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° RATIFIED TREATY NO. 339 

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE NEGOTIATION OF THE 

TREATY OF OCTOBER 10, 1865, WITH THE MINICONJOU 

BAND OF SIOUX INDIANS 
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; : DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
¢ ’ WASHINGTON, August 18, 1865, 

GentLemen: The President having designated you as a Board of Commis: 1 
sioners in behalf of the United States to “ negotiate, under the instructions of 

p the Secretary of the Interior, a treaty or treaties with the several tribes of 

Sioux and Cheyenne Indians of the Upper Missouri, and‘any other tribes in 
: that region, who. have recently been engaged in hostilities with ‘the United 

: States, but who are now anxious to make peace,” it becomes my duty to indi- 
cate to you the general policy which should be observed in discharging the ‘ 

important trast thus committed to you. 

The principal tribes to which your attention will be directed are the Sioux meee 

divided into numerous bands, and ranging over a wide district of country, : 

stretching from the northeasterly portion of Dakota Territory to the northern 

part of Colorado; and the Atapahoes and Cheyennes, formerly associated : 
with them in the treaty of Fort Laramie, and latterly engaged with them , 

in hostilities against. the whites. It is also understood that a portion of the 

: Kiowas, Camanches, and Arapahoes, who have hitherto ranged about the upper 

waters of the Arkansas, have become associated with the Sioux, &c., in the Cee 

recent hostilities. The general object of your mission is to meet with repre- j 

sentatives of these various tribes and bands and accomplish some arrangement 

by which a permanent peace with the people of the United States and with 

each other may be secured. 4 d 

You are, therefore, authorized to enter into conventions, for this purpose, 7 
‘with the various nations, tribes, and bands whom you meet, as well those 
who are or have been hostile, as those who have remained friendly, since, in the 
adjustment of future boundaries for the home or range of the hostile tribes, it " 
may become necessary to occupy lands hitherto conceded to those who are ! 

friendly. 4 

In arrangements for restoring friendly relations with the tribes, you will 4 

require them, whenever differences may arise between them involving the 1 
question of peace or war, to submit them for the arbitrament of the President 

of the United States or such person or persons as he may designate, and to 

abide by and faithfully observe the award that may be made, ’ 

You will, if practicable, secure stipulations by which the more. civil- 

ized tribes shall bind themselves to aid the government in compelling those ‘ 

who are evil-disposed to keep the peace with each other and the people of the * 

United States. 

In any stipulations for reservations for the residence of the Indians, you will, 

as far as it may be in your power, concentrate within the same limits all who : 

speak a common language; but if there are bands of the same tribe hostile to i 

each other, you are authorized to place them in separate localities. In any : : 

event, such stipulations must be made that each tribe (or band, where a sepa- 

; rate organization is recognized) shall be held responsible for the acts of its = 

: members, 
: In your conferences with them upon the subject of annuities and goods here- 

: : tofore furnished to them, of derived from the cession of land, you will state that s 
Congress has authorized the President to suspend the payment of all appropria- | 
tions to carry into effect treaty stipulations or otherwise in behalf of Indians in Na 

; a state of hostility to the government, and to abrogate all treaties with them. 
The President is, however, disposed to treat his red children with forbearance " 

and liberality. : ,



a 
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» The Indians must be. made to’ understand: that’ moneysappropriated, or’ 
due to them under treaties, will not be-paid to.tlem:if the same have been ; 4 
expended for the support of refugees who have remained friendly, or in payment j 
of losses and damage.ccmmitted by themselves, © 9. |: vi i 

You will be careful to stipulate that ary and.all’ annuities’ aid ‘aumoimts, piy- 
able to the Indiaus by the United States: may, at the disefetion: of the Secietary 

: of the Interior, be paid in stock, goods, provisions, implements of husbandry, 
- and other articles suitable to their condition and wants. 

‘To secure to the tribes the absolute, and undisturbed possession of the ter- 
ritory that may be reserved to them, a clause should be inserted in the treaty, 
prohibiting. any, white percon, except officérs; agents and:employeds of the gévern ’ 
ment; from going to or settling ih sich territory, unless formally admitted and’ 

. : incorporated into some one of the tribes lawfully residing there, accerding to its 
laws and usages. ‘ 

Your attention is specially invited to the establishment of schools for the f 
instruction of the children in industrial pursuits and the elementary branches, i 
including the English language. Benevolent societies, with means furnished by . 1 
yoluntary contributions, have been formed to elevate the intelligence and’ moral i 
character of the Indian population. Their disinterested efforts have, in many. ‘ 4 
instances, been crowned with signal success. Should any such society be dis- 4 

i posed to labor among the Indians, its wishes should be respected and its inter- : 4 
ests’ protected. Its opinions and views should, however, be in’ barmony with ] 
those of the tribes. No attempted coercion of the religious faith‘of the latter ; q 
will be tolerated; nor should any denomination of Christians be suffered to & 
haye the exclusive control of their educational interests. q 

You will endeavor to ascertain the population of each nation and tribe within 
} ‘the region respectively claimed by them, and insist upon a cession by it of all 

lands contiguous to the great lines of traffic and travel. he terms you y 
offér must unavoidably be left: to your own discretion. They should be just 4q 
and: fair; but I can give no specific instructions on the subject. You may iW 
agree that no: part of such ceded:lands shalt be appropriated to’ Indiatis tot on ‘ 
friendly relations with the party making the cession, You will impress upon i 
then, in the most forcible terms, that. the ‘advancinggtide of immigration is 
rapidly spreading over the country, and that the government has not the power ° 4 ; 

: or the inclination to check it. Our hills and valleys are being occupied ‘with - | 
an adventurous and rapidly increasing people, that most, in the progress of ’ 4 
events, encroach upon the ancient abodes of the red man. Such seems to be a 
an inevitable law of population and settlement on this continent. Collisions ’ 
between the two races are always followed by lamentable results, and sometimes | 

t by bloody and devastating wars. It is for their common interest, and chiefly P| 
for that of the Indian, that he should abandon his wandering life and settle upon a 
lands reserved to his exclusive use, where he will be protected in his rights and i 
surrounded with every kindly and elevating influence by a paternal government. A 

-— You will seleet for each tribe of Indians with whom you may treat, a district of : 4 
{ country as remote as practicable from any of the leading routes across the plains, 

: or the usual thoroughfares of the people of the different Territories, Such districts 
should be designated by definite boundaries, and include such territory, if 
possible, as will afford the Indians means of support by industry in their ordinary 
avocations. A sudden transition from a savage and nomadic life to the more 
quiet and confining pursuits of civilization is not to be expected; but in such ( 
selection reference should be had to their ultimate adoption of pastoral and ag- ! 
ricultural pursuits. As their withdrawal from. the country adjacent to the great 
routes of travel will necessarily diminish their means of support, you may prom- j 
ise them an equivalent in food, clothing, implements of husbandry, live stock, &e., : 
which will be furnished them annually, provided they observe, in good faith, the f 

a
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terms oftheir agreement. The extent of the aid to be thus rendered should not ‘bp 

80 large as to appear prodigal, nor so meagre as to amount to a mockery of justice.' 

It-is the purpose of the government to encourage the Tudians to gain a livelihood 

advance in the pursuits and arts of civilized life, and improve their moral: 

inteHectual, and ‘physical condition. ‘The nation cannot sanction the policy of 

exterminating them. Our self-respect; out ‘Christian faith, and'a common de- 

pendence on an all-wise Creator and benefactor, forbid it. Other nations will, : 

judge of our character by our treatment of the feeble tribes to whom we sustain : 

the relations of guardian. Morally and legally there is no distinction between 

directly destroying them and rendering it impossible for them to escape annihi- 

lation, by withholding from them adeqnaté'meanw of ‘support.’ You' will habit- 
ually bear in mind and endeavor to make available the purpose to which I have 

referred. 
: In every treaty which you may negotiate, the Indians parties thereto should q 

expressly agree that any amendment thereof which the Senate of the United 

States may make shall be taken and held to be a part of the same, and as bind- ze 

ing in every respect as if it had, after being:made,.been formally submitted to 

and ratified by such parties. - 

I transmit herewith copies of a letter of the 6th instant to Major General \ q 

Pope, and of a letter of the 16th instant to the commissioners to treat with In- , ; 

dians in thé southwest. These papers emanated from this department. You , \ 

will consider them as a part of your instructions, as far as the views therein set - | 

forth are applicable to the condition of the Indians to whom your mission 

; " extends. q 

; It is probable that some of the members of the joint committee of the two ‘ 

houses of Congress appointed to examine into the condition of the Indian tribes 

may be present at your council. If so, you will consult freely with them, and 

respect their suggestions and advice. 

f You may possibly find it necessary to treat separately with one or more of ; 

the tribes you may meet in council, as well as to make a general treaty or com- 

pact with them.all,, If'so, you, will consider yourselves authorized to do sv. 

'The department will receive with pleasure such information as you may be 

enabled to obtain, during gyour negotiations, in regard to the condition of the : ik 

Indians, or any suggestions from you on that and kindred subjects, and will i 

- communicate any additional instructions which you may desire. 

‘ I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 

arCnr, 
Zee Secretary. i 

Gb, Verte Cltmimet, Jinn Caaterta, 

; t i 
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BETWEEN 

(aS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : 

“rae A. ‘ AND THE ; | 

SN.) ~—sMANNECONJON BAND OF DAKOTA OR SIOUX INDIANS. 7 

4 ef "CONCLUDED OCTOBER 10, 1865. . 

i RATIFICATION ADVISED, WITH AMENDMENT, MARCH 5, 1866. 

ay PROCLAIMED MARCH 17, 1866. 
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% ANDREW JOHNSON, : 
, é PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, if 

NS TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING: ‘g 

ab : 
4 . Whereas a treaty was made and concluded at Fort Sully, in the Territory of a 

i : Dakota, on the tenth day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight ) 

Y hundred and sixty-five, by and between Newton Edmunds, Edward B. Taylor, : 

Major General S. R. Curtis, Brigadier General H. H. Sibley, Henry W. Reed, ’ 

, and Orrin Guernsey, commissioners, on the part of the United States, and Ha- j 
i wah-zee-dan, (The Lone Horn,) Tah-ke-chah-hoosh-tay, (The Lame Deer,) and i 

, other chiefs and headmen of the Minneconjon band of Dakota or Sioux Indians, ; 
i on the part of said band of Indians, and duly authorized thereto by them, which { 

{ treaty is in the words and figures following, to wit: 
‘ é 

Articles of a treaty made and concluded at Fort Sully, in the Territory of Dakota, | 
i by and between Newton Edmunds, governor and ex officio superintendent 4 

Ff ot Indian affairs of Dakota Territory; Edward B. Taylor, superintendent of 4 
i Indian affairs for the northern superintendency; Major General S. R. Curtis, a 
F Brigadier General H. H. Sibley, Henry W. Reed, and Orrin Guernsey, com- a 
i : missioners on the part of the United States, duly appointed by the President, on 
<e “ai and the undersigned chiefs and headmen of the Minneconjon band of Dakota i 

ra Br * or Siotx Indians. : a 
Re ’ ARTICLE First. q 

hi The Minneconjon band of Dakota or Sioux Indians, represented in council, x 
i hereby acknowledge themselves to be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction and Hl 
: authority of the United States, and hereby obligate and bind themselves individu- “s 

Fe ally and collectively, not only to cvase all hostilities against the persons and prop- a 
. erty of its citizens, but to use their influence, and, if requisite, physical force, to 4 

: prevent other bands of the Dakota or Sioux, or other adjacent tribes, from making % 
j hostile demonstrations against the government or people of the United States. 4 

{ ARTICLE SECOND. 4 

4 Inasmuch as the government of the United States is desirous to arrest the Mi 
effusion of blood between the Indian tribes within its jurisdiction hitherto at war a 

4 with each other, the Minneconjon band of Dakotas or Sioux, represented in council, 4 
{ anxious to respect the wishes of the government, hereby agree and bind themselves 4 

to discontinue for thé future all attacks upon the persons or property of other a 
tribes, unless first assailed by them, and to use their influence to promote peace 4 

: everywhere in the region occupied or frequented by them. a 

a. ArticLe THIRD. : q 

Ty All controversies or differences arising between the Minneconjon band of - # 
j Dakotas or Sioux, represented in council, and other tribes of Indians, involving ¥ 

: a 

j 
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the question of peace or war, shall be submitted for the arbitrament of the Presi- 

dent, or such person or persons as may be designated by him, and the decision or 

award faithfully observed by the said band represented in council. 

ARTICLE Fourts. 

| The said band represented in council shall withdraw from the routes overland 

| already established, or hereafter to be established through their country; and in 

| consideration thereof, and of their non-interference with the persons and property { 

of citizens of the United States traveling thereon, the government of tht United ; 

on States agree to pay the said band the sum of ten thousand dollars annually, for 

: twenty years, in such articles as the Secretary of the Interior may direct: Pro- 

vided, That said band so represented in council shall faithfully conform to the 

requirements of this treaty. 
ARTICLE Firtu. 

: Should any individual, or individuals, or portion of the band of the Minne- | i 

conjon band of Dakotas or Sioux, represented in council, desire hereafter to locate s 

permanently upon any part of the lands claimed by the said band, for the purpose 

fof] agricultural or other pursuits, it is hereby agreed by the parties to this treaty 

that such individual or individuals shall be protected in such location against any 

annoyance or molestation on the part of whites or Indians. 

ARTICLE SIXTH. 

; Any amendment or modification of this treaty by the Senate of the United 

States shall be considered final and binding upon the said band, represented in 

council, as a part of this treaty, in the same manner as if it had been subsequently 

presented and agreed to by the chiefs and headmen of said band. 

In testimony whereof, the commissioners on the part of the United States, fe 

and the chiefs and headmen of the said Minneconjon band of Dakota or Sioux, : | 

have hereunto set their hands, this tenth day of October, one thousand eight 

hundred and sixty-five, after the contents had previously been read, interpreted, 

and explained to the said chiefs and headmen. 
NEWTON EDMUNDS, : ; 

iF EDWARD B. TAYLOR, 
i S. RB. CURTIS, Maj. Gen’l, 

; H. H. SIBLEY, Brigadier General, j 

t HENRY W. REED, 

: ORRIN GUERNSEY, : 

: Commissioners on the part of the United States. 

ee HA-WAH-ZEE-DAN, 

7 The Lone Horn, his x mark, Ist chief. 

: TAH-KE-CHAH-HOOSH-TAY, 

; The Lame Deer, his x mark, 1st chief. 

| . KEE-YAM-E-I-A, 

i : One that flies when going, his x mark, chief. Be 

i HA-IL-O-KAH-CHAH-SKAH, 

P .. White Young Bull, his x mark, chief. 

& KE-YAR-CUM-PEE, 

ap Give him Room, his x mark, chief. 

al HA-HAR-SKAH-KAH, 
s \ : , Long Horn, his x mark, chief. 

F| 

| 
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r HE-HAN-WE-CHAK-CHAH, 
5 The Old Owl, his x mark, chief. 
i, WAH-CHEE-HA-SKAH, ‘ 
4 White Feather, his x mark, chief. 

B TAH-TON-KAH-WAK-KANTO, 
. The High Bull, his x mark, soldier. 
4 MAH-TO-CHAT-KAH, 

2 The Left-handed Bear, his x mark, soldier. 
a CHAN-WAEH-PA, 
ay The Tree in Leaf, his x mark, soldier. 
4 : - TO-KALLA-DOO-TAH, j 
j The Red Fox, his x mark, soldier. f 

ji r OHA-TAN-SAPPAH, | 
f The Black Hawk, his x mark, soldier. I 
F MUCK-A-PEE-AH-TO, if] 
i The Blue Cloud, his x mark. { 

i 
Signed by the commissioners on the part of the United States, and by the . 

I chiefs and headmen. after the treaty had been fully read, interpreted, and ex- 2 
i plained in our presence : : 
: A, W. Husparp, 
i M. C. 6th dist. Iowa. 4 
a . 8. S. Curtis, ) 

{ Maj. 2nd Colorado Cav., Byt. Lt. Col. U. S. V. a 

74 Cuas, C. G. THORNTON, 4 

| Lt. Col. 4th U. 8. Vols. 4 

4 E. F. Rours, a 
j Sec’ y of Commission. a 
| R. R. Hire, : 7 

, ko Reporter of Com’n. : 4 
b, i THos. DO Macnice, ? i 

ul Late Maj. 1st Mo. Lt. Art’y. ; 3 
i W. Mort, 4 
| Capt. and C. 8. , 

ie! ZepHieR RENCONTRE, his x mark, a 

a Cuaries Decres, his x mark, ’ j 
B Interpreters. ¥ 

K The following chiefs came into council on the 20th Oct. and desired to sign a 
& the treaty. They are represented as always friendly to the whites, and have, , 
‘ . therefore, been away from most of the tribe. ’ 

ie HAH-SAH-NE-NA-MAZA, ( 
i One Iron Horse, his x mark. a 
: ; TO-KIO-WI-CHACK-A-TA, 4 

- The One that Kills the First on Hand, his x mark. 7 

3 Attest : a 
i S. S. Curtis, 

j 

i . Bvt. Lt. Col. U. S. V. 4 
rh Hez. L. Hosmer, . | 

-_ Chief justice of Montana Territory. q 
4 Cuares Decres, his x mark. ’ 
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i ' And whereas the said treaty having been submitted to the Senate of the United 
1 t States for its constitutional action thereon, the Senate did, on the fifth day of 

ae March, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, advise and consent to the 
: i ratification of the same, with an amendment, by a resolution in the words and 

} figures following, to wit : 

ee In Executive Session, SENATE oF THE Unrrep Srares, oN March 5th, 1866. ] a Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present concurring, ) That the Senate advise ‘ | and consent to the ratification of the treaty between the United States, by their , commissioners, and the chiefs and headmen of the Minneconjon band of Dacotahk | [Dakota] or Sioux Indians, made and concluded at Fort Sully, in the Territory ' | of Dakota, with the following 

: AMENDMENT: 

Article 4, lines 4, 5, 6, and 7, strike out the following words, viz: ‘‘and of | their non-interference with the persons and property of citizens of the United | States travelling thereon.’’ 
: Attest: 

4 
J. W. FORNEY, ! 

Secretary. 5 

Aud whereas article sixth of said treaty provides that any amendment or 
modification of it by the Senate of the United States shall be considered final and : binding upon the said band of Indians, represented in council, as a part of the a | treaty, in the same manner as if it had been subsequently presented and agreed li | to by the chiefs and headmen of said band: 4) 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, ANDREW Jounson, President of the ee , : United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and consent of the 3 
Senate, as expressed in its resolution of the fifth of March, one thousand eight d | i hundred and sixty-six, accept, ratify, and confirm the said treaty, with the 
amendment as aforesaid. 

4 & In testimony whereof, I have signed the same with my hand and have caused a 
the seal of the United States to be hereto affixed. 1 : Done at the city of Washington, this seventeenth day of March, in the year 
(SEAL. ] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and of the a : Independence of the United States of America the ninetieth. 3 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 4 By the President: © 
Wituiam H. Sewarp, 3 

Secretary of State. 4 
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