My father keeps a public house

As sung by

Pearl Jacobs Borusky
08-30-1940 Antigo, WI
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Verse 1. Verse 4.
My father keeps a public house, She then arose, put on her clothes,
Down by the seaside shore, Just at the break of day,
And when you come to stay all night, Sing, “Father, where is that young man
He’ll meet you at the door. Came here last night to stay?”
Verse 2. Verse 5.
I’ll meet you in the morning, “His body sleeps within the deep,
Don’t let your parents know, Just where | do not know.
My name it is young Edward Boles, I sent his body bleeding
Who plows the lowlands low. Into the lowlands low.”
Verse 3. Verse 6.
Young Mary she lay sleeping, “Oh, father, cruel father,
She dream’d a frightful dream. You shall die a public show,
She dream’d she saw her true love’s blood For the murder of young Edward Boles,
Come flowing in the stream. Who plow’d the lowlands low.”

Transcription and lyrics from the Helene Stratman-Thomas Collection.
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Critical Commentary

Transcriptions by Treat, no. 23, and HST

HST notes:
In the Professional Papers series:
(Edwin in the lowlands low) (Edward and Emily)
Sung by Mrs. Pearl Jacobs Borusky, age 39, Antigo, 1940.
This song was collected from the Jacobs family by Asher Treat in 1938. Pearl sang it.

Alternate titles/related songs: “Edwin in the Lowlands Low,” “Edward and Emily,” “He Plowed
the Lowlands Low.” (Note, however, that some other songs with “Lowlands” in the title, such as
“The Gallant Victory of the Lowlands,” are about a ship battle, and are related to HST Ship Set
Sail for North America.)
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