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MESSAGE, 

Fellow Citizens of the Senate and Assembly; oo nas 
_It-is.made the duty of the Governor; annually; upém: the ‘as- /  sembling of the Legislature, to communicate the conditionethe Se ‘State, and recommend such: matters for their consideration ashe: + _ may deem expedient... 005... Se RE ae egg The past:year: has been. one of unusual health, and unparalleled) a prosperity:in the history of our State,-and justifies, on thisdeca-» : - gion, indulgence: in moré.than the usual. congratulations. : Every: . - branch. of. industry has prospered. The field, ‘the forest and the. — - mine, have paid their tribute to the common treasury, while the at : increase of our commerce ‘and manufactures; has more than realized: 7 the. expectations of the ‘most sanguine. ‘Internal. Improvements, a conducted by: private enterprizé, have steadily progressed, and are: oe beginning to manifest their importance by substantial: benefits, oe _ Confidénce, both: at: home-and’ ‘abroad; in our resources and -ulti:: _  - mate prosperity; is’ permanently established, Although disease: |” . has visited some parts of our common country, and manifested: > itself in its most appalling form, it is still a matter of:congratulas, tion that our sister States have generally been blessed with:health: 3 -  and’abundance. = | aR oe Ap am 2 -! The Vice President of the’ United ‘Btates, distinguished alike =~ oo for his public services and private virtues, was, shortly after hiss igh ~~ dlée¥ation to office, removed. by the hand: of Death: We have, also;! os been dalled upon; since the assembling ‘of the last Legislature, to OS -- mourn'the loss of one who has:-heretofore acted a: prominent:part: “



| | ae | 

in the councils of our State, and shared, in an uncommon degree, 

the confidence of our citizems... -. | | | 

| From the Message of tlte President: of the United States to the | 

present Congress, and the Reports of the heads of the different 

Departments, it is manifest that the guardianship of the Union is 4 

committed to safe and prudent hands. ‘The circumstances con- 

nected with the arrest and release of “Martin Koszta, by the 

Austrian authorities, at Smyrna, are familiar to all ; and the policy - 

adopted by our Government in that case, in relation to citizens 

clothed with nationality, must meet with your approbation, and be — 

a source of proud gratification to every true-hearted American. 

In commencing to remark upon matters immediately interesting to. 

our State and people, I would direct your attention to the evils of 

- excessive legislation, which have become so apparent in the mass: 

‘and conflict of laws encumbering our Statute books, that even our 

: Courts have difficulty in determining what, in many cases, is the 

existing law. And in this connection it may be proper to remark, 

that the people are anxiously and justly desirous that the present | 

session may be a short one, and that there may be a consequent. 

| decrease of legislative expenses. At the last session. of the Legis- | 

lature, the constitutional step was taken, necessary to a change of 

the Constitution, so as to provide for the biennial sessions of the = 

Legislature—which subject will claim “your attention. Itis a | 

question worthy of your most careful and serious: consideration; 

and.while a large portion, and perhaps a majority of our citizens,. | 

are favorably inclined to this change in our Constitution, it may. 

‘he well to consider whether this opinion on their part, has not. 

‘been fostered and strengthened by so much conflicting legislation, 

anid the. consequent expenses of long sessions, rather than by a 

due and proper reflection, as to the probable effect of . biennial 

sessions, on the prosperity of the State ; and whether, if youshould = 

adopt the plan of short sessions, and careful-and economical legis: — 

lation, it would not be better for us, in view of our constant and. 

increasing warts, that the Legislature should continue to assemble: : 

annually: It seems eminently proper to me, that in a: State like.



| 5 
- ours, with its resourees comparatively undeveloped, and inhabited 7 by people from every section of our common country, and’ from : almost:every portion of the world, that once a year their Repre- oh , sentatives should meet to consult together for the common good. By these means each section of our State becomes better acquaint- _ ted with the wants and resources of the other, and it is only by a , thorough knowledge of the condition and wants of the whole State, _ and every section of it, that.we can hope to promote its. advance- 

ment and prosperity through the instrumentality of legislation. 
Frequent attempts have been made, at former sessions of the Legislature, to. effect a change in the present system of county | government. By one of my predecessors, in hig annual message, this subject was pertinently discussed, and I am satisfied the posi- : tions there assumed were correct. Entertaining these views, I commend the subject to your consideration, and submit whether _ an amendment of the existing law should not be made, so that the - duties now required to be discharged by the County Board of Su- A pervisors, may be performed by a much less number of offiders. 
The Reports of the Secretary of State and State Treasurer, to | which your attention ig invited, exhibit the condition of the Treas- | ury, and the receipts and disbursements, in detail, for the year | 1853. It-appears that the whole sum paid into the Treasury : - during the year, from all sources, amounted to about $300,000, on ~ account-of the following funds, viz.: | aE ok - General Fund. - t= $152,565 89 -. ° Principal of School-Fund - - 67,704 760 “University Fund. - 11,095 47; a | Income * School .~  “« tt 98,650 81 ee University « - 6,616 25 

. The disbursements during the same period, were as follows: . 
General Fund. -. yo ts | $160,786 64... - School Fund (including loans) - - 83,609 84 - oS © Income - 06,185 71 _ ‘University Fund - ee, - 228 95 ; 

coe © Jneome - | - 8,625 69." | oo | QOver-payments on account of General Fund 8,281 382 a
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- The following is a statement of the balances in the Treasury on 

the first day of January, 1854: | : 

| School ‘Fund + - =. = $84,094 92 

a “6 “ Income = - -  -- 17,465 10 - | 

University Fund - — - = = 10,867 22 | 

mE, ‘“ [Income - - = 2,990 56 | 

total tt $65,417 80 - | 
-. Deduct over drafts on General Fund» 8 8, 28E 820 

Total balance in Treasury, Jan. 41,1854. -— $57,186 48 7 

- The estimate of the Secretary of State, of the probable amount, 

to be drawn from the Treasury during the present year, for the 

general expenses of the State, is stated at $147,210 70. The meats, 

applicable to meet the same, are estimated as follows: == 

~~ State Tax (cix mills on the dollar) - $150,000 00 

 Arrearages due from Counties) - 7 9,382 74 | 

_. Miscellaneous =)” + 7,685.00 | | 

Total o-  -  *. -. $160,017 74 

- TIn-the foregoing estimate of ‘resources, nothing appears tobe 

‘included as derivable from the tax upon Banking capital, which, - 

| judging from the amount that has been realized from that source, 

during the past year, may safely be estimated for the present year oe 

at $15,000 00. It is believed, also, that. the estimate of the Sec- 

retary of the amount of State Tax is far short of the amount that 

will :beactually received. oo - 

This. Report will be found to contain many valuable suggestions, 

in regard to the present inefficient and unequal system of assess- 

ments—the present mode of auditing accounts—the time and | 

manner of distributing the income of the’ School Fund, and also 

| the distribution and publication of the laws—to all of which 1 

invite your attention, as being subjects worthy of consideration. | 

It will be your duty at the present session to make the necessary 

provision for levying a State Tax, sufficient to meet ‘the demands. 

: that will necessarily be made upon the Treasury for the year 1855. 

In some instances the amount levied, has proved inadequate—the 

effect of which has been to impair credit, and thus operate ina 

| manner detrimental to the interests of the State and. unjust to its



__ ¢reditors.’ Prudence and sound economy clearly dictate the true " policy’ to ‘be, to make ample provision for all exigencies which may necessarily arise. | On | | — The ‘Report of the Commissioners of School and University Lands, herewith submitted , is worthy of your attention. The Re- port of the Secreta: y of State, shows that the School Fund on the _ first day of the present month, amounted to the sum of $1,141,804 -28—arising almost exclusively from the sale of lands granted by a Corigress, _ The amount of income due and subject to appor- | tionment, for the support of Common Schools the present year, ine | cluding the balance now appearing is, $97,391 39, While the Fund promises: to be large, from the’ proceeds of land only, and | eventually sufficient to support our Common Schools, without the aid of taxation, ‘yet’ there are sundry other resources provided by the constitution, which, if ‘not. overlooked, will do much to aug- | ment the same. One of the provisions of the Constitution, which . I feel it my duty to press upon. your attention, is that relating to / finés, and is as follows: “The clear proceeds of all fines, collected in the several counties, for any breach of the penal laws, shall be- come a part of the School Fund.” Provision has been made by 
daw, requiring these fines to be paid ‘into the State Treasury, thro’ the County Treasurers, The amount: paid into the Treasury, from 
this source, is 80 trifling, that it is very apparent there has been a a reckless disregard of this provision on the part of county and_ . town. officers, into whose hands these fines are paid. Many thous- ands of dollars, it is believed, are wrongfully and illegally with. held by those officers, which should long since have reached the Treasury. ‘Such enactment, as will insure the correction of the: = evils complained of, seems to be demanded at your hands. Re- 
garding, as I do, the School Fund, as a great and sacred trust com- ~ mitted to our charge—one that should be regarded by every citizen | _,. with pride—I feel that I cannot too strenuously urge upon you the -— propriety of investigating closely its true condition, and the mak. ing of such further provision, for the management thereof, as may 
be found necessary. oe | 7 a



The absolute necessity of the accounts and records, connected. , 

with both the School and University Funds being so kept as toin- 

sure clearness and permanency, cannot fail to be appreciated. by 

you, and from some past personal knowledge of the necessity | 

thereof, I am induced, in this connexion, to suggest that more am: 

ple provision be made for that purpose. The Constitution vests — 

the management of these funds, in a. Board, of Commissioners, | 

consisting of the Secretary of State, State Treasurer, and Attorney: 

General. The ordinary duties required of these officers are such 

as to preclude their bestowing the requisite time and labor upon 

such accounts and records. Again, to insure correctness, and to fa- | 

| cilitate business connected with these funds, the accounts should | 

be kept entirely separate and distinct trom any and every other 

branch of the public accouuts. The necessity of this is so apparent, 

that I recommend that suitable provision be m ade for establishing ) 

a.separate Bureau, under the direction of the Commissioners, and 

that the necessary provision be made for the expenses thereof, 2 

At the June Session of the last Legislature, an act, submitting 

to the electors of the State, the question of a Prohibitory Liquor + 

Law, was passed. The Secretary of State, in pursuance of a | 

requirement of that law, reports the whole vote cast, at the late | 

general election, upon that question, to be 51,632 ; and that 27,519 

votes were cast for, and 24,109 against the law. The expression. 

of public opinion contemplated by the act referred to, submitting _ 

this question to the popular vote, is now before you, and it remains | 

for you, in your wisdom, to determine what will best satisfy the 

sentiment of the whole people, in relation to the subject—subserve 

their true interests, and be best adapted to the actual condition of . 

things in the State at large. So , es 

The Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

will be laid before you at anearly day. I commend itto your 

attention, as containing much of interest connected with our com- a 

mon schools. It appears that there has been expended in the | 

erection of school houses within the State, $289,346 89, of which | 

| sum $45,071 84 was expended during the past year. The total . |



amount expended in 1853 ‘tor the support. of common schools wag $175,734 17.. By a resolution of the Legislature, passed in Apyil - 
last, the. Superintendent was directed to ‘* collect, codify, arrange, | and simplify” the school laws. This service has been performed, 
and the result will be presented for your approval, 7 7 The State University has, in consequence of the rapid sale of its 
lands during the past year, overcome in a great measure its pecu- 
niary embarrassments. . It now has a permanent fund amounting, 
on the first day of the present month, to the sum of $106,112 07, | 

_ the annual income: from which will be $7,427 84. Add to this 
the sum of $2,956 10—the balance of interest accumulated in the | Treasury—making the total sum applicable to the support of that 
Institution for the present year, $10,383 94. The demand for 
University lands—the increased quantity of the same—by the ad- 
dition of the saline lands, now nearly all selected, together with 
the perseverance manifested on the part of those having the Insti- 
tution in charge, render it morally certain that the original design 
of its projectors will be fully realized. © a 

The Board of Trustees of the Wisconsin Institute for the educa- tion of the Blind have transmitted their annual Report, which will | be laid before you. Every reason exists for believing that this Institution has been properly and ably conducted, and that the 
beneficial results, thus far, to that unfortunate class of our citizens, 
have been all that could be anticipated, and such as clearly demon- 
strate the propriety of continuing to extend that aid by the Legis- ture which may be found just and necessary for its future pros- 

perity. a | - | | | = 
Teall your attention to the necessity of taking the preliminary 

steps for the erection of an Asylum for the insane. The number 
in our State suffering from the effects of the terrible malady of insanity is, in my judgment, sufficient to demand. that something 
should be done for their relief. This disease requires a treatment peculiar to itself; a treatment the afflicted can receive only in 
institutions established expressly for that purpose. — co | The Legislature, in 1851, commenced the very praiseworthy.
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| work of providing for the education of the Deaf and Dumb, by 

_ incorporating an Institute for that purpose, to be located at Dela- 

yan, in the county of Walworth, and ‘appropriating the sum of one 

| thousand dollars per year for three years, towards the construction 

. of buildings, and the sum of five hundred dollars for the support 

of the deaf and dumb in said Institute, for the year 1852. At the. 

following session, the farther sum of $1,500 was appropriated, in 

aid of the-same objects. The Report of the Board of Trustees, 

which will‘ be laid before you, sets forth ‘the condition of the In* 

stitution and its prospective wants. ‘Their petition for firther aid 

towards the erection of necessary buildings, and support of pupils, 

appears to me to be deserving of favor. Se a 

In many, if not most of the States, grants of land for this pur- 

pose have been made by Congress, and, in some‘instances, similar | 

grants’ have been made to aid in establishing Asylums for the _ 

insane. Seeing no good reason why Wisconsin is not, as justly as 

other States, entitled to grants fur such purposes, I am induced to 

recommend that you memorialize Congress on that subject. 

The benefits which have resulted from the establishment of ‘an 

Emigrant Agency in the city of New York, have fully demon- 

strated its utility. The emigration to Wisconsin has been largely 

| increased, since the commissioners entered upon the active dis- 

charge of the duties of their office. In view of these facts, if the’ 

Legislature should deem the further continuance of the office of 

interest to the State, it would seem proper from the nature of these 

duties, and the length of time necessary to acquire the knowledge 

requisite to discharge them properly, that the term of this office. 

should be extended to two years. The Report of the Commis- 

sioner is herewith transmitted. It will be found to be very ex- 

pilict, and to contain much interesting information, and many 

valuable suggestions, Oo 

The practical working of the’ Banking system of our State, though 

failing to supply the increasing demand for currency, has demon- 

strated beyond areasonable doubt, that the law on that subject was 

well devised. Information derived from the Comptroller, whose
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Report will be duly laid before you, enables me to exhibit the fol- 
lowing facts. connected with that department. On the first day of © 
January, the whole number of Banks, established under the law, 
was a we we TQ) 
Am’t of circulating notes issued by the Comptoller - 519,000 - ne securities deposited with State Treasurer - 529,000 

‘All of the above securities are State Stocks, upon which the 
interest has been promptly paid. So as 
‘The Report of the Commissioner not having reached this de- 

| partment, [am unable at this time to lay before you any definite 
information in relation to our State Prison. At the earliest prac- 
ticable moment, I'shall take occasion to place you in possession : 
of such facts, in regard to its condition and wants, as may be 
able to collect. ss— oS ay Sy Dat, 
 At.the June session of the Legislature, provision was made for 
the transfer of the interest of the State in. the Fox and Wisconsin 
Rivers Improvement to a private company. Bonds in pursuance , 
of the act.incorporating such company—conditioned for the. com- 
pletion of the work, and the payment of the liabilities—have been 
executed and filed with the Secretary of State. .The' work has, | 
since then, been progressing, and it is to be hoped that the com- 
pany will carry out, in good faith, all the provisions of the act 
referred to. a oe a 

The subject of the Swamp and Overflowed Lands, to which the | 
State is entitled, has, on several occasions, been brought to the 
notice of the Legislature. My immediate predecessor has called 
the attention of the proper Department of the General Govern- 
ment to the.subject, and has received assurances that.the selections 
and necessary steps to vest the title in the State, would be taken. | 
It is confidently believed that this will soon be accomplished, and 

the propriety of making provision for the sale thereof at. an early 
day, is urged upon your attention, ; | 
- I deem it important that additions to the State Library should 
be made, ‘as it is at present far from being supplied. with the : 
works which it should properly contain. _ It is almost indispensable



that many of the Reports of other States, and valuable ‘standard 

: law books, which are annually published, and also-.some miscel- 

laneous literary works should find ‘a place in the Public Library. 

I would, therefore, recommend a standing appropriation of a rea- 

sonable sum for that purpose. 
Lhave been informed that several of the Circuit Judges have | 

held that persons indicted for the crime of murder, under the 

existing law, are entitled to pail.. Section 8-of Article 1, of the 

Constitution, provides that ‘“all persons shall, before conviction, 

be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, where 

the proof is evident, or the presumption great.” The Courts 

having placed such a construction upon the law, in connection 

with this provision, it is evident that some change should be 

effected, tending to greater security of life, than at present exists: 

Such action, therefore; as’ will constitutionally accomplish this 

object is suggested as not only proper, but absolutely necessary. 

-The-fact that there is no difference now established by law, in 

the punishment of the first and second degrees of murder, is an 

evident defect, which should be provided for. Provision should 

be made for the further punishment of prisoners, confined for 

offences, who commit outrages, after their sentence. As the law 

is now, a desperate convict may be guilty of the highest crime 

known to it, and yet he is not amenable to further punishment 

therefor, than may have been already adjudged against him. 

The rapid increase of emigration to the. northern and north- 

western parts of the State, has made an increase of mail service 

in those portions indispensable. I therefore recommend the Le- 

| gislature to memorialize Congress upon the subject—urging upon 

it the necessity of establishing as early as practicable, the various 

: ~ youtes now demanded by. the wants of those growing portions of 

the State. I : | 

It is a gratifying fact that our agricultural wealth is rapidly in- 

creasing. For several successive years, the partial failure of the 

wheat crop, which had generally come to be regarded as the great 

staple of the State, raised doubts as to the peculiar adaptation of
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our soil to the growing of that grain: . This naturally directed. at- 
tention to the various other departments of agriculture—the farmer: 
deeming it no longer prudent to risk ‘all upon the success of any one: product. _ The result of this change has been fortunate—as is 
evidenced in the improvement of stock—the growing of wool, and 
the increased production of the various kinds of coarse: grains. 
For the past. two years, although less grouud has been seeded with. 
wheat, yet the crop has been: superior to those .of previous years, 
both in quality and quantity—owing both. to more propitious sea- | 
sons, and judicious treatment of the soil, This success has not only 
relieved, to a great extent, our citizens of ‘pecuniary embarrass- — 
ments, but has restored. and established confidence in our agrical- 
tural resources, ee ye 
,Qur inineral resources,. although, as yet, but partially developed, : 

already constitute one of the most important elements of our pros: | 
perity. The difficulties heretofore encountered, in consequence of. | 
the want of Capital, have;.to-a. great extent, been obviated by the 
energy and. perseverance of the miner. For several years. past, - 
the products of the lead mines have constituted a very considera- 
ble part of our exports. I would recommend to your careful at- 
tention the report of the State Geologist, whose labors thus far— 
in conformity with the act under which he was appointed—have 
been.confined exclusively to the lead districts, and the information. , 
contained in his report on this subject, will be found of interest. | 

_ Beds of Iron ore have been discovered in various sections of the 
State, and in, the County: of Dodge, one of vast extent and rich- | | 
ness,. I am informed that. arrangements are being made to work 
the:same on a.scale. commensurate With its importance, and parti- _ 
cularly for the manufacture of Railroad Iron. If this is-done, we 
may confidently anticipate, that the time, is not far distant, when | 
we can do much:towards supplying the various Railroads. project- | 
ed in this and anjoining, States,. with the Iron required for. their 
construction, at reduced prices, and of a superior quality. In view. 
of the benefits which must result to the great mass of our citizens 
from-a.more rapid developement of our mineral wealth, I would
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recommend that every constitutional and reasonable | encourage- : 

ment be extended to this branchof industry. © °°. oe 

| ‘The Railroad enterprises which are contemplated, and commenc- 

ed in our State, ate deserving of more than a passing notice. 

| While the Legislature-has been liberal in granting charters, they 

have at the same time, been careful not to authorize any which’ 

would seriously interfere with other lines of ‘communication, al- 

ready in progress, or-chartered and likely to be constructed. In 

our youthful State, it becomes the duty of those havin ¢ committed 

to their charge its interests, to foster, by all reasonable:and ‘proper 

means, those undertakings which will best tend to bring into use, 

our varied resources, and to be wary of throwing impediments in 

the way, which might deter capitalists from investing their means’ 

in such improvements, as are best calculated to effect that result. 

Wisconsin only needs the opening of avenues of communication, 

: to increase in population and substantial: wealth, ina manner un-' 

exampled in the history of Wester States. Rapid as: has been 

: our growth, thus. far, it'is in our power to outstrip previous pro- 

gress, and soon rival other Stater; which had long been established, . 

wealthy and powerful, while Wisconsin was yet a wilderness. fe 

Aside from the stimulus given to the agricultural interests, by’ 

increased facilities for conveying produce to the Lake ports, con- 

sequent upon: the construction of Railroads, the vast mineral 

wealth, and the valuable pine lands within our borders, will, by 

their proximity to market, offer great additional inducements for 

| the employment of capital and labor. -T trust that a due ‘sense of 

the responsibility resting upon the Legislature, will lead them to. — 

assist, so far as is proper, each and every enterprise, which is like-' 

ly to result in- the permanent: advancement of these import- 4 

ant interests. So far as the enactment of constitutional laws” 

can relieve the different Railroads from taxation during their con-' 

struction; I recomimend their passage, as one of the mieans of en-’ 

couragement, within your power torender, 

“The subject of the Pacific Railway is justly exciting public at- 
tention throughout the entire Union. ~The President; in his:Mes-’



| | A | a 

_ Sage, recommends it, to the consideration, of Congress, as one of 
more than ordinary intcrest—and, certainly,, itis a work of. un- 

- paralleled magnitude, and worthy of the best energies of a great 
and growing nation. And while it is a work of. great national — 
interest, in which every section of our country is deeply interested, 
I cannot but regard it as one of peculiar importance to the people 
of, the N orth West, and. especially. of our own State—in view of 
its probable location on the Northern route—in which case we 
should feel more immediately, than other localities, the-bene- a 
fits arising from this great thoroughfare... The power and policy | 
of the General Government, to make liberal land grants in aid of . 
this road, will doubtless be much discussed at the present session 
of Congress.. Already their attention has been particularly called 
to it by the Secretary of the Interior, in his annual report, wherein 
he discusseg,, with much ability, both the. right and the policy of 
liberal land grants in aid of public improvements of this descrip- 
tion. .Of his views in this respect, I most fully approve, and 
therefore I suggest the propriety of. memorializing Congress upon | 
the subject.in accordance with the same. . Having said thus much | 
on the great question of the Pacific Railway, and the propriety 
of land grants in aid of its construction, I will call your attention . 
to. the subject of land grants, of a similar character, to our own 
State. And whether it is the true policy of the United States to 
make such grants in aid of Internal Improvements, to the several 
States or not, it seems to me that there can be no reasonable doubt 
as to the policy of the States in receiving them. The United 
States have not yet adopted the laudable policy of giving the 
lands, in small qaantities, to actual settlers—a measure which has 
been repeatedly and earnestly pressed upon their attention—but 
still continue to sell the same, and in quantities to suit the pur- 
chaser. While this is their policy, I confess I can see no good 
reason why the States may not accept and prudently expend, the 
avails of such grants in aid of Internal Improvements, necessary, 
to their growth and prosperity. The fact that such donations 
have sometimes been mismanaged, furnishes no argument what- ——
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ever, in my opinion, against receiving and applying thém in ‘aid 
of important’ public works. Such a course would surely be 
prudent for us in our individual capacity, then why not for 
us collectively ? Bt 

| _ Our School Fund, of which we are so justly proud, arises almost 

exclusively from this source; and this year the State will realize, 
for the benefit of education, nearly one hundred thousand dollars, 

as interest on the small portion of ‘lands granted to this State for 

that purpose ; and for all time to come, we are to be thus bene- 

fitted.. It is believed that a corresponding benefit may be real- 

| ized to other interests of the State, by a like judicious manage- 

ment of land grants. a : | a 

There is one subject, so important to our commercial interests— 

so intimately connected with the prosperity of all classes of our 

citizens—and yet so strangely neglected, that I cannot omit this 
_ opportunity to commend it to your special consideration. Here- 

: tofore, the Federal Government, under grants contained in the 

Constitution, has, with some few exceptions, exercised the power 

of making improvements on Rivers and Harbors, by means of 

appropriations drawn from the Federal Treasury. . 

Tt would be reasonable to suppose, that interests so important, 

would have received, at the hands of such a guardian, attention in 

some degree commensurate with their importance. Such however 

is not the case. The rapid growth of our commerce—internal and 
foreign—and which is really one of the greatest sources of our 

| prosperity, does not seem to have aroused the attention of States- 

men sufficiently to the subject, to determine any settled policy on 

the part of the federal government. The last Congress, made ap-. 

propriations, which, so far as the North-west is concerned, were en- 
tirely inadequate, and have been expended under a system so in- 

efficient, as to accomplish very little towards the object intended— 

a system condemned by the experience of nearly half a century. 

The policy on this subject, is as uncertain to-day, as at any time 

since the organization of the government; and for aught that is 

apparent, is likely to remain so until the people of the States, in



0 EEEEE’T''”Z 

| a) ae 
this section of the Union, force it upon the attention of Congress in a manner neither to be misunderstood nor disregarded, — Still the Federal Government pretends to exercise this power; and yet it neglects, or at least trifles, with the object for which it was grant- ed. The lives of our sailors and citizens, are exposed to constant | peril; from the want of that protection which these improve- ments would afford, and which we must have, _ | —— I would recommend, therefore, that by Memorial, you demand that adequate appropriations be made for these purposes, by the General Government; or if the several States are forced to con- struct them from their own resources, that additional facilities. shall be afforded them by Congress. The Statésman who would relieve us from this dilemma, is entitled to our lasting grat. itude, and these in place, who neglect, at ] east, to make the effort, | should be taught, in a legitimate and constitutional way, the power ) of self-protéction inherent in every community and State. | | In your efforts to promote the interests and welfare of the people. and the State, you shall receive my hearty co-operation. | Finally, when we survey our State, and see around us every evidence of increasing prosperity and greatness, we have just rea- 80n for pride and congratulation. We may felicitate ourselves | _ upon possessing all the advantages necessary to enable us to rank, in a very few years, with the richest and most powerful of the | confederated States. Our climate ig universally conceded to be salubrious to a remarkable degree. Our commerce, keeping pace with the demands of agriculture and the varied wants of a rapidly increasing population, has grown into importance. A teeming soil richly repays the labor expended upon it. The facilities af. a forded by our inexhaustible water power to those choosing to en- gage in manufacturing pursuits must, at no distant day, render this interest one of the most important that we possess, Our min- | eral and timbered lands are a means of wealth which can not well be over-estimated. Here, under a free constitution, guarding all his rights, the landless may secure himself a home, and by unmo- Jested industry speedily acquire g competence. To crown all, our 3



| oe 18 7 

common school fund 1s so extensive and permanent, that the means 

ef educating all, to all time,issecured. a 

Our country is at peace, and our prosperity as a State is emblem- 

atical of her condition. Rapidly increasing in all of her re- 

| sources at home, she has made herself respected abroad, and ranks 

with the first among the nations of the earth. ‘The efforts of fac- 

tionists and disunionists have resulted in more firmly cementing _ 

the bonds of union between the States, and have only served to 

demonstrate how deeply seated is love of the Union in every 

American heart. We can now anticipate, with confidence, that 

no organized effort will ever again be made which may result in 

discord or disunion. a a | | 

Yor all these blessings we, as individuals and as a people, 

should feel grateful to the great Creator of the Universe. _ | 

WILLIAM A. BARSTOW. — 

_ Exxcutive DeEpPARTMENT, 7 | a | 

Mapison, January 11, 1854.
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. | OFFIoE oF SECRETARY oF STATE, 
| | | Madison, J anuary 2, 1854. 

Lo the Governor of the State of Wisconsin: a : 
Sire: In compliance with law, I have the honor to transmit te you my Annual Report for the year 1853. | | 

Very respectfully, - 
: Your obedient servant, _ | oe CHARLES D, ROBINSON, a — | Secretary of State. | | 

ee a | - 
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- REPORT. | 

| Cc Orrice or Secrerary oF Stare, 
| . Madison, January 2,.1854. Lo-the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin : a The Secretary of State herewith presents his Annual Report _ submitting such matters and suggestions as are deemed Pro o, - for consideration, and showing— ee 1. The condition of the General Fund 5 7 | 2. The condition of the J udi¢iary Fund 5 | 3. The condition of the School Fund ; oS | 4. The condition of the University Fund; _ 

5. The condition of the Fund for the Blind ; oe 6. The State Treasurer’s account ; | 4. Statements of public expenditures and revenues for the year | 1853, and estimates of expenditures and-revenues for the en- suing year. Oo 7 & 

a GENERAL FUND. 
_ The receipts into the Treasury during the year have been ag - follows: | | ; | | : | Dr. | | 

Revenue, . ; _ . , - $93,621 51 Hawkers. and Pedlars, . , - 880-00  -Ganal Mortgages, gg - 890 63 ‘Telegraph Companies’ taxes, . - 118 00
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State Loan, . . , . «88,028 00 

Bank taxes, _ to . 8,535 42 

7 Amounts refunded, overpaid on appropriations, . 186 12 

| John Taylor, balance of appropriation, . . 56 00 

L. J. Farwell, sale of furniture, &c., a 65 76 

| a | $152,296 44 | 

' The payments during the year have been as follows: 

Cr. | —— | oe 

Treasurer, (overpaid, Ist January, 1853,) . $940 71 

Legislative expenses, , . a . 59,549 90 — 

Salaries, . Co ; . 94,443 97 

Contingent expenses, —_ - we 20,559 56 | 

Publishing, . , . . «BL 85 

Postage, . , ts . 2,208 20 

_ State Prison, . . , . ,- 12,106 02 

| ‘Documentary History, . . 600 00 

Institute for the Blind, . : . .. 1,500 00— 

Deaf and Dumb, . yo . 2,250 00 

Stationery for next Legislature, . . , , 2,000 00 

- Agricultural Society, oa. . 1,000 00 

Stationery and book-binding,  - + + 9,278 387 

State Loan, . . ; .  « 6,040° 00 

Printing, . . ; we . 19,603 09 

 $§$tate prisoners, . ~~ > . «1,485 92 

| . Wisconsin Territory, . .  . «160 00 

Geological Survey, , _ . . 1,875 25 

Emigrant Agency, . , , . 1,800 00 

| | | $160,407 14 

- Showing an excess of payments amounting to $8,110 70 

a JUDICIARY FUND. a on 

| This fund is created by a tax of one dollar on each suit com- 

menced in the Circuit Courts, and is constituted a special fund 

-—-tgwards paying the salaries of the Circuit Judges. :
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Amount reported as received during the year 1853, $1,414 00 
| Balance in hands of clerks, Dec’r 31, 1852, .  . 41,161 00 

| 7 | oO «$2,575 00 Paid to Judges during the year, . . - 1,190 00 
a oe 7 | . $1,385 00 

This does not include the receipts for the quarter ending De- 
cember 81, 1853, as the reports for that quarter are not yet due. 
It includes, however, the last quarter of 1852, which, for the same | 
reason, was not included in the last report of this department. 
The law creating this fund is insufficient to enforce the prompt __ 
reporting of amounts received by clerks. Deficiencies exist in 

_ several counties, for one or more quarters, in some instances ex- 
tending through the entire year. | a | 

SCHOOL FUND—PRINCIPAL, — | | 
The am’t due on sales of land, 31st Dee’r, 1853, was $956,442 85 

= “  &"  Joans, same date, eo. . 151,966 51. 
Amount inthe Treasury, . . . . 84,094 92. | 

Total capital of school fund, Dec’r 31, 1853, $1,141,804 28 
The entire amount, excepting the sum stated as being in the 

Treasury, is drawing interest at the rate of seven per cent. per an- 
num. The heavy receipts into this fund during the last quarter, 
have made it impossible to loan it all immediately, though the | _ ‘hecessary papers are being perfected for the loaning of the balance. | 

_ The transactions in this fund during the year have been as 
follows: , | | | 

 Leecetipts. | | 
Balance on hand, 1st J anuary, 1853, . » 4,777 15 
Sales, . . _ . . . 29,524 13 
Paid on certificates issued from 1st Jan., 1853, . 23,886 80 

| +ive per cent penalties, . , - 2,048 72 
’ Fines and forfeitures, , , . . 1,246 83 _ 
Refunded loans, . . . . . 6,221 18 | 

$67,704 76
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Disbursements. | | | 

‘Loans, | | $94,996 00 : 

Printing and publishing, 455 02 

-Book-binding, carriage, &c., © 245 00 

Appraising, Oo 6,688 7 5 

| | Refunded to counties for appraisal, 1,106 25 | 

| Refunded on certificates, — 418 82 

oo Oo : ee 33,609 84 

| $84,094 92 

| | | gOHOOL FUND—INCOME. So 

‘The amount of. money belonging to the School Fund Income, 

January 1,.1853, was. oe «5,540 1200 

Received, interest on account of lands sold 

prior to 1853, — a 47,369 64 

7 Interest on sales, 1853, 9,402 38 

«  onloans,  - , «8.847 88 | 

| « on gales, in advance, for 1854, 9,482 34 

| 
| | $73,680: 8h 

Disbursed on apportionment, $56,011 89 ~ 

Errors and overcharges refunded, - 473 82 : 

| 
56,185 71 

In Treasury, subject to apportionment,  .817,465 10 

| | UNIVERSITY YUND—PRINCIPAL. 

In Treasury, January 1, 1853, 81,995 58 

Received on sales during the year, 4,001 68 

cc on former sales, 9,020 62 : 

‘Five per cent penalties, - WT 64: 

oe : 7 ——_—— 11,095 47 

Loans made, | | . $9295 00. 

| Paid for publishing, OO ae) | 

a | | | ——— 228 25: 

| | | | In Treasury, 
$10,867 92
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UNIVERSITY FUND—INCOME. a Dr, | So 
In Treasury, Jan. 1, 18533, $1,817 29 | _ _Ree’d on gales made prior to 1853, 2,197 96 | — Ree’d on loans, —_ 2838 51 

: “Interest, in advance, for 1854, 350 14 a 
——— $6,616 25 

Paid Treasurer of University, $3,255 21 : i “interest on loan, 312 OL 
Refunded, error, | «42-97 
Publishing, | 15 500 | | —— 3,625 69 

| a | $2,990 56 
— THE FUND FOR THE BLIND 

Is in the same condition as at last Report. The tax levied in - 1850 brought into this fund $1,417 63, which has been drawn by | the Board of Trustees. There is yet charged to the counties, and unpaid, $405 84. : | 
Under the act of April 14, 1852, certain moneys belonging to the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers Improvement Fund, were required to he paid into the State Treasury. The lands, books, and effects of that Improvement have been transferred to a Company, but there still remains a balance in the Treasury of $129 38, 

STATE TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. . | The accounts kept in this office with the State Treasurer, during | the fiscal year ending 31st December, 18538, exhibit the following: | Dr. oo | 
| _ Sundry Receipts on General Fund, as per foregoing | 

statement, 
$152,296 44 Balance in Treasurer’s hands on ace’t of school fund, 4,777 15 ~ Receipts on school fund as per foregoing statement, 62,927 61 Balance.in Treasurer’s hands on account.of school = 

fund income, Co | 6,549 12 2 
, 7



| 
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Receipts on school fund income, as per foregoing 

| statement, : | | $68,101 69 — | 

Balance in Treasurer’s hands on account of Univer- | 

sity fund, OO | | | 1,995 58 

Receipts on University fund, as per previous state- 

ment, 7 : | 9,099 89 

Balance in Treasurers’s hands on account of Univer- | 

_ sity fund income, | ae 4,817 22 

Receipts on University fund income, — 4,799 03 

Receipts as Treasurer of Improvement fund, - 270 00 

| | $311,633 73 

Cr. 
| 

Balance overpaid on General fund, Dec. 81, 1852, 940 TL 

Sundry payments on General fund, as per forego- 

ing statement, | 159,466 48 

Payments on account of school fund, do., 33,609 84 

66 66 « . income, do. | «56,185 71 

«“ « of University fund, do., 998 25 

“ «“ “ “ ineome do., 8,625 69 

Overpaid on ace’t of Improvement fund, Dec. 31, 1852, 140 62 

| | Oo | $954,197 25 — 

| ) Balance, $57,436 48 

, Estimates of the expenses to be defrayed from the Treasury 

duriug the year 1854, are herewith transmitted, marked A, which 

may be recapitulated as follows : | | 

Salaries, &c. — $84,950 00 

Legislature, 
30,400 00 

State Departments | 4,000 00 | 

Miscellaneous, 
77,860 'T0 7 

_ oO _—_____—— 147,210 10 

The means applicable to the payment of the above named ex- 

_ penses are estimated as follows: | | Ce



a | il | | | : 
6 mill tax, payable in Feb. 1854, estim’d, $150,000 00 
Arrearages due from counties, | 9,882 74, | Reported due ‘from clerks of courts, = = —- 1,885 00 
Collectable on Canal Land dues, 38,000 00 | 
Due from sundry persons, estimated, © / 2,500 00 

_ . Hawkers and Pedlars, — 500 00 — | 
Iowa county orders, in Treasury, — 860 00 | 

a _ —————— 167,017 74 : 
_ The assessment returns for the present year, as far as received, 
will be found in the Appendix, marked B. 

In the last Annual Report from this department, the attention 
_ of the Legislature was called to the inefficient and unequal system 

of assessment and taxation now in practice in the State. From 
the census returns, it was ascertained that the assessed valuations 
of property in the several counties, upon which the State taxes 

» are based, bore no comparison with the real valuation, as given 
by the owners themselves, and stated in those returns; and it was 
also proven, that the comparative proportions in which the public 
taxes were borne by the counties were widely dissimilar, and pro- 
ductive of much injustice. For instance, it appeared that Grant 
county assessed herself and paid taxes upon 80 per cent of the 
true valuation of her property, while Dane paid upon 40 per cent. 
Some counties paid upon nearly their entire true valuation, while 
others paid upon two-thirds, one-half, and So on; one county (Ke- 
nosha,) paying on but 34 per cent. The Legislature, however, | 
either neglected or did not see fit to provide a remedy for this 
state of things; and it still exists, perhaps in a worse form than 
then. One county, finding that its neighbors were reducing their | 
assessments to a very low standard, is obliged to follow the same 
course, to prevent its being charged with an unequal share of the 
public burthen, and thus the process is carried on, from year to 
year, through the entire list and back again, each assessment be- | 
ing a reduction from the former one, until it has resulted, not in a 

_ compliance with the Constitution and Statutes, which provide ) 
that “the rate of taxation shall be uniform,” and that all property
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| shall be assessed at its “full cash value,” but in a contest among 

the counties to see which can make the lowest assessments. 

‘The only provision of law which had for its object the correc- 

tion of this evil, has been found to be entirely inadequate. This 

was the establishment, in 1852, of a State Board of Equalization, 

consisting of the Governor, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Attor- 

ney General and State Superintendent, whose duty it was to 

adjust the differences among the counties, and add to or deduct 

: from their assessment returns as might be necessary. But the 

Legislature in creating this, otherwise, very useful Board, entirely 

omitted to provide any means for furnishing it with the necessary 

data upon which to make the contemplated changes, and left it to 

ground its action upon the returns of the assessors, and take as a 

basis their estimates already proven to be inaccurate, and for the | 

identical purpose of correcting which the Board was created. The | 

first meeting of this Board was held in accordance with law, on 

the second Monday of February last, and subsequently two ad- ° 

journed meetings were held, but they found it entirely out of their 

power to make alterations in the returns except upon assumptions 

as to the value of property, on which there was no tangible proof. 

They therefore declined taking any further action in the matter. 

The extreme difficulty of arranging a system of taxation which 

_ shall keep up a just equilibrium among the counties, must be ad-_ 

| mitted. It has formed the ground-work in older commonwealths 

for more legislation probably than any other subject, without 

~ yesulting in entire success; and here, where the value of property 

is changing every day, the task must be considerably greater. 

But that very fact shows the impropriety of allowing a defective 

system to exist and continue without at least attempting an ap- 

proach to a correction. 7 oo 

In the last Report of this Department, suggestions were made 

| with the view of forming a plan for a remedy of these evils, and 

| I take the liberty of again calling attention to them, not as spe- 

7 cifies for a very obstinate disease, but as incipient steps which 

may lead to the ultimate correction of the difficulty. If the Re-
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_ gisters of Deeds in the several counties were required each year 
to return to this department an abstract of the conveyances of land , during the year, setting forth the descriptions with the prices sold 

_ for, a very reliable means, beyond the influence of the ASSESSOFS, 
would be furnished for getting at the real value of property in the | several counties. With such data at hand, the Board of Equaliza- _ 
tion would find comparatively little difficulty in determining the. 
correctness of assessments. If with this plan another one was 
combined, requiring the assessors to include in their returns a | schedule of acres tilled, amount of grain raised, together with its 
net value in their several districts, a very important and valuable | aid would be rendered towards the same object, and the State 
would be in possession of statistical information regarding its own 

- industrial interests, which could be procured in no other manner, 
The plan of lesting property, especially personal property—or in 
other words, requiring the tax-payer to disclose his property | under oath, is now in successful practice in several States. In 
Ohio it has been in nse two years, with good results; and in In- | diana, as stated in the Auditor's Report for 1852, it has already 

_ added seventy-five millions of dollars to the list of taxables, 

. Some further and more adequate provision for the auditing of 
accounts against the State, seems to be necessary. The Secretary 
of State is now constituted ex-officio Auditor; but in the absence | _ of any requirement for passing claims through his hands before 

_ payment, he rarely ever sees one, and does not at all, in fact, un- | less it is especially referred to him by the Legislature. During | the session—and generally during the last week or two of the 
session—the claims which have been accruing through the year are thrown in a mass into the Legislature, there to be passed upon 
hurriedly by committees who, as a general thing, are unacquainted 
with the facts and have notime for investigating them. Itis not 
presumed, of course, that the Secretary, or any other officer, is 
better qualified than such committees to determine the justice of 
a claim; but if provision is made for their adjustment and pay- | ment by him at any time during the year, claimants would not be



forced to wait months for their pay—would have no inducement _ 

to add a per-centage to their accounts to cover interest—the aud- 

iting officer would have time to investigate and become acquainted 

with the facts connected with them—and most of the time and 

expense usually consumed by the Legislature in passing accounts 

would be saved. If it is deemed advisable to make a change in 

this respect, it is suggested that a sufficient contingent fund be 

appropriated and set aside to be drawn upon by the auditor, and 

that no accounts, except those actually coming under the head of 

Legislative Expenditures, be paid until they have passed through 

| -his hands. To retain a check upon the Auditor, and allow the 

Legislature an opportunity for a supervision, and, if necessary, & ~ 

correction of his acts, his authority might extend only to the pay- — 

| ment of, say, three-fourths of the amount of audited claims, the 

balance to be paid on the approval of the proper legislative com- 

mittee, or the Legistature itself. This plan has already been 

adopted for the past two years, in the payment of State Printing, 

and is believed to have been entirely successful. | 

Some change might be made with advantage in the time fixed 

for distributing the School Fund, and by authorizing a transfer 

from the General Fund in the hands of the County Treasurer, due 

the State, to the School Fund due the counties. Under existing 

laws the State tax is due and payable into the Treasury from the 

several counties on or before the second Monday of February— 

and the School Fund is due and payable back to ‘the same coun. 

ties on the 15th day of March. To pay the State tax, and to 

receive the School Fund, requires two trips to be made by the 

County Treasurer within a few weeks of each other. It is sug- 

gested that the reports from the several school districts upon 

which the State Superintendent bases the apportionment of the 

School moneys, be required to be made sufficiently early to enable 

- that officer to notify the several counties of the amounts due them 

in time to deduct it from the moneys due the State. This, of 

course, will not require any change in the mode of paying the 

- interest on Sehool lands and loans. It involves nothing more than
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a simple transfer by the State Treasurer from the School to the 
General Fund. / (> BS ee | 

Some arrangément on the part of the State for the distribution 
of the Session Laws among the several counties, would be “pro- 
ductive of muck benefit, and avoid a good deal of trouble and | embarrassment in this department. The laws reach this office 
from the printer late in the year, and are then packed ready for delivery, subject to the order of the counties ; but, with the excep- e tion of a few counties lying along express routes, none get them 
unless by providing means for conveyance. This is an uncertain, 
expensive, and” inefficient system, and the result is constant com- - —plaint from the various county and town officers, who do not get the 
Laws of one year before the Legislature convenes to amend or | Tepeal them. Of the Laws of the past year, more than halfare still) in my custody, awaiting means to be transmitted to their destina- : tion. It is suggested respectfully, that the Secretary of State be authorized to provide and pay for their distribution as soon ag printed, and charge the expenses, p70 rata, upon the several coun- . ties, to be repaid annually with the taxes, Or, if the Secretary be authorized to invite proposals, and contract for their delivery, the service might be performed cheaper and with greater dis. patch, oe So 7 | 

~ In connection with this subject, it may not be improper to urge upon the attention of the Legislature the plan now adopted in many States, of publishing the Laws immediately upon their enactment, in the newspapers published in the State, or at least : that portion of them which are of general importance. The diff- culties constantly occurring in our courts, and in the ordinary | business transactions among men, from a want of knowledge of new provisions of law bearing often upon the most weighty inter- : ests, are too well known to be detailed here; and may be entirely obviated by the plan suggested, | | | 

The situation of affairs connected with the Canal Land Mort--
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gages belonging to the State, has not materially changed since the’ 

last report of this department ; and their present tangled and 

unsatisfactory condition demands the immediate attention of the 

Legislature ; not only for the purpose of realizing to the Treasury 

| whatever is due to the State upon them, but for the settling of 

disputes as to payments asserted to have been made. 

I have no means of presenting to the Legislature a full state- _ 

e ment of this matter. In answer to a resolution adopted at the | 

winter session of the last Legislature, I made as thorough a state- 

ment of it as was possible, accompanied with a letter from the 

Attorney General explaining his action in the premises, and these 

were referred to a special committeee in the Assembly. As far as | 

can be ascertained, the result of the deliberations of that commit- 

tee has never been made known. I will briefly recapitulate. The 

act of July 26, 1848, provided for the delivery by the Register of 

Canal Lands, to the Secretary of State, of all books, mortgages, 

é&c., in his office, but there is nothing on record in this office 

showing the number or amount of mortgages 80 delivered. 

| The same act also provided for the transmission by the Secre- 

tary of State, . to the Attorney General, of mortgages upon 

 Jands in the counties of Milwaukee, Waukesha and Jefferson, for 

foreclosure and collection. Certain mortgages were thus trans- 

mitted; but in what number or amount I am unable to determine 

from any official source. — An adveatisement on file, dated March 

94, 1851, issued by the Secretary of State, giving notice that pay- 

ment was required upon certain mortgages therein named, is the | 

only document touching that question. It embraces a list of sixty- 

six mortgages. The amounts due upon some of these have reached 

the Treasury during the past three years; twenty-seven of them’ 

have been returned to this office uncollected ; and there are 

twenty-four now out and not accounted for, as follows : 

Mortgagors. Am’t due. Mortgagros. Am’t due, 

Henry Shew, $144 00 Thomas B. Hart, — $144 00 

_ E. Sanderson, — 144 00 Charles Hart, — 144 00 

Charles H. Larkin, 144 00 Henry Skinner, 275 00° 

Clinton Walworth, 129 69° Benjamin A. Morey, 138 55
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Mortgagors. | Am’t due. Mortgagors. Am’t due. 

John Hustis,, 194 84 Wooster Harrison, 160 00 
Dudley Little, $257 02 Thomas C. Horner, $80 00 
M. L. Burdick, 40 00 L. J. Barber, 140 40 
Wn. P. Clark, 822 387 Wm. ©. Gates, 25 00 
A. L. Castleman, 160 00 Clinton Bushnell, 144 40 
John McLane, 160 00 Robert Masters, 800 00 Curtis B. Brown, 160 00 Henry A. Clark, 80 00 
John Gattley, — 8000 Henry Redford, 80 00 

| It will be a matter worthy of the attention of the Legislature, 
perhaps, to determine how far payments made by the mortgagors 
to persons other than the Treasurer shall be allowed in liquida- 
tion of these mortgages, as evidences of such payments, are fre- 
quently being exhibited to this department, and the cancellation _ 

| of mortgages demanded thereupon. Having no authority to ac- 
knowledge the validity of any payments which have not actually 

_ reached the Treasury, such cancelling has been declined ; but it is 
very evident that most, if not all, of this class of payments have 
been made in good faith, and some provision should be made for 
their allowance. | 

In the account betayeen the State and David Merrill, late Re- 
ceiver of Canal Lands, as it exists upon the books in this office, 
the balance against him ig stated at $8,563 98, and this amount is | 
somewhat increased by the recent production of receipts given by 
him for moneys paid, which were not included in the accounts. 
The stating of that account each year in the Reports of this de- | . partment, will do little towards enforcing a settlement, and the 
annual allusion to it might be hereafter profitably dispensed with | 
by providing for its equitable adjustment through the proper offi- 
cer. 

| | 

The issue of Improvement Fund Certificates, since the date of 
last Report, has been as follows: 

Jan. 21.—Nos. 63 and 64, $1,000 each, payable to Fitch P. Tall. 
madge, five years from date, at Oshkosh, with interest at 12 per 
cent, | | 

3 | |
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Feb. 7.—Nos. 65 to 68, $1,000 each, payable to White, Resley | | 

-& Arndt, at time, place, and with interest as above. ae 

Feb. §.—No. 69, $1,000, payable to Fitch P. Tallmadge, at. | 

time, place, and with interest as above. 

Feb. 11._-Nos. 70 to 74, $1,000 each, payable to Nelson Mc- 

Neal, at time, place, and with interest as above. . | 

Of the certificates which have been heretofure delivered to the 

Governor, Nos. 12, 13, and 36, for $1,000 each, have been re- — | 

turned to this oftice by him, not having been issued, and were — 

- destroyed. : | oe | 

‘The total amount of these certificates now out is $71,000. to 

“The several members of the Fox and Wisconsin Improvement 

~ Company, in compliance. with sec. 2 of the act of July 6, 1853, | 

organizing that company, did, on the 20th day of July, file inthis — 

office their several bonds, in the sum of $25,000 each, properly | 

justified, and with the conditions as specified in that act. The 

company also filed in this office, on the same day, an instrument 

executed in due form by White, Resley & Arndt, Morgan L. Mar- 

tin, William A. Barstow, Wm. McNaughten & Co., and Curtis — 

Reed, contractors, releasing the State from all claims and demands | 

which they had or claimed to have a gainst it, either for work per- 

formed under their respective contracts, or for damages by reason 

of any non-fulfilment of such contract or contracts by the State. — 

Since the filing of those papers, the company has deposited with 

| the State Treasurer evidences of indebtedness against the Im- | 

provement Fund as follows: , | | 

Certificate of Board of Public Works, dated July 26, 

1853, that there was due to Morgan L. Martin, for 

interest paid by him on Improvement scrip, to Sime- | | 

| on Draper,—Nos. 1 to 183, for £500 each, 86,091 97 

Estimate for repairs at Rapide Croche, | 1,000 60 | 
64 “ work at 6< 66 | | 1,700 00 

6c for dam timber at Little Chute WIT 90 a 

«work at Kaukana, : 4,721 34
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Estimate for dam timber at Kaukana, | 696 80 “work at do, .«2BBO 49 

a | 16,547 33 Interest to July 20, 1853, / / 88 98 
| | | $16,586 31 Less amount overpaid, March 16, 1858, 40 86 

| : | B16 545 45 Certificate of Board of Public Works, dated July 28, 
1853, that there was due to the several. contractors 
at Grand Chute, Cedar Rapids, Little Chute, and | 
Kaukana, for work done up to July 20, 1853, and 
unpaid, as follows: | Oo 

Wm. McNanghten & Co., $14,399 49 | White, Resley & Arndt, | 8,665 80 7 Morgan L. Martin, (Little Chute,) : 7,772 79 : Do. (Kaukana,) 81.964 56 | Warrant to Mary E. Grignon, paid by Company, 25 00 _ White, Resley & Arndt, do. 275 56 
| | | Total, $69,648 65 : Since the filing of these evidences of indebtedness, the company _ | have selected thereupon, in pursuance of Section 4 of said act, — 54,674 10-100 acres of land, valued at $1 25 per acre, and amount- | ing, in all, to $68,342 62. A list of these lands is herewith ap- 
pended, marked D. 

ae 
_ Notices have been received at this office that the following 
drafts, drawn by the Board of Public Works on the Treasurer of 
the Board, have been protested for non-payinent; payment there- 
on having been demanded at the office of the Treasurer of the Fox 
vnd Wisconsin Improvement Company, at Green Bay, and re- 
fused; and that the holders thereof require payment of said drafts from the State of Wisconsin, to wit: 

Draft, No. 472, to F. P. Tallmadge for $50 00 
6c 817, Thos W. Palmer « — 150 00
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_ Draft No. 714, to C. M. Durang, for $50 00 

825, Perry H. Smith | 97 87 

| 718, ©. M. Durang 200 00 | 

728, David M. Loy | 15 00 | 

738, ‘I. Ten Eyck | AT 33 

681, D.M. Loy - 18 50 

769, Ira N. Hawley | 100 00° 

702, White, Resley and Arndt, A1T 28 

722, John Hodgson, | — 48 94 | 

710, Ira N. Hawley | 75 00 

- 708, do. ~ 900 00 

| 700, White, Resley and Arndt 206 58 | 

720, J. 8. Buck an 4 00 a | 

797, John Marshall 99 138 

618, F.P. Tallmadge ~ 20 00 

| 715, J.B. Wignan . 125 00 

| 827, Elisha Morrow oo 170 66 

907, Theodore Conkey 50 00 

792, White, Resley and Arndt 96 80 

The act of July 6, 1853, required the Secretary of State to com- | 

municate to the Legislature the result of a vote at the general 

election of November 8, 1853, upon the question of a Prohibitory a 

Liquor Law. The result of that vote was as follows: The whole: 

number of votes cast upon ‘the question was 51,632; of which 

number 27,519 were in favor of the law—24,109 were against it—- . 

and 4 were blank. | 

| Respectfully submitted, | — 

| CHARLES D. ROBINSON, 

| Secretary of State. |



APPENDIX, 

| A. 

| Estimated Expenses and Liabilities to be defrayed from the 
| Treasury during the Year 1853. | 

SALARIES, &C., APPROPRIATED. | | 
Governor, - - - - $1,250 00 
Secretary of State, .  - - - 1,200 00 | 
Treasurer, - - - = ~~ - 800 00 
Attorney General, - - - 800 00 
State Superintendent, - - - 1,000 00 | 
Bank Comptroller, — - - = = ~~ 2,000 00. | 

| Chief and Associate J udges Sup. Court, 6,000 00 
7 Judges of Circuit Court, — - - 10,500 00 | 
Librarian, - - - - 600 00 
Adjutant General, - - - 300 00 
Deputy Secretary of State, - - 600 00 
Governor’s Contingent Fund, - - 600 00 

_ -CP’ks in Office of Treasurer & Superint’t, 1,200 00 
Traveling Expenses of State Superint’t, 600 00 | 
Interest on State Bonds, for $100,000, - 7 900 00 

a - |  ——— $34,950 00 
LEGISLATURE. 

| Per diem of Members, Officers, Clerks, &c. 25,000 00 | Mileage, - - - -- 1,900 00 | | Postage and Newspapers, - . = 6,500 00 ) 
| Incidental Printing,  - - - 5,000 00 

Stationery, - . -  . = 9,000 00— 
| | ——— $40,000 00 .



OB 29 | | 

STATE DEPARTMENT. | 

Stationery, Books, and Blanks, - $2,000 00 : 

Postage, - - - - 800 00 

Extra Clerk hire, , - . - - © 1,200 00 
| | | ———— 4,000 00 

MISCELLANEOUS. : | , 

Amount overpaid by Treasurer on ac- oO , , 

count of General Fund, ~ - - 8,110 70 " a 

Asylums for Deaf, Dumb, and Blind, - 5,000 00° | 

- Sheriff and Clerk Supreme Court, fees, - 350 00 | 

State Prison—Salary of Commissioner, * - 

transporting and maintaining prison- : 
ers, &e., - - - - 12,500 00 

State Printing and Publication of Laws, 15,000 00 
Due to different persons on Appropria- | 

tions and otherwise, - _— - 1230000 © 
__ Unpaid Expenses of Impeachment Trial, 11,500 00 , 

100 vols. Supreme Court Report, - 800 00 | 
Publication of Laws other than by State | 

Printer, ee - - 800 00 

Miscellaneous Items and Claims, Taxes - 
refunded, distribution of Laws & Do- oe | 

cuments - - - =: 12,000 00 | 
——_———— $77,860 70 

a $157,210 70
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. A TABLE exhibiting the Taxable Property of the State for the Year 
1853, and the Amount of the Six Mill Tax levied for the same Year, 
and payable in February, 1854; also, thé Arrearages due from the several 
Counties on the 31st day of December, 1853. | 

: Total Amount eae: Arrearages, ‘ . ).. ; Six Mill Tax | Counties, | of Taxable Property | for 1853. | December 31, 

— ee ee ee . 

Adams, ete | $135,065 00 | $810 39 - = 
Bad Ax, - - 123,003 00 |. 738 OL | - = 
Brown, - - : 451,111 68 | | 2.706 67 $875 28 

| Calumet, - - 287,821 68 1,726 93 91 36 Crawford, -  - 196,281 00 | 1,177 68 ok 
Columbia, - — - 1,104,766 00 | 6,628 60 | - = 
Dane, - 1,726,319 68 10,357 92 - = 
Dodge, ~ 925,734 00 | 5,554 40 | - = 
Fond du Lac, . - 1,633,445 00 | 9,800 67 | - = 
Grant, - 1,£06,478 00 | 10,838 87 - - 
Green, . ~ | 681,723 00 4,090 34. : | 251 02 
Iowa, - - - | 920,222 00 8,521 33 ! - - 
Kewaunee, - - | 36,043 64 | 216 26 | 105 86 
La Crosse, - ~~ - | 309,116 00 | 1,854 70. | 255 55 
Manitowoc, - — - | 551,647 73 3,309 88 | © 535 10 
Milwaukee, « - - 3,124,482 21 18,746 89 | 1,496 57 
Outagamie, - - | 337,738 00 2,026 43 | 654 84 

| Ozaukee, - — - 395,481 42 2374 09 - - 
Oconto, - . | 38,160 00 498 96 280 78 
Portage, - | 200,156 50 | 1,200 90 1,308 82 
Pierce, - 27,616 60 167 70 ~ = 

| Rock, - - - | 1,747,921 00 10,487 53 - = 
Richland, - - 158,188 00 949 13 194 58 
St. Croix,  - - 99,267 00 595 60 602 35 
Sauk,-  - -| 521,065 40 | 3,131 79 | 351 22 
Sheboygan, - - {|  -950,1382 00 5,700 79 277 62 
Washington,--—- 507,492 56 | 3,044 95 | 1 43 
Waukesha, - —- 1,581,113 86 | 9,486 68 _ 
Waupacca, - — - 121,253 25 | 727 52 202 84 
Waushara, - - 175,968 44 | 1,055 78 - — 
Winnebago, - -|  . 804,289 29 | | 4,825 73 306 61 
La Fayette, - — - _ _ = - 1,397 11 
La Pointe, -°  -— ~ ~ - _ 25 48 
Walworth, - - : _ _ _ - | 93 44 
Marathon, - - - = | _ _ | 124 88 

| : | $21,725,191 34 $130,353 12 $9,332 74
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The following Counties have made no returns of taxable prop- 

erty for the year 1853: | | | a 

Buffalo, La Fayette, a 

Clark, La Pointe, | 

Chippewa, Marathon, 

Door, Marquette, a 

Jackson, Polk, © | | 

Jefferson, ~ Racine, 

Kenosha, Shawana and Walworth.
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i C. | 
Abstract of Marriages, Births, and Deaths, from Suly 20th, oo | 1852, to July 20th, 1853. 

| ie i ae | ee per 
Counties, es me Dea | Counties, | Marriages. “ Deaths 

Adams ; _ | oo — hwo . | _ - ~ 
Bad Ax “Foo - | — {Milwaukee - 92 - 1 
Brown - 2] - - | Outagamie - 26 2 3 Buffalo — - - _ - ‘Oconto - _ = - 
Calumet -T 3 2 | _ | Portage - | 4 | _ _ Clark ’ _ _ _- Racin -_ ~ ~ ~ Chippewa ~ ~ — — |;Ozaukee . . | ~ — ~_ Crawford = - _ ~ — |lPolk - | _ _ ~ Columbia - 36 ~ — |iPierce - ~ ~ ~ ‘Dane -| 109 1 — |Richland = - 3 a Dodge “| 58 | 21; 5 Rock = - -~{ = Door - - | ~ | — St. Croix = - 2 | — ~ Fond du Lae - _ _ — ||Sauk *e 81 ~ ~ Grant .| “100 | ~ — ||Shawana -. _ _ _~ Green -| 61 _ ~ | Sheboygan - 98 93 1 Towa — “| - -f{oo- | Walworth - | _ _ _ Jackson - ~ — — || Washington - 60 1 T Jefferson ’ 38 8 11 ||Waukesha .- | 14 _ - 

Kenosha -!. 1B oF 8 — ||Waupacca = - 5 _ _ La Crosse’ - _ | _ | ~ ||Waushara - _ _ _ La Fayette - — _ ~ | Winnebago - | 33 | _ ~ La Pointe . - _ ~ _ ule os Marathon = - - ~ — Os 884 | 180 | 28 | 
Manitowoe - 36 2 | = | _— > 

4 | 
| |
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| D. 

List of Lands selected by the Fou and Wisconsin Improvement 

Company. 

List No. I. Filed August Ist, 1853, : 

| Town. Range. Sect. Description. Acres. Hths 

«18 14 5 whofswqr - - - - 80 00 
” 7 eh andswqr and seqr of nwar - 5382 28 

- ” 13 nw qr and lots No. 4, 5, 6 and 7 - 290 55 
- , 15 sh ofs w qr - - - - 79 99 

i ” 17 negrofne qr - - - - 40 -00 

yo” 19 wh of ne qrand wh of n w qr and se qr of | 
| nw qr - - - - 213 28 

” 27 seqrofnwar - - - - 40 0 | 
” 29 Lot No 7 - - - - 52> 60 

. n 31 ehofseqrandswqrofseqr - - 120- 00 
” » ehofswar andn wqrofswqrandlotNo2 298 59 

: 0 32 swqrandehofnwar - - - 240 00 
, ” 33 ehofneqrandnhofsegqr - - 160 60 

17 ” 5 whofneqrandnhofnwar - - 174 34 
” » » ehofsw qr and n w qr of s war - 120 00 
7 ” 9 seqrofneqr - - - - 40 00 
” ” 10 nhofnwgqr - -. - - 80 00 

18 15 1 nwfr qr - - - - 18 84 
r ” 3. Lot No 2 - - - - 64 00 
P ” 7 sear - - - - 156 58 | 
, » 9 Lot No 3 - - - - 11 12. 
, » 11 negqrofswar - - - _ 40 00 

y 17 Lot No 8 - - - - 1 0O7 

19 ” 17 ehofne qrand s w qr ofne qr and 8 e qr of 

| gswqr . - . - 160 00 
* ” 21 s eqr ofs w qr and lot No6 - - 100 82
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Town. Range. Sect. Description. , Acres. Hths- 

19 15 28 Lots Nos 1 and 2 - - - 69 20 
. ” 25 south half - - - - 820 . 00 

» 27 Lots 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 - - 294 84 © 
” ” » Shofswqrands wqrofseqrandlotNo9 163 60 
” 9 29 se qrofseqr - - - - 40 00 

” ” 33 nhandehofse qr - - _ > 406 00 

9 ” 85 ehnegqrandehsegr - - - 160 00 

” ” » Rmeqrswqrandnwgrseqr - - 80 00 
” ” » 8 waqrnegqrand lots No 1 and 2 - - 116 33 

18 16 9 Lot Nol — - — - - 36 45 

19 ” » Shofswar - - - - 86 00 
. ” 17 nwqrneq - - - - 40 00 
” 17 7 sw qrand sw qrofne qr - - 200 00 

21 ” 11 nhofswqr - - - - 80 00 | 
” ” 15 neqrofnwgr - - - - 40 60 

15 18 8 seqgrofnwqrandnwgrofswqr _ - 80 00 
16 ) 11 eh of ne qr and n wqr of n eqr - 120 oOo. 
» ” 27 seqrofswaqr - - - - 40 00 

oy ” 83 neqrofneqr - - - - 40 00 
19 ” 1 seqrandehofnegr - - - 240 00 
20.  y 1 swqrandwhofsegr - - = 240 0 | 

‘4 ” 11 swqrofswar - - - ° - 40 00 

” ” 138 whofneqrandseofne - - 120 00 

” ” » mh wqrandsw qrofswar - - 200 00 

” 9 25 neqr - - - - 160 900 

el ” 1 ehofswqr ands w of sw - = 320 00 
. » 8 south half - - = 820 00 
yg 5 whofseqrandseofse - = 120 00 

” ” 9 ehofneqrandnwgqrofneqr . - 120 00 . 

” 9 11 Lots No1,2,3and4 - - - 182 20 

” >) 15 neqrandnwqrofnwar - - 200 00 

"ogy yy 17 nwqrof nwqr - - . 40 00 

9 ” 83 whofseqr - oo - - 80 00 

9 » 35 ehofseqrandshofnegqrandlotNol 206 86 
1719 30 nwqrnwqr - - - - 37 ~=680 

19°, 5 All of - - - 640 00
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Town. Range. Sect. Description. Acres. Hths. 

19 19 7 whandneqr and wh ofseqr - - 560 0 

7 , 17 nhofawgr - - ~ - 93 26 

20 5 shofneqranduhofseqrandneofsaw 200 00 
” . 7 whofswqrands wofse - - 108 179 

” " 17 swaqr - - - - 160 00 

, » 19 All of . . - 624 Of 
21 ” 1 negqrandehofnwar - - - 249 96 

. ,* ” 1l seqrofnwar - - - 40 00 

” 9 13 neqrandnhofseqrandswgqrofseqr 280 00 
” 15 neqrofnwar - - - - 46 00 

) o 21 ehandswqrandehofnwar - - 6560 oO 
” , 13 whofswqr - - - - 80 00 

; , 29 Allof - - . - 640 00 
” ” ol east half - - - - 3820 OO | 

” ” 33 nhofswqrandshofnwar_ - - 160 00 

” ” » O wqrofnw qrands wqrofne grand nw 

of se qr - - - - 120 00 
22 ms 11 Lot No 1 - - - - 50 20 | 

” os 13 Lots 1 and 2, and n w qr of s w qr - 140 90 . 
” ” 15 nhandehofswqrandnwqrofswqr 480 00 
" " » OQwaqrofseqr - - - - 40 00 
” ” 21 neqrandehofnwar - - - 240 00 

” " 23 nhandswaqr - - ~ - 480 00 
” " 25 ehof seqr - -- - - 80 »=6.:. 00 

” ” 27 seqr ands w qr ofn war . - 200 00. 
” " 29 shofne qr - - a - 80 =. 00 

21 20 5 neqrandneqrofnwgqrandneqrofseqr 243 50 
’ os 7 ehofnegrandwhofnwaqr - - 161 97 
” ” » Swqrandwhofsegrandneqrofseqr 283 21 
” » 18 whofnwqrandnegqrofnwqrandnw © 

qrofneqr - - - - 164 05— 
22 » Il ehofneqrands w qrofneqr - 120 00 

” " » §Wqrandn w qr ofseqr - - 200 90 

” 9 15 ehofseqr : . - - so =: 00 

” ” » Whofswqr - - - - 80 =: 00 

” " 17 whofsegr - - “ ~ sd 00
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List No 2, Filed August 31st, 1853. 

Town. Range. Sect. Description. | Acres. Hths. 

15 9 35 ehofneqrandwhofs e qr - -- 160 00 | 
16 9 35 wh ofs w qr andse qr of 8 w qr - . 120 00: 

18 «10 7 eh of n w qr and s w qr of n w qr and w hof 
s wqr - - - - 176 98 

14 » 1 Lots No 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6 and 7, and se qr of s Oo 
| e qr - - - - $821 47 

. m 1 wh ofs w qr and ne qr of s w qr - 120 00 
» , 38 neqrand nw qrand e h of s e qrands w 

.  grofswaqr - : -, - - 440 932 
» » ® ehofneqrandnwqrofne qr - 120 53 — 
» m 9 neqrofnegr - - - 40 00 
. 9 13 neqrofnegr - - - - 40 00 
. ” 7 swqrands w qr of seqr - - 181 00 
” mM 17 whofnwgr - - - - 74 35 
» » 19 neqrandseqrofnwqrandnegr ofswar 240 00 
” ) » e@hofseqrandnwaqrofsear - - 120 00 
” ” 29 nwqrofnwqgqr- - - - 40 00 
» ” 31 w h of n w qr and e h of ¢ w qr and n w qr , 

: of s w qr - - - -- 172 19 
15 ” 1 Lots No 1, 2, 3 and 6, and ne qr of n Ww qr 206 89 

” ” 3 neqrof neqrandseqrof swaqrandnh 

of nw qr - - - - 177 08 
» ‘) 5 nh of ne qr ands w qr of ne qrandse qr 

of s e qr y - - - W495 
my 7 swqrand whofnwqrandseqrofnwar 224 52 
” » 9 negrofseqr - - - - 40 00 
” » 11 s h of n e qr and wh of n w qr - = 71 16 
” ” » Swaqrofnwqrandswqrandshofseqr 299 94 | 
” . 13 ne qr and s e qr, s w qr ands w qrofnwaqr 520 00 | 
” ” 15 Lots No 3, 4, and 5, andn e qr of s w qr - 159 00 | 
» ” 19 nw qr ards w qr and nh of ne qrand wh oe . 

ofseqr - - - - 481 O04 
” , 21 shofswaqr - = - - 80 00 
” ” 23 All of - - - = OTT 74
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own. Range. Sect. | Description. ee Acres. Hths.  - 

| ee 95 Lots 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, and nh of n‘w eee 

qrandshofswqr - 0 = 7 409. 69 5 

2 27 Lot3 and se qr and whofnw qr. - 254: 92 

» - 29 seqrandshofneqr - © =. 240 oO | 

” ” » neqgrofnwqr and s w qr of n w qt - 80 = 00 | 

» yy 31 neqrofneqrandwhofneqr 
120 OO : 

> ” » nwqrandnh ofs w qr and nhofseqr 285 05 

m ” 33 All of - - - = 640 00 

» " 35 n'eqrofne qrand wh of neqr- - 120 00. 

sg . ,» nwqrands w qr, and w h of se qr - 400 00 

1 ln 95 neqrofneqr and s.e gr of se qr - 80 =: OU 

” . 29 «sh of seqr and shofswqr - . - 160 .00 

® ,» ot nwa and ne gt.and se qr - - 355 20. 

» ” 33 nwqrands w qr of ne qr - -- 200 00. 

>” 35 swaqrofswqr- | - - - .40 00 

ga il i seqr and swqr- - oe - 320, 00 

» ” 8 ehofneqr -. oe - -— 80. =: 00 

” sy 5 shandnwaqrswqrofneqr - o- (428 48 

> . 7 neqrandehofnwqr - - - 240 00 

» ” " ehofswqrandnhofseqr - - 160 00 

. ” 9 nwqrands w qr and se qr - - 472 80. 

» 7 9 whofe qrandseqr ofneqr-. - 4120 #4200 

» ” 10 whofseq - - - so 00 

| » ” 17 neqrofnegr andnwgrofnwgqr . - 80 =—s«O8 

~ , 18 neqrofnwqr - - - - 40 00 

15> oy 1 Lots No4 and 5 - - - - 70 90 | 

» » . 8 neqgrandse qr and 5 w qr - - 480 04 

~ | » 5 ehofnwgrandn ¥ qr of n w qr - 120 £02 

» yd whofnw qr and whofswqr - - 160 00 

~ oo». 7 nmegrandsegr - se = 820 00 

. >» 2 seg and ne qr of sw qr ee 200 00 

” ” 9 ehofnwqrnwq ofnwar -. - 120 00 

” ” i neqrandeh of n w qr -— - = 940 00 

we » seqrands w qr - | - 820 00 

” » 18 All of - - —- 640 00. 

% ” . 15 All of 
e | - - - 640 00



Town. Range. Sect. Description. ° . - oe 7 : Acres. Hths., | 

16 11 17) Allof ee 60 00, 
» 19 Allof, fractional, = a - 272 97 
’ 21 nhofnegr and n h of n Wqt - - 160 «(00 

» 9 28° All of, fractional): 9° Bos - - 453 42 | | " " 31 swaqrofse qr 7 | he a" . . 40 00 : 

: List No. 3. Filed August 31st, 1853. ST 
18 8 = Ll mwqrofmegr- - 46 40°) . . » @hofneqr  . ae _- 86 25 

. » 18 ehofmwqr - 9... - 80 00 
_ ” 25 whofsw qt and s w qr of n w qr. = 120... 00 
» 4 » neqrofne qr and s e qt of se qr - 80 00. 

»  » SWwqrofnegr - - ee 40 OQ 
14 . 1 whofnegqrandwhofs eqr - - 170 68 | oy im » lwqr.and s wqr - ee 338. 58 | » 9 3 nwgqrofsegqr - - - 40 00. | 
7 - oy TY" wh of ne qr and whofseqr . - 160. 00 
a | ” » Seqr of se qr and e h of sw qr - - 120 00 
» y» 18 neqrands hofseqr - - - 240 00 
” ” » § eqr of SW qrandsw qr of n wqr oo. =. 80. 00 - 1 Sly sCidMdL Seqrofsegqr - - “ - 40 09 
” 9 13 shofnegr and s e qrand se qr ofswaqr 280 00. » oy 23 nw qr and w bof w qrand wh of se qr —38200C«D 

| » ” ~—25 se qr ands w qr and n w qr fn wqr - 360 99 
» oy » Shofneqrandghofnwgr - = 160 , 00 | 
oy yy RT nhofneqrands e qr of nw qr - > 129 oo | 
oy ” ” : @ hofs wqr and eh of segr_ - 7 160 00 | - » 0 35 ~All of . | - - oe, - 640 . 00 . 

8B 9 1 nhofneqrandse qrofnegr - =: 12000 
nr) ” 3 Lot No 3 and Seqrofseqr -. . .. 91 20 ~— yo oy 5 neqrofn eqrand wh ofneqr-- - 1382 .49 © mo» » Nwqrands w qr ands w qr of se qr = 874 06 
m4 7 wh of s WwW qr and se qr of s W qr =: - = 109 5§4 ': ” ” 9 Lots No6 and T- . - =) 140. 29 . | . 
OM ll ne qr and n w qr and seqr and ne qr ofs oo - Wqr . . -  # -520° 000
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Town. Range. Sect. Description. _ 
eres, H tha. 

— 18 9 19 nwagrandnhofswqr - - - 284 00 

7 ” 27 eh of se qr and n w qrofs eqr - = 120 00: 

” » 9 s w qr of ne qr and eh of n w qr and 8 w a 

qr ofnwaqr - - - - 160 00 

/ : 3 21 nwqrofswqrand se qr ofswqr* - 80 «00. 

- . 29 ehofneqrandeh of ge qr ands w qr of oo 

, se qr - - - = 200-00 

» » 31 nwqgrofnwqr- -— - - 36 44 

14° 9 1 neqrand se qrand sh of s w qr - 4005 00- 

- ) 9 ne qr of s w qr and wh ofn w qrandne 

qrofnwqr - - - - 159 96 

» ” 3 neqrandseqr of n w qr - + 200 88 

» - , ehofseqrandnwaqr ofseqr - - 120 00 

| - , '5 ehofneqrand nw qr of ne qr and lots 

7 No8and4 - - a - 906 74. 

| » yo shofnwqr - ae - . 68 «78 

» ” 9 Lots No 1 and 6 - - - - 103 46 

» ” 11 ehof neqrandehse qr oo  - 160 00- 

yy ) . nw qr of ne qr and n w qrofse qr = 80 00: 

9 ) 13 seqr and eh of n eqr and nw qrofneqr 280 00 

” - 15 neqr ands e qr and ne qr of sw qr - 860 #400 

” ” ” Lots No 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 - - 216 BO 

” ” 19 shofnwaqrandsw qr ofne qr ~- 108 05 

” ” , Sshofseandshswqr- 
 - - 448 49 

. ° 23 swrofs w qrand lots No 5 and 7 - 113 = 40 

° m 25 seqrandse qrofneqr - - 200 00: 

” ” ,» Wwhofnegqrandeh ofnwaqr - - 160 00: 

” ) 97 seqrof neqr and lots No 1, 2, 3 and4- 206 07 

» , 29 n wqr and s w qrandse qr and w hofne 

qr - - - - 658 72 

” - 31 seqrand sh ofs w qrand ne qr ofs w qr 262 41 

” > 8 ne qrofneqrandnh of n w qr - joo 13 

| » 83 nwqrandwhof sw qr - = + Q41 00: 

| 15 ,) 1 All of . - - - - 620 97 

. » 8 ne qrand nw qrands w qr and wh of s - 

| eg - - - - 5698 12:
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Town, Range. Sect. , Description. © | Acres. Hths. 
15 9 5 whofseqrand se qr ofseqr - - 120 00 . yy _ Whofs war and ne qt of s w qr = 120 00 15 , 7 eh of ne qrand se qr andshofswqr- 310 93 ” ” 9 shofne qr and seqr -_ - - 240 00 
” ) 11] ne qr and n w qr - - 820 00 
” yy » ehofsw qrand se qrofse qr - - 120 Qo 
» - y 13 nw qr of nw qr-. . ~ 2 . 40 QO | ye . 17 sh ne qrand ne qr of nw qr He - 120 00 
yg » Whofnw qrands w qr and s e qr - 400 00 3 19 neqrandn wqrands w qrandwh ofseqr 489 10 ” » . 21 Lots No 4,5 and 6 - - - 141 59 

5 » 28 neqrandse qr andsw qr-ts - 480. 00 yy 25 whofnegqrandehofnwar - | - 185 Jg - , » @hofse qr and s w qr ofseqr - - 120 00 
> ” » Whofs w qr and s e.qr of s w qr- - 120 00 m ” 27 whofswqr | - - ~ - 80 00 . » 81 Lots 5, 6,7 and8 - = 187 98 ” ” 33 neqrnwqrandsw qr- - 480 00 49 . 385 ehofnw ar and s w qr of n w qr and s w qr 280 ° 00 

~ List No. 4. Filed December 20th, 1853. 

16 0° 1 1 shofswar - - - - 83 83 
” ” 3 swaqrofseqr - - - 40 65 |. weg Ii nwqrand negr - = 820 00 9 | y » nw qr ofne qr ands w qr of se qr. - 80 00 9 ” 13_ n w qt of nw qr - . - - 40 00 » oy “15 nw qr and s w qr of s w qr and n w qr of ‘ | se qr - - - - 240 00 

,) » 17 seqrofneqrand ch ofs weqr - - 120 00 
5 ” » SWwqrofswar - - - - 40 ‘00 ) ” 19 neqrseqrandswar - - - 457 56 
9 ” 21 nwaqrswqrandse qr - - . = 480 00 »  ° y 23 swqrofswar - - - - 40 00 
” y 27 neqrandnhofseéqr - - -- 240 00 yy ” » Qwandswqr - - - - 320 00 

” 29 Allof — - - os - 640 06 — 
5
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Town. Range. Sect. Description. Acres. Hths 

16 11 31 nwqrandne qr and s e qr - -. 450 96 | 

) ' $33 Lots 4, 5 and. 6 and n w qr of n w qr - 189 58 

y , » seqrofn w qt and 8 W qr of s w qr - so. 6:00 

- ) 35 Lots 7 and 8 and ne qr ofnwqr - 166 £380 

17 y 25 negrofnegqr and nh of nw qr - - 120 00 

- ” 97 ehofseqr - - . 80 ~©=—«00 

- m 35 nhofnw qrands w qr ofne qr and nw / | 

qrofseqr - - - . - 160. 00 

. 7 » neqrofsw qr and s w qr of s w qr - so 00. 

15 12 4 nwqrofnwq - 7 oo 2° 40. ~=«-70 

. ” 6 shofseqr - . - 80 00 

; ,  . « ehofneqrand ne qrofse qr - - 120 00 

yoy Wwe of ne qr and lots 1,5, 6,7 and 8 - 228 Q1 

, - 9 negrofswar - - - ~ 40 00 

” » 1 neqrandseqrandehofswqr 
 - 400 00 

9 » » nwarofswqrandsh of nw qr - 120 00 

” 17 All of, fractional, | ee - 576 170 

13 9 “ shofneqr -  - “7 + 80 00 

, » wh and ne qr of n w qr - — | . 716 «52. 

” 4 » seq of nw qr and ne qr of sw qr | - °80 00. 

, - 20 swqrofswaqr - - ee 40 OO 

15 ” 11 whofsw qr - - ee 80 OO 

” il 9 near - - ae - 160 00 . 

16 11 15 nhofswqr - ne . g0.0lC«ON 

15 8 23 ehofnegr -_ ° « . - 80 00 

| 19 15 29 neqrofseqr -  - a = 40 00
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Balance Sheet, December 31, 1853. 

a | Dr. Cr. 
_ 5 Wisconsin Territory, _ | - . 160 00 - 

6 Printing, 7 - - 18,637 67 — 
8 Legislative Expenses, - 7 - 67,329 49 , 

: 9 Robert L. Ream, oe - 75 00 
10 Warrants Issued, - - 1,189 45 
24 Henry Merrill, - | oo 38 00 — 

— 26 C. L. Sholes,. . - : - | 45 00 
27 Wm. M. Dennis, - os 26 00 
83 State Prisoners, - - 1,783 05 — 

_ 80 Beriah Brown, - - 50 00 
41 Stationery, - - 3,048 56 
42. Salaries, - - 28,413 21 

—. 50. Levi Hubbell, s oe 222 00 | 
| 53 Brown Co, - e 875 28 | 

d4 Calumet Co, - - . 91 86 | | 
56 Crawford Co,, — | - | - 7 63 
61 Green Co.,. | - 251 02 : 
65 La Fayette Co,, - a - 1,397 11 

| . 66 La Point Co., . — 7 25 48 
| 67 Manitowoc Co, —-— -  . 585 10 

69 Milwaukee Co., - | ae 1496 57 
170 Portage Co, | - - 1,308 ,82 
72 Richland Co., _ - - . 194°58 o>. 
74 Saint Croix Oo. os a 502 35 
75 Sauk Co, 2 - - 351 22... | 
‘76 Sheboygan Oo, oe ~ = 277 62 
77 Walworth Co., oe - =  . 98 44 os 

| 78 Washington Co., os | - ~1 43 | 
_ 80 Winnebago Co, - — 306 61 

81 Marathon Co., oe - 124 &8 — 
82 General Fund, - os $3,871 10 
95 Enoch Chase, | - - a - < 45 00 : 
96 John Delaney, - Oo / — 2 00 

116 Levi Sterling, © - - 45 00 
| 123 H. A. Wright, - - | 45 00 . 

127 Charles Gruning, Cl’k Cir. Gt. Calumet Co. - 24 00 | | 
128 H. Baldwin, late “ “ CrawfordCo.- 4700 - . 
128 J.B. Brunson, “ & ~— & “ 11 00° 
129 J. Amold, late  “ & Columbia « - 9 00 | 1



36 

Dr. Cr. 

129 Jas. Delany, late CI’k Cir. Ct. Columbia Co. - 63 00 | 
129 A.W. Delany, “ “ « “ 21 00 
130 Chas. Lumm, a“ « Dane “ 10 00 
131 W. H. Lander, “ “ Dodge “ , 2 00 . 
132 J.J. Driggs, “ «Fond duLac - © 64 00 | 
133 J.C. Squires, late “ “ Grant “ - 4 00 : 
133 N. W. Kendall, «“ oo “ 15 00 
134 Noah Phelps,. “ “« — Green “. 102 00 
1386 H. F. Pelton, «“ « Jefferson “ - 128 00 
137 Sam. G. Bugh, late “ “« LaFayette“ - 44 00 . 
137 D. W.Kyle, = & “ “ & 2. 45 00 
138 A.B, Slaughter, “  “ Richland “ - 5 00 | 
139 P. P. Smith, late “ « Manitowoc’ - 10 00° 
189 F, Ulbrich, a « “ “ 2 00 
140 F. D. Hawes, late “ “ Marquette’ - = 12 00 
140 West Johnson, late “ oo « “ 800 | 
140 D. Devany, s“ “ “ “ .- - 35 00° - | 
141 H. K. White, late “ “ Milwankee“ - 102 00 | | , 
141 Matthew Keenan, “- * ow | 6 00 
142 G.W. Mitchell, late “ “ Portage “ - 3 00 | 
142 HE. B. Clark, 4“ oo “ oe 12 00 . 
143 J. G. Parker, late “ “ Racine * - 98 00. oe 
143 I. G. Knight, «“ s « o. | 2 00 
144 Robert Looney, “ “ La Crosse “ - — 32 00 | | 
145 John Nichols, “ “« Rock “ 201 00 
146 Jos. Bowron, late “ “« - St. Croix “ - 61 00 | | 
146 C. R. Knight, “ «“ «“ “ 13 00 | 
147 R. P. Clement, late “ “ Sauk “ 2 00 . : 
147 Geo. Martins 6 « “ “ . _ 3 00 
148 A.H.Edwards “:» “% Sheboygan® - 38 50. 
149 W. H. Pettitt, “ “ Walworth “ - 76 — | 
150 W. F. Stewart, late“  “ Washington - 41 85 
150 J. H. Bohan, “e “ “ “ 22 00 
151 C.C. White, “ . &) ~~ Waukesha“ - — 68 00° . 
152 E.R. Baldwin, “ « Winnebago - 170 00 
153 H.8. Eggleton, “ “ Outagamie “ - 7 00 | 
158 W. C. McMiehael, “ ‘“ Bad Ax “ - 200 © 
168 School Fund Loans | - - 151,266 51 | | 
165 Common Schools — os | 17,465 10 
169 F.F. Davis, - oo | 0 74 | 
172 J. R. Briggs, Jun,, © - - 45 00 
174 J. E. Dodge, - | - 4500 
180 Wyman Spooner, oe - , 553. 00. 
188 H: D. York, ae . oo 45 00- 
190 A. Whittemore & Co, - > | a «1,472 53. 

190 Fratney & Hertzberg, - - 8 BES 
194 Charles Foote, CS . | TT TB
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| | Dr. Cr. 
198 Charles A. Reuter, - - 7 00. | * 198 C. R. Hollenbeck, oe - 20 00 | 198 D.¥F. Kimball, oe .- 5 00 — 200 Wiram Knowlton, - o 120 00 201 Governor’s Contingent Aect., | - 1,167 79 208 University Fund, . - 12.436 90 204 University Fund Loans, : - 8,620 00 | 206 State University, oe - : 2,990 56 207 Timothy O. Howe, - - 9090 ~ | 208 Fund for Blind, - - 405 84 211 Daniel H. Chandler, © - - 300 00 221 J. W. Snow, - - | 5 00 223 Milage Aceount, - = 1,978 io | * 229 A. D. LaDue, - - 7 22 00 230 Nathan Olmstead, - oe 45 00 231 Patrick Rogan, - | - | 45 00. 237 School Fund Dues, - - 956,442 85 238 School Lands, os - 993,616 31 241 Swamp Lands, me - 1,343 75 243 David Merrill, . - - 8,568 98 : 244 Territorial Suspense Account, _- - 8,568 98 | 246 State Prison, oe - 38,514 17 | 247 State Loan, - : - 102,023 00 | 248 Institute for Blind, - - 1,006 00 249 State Library, - - 169 99 250 University Fund Dues, - - 79,245 18 251 University Lands, - oe 81,805 50 252 Outagamie Co., - - 654 84 | 254 La Crosse Co., 5 - | - 255 55 
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REPORT, 

Lo Mis Excellency William A. Barstow, 
oo Governor of the State of Wisconsin : | | 

| Sm:—At the close of a period of eight months, during which Ihave discharged the duties of the office of Emigrant Commis- sioner, conferred upon me by the State of Wisconsin, I deem it a pleasant task herewith to present to your favorable notice a con-_ cise report of what I have done, its result, and my observations hitherto. > | 
| I employed the few days left me after my appointment in the | month of March last, before my departure for New York, in the preparation four the press of the description of the State, required in. my instructions, and designed for circulation, and at once placed myself in communication with the publishers of many of the most widely read newspapers in Europe, by sending them my oficial cards. | | 

Upon the recommendation of several members. of the last legis- lature, I also appointed John A. Byrne, Esq., as my Assistant, a choice I have had no: reason to regret, as I found him a man of efficiency and intellivence, and thoroughly fitted for the position : for which he was selected. | | ae 
On the first of May I received from my predecessor, G. Van - Steenwyk, Esq., the furniture used in his office, and the remain- ing pamphlets ; aud as the.office used by. my. predecessor had.-: already. been.rented for other purposes, removed. to rooms I. hail
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in the meantime procured at 89 Greenwich street, near the land- 

ing places of the great majority of emigrant ships, immediately 

advertised my locality in several newspapers published in various 

languages, established communication with the various bureaus 

and societies of emigration, and called upon the Mayor of New 

York, and the resident consuls of the various European Govern- 

ments, that I might in certain cases ‘be assured of their co-opera- 

tion; and finally took into my employ two active men in additiou 

to Mr. Byrne, who were well acquainted with New York; and 

was thus at the very commencement in a situation completely to 

discharge the duties of my position. | _ 

As for many years past I had been accustomed regularly to 

visit New York, and neglected no opportunity to acquire informa- 

tion upon the condition of Emigration, it could not be difficult for 

me goon to become acquainted with the main influences that cause 

the newly arrived emigrant to direct his steps to this or that 

State. = | | So ae 

One of the most prominent aids, I unquestionably found in the 

Press, which by means of books and newspaper reports upon 

single States, or the United States in general, of statistical infor- 

mation upon particular branches of industry—as agriculture, — 

trade, mining, &c.—not only excites attention, but especially 

gives a determinate direction to the steps of the emigrant, as to 

the State in which to fix his residence. : —- 

This opinion ‘thus formed, my now daily intercourse with emi- 

grants fully confirmed. Although I omitted no opportunity that 

presented itself to labor for the good of our State in New York 

itself,I yet directed my chief aim to the press here and in Europe, 

and in a long series of articles, presented Wisconsin in general ; 

its advantages above other States ; descriptions of particular loca- 

lities ; its commerce; the wealth of its mineral, timber and agri- 

cultaral districts ; its climate, public institutions, political privi- 

Jeges, means of education, &., before the eyes of all those, who 

for whatever cause, were determined to change their residence. 

L. also sent copies of the pamphlets, which in the ‘meantime FE ~



| 5 

had received, to the editors of a large number of newspapers in 
the United States, Germany, Ireland, England, Scotland, Norway, 
Sweden, Holland. and Switzerland, with the request to insert 
extracts therefrom in their respective journals, | 

The journals which I selected for advertisement and_ corres- 
pondence are, especially, the New York Tribune, Herald, Staats 
Zeitung, Irish American, Abend Zeitung, New York Democrat, 
Daily Wisconsin, Sentinel, Wisconsin Banner, Volksfreund, 
Niewsbode, Newarker Zeitung, Phoenix and Anzeiger des Nord- 
westens, and Republicaner in America, and the Times, Tablet and 
Tipperary Free Press, in England and Ireland, in the Leipziger 
Allgemeine Zeitung, Schwabaebise Hercur, Casselsche Zeitung, 
Allgemeine Auswanderungs Zeitung in Rudolstadt, N uernberger 
Correspondent, Eeipiger Zeitung, Bremer Auswanderungs Zei- 
tung, in Germany, and Baseler Zeitung, in Switzerland. | 

_ dn supplement A, I send you copies of these papers containing 
teports or advertisements from me. The results thus accom- 

| plished exhibited themselves in a surprising degree in a very 
short time, in written and personal inquiries from nearly every 
State in the Union and from many parts of Europe, and in the 
daily increasing number of inquiries at my office. From the first 
of May to the present time, a period of eight months, I received 
the really considerable number of 317 letters from Europe and 
America in reference alone to my official position, of which -a 

. large majority contained particular inquiries about Wisconsin, to 
which I made it my business to give faithful and detailed an- 
swers. | , 

Over three thousand persons visited my office, during the same 
period, of whom nearly four hundred were from N ew York and 
vicinity, two or three hundred from other States and Wisconsin, 
and over two thousand came direct from Kurope,—many of whom 
again, of course, often represented one or more families. Besides 
these, many emigrants were spoken with on the arrival of the 
ships in port. ee, | | 

_ The visitors were two-thirds Germans, a small number Ameri-
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cans, and the remainder Irish, Norwegians, Swedes, English, | 

Scotch, and Hollanders. — | 

If it be true that the Irish emigration is near as extensive as the | 

German, the reason why comparatively so few of them appeared 

at the office is, ag Mr. Byrne, an Irishman by birth, and who had 

the most intercourse with them, can confirm, that the greater por- 

tion arrive with but limited means, and are therefore induced to 

seize upon the first work offered them for subsistence, which, in- 

deed, is abundantly furnished by railreads and other important 

enterprises. Competition among employers is at present so great, 

that, for example, the contractors upon the Illinois Central, and 

many other roads, have established agencies in New York, where 

not only are high wages offered to those seeking employment, but 

they are also transported, free of cost, or, at least, at much re- 

duced rates of fare, to the place of their labor. The Irishman, 

also, is more inclined than the German to a residence in large | 

cities. 
| 

L have received, mainly from Wisconsin, remittances of money, — 

in sums of from $5 to $20, amounting to more than $3,000, with 

the request to pay them to relatives, children, sisters, brothers, 

and parents, who were expected, but had not sufficient means to 

complete their journey. | 

There were also many minor children and aged persons re- 

ferred to me, that on their arrival they might be protected against: 

impositions, which humane requests I always willingly and cheer- | 

fully complied with. , | 

Of the descriptions of the State placed at my disposal Lhave 

made ‘the most liberal use, and have circulated them not only 

among the emigrants on the arrival of the ships, but have sent 

them off by mail, especially to Europe. In this, Dr. W. Hilde- 

brandt, U. S. Consul at Bremen, and his Secretary, Mr. Whittle- 

sey, (both from Wisconsin,) afforded me the most cheerful aid, 

for which I owe them my acknowledgments. | | 

During the first two months, it was often difficult to gain a per- 

sonal interview with those newly arrived, as they knew neither
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| my mame nor office, and therefore appeared very distrastfyl;. but 
from the month of July,.a ship rarely entered the -harbor. with 
emigrants, [some of whom were not already in possession of my 
pamphlets, or had read some of my notices and communications: 
often, indeed, my address had been given them by emigrant soeie- 
ties or ship-owners, with the advice to follow my directions before 

all others. By living together during a long sea voyage, utter 
strangers often became strongly attached to each other, ang thus 
‘it frequently happened that my station on the arrival.of a ship 

~ was known to nearly all on board, when at the departure from the 
foreign port, usually but a few individuals had any knowledge of 

- mie, thereby often one-half met mé with confidence, which was again 
the occasion that those who were yet undecided about their 

| destination in America, generally chose Wisconsin as their new 
fatherland. oO Oo | | 

The number of pamphlets distributed and sent abroad is nearly 
30,000, of which one-half found their way to Europe; Lalso sel- 
dom failed to give descriptions of Wisconsin, even to those who 
influenced by relatives and friends intended to settle in other 

a States; and I have found this practical result, that.more than one, 
discontented with the conditions of things which they there found, _ 
at once removed to Wisconsin, where some have since written to 
me, and expressed their acknowledgment for the counsel given 
them a _ Co 7 

When Lentered upon my duties, I supposed that my operations 
would be mainly confined to foreign arrivals; but many old inha- 

| _bitants, and among them many American born citizens have applied | 
to me for information and advice ; and I thus. found frequent op- 

} portunity to correct certain unfavorable impressions in regard .to 
. Wisconsin, originated either by inhabitants of neighboring rival 
States, or by individuals formerly resident in Wisconsin,. who, 
chiefly through their own fault, were unsuccessful,. and. therefore 
deft the State, and seek by misrepresentation of its character, to 
‘eover their own weakness. Ilost. ue opportunity. to refute these
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‘infamous slanders, since a residence of eleven years in Wisconsin 

has abundantly convinced me of their falsity, = Oo | 

~The unusual productiveness which has in the present year re- 

warded the labors of the farmer'as well as the lumberman and 

miner, and the consequent general prosperity, afforded me an op- 

portunity to circulate communications upon this subject in Europe, 

which will not fail of their effect, as already in consequence of 

thosdistatements, minute inquiries respecting our lead mines have 

been addressed to me. — | 7 OO | : 

It is well known that the bonds of the various railroads now in 

course of construction in the West, though negotiated in New | 

York, are purchased for European capitalists, and this is anaddi- 

tional reason why every honotable means should be employed to 

increase the emigration to Wisconsin, and to spread as widely as 

possible information respecting its favorable commercial position, 

and its other varied resources, that its already established fair 

fame may be raised still higher thereby ; and thus railroad com- 

panies, and other important enterprises for the promotion of , 

inland commerce, in Wisconsin, may find an easier and more 

favorable market for the the negotiation and sale of their securi- 

‘ties. , - oo - 

' Asa curiosity, I take the liberty to direct your attention to 

a gome newspaper articles attached hereto in supplement A, which 

I have taken from different journals published in our neighboring 

| States. oo — = 

If in these articles it is attempted to place my official charac- | 

ter in a false light, and I am even personally assailed, the motive — 

evidently is that,spirit of jealousy, which is so naturally excited 

when one sees whole trains filled with emigrants passing directly | 

through those States, which also yet contain millions of acres’ of 

--qmtenanted land, in order to reach Wisconsin. a 

Though there may exist in the State and city of New York 

sufficient laws intended for the protection of the emigrants, I am 

compelled frankly to state, that they are rarely if ever enforced, ,



_ and frauds of the basest character are, in immense number, of 
daily occurrence. SO 

In supplément A, you will find a copy of a report addressed in 
July last to Governor Farwell, together with’ communications 
published by me‘in reference to. the impositions practised ‘upon 
emigrants, to which I ask your attention. — re 

_-Every means in our power was employed by myself and my 
| assistants, to protect all those who came in contact with us against 
deception and fraud; but completely to prevent ‘the disgraceful | 
‘wrong, is beyond the power of individuals. = = 

After the most careful inquiries respecting the Emigration from 
Kurope to Wisconsin during the year just past, I am able to give 
only the following approximate numbers: = | 

- From Germany, including the adjoining coun- _ 
tries where the prevailing language is German 16 to 18,000 . 
Irland... Sone. 4 8,000. | 

_ Norway (mostly by way of Ruebeck,) perhaps 3 —. 4,000 
| Holland, England, Scotland, Sweden and other _ a — 

European countries , oe Qe 3,000. | 

It is impossible: for me to give any statement.of the num- 
ber of emigrants from the middle and Eastern States to Wis. | 
consin, as I have no means of accurate information, though I-am © 
assured by intelligent men that it has also been much larger than 
in later years. According to statements made to-me on the occa- 
sion of a trip through many portions of. the State, the emigration : 
has this year exceeded in number that of the three years imme- 
diately preceding, which can only. be regarded as ‘an encouraging 
indication of the further prosperity of Wisconsin, especially as 
from the tables of the Commissioner of Emigration in New York, | 
the entire European immigration of this year by the way of New 
York, appears to be not any larger than that of the year 1852. 

- My efforts to bring the State of Wisconsin, with ‘its healthful | 
climate, and its rich and boundless resources and advantages, to 
the notice of the inhabitants of Europe, by means of the prese, 

2
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and the result of those efforts cannot exhibit themselves at onee, 

a3 every one knows who is partially acquainted with such affairs, 

but their effects, will more evidently appear in the coming season 

of 1854, for such are the circumstances in, Europe, that it often 

requires a year or more of preparation before the emiprant.can 

leave his old. home. Not only was I inclined to activity by the 

duties directly imposed upon me, but by the certain consciousness — 

that if I should succeed in directing the long trains of emigrants 

| to. Wisconsin, I could confer no greater kindness, and. could in no 

way better promote the further. prosperity of these weary wan- 

derers from. Europe., 2 a 

_ Every unprejudiced citizen and observer of our State must con- 

| fess and acknowledge that the continued prosperity. of its inhabi- 

tants, is in a great degree dependent upon further accessions to — 

its population from abroad. If they are large, the prosperity and 

power of Wisconsin will increase in an equal degree ; if not large, 

they will suffer many reverses. Whether he comes from other 

States of the Union, or from Europe, each individual contributes 

some thing to the general wealth and expansion, whether in phy- 

sical strength, knowledge or capital. It may be asserted that a 

large number of enterprises of greater or less importance, have 

| been undertaken upon the assumption of the most rapid possible 

inerease of our population ; and should such increase be cut off, 

or in a great degree lessened, many disastrous failures would be 

the certain result. Wisconsin, with the other western States, ought 

: therefore earnestly to oppose all those measures which have been 

adopted either by the general government, or from selfishness by 

certain eastern States, for the sike of temporary profit, to undermine 

the established reputation and good name of the United States. 

: For years past, emigrants, especially those landing in New York, 

have been systematically plundered, for which shameless wrong 

not.only the hiréling sub-agent, runners, &c., are responsible, but 

especially those who retain these. unprincipled subj ects in their 

. The eager desire for money, induces the various’ forwarding
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lines leading to the West, or their agents, to resort to the mest 
shameless means; and the profit that is made thereby, of which 
frequently the larger portion goes to the agents and the hirelings 

_ of those lines, is the chief cause that many laws designed ex- 

pressly to check this crying injustice, are not only not executed, 

but are daily, and even hourly, most grossly violated with inapa- 

nity, in the very presence and under the eyes of the public autho- _ 

 rities. If, indeed, one of the victims attempts to bring the | 

swindler to punishment, the venal tool is pushed forward, and 

every possible assistance afforded him, so that the unfortunate 
friendless foreigner, a stranger to the customs and laws, and often 

speaking a strange language, seldom succeeds in finding justice, 

and he suffers, in addition to his severe loss, the bitter experience 

of being compelled to find much in his new father-land quite dit 

ferent from the expectations he had indulged in. With bitter 

curses .and complaints such incidents are reported to the home he 
left, and are by no means the least important reason that of late 
thousands of emigrants have emigrated to other countries. | 

_ The city of New York has also seen fit to increase the tax upon 

immigration, called commutation money, from $1 50 to $2 per 

capita, although the former rates produced more than enough,if 

judiciously expended, to support all the sick, and aged infirm, , 

that became a burden upon the -city or State in consequnee of 

' immigration. The sum produced by this tax in the year 1838 

was near one-half a million of dollars, and will amount this year 

under the increased tax to $700,000 ; which, of course, the immi- 

grant being forced to contribute, reduces his capital by so much, | 

and therefore is lost to the place of his future residence. 

The right to levy this commutation money is doubted by many 

lawyers, as it can only be the merest assumption, in addition to 

the enormous profits which the city and State of New York 
necessarily derive from immigration, to demand from the mass 

double and even threefold compensation for the so diproportion- 
ate expenses. caused by individuals, | | : 

» The capital which, besides intelligence and: physieal strength,
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is brought hither by European emigrants, is much larger than is 

usually supposed. To give an example only, I state that 120 per- . 

sons, including women and children, who landed from a single 

ship from Germany, in August last, and were nearly all induced 

by me to locate in Wisconsin, had in their posession nearly sixty 

thousand dollars. It is a well-known fact that in the new states 

the value of imports greatly exceeds that of exports, often, indeed. 

by one half, and yet the condition of those States improves, and 

their wealth increases year by year. Who supplies the deficit 

but the immigrant? Perhaps one quarter of the present inhabi- 

tants of Wisconsin from the middle and eastern States of the 

Union, would to this day never have seen the shores of Lake © 
Michigan if they had not found purchasers for their property in 

the immigrants from Europe, who by their settlement in the east- 

ern and middle States still contribute to the prosperity of the West. 

Of late, nearly all European Governments have attempted to 

check the constantly increasing drain of population and capital 

from their dominions; and though they fail entirely to stop the 

stream, yet the measures they have adopted are not without 

effect. It is also too well known that on many sides the growing 
power of the United States is regarded with dissatisfaction, and 

begins to excite their serious apprehensions. But it is also known 

| that every adopted citizen strengthens this power—and, therefore, 

recently these Governments have employed every means in their - 

power to divert the stream, the flow of which they cannot stay, in 

another direction, to such countries whose governments sympa- 

_ thize with their own. 

Among others, Brazil; which has many millions of acres of yet 
unoccupied lands lying’ within its boundaries, has just discovered 
the importance and profit of immigration, and has not only passed. 
a law granting to every immigrant the necessary land for a home 

without price, but the Government has appropriated $400,000 

yearly to the furtherance of immigration; and besides, the dif- 
ference between the cost of passage to the United States and to 

Brazil, is made up to every European arrival, while the passage
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of children under eight years. of age is paid entirely by: the 
government; and those ships engaged in the transportation of _ 
emigrants, are entirely exempted from harbor duties. In conse-. 

- quence of these favorable conditions, two populous settlements 
have already been founded by Germans, and these will, aceord- 
ing to recent reports, receive large accessions the coming year. 
This affords sufficient evidence of the importance attached to 
European immigration, and which it well deserves. How striking 
is therefore the contrast between the meéasures adopted in regard 
to immigration in New York and Brazil! ar rre 

It could, indeed, be regarded only as an act of wisdom, should — 
the present legislature of Wisconsin, in unison with the other 
western States, to take earnest steps for the removal of the hin- | 
drances which certain eastern States, with the avowed. purpose of 
gain, have. placed in the way of. immigration, and to meet the 
emigrants with other liberal propositions on the part of Wisconsin. 
The present law providing for the election of 4 Comnnissioner 

of Enigration is, in ‘my opinion, so far defective a3 it requires 
the re-election of that officer every year, as this is a fatal obstacle - 
to his greatest usefulness to the State. st | | 

Tam: convinced that this office can only be administered by a 
citizen of the State, who has long -resided there, and has become - 
intimately acquainted with its history and condition, and by 
means of frequent journeys has acquired local information, and 
in general possesses the confidence of his fellow-citizens. _ 

‘That. such. men, who are also, perhaps, bound to the-State by: 
business or family ties, can only be induced under peculiar cir-. | 
cumstances to. accept such a position for so short a time, and so 
inadequate compensation, needs no further proof. Besides it. 
requires a long time to become thoroughly acquainted with New 
York, and the conditions and circumstances of emigration in ge- 
neral, and.to gather the. necessary experience. Before thig ean | 
be done the most favorable portions. of the year is. often past. | 

Every newl y adopted measure, although designed for the bene- 
fit of emigrants, can only attain confidence and. unity through.
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constant, and undeviating perseverance; and this ‘must be incom- 

parably more difficult when such a position is each year filled: by: 

smewineumbent = = = © a . 

It-is not enough to look after the emigrant after his: arrival. in. 

New York, but:the official character, and also the name of the: 

officer, should be universally and favorably known in Europe to: 

the emigrant: before his departure, to inspire him with confidence 

at-once. The appointee should also be sequainted with the state‘ 

of affairs in Europe, should. have connections there in order to 

establish communications, and should understand the principal» 

languages of the continent. And itis further important that the 

loration of the commissioner should be permanent: and. fixed,’ 

| which is now impossible, as each incumbent is forced to procure 

such rooms as can be obtained after his arrival in New York. 

Tfit be statistically proven that the population of Ireland during - 

the last ten years has suffered serious diminution in consequence 

of emigration, this has and can have no application to Germany. 

While the population of Ireland never exceeded ten millions, on 

the other hand, the German language is still at this moment by © 

gaore than fifty millions spoken upon the Continent; and. it is fur- 

7 ther settled, that an annual emigration of half a million, if uni- — 

formly distributed, would occasion no perceptible decrease. If it 

be considered that in the United States, and therefore propor- 

tionately in Wisconsin, magnificent enterprises are daily begun, 

with which lesser undertakings are connected, which can only’ 

realize their anticipated profits: through the most rapid possible 

growth and prosperity of the State, to which immigration must 

contribute the highest aid. It must be ‘a most narrow-minded ~ 

policy to neglectnot only to favor and encourage immigration, — 

bat also to use every: exertion'to direet it more and more to our — 

ows State: — a — | a | 

In my: daily intercourse with the.emigrant, I directed the atten: 

tion of. those who- intended. to: purchase land, to the school lands — 

of:-oar State, showing: to’those of limited means, that they could 

atiemee plant themselves in: an entirely-independent situation, as



| 15 | 

_ it could not be difficult for them, with industry and patience, and 
the long term allowed for payment, to meet their obligation. So Upon inquiry, I have had the satisfaction to learn, that during the 
past year large quantities of these lands, largely exceeding the 
sales of the previous year, have been sold, and chiefly to actual 
settlers. The interest and taxes paid upon the lands thus sold, 
will not only swell the resources of our free school system, but 

_ also will aid in the support of the burdens of the State. 
It is also gratifying to direct your attention to the fact, that 

though the entire immigration to the United States during the 
year 1853, has little, if at all, exceeded that of the year preced- 
ing—Wisconsin has received, at least, 15 per cent. more than in 
1852. | 

 Thave not the least doubt, that it can be yet greatly increased | 
if in connection with the glorious year of prosperity just past, 

_ which affords the best evidence of the fertility of the soil of Wis- 
consin, the State will, by the enactment of liberal laws suited to 
the times, and conservative of the personal freedom of each of its 

_ citizens, draw upon itself more and more the eyes of the world of 
progress. a | 
In supplement B, I present you a statement of my expendi- 

_ tures during the period of my office to this date. 
Respectfully submitted, Lo 

| : Yours, &e., 
| | - HERMAN HAERTEL. Miwavxer, Wisconsin, } 

Dec. 30, 1853. - |
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| | STATE TREAsURER’s Orrice, 

| ; State of Wisconsin, Madison, J an. 2, 1854. 

| To His Excellency, Wm. A. Barstow, | 

Governor of the State of Wisconsin : 

. The State Treasurer, pursuant to Statute, respectfully presents 
the following Annual Report for the fiscal year ending on the 
3lst day of December, 1853. 

| : | EDWARD H. JANSSEN, | 
State Treasurer.



‘ 

, 

é 

x 

4 

» ) ,



REPORT, 

7 Receiwed into the State Treasury General Fund: 

: 1853. | 

Jan. 11, Reeeived of Treasurer of Crawford Co, Revenue - $356 56 

«18, « O’Reilly’s Telegraph Company, Taxes - 85 00 

| 14, “ Speed’s ss « - 22 00 

ek B. B. Bird, License - 20 00 
20, a Treasurer of Rock County, Revenue - 1,000 00 

te « te Portage, “ “ - 100 00 

22, « & Crawford, “ “ - 800. 90 

: 25, « Racine & R. R. Telegraph, Taxes — - 11 00 

«28, « Kidward Nekey, License - - 10 00 

31, « Treasurer of Brown Co, Revenue - 104 38 

Feb. . 2, « “« — Jefferson “ « - 4,230 38 

| — & & RC. Cargill, License - - 10 00 

OO . | Carried forward $6,249 32
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1853. Brought forward $6,249 382 

Feb. 3, Received of Treasurer of Dodge Co., Revenue, - 4,428 30 

5, «“ w“ La Crosse, os 665 00 

7, a a“ Washington, “ - 3,000 00 

8, « “ La Crosse, “ - 274 95 

9, « Grant, «BB T16 OL | 

“oa ts Manitowoc, “ - 1,343 18 

& 6 6 Rock, « - 4,667 48 

10, # _ & ~~ ‘Dane, ‘ - 5,800 00 
a 6 bs Brown, a - 1,420 45 

« a“ 6 Manitowoc, 6“ - 100 00 

uf eo 4“ Manitowoc, - * 100 00 

11, eo 66 Lafayette, “ - 600 00 

« a“ “ - Milwaukee, “ . os 475 @0 

es a és Sheboygan, ‘“ - . 910 00 

12, a“ a“ Winnebago, “ - 92228 68 

u e me Winnebago, “ ~~ - 488 96 

a 4 «=~ Richland, $17 22 
#4 « Fond du Lac, “ - 5,208 67 

14, 4 , Gren, § “*  - 2,453 88 

6 4s | «“ Kenosha, 4 - 938,755 16 

15, « K Waukesha, = * - 5,704 60 

Dec. 15,  « «Towa, «“ 24718 68 | 

a v6 w. Winnebago, a - 45 00 

“ “ a Racine, “ . 4,147 06 

“ “« O. Courtney, License, Hawker and Pedlar, 10 00 

19, « Treasurer of Milwaukee Co., Revenue 5,000 00 | 

wu « Columbia,  “ - 8,812 34 
& és. & Sauk, = * - 1,700 00 

Carried forward $72,334 89



T 

1853, Brought forward $72,384 89 — 
Dee, 21, Recetved of Byron Sanborn, on Canal Land Mortgage, 

SO - * "Waukesha Co. rr 145 40 
| Feb. 23, Treasurer of Marquette Co, Revenue - 2,550 69 

SO a “ 4 Outagamie « oe 500 00 
wa ; Milwaukee  « - 25 00 

> QB, “ « Calumet “ | - 982 51 

a 4 « Washington “ - 68 86 

March 3,“ ‘ Bd Ax * 100 00 
wa « Bad Ax «  . 25 00 

ie “ “ Portage “ - 55 00 

8, « _ Alex. Mitchell, on Delany’s Canal Land 
- Mortgage = - 94 96 | 

11, a Treasurer of State Land Office - 270 00 

16, we a“ Milwaukee Co., Revenue - 4,548 69 

1%, a “ Walworth = « - 4,330 85 

a“ a ae Sauk “ - 400 09 

21,0 « Calumet “ - — 200 00 

: 22, a“ “© Manitowoe - 571 50 

23, “ “« Towa és - 88 45 
wk «“ Sheboygan - 1,800 00 | 

: 6 a“ | a“ ‘Portage a - 20 00 

24, a _ A. Mitchell, on Delany’s Canal Mortgage 106 97 

April 25, “ A. Mitchell, for $30,000 State Bonds - 31,815 00 

May 7 & Treasurer of St. Croix Co. Revenue - 405 90 
ow 4“ “ Brown a - - 100 00 

: 11, « Washburn & Woodman, for $20,000 
| State Bonds - - 21,208 00 

24,  « Treasurer of Outagamie Co., Revenue - 15 00 

- a ; | Carried forward $143,262 67



. a 
1853. | Brought forward — $143,262 67 

‘May 217, Received of Goodrich & Vosburgh, License, Hawker a 

and Pedlar — - - 40 00 

June 6, “ H. L. Boynton, for Lieense, Hawker and 

Pedlar - — - 10 00 

7; a“ Treasurer of Sauk Co., Revenue - 700 00 

33, * « BadAx, “ - 100 51 

“4 “ uf La Crosse, “ - 162 50 

| AY, “ A. H. Vercileus, License, Hawker and ae 

Pedlar - - - 40 00 

18, * Treasurer of Lafayette Co., Revenue - 2,207 42 | 

“ a J. A. Chandler, ‘License, Hawker and . 

: Pedlar_ - -3 , - 40 00 

“20, «“ S. A. Kasel, « “ é  - $900 © 

22, * Wisconsin Bank, Tax of 3 of 1 per cent. : | 

from May to July = - - 404 16 

4, * Treasurer of Portage Co., Revenue - 340 00 

‘23, a“ State Bank of Wisconsin, Tax os 415 00 

29, Ke Bank of Racine, «“ - 312 50 

“ “ Sam. Block, License, Hawker and Pedla § 10 00 | 

Juty 1, & Farmers’ and Millers’ Bank, Taxes - 102 10 

“ -& Bank of Kenosha, « - 264 58 

“ “ State Bank, Madison «“ - 375 00 

“a 4 Wis. Fire and Ins. Bank, .. “ - 700 00 

‘6, « Rock River Bank, “ - 295 88 

43, «=« Robert Brayton, on Canal Mortgage - 293 10 

| 49, “ Wn. Fry, License, Hawker and Pedlar 10 00 

« « J, A. Starks, “ “ Go 40 00 

32, * 8. Block, “ “6 ee 10 00 

Carried forward $149,925 37
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; 1853, | : - | Brought forward $149,925 37 Aug. 8, Received of E. Donelly, License, Hawker and Pedlar _ £0 00 
a « John Taylor, unexpired balance of appro- : | | : Oo priation for State Prison - 56 00 : 10, « Ovids Tappend, License, Hawker and | | Pedlar_ - - - 30 00 

« “ Benj. Markwell, c  & “ — 30 00 | 12, & Michael Mullen, « « é“ — 40 00 | - | « “ Sam. M. Cone, « “ « 10 00 15, & Madison Chamberlin, « “ « 40 00 | a“ «“ 8. D. Jackson, “ “6 ée 40 60 
17, « Treasurer of Dane Co., balance of Arrears, | : Revenue - - 608 74. és “ King, Mills & Co,, License, Hawker and 

Pedlar_ - —_ - 60 00 89k M. Friend, a : : 80 00 | To amount overpaid on salaries, refunded . | 75 00 ‘Sept. 3, Received of M. Weil, License - 40 00 24, 0° & J. Badeck, « - . 10 00 | 4 ‘ G. Badeck, = « - c 10 00 Oct, 4, ‘ L. G. Fisher, on Canal Land Mortgage - 90 20 | 25, & A. H. Dellar, License - - 30 00 
4 4 Treasurer of Dane County - 3 00 | Nov. 38 «| H. Hyman, License - os 380 00 
ty & HN. Gundelfign « - - 40 00 

nL _ Treasurer of St. Croix County - — 45 00 Deo, 8, «“ Governor L. J. Farwell, on account of © 
| Sales, Stoves, &e,  - - 65 76 7 ; 6 Jonas Lobe, License - 80 00 | . —_—_—__.. SC 

Carried forward $151,879 07 9 
|
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1858. | Brought forward $151,379 07 

Dec. 6, Received of Isaac Zigler, License - _ 10 00 

Ol, wo Samuel Block, “ ~~ oo ee 40 00 

26, “ Kremer & Co. License - - 10 00 

on, State Bank, Madison, ‘Taxes - 375 00 

«  « , Bank of Racine wo - 875 00 

— ue Badger State Bank “ | - 156 25 

og & Assignees of H. Reed, on Canal Mortgage 160 00 

Oe “ amount overpaid during year, a8 per 

La 
vouchers 

“ - 8,281 32 

. — 

oy Total  . - - $160,786 64 

| Epwarp H. JANSSEN, State Treasurer, 

In Account with General Fund, a Cr. 

1853. 
- 

By amount paid to State Officers for Salaries - . $24,448 27 

a « on account of Contingent Expenses 
20,559 56 

) 4 a “ Publishing Laws = - =, 561 85 

au « Postage for Legislature and State Officers © 2,208 20 

| 1 u “ State Prison Indebtedness - = 12,106 02 | 

fe « Compiling Documentary 
History of Wisconsin 600 00 

a « Appropriation for Blind | - - - 1,500 00 

us ws ts _ Deaf and Dumb - - 2,250 00 

| ts « “ Stationery for Legislat., 1854 2,000 00 

a a“ “ State Agricultural Society - 1,000 00 

us ts «“ Geological Survey - 1,875 25 

| & K “ Emigrant Agency - 1,800 00 

“ wo 4 _ Stationery and Binding - 2,27 8 37 

a “« §chool Fund on State Loan - - 6,040 00 

a « Printing on Sholes’ Contract and others - 19,603 09 

ae « State Prisoners Appropriation | - - 1,485 92 

oo an | Carried forward $99,756 "53



| ii . 

—— : 1858, «Brought forward $99,756 58 
By amount paid Wisconsin Territorial Bonds, . - 160 00 

 « “ per diem and Mileage of Members, - = -~—=S 59,558 90 
& overpaid General Fund, 1852, . - 1,311 21 

oe - 7 «$160,786 64 

a ss SCHOOL FUND. a 
Stare or Wisconsin, | 

In Account with Epwarp H. J ANSSEN, 
_ Treasurer of School Fund. 

Jan. 1, 1853. To balance on hand as per last report, $4,777 15 
_ “ whole amount received during year, 62,927 61 

| | | $67,704 76 
Cr. 

Jan. 1, 1853. By total amount of expenditures, 33,609 84. 

Balance on hand, $34,094 92 : 

7 SCHOOL FUND INCOME. 

State or Wisconsin, 

Ln Account with Epwarv H. Janssen, 
a ) Lreasurer of School Fund Income. 

. Dr. | 
Jan. 1, 1853. To balance on hand as per last report, $5,549 12 

‘amount received during year, — 68,101 69 

Po $73,650 81 
7 Cr. : 

Jan. 1, 1853. By amount paid out as per vouchers, 56,185 71. 

| Balance on hand, $17,465 10
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: 

| UNIVERSITY FUND. si 

Snare or WISCONSIN, re | | 

a In Account with Enwarp H. Janssen, 

- Treasurer of University Fund. 

Dr. : — | 

Jan. 1, 1853. To balance on hand as per last ‘report $1,995 58 

| “ whole amount received during year 9,999 89. 

| | - | - $11,095 47 

Cr. | | | 

By total expenditures - - - 228 25 

- Balance on hand - $10,867 22 

| UNIVERSITY FUND INCOME. — | 

| Srare or WISCONSIN, . | 

: In Account with EK. TH. JANssEN, 

Treasurer of University Lund Income. 

Dr. 
| a 

Jan. 1, 1853. To balance on-hand as per last report $1,817 22 

_& whole amount received during year 4,799 03 

oe 
$6,616 25 

Cr. a | | | | 7 

Jan. 1, 1853. By total amount of expenditures as per 

| vouchers = - - - $3,625 69 

- Balance on hand —_-_-: $2,990 56
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RECAPITULATION OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 

Epwarp H. Janssen, 

In Account with the State of Wisconsin. 

Amount belonging to General Fund, received from 
December 31, 1852, to December 31, 1858, - $152,505 32 | 

Amount disbursed in 1858, - - - 160,786 64 

Overpaid out of thisfund, - $8,281 39 

Amount of School Fund received 1858, - - 67,704 76 
Amount disbursed same period, _—- - - 88,609 84 

Balance on hand, - = $84,094. 92 | 

Amount of School Fund Income received 1853, - 73,650 81 | 
Amount disbursed same period, _ - - - 56,185 71 

, Balance on hand, —_- - $17,465 10 

Amount of University Fund received 1853, - 11,095 47 

Amount disbursed same period, - ot - 228 25 

| Balance on hand, - - 10,867 22 

Amount of University Fund Income received 1858, 6,616 25 

Amount disbursed same period, - - - 8,625 69 

| ) Balance on hand, - - $2,990 56 

‘otal amount of cash on hand belonging to the seve- | 
ral funds, December 31, 1853, - - - $57,486 48
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| ss STATE OF WISCONSIN, ae Manson, January 2, 1854. 
Lo His Excellency WM. A. BARSTOW, | : 

| | — Governor of the State of Wasconsin. | The Commissioners for the sale of School and University Lands | pursuant to statute, respectfully present the following report, for the year ending December 31st, 1853, - 
EAS, D. ROBINSON, | be | __ Seeretary of State. - : EDWARD H. JANSSEN, - woos | 7 — . State Treasurer. : | _ E. ESTABROOK, | | 

_ Attorney General. a



SCHOOL FUND. . 7 | 

| State of Wisconsin, im account with Edward H. Janssen, Treas- 

urer of Sehool Fund. oe, 
ee eee 

: 1853 | - : Dr. | 

Jan. 1. 'To balance on hand as per last 

‘ report - =e =e | ATT 5 - 

“  |To amount received on sales, 39524 13 : 

66 66 66 6c ce certifi- 

cates previously issued, 23886 80 

«  |To amount received on loans, 6221 138 , 

«“ « — of fines and forfeit- . : 

ures, - - - - | 1246 83 | | 

« To amount of 5 per cent pen- 

| alties, - - 7 7° 2048 72 | 

: Oo iL} $67 704 75 

1853 | | | Cr. | , 

Jan. 1. [By amount paid for appraising | 

an land, - 7 7. * 6688 75 | 

“ By printing and publishing, 7 455 02 | 

« | © refunds on certificates, — 118 82 | 

“6 “ book binding, - = - 245 00— : 

‘° “ repaid counties for app. 1106 25 

« | JToan, - <- -  ~ | 24996 00 

| ne | —_—_———-| $33609 84 

- Balance on hand, -~— - | | | $34094 92



| 
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Lhe following isa CONDENSED STATEMENT of sales of 
16th sections in the Jollowing counties to wit: 

| COUNTIES, - Sold for. Prin. paid. Am’t due. . Bad Ax, -  -- 1355 00 353 00 | 1002 00 Brown, - . - 690 75 T1 75 619 00 Calumet, - . . 546.12} = 59 19 487 00 Columbia, - - 11577 52 1170 52 10407 00 Crawford, - - - 2402 85 266 85. 2136 00 Dodge, -  - 2191 65 255 65: 1936 00 — Dane, - - 15371 23 1418 23 13953 00 Fond du Lae, - - ~ 1583 20 163 20 1420 00 Green, - - - — 8041 46 324 46} 9717 00 - Grant, -  .- - 6541 62 945 62. 5596 00 Towa, - - = =f 8180 16 555 70 2574 46 Jefferson, - 2463 67 | 245 67 2218 00 Kenosha, - -  . 828 50 84 50 744. 00 lafayette, - 5871 88 909 16 4462 72 | La Cross, - - tt 8232 26 903 26 7329 00 Manitowoc, - - 4315 88 427 88 3888 00 Marquette, - - «6764. 57 32381 57 3733 00 Milwaukee, - .~ 9215 56 | =—-515 6 4.700: 00 Outagamie, - -]|. 5398 49 1250 36 4148 06 Portage, - - ~ 2336 08 | 269 08 2067 00 Pierce, - -}- 1842 12 172 12]; 1170 00 Richland, -  . 8867 95 1095 238 | =. 1772. 79 Rock, - - - 21831 40 2324. 40 19507 00 Racine, - — - - 1212 50; 12250! § 1090 00 Sheboygan, - 8143 64 1283 64 6860 00 Sauk, - . . 14653 25 1584 25 13096 00 St. Croix, - - -{| 1990 50 158 50! 1132 00 Walworth, - 11709 70 1470 70 10239 00 Washington, - -j; 11647 30 1935 30 9712 00 Winnebago, - - |. 4459 84 257 84} 1195 00 Waushara, - - 5857 75 573 75 | 4784. 00 Waupaca,  - - 3449 85 | 1182 85 2267 00 
| — '$175,517 18 1 $25,589 99 gia.aas 96 sO 

; |



6 

| AMOUNT brought forward of 16th Sechons. | 

Sold for. Prin. paid. Am’t due. 

Am’t brought forward, | Bie 5,517 18 | 825,082 22 | $149,934 96 

500,000 ACRES TRACT. | | | | 

___ COUNTIES. Sold for. Prin. paid. Am’t due. 

| BadAx, -  - - 5816 92 | 5816 92 
Brown, - - - | 2468 56 1417 00 1051 56° 

~ Columbia, - - - 18574 90 50 80 18524 10 © 

Calumet, - - - — 6180 16 ' 6180 16 

Crawford, - - - 13876 60 | | 1376 60 

Dane, - - - 27297 37 | 27297 37 

Fond du Lac, - - | ~—6881 25 831 25 — 

Grant, -  - > —  %689 74 7689 TA: 

Towa, - - = = 11140 32 | 11140 382 

Jefferson, (canal.)  - - | 2978 05 801 05 | 2677 00 

Waukesha, “ -  - 203 42 35 42 168 00 

| La Crosse, - - 20267 02 20267 02 

Lafayette, - - -| 18178 05 991 52 17181 53 

Manitowoc, - - | 11619 63 | 365,60 | 11954 08 
Richland, - -  - 14643 43 493 82 | £14150 11 

Sauk, - - - — 1879 388 287 20 7092 18 

| St. Croix, - -  - 31132 88 31132 88 

| - | 187742 68 (8941 91 | 183800 77 

46th sec. bro’t down, | 175517 18 | 95582 22 | 149934 96 

. 7 1 $368,259 86 | $29,524 13 $333,785 73 

. f



| “T oe 

_ Lhere has been paid outof the: School fund for APPRAISING | | LANDS in. the following Counties, to wit: 
| Adams, os - os - 829 00 Bad Ax, - ~~ - - - - 247 50 _ Columbia, - - - - - 108 50 Calumet, - - - - - - 70 60 Crawford, - - - - - - 875 00 | Grant, - ~~ .- - - - - 654 15 Jefferson, - - - - - -{* 43 70 Kewaunee, Door, & Brown, - - - 762 00 LaCrosse, - - - - - - 627 50 Margqnette, - . . - - | 506 00 Manitowoc, - 8 . - - -{ 100 00 | Portage,  - ~ - - - - . 985 50 - Outagamie, - ~~ .- - - - - | 287 50 ‘Rock, . - . - | 5440 Richland, - - - - -{ 517 50 Bt. Croix, - . — oo. 1135 00 “Waupaca, — - - - - - -.| 70 50 _ Winnebago, . - - ~ - | 88 %5 Waushara, — - - - - - - 282.00 

ae Total, - - - -'| $7795.00



| 8 | | 

There has been PAID OOT ON LOANS in the followmg 

Counties, in the ycar 1853, to wit: ) | 

Brown, - - - - - 2 8u0 00 

Columbia, . - et 1379 00 

Dodge, - - - - - 1025 00. 

Dane, - - - - - - 4622 00 

Fond du Lac, - a ~- - 408 00 

Green, . - - - - - os 250 00 

Grant, = - - - - ~ 1000 00 

Towa, - - - - - _- 1150 00 

Jefferson, - - - - - «|. 500 00 

Lafayette, - - - - = 1150 00 

La Crosse, - “ - - = =f 500 00 

Marquette, - - ~ - 1725 00 © 

Milwaukee, - - - ~ -} 800 00 

Manitowoc, - - - - 850 00 

Rock, - - - - - - 500 00 

Richland, - - . - — 150 00 

Sheboygan, - - - - 2000 00 

Sauk, - - - - - =. | 1800 00 

Waupaca, - - ~ - -} 125 00 

Walworth, . - - - - 1700 06 

Winnebago, - - . = - - 112 00 

Washington, - - - - 2350 00 

| $24996 00 —



; | 

| : ' 9 

The WHOLE AMOUNT OF LOANS due JSrom Counties, up 
to January 1st, 1854, 43; Fg 

Brown, - - - - ~ - 2100 00 Columbia, - - - - - 4204 0Q Dodge, - - - - . - 6375 00 Dane, .- - - oo. - - 27638 61 Fond du Lae, - - - - - 6221 00 : Grant, - - - - Lo 2025 00 Jefferson, - .— - - - - 5225 00 Kenosha, __- - - - - 2930 50 Lafayette,  - - - - - - 5535 00 La Crosse, - - - - 1400 00 - Marquette, - - - - - - 4769 50 “Milwaukee, - . . : - | 10678 00 | Manitowoc, - - - - - - 1650 00 Richland, - —_ - - - 750 00 Rock, - - - - - 5800 00 Racine county, - . - - - 11600 00 Racine city, . - . - - 7900 00 Sauk, - - - - - - 1300 00 Sheboygan, - - - he - 2925 00 -, Wankesha, - - - ~ 8585 00 | Walworth, - —- - ” - - 7246 00 * Washington, _ - (to . - 8700 00 Winnebago, . - - . - 1617 00 Waupaca, © - - - . . 125 00 Green, - . - - — - 3298 00 lowa,  - - - - - - 1825 00 

$142,429 61
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| SOHOOL FUND INCOME. a 

State of Wisconsin, im account with Edward H. Janssen : 

——————————————
— 

erase aaa aSRSa aac 

1853 | Dr. 

Jan. 1. !To balance on hand as per last | . 

| report. - . - -| 5549 12 : 

«“ !T'> amount received on certifi- * | 

« cates, previously issued, 47379 64) 

. “  iTo amount received on sales, 9402 33 . 

‘é co «“ “ loans 8847 38 
| 66 6é 6 in ad- | . 

“ vance for 1854. | 9482 84 5 a | 

a $7860 81. 

1853 | “Cr. | 

Jan. 1. |By am’t paid on apportionment a 

as per State Sup’t certificate, 56011 89 | 

“ By overcharges refunded. 173 82 | | | 

«| : —__—-—--| 56185 71 
| i cnet 

| Balance on hand, -~— - 17465. 10



: ST 11 | 
the following is the AMOUNT OF INTEREST on sales in the following counties, to wit : . | 

- GOUNTIEg. | AMOUNT. is 7 Coa 
Bad Axe - - - 11 83 | Brown, | . - - 17 $9 | | Calumet, - - - - .26 40 | : Columbia, - - - 309 32 Crawford, - : - - 13 08 Dodge, © - - - - 86 31 7 Dane, - - ~ 445 71 Fond du: Lac, - - - 53 89 Gree,n, . - - - 84 25 yt Grant os - - | | 259 37 | | owa, -: . - a (86 26 Jefferson, = - - ee | (113 87 | Kenosha, —- - - - | ‘17 07 | | Lafayette, - - - — 217 30 | La Crosse, — - - | 88 54 | Manitowoc, - - - (132 96 | | Marquette, oe - - | 165 22 | ae Milwaukee, - - - - | 167 96 | Outagamie, - - - 123 35 | Portage,” . . | “68 85 | Pierce, - —_ oe | 13 13 | _ Richland, - -— - | 38 89. (Rock, | gg G7 Racine, - - - - | 50 90 Sheboygan, - "= = 1 204 55 | Sauk, - = | 487 43 | St. Croix, - - - - | 10 %6 - Walworth, - - oe, 343 98 Washington, _ . - | 361 04 | Winnebago, _ - - 46 54 _ Waushara, - - 155 69 ' | Waupacea, — - oe 7610; | 

| | 16th sections, | | $4991 34 ; Oo | «$4991 34



19 | 

AMOUNT BROUGHT FORWARD 16th Section 

mount broughtforward, - | 4001 84) 9 

: —__.___——| $4,991 34 | 

500 000 ACRES TRACT. : | 

° counts. 
| 

“Bad Axe, - -  - 7 7|{ 169 05 | 

Brown,. - - - - - 89 55 

Columbia, - - ~ - =} 858 54 7 | 

Calumet, - - - - - 9235 86 | | | 

Crawford, . ~ oe ee 14 47 | " 

. Dane, - - - . - 748 06 | | : 

Fond du Lae, - - = - - 14. 62 | 

Grant, - - - - - 4115 21 | 

Towa, - - - - - - 151 33 |. | 

Jefferson, (Canal) - = - 141 3 

Waukesha, do - -_ = - 4 25 | 

La Crosse, - - - - 364 59 | 

Manitowoc, - - - - - 915 55. ) 

Richland, - - - - = 160 98 - | 

Sauk, -— - - - - - 320 50 |. : 

St. Croix, - - - = - A31 85. Lo! 
—____————_| $4410 99 | 

Total amount of interest, | | $9402 33 |



18 | 

UNIVERSITY FUND. | a State of Wisconsin, in account with Edward H. Tunssen, Treas- — Urner of University Fund. OO | | | 
, 1853, | 

Dr. | Jan. 1. |To balance on hand as per last | report —s- - — 1995 58 | . “ Tosales- - 2. . 7001 63 | _ , | | “five per cent forfeitures | NT 64 “| “sundry amounts on certifi- | : , cates previously issued, -- . - | 2020 62 | | “ | a — bt} $11095 47 . 1538-{ | - Or. | Jan. 1.| Byloang - 2. _ 225 00 | © publishing - . (825 | 998 98 “6 : oo ———} . — IBalanco on liand - ~ = | | | $10867 29



14 | 

UNIVERSITY FUND INCOME. | | 

State of Wisconsin, im account with HdwardH. Janssen; Trece- 

urer of University Fund Income: re 

en eee 
el ee : 

~ 1853 | | Dr. | ) , 

Jan. 1. 'To balance on hand as per last|_ foe 

yeport,- = 7) 7 7 1817 22.) 

. To amount rec’d on sales, - 1967 42) . 

66 6 66 certificates te | 

previously issued, = 2197 96. | po 

" To amount of interest paid in | _ fo, 

advance for 1854. - - | 350 14 | | 

To amount of interest on loans, | 283 51 ae | 

| | _—_—__-_—— $6,616 33 ' 

1853 | | Cr fl 

Jan. 1. |By treasurer of State University | fo 

as per vouchers, -  - - | 8255 21 | ) 

By interest on loan, -  - — 812 Ol | 

“ publishing, - 5s 15 50 , | 

“ amounts refunded, -  — - AQ 97 

* ——_———| 38,62569 © 

Balance on hand, -* - | $2,990 56 —



| AB | 
UNIVERSITY FUND. : 

| | COUNTIES, | Bales. / “Prin, rec'd. Am/t due from “Counties on | 

Columbia, ~ =] 9959 991 998 vo 8899 53/800 00) ~ Calumet, = - | : Dane, - = - | 15010 87] 1885 37] 14799 16 675 00 : Dodge,- —- 5186 85; 526 85/ 11495 00; 200 00] 8 64 Fond du Lae, - | 1081 06) 104 061 9510 00| | - Green,- | 2882 28) 520 88) 2719 00! 995 00 lowa, - -) 1280 66! 151 18 1105 00! | Jefferson, — - 8323 87) 931 87! .8479 00] 250 00 | ‘Lafayette, —- | 5511 14) 582 14) 5832 00 Manitowoc, - ~ 602 64, 62 64; 540 00 : Racine, - -| 2943 85] 995 85] 4390 90 | 85 35 Richland, - 8029.23; 3806 23) 4420%0) Rock, - = - | 5599 20] 578 90) 19345 26} 150 00]. Walworth, - | 2509 79} 254 79} 4812 00 _ Washington, - | 1524 05! 946 051 9862 00! 00.001 Winnebago, - 4999 53) 263 53; 7115 00| 300 00] 12 65. Waukesha, = - | | 43871 00; 1020 00} 21 00 
ot [Re0089 5187001 63/891604 slp OOlS77 64 | FOO =| ce , co  /PL62%: 85 

| ig55007 sf [95244 85 | 
Amonnt due on gales for 1853, - - - $53,987 88 Subject to interest at7 per cent, per annum, - - $95244 85



UNIVERSITY FUND INCOME. 

oo 
el oo —— 

3, Intere,t on cer- 

oma | ae tater aales.. tikicates Na eroans. 

Columbia, - - - - - 89 FZ) 200 Vu] 42 00 

Calumet, _ - - - | oe 

Dane, eo 475 55; 400 ! —689 «54 

Dodge, = 7 7 7 7 105 94 9047, 29 75. 

Foud dulac, - - 7 7° 95 46, 54 90 | 

Green, - - - - - 69 22 60 27 | 

lowa, is 47 28} 896 72 

Jefferson, - - 7° 7 394 61, 201 09} 17 50: 

Lafayette, - = 7 7 156 60} 40 00) | 

Manitowoc, - - - 11 56 49 00] | | 

Racine, - - - - - 122 12) 207 O1 - 

Richland, - -e ° - 100 46, 98 78 

Rock, - ~ 5 - 132 23} 106 94; 10 50° 

Walworth, - - 7° - 10 64, °95 72 7 

Washington, - - "7 ~ 85 52 69 70} 24 50: 

Winnebago, - - - - 80 74 76 00 | 

‘Waukesha, - me | 56 16} 119 72: 

| $1967 42 $2197 96] $283 51 

All of which is respectfully submitted. .
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«OFFICE ‘OF SUPT. OF PUB, INSTRUCTION, )"" es Mapison, ‘Dec. 81st, 1853, © ; | “To the Legislature : : a So o : _ es “ The law of this State ‘reriders it the duty of ‘the Superintendent | of Public Instruction to teport annually ‘td ‘the Legislature a | statement of the School’ reports from thé several counties of the | State; of the condition of ‘the public schools ; of ‘the school fund, | and ‘its manageinent: ‘and generally of such matters relating to ‘the educational interests of the‘State,’ a he’ may judge expedient, _ ‘In compliance with this provision, I transmit to: you'thé Prev, Annvat Report, from ‘the department of Public Instruction, - There are ‘45 ‘counties in ‘the state, from 39 of which-school reports have been received. The six counties making no reports _ | ‘are; Buffalo, Clark, Chippewa, Door, LaPointe, and Shawanaw. : An the counties from which reports: have been received, are :491 - towns; from the following six of which, no reports have been’ re. ceived :-—Kildare, Necedal e, Lisbon,..in, the. county..of Adams, ‘Howard; | Pittsfield, in the. county’ of. Brown, and. MW oodyille, in | the county of Calumet, ope taba. Ce age pe nn : | ‘The number of school districts reported 28-existing’ in. the State if jet . Te, ee res pe iiggyy 2073 “Number of parts of districts, - - - eee, 989 “Those styled parts of districts,” are portions of the game dis- | _— triet, lying in different towns, each portion.-being reported-as a part of district, in the -town!-where it: ies. . Parts of the:same district may sometimes ‘be found in. three or ‘four-towns. : ‘The * impossibility of learning, from the reports which reach this de-



| 
4 | 

, partment, the extent of these divisions, prevents more thanarude 

estimate of the aggregate of districts in the State. J udging as 

nearly as possible from such: facts ag are! apparent, the number — 

may be stated at not far from 9,500. nt 
7 

| | STATISTICS. 
a 

The number of children over the age of four and oo 

under the age of twenty, residing in the State, is 138,279 

The number of children between the above ages, one 

year.ago, was - oe 
re 124,783 

"The increase within the year has been, =. + |, 13,496 

a The entire number of -ghildren who have attended, 

‘school during the past year,is = See 2 9885 

" Being an inerease during the year of I 9579B 

~The following table will exhibit the whole number of children. 

jn the State, between the, ages of four and of twenty years, and 

‘tho number who have attended school, for each year, since the 

i rnaation of the public schools under the State governe 
Fears. Ce 

Whole No, of ‘Children. oo, No. who have attended School | 

qed9 MOOT 
B81 TA 

1850 
92,047 oo 61,597 

si Tet 
18,944 - 

agg ARATBB 
vn 88,042 

| The whole: amount of ‘monéy..expended 
in this State oeviev 

| ‘during’ the past year, for public schools, 
ig... - G1 T5134 17. - 

| This sum was expended for the following purposes: o's) > ath | 

_\ or teachers’ wages
, babe di boos $113,788.18 

te Building and repairing school-houses, ~~ 45,071 84. 

| 4 Libraries) > wo eee es -., 14646; 29 

let Buel, os Meh Ue oceyt “1,800: 68 | 

 . Other purposes, 7 San) 8,026,487 

. The appraised value’ of school-houses is: >.) 989,846 89. 

.. ‘The appraised value one year age WAS -- tar Q6LJTET BB: 

ce Ste 
Gelb poh hata tes cp bet 

Showing an increase during the year of = - $97,589 54



The following table will show the number of school-houses, the “various ‘materials of which they were ‘constructed, and. their vilut’ 
ation, at the end'of each: Year, from 1849 to 1853, inclusive) 70" 

"9 "=O 2's" * 1 oo cs a de 
HAR “By - ee Be! oc Pe -yatuetton: | , ae Gags Pe OB o OM & oon Pry Steere, en, 
A8S9 26: (25 | 859 | 294. 104... § 75,810 (a 1850 88 LCBO 568.1228 «178,246 67 | 1851 08 = =6BE TOKO” 928,506 61° | 1852 66 74 478. 819 1.1780 961,986 32 
1853 74 74 995 1069 9919 289,346 89 : 

“It-willbe seen that the number of good buildings has:.been:, | 
gradually gaining in proportion ovér the: number of infetior.struc;; 

- ttiresi’: In 1849 the number of log's¢hool-houses-formed amajority. 
over all others: . ‘The: number of framed housés has increased fase. 

ter thin that: of log houses, so: that: ‘within the last ‘twoiyears, the, 
| ratio has been ‘entirely! changed, and: the former now largely: out-- | 

riumber‘the latter.: Tt may? also be! added that there is at:the pres-- - | ent’ time in process of erection: mumber of, school-houses, in. vari-- 
ous parts of thé State, of a costly). and superior style of architec-: — 

| ture, the valueof which, or: their number, has not .yet: been re: | 
ported. ©. This fact should be considered iin all comparisons of: the: 
past with either former or future years; = he i eae yep — 

The following table will show the'average ainounl’ pat inonth’ paid. to male and female teachers respectively, witl the total 
amount expended for teachers’ wages, for each yéar from 1849 to 

| Fear Am’t paid per month to males Aut paid per month tofemales Total | ag goon yates of 1850 Vibe ggg 7" 39,741 59). 
BBL IIB , . 90T . - 96,636 06 | 1852 B84 BBQ ~ "105,082 18 TBS ABR gs 118,788: 18) 

__,, The highest price paid’ to any teacher in the State’'is $800 per :



snmp, in the city of Racine, In Kenosha, $700 per annum is 
paid; in Beloit $650; in Milwaukee $500 , in Fond du Lac, $400; 

in Madison, $500: The lowest price paid to any male teacher is 

$10 per month, in’a single. town in the county of Dane. The 

highest prices paid to female teachers; range from $200 to $250 

per annum; the lowest price paid is $9 per month,-in the coun- | 

ties of Adams and Galumet. For further statistical details, ap- 

: pendix A. may be consulted. | So - my a 

ia - [MPERFECT RETURNS. 4 oe : 

The reports made to this department are 80 imperfect as to ren- 

der uncertain almost: any conclusions except these based upon 

| their leading and‘neceseary: columns: of figures. Even these are: 

sometimes of: obviously. doubtful authenticity. 
As illustrations, it: 

may be mentioned that ih one town, scliools.are reported to- have. 

been. taught 46 - months within: the -year, ant in another 20:'4-2- 

months: within the year. In many cases the nunaber-of children: | 

reported as. attending. school. largely: exceeds the wholemumber ‘ 

reported as residing in the same town; as‘am instance, in.one town, 

the report reads, attending school: 436; whole. number resid ng;in. 

the town 327. In many of th e.counties: the; aggregate of male: 

and female children reported,: exceeds-cr' falls short of the whole, 

number of both, as reported.in. another; column 5 indicating: either: 

| a singular confusion in the mathematical faculties of the reporting 

officers, or'a still more singular confusion of the sexes of children 

in various towns. In such | cases, if the time before it would be- a 

come necessary to use the ‘yeports was sufficient, Lhave returned 

them for correction. Whether they were in all cases so amended 

as to conform to facts, or merely to reconcile their mathematical 

and sexual inconsistencies, may well be doubted. ant: 

In some instances reports were received from: town superinténd- 

ents.of schools, district clerks, and other officers, instead of from 

the clerks .of county. boards of supervisors, and in several cases 

the reports were rendered to the Secretary of State instead of to



vg 

this department: I lave wade‘ tse-of all’ thesé ‘reports! ‘in’ compil- 
ing the accompanying tables. Whether thy are’ of legal ‘sufi- 
clétiey upon which to apportion the public money; is'a subject Yor _ thé consideration’ of! my suecessor'in' office, oo 

There might be a vast amount of information collected frova re: Ports correctly made, that ‘would be of importané’:tiot only'a¥ il- 
lustiating’ the material progress of our publi: schools;ih attend: 
nee and the ‘meéans of support, bit’ alvo their intétwal chatacter and efficiency, their standing’in public estimation; thei#" inflenee 
wiport the mioraly and matiners of society: Ais'they now ard; they leave a -wider'field for spectilation than for certainty in’ alitiodt’all 
of thesé‘particulars. ° EE ; 

_. What theultimate amount of the school fund of ‘this: State. will 
bey. is difficult, if. not-impossible to estimate: The Hon: E:: Eerns 
BROOK;-chairman of the comithittee on éducation'.and the: sehoobh 

_ fund, in the convention which-foriied the State constitution; sub- 
Initted to that body, in company. with: the educational article;:: ant 
estimate that’ it would:amount’ to from: three to five, millions: of 
dollars: My predecessor in office not‘tnfrequently: devoted: him: 
self to elaborate ‘calculations’ upon. the* same subject, resting’ hig 
estimates upon. the'treasury’ reports of the: gclisol fund;. private | 
information and distant probabilities, In one ofthese calculations _ he satisfied’ himself that: $5,119,985--59 would’eover! thé suri!; in: another, that it would-require at léast $5,301,048 44,0 
The school fund consists, 9% ty hy 
dst. Of the: proceeds’ of the: galé-of the‘sixteenth: sectionof 

_ each: township in the State. Accordin g’ to’ a' table! prepardd by E 
Ay Larwam, Esq., of Milwaukeo; thee “are: 1,528 ‘of: these town: 
ships in theState. © 0 WE ef iaok “2d. -Of the ‘proceeds ‘of the sald ‘of the: 300,000 acres dotiated 
by Congress to the State, upon its admission intd the Union |. | The average appraised value of these lands-will not ‘vary fal - 

_ from: one dollar and'séventy-five cents peracré,



_ $d. Of the five-per cent. due the. State from the sales of publi¢ 

| ‘This fund, instead.of. being paid to: the State, has been, retained, 

since 1850, in the United:States treasury, upon an..ynadjusted 

claim. a pe ones tek Sapa Pyles atk 

_ It appears that in 1838 there was a grant of land made; by Gon- 

gress to the Territory of Wisconsin,,to.defray the, expenditure of 

opening a-canal..from Lake Michigan to Rock. River..; A, portion 

of this grant, , nearly 125,000, acres, was selected ,and;.sold : by. 

the territory... After the admission. of this State into. the. Union, if 

was proposed to. deduct the amount above, named as.seleoted and 
sold, from the 500,000 acres donated by Congress..to ceach new , 

State, and it was so done by the late Commissioner of the General 

Land Office. In 1851, W.-W: Brow; Esq. was appointed by 

Gov. Dewey, an agent on‘ behalf of the. State, to,;apply tothe 

proper department at Washington, and prevent, if, possible,. such 

disposition of any part: of the 500,000 acre tract.. ‘The subject — 

was referred;..upon: hig application, by the Commissioner, ‘to the 

Secretary, of, the Interior. and: the, Attorney: General,:; by swhouait. 

was decided that the dgductien was wrongfully made. It was. ace. — 

cordingly restored; but. the Commissioner still. held that.this, 

State was- indebted to.the general, government. for the amount of 

land; at two dollars and. a half peracre, which the. Territory had 

selected. and sold; from theicanal grant, and that, failing to pay it: 

self-from the 500,000 acre tract, it should recover.the sum in:some 

other way. ‘To. liquidate: this indebtedness, ‘the five ;péer cent. of 

lands sold, to which the State is entitled,; has been ‘.withheld,at 

the..direction..of: the commissioner, ‘The illegality. of this. arbi- 

irary disposition of the. five per cent. fund, is. evident from: a re- 

view of the fourth: resolution appended to the State Constitution, | 

adopted by the State, and assented to by Congress...’ By this rego~ 

lution, the 500,000 aeres.and the five: per:centum of the nett pro- 

ceeds of the public lands lying. within the State, were “granted to, 

: the State of Wisconsin for the use of schools,” .. To.now: divert 

this fund from the use solemnly established by: both Congress. and



| | | 9: 

the State, is a, manifest wrong. Whatever may be; the jegue of, 
the dispute between this State; and the; general government, it is evidently unjust that the school fund should suffer. If the gov- 
ernment insist upon the payment of the indebtedness, it has no 
right to claim it;and the State has noright to pay it, from a fund 
set apart by poth, for the use of, schools. The five per cent, fand 
iga portion of the, school fund. , The State has no greater right to devote it'to a payment for lands which the, territory selected, and. 
sold, than it has to take. from, the school:fund the. means for.xe- deeming the bonds which it has issued to the amount of. $100,000. 

_ within the past two years. It has the same right to devote‘ the 
school fund ;to. the payment of one species of indebtedness that it 
has to devote it to the payment of another. aan 

Since the organization of the State government, there has been 
paid of the five per cent. fund, to this State, $22,537,56, as follows: 
on the 14th of February, 1850, $10,513, 29, and on the 28th of 
August, 1850, $12,024, 27. The sum now in the national treasury 
and due the State, is probably about $20,000, which'I would sug- 
gest the propriety of an attempt to reclaim, for the school fund, 

“ to which it rightfully belongs. . , oe 
Ath, Of the fines, penalties, and forfeitures. levied.in the various 

courts of the State. Judging from.the amount which, from this 
source,.finds its. way into:the. treasury, it might be deemed that 

_ the State was in the enjoyment ofa rare exemption. from. crime. 
The inconsistency of. this . presumption: with facts, leads to the 
other belief, that but a small portion of the fines collected are. 
paid’ to the State. The amount cannot-be small which ig thus 
lost to the school fund from:the suspicious négligence, or open dis- 
honesty, .of public officers. _ I mention the fact to call, public at- 
tention tothe subject, and that those cases may -be brought to,the _ notice of justice, in which'this portion of the school fund is fraud- 
‘In addition to the above there is a probability of a. sum peing added to the school. fund forthe sale of: the swamp lands. i They, were granted by, Congress to, thie State to forma specila
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fund for their reclamation. If, beyond this, any’ proceeds: shall 

arise from their’ sale, it will doubtless be made a portion: of the 

school fund: - | ue pe Pay pe Me oe ue td 

From these various sources there will ultimately be realized, an 

amount not varying far from’ five ‘millions’ of dollars. Tt will be 

greatly ineréaséd or diminished, as’the’ yet uiisettled portions of 

the State prove attractive and saleable, and’ as‘it'is' mandged' with 

prudence, foresight, and Honesty. ~ 9 mE oo i 

Of the income of this fund there have been threés apportion- 

ments, as follows: Hei i se nee 
| Year 4 Amount apportioned! 

BBL 
a. BKB I90B- BF 

1852 88,708 84 | 
1853 | | 86,128 381 | | 

The following is a statement of the school fund at the present | 
ime: a a a a 

Due onlandssold, - - 956,442 85 

Due on loans, - - - - =e 151,266 BL 

Tn. treasurer’s hands, a ~— - 34,094. 92 

Total, - -- «=  . $1,141,804 28 — 

‘This amount, except’ that in the treasurer’s hands, is drawing 

interest at 7 ’per cent., which constitutes‘the income to be’ appor- 

tioned. If the interest be promptly paid, the amount for distri- 

bution on the 10th of March next will be'$77,530 98, or'a-fraction — 

over 56 cents to each child'in the State, between four years and 

twenty years of age. / ae a - oe 

7 0 HE UNIVERSITY FUND) 6 | 

‘The University Fund consists of the proceeds of 72 séctions, of 

two entire townships, of land’set apart by Congress’ in 1838, for the 

support of a Seminary of Learning in the Territory of Wisconsin, | 

and afterwards confirmed to the’ State for ‘the use of the Uni- 

- JIn addition to this, it is expected that the Saline lands will'be- 

come available for the same object.’ These lands, to thé amount of



72.sections,were granted, to this State, by: Congress upon the, con:. 
dition of their, being selected within. a year after its. admission into: 
the Union;. The selection was deferred until last winter, when. a. 
resolution passed the Legislature: asking the. ‘consent. of.. Congress- 

_ ‘0 an arrangement: by, which they might. be selected. and.added. 
to the. University land. Such _ an, addition: to the University. 
fand, is highly desirable. Its. present resources .are insufficient 
for the construction of the necessary buildings, and for its support 
aga ‘free institution to all the children of’ the State qualified to 
enter it. This increase of means would insure the speedy realiza- 
tion of both objects. i es 
The present condition of the University fund is as follows: 

| Amount due on lands sold, ne $79,245 18° 
fe OR loans, - ee. 8,620 00 

| “in Treasurer’s hand, =e 405867 29 | 

| ss MANAGEMENT OF SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY FUNDS. | 

dt has grown into.a fruitfal, perhaps a ‘just, source of complaint, 
that the. choicest portions of the School and: University lands are | 
being purchased and monopolized by speculators. The extent to 
which: this process of. monopoly:is: carried,:may be gathered from: 
the fact that single individuals have entered 5,000—8,000—10,000 
-dad-even 40,000 acres, forthe purpose. ofspeculation. The injury 
to the: State created by aidisposition of the lands which causes them 
to: lie: unimproved for years, ‘awaiting -a@ rise in their speculative 
value, instead of becoming: at: an early day the homes of industri: 
ous and valuable citizens, is manifést... It is an. equal wrong to 
continue. a policy which compels settlers, if they buy the best 
lands, to. buy of. monopolists, at an enormous advance upon. their. 
first. cost, depriving. those whose industry would be of most advan:. 
 tageto. the State, of all the advantages which the State can be- 
stow, of a cheap price anda long credit. The obvious good of



| 12 , | : 

the State, and the obvious rules of justice, require that. the settler | 

should receive constant . encouragement over the monop oliat— > 

That ‘this encduragement’should go go far as to give him précé , 

dence in all cases of doubt or privilege, to open the markét'to set!’ 

tlers before opening it to monopolists, -atcd to restrict sales to: limi: | 

tad quantities, will not’ admit‘ of ‘discussion Whether ’ it should’ 

not éxtend still: further, andto “prohibit all sales except to actual '' 

settlers, is a subject of graye consideration, | es ee 

“By the 24th chaptor of the Revised Statates, its declared that, 
on all school lands which are sold, not.less than ten-nor more than. 
seventy-five per cent. of the purchase money, as may. be deter: ; | 

mined by the Commissioners, shall be paid at the, time.of sale, 
the balance to remain upon a credit of ten years. This provision oe 

was. so far modified by an act passed at the session of 1850, as to 

- authorize the sale of such lands of, the 500,000 acre-tract..as the 

Commissioners might deem adequate security for the purchase 

price, upon a credit of thirty years, with interest payable annual- — 

ly in advance. | | OO 

There can exist no good reason, for restricting these. terms to 

sales of the 500,000 acre tract, and for refusing their application 

to the ‘sixteenth sections and University Lands. The:money that 

is received in pay ment for-these lands is nowimmediately loaned on ° 

real estate security, ndt: better probably than the ldnds themselves: 

would prove to insure:the payment of: the principal and interest,’ 

. Ow the principal thatthe State should! afford every en courage-- 

ment, to: the purchase of its lands; consistent: with the security of: 

the. fund and prompt’ payment of: the interest; I would recommend? 

that the Commissioners be - atithorized:to offer the sixteenth sec+i 

tions of the University lands for: sale upon the same terms.: which 

now govern the sale of the 500,000. acre tracti 8 uy ute 

“There is tio doubt but'that the school lands in many sections oP 

the State ‘are suffering from the depredations! of: trespassers’ in euts 

ting down and carrying away valuable ‘timber.’ ’ Thelawupon 

this subject is stringent and peremptory. It makes it the special i



. | Po Tb a Pal Ps yep ghee 13. AL Gah} hig ttylse. ep , duty of ‘Towa Superiintenderits “of ‘schools, ‘Upon receiving dtnfor- mation of ‘any trespass of this’ character in‘the: town, to commiz- nicate' the 'intellipence tothe District Attorney of the county, with _ ‘the'names-of the‘olfender and witnésses. ° It also gives to J usticés, _— ‘Cottcurrerit jurisdiction with ‘the éireuit court in all cases,‘ when the amount of damages does not'excead one hundred dollary;:. _~ This subject is’ mentioned to call the attention of Town Stper- intendents-to one of their most important duties, ' the care‘of the _—- Ainsold’school Hahds in their réspestive towns, i: ny A’ farther'suggestion in regard to the disposition of the “school fand will be found in another portion of thisreport,{ 6950 ©: 
HOE crongbs ol of «ahr somoor LAWS 

_.. A.subject to which I wish to direct special attention, is the im. _ §mediate publication of such laws as are passed from, yearto year, Affecting the school policy of the State, Since the revision of the "Statutes, numerous acts, have passed, many of them, important in their nature, an ignorance ; of some of which would involve dis- Aricts in inextricable difficulty. oe oo — | a 
., Such was the case with a law passed at the last legislative ses- _— -sion.,,.Ib changed. the whole system of school district taxation, _ and created new qualifications for district voters..: By its, own : __ Provision, it took effect on the first day of September last. Except, however, a.slngle insertion in the advertising columns of the offi- ial, organ of the, Legislature, it was not published till the last | Hays IM October i yt | - Between the time at which this law went into. effect and its fi- 
a publication in an accessible form, the annual'meetings were eld, im, the absence of a knowledge of the new law, proceed: ‘ngs joe of eourse had, acdording to the old. After an inter Sf weeks itwas legmed that neatly all the proceedings were ile. gal or of no avail. It’ was found that,the levies of taxes were Anvalid, becanse, the, new, duties of office were not ‘performed . that district officers were elected by unlawful, but innocent yotss
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‘The publication of the law was too late to effect its object, but not 

too late to produce | difficulty inexpressibly more detrimental than 

the evils it sought to remedy, ' It invalidated the action, of, ninee 

teen twentieths of the school. districts of the State...It rendered | 

illegal their levy of taxes for. school-houses; for. teachers wages 

and. for necessary repairs. The debts of many districts had..em- 

barassed them.tor years, © The. general: prosperity ‘led .them.to 

make an effort this year for their. payment. .Many, districts re- 

main indebted to the ‘teachers of their summer school...No tax; | 

es for either purpose can be raised till another year. | Inthe mean 

time thig amount of indebtedness. will form a fruitfal source of 

litigation. The justices. courts of the State will be. thronged -with 

prosecutors of school districts, which are legally unable to pay 

their debts, but arestill hable to a stitfor their recovery. Many | 

districts depend upon the tax to be raised the last fall for the pay- 

ment of teachers employed fox their winter school: Those teach- 

ers will be'uhable’ to remain a whole’ year the creditors’ of the 

scnodl districts, and will consequently take their: discharge from 

duties burdensome with the prospect of ‘immediate payment, but 

sntolerable when borne upoh the credit of a year. “Their sudceed- 

ing summer school wiil necessarially “be: dispensed with for the 

game reason. They will thus have forfeited their’ title ‘to an ap-— 

-portionment ‘from “the ‘school ‘fund for the ‘suecdeditig year, ‘for 

which there is'in law rio remedy. Bet Ls ve Drolet 8 

Some distriéts may have avoided troublé by'remaining’ inhap- 

‘py ignorance of ‘the ‘Jaw; until the: ‘taxes were collected. If ‘80, 

their obligations are due to their own‘ good fortune, and not to the 

policy which suppresses the statutes of the State il a knowledge 

of them is fruitful only of difficulty, © oe 

Tam not jgnorant of, the existence of the ‘statute, “making the 

publfeation, of the school law, with notes and instructions, the 
Haty of the Superiitendent of Public, Instruction. “But this af 
sr se remedy forthe evil. ‘That requirement of the statute 
calls for an edition of all the laws of the State ‘upon the subject 
 sehools, whenever the previous edition is exhausted, Syaaller
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and more frequent: editions might be published. But the expense 
of such .a. publication, ag often.as: the schogl legislation. of the 

* State may be .changed,.may,.judging from the history of past 
schogl legislation,;be easily imagined. I may.also.add, that of 
this portion of my. duty. I was xelieved by my:.predecessor,. who, 
as his last. a¢t.in. office, procured the printing of a large edition of 

all the .school laws then in, force, enriched. with notes. and .com- 
_ mentaries, the results of his official experience: This edition. be- 

came: éxhausted so recently: as to..prevent me from , imitating his 

kinduess and leaving.a similar legacy to my successor, res 

_ The wants. of school districts require, not an unfrequent, cum- 
| brois, and expensive volume of laws, but.the early publication, 

 asthey ard passed, of acts. affecting them, and their immediate, 
gratuitous distribution to-every school district in the State. They 

| could then be attached to the volume in :possession of the district, 
and effect their: present object, as well as remain for future ref: 
erences a a noe re 

. dn.this connection I would further call your attention to the 
code of laws upon which is haséd the school policy of, the State, 
‘The defects:in that code are numberless and radical. They | ex- 

_ tend to the yery basis, atid to all the details. . A practical acquain- 
tance of two, years withjits operations, enables me to speak with 
confidence and certainty, _ And, I repeat, there. are evils interwo- 
yen with the whole school policy of the State, They are not iso- 
lated.or individual, There is hardly.a provision of the law that is 
not. encumbered. with useless yerbiage and formalities; that is not 
ebscurad: by inconsistencies; that does not impose pnnecessary 
and byrdensome duties, or upon.the wrong efficer; or.that is not 
in direct conflict with, the constitution. " Such defects cannot be 

— mpmeilied by partial and superficial emendations. A total revis- 
ion.pnd change of the code, is absolutely necessary bon | : _ 7 | 

df there are, any: doubts. upon this | i bj ect, such examples as the 

-imits of this report will permit, may suffice. to remove them. 
nfffhie present ptadute gives to the State Superintendent the power 

éf deciding all-: questions of dispute underthe school. law. of the
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State. One of the most fruitful sources of difficulty is the divis- | 
ion and formation of'school ‘districts: Disputes’ thus .origitiating, 
almost daily find their way in solemn appéal tothe State Superis . 

tendent. : He becomes ‘exalted to the <inviduous office of umpire 

in numbérless neiphborhdod quarrels; that have. been fertenting 
for months in all’parts‘of thé State. "These quarrels he can only 

decide, he cannot enforce his decision.’ The’ law: has’ kindly’ en: 

dowed him with extraordinary functions, which it has given him 

no power to execute. To’ actias adviser, even if reqnested to so 

do, is necessarially to involve. himself as ‘a party to the enmity, if 

not the strife ; for, whether ‘he decides wrightfully or wrongfully, 

the disputants aré rarely better contented than they were at-firsti | 

An implied composition is, however, generally effected;:and they: 

lose their disaffection foreach other in complaints against the ar- | 

bitrator of their difficultiés. He ig able to soothe ‘the enmity of 

neighbors, chiefly by taking it upon himself I cannot express‘a 

high admiration for that system of adjutation that creates a tribu- | 

nal without power to execute its judgment, atid which is enabled 

to reconcile the resentments of parties only by assuming them’as | 

a vicarious object. If this were different, itis seldom that; in such 

cases, he can act intelligently, or, except by chance, justly. He is 

- distant from the scene of contention: Tt has arisen upon the con- 

tested propriety of placing a boundary upon one line instead of 

another. It isa question to be understood, much less decided; 

only by an acquaintance with the locality. His only source'of 

information is the interessed statement of.the parties’ to the'coms = 

troversy. With such proofs alone ‘before him, the probabilities 
between a just and an unjust decisien, dre not unevenly balanced: 

These controversies should never reach the ‘State Superintendent. 

The board of town supervisors is composéd of men acquainted — 

with the loealities of the town, and generally with the causts and 

merits of such difficultles.. ‘They have" fall'and final: jurisdiction 
in thé settlement of all disputes of ‘this ihttires nk 
~The formation of school districts is,-unless the parties subjéct | 

themselves to the delay, the’ trouble,’ and the'expense of an appeal
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~moft entire) y to a single individual, tho town superintendent. J+ 

_ tnay be a slight power, but the amount of local interest and neigh- 
borhood feeling involved, renders its exercise 2 matter of delicacy 
and. importance. The appeals now on file in this department are | 

| evidence of how often, in the indisereet division of Gistricts, it has 
been wielded at the dictates of amistaken judgment, or from per: 
sonal interest, enmity, or favor. The consequences of its use are 
neither small nor ephemeral. Strifes and resentments arise which 
a generation may not allay. Schools are reduced in numbers; 
the ability of districts to hire respectable teachers is impaired . 7 
scholars of the saine class are seattered to find new schools, new 
classes and new associates, or, perhaps, amore sudden end is the 
result, and the destruction of an ‘entire school preserves it from 
lingering uselessness and decay. os 

ihe same power—oxcept that it js irresponsible, for from it ne 
appeal Hes—decides who shall and who shall not teach the schools 

. of an entire town. Every teacher must receive from him a cer: 
tificate as a qualification for em ployment and a title to payment, 
Complaints, for which there is no remedy, are frequent, of the 
of the abuse of this power. Districts able and willing to pay : 
good teachers, have selected and contracted with those fa ‘hfal 
and competent. Upon repairing, for inspection, to the town én- 
perintendent—not imagining the possibility of such a result, for 
they had passed with credit numerous rigid examinations before | 
accomplished scholars—the certificate is refused, and they are dis: 
missed. Any pretext answers, for the range ef catechism is nn- ~ ) 
limited. If found proficient in learning, correct in theory of dise 
cipline, and upright in morals, a different religion, or an igno-* 
vance of some petty and technical art, known to the town superin- 
tendent, or a refusal to board with a friend of that officer, has 
often proved sufficient to insure and excuse a refusal. The reat 

_ reason may at length be unfolded by a proposition from the daugh- 
ter, the son, the niece, or relation, or near friend of the town su: 
perintendent, to teach the same. school. A man with extended - 
connections, if elected to this office, and disposed to s0 use 

3 a



his. power, may quarter his whole family vespectably tpon. the 

mwh, and reap all the pecuniary benefit of that libcral sacrifice: 

which men less selfish than himself are disposed to make for the: | 

cause of. free education. | 

The same authority receives and apportions the school money 

among the several districts in the town. By some error, acciden- 

tal or intentional, it not seldom happens that districts are deprived: 

of their rightful share of the funds, and do not perhaps receive 

justice until double the-sum has been exhausted by the litigation 

of years. And what shall be said further, of that officer who, 

holding this power, and following a profession Which thrives Upon 

contested rights, shall suggest difticalty and discourage strife, that | 

will find its way into. the courts and affordhim employment with. | 

an opportunity of engrussing for his professional remuneratlon,. 

the amount which formed the subject of controversy 4 

I do not allude so much to the acts of individuals as to abuses 

for which the law opens wide the door, and for which the remedy 

is simple and easy. Vhe division of power ensttres its more con 

siderate exercise. Lict three officers discharge the functions now 

enjoyed by ones Al wil notbe liable to-the same errors of judg- | 

ment; all will.not be subject tothe sametemptations, to the same 

interests, to the same jeelings of Javor or resentment, Prudence 

and justice will soothe many ingipientrstrifes, and preserve the 

peace of many communities. If itis objected that the number of; 

ofticers, and consequently. the expense of Government, would be 

increased, the objection may be removed by calling attention tu 

another portion of the law. 
| 

A useless and expensive office is that of district treasurer. Iis- 

duties have been nearly all transferred by the act of last winter, to 

the town treasurer, and there exists no reason ‘for reserving the re- 

mainder. District taxes are now collected by the town treasurer. 

They may with equal propriety remain, after collection, in the: 

town treasury, to be paid out on the order of the district in whicix. 

they were raised. ‘he number of school districts in. the State is. 

about twenty five hundred, that. of. towns about. four. hundred.and,
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twenty. It may be safely lefé to common sense to decide upon: 
the policy which creates eight hundred and forty offices, while: 

: abolishing between two and threo thousand. 
‘The clerk is now made the most inportant officer in the dis- 

trict. Yet, if dereleet in office, there exists neither a power of re- 
‘tnoval nor to compel the performance of his duty. A faithless 
officer may, a8 experience has alply proved, thus embarass the: 

— tetion of a school district, throughout: his entire term of office. 
| In the law of last session, to which Ihave already alluded, there- 

Js asingular contradiction, or an obscurity of expression, that will. 
~ devolve the clerks of towns and of districts in a continual conflict 

, of duty. It relates to the assessment of a tax, and whether that 
duty belongs to one officer or the other. It would at first appear, 
from the reading of the act, that ‘such assessment was the duty of 
the district clerk, but the ob vious injustice-that would result from 
such a provision, and the possibility of such a construction ag to- 
render it the duty of the town clerk, involire the swbject ia embar- 
assing uncertainty. The aet provides that the district clerk shal I, 
before a certain date, transmit to the toww clerk “@ tam list Of the 
taxes legally voted,” at the annual meeting. That date is previ- 

: ous to the time at which the town assessment rollis completed. 
The former law requires the district clerk to value property and. 

wss taxes on the basis of the most rucent assessment roll of the- 
town, The assessinent roll being unfinished, he-must resort to the: 
one of the year betore, based on the assessment made: a year.and 
a half previous. In the mean time, property may have larecly 
increased or diminished invalue. A man may have removed .a. 

| -house from his land, or he may have laid out his land into village: 
dots and erected ahouse upon each lot. The greatest inequality 
aud injustice would resnit from a tax levied upon so remote a ba-. 
sis. In addition to this, the-service is adaborious one, and.a hard. 
ship to the district clerk, whose services are rendered gratuliously. 
Dut if this duty belongs to the town elerk he can perform it with 
‘ease and justice,~-as he has before him the valuation of property 

| taken-but afew months previously——and levy the tax upon the:
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same basisas the town taxes are levied, for which he is well paid. | 

These considerations leave no doubt as to the officer by whom the 

duty should rightfully be performed. Bat the law has obsenred 

it with confusion, leaving to each officer a dubious choice between | 

his modes of procedure, and involving him in pleasing uncertain- 

ty whether heis fulfilling the statute, or whether he is assuming 

2 voluntary and illegal service, wlich may deprive his district, | 

or all the districts in his town, of their essential means of support 

for an entire year. . - 

Thesame act provides that no tax shall be voted except at the 

first, or each annual meeting. Without alluding to the technical 

doubts as to whether the word “first” is intended to mean the 

first annual meeting or the first meeting of a new school district, 

the provision gtill defeats its own object and allows a tax to be 

voted as often as the voters of aschool district may meet together. 

Many school districts have indulged in the habit (of doubtful pro- 

priety, perhaps, though perfect legality, of adjourning their annual 

ineeting from time to time as convenience, inclination, or the ne- 

cessity of further action, might dictate. They might thus adjourn 

from week to week, and at each adjourned meeting, vote a tax 

through the whole fifty-two weeks of the year. | 

[have pointed out a few of the defects, radical and incurable, — 

of our present school code. I make this public and official expos- , 

ure of those defects to justify the perseverance with which I have 

urged upon two suecessive legislatures the necessity of a revision 

ef the school laws. It was my natural desire to see our school 

system approaching that perfection which the magnitude of the 

{und encouraged, and the public good demanded. Perfection may | 

not have been possible, but improvement was within our reach.— 

Systems cannot at once be made perfect. If adapted to the pres- 

ent day they loose their adaption with passing time and social 

change. They must be subject to frequent and careful imaro¥e- 

wnent. It was upon this principal that I urged a re-examination 

and revisal of our school system. It was faulty and incomplete. — 

Its evils were manifest and manifold. The course which I reeom-
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micnded was rejected, and our schools left to bear still larger the 
burden of an unjust, unequal and impracticable form of laws. | 

a Asa single step im the right direction, the Senate last winter 
adopted a resolution requiring the Superintent of Public Instrue- 
tion to revise and codify the school laws, and submit his revisal to 
tle commiitee on edr~-tion for consideration at the summer ses- 
sion. I compiled with the request so faras it extended. The 
laws relating to the saic of school lands and the management of 
the fund, though defective, did not seem to come within the terms. 

| e¢ the resolution. Neither did I incorporate into the prepared 
code, measures which I deemed of vital importance to the school 
interest of the State, but which had been before the Legislature, 
and failed to meet their approbation. The report which I submit- ’ 
ted was never acted upon. A copy is herewith transmitted, [See 
Appendix ©.] not perhaps as the perfect model of a school code, 
but which your enlightened action may render far superior to that - 
under which the school districts of the State have labored for 
mcarly five years. 

| - SCIHOOL-HOUSES. 

A comparison of the reports of 1853 with those of previous. 
— VeRTS, affords: hopeful evidence of a change in public sentiment 

upon the subject of school-houses. By reference to the accompa- 
nying tables it will be seen that the poorer houses are appraised 

eva very low scale, beingin many instances estimated at scarcely 

| above, or perhaps below, their value for firewood. A great num- 

ber have been sppraised at from two to five dollars, one as low as 

litty cents, one at eighteen, and one at six cents. This may be 

| fairly termed a cheering indication, for astructure that is deemed 

of little or no value, will soon be superceded by a better one. 

But, while this canse for congratulation exists, there are also 

reasons for regret that the spirit of improvement has not been 

| more active and fruitful. There is still a vast labor to be accom- 

plished, demanding means, time, and sacrifice. Nothing can be et 
.
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“nrore importance ‘to a scheol than a house that shiciés them from 

‘the inclemencies-of changing seasons, from the cold, the heat, and 

the rain. A schoel-house should be something besides a miserable 

stracture resting like a deformity in the midst ef a school district, 

and which squalor itself would reject for a dweiling. | It should 

bear the appearance of other than a building which had served 

through all possible uses, till, as wnfit for anything else, itw -e 

graded into a place for the education of ehildren. A school-hoitse 

should be neat, elegant and tasty. It should form an attractive ob- 

ject in a landseape, and exist as a credit toa neighborhood, an out- 

-ward and obvious evidence of its progresgand refinement, 

School-houses should be not only beautiful in their exterior, and 

comfortable so far as regards shelter from the storm and the sun, 

‘hut should possess a healthy location. Ihave nowin my recollec- 

tion, a school-house in this State, neat in its external appearance, 

and commodions in size,which was situated in the centre ofaswamp 

bordering upon a sluggish creek, and whieh in wet weather was | 

amapproachable, except by leaping from one stone or stick of wooG 

to another, for a distance of eight or ten rods. The selection of | 

‘the site upon which it was built was evidently a stroke of policy 

on the part of the district to avail themselves of the generosity of 

some proprietor who had donated for a school-house site, a piece 

of land unfit for anything else, in order to render the balance of 

his estate more valuable. It may perhaps require the: experience 

«if years to afford convincing proot that such a site, thus obtamed, 

| is the most expensive one upon whicha district can erect a school- 

house. Children cannotattend school in a house so loeated and 

retain their health. It is impossible that the miasma, from the 

marshes, fens and stagnant pools can be inhaled day after day 

without harm to the system; that vaporsladen with poison can be | 

received into the lungs without leaving there the germs ef danger- 

ous, if not fatal disease. | 

‘The first consideration in locating a school house should be that 

of health. It should be placed on adry airy eminence, with- a
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southern exposure if practicable and easily accessible at all sea: 
sons. | — 

But the healthiness ‘of aschool is wot dependant alone upon. 
the location of the school-house. Its proper internal arrangement 
is no less necessary than a salubrious situation. There should be 

~ means for thorough ventilation. It is difficult to estimate the im- 
_ portance of this provision. It is an absolute necessity to comfort 

and to health, indispensible to the agreeable pursuit of study, te | 
- @ase and toenjoyment. 

The proper arrangement of seats and desks is of no less impor- 
tance. Ihave seen in this State large and costly school-honses 

totally ruined for practical use, by the mannerin which the seats 
were planned and coustructed. In some, a single seat with-a desk 
Aefore it, extended the whole fength of the school-room, so that ne 
scholar coutd approach his own seat- without disturbing all by 
whom he was obliged to pass. In others, the desk was placed _ 

_ against the wall withthe seat before it, rendering it necessary for 
scholars who wished to write, to cipher orto use their atlases, to 
entirely change their ‘positions by lifting their feet over the bench, 

| to the disturbance and discomfort of others, perhaps to the viola- 

tion of common modesty. Seats. frequently bear evidence of 

| having been constructed for giants instead of children. The seat 

of a chair in which an aduit person of ordinary size can sit with 

ease,is from fourteen to sixteen inches from the floor. Yet in 

school-houses I have measured seats intended for children to sit oO 

upon, that were over twenty inches. in height, and these perhaps, 

without a support for the back ; sloping either backward or for: 

ward, and requiring in. the maintenance of a position upon them, 

more than an ordinary degree of tenacity. But this is not all+ 

clesks ave frequently placed forward from. the seat ita distance of 

not less—as Ihave found by measurement—than eight or ten | 

inches; this.distance must be spanned by the child whenever his 

studies call for the use of a desk, To illustrate the comfort with 

which science can be pursued when thus situated, let any indivil- 

walseat himself upen.a.table, place » board in front, just within
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reach of his elbows, and: attempt in that position to write. No 

wan in robust health, would be willing to practice this experiment 

for an hourin each dax, during a single week.. Yet parents— 

thoughtful parents, send their children to endure for months the 

game system of torture, withouta sympathetie pang for their dis- | 

tresses. I acknowledge an inability tesolve this singular and con- 

tradictory mystery in, human calculation and conduct. Parents 

ave generally kind to their offspring. The warmest affection has 

for its objeet the fruit of domestic love. The parental heart will | 

throb with anguish and fear lest the blast visit too roughly, or the 

sun shine too fervidly gpon the childish form. Yet the most ten- 

der solicitude will scarcely comprehend the physical danger to 

which the child is subjected, who is made to,endure, day after day, 

the lingering pain of -a suspension between the floor and the ceil- 

ing of the school-room, without a support for the head, the back or 

the foet, obliged, when study calls for the use of a desk, to exer- 

cise every capacity of tension, in stretching across the gulf of dis- 

tance that separates the one from. the other, incurring in the effort — 

the constant hazard of falling between the two implements of tor- 

tare. | 
Such a.course.of abuse-is not without its effects wpon the yield- 

ing form of chil@hood—arresting its development, andimplanting 

init the seeds of disease and racking pains. While visiting in 

such schooel-rooms as I have attempted to describe, my profession- 

nl eve has often detected the incipient stages of spinal curviture, 

aud other revolting deformities. I have known parents who 

through years of sorrow, mourned the fate that erowned domestic 

hope with a monstrous creation, without reflecting that its tender 

form was not distorted’ by nature, but by the furniture of the 

gchool-room. To exaggerate effects to which children, are liable 

from these causes is impossible. An -escape. from those. effects 

forms.a more reasonable object of wonder, as a triumph of the 

clastic pliancy of youth over the most crucl exposure to. danger 

| and to siffering. * : | | 

~ *Nowe.-—These views are supported by the experience of some of the most eminent medical men im 

tha country. or the opiniony af some of these.gentlemer, see Appendia Ry,



| | 25 

If these were the hazards necessarily ineurred in ACHUITINE an 
education, there might be reason in assuming the risk, andendur- | 
ing the torture. But the destruction of comfort, and the danger 
to health, are the worst obstacles in the path of learning. They 
obstruct the very ends for which it is undertaken. The same in- 
iiuences which infect the system, retard the progress of study. A 
child, restless from suffering, caunot learn—the atternpt is useless. 
By rendering the school room comfortable, the child is at once re- 
lieved from the danger of disease and from the greatest diliculty: 
in the pursuit of science. 

The seats and desks should be so constrneted that the former 
will be easy to sit upon, and the latter easy to use. The seats for 
the small scholars should be about eight inches high, those for the | 
largest scholars should never exceed. fourteen or sixteen inches. 
Dy placing the highest seats nearest the walls, and the lowest 
scats in front, with intermediate grades forthe different sizes of 
caildren, and by making thein of the right leneth each to accom- 
modate two scholars, with allers—which need not exceed clolitecn 
inches in width—between the various tiers, there will be acl jevedt 
a comfortable and conunodions arrangement of seats. The desk 
should be constructed with its back edge directly over the front 
edge of the seat, and in height proportionate to the size of the 
scholar. It can then be used with comfort to the scholar in stad y- 
ing and writing, and without danger of violence to: the system. 
It ascholar has occasion to rise for recitation, or to address the 
teacher, he can step into the aisle by his side, and oceupyitwhile 

_ it continues necessary to remain in astanding position. Jexperience 
has shown that this is not only an economical, but a yadicious and 
convenient arrangement of the furniture of a school-rovin. 

| A-dread and dislike of the sehool-room, seems to be almost 
intuitive in many achildish mind. It is manifested from the 
earliest attendance at school, from the first experience of its-re- 
straints and duties. This is not unnatural. It can hardly be ex- 
pected that a structure which is to the child a scene of suifering 

“h



26 | 

through years, where the system is warped by torture, and all the 

porils of disease and deformity incurred, will be daily visited with. 

delight, or daily left with regret. | oO 

Sehool-houses should be made the abodes of home-like ease and 

comfort. Lhey shonld be surrounded by play-grounds and over- 

spread with shade. They should bein a choice, pleasant, and re- 

tired spot, at a distance from haunts of dissipation and indolenee.. 

‘They should be provided with appropriate conveniences for all the 

wants of the child, to preserve the modest delicacy of habit from | 

otrage, and the decent moral sense of nature from violatien. 

They should be provided with a well or spring of pure water, to _ 

preserve the grounds of neigaboring inhabitants from instruston. 

They should have mats aud serapers, sinks, wash-dishes, and tew- 

Gis, as the necessary means of cleanliness. They should be pro- 

vided with a clock, to mark the lapse of time, to indicate the hour 

of commencement, of reeitation, and of recess, to teach order and 

system, and asa constant monitor to impress upon the mind the: 

valag of present hours and opportunities. They should have — 

elobes, maps, and blackboards, to illustrate the lessons of the text: 

book. A school-house thus provided, presided over with cheerful 

and dignified amenity of manner, and frequently the scene of 

parental visitation and care, will not often be shunned by those 

for whose good it was erected. | | | 

Schoolhouses should be beautiful in their location, in their style 

of architecture, in all their surroundings. Ife who misunder- 

stands the utility of beauty, knows but half the uses of life. The 

world to him is but half unsealed; the richer and the better por- 

ion ishidden fromhim, Beantiful sights create beantiful thoughts, 

| and beautiful thoughts are the germ of pure principles and noble 

actions. The contemplation of beauty is not only a source of the 

most perfect delight, but is a high impnise and encouragement to 

be and to do that which is beantiful. Its elements enter into the 

mind; they mingle with the soul; they give birth to a chastened: 

and refined philosophy, the fruits of which are seen in all the acts,. 

in all the ways and words of life. Truth is itself beautiful, and



the higher the trato, the higher is its attribute of beauty. The 
mind which grows from youth te age amid scenes and associations 
«# loveliness, will have borrowed their he and radiance, and will 
ever live in the iutinence they shed, with passions softened from 
Hierceness and pride, with affections warm and pure, dispensing 
good with a liberal hand, enduring evil with graceful cou posure 
and fortitude. This is the use and the office of beauty. Itisa 
fine and noble instrament for moulding the charactor and forming 
the intellect of childhood. . 

‘there is reason for urging at the present time the iinportance of 
attention to these particulars in the construction of school houses. 
Many of the primitive buildings, erected at an carly day, in which 
the children of the first settlers obtained the rudiments of edues- 
tion, are fast going to decay, and their places are bein g@ supplied 
by those which are intended to serve the purposes of a ecneration 
to'come. ‘Lhere is reason why these houses should be construeted 
with a view te the highest udlity, and to their probable perme- 
nenee, | Oo 

if there is any object upon which extravagance may reasonably | 
be displayed, it is npona school house. The greater the sum 
which a neighborhood invests in such a buildings, the greater will 
be their anxiety to see it used to the best advantage. Ibis at 
omce au evidence of a deep interest in the sabject of popular edu- 
cation and the stimulant of a still deeper interest. As a matter of 
potey, a good school-house is an ebject of consideration. Tt is an 
witractive sight. ‘Che most worldly prudence, in selecting a spot 
tor emigration and a home, will choose, other things being equal, 

— & community in which theaneansof education, while being cheap- 
ly aflorded, are highly valaed. A good school is a great advan- 
tage to all in its vicinity, is.an evidence of high civilization and 
wetined progress. J have kuown, within the past year, instances in 

— which men of wealth and respectability, who would be an acqui- 
sition to any community in this State, have selected a residence 
and invested their means in a town, the schools of which are a 
credit to the State, instead of settling, according to the first in- 

. 
: 

>
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| tention, im another town, where the dilapidated sehool-houses are 

miclancholy illustrations of the interest felt in public schools. 

they not onty wished their children to enjoy the facilities of -a 

good education, but deemed that community the best in whieh to 

| live, where those facilities were provided by an enlightened and 

liberal publie spirit. 

I here renew the recommendation expressed in my last annual 

report, In relation to loaning the school fond in limited sums to 

school districts, for the ercetion of school-houses. The fund—ex- 

eept its incoine—as now used, subserves no public end or good. 

It is loaned for the mere purpose of realizing the interest and se- 

curing the principal. It is entirely diverted into the channels of 

private speculation and business, conferring benetit, perhaps, up- 

on individnals, but none upon the public. If it is possible to ae- 

complish a vast public good, while at the same time profit and se- 

curity are gained, by the disposition of the sehool fund, it shonld 

be done, and neither the means of private aggrandizement nor am- 

bition sheuld be allowed to compete in importance with such an 

object. By loaning the school fund to school districts, to be ex- 

pended in the erection of school-houses, the highest and most per- 

wnanent public good would result from the use of the principal, 

| while both principal and interest would be more secure than at 

present. 

To this disposition of the fund no disinterested public objection 

can be raised. There may be weight in the consideration that ut 

is dangerous to disturb the system which was adopted with pro- 

found deliberation, and whieh has withstood the test of trial for — 

four years. But it may with more reason be urged that the terna 

for which the first loan was made has not yet expired, and it is 

hazardous t9 appeal to experience, the first results of which are 

not yet apparent. HH still maturer deliberation has discovered 

and approved a different system of loans from that which was first 

adopted, it is more a duty tomake the change than it was to estab- 

lish the original system. In favor of such a disposition of the 

fund, the reasons are many and manifest. It would biing back. 

‘ '
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to the original design the use of the fund for the public good, in- | 
stead of leaving it to be diverted into the channels of individuat 
enterprise and profit. It would make it more secure, as a whole 
school district is better security for the same amount, than asingle 
property holder init. It would render both the principal and the 
interest the means of conferring upon all the children of the State | 
the benefit of a free education, by the application of the former 
to the erection of school-houses, and the latter to the support of 

_ teachers. It would convert both the fund and the income into an 
exhaustless gratuity to the people and to their children forever. 

| TEACHERS, | 

The compensation afforded to the teachers of the State is mis- 
erably inadequate. A single glance at the tables of this report 
will show that at any other profession, or any mechanical employ- 
ment, a man of ordinary industry can earn more than by teaching 
school. The tendeney of such a policy is inevitable. Tt torces 
those best fitted for the profession into the pursuit of more profit- 
able avocations, and invites into it men whose skill or industry 
could gain a livelihood at nothing else. | 

If there is any man unfitted for a teacher, it is one who has 
failed in other employments, aud who turns his attention to this 
as the last resort for obtaining the means jof subsistence. le is 
generally addicted to vagrancy and idleness, is weak and incffi- 
cient, of easy habits and doubtful morality. The causes-of his 
failure in other avocations, are the very causes which unfit him for 
this. The very weaknesses and vices which ruined all his own wie 
dertakings, he will instil into the minds and engraft upon the char- 
acter of those under his teachings. They will acquire his vacilla- 
tion of will, his indolence of disposition, his variable purposes, his 
yielding cowardice in view of difficulty and hardship, and will 
grow to maturity with the same {traits of thought and habit, and 
suifer in their prospects the same constant blight which he has suf: 
tered in his. | | 

An equal evil is incurred by the employment of the ignorant
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andl the vicious. The child that attends a school taught by « 

tencher incompetent for his duties, or rechfoss in morals, can but 

acquire: first, habits.of idleness, and then habits of vice. It will 

not require long for even dull minds to pertect themselves in the 

| limited acquirements of such a master. With nothing more to 
~ jearn, because the teacher is incapable of furtier instructing them, 

they fall into indolence or mischief. They Jearn to despise an in- 

structer who knows no more than themselves. Their contempt is 

shown by rebellion to his authority, perhaps by his forcible ejee- 
tion frem the school room. A violent result may be avoided by a 

teacher who debauches the minds of children who can learn noth- 

ing from him but rollicking buffoonery, and wlto devotes his pow- 

ers to the vicious amusement of those whom he cannot instruct. 

Or, he may adopt an unnianly harslmess towards the scholars un- 

der his care, and preserve subordination by fear, after forfeiting 

lhis title to respeet, thus ontraging the weakness of such as he is 
unable to teach. oo 

Such teachers are employed, perhaps from the necessity of hav- 

ing them or none, perhaps from false ideas of economy, — In dis 

tricts more or less remote, it may be impossible to obtain good 

‘toachers; if they ‘can be obtained, it may be impossible to pay | 

them, In other districts, where applications from good, perhaps 

the best of teachers, are frequent, the duty of their employment 

may be left with those who are governed by the prejudices of.a 

narrow parsimony. The leading object of such men is to dispense 

with whatever is not of the highest necessity, and to obtain at the 

lowest possible price whatever is. When their thoughts are di: 

rected to the subject of free education, the branch of it whica en- 

grossed all their attention is the taxes required for its support. 

Minds governed by such considerations should never possess con- 

trol of the educational interests of a district, for a district thus 

eomtrolled will always suffer from the evil of a poor teacher. 

Where the means of education are beyond the reach of a commu- 

nity, education is of course impossible. The situation of that 

eommunity is still more deplorable, where ‘those means are sube
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jected to these of a miserly economy, and when the instruction of 
the growing generation, instead of being committed with solemn 
injunctions to a teacher intelligent, discreet, and virtuous, is 
awarded as a prize to whatever vagrant will do it the cheapest. 
fn one community, the minds of its children are allowed to @X- 
pand unimproved by culture, but also uncontaminated by the in- 

—Huence of a teacher’signorance and vice. In the other, the minds 
of the children ‘are left tu the doubtful example of a strap ger, 
perhaps a simpleton and a profligate. With a poor teacher, the 
cuildren are certain to learn nothing worth the aequirement. With 
no teacher they are certain to learn from one nothing that is bad. 
Upon these facts [rest my belief that no school at all is preferable 
to one taught by an incompetent ‘and unfaithful teacher. | 

It has been gravely urged, in-the presumption of folly, or as an 
excuse for parsimony, that an illiterate teacher is best for a schoo] 
ef beginners; that a teacher who knows but little is better adapt 
ed to scholars who know still less, for the reason that the necessa« 
rily narrow range of the teacher will keep him within the under 
standing of the child. They would convince us that the less a 
teacher knows, the better teacher he is; that ignorance is a valua- 
ble aid in imparting knowledge! Wohin this proposition is stated | 
80 as to present its preposterous absurdity, but few will believe that 
it has ever been scriously maintained. Such however is the sin- 
gular and melancholy fact, and such is the policy with which some 
school distriets in the State have employed teachers for their ¢.il-. 
dren, — - | 

The evil of a poor teacher is not restricted, in its influences, to: 
rendering the school valueless, or to the temporary. evil habits 
acquired by the scholars. Ilis influence upon children is more: 
durable. They will acquire his low maxims of life, his vulgarity: 
of opinion, his looseness of morals, that the vigilant eare of future: 
teachers and the best: of friends, the instruction and discipline of. 
_years, may. fail to efface. | | 

No disease is more infectious than vice, none so subtle and peril+ 
“ous. Lhe contagion may be breathed, but its effects may not be:
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developed till aficr successive changes in situation, in age and cir 
eamstance. It may then meet an exciting influence that will call 

it into active and deadly operation. | 

The evil cf bad teachers is one which legislation cannot remes 

dy. The law may do all which it can do. Guards as strong as 

the law can create may be placed around the school-room to ex. 

-clude the impudent and faithless pretender. But parsimony, or | 

erroneous views of the difference in value between a bad school 
and a good school, will defeat—too frequently defeat—the wisest 

intentions of law. | | | 

The first means of remedy hes with town sn pecintendents. 

They should rigidly cxamine every applicant in the branches re- 

quired by law to be taught, and should also demand evidence of 

morality, of fitness, and ability to teach. Compassion for a mani- 

fustly incompetent, but young and trembling applicant, should not. | 

tempt an officer to violate known duty. His heart may be strength- 

ened by indulging in sentiments of compassion for the school so 

unfortunate as to be placed under the care of a teacher to whom 

lis judgment refused, but his‘pity granted, a certificate. The happy 

violence of one passion may perhaps neutralize the other, and 

| leave the understanding to its wabiassed action. Jor his further con- 

aideration and support, l would suggest whether the certificate 

wrung trom his sympathy is less a violation of law, less a fraud 

upon the public and the school fund of the State, than one granted 

to a person notoriously incompetentand immoral. But above all, 

town superintendents should strictly and consistently refuse cer- 

tificates to strangers unprovided with respectable endorsement, and 

who depend upon their importunate audacity to gain what it was 

known would be refused to unsupported ignorance. They should 

not grant certificates from friendship nor refuse them from spite. | 

They should give and refuse only when the law and their most en- | 

lightened judgements dictate. They should visit schools often,. 

They should advise with teachers on the principles and the details 

of study and discipline. If they find teachers in the proper and 

faithful discharge of duty they should encourage them; if they
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find them incapable and unfaithful, and without promise of improve, 
ment, they should annul their certificates. | 

Tae same high rales of duty should govern district officers in 
7 employing teachers. They should hire good teachers and pay 

them well. It isavorth more to teach school than to pursue the 
common manual avocations. Superior.and more varied qualitica- 
tions are required, a higher responsibility is assumed. The laborer 

_ is worthy of his hire. A good school cannot be expected at a poor 
price. A dollar saved by the employment of a bad teacher is a 
hundred fold: lost in the ignorance, the vice, and the time mis- | 

| spent, of growing childhood. The system of free education re- 
quires liberality at the hands of those who have adopted it. It is 

_ asystem founded upon a broad,a free and an enlightened gener- 
osity. In selecting teachers they should select those of good hab- 
its and correct principles. They should select those that the most 
virtuous and refined would not be unwilling to invite to their 

_ houses, and treat with social equality and respect. Lhey should 
-. not select the vain, the flippant, and the @ay; bat the grave, the 

prudent, the thoughtfal, the intelligent, and last, but not least, those 
who are impelled by a constant and religious sense of duty. 

_ More especially and more highly, the remedy for bad teachers 
_ rests with parents themselves, in their care, their watchfulness, 

their solicitude. It rests with public opinion, enlightened and 
warned by experience; with an advancing interest in the purposes _ 
of free education; with the people of the State, who regard as . 
above price the virtue and welfare of their children, to effect a 
cure that shall be radical and permanent, 

itis with pleasure that I turn from a class of teachers, of whom 
it has been my duty to speak with the paintul severity of truth, to | 
the other and larger class of the teachers of this State. In my 

- intercourse with them, I have found them capable and fit for their 
duties: I have found many of them accomplished members and 
ornaments of their profession—men and woman who have brought 
judgment and art and the acquirments of years to the dischargo | 
of their high trust, and have witnessed the fruit of meritorious 

9
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| labor in the respect of community, and in a growing generation, 

wise, sober, and virtuous. | | 

The teacher is more than the mental instructor of the child. 

Te is instructor, guardian, ruler, and friend. The time of his 

| - engagement may be short, but the impressions, principles, motives 

and guides to action, which he leaves, are forever. The influence 

which he exercises on the morals is proportionate to the impulse 

which he gives the intellect. He inspires sentiments while he | 

ineulcates knowledge. His example is more fruitful of results 

than the lessons he teaches. The child learns more from the 

teacher than from all the books. And while that learned from 

the printed page is forgotten, that impressed by the acted daily 

life endures to the end. It is this which renders the office of | 

| teachers important, which renders moral fitness more indispensible 

than literary acquirements. an : 

Lhave alluded to the difficulty of obtaining good male teach- 

ors in districts of small resources. In my last annual report, I 

urged the employment of female teachers, where male teachers 

could not be obtained, and expressed the opinion that for all schools » 

composed of small scholars, female teachers were far preferable. 

Observation has confirmed me in that opinion. Woman is the ) 

natural guardian of the child, and of the childish mind. The 

bearing of a woman, however young, to the child placed under 

her care is influenced by an intuitive and premature sentiment of 

maternity. Ier lessons are conveyed in a voice more inviting. 

Ifer language naturally adapts itself to the childish comprehen- 

sion. In woman the affections are stronger than the intellect. The 

heart governs and guides the reason. She naturally addresses the 

- teclings rather than the understanding of the child. She seeks 

gently to lead the object of her care by kindness instead of compel- 

ing it by fear. Men in administering punishment are too often 

severe and inconsiderate. They render the penalty proportionate — 

- to the abstract enormity of the offence. Woman is more apt to con- | 

sider the temptations which led, and the weakness which yielded 

to vice. She more often tempers punishment with grace, and
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awakens a regret for wrong, when harsher means would have con- 
4irmed the child in malicious obstinacy. 

An unfortunate habit of speaking lightly of the profession of 
teaching is not yet eradicated even from sensible minds. A. ped- 
antry, ludicrous as vain, may once have formed go uniform a char- 
acteristic of the itinerant pedagogue as to entitle it toa rank 
among the standing themes of comedians andsatirists, The char- 
acter has served through all the changes of loose prose and looser 
verse. Yet, whethcr imagination has not exaggerated tke peculi- 
arities of a class which we meet only in the romances of a past 
age, is more than doubtful. But the pleasant laugh is continued 
tong after the spirit of the jest has evaporated, and the reason of 
it, if one ever existed, has passed away. The school teachers of 
the present day constitute a class entitled to the respect of commu- 
nity. They have wrought wonderful results. They have accom- 
plished a revolution. They have advanced with the advancing 
tide of civilization, they have rolled that tide onward. Their 
responsibility is high. Their duties are grave and severe. The 

_ fruits of their labor exist with the mind itself. Their lives aro not 
for a day; they live in the hearts and the intellects of those who 
sat under their teachings, who grew under their care, who imbibed 
truth and knowledge from their lips. Their profession furnishes 
the means for learning all professions. They lay the foundation 
tor the acquisition of all science. Without the basis which they : 
build, knowledge could no more exist than a tree without the soil | 
native and necessary to it. The teacher must possess a mind of 
rare and peculiar qualities, a mind capable of subjecting another 
mind, most susceptible, to study and discipline. Rude hands des- 
troy the fine instrument from which art can extract tones of sur- 
passing melody. The ingenious piece of mechanism falls into 
ruin when ahand unpracticed in its intricacies, attempts to realize 
its force and object. The mind of a child requires a nicer touch 
than the finest instrument, a more skilful application of power and 
remedy than the most artful machine. The amountof knowledge 
required of a teacher is large and various; he must possess a dis-
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position, prudent amiable and firm; he must be moral, he must bs 

sober, his habits suclt ax leave no suspicion of the virtue he pro- 

fessos.. Is this a character upon. which the light hearted, the igno> 

rant and the vain can look. with disrespect, or does it afford a sub- 

ject for witless: andunmannerly jest) 
: 

gcHOOL GOVERNMENT. : 

The basis of all good government is the same. Ehe accident 

of a large or small community does not affect the prinsiple. Good 

government is founded on a wholesome respect for authority, the 

due subordination of its different parts, and a spontaneous abedi- 

cnee to the regulations. necessary for the preservation of order anc 

harmony. Im the family or the sehool, the system on which this 

is accomplished w not essentially different. The child at home 

or at school is the same. The dispositions of children. do not 

change with a change of situation. Towever eircumstanced, the 

same objects attract or repel, the same avenues Jead to the heart, 

the-same influences form the character. The habits acquired from: 

| parental precept and example will not be departed from at school. 

The viees or virtues of school discipline will be carried in their. 

consequences into the domestic circle. Oo 

The first necessity of a government is obedience to its authority. | 

| This obedience, to be meritorious, should be voluntary. A forced. 

| and heartless compliance to: power is hardly better than open re- 

bellion. ‘The necessity of enforcing a general obedience is fruit- 

ful of oppression. The family or the schoolin which authority is 

sustained only by the rod, will inevitably degenerate into a petty. 

tyranny, where order is the result only of fear, and every relaxa- 7 

tion of vigilance er rigor is followed by confusion and riot. | 

Obedience should be the fruit of affection and respect. A law 

loving people will be a law abiding people. -A parent who Is. 

loved will be obeyed. A teacher who has won the regard of his. 

scholars will have their acquiescence: in. his commands, When 

‘obedience is at once a duty and a pleasure, but few will be found. 

to disobey. That depravity is unnatural which hates an object.
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Hocanse of its loveliness. It is not intuitive in the child, it 1s 

yavely acquired by the man. ‘The tribute of respect will be paid 

where it is due, of love to that which is lovely. Authority, to be 

loved, must be amiable; to be respected, must be respectable. 

When it possesses these qualities it will rarely be compelled to 

~ eall to its aid either the fears or the weakness of its cbjcct. | 

A great evil in school as well as family discipline, is the habit 

of issuing a multitude of commands, obedierce to which is never 

enforced; and of threatening disobedience with penalties which 

are never executed. Ina multitude of commands there is danger 

of forgetfulness er relaxation of vigilance, on .the part of the 

teacher, in regard te some of them ; there is wide room for mis 

understanding and obstinacy on the part of the scholar, in regard : 

to all. The teacher’s negligence, er any epportunity for disobeci 

ence, is rarely unimproved. Ge violation of rule and escape 

from -Getection and punishment, is a strong inducement to attempt 

another: while each escape encourages the hepe and fortities the | 

habit of impunity. ‘Reasoning from the frequency with which | 

delinquency has passed unnoticed, the child convinces himself, 23 | 

each conmand is issued, that disobedience to that will also result 

inno harm to himself. The idea of rebellion sven becomes asso- 

lated in his mind with each requirement of the teacher. Le 

Yearns to calculate with system and certainty the chances of cs- 

eape from the consequences of violated comm ands, and a contempt 

of discipline becomes confirmed and practical. TLowever numerous 

and rigorous may be the rules laid down for his conduct, experi- 

ence has taught him that a tyranny of form may be weak and — 

wascillating in execution. Ile has Jearned to despise an authority 

_ayhich exists only in show and pretence, and which, from softness 

‘of heart or inconsistency of will, is unsupported by its own 

<hreatened penalties. The commands of a teacher should be few, 

elear, and simple. They should be reasonable, consistent, just 5 

should commend themselves to the heart and conscience of the 

 ghild. They should be restricted in their terms to the occasion — | 

 gehich called for them. Except in.rare Cases, disobedience should | 

| 
-
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not be threatened with punishment; when it is, the threat should 
be rigidly executed. | 

A menace of punishment is an appeal in form to the lowest 
passions of the child. It assumes that he is most easily governed 
by his fears—that his cowardice is lis strongest sentiment. It in- 
dicates in the teacher a distrust of his own authority, a distrust of 
the respect that is due him, a distrust of the goodness of the 
childish heart, a distrust of everything but the baseness of the 
childish nature. There may be dispositions which will bend only 
to force and fear.. But they are exceptions. It would be wrong 

_ to found upon their acts a system of school government, as it 
would be wrong to base a theory of society upon the vices of 
convicts and malefactors. Tf, however, it should occasionally be 
found necessary to render the fear of punishment a motive to 
obedience, it should rest not so much upon the severity of the 

| penalty, as upon the certainty that it will follow the offense. 
Pledges of reward to merit, or of punishment to wrong, should | 
never be broken. Criminals do not violate the law in view of 
the lightness of the penalty, but in the hopo of avoiding it alto- 
gether. Out off the chances of escape, and you destroy the 
greatest inducement to crime. 

Commands should never be issued in haste, in thoughtlessness, 
or anger. In nine cases out of ten, reflection will show that com- 
mands thus issued were unreasonable, or unjust; yet to retract 
them is humiliating, to connive at their violation js dangerous. A | 
requirement should not be issued, a request granted or denied, ex- 
cept upon a full and impartial canvass of its merits, When a 
decision is made, it should be clearly stated and firmly main- 
tained; discussion or question should cease; to the child nothing 
should be left but obedience, A decision otherwise made is liable 
to be so unjust or objectionable as to impress the mind of every 
child. The teacher may allow himself to be convineed by his 
scholars of his wrong, acknowledge his want of reason and judg- 
ment, and the loss of his title to their respect, or he must pertina-
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ciously adhere to his inj ustice, leaving a sense and knowledge of 
it ever after rankling in their hearts. ; 

The establishment of’ a code of rules, and their constant display 
before a school, is a fruittul source of diticulty, if not of injustice. . 
 Transgressions are various in their nature. Wide departures from 
a known rule may become venial, or even commendable, by the 
circumstances under which they are committed, while slight devi- 
ations may be so identified with vicious design, with obstinacy — 
and malice, as to be in the highest degree reprehensible. Arule 
forbidding scholars to climb neighboring fences, may be broadly 
violated by one scholar in the recovery of his hat, which the wind 
had blown into an adjoining field ; while it may be only infringed 
upon. by another, who mounted a few rails in order to plunder of 
its fruit an overhanging tree. To punish both transgressions alike 
would be rank injustice and cruelty. Yet the teacher must punish 
them alike, if he would vindicate his consistency, and the rules : 
he had promulgated. The standing rules of a school should be | 
few and general. They should enjoin upon the children a prompt : 
and free performance of duty, an observance of order, the neces - 
sity of good behavior, the constancy with which stud y should be | 
pursued, and the respect due to the rights of property, whether 
in or out of school. By avoiding the announcement of all the 
details of duty and observance, the teacher avoids the danger of . 
suggesting to children vices which their own invention would 
never have discovered, or their dispositions led them to commit. 
He reserves to himself the privilege of a sound discretion in judg-. 
ing of the transgressions of his scholars, and the liberty of adapt- 
ing his rewards and penalties not only to the acts, but to the cir- 
cumstances, the dispositions, the strength, or the weakness of his 
scholars. | 

Petulance on the part of the teacher is sure to produce disquiet 
and ill-humor in the school. A. petty vigilance in search of petty 

| faults is not unlikely to be rewarded by numerous discoveries. 
Querulousness and anger will not be in want of objects fur their 

| exercise. The teacher who arrives at his school-room with a
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clouded brow and an uneasy mind, will soon. succeed in rendering 

luis school as uneasy as himself. He will detect scholars engaged 

in small misdemeanors they never thought of before, the a 

commission of which has been excited by his own evil influence 

alone. Ile will find them restless in their: studies, reckless of his | 

authority, and in a state of mind nearly as bad as his own. 

Scholars soon lose their respect for the government of a teacher 

who cannot govern himself. Ilis little passions, lis effasions of | 

spleen, his cuuscless anger, are the worst enemies his authority 

ean encounter. Mildness and dignity—firmness tempered with — 

| grace of manner and of heart, will alone secure and retain the re- — 

spect of a school. : : 

Many teachers introduce into their schools a system of espion- | 

age, by appointing the scholars to watch and report the conduct 

of each other. It seems almost an insult to the understanding to — 

enumerate the evils of such a form of school government. Tale- — 

bearing should never be approved when the voinntary act of tlie 

scholar, much less should it be encouraged by positive appoint- 

— mentand command. The teacher who cannot sustain his govern: 

ment without organizing his school into a detective police—withont 

establishing a petty surveillance, and making his scholars spies 

- upon their associates, is unfaitted, both in ability and disposition, 

for his duties. Such a system is productive of more evil than the — 

amount of what it can detect and punish. ‘The child’ whose com- | 

munications of evil respecting others are sanctioned and encour- | 

aged, will soon learn to give his suspicions for facts, and his idle | 

fancies for suspicions. It is fruitful of every most dishonorable | 

vice—scandal, baseness, duplicity, malice, and falsehood. | 

Children are easily inducted into habits of teasing importunify. 

A teacher without firmness, too sensitive in feeling, or weak in . 

judgment, will once deny and then grant the repeated requests of 

his scholars. Having once learned that a teacher’s or a parent’s | 

decision of character is not proof againsthis importunate demands, 

a child will not cease asking till his real or imaginary wants are 

supplied. The confusion and annoyance arising from the indul- —
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| gence of sucha habit throughout a school, is imaginable, not de- 

 scribable. A teacher should calmly hear and consider each request 

of the scholar, and the first reply should be decisive. Ile should 

~ not allow it.to be discussed or questioned. By this means he will 

soon Gestroy a habit which his own weakness, or that of parents _ 

or his predecessors, may have created. | 

Children should be taught politeness. And by the term polite- 

. ness Ido not intend to be understood as prescribing any trivial 

and vain impertinences of form. By politenessI meanakindand 

earnest consideration for the feelings and comfort of others; a 

practical benevolence in the little acts of daily intercourse; a due 

respect for station, age, and sex. These. are the civil amenities of . 

life which render its associations delightful, and which crown the 

enjoyment of social and domestic affection. They serve to temper 

the strifes of opinion and parties. They render graceful and at 

~ tractive the pursuits of business or study, of pleasure or ambition. 

They are the mild charities which we bestow upon each other, 

not for their intrinsic worth, but as evidences of the esteem which 

| we acknowledge for goodness, of the respect we pay to virtue. 

- They are the offspring of a genuine goodness of heart, of a kind 

and unselfish nature. Even when assumed but as a disguise and 

 - @ form, they hide the grossness of evil, and banish from society 

depraved and revolting vice. They peculiarly become the con- 

: duct of children, who, of all others, should be kind, modest, and 

~bemane; who should own their subordination to authority; who 

should deny themselves what is offensive to others; and whto 

should, more freely than can be expected of active and struggling 

| maturity, display the fruits of kindness and of love... 

Children are not to be instructed and governed like those who 
| have arrived at discreet and calculating’ maturity. Their faults 

are the faults of thoughtlessness, of impulse, and ignorance. They | 

are unacquainted with the severe logic of decorum, and the cold 

infusions of wordly prudence. As infants, their humors were in- 

dulged, and their little acts of mischief langhed at. They have 

not outgrown the effects, perhaps not the habit, of being petted. 
a , |
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Little customs of vice, and little inclinations to transgress, must = 

be carefully eradicated, The seeds of virtue and of knowledge 

must be carefully sown, their earliest growth encouraged, andthe 

harvest hoped and waited for with patience. | | 

In the mind of the child is a moral sense of truth, of right, and 

of honor. It may be weak, but itis pure. Itmay be easily per- oe 

verted; it may be easily cherished, cultivated, and strengthened, | 

until it shall be a pure and perfect guide to duty, a high test of | 

worth and virtue. To this sense should all the moral precepts of 7 

parents and teachers be addressed. It is a gem worthy of polish, 

a plant worthy of culture. | : 

It is more difficult to make children understand, than to love: 

virtue.. Their attachments are strong from their earliest years ; 

, their reason 1s weak even in advanced youth. The affections ma- 

ture before the understanding. The heart ripens and produces its 

fruit, while the intellect is yet in its budding and blossoming time. 

The child early learns to love and be loved. _ It, is the first instinct 

of nature. It is perfect before many physical capacities are de- . 

veloped, while the reason is yet in its earliest dawn. With grow- 

ing years the mind increases in strength, the body inpower. But 

the affections do not grow. They have. no period of adolescence. * 

They spring spontaneously and at once into perfect development _ 

and beauty. They have no spring time, but. are ever in the sum- 

mer or autumn harvest. The affections of the child are ever in. 

waiting for an object of attachment, like the tendril plant for a 

support to which it can cling, and from which its fruit will hang 
in purple clusters. By the affections a child is easily led. The ) 

| heart is soft, gentle, impressible as yielding wax. Itis easy to ~— 

form in the heart of youth a love, which will lead to the practice, 

of virtue. With hardly less facility may the best instincts be per- 

verted and vice be formed into a habit. Of the two paths before 

it, its unhceding footsteps will as readily follow the one as the 

other. With a proper care it may be guided in the path to vir- 

tue, to usefulness, to honor—a way difficult to find from the di-



: 43 | 

verging path of error, and through the thorn-intertangled space 
between, and hard to pursue by unpracticed feet. | 

The moral sense and the affections are the means which a kind , | 

-_ ereator has provided tor educating the character of youth. ‘These 

should be cultivated. The child should be taught to rely on his 

own consciousness of right as his rule of conduct, which is the 

first principle: of self-government. He should be taught to de- 

_ gpise and shun falsehood, dishonor, and whatever is vicious and 
base—to admire and practice truth, temperance, and whatever is 

virtuous and noble. He should be taught to love virtue for its 

loveliness, to hate evil because of the evil, and not from a 

selfish hope of reward, or a coward fear of punishment. He 

- should be taught to regard right more than he desires happiness, 

to dread wrong more than he shrinks from misery. Growing to 

manhood with these sentiments implanted in his heart, his intel- 

lect, as it ripens, will perceive their beauty, and his reason and in- 

telligent thought will welcome them as a guide of life and a high- 

estsource of enjoyment. Virtue will have become habitual and 

intuitive, its practice a delight, its principles firmly rooted in both 
the heart and the understanding, and proof against either tempta- 

tion or fear. | 

a _ SYSTEM IN SCIIOOLS. | 

System is an essential feature in the proper conduct of every 

- school. It should prevail in all the arrangements of study, of 

recitation, and of amusement. An order of exercises should be 

composed, and placed in a conspicuous situation, go that all the 

school can see it while occupying their seats. It should contain 

the hour of opening school, a list of all the recitations, the exact 

hour when they will commence, and the time they will consume, | 

the hour and length of recess, and the hour of dismissal. This 

order should bestrictly observed. By such an arrangement, each 

scholar will be able to know the exact time when his lesson will 

be required, and that no trifling reason will excuse a want of pre- 

paration. It willrender the school more profitable, will provide
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tor the performance of a greater amount of labor, and willincn! 

eate and form habits of order in business, of promptness in duty, — | 

and of system in all things. 7 | 

— TEACHING. | 

The teacher should not only possess knowledge, but should pos- 

sess the faculty of communicating knowledge. Ifeshould be able 

to tell what he knows—to render what he understands himself, 

intelligible to others. This is the first qualification of a teachem— | 

it in fact constitutes his best title to the name of teacher. 

That is a false system of teaching which renders instruction a 

piece of mechanism applied to all minds alike. Children of nearly | 

the same mental capacity, may be widely different in the facility 

with which they acquire knowledge. A strong mind may be slow 

_ Gf apprehension, a weak mind may be quick to see and to under- 

stand. The child of seven years, in order to comprehend the 

principles of science, requires their reduction to the last state of 

simplicity. A child a few years older—a little farther advanced 

in reason—may be able to detect abstruse truths, and to solve the 

intricacies of learning. The mind of childhood is no less. infinite | 

in its variety than the mind of maturity. To each variety under 

the care of the teacher must he adapt instruction, in order toren- | 

| der it profitable. Ife must present that view of knowledge which 

will most attract, and most excite each scholar to its acquisition. 

_ More is required on the part of the teacher than barely to hear 

recitations, and to observe that the lesson is repeated in the lan- | 

guage of the book. Many children learn a lesson in grammar, as 

| they do a declamatory exercise, confident that if they have com- 

initted it to memory they have accomplished the object of their 

task. This is not acquiring knowledge. <A child learns nothing 

who learns by rote. It is an unattractive, laborious, and fruitless 

: method of education. The memory shonld be taxed to retain 

ideas and principles, and not taxed as we tax a parrot’s wondertul 

facility of speech. A single principle of science, inculeated and 

understood, is of more value than all the showy and fleeting recol-
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lections of language and terms with which the mind can be stored. The language of the book ts nothing; the ideas, the principles of | science, are all things. A remembranco of the bald and bare words in which truth is phrased, is nothing. It is an understand | ing of the sense which ghonld be acquired by the child. If the teacher does not hi:mself understand the principles of the science he professes to teach—if he can give no reasons but the authority 
of the book, he would render himself and his school a service b y. commencing their study. As he is, he may as well exchange sit- _ tations with his scholars. They can determine from the book if - ahnswers are correctly given ; he can do no more. A knowledge acquired by the memory and not by the understanding, is a paltry and worthless knowledge. It isa system of education that creates in its object intellectual parvitude,—that dwarts and deadens the . childish mind. The teacher should understand the reasons of - tings. HHeshould be able to expand to illustrate, to enliven the lessons of the class book. Ie should be able to produce the ro- _- galts of experience, of hypothesis, of arguinent, all of which should be adapted to the childish mind, should be calculated 4o lead it forth, to make it think and reason for itself This is the end, the object, and the aim of stud y- Itis not to exercise the memory. Itis not-to store the mind with facts. It is to discipling | _ the intellect—to prepare it for effort and for action—to lay the foundations for a superstructure that shal] possess strength, that shall possess grace, that shall be equal to all the objects of utility  andof beauty. This is nota labor of difileulty. It but requires the right means to be rightly used. It but requires .that the . teacher should recollect that the childs mind is not like hig own, -and an effort to adapt himself to the childish mind. I have rarely known such an attempt to fail. The child sees more quickly than another, the attempt to establish a communication by coming down to his own level, and meets the effort by another to elevate that devel. The mutual attempt will invariably prove successful, and | each effort will render the next more easy and ‘more complete in : | its results. It will not require long thus to create a love and de.
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sire on the part of the child for the acquisition of a knowledge 

that shall be valuable and substantial. : 

The fault is no less that of parents than of teachers, that the | 

| ond of education is degraded into the attainment of ameresmat- 

tering of books. ‘The parent is too apt to estimate the progress of | 

the child by the number of books that have been skimmed over, | 

and not by the profundity or completeness of the knowledge 

acquired. The child who can recite with flippant pertness and | 

confidence the answers learned at school, is an object of parental 

pride and display. He 1s deemed acredit to his teacher,isa® 

source of gratification to friends. The long list of studies he has 

pursued 1s related with complacent vanity in the talent which ina 

foxy months triumphed over the dull formula of learning, mounted . 

with electic speed the hill of science, and perched upon its top- 

most summit. It does not seem to be considered that a course of 

: learning so extensive cannot but be superficial, and that the meni- 

ory so highly cultivated must have gained its strength and polish | 

at the expense of the understanding. This disposition on the part 

of parents, the teacher should sternly resist. He should not flat- 

ton their vanity to the neglect of his duty; he should not allow | 

nis desire to please, and his self-interest, to overcome his better 

judgment. He should not be persuaded into an attempt to make - 

prodigies of pright and favorite children. — | 

Edueation. should be thorough. The first ‘branch of science 

| should be understood before the second is attempted. The earli- 

est knowledge of mathematics 1s an understanding of the unit—it 

is one—a single number. The nextstep isa combination of units, | 

their addition, their subtraction, their multiplication, their divis- 

ion. ‘To pass over, without thoroughly understanding, one of the 

primary or later rules, renders imperiect all future knowledge ot 

the science of numbers. It creates confusion in every subsequent | 

acquisition, and leaves the child in the end with but a cloudy and 

nneertain idea of a subject which he may have made the study | 

of years. The same illustration is perfect im regard to every other 

science. © There is in each of them a starting point, the principle



| of which is intelligible to any comprehension. To avoid it, or to 
| destroy any link in the chain of progress, is to invalidate or impair 

_ every future knowledge of the science, by depriving it of its ele- 
| _mentand reason. Study thus pursued is time mis-spent. An ac- 

_ eurate knowledge cannot be obtained of any science, while hurry- 
ing from branch to branch, leaving one but half mastered to at- 
tempt another—while flying from summit to summit, leaving the 
depths unexplored, and their mysteries unsolved. Knowledge » 
thus acquired is ephemeral—it departs as the recollection loses its _ 
tirst freshness, and leaves the scholar, in the end, a mere sciolist 
and pretender, _ | | | | | 

The effect upon the character is not less deieterious than the 
effect upon the intellect.. It renders the child so taught, when he 
becomes a man, superficial in all his views of business and of 
life. It infuses him with its influence, in all his pursuits of profit | 
or advancement. It leads him to admire the showy instead of 
the real, to heed the dietates of his fancy rather than his reason. 
He learns to believe that the pretence is preferable to the sub- 

| stance, as more easily gained, and equally profitable ; he affects 
to impose upon others his smatterings for science 3 it instils du- 

| plicity and deceit. It renders him in turn the victim of every 
imposition more dazzling than his own, an easy prey to charlatan- 

| ism and chicanery. He floats upon the surface of thought and 
opinion, is driven by every stray current from his anchorage, ig 
carried away by every breath of fanaticism and folly. It ren- 
ders his habits loose, his will inconsistent. He will change his 
avocation with every change of season, is dismayed by the slight- 

| est loss, is rninously elated by the slighest prosperity. He enga- 
ges in impossible experiments, tries all things in turn and failsin 
all, for the want of nerve, of judgment, of perseverance, of indus- 
try, of skill, for the want of every element of success. 
‘The object of teaching is more than to store the mind with facts | 

and terms of science. It is to develop the mind—to render jt a, 
| power active in itself—a positive force, capable of self exercise and 

of self control. It is to cultivate the morals, to instil just princi-
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- ples, and to form correct habits. It is to create a proper rerard 

for the mortal frame whose tenant is the mind—a reverence for. 

the palace of an indwelling soul, for the rules of its sustenance, its 

preservation, its sanctity from evil and uncleanness. Itistode 

velop symmetrically the growing man with his triune nature and | 

iis manifold capacities, to fit him for the world in which he 1s 40 

live, and the immortality he isto share, This is teaching—this | 

the duty of the teacher. : pe | : 

GOHOOL BOOKS. _ oe 

tt is by law rendered the duty of the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, to recommend the introduction, and secure @ 

uniformity, of text-books in the public schools throughout the 

) State, and to discourage the use of sectarian books and sectarian 

instruction. - 
oo 

| In the discharge of this duty, I last year expressed my high 

opinion of the series of books recommended. 1 see no good rear 

son to change that recommendation except in one or two minor 

particulars. I therefore repeat, with these additions, the list | 

| which formed the subject of my former recommendation, and 

commend the same to adoption and use by the schools of this — 

State: Oo | | a 

Reading B ooks.—Swan’s Primary School Readers, Parts Ist, 

| od and 8d, | : | 

| Oo Swans Grammar School Reader, 

:  Swan’s District School Reader. oe 

As a distinct exercise for advanced scholars, ones or twice & © 

week, I would also recommend the use of the American Manual, 

py Joseph b. Burleigh, L. L. D., and Swan’s Instructive Reader. 

Swan's Reading Books, commencing with children in the 

primer, and leading them by regular gradations through the en- 

tire series of five books, present a most thorough, systematic and 

philosophical method of teaching the art of reading. - | 

Spelling Book.—Swan’s. — | a ) 

Dictionary. —W ebster’s. 
|



| | 49 | 
As a defining dictionary I think Webster's unequalled, by any 

in the language. His quarto dictionary should havea place upon 
the school-room desk of every teacher in the State. | 

Worcester’s, as a hand book, for scholars. 
Geographies.—Mitchell’s Primary Geography. 

| | © — School Geography and Atlas. | 
| | “ Geographical Question Book. 

_ Arithmetics.—Intellectual Arthmetic, Colburn’s. 
| 7 Written “ Ray’s. | 

_Colburn’s Intellectual Arithmetic is a work that has been long 
and extensively used in nearly every State in the Union. There | 
are many works of more recent issue, upon this subject, intended 
to supply the place which this little volume has so successfully 
occupied, but none, I think, equal it in merit. 

Algebra.—Ray’s. | 
| Geometry.—Davies’ Practical. | 

Astronomy.—Smith’s (quarto.) 
| Grammar.—Green’s, Elements of English Grammar. 

I think this book incomparably better adapted to the present 
wants of our schools’ than any other work on the subject with 
which I am acquainted. | | 

Analysis of Words.—McElligot’s Manual. | 
Alistories.—Parley’s First and Second Books of History. 

Goodrich’s History of the United States, (new edie 
| tion, with questions.) | 

Parley’s books have always been favorites with scholars for 
their interesting style and adaptation to the youthful comprehen- 
sion. They contain a vast amount of important information that 
is nowhere else so well and so correctly told. , 

Botany.—W 000’s. | : . 
Natural Philosophy.—Johnson’s. a | 

-  Chemistry.—Johnson’s Turner’s Elements. - | | 
Book-Keeping.—The large proportion of the children of the 

State receive all their education in public schools.g Among the 
preparations for business and active life which they there receive,
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some knowledge of book-keeping is an objeet of importance. As 

a practical and useful work upon this subject, I would recommend. 

Mayhew’s Practical Book-Keeping. 7 

TRAVELING OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT. 

During the past year I have visited twenty-eight counties, ful- 

filling ir each, so far as practicable, the duties prescribed by law. 

In the new and more sparsely settled counties, I have’advised and 

consulted with friends of education, visited schools, and lectured 

upon such subjects connected with popular education, as the wants 

of the various communities seemed to require. In the more 

populous counties, I have invited the teachers to assemble at the — 

county seat, or some central point; when assembled, I have or- 

ganized temporary Normal schools, which continued from one to 

two weeks,the days being devoted to instruction and discussion, and 

the evenings to lectures upon educational topics, by able citizens, 

one or more of the teachers, or myself. So faras my observation 

~ extended, I am led to believe that these labors were not destitute 

of beneficial results. It has been my pleasure to witness every- 

where, a growing zeal and hope in the success of our free school 

system, and I have found even in the newest settlements, and on the: 

borders of the unreclaimed wilderness, school-houses rising side 

by side with the first humble dwellings of emigrants, and a cheer- 

ful expenditure of labor and of means to secure its be nefits. 

| TEMPORARY NORMAL SCHOOLS. | 

There are in the State not less than from five to six thousand 

persons engaged a portion or all of the time, in the business of 

teaching. A large proportion of these are without special prepa- 

ration for the profession, having entered upon its duties from a pas- 

sing inclination, as a temporary source of profit, while seasonsorcir- 

cumstancesinterrupt the pursuit of other employments, or as an ulti- 

mate resort fer the means of livelihood. To mitigate the disadvan- 

tages arising from the engagement in teaching of a number of per-
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sons so diversified in qualifications and character, I have adopted the: 
system of holding temporary Normal schools, for their imetruction. 
in the branches of science and the art of teaching. These schools *. 

| have been thus far conducted ‘under manifold embarrassments, 
without legal provision for their organization, or means for their — 
support. [he labor on my own part was voluntary. The want -: 
of other'means created the necessity of taxing the generosity ot 
citizens for the support of my assistants. : a 

Many of these schools were well attended, and notwithstanding ~ 
the difficulties necessary to be encountered, I am satisfied that 
they have been of practical utility, and that great good would re- 

7 sult from their incorporation into our general plan of public in- 
struction. Aside from the beneficial influence of lectures and in- 
struction by the State Superintendent and his assistants, the best 

- results arise from the communion of the teachers of a county 
each with the other. Even the most accidental meeting of two 
intelligent teachers, and the consequent interchange of sentiment 
and experience, is seldom unfruitful of mutual benefit. When | 
large numbers meet for culture and instruction, the benefit must 
be proportionately increased. The attrition of mind with mind, 
the council and varied experience of the many, lend attractions 
to the scene, awaken a desire to elevate the character of the pro- 
fession, and to render its members more worthy the enlightened 
confidence of the commnnity. They separate improved and 

_ strengthened for their work—their cares, their trials and their pre- 
plexities {lightened by sympathy, and return to their school-room 
with renewed vigor, with higher hopes, with enlarged views, and 
with increased: attachment to their responsible calling. | 

Inamy last annual report, I urged upon the Legislature the im- | 
portance of an appropriation to be placed at the disposal of the ' 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, for expenditure in holding- 
schools.of this description. The recommendation did not prevail: 
through a disagreement. between the two Houses: Another year’s. 
experience in their operations has confirmed me in the Opinion.
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that such an appropriation might be used in a manner to secure to 

our public schools benefits more than commensurate with the ex- 

penditure. 7 | | 7 a 

It has been suggasted that instead of an appropriation to be ex- | 

pended under the direction of the Superintendent of Public In- 

struction, an equal sum should be distributed between the several: 

counties, to be used under the direction of the county authorities. - 

I have serious doubts whether such a disposition of the fund would 

be attended by any corresponding results. In the first place, the 

authorities of a county could not employ a suitable teacher and 

assistant, except at exhorbitant rates, as a consideration for the 

_previty of the term, and the sacrifice demanded in leaving other 

engagements. In the second place, each county would, under 

such a system, proceed independently of all others in the plan of - 

instruction and discipline. In no two counties would that uni- a 

formity prevail which is of the highest importance to any school 

system. Again, the money apportioned to each county would 

necessarily be small—probably too small for advantageous use, 

and would suffer from a constant process of absorption in passing 

through a multitude of hands. The responsibility of establishing. 

the schools would be so far divided among the officers of forty or 

fifty different counties as to rest nowhere, and their total failure 

in many Gounties would be the consequence of none feeling inter-. 

est enough in them to attend to their management. There would = 

be in each cotinty a number of aspirants to the dignity of con- — 

ducting the school, a selection from among whom would be too. 

often decided by political. or personal friendship, and not for fit- 

ness or ability toteach.. The instructor would frequently be found 

inferior to the great majority under his instruction, and would nec- 

essarily lose the respect he ought to merit. In afew years the 

‘ whole system would fall into disrepute, as extravagant, cumbrous, 

and destitute of good to the State. - Sr 

On the contrary, such an appropriation in the hands of the Su- 

perintendent: of Public Instruction, could be expended in: the em- | 

ployment of the best teachers, who, for the consideration of a-
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lengthy engagement, would be willing to render their services at 
a fairer rate. His own immediate superintendence would produce 

| an efficacious uniformity throughout the whole system. The sum 

would be sufficient for advantageous expenditure, and, passing 

upon his order directly from the treasury to his employees, would 
not be liable to any process of depletion in its passage. Its proper 

, expendituie being made one of his official cares and responsibili- 
- ‘ties, would receive the best attention in his power to bestow, for 

upon it would rest his reputation as an officer of the State, and 
his credit for honesty and ability in the public service. It is true 
that the management of a system of tempoary Normal Schools 

would render his office a laborious one, and would leave but a 
‘small portion of his term to indulgence and ease. But I have yet 

to learn that the servant of a State hasa better title torepose upon 

the honor of his elevation and make his office an easy sinecure, 

than the servant of anindividual, | 

| -. STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. | — 

— No appropriation has yet been made to, carry into effect the 

provision of the constitution relative to a State Normal School. 

That a school of this character is needed, the difficulty of obtain- 

| ing good teachers for our schools is the best evidence. They are 

now obliged to depend in many instances, upon persons of doubt- 

ful fitness for their duties, or the chance of engaging a teacher ed- 
ucated for the profession in another State. We should, inthis — - 

_ respect, be made independent. There should be in our own midst 
) an institution in which a thorough knowledge, not only of the 

science of teaching, but also of classification and discipline, might 
| be acquired. Temporary Normal Schools will do much to awaken 

an interest in community, improve those actually engaged in 

teaching, and elevate the character of public schools; but they 

cannot do away with the necessity of a permanent Normal School. 
‘The former act as auxiliaries to the latter. 

Until we have an institution of this kind, we cannot reasonably 

expect the character of our schools will be commensurate with
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the munificence of our fund. I would therefore commend. this 

subject to your consideration. LO 7 | 

STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. — ee 

While visiting the various counties of the State, in the discharge 

of my official duties, I have formed in many of them County 

Teachers’ Associations, composed of teachers and othersinterested | 

in their objects, deeming that such organizations might be of util- | 
ity in advancing the “cause of education. ‘fo further extend the 
same plan, I last summer issued notices, inviting the teachers of 
the State to meetin convention at Madison, for the purpose of 

forming a State Teacher’s Association, to which the county, socie- 

ties should be auxiliary, In compliance to the invitation, a num- 
ber of teachers met.in the Capitol on the 12th day of July, and 
organized by the adoption of a constitution and the election of 

officers for the ensuing year. Be - | 

The convention continued in session through several days, du- 
ring which able addresses were delivered by Chancellor Larnrop, : 

_of the State University, the Rev. C. Lorn, of Madison, J. L. Picx- 

arp, A. M., of Platteville, Cuamrron 8S. Cuasz, Esq., of Racine, 

J. G. McMyny, A. B., then of Kenosha, and J.T. Mizis, Esq., of 

Lancaster. | — | / 
_ It has been the habit, in other States where similar associations 

have existed, for the Legislature to authorize the publication of 
| their proceedings and lectures. I suggest the subject for your con- 

sideration. | Oo a | 

LARGE DISTRICTS AND. UNION SCHOOLS. - 

A small number of large school districts in- a town is less ex- 

pensive, and more productive of benefits, than a large number of | 

small districts. The simplest calculation will demonstrate the fact. 

Suppose a town to contain two hundred children, divided into ten 
schools of twenty scholars each.’ Ten school-houses must be erect- | 

ed, at a cost of $300 each; they must be kept in repair, and sup- 

plied with furniture and fuel. Ten teachers must be employed at 
—to state a low and inadequate price,—$20 per month, including
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their board. Let us further suppose that, instead of ten schools, : 

but two are made to accommodate all the scholars. The sum de- 

voted to building ten small, inconvenient, and uncomfortable , 

houses, and furnishing them meanly, would be sufficient to com- 

plete two capacious, airy, and well ventillated buildings, divided 

into compartments for scholars of different sizes, arranged for 

«comfort and adorned with taste. A male teacher of superior fit- 

ness could be employed for $50 per month, and two female teach- 

ers for $20 each, per month, for each school, making the expendi- 
) ture for principal teachers and assistants, of rare fitness and capac- 

ity, in both schools, $180, instead of $200, per month; divided 

into paltry sums among a half score of persons raised by their 

wages scarcely above mendicancy. The two schools would be 

| well attended. The means of large and affluent districts would 
enable them to maintain: schools during eight or ten months in | 
the year. Good teachers would render them attractive and profit- 

able. The large houses, the fine grounds, the overshading trees, 

would render them the abodes of comfort, health, and beauty. All 

~ this would, moreover, be obtained with taxes so trifling as scarcely 

to be felt as a burden. What a contrast does this present to the 

scattered houses of mean appearance and small dimensions, by 

the way side or on the open prairie; thedwindling schools, ap- 

proached with reluctance, attended without benefit, and finally 

left with a joyous sense of relief; the teacher earning by profit- 

less labor a scanty pittance; and a district overburdened with 

enormous taxes. | : 

Union Schools should be established wherever practicable, and 

- it is practicable in all villages of moderate size, and in any thickly 

settled tract of country. I have been repeatedly asked, “what is 

a Union School?” Itis such an oneasI have described. A house 

should be built sufficiently large to accommodate with comfort 

_ the scholars who will probably attend. It should be so divided 

into apartments that the younger scholars may remain together 

under one teacher, and those more advanced under another. A 

third and intermediate department is sometimes or frequently nec-
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essary. Scholars thus classified are found to learn with greater . 
rapidity than when crowded into a single apartment, in which all 

studies are pursued at once, under a single teacher, whose atten- 

tion is required by so many objects that generally all are neglected. 

In Union Schools, the range of studies in a single department be- 

ing limited, larger classes are formed, and the great body of the 

school is continually under the immediate instruction of the 

‘teacher. Scholars learn better in large schools and in large classes, 

if not too large, than in small ones. They find many others en- 

gaged in the same studies. They have the encouragement and — 

excitement of numbers. The pursuit by a large body of the same 

object, excites an emulation and ambition for success. A test is 

mentally applied of who shall learn the most and learn it best. 
Each is anxious to bear, and strives to win, the palm of triumph. 
Rivalry stimulates exertion; it calls forth new energies of the 

mind and invests with a thrilling interest the studies that would 
otherwise prove a dull and laborious task. 

Town Superintendents should resist the constant importunities 

of members of school districts, for their division. School districts 

should not be divided except from actual necessity—the impossi- 

bility of crossing rivers and marshes to school; their immoderate 

and unreasonable size; or an irreconcilable conflict of feeling and 

interest, between its different parts. A district is not too large in 

which the boundaries are a mile or a mile and a half from the 

center, where the school-house should be located. That distance | 

does not form too longa walk for children confined through the 

day to silence and study. The lungs become oppressed by hot 

and impure air. They should have time for purification and ex- 
pansion by the inhalation of a free and cool atmosphere. The 

muscles become relaxed or contracted by restraint. They should 

be invigorated by active exertion. The blood courses heavily 

along the veins, the eyes grow dull, the countenance pallid. Ace- 

tion in the open air causes the blood to bound through the system, 
it brings life to the eye and color to the cheek. Exercise is nec- 
essary to children, to the existence of health and the development :
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- of the physical form and powers. Such reasons are conclusive 
against that too parental tenderness which sacrifices the health:to 
the ease of the child. The equivocal care, kind perhaps, but fa- 
tal, which excludes a growing child from the air, the changes of 
temperature, and from physical exertion, is the surest passport to 

lingering, if not mortal disease. A long walk to school will do 
children no harm. - It is the last reason to urge against large school 

‘districts. , | So 
Instead of dividing school districts, town superintendents should 

attach territory to those districts which possess, or intend to erect, 
large and good houses, on sites easy of access. They should, | 

when practicable, consolidate small districts. By these means 

‘may be obtained, at length, a body of school districts large and 

massive in form, wealthy in means, possessing substantial and ca- 
pacious houses, and maintaining schools alike creditable to their 
enterprise and fruitful of good. ) a 

oe COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS. 

The establishment of a public High School in each county, for 
the benefit of the more advanced scholars from the district schools, 

formed one of the topics of my last annual report. An institution 

| of this character is evidently contemplated by the constitution, in 

the provision that the residue of the school fund income “shall be 
appropriated to the support and maintenance of academies and 

normal schools.” In the older counties, such schools appear to 

be already demanded. There is in each of them a sufficient num- 

ber of scholars who have passed through the course of study pye- 

scribed by law or adopted from convenience, in the district schools, 

to form large and respectable classes in the higher branches of 
science. ‘They have now no resort for continuing their: education, 

except at private establishments, or the preparatory departments | 
of the universities and colleges. This want should be supplied by 
the State. It should furnish an intermediate. grade between the 
public schools and the University. I would therefore recommend 

‘the passage of an act, authorizing such counties as are disposed to 
8 | |



58 | 

avail themselves of its provisions, to establish County High 
| Schools, to be supported by a proportion of. the school fund ap- 

portioned to such counties, and by a tax upon property. | 

ee STATE UNIVERSITY. - 

-' One year ago the: University fund of this State amounted to 
($45,441 84. Its present amount is $93,732 40. ) 

The inadequacy of the income to entirely support the Univer- 

sity, has created the necessity for charges upon students for room 

rent, janitor’s fees, and tuition. Of the amount of these charges 

per annum, upon each student,-I am not aware, but I am informed 

that the Board of Regents will abolish them as soon as the increase 
in the fund shall render them no longer necessary for the payment 

-of the expenses of the institution. a | 

_ The evident intent of the constitution is that the University 

shall be free to all the children. of the State who can pass the 

proper examination. It was doubtless supposed that the fund 

placed at its disposal by the bounty of Congress would be sufii- 

cient for its support without resort to either taxation or charges. 

The limited sale of the lands has thus far delayed the original de- 
sign. Itis hoped however that the fund at the close of the present 

year will be sufficient to permit the realization of the beneficent 
intent of the constitution. | | Oo 

This, with the establishment of County High Schools, is neces- 

sary to render- complete the system of free education adopted by 
the State. It would perfect the gradation of schools in which a 
course of study could be pursued, without cost to the student, from 

the first to the highest branches of science. It would render 
the system simple and perfect,—in its arrangement and _ utility 
equal to all the wants of the people. In the district school, the 
common and necessary branches could be acquired. In the Coun- 

ty High School the student could prepare for the pursuits: of life 
—if a merchant, for business—if a mechanic, for entering upon 

| his trade—if a professional man, for obtaining the elements of his 

professional studies.. In the University, the best intellectual
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cultivation could be obtained, fitting a man for the active em- 

_ ployments of science, or the highest walks of literature. a 
_ The University is the property of the State. It belongs to the 

people. It is.apart.of our system of public instruction. Tn its 
management and its provisions of support, it is not different from 
any school district in the State. Like the district school, it is the 

_ means provided by the policy of the nation for the education. of 
the people, and it has been wisely placed under the control of 
those for whose good it was established. As each district; elects 
its own officers, the State elects the officers of the University. 
As one is endowed with a public fund for its maintenance, so is 
the other. The same policy which leads a school district board to 
employ the best talent for te&ching, led the Board of Regents to 
place the University under an able and accomplished Faculty. 
As the people of a school district guard and foster its interests, 
the people of the State. should guard and foster the interests ef 
the University. There should be in the mind of every citizen a 

_ high desire for its prosperity and success. It should stand high 
in public opinion. It should receive the patronage of the best 
classes, and of all classes, in Society. Itshould call forth a regard : 
proportionate to the place which it occupies in our educational 
system, to its uses and object, to what is due it as the possession 
and inheritance of the people. 

| | PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

It has been a subject of serious consideration with the friends 
of free education, that our public schools are, to a certain extent, 
objects of social distrust and prejudice. That these sentiments 
are not freely expressed, does not conflict with the fact of their ex- 
istence. Indeed, so far as expression is concerned, contrary senti- 

ments would seem to be universal. All avow an admiration for 
the theory which renders the State a bounteous guardian to its 
children, and opens its treasury to defray the cost of their educa- 
tion. None exercise a restraint upon their enthusiasm, when is
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unfolded all of that system of instruction which is the counter- 

part to a gospel that was without price and was preached to the — 

poor. Yet it is a melancholy comment on the evanescent nature 

of such sensibility, that among those most highly elated at the 

charms of a free educational system—among those whose intelli- 

gence and refinement best fit them to appreciate the superiority 

of an educated over an uneducated community—many refuse to 

avail themselves of the advantages of such asystem, if able to 

patronize any other. The children of the wealthy seldom enter 

the public schools, or are early removed to private or distant es- 

tablishments of learning. The public schools, endowed by the 

beneficence of the nation, and supported by the treasure of the 

State, are, to a great extent, deprived of the countenance of the 

affluent and the polite, and a stigma rests upon them asyschools | 

for the vulgar and poor. _ | / 

So tar as this feeling springs from the aristocratic insolence of 

wealth—from a vanity in the accident which made one man rich 

and another poor—so far as it is the fruit of a contempt for pov- 

erty merely as such—no good can result from its discussion. Such 

a feeling can only exist in a weak understanding combined with a 

bad heart. It is useless to address to those entertaining it the 

language of either satire or sense. In order to obtain their “pat- 

ronage, public schools must become fashionable. They will then 

| be no longer objects of contempt to those who look upon the pos- 

| session of wealth as the highest virtue, and the want of it the low- 

est vice. | | | | 

But there are reasons urged by parents of respectability, and 

affluence, for not sending their children to the public school, that, 

for their plausability, are deserving of serious consideration. 

One of these reasons, and the one most frequently urged, is, a 

fear that children will contract habits of vice and obscenity from 

| the class they‘there meet. I am satisfied that these fears are — 

; groundless; but assuming, if the assumption can be justified, that 

“ they have an apparent cause, I ask if the public schools are alone 

subject to the juvenal vices, and to the evilof rude manners and



| corrupting examples? Have wealthy parents mourned less fre- 
quently than others over the ruin of their offspring? Are the im- 

_  moralities which have destroyed the usefulness and blighted the 
honor of children of affluence, the immoralities of the poor and the 

_ rude, or are they far removed from indigent rusticity—those to 
which wealth, fashionable companionship, and polite temptation 
are necessary? A correct answer to these enquiries, will show 
whether the public schools have been prolific of evil, and whether 
an education in a private school has proved a salvation from error 
and sin. Vice—seductive! vice—must be invested with fascinating 
charms, to dazzle, to bewilder, to delude. Gross. and revolting 
vice presents no temptations. Filth and rudeness do not invite 

_ imitation even from the susceptible mind of childood. a 
| But if vice and vicious infiuences do prevail in the public. 

schools, what is the duty of the intellectual and refined class of: 
society in regard to them? It ‘is in these schools that nine-tenths 
of our population receive their education, that they acquire opin- 
ions and habits which they carry into all the relations of active 
life. Should they be abandoned as nurseries of vice, to entail 
ruin upon thousands, or should they “be reformed, elevated and 
purified? If I am asked by those who shun, and yet desire to im- 

_ prvoe them, how the reformation is to be accomplished, I answer, 
_ the first step is tosend your children there. You will then feel an in- 

terest in the labor proportionate to the love you bear your offspring. 
If your children are really models of conduct and morals, they 
‘will at once elevate the standard of the whole school, not only in 
counterbalancing by the purity. of their demeanor, the viciousness 
of others, but by affording a constant example and incentive to 

| -yirtue. a 

But children cannot forever be separated from the classes which . 
‘form the public schools. They must. at some time re-enter the. 
world, and mingle, and live,;with them. Is it better to allow them to 
remain always in that atmosphere,to purifyand render it wholesome,. 
or. to remove them from it, but to return again. when it has be- 
come laden with more noxious vapors, and more deadly exhala-
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tons? How weak is that policy which removes them from danger | 

by removing them from the scene of strife, instead of arming 

them to encounter perils and temptations. oe ne 

L have thus far proceeded upon the violent assumption that pub- | 

lic schoools were obnoxious to the charges. which have been 

brought against them. But the truth is that in their effect upon 

the morals, there is little choice between a public and a private 

school. The same evils are produced in both by the contact of" 

a variety of minds, and dispositions, hy the recklessness of parents 

and teachers, by childish depravity and folly. Oo oo 

It is again urged that the public schools are not intellectually of | 

a high order, and that.a better education can be obtained at a 

private school. — I gravely ask by whose fault are they degraded 

intellectually as well as morally ? | ‘Does not the same act of re- 

moval which depressed the standard of virtue, depress the stand- 

ard of science? The very act of taking from a school its best 

scholars is the severest blow which it can receive. It leaves” 

classes for whom a less accomplished teacher, employed at a, lower 

price, ig deemed sufficient. It drives the best teachers from the 

public schools to private schools, where they can realize acom- 

pensation equal - to their excellence. The interest which parents: 

feel in the means of education, will abide by the school where. 

their children are taught. If they are kept in the public school, 

. parents will devote their energies to render it a fit place for their 

education. If they are removed to a private school the public 

school will lose its best elements of usefulness and success. - 

I do not wish to be understood as drawing invidious com-. 

parisons, but instances are necessary to illustrate the principle. 

In the city of Milwaukee, as will be seen by the accompanying 

tables, the number of children 1s 12,679. Of that number but. 

4,640 have attended the public schools. After making a large de- 

duction for. those who attend neither, it will remain evident that 

nearly or quite as.many attend private as public. schools. A 

large number of children who would’be ornaments to the public



é 
‘Re 

63. | 

schools, whose presence would elevate their character for both sci- 
ence and morality, never attend them. A first consequence ig - 
that the standard of the schools being thus lowered, teachers ¥e-- 
ceive at the highest but $500 per annum—a sum for which in’g,: city where the cost of living is great, and where the highest 
qualifications are requisite, no principal teacher should be forced - to labor. .A second consequence is, that.many parents are led by: 
the example of others to distrust the public schools, and yet, feel- 
ing unable to defray the expense of a constant attendance at 4 private school, their children are in no school at alla large portion . 
of the time. <A third consequence is, that a large sum is ex-- pended in the maintenance of private schools; which, if added 
to the amount which the State bestows, and’ expended upon: | 
the public school-houses and. schools, would render: them the. | very temples of taste and elegance, the: very seats of literature and 
refinement. ‘A last result is that the public schools loge, or never. | enjoy, that high standing in social opinion which they shduld : hold, and are degraded ‘in common repute into charity schools for: 
the indigent and the penurious. Such results may not be fully e- 
alized, but that such is the inevitable tendency is demonstrated by | experience. . Oo oe 

In the city of ‘Kenosha, on the contrary, I believe there is not a ) private school which receives any extensive patronage. Out of about 4000 children, nearly four-fifths—comprising alike the. wealthy and the poor—attend the public schools.. An accom- plished teacher is employed, at a salary of $700 per annum, and | able assistants at proportionate. rates. Their public school is ¢ 
model of morality and manners, . and is exercising upon the com- munity a good and lasting influence. _ re 

| - As a further instance, I may allude to:the city of Racine. A high appreciation of the public school policy: has led to the erec- tion of a.school-house, elegant in architecture, large in propor- tions, and more. coniplete. and commodious in its arrangements _ than. any other school-house in the State. They have employed, | at a.salary of $800 per annum, a teacher, concerning whom Tam
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happy on this occasion to say, that he has no superior in his pro- 

fession. They intend that their public school shall afford in its 

various departments the means of a thorough academical educa-. 

tion. | 4 7 | : 

I might with justice speak in similar ternis of the public school 

in Beloit, and: perhaps of those in other towns and villages of the 

State. ae | : | 

‘Munificent financial aid, or strict official care, does not consti- 

tute that patronage which is of the highest necessity to render a 

system of public. education successful. The city of Milwaukee 

taxes its citizens heavily, for the support of its public schools. Its 

corporate credit has been loaned to procure means for the erection - 

of large and costly school-houses. — There is an apparent pride 

and interest in their public schools, pervading all classes. It but 

requires that these sentiments should become active and personal, 

that the class which now support a vast number of private schools — 

should transfer their children to the public schools, and rescue 

them from the disrepute in which fashionable opinion has placed 

them, to render them equal to all wants. in the advantages be- 

stowed upon students, and in their influence alike upon the intel-. 

lect and the morals. _ : 

Lhave thus far attempted to show the wrong wrought by the 

policy of the wealthy upon the cause of free education. Its con- 

sequences have astill wider extent. It instils in the minds of their: 

children a vain and inflated sense of superiority over those less | 

favored, while it inspires in the popular mind a deep hatred ofa 

mercenary aristocracy. A pre] udice of caste is created, which. : 

will grow into a mutual and hostile contempt between the differ- 

ent ranks in society. a | a 

- As a last consideration may be urged the advantages which the | 

children of luxury and refinement may themselves obtain by early . 

association with the class which forms the great mass of society. 

No man is secure from the inconstancies of fortune. All must at. 

some time mingle with the world, and be subject to its fluctuations, 

its chances and changes. In this struggle, the superiority of that:
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man is great who possesses a knowledge of all the various classes. 
in society, of their maxims, their habits, and their prejudices, - 

This knowledge cannot be obtained at a private school, where 
the child sees but one class of society, where he witnesses but a 
single manifestation of the multifarious forms which. existence as- 
-gumes—that form in which it is gilded by wealth, pampered by 
luxury, and enervated by ease. Iesees but one channel in which | 
the thoughts, the hopes, and the tendencies of society flow: When 
he enters the world, he finds himself a stranger to the broad di- 

-_versification of human character, his knowledge confined to the. 
narrowest limits, and every valuable lesson of life still to learr.. 
He finds himself unequal to competition with those whom he has 
been left to despise, and far outstripped in the race for success and 
honor. He may or may not see, when too late, that his inferior- 
ity consisted in his ignorance of mankind beyond his peculiar 
class, and that this inferiority was the cause of his failure. gy 

In the public school, . this knowledge is instilledd by daily ex- 
perience and active association. It is acquired by witnessing the } 
constant developments of passion, of hope, of habit, and of pride. 
The child obtains a knowledge of the world, coeval with the first 
knowledge of science. He learns the lesson of human nature by 
contact with all its forms—a knowledge which will place him far 
in advance of those who delay its acquirement till demanded by | 
necessity. It enables him to avoid many of the misfortunes of 
ignorance, and to adapt his means to the object at which he aims. 
Bred and taught with the masses of society, he becomes one of 
and one with them, linked to them by a common sympathy, a 
common interest, a common destiny. This knowledge will teach 
him the folly of a contempt for those upon whom all are depend- _ 
ent, as the most magnificent superstructure is dependent upon its - 
broad and deep foundation. It will teach him to prize mankind. - 
“more highly—that rusticity of manner does not necessarily, or of- | 
ten, proceed from rudeness of heart—that the finest sentiments, - 
may be hidden beneath coarseness and penury—that poverty can- - 
not. degrade a noble virtue, or wealth ennoble a.degrading vice. 9 |
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He will find it of practical utility in all the affairs of lite, the in- 
spiration of a nobler motive to exertion, and of a higher zeal in 

his struggles for success. oO | 7 

‘Tt was in view of considerations like these that Wxxnstrr, the 

American patriot and statesman, exclaimed, “If [had as many _ 

- ghildren agold Priam, I would send them all to the public school.” 

| THE DUTY OF PARENTS. | 

The duty of parents in regard to our public schools, seems to 

be almost wholly neglected, if not almost wholly misunderstood. — 

That duty does not consist .alone in financial aid and a discharge 

of the business of districts. It consists in a personal attention to 

the schools themselves, in a personal supervision of the pursuits | 

of study, and the manner of discipline. Visits of parents to the 

| school-room should be frequent and unceremonious. They should 

often associate with their children, and with the teacher, and 

should show a deep interest in all the affairs of school. They 

should observe the progress and conduct of scholars—should en- 

courage their hopes and stimulate their ambition by words and 

smiles of approval. They should consult with the teacher in re- 

gard to the welfare and management of the schodl, and should in 

all ways and manners render his burden lighter by sharing it with 

him. | 7 | — 

To leave the duty of visitation-and supervision to school officers 

entirely, is wrongful neglect. By them it is too often performed 

with chilling and official despatch, and their presence is rather an 

embarrassment to both teacher and scholar. But? parents are — 

| moved by different considerations. Their visits are the results of 

affection, not made in view of the penalty of an official bond. | 

Their interest is genuine and parental. Their presence, when it 

becomes a habit, scholars will feel as no restraint, but as a motive 

to better exertion. The teacher will feel it as an aid, an aisistance — 

in bearing his burden of toil—a pledge that his labor is approved. 

It will give encouragement to effort, a new zest in the pursuit of 

knowledge, anew interest in the dry details of study. It will
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render the school-house a temple to affection as well as science, 
and, no less than the parental dwelling, a home to the child. 
Want of familiarity ‘with the branches of study and the max- 

ims of modern education, is not a sufficient reason to excuse the 
neglect of this duty. Parents may not be able to judge if an- 
Swers to questions of science are given with technical exactness, 
but they can Judge whether they are given with promptnesgs, with 
an appreciation of the subject, with attention, and respect of man- 
ner. They may not understand the forms of grammatical analy- 
sis, or the rules of mensuration ; but they understand the forms of | 
school government and the rules of good behavior and good breed- 
ing. ‘They can learn whether the scholars love and respect their 
‘teacher, whether they are acquiring sentiments and habits of vir- 
tue or of vice, and they can evince a just and encouraging solic- 
itude for the welfare of theschool. | 

An ignorance of the sciences the children are pursuing is no 
sound excuse for neglecting all the conduct and:all the affairs of 
school. With equal force might our ignorance of mechanical art 
‘be urged against the Impropristy of a personal attention to the 
labors of artizans in our employ. Because we cannot ourselves 
build a splendid edifice, shall we exercise no supervision over the 
mechanic whom we engage to erect our dwelling? Should we 
urge our ignorance of the infinite variety of columns and arches 
and architraves with all their graceful or gorgeous adornments, as. 

“a reason for neglecting the advancing structure and for trusting 
its tasteful completion to the mercenary skill of the laborer? We 
‘will rather visit the scene of labor from day to day and exercise | 
@ care and vigilance proportionate to the interest-we feel in the 
object. What lady gives her ignorance in the researches of bot- 

| any as a reason for leaving her plants and flowers to the change- 
fal influences of sun and air, to be withered by drought, choked 
by weeds, or prostrated by the storm? She rather returns daily to 
‘her beds of flowers, refreshes them with grateful moisture, sup- 
plants the vulgar herbs that overshadow their verdure and bloom, 
watches the swelling bud with interest, and hails the bursting |
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flower with delight. Because she is unacquainted with the secret 

processes by which nature restores blossoms to the blighted stalk, 

and produces from the minutest ; germs prodigies of beauty and 

fragrance, she does not leave the weeds to grow up with the flow- 

ers, the tendrils to trail unsupported on the ground, or tothe =~ 

chances of sunshine and shower, the nurture of the delicate herb. 

Yet the parent who would not trust a mechanic to perform his 

labor out of sight—the parent who would not trust the prosperity 

of her flower garden to the spontaneous luxuriance of nature, 

trusts, unwatched and without concern, the erection of a fair fab- 

ric of virtue, whose fonndations shall be in the childish heart— 

trusts the impregnation and growth of virtuous sentiments and 

habits in the childish character—trusts the cultivation of the child- 

ish intellect, the present care of the child and his good fur years 

to come, to the selfish interest or careless neglect of a hireling and 

a stranger. 

Is this wise—is it just? Is it not rather neglecting, shamefully | 

neglecting, the choicest fruits of affection, the pledges of human 

happiness, the vessels freighted with all of social and domestic 

wealth? We live again in our children. Would we wish that 

they should be continually in the eyes of men an honor and a con- 

solation to our fame—warrants of the respect we paid to virtue 

and to virtuous living; or would we wish them to exist as memo- 

rials of our carelessness, where care most was due—of the neglect 

we practiced towards the objects of highest concern? Our chil- 

dren are the gifts which we present to society, to support and 

constitute its existence in futurity.. Shall they be proper gifts— 

—ghall they be worthy? Shall they win for us atitle to gratitude _ 

| and to thanks for having given to society objects. and ornaments 

of pride, or shall they win for us the infamy of having burdened 

st with members that are a taint anda corruption—its traitors and 

enemies ? . | : 

The result is in our own hands. It lies in the performance or 

the neglect of a duty, from which there is no release without ab- 

solute criminality, and which no one can perform in our stead. In
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obedience to it, we may witness growing to maturity a generation 
of youth intelligent in the practice of virtue, worthy to tread in 
the footsteps we have trod, fit to enjoy and perpetuate the securi- 
ty of our institutions and the freedom of our laws. 

_ The length to which this report has extended was unavoidable. — 
I did not wish to leave an unfinished statement of the condition 
of the public schools of the State, nor did I wish to leave unsaid 
many things, an observance of which I judged essential to their 
usefulness and prosperity. | 

If during my incumbency of the office from which I now re- 
tire, I have felt an interest and a pride in discharging the duties it 
imposed, it was a laudable interest and a Just pride, that were de- 
rived from mingling often and freely with the people whose en- 
lightened enterprise established, and whose enlightened liberality 

_ Supports a system of free education, not for themselves but for 
generations who in future years will wield the destinies of the 

_ State. It is my belief that I have not mingled with them in vain, 
but that I have obtained a knowledge of their wants and require- 
ments, as well as of the object of those efforts which they have 
put forth in behalf of.the youth of the State. Those wants and 
requirements I felt bound to present to you with plainness per- 
haps, but with truth, leaving with you the duty to supply, so far 
as legislation can supply them; and also, if possible, that a pub- 
lic sentiment may be created, which in its active result will rem- 
edy the evils from which the schools of the State now suffer, and 
render them in the highest degree worthy the trust and the respect 
of the people,—monuments of their enlightenment and progress. 
With these I have seen much that filled me with admiration for 
the State and the people of the State, of which I am a citizen— 
much to admire in their enterprise and intrepidity, which have 
attacked the forest and it has fallen, which have opened the prai- 
rie, aud it has yielded wealth and plenty, which have entered the 
earth and dragged forth the treasures that reposed in its bosom. 
But T have seen more to admire in a spirit of mental progress, in
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- ahigh zeal for the intellectual and moral culture of a growing 

race of men and women, in a sacrifice of labor, and time, and 

present profit, for the rich harvest of good that will be enjoyed in 

years to come. And in this I have found an earnest and a war- 

rant that the foundation which they have laid for their future 

greatness and renown, for their ultimate power—the power of a 

wise and free people—will not be left to suffer from neglect and 

decay, but that a towering structure will be reared upon it, ma. 

jestic in beauty and strength, defended by their zeal and rever- 
ence, a stupendous memento forever of the love they bear to 

| knowledge and to truth, and their trust in them to preserve their 

posterity from tyranny and wrong. The fluctuations of politics 
may not destroy it—the strifes of ambition, of parties, and of men 

may not shake it. The people are its strength and support, in 

their hearts are the affection and the pride that will insure its 

preservation. | . — 

— AZEL P. LADD, 

| Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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APPENDIX B. | a 

The opinions of distinguished medical gentlemen referred to in 

the body of this report, are as follows : | | | 

Dr. Woopwarp, Superintendent of the Insane Asylum, in 

Worcester, Massachusetts, in a communication appended to one 

of the reports of the Hon. Horace Mann, Says : | | 

“ High and narrow seats are not only extremely uncomfortable oe 

for the young scholar, tending constantly to make him rest- 

less and noisy, disturbing his temper and preventing his 
attention to his books; but they have also a direcet tendency to | 

produce deformity of his limbs. As the limbs of children are plia- 
ble or flexible, they are made to grow out of shape by such awk- 

ward and unnatural positions. | 

Seats without backs have an equally unfavorable influence upon | 

the spinal column. If no rest is afforded the backs of children, 

they necessarially’ assume a bent and crooked position. Such a 

position often assumed and long continued, tends to that deformity | 

which has become exceedingly common with children in modern | 

times; and leads to diseases of the spine, in innumerable in- | 

stances, especially with delicate female children.” 

Dr. J. V. ©. Smarty, in his Anatomical Class Book, says: : | 
“There is a radical defect in the seats of our school-rooms. — 

Malformation of the bones, narrow chests, coughs ending in con- 

- sumption and death in middle life, besides a multitude of minor 

ills, have often had their origin in the school-room.” . _ a 

Again, he says: ee 7 | | 

“To these wretched articles, badly constructed seats and writing _ 

desks, are we to look in some measure, for the cause of so many
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_ distortions of the bones, spinal diseases, chronic affections, now go | | prevalent throughout the country.” a 

| Dr. Warren, for more than a quarter of a century professor of 
surgery in the medical department of Harvard University, ina 

| public lecture before the American Institution — of Instruction, | said: . 7 , | 
_ “In the eourse of my observation I have been able to satisfy 
myself that about one-half the young females brought up as they 
are at present, undergo some visible and obvious change of struc- - ture ; that a considerable number are the subject of great and 
permanent deviations, and that a few entirely lose their health | from the-manner in which they are reared. Among the causes 
which lead to. these mournful results, are the unnatural elevation 
of the right shoulder; the habit of bending the neck, and the . stooping posture of the body, while engaged in writing, or similar 
exercises at school.” a, , | : | 

_ I need hardly call attention to this appalling list of diseases, 
deformity of limbs, malformation of bones, spinal affection, nar- 1 row chests, coughs, consumptionsg, distortions, the unnatural and 
permanent deviation of the female form from its structure of 
health and grace, denounced by the highest medical authority as 
consequences of the abuse to which children are exposed at. 
scliool, 

| | | - iL 7 : |
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A BILL RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF 7 

DO THIS STATE. 

The People of the State of Wisconsin represented in Senate and 

Assembly, do enact as follows ¢ Oo | | 

Section 1. There shall be established and held in each town in © 

this State, as many public schools as the public convenience may , 

require; in which schools orthography, reading, writing, English 

grammar, geography, and arithmetic, and such other branches as: 

may be necessary for the said schools, shall be taught by qualified 

‘nstructors; such schools to be supported by the proportion com- | 

ing to the said town, of the income of the State school fund, and 

by taxes levied upon the taxable property of the town or district ; 

and such schools shall be and remain forever free to all persons 

over the age of four, and under the age of twenty years, residing 

‘athe district in which they are severally located, and to such 

other persons as may be admitted by a vote of the inhabitants, or 

the regularly constituted authorities of the district. | 

| STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Soc, 2. There shall be elected at the general election of State 

officers, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and 

gexennially thereafter, a State Superintendent of Public Instruc- | 

tion, whose term of office shall commence on the first Monday of 

January next succeeding his election, and continue for the term 

of six years, and until his successor is elected and unalified, and
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_ incase a vacancy shall occur in said office by death, resignation, 
_ or otherwise, the Governor shall fill the same by appointment for 

the unexpired term. | 

Sec. 3. The State Superintendent shall, before he enters upon 
the duties of his office, take and subscribe an oath to support the 
constitution of the United States, and of the State of Wisconsin, 
and faithfully to discharge the duties of his office to the best of , 

_ his ability, which oath shall be filed in the office of the Secretary 
of State. , | 

: Sec. 4. The said State Superintendent shall receive for his 

services the sum of twelve hundred dollars per annum, payable 
quarterly in advance, with his actual postage, and the necessary 
stationery for his office, payable quarter yearly out of the State 
treasury... | | 

Sec. 5. He shall have a general supervision over the public 
instruction of this State, shall be ex-officio member of the Board 
of Regents of the State University; and it shall be his duty, as 
far as practicable, to visit every county in this State, for the pur- 
pose of inspecting the schools, awakening an interest favorable to 

the cause of education, and diffusing as widely as possible, by 
public addresses and personal communication with school officers, 
teachers, and parents, a knowledge of existing defects, and of de 
sirable improvements in the government and instruction of the 
public schools. : 

See. 6. It shall be his duty to recommend the introduction of 
the most approved text books, and, as far as possible, to secure a 

, uniformity in the use of text books in the public schools through- 
out the State; to discourage the use of sectarian books and sec» 
tarian instruction in schools; to advise in the selection of books 

_ for school district libraries; and to open such correspondence 
abroad as may enable him to obtain, so far as practicable, inform- 
ation relative to. the system of schools and _ its improvement in 

_ other States, which he shall embody in his annual report to the 
| legislature. | ) |
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Sec. 7 He shall prescribe rules and regulations for the man- | 

agement of school district libraries, and the penalties which shall 

be imposed for any violation thereof; he shall prepare, for the use 

of school officers, stutable forms for making reports and conduct- 

ing all necessary proceedings ;. and he shall cause the laws relating 

to public schools, with the rules, regulations, and forms aforesaid, 

and such instructions as he shall deem necessary, to be printed, — 

with a suitable index, in pamplet form, by the person authorized 

to do the State printing, at the expense of the State; and he shall 

cause the same to be distributed anrong the several school dis- — 

tricts and oficers having the care of the public schools of the _ 

State. | | a 

See. 8. Te shall examine and determine all appeals duly made 

to him from the decision of any school district meeting, or any — 

town or city board of school commissioners, concerning any mat- 

ter under this act, not otherwise provided for, or any law of the 

State relating to public seliools, and his decision thereon, shall be 

final and conclusive. | ) 

See. 9. Ieshall, in each year, piepare and srbmit to the leg- 

islature a report, bearing date on the last day of December in 

each year, containing an abstract of the reports received by him | 

from the several towns; a statement vf the condition of the pub- 

lic schools of the State, and of the State University; estimates 

and statements of the condition of the school and university funds, 

| and for their better management; systems for the improvement 

of the public schools; and all such matters relating to his oftice 

_as he shall deem expedient to communicate. a 

Sec. 10. He shall annually apportion the income derived from 

the State school fund, according to the provistons of this act here- 

| inafter named. / - - 
Sec. 11. Te shall have an office at the Capitol of the State, 

where shall be deposited all papers and documents appertaining 

to the business of lis office, and to whieh place communications 

on official business may be addressed to him. ,
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— Bee. 12. Copies of all papers deposited or filed in the office éf 
the State Superintendent, and all acts and decisions of such Su- 
perintendent may be certified by him; and when so certified shall 
be evidence equally and in like manner with the originals. — 

| TOWN SCIIOOL COMMISSIONERS. 

See. 13. There shall be elected, in the form and manner pre- | 
scribed by law for. the election of other town officers, in cach 
town of this State, at the annual town meeting thereof, in April 
of each year, three Commissioners of public schools for the town, 
who shall be residents and electors therein, and who shall have 
4he general charge and superintendence of the public schools in 
the town for which they were elected, subject to the restraints and 
regulations hereinafter provided. . | 

| Sec. 14. The school commissioners so elected shall, within ten | 
days after being notified of such election, each and severally take 
an oath, before some justice of the peace of the county in which 
their services are to be performed, to we'!l and truly discharge the 
duties of their respective oflices; and when so qualified they shall 
elect, from their own number, a chairman, whoshall preside at all 
ineetings, and a secretary, who shall keep a record of the procecd- 
ings of the same; and when so organized they shall constitute a 

_ board of School Commissioners, to act upon such legitimate busi- 7 
mess as shall come before them. | 

. Sec. 15. The board of school commissioners of each town 
shall personally examine any person proposing to teach any pub- 
lic school in such town; and upon such examination they, or a 
majority of them, may give to such person, if found competent, a 
certificate in duplicate that he is qualified to teach all the branch- 
es required by law to be taught in the public schools; one copy 
of which shall be filed with the town or city treasurer; and all | 
certificates so granted shall be in force for one year from the date 
thereof; and no teacher shall enter upon the duties of any school 
until such certificate is obtained; and no money shall be paid by
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any town or city treasurer to any teacher for services, except to 

such as have filed a certificate of qualification, according to the 

provisions of this act: Provided, That no certificate shall be 
granted except to persons of good moral character. 

Sec. 16. Theschool commissioners of each town may remove 

the teacher of any public school therein for manifest iIncompe- 

tency, immorality, neglect of duty, or violation of contract. | 

See. 17. The school commissioners of the several towns in this 

State shall, one or more of them, visit each of the public schools | 

of said towns, at least once in cvery month, during the . time in, 

which the same may be taught; itshall be their duty to make a 

careful examination of the schools, and to enquire into the prog- 

yess and proficiency of the pupils; to render advice and sugges- 

tions as tothe management, conduct, and discipline of the same; 

they may suspend from the privileges of the public school any 

, pupil who persists in gross and disorderly conduct, which suspen- 

sion shall not extend beyond the current term of the school; and. 

it shall be their duty to render such assistance as may be in their 

- power, in the introduction of the text and class books recommend- 

ed by the State Superintendent. - _ 

See. 18. The board of school commissioners of each town — 

shall, on or before the first day of December in each year, make 

| and transmit to the state superintendent a report stating: the 

whole number of school districts in the town; the number of 

school districts from which reports have been received inthetime., 

: and manner hereinafter prescribed; the number of children over | 

the age of four and under the age of twenty years residing in the — 

town; the number each of male and female children within the 

above ages; the number of children, and the number each of 

males and females, who have attended the public schdols of the | 

town; the whole amount of money received from all sources tor 

the support of the public schools of the town; the amount re- 

ceived from the state school fund; the amount of tax raised in the 

| town for the support of public schools; the amount raised for
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same; the averagewages paid to male and female teachers, in- | 

cluding board; the average number of months public. schools : 

- have been taught in the town; the school books generally used in 

the town; the total valuation of the school houses and school: dis- 

trict property in the town; and such other information as may. be 

required, according to the forms furnished by the State Superin- | 

tendent; and so much of the said report as relates to the number 

of children, the length of time schools have been taught, and the 

amount of money raised by tax for school purposes, in such towns, 

shall be verified by affidavit. . | Sg oo | 

Sec. 19. The school commissioners of any town may purchase 

at.the expense of said town, when families or guardians may be 

unable to furnish the same, such school books as may be necessary 

for the use of any children attending school therein; and the 

amount of such: purchases may be included in.any tax list to be 

collected in such town. — BS | | 

Sec. 20. The board of school commissioners of each town shalt 

constitute and be a body corporate and politic for the purpose 

and none other, of holding and managing any property, funds, or 

estate, transferred to them for the use and benefit of the public 

schools therein, for the use and application of which, during their 

| term of office, they shall be personally and individually responsi- 

ble. | | 

Sec. 21. Any person elected to the office of school commis- 

- gioner who shall, without sufficient cause, refuse or neglect to serve 

in such office, shall forfeit and pay for the use of the public 

schools of the town, the sum of ten dollars, to. be recovered in an 

action of debt before any justice of the peace. | | 

- Sec, 22. The school commissioners shall be paid for actual ser- | 

vice done and performed, such sums and traveling fees as may-be 

allowed by the board of town supervisors. | ee 

See. 23. If at any time the office of any school commissioner 

shall become. vacant by death, resignations or otherwise, the re-
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| maining members of the board may fill the vacancy so caused, : 
by appointment; or if none, or only one of the members of the 

board so remain, the vacancies may be filled in like manner by © 

the town board of supervisors, or, if ina city, by the mayor and 

common council. | | 

Sec. 24. In the several cities of this state, there shall be elect- 

ed at the annual election of city officers therefor, three school 

commissioners in each ward, who shall hold their several offices 

for one vear, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

Sec. 25. The said school commissioners shall qualify in like . 

manner a& is provided for town school commissioners; and when 

| so qualified the school commissioners of the several wards in each 

city shall meet and elect from their own members a chairman, | 

who shall preside at all meetings; and a secretary, who shall keep 

the records ot the same; and when s0 organized the said com- 

missioners shall constitute a board of school commissioners for 

each city, with all the duties and powers conferred by this act upon, 

the school commissioners of the several towns; andthe mayor 

and common council, the assessors of the several wards, and the 

city treasurer of each city, shall possess all the powers and per- 

form all the duties for like purposes allowed and prescribed by 

this act to the board of supervisors, the assessors, and the treasu- 

rer of each town. | : | 
Sec. 26. Theschool commissioners of each town shall,on the 

first day of Aprilin each year, make and transmit to the town. 

board of supervisors, and the school commissioners of each city 

shall, at the same time, make and transmit to the mayor and com- 

mon council, a report, stating the number of public schools kept 

in said town or city, and the length of time they have severally 

been taught; the number of children attending each of said — 

schools; the number of children returned in the last annualreport 

_as entitled to draw public money; the use, application and con- | 

| dition of any property which they, in their corporate. capacity, 

may have and hold; the amount of school moneys received from
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cifferent sources the past year, and the expenditure of the same ; 

| and whether any portion thereof remains unexpended, with an 

estimate of the amount of tax necessary to be raised for the sup- 

port of public schools the ensuing year, and such other matter as 

may be deemed necessary, orsaid board of supervisors, or mayor 

| and common council, may require. 0 : 

| | _ SCHOOL DISTRICTS. | | 
Sec. 27. Hach town in this State shall contain so many school 

districts as shall seem in the judgment of the School Commission- 

ers of such town to be required by the public wants and conven- 

ience: and every legally organized school district shall be a body 

corporate and politic, and shall possess the usual powers of corpo- 

rations for public purposes, and shall be known and styled by the 

number thereof, as now existing or given thereto by the School 

| Commissioners of the town, in the town in which such district is 

situated. 7 - | 

See. 28. The School Commissioners of each town, or a majori- 

ty of them, may at any time form new school districts from terri- 

tory not before included in any school district, or from a part or 

parts of any existing school district or districts; and they may 

change, alter or annul the boundaries of any school district now | 

existing or hereafter formed: but no such information, change or 

alteration shall take effect until thirty days after notice of the saine 

has been filed with the town clerk, except by consent of the au- 

thorities of the district or districts affected thereby, nor shall any 

such formation, change, alteration or annulment, take etlect be- 

tween the first day of December and the first day of April in the 

year next following; nor shall any school distriet be annulled ex- 

cépt by consent of a majority of the legal voters ‘thereof, nor 

‘against which any legal debt or liability may exist, until such debt 

has been discharged. Oe re ae | 

Sec. 29. The number of each school district and: the descrip- 

tion of the boundaries thereof, shall be filed by the school com- 

- missioner ot each town in the office of the town clerk of the town
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or towns in which such district is situated; and, upon the forma- _ 
tion, alteration or annulment of any school district, the descrip: | 

tion and the number thereof shall be filed by the said commission- | 

erin the office of the town clerk of the town or towns in which 

such district is situated-and a further copy with the clerk of each : 

district affected thereby, within ten days thereafter, anda ‘copy of | 

the description and number of any school district now existing, or 

co formed and altered, certified to by any such town clerk, shall 

be evidence of the formation, alteration and legal existence of any 

such school district, in all cases whatsoever. oo ee | 

Sec. 80. Upon the formation of a new school district in any 

town, or in two or more towns, the town school commissioners 

thereof, or of some one of said towns, shall, within ten days there- 

after, call a meeting of the legal voters of said district for the elec- 

tion of district officers, and for such business as may be specified 

in the call therefor, by posting notices of such meeting in at least 

three conspicuous places within the bouudaries of the district so 

formed, and such mecting may pass any vote, or do any action 

which a regular annual meeting may, by the provisions of this 

get, pass and do, and the officers then elected shall be qualified in | 

the manner herein provided for district officers, and they shall 

serve till the first regular annual meeting, of the district thereat 

ter, and until their successors are elected and qualified. | 

Sec. 81. When anew school district is formed in whole or in 

part from one or more districts possessed of a school house, furni- 

ture, library or other property, or entitled to any property, the | 

School Commissioners of the town, shall assess and value such 

property, and shall determine the proportion thereof, justly due 

to that part of the district so set off, and the amount thereof shall 

be levied as a tax upon the taxable property of that portion of the 

original district or districts in which after such division said school | 

house shall remain and be held,'and the amount so levied shall 

be collected by the town treasurer, and placed to the credit of the
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new district to be applied in gecting a.school house and farnish- | 

ing the same therefor. - | | | 

See. 82. TE any legal debt, ability, or incumbrances shall ex- 

ist against any school district at the division thereof, the just and 

“proper proportion of such debt, which should be paid by the new 

district so sett off, shall be estimated and determined by the afore- 

| said School Commissioners; and the amount so determined shall 

be subtracted from the amount to be levied, collected and paid 

over to the new distrigt, according to the next preceding section 

| of this act; and such debt shall remain in full foree and etfect 

against that portion of the original district by which the distriet : 

property is to be held; andthe said district so retaining the said 

oo property shall in all cases retain the original number and title. 

- Sec. 83. An annual meeting of the legal voters of cach school 

district shall be held at 2 o’clock in the afternoon of the first 

Saturday in October in each year; and six days notice in writing, 

signed by the district clerk, of the time and place of holding such 

| nesting, shall be posted in at least three conspicuous places with- 

insuch district; and special district meetings may be called by 

notice as aforesaid by the clerk; or, upon his refusal or neglect to 

. call such meeting, by any five legal voters of the district. 

Sec. 34. At the annual district meeting, or any special meet- 

ing called for that purpose, there shall be elected, in each district, 

by a plurality of the legal voters present, a district director and 

clerk, who shall hold their respective offices for one year, or until 

| their successors are elected and qualified ; and all elections of dis- 

~ trict officers shall be by ballot. —  » 

Sec. 85.. Within five days after the annual orany special elee- 

tion of district officers, it shall be the duty of the clerk officiating 

| at such election, to serve upon the officers clected a written notice 

of such election ; and within five days after such notice, the said 

officers shall severally take and subscribe to an oath, before some 

person authorized toadminister the same, to faithfully discharge 

the duties of their raspective offices; and when thus qualified, |
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they shall proceed to perform all the duties, and shall have all the 

powers, enjoined and granted by thiMact. | 

See. 86. Itshall be the duty of the district director to preside 

at all district meetings ; and he shall, on behalf and at the expense 

ofthe district, keep the school-house in good order and repair; | 

and in case there be no school house provide aroom in which 

school may be taught; provide fuel and all things necessary for 

the convenience and comfort of the scholars attending school; se- _ 

lect and contract with a qualified teacher for the school, which 

contract shall be in writing; and give such information and assis- | 

tance to the School Commissioners of the town as willenable them __ 

to discharge the duties required of them; he shall appear in be- 

half of the district in all suits against it, and shall prosecute in | 

the name of the district for all debts and obligations due the same; , 

and all. and singular the necessary expenses incurred ‘by him in 

carrying out the provisions of this section, shall be paid and dis- 

charged by the district by a tax levied upon the taxable property 

thereof. | | 

Sec. 87. It shall be the duty of the district clerk to keep a 

true and fairrecord of the proceeding of all district meetings, and 

to preserve the same; and all votes and ballots for raising taxes, : 

ciccting officers, and for all other purposes, and to: preserve the 

same; and he shall, between the first and fifteenth days of Octo- 

| ber in each year, make and transmit to the School Commissioners 

of the town, a report in writing, signed by him, and dated on the | 
first day of the said month, stating, thenumber of children over : 

_ the age of four, and under the age of twenty years, residing in the | 

district at the date of said report; and the number of months 

school has been taught for the year ending with the date of said | 

report, with the amount of wages paid per month to the teachers , 

of such schools, which statement shall be verified by affidavit; he 

shall also in the said report set forth such facts and statistics as may | 

be required, according to the forms furnished by the State Super- 

intendent, or by the School Commissioners of the town; and he
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a shall preserve a copy of all reports made, in a book kept for that 
: purpose. | | | 

Sec. 88. Every person elected to a school district office, for 
- neglect or refusal, without suflicient cause, to fulfill the duties of 

such office, shall be liable to a fine of ten dollars, to be recovered 
| in anaction”of debt for the use of the district. 

Sec. 39. If, by the neglect, or any illegal and fraudulent act 
of any school district officer, damage shall acerue to any district, 
such officer may be sued in an action of debt, and there shall be 
recovered from him for the use of the district, asum equal in. 
amount to the damage socaused. | a 

Sec. 40. The legal voters of any district at the regular annual 
meeting thereof, may vote to levy a tax on the taxable property 

| of the district, for any or all of the follo wing purposes: for pur- 
chasing and enclosing, or leasing a school-house site; for build- 
ing, repairing, buying or renting aschool-house; for the payment 
ot teachers wages; for providing. fuel, lights, furniture, district Hi- 
brary, black-boards, outline maps, apparatus, and any and all oth- 
er things necessary for the wants and convenience of a publie 

~ ——-gchool 3 for discharging any debts or liabilities legally incurred by 
the district: but no tax shall be levied except it isat the regular 
annual meeting, or at the first meeting of a new school district. ) 

Sec. 41. In raising and assessing taxes in the several school 
districts, every inhabitant of the district shall be taxed in the dis- " 
trict in which he resides, for all his personal property, and for all 

_ his.real estate which he holds in the town, being under his own | 
+ actual improvement; and all other of his real estate in the same 

town shall be taxed ip the district in which it lies. | | 

See. 42. Whenever the real estate of a non-resident owner, 
| shall be taxed to such owner, it shall be taxed in the district in 

which the same is situated. | 
Sec. 43. In the assessment of all taxes for school district pur- 

+ poses, all real estate and machinery belonging to corporations, 
(except suchas are exempt by law from taxation,) shall be taxed |
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in the school district in which the same are situated ; and in as- 

sessing the shares of such corporations for like purposes, the value 

of such real estate and machinery shall be subtracted therefrom. 

Sec. 44. Whenever any school district at the regular annual 

meeting thereof, shall vote to raise a tax for any one or more pur- 

poses, the clerk of such district shall make out and certify to a 

statement of the amount of tax so to be raised, and to transmit the 

same within ten days thereafter to the assessors of the town, who 

| shall proceed to assess such tax in the same manner as town taxes 

are assessed, on the estates of the inhabitants of such school dis- 

trict, and on all lands liable to be taxed therein, as aforesaid, all 

moneys voted to be raised by the district as aforesaid; and such 

| assessment shall be made within twenty days after the clerk of the | 

district shall certify according to the provisions of this section, 

the amount to be raised. a - 

See. 45. Upon the completion of such assessment the said as- 

sossors shall transmit the same to the town clerk, who shall make | 

a warrant directed to the treasurer of the town in which said dise | 

trict is located, requiring him. to collect the tax so assessed within 

a time limited in. the warrant, who ahall proceed to collect the 

same in the manner prescribed by law for collecting town taxes. | 

See. 46. The money so collected shall remain in the treasury 

of the town, subject to the uses for which it was ordered to be | 

raised, and shall be disbursed by the town treasurer, on the order 

of the district director: and all such orders shall have attached 

thereto the certificate of the district clerk that the amountthere- - - 

| of was voted by the district for the special purpose therein set . 

forth. ee ee | ce 

Sec. 47. The assessors and treasurer of the town shall receive 

the same “compensation respectively for assessing, collecting and 

paying out all moneys assessed and raised for school districts, as 
js allowed by the town for like services in collecting town taxes. 

| Sec. 48. No money raised by tax in any school district shall 

be applied to any other purpose than that specified in the vote by
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which it was ordered to be raised, unless such vote shall specify that it shall be applied to the payment of the general and necesga- ry expenses of the district, | . | Sec. 49. In addition to the powers conferred upon the legal voters of any school district by- section 40 of this act, they, ora majority of them, may at any annual or special meeting, appoint a-chairman therefor in the absence of the district director, and a - clerk pro. tem., in the absence of the district clerk ; may adjourn from time to time, as occasoin may require ; may designate a site | for a school-house ; inay authorize and direct the sale of anyschool- , house, site, or other property belonging to the ‘district when the same shall be no longer needful for the use of said district ; may | give direction and make provision for the prosecution or defence . of any suit or proceeding in which the district may. be party, or 

| nay be interested; may determine how long time, and whether in winter or summer, or both, school shall be taught, and whether 
by male or female teachers, and what wages per month shall be paid for a teacher; may appoint and authorize a committee to car- ry into effect any of these provisions; and may alter, modify or | repeal any vote of a preceding meeting under which no action has been had: Provided, That nothing herein named shall au- 

thorize. any special meeting to rescind the vote by which an an- 
nual meeting ordered a tax to be raised, or to levy, increase or di- 
minish any district tax, and no proceeding shall be had at any special meeting unless notice thereof shall have. been set forth in _ the notice calling such meeting, = | SO 

Bee. 50. Any school district possessing a district library may, | 
at the annual or special school district ‘Meeting, appoint a librari- 
an; and’said library shall be free to all the inhabitants of. the dis- trict, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by a the Superintendent of Public Instruction : and it shall be the dy- | ty of said librarian, to keep a record of all books lent, and the a person or persons taking the same ; and he shall have power to  - assess and collect all fines and damages, for neglecting to réturn,
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in} uring or destroying any bouk belonging to said library. 

Sec, 51. In case of a vacancy occurring in the office of dis- 

trict director or clerk by death, resignation or otherwise, a special 

meeting shall be called by the remaining district officer; or, if 

poth offices shall become vacant, by any tive legal voters of the | 

district, within ten days after such vacancy has occurred; at which | 

. special mecting ‘the office or officers so elected shall qualify and : 

chall serve till the next annual district meeting, and till a success- 

or or successors may be elected and qualified ; if, however, such | 

special meeting is neglected to be called, the town Board of School 

Commissioners shall appoint some person or persons to fill such 

VACALCY. oo | | | 7 _ 7 

Sec. 52. No person shall be entitled to vote at any annual or 

special district meeting, unless such person is a legal voter inthe, 

town, and has resided in the district at least ten days next previous - 

to such meeting. , | ; 

See, 538. Whenever any school district shall neglect or reftse 

to establish a school therein, the School Commissioners of the 

town may establish such school, and employ a teacher therefor ; 

for the payment of whose wages, and for all necessary expenses, 

the said district shall be liable ; and if any district shall not elect 

a director and clerk, or if elected such director and clerk, or el- — 

ther of them shall neglect, refuse or failto perform any duties en- 

joined upon them in their official capacity, then and in all such 

gases the School Commissioners of any such town shall perform all 

the duties, and have all the powers, of such director and clerk, 

— ‘gnall cases whatsoever, and the action of such commissioners shall 

be conclusive and final as to the refusal, neglect or failure of such 

clerk or director, or both, for the purposes of such act. ’ _ 

a | | COMPOUND SCHOOL DISTRICTS. | _—— | 

Sec. 54.. When two or more adjoining towns shall possess con: 

tiguous territory not included in any school district, and the said 

‘territory in each town shall be too small to form a school district
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capable of supporting a school advantageously, the school com- 
missioners of the several said towns may meet and form the.same 
into a compound school district, which shall possess all the powers, . 
enjoy all the priyileges, and be subject to all the liabilities allow- 
ed or prescribed to school districts by this act. ee 
See. 55. Such compound districts now existing, or hereafter 

formed, shall be under the control and jurisdiction of the school 

commissioners of the towns in which the school houses of said 

district are located, for the following purposes: for examining 

and certifying to the qualifications of teachers therefor ; for filling 
vacant offices and establishing schools therein; and for receiving 
reports from the clerks thereof. re 

Bee. 56. Whenever any tax is ordered to be raised by a com- 

pound district, the clerk thereof shall certify to a statement of the 
amount so voted, and transmit the same to the assessors of the 
several towns in which any of the taxable property of the said — 
district may be located, who shall thereupon meet and determine - 
the portion of said tax to be assessed in the several said towns; — 
and the portions so determined they shall proceed to arsess; and 

they shall transmit the assessments to the clerks of the several _ 
said towns, who shall make out a warrant for the collection of the 
same, directed to the treasurers of the several towns ; and the - 

_ said treasurers shall proceed to collect the said portions in their — 
several towns, as provided by section forty-four of this act. 

Sec. 57. The several amounts so collected shall be paid to the | 
- treasurer of the town in which the school-house of said compound | 

distret is situated, who shall disburse the same, and who shall re- - | 

ceive and disburse all moneys of the said district, as is provided | 
in respect to school district moneys by this act. | | 

Sec. 58. The clerk of any compound school district shall make 
~ all reports required by this act to the school commigsioners of the 

town in which the school-house is located, specifying the number 
of children in those portions of the district: in each of the several 
‘towns; and the said school commissioners in their annual report 

13. a
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to the State Superintendent, shall specify the number of compound 

school districts which report to them, and the number of children 

residing in those portions of such compound districts lying in any 

other town or towns, with the name of the town or towns in which 

they reside. | | | oe 

Sec. 59. No compound school district shall be changed or al- 

tered except by a majority of the school ‘commissioners of the 

several towns interested therein. | | a 

| TOWN TAXES FOR SOMOOL PURPOSES. | 

Sec. 60. The board of town supervisors of each town shall in 

cach year determine the amount of tax to be raised for the sup- 

port of public schools therein, which tax shall not be less in 

amount than one half the sum received by said town from state 

school fund income for the next previous year; and any town, at 

the annual town meeting thereof, may, in addition to the above | 

sum, vote such taxas may be deemed necessary for school pur- 

poses. a | a a 

Sec. 61. Whenever there shall have been no apportionment to 

any town from the state school fund income for the next previous 

year, the tax ordered to be raised by the next preceding section of 

this act, shall amount to not less than the sum of twenty-five cents 

for each child over the age of four, and under the age of twenty 

years, residing in thesaid town, Be - a 

Sec. 62. All town taxes for school purposes shall be assessed 

and collected in like manner as other town taxes, and shall be ap- 

portioned to the several school districts, in the same manner, and 

subject to the same restrictions as are provided tor the apportion- 

ment to the several districts of the income of the state school 

fund. OS ae an aa | 

APPORTIONMENT OF THE INCOME OF THE STATE SCIIOOL: FUND, - 

See, 63. It shall be the duty of the State Treasurer, on the — 

tenth day.of March in each year, to notify the State Superintend- 

ent of the amount of money belonging to the income of the state
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school fund then in the treasury ; and the said State Superintend 

ent shall thereupon, within five days, or as soon thereafter as prac . 

ticable, proceed to apportion the said amount to the several towns 

and cities in this state; but no apportionment shall be made to 

any town or city, unless it is shown by the annual report of the 

school commissioners thereof, that public schools have been. 

taught in the said town or city, at least three months during the 

year next preceding thefdate of the said report ;fnor unless the 

amount of school money raised by tax in such town or city for the 

year aforesaid, shall be at least equal to one half the amount re- 

ceived by said town from the apportionment for the next previous 

year, or such sum as is required by section sixty-one of this act; 

nor unless the reports required by this act have been regularly 

made, and transmitted to the State Superintendent. | 
~ $ee. 64. Upon the completion of such apportionment the 

State Superintendent shall notify the State Treasurer of the amount 
apportioned to the towns of each county, and he shall also notify 

thé treasurer of each county of the amount apportioned to the 

several towns therein; which amount shall remain in the State 

| treasury, subject to the draft of the said county treasurer, who 

shall apply for and receive the same. a | 

Sec. 65. Each county treasurer, upon the receipt of said 

money, shall notify the school commissioners of each town in his 

county of the amount due such town; and the said school com- | 

missioners shall thereupon proceed to apportion the amount so due 

to such town, to the several school districts therein ; but no appor- 

tionment shall be made to any school district unless a public school 

has been taught therein for at least three months in the course of 

the year next preceding the date of the last annual report from 

the clerk thereof; nor unless the annual report required by this 

act has been actually made and transmitted to the said school 

| commissioners of the town. ee | 

See. 66. Upon the completion of such apportionment, the said 

- commissioners shall notify the town treasurer of the amount due
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said town and the several school districts therein; and he ‘shall | 

apply to the county treasurer for the said amount, and shall re- 

ceive’the’same, and the said amount shall remain in the treasury 

of the said town for the payment of teachers’ wages in the several 

school districts, and shall be paid on the order of the director and _ 

clerk of the districts entitled thereto; but no town or county | 
treasurer shall be entitled to any compensation from the income 

ef the state school fund for receiving and disbursing the same. 

Sec. 67.. Inapportioning school money to the several towns in 

this State, the State Superintendent shall order to be paid to the 

treasurers of the towns from which reports of compound school 

districts are received, the amount of money apportioned to any 

adjoining towns on account of the children in those portions of 

the said districts lying in the said adjoining towns; but such 

money so paid shall be considered as apportioned to said adjoining 

town for all purposes whatsoever; and the town commissioners of - 

the towns to which such money is so paid, shall apportion to the | 

said compound districts the amount of money to which they may 

be entitled for all the children therein ;, and said money, when 

thus apportioned, shall remain in the treasury of the town to 

which the same was paid for the use and benefit of the said com- 

pound district. a - —— 

| | | | GENERAL PROVISIONS, 

Sec. 68. When a final judgement is recovered in any suit at law 

against any scliool district, a copy of such judgment shall be filed = 

in the office of the town clerk of the town in which such district is 

situated; andthe gaid town clerk shall certify to the town asses- 

sors that such judgment has been filed with the amount. thereof ; 

or, if the said district be a compound district, a copy of the said 

judgment shall be filed in the office of the town clerk of each of 

' the towns in which a portion of the said district may lie, and the | 

said certificate shall be directed by the several-clerks of the said 

towns to the assessors of the several said towns; and the said as- |
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sossors shall therenpon proceed to assess a tax upon the taxable 
property of the said district sufficient to discharge the said judg- 
ment, and said tax shall be assessed an collected in the manner 
prescribed by this act for assessing and collecting other district 
taxes, and the amount so collected shall be paid to the party en- | 
titled thereto. . oo ae | 

See. 69. When any decision of the school commissioners of a 

town, by which any money has been paid to any school district, _ 
is appealed from, and is reversed by the State Superintendent, the 

amount of money so paid shall be refunded to the party entitled 

thereto; or, if such money has been paid out and expended, the 

chairman and clerk of the board of school commissioners for the 

town shall certify to the town treasurer that such money has been : 

wrongly paid, with the amount thereof, and the party entitled 

_ thereto; whereupon the assessors of the town shall proceed to as- 

sess the said amount on the taxable property of the said district, 

and the same shall be collected in like manner as is prescribed for 

| collecting other district taxes, and shall be paid by the town treas- 

| urer to the party entitled thereto. 7 — 

. Sec. 70. In any contracts. between a school teacher and any 

school district to teach a public school for one or more months, it 

_ shall be understood and. implied that such school shall be taught 

twenty-two. days in each month, unless otherwise specified in the 

said contract... + a, te - | 

Sec. 71. In case the board of school commissioners of any 

| town or city shall neglect or refuse to make . the reports required 

by this act, whereby such town or city . shall forfeit its apportion- ( 

ment of State school money, the said board of school eommission- 

) ers shall be jointly liable to pay the said town er city the full 

amount lost in consequence of such neglect or refusal ;.and.in case 

the clerk of any school district shall neglect or refuse to make the | 

| report required by this act, whereby the said district shall forfeit 

any apportionment of money, he shall be liable to forfeit and pay 
to the said district the amount lost by such neglect or refusal.
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Sec. 72. The town treasurer shall sue for and recover in the 

name and for the use of his town, all fines and forfeitures to said 

town named in thisact. © - | 

Sec. 78. Every town treasurer collecting and holding money 

under this act, shall give such additional security for the sate 

keeping and proper disbursement of the same as may be required 

by the town board of supervisors. 
- Sec. 74. “Any person or persons feeling aggrieved at the action 

of the town school commissioners in forming, dividing, or altering 

anyischool district, may appeal from such action to the decision 

of the town board of supervisors of the town in which the said 

school district is situated, who may hear the evidence adduced by 

either party in the case, and: may, if deemed necessary, proceed 

to view the grounds in’ dispute, and upon such'hearing the said 

board of supervisors may affirm or reverse the action of the said | 

school commissioners; and such action of the board of town su- 
pervisors shall be final and conclusive. a On 

Sec. 75. The director of each school district shall furnish, un-. 
der the direction of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, a 

suitable school register, in which every teacher of the district shall 
be required to enter the names, ages, and studies of all scholars 

attending school, aid their daily attendance, which register shall 

be deposited with the clerk atfthe end of each term’; and any 

teacher who shall wilfully neglect or refuse to comply with the 

| requirements of this’ section, shall forfeit his or her wages for 

teaching in said district. = °° en | ‘ 

Sec. 76. It shall be the duty of the?Superintendent of Public 

| Instruction; in making the apportionment for the first year in 
which the income of thestate school fund shall amount toonehun- 

dred thousand dollars, to set apart and apportion. to each school 

district in this State the sum of ten™dollars, to be expended, ac- 

cording to the advice and recommendation of the State Superin- 
tendent, in purchasing books for a school district library; and the 
state treasurer shall pay,the said sum, for such purpose, on the or-
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der of the board of school commissioners of each town and city, 

for each school district within the same, which shall produce evi- | 
dence of having raised by tax an equal amount to be appropriated 

for the same object. | | 

Sec. 77. This act shall be published immediately, and when so 

printed shall be in full force and effect; except so much thereof 

as relates to school district officers, which shall take effect and be 

in full force on and after the first day of September next; and 

except so much thereof as relates to the election and duties of 

town and city school commissioners, which shall take effect and be 
in force on and after the first day of March next. 

Sec. 78. The repeal, hereby, of any law heretofore in force, 

shall inno way apply to, or affect, any act done, or right accrued, | 

or penalty incurred, norshall any suit or action heretofore com- 

menced or pending, or right or cause of action be by such repeal 

affected so as to extinguish or impair thesame; but the same 
shall continue and remain unimpaired, and may be proceeded in 

and carried to finaljudgment and execution, anything in this act, 

or such repeal to the contrary notwithstanding, and as though this 
act had not been passed. | 

Sec. 79. All acts and parts of acts conflicting with or contra- 

' vening any of the provisions of this act, or relating to any matter 

provided for in this act, are hereby repealed.
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REGENTS’ REPORT, . 

a i oonst 9  . UINIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN, 1 | 

Bo | | February 28, 1854..;;.) 

ry His Excellency, WILLIAM A. BARSTOW, 

| re Governor of the State of Wisconsm : 

Se In accordance with the statute, I transmit to you’ herewith, the 

~ sixth annual report of the Regents of the University, and ‘have 

the honor to be, es | an oe 

Oo Very Respectfully, =~ 

) Ch Your most obedient servant. rs 

ta SEL LATHROP, 
a President of Board of Regents.



In compliance with the requisitions of the charter, the Regentsof 
the University of. Wisconsin, make to the Legislature, this, their 
sixth annual CE Se 

_ The educational system of a state cannot be considered ascom- 
plete, which does not provide university instruction for the youth, who after passing successfully through the school and academy, _ seck to prepare themselves, by a course of liberal study, for posts of honor and usefulness inthe community, 

The relations. of. the university to the other portions of the edu- | cational system, are intimate arid important. | | oo 
The district school should look to the academy and to the nor- 

mal department of the university for qualified teachers; while 
graduates of the university should find a large and profitable field _ 
of social duty in supplying the academical instruction of the | 
state. The completeness of our system of public education will not be fully realized, till the well constructed school-house, plan-— | ted in each neighborhood in the state, shall command the services 
of a teacher academically and professionally prepared for his vo- 
cation; and the academy or union school, established in every | township in the state, shall enjoy the instruction of teachers who - shall have gone through with a full course of university instruce > tion, - a | |
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_ «The university, thereforé, commends: itself to the fostering’ care 

of: the legislature, asa part of the system of public education 

a part indispensible to the elevation and completeness of the 

In this view of the subject, a wise policy would require that the 

university should be as fred'as the academy or the district school; 

thatthé deficiency of:the fund should, as in the ease of the dis- 

trict school, be made up by some adequate public provision.:: « 

-_, The state university should not only be free, but should be able — 
by its amplé means to offer.the youth of the state.a better eduea- 

tion, than can be-expected from litérary institutions dependent for 

their’ endowments on private liberality; and supported, to a con- 

siderable extent, on the fees of tuition. Ithas’ been, as it will contin- 

tie tobe: the eardof the board; that the méans placed at their dis! 

_- posal should be administered with a view to these’ valuable ends, 

and should be made available to the eminent and permanent use- 

fulness of, the university. mot po COE Giese ste 

» The original endowment‘consisted of seventy-two: sections “of 

-wild land, granted by Congress, and located by the state, for thé 

 -pénefit of auniversity. The constitution ‘and laws of ‘the state 

| have provided for the'sale of the lands, anid the investment: of ‘the 

proceeds at sever per cent. per annum. : The result of the publi¢ | 

- administyation of this endowment ‘will be, that, when all the lands 
shall” have been sold under existing laws, the capital fand of the 

university derived from this source will. be $175,000 as 

«The proceeds of sales up to October'l, 1852, amounted to about 

$96,000." Since that period, the value of lands sold, have amount- 

ed to about $80,000. The total of these stims “is $106,000, of 

_ which $96,000 is drawing interest; ‘some’ $10,000" lying in the 

treasury on the first df January 1854 ‘ready for investment. . As 
the rasidue-ofithe university lands -ate liable'to ‘entry at the ap- 
praisal made in the summer of 1852, on very’ favorable’ terms ‘as 

to time, it is:fair-to presume ‘that thev will’ continue to be taken 

alpyandthat, within two years from the present time, the whole land.
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grant will be converted into a:capital fund,:of the amount abéve | 
stated,..well invested, and: drawing’ interest at the rdte of séven: 
per cent.. per annum, Ce ee Bye Er ES mela ty 

The financial powers and responsibilities of the Board of'Re- 
gehts:are limited fo the administratian. of the éncome of the:fun dj 
and the management of the property they may hold in their cor: 
porate capacity. Over the principal of the fund'they have no 
control © Ce a Bae bt 

In accordance with the provisions of thé charter, and of subse- 
| quent legislation, the preparatory school was opened in 1848, and 

during the subsequent year'a sité’ was selected and secured for the 
university edifices: The enclosetre contains over fifty acres, beau | 
fifully located; and if platted and brought into market, at the av- 
erage price of lots inthe immediate vicinity, would beheld at. 
not less than $35,000. 7 gn 

Under the sanction of acts of the legislature in 1850, the board 
proceeded to tne erection of the first university’ ‘edifice, which 
was completed the following year, and a foundation was laid: for 
asecond, The cost of buiding thus far has been somewhat over __ 
$20,000; and this sum added to the value of the grounds, report- 
ed.above, will swell the property of the board to 55,000... To this — 
latter sum is togbe added the value of the library and cabinet; | 
which, although yet small; cannot be estimated at less than $3,000, 
The total value of the fixed property of the board. may, therefore, 
on the first day of January 1854, be set down ‘at $58,000...Had — 
not the university interest been thus early; organized, and were the 
property to be now bought by the Regents for university uses,. it 
would cost at least that sum. he Ay 

The fortunate acquisition of this necessary and-very valuable . 
property, has been attended by the.contraction of a debt of -$30,- _ 
000, which is to be liquidated, principal and interest, frem the _ 
forthcoming income of the university. fund. During this whole 
period up.to the present time, the current expenses have been: paid; 
and the university, having passed through its preparatory condi-



tion, is assuming, the, nature form and character, of an education: 
al institution of the highest lass. | 

Although the income of the capital fund ofthe institution, has 

up to the present year, been quite small, the board are able to pre- 

sent the. gratifying fact, that, notwithstanding the difficulties and: 

embaraséments attendant on :the:inception of anew institution in 

the midst of a newly: settled population,. the property in the hands 

of the board has been constantly accumulating, and its value is. 

now more than double the sum originally advanced bythe state 

on the faith of the forthcoming income of the proceeds of the sales 

 of.the university lands. | : 

The resources of the institution may, then, be stated as follows: 

-- J, Capital fund, consisting of the following items © | 

lands. sold and proceeds bearing interest, $95,244 85 

Capitol fund in treasury and ready for investment, — 10,867 .22 

Appraised value of lands unsold, (about) == 68,887 93 

2. Property owned by the board of regents, to, wits... 
Grounds fifty acres, worthatleast = , $35,000 00 

Building, &e., cost (about) Ho oe oo, 20,000.00 

--—- Potal resources, os, e., -283,000 00 

The liabilities of the institution, aside from annu- - oO 

-- g] disbursements, consist of two items only, to wits 

-..Qoan from principal of school fund, | $25,000 00 

_ Joan from J.\D: Ledyard, © 5,000 00 
Do Do te Be SR aE ener 

|  ‘Potalliabilities, 9 9 oY ior iy 730,000. 00 

The balance $203: 000, constitutes the clear property of the uni- . 

vérsity on the first day of January 1854; which exceeds the whole 

fund derived, and to be derived, from the original land endow- 

| ments by the sum of twenty-eight thousand dollars—an . ingeme 

resulting wholly from the financial action of the board in the: pre- 

mises. oy St a De oe ee



The ‘total amount of money appli¢able to’ the support of the 
University for the present year, may Be stated as follows: 8 
Interest on-$106;112 OF; on ee :BT,427:84 

- Balance’ of interest in the State: Treasury AstJanue oy 
ary; 18540005 0 Poo wer cel ll 2956 10 | 

- Receipts for students fees, (estimated,) <goiy 0. 1,000.00: | 
Payments on-sale ‘of lots, university addition, (esti, 

mated,): 8 Sie 1 i ee B00 C0, 
Interest: on sales of: university lands for presentiyear,} 100 ey. 

in. advance; (probably,) ED te ta gy 4,000 :00. 

tog Total, ee ee ‘12,883 90 | | 
From which deduet interest onloans:.- = 2150.00 

"Leaving a balance applicable ‘for ‘the support:of the ..- | 
institution for the current year,of ©. § 0. 0) e005 - 10,733. 90 

The very decided improvement in the finances’ ‘of the uhiversi- 
ty, above set forth, justifies the board in proceeding to an equally 
decided enlargement of its means of instruction. They have, ace 
cordingly, at their present meeting (Feb; 24,) filled the chair of — 
Cheniistry and Natural History, by the appointment of Professor 
S. P. Laruror, M. D. to the charge of that important department 
of instruction. _ rs Sgt 

In making this appointment the board, while providing..for the » regular class instruction of the institution, belieye.that.their ac- - 
tion will be found to have subserved the agricultural - Interest of” 
the State; and to have brought the university into an intimate and 
useful connection with the geological survey of the state,nowin , progress, by the annual instruction of classes ini agricultural chem- 
istry, and ‘by- chemical analysis - of ‘specimens: furnished bythe — 
State. Geologist.’ Peg Bey od eae 

_ With a view to the filling of the ¢hair of « Mental Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric and English Literature, ” at'the beginning of the | next Collegiate year, provided the finances of the institution will



pérmit, ‘a corresponding committee has been appointed, ‘to obtain 
| ‘testimonials and make report to the board at their meeting in July: 
.  Tn'addition to the regular duties of’ the Ehglish department; itis 

intended that the chair shall render'normal instruction annually 
to teaches’ classes, ‘and this bring the: tiniversity into more closé 
connection with the systém of popular edubation for’ thé Btate 
than: had been, ‘possible under the ‘limited means, and the’ donse- 
quent defective institutional foree of the tinivérsity’ hitherto.’ (- 
In order to provide root for these ad ditional departments, ‘and 

for the increased patronage of ‘the institution, which'may be fairty 
presumed, the board deem! it néedful'to proceed to the ‘erection, 

_ during the coming stimmer, of ‘thé: second dormitory building on 
-  the:foundation already laid: “With'this view, the board would re- 
_ spectfully -ask’ of the legislattire, authority to borrow from'thé 

commissioners of school and wiiversity lands, ‘$1 5!000, from the 
capital fund of the university, to be: applied’ to'the erection of said 
building. rth prs bas Qe Bethe 

| The board tnight doubtless: ‘raise the money from other sources | 
by pledge of their corporate ‘property, but not on equally favora- 
ble terms as to.time and rate of interest. As the loan asked for 
will be a perfectly. safe investment of so much of the university _ fund, it is to be-hoped that they will be obliged to look no further 

_ for the means of completing the building in question. 
It is the intention of, the, board, as soon as the second edifice 

shall have been completed, to-establish a sinking fund for the pay- 
ment of the debts; and it is their belief that no further building 

_. will be required before the whole indebtedness shall have been 
_ discharged, and the institution be in the possession and enjoyment 

- of a clear productive fund of at least $200,000. 7 
. For the purpose of opening in asuitable manner the depart- 

ment of Chemistry and Natural History, and the more efficient 
administration of the philosophical department, the board have 

- made the necessary appropriations for chemical and philosophical 
_ apparatus. Provision has also been made for the enlargement of 

the library and the cabinet. 
‘ | 2 Ei
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The latter is constantly increasing from private contributions, 

and more largely by the deposits of the state geologist: -Itis;the. 
purpose of the, hoard.to remove this collection to. more, spacious 

and appropriate,.apartment in.the new edifice. on its. completion, 

in which also provision. will, be made for the laboratory and:collec- 

tions in the different,,branches,of Natural History; 0 
_ For the better understanding of, the condition of the Universi- 

ty, its prospects and its. wants, the board have.caused to be append- 

ed to this report the communication of the Chancellor, the reports 

ef the committees, and other relevant papers, is 

 Inconclusion, the board: take, occasion to. commend the Univer, 

sity to the. fostering, care of the legislature, and to the confidence — 

of their fellow citizens; and to. renew the assurance of' their fixed 

-determination.to use their best endeavors to. render the institution — | 

worthy of general patronage | and, support, and..tributary to the 

cause of sound learning in the commonwealth, © i. : 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

LATHROP, oo 

BO 0 BR WAKELEY, — pe 

Co A AL WRIGHT, 
tee ALEXANDER T. GRAY, 

' | Se DD. RUGGLES, co a 

re ~ '  *, ABBOTT, _ Oo | 
PL ATWOOD, | 

ee NOW, DEAN, 
ALONZO WING, 

SEERA BARBER. | - 

- * - . , ’
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To the! Regents’ of the ‘Universtty ue Seg ee oe tarps h 

_—— “Seetfoi' 2d “ofthe by-laws provides fat’ “the Chaticéllo: shall!’ 
from'time t0 fine,” give to the board information ‘of' the staté of 

_ the University, and récommiend 60 theif consideration sich meds- 

“hwo years have elapsed since the dpening of ‘the édifide for the 
reception’ of students, ‘and thé whole number Who have received! 
instruction, during that period, has ‘amounted to hinefysix. “Of 
these, twenty-nine have been’ connectéd with ‘the college “classes, 

_ Several mote’ have been fitted for the Freshman’ Glass, who'havé 
«not yet connected themsélves with it. The avenues to profitable’ 
employment, which lié’open in all directions ta ou‘ young ahd 

_ growing state, allure “the student, before’ the tardy’ processes of 
education are completed, aiid in many cases before they are fairly 
éntered’ on, in to the dctive purstlits of business life.” ~~ 9 
" Ta'Ymmon with all collegiate “institutions in thé tiew'states, it 
has-been necessary: for the University to create ity dwn materlal’;’ 

- to educate the youthful mind’ up ‘to a just appreciation of Kbordl 
intellectual culture} before'the college classes ¢ould be formed. 

_ Accordingly, the first, step in the inception of the University, 
was to establish a préparatory department'and~placé it under‘the =» 
able supervision'of the Professor of mathematies. From this sééd‘' 
after ‘a necessary period’ of nursery culture by the Professor and’ | 
thé members ‘who havé'froin time to'timeé been added to the facul: 
ty,’ the’ insti tution has “matured into’ the college form, in Which, 

_ this'year for the first time) the four college classes‘aré represented.
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Besides the college classes, the preparatory department is, of 
necessity, in the general absence of academic institutions, to be 
kept in vigorous action, as a feeder to the college proper, andasa 
model and a standard to the academies hereafter to be formed as __ 
a part of. the system of public instruction for the state. 

A third'portion of the istndents corisists of ‘thaga wh§ enter the 
institution with a view to the pursuit of select portions of the ~ 

course of study. These proseeute-their studies in connexion with 

the regular classes, and enjoy all the advantages of university in- 

struction, by lecture, by the use of library, apparatus, and.qther 

means of culture, ‘The course of study for the regular classes has 
been so adjusted. that students, pursuing the scientific and Pnglish, 
branches will_find no diffionlty in, making such selections, as, will. 
enable them to fill up their time in the most. profitable manner. 
It is, proper that a.State University should open its doors to this 
portion of the youth of. the state, and inyite them, tosharé in the 
advantages ofits class instructions... Dt eo ue thabee sat 

‘Teis common experienco that the labor of raising new instita- 
. tions,of the highest grade in. the, newly settled portions of the 

country, is begun and. continued under great, disadvantages. — 
There is not the same general appreciation of liberal culture in the 
new country as in the old, nor the same demand for jts services. 
There is not a like ability and disposition to send from home for 
the purposes of. education; .and again, when this ability and dis- 
position are really felt, in families which have been most, suecess- 
ful in the accumulation of wealth, the tendency is very stro ng to 
bestow patronage on the older institutions of the older states, with — 

whose established reputation we have. been familiar from. our: ear- 

Jt ig not, to be. coneedled that. an. institution of learning gains 
nothing in public appreciation and patronage: from, the mere fact 
of its connexion with the state. Indeed it is to be conceded that 

a, provailing distrust of the wisdom and eonsistency.of the admin. 
istration, of colleges supported by and under the immediate.con, 
trol.of the state, tends, to incline patronage, into other channels, —
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| where more.stable counsels and a more. steadily progressive policy 
is. supposed to he, secured through the. medium. .of :close. corpora- 
tions... The:rivalry of denominational eolleges.tends4o foster and = 
keep alive this distrust of. state institutions; and it: is the misfor- 

_ tune of our-own, university to. have. begun: its organization at. so 
late a day; that denominational. institutions had -pre;oequpied: the 
ground.and secured the good will of. the older,and: wealthien , por- 

- tions.of the state. lec bP 

This distrust’ of State: Universities. may have been justified to 
-some,extent by, antecedent experiences ibut it is destined. certain- 

ly,to! give way ‘before juster, views'of the ‘duty ‘and ability of the 
eiyil ‘state to make, its own: institutions ‘of learning of the highest 

grad¢ more, comprehensive. and liberal, than those founded on pri- 
vate and denominational bounty...) 

It has already been demonstrated that primary. education is bet- | 

ter provided for, through a civil department of. public instruction, 
| than through.the -instrumentality of parochial or private schools. 

“The free academy; too, is.taking ‘rank oftinstitutions of its own 
class,’ by its'moré complete appointments,’ and its better adaptation 

to.the other portions of. the school system.’ So the University: of 
| Virginia, supported. by annual .appropriations out of the state, 

treasury, by its eminent success, is. furnishing conclusive evidence, 

) that a ‘well endowed state university may take.g similar. position 

| among kindred seats:of learning. .The University of ; Michigan is. 
contributing its testirhony tothe same point:...-.., 2 

| "So:.the: University of: Wisconsin’ must Araw to. itself a large 
| share of the patronage of the state, not. by relying on its state. 

connexion solely, but by furnishing more largely the-.means-of a 

finished education to the young mind of the community; and: by: 

; a closé adaptation of ‘its form! and character, to the residue of ‘the 
system of public instruction, © 

+ Th order to the’ aecéimplishment. of ‘these important, objects, the 

following 'topies ‘present. themselves. forthe congideration of the. 
boawde ethene hb ge pt tome 

~ fl: The'election of; a Professor of “ Chemistry and Natural His.
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 tory,”! with ‘a ‘suitable provision for the suppért of thé department! = 
- Of ‘the’ six departments of iristruétion marked out by'the board; 
in théir ordihance ‘setting forth’ the'-plan’of organization -for the = 
State University,'the chair of “Ethics, Civil Polity and’ Political! 
Eeorlomy” is! oaeupied” bythe ‘Charicellor;’ the. chair'of Mathe: 
maties aiid Natural'Philosophy by' Professor Jou Wi Semrume; 
and the chair‘of Aneient Languages and Literattire by Professor. _ 
O. M. Conover. The three chairs remaining vacant are those of 

“ Chemisty and Natural History”; of “Mental Philosophy, Hegic, 
Rhetoric: atid “English ‘literature’; and! of “Modern Languages’ 
and Literature.” ‘THe ‘dutiés ‘of the two latter professorships:havel | 
thus:far fallen, 46 an‘additional' burden upon the professors above 
mentioned;-and upon ‘oui tutor, Mr. 8. H. Carrenter, and have,. 
as a matter of course, as extra professional duties,: been but ‘im: : 

perfectly performed 58 
“The duties of the Chemical: chair, lying’ more distinctly -with- | 

eut therangé of the other departments, cannot be thrown upon. thé: 
 présent instructional ‘force of the institution. ° They: cannot begin’ 
to be performed, unless the chair be filled by a skilled incumbent, 
and-provision'be made forthe needful apparatus and the éxpenses’ : 

of ‘the departinent.. Good faith to the young men:-who are now: iit | | 
their last year, and-have continued with ‘us, thus far, under the as- | 

surance of a full course of collegiate instruction, calls for the or-' | 
ganization of the department and.a course of Chemical instruction: | 
next term. It cannot: -be- expected - that college ‘classes will be: — 

kept up, unléss full provision is made for their instruction; and‘if 
thé instructional force inthe State University is defective, young. 
rien’ will very naturally, and very properly seek better appointed: ) 

The law providing fora geological ‘survey of :the State, directs: | 
that the specimens collected from the exploration shall be deposit- 
ed in the-State University... In-order to realize the very valuable _ 
objects of: the survey, an extensive and critical. chemical analysis! ; 

of the specimens thus furnished, will be required. . For this.addi-- 
- tional'tedson, it‘is manifestly important ‘that the chair of chemis-
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try in the University should be ably filled, and that the laboratory: 
. should be amply provided with apparatus needful’ to the accotrr-. 

plishment of this work for the state; for which suitable provision. 
will-doubtless be miade from the public treasury. ae 

In their third annual ‘report, the board stated, at length, their 
views of the importance of attaching to the university a ‘depart-. 

nient of “The Applications of Science to Agriculture and the: Use-- 
ful Arts.’ The 'plan, as there sét forth, could not, in justiceto the - 
other departments; be realized without'a considerable addition ‘to- 

the capital fund of the institution. But in connexion with the ‘dé-. 
partment of chemistry and natural history, provision might be - 
made for the issue of an agricultural paper, and for class instiuc-- 
tions in agricultural chemistry, at moderate fees from those: in: at-- 
tendance, who might not be meribers in full of the institutior, 
“Tt is quite manifest that it is essential to the interests and credit 
of the university, as well as to the cause of sound practical science 
in the state, that this department should be in the hands of a man 
of distinguished ability. Accorditigly the board; at their last: 
meeting, elected temporarily to the chair of Cheniistry and Natu-. 
ral History, Prof.'E. 8. Carr, ‘M. D., late of Castleton Medical: | 
College, in-Vermont.. This gentleman, with an earnest desire to- 
establish himself at the west, and particularly in our capital, had 
made-voluntary application for the chair, and forwarded testimo-. 

_ nials-of the very highest order. Since his election, he has been 
transferred to the chair of chemistry and pharmacy in the Univer- 
‘sity-of Albany, and-has:declined the invitation of this board.’ In: 
his final: letter, he says: “It would have ‘been gratifying to me, 
had the income of the chair of Chemistry and’ Natural History , 

_  -and their application to the useful. arts, ‘been sufficient to enable 
“me, in.case ‘ofan’ appointment, to remove at once to Madison, and. 
open a. working laboratory in connexion with the University, for- 
-chemical/analyses, ‘and ‘for giving” students practical’ instruction, 

-such.as they now receive'at Harvard and Yale.” 0 3, 
: It is quite obvious that the maximum salary of a Professor in. 

-our university, $1000 per annum, as. settled by the board, (vide: 
8 ;
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second annual report,) will not secure to this chair,the desired 

usefulness and distinction. It is perhaps worthy of consideration, 
whether the end in view may not be attained. by connecting the 
emoluments of the chair with those of the geological survey, and 
with the agricultural instruction of the young men of the state: 
2d. It is essential to the success and the credit of the Universi- - 

ty, that the chair of “Mental Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric, and 
English Literature,” should be well filled, at an early day... I 

place this second in order of time, because the duties ofthis chair 
xmay be performed, to some extent, though imperfectly, by. profes- 
‘sors of other departments; while those of the.chair of chemistry 

| must remain unattempted, without a professor and a well appoint- 

ed laboratory. Were the English department well filled, a por- | 

ion of its instructions might, without detriment to the college : 

classes, be adapted to the instruction of teachers of district schools, 

supplying, to some extent, the want of normal instruction. for the 

state. Bs, ae 
The duties of the chair of Modern Languages can be better 

provided for by the existing faculty ; and I would not recommend 

any appointment ‘for this department, at, present. oo ke 

8d. Asa matter of financial necessity, the salaries paid to the 

Professors of Mathematics, and’of Ancient Languages, have hith . 
-erto been less than the maximum, $1000. As that necessity 0 

longer exists, I would récommend: the subject to the further con- 

gideration of the boards = ts 

Ath, The erection’ of the second dormitory building on the 

foundation already laid, is called for by the «exigencies: of the in- 

stitution, and will become more indispensible after filling the two 

-ghairs, as recommended, and providing for agricultural and teach- 

ers. classes. ‘The completion of the building will cost about $15,- 

000: After this outlay, no additional building should,: in my 

judgment, be erected to burden the existing university fund. The - 

completion of the.entire plan ‘should -be provided for, if'at. all, 

from other resources.” $e 
Sth. The division of the scholastic year into terms has beemva-



- yious.in. literary institutions. In the English Universities there 

gre four termsin the year. In the. institutions of New York and 

New England there are three ; in the sonth generally. two, in- some 

- gases one. Our practice, under the by-laws, has been to divide 
- the year into two terms of twenty weeks, The subject. has.en- 

gaged the attention of the faculty for some time past. «- Experience | 

_ has'satisfied them that there is more study. secured, and legs time | 

lost, under the three term. system. They have found that after 

three months’ study the residue of the twenty: wecks is less profita- 

bly employed, and frequent absence deranges the-class relations | 
-. of students. ..I-would, therefore, under advice of the faculty, re- 

commend an alteration of the by-laws touching this subj ect, to. 

the following effect: = a 

- That the scholastic year be divided into three terms:of thirteen. 

- weeks each. So dep pe ae eo a Te | | 

_ That the first term, commence on the third Wednesday of..Sep- 

tember; the second on. the first Wednesday of January; and the 7 

third on the fourth. Wednesday of; April.) gba ) 

. This arrangement | will bring the Christmas holidays into vaca-. | 

tion, and the, Commencement anniversary, as now, on the fourth. 
Wednesday of July. Be 
. Simultaneously with this change, a new adjustment of fees for 

tuition and room. rent will be required ; and ‘it appears to me to 

be expedient that this adjustment should embody.a ‘sensible re- 
duction of their amount. I would recommend that the tuition fee 

be notover five dollars per term of thirteen weeks; and the rent, . 
for room, (including heat,) not over three; and that no contingent, 
fee be charged. . This arrangement would work a-reduction of the. 
entire college charges from $32 per annum to $24; and for tuition 
guly, from $20 to $15;.and would bear favorably on the patron- 

age of the institution. The valuable custom of payment in ad~ : 
 -Yance would be felt to be. less burdensome, and could, be strictly. 

enforced, a bo Cha Rie Te, a eel 

6th, In connexion with: this subject, I would recommend that, 
one free. scholarship. be established for.each county inthe state,
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the beneficiary in each case to be selected by the executive com-. _ 
mittee from the nominees of the town superintendents of common. 

‘schools. A power of this’kind, ‘might, I am satisfied, be so ad- 
ministered as to prove a mutual Henefit to the University, and’ to 

worthy young men of limited means inthe State.” 

th: The library: has continued to receive additions from the 

| attention and liberality ‘of Senators Dopex ‘and Waker, and of 
the representative from this district, Hon. B.-C. Eastwan. A large 
donation of congressidnal documents, of an earlier date than any 
in the library hitherto, has been received from Hon. T, T. Wurr- 
LEsEY, of the State Senate. Some additions of value have'been — 
made bythe trade; among others, by’ Arnwory'& Wuson, of Mil- 

waukee, and D.S. Durrim, of Madison. Besides’ the purchase.of 

one of two ‘books, and authorizing a subscription for the “Western 

Journal,” an exceedingly valuable monthly, published at St. Louis, . 
| no draft has been made on the treasury of the University during 

the past year, for the increase of: the library.’ Ee Te 

8th. At a former meeting of the board, the exedutive commit-— 
tee was empowered to procure a limited amount‘of appdratus for 
the philosophical department. For eéconontical: reasons, the exe- 

cution of the power has been hitherto deferred. ':As the reasons 
have in a great degireé ceased, I would recommend: that measures 
be taken to’ put:'the Philosophi¢al’ department: on'a ‘respectable _ 
footing, during the présdtit years 0 a 

9th. The enlargement of the: Cabinet, not only by individual. 
contributions which continiue'to' be made, but mainly by the large’ 
déposites accruing from the geological: survey of the state, ‘has al-! 

ready made‘it necessary to extend the shélving and. other fixtures,: 
for the “accommodation: of specimens.'- The continuance of ‘the 
sanie causes will soon call for a larger room; which it‘is hoped will 
be supplied by: the‘ erection of ‘the second dormitory building, : ‘In: 
connexion with the’ geological survey of the state,‘and fixing-the 
classification of rocks, a complete suite of the New York fossils: 

ig indispensible’to the ‘valué’of the’cabinety I present; hérewith, 
a comiivni¢ation from Mr. Latwam, ‘advising :ud of a:souree from:
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which thesé specimens may he obtained, cothplete, and on‘ reason- 

_ The importance of liberal and “ahnual appropriations for the 
purchase of books, apparatus, and specimens in mineralogy and 
other branches of Natural History, is too obvious to need remark 
and so soon asthe income of the fund shall be adequate to the 
payment “of curretit expenditures, I would recommend that the — 
receipts from tuition fees, at least, should be devoted to the aceu- 
mulation of mearis' of instruction of this class. 9 | 

10th. At one of ‘the earliér meetings of the board, an otder was 
made to procure a seal: with suitable device, ‘to be adopted, if wp: 
proved by the board, for its permanent corporate use.’ The sub- 

_ ject has received as early attention ag seemed to bé'advisable, and 
-teport will bé made at'this meeting: = 

- 11th. As annual commencéments will hereafter be holden, and 
degrees will be conferred, provision should-be made for procuring 

_ an engraved diploma plate for the use of the graduates. ‘The cost 
_ of a suitable copper plate will not be less thai $100, and may 

_ amountto $150.0 Es 
_* "12th. Ata former meeting, the executive ‘committee were a> 

thorized to procure’ a bell of proper weight and tone, forthe use __ 
_ of the University. The bell is needed as a miatter of daily eon- | 
-venience, and conducive to the order of ‘the institution, and it is 

_ desirable that the power should be’ executed without further de- 
“ay. Should the committee need additional instructions, I. would 

_ €oratmend the matter to the attention of the board at the present 
meeting. Ce o - _ Eo. - moe a ae - : a 

' 18th. Provision should be made, at an early day, for the separ- 
ate accommodation of the preparatory department. The studies - 
of that department: are, English Grammar, Geography, Arithme- 

_ tic, Algebra to quadratic equations, and the elements of the Latin 
and Greek languages. The younger students in these branches | 

_ should study in the presence of the tutor, and“ be subject to ordi- 
. Hary school discipline, © 

- Whenever an académic or union school’shall be established in
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Madison, the plan may be made to embrace, among its other de- 

partments, a preparatory scHool, under proper relations to the 

university as to support and discipline. Oo 

- Should there be any obstacle to such a connexion, it. may be 

advisable to provide a room‘ on or: near the college grounds, for 

this use. _ Bc a 

I present the subject to the board for their consideration, witha — 

- yiew to specific action at some future meeting, not distant. 

These several topics to which I would respectfully invite the 

specific attention of the board, concern, directly or indirectly, the 

undergraduate department of “Science, Literature, and Arts”— 

which department , constitutes the central idea in the conception 

of the American University, around which it has been customary 

to arrange the professional schools of law, medicine, and theolo- 

gy, to which may now be added those of. professional instruction 

in the art of teaching, and in the philosophy. of agriculture and 

the usefularts. = tt ee oo 

- The capital fund of the institution, after the entire sale of the 

university lands comprised in the original grant, will amount to 

$175,000, which sum will be raised to about $200,000 by the in- 

crease of value of the fifty acres, included within the college en- 

closure. The income of this fund, were it relieved from the bur- | 

den of erecting the necessary buildings, would be sufficient to 

place the college department on arespectable footing, and to make 

some provision for normal and agricultural instruction; but not 

enough to relieve the lectureships of law and medicine, from the 

necessity of deriving their support wholly from fees. 

_ The practical problem to be worked out, then, on this ground, 

is mainly to establish and maintain, on an ample scale, a school of 

liberal education, to surmount and crown. the system of public in- 

struction for the state. Our educational system contemplates, 1, 

| the neighborhood or district school, for primary instruction in pre- 

paration for the academy ; 2. the town, academy or union scho / | 

where, without leaving the paternal roof, the youth may be pre- _ 

pared for the University; 3. the University, a state institution of ©
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learning of the highest grade, where students who have passed 

creditably through the school and the academy, may pursue either 

a full ora partial course of liberal study, in the entire enjoyment 

of all and. every means of culture, which appertain to the best | 

appointed institutions of the land. 

_ The constitution of the staté provides that its school and its 

acaiemy: shall be free; and thesame principle would provide that 

the state university should open its doors to thpse who are prepared 

to pass the entrance examination, and should extend its instruc 

tions to the pupil, without money and without price. 

But the freedom of the district school is not expected to be se- 

~ cured from the income of the school fund alone ; neither should 

the freedom of the University be based solely on the annual reve- 

nue of the. university fund. The district builds its own school ~ 

house, and makes up the insufficiency of its annual apportionment 

of school moneys. So the township, will be expected to build its 

union academy, and to contribute all that.may be necessary in | 

aid of the public fund for its annual support. In order that the 

state university should be in like manner a free school, the analo- 

gy would obviously require that the state, as the University dis- 

trict, should furnish the buildings from its own proper means, and 

make up by annual appropriations any insufficiency of the uni- | 

versity fund to meet the disbursements necessary to carry on an 

institution of learning of the highest grade, without charge to the 

student. | | hae ne 

“Were the university furnished with suitable buildings, and in 

possession of a clear productive fund. amounting to $200,000, it 

might be sustained on its own resources, -on a scale worthy of its 

name, without taxing further the student or the state. But until 

the above condition can be substantially arrived at, the éntire abo- 

lition of tuition fees would, in my judgment, be premature. = 

Should the second dormitory building be erected on faith of the 
income of the existing fund alone, the debt of the institution 

mainly for buildings and grounds, will. be increased to $45,000. 

In case no other means be provided by public‘or private bounty
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for the liquidation of this debt, a sinking fund should be estab- — 
lished. sufficient to pay off the incumbrance within a limited vium-: 
ber of years; an‘l the same financial policy should : be pursued 
until the clear productive fund might rise to $200,000.. During 
this interval, the residue of the annual income of the fund would | 
be sufficient to support the institution, though on a somewhat lim- 
ited scale ; leaving the gradual increase of library, apparatus, and: 
cabinet, to depend on the amount of students’ fees, yearby year. 

I need not say that it would be greatly gratifying to the friends 
of sound learning in Wisconsin, could the present endowment. of 
the University be relieved from the burden of providing the build- 
ings and grounds, and the debt contracted therefor be liquidated 
from other resources. Such a ‘condition would enable the board, | 

“ at'an early day, to make the University of Wisconsin, by its well 
filled chairs of instruction, by its ample library, apparatus, and 
other appointments, a favorite gathering point for the scholars. of 
the great west. Considering the liberal policy which at present 
governs the administration of our national domain, I cannot but 
hope that an additional share of the public bounty may still be 
secured to the institution, whose beginnings we are shaping and , 
whose destiny is to some extent in our hands. - - : - 

That the future history of the institution will have occasion to: — 
record instances of private munificence in the founding of profes: 
sorships, and enlarging, in other ways, the means of instruction, : 
may be safely. presumed. Such valuable attentions, however, 
usually await the maturer age of literary institutions, and an ad-; 
vanced. stage of society. _ It gives me. pleasure, however, to be: 
able now to present to the. board a proposition. from :some of our 

_ Norwegian fellow citizens, to ‘extend. their aid in the endowment: | 
of aprofessorship. of the Scandinavian Language and Literature: 
in the University. The proposition commends itself to the favor- 
-able consideration of the board, and will, I trust, result. in-an ar- 
rangement which will be mutually acceptable to the parties.. The. 
Aetails of the plan for the organization of the department, might
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possibly be such as to obviate the necessity of any further provis- : 

ion for the chair of modern languages. | | | 

In making the above recommendations, gentlemen of the board, 

Lam‘actuated by the very natural desire to obviate the difficulties 7 

~ and embarrassments under which we have labored hitherto, and — 

to place the institution on a respectable footingby more ample ac- 

- commodations, and by an enlarged instructional force, worthy of | 

its name and character as a State University. The favorable con- | 

dition of the finances as presented by the treasurer, will, it is 

hoped, remove every obstacle which has, up to this time, stood in 

the ‘way of these desired ends. Under an incomplete organiza- 

tion, the institution has struggled up, from the condition of a pre- 

paratory school, to; the college form and character.. It-is sound 

_ ifediscipline, and in scholarship, and now needs but.'the ampler ® 

- appointments which seem to. lie within the scope ofits present 

means, to enable it to meet public expectation and do--its: duty to. 
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_ REPORT OF THE: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. : ° 

ot Uaversrryor “Wisconsny, )-. a, Sauntiary, 18, 1854, Po 
_ Lo. the Board of Leegents ee os ol | 

In compliance with Article'10 of the By-Laws,. the Executive 
© Committee have held stated meet'ngs on the first Monday of each’ 

month, when practicable, and at other times when‘the accumu: _ 
lation of busindss required it. At these ‘meetings, claims on.the 
treasury of the Institution have been audited, and if approved, 
warrants have been issued as provided in the By-Laws. The ac- — 
counts thus approved are on file in the office of the Secretary. 

The Committee have not yet executed the power conferred on 
them.at a former meeting of the Board, to procure a bell for the 
use of the University. In addition to the cost of the bell,some _ 
expenditure will be incurred, in providing for its suitable location 
on the building. The subject is reported for the further action of 

_ the Board, should any be deemed necessary for the guidance of | 
the Committee in the premises. __ . | | , 
' At a former meeting of the Board,' the Committee was empow- 
ered to purchase a limited amount of apparatus for the use of the 
department of Natural Philosophy. This power has remained 
unexecuted up to this time, for reasons deemed satisfactory by the 
Committee. It is obvious, however, that the time has arrived 
when the department should be put upon a respectable footing in 
this behalf, and that. adequate provision should be made for the _ 
annual increase of philosophical and astronomical apparatus. — 
The resources of the Institution, from this time onward, will be
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amply sufficient to supply the “customary aids of instruction in | | 

| this and the other departments of the Natural and Physical 

sciences. | | 

The action of the Committee, from time to time, for the benefit 

of the Institution, will be set forth in detail in their ‘separate re- 

cord, of which they herewith make profert. — 

All of which is respectfully submitted. | 

| J. H. LATHROP, 
N. W. DEAN, Committee. | 

CHAUNCEY ABBOTT, | 
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» REPORT OF THE, BUILDING COMMITTEE... .. 

| | _ Unrversrry or Wisconsn, 
a January 18, 1854. 

Lo the Board of Liegents : | — | | 
In accordance with the 11th section of the By-Laws, the Build- 

ing Committee respectfully report : | 7 BS 
That all ‘needful care has been exercised by them, to prevent | 

damage to the edifice now in use and occupation, and torepair 
whatever may have from any cause oceurrec. Cases of wanton 

_ damage to rooms have been rare; and through frequent inspec- _ 
tion and prompt reparation, the premises have been kept in a _ 
satisfactory and presentable condition, | Be | 

The grounds, about fifty acres, are well and permanently en- 
closed, and, under the immediate care of the Janitor, areinthe 
process of constant improvement. | - 

Of the avenue trees, about seven hundred in number, planted . . 
in 1851 and 2, it will be necessary to replace about one-third, 
which have been lost through the unfavorable weather of two suc- | 
cessive seasons. | a 

The foundation of the second dormitory building has been care- 
fully protected from injury, and is in good condition for the erec- 
tion of the superstructure. The completion of this building will 
be needed for the accommodation ‘of the additional departments 
of instruction, which the means of the institution will now justify, | 
and which are indispensible to its credit and usefulness, | | 

The filling of the Chairs of the physical sciences, and of Eng- _
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lish literature, will doubtless enlarge the patronage of the Univer- 
sity, and make enlarged accommodations necessary. __ 

_ An expenditure of $15,000 will be required to complete the 
| building, and the Committee would recommend the resumption of 

the work at an early day. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. | _ | | 
7 By order of the Committee, | 
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To the Board of Regents of the . . a 

University of Wisconsm: | 

The undersigned, treasurer of said board, begs leave to report, 

that sinee the 31st day of December, A. D. 1852, there has been 

recetved into the treasury from various sources, the following sums 

of money, to wit: | | | 

From state treasurer, income of University fund, - 8255 21 

6 tuition bills collected, -— - oe - 923 48 

“© Commissioner’s sale of lots in University addition _ | 

to Madison, . - -— - - - 1342 14 

To which add balance in treasury, Dec. 81, 1852, . - 1124 Q5 

Making total, - = - - - $6645 58 

There has been paid out during the same time, upon the | 

orders of the secretary, thesumof - - - $6364 438 

Leaving a balance in the treasury of - =~ $ 281 15 

Vouchers of each and every item of disbursements are here- 

with submitted for the inspection and final action of the auditing 

committee. | | | 

The resources of the University for the coming year may be 

briefly stated as follows: : 7 | | 

Due from students, - - - - - 120 75 

Income from University fund, after paying interest of 

school loan, - - - - . 5500 00 

For tuition and room rent, - -~ = - 90000 .



¥rom lots sold in university addition, © - 500 00- 
To which add balarce in state treasury, Dec. 31,1853 2956 10 
Interest on probable sales for 1854, - oo. - 1000 00 | 

Making a suimtotalof’ = > -.* - $10,976 85 
_ The above, although perhaps in some respects imperfect, will, | 

it is believed, be found under, rather than over estimated. | 
All of which is respeetfully submitted. _ 

| | | SIMEON MILLIS, a 
| | Treas. Wes. University. 

Madison, Dec. 31, 1853. ee ee .
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-. ., REPORT OF AUDITING..COMMITTEE. 

To the Board of Regents of the Ea 
| | Onwersity of Wisconsin: | 

The undersigned, the auditing committee, would report, that in 
the discharge of the duty devolving on them, they did on the 31st 
day of December, A. D. 1853, compare the warrants issued by 
the secretary of said board, since the date of the last report, with 
the records and papers on file in his office, as vouchers for said war- 
rants, and on such comparison and examination such warrants 
were found to have been duly issued in accordance with the by- 
laws and resolutions of the board, on proper vouchers therefor. : 

They further report that at the same time they examined the © 
account of the Treasurer, for the year A. D. 1853, and compared 

_ the disbursements of said officer with the warrants issued by the 
- Secretary, and found the same fully correct,—said treasurer deliv- 

ering up to said committee warrants paid by him to the amount. 
of $6364 43, which were cancelled by your committee. _ | 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
| —.,s« SOHN H. LATHROP, 

| J.T. CLARK, | 
| | Auditing Committee. 

Madison, Jan. 18,1854. | | . 

. ,
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‘LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 

Hon. J. H. Larsror, LL. D., | | | 

President of Board of Regents: 

Since my last report, Hon. T. T. Whittlesey has, in addition to 

previous liberal donations, presented to the library eighty-two: vol- 

‘ames of valuable public documents. | es 

+ The following volumes have also been received : | 

From A: 8. Barnes & Co., — i ce 

’.  Bartlett’s Analytical Mechanics. Be 

. . “‘Milton’s Paradise Lost, (Boyd’sed.) : 

.. Youth’s Manualof-Geography. So 
From Josiah Forster, | Fe oo, 

+. Journal of J. Woolman.. es re 

- Rules of Discipline, &c., of the Society of Friends. 

- These are the only additions during the year, except afew vol- 

ames of public documents donated by Congress. | - 

The catalogue just completed shows that there are now in the 

library 1003 volumes, of which only 450 are miscellaneous books. 

_ These have all been received by donation. .The number of mis- 

cellaneous books, had they been judiciously selected, would be en- 

| tirely inadequate to the present wants of the University. As it 

is, the library is exceedingly deficient in the right kind of books. 

| ~The undersigned ‘would therefore again respectfully call the at- 

tention of the board to the importance of procuring immediately | 

such books: as:are most needed, and would recommend that a defi- 

nite sum be set apart to be expended yearly in the purchase of 

 ptandard works in the different departments of literature and sci- | 

| 5 |
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REPORT OF CURATOR. | 

To Hon. Jonny H. Larsrop, oo 
Chancellor of the Unwersity. =. 

- Duar Srr:—Most of the additions to the Cabinet during the 
year past, have been made through the agency of the geological — 
survey, and embrace in great variety samples of all .the ‘ores, min- 
erals, and fossils of the south-western counties of the state. The 

collection is extensive and valuable, but for want of time has not 
been properly classified and labelled. A ‘number of boxes of 
specimens deposited at different points for forwarding, have not 
yet been received. : Be 

During an expedition, last season, to the north-western counties — 
of Wisconsin, and a part of Minnesota, I collected a box contain- 

ing numerous specimens, mainly of fossils from the marls, shell- 
limestones, and other deposites of that region, which I have de- 
posited. in the Cabinet.. Iam indebted to Dr. D.-M. Hont, of 

Cincinnati, for a number of fine fossils from, the blue limestone of 

Ohio, which have been placed:in the collection. Thanks are due 
algo to several others for similar favors. => rns 

. These additions have necessitated the building of two new 
¢asés, which answer present purposes; but when’ the specimens 
already collected shall have been received, taken in connection 
with the certainty of a large addition from the survey of the pres- 
ent year, it is apparent that more cases and larger room will be 
indispensable. rs 

_ Alarge number of duplicates have been obtained, which may 
be advantageously used for exchanges, or in aiding the cabinets of 
other colleges and academies within the state. | 

The cabinet of the University is rapidly increasing, as well im



the number as the value of its specimens, and cannot fail of ulti- 
mately becoming a means of great profit to the student as well as 

- tothe public at large. 
: _.I would respectfully suggest the propriety of a small contingent 

appropriation to meet the necessary expenses of freight incurred 
in making exchanges, and for other purposes. 

| Very respectfully yours, . 
| H. A. TENNEY, 

Curator of “Cabinet he. 
Madison, January, 1854. rs SO
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.}° COMMISSIONER'S: REPORT... | 

To the Board of Regents of the st 

Onwersity of Wasconsin: 
The undersigned, commissioner for the sale of lots in the univer- 

sity addition to the village of Madison, would respectfully 

REPORT: | | 

That since the 81st of December 1852, there has been sold in 

said addition, the following lots, to wit: | | 

DATE OF SALE. |. LOT. | BLOCK. | TO WHOM SOLD. | AMT. OF SALE. | AMT, PAID, — 

—“je5n,—C<CSSsti<CSC 2C;O*SYti(<iCSCStéi‘i!W! 
March 19, | Whole. | 13 B.F. Hopkins, t $450 00 $452 22 
April, _ KE. W. Keyes, 

4, | 11-12 | 11 | M.B. Rogers, 125 00 46 19 
June 16, Whole. | 12 E. W. Keyes, 500 00. 250 00 
Nov. 25, | 10 | 11 M. B. Rogers, | 75 00 — 50 00 

Total lots 85 | Total amount, | 1150 00 | | 798 41 

Making the whole number of lots sold twenty-five, and the to- 
tal amount of sales, one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars; 
upon which there has been received the sum of seven hundred 
ninety-eight dollars and forty-one cents, from which amount I 
have deducted five per cent. commission for selling, leaving seven | 
hundred forty dollars and ninety-one cents, which amount has 

| been paid into the treasury of the university. | 
There remains now unsold, in the university addition to the vil- 

lage of Madison ten lots. 7 

| -



‘There has also been payments made upon lots previously sold 
and reported as follows, to wit: 

Oo By L. P. Decker, | $102 62 
“ John Duffee, | 42 62 
“ Joseph Vroman, | | | 17 60 
 #K. OC. Varnell, 35 87 

| * Chas. Foot, _ 83 60 
: “ Patrick Gilluly, | 91 89 

“« J. W. Sterling, 38 91 | 
“ Aophric Daniels, | 33 34 
“ John Catlin, | 41 66 
« Thos. McGlynn, 20 00 

— © James Dowling, | | 19 00 
| “ Michael Haggerty, 50 84 

« J. H. Lathrop, | 15 % 
‘* M. Flanegan, 20 00 

| “ M. Roach, 17 75 
“ Sarah Beaty, ) | 61 00 

| ¢ John Conklin, : 80 00 

‘Total, | | 601 28 
| _ Which has also been paid into the treasury, making the total 

| amount paid into the treasury the present year from the sale of 
_ lots, one thonsand three hundred and forty-two dollars and four- 

a teen cents. , 
: | SIMEON MILIS, 

| | | | | | Commissioner, 
Madison, December 31st. 1854. |
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| . CATALOGUE 

FACULTY AND STUDENTS | 

WISCONSIN: UNIVERSITY. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JULY 27th, 1853.
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os FACULTY | 

, [OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE AND ARTS. 

down H..Larmror, LL.D, | oe | | 
_ Chancellor, and Professor-of Ethics, Civil Polity, and 

| : . Political Economy. . | eee ee 

Jom “W. Srertmva, A. M., a SO | 
| Professor of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and 

Astronomy. ) | 

| O. M. Conover, A. M., 7 | | 
, Professor of Ancient Languages and Literature. 

Professor ot Chemistry and Natural History. | 

| _. Professor of Mental Philosophy, Logic, ‘Rhetoric, and: 

_. | English Literature. — - es a Me 

| S. H. CarrEnTen, A. B,, Tutor. _ a a 

* Now filled by the appointment of Prof. 8. P, Lararop, M. D., of Beloit College,



STUDENTS. 

) JUNIOR CLASS. | , 

NAMES. 7 _ RESIDENCE. °° 

_ Levi Booth, - » - = . - Madison. © 
John H. Lathrop, Jr., - - «= Madison. 
Charles T. Wakeley, 8 - - Whitewater, 2 

| SOPHOMORE CLASS. —s 

Romanzo E. Davis, - - ; - Attica 
Leopold Lathrop, - . = - = ~~ Madison. | 
Francis A. Ogden, . - - Madison. 
John M. Rountree, - - +. = Platteville.
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/ FRESHMAN CLASS, | 

NAMES. | | oo | RESIDENCE. 
Samuel S. Benedict, - - - - Montrose. , . 
Ebenezer V. Bodwell, _ - - _- Deerham, OC. W. 
William Pitt Dewey, - - - + Lancaster. 
William M. Doty, - - : - Janesville 
Charles Fairchild, .- 9 -) - _* Madison. ~ 
James M. Flower, - 7 _o .- Sun Prairie. 
Sidney Foote, - - - - _+ Belvidere, Dl. 
James Hickcox, _ - s - _- Buffalo, N. Y. 
Theodore Hoit, - ss - - Madison, 
Harvey F. Hubbard, : _- _* Manitowoc. | 
Burgess O. Slaughter,. - - _- + Mineral Point. . 
Haydn K. Smith, - 7 - _- .Madison 

- Geo. W. Stoner, = =e _> Madison. — | | 

C. Colden Whitman, . - - - _ Belvidere, I. 

Alvah Whitman, - - - - Windsor. >
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ENGLISH CLASSES. 

_ . [ON SELECT PORTIONS OF THE couRSE.| : 

| NAMES. mt " - RESIDENCE. rae 

Alexarider Anderson, ~ - et . 2 Chicago. eee! 

Nelson M. Boynton, . “e ae, Freeport, Il.» rb 

Byron E. Bushnell, - . 7. -.-Madison.: 0) @ 

Abijah F. Catlin, ~- -. Te -. Cottage Grove.) 

- Walter 8. Chandler, a - - . Milwaukee. Cok 

Benjamin F. Dodson,  - -. -. Madison. 

John L.DuBay, - ~-  ~- 77> Oak Plain, 915» 

Walter S. Green, oe a . _ Milford. *: S25 

Daniel Gale Jewett, «- - -. '. Madison. - 

George H: Marcher, me -.0 Delevan, 1!) 

William McCord, . " - -. Middleton: |. 

Hugh McIndoe, ~ - + = - Wausau. - 

Azor K. Mills, -- ~- 4 +) Wadsworth; 0.. / 

Bernt Tobias Oleson, - - 0 8 t - Norway. ree 

Dempster Ostrander, . oe Waterloo. | 

David F. Salisbury, - - - Greenfield. | 

Thomas Single, . - - - W ausau. 

Edward D. Steele, - - °- - Lodi. © 

William Stuart, - - - — Madison. an 

Clarence Vanderpool, - - - Waterloo.’ 

William H. Wallis, - - - Milwaukee.



0 } 
- PREPARATORY OLASSES. 

| NAMES. | RESIDENCE. Hiram Barber, Jr, 9 = - Juneau. 
Thomas D. Coryell, - . - - Verona. 
Thomas P,Crandon, - «... . - Brantford, O. W. James T. Cromwell, - - - Rutland. — Leonard T. Cromwell, - . _ - «= Rutland. 
James T. Davies, - | oo te Dodgeville. |  Gasherie Decker, - ee - Madison. . Edward B. Guild, - . - - Madison, > _ Richard W. Hubbell, - - - + Milwaukee. . William Irwin, - - - - Madison... Francis V. J ones, - - = Madison. 
Lyman Postle, — - os oe - Greenfield. | William Henry Rice, - . - = Chicago. / _ Edgar A.Sadd,_—- - - . Madison... - | Elisha W. Skinner, =  - Palmyra. | _ Charles B. Seaver, - . oe - Madison. Washington L. Smith, - - = = Madison, 
James R, Swain, -  - 2 = Madison. . Julius R. ‘V. Swain, a - = Madison. . Charles D. Turner, - . - = = Madison. | William F. Vila, 9 - ss - Madison. Charles H. Webb, - se = *- Montrose: . . David H. Wells, oe so oom « Madison.



- COURSE.OF INSTRUCTION, 

| 1. Preparatory Scoot. = SF 

The studies pursued in the Preparatory Department are as fol- 

lows: = | ; DB 
1. English Grammar. oe SO — | oe 

2, Geography. | ee oe 

3. Arithmetic. | _ oe | | . - 

4, Elements of Algebra. | oO , 

5. Latin Grammar. | OS _ 

6. Cxsar’s Commentaries. | re 

4, Virgil’s Aneid, (6 books.) — | ee 

8. Cicero’s Select Orations. Bn 

9. Greek Grammar. | a on 

10. Greek Reader. oe a 

: Attention will also be paid to Reading, Orthography, and Pen- 

manship, ss” . as 

| 9, CornEgiaTe. DEPARTMENT. | ae - 

The College Course-occupies four years, and the studies of the 

course are distributed as follows: — | 

| : | FRESHMAN CLASS. , | 

Roman History—Livy. | 
Frest « Antiquities—Fisk. 
Term. 7 Algebra—Loomis. | 

Greek Historians—Xenophon, Herodotus. © 

Latin Poetry, with Prosody—Horace. | 
Srconp | Geometry—Loomis. 
Truro. 4 Greek Orators—Demosthenes, Lysias. * 

| «  Archeology—Fisk. : :



47 
Exercises throughout the year in. written Translation, Composi- 

| tion and Declamation. a 
- Sopnomorz Chass. 7 _ a : oe 

-°".° { Trigononietty, Logarithms, == 5 | : First | Heights and Distances, Mensuration. Loomis. Timi. Surveying and Leveling with use of instrum’tg a "| Classical or Modern Languages, (French) —optional.: 
~~ <( History, with Geography and Chronology. ~°  .. - 

Analytic Geometry, Conic Sections, Loomis. - | Spherical Trigonometry and Projections, ¢ “OMS. Bnoonp J Rhetoric and Elocution—Whatley. | 
Tory. Philosophy of Language—De Sacy. . - pee | Roman History—Tacitus, a y—+acitus, a | Classical Geography and Chronology—Fisk, 
Exercises thorughout the year, in English and Latin Composi- 

tion, and Elocution. re Do 

| - JUNIOR Crass oo 
. f Mental Peilosophy—Upham. ° 
First Logic—Whateley. om Ss a 

- Term. ) Classical or Modern eRe uaBeS, (German)—optional. 
.. | Caleulus—Mechanical P ilosophy begun. | 

Mechanical Philosophy. ad — | Suconp | Hydrostatics, Pneumatics. Olmstead. 
| Tome Electricity, Magnetismn. 

rR Chemistry with applications, 
—— { Classical languages and Literature. 

Exercises throughout the year, in Composition, Declamation, 
and Forensic Debate. rr ! 

a | _ Suytor Crass, ae | 
 ( Natural Theology—Paley. = | = 

_-, , | Qhristian Evidences—Alexander, | * 
‘Fist Ethics: —Way land. rs Trem. WN Oye | | | oS" 4. Constitutional Law—Duer. re 7 mo | Classical or Modern Languages—optional.
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“.. ¢ Mineralogy, Geolgoy, &e. a 

Snoonp 4 Optics and Astronomy—Olmstead. : eS 

Tore. International Law—Kent. 

: Political Economy—Say. 
| 

Exercices throughout the year, in original Orations, and Foren- 

sic Debote a oy 

Young gentlemen desirous of pursuing select. portions of the 

course will be adinitted to the recitations ond other exercises of 

regular classes, and will be entitled to certificate of the, term of 

metibership and of the studies pursued by them. ‘This provision 

extends the benefits: of university instruction to the teachers of 

the public schools of the State, and those who intend the practice 

of Agriculture and the Arts. — a ee a 

Mote Pah Ts Terms or ADMISSION. oo, 

Candidates for admission to the Freshman class must pass & 

satisfactory examination in all the studies of the preparatory school 

or their equivolents. . | 

Candidates for an advanced standing are also examined in all 

the studies to which the class they propose to enter have attended. 

All applicants must present testimonials of good moral charac- 

ter; and students coming from other colleges a certificatéd of hon- 

orable dismission. _ | oe 
Reorrations, &¢., en 

Each class of the collegiate department attends three recita- 

tions or lectures daily. There are also daily exercises in declama- 

tion and composition. Public examinations and exhibitions are 

held atthe close of each term. re 

 Lirprary Apparatus, &c., 

The Library, which is open to all the students of the university, 

comprises over one thousand volumes, and will receive yearly ad- 

ditions by the purchase of the most valuable standard works. | 

The university is possessed of a valuable. cabinet of minerals; _ 

comprising numerous specimens. Contributions of an interesting 

} character continue to be made by the State Geologist, and from. 

othersources. Sti
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- The institution will soon be furnished with a full suit of Philo- | 

sophical and Chemical apparatus. oO : 

— Tirrerary Socrerres. - 

There are two Literary societies in a flourshing coudition, con- 

' nected with the university. These are valuable auxilaries in the 

mental training of the students. One of them has already a li- 

brary of severalhundred volumes. | | 

- | :  Merrr Ror = | 

A permanent record is kept of the daily attendance, conduct 

and recitation of each student; and information of his standing — 
communicated from time to time to his parent or guardian. | 

Oo _ -- Rerierous Exercises. 

- The students are assembled at prayers daily in the chapel of 
the university, at the morning hour for commencing study and 

recitation. | a 

oe _- Accommopations For STUDENTS. : : 

- The university edifice, in addition to the public rooms for reci- 
totion, Library, Cabinet, &c., affords study and lodging rooms for 
the ample accommodation of students. _ 

With a view to economy as well as the comfort of the occn- 
_ pants, provision is made for heating the building throughout by 

furnaces in the basement. 

By recurring to the report of the board, it will be seen that from 

and after the close of the present year, there will be per annum, _ 

three collegiate terms of thirteen weeks each ; the first commen- 
cing on the third Wednesday of September; the second, on the 
first Wednesday of January; and the third on the fourth Wednes- 

day of April. a | 

| - The commencement Anniversary will be holden on the fourth 

_ Wednesday of July. There will be a graduating class at the com- 
-  mencement, July 1854, » | 

| " |
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The charges for the term of thirteen weeks will be: 

| For tuition, ~ ee ee 85,00 

For room, heat, Janitors services, &c., - 3,00 

- These comprise all the college charges, and are payable in ad- 

vance. Itis provided in the By Laws, that no student shall be 

admitted by the Chancellor, to residence in the buildings or to the 

exercises of any term, till he present a certificate from the Treas- 

urer that the charges for the term have been adjusted. 

The Board of Regents, at their recent meeting, filled the chair 

of Chemistry and Natural History; and will probably proceed to — 

the election of a professor of Mental Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric, 

and English Literature, before the opening of the next collegiate 

year. : . 
’ Through these chairs, provision will be made for agricultural 

and normal instruction. | 

The second dormitory building will soon be in process of erec- 

tion; and the library, calinet, apparatus and other. means of in- 

struction, will, from this time forward be rapidly enlarged. 

It ig the fixed intention of the university authorities, that all the 

means at their command shall be so administered as to aid the 

dilligent and successful student, and to secure to the institution — 

a just public confidence and support.
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| GEOLOGICAL REPORT. | | 

To his Excellency, Luonarp J. Farwst, an 

| | ; | Governor of Wisconsin : | 

I herewith transmit to you the first annual Report upon the | 

Geology of Wisconsin, made in accordance with an act of the 

Legislature, authorizing a geological survey of this State, and with 

the execution of which, I have been entrusted by your Exceilency. | 

The provisions of the bill, under which I act, require that the dis- 

trict known as the “Lead Mines” should be surveyed before com- .. 

mencing any other portion of the State. I have therefore confined 

myself to this district in conducting the survey, and shall continue 

to do so until I have completed its exploration. The great intrin- 

sic importance of the lead mines, and the general misapprehen- 

sion which exists in regard to them, both at home and abroad, de-. 

mand that some authentic and reliable information of their char- 

acter and resources should be laid before the public. — In this re- 

port are embodied such facts and conclusions, bearing upon this 

point, as the brief. researches of the past season have enabled me | 

’ to furnish. They are entirely practical in their character, and 

confined mainly to the economical geology of the district. Inall . : 

the investigations made, my inquiries have been directed to one 

object, viz: To ascertain what useful mineral substances existed 

in the district ; their mode of occurrence ; and the best method of 

- yendering them available in the practical uses of life. Inciden-
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tally, however, many facts of great scientific interest have been 
collected, which will be presented in my final report. A large 
collection of specimens, very fully illustrating the rocks, have 
been collected for the cabinet of the State University. These 
will be increased by constant additions during subsequent seasons, 
furnishing materials for a State collection which, when properly | 
arranged, will be second. in beauty.and interest to none in the 
country. When it is remembered that only about eight months 
intervened between® the date of my commission and that of my 
report, and, that in this brief period,,I have spent six months in 
the field, it will not be surprising if some mistakes occur. I have 
spared no pains to render them as few as possible, and feel confi- 
dent that the leading conclusions of this report will be found cor- 
rect. Upon many points I have refrained from expressing an- 
opinion, until more light is thrown upon them by future investiga- 
tion. Hasty reports have justly fallen under the condemnation of 
practical geologists. To those familiar with the great variety of. 

: researches required for a geological survey, the utter impractica- _ 
bility of hastening the process without lessening the value of the 
‘results, will be evident. The mind cannot furnish safe and ma- 
tured conclusions unless it is given time to elaborate them by pa- __ 
tient investigation. The labors of the study are therefore quite as. 
necessary to.the geologist, a3 those of the field. With the brief’ 
time and limited means at my disposal, it is obvious that the sur- 
vey of a district so large, and containing so many points of interest,. 
must be yet incomplete. I have here presented such matter as 
seemed necessary to be made public, to redeem the lead region 
from the disrepute into which it has fallen, and hasten the devel- . 
opment of its resources. By the labors of the past season, observa- 
tion has been stimulated among those operating in the mines, and ‘* 

: processes have been commenced by which numerous facts will be. 
gathered, relating to many obscufe and difficult problems. Thus,. 
many points, now doubtful, will be settled, and errors arising from - 
hasty deductions will be corrected. As early as possible in the. 
ensuing spring, I shall resume the survey of the lead mines, and.



after completing it, proceed.as soon as possible to other portions 
of the State. , a | 
‘In writing this report, technical terms have generally been 

avoided, but as they are sometimes unavoidable, a glossary of those | 

used has been appended. — | | . a 
_ An appendix upon the Iron mines of Wisconsin will be found at 

_ the close of the report. The explorations upon which it is based _ 
were made before receiving my appointment, at my own expense. 
‘The great importance of calling early attention to this interest has 
induced me to submit a brief statement of its value. | | 

_ The paper upon the scenery of the lead region, by H. A. Trn- 

ney, Esq., contains an excellent general description of the coun- 

try. Mr. Tenney accompanied me during a portion of the season, - 
and rendered valuable assistance. | 

I. A. Lapram, Esq., of Milwaukee, well known for his valuable 
contributions to several departments of science, has kindly volun- 

teered to act as Paleontologist to the survey. His report on the : 
fossils of the State, will be furnished when the collection shall be 
 gifficiently full to furnish data for preparing it. 

Dr. Havers of Boston, Assayer to the State of Massachusetts | 
and one of the most distinguished chemists in America, has been 
employed to make the chemical analysis for the survey. Hisre- 

port upon the Zinc ores of our State, herewith transmitted, con- . 

_ tains matter of great importance. The analysis of other minerals 

is in progress, and will be published as soon as completed. 

_My acknowledgments are due to J. B. Turner, Esq., President 

of the Galena and Mississippi R. R., and Jonn Carzin, Esq., 

President of the Milwaukee and Mississippi R. R., for free pas- 
| sage over their respective roads in the discharge of my official 

duties; also, to Hueu Lex and Cuartes Purrts, Esqs., and Messrs. 

- G@rremar and Vuret, Civil Engineers, for information and assist- 

ance. So numerous are my obligations to the inhabitants of the 

lead region, that I cannot, without an invidious selection or tedious 

enumeration, express them personally. My efforts have been al- 
most universally seconded by the people, and I shall always re-
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| member, with sincere gratitude, the many kind personal attentions 

| received at their hands. | | a 

In concluding this introductory note, let me tender my thanks 
| to your Excellency for the interest which you have taken in the 

| survey, and express my hearty appreciation of your kindness in 

| furnishing every facility in your power for its successful prosecu- 

tion. ) a 

Sincerely hoping that this report may be useful in aiding the 
development of our mineral resources, and advancing the prosperi- 

ty of our State, — | : CO 
I have the honor to subscribe myself = ss 7 

. oe ee . . Your Obedient Serv’t, Lo 

| EDWARD DANIELS, 
an Stare GEOLOGIST.
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a | CHAPTER L 

- The lead region of Wisconsin includes an area of about 3500 

square miles, occupying the south-west corner of the State, and 

including the counties of Grant, Lafayette, Iowa, Green, and the 7 

western portion of Dane. Its approximate boundaries are: the Wis- 

~ eonsin river on the north ; Sugar river on the east; the State line on 

the south ; and the Mississippi on the west. Its extent, from east to 

west, is about seventy miles; and its average width, from north 

+5 south, fifty miles. The surface is generally undulating, but 

_yarely broken except near the large streams. The general altitude 

ig about 600 feet above Lake Michigan. A: few isolated points 

ise above the general level, which have received the appellation 

of mounds. The highest of these is the Blue Mound, situated in . 

the north-east portion of the district, and rising nearly 1200 feet 

above the Mississippi. It is the culminating peak of the great 

. dividing ridge between the waters flowing north into the Wiscon- 

sin, and south into Rock river and the Mississippi. The drainage 

of the district ig very rapid and perfect. It is entirely destitute of | 

Jakes and swamps. Its surplus waters are cartied away by nu- 

merous streams, remarkable for their rapid flow and the purity of | 

their waters. About one-third of the surface is prairie, dotted and | 

belted with beautiful groves and oak-openings. The scenery com- 

pines every element of beauty and grandeur—giving us the sun- 

lit prairie, with its soft swell, waving grass and thousand flowers ;
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_ ‘the sombre depths of primeval forests; and castellated cliffs, rising 
hhundreds of feet, with beetling crags which a Titan might have 
piled for his fortress. Such are the location and prominent physi- 

_ cal characteristics of the country occupied by the lead mines of 
Wisconsin. oe | 

Oo . - | a - | ; - eo



SECTION No. 1. 

Vertical Section showing the succession and relative thickness of the vocks which 
underlie the “Lead Region” of Wisconsin. 
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Section No. 2. 
Horizontal Section across the Lead Mines Srom the Mississippi River opposite Dubuque, to the Blue Mounils, presenting the Up of the rocks, and their relation to the surface. Direction from 8. W. to N. EB 
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GEOLOGY OF THE LEAD MINES. | . 

Under this head I propose briefly to describe the prevailing 

rocks, which underlie the mining district, so far as we have been 

able to ascertain them. The rocks of the globe are divided by ge- 

ologists into two great classes, the stratified and unstratified. | 

Those which are found to have a regular arrangement: in parallel 

layers are called stratified, while those which have no such struc: - 

ture, butare irregular and massive in form are called unstratified. 

_ The rocks of this district all belong to the former class. They are . 

arranged in regular parallel layers of varying thickness, having 

generally a position slightly inclined or horizontal. ‘They consist 

chiefly of limestone and sandstone, with- occasional beds of shale 

and clay. They are arranged one above another in an invariable 

order, so that they always oecupy the same relative position in a — 

-yertical scale. The accompanying sections exhibit the order of 

succession, position, and relative thickness of these rocks, more 

clearly than any verbal description. a So 

‘Section No. 1, exhibits the succession of rocks which would be | 

encountered in sinking a shaft from the highest points of the sur- 

face to the lowest rocks, which have yet been brought within the 

reach of our observation. In descending from the surface we 

shall encounter the following. beds in the ordev here named, as 

shown in the section. a ae oe 

; 1st. Clay, from ten, to sixty feet thick. _ co = 

2d Thin bedded hard white limestone, three hundred feet. __ 

- 8d. Shale, of blue or brown color. 7 _ 

_ Ath. Thick bedded gray limestone, two hundred feet. , 

5th. Thin bedded blue or brown limestone; with layers of shale, 

fifty feet. | a | —_ | 
6th. Yellowish thick bedded limestone twenty five feet. a 

9 | |
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: 7th. Sandstone of various colors, generally light gray or red, 

forty feet. | | 
8th. Limestone witl» intercalations of sandstone. oe : | 

The stratification of these beds is conformable, or very nearly 

so. The whole series have a .south-easterly dip, at the rate of 

about ten feet to the mile, as seen in section No. 2. These beds I 

shall now notice more particularly in a descending order, begin- 
ning with a Oo | Oo 

ae No. 1.—Svurracr Cray. | 

The thickness of the superficial clay is exceedingly variable, but 
outside of the vallies it is rarely less than 8 feet. It attains its 
maximum thickness in the southwestern portion of the district. 

: Near the Sinsinawa Mound, in Jamestown, it assumes the form of 
pipe clay, and presents several distinct beds, with an aggregate 
thickness of 60 feet. From this point heavy beds stretch north- 
ward for nearly forty miles, differing however trom that in James- 
town. At the latter place, and also at Potosi, I found a small | 
fresh water sheli, (Limnea galbana, of Say,) in great abundance 
about twenty feet below the surface. So numerous were they, 
that hundreds were contained in every shovel full of the clay, and 
so tender that they rapidly decomposed when exposed at the sur- 
face. Another class of fossils of great interest are peculiar to 
these clay beds. Lallude to the gigantic bones which have been 
discovered at Fairplay and Potosi. Those found at Fairplay are 
now in the possession of J. Ports, Esq., of Galena. They belong 
to an elephant and mastodon. They are in a very ‘fair state of 
preservation, and will be more fully: described hereafter. Two 
discoveries of this character have been made at Pctosi. Of one 
I could obtain only a verbal account, as the specimens had all been 
destroyed or carried away. In the other case I succeeded, through 
the kindness of Mr. Hurz, upou whose ground the bones were | 
discovered, in obtaining a few small pieces. Among these was a 
iragment of a tooth, which proved the owner of the huge bones 
to have been an elephant. The bones were so far decayed that
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they crumbled to dust as soon as the dirt was removed from them; 

otherwise the entire skeleton of the ‘elephant might have been se- 

cured. I may remark in this connection, that I have received 

from Luruer Irisu, Esq., of Sextonville, Richland county, a. very 
fine elephant’s tooth found at: that. place under similar cireum- ' 

stances. These discoveries are replete with interest, as furnishing 
data from which the past history of our State, at periods immense- 
ly remote, may be constructed. They prove beyond question, 

that the elephant and mastodon once roamed over its hillg and - 

vallies; and that these gigantic quadrupeds found favorite places 

of resort upon the very sites of our now populous towns. © It was 
long, long ago; for the lakes and rivers from which they drank 

are now dry; and the forests amid which they wandered, and upon 

| whose luxurious vegetation their colossal férms were fed, have 
. . disappeared forever. , | oo 

| The origin of this surface clay seems to have been in great meas- 

ure owing to the decomposition of the rocks, which once oceupied 
its place. This is proved from the frequent occurrence in it of 

_ flints and lead ore, which have survived the waste of the rocks.in 

which they were once imbedded. The peculiar character of the 

clays in the western part of the district, however, together with 
the fossils which they contain, indicate that a large fresh water 

lake must have once existed there. A remarkable fact in the su- 

perficial deposits. of this region is the entire absence of the drift 

| so abundantly represented over the north-west generally, by 

. boulders, gravel, sands, and clay. So far as my observation ex- 

tends, not a single boulder or gravel stone can be found over the 

whole district. The surface material bears no evidence of distant 

origin, and unless some of the clays shall be proven diluvial we 

have here no traces of transported drift. "Whatever then may,haye 

been the agency which dispersed the huge masses of rock, frag- 
ments of native copper, beds of sand and gravel,so lavishly over 

the surrounding country, we know, that by some. peculiarity. iof 

‘position the lead .region was above its reach. Widely removed 

_as this cireumstance may seem from practical matters; it has nev-
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ertheless a most important bearing upon the economical value of | 
the district to which it relates. For had it been otherwise the | 

| whole surface would have been covered with loose deposits, often 

of great thickness, burying all indications of ‘the presence of lead 

veins, rendering discovery exceedingly doubtful, and profitable 
mining a practical impossibility. The precise boundary of the 

district thus destitute of drift, is not yet ascertuined. 

o | NumpBer 2. | oe a | 

* Next in the order of geological position are the beds of lime- | 
stone forming the highest points of the surface, capping the mounds 
and table-lands. These have been called the “coraline beds of the 

cliff limestone,” by Mr. Owxn,,on account of the great abundance 
of fossil corals whiéh they contain. The greatest thickness of this 
rock is about 400 feet. Its strata vary much in thickness, but are 

| usually thin. Its color is light gray, texture crystaline, and occa- 
sional layers of flint are disseminated through it, aggregated into _ 

nodules. It has been quarried at Sinsinewa and Platte Mounds, — 

and furnishes an excellent building material. The fossils are very — 
abundant and well preserved, and usually silicious. The most 
common forms are the beautiful chain coral, (catenipora,). the 

pentamerus oblongus, popularly known as a “petrified nut;” and 

the fossil coral, known as “petrified honey comb.” This forma- — 

tion is now represented here by a few outlayers, capping the 

mounds, and extending a thin skirt over the surrounding table 
lands. | Oe a | ae | 

This slight horizontal development, as compared with its great 
thickness, has undoubtedly been caused by the wearing away of 

these beds from a large portion of the surface which they once 

‘ oecupied. oe | | | 
a The amount of erosion that the surface of the district has suf- 

fered, is immense, and may be seen by reference to section No. 2. 

Here the dotted lines, extending from the top of the Blue Mound 

to Sinsinewa, indicate the extent of this formation before it had 

been acted upon'‘by the agencies of waste. The whole space be- |
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| tween these mounds, and below this line, has been worn away by | 

- the action of atmospheric agents and running water. The mounds 

| are merely remnants or outlayers. Their existence may be as- 

signed to two causes. First, greater hardness of texture than the 
| surroundjng rocks, -enabling them longer to resist the destructive 

, action of the elements; Second, an original elevation above the 
general level, making them the centers of drainage from which 

all the streams radiate. This. would relieve them, in some meas-. 
ure, from the erosion of running water, by which the adjacent. | 

levels, less favorably located in this particular, would -be worn 
away around them. The Blue Mounds are capped by.a mass of 
stratified hornstone or flint, nearly 300 feet thick. It contains 

fossils resembling those of the coraline beds. The occurrence of 

: such a mass of silicious matter in this form, is a very striking phe- 

| nomenon. That it must have originated under similar cireum- 

stances to the limestones with which it is associated, is proved by 

the fact that it contains the same fossils, but it is evident that some 

local agency must have been active in forming a deposit’ so -ex-. . 

tensive and anomalous at this point, while it occurs only in small | 

quantities elsewhere. The abundance of fossil] corals found: upon 

these mounds remind us of the scattered fragments about a mod- 

ern coral reef. They prove that these mounds were once the sites 

| of similar operations, where the little coral animals reared their 

stony architecture beneath an ocean whose waters covered the 

whole land. Under this ocean the beds of limestone which I am | 

describing, were slowly formed, partly by the deposition of lime, 

held in solution, and partly by the slow growth of corals and 
shells, whose curious and beautiful forms they contain in such 
abundance. , a : 

oo os Nomsper 3.) . | 

~ Underneath the coraline beds, we find ashale bed. Itis most 

largely developed in the southwest portion of the district, and 

gradually thins out ‘towards the north and east. At Fairplay it 

attains a thickness of about. 12-feet. Its general texture is soft
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and crumbling. Its color is blue, green, and sometimes brown or’ 
yellow. The upper portion of the bed contains circular nodules 
resembling clay stones, and consisting mainly of iron oxide. Cal- 

careous nodules of a lenticular form are also found cemented to- — 

gether in such quantity as to form nearly the whole bulk,of some | 
strata. This part of the formation is generally destitute of fossils. | 
The lower portions, however, are wonderfully rich in petrifactions, 

preserved in the highest perfection. The entire rock is often a mass 

of fossils, with barely enough of some cement to hold them to- : 

gether. These fossils are mainly. shells. Among them we find 
abundantly, plewrotomaria, endoceras, modilopsis, nuculaformis, 
clidopherous-planulatus, nucula-poststriata, lingula, with a few 
trilobites and other fossils unknown. 7 a 

Itis a singular fact, thatall these fossils are exceedingly minute | 

as compared with those of similar types, found in the rocks below. 

The huge chambered shells of the lower limestones, measuring 

often six feet in length and two feet in diameter, are here repre- 

| sented by forms, rarely exceeding four inches in length, and one 

- inchindiameter. The nwcwla of the gray limestone is often two | 

inches in length, while that of the shale is only one-third of an 
inch long. A similar diminution seems to have affected every 

form of life; constituting asit were, a fossil Lilliput, analagous to 

what Hveu Mrixer has described as the “age of dwarfs,” among _ 
the fishes of the old red sandstone. 7 . 

This deposit extends across the Mississippi into Iowa, and south 
into Illinois. It offers to the naturalist a new field of investiga- 

tion, replete with interest and instruction. In this brief notice I 

can barely call attention to the fact of its existence, but hope at | | 

some future time to present a fuller account of it and its wonder- } 

- ful fossils. Ihave called it. for the present the “nucula shale,” 
from the great numbers of this fossil which it contains. 

a |  Noumprr 4, | Be 

Next, succeeds the gray limestone. This is the prevailing -sur- 

face rock of the mines. Its upper beds consist of a very hard |
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_ whitish limestone, with few fossils, the most: common of which ig: 
_ the dingula Lowensis of Mr. Ownn. The black oxide of :mangan-. 

ese often covers the surface of the layers with beautiful markings, 
resembling the delicate branchings of the mosses. These layers: 

_ form whatis called the cap rock to the perpendicular veins of the 
western portion of the mines. The succeeding layers are of a blu-’ 
ish gray color, of a more open texture, and when examined closely | 
are found to consist of minute crystals of carbonate of lime:. This. | 
rock often contains sulphuret of iron, by the decomposition ‘of: 
which it assumes a yellowish cast in weathering, and yields as it: 

~ erumbles, those loose beds resembling sand, and so often mistaken 
for that substance in. the mines. A glass of moderate power de-. 
tects the mistake, and shows the grains of which it consists to be : 
angular crystals of lime. oo a 

The fissures which in the upper layers are represented by mere 
seams, here expand in width often several hundreds of feet, form- 
ing the great caves, for which the region bordering the Mississippi 
is especially noted. These fissures are the great repositories of 
lead ore. They are usually filled with clay and loose materials, | | 
which have washed in from the surface. The layers of this rock 
are from one to four feetthick. N odules of flint arranged in par-. 

_ allel layers, are of frequent occurrence. _ . Be 
The lowest beds of the gray limestone are disposed in thin lay- | 

ers of a chocolate or reddish-brown color, known among miners ‘as 
the “browp rock.” This rock contains great quantities of cale. spar 
or “tiff.’ The entire rock in some cases scemsto have been meta- 
morphosed, being converted into “tiff,” with a residuum of earthy : 
matter. This metamorphic action seems to have occurred only 
in the vicinity of fissures. - 2 EE 

The characteristic fossil is a circular coral, (coscinopora sulcata;) 
popularly called the sun-flower coral, and sometimes taken to bea 
petrified wasp’s test. | | ge — 

| Numorr 5. 7 an oo : 
| The blue limestone Lies immediately below that last described, a
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It consists of soft shales interstratified with very compact limestone. 

It is generally thin bedded, of a blue or brown color when recent- 

ly fractured, and intersected with numerous joints. It is remark- 

able for the frequent alternation of its strata; the vertical thick- 

ness of a few feet often presenting layers widely differing from 

each other in texture. Oo _ | 

The fossils of the blue limestone are very abundant and well 

| preserved. They are mainly shells, corals and crustacea, with 

frequent impressions of fucoids, or sea-weeds, ramifying over the 

surface of its layers. © | : | 

‘The lower layers are thicker and less fossiliferous. They have = 

a smooth conchoidal fracture, a fine, compact texture, and take a. 

very good polish; forming an excellent building stone. The | 

beautiful edifice recenly erected at Platteville for a Seminary, is 

mostly constructed from this stone, obtained from McCorp’s. 

quarry. No flints are found in the. blue limestone.—— _ 

This rock is often intersected by veins of calc. spar, and cavi- 

- ties oceur lined with beautiful crystals of the same substance.— 

This rock covers but a small portion of the surface, having only a 

narrow out-crop along the valleys of the streams. — Its thickness 

varies from 80 to 100 fect. It is thickest in the north-west, near 

the mouth of the Wisconsin, and thins out toward the south and 

ecst, It is undoubtedly the equivalent of the blue limestone so 

abundantly developed at Cincinnati, Ohio; and identical with the 

Trenton limestone of the New York geologists. | | 

| Noumsper 6. 

‘Below the blue limestone, we find a rock differing widely from 

it in texture and general character. Its ordinary color, where 

weathered, is light yellow or buff. It is intersected by large 

fissures, resembling those of the gray limestone. Its fossils are 

generally casts. It weathers with a smooth; even surface. It is 

known as the “quarry rock” at Mineral Point, where it has been 

used in the erection of several buildings. Its usual thickness is 

| about 25 feet, but it thickens gradually towards the east. Believ-
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ing it to be identical with the rock represented by Mr. Locke, in 
a section at Prairie du Chien, and called by him the “buff-colored 
limestone,” I have chosen to retain thatname. | 

Nope 2 7 

Below the buff-colored limestone, sets in a .bed of sandstone, 

from 40 to 100 feet thick. It consists of coarse grains of quartzose 

‘sand, cemented together usually with iron and carbonate of lime. 

‘Tt prevailing color is red, but sometimes it is gray or white; 
darker and: lighter bands frequently occur. The lines of stratifi- _ 

cation are very indistinct, and sometimes no traces of them ap- 

pear. It is divided by vertical fissures into immense blocks. Its 

‘texture varies from the softness of incoherent.sand to the hardness 

of the most solid rock. This sandstone is thickest in the north, 

and thins out towards the south and west. It is exposed in the 
valleys of all the principal streams. At Mineral Point, on the 

- Peckatonica and Blue river near Centerville, and at Pine: Bluff, 

-- between Mineral Point and. Madison, fine out-crops of this forma- 

- tionmaybeseen © 0) a | 

- |  Numper. 8. a ae oo | 

7 Next to this sandstone succeeds another limestone—the lower 

“magnesian limestone of Mr. Owen. This rock is exposed only 

the deepest valleys of the lead district. Its strata vary much both 

- 4n'‘texture and thickness. In its upper part, intercalations of sand- 

| stone occur. The layers are thin, and ofa light gray color. Flint, 
often in angular fragments, sometimes in layers, and occasionally 

in the form of a silicious oolite, abounds. In some cases a con- 

| cretionary structure was observed. This was noticed particularly 

in an exposure of this rock in the valley of the Mississippi, on 

section 8, town 4, range 6, about two miles above Way’s Landing. 

| The concretions are often three feet in diameter, and consist of 

thin concentric layers of a silicio-calcareous matter. They have 

been mistaken for “petrified logs.” These beds exhibit this con- 
ae 3 |
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“eretionary tendency nearly everywhere; though in some ‘cases it 
‘ig shown only by a waved lamination. On 

The lower beds are thicker and more massive, much resembling _ 

the gray limestone. Small cavities, lined with minute crystals of 

- quartz, called druses, are of frequent occurrence, and are peculiar 

_to this formation. Fissures and joints intersect it. Fossils are 

‘rare, and imperfect casts only are found. The precise thickness of 

-the lower magnesian limestone is not known. An exposure of 

180 feet is seen near the month of the Wisconsin river; and a 

-much greater thickness may be measured north of the Blue 

»Mounds. | | | a | 

{have thus given a brief description of the geology of the lead 

region. The rocks, whose prominent characters and stratigraphi- 
cal relations have been described, are the only ones exposed on 
any part of its surface. They are of great horizontal extent, and’ _ 

can be traced over the whole district, and some of them hundreds 
of miles beyond; but they everywhere occupy the same order of | 

superposition represented in the sections given. By an examina- 

tion of these sections, and a careful observation of the out-crops or 

exposures of the rocks, at different points, almost any person inay ~ 
learn to recognize the various beds of rock wherever they occur. 

To a practical miner such knowledge is of the highest importance, _ 

and a valuable acquisition to every individual. I propose now to 

treat of the nature and distribution of ‘those deposits of lead ore 

which have conferred upon these rocks their chief economical im- 

portance. 4 - oo |



CHAPTER TIL 

THE LEAD VEINS OF WISCONSIN. © 

_ In determining the value of a metalliferous district, the: first 
point to: be settled is the mode in which the ores occur. Deposits 

_ of metallic ores are divided into two classes: . First, those which 
| oceur in beds, bunches or veins of limited extent, usually called ) 

_ «otemporaneous deposits. Second, the veins which are defined to 
be “the mineral contents of fissures having ‘indefinite length and 
depth.” The former are local and irregular, with no constancy of 

_ direction, and never extend from one rock to another. The latter, 
on the contrary, extend vertically to great but unknown depths, 

‘and traversing every variety of strata. They may often be traced 
- for many miles in.a horizontal direction, pursuing the same gene- — 

| ral course throughout, and retaining their productiveness, subjeet 
only to transient interruptions. They are enclosed between walls 
of rock, separated from their contained substances by a distinct 

| line of demarkation. - The first class of deposits often give promise | 
of a large yield, but fail when pursued for.a length of time.— 
Millions of dollars have been wasted in prosecuting mining ope- 
rations upon such deposits which seemed to give evidence of ex- 

_ haustless stores of ore. The experience of the past has taught the 
| necessity of great care in the selection of mining ground; and 

while it has proved the.danger of adventures in those isolated and 
limited. deposits, however rich at first, it has equally established 

_ the safety of liberal investments in the exploration of true metallic 
veins. . All mines.of the globe, distinguished of permanent value, 
_belong to.this latter-class: To this class also may be referred 

a most of the deposits of ore in the lead: district of Wis¢éonsin. - They | 
. generally present the characters of true veins, and-are therefore
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to be treated and relied upon as such. This will be evident,ifwe 

examine the general phenomena which they present. = 

BEARING oF THE Leap Mines. | 

The most general direction of the productive veins is east and | 
west. The variation is usually from three to twenty degrees south _ 

of east—sometimes, however, itis north.of east. Local variations 
often occur in the general bearing of the lode, but in most cases, 
if pursued, 1t will be found to resume its original course. Anav- _ 
erage of 128 observations upon lodes having an east and west di- | 

rection, gives 4 mean-variation of eleven degrees from the meridi- | 

amding 
. Another system of veins of less frequent occurrence are termed = 

norths and souths. These vary from true north and south, so that 
the mean of 40 observations is 14 degrees. In many cases these | 

have a direction nearly N. N. E. = Still another class are called 
quarterings. They intersect the easts and wests at an angle of 

about 45 degrees; and-are often known as “ten o’clock ranges.” | 

Besides these, there aré strings and branches apparently flying of | 

‘from: the main ranges, and having every conceivable direttion.— | 
_ «Ina few instances, productive veins (probably by a succession of 

throws) assume a curved or crescent form, and aré hence called 
“horse-shoe ranges.” The’ easts and wests have probably yielded _ 
nine-tenths of all the ore‘raised in the district, and must be regard- — 

ed as the characteristic or principal veins 

OO -Horronran Exrenr or Vers. - 

_.Many of these veins are of great length. ‘Several ofthem have 
been traced three or four miles, pursuing their general course 

‘with such.constancy that, when once struek, the compass'may be , 

-used.to discover their location at a great distance. The “Heath 
Cock range,” in the town of Lindon has-been worked for nearly ‘a 
mile continuously, -and its extent for three miles, ascertained qy 
occasional. shafts, which have - been sunk upon its’ The “ Lotig 
Range,” at Potosi, and-the “ Great Blackleg” in town 1; rangeB 7
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east, have each been worked a mile in length. The’breadth.of the: 
veins varies from a few inches to 50 feet or more, °°). 

fo... Vertican Exrenr or ran Vers. 

The. depth to which the lead veins perptrate 1g altogether the: 
--‘mostimportant feature connected with them ina. practical point . 

of view. _ For obvious reasons, it is also the most difficult.to be:as-;, 
certained—as it can be known only by.following them into the pro- . 
found depths of the earth. .The deepest shafts yet sunk in the. 
lead mines have penetrated only to the depth of 175 feet... Kew,.. 
even reach 100 feet, and mostof the shafts range from 10 to 60.- 

| feet. Shallow as these workings are, they have nevertheless re-. 
vealed many important facts, tending strongly to establish the con- | 
tinuity-of the veins to much greater depths. Every practical mi-. 
ner or owner of mineral lands is deeply interested in having this | 

| question answered, viz: Do the lead veins continue downwards | 

through the succeeding beds of rock, and carry in their lower por- 
tions sufficient ore to justify the increased expense of explora- 
tion? “To answer this question, so far as could be done, has been 
made a leading object in the work of the past season. The gray 
limestone (No. 4, of the sec.) has already been.. mentioned as the 
principal surface rock of the lead district. This is the great lead | 
bearing rock of the mines. It has been supposed by many, that. 
the surface rock always carried the ore, and the opinion has been. 
strengthened by the fact that when the veins are followed. to the. | 
blue limestone below, they uniformaly dwindle and cease to be. 
of workable value. _ Discoveries of working veins were occasion-: 
ally reported to me as having been made in the blue. limestone; | 

_ but. upon examination I have found them to be located in the low- 
 erbedsof the gray limestone, which from their bluish cast, are 

often. mistaken for that rock. Mr. Owen also observed this inter- 
ruption of the veins at the junction of the blue limestone with the: 
gray, and remarks ¢ that no discoveries of any value have been made 

below the blue limestone.” Itis a general law of metallic veins. |



that they are affected by the character of the rock through which. - 

they pass. If they. have been’ very productive in one rock,: on . | 

| passing into another they usually become unproductive, or of no 

workable value. -Mr. Westcrats Foster in his treatise upon the 

British Strata, mentions numerous instances of these interuptions. 

In the mines of Cornwalf the veins in descending are sometimes __ | 

eut off at a change of strata, and after remaining barren for hun- 

dreds of feet, again resume their productiveness. In such cases | 

the veins is often followed for great’ distances, through the barren > 

ground. ‘The practical miner looking with confidence to a Te 
sumption of its productiveness, when -a favorable change of rock 
is encountered, arid the fresult generally proves the adventure to | 

bejudicious © OC 
By all analogy, if the deposites of ore in our lead district are 

true veins, traversing rocks similarly various and cut off in the | 

sime way, we ought to éxpect a renewal of their productiveness. 
That such is really the fact, I hope to be able to prove by the re- 

sults of long continued and careful observation. The veins cut off ° 
by the blue limestone, resume again in the buff-colored rock; (No. 

6,) as might be expected according to the law just mentioned.— | 
Such had long been my conjecture, as thé ore in the descending” | 
veins generally continued. strong until at, or just below the point ; 
of junction of the gray and blue limestone, where it suddenly 
dwindled or became dispersedin small cubes through the adjacent _ 

rock. The deposites of ore in this lower lead bearing rock, have 
been worked ‘in afew localities only. At Mineral Point, Dodge- 
ville, Blue Mounds and some other places, these deposites have = 
been reached. At these points, owing to the dip of ‘the rocks, and 

the wearing ‘away of ‘overlying beds, the buff-colored limestone | 
is found near the surface, and hence easily accessible for mining : 
purposes. Deposites in this rock are known as the “glass roek 
openings.” The glass rock consists of the lower layers of the blue 
limestone, and is the cap-rock of the openings below. ‘The miners 
seem in no case to have been conscious of their true geological 

position, in working these openings. This has been owing insome.
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measure, to the fact, thatin the vicinity of veins the rocks are often 
go changed, as nearly to obliterate their usual characters. In such 

- cases very. careful observation, and some knowledge of the 
general geology is requisite to intelligent exploration. The buff- 
colored limestone everywhere underlies the lead district, its depth 
varying with the altitude as shown in Sec. No.2. From tbe erro- 
neous impression that no ore exists beneath the blue limestone, | 
the veins have generally been abandoned when that rock was 

_ known to be reached. Hence the lower openings have been dis- 
covered only when the rock approached the surface. — 

_ Therichness of these openings, so far as they have been worked, _ 
justifies the conclusion that they. will be found equally productive 

_. with those of the gray limestone. , | 
‘The veins which have thus resumed their productiveness, are 

again cut off by the bed of sandstone, (No. 7.) Not the slightest 
trace of lead, zinc, or copper has ever been found in this rock, and. 

_  so0extensively is it exposed at the surface, that were it metalliffer- 
ous, the fact could hardly have escaped observation. In the suc- _ 
ceeding rock we might reasonably expect a favorable change. It is: 
the lower magnesian limestone (No. 8,). Its texture is well adapted 
to the reception of ores, and its position, (being nearer the igneous © 
rocks) is a circumstance favorable to productiveness. From these 
facts, and ‘from the discovery of small quantities of ore in this 
rock at its out-crop, Mr. Owen conjectured that the lower magne- 
sian limestone would be found to contain lead ore in workable quan- 
tities. During the past season special attention has been directed. 
to that formation, and discoveries have been made which strength- 
en that conjecture into certainty. The depth at which this rock. 

_ lies over most of the region where the lead producing forces are 
known to have operated, render the investigation exceedingly diffi- - 
cult. In the northern portion of the district, along the Mississip- 
pi, Wisconsin and their tributaries, the lower magnesian rock has. 
an extensive exposure. Along this exposure, numerous occurren- 
ces of lead in small quantities have been observed, and in one in- 
stance a very important discovery of ore has been made. This is.
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located upon sec. 32, town 7, range least. A brarich of ‘Blue’ 

River has here worn through the upper rocks and left a terrace of 

this limestone, rising about 20'feet above the bottom of the valley. 

During the past. season float: ore was discovered in the valley, : 

which was traced to this terrace of rock; shafts were sunk, and the © 

existence of heavy bodies of ore was proved. The ore is found in 

large masses, sometimes weighing 400 or 500 pounds. It is general- 

ly in openings surrounded by clay, but is sometimes scattered in 

erystals among the flints which abound there. Thelocality isnear 

Franklin and Centerville, where heavy lodes have been worked » 

in the gray limestone. Some ten or twelve miners were at work at 

this spot when I visited it. Nearly 40 shafts had been sunk, and 

ore discovered in most of them. Probably 200,000 pounds of ore 

have been raised from these diggings during the season. The © 

ground is very favorably located for proving the veins to any ex- » 

tent, and it is to be hoped'that a mine will be opened here ona _ 

scale sufficiently extensive to secure this result. re 

After these discoveries I can hardly regard ita matter of doubt — 

that the veins continue downward into the lower magnesian lime- » 

stone. and may be profitably worked in that rock. The addition 

to the lead bearing ground of the buff colored and lowet magnesian 

limestones is one of incalcuable value, and one which if properly | 

nnderstood and appreciated will give anew impetus to the mining 

interest of the lead region. Even where these rocks are at the great- - 

est distance from the surface, their depth is slight as compared with © 

that to which mines are worked with profit in other countries. [ | 

know of no reason why similar results may not be expected : 

here. | —_ oe Oo 

Having thus endeavored to state the evidence bearing upon the 

vertical extent ot the lead veins, to greater -depths-than have yet 

been worked, I willnow mention some of the leading features by — 

which they are characterized. = rns
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GQ RoupIne oF THE VEINS, 0 0 tne 

A vein is very, rarely alone,. but is. usnally associated with seve: | | 

ral others. Among these one is more productive than the rest, and . 

is designated the “ champeon lode.” On either side of this, smaller. . | 

veins are grouped like subordinates around their chieftain. This - 

| group is known as a “ gangue ” of veins. Several of these gangues are 

generally found near each other, and form together what is called : 

the “body of mineral.” This assemblage of veins is bounded on 

every side by spaces which are apparently barren. In passing. 

over the lead region one will notice that the mining operations. | 

are all concentrated at a few points. Between these. stretch broad | 

expanses, broken only here and there by a solitary prospect-hole. | 

It is important to know whether these. spaces are really barren 

- ground, or are only waiting the hand of enterprise to develope _ 

their mineral wealth. It is most in.accordance with the past histo-_ 

ry of mining and the known Jaws which govern the distribution | 

of metallic ores, to suppose that they are collected into groups as. | | 

they appear to be, and not equally dispersed over the whole dis- 

. trict. It is by no means probable, ‘however, that all the spaces.ap- 

parantly barren are really so. On the contrary we may reasonably 

expect that rich discoveries will yet be made upon these unex- 

plored grounds. Several experienced miners remarked to me that. | 

the bodies of mineral seem. to have a north-easterly direction; or, 

as one of them expressed it, “seemed to throw around towards the — 

north-east.” Dr. Perctvat, the distinguished scholar and gealo- 

gist whom I had the pleasure of meeting in the mines, remarked a 

similarity in their shape to the crescent ‘form of the trap ranges, — 

which he had observed while conducting the geological survey of 

~ Connecticut. In the disposition, of, the individual members of the 

 gangue of veins, we observe a very regular alternation, each being .. | 

placed at nearly thesame distance from every other. The gangues — 

are also about the same distance apart. We thus have a serial order — 

in the arrangement of these veins, giving us first, the individual | 

vein; second, the gangues into which the veins are combined, at a 

| | | |



parallel equi-distance ; third, the group including these gangues con- 
nected by their cross courses into a great net-work of ore, called 
“the body of mineral.” The relation of’ these ‘veins to each other 
is a matter of great interest, both in a practical and scientific point 

of view, and every pains should be taken to collect facts bearing 
uponit. ee oo, 
-. . Posrtion or Tae Leap Vurns. a 

: The veins of this district present almost every variety of posi- 
tion, but they may be included in two classes, viz:—the perpen- 
dicular and horizontal. The perpendicular vein consists of a fis- 
sure, having a direction vertical or slightly ‘inclined. It pursues 
its way downward by a succession of throws, which give it a zig- 
zag course very similar to, its mode ‘of horizontal extension. Its 
breadth varies from a mere seam toa hundred feet. Sometimes 
it is entirely obliterated for a short distance, being crossed by a — 
tabular mass of rock, called the “cap rock.” Upon ‘sinking 

| through this, an expansion of the fissure occurs, called an “ open-_ 
ing.” These openings are usually filled with clay, loose rocks, and . 
massive ore. Occasionally, however, they are empty, or partially | 
80, forming caves, whose walls are hung with stalactites. The best. | 
examples of vertical veins occur in the south-west portion of the 
district. . At Fairplay and’ across the Mississippi, at Du Buque, _ 
these veins have yielded prodigious quantities of ore. The caves 
here are noted for the rare beauty of their spars. Insome instan- 

_ ces they are partly under water, forming subterranean lakes, into . 
which boats have been lowered and voyages taken a.hundred feet 
below the surface. In these caves the ore is generally found at- 
tached to the roof and sides, or scattered through the clay which 
covers the floor. It'is rare to find a continnous sheet of ore in 
these veins. ; After sinking through the opening the walls come to- 

gether again, or the veins hecomes “pinched,” as the miners ex- 
press it, and yields little “or no ore. The. miner, however, still 
continues ‘his | work, knowing by. past experience that another — 
opening will soon succeed to repay his toil. In many of these



caves the ore occurs partially imbedded in the wall rock on either: 
_ side. in small flat openings or pockets, forming isolated’ masses. 

These masses are sometimes of great size, weighing occasionally’ 
from 50,000 to 100,000 pounds. Good examples of these broken — 
sheets may be found at Benton, Potosi, Hazel Green and Shulls- ° 

'The second class of veitis consists of flat sheets, continuous for — 
_ great. distances, and running between the strata, parallel to their 

plane of stratification. Occasionally, however, they incline down- 
wards or upwards’ for a few feet, but their dip is very irregular. 
These flat sheets have béen very productive in many localities— 
Good examples occur at Mineral Point; Dodgeville, Linden, Mes- 
sersmith’s and Blue Mounds, They’ are usually connected both — 
above and: below: with vertical veins. ‘Both these classes seem 
to have’ a special ‘geological ‘position.- ‘Fhus the - perpendicular - 

-—-veins; with large openings and caves; are nearly confined to the 
gray limestone. The middleand lower beds carry flat openings 
and flat sheets; while flat sheets alone are found ‘in the buff-colored : 
limestone, 9 | ae 

_. “Chunk mineral,” “float minéral ”*and “patch mineral” are - 
_ broken sheets which have been left by the decomposition of the 

rock; which once in¢losed them; and are now fonhd’ in the loose 
material'of the surface. = CRD de a Ee ' 

‘In-the perpendicular veins, the ore is usually unaccompanied by 
any of those substances known as vein-stones. ‘The’ flat sheets, 
however;: are -usually associated ‘with some ‘mineral substance, 
which is the matrix of ore. ‘ The most common of these substances 
are tiff, black jack, dry bone, iron pyrites, ochre, barytes: These’ 
accompany the: lode, either singly or combinéd in varying quan- 

tities ;-sometimes filling the entire vein, even, and taking the place - 
_ of the ore; and at other times entirely absent or’ very slightly de- 
veloped. : The arrangement of these substances is often in parallel: - 

_ layers, called combs. “In'such cases the succession is quite irregu-
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lar. The ore.is sometimes:upon one side of the vein, and the :vein- . 

stone upon the other, or.it runs:between the layers of its.matrix,;. 

dividing often into: several branches:,, In other cases the ore-and: | 
vein-stone are mingled in one mass, requiring the process of roast-: | 

ing andstamping to separate:them. ‘The vein-stones present ofteni: 

a great practical difficulty to the working of mines, by their ir: 
regular distribution. In some instances veins have been followéd 
for a distance, and yielded pure ore, but. suddenly. a.vein-stone set. 

in which enlarged until it.‘eat-out the ore,” as the miners éxpress:. 

it, and the matrix alone remained. This horizontal alternation of. 

the ore and its matrix, has ruined the. prospect of many a miner, : 

and in veins thus affected great. caution and sound judgment are * 
required. The veinis quitesure to:yield:pure ore again at. some~ | 

point. ahead, but the most-profitable method of reaching it depends 

upon.various. circumstances. In many.cases where this substitu+. 
tion. of the vein-stone occurs, the ore is found: dispersed through: == 
the adjacent rocks.in small.cubes along: the line of the barren por- 

_tionof the vein. These cubes are often very abundant, andiare 

called “dice mineral.” Instances of this character may be found 

at Mineral Point, Shullsburg, Wingville, Crow Branch: Diggings, 

| It is difficult to determine which of the substances spoken:of:. 
above, is the most favorable indication of a good lode. Heavy de-: 

posits of ore have been found with all of them, or entirely free 
from any associates, and there is probably no necessary connection 

between either of them,.and the barrenness of productiveness of 
the veins which they accompany. 2) 
Ihave thus far endeavored to point out the leading characteris- | _ 

tics of the lead veins of Wisconsin. : I have confined. myself:to 
facts without attempting to account for, or explain-them. J have. . | 

endeavored to keep all theories out.of view whilée- making observa- . 

tions in the field; the primary object being to find:out whatis, — 
rather than how came it to be. Both these inquiries are appo- - 
site and important, but the first. must always be answered. fully: | 
and. truthfully. before a reliable answer can be given to the second...



. 29 

The first, too, is of pressing importance, and its answer replete 

with practical results, while the latter has only an indirect bearing | 

upon the economical value of the mines. If the miner is familiar 

_. with the rocks amid which he is operating, the laws which govern 

the veins, and the most frugal method of extracting the mineral 

wealth from those repositories in which nature has stored it; he: 

has knowledge of far greater value than any abstract theory, 
_ however satisfactory. . With this view, ithas been my first object 

to collect such facts as would illustrate the character and extent of 

the mineral résources of the lead district, and stimulate their de- 
‘velopment in'the highest possible degree. Still the origin of 
these veins is a matter of great interest, and ought . not to be en- 

_ tirely omitted in this report. I shall therefore present those theo- 
ries which have been most generally accepted, to explain the form- 
‘ation of metallic veins. Thus every, observer will have before his , 
mind what others have concluded upon this subject, and be ena- 
bled to decide for himself how far these views harmonize with the 
facts of which he is personally cognizant. Oo ,



- - CHAPTER IV, 5 0 6 0 
-.. , . FORMATION OF VEINS. Dy 

The filling of mineral veins is one of the most difficult subjects 
in the whole range of geological. studies. The more careful the in- | 

vestigation, the more fully aware is the student of the difficulties 
to be overcome. It is now quite generally admitted among geol- 

ogists that several processes have been active in supplying veins 

with their metallic contents. There are four theories, each of which ; 

has been sustained by high authority, and all ot which are un- 
doubtedly true in theirpractical applications. First, The crevicesor 
fissures aresupposed to have been formed, and mineral matter, dis- 
solved in water, to have been filtered into them from above. This 
theory was maintained by Wrrner, but it probably applies to very 

few cases of veins. Second, The metallic ores are supposed to 

have been melted and injected into the rocks by subterranean for- _ 

ces, similar to those concerned in the protrusion of lavas through _ 

voleanic craters. Many veins have undoubtedly been filled, as 
they may often be traced toa mass of rock which has once been 
lava. Of this kind are the tin and copper lodes of Cornwall, Eng- | 

land. This theory was first, taught by Hurroy, and has been very 

widely adopted. Third, Another theory is that of sublimation, or 

the introduction of the metals in the state of heated vapor, which, -— 

upon cooling, condensed and formed veins. It is a well known fact 
that metals can be vaporized by heat, and that when in this state _ 
they naturally ascend and condense upon cooling. Crystals of. | 
galena, specular iron ore, and other metals, are thus formedin the __ 
laboratory, in the flues of furnaces, and the craters of modern volca- _ 
noes. Similar processes have no doubt been operative in all pe- —



riods of the earth’s history, and must have produced similar results | 
| Fourth, Electro-chemical action is supposed to have been. exerted, | 

causing'a segregation of metallic particles, and thus forming veins. 
The superior. productiveness of the east.and.west veins is account- 
ed for by the greater facility with which. the segregation could _ 
take place from north: to south, on. account of a coincidence be- 
tween the local and general currents of electricity..: It is supposed 
that. by this action constant decompositions, re-compositions, and 

- transmissions are being effected. A wide variety of opinion ex- 
ists among. practical miners upon this subject. All these theories 
have their advocates, each basing his opinion.upon the special 
and local facts which he has observed. ‘The theory of formation 

from water is stoutly maintained by many who have seen the ore 
pendant from the roof of caves, associated with stalactites which 
are known to have had such an origin. Butit is quite certain that 
this opinion isincorrect. The insolubility of galena in water, its 
crystaline character, and arrangement in veins, are. all incompati- 
ble with such a supposition. If we take any one of the other the- 

- ories mentioned, it. fails to explain all the phenomena presented; 
but each receives support from some of the peculiarities which 
these veins exhibit. — Be 

It is not improbable, therefore, that each of these processes has 
been in some degree instrumental in producing and arranging 
these deposites of oré. They may have acted ‘cotemporaneously, 
or successively, orin bothmethods | 

_’ Jn the lower deposites, generally arranged in flat sheets, we of- 
ten find evidences of a highly heated condition of their contents. | 
| The rocks enclosing the vein are often ‘harder and more erystaline | 
than those ata distance. . The ore and its vein-stone are sometimes 
intimately combined, resembling in texture the coarse granites and 
other rocks of igneous origin. In some parts of such veins a seg- 

regating force seéms to have acted, separating these ingredients, 
or some one of them into layers, precisely resembling the veins of 
segregation so often seen, in the igneous rocks. Almost every 
grade of texture may be observed among these vein-stones, as
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_ among different beds of granite, sienite and porphyry. These are 

‘entirely confined to the lower deposites, so far as my observation 

extends. The ‘perpendicular veins ‘carry pure oré;-as before men- 

tioned. This ore ‘is’ attached to the roof, and side walls of their 

 Seavernous openings; ‘but is ‘rarely found'in place upon the floor of 

: the caves. If we suppose the ‘fissures to liave beén open and the 

ore injected into them, such an ‘arrangement could not have taken 

‘place. The. fissure would be either completely filled in such an 

event, or its lower part only, occupied by the ore. It is far more 

in accordance with the phenomena to believe that the. perpendic- 

‘ular veins were filled by the process of sublimation. The heat, — 

which perhaps melted the lower flat sheets, ‘might be sufficient to 

vaporizea portion of the galena, which passing upwards into the 

vertical fissures, would condense ‘and arrange itself in their up- 

per portions, as we tind itnow. The ‘absence of vein-stones in 

these veins is accounted for by this theory,'as the lead ore would - 

be volatilized and carried upward, at'a much lower temperature 

thanitsassociates. = OO | 

| Another interesting ; evidence of vaporization, is the occur- 

vence of the casts of fossils formed by the introduction of Galena 

into the cavities of shells, corals, &c., The tubes of delicate co- 

ralg, sometimes scarcely larger than a, hair, are occasionally found 

filled with the ore;.and also the stems of encrinites.. I have also 

-aspecimen of erystalized galena, . which has been formed in and 

around a mass of fossil shells, that have evidently been first worn 

by water to-mere comb. ‘The ore had thén been introduced among 

| these delicate remains, and received the impressions of its constit- 

uent shells. Evidently, in these instances the galena must have been 

in astate of very minute division, and endowed with perfect freedom 

of motion; conditions which could only be realized by its vapori- 

zation. Inthe absence of sufficient data to warrant a. conclusive 

‘opinion, I have stated the prevailing theories, and such applica- 
‘cation of them as seemed most in harmony with facts. From the 

— desultory and irregular manner in which the mines have been
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worked, it is very difficult to collect facts upon the most intricate 
points presented in these veins. The observations made may 

_ serve as a nucleus for future facts and discoveries, which in due time, 
if faithfully gathered, will point out the true theory of their for- 
mation | 

5 ;



CHAPTER V. . | 

SURFACE INDICATION OF LEAD VEINS. | 

There are various indications of the presence of lead veins, all 

of which are more or less reliable. The general character of the 

ground is first noticed. A surface cut by frequent ravines, or pre- 

senting longitudinal depressions is always preferred, as these indi- 

cate the existence of fissures in the rock below. The discovery of 

“float mineral,” or more properly “shovel mineral,” is reliable 

evidence that a vein exists at no great distance from which the 

scattered ore has been separated. It is usually fvund in vallies 

on the sides of slopes, or in beds of clay upon the level surface. 

Scattered: pieces of tiff, or vein-stones of any kind, are good in- 

dications of the same nature as thatjust mentioned. The growth 

of vegetation in a linear direction, is also relied upon, as pointing: 

out the location of a crevice which may hold “mineral.” Certain 

plants which thrive best in deep soil, choose such locations as fur- 

nish the greatest depth of soft ground. Along the line of the 

veins their deep reaching radicals meet with no obstruction. 

Hence, lines of rank vegetation often form a prominent object 

among the surrounding growth, and mark the location of fissures 

in the rocks beneath. A notion prevails very widely that a certain 

plant, known as the “masonic” or “lead weed,” grows only 

where its roots are fed by lead ore. This plant is noted for the — 

depth to which its radicals are known to pierce. They are often 
found from 40 to 60 feet below the surface. It is therefore usually 

| found growing over crevices where its subterranean proclivities 

can be indulged without restraint. This indication is said to have 

been learned from the Indians, who used it long before the lead
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veins of this district were known to the whites. These are the 
ordinary tangible evidences upon which the miner relies in “ pres- 
pecting.” They are fonnded upon the well known relation of 
things, and experience has proved their genuineness. Certain oth- 

er processes of discovery are practiced bysome. The use of vari- | 

ous forms of the “divining rod” isthe most common of these— 
From its cheapness and simplicity, it is within the reach of all, 
though it refuses to exert its enchantment except in favored hands. 

An instrument called a “tinkembob,” much more expensive, but 
‘also said to be more reliable, is occasionally met: with. ::; As these 

methods of “discovery are entirely arbitrary in their : character, 
, and have ‘no reference to the: truths of mining science, they are 
peyond ‘the jurisdiction of my present investigations, and:in the 

| absence of all positive knowledge, I. cannot venture an opinion upom 
their piactical value to theexplorer; 2 
- In prospecting, a general knowledge of:geology would be-of 

great service to the practical miner, © 
Untold thousands of money, and long years of toil. have been 

wasted for the want of such knowledge. ‘The lead region: is cov- 
ered with “prospect shafts,” sank where the veriest tyro in geole- 

‘gy would ‘have pronounced an’ unconditional negative upon the 

‘hope. of “striking a lead.” The adventurous swarms of “pres- 
_ pectors” who sweep over the mines during the excitement of first 

discovery; left few of the surface veins unopened. Hence,’ pros- 

pecting is now attended with great risks, and ‘requires superior sa- 

‘gacity and extensive knowledge for its successful prosecution.
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| WORKING OF THELEAD VEINS. 

It is quite certain that the existence of lead ore had been 
known to the Indians, long previous to the commencement of mi- 

ning by the whites. Their ancient works still remain to atiest 

the fact. These consist of shallow diggings, and wide furnaces in 

which the ore was smelted. The natural sagacity of the Indians 

made them successful prospectors, but, destitute of tools or skill in | 

operating, they seem to have made slow progress in proving their 

discoveries. Their working consisted mainly in picking . over the 
soft clays of the surface, or the larger crevices with hatchets rude 
sharp sticks. When their shafts became a few feet deep, and 
ladders were made by cutting off the branches of small trees, 
about a foot from the trunk. Upon these the squaws, who per- 
formed all the labor of mining, descended and ascended, carrying 
in bags and baskets, all the ore which they obtained. These rude 

ladders were occasionally found among the old “Indian diggings.” 

In some cases they ran levels a short distance into the sides of 

the hills, upon veins which they had discovered, using mats and 

blankets as sleds to draw out the rubbish. Where the vein en- 
tered the solid rock, they made fire upon it, and when heated, 

poured on water, by which it was cracked, and rendered easy of 
removal. Their metallurgy was equally rude andsimple. A rude 
hopper was built of stones, usually upon the side of aravine. In- 

to this the ore was thrown anda fire kindled beneath. When 
melted, it was run off into a hole dug for its reception. 

Such rude attempts at mining seem to have been made, previ- 
ous to any acquaintance with the whites. Later, however, the
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French traders furnished the Indians with tools, and instructed. 

them further in the art of mining. ‘They also purchased their 

ores, and gave them in exchange, such articles as they required. | 

This stimulated them to farther exertion, so that from 1816, to 

1820, considerable, quantities of ore was. raised by them, which 

was. sold to the traders and found its way to. St Louis. American 

mining commenced about 1820, putno considerable amount of ore 

was raised until about 1827. The lead region then began to at- 

tract popular attention. A few bold pioneers were already in the 

mines, and amid all the perils of Indian. warfare, remained. As 

soon as the war closed, they recommenced their mining with re- 

newed vigor. The fame of their discovereies went abroad, and 

brought to the mines thousands of adventurers, who swept over 

every hill and valley in search of the mineral treasures they were 

reported to hold. Brilliant discoveries were made, and splendid 

fortunes acquired. The ore lying near the surface, was of course 

first found, and requiring little skill to secure it, mining was ex- 

ceedingly simple. No machinery was needed for draining, and no 

large outlay of capital was required to insure returns. Under 

guch circumstances, no regular or systematic mining could be ex- 

pected. Every man was a prospector and preferred breaking 

ground for a new lead, to working for wages, or moderate returns, 

in ground already proved. During the twelve years, from 1830 

to 1842, machinery was hardly thought of. It was the period of 

excitement and discovery which always attends the opening of a 

| new mining district. Since that time, very few new discoveries 

have been made, and the work has been mostly confined to old 

lodes. With few exceptions, even now, the mines are very inef- 

fectually worked. The shafts have been sunk with no view to 

permanence. Drifts are run off fromthem wherever indications 

of ore appear. If the ground is soft they are supported by tempo- 

rary cribbing. The rubbish and ore are raised by acommon wind- 

Jags, in wooden tubs called “kibbles.” ‘The digging generally 

— eeases at the water line. If however, the vein is strong enough 

to warrant it, a lifting-pump worked by horses or oxen, is put in.—
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Tn a fow instances only, steam power has been used in working 
pumps; but from the incapacity of the engines, or injudicious mat-’ 
azement, it has failed to be profitable. During the present season’: 

two’ engine pumps have been started under more favorable auspi- 

ees. One at Potosi, by Mr. Luwis, and the other at Fairplay by 
the American Mining Company. Both these parties have ample: 
means at their disposal, and are determined to make a fair experi-: | 
ment. Water-power’has been used in one or two instances, and: 
might be profitably employed in numerous localities. | With these 

exceptions, all the labor of the mines is performed either by hand 
erhorse power, = Da ho Be oe, vt



Oo / — CHAPTER VIL. _ | 

- PRODUCTIVENESS OF THE MINES. 

In order to exhibit properly the condition and value of the mi- 

ning.interest of the Wisconsin Lead District, I have carefully col- 

lected from all sources within my reach, such statistics as could be : 
obtained, and am enabled to present a table, showing the annual 
productiveness of the lead mines, during most of the period since 

1823. The product for the first seven years, from 1823 to 

1830.1 extract from the report of Dr. Own, made to the general 

government in 1840. The remainder of the table was supplied by 

Capt. Cuaztus Berpz, of Galena, whose acurate habits entitle his 

statistics to the fullest. confidence. | | 

a —_ A TABLE | | 

Exhibiting the amount of Lead shipped from the Lead Disiriet 

of Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa, from the year 1823 to 1853, 

ancluswe. = =. | So : : | 

YEAR. - ; Pounps. - 

18993 - - - - - - = 888,180 ; 
gee 15,8200 

5. 4g95 - ee 664,520 | 
=. 1896 ee ee, 58,8420 
sat = 1821800 

— 1828 -— - - 7 4 - 11,105,810 
gag - ee 18,848,150 

Here follows a period of eleven years, for which we have no 
statistics, owing to a change in the mining regulations. | 

BA Ce 81,698,980 . 
1842 - -  - - - -. = 31,65385330 

1848 -  - = = = = 89,148,276
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YEARs. Pounns. | 
1844 - - - -~ = +  - 48,729,540 

| 1845 - - - - 2 2 544977860 
1846 - - - - - + - 51,368,210 
1847 - - - - = - 54,634,450 | 
1848 - - - - -~ . . 47-737,830 
1849 - -  - - -.  . 44,605,380 
1850 - - - - + ~~ 39801130 
1851 - - - -~ , ~ 33188056 | 
1852 - - - - - ~~ 98°703;960 
1858 - - - - - - 99806980 — 

From this table it will be seen that the annual yield of the mines. 
went on increasing to 1845, when it attained its maximum, and re- 
mained nearly stationary for three years. From 1848 forward,a | 
steady decline ig shown, bringing us by a constantly decreasing 
series to a product nearly fifty per cent. less in 1852 than 1847. 
A decrease so marked and rapid in the productiveness which had 
been constantly increasing for thirty years, proves the operation of 
some powerful and wide-spread cause. This cause it is highly im- 
portant to ascertain and make known, for in the absence of au: 
thentic knowledge, serious misapprehensions exist abroad in re- 
gard to its true nature.  It.is generally supposed that the deposits. 
of lead are nearly exhausted, and therefore hold out no induce- 
ments to business men to engage in working them. Hence, while 
capital has been freely flowing to other mining districts far less” 
rich in metallic ores, no non-resident company has ever made an _ 
investment in the lead mines of Wisconsin. — Unfounded in fact 
as this report may be, it has nevertheless done much. to.injure the | 
mining interest, and at this time exerts ‘a strong influence against 
it. The real causes of this diminished product are well known to 
those familiar with the history of our lead mines. 2 

First, while the mines were at their maximum ‘productiveness 
the discovery of gold in California was announced, and drew off 
one-third of the whole mining force. -This-was a loss ‘that could 
not be replaced, especially while the whole tide of adventurous 
emigration was flocking to the land of gold. The following ex-
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tract from the Shullsburg Pick & Gad presents the conviction of 
all who are acquainted with the loss thus experienced: _ | 

- “Although science may do much in developing our mines—a 
scientific research bring out and establish new principles—yet we 
feel that if we had among us that population which opened the 
diggings which we are now working,—if we could call back from. 
California some of those enterprising young men who have left 
within the last four years,—could we gather up the bones of those 
brave miners that are bleaching upon the far-off plains of Mexico, 
and re-animate that dust which is mingling with the ashes of the 
Aztec,—could we people the mines with the population of ’40 and 
’46—we would again hear the cry of new diggings, new lodes, 
new towns, and a change would come over the spirit of this dream- 
ing, gophering community, which, with a few exceptions, are 
drifting around and picking up mineral upon the discoveries of. 
those.brave boys who were always in quest of new things.” — 

Asa second cause, the prevalence of an irregular and inefficient 

method of working the veins may be mentioned. This has already 

been described in a former paragraph. Such working answered 

well enough aslong as there was surface ore: enough to pick up; 
but wher the ‘superficial. deposits were exhausted, it was inade- 
quate, anda falling off in thé product could not fail to follow. 

The mines have been worked entirely with a view to immediate 

results, and generally by single individuals, or small and tempora- 

ry combinations, with little capital at their command. The work- | 
ing of veins at any considerable depth involves an expenditure too 
large for any except companies with heavy capital. The reason 
will be seen at once, when the nature of the operation is consid- 

ered. : Oo 

In following a vein, dead or barren ground is often encountered, 
as already noticed, and the miner must work through these unpro- 
ductive portions in order to reach the deposits of oré. ‘The dis- 

tance that he must work without receiving any returns is uncertain, 
but it is quite sure that somewhere before him, the vein will resume 
its productivenéss. The constant hope of discovery stimulates him: 
to effort, and not unfrequently poverty and want spur his limbs ‘to 
the uncertain task. After years of toil, he perhaps strikes a lead,
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and is repaid for all his sacrifices ; or, as not unfrequently happens, 
worn out in body, discouraged and beggared, he abandons his 
shaft forever. Another miner, bringing fresh energy and capital, 
steps into his place, and taking up the work where he had been com-- 
pelled to leave, it, soon finds an opening which yields a competency 
or a fortune. In some cases, shafts or drifts have been worked by 
several sets of miners 'successivelyyand abandoned by each, where 
at last some fortunate individual comes in, strikes a lead, and alone 
reaps the reward of their united labors. The history of these ad- 
ventures would furnish instances of manly fortitude and persever- 
ing toil which have never been surpassed. We know those who 
have succeeded; but the long, sad catalogue of those who failed, 
is lost in the obscurity of poverty and the grave. Such experience 
proves that the risks of mining are too great for single individuals 
with small capital, and very few can now be induced to attempt it, a 
who thoroughly appreciate the small chances of success. 

The system of individual mining is also a serious obstacle in the 
_ way of drainage. Owing to the limited size of individual claims, 

one mine often cannot be drained by a pump or level, without re. 
ceiving the water from several others belonging to various owners, 
and unless some arrangement can be effected among them, the 
ground remains unworked, for no one would be willing to bear the 
whole expense of drainage where all are to share its benefits, 

The development of the mines has also been retarded in some 
localities by the illiberality of non-resident land owners, who de- 
manded exorbitant rents, and desired to throw all risks upon the 
miners. Many rich lodes have been left unworked, to the damage 
of the owners, as well as other parties interested. 

Under these ‘depressing circumstances, mining could not long 
be profitable in any district, and we are not surprised that. our 

- mines have diminished their product one-half in the last five years. 
Suppose such a system tried in the metalliferous districts of Britain | 
and Germany. Would not their great metallic arteries, which. now 
flood the markets of the world, dry up, or shrink into insignifi- 
cance? ss—CS ae oe 

| ,



, Mining, like manufacturing, requires for its successful prosecu- 

tion, systematic, comprehensive, and long continued application of 

labor and capital. - Individual mining can be profitable only for 

_ short periods. It lacks the force, and has not power to avail itself 

of the economies essential to success. Individual interests and 

capital must be combined and brought under the influence of a 

common aim. Risks and benefits must be shared, force must be 

organized, arid guided by intelligence and skill; then nature can. 

be conquered, the difficult problem: solved, and the gate of: her 

stony treasuries opened in triumph. — 

The mines are now ina transition state. They have passed 

through the period of excitement, when chance rewarded the for- 

tunate with rapid gains, to a more quiet and settled condition, in 

which rude and: individual attempts at mining are attended with: 

frequent failure and occasional success. They now await the peri-. 

od of organization to which their full treasures are to be surren- 

dered. ae - re ag
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VALUE OF THE LEAD MINES OF ‘WISCONSIN, AS.A. 

_ FIELD FOR EXTENSIVE MINING OPERATIONS. 

In opening an extensive mine, a large expenditure must be 

made before any return can be realized, it is therefore important: 

to calculate closely beforehand the conditions required to, render. 

this preliminary investment a profitable adventure: This involves | 
several considerations, each of which must have its due weight in 
determing the value of a mining locality. ab | - 

_First—The character of the metalliferous deposits. oa, 

Second—Extent of unworked ground, where discoveries of ore 

may reasonably be expected. | 

Third—Character of the ground. | 

Fourth—Facilities for drainage. | 
Fifth—Proximity to fuel, market, &c. 

Let u3 now see how the lead region of Wisconsin will abide the 
test of these conditions. | 

First—Character of the deposits. I have already shown that 

most of them are true veins and may be relied upon as such in © 

extensive mining operations. 
Second—Extent of unworked ground. It has also been shown 

that the works thus far have merely been superficial. The deposits 
of the surface rock even have only been exhausted in a few cases, 
while those of the lower rocks have but just been discovered. All 
the mining thus far done could be put upon six sections of land. | 

Veins are everywhere pointed out which have been abandoned, 

though still yielding richly, for want of machinery to remove the _ 

water, or from the occurrence of a temporary “pinch” which cut
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off the ore... The. constant. discovery of veins incidentally while 

digging wells, cellars, &c., proves conclusively that a vast addition 

to the known mineral ground may be looked for in this direction ; 

while the unexplored deposits of the buff-colored and lower mag- 

 nesian limestones, offer a fresh and promising field to mining en- 

terprise. From those rich storehouses of ore, generations to come 

will draw their supplies and leave them yet unexhausted. 7 

 Third—Character of the ground. This is eminently favorable. 

The veins intersect only limestones, sandstones, and shales. No 

injections of trap or granite occur here, which so often ruin the 

prospect of the miner elsewhere. The rocks have been very slight- 

ly disturbed, hence faults or shifts of the strata, throwing the 

veins out of their natural position are rare. The ground is fre- 

quently so open that nothing but the pick and gad are required 

for excavating it. | | 

~ Fourth—Facility of drainage. As most mineral veins run into 

the water at a short distance from the surface, it is important to 

know with what facility this element can be removed. This will 

depend upon the structure of the rocks and the conformation of 

‘the surface. Near many of the lodes the surface is intersected by 

_ deep ravines and vallies, on either side of which the lead bearing 

rocks are piled. In such cases drainage by level can be very easi- 

ly effected. This method of drainage has advantages over every : 

other where it can beused. As the veins are arranged in gangues, 

parallel to each other, a level may be run so-as to cut them all in 

its course and thus prove the ground at the same time it relieves it 

of water. Such a level, judiciously located and perseveringly 

driven could not fail to enrich it owners. ‘Numerous localities 

might be selected, where by running a level one mile, from twen- 

ty to fifty veins would be cut through and drained. A few levels 

only have been undertaken. That of Mr. Campton at New Dig- 

gings is the most. extensive, and has been eminently profitable.— 

Mr. ‘Loowy’s’ level, near. Benton, has been driven 900 feet,.and 

paid well... MoCoy’s level, near Shullsburg; is also a.good invest- 

|
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ment, These are only beginnings, but they prove what may be 
‘done in this direction. © EE a 

In Europe, these levels are often driven for many miles, at an 
expense of from five to, twenty dollars per fathom. One of these: 
levels, at the Gwennap mines in Cornwall, is twenty-six miles in 
length, 
The lead mines of this district can also be readily drained by 

pumps of moderate capacity. The lead:bearing tock is traversed 
by vertical seanis, filled with a tough clay impervious to water. 
By this means, the water which it holds is divided into separate 
basins, or great natural cisterns, each independent of every other. 
Thus, a pump may be put upon any one of these, and unwater the 
ground within its limits, while those adjacent are not affected. 
Were it not for this beautiful economy of nature, no pump could 
be found of sufficient power to lower the level of these subterratie- 
an ‘waters. This strueture. also explains the fact, that the water is 
often found twenty or thirty feet higher upon one vein than, upon 
another a few rods distant.. In some cases, the basins are so small 
that forty. feet. of water. has been raised by.a pump of three-horse 
power. In other cases, fifty-horse power,would be required to ef 
fect a thorough drainage. © cot 
' Fifth——Location injrespect to fuel, market, &c. . The lead dis- 
trict as a whole is abundantly supplied with fuel, though in some 
few localities, wood has to be brought from a distance. ‘The deiise 
forests of its river valleys, and the, heavy ‘bodies of oak and ‘other 
timber which cover nearly one-third of its surface, promise a store 
of fuel amply sufficient for its future wants. The great.coal field 
of Illinois is scarcely a hundred miles from its southern border. 
‘Lines of railway, traversing it from east to west, and from north to 
south, will soon connect it with those-vast stores of combustible 
matter, and disperse the spoils of its own forests wherever the 
wants of industry may require them. It is thought: that. under 
these facilities for cheap transportation, coal may be afforded ‘at : 
$2,50 per ton. “At this price, it could be ‘safely used in those
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portions of the district where wood is least abundant. The com- 

pletion of the railroads, now being rapidly constructed through 

this distriét, will give it, together with its proximity to the Missis- 
sippi, ready access, at every season of the year, to all the markets 

of the country. OS | a 

I have thus endeavored to set forth the character of the lead 

mines of Wisconsin; the causes which have obstructed their de- 
velopment; and the inducements which they offer for extensive 

mining operations. It has been shown that the deposits of ore are 

true veins; and unexhaustible for centuries to come. That as. 

) yet they have been worked. only in the most superficial man- 

ner; that the withdrawal of labor into other fields, the want 

of concentrated capital, and the prevalence of mistaken opin- 

ions as to their value, have all been operative in retarding their 

progress, and bringing their productiveness to a temporary decline. 

Yet even under these unfavorable circumstaaces, , these ‘mines 

yield annually nearly 30,000,000. Ibs. of pure lead, or about. one- 

half of all the lead produced in the United States. During the 

years 1845, 1816 and 1847, the entire lead mines, including the 

small portions of the district in Illinois and Iowa, produced an- 

nually about 54,000,000 lbs., of which two-thirds were from. the 

- Wisconsin mines. During the same years, the average annual 

yield of all the lead mines of Great Britain was 105,736,333 lbs. 

The yield of our lead district, therefore, exceeded one-half of the 

total product of the British lead mines. Such a product of ore, 

with the séme outlay of labor and capital, is altogether unprece- 

dented in the whole history of mining. ee 

‘During these years, lead became an important item in our 

foreign exports, while the import of this. article sank to a: mere 

trifle. This will be seen by consulting a few statisti¢s from the 

records of trade. During 1845 and 1846, the imiports and exports 

were as follows: | Pe rs 

Imports. .  Ree’tsat New Orleans.  -—S«S—- Exports. © 

7,995 lbs. 84,980,000 Ibs.’ =s(its*séa 83,766 bs.
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In contrast with these figures, observe the same statistics for the 
last two years—1850 and 1851: | | a 

Imports. ——-Ree’ts at New Orleans. Exports. 
1850-51—43,490,000 Ibs. _ 22,750,000 lbs. 227,448 lbs. 
1851-52—37,544,588 “ = 18,729,580 « 747,930 “ 

| According to these figures, in the years 1845 and 1846, we not » 
only supplied our home market with lead, but sent to foreign coun- | 
tries 16,000,000 Ibs. While during 1850, ’51, and °53, we have 
fallen so far short of supplying our home market, that we import 
annually 40,000,000 lbs. to make up the deficit. For this we send 
out of the country annually, about $2,500,000 for a commodity 
which might be abundantly supplied at home. Two-thirds of this 
sum of money sent away to pay the miners of England, Germany, 
and Spain, ought to be laid out in the lead mines of Wisconsin, 
and would be, if these mines were worked to an extent atall com- 
mensurate with their inherent richness. It is obviously of the 
highest importance that an interest like this, second to no 
other in our State, should not be suffered to decline. At this pe- 
riod especially, when we are just setting up for ourselves, we need 
the avails of those natural resources with which a beneficent Prov- 
idence has favorved us. If our young State would become rich | 
in acquired possessions, it must improve this fundamental capital. 
It should buy much, but sell more, and buy nothing abroad that. 
it can get athome. What a transformation would the vast sums 
now sent abroad for lead accomplish, if distributed over our lead 
district, for which nature has done so much, and art so little. — 
What engines would pump its deepest mines! What mighty 
levels would be cut through the walls of its veined treasuries !— 
What life would be infused. into every branch of industrial effort ! 
What cities would grow up as if by magic; and what evidences:of 

wealth and prosperity would cover all the land! For such a don: 

summation, a little fostering care only:is now needed. The true 
value of these mines must be made known; and companies with | 

ample capital must be found to work them. A Department of 

Mines, similar to the School of Mines in Great Britain, should be
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connected with the State University, where such scientific knowl- 

edge as is necessary for successful mining, may be obtained. _ 
Under the present high prices of lead, the mines are reviving, 

and it is to be hoped that no change of governmental policy will 
result in a reduction of these prices until they are again in a state 
of healthy activity. | | : | 

| | | | : - . o | oe : ef tees pods a yt) 
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ZINC ORES OF WISCONSIN. 

These ores (popularly known as “black-jack,” and “dry-bone,”) 
are found in quantity in the lead district. They are generally sup- 
posed to be worthless, and hence are thrown away among the rub- 
bish of the mines, no thorough attempt having been made to _ 
ascertain their value or toreduce them to use. Impressed with 

the importance of ascertaining their true quality, I have caused 
them to be thoroughly examined and analyzed, with a view to 
determine their workable value. The experiments thus far have 
been made with the dry-bone, as the black-jack is better known, | 
and from its peculiar composition is a less valuable ore, being | 
practically valueless here, from the great expense attending its 
reduction. | - Oo | 

The examinations were conducted by Dr. Avavstus Havus, of 
Boston, whose distinguished reputation as a chemist, and large ex- __ 
perience in the assay of similar ores, will inspire the fullest confi- 

dence in the correctness of his results. His report upon thezinc 
ores submitted to him, is given below, and shows thd€ this dry- 
bone contains from 79 to 90 per cent. of the oxide of zine, four- 

fifths of which is pure metal. This large per centage of metal is 

so favorably combined as to be readily separated by known pro- 

cesses from the ore. | | | - | 

The examinations were conducted at my request, with especial 7 
reference to the capacity of the ore to yield the white oxide of 
zinc, which, from its great value as a pigment, is becoming an ar- __ 
ticle of the highest importance in the market. The results are of 

the most favorable character, proving the existence of a new 

_- source of mineral wealth in this district, second only to its won-
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derfal lead veins. The oxide of zine, or zinc white, is now rapid- 

ly superceding white lead as a paint, owing to its quality, absence 

of poisonous effect and greater cheapness of production. = 

‘To supply the great and constantly increasing demand for it,. we 

have inthe United States. only two manufactori¢s:.one in New 

Jersey and the other in Pennsylvania. The New Jersey works 

-have been in operation about three years, and have prepared their 

“paint from the red oxide of'zinc, which, until recently, was sup- 

posed to’ be the only ore capable: of yielding zinc white, without 

| first reducing it toa metal. A recent discovery however, has 

been made, which proves this supposition to be an error. An in- 
| . genious’ metallurgist, SAMUEL WrtTHERELL, Esq., has discovered a 

process of manufacturing this article from the dry-bone or carbo- 

- <nateof zine: The Pennsylvania works have been erected for the | 

| purpose of applying this discovery upon an extended. scale, to a 

—deposite of dry-bone discovered and owned by SAMUEL Suirz, - 

Esq:, of New York, to whose enterprise, and that, of Mr. Wera- 

-ERELL, the public-are indebted. for this important addition to the 

“available resources of the. country. The works have just been 

completed. and commenced operations. An extract. from the 
- Ameri¢an Mining: Journal. will show the success of the invertion 

cinpractive: (6 | es nse | 

a “The assertion that ‘the oxide of ‘zine could not: be made from 

- the calamine, (dry-bone,) utiless by first reducing.the zine. to a ule- 

| “tallic state, and'then sublimating it, has been proven; within the 

preselit week, cantrue:’ This fact. ‘is not merely. the result of ,ana- 

_-'Jytical expéritnents, but is’ daily’ accomplished, making four tons 

“of oxidé of zie; or twenty-four'tons per week... We léarn from — 

‘Gy’ officer of the company; that they will at once proceed to enlarge 

 “phéiy works and ‘increase: their product: to ‘ten ‘tons, per day,’ or 

7 3000 tons per annum. This at $130 per ton, would: amount, to 

$396,000, which, ground in oil, would sell for $180 per ton, or 

| $540,000 per annum. These estimates may be relied upon as 

demonstrated by the actual working of the manufactory. The.



white oxide produced by this process will compare favorably’ with | 
the best French white, besides being superior to it in body.* 7.) ) 

Dr. Haves has shown that our ores are fully equal, ifnotsupe- 
_ ior, to those of Pennsylvania. They are found in sufficient abun- , 

dance to supply extensive works with raw material. They could 

be obtained very cheaply, both on: account of their frequent asso- 

ciation with lead veins, and the quantities already thrown.out upon 

the surface, in mining for lead. They are within 150:miles ot : 

Milwaukee and Chicago, to which’ points they will be connected 

in one year, by railway communication. To these’ places they a 

gould be conveyed at a cost of $1550 or $2,00-per ton. If pre- | 

ferred, coal could be transported inland at corresponding prices. 

Every ton of ore will. yield from 1400. to 1600: pounds. of pure a 

white oxide. This could be sold at the.door of the factory for 

~ $130 per ton. The cost of the ore and manufacture-would not:ex- 

ceed $60 per ton, leaving a clear profit of $70. upon ‘every ton cof 

the oxide manufactured. A factory producing ten:tons of oxide 

per day, would thus’ yield to its owners a net annual profit of | 

$910,000.’ This is no fiction. These results are realizable, and 

will be realized, when capital, enterprise, and skill are organized 

and brought to bear upon this new branch:.of our natural te- 

-gources. The manufacture of metallic zine and brass. right also | 

~ ‘be profitably conducted with this ore. ., For this purpose it -is. the 

best ore known, and is used in, Europe in preference, to any other. | 

All of our zine and most of our brass is now imported, -while:-oyr 

mines of zinc and copper are;second ‘to none. in the world. We 

“need only patience, skill, and confidence, to conquer the slight 7 

difficulties which now lie; in the way to these great, sources of 

‘wealth and prosperity, with the means of which.we:are 80. abun- | 

~ dantly:provided.. I commend attention to the accompanying re- : 

port of Dr. Hares. i ee



REPORT OF DR. AUGUSTUS HAYES, UPON THE ZINO 
ee eee ORES OF WISCONSIN. = 

To Epwarp Dantzts, Esq., | re eee B 

bre Geologist to State of Wisconsin. — — 

Dear Siz:—I am able at this moment to send you the results 
obtained by chemical analyses -of the orés ‘of zine, which wer 

_ among the valuable ores and minerals you placed in my hands: 

- No. 11 of the series. (Dry-bone diggings, near Shullsburg.) 
The specimen is a carbonate of zinc, with accidental ‘portions of 
carbonates of lime, iron, and manganese. = si 

| One hundred parts of this ore consist of | | gE 

Pure oxide of zinc, = - = = 8B 
| Oxides iron, manganese, and lime, -° - =" 4.840 

Earthy matter, or rock, - oe - 1.40 
_. Carbonic acid and water, = - = = 84,00 

. ee fo JH tik eed Oo Pop lee ve a - “einhemnfapsofiem 

. Qné hundred. parts. of this ore, after roasting. or heating. to yed- 
ness, contain 90.50 pure white oxide of zine, 0 a 

| No. 12 of the series, from Platteville. . The specimen jis a.car- 

 ponate of zinc, with a little silicate of zinc and carbonate of lime. 

One hundred parts of this ore consist of ~ ne 1 | 

_ Bureoxide ofzing, - = = 60,20 
“ Silica and oxide of iron, - oe, - = - 2,29 

_ Carbonate of lime, - . - - 2. ew, 12,60 
| Carbonic acid and water, | - - - - 24.00 

arth or rock,  —_ - we - - 40 

... Specimen No. 12.—One hundred parts of this ore, ‘after being — 
heated to redness, contain 79.20 of pure white oxide of zine. 

-s No, 18 of the serieg, from; Mineral Point —This. specimen close- 
dy. resembles No..12,. consigting of. carbonate of zine with sock...



ra BC 
_ One hundred parts consist of a - 7 
‘Pure oxide of zinc, §- 6 -) et ee 56,20 - 
Oxides iron, alumina, &e- es - 1.80 — 

Carbonate of lime, - - - - 2.00 

Silieious rock, - - - - . 6.60 | 

Carbonic acid and water, - ott 8840 o> 

a 100.00. 
_ One hundred parts, after heating to redness, contain 84 3-10 
parts of pure white oxide of zinc. Se Teh. 

No. 14 of the series, from Mifflin—Carbonate of zinc, with 

some earthy matter. ey 
| One hundred parts consist of. a a ot a | oa - ae 

Pure oxide of zinc, - - =. 2.7... = 57.00 
Oxides iron, alumina, &c., — ee BAO 
Earthy matter, - ee 6) 
Carbonate of lime, — - - ~ 2 = ©. 9,00 
Carbonic acid and water, —- 7 = = 28.00 

One hundred parts of this ore, after having been heated to red- 
ness, contain 79 1-10 parts of pure white oxide of zinc. — te 

No. 21, of the series, from ‘Messersmith’s, near Dodgeville.—- 
This specimen is also a carbonate of zinc, mixed with earthy 

matter, mostly silicious. 

One hundred parts of thisore consist of ripe 

Pure oxide of zine, -. | - - - = +§6.20 
| Oxides iron, alumina, &c., - os fF = 2,80 

Carbonate of lime, - | - - Se - 1.80 
Silicious rock, - ~ ee G20” 
Carbonic acid and water, - oe 88.00 

/ : | | a $00.00 | 

One hundred parts of this ore, after having been heated red hot, 
contain 83 9-10 parts of pure white oxide. of zine | 

_ The value of white oxide of zinc as a pigment, is becoming 

generally known, and it hasa market price much higher than | 
white lead. Most of the metallic lead consumed for paints is first 
made ‘into white lead, which thus becomes the staple manufacture |
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‘based on metallic lead. Now these ores of zinc, familiarly known 
as “dry-bone,” are the best ores for producing the white oxide of 
zinc ; but the manufacture is not here based on the metal, but on 
the ore. By merely heating these ores in heaps on brush-wood, 
they lose their carbonic acid and water, and become soft mixtures 

_ of from 79 to 90 per cent. oxide of zinc, with earths and iron ox- 
ide.’ The material thus obtained, mixed with charcoal, gifies in 

; the muffle furnaces, by one operation, nearly all the oxide of zinc 
which the ore contains. Extensive manufactories can be sustained 
by the consumption at present going on, of this product, which continues to be imported largely. But these ores are equally as 

_ Well adapted, to the. production of metallic zine, a very useful metal, bearing a, higher price than lead. The ores used abroad for the production of this metal, are far inferior to these in quali- 
ty, and they are not extensively distributed. On economical ¢on- 
siderations, therefore, these ores have a’ high value. | They offer 
the advantage of employing a large capital with a certainty of the 
manufacture being profitable and important. "A state possessing 
such mineral deposits, must be regarded as rich in resources of a 

highly important kind. Oe ne _ OO So Respectfully, ee 
A AYES, 

. Oo wo Assayor to State of Massachusetts. 
~ 16 Boylston St. Boston, 2 I * Stet Jan, 1853.” 't as



AGRICULTURAL CAPACITY. OF THE LEAD. REGION. 

The best. mining districts of | the globe are generally noted for — 

their sterility. This is not, however, always the case ; and indeed 

there is no necessary connection, between “metallic ores and un- 

productive soils. But’ the igneous rocks with which these ores 
are very generally associated, and the broken surface which ace 

companies them, are unfavorable to agricultaral pursuits, Tnthis 
region, however, we have no jgriéous rocks exposed, and the sur- | 

face ie generally only slightly undulang, 
‘The soil is generally .a rich, calcareous, and silicious Joam, with 

‘a sub-soil of clay. In the north and east, where the’ sandstone 

comes to ‘the surface, patches of sandy soil occur. . ‘Its fertility is 

attested by the actual résults of farming whenever attempted—a 

_ testimony far more tangible and satisfactory than could be given 

by any analysis, however complete. ‘The most abundant crops of 

wheat, corm, ‘oats, rye, barley, potatoes, &c., are returned to the 

farmer. Fruit treés of every variéfy known in our northern lat- — 

 itudes, thrive vigorously and bear abundantly. ~ Somie of the pro- 

- ducing orchards of this region cannot be surpassed in the country. | 

Even the grape seems at home, and ripens finely in the dry, pure 

atmosphere peculiar to our State. Tobacco and flax thrive wher- — 

ever tried. The traveler who passes over this region, when the 

 erops are waving in the luxuriance of summer, and the orchards | 

pending beneath their fruitage, will need no aid from the geologist 

and chemist to convince him that its soil is of the best quality. . 

Living water is abundant here. Springs gush out from every 

hill-side, and streams flow in every valley, whose crystal waters. 

are equal to any that the poets have ever feigned or sung. Thus.



water for stock can be easily obtained—a prime consideration in 
the selection. of a farm. The streams are generally rapid, and 

, furnish excellent water-powers for milling and manufacturing. _ 

Timber is also abundant, with the, exception of a few large 

_ prairies; yet even on these there are-no points morethan three or 
four miles distant from the wood, An interesting and: valuable 
feature may, be mentioned in, this connection, viz: The rapid 

s growth of young trees: from the, soil of the open prairie, wherever 

the annual fireg- are. shut off. ..Upon J udge BLacksronE’s: farm, 

near White Oak Springs, ;we were shown dense groves of young 
trees, from six to ten inches in diameter, where, twenty five years 
ago, not a.shrub could be found larger than a riding whip. The 

” same process may be seen in numerous localities, at various stages 

_ of advancement, from the, prairie, covered with sprouts of oak, 
hickory, aspen, hazel, and sometimes maple, linden, and ash, to 

_ thick groves which have been ‘growing for many years. In what 

_ manner have the germs. of: these trees. been preserved. in the soil 
of the prairies from which they spring, during the long period 
that they must have remained dormant? If proper precautions 

| are taken to protect the surface from the fires, every farm upon 

_ these prairies will supply itself with timber in a few years. No 
| uneasiness need be felt in regard to wood in thig district, as the 

growth will far more than replace the use, and self-interest will 
dictate the preservation of young trees. | 
_Its proximity to the great pine regions of the north, renders 

lumber cheap, and easily obtained. Its location, in point of access 

to market, with the Mississippi on the west, and about to be con- 

nected by three lines of railway with the east, cannot be surpassed. 
_ It possesses every needed facility of communication to give a good 

market for its agricultural products. The home demand now ab- 

sorbs whatever the farmer can raise, at high prices. The prices 
of lands are very low, considering their quality and location. 

- Here, then, we have in the lead mines every essential to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of agriculture; a fertile soil, wood, water, tim- 

ber, and a ready market at home or abroad for every thing pro-
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duced ; afine climate, and cheap lands. We may justly claim for 
this district agricultural resources equal to any other ‘in the’great 
valley of theMississippi.’ 9) 8 
We can ‘safely commend it to the agriculturist whois seckinga 

location. Laboring under mistaken ideas of its character, regard- 
ing it as dry, sterile, and broken, the tide of agricultural emigta- 
tion has swept by; to lands inferior in quality and far less favora- _ 
bly located. Let the’ emigrant in search of a farm look over the 
beautiful counties of Grant, Iowa; Lafayette, Green, and Dane, 
before he goes farther west, and he will hardly fail to find ‘one to 
his mind. A vast’accession to the farting population of the dis- 
trict may be expected as soon as these erroneous impressions are 
removed. Its prairies and openings ‘will be laid outinto'farms,  ,. 
whose owners will enrich themselves from the products of the fer- _ 
tile soul. Its hills and vallies will be dotted with ruralhomes, 
adding new beauty to the charms of nature ;' and its solitudes will 
be made glad by the stir of happy and successful industry. = — |



_ “Under this’héad, I will’present a brief notice of the prominent 
minerals of the lead district, and the processes by which those of 
them ‘which aré ‘valuable’may be prépared for use. For want ot 
such accurate knowledge, mineral resources often remain unknown, 
or if known, undeveloped and useless. 828 tit 7 

| a SULPHURET oF Leap.—Ga ena. a 

_ This is the ore from which most of the lead of commerce is de- 
rived. It is of bluish gray color, with a shining metallic lustre, 

_ sometimes splendent. Cleavage generally perfect, cubic, occa- 
sionally’ found fibrous and granular. In many localities the crys: 
tals are very perfect and beautiful. They are generally cubes, 
called by the miners “cogs.” These are sometimes elongated, so 
as to form right square prisims, or the edges and corners truncated, 
forming ‘octahedrons, and dodecahedrons. The ore is generally 
reduced ‘in blast furnaces, and the lead is run into moulds, form- 
ing bars of about 70 pounds weight, called “pigs.” The average 
yield is‘about sixty-eight per cent. we 

For the chemical constituents of this mineral, see the report of | 
Dr. Hays, on galena, at the end of this chapter. 

»., Suremare ov Lwap—Anonesrr, 
“This ore ‘occurs in small quantities.. It is generally: found in | 

/ crystals, nearly transparent, having a vitereous lustre and slight | 
tinge of green. ‘The galeni'is often studded: thickly with these. ] 

 erystals, especially where it Occurs in small cavitie. =
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CaRBoNATE oF Leap. _ ol —- 

This is known as “white mineral” among miners. Itis found — 

massive, having no metallic lustre or appearance. Itis generally 

of a white or light gray color, but 1s somtimes colored darker. It | 

fractures very much like a piece of compact limestone. It con- 

sists, chemically, of the oxide of lead, 85.46, carbonic acid, 16.54. | 

It occurs with the galena, generally in soft ground. Itissome- 

times found in a pulverulent form, coating the galena, and known | 

as “mineral ashes.” It has resulted fromthe decomposition of 

that ore. It is valuable as an ore of lead. About.20 000 pounds - 

were raised at “Brigham’s mine,” near the Blue Mounds, and, 

gmall quantities have been found in many localities: It is some: 

times confounded with sulphate. of baryta, from which it. cay be 

distinguished in the manner I have described in treating of that 

mineral. ee re an ; 

ee --Garpoware or Zine. 0 

_ This ore has very little of.the metallic character in. its, appear: 

ance. Itis massive, assuming sometimes a stalactitic or mamilla- | 

ry form, with a spongious texture; like encrusted moss. It is pop- 
ularly known as. “dry-bone.” _ Its:color varies from white with a, 

pearly lustre, to light brown and green. It, occurs abundantly: in 
yéins, associated with galena, at Mineral Point, .Dodgeville, Mit. 

flin, Franklin, Platteville; Shullsburg, Hazel, Green, and other 

places, _ It is the most valuable ore of zinc known. ‘For. a fuller 

account of this ore, see report of Dr. Havas, and chapter on. “Zine 

— Surpaorer or Zovc—Buuxpe. ane 

This ore of zinc, known as “black-jack,” is verycommon. Itis 

generally massive; color, green, brown, or black; lustre, resinous. 

Frequently in. crystals, disseminated through the vein-stone or the — 

adjacentrock. . Fine erystalized specimens are sometimes mistaken 

for tin ore. For chemical composition, see table of analysis, Thig
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‘Ore has been used: for thé manufacture of ‘metallic. zine, bit it-is.go 

- ‘tauch inferior to the carbonate, or dry-bone,; as to -be used: with 
‘profit only where that ore ‘cannot be obtained. “It may be ground 
nd used asa’'mineral paint 

oe | SULPHURET oF Coppmr, = | oo 

_ This ore is usually of a brass yellow color. It resembles iron 
pytites, but is distinguished from ‘that mineral by being easily cut 

| ‘with a knife, and failing to strike fire with steel. Se 

er CARBONATE oF Copper; : 

Generally of a light green, gray, or blue color; earthy and 

‘massive fibres, with a silky lustre ; sometimes erystalized regular- 
_ Ty, with a vitreous lustre, and deep azure hue. In this last form, 
it, is often mistaken for erystals of colored quartz, atid furnishes 
‘spécimens of rare beauty. The carbonate and sulphuret of cop- 
“per are generally combined. “They ‘occur in veitis, usually: per- 

| “pendicular, in the lower ‘beds of the gray limestone. They have 
: “been wotked at Mineral Point, where they have yielded about 
“15,000,000 pounds of ore. Most of this was smelted in the vicin- 
‘ity, and“ gave from 15 to 20 per cent, of pure copper. No work 
has been done on these veins for several years, and it may be 
“questioned ‘whether’ present indications are ‘sufficiently favorable 
to warrant an ‘extensive outlay. A’small vein; also, hasbeen 
struck in the same rock at McKnight’s copper diggings, section's, 

| ‘town of Wayne, and copper ore has been found near’ Centreville. 
‘Indications of copper have ‘Also been: obsérved ‘iti’ sevétal other 
‘Tocalities.'’ But until ‘further examinations be made, it is imposst- 
‘Die to pronounce upon their value. No discovery ‘of this ore has 
deen made in the same vein with lead, so far’asT am aware. 

cD pn dgoy,— Brown Hamar 
A vbitaty Of this ore’ ia found occasionally, forming: the matiix 

of thé 1444/5. color, brownish yellow; structure'fibrous;'when bro- _ Ken presénting ‘often a ‘amillary surtace.’ It accompatties ‘the
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vein in parallel bands. with clay. When ground, this ore forms 

yellow ochre. Red ochre, known. as iron, rust, is often found in 

immense’ quantities in the veins. It is often followed as an indi- 

cation of a “lead.” Its origin can be traced to the decomposition 

of iron pyrites. | - 4 

SULPHURET OF Iron.—Iron PyRIvTES. _ | 

‘This mineral is found abundantly throughout the mines. It is 

the brilliant substance, called sulphur or “mundic,” It occurs in. 

nearly every form known to the mineralogist, and furnishes speci- 

mens of unsurpassed: beauty. Occasionally the galena is coated 

| over with this substance. . In some cases: the rock near a vein 

seems to have. been broken. Ups and pyrites introduced, cementing 

the mass together into a,kind of breccia. Tho eayities are lined 

srith octahedral. crystals of a bronze.color. This ore. is often mis~ 

taken for gold, from which it is distinguished: by not being malle- 

able. ‘The chemical composition of this ore is BB parts of sulphur, 

45 of iron. it is used for, the manufactu
re of copperas, which is 

prepared from it by. the simple process of leaching and evapora- 

tion, _ It is also-used for the manufacture of alum,, and, sulphuric 

acid... The. increasing demand for these articles confers a high 

importance upon this ore. - 4 we gh a - -_ | 

' Tt decomposes very rapidly, when exposed to; the air. Where 
piles of it have been:thrown out around the mouth ota shaft, the 

‘goluble copperas, formed from its decomposition, is often. washed 

‘down by the ruins, and collected.in, the pools around, where it is 

‘Jeft upon the evaporation of the water. ; In, Mr. Loowzy’s level, 

section 11, town of Benton, a most beautifal illustration of.decom- 

position and. recomposition occurs. A. heavy vein. of pyrites is 

here imbedded. in yery-pure clay.» The level hag been cut through 

this, giving free access to the air. The ore has decomposed, form- 

ing copperas, which'éfiléresces in’ delicaté' ‘¢rystals upon the sides 

of the leyel.. ..A portion. of. the, sulphmr-has,, been left pure, »An- 

-other portion, uniting. with the, oxygen: of the atmosphere, formed — 

sulphuric eid, which, wniting, with the.clay;, produced, the sw,
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phate of alumina, or alum. .All these substances may be seen 
here in the process of formation. N othing can be more instruct- 
ive to. the naturalist, or more interesting to the reflecting mind, 
than the contemplation of these silent mutations of matter, con. stantly going on in the great laboratory of nature, around and be- 
neathus. Oo BF 

: - SULPHATE oF Lime.—Gyrsum. | 

oo ‘This substance has been found : in only oné locality. It oceurs 
at Fairplay, about 60 feet below the surface, in veing traversing a bed of clay. It is white, with a fibrous texture and satin lustre.. 
Owing to its great depth from the surface, the extent of the deposit 
cannot at present be ascertained. It is used as a mineral manure, 
under the name of. “Plaster of Paris ;” and also for taking casts, 
stereotyping, and asa cement. I believe this is the first discov- | 
ery of gypsum yet made in the State, except in the drift, ; 
oe oe a * SurpHaré or Baryra, 6 

| This is the heavy spar of the miner. It is generally of a white 
or yellowish color, vitreous lustre, and so -heavy.as to be often Mis- 
taken for white lead ore. It has even been carried to the furnace 
and tried for lead; and upon failing to yield that metal, the report _ has been circulated that the “white mineral” has been tried and 

_ found worthless. It is however distinguished from that ore by a 
little care. It is softer than the carbonate of lead. It has a glas- 
sy lustre, while that is lustreless and earthy in appearance. The 
lead effervesces with acid; the baryta does not. This spar is 

_ ground and used as white paint, forming Venice White by combi- 
nation with white lead. The article here is of good quality for 
such purpose, and is found in considerable quantities. 

| | Water Livm. 

| Discoveries of this valuable substance have been made in seve-. 
ral localities, which promise to be of value. But Iam not pre- 
pared to report upon them until fuller examinations have been.
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made. It is of great importance ‘that good hydraulic cements 

should be furnished from ‘the rocks of our own State, as we are | 

now making heavy importations of this bulky article from abroad, 

Karly‘ and thorough attention will be devoted to an examination | 

of all rocks, which promise to be useful in this particular. © 

__Burprne Stone. | 

The rocks of this portion of the State furnish excellent material 

for building purposes, but great care is required ‘in making a selec- 

tion, The different layers in the same quarry often vary much in 

their texture and composition, 80 that close ‘discrimination is need- 

ed to obtain such as. will weather alike: In this climate, where 

sudden freezes are so common after winter rains, if a rock is po- 

rous it can hardly escape destruction, however hard aud compact 

it may appear, when taken from the quarry. The water ‘insinu- 

ating itself into the minute pores, expands suddenly by freezing, - 

and bursts it apart. When stone is to be selected for an edifice, 

of any considerable value, especially if designed for public pur- _ 

poses, every precaution should be taken to ascertain thereal qual- 

ity‘of the rock, before it is used. ao For. want of such care many of 

- our public edifices in’ older ‘states are only monuniénts of folly: 

and at this early juncture, while our cities are yet to be built, we 

may take advantage of their experience, 
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REPORT OF DR. HAYES ON THE GALENA OF 

WISCONSIN. | 

The results of assays of seven specimens of galena, as marked 

and numbered by Enwarp Danrzts, Esq, Geologist to the State of 
Wisconsin, are as follows: ) | | 

No.2. East and west vein from Brigham’s, near Blue Mounds. 

—A clean mass of galena. 

One assay ton (2000 lbs.) of this galena, assayed for lead, af- 

forded 1600 lbs. The lead obtained when assayed for silver, less 

1 25-100 oz. silver. | 

No. 8. From anorth and south vein, New Diggings.—Another 

variety of galena. 

One assay ton, assayed for lead, afforded 1628 pounds. The re- 

sult for silver hardly differed from No. 2. oo. 

No.4. From an east and west vein New Diggings.—Another 
form of Galena. | | . 

One assay ton, assayed for lead, afforded 1580 pounds. The 

- proportion of silver was the same as in 3. | 

No. 5. Fibrous galena, from Franklin, supposed to contain 

silver largely.—A sample differing from the last in form. 

~ One assay ton, assayed for lead, afforded 1586 pounds. The 

proportion of silver was nearly the same as in No. 4. 
No. 6. North and south vein, Potosi—Sample differing in form 

from the last. ~ | | 

One assay ton afforded 1680 pounds lead. The result of the 
assay for silver was the same asin the other samples. 

No. 7. East and west vein, Potosii—Another variety of gale- 

na. 
One assay ton afforded 1600 pounds of lead. This lead con- 

tained the same proportion of silver as the last. | 

No. 8. From adry bone sheet, Messersmith’s, near Dodgeville. 

—This sample was somewhat mixed with foreign matter. 
9
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One assay-ton, afforded 1520 pounds of lead. The proportion 
of silver in the lead was the same as in the above. Se 

The analytical trials here given were performed on samples of 
galena, presenting different physical characters, and two of them 

had the colcr, form, and hardness of argentiferous galenas. The 
proportion of silver estimated on the yield of lead, is remarkably 

near the same in the different samples. ‘The silver in this minute 

quantity seems to belong to the galena, whatever may be its form, — 

- and its detection and separation are not easily effected. a | 

The per centage of lead afforded, is that of an assay, and will 
serve as a guide in pointing out what returns should be obtained 
from smelting operations as carefully conducted. 

It will be seen that the ores, after being broken from gangure, 

should produce 1600 pounds of lead, from 2000 pounds of ore, 

were the smelting processes perfect. _ 7 

. Respectfully, ° 

AUG. A. HAYES, 
: Assayer to State of Massachusetts. 

Boston, 20th January, 1854.
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IRON ORE OF DODGE AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES. 

| This deposit of ‘iron ore consists of a bed of great horizontal ex- 
tent, included between layers of limestone above, and a bed of 

clay, underlain by limestone, below. It presents an occasional 

-  out-crop along a distance of fourteen miles, and may be traced, 

with frequent interruptions, through the whole distance from Iron 

Ridge, Dodge county, in a south-east direction, to the town of 

Hartford, in Washington county. It varies in thickness from 8 to 

30 feet. It undoubtedly extends over at least ten or twelve square 

miles, constituting one of the most extensive beds of iron ore 
known. It presents every evidence of being an included stratum, 
having a distinct stratification conformable to the rocks above and 
below it. ‘The whole formation of rocks dip slightly towards the 
east. The structure of the ore in place is usually that of small 

flattened nodules, cemented together. By partial decomposition, 

the ore on the surface has been separated into its constituent nod- 

ules, which resemble fiax seed in their size, color, and greasy feel. 

This loose material is called seed ore. Occasional lumps of com- 
pact hematite occur, which seem to be a secondary form of the 7 

ore. The limestone adjoining the bed of ore is frequently diseol- 

ored by it, and crystals of hematite occur, lining its cavities. True 

analyses have been made of this ore, the detail of which I have 
not by me at this moment. They prove it to contain about 50 per 

cent. of iron, combined with alumina, silica, manganese, &c.— 

This per centage is eminently favorable, as any addition of iron 

beyond 60 per cent. diminishes the working value of the ore, ex- 

cept for transportation. The combination is such in this case that 

the ore reduces readily, without the necessity of any flux except
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the accompanying clay. ‘he experiments recently made upon 
the quality of the metal produced prove it equal in toughness to 
the best American iron. Two companies have been organized to 

work this ore—the North-Western Iron Company, and the Hart- 

ford Iron Company. ‘The North-Western Company have now 

in operation a steam blast furnace at Ironr Ridge, capable of | 

producing from six to eight tons of pig iron per day. They con- 

template erecting two furnaces, of a superior capacity to this, at 

| the same place. JI am informed by Caartes Burcuarn, Hsq., of - 

Waukesha, an active member of the company, that pig iron can 

be produced at these works cheaper than at any furnace in Ameri- 

ca. The ore delivered at the furnace costs only fifty cents per 

ton. The immense forests amid which it is located furnish abun- 

dant fuel, while its peculiar composition renders it very cheaply _ 

reduced. | | | 

Not a single furnace for the manufacture of pig iron exists west 

of Indiana, except at Iron Ridge. The demand for this material | 

is very great, and is constantly increasing. This deposit of ore is 

practically inexhaustible, and when extensive works are erected 

upon it, a source of wealth, whosegvalue can scarcely be over- 

rated, will be developed. - 
Of the operations of the Hartford Company, I have no definite 

information at hand. -Among its principals, however, are num- 

bered Byron Kizsourn and Hiram Barssr, Esqs., whose connec- | 

tion with such an enterprise entitles it to the confidence of the 

public. 

The works of the North-Western Company have been placed 

, under the superintendence of James Towrr, an Iron Master of 

great skill and large experience. | | 

This brief notice is given here merely to call attention to the 

value of this deposit of ore. The examinations upon which it is 

based were made two years ago, with the exception of a hasty 

reconnoisance the present season. | 

A thorough survey of the iron district will be made at an early | 

day, and presented in a future report. . | -



COMMUNICATION OF H. A. TENNEY: | 

Oo | Mantson, December, 1858. 

Prof. E. Danters, State Geologist : : | . 
~ Srr.—In compliance with your instructions I herewith forward 

a brief preliminaty report upon the general physical features, soil, 

scenery, and some of the most characteristic features of the geo- 

logical district surveyed during the past season, embracing the 

- gouth-western counties of the state. 

_ A description of so large a district, and in so brief a space as 

this communication, it is but proper to premise, must be taken for 

what it@urports to be—a general one—not applicable always to 
particular localities, but to the country as a whole, and even then 

is to be received with some grains of allowance. | o 
There is a great degree of uniformity in the general appearance 

and contour of the surface of the district. Its most striking fea- 
tures are its broad prairies and woodlands, steep and high ridges, 

contracted and deep ravines and gorges, and mounds towering far 

above the general surface. The summit level of the highlands is 

nearly uniform, averaging, apparently, about five hundred feet 

‘above the Mississippi river; and, from the many abrupt slopes, 

narrowness of the ridges, and rapid descent of ravines and water- 

courses, the drainage throughout is both speedy and complete.
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The channels of the rivulets and rivers have uniformly sharp 

and angular outlines, strikingly different from the valleys of streams ~ 

in the middle and eastern portions of the state, and characteristic 

of the hard and flinty deposites through which they have been 
excavated. Their walls or banks are always abrupt—often verti- 

cal, and of great height. There are no broad bottoms or alluvi- 
ons, or large level tracts of upland—neither marshes, lakes, or any 

marks indicating their’ recent existence. The surface is every 

where too high and rolling to admit the existence of standing or 

stagnant water. The hills and ridges have a determinate shape 
and order of arrangement, in marked contrast with the irregulari- 

ty and accidental form of the drift hills and ridges elsewhere— 

no traces of which deposite are found in any portion of the dis- 

trict under consideration. . It must not, hence, be inferred that it 

is, in the common sense of the term, rough or broken. On the 

contrary, seven-cights of the surface might be advantageously cul- 
tivated. Springs are abundant, and wood and water generally 

diffused, so that there are but few obstacles to successful agricul- 

ture. | 
. The surface soil of the prairies is generally a vegetable mold; 

but clay predominates in the timbered tracts. A sub-soil of clay 

every where prevails. In the absence of chemical analysis, the 

composition of either can only be inferred; but there can be little 
question that they possess all the elements essential to an enduring 

fertility, and are adapted to the cultivation of every variety of 
crops that flourish in a temperate climate. A heavy deposite of 
clay, of variable thickness from five to fifty feet, covers the stra- 
tified rocks, concealing them from view, except in the vertical 
grooves made by water courses, and upon the slopes of occasional 

declivities, which have a naked and barren appearance, contrast- 

ed with surrounding evidences of fertility. Itseems probable, 

from examination, that the materials of this deposit were derived _ 

from the decomposition of the rocks whose place it occupies, and 

that it was of fresh water origin. | | | | 
| All the lower lands of the district are covered with a rank
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growth of vegetation, and for numberless ages have been eurich 

ed by its annual decay. Every rain transports fertilizing ele- 

ments from the higher to lower levels, perpetually adding to the 

productive qualities of the soil, which, in the common course of 

cultivation can never become greatly impoverished ; and even in 

the absence of all manuring, must long yield a profitable return 

. to industry judiciously applied. 

| The rock formations throughout the district retain their original - 

and nearly horizontal position, undisturbed since their deposition 

by any apparent violent elevating or upheaving. force; and, on | 

examination, exhibit a continuity easily traceable in every portion 

of it. Yet that such forces have at one period operated with con- 

siderable intensity, is evident from the present ‘configuration of 

the surface. The deposites have all, to a greater or less extent, 

been fractured, and in directions usually corresponding with the | 

cardinal points; and the fissures thus created have manifestly de- 

termined the course of ravines and channels of water courses. 

Every portion of the district exhibits evidence of long contin- 

ned abrasion and denudation. ‘The immensity of the change 

_ thus wrought, is most strikingly demonstrated upon examination 

of the present condition, form, and structure of the principal 

mounds. These ancient land-marks of the olden world are the 

most prominent and picturesque objects in the scenery of the 

state—monuments of ages of change and revolution anterior to 

the creation of existing organisms—and which, from some peculi- , 

arity of texture and composition, or. from having been original 

centres of elevation, have withstood the ravages of time and tem- 

pests, while surrounding rocks have crumbled to dust, and their 

materials been removed to distant and lower levels. 

a The height of these mounds varies from six to twelve hundred 

feet above the level of the Mississippi river. On ascending them 

the several strata found, lie above, and differ essentially from, the 

, common surface rock of the district ; and, at about corresponding 

levels, are identical in color and texture, order of superposition, 

chemical composition, and fossil contents. — Although now 80
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widely detached and apparently isolated, this arrangement of stra- 
ta furnishes undoubted evidence of their former continuity over 
all the intervening country; and, as there has been no local ele- 
vation, the conclusion is inevitable that from three to five hun- 
dred feet in vertical depth of the former surface deposits have 
been broken up and carried away. Had it not been for such im- 
mense changes, or had the drift formation so widely diffused else- | 

_ where over the state, covered the district, the metalliferous treas- 
ures of the lower formations must have ever remained hidden or 
to a great extent unavailable. | 

Extended and magnificent views of the scenery of the south- 
west may be had from the summits of all these elevations, as each 
one overlooks a large district of country. The western peak — 
of the Blue Mounds, however, from its greater height, affords the 
most extended and complete prospect in the state, if not in the 
north-west. Standing on this point, over a thousand feet above the 
adjacent Wisconsin river, and five hundred above the general 
summit level of the surrounding country, a charming and diversi- | 
fied view of western scenery is spread out to the spectator,embra- _ 
cing, with a clear sky, an area exceeding one hundred milesin . 
diameter. The boundaries of this view southward, are the 
high hills and bold peaks of Illinois; and farther west and low 

_ down upon the horizon, the ridges back of Galena, and Sherald’s 
Mound in Towa, about seventy miles distant. The view westward 
is bounded by the bold bluffs of the Mississippi backed by the 
wooded heights of Iowa, extending narthward full sixty miles,— 
North is seen the dividing ridge between the Kickapoo, Pine, and 
Baraboo rivers, Bear, Honey, and other creeks, and the valleys of 
the LaCrosse and Lemenwoir. And eastward the eye loses itself 
amidst forests and prairies stretching away to the limits of vision, 
and blending with the light haze and deep blue of the atmosphere. 

The filling in of thisimmense picture is as gorgeous as the frame. 
work is vast and magnificent, Radiating from the highlands, and 
traceable by lines of forest, are seen the valleys of Sugar River, 
the Pecatonica, Galena, Platte, Grant, Blue, and Wisconsin rive
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ers, as also those of the Wyoming, Otter, Blue Mounds, and Black 

Earth creeks. The three Platte Mounds, although near forty | 

miles distant, appear as near neighbors in the landscape—while 

Sinsinawa, some thirty miles further, marks the south western lim- 

its of the state. Bold and rngged highlands, and deep, dark gor- 

ges define the valleys of streams flowing from the southward into the 

| Wisconsin ; and numberless dells and jagged peaks mark the embou- 

: chures of streams coming in from ‘the north. The bluffs of the 

- Baraboo, six hundred and ninety feet in height, stand out in relief 

against a back ground of forest and prairie, presenting a pecu- 

liarly rugged and picturesque landscape. Innumerable groves 

dot the surface of the prairies which in the summer season appear 

like seas of waving grass—sometimes in long and wavy lines—now 

dark and dense—now light and fleecy, through the distant open- 

ingsof which appear the dim outlines of villages, or the light 

smoke of the lead furnace. But all mere description is tame in 

comparison with the real beauty and grandeur of such scenery. 

The ascent to all the mounds is quite easy. ~ An almost insensi- 

ble rise of many miles terminates at the base, and though their 

sides are broken and abrupt, there is little practical difficulty in 

gaining their summits. They are usually covered with groves or 

thickets, which have gained a foot-hold since the commencement 

of settlements, and the suppression of the annual fires. The same . 

remark is equally applicable to most of the timbered lands of the 

district. They have grown up within the memory of the earliest 

settlers; and, with proper caution, no reason exists why within a 

few years, it may not become a, well timbered country. 

Mining is at present the absorbing interest of the district ; but 

agriculture is steadily gaining in importance. The uncertainties 

of mining throw a charm about it not possessed by other industrial 

pursuits. Perseverance and hope are essential to the successful 

prospector. Years of patient toil have to be balanced against the 

~ chanceof sudden wealth. The work though severe, is not thought 

unhealthy, as custom limits the hours of labor below that of other. © 

pursuits. Taken as a whole, the occupation pays as well, and it



74 | 

may be better than other industrial avocations. It necessarily leads 
to habits of close observation, and the fact is now well understood 

| that the discovery of large mineral deposites is not often » matter 
of chance—that the lodes have not an accidental arrangement, - 
but have resulted from a law general in its operation, and which 

| may in time be ascertained and comprehended. | | 
There is no portion of the west more attractive than the mining 

country. In climate, health, and capacities for material profit, it 
is no where excelled. Its home markets have always been good, 
and it will soon enjoy the facilities of a ready and cheap transit — 
for surplus productions. It is believed there is no exaggeration in 
the prediction that it is destined to become the wealthiest portion 
of the state. : | | 

: Respectfully submitted, 

| a H. A. TENNEY. © 

| ,
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| CIRCULAR OF THE STATE GEOLOGIST. 

- The following circular was issued soon after my appointment.— 

It has been responded to by many public spirited citizens, and I 

most eaanestly entreat attention to the matter of which it treats : 

| CIRCULAR OF THE STATE GEOLOGIST. : | 

FreLtow crrizens:—Having been commissioned to execute the 

Geological survey recently authorized by the Legislature, I ven- 

ture to invite your co-operation. The objects of this survey are 

to ascertain the character, position, thickness and horizontal extent 

of the various beds of rock, which occur in our State. To discov- 

er the location, quality, mode of occurrence, and amount of all 

valuable mineral snbstances ; to analyze the soil in various localities 

with a view to test its agricultural capacities, and determine its 

proper uses, and the best means of improving it. And, in general 

terms, to collect and arrange, all knowledge that can be obtained 

of the physical resources of Wisconsin. a . 

_ By this means, our own citizens, and the world at large will be 

- furnished with reliable information concerning ournatural endow- 
ments as a State. The dissemination of such. knowledge will in- 

' _-yite population, hasten the development of our known resources of 

. wealth, and atthe same time open up new mineral treasures, as 7 

yet undiscovered. In this way, every citizen is to be a sharer in 

the substantial benefits of the survey, and has a direct interest in 

its successful prosecution. - | : 

- The sum of money appropriated to this work, though probably 

as large as the financial condition of a State so young as ourswould
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warrant, is small when compared with the labor to be performed. 
This deficiency, however, must be balanced so far as possible, by 
judicious management, and such voluntary assistance as the intel- 
ligence and patriotism of the citizens at large may prompt them | 
to render. With the limited means at our disposal, it rests with 
you, to a great extent, to decide how much shall be accomplished. 
To give a profitable direction to any co-operative efforts which — 

may be made, I offer afew practical suggestions, of the highest 
importance to the interests which we propose to advance, by a Ge- 

ological survey. | | 
Ist. Observe the character of the rocks, if any are exposed in : 

your vicinity, whether they are arranged in layers, (stratified) or 

occur in irregular masses; (unstratified) whether they contain any 
curious petrifactions, or shapes of animals or plants in stone. 

2d. Ifthere are different beds of rock lying one above the oth- 
er, assandstone, limestone, &c., note their thickness, extent upon | 

the surface, and order of ‘superposition. Oo 

8d. In excavations for railroads, canals, sinking shafts for wells, 

mining, &c., preserve specimens of the rocks, clays, soils, &c., of 

every foot in depth, and take careful minutes in writing, of the 
order in which they occur. : ae 

_* Ath. . Collect specimens of all rocks, clays, marls, peats, and all 

_ soils remarkable either for productiv eness or sterility in your vi- 

cinity. These should be fair average specimens, andsuchaswould 

. afford by analysis, a test of the composition of the entire mass 
from which they are taken. 

5th. Carefully preserve all petrifactions, and all bones, teeth, 

tusks, or other remains of animals found in the soils, clays, gravels 

or elsewhere. | : Fs 
6th. If beds of limestone, fit for marble; grindstone quarries; 

sand, which might be used for glass, &c.; clay for pottery ; metal- 
lic ores; or any mineral substance, which in your opinion, might 
be valuable, occurs, collect and forward specimens of each kind. © 

7th. Where veins of ore are being worked, (in the “lead re. 

gion particularly,) notice their length, direction, increase and.dim-
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Inution in thickness, as they traverse the rock, depth below the 

surface, and product of ore. Accurate drawings of particular 
veins which can be prepared easily by the practical miner, as he : 

works them out, would be of great value. | | 

8th. Note such facts as have, or may come under your observa- 
tion, which seem to prove that lead has been formed at recent pe- 

riods, and is stillslowly accumulating. - 

9th. Will the owners of all works for the reduction of ores, 

furnish a statement of the amount of ore worked, costs and meth- 
od of reduction, and pure metal produced within the year. 

10th. In general, collect all specimens, and facts, which in your 

opinion will be interesting or useful to be generally known. 

Specimens of rock or ores should be about 4 inches square.— 
Petrifactions should be sent whole, whatever may be their size; if 

broken in extracting from the rocks, carefully preserve -the frag 

ments. Soils may be put up in four ounce vials. Each specimen 
should be wrapped in paper by itself with a label, stating its pre- 

cise locality, written with ink. When thus prepared, specimens _ 

may be forwarded in a box carefully packed, to the State Geolo- 

gist, Madison, in care of the Governor. They may be sent by 
the member elect from each assembly district, who will no doubt 

see to their safe delivery as a matter of public interest, or forwarded 

by any other means which may be thought proper. 

All communications may be directed to E. Dantuts, State Ge 
ologist, Madison, where they will be sure to reach me atany — 

time. | 

By following these suggestions, every citizen can render an es- 

sential service to the State, and promote the common interest of its 

people; and at the same time, be acquainting himself with impor- 
tant facts, and contributing to the advancement of sound science. 

To the young men of the State, especially, would I appeal.—. _ 

You have the will and energy, and power to do; you are to live,. 

and take your part in the growing desti: ies of this young common-. 

wealth. Give your ‘aid then to the developement of her resour-
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ces, and the advancement of her material prosperity. Seek out . 
what provisions a bountiful Providence has made for you in her 
fertile soil, on her beautiful surface, and in the treasured depths of 

| her generous bosom. Your patriotism can bring to her no more 

grateful offering ; your energies can be enlisted in no nobler ser- | 

vice. The field operations will occupy several months of the 
year, and will afford excellent opportunities for the instruction of 

such young men as may wish tolearn the practical applications 

of science in this direction. | 

| EDWARD DANIELS, 
| State Geologist. | 

| Manson, April, 20th 1853. a .
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GLOSSARY - 
OF GEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC TERMS. 

- EMPLOYED IN THIS REPORT. 

Anticlinal Agis.—W here the strata dip in opposite directions, like 
| the sides of a roof, the line towards which they rise is called an 

|  anticlinal axis. | | | 
— Arenaccousx—Sandy. , | 

- Boulders.—Rocks which are often found in fragments lying upon 
the surface or loose in the soil, frequently rounded by attrition, 
and generally differing from the underlying beds. They have 

7 been transported from distant localities: | a 
Llack Jack.—Sulphuret of:zine, oO 
Breccia.—A. rock composed of angular fragments cemented to- 
gether. Se | 

Conformabie.—W hen strata are arranged parallel to each other, 
| like the leaves of a book, they are said to be conformable. 

Crop Out.—The emergence of a rock at the surface, lying in place 
-—as where the strata have been worn through by a stream, their 

. edges will crop out upon either side of the valley. | 
— Crystalline-—An. assemblage of imperfectly detined crystals, like 

- loaf sugar and white marble. | 
| Calcareous.—Composed principally of lime. 

_ Coral.—A hard calcareous secretion formed by certain marine 
| animals; | a 

| Champion Lode.—The principal lode of a group of veins. 
) Com#<—Ehe parallel arrangement of the ores and vein-stones in a 

_ lode. - | | — | : | 
Cap, or Cap Lock.—The layer of rock which covers an’ opening 

7 or expansion of the lead-bearing fissures. a | | 
- Cotemporaneous.—Of the same ages . : Co
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, Be | —_ 
Drift.—Deposits of boulders, gravel and sand, which are found , 

spread over the surface of the rocks, supposed to have been dis- 

persed from the northward by the action of waves and icebergs, | 

Dip.—Where strata are not horizontal, the direction in which they. 

sink is called the direction ot their dip. | 

— Formaiion.—. group of rocks having’ a common origin. : 

Fossils.—Vhe remains of animals and plants found buried in the 

earth or enclosed in rocks. When the organic matter has been 

replaced by mineral substances, they are called petrifactions. . 

Fossiliferous.—Coniaining fossils. , — 

Float Mineral.—A. term used in the mines to describe the loose © 
ore which has been left by the wearing away of the rocks. - | 

Fuult-—A. dislocation of the strata, so that the layers of rock up-_ 
on one side of a fissure have slidden past those corresponding to. 

them on the other, | ee | | 
P qt a . 

(falena.—-An ore composed of lead and sulphur. _ | a 

Geology.—A science which has for its object to investigate the — 

structure of the earth, the materials of which it is composed, the 

order in which these are arranged, and the action of those oreat 

natural canses which have produced and are still producing 

changes upon its surface. Kconomical Geology applies those 7 

facts to the useful purposes of hte. : | 

Granite-—An unstratified rock composed principally of quartz, 

feld-spar and mica. - a . 

Ground.—In mining, the rock through which the veins are work- 

| ed is called ground. Dead or barren ground is suchas yields 

no ore upon working. | - OF 
| ey | - | 

Tlornstone.—A silicious mineral, resembling flint in its characters. © 

Hade.—The deviation of a descending vein froma perpehdicular. | 

line, is called its hade or underline. | a 

Tleave.—See Facry. | ; | oe, | 

Tgneous.—Yormed by the action of fire. a ee | 

Lamine.—The thin layers into which strata are often divided, | - 

Toam.— mixture of sandand clay, | 

: Lode.—A. productive metalliferons vein. Oo



. Matriz.—Those substances included within the walls of a metal- 

bearing fissure, and accompanying the ore, are called the mat- . 

_-——rix of the ore; sometimes, also, the gangue or vein-stones. 

Mammillary.—Studded with small segments of spheres, like the 

swell of the breasts. | | me 
-Mineral—This term includes in its proper signification all sub- - 

- stances whieh do not belong to the animal or vegetable kingdom 
—even air and water are minerals. _ 

 Mineralogy.The science which treats of the nature and classifica- 

tion of minerals, : | | 

Mastodon.—A class of extinct animals, allied to the elephant. 

— Nodule.-—A rounded irreguiar shaped lump or mass. 
Nucleaus.—The central point around which the matter of a nodule 

is arranged. | | 

| a @ : 

Outlier.—Hills or ridges of rock strata occurring some distance 
from the general mas3 cf the formations to which they belong. 

They have been caused by the wearing away of the strata which 

- once connected them with the main mass of ‘the formation. 

+ Owide.—A. combination of oxygen with another substance. 
Oolite.—A rock composed of small rounded particles, resembling 

petrified fish spawn. | | | 
Opening. —The expansion of a crevice forming a cave ; or a large 

“extent of soft ground, often containing large quantities of ore. 

Rock.—All beds of mineral matter, whether of sand, clay, or 

| firmly aggregated masses, are called rocks. : 

Shale.—Hardened clay, usually divided into thin lamine. 
Stalactite.—A. concreted deposit hanging from the roof of caves 

like anicicle | | | 

Stalagmite—Crusts formed by the dripping of water upon the 
floor of caves, which holds in solution some mineral substance, : 

The stalactite and stalagmite are formed by the same process, 

‘Strata.—Layers of rock parallel to each other. | | 

 Shaft.—A vertical excavation sunk upon a mineral vein for the 

oe purpose of -reaching its ores or ventilating the mine. 
Segregation —The drawing together of scattered particles to form 

- one mass, :
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_ Strike.-—(Synonymous with the “line of bearing.”) The direction 
in which the edges of the strata crop out. a 

Stratyfication.— Au arrangement of rocks in parallel layers. - 

LIvap ftock.—A. variety of the igneous rocks often found in con- 
| nection with mineral veins, and which has been thrown up from 

below in a melted state like lava. Itis not found inthe mines 
of the Lead District. | | , | 

Lhrow.—Interruption in the usual course of a vein. | 
| re se — 

Veon.—The mineral contents of a vertical or inclined fissure. 
Vetreous.—Resembling glass. a a
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~~. REPORT OF THE. TRUSTEES, .. 

 flon. W. A. Barstow, Governor of the State of Wisconsine : 
- [have the honor of presenting you herewith the Second Annt- al Report of the Trustees of the Wisconsin Institute for the Edu- cation of the Deaf and Dumb. — Re 7 - ‘By order of the Board ot Trustees, | ee FR PHENIX, Steretary. -_ Delevan, January 17,1854. Oo 

The Board in submitting this, their Second Annual Report,would respectfully state that health and general prosperity. have attended the Institution during the past year, for which they feel that re- newed heartfelt acknowledgments are due to the Bounteous Giver 
of all good, — oo os oO : po ae oe OF _ With regard to the present membership of. the Board, the terms of Messrs. W.. Spooner, E. Cheesebro and W. C.. Allen, elected | _ for one year, having expired, the. two latter gentlemen were re- | | appointed by Gov. Farwell, Judge Spooner having declined to : . _ Serve again, Salmon Thomas, Esq., of Darien, was appointed in  his.stead. - ee a
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The Board early felt the importance of securing the services of 

an experienced teacher to take charge of the Institution as Prin- | 

cipal; and with that view negotiations were opened with several | 

eastern Institutions. Owing, however, to the fact of so many new 

‘Institutions being recently commenced, there seemed an unusual — 

demand for teachers. At length the Board, in November last, se- | 

| cured the assistance of H. N. Hubbell, Esq., formerly of the Ohio — 

Institution, well known as a teacher of great ability, and the ripest 

experience. Mr: Hubbell: was'the foundér and for nearly a quarter 

of a century the only Principal of that noble pioneer Institution 

of the West, located at Columbus. Much to our regret, after a | 

few weeks stay he was compelled by urgent. business matters to 

return, promising however, to use his best endeavors to supply 

the vacancy. At his suggestion, the Board, through him, extended : 

an invitation to Prof. Louis H. Jenkins of the Ohio Institution to 

take his place, the result of which was our present engagement of 

Mr. Jenkins as Principal, and his lady, Mrs. Jenkins, as Matron of 

| the Institution, who have now taken charge of the Institution. . 

Of Mr. Jenkins, it may not be improper to remark that.to an 

excellent moral character and a thorough collegiate education, 

he unites much professional experience with great energy and ex- 

ecutive ability. As.such the Board , deem themselves fortunate in 

securing his valuable assistance, and would cordially commend | 

him to the friends of Deaf-Mute Education every where. | 

The Institute building referred to in our first report as having 

been put under contract, is how nearly completed. It is of brick, 

33 by 44; {two stories, besides the attick and basement; and as 

- goon-as it can be painted’ will be ready for‘oceupation. The Board 

are pleased with the performance of the contract thus far and 

must be allowed to say that when completed the’ building will be,. 

in their opinion, not only creditable to the contractor, Mr. "Thos: 

| Bolles, but an honor tothe cause and the State. It was remarked 

| in our last report that the building contracted for would accom- 

modate, it was thought, thirty or thirty-five pupils. This estimate — 

was made more in reference to the known capacity of buildings.
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intended for common schools than for the education. of.,the deaf 

and dumb. Indeed the Board were.not.at.the time sufficiently. 

conversant: with the wants-of such an. Institution to form .an accu- 

rate estimaté.. With:the assistance of Mr. Jenkins, we have.more 
thoroughly, canvassed the. matter, and: give it as.our deliberate 

opinion that. the jinstitute will be. greatly:in want of further ac- 

_ cotiimodations ‘in. the. way. of buildings before they..can possibly 
be-erected...A very: little-reflection.must serve to satisfy any per- 
son that ‘a. building of the. size of our.present. one, with. the best 

possible, arrangement, would hardly accommodate. even a family 
of. thirty-five, which may be reasonably anticipated by another 
fall, without. devoting any: portion. whatever to school, purposes.— 
But when, in addition to this, it is recollected that the.rooms are 
few: and. large, and that.they could not be arranged with reference 

merely: to the present wants of the Institution, without destroying 
their future usefulness as parts of a grand, harmonious whole; it 

becomes-obvious that an enlargement is preasingly demanded. 
The Board. therefore respectfully ask an appropriation. of five 

thousand. dollars. for the erection of.the east. transverse wing of 

the building, according to the plan adopted by the Board and ap- 
proved by the. Governor. Oe a 

In regard-algo to the: fixtures. for the Institution. A: building, 
indeed, we have, but no more... The building should be supplied 
with needful furniture, the lot fenced, out-buildings erected and a | 

supply of water furnished.. As matters are with reference not only’ 

to'the special wants of the Institution”and. its unfortunate inmates, 

but the. demands and activities of the: age, as well as the present 
| prevailing prosperity of our State, the Board feel that any further 

argument on. this point would be needless. We therefore respect- 
| fully request an appropriation of twenty five huadred dollars for 

the above objects. Oo ae 

According to the. table of accounts allowed by the Trustees, and 
the reports of the Principal and Treasurer, herewith submitted, it. 

will be seen that the appropriations made for the support of the
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school, and the construction of a ,building have been fully, and it 

is believed economically applied. a : 

By the report of the Principal it appears that the number: of 

scholars has been increased the past season from eight, the num- 

ber in attendance at the date of our last report, to fourteen, and 

that an additional teacher has been employed. Of the deaf mutes 

in our State who are of proper age to attend school there is stilla 

large proportion as yet unprovided for, whom we have not been 

able to reach. But could we have gathered them all in, the 

means and accommodations at our command would have been 

wholly inadequate. For the coming year your Board would re- 

spectfully ask an appropriation of twenty-five hundred. dollars for 

the support of the school = Be | 
| In regard to the general subject of deaf-mute instruction,the Board | 

would remark that there are few matters connected with education 

in the present age that more strikingly illustrate modern progress 
andsuperiority. From a very small beginning, and a recent date, 

it has grown and improved until it embraces in its circle of influ-— 

ence every civilized nation ; and thousands of otherwise benighted, _ 

miserable unfortunates have enjoyed its privilegés. To them as 

to us, the blessed light of civilization has come, with us they hay 
shared in the improvements and the innumerable triumphs of art. 
But there are many yet untaught, to whom the next few years are 
all important, for whom if ought is done, it must be done quick- — 

ly. Yet so many and pressing are the demands upon the time and | 
attention of our people thatit seems difficult to arouse even those | 

most nearly [interested to the importance of deaf-mute instruction. | 

Believing this to be indispensable, the Board have instructed our | 
Principal to present the subject to the people through the medium 

of public exhibitions, which it is proposed to hold as soon as prac- _ 
ticable in different parts of our State. a a | 

a Respectfully submitted, | | 

| ne , H. HUNT, President. 
F. K. PHOENIX, Secretory, = ss



~ REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL. 

To the Trustees of the Wisconsin Institute | 
| For the Education of the Deaf ond Durb. 

~ Gentiemen :—<As the year has now closed , and with it the duties 

and responsibilities of my office as Prinsipal of the Institnte, it is 
* due to yourselves that I should make herewith my _ 

| a Oo REPORT. ~ 7 . 

The duties required of me were not very well defined, but as 

far as I could learn them, from yourselves and from your former : 

Principal, they were : to hold: correspondence abroad over the 

State as touching the interests of the Institution ; invite in pupils; 

receive those that should come for instruction ; provide for them 

suitable places for board; see that they were kindly treated; visit — 
the school ; provide books, maps and other fixtures needed, at the 
call of the teacher, &c.; and to do all with a due regard to econo- 
my. All this, gentlemen, has been done. I found the eight pu- | 

pils, as mentioned in your first report, boarding in different fami- 

lies in our village; and owing to their former habits of being 
indulged. on account of their misfortune, they seemed, at times,
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restless and discontented. From the difficulty of communicating 
with them, it was often very embarrassing and perplexing to the 

families where they boarded. As new ones were coming in, and 
others expected from time to time, it was judged best, as soon as _ 
the way could be prepared, to have them, together with the teach- 

er, board under one roof. This plan seemed the more advisable, 

also, in giving greater facilities to the pupils in the pursuit of their 

studies. The plan therefore, with your consent, was adopted.— 

A. suitable -houge ‘wag obtainedi;: a small family with whom to 

board was secured ; furniture and provisions were' provided, with 

which to make a beginning; and all were together about the mid- 

dle of May. During the,remainder of the summer term, until 
the vacation commenced, things moved: on as well as could be 

expected from this new beginning. It became necessary, also, to 
hire an assistant teacher; -which.-was done at: a, very-reasonable 

compensation. = 9 , 

At: the commencement of the second term, about the middle. of 

September, it was judged expedient to make some changes. We 

secured another teacher in the room of ‘the late assistant; and, . 
, also, a more appropriate housekeeper. Since then, the boarding 

establishment has moved on very encouragingly as well as very 

economically. Six new pupils have. been added to the eight. 

making in all fourteen. All seem contented, joyous and happy, 

| And, from a tolerably correct estimate I have been enabled to 
make of the expenses to the Institution in the boarding depart- 
ment, there will be a saving to. the Board, in ‘the last sixteen 
weeks, of more than one hundred dollars over the old plan. This 
includes rent, provisions, tuel, lights, hired’ help, &c., &e. And 
this overplus together with what was saved during the last term, 
it is believed, will more than pay for the expenses of stoves, fur- 

niture, and a cow. I take my leave, therefore, of you with some 
degree of satisfaction so’far as economy is concerned. | | 

_ My intercourse with yourselves from time to time, as well as 
with the teachers, has been harmonious and pleasant. And my 
feeling of sympathy in behalf of the pupils has greatly increased.
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A brighter groupe of children can scarcely be found among the 

same number of those who are blessed with the gifts and happi- 

ness both of speech and sound. Well may our State afford to 

provide generously for the welfare of this constantly increasing clas 
of our unfortunate fellow-beings. - 

And, now, in conelusion, let me say, I congratulate the Board 

in having secured so able and experienced a teacher and Princi- 

pal, in the person of L. H. Jenkins. Under his direction and 

superintendence, with !the’ gériéroys‘and; timely appropriations of 

- our State Legislature, together with the smiles and benedictions of 
| our kind Heavenly Father, I shall anticipate for your Institution, 

continued and abundant prosperity. | 

Ss Very Respectfully, 
rg ae -._L, FOOTE.



ss LIST OF PUPILS. ©” 

Names. 3. Town, — County. 

Aridna P. Cheesebro, Darien, — Walworth. | 
Austin Churchill, Waukesha, — Waukesha. 
James A. Dudley, Darien, os co 
Washington Farrer, Summerville, . Rock. 

Betsey Hews, | Eagle, Waukesha. 
Charles Hews, | “¢ Ce 

Abram Hews, |  « a « 

Helen Hews, : a co 6c 

Thomas Jones, | Genesee, Walworth. | 
Clarissa B. Kingman, - Delevan, — 6 
Albert Price, oe La Fayette | c 
John Rolfe, a Albany, _ Green. SO 
James Taylor, | Mt. Pleasant, Racine. - 
George Taylor, _ | an | Os 

| 4 | |



., TABLE OF ACCOUNTS | 
Allowed by the Board of. Frustees, from: their.organization up to 

SS Teurwcry 20th, ABBA 
. E. B. Gates, furniture, - mae a ‘60 43 

_ -H. Hunt, wood, rent, postage,and sand, - . - | ...65 58 
- ‘J. R. Bradway, wood, and salary as principal. © -{| 51 59 

L. Lloyd, wood, = oe wee 8 
F. K.:Phenix, stove, postage, and-wood, - - -4|.. 54 24 
‘Mr. Farrington, labor,. -. §-- eo 1 25 
-G. James, wood, - - - - 2 25 

_ Mrs. Tater, board, - . + - - 37 15 
E. Cheesebro, provisions, - - -— - 4. 84 
John A. Mills, teacher, - ~~ - - - 350 00 
E. R. & F. A. Utter, printing, _ - - - 1 25 
S. C. Kelsey, plans, - - - - 60 00 
H. P. Peet, plans and books, - - - - 5 00 
8.8. Barlow, traveling expenses, - - - 21 50 

-  _‘Thos. Bolles & T. D. ‘Thounas, on contract for building,| 1900 00 
Mrs. O. Barlow, board, - _ - - 30 87 
Mrs. J. Stewart, board, - - - -| 50 68 
©. McKee, merch., - - - - 21 19 | 
iE. Youngs, board, — - - - - - 84 63 
P. M. Keeler, team work, - - - - 5 22 
Messrs. Safford, meat bill, —- - - et 9 28 
J.B. Markham, merch., - - - 21 67 
T. D. Thomas, cc - - - 14 92 

| T. Bolles, — © - - 2 35 
J. 8. Dilley, groceries, - -— - - 31 12 

7 Mrs. Matteson, board and bedding, - - 25 26. 
A. H. Taggart, books, merch., and sand, = - - 29 94 
Larnard & Bailey, merch., . - - 43 30 
L. Foote, salary as principal, and sundries, - - 182 ‘74 
WJ, Brig, wages and sundries, = - - | 838 14
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TABLE OF ACCOUNTS—Continued. | 

D. McLean, board, - os - - 30 21 

R. Williams, repairs, - - = - - 2 75 

J. B. Rowley, groceries,  - - - - L 75 
W.O. Allen, stoves and furniture, - - -{| 10 00 , 

Ward & Bradt, merch.,  - - - -_ 1 57 

Messrs. Wells, 1 large barrel, - - - - 1 50 

D. 8. Hollinshead, potatoes, ee - 9 00 | 

Mrs. O’Connor, washing; 9- (fcr ce ot ae? 4A 37 

S. Tilden, furniture, 9 <> - 0 18 93 

J. W. Case, flour and meal, - - - -| F007 . 

L. H. Jenkins; .salary.as -principal, traveling. expenses,) © .-\ | 
and incidental, -... - .. - »~ - =| 150 82 

W. P. Flanders, stove and hardware, = - . 29 98 

‘Mr. Kingman, express charges, = - =) =] 2.50 
‘Exchange on draft, See a a Pot AD 

‘Mr. & Mrs. Kimball, services, 0-2 wf 64 BO 

: L. H. Jenkins, steward.of institution, for support of thel sot ye 

-gchool, - 7 2 oe tet ap LOT 68 

L. H. Jenkins, for arrearages and contingent éxpenses,| 1 200 00 

a : - . | - ~ 1 :§4000 90



| TREASURER’S REPORT. 

The undersigned would respectfully beg leave to report to the 

Board ot Trustees of the Wisconsin Institute for the Education | 

of the Deaf and Dumb, as follews: | 

1853 | Dr. Cr. 
Jan. 31 Received first instalment of fund} 

appropriated for building pur- 
| poses, - - - - - 1000 :00 

_ Mar. 27./Ree’d second instalment building | 
fund, - - - - - ; 1000 00 . 

_ Feb. 10 |Ree’d first appropriation for sup- 
| port of school, - - - 500 00! 

May 7 |\Rec’d second appropriation for the : 
support of school, 1st instalin’t, | 750 00 

Jan. 16 |Rec’d second appropriation for| 
school, - - - - - 750 00 

~ Jan. 31 |Paid out building fund Boll’s con- : 
tract, - - - - | - 900 00 

Feb. Ist [Paid out building fund, do. — - 1000 00 
Jan. 381; “ “ H.P. Peet, sec. order, 60 00 °° 

ne do do exchange, 4d 
— Mar.14) “ “ §.C. Kelsey, sec. order, ~ 60 00 

1854. | : : 
Jan. 20} “ ‘- sundry orders of sec. for 

sy support of school, - - ~ - | 1979 55 

| | $4000 00) $4000 00 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
ee | A. H. TAGGART, 

| : Treasurer. 
January 20th, 1854. :
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OFFICERS 
OF THE WISCONSIN INSTITUTION FOR | THE EDU- 

| _ CATION OF THE BLIND. 

A. HYAT? SMITH— President | | | 
| LYMAN J. BARRO WS—Sceeretary. 

ood, BODWELL DOE— Treasurer. 

7 TRUSTEES. | 
| REV. HIRAM FOOTE, J. BODWELL DOE, 

A. HY ATT SMITH, — J. FE. WILLARD, 
TRA MILTIMORE, | | LEVI ALDEN, 

Vistrive Puysictan—LYMAN J. BARROWS, M. D. 
SUPERINTENDENT—O. B. WOODRUFF. 

| _ Marron—Mrs. C. B. WOODRUFF. 
| Music Tracher—Mrs. ELIZA W ALLS. 

Assistant TeacuER—Miss. MARY A. WEED “7
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES: 

Lo his LHecellency, the Governor of the State of Wesconsin: The Board.of Trustees of the Wisconsin Institute for the educa- | tion of the blind, have the honor herewith to submit their fourth annual | es | 
a REPORT: | 

_ The fourth year of the institution commenced on the first Mon- day of October last.. The present number of pupils in attendance ig thirteen, being an increase of four over the number in our last an- nual report. Their names, ages, residence, place of nativity, num- __ ber of years blindness and date of admission, willbe found inthe ° report of Mr. C. B. Woodruff, Superintendent, which is herewith submitted: _ oe | | Co _ During the past year the trustees have caused to be erected a plain two story frame building, eighteen by twenty-four feet, adjoin- ing the West wing of the main building at an expense not exceeding four hundred dollars, which sum _ has been saved from the contin- gent fund, appropriated by the Legislature, for furnishing the building, erecting out-houses, digging a well, improving the ground, &c., Owing to the increased number of pupils, it was — found necessary to use.the upper story of this building aga dor 
-mitory for the boys. The lower story is used by the pupils as ashop for the manufacturing of brooms and brushes, with a. portion peti! tioned off tor a bathing room. _ so. | a ‘The brief experience we have had in the Mechanical and Han-



dicraft department, both male and female, serves but to strengthen 

our convictions of its present and prospective advantages to the - 

pupils and to the institution. Jor the results of this department, # 

we would respectfully call your attention to the report of the Su- 

perintendent. OO 

The sum of twenty-five hundred dollars was appropriated for the 

support of the institution for the year commencing October Ist, 

4833. By the most rigid system of economy the trustees will be © 

enabled to keep within these limits. 

For a statement of the names of the persons in whose favor or- | 

ders have been drawn on the Treasurer of the institution, by or- 

der of the Board of Trustees, for the year ending December 81st, 

1858 5 for what the same were drawn, and the several amounts 

thereof, we respectfully refer you to the report of the Treasurer, 

marked A. which is herewith submitted. oo 

| The outstanding accounts against the institute, not yet audited 

by the Board of Trustees, and the amountof salary due the Su- 

perintendent, Teachers and. Matron for the quarter ending Decem- 

ist, 1853, will be met by the money to be drawn from the State 

Treasury onthe first day of January 1854, under the appropria- 

tion made by the legitlature at its last session. oe | 

- The number of pupils as will be seen above, has been increased. 

from nine to thirteen since our last annual report. a 

The Superintendent has received pledges. from applicants for 

admission, sufficient to make the whole number in attendance the 

ensuing year, twenty, which is the full number the present insti- 

tute building can accommodate; and in fact more, for as will be 

seen above, with our present numberof pupils we are compelled 

 touse a partof the work-shop as a Dormitory. To support and 

properly instruct this increased number of pupils ‘during the year 

eommencing October: Ist, 1854, an appropriation of not less than 

thirty-five hundred ‘dollars will be requisite. -“‘This sum the trus- 

tees hope will be sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses of the 

institution, and to purchase a piano, and other necessary instru- 

ments for the use of the pupils. pe tes kh



_In view of the increased and constantly increasing number of 
the blind in our State, the trustees feel ‘that itis full time that our 
institute buildings were completed, and that unfortunate class 
have adequate opportunities afforded them for education, support 

andthe means of obtaining a livelihood. 

In examining the reports of similar institutions in the Western 
States, we find that the expenses of our institution and the appro- 
priations of our legislature for this charity have been much less, 
though since the establishment of this institution the suggestions of 
its board of trustees have always been liberally and promptly re- 

sponded to by our legislature. We feel solicitous that our own , 

State should contribute her part to this benevolent work, and in 

the discharge of our duties as trustecs, we feel it incumbent on us 
to urge upon the’ benevolence and enlightened liberality of our 

legislature the necessities of this institution until it is placed in a 
condition fully to meet the wants of the blind in our state, and 
made an honor to the chaaitable and munificent character of Wis- 

consin. | 

The Legislature during the year 1850-1 appropriated for buil- 
ding the West wing three thousand dollars. To erect and 

complete the main building and east wing, according to the origi- 

nal plan of John F. Rague, Architect, the trustees estimate will re- 
quire asum of at least twelve thousand dollars, and for this pur- 

pose we respectfully but earnestly recommend that an appropria- 
tion be made by the legislature. : 

The institute for the blind has now been established nearly four 

years, and under the merciful care of Divine Providence contin- 

ues to prosper. | 

During that time no fatal disease has appeared in the institution 

and but two cases of severe sickness. The past year the pupils 

have enjoyed uniform good health. 

In closing this report the trustees take pleasure in recording | 

their testimony to the fidelity and unceasing energy of the Super- :
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intendent in the discharge of the various duties assigned him ; also 
to the excellency of all of the officers connected with the manage- 
ment of the “Interior affairs” of the institution, oe 

os _ Respectfnlly submitted. 
oe Oo A, HY ATT SMITH, 

|  ~ President of Board of Trustees. 
LYMAN J. BARROWS, ; 

an Secretary. ae oo 
Janesville, Dec. 31, 1853. a oo
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WISCCNSIN INSTITUTE FOR THE EDUCATION OF 

| | . THE BLIND. | | 

In account with J. BODWELL DOE, Tréasurer. 

| | DISBURSEMENTS, | 

ORDER. Oo 
No. 7 | | 

114 Cash paid Doolittle and West, Glazing 1 63 
125 | 66 ‘¢- L. Merrill & Son, Hardware 10 45 
136_ “¢ «¢ E. Spear, Provisions for house 7 24 
138 | ce « L. J. Barrows, Medical services 24 00 
139 “ « J.8. Ogilvie, sundries for house 1 78 
140 | | “e “J. F. Morse, Furniture, | 20 OT 

| 141 c  « TH. &. G. Searcliffe, Meat 50 89 
142 “ ‘“ O. W. Norton, Groceries 35 5d 
143 | “ ‘Henry Dutton, Books for institute 20 50 
144 col “c “ Balance of salary as - 

oo Sup’t to January Ist 1853, 43 34 
145 ¢ «Geo: Miltimore, Salary as Steward 

| for quarter ending Dec. 31st, 1852, | 66 67 
146 | *¢ “Jane Miltimore, Salary as Matron| | 

a for the year ending Dec. 31st 1852, —- 838 33 
147 | “© © 'T. Z. Buck, repairs | a 5 50 
148 ¢ John Tompkins, Blacksmithing 4 8T 

— 149 | 6 © RLS. Burdick, Furniture | 3 00 | 
150 ‘s OR. J. Richardson, Hardware , 48 38 

/ 151 | “¢ “ ©. G. Gillett, Groceries | 84 19 
152 | « “ Mrs. L. Walls, salary as Music Tea-|_ - 

7 | cher, for quarter ending Dec. 31, 1852, 62 50 
1538 | « ‘¢ Henry Dutton on salary as Sup’t, 40 00 
1540 co Amer. Ex. Oo. charges on books | 4 25 
155 _ « «Inger Oleson, work in house l 6 00
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DISBURSEMENTS—Continued. | 

3 i | 
156 | Cash paid Cornelia Nelson, work in house 6 25 
157 “ ‘““ Rachel Mikkel, “ “ = « 12 50 158 « «© R. Hill, Blacksmithing 4 07 
159 “© Doe & Cooley, sundries for house | 290 18 
160 «6 ‘Peter Myers, meat 17 51 
161 “c “J. F. Willard, sundries for house | 43825 
162 “ WR. J. Richardson, Hardware | 34 06 
163 | 66 ¢ LL. Merrill & Son, do 72 63 
164 “6 “Henry Dutton, Books for Institute| -5 00 
165 | ‘“ ““ L. Moses, Mat board, &e., 4 50 
166 “¢ “ C. B. Woodruff, expenses visiting 

| institution at the east OO 8d 00 
167 “ “ Henry Dutton, balance of salary 

in full to March 16, 1853, : 64 17 
31 | & ‘Jas. Sutherland, stationery 7 89 
32 “ ‘‘ H. Stevenson, hauling wood 1.00 | 

| 83 | «6 “J. F. Willard, sundries forhouse | 32 94. 
34 se «Fruit trees, &e., | 5.00 
35 “6 “ C. W. Seaver, team hire | 2 75 
37 “c “Mark Hardy, repairs to wagon 3 638 
38 “  'T. B. Wooliscroft, crackers, &c., - 12 62 : 39 “  (, P. King, services as Secretary | 21:00 
40 “J. Mills, in part for 50 cords wood 100 00 

— AD « ‘Rachel Mikkel, work in house _ 16.50 | 
42 “ “Cornelia Nelson, “ “ = «& | 16 50 | 
43 “ “XE. Spears, sundries for house _ | 10 00 
44 “¢ “ O. W. Norton, Groceries [| 88 F1 
45 “ “C0. B. Woodruff, in part for salary| | 

| as principal for the q’r ending June 30, 1853, 25 00 
46 Cash paid Calvin Cushman, 8 dayswork | 3 68 
AT | « “Geo. Miltimore, salary as Steward 
| | for q’r ending April 1, 18538, | 66. 67 | 
48 “6 “ . Jane Miltimore, salary as matron]. | | 

a for q’r ending April Ist, 1853, 33.33 
49 « & Mrs. L. Walls, music teacher | 62 50 
50 «Norwegian, sawing wood 6 5 | 
51 co SLOW, Bowen, butter 5 62 | 
54 66 “ C. G. Gillet, groceries | QT 57 
55 “ Doe & Cooly, sundries for house 78.80 
56 | “ &  Ogivie & Barrows,“ 6 . TAT 
58 “¢ Rachel, Mikkel, work in house . 616 
59 | “c “ Cornelia Nelson, “ “ « | «=©°6 16
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| DISBURSEMENTS—Oontinued. 

| | ES : | 
60 Cash paid J. J. R Pease, Insurance 30 00 
61 “¢ “« 0. W. Dean, broomgcorn 15 00 
62 “¢ “6S. F. Wiliard, sundries for house 12 98 
63 “ ‘ Yurner, machinery for making) — 3 85 
64 - brooms re 7 58 
65 «Norwegian, work about grounds {| 8 38 
67 co DS. FE. Willard, Flour oo, = 4:00 
68 | “  - Geo. Miltimore, services as Stew- 

ard in part  T 46 
72, c . « Ann Brown, work in house . | 6 00 
73 “6 “ Pierce, milk = 9° | 5 88 
4 | & & John Bowen, Butter | 10 18 
75 «< ‘¢ . Spears, butter 11 63 
7 | & &@  K i Strong, Post. Office 3 11 

| TT. “é “ §.H. Alden, ‘“ “ | 6 00 
7 | « co J. F. Willard, flour | 6 00 
9 « “« John F. Pease, music, tuning and 

repairing piano | T 50 
80 ; & ‘Dr. Robinson, Farrier 3 00 
81 | “  & Ogilvie & Barrows sundr’s for house 5 15 

. 82 | «¢ ‘¢ Luther Clark, on contract for buil- 
| ding shop 50 00 

83 « « ©, B. Woodruff contingent expen’s 20 00 
84 “¢ “¢ “ “on acc’t as salr’y as Sup’t 25 00 
86 cc ¢s « .“sund’s & trav’ng expen’s 43 57 
85 “6 ‘¢ Rachel Mikkel, work in house 4 80 | 
87 ¢ 6% Mrs. L. Walls, sal’y as music teach’r 25 00 
88 «c ¢¢ Luther Clark, on con. for building 36, 50 

| 89 | <6 «“ “ “ shop in full | 90 05 
90 6¢ 6 . 66 66 10 52, 

91 ¢¢ - 66 66 66 116 93 

98 cc F, McIlvanna, work on building 24 50 

| 7 $2421 88
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A.—Continued. | 

RECEIPTS, _ — 

1852. , : - | 7 
Dee. 31, Balance in Treasury as per last report, 142 44 

1853. | . 
Jan. 3, By Cash from State Treasurer, | 

(due Oct. 1st, 1852, | 500 00 
1853. | | a 

Jan. 4, By Cash from State Treasurer, - | | 
(due Ist, Jan. 1853,) | 500 00. 1853. | | - 

May 16,, By Cash from State Treasurer, ; 
| (due Ist April 1853, | — 500 00 

Balance due Treasurer | T79 44 | 

| | | $2421 88



REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

To the Board of Trustees of the Wisconsin Institution for the 
es Education of the Blind. - oe 

_GentLemeNn :—In conformity to established usage, I have the 

honor to present you a report of the condition and progress of the 

institute under my charge. And in so doing I shall occupy but 

little space by theorizing, believing that a report of this kind 

should not be burdened by that which 1s directed more to the pop- 

ular eye than to the clear elucidation of the institute affairs; in 

this particular I agree with Mr. Churchman, the distinguished su- 
perintendent of the Indiana institution, who says, “It has frequent- 

ly been urged of late, by the superintendents of some of the other __ 

institutions for the blind, that our annual communications should 

| contain more discussion of topics of general interest connected 

with our common possession, and fewer details of the condition 

and progress of the several establishments from which they issue. 

Now I would not be thought to underrate the value of these dis- 

cussions as a means of developing the true principles of educa- 

tion, applied to the pecwliar objects of our care and instruction ; 
yet I cannot withhold the expression of the opinion, that the pri- 

mary design of the reports of any institution should be to lay be- 

| fore its friends and supporters a full and faithful history of its 

progress in the work assigned it, a strict’ account of the disburse- 
ments of its funds, and a clear exhibit of its future requirements, 
together with suggestions, having direct reference to our own fu: 

| ture policy, as may be deemedimportant,. OO
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Whatever is written more than this must be considered as in- 
cidental to the main object, and written under the supposition 
that our communications may be read by our co-laborers in other 
parts of the country. | 

We write ostensibly for the information of our patrons, those _ 
who are immediately interested in the management and success 
of our respective charges, and not for the edification of each oth- 
eras teachers. Why then should we tax the former with the 
reading of what is especially designed for the latter ? _ | 

The institute has been under my charge about nine months. 
During that time our number has increased from seven to thirteen 
pupils. Therefore you will observe a much greater number has 
beén enabled to enjoy the advantages of an institute, which the 

| state, in its benevolence, has seen fit to establish, 

| The health of the pupils has. been uniformly good during the 

year, with the exception of one young man who was sick two 
weeks in July last. | | | ee 

The deportment of the pupils has been such as merits my en- 
tire approbation, having been attentive, kind, obedient, and dili- | 

gent. a | | | oe | 

The blind seek for knowledge with that avidity of which few 
persons are aware, that have not been connected with them. I. 

find a great eagerness among the blind, to be placed upon an 

equality with the seeing, in respect to obtaining a livelihood. 

. Mechanical establishments attached to institutions, have a ten- _ 

dency to open the way to competence, for those who have hither- 

to been thought unable to do any thing.* | a 

The shop which has been connected- with the institute during 

the past fall, is proving a valuable source of improvement, andI 
might say enjoyment, to the student. - 

The boys take a lively interest in making brooms and brushes. | 

Most of the boys evince much talent in the mechanical depart- 
ment, and I can also say the same-concerning the females in the 

| department of handicraft. St
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Indeed, the little beginning we have made in mechanics, has 
proved beyond a doubt, that a young man who has learned to 
make brooms, baskets, and brushes, taken together with his liter- 

_ ary and musical education, will tread the rugged and perilous 
| path of life with ease and comfort. And when he shall have 

passed through a long and useful lite, he will have the enjoyment 
| of knowing that he has lived to some purpose. | . 

At the recent agricultural fair held in our city, we placed on 
exhibition several articles manufactured at the institute, and had 
the satisfaction to receive four premiums. en 

Few people have any idea of the amount of money that ablind 
person can make after learning the trade of broom making, saying 
nothing of basket or brush making. a 

| If the student raises his own broom-corn, the material for mak- 
ing each broom will cost him not far from five cents, leaving the | 
profit of seven cents on each broom worth one shilling; therefore 
by making fifteen each day he will obtain for his work one dollar 
and five cents per day. There is an inducement held out tothe 

students, both male and female, in the form of over work. A 

regular number of brooms is given to each boy per week. If he 

makes over that number he receivesso much per broom. | 

"With the females, it is arranged in such a manner that we re- 

ceive a certain per cent. of the work done. By this means they 
are induced to work almost continually while out of school ; which. 

is much better for the health and progress of the student, also. 

more profit to the institute, which will be no inconsiderable sum _ 

‘when the shop is fully arranged for brushes as well as brooms. . 

The annexed schedule “A,” shows the names, ages, residence, — 
place of nativity, number of years of blindness, date of admis- 
sion, of the several pupils now in the institution. | 

Schedule “B,” shows cost of implements for broom manufac- | 

ture, material for manufacturing brooms, gain, &c. 

We are just arranging our shop and implements for making 
brushes of all kinds; circumstances having delayed the arrange-
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ments, Ishall not be able to report to youthe cost of implements 
for brush manufacture, &c. We expect to commence: making 

brushes about the second week in January. = os 

The fancy knitting, which consists of tidies, (for chairs,) cake 
covers, fancy baskets, and plain knitting, is taught by Mrs. Eliza 

Walls, teacher inthe musical department, who, it gives me great 
pleasure to say, is a very efficient and persevering teacher. The 

knitting class meets Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings, 

trom six to quarter past seven. | 

Sewing is taught to the females by Miss Mary A. Weed, a teach- 

erin the literary department, who is proving herself an energetic 

and valuable assistant. Time for lessons in sewing,. Monday and 

Tuesday evenings from six to quarter past seven. a | 

The pupils have been required to bathe often, and when the 

bathing room is finished, which is attached to the shop, the pupils 

will be required to bathe twice per week during the summer, and 

once per week during the winter. All arise at the ringing of the 

bell in the morning at six. Family breakfast at quarter to seven ;_ 

pupils at quarter past. Pupils attend singing class from eight to 

nine. At nine the school bell rings; a portion of the scripture is 

read and prayer offered. Then the daily studies are commenced, 

which consist of reading, writing, spelling, geography, composi- | 

tion, elocution, written arithmetic, mental arithmetic, philosophy, : 

grammar, meteorology, and Algebra. Thus it continues until 

twelve o’clock, and from: one until four in the winter, from two 

until five in the summer. There is then a recess of. two hours for 

tea, and exercise, or workingin the shop. From eight to nine in 

the evening, reading, historical, biographical, &c. I find that the 

boys prefer working in the shop to play, whichis an anomaly. - 

IT would suggest to the board the propriety of a law requiring 

the appropriate officers of each town. to obtain the names, ages, 

and post office address of all blind persons within their, respective 

towns, and transfer them to the proper state officer each year. 

By.so doing we gain information of their names and locations. ..
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It is impossible to get anything like a true account from the 
census list, as our state increases so fast in population that many 
blind persons might be in our State during nearly ten years and 

| receive no benefit. For instance, if a blind person is twenty, and 
happens to come into the State a few weeks after the census is 
taken, he cannot be found until nearly ten years after, when he 
may be past the age forimprovement.  —_— a 

_ It is oxpected that when an institute of this kind is opened that 
blind persons in different portions of the State will make all haste . 
to enjoy its advantages. Why do they not? Because many 
might not be informed that an institution of thekind existed in the 
State, let it be ever so flourishing. Many who did know concern- 
ing it would not know its advantages, neither can you hardly con- 
vince them that the blind can do so much. And others have an 

_ idea thatit is an asylum, instead of an institute for education. 
They say they can support their own children. This shows con- _ 

| clusively that many do not know that the institute is designed to 
educate, not merely for the support of the blind. As soon as 

| these things are explained to them, they gladly and cheerfully 
make their way to the institute, as soon as possible. 

The press of this State has ever shown a laudable pride and 
much liberality in advancing the cause of science and benevo- 
lence. The following newspapers have been sent to us regularly 
and gratuitously; for which, in behalf of the pupils, I return 
thanks to the gentlemanly proprietors of the same, to wit : 

| Janesville Gazette, (weekly.) 
; Democratic Standard, “ 

Free Press, « 
. Wisconsin, (daily.) - 

Weekly Sentinel. | | 

State Journal, (weekly.) 
| Beaver Dam Republican, (weekly.) 

And to you, as the board of trustees, I tender my gratefnl 
thanks for the unwearied attention and ene rgy you have mani- 

a
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fested, as co-laborers with me in an enterprise which has for its 

object the alleviation and education of the blind. , 

| Respectfully submitted, 
C. B. WOODRUFF, | 

Superintendent. 

Wisconsin Institute for the Blind, - | 
December 10th, 1853. |



| | | SCHEDULE “A.” 

Showsng the Ne umes, Ages, Residence, and Time of Admission of the several Pupils now in the a 
| | | | Institution. : | : 

| : NAMES. | AGE. | RESIDENCE. | COUNTY. | DATE OF ADMISSION. 

Hliza OC. Bowman, - =f at Delevan, - =; Walworth, -/ Oe6ct. Ist, 1850. | , 
George Ross, - - - | 16. | Johnstown, - - | Rock, . . <4 6¢ 
Oliver Vanzant, - - - 14 | East Troy,  - - if Walworth, - 6 66 

- John Shaler, - - - 20 Fulton, - -  « Rock, - . | GC cc 
_ Frances A. Raleigh, - -} 13 Milwaukee, - -| Milwaukee, - « ‘ | 

Varoline Porter, - = - = - | 15 Hebron, - -{| Jefferson, - | March 20,1851. & Andrew Sivensrude, - -| 98 Ixonia, - - -| co -| Nov. 11th, 1851. | 
Joseph Miller, - - - | 15 Milwaukee, - -j} Milwaukee, - | Oct. 6th, « 
Mary p tegerald, - - -*t 81 se - a 66 -| . 3 ce 

Iucy Randall, - - -| 29 | Hustisford, - — - Dodge, - - /*“Oct. 3rd, 1853. Maria M. Sluter, - - -}| 18 Cottage Grove, - Dane, - - 6c ‘< August Oalee - - -| 13 Milwaukee, - -} Milwaukee, - “18th,
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SCHEDULE “B.” : 

WORK SHOP in account with Institute: | So 

oe ee — Dr. 

To Yewt. broomcorn, - ~~ - - - -| 2100 
‘ wire for winding,- ©. -.. - ~ - 4 50 7 

_ “ twine for sewing ¥ - - - - 1 00 
“ broom handles, - ~~ - - . T 83 
“ fixtuers used for manufacturing, = - - - | 84 67 

a 69 00 
Balance on hand, - mm -1| 6 00 

By 600 brooms, atts, Ss - en a OR, 

It will be seen that the profits arising fron: this department 

have amounted to sufficient. to pay for the fixtures, and leave a. 

small balance, and this, too, in the first three months of its ex~ , 

istence. ee : oo :
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) | REPORT. oe 

| Orrice or Bank CoMPTROLLER, 

oO | _ _Mavroy, Wis., January 31, 1854. 

‘The whole number of Banks doing business under the General 

Banking Law, on Tuesday, January 31st, 1854, was Tweive. The : 

total amount of Circulating Notes issued to such Banks, outstand- 

ing on that day was $593,066 00; for the redemption of which 

securities have been assigned in trust to the State Treasurer, 

amounting in the aggregate to $608,000 00. | 

‘The following is a statement in detail of the securities held’for 

each of said Banks, and the amount of Circulating Notes issued on 

the same, viz: - 

| State Bank, at Madison. - | | 

Georgia State Stock, 6 per cent., — $15,000 00 | 

‘Wisconsin 8 per cent., — 20,000 00 an 

Missouri “ 6 percent., 15,000 00 

- . ——-———-___ $50,000 00 

| Circulation, . . 48,500 00



, 

4: 

Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance | 
Company, at Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin State Stock, 8 per cent., $20,000 00 | «“ “ 7 per cent., 80,000 00 | 
———— $50,000 00 

Circulation, . a 49,995 00 

Bank of Racine, at Racine. . | 

Virginia State Stock, 6 per cent., $5,000 00 | | Missouri “ G percent, 35,000 00 | Tennessee “¢ 6 per cent., 10,000 00 
| : ———— $50,000 00 

| Circulation, , 47,498 00 

7 Ltock River Bank, at Beloit. | 
Virginia State Stock, 6 per cent., — $40,000 00 | 
Kentucky “6 6 percent, . = 5,000 00 
Missouri ‘<6 per cent., 5,000 00 

| ——— $50,000 00 
| | Circulation, . - - 50,000 00 

— City Bank of Kenosha, at Kenosha, a | 
Virginia State Stock, 6 per cent., $25,000 00 | 
Kentucky «“ 6 per cent., 13,000 00 
Georgia <6 GSpercent, 12,000 00 | | 

| ———-— $50,000 00 

Circulation, , . 49,994 00



State Bank of Wisconsin, ot Milwaukee. | | 

Virginia State Stock, 6 per cent., $40,000 00 oo 
Tennessee “6 per cent., 40,000 00 
Kentucky «“ 6 per cent., 6,000 00 : 
Mifsouri ‘6 6 per cent., 48,000 00 

| - ——————- $134,000 00 
| Circulation, . . 131,592 00 

Wisconsin Bank, at Mineral Point. | | 

- Wisconsin State Stock, 7 per cent., $20,000 00 | 
Missouri «i 6 per cent., 20,000 00 
Tennessee “ 6 per cent., 5,000 00 

_ Virginia «“ 6 per cent., 5,000 00 
———— _ $50,000 00 

| _ Circulation, . . 48,997 00 | 

farmers & Miller? Bank, at Milwaukee. 

Kentucky State Stock, 6 per cent., $43,000 00 
Tennessee cc 6 per cent., - 7,000 00 

| | | | ———— $50,000 00 

| Circulation, , , 49,500 00 

Badger State Bank, at Janesville. 

Missouri State Stock, 6 percent, =. . $25,000 00 

a . » Circulation, . - 24,996 00 

Jefferson County Bank, at Watertown. 

Viginia State Stock, ; . . ; $49,000 00 
| Circulation, , 45,000 00
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Oshkosh City Bank, at Oshkosh. © 7 | 

Virginia State Stock, 6 per cent., $15,000 00 ee 

Missouri . “ 6 percent, § 10,000 00 
| | | | | ———— $25,000.00 

_ Circulation, — . . 24,997°00 

| Racine County Bank, at Racine. 

Virginia State Stock, 6 per cent., . . $25,000 00 

Circulation, - . 22,000 00 

| RECAPITULATION. / oe 

‘Wisconsin State Stock 8 per cent., $40,000 00 

« “¢ Tpercent., 50,000 00 a 

: —__—— $90,000 06 
Georgia State Stock, 6 per cent., oe - -- 27,000 00 

Missouri State Stock, 6 per cent., . . 158,000 00 

Tennessee State Stock, 6 per cent., | . . 62,000 00 

Virginia State Stock, 6 per cent., _ , 204,000 00 

Kentucky State Stock, 6 per cent., oe 67,000 00 

| | $608,000 00 

The foregoing statement is made in compliance with the last 

clause of the forty-first section of an Act entitled “An Act to. 

authorize the business of Banking,” approved April 19, 1852. 

, WM. M. DENNIS, 
| | | Bank Comptroller. .
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STATEMENT OF THE CONDITION OF THE BANKS OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, ON MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 1854, 
; ree mn a 

| , “ RESOURCES. . . | LIABILITIES 

| a : | gee BT ng de | gg Te OTtCt:C<‘ia””~*«*Y:C‘‘G$S CC] ee OOO Be | 
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__. | The State Bank, Madison... . . .| $74,356: 52 -, = | $12,331.07 -  'e{ $50,000 00) 0. +. - $14.17t ss| eee | ee | o> + | $10,817 09 | - Os | $9,534 63 | $171,210 78 [880.000 00 {s43,500 00| + - [$49,612 06 |$23,098 72] 171,210 78 
. | Wis, Marine & Fire Ins. Comp. Milw,] 300,741 09 ne "=| $1385 24) 52642 00}  - - -') 48885 82) $3438.96) $8,461 52,” $1,916 39| 68,947 00! $17 00 | 269.617 48| 755,832 50 }100,000 00} 44,911 001 - ~ 182,045 19 '428,876 31) 755,832 50 

Bank of Racine, Racine... . . «| 125,992 30 - oe 3,246 60]. 3900-02; 53,134. 98 - = 4. 10.757, 89 478 02 “se 797 54| 23,599 00} + - | 19,249.70; 241,156 05 | 50,000 00} 47,01700|. - = | 68,858 35) 75,280 70; 241,156 05 

/ | Rock River Bank, Beloit . 22...) ° 37,960 86 sls 3°00! - 1,788 25 50,000 00')* 17,000 007  8.823-03} - 1.791 10| 2 0- 5,138 97) . 6,883 75 5.00 844 871. 130,238 83 i 50,000 00 |. 39,969 00}. - -'} 36,453 84}. 3.81599] 130.238 83 
City Bank of Kenosha, Kenosha ...} 79,824 14] 2,900.00} 9,051 68 2s |. 54.500, 00 soe 7,255 471. 6,742 855) - 2,439 03} 13,993 00| + - 4,687 62.| 181,393 -79 | 30,000 00 | 38,81200] - ---| 86,40515) 6,176 64) 181,393 79 

State Bank of Wisconsin, Milwaukee) 256,560 64, 13,503 92 181 20 938.02 | 143,750 00! - =| 40,662 13}. 1,937 11 rt] soe 4,602.00 | 272 00). 7,644 90) 469,951 92 | {50,000 00 1125,67700| - = {113,791 46 | 80,483 46! 469,951 92 
‘Wisconsin Bank,. Mineral Point...) - 63,214 67 ao zt 283°.26.| . 50,000, 00 - = 4 7,066 62 15 00) so +4 91889554) 12345 007 - 110 10| 124,567 19 i 50,000 00 | 43,987 00 | 375 00 | 15,258 89 | 14,946 30| 124.567 19 

Farmers & Millers Bank, Milwaukee! 59,619, 66) 19,662.91] . =. 2 ore ne £--78,920 62}. 10,000. 00 14,011 11} 6389 63;.. - +! 3,737 60) 1.471001 5 00] 9341 13} 185,458 66-!, 50,000 00 | 48,597 00} --  -' | 35,920 12] 50,941 54) 185,458 66 
Jefferson County Bank, Watertown| 13,997 12} woe te we pe BT 70} 25000-00 = = 4 16681 86 | 5,029 13) wet - 758 00| 29 001 . 8236 29| 69,789 10 | 95,000 00 | 25,000 00 | - - 9,354 73 10,434 32| 69,789 10) 

- | Badger State Bank, "Janesville ... | 53,109 = Se | 1.343 =| 143.66)" 25,773 51 = = |: 14,487.32! 15 004 - | 1,628 02! 20,738 50; 12 00} ©3679 32] 120,900 27 | 25,000 00 | 2265100! - - | 56,348 | 16,901 "| 120,900 :27 

| 4 Wotale ee. | 1,065,376. 72| 36,066 °83| 26,156 '77|: 8,466 st 578,721 11| 27,000.00] 182,482 ail 20,136 00 | 8,461, 52! - 17,190 oe 164,154 =| 340 00 | 325,946 04 |2,450,499 09 |!600,000.00 {485,121 wal 375 00 leoaoaa 10 1710,954 99 '2,450,499 O9| 

° . SUMMARY OF THE ITEMS OF CAPITAL, CIRCULATION AND DEPOSITS, SPECIE. AND CASH IrEMs. PUBLIC SECURITIES AND PRIVATE SECURITIES, Orricz oF Bank Comprro.Ler, 

‘ ws oo ' Of the Banks of. the State of Wisconsin, on’ the. Morning of. Monday, Janviary 2, 1854. , . Manisox, Wisconsix, January 10th, 1854. 

: : my CAPITAL. oe ecco cle cube cece ceneeee dees toeteces -++ $600,000 00 CASH TPEMS. 02 :c-c cece cone cuecdeceus ceeteeces ets $20,136 80 : I certify that the foregoing Statement is an Abstract of. the semi-annual » 
. - . ee . at om rts made to this Office, by the several Banks, (as far as it ticabl 

| . CIRCULATION ..02l.oceecceteseereses cone ceeesesdanes 485,191 00 PUBLIC SECURITIES 20¢--teeeeesees eres csceceseee, BTBTRE TI | Te a ie pice, PY ance under general heads), to parsuauve of te 
: : a DEPOSITS. 00. eee cel iee celle cee sted Sane weee snes tae 65404810 - PRIVATE SECURITIES. 022.1. estseceseee seen sone + 1,168,066 47 | provisions of the 4st section of the Act entitled “An Act to authorize the 

. | . SPECIE: 0.2) cee ccec cece lose dene cestecee jose celelesecce /169489°81 . | usiness of Banking,” approved April'19, 1852. ; ] 

| . . : s ~ wt . . ny WILLIAM M. DENNIS, Bank Comptroiler.
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_ EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, | , 

- Manison, January 25, 1854. 

To the Legislature: 

I herewith transmit the annual report of Henry Brown, late 
State Prison Commissioner. This report shows the number of 
convicts confined on the 31st December to have been sixty-one. 

_ Iam informed thatthe present prison buildin g contains but sixty- 
seven cells, showing room only for six additional convicts. The 
probable early increase of the number of convicts would seem to 
demand, that additional buildings be erected with all possible 

— dispatch. | , | 

The commissioner reports that he did, on the 14th day of De- 
cember, enter into a contract with Andrew Proudfit, for doing. 
the mason work of the south wing of the main building, to be 
completed by the 20th December, 1854, upon an enlarged plan of 
the Albany county penitentiary; which will contain 280 cells. 

The indebtedness of the prison on the 31st December, as ap- 
pears from the report, was $12,880 28. Recommendations are | 
made by the commissioner, of appropriations to defray expenses - 
of the current year; and for the erection of the proposed building. 

| The report in regard to the past year’s expenses, and the future 
necessity of the prison, is not sufficiently explicit to warrant any 
definite recommendation at this time, except that of the appoint- 

_ ment of a joint committee of the legislature, to make personal ex- 
aminations for the purpose of bringing before you more clearly all - 
matters connected with the same. | 

| | WM. A. BARSTOW.
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REPORT. | 

To His Excellency Leonard J. Farwell, — | 

ae Governor of the State of Wisconsin: 

Sir :--In pursuance of the requirements of section 6, chapter 

477, of the Session Laws of 1852, the Commissioner begs leave to 

| submit his Second Annual Report. | oo 

My Report ending the 8ist day of December, 1852, showed an 

outstanding debt against the Prison to that date, of two thousand 

| eight hundred and ninety-two dollars and seventy-five cents. An 

appropriation was made to the Governor to pay said indebtedness, 

also to pay the debts of the Prison to the first day of April, 1853. 

Tam not advised in what manner thase claims have been settled, 

- gonsequently the only time included in this Report is from the 

: Ast day of April to the 31st day of December next preceeding its 

date. |



| 6 | 

: The number of convicts in the Prison, April 1, 1853, 
were = ek 8 

Received from April 1, to December 381, . - 38 
Whole number imprisoned during thattime, - - 64 | | 
Discharged by expiration of sentence, - - - 8 
Whole number confined December 31, - - - 61 : 
Of this number five are females. 

The above statement shows an increase of thirty-eight prisoners | 
in nine months, | | a | mo | 

Section 40, chapter 477, Session Laws of 1853, direct the Com- 
| missioner to choose a plan for the new Prison. The plan chosen | 

by me, and submitted in my Report, made December 31, 1852, 
was as follows: | - | | 

The building to comprise a central building, fifty feet front, and 
seventy-five feet in depth, with two wings, each one hundred feet 
long and fifty wide. — : | a | 

In the centre of each wing is a block of one hundred and twenty 
cells, four tiers in height, exclusive of the octagonal towers, | 
‘making in all, when completed, two hundred and fifty-six cells. 

The increase of prisoners for the past year has so far exceeded 
_ my expectations, that I am of the opinion that a larger building 

will be needed. I would therefore respectfully suggest the pro- 
priety of extending each wing one hundred feet farther, making 
the wings two hundred feet each; it would then be large enough 
to accommodate five hundred and sixty prisoners. This addition 
can be made without any loss of material or inconvenience other- 
wise. 

: |



| ¥ 

_ A resolution passed the Legislature, July 12th, 1853, directing 

the Commissioner to let a contract for doing the mason work upon 

the South wing of the Prison. Said contract was let on the 14th 

day of December, 1853, to Andrew Proudfit: the work to be com- 

pleted on or before the 26th day of December, 1854, and to be 

built according to the enlargement mentioned above. Provided, 

the Legislature shall approve of the same; if not approved of, © 

. then to be built according to the plan already adopted by them. 

The following is a statement of the disbursements of the Prison, 

and of the amount of money received by me: 

, For labor, . | - oo . . «$6,970 35 

“ provisions, , . , .  « 8,018 87 | - 

‘“¢ stone, . . - os . 1,283 25 

“lumber, . ee i » Uw 05 4 

“ wood, . oO 0 . . 35 62 

. “pump, .  . . ; ; . 10 00 

© yevolvers, ti . le . 64 50 

“leather, . , , . 58 89 

 » © oil cloth, . oe. , . ; . 16 20 

~ © cloth and clothing, . , 932 59 
‘¢ iron and steel, — . ; , ; . 876 79 

66 paid discharged prisoners, . . . 16 50 

© eal, . Coo . . 38 69 

“castings, . te - oe , 13 35 

“ stoves and pipe, . . . . . 94 00 

_ printing and stationery, . , , . 56 88 | 

«store accounts, . . le . 1,988 15 

“6 teaming, transportation, and truckage, . . 1,900 10.



For travel fees, roe Lo . $296 06 

“ hogs, , . . . . , — 82 00 

“ furniture, Se , . , 14 56 

“ books, . , - _ . 17 00 

| “tubs 6 CO, . 8B 
« sand, brick and lime, . . . 64 90 
“tools, oo. . . . . 14.39 | 

Whole expenditures of Prison, . $17,767 73 : 

| Received from E. H. Janssen, — 4,800 00 —_ , . 

| “for work done, 7 8745 

, . ep 4,887 45 

Showing the present indebtedness of the Prison to be $12,880 28 

| The following is the inventory of Personal Property belonging | 

to the Prison: | | | : 

Fixtures and buildings made within the last year, $2,000 00 7 

Tools in stone shop, . , i: . 400 00 - 

Tools and stock in joiner shop, . . . 250 14 | 

Tools and stock in blacksmith shop, . ie . (850 54 | 

Furniture for kitchen, . , . . 214 68 

: Furniture for Matron’s room, a . a 5000 

Clothonhand, . «©  «. «> 129 88 | 
Beds, bedding, &c., for cells, a, og . 610 40 

Amount of work done and material on foundation of | | 

new building, . | . . 500 00 

Stovesand Pipe, .. , Coo 830 00 

Stone sold to A. Proudfit, .  . . , 10,000 00



Amount of provisions on hand, , . 4, $520 76 

| Clothing for prisoners, , . : ; 600 00 

Barber’s tools, —. , to , 15 00 

Revolvers, , Coo . , 125 00 

Shoemaker’s tools, . . , , , 15 00 , 

Ladders, axes, &c. .. ; 2 , 10 00 

Hogs, le Looe - 25 00 

Muskets, | . ~ , . 195 00 

‘Whole amount of property on hand, . . - $16,340 85 

| The following table shows the title and number of books com- 

| prising the Prison Library: | ; | | 

1 Large Bible. | | , 

24 Small Bibles. | | | 

| 6 Small Testaments. | 

4 Vols. D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation. | 

| 1 « Heale’s Scripture History. | 

_ 1 Nelson on Infidelity. | : 

1 “ Baxter’s Saint’s Rest. ) 

9  Bunyan’s Pilgrims Progress. | 

1 “ Flavel’s Fountain of Life. a 

1.) “ Flavel’s Christ Knocking at the Door. | 

1 “ Elegant Narratives. 

| 1 = © Afflicted Man’s Companion. 7 | 

| 1 “ Memoirs of Summerfield. ) 

1 “ Anecdotes for the Family. | | 

1 “ Pictorial Narratives. | 

| 29 Books for Children and Youth. | | 

Q 00 | |
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1 Vol. Dodridge’s Rise and Progress. — | 

: 1 “ Pergsuasives to Early Piety. | | 

1 « Memoir of 8. Pearce. _ _ ; OO 
‘Redeemer’s Last Command and Foster’s Appeal. 

| 1 “ Reformation in Europe. | 

| 1 “ Clark’s Scripture Promises. 

1 Religion and Eternal Life. 
1 “ James’ Anxious Inquirer. | 

1 « Young Men from Home. | 7 

| 1 “ Nevin’s Practical Thoughts. | — 

8 “ Hannah Moore’s Repository Tracts. | 

1 “ Memoir of H. Page. | 

1 “ Dairyman’s Daughter, &e., - 

1 “ Letters and Councils of Leigh Richmond. 

41 « Acquaintance with God. | 7 

| 1 “ Life of Leighton. - OO 

1“ Allen’s Alarm. | 
_ 2 Temperance Manual. | 

| 1 “ Putnam and the Wolf. | 

1 The Bible True. a : 
1 «¢ The Backslider. | 7 

1 “ Commands Explained. 

1 Universalism not of God. | 

1 “ Interesting Narratives. 

1“ The Village in the Mountains. , 

1 “ The Sabbath Manual. | : 

6 “ Gibson’s History of Rome. | | 

6  Hume’s History of England. 

2 “ McCauley’s History of England. .
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1 Vol. The Three Mrs. Judson’s. —_ 

1 “ Life of Benjamin Franklin. 

1 Lives of Mary and Martha Washington. 

1 “ Life of Rev. A. Judson. - 

1 “ Fremont’s Exploring Expedition. : 

1 “ Franklin’s Essays. 

9 “ Hymn Books. 4 

’ [would recommend an appropriation of ten thousand dollars to 

defray the expenses of the Prison for the ensuing year; also an 

appropriation of twenty thousand dollars to defray the expenses of 

erecting the south wing of the Prison. I would also recommend 

an appropriation of fwo hundred dollars to be expended for suita- 

ble books for the Prison Library. | " 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

— . HENRY BROWN, 
| 7 State Prison Commissioner. 

Dated Waupun, Dec. 31, 1853. | 

Stare or Wisconsin, | 
Dodge County, — ts | | 

sO 7 ' Henry Brown, being duly sworn, says 

that the matters and things set forth in the statements made in 

the foregoing Report are just and true, according to the best of 

his knowledge and belief. | : 
H. BROWN. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, | 

| this 17th day of January, 1854. 
| J. WARE, 

; Notary Public.
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REPORT 3 — : 

~ TRAVELING EMIGRANT AGENT 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, = 

| | : | FOR THE YEAR 1853. | od | 

| | a MADISON: a
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ss REPORT 

fo His Excellency William A. Barstow, | | 
8 Governor of the State of Wisconsin : | 

_ Smr:-—In accordance with an act entitled an act for the appoint- | 
- ment ofa Travelling Emigrant Agent, I received the appointment, 

entered upon the duties. of the office, and started for the city: of 
_ New ‘York on the Ist of May last. | : | 

_ No task of a similar nature was probably ever undertaken | 
under more discouraging circumstances, the spring | immigra- | 
tion had been no greater, as every ‘citizen of Milwaukee will | 
admit, than that of 51 and ’52; nor was there any prospect of an 
Increase, ‘unless the prejudice against our State, which I found 
prevailing all over the Eastern country, could be removed, To 
effect this, [had circulars arranged with great eare by some of the | 
best writers in the State, setting forth the fact, that the crisis 
through which we in common with every new State miust pasé, 
had gone by; that we had just commenced the construction of 
railroads in almost every part of the State ; advertising the fact 
that ‘we had twenty-five million acres of government land; that 

|} according to the census returns, figures proved we had the 
| healthiest State in the Union ; also showing our splendid position 
| —immense mineral’ wealth—extensive lumbering interest, and 

almost endless variety of natural privileges. In distributing those



| oo | A | 

” circulars, I travelled forty-two thousand miles; I obtained their 

publication in over nine hundred of the country papers of the 

Eastern and middle States. I visited every principal city in the 

- ‘Northern States and Canada, and nearly every village in New 

York and New England; and whether the publication and distri- 

bution of those circulars, and the representations made by me to 

the thonsands I met, had any effect in changing the sentiment 

before alluded to, the fact can be established, and every intelli- 

gent citizen of our State who visited the East during the spring 

and fall of last season, will bear me out in the assertion, that 

| while no Western State had a worse reputation than ours last 

| spring, no one had a better reputation last fall; and while we 

received comparatively none of.the spring emigration, no State at 

| the West received as. much of the summer and fall emigration. | 

While I claim a share of the credit of this, candor forces me to | 

adinit that eertain causes have operated strongly in our favor. The | 

| ‘unusually fine crops of the season having been advertised all — 

| over the Eastern country, have established our reputation as 

an agricultural State, and the excitement about railroads: has 

| done much towards bringing our State again into favorable notice; 

: besides I have received nothing but kindness and encouragement 

- from the Press of our State? ; a 

Judging from all the information to be obtained from superin- 

 tendants of Railroads, ticket.agents, steam boat registers, collectors 

a of ports, &c., the annual immigration of 51 and 52 did not exceed 

twenty thousand, while, according to. the Report of Mr. White, 

| collector of the port of Milwaukee, the number of passengers ar- 

rived at that port alone last season, amounted to 25,222, and he | 

admits this statement too low, while, according to figures, which 

I have been at great trouble to obtain, the number landed between 

the first of May and.the first of December, st oo 7 

At the port of Milwaukee a . . 27,682... | 

| Kenosha and Racine. = s woe T2002 | 

a Sheboygan and Port Washington, (mostly at Sheboy-



'. Green ‘Bay, Twin Rivers, Manitowoc, (mostly at) 
Green Bay). moe 11828 : 

- I have assurances that many have come into the State by way 
of the Chicago and Beloit Railroad, Chicago and Galena Railroad, 

. andthe Mississippi river, but no figures can be offered with any _ 
probable degree of correctness, but if, as many suppose, the num- 
ber would equal one-third of the entire immigration; then the | 
-whole number arrived in our State last season, would amount to — 

_ 79,418, or an increase over that of the previous year of 59,418; 
| but if the increase has only been 40,000, the usual estimate, and 

they had an average capital of $300 each, the amount would be 
| twelve millions of dollars. To say nothing of the good effects of the 

introduction of this capital in any other respect just the annual 
| State tax upon it, at the present rate of 6 mills on the dollar, would 

amount to seventy-two thousand dollars, while the tax required 
to defray the entire expense of the whole board of emigrantagen- 

_ cies would not amount to the fifteenth part of'a mill to each tax- 

payer in the State. Oo Oe | 
In consequence of some peculiar features of the bill through 

| which I received my appointment, I was forced to run all the risk 
attending a failure; and if the main object for which I was ap- 

| pointed has been accomplished, I may be pardoned, perhaps, for 
claiming, and am confident none but@e invidious and malicious 
will deny me the credit due syofad’ +, while I claim that the 
prejudice, which had existed. dgainst.Wisconsin for two or three 
years, has been removed, and thnt we may confidently expect a 
large immigration another year, I would not be understood as 
urging the discontinuance of the office ; and inasmuch as I am not 
and shall not be, under any circumstances, a candidate for re-ap- 
pointment, it may not be out of place, perhaps, to recommend the 
re-establishment of the office. I would do this on the ground of 
economy alone. Isee no way of materially decreasing the present _ 
rate of taxation except by encouraging, by every possible means, 
the settlement of our country, and I can see no impropriety in 
making the advantages of our State correctly known abroad, or of



_ inviting the wanderers from other countries to a home among us. | 
Rival States will have such agents, and if we can select.one who | 

will honestly and energetically perform the duties of the office, he | 
will many times earn his salary. | . Ce 

_ As farther evidence of the increase of immigration, I willcall | 
os your attention to the fact that much of. that country north and 

west of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, has been occupied during - 

_ the past season. Certain counties there have received an addition 

of thousands of the best. class of settlera to their population. In _ 

proof of this. statement, I will refer you to their representatives i 

now here. Men of capital have come in and purchased improved 
farms. In many different parts of the State, property ofall-kinds 

has been enhanced in value, and a period of unparalleled prosper- 

ity has taken the place of hard times, | gloom and. depression. { 

Whether I have aided, in my. humble capacity, in producing this . 
happy result, I leave your Excellency to determine, =, 5 

Respectfully submitted. — | ; 

Yours, &c., : 

| | THOS. J. TOWNSEND. > 

re
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