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The Sixty Books Pl‘Oj ect is a collaborative book arts,
writing and journaling project for the people of south central
Wisconsin, hosted by the South Central Library System (SCLS),
and produced by the Bone Folders’ Guild (BFG), a book arts
group based in Madison. This project is supported by a Madison
CitiARTS grant.

The BFG book artists have created sixty hand made blank books.
One of these books will be catalogued into each of the sixty
libraries in the South Central Library System. Unlike other
library books, patrons are invited to write, draw, paint or collage
in the books. Subsequent patrons will add their own stories,
drawings, and so forth, creating community-wide collaborative
works of art. After the launch of the project these books will be
available for checkout by library patrons until August 15, 2006.

At the close of the circulation period, the 60 books will be
removed from the SCLS collections and brought together for a
traveling exhibit. This exhibit will have its debut in Madison
as part of the Fifth Annual Wisconsin Book Festival

(October 18-22, 2006).

To contact us: www.valleyridgeartstudio.com/bone_folders/
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Instructions

Check out this book as you would any other library
book for a two-week period. Be sure to return it in the
protective wrapper provided.

Write a poem. Make a journal entry. Write political

thoughts. Compose a short story. Collage. Paint a page.

Be creative.

Be respectful of these books. They are hand bound and

bear delicate musings on the pages.

Be aware of what has been done on the other side of the
page that you are working on. For example, don’t “sew”

onto someone else’s work.

When you are gluing or painting put a piece of wax
paper under the page you are working on. This will
protect the other pages of created art.

Before closing the book, be sure your page is dry.
We encourage you to sign and date your work.
Please, no perishables on the pages.

Be advised that SCLS and BFG reserve the right to
remove and/or delete any questionable material.
Please be nice.

Warning: You will incur a $125.00 library fine if this
book is not returned!
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September 25, 2002 WINDY CITY!

What I am learning is that I need to live into my passion. And one way I acted
out this today is to purchase a two-piece place setting at Marshall Fields. It was a mix
and match set. My inspiration came from being at TJ Maxx and overhearing “shoppers”
and listening to their joy as they mixed, matched and blended. I love dishes and
tablecloths and I do love entertaining and so it is something that I really want to live in to.
It truly is one of my passions. And [ am learning that it simply is an “is”. Just do it, if
you will. Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and so this is one way | seek the Kingdom of
God. The Kingdom of God is the prepared table. In the Kingdom of God, I see a table
and so this is one ways I can live into the Kingdom of God and into my passion. Itisa
fun way. That is a slip but it is a good one. I wanted to write that it is one way to have
fun. But I said fun way. I really need to “indulge” the artist side of myself. I realized the
other night that Tim is good at the cooking, but I am good at the table and all of that.
And so we make a good team in that sense. The other part is that I really do want to
make a concerted effort to have a better dinner at night. I want to put some thought into
the meal as well as the setting. 1 mean I have all of the stuff and so why not? It is one of

my passions that I plan to live into. O
D Ay a.\
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The Lamb

| pry his tiny, chubby fingers from the object he is clutching, one fat finger at a
time. | have to hold his fingers open to keep them from re-curling around the
ceramic lamb he clings to, as if it is a life preserver which prevents him from
going deeply into the salty dark.

He wails with the force of both lungs behind the sound. | feel like the monster-
mommy to take this clearly critical object from him.

What is it? Where did he get it? | want to examine it since | do not recognize it.

His face is bright red with indignation. His screams pierce my heart, as well as
my ear drums. Round, full tears slide down his cheeks as | twirl the lamb in one
hand.

This is no toy, | think. An antique salt shaker with the bottom plug gone. The salt
would pour through now, unimpeded.

Someone made this with care and intention: The grass between its legs painted
new-Spring green. The eyes, a black dot on protruding eyeballs. The nose, a
triangle of baby-girl pink. The lips, an under-stated expression with no attempt at
cutesy or smiling. The fur, a series of round bumps in the hardness of the
surface, so like a white-washed stone wall, now graying in the weather.

| extend the lamb back to my son. It will not poison or disfigure him.

He grasps it greedily again. His little fat fingers enfold what they can, without
enclosing or suffocating it. The lamb is too big to be enveloped by a hand this
small.

In a few short months, | have already learned which battles to fight and which
ones to surrender.

He hiccups twice, with the lamb back in his hand; the tears drying on his puffy
cheeks. Quiet again. Anchored by the antique lamb, which currently saves his
life. He will not go under now. He is safe.

Renee Happel
July 4, 2005
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Shattered, but I'm not broken

Wounded, but time will heal

Heavy the load, the cross | bear

Lonely the road | trod, | dare

Shaken, but here | stand

Weary, Still | press on

Long are the nights, the

tears | cry

Dark are the days, no sun in the sky, yes

i
>

o
4
o
%
&
I
i
1‘% Yet still | rise
Never to give up
f‘? Never to give in against all odds
1 Yet still | rise
g High above the clouds
’ﬁg At times | feel low
: Yet still
% | rise
P Sometimes I'm troubled, but not in
m@ despair
» Struggling, | make my way through
i Trials, they come to make me strong
i”é | must endure, | must hold on
|
&
4

Above all my problems

Above all

my eyes can see

Knowing God is able to strengthen me
To strengthen me

Yet still | rise
Never to give up

&

Never to give in against all odds

NG . Yet still | rise 4%

High above the clouds %
e Eh At times | feel low ﬁ :
Bt Yet still _ ;
. & | rise 4
¥ .‘
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Colophon

A bone folder is an essential tool for book makers.
It creases paper to a nice, crisp fold.

Originating in Madison, Wisconsin, the Bone Folders’ Guild is a group of people
who share a love for the book as art. The Bone Folders’ Guild was founded in
February 2001 by a group of artists who desired to meet like-minded book artists
to learn, support, and encourage each other artistically. We share a passion for
creating books as a form of artistic expression.

Members of the Bone Folders’ Guild who created
the Sixty Books include:

Suzanne Berland, Susie Carlson, Carol Chase Bjerke,
Nan Killoran, Laura Komai, Kathy Malkasian,
Nancy Schoenherr, Tricia Schriefer, Karen Timm,
Alexis Turner, Marilyn Wedberg,

Carey Weiler, Kristin Yates.

The text block paper used in all books is Arches Cover White, 270 gsm.,
35.25" x 24.75"” 100% cotton, acid free paper. Cover paper, cloth and other
original embellishments were chosen by the book artists.

The Bone Folders Guild would like to thank Alison Jones Chaim for her
thoughtful guidance through this process. Huge thanks to the South Central
Library System for their cooperation with this project. Also, we send a gracious
thank you to Madison CitiARTS for its financial support.
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