through timber much of it
of a good quality. Saturday o7th Thig morning I started soon after I had
taken breakfast, it was the time of holding court to try offenders

against the law. A juror who has been set at liberty rode with me to
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" Potosi. I suppose you will wonder what kind of a conveyance I had. I
- (here called a buggy)

had a first rate pony and what you would call a phaeton. I generally

. took them when I had to go to preach anywhere and often have I thought
when a journeying that I would have liked you tonhave been with me
that you might see, and seeing like this countr&. I reached this place
about noon. The distance from Lancaster here is about twelve miles,on
the road are some very large and valuable farms, Sunday the ogth. 2 very
fine day. I see by the plan that Yeorge Metcalfe was appointed to Askrigg.
I preached but once, at eleven O'clock A.M. and held a prayer meeting
in the evening. I preached this day my first sermon at my first Confer-
ence appointment. (It may be my last) On konday I should have returned
 _home but in the morning the weather was cuite unfavorable, so I re-
mained till Tuesday the z0th and then had a cold and showery drive., I
returned home by another and nearer road. (Pedlars Creek is about 20
miles from here) I went by ﬁatthew Willis's place, being about a quarter
of a mile out of my way. I found them as emigrants to this country are
often found at first, with a house in its infancy, which could not
boast of ability to keep outside either rough weather or fine, either
light or darkness. But it possessed one excellent properyy, it was
capable of improvement (would that we all were) and since I then saw it
I am thankful to be able to say it has received it. I found them all
cheerful and content and in good health, with the excepticn of the
youngest boy which is only feeble. I warmed myself and had a cup of
coffee. I told them by way of consolation that they had no fent to pay.
Matthew smiled and said he had been talking about that just beforey.
I am glad they have removed from the place they were at before, as 1
suppose its moral state is almost desperate. The people arernotorious

whiskey drinkers, and when I say that you may infer the rest. 1 do think

that there is not a worse place in Wisconsin. And Matthew would be
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likely to form an uﬁf'avorable opinion of America if he judged of it
by those he was afgnhgst before he removed to his farm.

I came out here again on Saturday the 4%h inst. Or rather I came
as far as Platteville 18 miles from the Creek , and there met the Pre-
siding Elder who was holding the Quarterly meeting for that Circuit. I
dined with him at a friend's house. He wished me to remain with him
all night, as this was the first time I had seen him, and desiring to
have some information from him I consented. I was also inTiuenced by
a desire to hear him preach in the evening. After dinner we came to our
guarters about half a mile from the town and affer I was quite reconciled
to remain all night, he told me to my astonishment that I must preach
for him. 0! what I would have given for liberty( I thought how delight-
ful it would have been if I had now been driving through the woods. But
his place was to command and mine was to obey. I had a very attentive
auditory and felt quite comfortable. The Elder and I stayed with an old
gentleman, a devoted Methodist, who is 81 years old. He was brought up
in the state of Virginia, and was there the owner of considerable pro-
perty and several slaves. But Slavery he could not do with, so he 11berataj
his negroes (I think 26 in number) sold his estate for 20 thousand
dollars and removed to the west. He has three sons who are Methodist
Ministers all of them belong to this Conference, one is Book Agent at
Cincimnati (J T Mitchell) who I am told is a very fine man. Indeed all
his sons are talented. Sunday the 5tR Oct a cold,frosty but clear
morning I reached Potosi about{tjpast 10 preached at eleven A.M and
gain at 6 P.M. On Monday I again returned to the Creek. You will prob-
ably have been wondering why I acted in this way. Why after I had re-
ceived this appointment I did not come at once. I will tell you.

You are aware that myn"goods and chattels" were left by me at English

Prairie when I again"émigrated™" further west. I did not want to .- -
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come here to remain till I had them with me. I could not very con-
veniently go myself to Peters, tho! I much wished to do so, therefore I
sent a person for them. He returned to Mineral FPoint that'being his
place of residence, last Tuesday evening. I had not an opportunity of
seeing him since he came back and he brought no letter, tho! I wishéd
Peters to send me one, so that I do not know how they are. But 1 Judge
that they are all well.Peter had gone to Chicago - She-Ka go - with
wheat. If the road should be good for sleighing ( does Elixgbeth not
wish that she could be with me) this winter I hope I may be able to go
and see them. Thursday the gth Octobef. A year today since I reached
Peter Sill's house, about 9 o clock in the evening. MF® Sill told me
one day after my arrival that whén she first saw me she thought I look-
ed very pale and thoughtful, and no wonder after what I had passed
through the fivé previous weeksf I daresay she expected I should soon
be in my grave, and wondered what I had come to Amefica for. But 1 must
return to the 9th Oct 1845. I expected to leave Mr Wasley's today, as
he had been at the Point the day before, and learned that a person
would be along with my luggage and would bring me out hefe, I received
this day two nos of the Watchman which Edward had started on the ogth
of August. I felt very thankful for them as they came very opportunely,
but I looked for a letter also. Mr. W settled with me; at the time he
did so I thought I had not so much to receive as he paid me but did
not think anything about 1it. Aftefwards on ldoking at the day book

I found he had given me twenty dollars more than my due, I told him

he had made a mistake, he said that it was a designed one. This was so
unexpected that I could make no reply. He has thus given:me thirty
dollars over our agreement, ten to make the first two months 15§ a
month, and twenty when I left him. Such kindness I know I am unworthy

of for though I have endeavoured to do my duty I have done nothing



more. I did not hear from Conference till I had quite given up expecting
an appointment. I told Mr Wasley that I thought I should not be called
out, he said he hoped I should not; and that if I remained with him

he would increase my salary. I have no doubt but he would have given

me a considerable advance. He told me he was very sorry I was going

to leave, and that if from sickness or any other cause I should need

a home I should find one at his house. You may be sure that I left the
Creek with a sbrrowful heart; this was indeed the case. I could say

but little and my feelings could only find expression in sobs and tears.
And though I was sorrowful I rejoiced that Christ was my portion and that
I had an opportunity. to evidence my love to him and his cause. My heart
says unto God "here am I". And when he directs I desire to go. Had I
remained with Mr W I intended to purchase some land and as I was able

- make improvements. Had I done so it is likely that in 3 or 4 years I
should have had a very comfortable home of my own, and a farm that

would have maintained you all. But my affections are not placed on any-
thing on the Earth, that is, in such a way as to cause sorrow when my
projects are frustrated. In the afternoon my Boxes &c (my bed and bedd-
ing are still at English Prairie) were brought, and after we had been
parted for eight months I was again privileged to behold them, and re-
joice ower them as we do when we meet old and respected friends. I some-
times think -that I could have done without them as when I turn over
their contents home with its associations appears with almost over-
poweriﬁg freshness to my mind. I am constantly meeting with something

to remind me of wy friends and relations and their kindness. We got

to this place in the afternoon of Friday the 10th Inét, ha{;}ng staid
all night on our way out. I have been very kindly received by the

people and I think I shall feel at home among them. This place is what

is called a Station, not a circuit. My labors will have to be confined
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chiefly to one plaee viz Potosi. The people expect me to preach twice
each Sabbath, but not oftener without I 1ike.'Sometimes I expect 1 shall
preach to them on a week night. I made an appointment for next Thursdaj
evening (this is Monday the '13th 0ét) Besides this I shall sometimes
go during the week to a place about a mile off where there is a small
class. And perhaps every other Sunday in the afternoon to another place
-dﬁﬂtant two miles. But if I do this a horse will be.provided.

I am told there are about 15 hundred inhabitants in this town
and wviecinity, so that 1t 1s a plaee of some importance. I do not yet
know how many persons belong to the Church, I egpect about one hundred.
I find religion is at a low ebb, and a too general indifference pre-
vails, but I think there are a few who are right and who desire and
pray for the prosperity of Zion and the peace of Jerusalém. There are
probably good reasons to be given for the present cold state of the
ghurch: The principal of which is that there has not been sufficient
ministerial labor among them of late. They have no Local Preachers
and those sent by Conference for the last two years, have not been
much with them, owing to sickness and absence. They have been for
weeks at a time without any preaching. I hope the peoplé may get tired
of stations and only have circuits, as I think the latter suit better
the economy of Méthodism. Tho' so far as I am concerned I like Stations
better, as they rather agree with my studious habits, tho! circuits are
probably bettér for the health. I am upon the whole guite satisfied
with my appointment, but if the matter had been left to myself I should
have chosen a less responsible charge. A newplace of worship has lately
been erected by the members of the Methodist Church here which is not
guite finished it i1s a large substantial building the basement story
of stone the rest of brick 36 by 18 feet inside. It would have been

completed before now but it is not so well situated as it might have
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been, and some talk about taking it down again to place in a central
situation. I have preached in it once, but in cold weather we occupy the

old church on account of the Stove which is in it. I must not forget

situated
to tell you that this place is,very near the Mi?s%ssippi River. I have
n

A
not seen "the father of waters" yet but I intgﬁ to pay him a visit
before I mail this letter and will try to tell you how he looks. Friday
0ot 17th I have been much engaged since I opened the above. I have met
the building committee twice since L came andfh:g;y to say that they
have resolved if possible to complete the new Church so that we can
worship in it this winter. They have two new Stoves and a Gentleman has
promised to give a considerable portion of the pipes. So that I hope
we spall get along and be quite comfortable. There has been much sick-
ness in this part this summer, and several deaths. I have had a funeral
to attend almost every day I have been here. It is usual in this country
to preach a Sermon on the decease of every person, young and old,
sinner or saint, and as at present I am the only minister in the place
I have had enougﬁ to do in this way. But I have not preached at every
funeral I have attended, I havehad tom postpone some to a'convenient
season" say an eveninger4® Sabbath. I have had to perform the last duties
of my ofifice at the grave of‘countrymen. Last gggzgggay I attended the
funeral of a Mr §caife who formerly lived at a Mill near Dall Bank,
probably my Grandfather may remember him. You must not be alarmed for
my safety when I tell you of sickness and death, and that I am in the
midst of them. I am quite willing to depart and be with Christ because
I know it is far better than remaining here. But if it be the Divine
will that I should live a little longer God can shield me. I apprehend

that there is not much danger as the most sickly season has gone. All

places in the vicinity of rivers are subject more or less to ague and

bilious'fever in the summer and fall. But persons who have lived here
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for many years tell me that this is not an unhealthy place considering
its situation. I see by one NO of the Watchman you sent last, that a
young man with whom I became intimate when in London has been taken

to heaven. We were topgether at DT Alders aﬁd lodged in adjoining rooms.
When we had a little leisure we were together. We wandered in company
through the streets of the metropolis, visited the Tower Zoological
Gardens Regents Park, and other objects of curiosity and intefest. The
British Museum &c &c. He gave me his address at Birmingham that I might
write to him. We appeared to be of one heart amd one mind. He was called
to Africa and has become a Martyr to Christian zeal. But I believe we
shall meet again. If I mistake not he was the only son of his mother
and she was a widow. Heavy news for her but I expect that grace which
enabled her to lay her son on the Missionary alter is now her support.
lMay I be faithful that I may meet my friends who have gone before.
( I have very.comfortable lodgings. I @ve a room to myself and no
one to interfere with my quiet except I am wanted about Church matters.
The person I am with is married and has one child five months old.

They are members of the M.E.Church, and pious intelligent people. My
host I find has been a considerable wanderer, and can tell many thrill-
ing incidents experienced in his travels. He has&een among several
tribes of indians on one occasion he was robbed by a party of them

and had seven muskets pointed to his breast at once. He spoke to them in
their own language and that saved him.He has been a hunter ahd trapper
and trader in the western wilds. The indian_summér has this day begun.
It will probably cantinue for two or three weeks. There 1is always

some cold weather and frost before it commences. I took a short walk
this morning, and soon discovered the difference between today and the
few previous days. Indeed we havé had some very cold weather for the

last three weeks. During the indian summer (as it is called) we have
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a cloudless but grey and hazy looking sky, at the horizon especially

it has quite a smoky appearance. The days are quite mild and warm, but
the nights cold. A man has just been here to ask me to marry a couple
tomorrow but as I am not in orders I am not able to tie them tégether.

I felt somewhat sorry but I must submit for the present. There are a
great number of English about this place many of them from Yorkshire.

The other day I saw a woman, a member of the Church, from Whitaside.

She has been in this country about fifteen years, I think she said her

name was Spencely. Her present name is Lightfoot, her husband is a

Class leader. I also heard of one Stepheﬁ Dinsdale from Thoralby he

has been residing about lately but has gone off for a few days, or I

expect I should have seen him. Several persons from Swaledale, I find,

are about Dubuque fifteen miles down the River on.the Iowa side. Mr

Robinson of Semmerdale Hall has a Son at Galena, a Physician. He called

at the Creek one day $0 see me, but I was from home; I was sorry for it

as I should have beeh glad to see him. I think he told MT W. that he

was born at Askrigg. Lately there has been considerable disturbance near
the Mormon Settlement at Nauvoo, the particulars will probably have

reached you through: the papers. For the past week I have heard nothing.

I therefore judge that peace has been restered. I did hear that the Mor-

mons promised to leave Narvoo in the Spring, if so the inhabitants

will be satisfied as the lMormons are not desirable neighbours. Several

persons were killed and considerable property destroyed by both parties.

Outbreaks of this kind are generally magnified by distance. It is

probable that in England you will see see [sic] a whole country in

arms, and very likely on fire. I have conversed with different indivigualks

from the neighbourhood where the disturbance has been; they come and

go on business as tho' nothing had happened, and can leave their friends

and families without fear. I expect this place is about 150 miles from
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Nawmvoo.

I expect I shall hear by your next letter, what Barzillac, Mr Wal-
ker, my cousin Matthew &c intend to do, respecting emigrating. Anything
I can do for any of them will be done heartily, and with pleasure. But
my means are quite }imited so that they must not expect much from me.

I have done the best when I have most depended upon myself and upon
God. "Go thou and do likewiseffy But L am at the service of my friends
to the extent of my power.

My sheet is almost full. I think I will send this before without
waiting-for yours, for I cannot tell when it may arrive. This 1is my

fourth long letter without one from home. One befofe and this to you.

One to Thomas Lawscon, and one to George lletcalfe. it thus appears that
. I am resolved not to forget you.

When a letter is received from me I wish you would send a news
paper immediately, and put on the right hand corner of the first page
the date when the letter was received. Only put the date. I am looking
for the Watchman which contains the Stations of the Preachers.

I want you all to remember that-%{an oz. of news &c can now come to
me for 12 cents. I have heard nothing from W. Hargrave. If I send you a
paper with a date on the right hand corner, first page top, I shall have
received a letter.

If your next letter needs answering I shall probably write again
as soon as 1 réceive y 1

I mpst now bring my letter té a close. I desire still to have ;o
an interest in all your prayers, as I nead them now more than ever. I
am encouragéd & strenghhened when I remember that my friends in England
call upon God in my behalf. I often think of the Kind remembrance of
me by my friend Francis Mortén and others.

If I could visit my native home and country in a few years, I
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should have great pleasure in doing so. But I hardly dare flatter my-
self, even with the thought of this: What may betide me I know not,
but I hope I shall be in the hands and undér the protection of God.
I somgtimes imagine that I shall never again see you on earth, so
transient and uncertain is human life. But my dear Mother let us live for
heaven, énd then we shall have an endless union. I continue to pray for
you all. You cannot think how much I am concerned that my brothers
and sisters should be virtuous, holy and happy. I want us all to meet
above. Give my love to all my relatives and friends as if named. And
let me hear from you as often as convenient.

I am most affectionately yours,

Matthew Dinsdale

[?.S.] I have seen part of the Mississippi; there are several islands
and much timber near the River so that I have not been able to see the
main stream. I intend to tell you something about this wonderful river
at another time. Grant River runs between Potosi and the Mississippi,

and 1 have not been over the Grant yet.
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My Dear Mother
Your letter and Edward's dated the 13'R October
arrived here this evening and as an immediate answer is requested I
commence at once to write. I confess I have been taken by surprise.
When I received it at the post office I rather feared something serious
haad happeged as it came to me so soon after the last. I could not
guessed

have,the contents if I had tried, as the last stated that Barzillac was
then undeciéed about coming to this country. I feel glad he has made
up his mind to come. But let me tell him, at first, that he must take
America as he finds it. A man who comes here must not stumble over
trifles, if he does he will be apt to have many a fall. If he can pass
over the little incénveniences he will be apt to reap the great advantages.
Lifferent persons often have quite opposite views on one matter, and this
causes me to be rather cautious in giving advice. Some come here expect-
ing to get rich, and that soon, if they do not succeéd they are disap-
ﬁointed. Others come fancying they will meet with nothing but comforts
and conveniences, when alas, they find that America is a part of this
worldl If Barzillac and Jane come out with the intention of getting
along as they can I wish them speed in the Lords name. I think they
have nothing to fear. And as my sister Ann feels a desire to come with
thém, I do not see why she should not. I would like her to come, as they
would probably all be more comfortable together, and I think she might
employ herself to profit. But as one who wisheg her well I would wish
her to be very careful about forming connexions in this country. All
is not gold that glitters and there are many counterfeits in this part
of the world.

I will write about Barzillac as if he were my own brother, and give

the best advice I am able, and should I say or do anything to lead him

astray I shall be very sorry for it. He is about to take a very import-
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////ént step, but so far as I can judge I think not an imprudent one. Let

s

///// me advise them all to give themselves to God, make their peace with
him then whatever may befall them they will be safe.
I have as you are 1 expect aware by this time left my situation
and employment, but that has made no difference in my disposition, I am
still ready to assist him in any way I am able.

Perhaps my former letters will afford some information regarding
the preparation part. Let him have as little luggage as possible pack-
ed in strong but not clumsy boxes, locked and well corded. Everything
a pérson will need is to be had here and money is the most useful.

"/ It is well enough to have a sufficient stock of clothing &c but I would
not wish anyone to bring an extra stock. Articles made of wool are rath-
er high such as flannels, merinoes &c and womens hose. If he has any
joiners tools &c¢ he might bring them as they do not take up much room.
Linen and harden are high and it would be well to have a supply with
them. Bring Beds and bedding. Blankets are dear with us, therefore

dont forget blankets. I think Ann need not bring a bed. I have at pre-
sent no use for mine. However as she will want something to sleep upon
you must do as you think will be best. I wantfhem to bring no useless
articles with them. 7‘

They must have provisions for six weeks, they can calculate how
much will be sufficient for each person. Hams or bacon, plenty of po-
tatoes which you may purehase at Liverpool, Flour, some oat meal, bis-
cuits which make good pudding when soaked in water a few hours,get the
best, do not bake anything at home for the sea except it be oat bread,
cheese, butter, eggs which keep very wcli in flour, preserves,pickles,
vinegar, best french brandy for medicine, arrow root, carbonate of soda,
& acid tartar, sugar, tea eoffee salt, rice, raisins, currants, fish

perhaps herring, peas for soup, candles and a lanthern, lard, if you




—&-

.can make yest on ship board and bake cakes they would be first rate;
and a%y other articles you think might-be needful, you perhaps think
the abowe a long list but I think you will find all that is mentioned
needful or useful. You had best provide some castor oil or pills as you
will probably be costive, look well to the state of your bowels. Pro-
cure a tin chamber with a cover as you will need it for the children,
it may be had at Liverpool. A pail or cah would be useful for slops.
You will want a stone bottle for water, you had better have two. I think
each adult has three pints allowed a day, a stone bottle is better than
tin, but it is as well to have an extra vessel of that kind, or else

a can in case the bottle should be brokem. You will need a tea kettle
and other articles of fhat kind, as the ship will furnish you with
nothing but water, not even a stove. Let me desire you to employ the
ships cook, you will have to pay him, but you will find the benefit of
doing so. Tins are best to drink y ur tea and coffee out of as cups are
apt to get broken. Dont preserve cream as it turns to butter. You

will have to do without milk. I think I have said all that ﬁill be
necessary so far. You will sail from Liverpool. There you will bBave to
be very careful. Avoid Grimshaw & Co as their vessels are generallj
old. Take a regular packet ship and be sure you are safe with respect
to the time of sailing, a woman with several children came over this
summer, when at Liverpool she took a passage paid the money and had

to remain in the town several weeks before she could sail. Guard
against such imposition. Have nothing to do with men who are lounging

about the streets ot ships, when you take your passage go to an office.

Be sure you see the vessel, and tgke care to keep out of the steerage.
MY Waistell was very kind to me and I have no doubt but he will be to
you, if you see him and his family give my love‘to them and say that

almost every day I think about writing to them. I think you will avoid

being duped, but it is not well to be over suspicious.
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We will suppose you have reached the mouth of the Hudson in safety
and are thus about 12 miles from the city of “ew York. The ship will
soon cast anchor, a doctor will come on board examine you all and if
nothing is the matter you will probably be allowed to leave the ship in
a few hours, or maybe you will have to wait a day or two according to
the number of vessels in at the time. When you do leave it will be in
what is called a lighter, a small vessel, you will be taken by it to the
custom house where your baggage will be inspected. You will have to be.
on your guard to keep your boxes together [at]this time there is con-
siderable confusion, from the custom house you will be taken to the
whaff at N. York and there wou will be left to shift for yourself. I
think it will not be advisable to remain long at N. York, as it will be
expensive to do so; you will almost see as much of the place in passing
through it as will satisfy you. I expect you will be beset by steam
boat agents; and lodging house keepers, if you proceed at once on your
journey you will attend to the former, if you intend to stay a short
time in the city, say all night or over sunday, you wili listen to the
latter. Which ever you determine upon let Ann and Jane stay by the
luggage while Barzillac goes to look out for a boat, or examine the
lodging house and let him see and ‘bargain with the owner of the house,
or thé captain of the boat as the case may be. I was a little taken in
where I boarded inasmuich ss I was asked one price and charged another.
Avoid as much as possible having your things carried out of the way;
for instance when you are landed at the wharf aim for the part wheré
your next conveyance starts from. And if any one: tells you he will
‘get your things carried gratis from one place to another don't believe
him except you have good ground for doing so. This remark applies to the
whole journey. Always try to deal with principals not with servants

and lacke¥s. And befare you pay your money be satisfied that you are
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safe. I paid before hand three times, at Liverpool New York, and Albany,
but then I knew who I was paying to and had receipts, and I was quite
safe,~§t is however well to be cautious. On boérd the boat, I.came along
the canal in, there were several persons who had been quite deceived.
They paid their fare at N. York from there to the'place they wanted to
land at on the canal, they thus had to be transferred from a steam boat
to a canal boat. They had paid for a cabin passage along the canal, but
but as the receipts they had did not specify that; they had to pay an
extra price to occupy the cabin altho! they had paid the full price
before; they had no redress, except being lightened of a little more
money. You may come across persons who will cheat if they can, so be

on your guard, but do not be too suspicious. You will @&ind honest, up-
right men as well as rogues. From N York you will proceed up the Hudf
son in a Steamer to Albany. VWhen you enter a boat I think 1t iscacgood o
plan only to take and pay for your passage as far as that boat runs.
Some persons will payntheir passage at-N York from that place to Buf-
falo or even to Southport, put L do not cemmend thisg I always like to
see what kind of a conveyance I am going in and how I shall be likely
to be treated before I pay. You will be apt to find several boats at
York going to Albany. You will learn at once the charge, perhaps there
will be opposition and then the fare will be low. Do not have much
English silver money with you, and if you have to procure change do not
take any paper. The boats genmerally start in the morning or evening.
Wihen you arrive at #lbany look out at once for a canal boat (if you

can you had better leave Yew Lork in the evening then you reach Albany
innthe morning and have the day before you) take a passage to Buffalo
and have your wares taken to it at once. Ascertain the time of start-
ing for fear you should stay too long on expense without moving along.

I came up on a Merchant boat, it was rather slow, but I found it uwgite
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pleasant. As I was alone I was glad to take the first likely chance,
not thinking it safe to leave my baggage for any length of time, you
will be better off and will probably be able to look about. I would wish
you here to take a cabin passage, as the hold is only fit for goods .
and is chiefly filled with them. I think you will find it the cheapest
plan to find your own provisions, you can purchase all the way along
the canal. If you come up on a mall and passage boat you would come much
faster than the other boats run but L think the fare will be higher.
Tho! you would save something in provisions

You will popbably find some one at N York or on board the Steam boat
who can give you information on this mattef and you can look about at
Albany. When you reach Buffalo logk about for a boat to take you across
the Lakes to Southport, having found one get all your goods conveyed to
it, and remain on board till you start, you may find one which will
start in a few hours, or possibly you may have to stay a day or two.

At Southport enquire at the. stores or Taverns if any team is out from
English Prairie or Solon. I expect you will meet with some one, if the
roads are in good order, which is sometimes not the ease in the Spring.
If you do not find any one Barzillac can walk out to Peters and pro-
cure a conveyance. But i* he does so let him have the day before him.

I have thus directed you to English Frairie. It will be best for you to
go there and in the mean time Ilwill look about to see if you had best
come out here, but if you come forward it is little out of the way

to get there and by going there we can probably plan a little to save
expence. Should you arrive there you will somn see me or hear from me
if I am alive and well. You might come by way of New Vrieans and up

the Mississippi direct to this place, but I believe there is more dan-
ger in the voyage to New Orleans, and I expect there will not be much
difference in the expence. However if you find atLiverpool that it

would be any advantage to come by New Urleans intead of Yew York do.
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I think I should prefer the New ¥ork way.

As to the time for starting, you must determine for yourselves.
. I think February will be = me&%%%Jtime than later in the Spring, as
there will be less danger from ice in crossing the Atlantic, and boister-
ous weather is mostly after that month. Ifyou come by way of N. ¥ork
and find that thelErie Canal is not open Barzillac had better try to
pfocure employmentﬁn N York for a few weeks I think he would have no
difficulty in doing so, he might thus see and learn something new and
maintain himself anfl family. If he determines to act tell him to call
upon M¥ Robt Simpson 237 seventh street, and introduce himself in my
name, he probably will be ablé to assist him to procure employment. Let
him also call at the Methodist Book Room 2 00 Mulberry Street (that &s
if he wants to procure a situation) & say that he has a brother-in-law
a member of the Rock River Conference to whom he is going they might
be able to recommend him to some one. If you should come by way of New
Urleans, you will be able to proceed at once a considerable distance
up the Mississippi, I expect at least as far as St. Louis fiye hundred
miles from here, if you should be early in the spring and frost should
continue late it is possible that the river might not be open up here,
in that case you might have to remain a week or two at some place,
but I expect Barzillac could find work aimost anywhere, if he wished
to employ himself. Boats most seasons can come up here some time in
March and I expect the Erie Canal will open about the same time as the
river (Mississippi) The time altogether depends upon the season, oOr
rather the kind of weather we may have in the spring. So far 1 have
given you the best advice 1 am able. You had best finé your own prai-
visions for the ﬁhole route. The packets sailing from Liverpool are
required by law to furni#h each passenger with a certain amount of

bread stuffs pr day, but it is mostly of an inferior quality, and of
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d kind that you might not like.. I would say provide everything your-
selves for the voyage across the Atlantic, and make the best bargain
you can for a passage$ of course the ship finds you water. Send me a le
letter from English Prairie as soon as you arrive there. I do not
know what more I ean say. I shall not fail to pray that God may save
and preserve you all. You will have trials, and perhaps of a kind you
do not expect, but you must prepare yourselves to bear them with forti-
tude and resignation. And be sure you never get out of temper. How
foolish it is for people to get cross at little difficulties and dis-
appointments, it is then that kind feeling is most needed, both for com-
fort and safety. Therefore "be kindly affectioned one toward another'.
My lDear Mother. I commenced this letter to you, but I have sometimes
addressedlBarzillac Jane and Ann. Sometimes I have the second person
at others the third. I have written both in the singular and plural
member you must pardon all defects as I have not time to correct. You
are very kind in asking if‘you can send me anything I want. I think at
present I can do without anything except your prayers and these I am
glad to find I have. However there are two or three articles that would
be useful, if they can find room for them if not it is no magter. I have
thought ever since I came to this country that I would have liked a
large Shepherds Plaid, a green color. I cbuld alse.dd with a good waist-
coat, a black satin one, but this I can do without; if Ann could bring
one or two old pieces of satin to make me a stock or two I should be
glad. Could you knit me one or two pairs of woollen drawers? My old
ones are wearing out. You had a small bottle of calomel and one of
Emetic Tartar whiéh were not uwuch wanted, if you have them still will
you send them? Amongst my books is an:old commentary of Job which I would
like to hawe. I am very glad you wrote a few lines to me. Your letters

afford me much pleasure and profit, I love to hear from you all but
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yours are NO I with me. If I should have a letter from home and not a
word from you,.what should I think? That you were sick or had almost
forgotten your son, but this I know you never can do. If I can do amy-
thing towards rendering your declining years comfortable you may rely
upon my faithfulness. How I shall be situated for this world I cannot
tell. It appears the Lord has called me to leave Mother and Brothers
and Sisters and houses and land, and if I do not go I am not worthy to
belong to Christ. I feel no attachment to this world, I long to be
rceady for heaven and go there. Let us therefore journey to the place
the Lord has promised to us for here we have no continuing city. I feel
very much for you that you have to be so far a&pparated‘from your chil-
dren, but I believe it to be the will of providence that I should be
Bere and I hope bhis is the case with regard to those who think of com-
ing. You must therefcre say it is the Lord let him do as seemeth good
to him. We must not expeét rest or happiness in this world, gthey are
oﬁly to be found in heaven. You say I did not mention the gloves you
sent, I received them, and think very highly of them, I am greatly
obliged to you for them, I wear them constantly when I go out. Who worked
my name on the top of each? I judge it was Elizabeth. You must tell
me. I know you knit them. Send me plenty of letters. Give my love to
George lietcalfe and tell him that I shall expect quite a volume from
him. I should be very glad if I could walk up to Marcett sometimes, to
conveese with him. Prcbably our next meetiné will be in heaven the Lord
bring us all there.

This is Wednesday the 10th of Leec. I am now at Platteville for
2 or 3 days attending a meeting. I was at the Creek yesterday. I pro-
cured an address which you will find at the back of this letter. The

young man went to wee his friends in Cornwall this fall and calculates
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~to return in the Spfing, he lives at the Point (Mineral Point) I thought
Edwd might write to him and ascertain if he intends to sail from Liver-
pool and when as if Barzillac could come with him he might be of some
assistance . I saw Matt¥ Willis and his family they are well.

In conclusion be it remembered I do not wish Barzillac to come, tho!

I should be mosthappy to see them in thls countfy, but I wish them to
know that it is possible they may not like in that case they must not
blame me. I findthat few Women like here at first. Let them determine

as they think will be for the best. I think at the same time that Bar-
zillac would get along. I wish to say to him, that if he should come

out to Wisconsin it is very likely that he would not be able to follow
his business for a few months as the fat stock I think would be all
killed off and there will be none ready for killing  till perhaps June.
But I think he might be able to rent some land and get into a,living
ti1l he can look about for himself. I have thought [seri]ously about

Ann coming. She had better not come unless she can attend to what fol-
lows. I [should] not like hef to come with the intention of hiring out
to service. “he would not like it and she would not be'able to stand

the work. If she can remain with Jane till she wisheé to leave this plen
would be well eﬁough, An@if Barzillac j}ives in or near a town she would
probably be able to employ herself with sowing. Ifshe does come I would
wish her to think about turning herself to Dressmaking &c but it igigoss—
ible for me to say how she might be able to get along. As I am now

. situated I fear it will not be in my power to assist her much but while
I have a dollar and any infiuence if she should come I will see that she
take no harm if she should stand in need of assistance from me. Let
Barzillac attend to my instructions all the way, and trust to his own
eyes, and judgment, not to those of others unless he is perfectly sat-
isfied that he can do so with safety. I would wish him especially to

see which mode of conveyance he is going by and only pay from place
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to place that is as far as they conveyance will go. He will have nothing
to pay for luggage acfoss the Atlantic, and nothing or but a trifle

from N. York to Albany. But up the Canal he will have to pay Perhaps

50 cents a hundred weight and across the Lakes he will have to pay a
little.

He might come from Albany to Buffalo by railway he can see which
mode of conveyance will be the best and cheapest. I think he need not
bring many goods for sale a few pairs say 1 dozen of good fustain
trousers of a large size lined through would sell and leave a profit.
The strong stockings sold very well. I sold 3 prs to Peters for 25 cents
a pair the rest I left with M Wasley and I find he sold them for 50
(fifty) cents a pr. I could do with 2 or & silk pocket Hdfs M. Wood may
have an odd one or two he wants to sell cheap, they are high with us,
so are all silks.

“®ring 2 or 3 chamoe skins. If Barzillac has a gun let him bringit.
Matthew Willis wants 2 or & pounds of hay seeds bringg?}rom Carperby
if they can be brought conveniently.

I think I have said all that is necessary at present. 1 often think
of my Grandfathers and Grandmother and wonder if they are still living
in this world. I think also of all my relétives and friends. Give my

love to them all.

Ever affectionately M Dinsdale.

[Address on back]
Mr Philip Allen
(from America)
Wendon Stfeet

Helstone, Cornwall
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My Dear Mother

I have lately received two letters from home one of which
lefft on the 19th Septr the other on the 13th October. After I received
the first I wrote to Hullet Hall and I have sent an answer to the last
to yourself. I hope and expect that they will both reach you in due time.
Since your last letter reached me I have almost felt as if you were all
going to come, I hardly know why I should think and feel so. Before it
came I frequently thought about paying a visit to the Country of my
birth, but it appears to have broken the charm, it appears to have
severed the last thread which bound me, to England, and I have now about
ceased to.think of again crossing the Atlantiec. I think more about our
meeting in Heaven than I do about our meeting again upon Earth. However
I suppose if you continue Where you are, and your life is spared -
which I trust it will - I shall think about and make an attempt to see
you again in this world. While you do live I hope you will frequently
write to me. You cannot think Wwhat pleasure your letters afford me. I
am with regard to them almost an idolaterj they are perused by me over
and over again. I like to hear all particulars, about you and about
all my friends. Since I came to this place i have felt more than I
can express, my heart is often ready.td'burst. I have had to weep and
mourn over the state of the Church, and the condition of sinners. I
have sometimes been ready to abandon the post o duty, but I dare ndt
do it. I have felt as if I should be glad if the Society would turn me
away. 1 beligve it is wrong for me to indulge in these feelings, and
I hope I shall get over them. But you must not suppose that I am without
comfort or friends, I thank the Lord he is with me, and I have been

treated with much kindness since I came here; there are some who do
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pray for me and for ﬁions prosperity. This being my first year in the
Ministry, and being as a preacher aione I suppose I feel more than 1
maydgereafter. I have been thinking that I shall want some clothes
in a few months.-as if 1 continue to preach I am not very well prepared
with suitable clothing. I would therefore like ycu to send me 3{; yds
of good black broad Clothlfor a coat and pair of pantaloons. I do not
need them just yet and can get them made here when I do. English Cloth
is better and some cheaper than it can be procured in this country.
You will probably send to MT Wood for it, tell him it is for me. I would
like to have a very good Cloth as it is the chapest in the end, and I
want it for a best suit. BRgzillac will probably be able to spare the
money to pay for it, and I will repay him when he comes here. You can
also take pay for the other articles I mentiocned.in my last. You must not
think that I have plenty of money. I have not. But I have as much as
will pay for what I have sent Qfr. And 1 would rather pay for them,
and not put you tocanyrinconvenience. And I fear if I do not get the cloth
now that.I shall ndt be able to purchase it when I may need it. Preachers
receive very little money in this country, the people pay their ser-
vants better than they pay their preachers. I have been here about
three months and I have not received a single cent from the Church, and
I do not know when I shall. Coming here has been almost a hundred dol-
lars out of my way already.. But hone of these things move me. I am
willing not only to suffer but to die for the Lord Jesus.

Respecting Barzillac I think I have said all to and about him
that will be found necesaary. I know there are some persons who would
rather be in a poor house in England than live in a state of indepen-
dence in this @éuntry, thus it is impossible to say who will like and
who will not. I know if I were situated as he is I would prefer trying

myself here, to remaining where he is, tho at the same time he may not




make so much money here. I think his best plan will be to follow his
business in some town. I faney Mineral Point is a very likely place.-
When I was there I did enquire, and was told that a steady Butcher who
would pay respect to the Sabboth would be well supported, there being a
great number of religious persons. I expect to be there in February and
will attend to the matter. I thihk I need not ssay to him that he must
make up his mind to be sober he 1s already aware of the necessity of
this. But as one who knows something of this country'and who wishes him
well, I would recommend him to take the temperance pledge, and determine
to abide by it. It will much conduce to his respectability and pvosperity,
and need I add comfort, and safety? Let me entreat him to listen to me
in this matter. I do not fear that he will become a drunkard, but I want
him to be beyond the possibilgy of becoming one. I know my advice is
good and I hope he will attend to it.

I have thought much aboutlmy sister Ann coming. And I hardly know
what conclusion to come to in her case. I am not in:favor of young
women coming here without they have a home to come to. I would not wish
any one to come with the intention of being a servant. Had I remained
atbthe Creek I could have provided for her, and should have wished her
to come over but I fear it would be out of my power to assist her much,
situated as I am at present; and next year I :may be five bundred milé€s
off a Missionary to the Indians or i cannot tell where. If I had been
married and keeping house I should have desired her to come but alas
I have to live in single blessedness a poor batchelor. I can assure
her that at present she will be much more comfortable where she is,
with you. Houses are inconveniéntly smali and rent is very high in
towns, if Barzillac should live in a town he would very soon tire of

paying reht. He would have to build a house. However after weighing
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the matter over if she still desires to leave and if it be the wish of
Barzillac and Jane that she should accompany them, I do not desire to
oprose it. But my impression at present is. that she would be better where
she is. I believe she would be more comfortable. But on the other hand

I am almost inclined to say if she still desires to come let her @o SO.
You must determine amongst yourselves. I have sﬁoken to Barzillae
about coming by way of N. York;_that is because 1 am notuacquainted

with the New Orleans route. I expect the latter is the cheaper way,

and from New Oeleans he would come all the way up the lis$issippi to this
place. I suppose the distance 15 about two thousand miles. I think I
should come by way of N York. Let me wish them always to watch - attend
to themselves constantly - Ifthe come up the Canal they must look out
for bridges or they will get knocked down. And when the stcam boat

calls at any place let them not leave it very far. At one place on Lake
Michigan the Boat left 6 or 8 persons, and if it had waited about two
minutes they would all have been on board. Butthe Captiain said wait for
no created being and off she started, with the uﬁfortunate passengers
looking on; what they would do I know not for they had luggage on board.
Thgkboats stop at different places to take in wood, and then the passen-
gers take a walk into the country, this is well enough if they do not go
too far, and keep away too long. Let them have directions on every
package, 6r at least a name. If they bring any pantaloons or other
articles for sale let them be distributed among their other things

not all together, in one place. I told you in my last that T had been

to Pedlars Creek a day or two before I mailed it. I went over to see

my frimnds and procure BT Philip Allens addfess which I forwarded to you.
For fear my last has not reached you I will give it again (Wendon

Street Helstone Cornwall) let:Edwé Write té@ him if he has not done so.

He is over from this country and expects to return early in the spring,

if he sails from Liverpool Barzillac might come with him. If you have
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not received mynlast letter you must be guided by my former ones. If
Barzillac comes by N: York I have directed him to land at Southport

and aim for MT Sill's, if he comes the other way he will come to Potosi
direct. When L was at' the Creek I called to see George Hewgill, his wife
was on a visit at a Mr Bakers about five hiles distant, they were both
well. Matthew Willis Wés going to write to his friends. Barzillac will
of course bring all his butching inplements with him. I think I said

in ny 1ést if he could conveniently procure a good gun, he had better
bring one, that is, if he can shoot with one. Dubuque, fifteen miles
below this is a thriving plage, I intend to go there soon and shall
enquire if Barzillac would be likely to get along there. A MT Waller
from Swaledale has invited me over. He knew my Granffather Dinsdale
when he lived in England. A Woman resides mnear here who formerly knew
my Uncle Thompson. che comes from Swaledale. Last year at this time

I was on my way west from Peter's. What changes I have seen during its
coursel May I never forget the goodness of God to me. I hope Elizabeth
will tell me all about Christmas and New Years Day Tea *estival. I have
to eat my morsel aloneé. I am glad to find#hat John thinks of writing
mé\; long letter this winter. I do hope to be able to write one to each
of you soon, perhaps after I receive your next, I was going to do so
but your last put me off it for the present. Write to me soon as con-
venient, I purpose by the Lords blessing never to be without a shilling
to pay the postage of your letters. If i.can procure no money as'a
Preacher I can go out to work and earn some. I am ashamed to beg but
not to dig.Perhaps LI give you too melancholy a picture. I was very
sorr& to hear about James Caygill; what a misfortune! I send you a
Western Christian Advocate with this, you will see in it a notice of
the Death of a young Preacher belonging to this Conference. I was in his

company once. The Blue River Miss® adjoins Pedlars “reek. I expect he
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is better off than toiling here. But we must'remain and suffeé Eill God
says it is enough. In view of Eternity I wounld.not exchange my present
situation with the most favored on earth, and be without God.
I stated in my last that Barzillac would not belable to follow his busi-
ness for 2 or 3 months in the spring I find that I was not quite correct
in that statement, it appears that fat cattle may be had, but L expect
(or rather newly settled)

not readily, and no wonder as this is a new country. I find that it will
be best for him to be a chandler as well as butcher, the two should be
connected in this country. He had therefore best take a few lessons in
candle making. Dip candles are retailed for likk'cents a pound and
mould for 15 cents. Wholesale about three cents less; pay in cash.
We hear sad accounts about your part of the world. Are you all going to
be starved to death? Orhave you oat meal and potatoes? In this land
we do pity you, we wanf you to have some of our Indian corn. I suppose
report makes you in a worse condition than you really are. I should like
to know if you have food enough.You will think it is strange that I have
not yet been to see the Mississippi River as L only live about a mile
and a half from it. I should now have no difficulty in getting to if
as(“rant “;ver is frozen obWer. But L have not been able to find time to
pay a visit to this celebrated stream. I do however intend to see it
before L leave this place. It is now covered with ice some say one foot
thick some two feet, it is thick enough to bear horses and waggons
which are daily crossing it. :

I intend to send my brother Edward the Rattle I mentioned in my
last letter. The number of rattlés denote the age of the snake. Thus
the one this was taken off would be eight &ears old when it was killed.
Do.not faii to write to me soon. Tell me how religion prospers at
Askrigg and in the Circﬁit. Are your congregations large? Have you had
a Missionary meeting lately? How does the Sabbdth School prosper? And

above all I would ask if you all seek for and enjoy Gods grace which
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prepares for a better world than this. I think I am hungering and thirst-
ing for righteousness, I want to Ee filled with it. I find I cannot
be content or safe without it. I believe I could leave this world with-
out regret. And I know not but I may soon be called away. I have not
heard from MY Hargrave, nor yet about him. Has.he wrote to anyone in
‘Wensleydale? If so where is he and what is he doing? I am sorry to hear
of MPS J G Woods bereavement, but I haveno doubt but she looks the
right way for comfort and strength. Poor james metcalfe of Woodhall.
he has gone also. Truly %here is but a step bétween us and death and
yet how unconcerned we live. How are the Johnsons of Woodhall? Do any of
them belong to the Methodist Society now? How is N Horner and his family?
Does he sometimes come to see you? I often think of him as my fathers
friend. I sometimes think I mgy again see at Askrigg my grandfathers
and Grandmother and my other relations, he}ly Cloughton, W. Gildart,
F Morton, & MrS lorton, M e Daykin JamesSegar and all the rest. I never
like to mention names as 1 cannot name all I think about and respedt,
and some may think if I do not name them, that they are forgotten by me;
but th?s is not the case. I am sorry to hear of Ann Littles state of
health, but am glad she finds the Lord to be with her. Perhaps before now
she has been called to Abraham's bosom. When 1 talk about having two
Grandfathers and a Grandmother living the people in this country are
somewhat asténished, and say they must be old; then I have to give a
short history of them. Persons in general do not live so 1ong here as
they do with you.'Will you give my love to all my relations and friends
as 1f named and believe me to continue your affectionate son
Matthew Dinsdale.
If Jane can bring her crockery withbher; or as much as she can

conveniently bring I think it would be well as they are dear with us.
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Blates, Dishes, Basons, Cups & Sauéers &c but they must be properly
packed. Det them bring no lumber nothing but what they will want for
use. If Barzillac buys some land to live upon, I intend to try to pur-
chase some also, near him that whatever may come or go I may make my-
self a kind of home. I have as much money as will enter eighty aeres,
if I can only keep it together. But L am not anxiously careful about this
matter, I leave it to providence.

If you are doing well and are comfortable, where you are I expect
you cannot do better than remain, for what more can you expect in this
world. I think it is better for some to emigrate, and it is better for
others to remain, let people judge for themselves. For a person situated
as Peter 5111 was, it is well there is such a country as this, as he is
far better off than he could have been in Fngland.

Please remember me to ML Wood of Richmond, I 'intend sometime to
send him a letter. In my last I told you to say to George wetcalfe that
I am looking for a whole volume from him. He must try to satisfy mm
appetite for news and information, of the kind he knows about. Tell him
he has kept me fasting a long time and i have now bécome very hungry.

& must again conclude. I think I have nothing more of importance
to say. Do not forget me in your prayers. I expect you do not. The Lord
be with you. Farewell.

Will you givg my love to the Preachers. Is M Fowler still at

Middleham? Does Bro' Calvert still visit you?

Tell Margaret Thompson I am glad she continues at the post of
duty. If I think something about turning traitor, myself I like to see
others faithful. I hope the class prospers and that the members gfow in

grace. O how 1 would like to see them all once again. I pray that they

~




may be faithful even unto death. I give over writing and then begin
again, while I have a corner unfilled, I want still to talk with you.
But I must give over. This is a strange letter but 1 have almost given
you my heart in it. What do you think about my preaching can you en-
courage me to try to go on? Duty I expect is the safest road. I am very
glad you have enjoyed good health during the last summer, you do well
to rest yourself when you feel tired. Be as careful as you can of your-

self and keep from taking cold if possible.
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wy Rear Mother & Brothers & Sisters

I expect a few lines from me will at
all times be acceptable and welcome; indeed if you feel as I do with
reference to letters you would be glad to have one every week, but that
cannot be, we musttherefore be content to hear from each other as cir-

cumstances seem to determine. Your last letters dated the lSth of Janu-

ary reached here on the 10.th of March a "Watchman! came at the same time.

Since then I have received a "Wensleydale Advertiser" and a paper from
Liverpool. I have been expecting a letter to let me know when Barzillac
& fhe rest would start; but the Liverpool paper satisfied me on that
subject. I find they would leave there on the 21°° of FebY, I hope

by this time they are in the United States, and I begin to look for a
letter from them. I judge from the fact that they would leave Askrigg
before my last letter reached you, that Ann started to come, if so I
trust it is for the best. After we have done our best we must ‘still
leave all to God who is ‘able to guide and protect us. If she should
come here I will take all the care of her I am able, so that you may
make yourselves easy on her account. I would not wish any young woman
to come out here in search of a fortune; there are in almost all parts
of this countré, even in the newly settled West, a great number of fe-
spectable young females who have little or nothing to do except attend
to family affairs. It is true if any will go out to “stitch" as the
call may come they probably would be able to live, or if they will take
in washing they might have enough of hard work or if they will hire out
as Servants, they may get along in a way, but if they have to do these
things my opinion is that they had best stay at home. Here it is con-

sidered that want drives people to such pursuits. I confess ‘I would
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not like to see Ann obligea to work for aFiving, neither will I , while
I caﬁ assist her, I have no doubt but if we were on a farm we could do
very well. For my part I hate to be obligated'to anyone for a living,
I would rather live on corn bread and drink water, and earn that than

one
stoop to anypfor Gods bountiful gifts. America is a good place for

families and single men.The last thought that eccurs to me is being
thing

brought to want. There is no suchA?s starving for here is enough and

to spare.

I will not say anything to you about coming to this country, it is
a matter that belongs to yourselves and you must individually qettleAit.
If you stay I hope I may be able to say "iﬁ is well" and if you come I
trust I may still utter the same language. Iq&ou are getting a comfort-
able living, and serﬁing andpoving God what can you need or desire
more except heaven. The toild of this life will very soon be over, and
its pieasures are as fleeting as the petriod of the rose's bloom. Our
great concern, if we would be happy, must be about Eternityl Everything
but religion is as wormwood and gall, nothing else can satisfy, buﬂif
we have this we have a portion that is infinitely better than the dower
of a princess. Therefore with all thy getting, get wisdom which is the
principal %hing.

I have sometimes thought if we could be all together upon a tract
of land, we might be very comfortable whilé the Lord should pleasé
to spare us in this world, say if we had from one to two hundred acres
a piece, but this I leave to the wise disposer of all events. I have
some idea of farming for a year or so, as I think the state of my health
will require it, I am too closely confined at present and my nervous
system is somewhat shattered. But what I shall do I cannot tell. I think

if I was torecr[ulitalittle my usefulness would be increased. I find

that the little experience I have had in farmiﬂg, teaches me that that
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is the bést occupation_for me, both for body and mind. But what can

one do aloné. However I do not want to determine what I shall do or what
I shall not do, I try to leave all to God, and say "thy will be done',

I feel more and more my own nothingness, my utter worthlessness, I find
that without God I am nothing but sin, and can do ndthing but sin. I

am truly the chief of sinners and the least of all saints. I try to
preach Christ, but I only findrhat 1 know not how to preach him. I
strive to be a christian but alas I only become convinced how far I fall
short of being one. I have need every moment to say "help me to watch
and pray and on thyself rely". I shall have to struggle and fight till
finally thro! Christ I conquer in death, if I reach heaven. I am filled
with reproaches against myself, ahd_ﬁith gratitude to God that he still
100k§ upon and helps me so unworthy. I must not be so ungrateful as
neglect to tell you that the Lord has awakened and saved a few sinners
hefe, about fifteen have lately Jjoined the churéh, some of which are
truly happy. I feel thankful that all my lettershave hitherto been re-
celved. 1 hope Edw® would findthe rattle in the last; as the letter
reached you I have little doubt but he has. I am very wishful to have
several long letters from you, a packet ev}y ménth at least would be
very acgeptable.

The wensleydage paper was Very acceptable, on account of the
local news it contains. I find my Uncle Matthew is dead, I hope he was
prepared for the change; how important that we should be always ready;
will you remember me kindly to the family, and say that I truly sym-
pathize with them. Robt Cloughton has gone too. MY Digby I find is dead
also. Do the living evidence that they know they shall die? Alas for
the world what will become of it? I frequently long to be far from a

2 my Friend
wordd of grief and sin. I am astonished at some statements4Matthew

Willis has made; he has been too hasty in giiing information on some
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subjeéts. I am-satisfied he is sincere, and believed what he has

written is the truth. But if he had had more information he would not
have given some facts he has. Upon the whole his letter is correct, but

I think he is in error in two particulars. When he says the Americans

( and he evidently speaks of the Americans generally) and those born

in the country) "live on [an ex]treme poor diet", and are in the "regular
habit of drinking spiritsf), that COffeei._'“‘"'era tchedly bad" &c &c.

I must dissent from him; I have been much mére among the Americans,

and lived more among them than he has and I have come to an opposite
conclusion. But how he cculd pronounce so confidently upon the whole

of America when he had only been a few weeks @n one éorner of one
Territory out of about thirty States and Territories 1 am unable to
divine. Some people appear to forget that only a very few:syears ago

this part was a wild waste, and that many of the necessaries of Rife

have still to come from a distance. My opinion is that the peopie even
here - in Wisconsin - when: they $hey [sic] eat have more of the extras
on their table than the same class in England. 1tﬁs.true you do not
generally find joints of meat cooked at. once, but iqthe meat is there

in suf{}cient quantity it does notimatter whether it is in one large
piece or several small pieces. I am no epicure but I decidedly go in for
the American mode of living. E also thi his statement that he could
clear 500£.a year on his farm is calcgiZied to mislead; in order to
cultivate his land he would have thﬁﬁre help and I believe he would

find his profits would not be so large as he anticipates. I expect to see
Matthew soon and shall tell him of his mistakes. I take more notice

of his remarks because he animadverts on what he calls the mistakes

- of others, not dreaming I suppose that he could make a mistake. And

when he says "most of the abowe :naméd cd things have been shamefully

misrepresentedﬂy the remark so far as my experience informs me may
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with justice be turned against himself. He says there is perhaps not
one house in all Wisconsin equal to his brothef Thomas'!s or Richard's,
how he could make the mistake I cannot tell, for I take his words in
their literal meaning, and not as signifying thatbthere is not a house
because it does not
in this Territory equal whiehk contain a brother of his. As to scien-
tific building and elegance of appearance in the towns, Wisconsin is far
ahead of Wensleydale. I have never yet found the inconvenience he speaks
of from bugs and ants; and in all my wanderings I have seen but two
small serpents, which were in a great hurry to get out of my sight.
My friend Métthew calls himself a correcter of errofs, and I suppose 1
am tfying to be one also.
This is Wednesday the 15th April. Yesterday I had a letter from my
friends at English frairie. They are all well and will be looking out
for the new comers. The Lord bringlthem in safety to thisdgistant west.
I shall be very glad to have them in this country where I may sometimes
Zeel that I have relations by beholding them.
1 have been across the Mississippi once, I weat over inuna Buggy on the
ice during the winter. It is here almost two thousand miles from its
modgé and three quarters of a mile wide; even when frozen over to be in
tﬁe centre of it and look up and down it is a noble sight. You have to
take look after look before you cen comprehend the magnificént object.
On each side are high, bbld, indented bluffs, covered with grass, and
frequently with antient and young trees, that may sometimes be seen
carefully to dip their feet into the stream, or gracefully salute the
"father of waters" with their bowing heads and extended arms, as he
cautiously moves his biulky body along. It is remarkable that these

bluffs, so far as I can learn, extend all the way of the Rivers course

on each side. They are of a uniform height and appearance sometimes close
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to the water, binding it down to peace and good behavior, then again
they bound off to a distance of one five or ten miles, leaving the River
to " do asit likes!; and at certain seasons "like" a drunken man, it
does all kinds of mischief, taking away at once both its neighbors
property and good name. Thus at times that which is good and ought to

be good‘ (but for sin) becomes a pestilence,[més..illegible] Upon
the whole we have had a very open winter, éome very cold weather and but

we have had
little snow and little rain. The heaviest fall of snowdwas about a week
ago, to the depth of six or seven ineches, it is fast disappearing, and

the green grass is beginning to show itself, in places.

onday 4th May 1846

Since I wrote the above, I learned from the public prints that the
Ship "Henry Clay" was wrecked on Squam Beach. From the first account

1 thought all on board had perished, and I mourned for my relationms,
who I had reason to believe Were-on board, as we usually sorrow for our
friends who die such a death. Subsequent statements in the papers satis-
fieqeye that I might indulge a hope that they were all safe. Before
mailing this letter I wished to hear from them, that I might be able to
assure you of their safe arrival. They started a letter for me at New
York, but I did not receive it, and I wondered very much why itiwas

I heard nothing from them. I consoled myself as best I could. My inten-
tion has been so soon as a letter came from them to go down to Lngliéh
Prairie. What do you think? On Saturday evening a knock was heard (1
heard it) at the ddor of the house where I $tay. The door was opened,
and a familiar voice enquired for me. It was Barzillac. Two weeks ago
they feached Peter Sill's, alive and well. B waited over a week, think-

ing that I should greet them, and then he started in pursuit, after
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Wélking 150 miles por :c.he found me, saw me, and heard me. How little
we know when we part with friends where we shall next meet them. He 1is
now with me, we are going to start as soon as possible - perhaps today-
to search for a place to settle upon, I talk:as tho I was going to be-
come a fixture. I mean a place for them to locate. B thinksof purchasing
some land as ‘soon as he finds a suitable piece. I much commend his
plan. 1 éhall go with to search. The Lord be our guide. Ann, Jane and
the children are at Peter's, they were all well when B left aﬁd were
very well satisfied that they Ead come. Let us thank God and take
courage. I suppose some of the faint hearted about Askrigg will think :
a dreadful thing has happened to them as the ship was wrecked. A ship;
wreck by.land animals is thought to be a fearful event. They ought to
have two or three sea voyages to cure them. I will now conclude. The
Lord be with you all.

My love to every body. I enguire after all of you, and all
my relations.

Ever affectionately your Son and Brother

— M. Dinsdale.
My love to Grandfathers Grandmother &c &c as tho'! named.
You will probably hear from the rest soon. It is now about 6 oClock A.M.

B- is writing to English Prairie.




[ Diagram of farm ] Potosi Wis Ter Tuesday 19th May 1846

My LYear Mother

I mailed a letter for you on the 4th of this month; at that time
Barzillac was with me he reached this place the Saturday evening be-
fore. Ann wrote to me from New York to inform me that she and the rest
had safely reached that city, but I did not receive her letter till
about a week ago. It'appears they all left New York early in April and
in due time arrived at English Prai:ie. My intention has all along
been to meet them there, but as I received no information of any kind
about their arrival or even progress towards Illinois, I did not think
to go down while I was in the dark as to their wherabouts. So I re-
mained here but was very uneasy, as I had reason to believe they were
on board the "Henry Clayﬁg and I had learned she had been blown on
shore in a storm. I was frequently in the mind to start off in search
of them and nothing prevented me but the expectaticn of receiving a
letter by every mail. Barzillac remained a week at Mr Sill's and as I
was not there at the time they expected me, he left there to come to
me. He left on Monday the 27th of April and after walking about 150
miles he gof here Saturday night the 2nd of May. I need not tell you
(for L cannot) how glad I was to see him, and hear that he had left
my Sisters and the children safe and content. From one account I
of the shipwreck
had,, I never expected to see any of them in this world. I thought:
"0 if they only come out here alive no maéter if all their property be
lost I shall be thankful to God," but they have not only been saved but

of us
nearly all they had. Have we then not all,special cause for grati-

A
tude to the Father of mercies. It appears the affair was not of so
sad a nature as the reports to the public prints made it.
B's object in coming out was to see me; see the country; and

try to meet with a place where he could make something like a home.
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As L think he is in a fair way for being comfortably settled I
thought I would tell you what we have done; and you will then be at
ease about their state and prospects. I expect as soon as he can
find time (but I really do not know when that will be) he will send
a letter to his friends, and give a full and particular account of
his trials,doings, likings dislikings &c. You must therefore try

to be content with my feeble plain and short account for the present,

On Tuesday the Sth

of May we procured a Horse and Buggy, and
started, as some would say, on our wild goose chase, or foold errand.
I know of no work so difficult as searching for land in this country,
for tho'! there is plenty of it and of first rate quality for sale,

it is hard to learn which it is and who owns it or where they are to
found. There is some Governmenf land at liberty, and if a person wants
to purchase it he has to enquire of the settlers who are nearest to
him. Perhaps they want it themselves or for some of their friends

and witl not tell him. If he goes to the land office he can learn
which is at liberty in any given township, then he has perhaps to
travg}gEO,BO, or 50 miles in order to see it; and when he has reached
the neighborhood he will have great difficulty to find the various
sections and parts of sections except some settler wili go with him
and this is not always the case, and if he should at last find the
land that is at liberty, he may not like it. And this process may

be repeated till a man has spent both his patience and his money.

If he wants to buy at second hand, nobody can tell him much
about it, or if he learns the owner of tﬁe land, he finds he resides
in New York or somewhere else a thousand miles off.

U1 saw some land Wwhen we were out and was told of a certain
Gent™ who would sell it, when I went to him he knew nothing about

it, nor about any other in that part. But I shall tire you as B




an&’ﬁyself were tired. On the day I have named we left this
place to go about thirty miles north where we understood we might
meet with a good location. We were referred from one person to an-
other and at the end of the day we had learned that theré was prairie
land to be had and timber at a distance of six miles, this sepparation
of two good things did not satisfy us and we determined to proeeed

" further. On Wednesday ﬁe got lost in the timber, and yet not much
lost as we were aware where we were, but could not get to the place
we wanted to be at. After six or seven hours had passed away we

found ourselves about as many miles from the house we left in the
morning. We wanted to see a place we learned a man wanted to sell

it is situated in a deep hollow almost like some parts of Bishop-
dalei*aciot quite so wide nor are the hills so high. We did not much
iike the place on several accounts so next morning we took our de-
parture. If he could not have met with a better place I thought 1%t
might have answered for a short time, but I am glad he did not settle
there. However .1 need not give you a diary ofour daily toil ahd
daily pleéSure. I will come to the end bf the chapter as one day was
much like another. You will remember in the first letter I sent
wou from this place I told you a little about the country I passed
thro the first time I came out from Pedlars Creek. I brought B to

see it and thought he perhaps might find some land that could be
bought. On thursday might we staid at the house of a friend, and
found that a Gentleman I am well acquainted with who is the owner of
considerable property in that part wanted to sell some to make the

" other property more valuable. He lives #%the Creek,nand on Friday we
went to see him to ascertain which he would dispose of and the

price. He told us and as + had to return here on Saturday, I left
Barzillac at the Creek and fixed to meet him during the follow@ng

week to look over the land. On Wednesday of last week I went out again,
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we examined the place a little and were quite satisfied withiit.

On Thursday we again went to the Creek, but couid not agree about

the price. On Friday we went to look at a piece another man wanted
~to sell, but we did not like it. By this time we were both heartily
tired. I could not very conveniently be awéy from here another week,
and B was almost fast. Vie agreed to go and see once more the owner

of the land we first examined, as we liked it the best of any.we

had seen. Barzillac made him an offer and after considering some time
and talking the matter over he finally determined to close with the
proposal. Barzillac has bought about 140 acres, there is no improve-
ment whatever‘upon it, 120 acres he has to pay about lq/ an acre

for and 20 or 25 acres lQ/'for, the corner of 20 or 25 acres 1is a:
corner which takes in a good spring of water, and he has it and pays
an ektra price for it en act of the water. It is considered a high
ptice for land in this country, tho' at the same time this is cheap,
and I think the owner of it would hardly have taken the same price of
another person. I think B has been very fortunate to meet with so
good a place. He will I believe have about 40 acreé of timber and 100
of prairie, when improved it certainly will be a delightful place

to live at; it s a very healthy region, with a fine prospect of

the surrounding country. I remember admiring the very place the first
time I saw it. Thereiggout eight families near, and the members of
the families are chiefly religious. They will have preaching at pre-
sent once in .two weeks on the Sabbagh. One house where there are two
families I am well acquainted with; is pnly about a quarter of a

mile from where they will place their house. The land is in the form
of the letter L. Look at the head of the first page for its form and
situation.

I left Barzillac at the Cfeek last Saturday. He would remain
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till Monday morning and then go to his place. He can have a few

acres of land of a neighbor to put a little seed in and as it is not
yet too late for some things, I wished him to attend to that matter
the first thing he does, as if he has Garden stuff potatoes corn &c
he will find them of great use. It is too late in the spring to
break up aﬁy‘of his own land, to raise a crop this summer. After he
has got his seed in the ground he willrhave to try to raise a house,
as there is not one of any kind near to put the family into. The -
other settlers L expect will assist him in this work all they can.

I agzggfry I cannot be with him, as I fancy I could help him not a
little. I sent a letter last Monday for Jane and the rest to come

out to B as he wished to have them along as soon as possible. I sup-
pose it will be near three weeks before they can be with him, and by
that time’he calculates to have his house so that it can be occupied.
He will have about ten acres broken up this summer for fall wheat

and for seed next spring, as the summer season is the best for break-
ing new land. As he is alone, and having a place to make he will be
kept throng enough for a long time. All the necessary builﬁings are
to be erected,fence fo ?ut up and a great variety of matters to attend
to. But the fact that he is working for himself and family will
sweeten all his toil. May God be with and bless them. i believe the
hand of providence was with us in our rambles and search; indeed 1
am satisfied of it. I think they will all be quite satisfied with

the place. It is not always that everything a person wants connected
with a farm in this country is found to meet together. It is desirable
to be in a healthy place first of all, then good water good land,
enough of timber,near and good neighbors and markets are desirable
and I think they have all these. With the divine blessing they will
get along. Matthew Willis has a good farm and all he lacks is timber,

but this in my opinion is a great lack. B's place is 15 miles west
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of Pedlars Creek 21 west of Mineral Point, about 12 71 -~ north of
Platteville, about 12 south of a new and thriving place called Fraklin,
which are all good markets. I have noé doubt myself but it is for the
best he has come to this country, tho! at first he will have to move
with care. He wants me to go and live with or near theﬁglbut I am not
yet satisfied it is my duty to do so. At preéent I do not fe?ﬂ very like
doing so. So far as I.am personally concerned I would like 1t and we
could be of great service to each other, but my care must be to at

1eaét to try to keep in the path of duty. When Jane and Ann come out I
intend to go to see them.

We were at M Willis's twice while we were out, and found both him-
self and family quite well. He was very throng with his spring seed,
and making a fence. I suppose his friends will hear from him. We have
had-a great deal of rain this spring, but upon the whole pleasant weather,
and are likely to have a very fruitful season; vegetation is very
luxurient - "every prospect pleases" and I may add the rest - "and
ohly man is vileFLBThe wild fruit trees were covered with beamtiful
blossoms, and appea;éd in delightful contrast with the rich and varied
green of shrulbsand trees of various kinds.

I have only received two letters yet by B - one from Edw and one
from John; the rest are with Ann at the Prairie, so that I cannot at
this time say much in answer.

I have sometimes thought if you were going to come out to this
countrf I would like to go for you. Buthhis matter must be left to the
divine disposal. It is not well to be anxious about anything belong-
ing to this world. Andif I should never again be privileged to see
you on earth I trust we shall apply for grace to‘make us meet for
Jo.ning the redeemed in heaven. My great aim is still to serve -my God

on earth and find my way to heaven. Ve are now in truth a divided
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family, not however I trust in affection; three in America and four
in Furope; one parent above and one on the earth, who would have thought
that two or three short years would have made such a difference.
You must myndear mother commit yourself to God, and seek for strength
and comfort from him, and I hope so far as we who are in this country
are concerned, you may feel quite at ease. Ve @fve not yet taken any
harm, and I hope have reason to bless God that we came out.

To Edw. John Dorothy & E1iztR I desire my love and trust they
will assist each other all they can, and unite to assist you. My love
to Grandfathers ,Grandmother and all the rest. You may be sure that I
have kept Barzillac's tongue going in answering my many questions. 1
have encuired about all my friends, and am glad that most of them are
alive and well. All my letters have been intended only for the family;
I have said many [things]_that should not be made public, but if any of
my friends wish to read them they are quite [at] liberty to do so, only
let them remember that what I say is intended for pfivate not public

hﬁi&*yﬁ Vith love to all your affectionate son M..Dinsdale

(




Winnebago Lake Wednesday 17 March 1847

My Dear Mother

I feel great pleasure in again attempting to write to
you. I received your last letter dated the 20th January along with
those from my brothers and sisters, the day before yesterday. You will
thefefore see that I do not lose much time in framing a reply. I
find it the best to answer your letters at once; for till I do so I
am always writing in my mind. 4+ wrote to John and bgward yesterday,
and you will no doubt be expecting a letter from me yourself; however
I am going to let you have one and shail send them all together next
Tuesday as that is as early as they can leave here. 1 received the
letter you sent by Ann, she sent it thro the Post Office, and I expect
I got all the articles you sent me. They were brought out by Jane.
There was 2 prs Yrawers 2 prs Cotton Sox, 4 Silk Hdkfs 1 stock and a
vest, & B flannel(wasteoates. I do not remember that there was anything
besides. For all these things I am truly grateful to you, they have
~all been very useful. I shall soon begin to think about receiving my
parcel by Mr Waller. You must not hurt yourselves in any way by think-
ing about me, as while I havéhealth I have no fear but I shall get
along in one way or another. I am never oppressed by thinking that I
shall come to want, but I am always glad to receivwe your ﬁresents
when I think they do not cost you much. I had a letter about two
weeks ago from Barz, but it waé written in November. I Judge it had
been in the state of New York as the address was not very plain. How
particular people ought to be in directing a letter; what trouble
and pain it may save. I thought very hard of him, because I concluded
he had not wrote to me, and he probably thought the same of me. I have

not heard from Ann very lately, I have been expecting a letter for
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some weeks I shall probably write to her this week. I do not know

that I shall be able to go and see her till I go to Conference as I
shall have to go that way. I intended to go this spring but now think
I shall not be able. I purpose going to Jane's sometime in June. When
I received their letter I-intended [sic] I thought I would go at

once, but on second thought considered it would hardly be prudent to
take such a journey at this season. It is not much short of four hun-
dred miles there and back, and much of the wayI:cross cold and bleak
prairies, with little or no track the snow drifting very much on them.
ln winter an English moor gives you a very good idea of these extensive
tracts of land; but in summer they are bright and beautiful as per-
petual spring. I want to see both Jane and Ann, and as I go thro!
Geneva to Chicago where Conference sits, it will be best for me to go
into Grgt [sic] county first. Three or four months soon pass away, it
appears to melthat(time never flew more rapidly, than it has for the
last two years. We shall soon be to judg.ment brought by it. 0 our God
help us to live for that important dayllYou say you hope Jane and B
attend some place of worship. They did when I left and I expect do
yet. There is preaching every other Sabbath about half a mile from
their house, or it may be a2 mile, it is the nearest house to theirs.
If 1 had not come out here I believe I should have been on that cir-
cuit, but I trust I am in my proper place. I should rather have been
nearer to them for this year at least, but I do not repine. I have
been very comfortable here so far. I was some astonished when I heard
offhe kind of will both my Grandfather and Uncle made. I am inclined
to think they have both been iéiuenced to act so unjustly. For unjust
the conduct does appear to me to be. It may be said that a man has a

right to do as he will with his own. Allowing this to be true, we

will ask if his relatives have not the first claim to his property,




this must be granted. And those who stand in the same relation have

an equal claim and an eqgual right. Your children stand in the same
relation to both that my Uncle Eranks' do, and are equally entitled

to notice. If I should claim, or desire, or receive more of your
property than each of my Sisters, I should be so far unjust. Perhaps
because my name is Dinsdale I am not entitled to anything, be it S0,

I shall not be sorry to think that those who have received are more
wokthy of it than I am. But I am willing for my fathers sake to retain
the name and be as I am. I desire it may be a talent in the hands of
those who have been favord that shall be rewarded at the Lords coming.
I shall have one less to answer for and so. will you. We will however
let their ashes rest in peace and continue to put our trust in God

who is after all our best friend. Is it possible that my coming to
America could cane my uncle to forget you, if so he wanted an excuse
and would be glad of it. But why should this prevent him lemving you
sométhing to be received annually during your life and then to revert
to his heirs. And why should it cause him to neglect my Aunt Barritt.
And did he not know that most of my cousins talked about and wished

to come here? Would it have been right for me to have remained at
Askrigg for fear of giving offence? No man will find me crouching

to him for anything he has, however much ke I may need it. I am
willing to abase myself before God but not before any man. I am thank-
ful to feel that I do not covet one atom of the property that has been
left. Tho I must say I should have been better satisfied if your
claims and those of my Aunt had been respected. I should have liked you
to have reéeived what you are entitled to as relations but no more.

When the wills were made was there no one to suggest the injustice of

the course? My Grandfathers has been greatly altered since x deft. Iy

there is blame I should not attach it to the dead but the living; and
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if so hope they will repent and obtain mercy. I think if there had
only been twenty shillings left there ought to have been a just and
~equal distribution. Itis not the sum but the principle I find fault
with. I think howeﬁer you will enjoy your minds-as well as the rest.
Let me desire you and my brothers and sisters not to quarrel with or
think hard §f any one. Be determined not to allow your tempers to be
unruffled; or even say a word to or about any one that would pain

you on reflection. Do not let us act wrong because others have. I
should be exceedingly pained to learn that there is war in the family
and that you have in any way caused it. But I am pleased to learn
that you avoid contention. Contihue to do so. Pray mucﬁ and watch there-
unto. When you wanqhelp or consolationand peace of mind go to God

who will bless you abundantly; and his blessing is worth &en thousand
worlds. 7

You enguire about %r Robinsons son. I do not know that I hgve EVEr seen
him, and since I mentuoned him before I have not heard of him. I was
told he was residing near Galena, I asked different persons who live
there and in the neighbourhood but could not learn anything about him,
I have never resided very near to that place and have not had a very
good opportunity to make him out. Did he not send his address when he
wrote? I may at Conference have an opportunity to learn sonething
about him. I will try to bear him in mind. Edwd tells me you are
knitting for me. When shall I repay you? The Lord help me to be thank-
ful. It strikes me if you have time you might knit me 2 or 3 shirts

of fine wool with long sleeves, and a little longer than the flannel
ones I wear. In winter I need warm ciothing as you know. And if you
had them ready you might have a chance in a year ot two to send them.
But do not send them by any one. Know who the person is and what part

of America he is coming to. But I only make this request in case you
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can readily procure the Lbs wool and have time.

This is a beautiful day.

I have not gimen up the hope of seeing you once more on earth. In a
year or two I may pay you a visit. I am so used to travel that journey-
ing about is no trouble‘to me. You will not fail to write to me when-
ever you have opportunity. Give my love to Uncle and Aunt Barritt.

I am looking for a letter from them.

My love to all. Affy yours ever M.D.

I sometimes think my health will be apt to give way, at times I feel

my chest to be sore; if I take cold I have a cough in a'morning; and at &
times after the labors of the Sabbath I am unable to sleep except a
little during the night. But my health is and has been very good, I am

I think about as well as ever I have been, my appetite is very good.
Tho!' there has been very much sickness all thro' the country I have

been well. I fancy&l have been specially favored in this respect, for I
appear to suffer less than other people.

Dorothy thinks I enjoy my self amongst the wild Indians, I am never with
them except when I choose to go. But I am very glad I‘have had the
opportunity of seein%them both in their wild and civilized state. I
trust it has been of benefit to me in different respects. They are now
making sugar in this neighbourhood from the Maple tree. I shall

probably go and see them in their sweet employment. The sugar they

make very much resembles the darkest colord East India. Molasses made
from the maple tree is the best I have ever tasted.

I sometimes think my letters will tire you all oﬁt. But when I begin to
write there appears to be no limit except the bounds of my paper. For my
part I should not care if your letters took me a month to read, the

longer they are the better I like them. My thoughts are often at
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Askrigg I should much like to see it once again, it will ever be dear
to me, more so than any other place on the earth. I should like you
to write to me at least once a month, or as often as convenient. Tell

me about the meetings and preachers.

Henry Waistell_l should think has now paid you for the goods he hgd in
his time of need. I cannot but think the Lord has especially blessed &
supported us as a family or we must have been crushed by the treatment
we have at different times met with, from different persons. I cannot
but adore him for his kindness in this respect. H%has given us to

see that we have him to depend upon and him only.:I am satisfied that
dishonesty of every kind is one of the basest of crimes. God detests
it and will reward it.

Monday 2229 March 1847

I am now going to mail this letter. Yesterday I preached three times, °

with comfort to myéelf and I trust profit to the people.

For three days the snow has been going pleasantly and gently; in several

places the ground is bare. The nights are frosty.

Last friday night we had slight rain.
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Winnebago Lake Mission

Tuesday llth

lday 1847
My Dear Mother

Yesterday afternoon I received your letters (one from you
and one from Edward) dated on the £26th of larch. I need not inform
you that your letters are always more than welcome. And I think if you k
knew how hew [sic] wishful I am always to hear from you, I should re-
ceive letters oftener and sommPfthem would be much longer, than they
are: I ammhowever very glad to obtain those that do come and thank you
for them. Your own letters afford me special pleasure and I hope you
will never fail to write to wme and tell me all your heart. I feel
glad you have told me some things that came in your last. You will
know what I mean, and on that subject I trust you will not forget me;
especially in your prayers. I cannot more particulary refer to the sub-
Ject st this time, as I suppose you cannot keep my letters as private
as I keep yours. I think sometimes I shall act upon the advise you
give. Indeed I have been purposing to do so, only I was desirous to
ascertain the prudence of so doing. I shall still proceed according
to my old and well tried principle contained in these words: " I would
seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause". I have indeed
alpeady done so and am looking to him. Let the Lord do as seemeth him
.good. I am fully resigneﬂfo his will, not knowing myself what is best.
If anything encouraging should take place I shall be glad to know it.
And on the other hand I should like to know anything that may be cal-
culated to dqiroy hopes. You will not fail to tell me all.
My Brother Edward has sent me this time mather a meagre letter. He
thinks himself it is father deficient and apologizes at the close of
it. He might have put three times as much iﬁ it as it contains and
even then he would not have repaid me for some of mine. From the receipt

of my letter on the 17th of February till the period yours left full
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thirty five days elapsed, and yet I am to be satisfied with what costs

about one hour to write. How is this? I almost feel as tho! I could
scold. I am satisfied if thought was bestowed. I could have interesting
and crowded letters every month even some of my own letters would
suggest matter for page after page. My very questions are often un-
answered. However I will not be hard upon him, the spring is a throng
time with you, and I know he must have had enough to do. You must all
be so kind as bear with me for menticning the subject. I am a great
distance from you, and have seen neither relative nor acquaintance
since I left Jane's last August. It is therefore no wonder I desireto
be favored with full and well written letters. And as a Missionary 1
have trials that others can know nothing about. At times I also need
encouragement and comfort; you attend to these thipgs and I thank you.
At the same time I received your letter I got one from Barzillae's
dated the 15th of April. He givés a very gratifying account of his
doings and prospects, and they were all enjoying good health. From his
1etter I think he is quite beforehand with his work. He had fenced a
field of ten or twelve acres, sown three with spring wheat, and-%{‘with
oats the rest he was going to plant with corn. One of his cows brought
a calf 6n new years day another in march and tke third he said appeared
as tho' should calve in a few days. He tells methe winter was a very
severe one for stock but fortunately he had enough of hay even some for
sale. One of his neighbors lost ten head of cattle for want of feed.
When I went to see him in the summer I found him disposed to cut grass
for hay and 1 encouraged'him to cut away. He says he would like me to
go and see them at the time corn is planted and help him as it would

be »emyg good for my health. I should very much like to go but ¥ cannot
do so. It is true 1 could go as I have a horse and no one to interfere

with my arrangements or find any fault. But a desire to discharge my
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duties keeps me here. I should not like to be gone even one Sabbath.

Our meetings are becoming more interesting, and 1 find that all the care
and attention I can bestow are necessary. I cannot tell now whether

I shall be able to go before or after Conference and it may happen not
even then. As 1 trust I shall ever be found more attentive to the
Redeemers work than my own. Bar says they have not [got?] everything
that is considered necessary in housekeeping, but [he] appears to be
satisfied and he says upon the whole they have got along very well.

I presume they have had plenty of Indian corn and milk, and have not run
into debt, so I think for the first year they have been well off. He
tells me he has not had a letter from £ngland for some time.

I have not heard from Anne lately, I wrote a letter for her last week
but have not mailed it yet, as I wanted to tell her I had heard from
you. I think I did not tell you she took the bed and bedding I brought
out. I had left them at English Prairie so that they were convenient

for her. You tell me of the dead and of the dying; truly everything
here is passing away. Who can build with safet¥ upon an earthly founda-
tion? How desolate amd miserabléwhen death comes must those be who have
looked no farther than this world. I would not exchange my hope. of
heaven which I have through Christ for the brightest earthly crown and
the fairest earthly prospects. The living - do the living know that

they have to dde? Why dghﬁgt live as tho! they had?

We have had a very long and cold winter, and spring has hardly com-
menced yet. There is but little grass, yet just enough to make the ground
look green, the trees are just beginning to unfold their buds, but
vegetation is kept back for want of rain and warm weather. Farmers

have been favored for plowing. And those who have had to travel have
had good hard roads, which they do not enjoy in a rainy season.

Edward talks as tho! you all might come to the United States at some
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time and wished to have my views on the propriety of the step. It is
utterly impossible for me to say what ought to be done or what will

be for the best. You know I am not disposed to hurry énypne from home
and country;rot to wish any one to come here. You will have to look to
God for guidance. I do not however look upon the subject in so serious

a light as Edwd seems disposed to do. When you come here you come to
where God is, and to where his blessing is poured out, and to where
Christians are, and where Christian privileges are enjoyed. You come

to where there is in general peace and plenty. I am not one of those
that would live uncomfortable in one place merely from the dread of
leaving it. Tho! I do not approve of being either hasty or careless.

I think myself if you were all here and settled near together, we should
all be much more comfortable. I havgnever been sorry that I came and I
expect never shall, I am very partial to America it is just the country
for me. If a person is well he has nothing to do but live and be respected
Thursday 1zth May. I wrote this far on Tuesday last. Yesterday I rode abou
about twelve miles and preacﬁed in the evening at four o-Clock. The

day was a very pleasant one and all nature looked cheerful and gay. Tho!
we need rain, I can yet see improvement every day. This dag I have

been visiting a few families, being ;n a neighborhood where I come but
once .- a month. Last evening at cur meeting three persons joined the
society. I feel a hallowed jowm in attempting to'publish the Gospel

I have never felt in any other employment, and I generally am satisfied
that I have left all to follow Christ. What would any one be profited

if he could gain the whole world and be cast away at last? No matter
what we have been here if we have not been Christians. How important
religion always seems to be at death. How desirable to have ;tfhen.

And yet how few act in the matter at the right time. Where are our

friends that have gone Before us? If they have gone to be with Christ
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they rejoice at the removal. May we have the faith that works by love,
that conquers all, and every mountain moves. I feel satisfied myself
that Christianity is Gods system for saving the guilty, and is just
adapted to the sinner. And I am satisfied with it. It satisfies my
mind, mg heart, my conscience, and even my hopes and desires. I want
to be entirely transfoemed by divine power.

The first house I called at this morning is an englishman's, he is a
native of Cumberland and came from Canada to this part last spring,
he has a beautiful farm of two hundred and forty acres, which would
cost him a little over 60c%. % presume%here is hardly any land in
Wensleydale equally good in quality. He was ploughing with three yoke
of oxen, but lefﬂwhen I reached the house and sent his boy to attend
to the work. I wélked with him round his land, took dinner, prayed,
and then came away. I am now about ten miles from home, stopping with
a very agreeable family, members of our church. The Gentleman is a
magistrate, a kind agreeable man. The Sun has just gone down, as I
discover from a window that 1ookg?StMy horse is pasturihg on some
wheat, having left the grass where he was placed to feed, and from
his doings I judge he is quite content. Supper will soon be ready so
I shall have to quit writing for the present. I wonder (as I often do)
what you are doing now. ©leeping probably.

I do not know that I save much more to say. Wy healthlat present 1s
tolerable. The hot weather we are having is a little oppressive, but
I bear it very well. My work is very agreeable, my great regeet is
that I am so unfit for 1t and so unworthy to be employed in it. I

- begin to think I shall be sorry when my Conference year is ended,

as I feel my attachment to the people to be on the increase. In this
country there are many things to tempt a minister to leave his work;

this is especially the case in the west, where fortune so profusely
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scatters her favors and invites every gager to gather them up. I have
need of special preserving grace every day. I sometimes think it would
be prudent for me to retire for a year or two from the more active
duties of the ministry, and make uyself a farm. But I am not anxious
about it. I desire to see the pillat of cloud constantly. I need but
-little'here and do not need that little long. 0 for a closer walk with
God, a calm and heavenly frame. The Lord make me his and give or take
whatever pleases him. Let your prayers help to make me a christian, for
I feel myself to be the least of all saints, and not worthy to be named
amongst God's people. How are all my friends? Remember me to them all.
You say you wished James Robinson to write to me, I should be glad to
receive a letter from him. What has besome of George Metcalfe? I
have had one paper from him in twelve months. I sometimes think if you
do all make up your minds to come to America, that_I might visit Eng-
land and return with you. Perhaps it might be necessary for me to do so
on account of my fathers property as probably it could not be sold
unless I was present. But this is another subject I have to leave to
God for his disposal. My great aim must bhe to live the present moment.
And I feel thankful to know that if death should come now he would not
be the king of terrors to me. I hide myself in my Saviors breast,
there I find I am safe, but no where else. Are my Grandfather and
Grandmother still looking for their change aﬁd preparing for it?
The L[ord be] with you all. T should like you to write to me on receipt
of this, and direct [the le]tter to Linden Iowa County.

My love to you all and to every body. Affec[ tionately] as ever M.D.
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