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ANNOUNCEMENT ° 

Seine Neate 

To disseminate and promote natural science information as well as to gratify a universal taste, the undersigned take 
pleasure in placing before the public, under its auspices, a work containing artistically colored illustrations of over seven 

hundred different species of birds, comprising most all that are known to exist on this Continent, including Mexico and 
Central America, accompanied by a copious text giving a popular account of their habits and characteristics, and embracing 

in general the observations made by the most eminent writers on Ornithology. 

The original drawings for the work were made from nature, by THEODORE JASPER, A. M., M. D., an Artist of 
superior capabilities, who has made Ornithology a life-study. Revised by JOHN GRAHAM BELL, EsqQ., Audubon’s com- 
panion in the field, and a well known Ornithologist and Taxidermist. The Systematic Table, arranged according to the 
classification adopted by THE AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION, which was prepared by FRANK M. CHAPMAN, EsQ. 
Assistant Ornithologist at THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, New York, includes all the additions 

and corrections of our NORTH AMERICAN SPECIES which have been made to date, with an Index, to page, plate, and figure, 

of each species according to the A. O. U. Number. 
There is no more attractive study than Ornithology, the department of zodlogy which treats of the structure, habits, 

and classification of birds. The graceful forms, movements, and habits of the feathered tribes have been celebrated in all 
ages by poets and artists, and have furnished the instructors of mankind with lessons of wisdom. But this admiration is 
not confined to the poet, the artist, or the sage; it is universal. Wherever human beings are found, the forms, the 

plumage, the songs, the migrations, the loves and contests of birds awaken curiosity and wonder. No similar work, con- 

taining so many beautiful and faithful pictures of living birds, and so much descriptive and scientific information, is now 
extant, or has ever been published in this or any other country. 

The work is an Imperial quarto volume, and is sold to subscribers, handsomely and substantially bound at prices as 

follows :—In full Turkey Morocco, Russia, or Seal, Gold gilt edges, $45.00; Half Turkey Morocco, Russia, or Seal, Gold 

gilt edges, $40.00; Cloth, uncut. Gold top, $40.00. 

THE NATURAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA. 

114 Firra Avenue, New York, July 26, 1903. 

COPYRIGHT, 1888, BY JACOB H. STUDER, NEW YORK. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED,
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: Chis Work is Dedicated 

- : TO THE UNSEEN PRESENCE OF MY GOOD WIFE 

2 CAROLINE BUSS STUDER 
THE BUILDER OF MY HOPES 

WHO PASSED FROM OUR VIEW SEPTEMBER SECOND, A. D. 1871, AGED THIRTY YEARS 

AND 

TO MY DAUGHTERS 

MARY FRANCISCA AND ANNA REGINA 

‘TH3 SWEET COMFANIONS OF MY LABO! s 

WHO DIED RESPECTIVELY APRIL SECOND AND EIGHTH, A. D. 1876, AGED ELEVEN AND THIRTEEN YEARS 

TO MY SON 

JOHN BERNARD STUDER 

WHO PASSED FROM THIS LIFE THE ELEVENTH DAY OF MAY, 1901, AGED THIRTY-TWO YEARS 

“Lobel and comely in their life, eben in death they were not Dibived."—m KINGS: 2, 23. 

“*$Aanibus dato lilia plenis."—vircit. 

JACOB H. STUDER
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ec A S + THE B N A ” YSTEMATIC |TABLE OF I HE BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 
ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THE CLASSIFICATION ADOPTED BY 

THE AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS UNION 
AND INCLUDING ALL THE ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE 

UNION’S “CHECK-LIST” IN 1886. 

PREPARED BY FRANK M. CHAPMAN, ASS’T. ORNITHOLOGIST 

AT THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, NEW YORK CITY. 

ORDER? iGORODES. DIVING BIR DS: 

A.O.U.| a 8 

FAMILY. GENUS. | SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Na | S | 4 | 8 
a & Et 

Podicipide. Grebes..............|4=chmophorus......|occidentalis..... Western Grebe..........| 1 heal 106] 7 

olympus... ..0..<.|Holbellii.....<. Holboell’siGrebe...5- . 511 2 160| 106] 6 
AUELEUS opro.c corte ace Horned-Grebe..5.0.--5. |) 3 159 106| 2 
nigricollis.......|californicus.......|American Eared Grebe... 4 | 160) 106) 5 
dominicus....... St. Domingo Grebe......| 5 | 159) 106) 3 

Podilymbus:.. 2.1.2. s|POGICe PS je... 0.0. Pied-billed Grebe....... | © | 160} 106) 4 

(Giiinatotid eee OOS Sea ery sarees HOTINALON sotie.scs etree HMMDEDs ve ce ee + eles ISOM, 25s scat weno ae 14} 14) I 

ACAMSI 2 eces. ss Yellow-billed Loon......] 8 | 160} 106) 9 
aretiCuSes dies... Black-throated Loon.....| 9 | 160] 106/10 

PACMICUS <<a c's Facile Loon. .ciss.ccuc pO | tO 116] 9 

TWMMe serene ~ Red-throated Loon......} II 128 33/ 4 
Alcide. Auks, Murres, and Puffins.|Lunda.............|cirrHata......... Mbicel iin gaeperemece es. | al 7 5 

Prater clay saan. sc |AlCUCas .5\vonis as: Pulity. cee osm lees oka 115} 75) 4 

_ glacialis..... ....|Large-billed Puffin ......] 13% | 163] 108)16 
cormiculata.. 2... Horned Puffin...........| 14 | 163] 108/17 

Cerorhinca. ........|monocerata..... Rhinoceros Auklet.......| 15 163) 108|15 

Ptychorhamphus... laleuticus......... Cassin’s Auklet..........] 16 | 139) 93/ 8 
Cyclorrhynchus..... psittaculus. wen ey Paroquet Aukletios..... 07 163} 108]14 
Simorhynchus......|cristatellus.. .... Crested Auklet..........} 18 163] 108|13 

lpygmeeus....... Whiskered Auklet........] 19 | 163] 108|12 
PuUsilUs: Ga. as Least ‘Aulklet...c60+.....| 20>} 162) 10718 

Synthliboramphus . Jantiguvs Seco ne Ancient Murrelet.........| 27 163) 108)11 
Brachyramphus.....|marmoratus. .... Marbled Murrelet........] 23 | 139} 93} 7 

kittlitzii... ss... Kittlitz’s Murrelet........| 24 | 162) 108) 9 
hypoleucus. ..... Xantus’s Murrelet.......| 25 | 

GRAVEL ieamoas 5 y Craveri’s Murrelet........| 26 | 
Gepphusiew oc 2. styles. eae. Black Guillemot.........| 27 | 128) 83) 3 

Mandtitsns ise. 5. Mandt’s Guillemot.......| 28 | 
columba....2... . Pigeon Guillemot........| 29 | 162) 108) 8 

Witte sas aisle sine va oICLONG crete es ac Mure 52 on ence ereen gO a MnO ee siee 
californica........|California Murre.........| 304 

lOMViauiey.<<ens Brunnich’s Murre........| 31 | 162) 108) 6 
latras veel a. ofan eallas's Murteu.; see | oe 

WAN Gans c. ccramsmme (OLGA cs coe a+ oe Razor-billed Auk........] 32 94) 65) 3 

Plautust-s. cs .7sen eMpennis.,o.5 Great Ault. seca a8 114) 75| I 
Altera oa lalate see [Dovekie.....tesssecse 34. | 163, 10818 

ORDER LONGIPENNES. LONG-WINGED SWIMMERS. 

; ae Se ere es = ae he di Beled 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. | s 9} 2/8 

0. an a £ 

Stercorariida. Skuas and Jaegers...|Megalestris.........|skua........---- Sir Winans pendonotce au) 65 | 

Stercorarius........|pomarinus ...... Pomarine Jaeger....+-.+»| 36 } 177) 116117 

parasiticus....... Parasitic Jacgers i... 1-37 162} 108] 4 

longicaudus...... Long-tailed Jaeger......| 38 177| 116|18 

Maida Gulls tanda lens... cen. <|GaVia -2is... 42. --\alba..c. cae. -c0 Ivory Gull «22 cco. | 30" |-176l-116ley 
ORG S8ae tera aie oe CU act y la. Woes. Kattiwa ke oe. a tees 40 94| 66] I 

pollicaris.. ......|Pacific Kittiwake........| 40% | 176) 116/14 

brevirostris . .... Red-legged Kittiwake...| 41 | 

arus easiest some SIS IAUCUS! cc gaiew ees Glaucous Gull.:...+....| 42 176) 116) 7 

Ibarrovianus. .... Point Barrow Gull.......| 424% | 

leucopterus.. .... Teelands Gull 1. occ 3 176) 116] 6 

glaucescens..... Glaucous-winged Gull...| 44 | 176) 116) 5 

sma emit erga ace oe (Kumlion's-Gulle ei cso nels 
MeISONL cc ca cee © Nelson's Gulliceoene oe 540 

MMATINUS Lie cies Great Black-backed Gull.| 47 | 113] 74] 3
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ORDER LONGIPENNES, LONG-WINGED SWIMMERS .— Continued. 

z | ee ee A. 0. U.| ff a 5 4 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. | SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Se. g 4 3 

| eae 

WGaridee:- Guils and= Perns 2, cicsen eanlS oi ea coe |schistisagus eee | Slaty-backed Gull...... | 48 
joccidentalis.....; WiesterniGull sissccceet | AO e | Thom galas 
ARNIS trai tis cee Sibertan"Gullyssicccc: os5 1 50 
arpentatus 2.20.5 Herring Gulloceen yas! 50 

smithsonianus....|American Herring Gull..} 514 | 80) 54) 2 ; 

NEG@ wa trae ae Pallas $iGullyscco0 | 52 | 
californicus ..... California: Gulleec <r (56s a) 3 i 
delawarensis.... Ring-billed Gull........ | 54 176 116) 4 5 

brachyrhynchus . Short-billed Gull........} 55 176) 116/13 
eas ten Mew Gull... 2.0.5. cae] 50 
Iheermanni.,..... Heermann’s Gull........| 57 
atricilla < ccs... Laughing Gull... .<.....| 58 94| 65] 2 
frankinit soe. c3 Franklin’s Gull..........| 89 | 176) 116|12 
philadelphia..... Bonapartes Gull. <3. .-..| 60, 80] 54] 3 
MANUCUS?..<< soon Little Gully 3 45.42. ees | OO 

Rbodostethia.. s<|TOSCQs: cen aas Ross's Gul. acer tn | Ol 86} 60) 3 
NGMas oestcn ens ws [SADINT weausse 105 Sabine’s Gull. 175.002 173) 7A a 
Gelochelidon......:*|nilotica. ........ Gull-billed Tern .=........|-63 86} 60) 2 
DtCrha a5 wa. 0s, PSCHERTAVE - <5. Caspian Tern, ~...5s6.5-) 04 

MASAMI ae ce sete Royall ents <5 tren wal 105) 87| 61) 3 
CJESENS aa sca te Elegant Tern 2... ...2.50| 66° |=182) T1G16 
sandvicensis.....lacuflavida........|Cabot's Tern.....« «« +«| 67 
trudeatia, 53... Trudeau's Tern’..........| 68 123) 79| 2 
forstetiqg hace. Horster's set. ccc oe ote 00 99] 69} 2 
HURWNGO 4 cs we Coinmonel érnise jas e570 12) = 11/3 
paradisaa—. 3. >. AT CHO L ernment  earennrale | 
dougallisns <3: IRoseate Werte. ee 89} 62) 6 
aletticaten: sone. Aleutian Vert... 1.9.2 «| 73 162] 107| 9 
antillarian... ls Least Pert <i. cew a scacs Oe Si) -54l: § 
fuliginosa ....... Sooty lern:............/)75 7) 123|- 7913 
anethetus....... Bridled: Vern. ..25...<.-.<|27O 1h 170| lo ce 

Hydrochelidon«...s|nigta.....-.....|\surinamensis......\Dlack Wetn «0 ney, 9 8) 4 
lleucoptera....... White-winged Black Tern) 78 169] 112) 2 

VANOUS 3 eee StOld US sc ee NOdGY evi, one hese |) Stale LOIS) 
Rhynchopide. Skimmers...:-....|Rhynchops........-nigras....... 0... Black Skimmer..........| 80 170 Hae 

ORDER TUBINARES, TUBE-NOSED SWIMMERS. 

A.O.U.| i FI a 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES, | ENGLISH NAMES. | No. 2 | = |3 

Diemeceida.Albatrosses, ........|Diomedea......,... (nigripesi....26.. Black-footed Albatross...| 81 | 146) 99] 1 
OXUlQNS .<ecae a Wandering Albatross....| 81s 
al batnuS ion. cies Short-tailed Albatross ...| 82. | 149] 102] I 
melanophrys ... Spectacled Albatross... .| 824s 

Thalassogeron. ....|culminatus..... Yellow-nosed Albatross..| 83 130; 86) I 
Phoebetria.........\ |fuliginosa......- Sooty Albatross.........| 84 149] 102] 4 

Procellariida. Fulmars and Shear- 
WALEIS@\ cae se sle eres see oes (Ossiftaga............|Sigantea,....... Giant Hulmar... 3.5.4... .|.95 LIS|< 731-3 

Blears go es case Slacialiss. ecw. Pilar... iii eevee | CO ey FIO] ee 
MUNOK. i. sae) essen Ieulman wa secre | oO - 
glupischa .......,.|Paciie Fulmar.........:| 86 | 161) 107) § 
rodgetsil-..24.....|Rodgers Pulmar....c...| 00" | tll 107/=2 

glacialoides.....} Slender-billed Fulmar...) 87 | 161} 107] 3 
Portis... >.>. |borealis. 2.0.5.6. : Cory’s Shearwater.......| 88 

Mla|Ol ss. cece Greater Shearwater......| 89 161| 107] 6 
PUES 25 eee ace Manx Shearwater........| 90 | I61} 107/13 
CreatOpus ences Pink-footed Shearwater ..| 91 161) I07|1o 
UCUD OMI tcc. _ |Audubon’s Shearwater.. .| 92 
IBAVia eases cece Black-vented Shearwater.) 93 161} 107\14 
stricklandi....... Sooty Shearwater........] 94 | 161] 107/12 
(ale beeen acs Dark-bodied Shearwater .| 95 161] 107/15 
ftenuitostrisi jcc... Slender-billed Shearwater} 96 | 161] 107|16 

- eimetelse. i <r Black-tailed Shearwater..| 97 161| Io7|1t 
Aisttelate.....<.«..\Wasitata. <..o2..< Blacked-capped Petrel...| 98 | 162] 107|17 

Bularis-s-secam os Peale’s Petréle.c,.<«+-0v) 90 
fisheries ema Pishers:Petrel.7 5.7. 2029.1 100. 

BulWetidin:<. bs. o33 DDIWEt.o.. eas Bulweris-Petrel.2... -9<0|LOL 
Waatiomiecs 15 0.4 |CADENSIS sc cae Pintado Petrel...... .....{102 -|-162| 107| 7 
Halocyptena.......|microsoma...... east Petre). ix: 201. 2s0(TOS, 4OOls1OOlns 
Procéllatia sc... |\pelapicas ... sss Stormy Petrel\.2.---.|/f04 1100) yale 
Oceanodroma =.....lfurcata..... 34 Fork-tailed Petrel......./105 | 160] 106|11 d 

leucorhoa... 3° Leach’s Petrel...........|106 | 160] 106|18 
: macrodactyia ....|Guadaloupe Petrel.......|106¢ 

melaniane mor Black: Petrel ls ite. |LO7, 
co | lhomochroa,...... Ashy Petre, < icc: 111 105.5| «160) 106113
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. ORDER TUBINARES. TUBE-NOSED SWIMMERS.— Continued. 

: a fa 

FAMILY, GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Pole tees 
No. = 2 2 

Procellariida. Fulmars and Shear- : WidbetGmi ceric cso ne wa |OCeAniteS 5. <<... fOCEANICUS 1.2: es Wilson’s Petrel..........|109 162} 107] 8 
Cymodroma........|grallaria......... White-bellied Petrel. ....]110 | 176) 116} 8 
Pelagodroma..... . 2 fetes Sena White-faced Petrel.......|111 | 

a a ee 

ORDER STEGANOPODES. TOTIPALMATE SWIMMERS. 

: Stee : : ao.u. g | B | 2 FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Ne g : 3 
ol 

Phaéthontide. Tropic Birds......./Phaéthon...... ..../flavirostris. ..... Yellow-billed Tropic Bird.|112 S3locbyien 
winereus .....6s- Red-billed Tropic Bird.. .|113 

SHUG cope GrAIMetsi estates susan Ul ga, tes oe vee es CVANOPS 00s dope : Blue-faced Booby........|114 
SUlarticoje asset aes Booby . nse cise coe [LLG | 262l FigUe 
PISCALOE c.6cecs ne Red-footed Booby.......|116 
Ibassanacst. cons. Gannet.- case accuectall hy. 98} 69} 1 

Peano ides se sMarterSics cceu ralee = (AUMING A .c.ccve se /ANNINGA 02,7001 Aonings 4.2.0. ve ross tld 92] 64] 2 
Phalacrocoracide. Cormorants... |Phalacrocorax......\carbo............ Cormorant.c a... 26 sees |DIOe | Eth 73 | 0 

dilophus = ........ Double-crested Cormorant}120 TAl— 13/2 
floridanus . ....../Florida Cormorant.......|120% | 146] 99] 4 
cincinatus..... ../White-crested Cormorant.|1204 | 182| 119] 6 
albociliatus ......|Farallone Cormorant.....|120¢ 

mexicanus...... Mexican Cormorant. ....|I121 181} 119] 3 
penicillatus..... Brandt’s Cormorant. ....|122 | 146] 99) 2 
pelagicus...0..0. Pelagic Cormorant.......|123 

robustus..... ....|Violet-green Cormorant. .|123¢ | 146) 99] 3 
resplendens......|Baird’s Cormorant. ..... .|123¢ 

MEO vances Red-faced Cormorant...,|124 | 181] 119] 5 
Pelecanide. Pelicans.............|Pelecanus..........|erythrorhynchos. American White Pelican .|125 75) 51 

RUSCUS) estos st isiese Brown Pelican...........|126 | 129) 84) 1 
californicus...... California Brown Pelican .|127 

Fregatide. -Man-o'-War Birds. .....|Fregata............jaquila.... +.... Man-o’-War Bird........|128 59, 43 

ORDER ANSERES. LAMELLIROSTRAL SWIMMERS. 

= 5 =< = A.O.U.) FI a 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No. g 4/8 

a & 

Anatidz. Ducks, Geese, and Swans./Merganser.........|americanus. .... American Merganser ....|129 2A\ 25 
Sehr atone vos ya- Red-breasted Merganser .|130 95| 66) 5 

Lophodytes........|cucullatus....... Hooded Merganser!......)I131 84) 57] 3 
WATS) aera a's eis |OOSCHAS tea oe Mallard: <oSoc..< geen toe Sl hel 2 

SWS CUTE sraciooces Black -Ducks..°6.. sentra tgs 85] 58] 3 
fulvigtilanc< ase. Florida Duck) .....c100s.. 01134 | 182] 19)r5 
Btreperanicsc. sae. Gadwalli=-. 2<¢ lass Eo 181| 118/15 
penelope. ....... Widgeon ses Hx 2 | E305- [182 |e Olrt 
americana... .... . (Baldpate 2. 0.0.5 eee oy 88) 62] 1 
reGCairs cys sices European Teal..........|138 | 181] 119] 2 
carolinensis...... Green-winged Teal ......|139 88] 62) 2 
ISCONS Piste. sitar Blue-winged Teal........|140 8) «6 

. cyanoptera...... Cinnamon Teal..........|I41 92] 64} 1 
ISpatularcttccs. =. (Clypeata...a.cce.0 Shoveller ../a«ne ween s<70(l4e 75| 52) 1 

. Datla =< .-. <s,2<.4aClita. soo Pintatl <2 tee. ees ene  tO a) 
DOT a iis oh os oy SPONGR:.. case pam Wood Duck............|144 9| 81-2 
INGbtar site. s nee oe PUNO av ac okiccrcras Rufous-crested Duck.....|145 
BVNVa.. 6s 1.02.5 ss AMerCaNa. 6. 5. Redhead..........- .+. «1/140 46| 34)1-3 

vallisneria....... Canvas-back.7..55 <nc: «(247 89] 63] 1 
marila..........lnearctica...... ..|/American Scaup Duck... 148 99} 69] 3 
afhinis <scse oc: Lesser Scaup Duck ,.....|149 95| 66] 7 
eollanisissse.ra2 | Ring-necked Duck.......)150 gl| 63] 7 

Glaucionetta. ......|clangula.... ....Jamericana. ......|American Golden-eye....|I51 48) 35|1-3 

islandica......... Barrow’s Golden-eye ....|152 137] 9I| 5 

Charitonetta. ......Jalbeola.......... Buitle ead.) 2.0 a5) 86} 60) 4 
Creel oc. s-5 ce PY EMalIS:. a,c. Old-squaw..............|§54 Zhe 2k 
Histrionicus........|histrionicus. .... Harlequin Duck........ .|155 94| 65) 5 
Camptolaimus.. .../labradorius...... Labrador Duck..........{156 182] 119] 3 

é Eniconetta,...<30.,\stelleri-... c23:.< Steller’s Duck.........../157 | 181] 118/18 
PAE CLONettAss sen ac SCHELL... vse roe Spectacled Eider...... ..|158 | 162] 108) 3 

< Somateria 2. ...... POrealis.. i... ys ADEE Sac yes ea ee eens 00 93} 65] I 
dresseri......... American Eider.........|160 
Reto a ee Pacific Eider............|161 | 182] 119/14 
spectabilis ... .. King Hider.........+,-«|102 |: 102) 108\-5 

Oidemia o..2..+.. +. americana, «occ << American Scoter...... ..|163 128} 83] 5
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ORDER ANSERES. LAMELLIROSTRAL SWIMMERS.—Continuea. 

Z A.O.U.| g eB 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. ne g ale 

Anatidz. Ducks, Geese, and Swans.|Oidemia...........|fusca...........- IMelvet Scoter ace... (04 
dep lanai cs 3.2% White-winged Scoter ....|165 94) 65) 4 
perspicillata..... Surt Scoter 2 mcs. << 100) 

IBisMatura. <7 cee EUDIGA es csr tec s ora Raddy Duele gic. cececin (LOY. 128] 83] 2 
Nomonyx:.......- .,dominicus....... Masked Duck....... ....|168 | 182] 119|12 
(Hens es ole a [CUCTULESCENS 31.57 Blue Goosé....... ......|/168%5| 162] 108) 2 

hyperborea...... Lesser Snow Goose. ....|I 9 | 177| 116/16 
nivalis .... ......|Greater Snow Goose.....|169% | 113] 74] 4 

ROSS Hamers ets corre Ross’s Snow Goose......|170 
PANISED sic, cere cea MIPONS. 10, Sica White-frontedyGoose. ....|171 

gambeli..... ..../Am’n White-fronted Goose|1712 87| 61] I 
PARES 66 vo sos sav ws (CAMAUCNSIS Vc Canada Goose 2524-2 << «51172 180) I18|IT 

hutchinsii.. ......|/Hutchin’s Goose........./172¢ | 180} 118/14 
occidentalis....../White-cheeked Goose. ..|172 

: minima... ......-|Cackling. Goose. .........|172¢ 
Ibernicla. <<... tanto. wae aeeessoesicen sll 73 127| 83) 1 
nigricans........ Black Brant. 4. a..seh.00s| 174 |ekoel eT 10|no, 
leweOpsis. << \<65.. Barnacle Goose..... ....|175 181) 118|13 

Philacte. sear. sso |CANAGICA » calcio v emperor Goose ....; ....|176 162} 108] 1 
Dendrocygna.. ....jautumnalis ..... Black-bellied Tree-Duck.|177 | 181] 118/17 

PUL Val eterna ca Fulvous Tree-Duck......|178 181) 118)16 
OUGES Scie secive ssh ICV BUS sw wy co ctare Whooping Swan... ....|179 

columbianus. .... Whistling Swan.........|180 86} 60) I 
Ibuccinator....... ‘Trumpeter Swan.........|181 80) 54) 1 

ORDER ODONTOGLOSS#A, LAMELLIROSTRAL GRALLATORES., 

5 ai | a 

FAMILY. | GENUS. | SPECIES. | SUBSPECIES. | ENGLISH NAMES. ies "| 8 4 | 5 
a |g [8 

J _] —_ ] _] 

Pheenicopteride. Flamingoes. ... _ Pheenicopterus. Pee \nibee, WY Wee ce | [American Flamingo. ....|182 | 97 63 

ORDER HERODIONES. HERONS, STORKS, IBISES, ETC. 

é om . A.O.U.] FI 5 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. worl 2 ls he rl eel ta iee 

Plataleidz, .Spoonbills. ..........jAjaja.:.... Be iia cies Roseate Spoonbill......./183 ae 82 I 
Gbidideslbises 4-2. oe (Gudea, teeave fen. jalba .cc.Uin on White Ubise2.).¢ sien. on | 194 led en Soleo 

rubra... 2... 60. mcarlet Bbis. ccc. s. veces (E85 “| 24} 03 
Rlepadisi.... 2... |autumnaliss i...) Glossy Ibis. sc sec. asec. 1186 _[ 130) ot! I 

[guarauna Celnesiereie White-faced Glossy Ibis..|187 169 112| 9 
Ciconiide. Storksand Wood Ibises./Tantalus...........jloculator........ Wood Tigi. es caso tes 50) 44) 

; IMvctetia sinc ii...0- s{AMCTICANA <a), WADI 58) tag causes HOO 
Ardeide. Herons, Bitterns, etc. ../Botaurus...........|lentiginosus. .... American Bittern . ....../190 

POUR | oa ache tates | OIMS ca clorwinge owas Least Bittern............/19I 
NEORCNA ace Gi Cory’s Least Bittern. .... 

Ardea inca. cy, joccidentalis...... Great White Heron......|192 | 130] 85] 2 
WOT CE cao s see ei 5 Ward’s Heron. ..........|193 | 
herodias......... Great Blue Heron...... |194 | 124) 80) 1 
eIMeKea sane one European Blue Heron... .|195 
emECtian ss cet “American Heret. ...<....|100 |) T22|nezol 1 
candidissima..... pnowy Heron. ......... |16% 84] 57) 2 
RUfeSCenS foe. Reddish Boret,2...-....,.|108 170) 11215 
tricolor... ...«.|faficollis,...«.....|Loutsiana Heron... .i../199 | 127; 82| a 
ORPULCA 7. .5<0.5« Little Blue Heron. .....|201 | 169] 112] 5 
virescens........ Green: Herons 2300.4. ..0/201 Blabee reek 

frazari...........|/Frazar’s Green Heron.. . .|201¢ 
Nycticorax.........|nycticorax......|nzevius ..........|Bl’k-crowned Night Heron|202 | 126] 82] 2 

Winlaceus. sn... 5 Yel.-crowned Night Heron|203 127| 82) 4 

ORDER PALUDICOL A. -GCRANES= RAILS SEIG- 

: A,0.U.| a 8 
FAMILY. GENUS. | SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. | NO: S < 2 

Sele 

Gries te Cratiesiiters vnc: seers i |GTUS rio awe c s JAMEL ICANA worse, Whooping Crane........|204 al 3 
canadensis...... Little Brown Crane.... |205 } 
mexicana“. os, Sandhill Crane..........|206 | 120) 85] 1 

Wtamide Counlans... «0, ..|Atamus ./-..oss-sesifiganteus....,.5 Limpkin 2.2.2 .250..4.-1207— "|, 120|= O42 
Rallide. Rails,Gallinules and Coots|Rallus....... ....../elegans......... =| Nine Raileas ot. ee ‘fe08 179| 118] 9
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ORDER PALUDICOL/E. CRANES, RAILS, ETC.— Continued. 

FAMILY | 1s : : 5 A. 0. “| a |¢ | 2 : GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Olea leo 
No. s 3 g 

Rallide. Rails,Gallinules and Coots/Rallus....... ......|/beldingi.... .... Belding’s Rail...........|200 
OpsGletus 62 scan California Clapper Rail ..|210 
longirostris .... |crepitans.... :...|Clapper Rail... 2.2... |219 Io} 19] 1 

saturatus........./Louisiana Clapper Rail. .|211¢ 
SCOttii. w.sce. esas locotts Clapper Railn=...|2112 
caribzeus .... ....|West Indian Clapper Rail.|211¢ ~ | 

virginianus...... NMirginia: Rallis .<+ f00s 00/212 Al ede) 
POVEADA 0 oe.6 6.050 eas POFEANGL. oo. aoa Spotted Crake . 05. 0.55. 128g 

earOlind-. =. .... SOtauceseocdet een ves a Ue 3) 4it-2 
noveboracensis .. Vellow Rathiats ceases <a. d21§ 137| 91] 4 
jamaicensis...... Black Railiies cctess.na 1s |2TO sla na7|acOnle Ss 

coturniculus. ....|Farallone Rail...........|216¢ | 169] 112) 4 
reser ere oes: ta 7 (CLO ke oe ck on) Corn Crake. ccts, sacs ig | 176 118) 8 
POUOTNIS. Voss. ....(Martmica,......< Purple Gallinule.........|218 | 170 112)17 
Gallinula .<.... «<..|galeata..... iss Florida Gallinule.........|219 58} 42) 
DROME Aigo wares ees own <(AUEA yoni eo a anime European Coot......... |220 

americana....... American Coot..«..0.- \22t 17| 17 

ORDER LIMICOLAZ. SHORE BIRDS. 

. S 4 A.O0.U.| a 8 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No. 2 < 2 

am & = 

Phalaropodide. Phalaropes.. .....|Crymophilus. ......|fulicarius........ Red Phalarope .... s«s.~+.|222 87; 61) 4 
Whalaropus.........lObatus.. .¢.-<+>+ Northern Phalarope......|223 | 112} 73] 8 

lpleolleirare ye naan Wilson’s Phalarope......|224 81} 54) 4 
Recurvirostride. Avocets and Stilts)Recurvirostra.......Jamericana. ..... American Avocet........|225 87| 61\ 5 

Himantopus......../mexicanus...... Black-necked Stilt ......]226 | 137] 91] 6 
Scolopacide, Snipes,Sandpipers,etc.,Scolopax.........../rusticola........ European Woodcock ....]227 | 170) 112|16 

(Philobtelaycsa. 2/05 + (TMMUNOP ee. nce ene American Woodcock ....|228 10} 9|1-2 
Gallinago..........|gallinago........ European Snipe. -... 0+. (220 | 

GUE BEA. Anan. inn Wilson’s Snipe..........|230 88) 62] 3 
Macrorhamphus ..../griseus..... .... Dowitcher.t.).07. 16 sss 1230 112) 73) 7 

scolopaceus ..... Long-billed Dowitcher ..|232 
Micropalama. ......{himantopus. .... Stilt Sandpiper.........+.|233 | 120) 841 3 
MEIN as. ccc sess - - 2 |CANULUS ©. ois oe HENOte fe osicscis cere oe ele 34s SF ally 

Maritima:.<. -.-« Purple Sandpiper. .-..-..|235 91} 63] 9 
Ouest. casrcierncers Aleutian Sandpiper....../236 
ptilocnemis. .... Prybilof Sandpiper ....../237 
acuminata, <=... Sharp-tailed Sandpiper . ./238 
Mactlatere..16. 4.1. Pectoral Sandpiper ....../239 76) 52) 3 
fuscicollis....... White-rumped Sandpiper.|240 63} 46] 3 
alee tlie r.sscccslcee Baird’s Sandpiper. ......|241 181} 119} 1 
Wminucilla 29s cues Least Sandpiper .... ....|242 89] 62) 8 
damacensis. .... Long-toed Stint........ |242%s 
alpina. sacn<s-< Dunlin 2.0 saa 24s 

pacifica ..... ..../Red-backed Sandpiper...|243% | 57] 41] 2 
erPUCINGS .. 5 6-1 Curlew Sandpiper........|244 | 177| 116)19 

Eurynorhynchus..../pygmeus........ Spoon-bill Sandpiper...../245 
Hreunetes............. -(pusillus %..... 0... Semipalmated......:....|246 12) fa |e 

occidentalis. .... Western Sandpiper......|247 | 170] 112|/19 
Galidtiges.. ..0.2. latenatias.<8 6... Sanderling |. ..-c... «sea|edo 55} 40] 2 
NEI Sa seein vege ee HEMOd een tenon Marbled Godwit. ........|249 91) 63] 6 

lapponica.......|baueri...........\pacific Godwit....s......|250 | 170) 112\14 
Iheemastica....... Hudsonian Godwit......./251 85) 58] 4 
IBDIOS al. cease sca. Black-tailed Godwit. ....|252 

Toten... .<-sosss eDMlanUs 5.6 Green Shank 20.52.05 5.025 3m|eu7O| etre) 15 
melanoleucus.... Greater Yellow-legs. ...|254 1S| 5 TAlee 
avipesscco 2.5 Vellow-legsioc 55.8 04. 500/255 12|" Tier 
sOlitarius:. 6.3.5. Solitary Sandpiper.. ....|256 | 161] 106] 7 
Ochropus .....6.. Green Sandpiper ........|257 

Symphemia.... ....|semipalmata .... Willett ia. seer ele 5o 62] 46] 2 
speculiferus...... Western Willet. ........|258¢ 

Heteractitisas)... a. |iNcanus:. 505)... Wandering Tatler. ......259 | 149] 102] 6 
Ravioncella) jo scts ta |DUSNAK.. cc aor IRUEE. sein jos aries c= | 200 en [en |= OGIO) 
Bartramia:c........llongicauda,,..%.. Bartramian Sandpiper. . .|261 179] 118|10 
Tryngites..........|subruficollis. .... Buff-breasted Sandpiper. .|262 89} 62] 7 
PACU as siete n oon EMSCUIANIA. 4. co Spotted Sandpiper. ..... |263 84} 57] 4 
Numenius,.........|longirestris....... Long-billed Curlew.. ....|264 62] 46] 1 

hudsonicus. ..... Hudsonian Curlew. ...:..|265 61| 45] 3 
otedlis.....2 ss. Eskimo Curlew. ........|266 61] 45] 2 
pheopusy.... .... Iii rob nell tries: cesta | 207, 
tahitiensis. ...... Bristle-thighed Curlew...|268 | 169} 112) 7 

Charadriid=. - Plovers.............|Vanellus.....,...-..|vamellus.......... [sa pWin ee wegen er os 2 (200. 

Charadrius........,.|squatarola ...... Black-bellied Plover......|270 58) 41 4 
apricarius. ...... Golden Plover... .......477?



6 

ORDER LIMICOLAZ. SHORE BIRDS.— Continued. 

_ | A.0.U.| af # | 5 FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Clete. 
| No. = a 2 

(iataqnide. Plovers, .. ....s....~|Charadrius. ......5,|\GOminicus.... 2. American Golden Plover .|272 57| 41| 3 
| fulvus...........|Pacific Golden Plover... .|272¢ 

ABgialitis..... .....\vocifera.......... HRilideet cis cap ase eete79 56} 40} 3 
semipalmata. ... Semipalmated Plover... .|274 56} 40] 5 
hiaticula cess Ring Bloveteer san cerense|e75) 
WIA criccirs ons Little Ring Plover. ......|276 
mMeloda..c.ccnc=4 Piping PlOVer cca. <n 277 56) 40) 4 

circumcincta......|Belted Piping Plover. ....|277¢ | | 
IV OSA = sciers 6 a Snowy Plover............|278 | 149) 102) 3 
mongola..3 5. Mongolian Plover. ......|279 t 
WALSOMMAGs ences Wilson’s Plover..... ....|280 92, 63/10 

Montana s0.. s.. Mountain Plover.........|281 149 102| 2 
Aphrizidz. Surf Birds and Turnstones|Aphriza....... ....|virgata. ........ Sarl Bild mcs was eee ees 177| 116,20 

WNP e halide << 2-0 IMEC EDLCS oc 0e Geen WEUrnStOne..< 24 «- +0 wes (203 60) 45\ I 
|melanocephala. 35 Black Turnstone.........|284 89] 62] 9 

Hematopodide. Oyster-catchers..|Hamatopus.. ......jostralegus. ...... Oyster-catchérm.<.21....|285, | | 
palliatusiie...s0sc American Oyster-catcher.|286 58] 42 

frazari...... ....|Frazar’s Oyster-catcher. .|286¢ | | 
Ibachmani. . 0.2: Black Oyster-catcher ....|287 139 93) 9 

ACAINIG = -JACANAS eer o wien ins ol JACAM Anas 2 ore os 6 2s [SDINOSA a... eae |Mexican Jagana..........|288 | 

ORDER GALLINA?. GALLINACEOUS BIRDS. 

A. 0. U.| a 2 
FAMILY. | GENUS. SPECIES. | SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No | ee | 3 

Tetronidz. Grouse, Partridges, etc.|Colinus............|virginianus...... Bob-whites. .¢.6 65-5 «|280) 28) 27) 

floridanus........|Florida Bob-white. ......|289% | 164] 109) 7 

texanus..... ... |Texan Bob-white .......|289% | 175] 115] 4 
cubanensis......./Cuban Bob-white.. ......|289¢ | 

ride Wayl oon. te Masked Bob-white.. ....|291 | 

Oreottyscne os. eye piClusasc. sat Mountain Partridge......|292 134] 898-9 
plumiferus. ....../Plumed Partridge........\292¢ | 

Callipepla........:...|\squamata. ...... Scaled Partridge.... <...|293 el 109, 9 
castanogastris....|Chestnut-bellied Scaled 

Partridge. 2. <n sess ss 1209" 
californica ...... California Partridge......|294 | 131} 87/5-6 

vallicola.........|Walley Partridge ........|2042 | 
Amel Gey sancae Gambel’s Partridge ......|295 | 164] 109) 8 

Cyrtonyx.......+....|montezume...... Massena Partridge. ......|296 | 179) 118] 4 

Dendragapus: ......|obscurus.. ....... Dusky Grous@c a. ...< a /207 175| 115) 3 
fuliginosus. ......|Sooty Grouse............/297% | 179] 118) 5 
richardsonii....../Richardson’s Grouse. ....|297 | 179} 118] 6 

canadensis ...... Catiada\Grouse +... 76.2. 12084 |1142| = OOlet 
frank linit sc... 5 Franklin’s Grouse........|299 | 174] 114/29 

Bomasatc.... ......fumbellis ..c..a5 Ruffed Grouse,...........|300 | 120) 78-1 
togata.......,...|Canada Ruffed Grouse. . .|300¢ | 
umbelloides ......|Gray Ruffed Grouse......|300% | 174] 114/26 
sabini....... ....|Oregon Ruffed Grouse. ../300¢ | 143] 96] 4 

lagopus tees. oes |lacopiss. te nee Willow Ptarmigan.......|301 | 143} 96) 2 
alleni. <....0....(Allen’s Ptarmigan. .--, = (3014 

2 PUPESIIS 54.50.55 Rock Ptarmigan.........|302 | 164] 109] 6 
reinhardti......../Rheinhardt’s Ptarmigan. .|302¢ 
nelsoni...... ....|Nelson’s Ptarmigan......|3024 
atkhensis......../Turner’s Ptarmigan.. ....|302¢ 

WelcHt. so. .tcayss Welch’s Ptarmigan ..... [303 
leucurus....-..s.< White-tailed Ptarmigan. .|304 | 164] 109) 5 

Tympanuchus......jamericanus...... Prairie Hem wo... eee 1805 81} 55 
CEPICO Gg 52 esa Heath Hen ©... seis 50.55. 300 | 
pallidicinctus.... Lesser Prairie Hen... ....|307 179) 118) 3 

Pediocetes.........|phasianellus. .... Sharp-tailed Grouse......|308 | 143) 96] 3 
columbianus. ....|Columbian Sharp-tailed 

Grouse. <i see oe O07 I |e DIAI28 
campestris... ....|Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse|308? 

Centrocercus. ......|urophasianus.... Sage Grouse). 1... s+. 1900 | 1709/0 lel 7 
Phasianide. Pheasants, etc........|Meleagris..........|gallopavo. ...... Wild Purkey 357i, ta QkO= | gi ee 

mexicana.....,....| Mexican Vurkey.........13107 | i74|e0Is 

Gracide. Curassows and Guans. ..!Ortalis.........-...vetula,....,....,.maccalli........ \Chachalaca.seis+, ovve0-'311 174! 114/27 

4 

4



Y 

ORDER COLUMBZ. PIGEONS. 

= a | a 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. ["'y,"| & | & | 5 

3 = ee eoe ae 

(olumbides “igeons...:.. ... ..|Columbd,...+..... |fasciata, 0... Band-tailed Pigeon......|312 | 163] 109) 3 
viosce.........../Wiosca’s Band-tailed Pig’n 312 | 

flavirostris.. 22... Red-billed Pigeon. ...../313 163) 109) I 
leucocephala.... White-crowned Pigeon ../314 122 78) 2 

IGtOpistescis 2c .ch imigratonus <2. .5 Passenger Pigeon. ......'315 32) 29) 
Zena Uta was. 6. ~ ra MACTOULA co aces a Mourning Dove. ......../316 74) 50) 6 
MG NAIA aes. tas ee ais (ZONAIGA es woes ss Zenaida Dove.... ..... ./317 173, 114/25 
Prgypula...<.. 1... jalburons .. ...3..:. White-fronted Dove. ....|318 | 
Melopelia.........,\leucoptera ....... White-winged Dove.....|319 | 163) 109 2 
Columbigallina. ....|passerina........ Ground Dove........-...1320 | 174| 113/33 
Dea datella. o.oo MCD. cone enews Inca Dove. 2. meas css 9ek 174) 11431 
Geotrygon..:......\Martinica........ Key West Quail-dove. ..|322 | 174 114/30 
Starneenas. ........|cyanocephala. .. Blue-headed Quail-dove [323 174 114 32 

ORDER RAPTORES. BIRDS OF PREY: 

Sa aaue : ee : aoul & | & | 2 FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No [eee ssa ‘ 

Cathartide. American Vultures. ..|/Pseudogryphus. ....|californianus..... California Vulture. ......|324 | 168] r11| 1 
Cath artes ee cpr |AUld sen nyse w= (Durkey: Vulture, 0.6.51. .(925 168) 111) 3 
Gatharsta sa... <0. (AW AlAs cae coe Black Vultures... 9.5%. .1326 | 168) 1r-2 

Falconide. Vultures, Falcons, | ss 

Hawks, Bacles,cte...........:..jmlanoides..........\forficatus ....... Swallow-tailed Kite. ..../327 | 144] 98) 1 
Plane ce. gp veo CUCUIUS we White-tailed Kite......../328 | 166 uit 6 
Ictinia .............{mississippiensis. . Mississippi Kite ..... ...|329 166) 110) 4 
IRostrhamus ..c. 22, ¢|SOCiabiliss..s. 42. Everglade Kite... ...-..|/330- 4-100] 110) 5 
Gircusics os... 2. o.|Wudsonius. v=... Marsh Hawk. Se 145] 98] 2 
AcCCuier ., 4.20 (VElOX, 2 ss 2 ass Sharp-shinned Hawk.. ../332 85) 58) 1 

(ele¥o} lore (read ereen Cooper's Hawk........../333 | 167| 110/13 
atricapillus~ .... American Goshawk.. ....|334 20] 20 

striatulus ... ....|Western Goshawk.......|334% 
Parabuteo... .2....-jumicinctus.. <<. .|harrisi .....:.....,|Flattis’s Hawk, ...:c.ss1gm, | 167) 1102 
Be coven c UEOO aa wer wun European Buzzard.......|336 

borealis = Red-tailed Hawk..... .. .|337 37| - 30] 
kriderit c..........,|Brider’s Hawk... -.17...1337 
ealurus........<..| Western Red-tail.,.....13377 
lucasanus......../ot: Lucns Red-tail...... .|337¢ 

hatlani-ws. 2. Harlan’s Hawk. .........|338 | 167] r10jIO0 
URGAtUS sc cc. ene IRed-shouldered Hawk. ../339 | 125} 81] 3 

alleni..... ......|Florida Red-shouldered 
Hawks sain cyere nan 9908 

elegans ..... ....|Red-bellied Hawk. ......|330° 
abbreviatus. .... Zone-tailed Hawk... ....|340 | 168] r10|15 
albicaudatus..... White-tailed Hawk....../341 
swainsoni....... Swainson’s Hawk ......./342 | 145] 98] 4 
latissimus..... Broad-winged Hawk. ....|343 85} 58) 2 
brachyurus...... Short-tailed Hawk. ....../344 

Urubitinga..... ..janthracina ..... Mexican Black Hawk.. .. [345 
PNStutinar .oos.. 5. oe \plagiata <2. 6 << Mexican Goshawk. ......|346 | 168] 110|17 
Archibuteo .z......,|lagopus...:..... Rough-legged Hawk. ... .|347 

sancti-johannis... American Rough-legged 
Fa Whe oc wenn ois seni in 2s 13472 oO) Ot od 

ferrugineus. es Ferruginous Rough-leg . ./348 168) 110j16 

Aquila .............chrysaétos ...... Golden Eagle..... ....../349 85] 59) 1 
Whrasaetus ......... = Darya Sse Harpy Eagle. ...........|350 
laliceetis;. x... -\albicillako 02. Gray Sea Eagle..... ..../351 Eo\@ 05 

leucocephalus. > BaldeWaple. dice sod cna. eal oso I I 
al GO Wie cs oe HSIANGUS @occcee White Gyrtalcon\ ..<7 ..2.41853" 420) <7 71en 

usticolus-<..< -= Gray Gyrfalcon....... ..|354 
s eyriaico..... 4, +. \Gyrfaleon .. 000 cscccns (354% 

obsoletus........|Black Gyrfalcon.........|354? 
Imexicanus ...... PrairiesPalcons..,.<.0.05/955 I4I| 95] I 
peregrinus....,..janatum........../Duck Hawk ............/356 Z| 6 

pealeicmein 0.5 .,(P ealesePalcon=.2c25 7 4504 
columbarius.. .. Pigeon’ Hawk gc nre 1387. 40] 3213-4 

SUCK GC Yi; si: 5 cn. blacks Merlin, @- 7 cc. (9577- [177] Lia 
- richardsoni.... a Richardson’s Merlin......|358 | 166] 110) 2 

: Fegulus. eee Merline yee he 
fusco-coerulescens Aplomado Falcon......./359 | 166] 110) 1 
tinnunculus. .... European Kestrel....... .|359% | 
sparverius. ..... American Sparrow Hawk.|360 54) 391-2 
sparveroides..... Cuban Sparrow Hawk. ../361 | 

ROlyDOrs:: .. 2 ya0ra. ChetWay:. = 55-404 Audubon’s Caracara. ....|362 177| 117| 9 
WfOSUSicca se Guadalupe Caracara. ....|363 | 

Pandion..... , ....{haliaétus........|carolinensis....../American Osprey....,...1364 | 16] 16]
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ORDER RAPTORES. BIRDS OF PREY.—Continued. 

| 7 i001 | re 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Nelece leas . | a leas 

Siimida es barn Owlse a cscs sour [OUtIX ere os. -- (Prauinicola..c.4 American Barn Owl. ....|365 142] 95] 2 
Bubonidz. Horned Owls, etc:...../Asio...............{wilsonianus ..... American Long-eared Owl)366 | 171| 113] 3 

accipitrinus. .... Short eared Owl .... ....|367 | 124] 81] 2 
Syrnium ..........{nebulosum...... Barred Owl. .......0...«-++|368 21) 22 

alleni............|Florida Barred Owl. ..../368 
occidentale... Spotted Owl’ <=... ..3..-|309. | 171! 113) 7 

DCOEAPEX.....0'5...« |CINEFER. 04. ries Great Gray Owl.........|370 | 171) 113|.4 
lapponica’a)s...-|app: OWliecsnt. ns ssn) [3,07 

Nyctala............|tengmalmi......|richardsoni......./Richardson’s Owl. ......|371 I7i| 113) 2 
ACAGICE i vacua : Acadian Owl S 2... .0.4...|372 | 100) 1101-7 

WEB ASCONS' => tetete.s s [A510 ccs sie o coc csc creech Owl sss 3i.63 11373 bedi Olen 
floridanus........|Florida Screech Owl. ..../373% | 177] 117] 5 
meeallii..... ....|Texan Screech Owl. ..../373¢ | 167] 110] 8 
bendirei .........|California Screech Owl. . .|373¢ . 
kennicottii......../Kennicott’s Screech Owl.|373¢ | 167] 110] 9 
maxwellie......./Rocky Mountain Screech 

OW se aceh o teeela 73° 
trichopsis......../Mexican Screech Owl. ..|373/ 

flammeolus...... Flammulated Screech Owl}374_ | 171] 113] 6 
IB bo ee es mint ue ee Great Horned Owl......./375 5 5} 1 

| subarcticus ....../Western Horned Owl... ./375¢ 
arcticus......-....|Arctic Horned Owl.......14767| 171) 112) 5 
saturatus.........|Dusky Horned Owl....../375¢ 

INYCbE Rs ees cies ene MV CLER 3 cgee cans SNOWY: OW vn seen 1370 II 10% 
SUPMAg here a ste on [UlMlaci elie «sc | Hawk Owl 3.icaci 28's 477) 

jcaparoch. ...+....|American Hawk Owl ....|377 | 171| 113] 1 
Speotyto)....0.../>..\cuniculatia ......\hypogea.........|purowine Owl cae we 18700 else 95\ 5 

floridana.........)/Florida Burrowing Owl . .|378¢ 
Glaucidium.. ..c|gnomar. 3.5. 2. Pyeoiy Owls. ..scqce. 21979) | 142| 0 O51: 3) 

| hoskinsii.........|Hoskin’s Pygmy Owl ... .|379@ | 
iphalenoides..... Ferruginous Pygmy Owl.|380 | 142) 95) 4 

Peicrathene 5. ++ .,|WRIEREYT «ye ini Ht Owl) cease ease 108; 92| 9 
| 

ORDER “PSITTACI PARROTS, ..MAGAWS, PAROQOUETS: -EIG, 

5 ee Poe =e e A. 0. U. ct a 2 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No. g < 2 

a Boe 

Patacdds, Parrots.....<.......:..\Conuras...........</earolinensis, .... Carolina Paroquet. ......|382 164] 109, IO 
|Rhynchopsitta. .....{pachyrhyncha. .. Thick-billed Parrot......}382%5 | | 

ORDER ~COCCYGES] CUCKOOS. BIC: 

i es A.O.U.| of FI a 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. meena ale eels 

= |e 3 

Cuculide. eS ee ee Se nae POD. seinen epuis oe vn sinne BOS | TPO peLIRES 
Isulcirostris = Groove-billed Ani. ......|384 bee 

Geococcyx .........|californianus ....} Road-runner............1385 178! 118] 2 
Goccyeus:. nee 4) +) MUNON Se. tosses) Mangrove Cuckoo. ......|386 | 175| 115] 7 

maynard. eure Maynard’s Cuckoo.......|386% | | 
americanus... ... ‘| Yellow-billed Cuckoo.. ..|387 30) 28) 1 

loccidentalis......|Western Yellow-billed | 
é CuChkOO. 255 «cen: 2 2/307 

erythrophthalmus Black-billed Cuckoo. ....|388 | 175| 115] 8 
iipoponidasms LrOgonScicess ses | LTOSON...-... 5.2: ambiguus. (c...m Coppery-tailed Trogan ..|389 | 143) 117| 1 
WAicedinide: — Kinbhshersc.: 014 |CEDyles 0.5.04... 7laleyOn... 0. Belted Kingfisher. ......|390 20} 19] 2 

| \cabanisi Eieeie? ‘Texan Kingfisher’.......|301 | 178) L17i14 

ORDER PICl,~ WOODPECKERS, WRYNECKS.. hrG: 

A. 0. UL) s el 
FAMILY. | GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. ele celeste ine |e lee |e 

Picidee. . Woodpeckers.-:..........|Campephilus........|principalis....... Ivory-billed Woodpecker.|392 25| 26] I 
Dryobates: ..... = |VINOSUS. 4.56 aes Hairy Woodpecker......|393 18] 18] 2 

leucomelas.......|Northern Hairy Wood- 
PeCkeL -onen = ses 5 oe «/303" 

audubonii.. ....../Southern Hairy Wood- 
POCKCr vos ee 

harrisit. ;2...<....\blarris's Woodpeckers. 1 7|303¢ 1. 98] 193|-2
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ORDER PICI. WOODPECKERS, WRYNECKS, ETC.— Continued. 

|A.0.U.| si a 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No 2 4 Bi -l ge 18 

Bicide, Woodpeckers’. ~.\-.-. .....|Dryobates...........|pubescens.......7. Downy Woodpecker. ..../394 27| -26\-2 
gairdnerii........|Gairdner’s Woodpecker. .|/3942 | 131} 87| 4 

bOtealisn «<< sec Red-cockaded Wood- 
BOCK? cini vee a 8 OS 95| 66] 5 

scalaris.... os««..|bairdi. ......s...|léxan Woodpecker......\306 -| 148] 101) 6 
lucasanus.. ......|St. Lucas Woodpecker. ..|396¢ | 158} 105/22 

Muattalllits sees 3s Nuttall’s Woodpecker....|397 | 158} 105/28 
ALi ZO Nes pate a Arizona Woodpecker... .|398 

Xenopicus..........jalbolarvatus..... White - headed Wood- 
: 22 pecker. 05. iss. se (900. | 13d eg 9 

FiCOIGES, fo. cesn. cus APCUCUS. cots ne Arctic Three-toed Wood- 
PECKELi ccs es om 1400) 79} 53] 2 

americanus.. .... American Three - toed 
Woodpecker....... ..% .|401 176] 115/12 

alascensis. ..eeee|/Alaskan Three - toed 
Woodpecker...... ....|4014 

Spovrapicus.. 4. re [VERES.. oo ee Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.|402 10} 9)3-4 
nuchalis.. ......./Red-naped Sapsucker... .|402¢ 158 105/31 

ODED 5 aa. snrcutnrns Red-breasted Sapsucker. .|403 | 134) 89 2 
thryoideus. . .... Williamson’s Sapsucker..|404 | 158) 105/30 

Ceophiesus. ........|pileatus. ©... ... Pileated Woodpecker... .|405 7 18) I 
Melanerpes.........|erythrocephalus.. Red-headed Woodpecker.|406 2)  2)3-4 

formicivorus. ....|bairdi...........|California Woodpecker...|407 | 135) 90| 6 
angustifrons....../Narrow - fronted Wood-| 

PeCker 6. 66.00 t sees ae MON 
orquatuistecrsvrei|. <= Lewis’s Woodpecker.....|408 | 110) 73] 2 
GarOlinUS.45%5 554 Red-bellied Woodpecker.|409 41} 32/2-3 
AMPUTONS. . ons 0 Golden - fronted Wood- | 

PECKEI. san ceriuj- se AO. 4-55) 105 27, 
uropygialis...... Gila Woodpecker........|411 158 103/29 

Polaptess 5. nn .s clAURaAtUS ss ccs IGG ass hors ces orci 1 2) 21-1 
RAGE incase Red-shafted Flicker.....|413 | 111] 73] 3 

saturatior........|Northwestern Flicker... ./413¢ 
chrysoides....... Gilded Flicker..........1414 | 164} 1og|11 
rufipileus.... 2. Guadalupe Flicker....... lars 

ORDER MACROCHIRES. GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS, ETC. 

| Aco.U.| a1 & |e 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. | ENGLISH NAMES. qe loos eae le 

| Nola | #18 
Caprimulgide, Goatsuckers, etc...../Antrostomus. ....../carolinensis. .... Chuck-will’s-widow . ve slgI6 106] “72| 2 

vociferus........ Whip-poor-will........../417 | 1o7| 72] 3 
arizone..........|Stephens’ Whip-poor-will.'4174 

Phalenoptilus.. ....|nuttalli.......... Poor-will.s .0-ts.00 00 (4iS. | 170 try Ty 
; nitidus.... ....../Frosted Poor-will........ [418¢ 

Nyctidromus, ......|albicollis........|merrilli........../Merrill’s Parauque.......|419 
Chordeiles...........|Virginianus. ... Night-hawk... ..........1420 | 107] 72] 4 

henryi.... ... . /Western Nighthawk......14202 | 157] 105/16 
MINOLS 4... oes | Cuban Nighthawks vr, .|4205 
sennetti........../Sennett’s Nighthawk.’....|420¢ 
chapmani........|Chapman’s Nighthawk. .. \4204 

texXenSiS.wcvsise- Texan Nighthawk .. ....|421 157] 105|15 
Micropodids. — Swifts......-..........|Cypseloides.. ......|Niger. .........- Black Sits ev ens a2 157| 105] 9 

Glrastutal oxc ta <scaeie [DOLAC ICA, ..or;- jee <i Chimney Swift....2.....423 | 418- 76 7 
MOUKE cuss xeee Vaux’s Swift............ 1424 157| 105/18 

Micropus...........{melanoleucus. ... White-throated Swift... 1425 144] 97| 7 
Trochilide. ‘Hummingbirds.......|Bugenes........., {fulgens.......... Rivoli Hummingbird..... 1426 156| 105) 8 

Cetlizena ........,./elemencia......: Blue-throated Humming-| 
DitGs secs ce ome sees |427 

irochiluss svc ia-1. . CONIDIS... ia5 sx Ruby-throated Humming- 
Bae ae 108] 72| 6 

alexandri. ...... Black-chinned Humming-, 
birder cg | 132] 88] 4 

violajuglum. .... Violet - throated Hum-| 
minebied 25 ccceass “420% 

CON... es aes Costa’s Hummingbird....'430 | 143] 97] 3 
AMT Asc eistyrensecask Anna’s Hummingbird... 431 | ALI 73h-4 
platycercus......% . Broad - tailed Humming-| 

Dit 21c se: <ces ses 492 | 147] 100180 
HOKESIisiisn ecto Floresi’s Hummingbird... . |4324/s 
RLU S oscar -tyiei ecory?a ses Rufous Hummingbird... ./433 133] 88 7 
AMET apron atc Allen’s Hummingbird... .|434 | 178] 117 
Ie loisa sere ban Heloise’s Hummingbird. 435 156) 105) r-9 
calliopeliin <div. Calliope Hummingbird...|436 | 148] 1or| 8
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ORDER MACROCHIRES. GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS, ETC.—Continued. 

: a es = AL0.U.| sf a 2 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Noel oaieaeice 

Blow ee 

Trochilide.- Hummingbirds... .-.|Trochilus:..... <... lucifer... + ses; Lucifer Hummingbird... .'437 
Amazilia...:.....,.|fuscicaudata..... Rieffer’s Hummingbird. . .'438 

cerviniventris. ... Buff-bellied Hummingbird'439 
\ Basilinna cos... oes XANtuSlj ine sie sim. Xanthus’s Hummingbird.|440 | 156) 105] 7 

; Wachen 3-05 sss es latirOsttis” 5. .ac0 Broad - billed ie 
; ie bird...... sees esse eee 4a 

aaa OOOO lllllEEEEeeEEeEeESESEaEan>a=>SEaaSSESE=EeeaNOOOOOOOOOOOOSOSO — — — — ————————=| 

I ORDER PASSERES. PERCHING BIRDS. 

g < Rake ee Seer ees A. 0, U.| af g 2 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No. | & F 3 

aot - | | 

Tyrannide. Tyrant Flycatchers... IMilvalues eeesetetepa bY RAMUS fess, sess Fork-tailed Flycateher ..|442 | 117) 76) 1 
t | forficatus ......%. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher ./443 117 76 2 

' 1 i ‘yrannus..........|tyrannus.....+-. RN er eas 38] 31/1-2 
i ' \ dominicensis .... Gray Kingbird ..c.3.++..1448 | 117 74| 4 

‘ } i melancholicus. ..\couchii..........|Couch’s Kingbird....... [446 | 158] 105 21 
zt WELLICANS cose nue Arkansas Kingbird..... [447 | 118 76| 6 

i Rt i ' ] vociferans....... Cassin’s Kingbird . ......|448 158) 105 22 
i va ItAMBUS. 1551). 06. \CCRDIANUS ec =, Derby Flycatcher........1449 

' TAM esbtetes........0/LEMENSIS, 20. v0. Giraud’s Flycatcher. ....'450 
/ { |Myiodynastes. ay. ... luteiventris...... Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher 451 

(MivintChus.... 2%)... o/Ermitusi.(. cs. Crested Flycatcher ....../452 41; 32| I 
mexicanus...... Mexican Crested vie 

On} i Catcher si. supa 1463 
’ ' magister..<....../Arizona ‘Crested Hye 

} i Catcher se wade ses see 453% 
‘ 1 Re i 1 ' cinerascens. .... Ash-throated Flycatcher.|454 | 158} 10520 

ry lawrencéll....: .s, Lawrence’s Flycatcher.../455 158] 105|23 
rit ' olivascens. ....../Olivaceous Flycatcher. ..|4552 

Sayorhis..... ..ioiietpheebe.... ...... Phebe acne | teen 450) 74, 50! 5 
HOOK i i i SBA. cnn. MLC Says Phoebe. soe. 457 | TAT Oday 

i nigricans... .¢'2) Black Phoebe) iiy2cme e- A5 Or | PI UO 7Olns 
Conte pussiccace faces |DOreAliS...-..:owieresrs Olive-sided Flycatcher...!459 | 117} 76) 3 

| pettinax.. <<... Coues’s Flycatcher..... |400 154} 104|18 
| } | Wirens? Stitt od. Wood Pewee............\461 73) 50) 3 

| richardsonii. .... Western Wood Pewee....|462 | 154 104 17 
jempidefax.. ..7.,.flaviventris 7. .:. Yellow-bellied Flycatcher|463 | 154) 104|19 
| ‘ GifiGiliS®, . oes Baird’s Flycatcher.......|464 

: eineritius. .<.<. St. Lucas Flycatcher.... . |464is 
aCadiCUS... -oae.. Acadian Flycatcher......|465 154) 104/20 

; ‘ pusilltis).< nieean Little Flycatcher... ...:|466 | 1§4) 104/21 
; : traillii..... ......|Traill’s Flycatcher. .....|4662 | 74! 5o| 4 
: PIIMUS), 00: 56. Least Hiycatcher........|407 72| 49/10 

‘ hammondi......: Hammond's Flycatcher. 466 147| 100) 8 
@DSEULUS 0. ce |Wright’s Flycatcher...../469 | 147) 100| 9 

; fulyifrons. ... cild« \Fulvous Flycatcher...... 470 
: : pygmeus.....c< | Buff-breasted Flycatcher .|470¢ | 148] 101] 3 

al Pyrocephalus......i.Jrubineus.........|mexicanus.......|Vermilion Flycatcher... 471 133} 88) 9 
j Omnithion cece sos qlambenbess cc. an vc \Beardless Flycatcher ....'472 

i ridgwayi.... ....|Ridgway’s Flycatcher. ..|472¢ 
ilaudidze.’ | Warks.< gas camssctasac A IAUCGl | « os: + <erermrfEVENSiSs;... ws. Sloylarks |. sjeee as 

: GOR OPIS co sc... wo lAlpestris...... sa nim Horned: Wark ent... 47a 82; 56) 4 
leucoleama....:4, Pallid Horned Lark . .4../474¢ 

: ; ; praticola........ Prairie, Horned Lark.....1474? 
ee ' arenicola........|Desert Horned Lark.....|474¢ 

‘ se f } giraudi.........cdexam Horned Lark.....\474¢ | 
au : ie |chrysolama, ..... Mexican Horned Lark. «ide 178i 17|16 

; es rubea.......... <<{Ruddy, Horned Lark. ....\474/ 
: Stricataeeen cn ot “etreateel Horned Lark... la7as 

Corvidg. Crows, Jays, Magpies, etc.|Pica,,i:..........-.-|pica,........<s,jhudsonica, .... <American Magpie... 1475 79| 53] © 
; 4 DUA cas co. shove Yellow-bellied Magpie., “1476 £1t) 93's 

saat BannllCWangeltta.«:00 ©. (Ctistata. os. . mfanieeal: Be Jaye tee ja 55) 393-4 
: florincola.... ....|Florida Blue Jay.... ....|477@ 

ae stelleri.os «ales \Steller’s Jayec... See l478 Vl Onl aa 
; frontalis. ........|/Blue-fronted Jay........./4782 | 156] 105] 2 

E ; ; macrolopha......|Long-crested Jay....... |4784 | 156] 105] 3 
; j i <td annecteus........|Black-headed Jay......../478¢ 

a ee ee - \Aphelocoma. ....../floridana.. coc... Florida Jay.......+--.. 479 | 95) 66] 2 
; : ; woodhousei ..... Woodhouse’s Jay....... 1480 1371 o2| 1 

! ; idl ; t californica... iit \California Jay.......... 1481 139| 93] 1 
: i ; nt Ihypeleuca. ......| 14812 

5% : tt Belin nor cesose rin iielare aheanclasor! JeNibonns ohh conn she) 
‘ Bs PRE iH jinsularis Tee eet feats Cruz Jays sees ae |4820is 

Faria 5 paaauientitl HRANGHQUla.. co... + HUXUOSA, o.oo saqhel Green save. een 83 156| 105] 1
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ORDER PASSERES. PERCHING BIRDS.—Continued. 

: acou) & | af | 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No g & § 

-/e 818 

Corvide. Crows, Jays, Magpies, cte.|/Perisoreus..........|canadensis...... Canadas Jay ses cess 5 941 97| 97] 3 
capitalis........./Rocky Mountain Jay.....|484¢ | 177| 117] 6 
fumifrons ........|Alaskan Jay..........+.-|484? 
nigricapillus....../Labrador Jay...... .. ..|484¢ 

ODSCUPUS 100506 Oregon Jay...-.....----1485 | 178] 118) 1 
COEVUS. sc umumcwse \COLAKy ce. «5 aye'SinUatus. .... 1.5) |Mexicana Raven. ce. vs (490 96} 67] 1 

: principalis. ......]Northern Raven.........|486¢ 
cryptoleucus...., White-necked Raven....|487 177| 117|-8 
americanus. ..... American Crow.........1488 96} 67] 2 

floridanus........|Florida Crow...0. «.0s «4887 | 166] 169/17 
hesperis........, «(California Crow......... 1488" 

CAUTIDUS hc. eyes Northwest Crow.........!489 | 165] 109]15 
ossifragus. ...... Fish Crow.........-+---|490 | 165] 109/16 

Picieorvus..........|columbianus, ...< Clarke’s Nutcracker..... “491 165| 109/14 
: ; \Cyanocephalus. ..../Cyanocephalus, .. Pinon) Jayerac: 2+ owes 402 136} gojIo 

Benbdinass Olatinises.. 2... ss \oturnus......... .s\vulearis...2,.... Sterling co.cc ».. 1403 
Icteride. Blackbirds, Orioles, etc../Dolichonyx ......../oryzivorus,...... Bobolittkiiy2.5. ates ae (404 47|  34/4-5 

| albinucha.. ...../Western Bobolink......./494¢ 
TBLOIGENGUR cao oes AEP nos as bce ae Cowbird =. ce. cecten ss 1/495 ola 52\ey 

obscurus.........)/DwarfCowbird .........1495% | 172] 114] 4 
Galllothrusite.jee as [CODUStUS) con. cae c Bronzed Cowbird........|496 
Xanthocephalus ....|xanthocephalus. . Yellow-headed Blackbird.|497 | 101) 71] 2 
Claus»... ....5-.(pHeeniceus ....... Red-winged Blackbird. ../498 44} 33/2-3 

briyanti........../Bahaman Red-wing ...../498¢ 
sonoriensis ..... [Sonoran Red-wing ......|4984 

gubernator...... Bicolored Blackbird....../499 | 155) 104/29 
friCOlOhe. sees Tricolored Blackbird...../500 | 110) 73] 1 

SRUPNC 8 cee ceeds «IAQ esis conus Meadowlarke: 70. is... «2a|5O1 23} 24 
mexicana........|/Mexican Meadowlark... .|501¢ 

| neglecta........./Western Meadowlark..../5014 | 155] 104/30 
FEGUGEUS eetins eens s /ICUCTUS: ens c crus s Mroupialio ct, stecy es oe] 502 

audubonii. ...... Audubon’s Oriole........|503 | 164) rogit2 
parisorum....... Scott’s Oriole.......... |504 172] 114] 7 
pe aoe Hooded Oriole..........|505 | 148] ro1| 6 

nelsoni........../Arizona Hooded Oriole. .|505¢ 
SPURS so. cs 5 Orchard” Oriole <2...... ..<|500' 13) 12| 3 
galbilan wt. Baltimore Oriole..... ...|507 V2 |5 Gi zit—e 
ibullockd.sc.5) <0... Bullock’s Oriole.........|508 136, 90] 9 

Scolecophagus....../carolinus.. ...... Rusty Blackbird. ......../509 78 52|6 
cyanocephalus. .. Brewer's Blackbird......|510 92] 64) 3 

@uiccalus ss. e\quicculars; 92: Burple Grackles ous. se-/6| 501 TI 5205 
agleus..........|Florida Grackle.........|§11¢ 172) 114] 7 
aeneus.,.........-|Bronzed Grackle........)5114 

macrourus... ... Great-tailed Grackle.....|512 165! 1o9|13 
MAjOr aks 5 ssa es Boat-tailed Grackle......|513 TIN 52\54 

Fringillide. Finches, Sparrows, etc.\Coccothraustes. ....|vespertina....... Evening Grosbeak.......|514 | 133] 88|I! 
Pinicolat. .s0vjs18..|enucleator.. 1. Jjeanadensis. <2. 0. (rime Grosbeak... 7%). .< (515 54) 38/9-10 

kadiaka, ........|Kadiak Pine Grosbeak. ..|515¢ 
Pir nla. 5.505.055 /CaSSIN, 6S eas Cassin’s Bullfinch........|516 | 172] 114} 5 
Carpodacus.........|purpureus....... Purples bP inclinw..2f.2. 73 (507, 69] 48|10 

californicus .....,/California Purple Finch. .|517¢ 
CAcsINi s chmtuee sce Cassin’s Purple Finch....|518 | 144] 97| 8 
mexicanus ......|frontalis........ [House Finch............|519 | 108] 101/65 
MINDS ai ases cic (hare Guadalupe House Finch. |520 

Weoxia.. 2... <<-+,<-\Curvitostra «:.-..|minor. .........--|merican Crossbill.. ... (521 53} 38\7-8 
stricklandi.......|Mexican Crossbill.......|5212 | 138] 92] 7 

leucopteras <2 <1 White-winged Crossbill. .|522 70; $3) 3 
Leucosticte.........|griseonucha. .... Aleutian Leucosticte...../523 | 135] 90] 4 

tephrocotis.. .... Gray-crowned Leucosticte|524. 

littoralis.........|Hepburn’s Leucosticte. ..|524¢ 
Abtatar sens «nod Black Leucosticte...... [525 
australis... os<. Brown-capped Leucosticte|526 | 135] go} 5 

Acanthis.........../hornemannii .... Greenland Redpoll......|527 
exilipes. ........|Hoary Redpoll..........|527¢ | 104] 71|/10 

Winaria. 26 ose.ss Redpollt sce. acme 528 69} 49| 2 
holbeellii.........|/Holbeell’s Redpoll...... ./528¢ 
rostrata... ......(G@reater Redpoll. 7 «0 5280 

OS ar cae tec sta <2 ce American Goldfinch. ....|529 68} 48) 7 
SALE IA oe ears Arkansas Goldfinch......|530 | 130) 86] 1 \ 

arizone..........|Arizona Goldfinch. ......|530 | 172] 114] 3 
mexicanus.......|Mexican Goldfinch..... |530% | 172] 114] 2 

lawrencei....... Lawrence’s Goldfinch....|§31 | 131] 87|2-3 
MOtatus; vac. ose Black-headed Goldfinch. .|532 132} 88] 3 
HOUIS tc mseerei nisin Pine Siskinee.<.t.0es--15390- 1-157 |-1Os|t2 

Plectrophenaxc: «...|MivaliS...< \sc0<s Snowilakesiigiscc ior 1534, II] 10) 2 
townsendi........|Prybilof Snowflake ......|534¢ 

hyperboreus. .... McKay’s Snowflake. ...../535 
Calearius’.... ......!lapponicus ....<5 ‘Lapland Longspur.......1536 80! 53! 7
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ORDER PASSERES. PERCHING BIRDS.— Continued, 

A. 0,Us| FI g 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. Noole 8 

ue Be & 

ingillidz. Finches, Sparrows, etc/Calcarius.... ......|pictus........... Smith’s Longspur........|537 140} 94 
eee es Se ae Chestnut-collared Long- 5 

Ce eer ce re ee ee ie 
Rhynchophanes ....|mccownii....... McCown’s Longspur.....|539 | 140] 94] 4 
Poocwtes...........|@ramineus ...... 540 84) 48! 8 

ONRRIsA sc; 1a 540% | 154) 104/13 
‘(Amimodramus, ..:..|PMMCEPSis.@ecn.. | Ipswich Sparrow......../541 172 11416 

sandwichensis ... Sandwich Sparrow.......|542 | 154] 1o4jr5 
savanna. ........|Savanna Sparrow......../542% | 69] 49 I 
alaudinus........|/Western Savanna Sparrow|542° | 134] 89] 6 
bryanti...........|Bryant’s Marsh Sparrow. ./542¢ 

beldingt ox. .ses Belding’s Marsh Sparrow.|543 
ROSCLAtUS s<y2 2p: Large-billed Sparrow..../544 | 153] 104) 9 

guttatus .........|St. Lucas Sparrow.......|544? | 154) roqir4 
Ibaitditc. « conlediac Baird’s Sparrow. ......../545 140) 94) I 
savannarum.....{passerinus. ......|Grasshopper Sparrow. .../546 67} 48] 3 

perpallidus......./Western Grasshopper 1 | 
Sparrow...) 5-0-2 -(540% | 1S4l Todi 

henslowii........ Henslow’s Sparrow ......|547 175| 115| 6 
leconteii ........ Leconte’s Sparrow. ..... [548 | 153) 104) 3 
caudacutus ...... Sharp-tailed Sparrow ....|549 66) 48) I 

: nelsoni... 00... ../ Nelsons Sparrow, 12. 9.15404 
subvirgatus ......|Acadian Sharp-tailed Spar- 

COWS casas ees wnt leo” 
MMVATILIMMUS crest oes Seaside Sparrow .... ....|5§50 7O| 49) 4 

peninsule........|Scott’s Seaside Sparrow. .|550% 
sennetti..........|Texan Seaside Sparrow. .|550° 

nigrescens....... Dusky Seaside Sparrow..|551 | 169] 112) 1 
Chondestes.........|grammacus. ... Lark Sparrow «5.02. «50.115 52 68] 48) 4 
Zonotrichia:...,........|querula.....-+-< Harris’s Sparrow.........|553 142} 95] 6 

. leucophrys =. ../.. White-crowned Sparrow .|554 | 49| 36/7 
intermedia ..... Intermediate Sparrow... .|555 155} 104/27 
gambelt,.vsat ees Gambel’s Sparrow. ....../556 | 157] 1osit4 
ecoronata,..... 2. Golden-crowned Sparrow.|557 135} 90] I 
WalbiCOllis. sssicvscia12 White-throated Sparrow. ./558 49| 36) 6 

Spizella............|monticola. ...... Tree Sparrow... ..0..<.01850 66} 48] 2 
| lochracea........./Western Tree Sparrow. ..|5597 
iSOCiAlS 0.1. vas | Chipping Sparrow ......:|560 68} 48] 6 

arizone........../Western Chipping Spar- 
| POW (8 cops «~~ oo |SOO7 | 140) TOLLO 

Pallid a ts secs ss Clay-colored Sparrow. ..|/561 155] 104/28 
Brewerl, s.0. 10 Brewer’s Sparrow........|562 155] 104/28 
pusilla cn. swans Field Sparrow...... ..../563 70} 49] 3 

arenacea.... ....|Western Field Sparrow . .|563¢ 
wortheni........ Worthen’s Sparrow......|564 
atrigularis....... Black-chinned Sparrow ..|565 | 148] 1o1| 7 

WNC ORs + =e. -(aikenig 0.2... White-winged Junco...../566 | 154] roq|rr 
hyemalis i. 0404 Slate-colored Junco.. ..../567 53] 385-6 

joregonus.... ....{Oregon Junco. ..........|5672 | 142] 95| 7 
carolinensis ++--<.|Carolina Junco..........|§672 

annectens....... Pink-sided Junco.... ....|568 
leaniceps...... oa Grey-headed Junco....../569 | 154] 1ogjrr 
cinereus,... ....|palliatus.........|Arizona Junco’:... .....|570 

dorsalis. ........|Red-backed Junco. ......|5702 
Daicdiss ccc. se Baird’ Junco. <<: cn 1571 

= enistilarisc, <. ...<- Guadalupe Junco........|572 
Amphispiza ........jbilineata........ Black-throated Sparrow..|573 | 138] 92/ 6 

ENG |g aes Bell’s Sparrow...... ....|574 | 147] 100|10 
nevadensis. ......|Sage Sparrow. .........|574¢ 

Peewee. 1. ~os5 es eStivalis.... <5... Pine-woods Sparrow..... |575 
bachmanii ......./Bachman’s Sparrow......|575¢ | 95] 66 4 

MEXICAaNa cco Mexican Sparrow. ......|577 
CaSSinin4.. smu Cassin’s Sparrow..... ...|§78 | 157] 105/12 
Ganpalis. sno. Rufous-winged Sparrow..|579 | 157] 105/13 
PUNCEDS 15 oes Rufous-crowned Sparrow.|580 | 147] 100) I 

boucardi........./Boucard’s Sparrow. ..... 5807 
: scottii. ..........|Scott’s Sparrow..... ....|5804 

Melos pita <5...) ac1 laSClataneuteaic= Song Sparrow. ........../581 4, 44-5 
fallax............|Desert Song Sparrow ... 5812 | 148] 101| 9 
montana. ........|Mountain Song Sparrow. .|5814 
heermanni. ....../Heermann’s Song Sparrow|s81¢ 153] 104] 2 
samuelis........./Samuel’s Song Sparrow ..|581¢ | 153 104} I 
guttata ........ /Rusty Song Sparrow. ....|581¢ | 151 103|12 
rufina......,,....|Sooty Song Sparrow...../581/ | 141 94) 9 

CiNerea. lees Aleutian Song Sparrow . .|582 
EBCOlnt .¢:c.5=4 Lincoln’s Song Sparrow .|5§83 | 104) 7112 
georgiana,...... Swamp Song Sparrow. me 67| 48] 5 

Basserella..5.....illaca =.0c<ceee Fox Sparrow........ ...,'885 82| 5616
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ORDER PASSERES, PERCHING BIRDS.— Continued. : 
a 

| A.0.u.) 2 | # | 2 
FAMILY. | GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No. g < oi 

| ee ee een 
Fringillide. Finches, Sparrows, ee Passe relia sfodel lief croiays unalaschcensis. ..|Townsend’s Sparrow.....|585% | 141) 94/10 

| megarhyncha ..,.|Thick-billed Sparrow... .|585% 
f schistacea........|Slate-colored Sparrow. ../585° | 154] 10426 
|Embernagra. ......|rufivirgata ...... Texas Sparrow......... [586 | 172] 114/14 
Pipilo............../erythrophthalmus WROWHEE Se 6c aces ocoe os re 1507. 83] 56) 8 

allefi,.v.... ....|White-eyed Towhee. .....1567" | 173) 114105 
maculatus, .+..0.lareticus.,.0 .+..|Arctic lowhee,..c.... (506 104) 71|II 

megalonyx.....-..|Spurred Towhee.... ..../588¢ | 133] 88/12 
oregonus.........|Oregon Towhee.........|5884 | 132! 88] 6 

consobrinus. .... Guadalupe Towhee....../589 
chlorurus. ...... Green-tailed Towhee ..../590 | 140] 94 2 
fUSCUS 4.2 5..<. «.|mesoleucus ......|\Canon: Nowhee. ...<.....|50u 144} 97|10 

albigula... ....../Saint Lucas Towhee.....|591% | 154] 104 32 
crissalis..... ....|Californian Towhee......|591% | 154] 104/31 

ADELti ac cin tiles Abert’s Towhee.........|592 | 144 og|tt 
Cardinalis...0)1 ..¢|cardinalis....... Cardinal icra cs sess 01503 31; 28)3-4 

| isuperbus .... ..../Arizona Cardinal........|5937 | 
igneus...........|Saint Lucas Cardinal.....|593% | 154} 104/22 

Pyathuloxia.. cei. es |SinUata sss... -s 4 Texan Cardinal. ........1594 | 154} 104/23 
beckhami........|Arizona Pyrrhuloxia.....|594¢ | 

HMabiag 0... 2 UdOVICIana. 1... Rose-breasted Grosbeak. .|595 6 5\2-3 
melanocephala .. Black-headed Grosbeak..|596 | 141 94 8 

WGuirdca .. 5.6.0.0. lcverulea. 20.4 2... Blue Grosbeak ...........(§97 | 133 8810 
IPASSCYIN Ars wens nee ICVANEA. 50.5 00 e Indigo Bunting. ...... ..|598 13] 12) 4 

AMCENG. 5... coe. Lazuli Bunting..........1599 | 135] 90) 2 
versicolor. ;..... Varied Bunting. ........]600 | 155) 10424 

: \pulchra........../Beautiful Bunting. ......|6007 | 
Ginisieeweseece Painted Bunting. ........ 601 93| 64 7 

Sporophila.........!morelleti........ Morellet’s Seed-eater....|602 | 144) 97 4 
uetheldc co. 222-5 |DICOlOr, 25. < oeae Grassquit. .........4....+|003 

Ganoran ss. x tre Melodious Grassquit.... .|603%# | 
Spizd couse ve - \AMETICANA 44.6 =% Dickcissel.......-.......|604 82} 56 2 
Calamospiza........|melanocorys..... Lark Bunting...........|605 138] 9210 

Tanagride, Tanagers........... .|Euphonia s+eseee++-lelegantissima. ... Blue-headed Euphonia. . .|606 
\Piranga...........-|ludoviciana ..... Louisiana Tanager.......|607 | 133| 88 8 

fUbriceps . 2.5.5 Red-headed Tanager... . 6074 
erythromelas.... Scarlet Tanager. .......608 Il] 9S 
hepatica ........ Hepatic Tanager........\609 | 144] 97] 6 
PUTS iis cee as Summer Tanager........|610 | 109] 72| 7 

lcooperi...........|Cooper’s Tanager........|6102 | 172] 114] 6 
Pinugdmida: © Swallows. 5.0... |PIOPNe 2. <o<,.0-0siclSUbISy, 5... 6.025 < Purple Martin.......... [611 | 119) 76) 8 

cryptoleuca. .... Cuban Martin. ..........|6114% | 
|Petrochelidon ....../lunifrons........ Cliff Swallow..... ......|612 go} 63) 3 
\Chelidon.........../erythrogaster. .. Barn Swallow ..........|613 104 72\ I 
(Pachycineta.......-.-|bicolor. :.. .00.: ree Swallow: 1..)..8300s 00d g1| 63| 8 

thalassina. ...... Violet-green Swallow..../615 | 119} 76) 9 
WGHVICOla si. se ee |tIPAtid.), a: cts Bank Swallow:.......--+.|016 go} 63) 2 
Stelgidopteryx. ....|serripennis...... Rough-winged Swallow. .\617 go} 63] 4 

Ampelidz. Waxwings, etc......../Ampelis..........-|garrulus......... Bohemian Waxwing ....|618 | 103) 71| 9 
eedrorum: ...... Cedar Waxwing.........|619 81) 56) 1 

Phainopepla....<...\nitens. ....<.s.+ Phainopéepla..<.....s-%+. 020 131} 88) 1 
Laniide. Shrikes...... ..........{Lamius.............|borealis......... Northern Shrike.........|621 

ludovicianus .... Loggerhead Shrike. .....|622 120} 76\11 
excubitorides.....|White-rumped Shrike... .|622¢ | 120) 76\10 
gambeli.........|California Shrike.... ....|6224 

Vireonide. Vireos.........  ....|Vireo.............-[altiloquus. ....../barbatulus. ......|Black-whiskered Vireo...|623 | 151] 103/11 
olivaceus ....... Red-eyed Vireo.........|624 71| 49| 8 
flavoviridis...... Yellow-green Vireo..... |625 
philadelphicus. .. Philadelphia Vireo ......|626 | 175] 115] 9 
IIS fics ccs one Warbling Vireo.........|627 72| 4919 

swainsoni,. ......|9wainson’s Vireo........|627% | 146) 100] 4 
flavifrons........ Yellow-throated Vireo. . .|628 70| 49) 5 
solitarius........ Blue-headed Vireo......./629 71; 49| 6 

alticola..........|Mountain Solitary Vireo. .|6297 
. cassini...... ....|Cassin’s Vireo...........|6295 

plumbeus.........|Plumbeous Vireo........|629° | 146] 100) 5 : 
atricapillus...... Black-capped Vireo......|630 | 152) 103/16 
noveboracensis . . White-eyed Vireo.......|631 71| 4017 

maynardi........|Key West Vireo.. ......|6314 
huttoni.......... Hutton’s Vireo..........|632 | 152] 103/17 

stephensi........|/Stephens’s Vireo....... .|6324 
Belligsircnnes c Bell’s Vireo. ...........|633 | 146] 100) 2 

pusillus...,....../Least Vireo...... ......1633¢ | 146 100) 1 
NiciNIOn: 4 are .5 Gray Vireo, ............|634 | 146] 100) 3 

Coerebide. Honey Creepers. ......|Certhiola.........../bahamensis...... ; Bahama Honey Creeper. .|635 95} 66 3 
Mniotiltida. Wood-Warblers......|Mniotilta...........\varia............ Black and White Warbler|636 7; 5/6 

Protonotaria 2... i -|CRTGA, cca v cee ss0 Prothonotary Warbler... .|637 137| 91] 2 
Helinaia.....,.....|swainsoni........| Swainson’s Warbler..... . 638 100] 70] 8
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ORDER PASSERES. PERCHING BIRDS.— Continued. 

e sa zs es A.0.U,| a 8 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES, No. g < 8 

Mniotiltide. Wood-Warblers......|Helmitherus,.......|vermivorus..... Worm-eating Warbler ..|639 64) 7 4 
Helminthophila ....Jbachmani....... Bachman’s Warbler......|640 | 100 70\ 7 

PMU soe eens Blue-winged Warbler... .|641 65} 47| 8 
chrysoptera. .... Golden-winged Warbler. ./642 63| 47) 3 
UCI ara scqooer Lucy’s Warbler..........1643 172| 114] 12 
MiFQINIGE 5c one's Virginia’s Warbler ......|644 137) 2] 2 
ruficapilla....... Nashville Warbler. .....|645 175| I15| 10 

gutturalis........|Calaveras Warbler ......645¢ 
Celatatan. scars Orange-crowned Warbler|646 | 100) 70) 10 

lutescens...... ..{Lutescent Warbler.......|646¢ | 157) 105, 10 
peregrina. ....< Tennessee Warbler ...../647 65) 47). 10 

Compsothlypis......Jamericana ...... Parula. Watblere.. 25... 648 48| 36] 1 
migrilora,..... i++ Sennett’s Warbler...... -|649 

NDENCEOICA ri «a1. om os MELINA. «ce ajoat Cape May Warbler ..... 650 65} 47] 9 
lolivacea... ...... Olive Warbler.........../651 
ReStiVa cosccere ee Yellow Warbler.........|652 65) 47] 11 

morcomi ........|Western Yellow Warbler./}6527 
sonorama........|9onora Yellow Warbler.. (652° 

bryanti..........lcastaneiceps. .... Mangrove Warbler .....|653 
czrulescens..... Black-throated Blue War- 

Dlen oven dears scree es sre ralasea Bilaes 

: lcoronata.......- Myrtle Warbler..... o. 11055 53/ 38) 4 
aUGUDOMI <j... Audubon’s Warbler...... 656 99| 470) 1 
maculosa. .-.-.- Magnolia Warbler.......|657 48} 36) 2 
Gerulea: ccc er ots Cerulean Warbler......./658 50] 371 3 
pensylvanica.... Chestnut-sided Warbler.. 659 52} 38)1-2 
Gastaneal: 5... ci Bay-breasted Warbler.. . .}660 5a; 371.5 
striata. x cc tiaras Black-poll Warbler...... 661 poles solees 
blackburniz. .... Blackburnian Warbler. .. 662 48 30)3-4 
dominica.....i-.0.1 Yellow-throated Warbler. 663 7 Sl 7 

albilora..... ....|9ycamore Warbler...... .|663¢ 157 105) 17; 
PTaACiGe a. wets wnat Grace’s Warbler.........|664 | 172] 114) 13 
nigrescens, ...-../ Black-throated Gray War | 

blest. vets e- -- (005) | stgco2! 
chrysoparia...... Golden-cheeked Warbler. 666 172| 114) ro 
MILES: 3. ee os Black - throated Green| | 

Warbler. ci. .cs er one 1 007 Kebecyl 2 
townsendi. ..... Townsend’s Warbler... . .|668 4; 7Ol 2 
occidentalis. .... Hermit Warbler.........|669 | 100} 70] 4 
Kirtland! (22. 2425 Kirtland’s Warbler......]670 | 172] 114) 11 

WAS OUS ttn bem la sors Pine Warbler... 7... 23.071 63] 47) 2 
palmarum....... Palm: Warbler. ..° 02.25. ee 66} 47| 12 

Yellow Palm Warbler... .|672¢ 
discolor. tes RE ROGNORER: a Prairie Warbler. ........|673 51| 37| 6 

Seiuruss:...........laurocapillus. ..2. Ovensbird......... .,)..|674 51) 37\7-8 
jnoveboracensis .. Water Uhrush..<......2. 1075 88) 62) 5 

notabilis.........|Grinnell’s Water Thrush .|675” 
motacilia. <2: ... Louisiana Water Thrush. |676 88} 62) 4 

Geothlypis. ...--...|formosa. ........ Kentucky Warbler.......|677 931 G4) 5 
agilis: J. spsce es Connecticut Warbler.... |678 82| 56] 5 
philadelphia. .... Mourning Warbler ......|679 Bi) 37| 4 
macgillivrayi.... Macgillivray’s Warbler...|680 | 100} 70) 6 
tRIChaSe ss ie ees Maryland Yellow-throat.|681 | 713-4 

occidentalis......|Western Yellow-throat . .|6812 
beldingiy.cc.0 3.0% Belding’s Yellow-throat. .|682 

eteniaee-< cred: ec VIFENSts oe. a eine ela Chat... .|683 110} 72) 9 
‘ Long-tailed Chat........|6832 | 152] 103] 1 

Sylvania. « <.....~.\mitrata... nec ORE eee Focted Warbler... lay 3 e : 
pusilla necmccce Wilson’s Warbler....... .|685 63) 47) 1 

: pileolata........,|Pileolated Warbler..... (0854 157) 105] 19 
canadensis ...... Canadian Warbler.......|686 64) 47) 7 

setophaga....... ..jruticilla..:...... American Redstart..... "687 Glens a 
picts atioes Painted Redstart... ... 688 | 1341 89 4 
MINA ta Se caa ek Red-bellied Redstart... ./689 

Cardellina..........|rubrifrons. ...... Red-faced Warbler .... ./690 
IBEPAUCUS ec i oec ins vOFUDET Oh cise acces Red Warbler. ........,..|601 
Basileuterus........|culicivorus ...... Brasher’s Warbler. ..... ‘\692 | 

Dellivaecem sos Bell’s Warbler.......... .|693 | 
Motacillidas= Wagtails. oo. ses se (Motactla. 5... .,-sclalbacgs. tc ols. White Wagtail ........./694 

ecularis, .. 6. cc64 Swinhoe’s Wagtail ......|695 
Budytes....... ..../flavus...........leucostriatus. ... ,/Siberian Yellow Wagtail.696 | 163] 109] 4 
Anthus<.., .... .;..|pensilvanicus ... American Pipit...... ....|697 82] 56] 3 

pratensis........ Meadow Pipit. ..........|698 | 178] 117] 10 
ICERVINIUS: 06a. coc Red-throated Pipit....... 699 

; spraguei........ Spragues Pipit.<.. 0... “1700 165] 109] 18 
(Cinclidme. = Dippers.....-5.... ..-.|Cificlus,..... .....s|mexicanus......s American Dipper.. \701_ | 139} 93) 6 
Troglodytide. Wrens,Thrashers,etc.|\Oroscoptes.........|montanus. ...... Sage Thrasher: . 66. cs. es 173] 114] 19 

Mimus............. polyglottos: ::.. Mockingbird........... 1703 | 150! 103' 3
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ORDER PASSERES. PERCHING BIRDS.— Continued, 

A. 0. U. s g g 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. no | 2 | 418 

~ me & 

Troglodytidz. Wrens,Thrashers,etc.Galeoscoptes.. ....\carolinensis. .... Catbird(. sin. aninedtertesni OR Bi Fae? 
Harporhynchus. .../jrufus, <....5..%%.. Brown Thrasher ......../705 109g} 72| 8 

longirostris. ....jsennetti........../Long-billed Thrasher.. ../706 | 152] 103] 19 
curvirostris...... Curve-billed Thrasher. ..707 | 151] 103] 4 

palmerio...... ..jbalmers Uhrasher.....-9|707¢ 
bendirei. 4.0... Bendire’s Thrasher ......|708 149} 103} 2 
cinereus......... St. Lucas Thrasher....../709 | 151] 103] 6 
redivivus 2.23). Californian Thrasher. ..../710 | 151] 103) 5 
lecontel..... ....... Leconte’s Thrasher......|711 152} 103} 20 
crissalis......... Crissal Thrasher. ........|712 149] 103} 1 

Campylorhynchus...|brunneicapillus .. Cactus Wren\.5c.22% <s..:1713_ | 144l= O77] <5, 
, tnt her acre St. Lucas Cactus Wren ..|714 | 151} 103) 8 

Salpinctes. ........jebsoletus. ...... Mock Wrell.<c.<..c.0as.fl5 IO 7u es 
guadeloupensis .. Guadalupe Rock Wren. . .|716 

Catherpes...... .«,.|Mexicanus....... White-throated Wren.. ag 132) 88] 5 
conspersus. ....../Cafion Wren............|717% 

Thryothorus......../ludovicianus. .... Carolina Wren..........|718 78, 52) 8 
miamensis. ......]Florida Wren....... ....|7187 | 

bewickit;<.<.-1.: Bewick’s Wren..........|719 | 102) 71| 6 
spilurus. ........|Vigor’s Wren. ......... |719% BSNS ead 
murinus.........|Baird’s Wren. ..........|719% | 152] 103] 18 

brevicaudus. .... Guadalupe Wren........ 720 
roplodytes...<....iacdOn .s. . 2. .-- House Wren..... ......|721 83) 56) 7 

parkmanii........|Parkman’s Wren.........|721 | 152| 103] 22 
aztecus. ..., ....|Western House Wren... ./7214 

hiemalis..... .... Winter Wren............/722 50, 36] 8 
pacificus,......../Western Winter Wren... ve 

alascensis. ...... Alaskan Wren........../723 152) 103] 21 
Cistothorus....*....|stellaris: ........ Short-billed Marsh Wren.|724 87), 61) 22 

palustris........ Long-billed Marsh Wren./725 | 5) 4(6-7 
Mariani. .....- Marian’s Wren......... "ras 

Certhiide. Creepers..............|Certhia............|familiaris .......Jamericana. ....../Brown Creeper..........|726 791 53, 5 
mexicana........|Mexican Creeper......../726¢ 

Paride. Nuthatches and Tits......|Sitta,..............|/carolinensis. .... White-breasted Nuthatch.|727 2) 2\5-6 
aculeata... ......|Slender-billed Nuthatch .|/727¢ | 151] 103] 10 

canadensis ...... Red-breasted ‘Nuthatch. .|728 73) 50| 2 
ppUsillar ea. /%/3). Brown-headed Nuthatch. |729 92) .64; 4 
PYSMea. cc... s. Pygmy Nuthatch........)730 | 151} 103} 9 

IPAtUSieacitee cis ce oral DICOLON Geass Tufted Titmouse..... ..|731 30] 28) 2 
texensis. ......../Texan Tufted Titmouse .|7317 

atricristatus. .... Black-crested Titmouse. .|732 152) 103) 15 
castaneifrons. ... .|Chestnut-fronted Titmouse|7 32? 

imornatus,.;./.> 0 Plain Titmouse.... .....|733 | 148] 104) 4 
griseus.......-. |Gray Titmouse..........|7337 
cineraceus. ......|Ashy Titmouse. ........1733% 

/ wollweberi. ..... Bridled Titmouse........|734 | 138] 92] 5 
atricapillus...... Chickadee... 2.001 550-.541735 42) 32) 4 

septentrionalis..../Long-tailed Chickadee. ..|735% | 176] 115) 11 
occidentalis......|Oregon Chickadee.......|735% | 152] 103] 14 

carolinensis, .... Carolina Chickadee......|736 | 108) 72) 5 
agilis............|Plumbeous Chickadee... 7364 

meridionalis..... Mexican Chickadee......|737 
gambeli......... Mountain Chickadee. ...|738 | 134} 89) 5 
cinctus......... jobtectus.........|Siberian Chickadee......|739 
Ihudsonicus...... Hudsonian Chickadee... .|740 79) 53] 3 
StONGYUe roses cis Kowak Chickadee. ......|740%# 
rufescens,....... Chestnut-backed Chicka- 

; 6G) Seco en ce ce 748 102} 71) 3 
neglectus........|Californian Chickadee... .|7412 

Chama css cn-seesc eltasciata., saasae Wren= Tit cs cnnca|742 134} 89) 7 
henshawi.. ......{Pallid Wren-Tit.........(7422 

Psaltriparus) .....2,0.|Minimus......<. Bush= Tit cm oe ss eee (7437 (5135| 00S 
californicus ......|Californian Bush-Tit..... 743% 
grinde ........./Grinda’s Bush-Tit.......|743¢ 

plumbeus........ Lead-colored Bush-Tit.. .|744 | 137} 92] 3 
Woy Gilgen s coe Lloyd’s Bush-Tit........|7442#s 

5 Mmelanotis. c5sn.. Black-eared Bush-Tit....|745 
Auriparus....,...../flaviceps.. ...... I CUGI ieecret 740 rs leroal nn, \ 

Sylviide. Warblers, Kinglets, Gnat- 
CAtChers tree en 92% cis. > viele | PhYllopseustes.....<|borealis, 2... ..« Kennicott’s Willow War- 

lets es chess a1 4 072), 114 OO 
INC BUNS yor scare erates SAAD Aw es. «aed Golden-crowned Kinglet.|748 641 47) 5 

lolivaceus.... ....|Western Golden-crowned 
Kinglet 22. is.sn0+en|7484 

calendula. ...... Ruby-crowned Kinglet.. ./749 64) 47| 6 
ODSCULUS 6 66.55 Dusky Kinglet..........|750 

POlOptilacacte'ss a5 < (Ce tUled aa... or Blue-gray Gnatcatcher...|751 50} 37| 4 
iplumbea..2 04554 Plumbeous Gnatcatcher..|752 | 139, 93| 4 
californica ...... Black-tailed Gnatcatcher.!753



16 

ORDER PASSERES. PERCHING BIRDS.—Continued. 

Acou) & | ole 
FAMILY. GENUS. SPECIES. SUBSPECIES. ENGLISH NAMES. No. 2 <5 

| ee 

Turdide. Thrushes, Cionechats| 3 
Bluebirds, etc............ .....|Myadestes..... ....|townsendii...... ‘Townsend's Solitaire.....|754 | 173] 114] 8 

Durdus;............|mustelinus-...... Wood Thrush...........|755 Io} g|I-2 
fuscescens....... Walsons Thrush... ....\750 | iz3| «xia 

salicicolus......../Willow Thrush...... ...|756¢ 
AICI iet cane Gray-Cheeked Thrush...}757 j 175) 115) 5 

bicknelli.........|Bicknell’s Thrush...... .|7572 
ustulatus........ Russet-backed Thrush...|758 | 173) 114) 23 

swainsonii. ......|Olive-backed Thrush ....|758¢ | 173] 114] 24 
aonalaschke..... Dwarf Hermit Thrush..../759 | 101] 70, 12 

; auduboni.... ....|Audubons Hermit Thrush|759¢ | 173] 114] 20 
pallasii..........|Hermit Thrush..........|789% | 48] 36] 5 

flIBCUS cy oss oo Red-winged Thrush. ....|760 
IMerulas.c.... 5. svi) |(MIStatoriace.. .-- American Robin........./761 97| 67) 4 

propinqua......../Western Robin........../7612 
CONNNIS: i ian. St. Lucas Robin.........|762 | 173] 114) 21 

Hesperocichla .... /R&Via...0° cs00n0 Waried Thrush ..:.......|763 | 101] 70) IT 
Gyaneculats or... |SUCCIEA... aa. oe Red-spotted Bluethroat. .|764 
Saxicola:.....)....<-|enanthe:;......- Wikheatear: cssnc. so a0n 1208 139 93) 5 
Sialiawey wigs ace Sta IS am asia Bluebird 32. 5s cciea.se ec eal 700 2S 24 

lazurea...........|Azure Bluebird...........|7662 
‘ mexicaniag c.:.< Western Bluebird........|767 

ARCMCds ti c2h.%s Mountain Bluebird.......|768 103, 71 8 

s Kodgg ee N.Y. 

: i 
Bs ;
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Tue Birps of Nortu AMERICA. 
Oo 

Popular History. 
OO 

PLATE I. ‘‘For my part, I wish the Bald Eagle had not been chosen as 
The White-headed or Bald Eagle. (/Yaliattus leucocephalus.) | the representative of our country. He is a bird of bad moral 

| character; he does not get his living honestly. You may have seen 
Tuts noble bird being the adopted emblem of our beloved Re- | him perched upon some dead tree, where, too lazy to fish for him- 

public, it is first introduced to the kind reader; and he is indeed | self, he watches for the labors of the Fishing-hawk, and when 

fully entitled to a particular notice, as he is the most beautiful that diligent bird has at length taken a fish, and is bearing it to his 
of his tribe in North America. nest for the support of his mate and young ones, the Bald Eagle 

The Bald Eagle has long been known to naturalists, being com- | pursues him, and takes it from him. With all this injustice, 
mon to both Continents, and has occasionally been found in very | he is never in good case, but like those among men who live by 
high northern latitudes, as well as near the borders of the torrid | sharping and robbing, he is generally poor, and very often lousy. 
zone, Chiefly in the vicinity of the sea or on the shores and cliffs | Besides, he is a rank coward; the little King-bird, not bigger than 

of lakes and large rivers. His food consists chiefly of fish, of | a sparrow, attacks him boldly, and drives him out of the district. 

which he seems to be very fond, but he will not refuse, when | He is, therefore hy no means a proper emblem for the brave and 

driven by hunger, to regale himself on a lamb or young pig; he | honest Cincinnati of America, who have driven out all the King- 
will even, ‘‘in hard times,” snatch from a vulture the carrion on | birds from our country, though exactly fitted for the order of 
which he is feeding. knights which the French call Chevaliers d’Industrie.” 

The ardor and energy of the Bald Eagle might awaken a full The Falls of Niagara are one of his favorite haunts, on account 

share of deep interest, were they not associated with so much of the fish caught there, and the attraction presented by the nu- 

robbery and wanton exercise of power, for he habitually despoils merous remains of squirrels, deer, and other animals, which perish 
the Osprey or Fish-hawk of his prey. Of the singular manner in in attempting to cross the river above the cataract. 

which he does this, Alexander Wilson, in his work on North The nest of this species is generally fixed on a very large and 

American birds, says: lofty tree, often in a swamp or morass, and difficult to ascend. It 

‘« Elevated on a high dead limb of some gigantic tree, that com- is formed of large sticks, sods, earthy rubbish, hay, corn-stalks, 
mands a wide view of the neighboring shore and ocean, he seems rushes, moss, etc., and contains, in due time, two eggs of about 
calmly to contemplate the motions of the various feathered tribes the size of a goose egg and of a bluish white color. The young 

that pursue their busy avocations below—the snow-white Gulls, are at first covered with a whitish or cream-colored down and have 

slowly winnowing the air ; the busy Tringz (Sandpipers) coursing light bluish eyes. This cream color changes gradually into a 
along the sands ; trains of Ducks, streaming over the surface ; silent bluish gray; as the development of the feathers advances, the light 
and watchful Cranes, intent and wading; clamorous Crows, and blue eyes turn by degrees to a dark hazel brown; when full grown, 
all the winged multitudes that subsist by the bounty of this vast they are covered wholly with lighter or darker brown feathers, un- 

liquid magazine of nature. High over all these hovers one whose til after the third year, wheu the white of the head and tail grad- 
action instantly arrests his whole attention. By his wide curvature ually appears; at the end of the fourth year he is perfect and of an 

of wing and sudden suspension in the air, he knows him to be the appearance as seen on our plate, his eyes having changed to a 
Fish-hawk, settling over some devoted victim of the deep. His bright straw color. 
eye kindles at the sight, and balancing himself with half-opened The Bald Eagle is three feet long, and measures from tip to tip 
wings on the branch, he watches the result. Down, rapid as an of the wing about seven feet. The conformation of the wing is 

arrow from heaven, descends the distant object of his attention, admirably adapted for the support of so large a bird; it measures 

the roar of his wings reaching the ear, as it disappears in the deep, two feet in breadth on the greater quills and sixteen inches on the 

making the surges foam around. At this moment, the eager looks lesser ; the larger primaries are about twenty inches in length and 

of the eagle are all ardor, and leveling his neck for flight, he sees upward of one inch in circumference where they enter into the 

the Fish-hawk once more emerge struggling with his prey and skin; the broadest secondaries are three inches in breadth across 

mounting in the air with screams of exultation. These are the the vane; the scapulars are very large and broad, spreading from 

signals for our hero, who, launching into the air, instantly gives the back to the wing, to prevent the air from passing through 

chase, and soon gains on the Fish-hawk; each exerts his utmost Another range of broad flat feathers, from three to ten inches long, 

to mount above the other, displaying in these rencounters the most extends from the lower part of the breast to the wing below for the 

elegant and sublime aerial evolutions. The unincumbered Eagle same purpose, and between these lies a deep triangular cavity ; the : 

rapidly advances, and is just at the point of reaching his opponent, thighs are remarkably thick, strong, and muscular, covered with 

when, with a sudden scream, probably of despair and honest exe- long feathers pointing backward. The legs are half covered be- 

cration, the latter drops his fish; the Eagle, poising himself for a low the tarsal joint: the soles of the feet are rough and warty. 

moment, as if to take a more certain aim, descends like a whirl- The male is generally three inches shorter than the female; the 

wind, snatches it in his grasp ere it reaches the water, and bears white on the head and tail is duller, and the whole appearance less 

his ill-gotten booty silently to the woods.” formidable; the brown plumage is lighter, and the bird himself is 

Dr. Franklin is rather severe on this emblem of our National less daring than the female, a circumstance common to all birds of 
Union. He says: prey.
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2 WOODPECKER—NUTHATCH. 

PLATE II. : The Red-headed Woodpecker. (AZclanerpes erythrocephalus.) 

This plate represents a scene which was witnessed by Dr. Jasper, Fig. 3, The male. Fig. 4, The female. 
resting near a patch of woods, between the Scioto river and the This bird is more universally known than any other bird in 

canal, about two miles and a half south of Columbus, Ohio, on North America. His plumage, red, white, and black, glossed 

one of his ee aad Wei = month of May. es with violet, added to his numbers and his peculiar fondness for 

of ; ae pe oe ee meee oe bee along the fences, is so a notorious that almost every- 

by the Yellow Hammer, as the size of it indicated, it being consid- ony iz ee aes a ned spine chet a = 

Sa egal an ie Nataly analy mates Oe pe | a ee 
viously examined this nest; there were four eggs in it at the time. theceds aoe ead oh ripe ee you may a him busy 

ce a a aney the —— 3 in passing an orchard, you may easily know 

low Hammer was during this time most indolently sitting on an- wap eel zo ee aE a ieee: auc 
other stump of a broken tree, seeming not to take any interest in os ee eset bs ne heed 8 Ue a 

desuuipiseter uy te naa indaar mien pect ny | een apes ee 
ie ees of oe =e nee a she ve ae al een Part ae it off to the wee ie ‘also a Indian corn, when 5 its rich, 
the Red-heads, and the united strength of both finally overpowere : : : 

them, and they had to abandon thee nest and eggs tothe Yel- | owt ihe acces tlisof ine Mocks The called ie 
low Hammers, who, in their turn, after having thrown out the eggs ened timber, so common among corn-fields, is his ae ee . 

CE a eed ny ty | Tete he sln ot make i eas, He 
curiosity ; they merely wanted to see what the racket was about. Ae oe! ae rea oe oe Pee ee seen diving and vociferating around the dead high limbs of some 

large tree, pursuing and playing with each other, amusing the 
The Gold-winged Woodpecker. (Colaptes auratus.) passenger with their gambols. The cry of the Red-headed Wood- 

pecker is shrill and lively, and resembles very much the cry of the | 
Fig. 1, The male. Fig. 2, The female. tree-frog. 

Though this species, generally speaking, is migratory, yet they Farmers Oey hate and destroy him whenever they have a 
often remain north during the whole winter. They inhabit the chance ; but whether this is just or not we will leave to them. It 
eGnnenk GheNonh ATicucinom Litdsei’s Bay AG Georgia ; they is stated above that he also destroys thousands and thousands 

have even been found on the norihwest.coast of the continent. of destructive insects and their larvae, and therefore we would say | 

They generally arrive at Hudson’s Bay in the middle of April, and to the farmer, in the benevolent language of the Bee ae not 

leave in September. The natives there call them Ou-thee-quan- io muzzle the mouth of the ox-that freadeth out oe corn ;” and 
nor-ow, from the golden color of their shafts, and the lower side the same liberality should be extended to this useful bird that forms | 

of the wings. This bird has numerous provincial appellations in so Poe e defense agcsnat The SerOons Of ey ee 
the States of the Union, such as ‘‘ High-hole,” from the situation SUUCHVE Vermin: i i ‘ 
of its nest, and ‘¢ Hittucks,” «* Yucker,” «¢ Piut,” «« Flicker,” « Yel- Properly speaking, the Red-headed Woodpecker is a bird of 

low Hammer,” etc. Most of these names have probably originated passage. They inhabit North America from Canada to the Gulf 

from a fancied resemblance of its notes to the sound of the words; of Mexico, and have also been found on the northwestern coast 
for the most common cry of the Gold-winged Woodpecker con- About the middle of May they construct their nests, which they 

sists of two notes or syllables, often repeated, which, by the help se ie bocy cnlaree nbs ee uae Doses) 
of the hearer’s imagination, may seem to resemble any of them. but smoothing the nests to the proper shape and size. The female 

The Gold-winged Woodpecker builds his nest about the middle lays six eggs of a pure white, and the young make their appear- 
5 of April, usually in the hollow body or branch of a tree, at con- ance about the 20th of June. During the first season, the head 

siderable height above the ground, but not always, for I found the and neck of the young birds are blackish gray, the white on the 

nest of one in an apple tree, less than three feet above the ground. wing is also spotted with black, but in the succeeding spring they 
The female lays five or six white, almost transparent eggs, very RECEIVE their ‘perfect Diag es eS oes Dies we eG 
thick at one end and tapering suddenly toward the other; the female differ in nothing except that the female is a trifle smaller. 

young leave the nest early, climbing to the higher branches, where 
they are fed by the parents. Their plumage, in its color and mark- r ‘i 4 

ings, fearbdes ae of the parent birds, a the exception that the The: White-hressted; -Blsskeapped NOmeise (rg 

colors are less brilliant, and the dots appear less frequently on the Fig. 5, The male. Fig. 6, The female. 
bre: n f the old birds. The food va- 
ee ae Prone be esaecnet The White-breasted Nuthatch is common almost everywhere in 

Indian corn, etc., and this is perhaps the reason why farmers de- our woods ard raay. be leasva st 3 disance ty he peat ove : ’ Pp P y * stroy this bird whenever they have a chance. quank, guank—frequently repeated, as he moves up and down in 

Formerly he was classed by many of the ornithologists among spiral circles, around the body and larger branches of the tree, 

the Cuckoos, which was an absurdity, as he has no resemblance E mee pa He aes i ye te - Gens 
; : : pieces of it in search of spiders or other insects and their larve. 

es. oo ge tha: oo He rests and roosts with his head downward, and appears to pos- 

two of his toes are placed before and two behind; he not only — . depres of ee Paes ne et 
é myself, when in the woods, imitating the voice of a bird in distress, 

alights on the branches of a tree, but most frequently on the frank, to see who would be the first to appear, and invariably the Nuthatch 
on which he will climb up or down or spirally around it, just as made his appearance first to see what was the matter. Frequently 3 
his fancy may be; when on the ground, he hops; his flesh is in he will descend very silently within a few feet of the root of the 
quite good esteem. tree where you happen to stand, stopping head downward, stretch- 

| ing out his neck in a horizontal position, as if to reconnoiter your 

appearance, and after several minutes of silent observation, ;
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WHITE OR WHOOPING CRANE—RAIL. 8 ne a a ee ee 
wheeling round, he again ascends with fresh activity, piping his they wander along the muddy flats in search of worms, sailing 
‘«quank, quank,” as before. He is strangely attached to his native occasionally from place to place with a low and heavy flight a lit- 
forests and seldom forsakes them ; amidst the rigors of the severest tle above the surface, and have at such times a very formidable 
winter weather his lively quank, quank is heard in the bleak and appearance. Their cry is loud and piercing, and may be heard 
leafless woods. Sometimes the rain, freezing as it falls, incloses at a distance of two miles; they have various modulations of this 
every twig and even the trunk of the trees in a hard transparent singular cry. When wounded, they attack the gunner or his dog 
coat or shell of ice; on such occasions we observe his anxiety and with great resolution, striking with their sharp and formidable 
dissatisfaction, as being with difficulty able to make his way along bills. They are extremely watchful, but not shy. When alone, 
the smooth surface. At such times he generally abandons the they are constantly on the alert, and a flock of them has always 
woods and may be seen gleaning about the stables, around the regular guards. When alarmed, they never return to the same 

___ house, mixing among the fowls, entering the barn and examining place without sending out a number to reconnoiter. As cautiously 
the beams and rafters and every place where he can pick up a as he avoids man, he becomes as closely attached to him, when 
subsistence. once brought into his companionship; he learns to understand 

The name Nuthatch is very erroneously bestowed on this family every action of his master, knows his voice and shows his satisfac- 
of birds. It was supposed that they could crack the hardest nuts tion when he sees him: he not only regards him as his master, 
with their bills by repeated hammerings; soft-shelled nuts, such but as his friend; society seems to be a necessity to him. One 
as chestnuts, hazel-nuts, and a few more of this description, they that I received from Dubuque, Iowa, which was caught on the 
may perhaps be able to demolish, but I never have seen them do it. Mississippi by a trapper, and has been living with me nearly four 
Hard-shelled nuts, such as walnuts, hickory-nuts, etc., they are years, was at first very ferocious and could only be approached 
perfectly incapable of breaking, as their bills are not at all shaped with great difficulty, but is now perfectly tame. It became in a 
for that kind of work. This absurd idea may have had its origin very short time reconciled to its imprisonment, and is now very 
in the circumstance that we frequently observe the Nuthatch busily much attached to me. 
searching for insects in heaps of shells of broken nuts, lying on The Cranes sometimes rise spirally in the air to a great height, 
some old stump of a tree, or around it, brought there or broken by the mingled noise of their screaming, even when almost out of 
the squirrels, whilst ignorance ascribed the broken nuts to the sight, resembling that of a pack of hounds in full cry. On such 
doings of the feeble little bird. occasions they fly around in large circles, as if reconnoitering the 

This bird builds his nest early in April, in the hole of a tree, in country to a vast extent for a fresh quarter to feed in. At other 
a hollow rail of a fence, and sometimes in the wooden cornice times, they assemble in great masses, forming in regular lines and 
under the eaves ; the female lays five eggs of a dull white, spotted standing erect, with their bills resting on the throat, whilst one will 
with brown at the greater end. The male is the most attentive step out, open his wings and dance in the most ridiculous way be- 
husband and supplies his beloved mate, while setting, regularly fore the others—the people on the Mississippi call this ‘* preach- 
with sustenance, stopping frequently at the mouth of the hole, call- ing ;” at other times several will dance regularly around each 
ing and offering her what he has brought. At other times he other with outspread wings. They live chiefly on vegetable food, 
seems merely to stop and inquire how she is, and to cheer up the such as Indian corn; but readily swallow mice, rats, moles, etc., 
tedious moments with his soothing chatter. He seldom goes far with great avidity. They build their nest on the ground, about 
from the spot, and when danger appears, regardless of his own one foot in height, and lay two pale blue eggs, spotted with brown, 
safety, he flies to alarm her. When both feed on the trunk of the as large as a goose egg, but more lengthened. The Cranes, as 
same tree or on adjoining ones, he is perpetually calling on her, above stated, are distinguished from the other families by the bald- 
and from the momentary pauses he makes, it is evident that he ness of their heads, the broad flag of plumage projecting over the 
feels pleased to hear her reply. tail, and in general by their superior size. They also differ in 

The female differs very little from the male in color, the black their internal organization, in the conformation of the windpipe, 
being only less deep on the head and wings. which enters the breast in a cavity fitted to receive it, and after 

several turns goes out again at the same place, and thence de- 
Tree, scends to the lungs. Unlike the Herons, they have not the inner 

side of the middle claw pectinated; and the hind toe is very short, 
PLATE III. scarcely reaching the ground. The brown Crane (Grus Cana- 

' r m densis) is no other than the young of the Whooping Crane. 
gee aie oF Whooping Crane tees Areas] enersceea:) All & descriptions of inuer eonholodlas a exactly corre- 

In former times the Cranes were classed with the Herons, to which spondent with the above. In a flock of ten or twelve Whooping 
they bear a certain alliance, but were afterward, with propriety, Cranes, three or four are usually of that tawny or reddish-brown 

separated from them, and now form a very natural division in that | tint on the back, scapulars, and wing-coverts, but are evidently 
great class. They are all at once distinguished from the Herons yearlings of the Whooping Crane, and differ in nothing but a that 
(Ardea) by the bald head and the broad, waving, and pendulous and in size from the others. They are generally five or six inches 
form of the greater coverts, and the shortness of the hind toe. The shorter, and the primaries are of a brownish cast, and their legs 

Crane is found in every part of the world, but the group is, not- are also a trifle darker. 
withstanding, limited to a few species. Sacer aaa SannnRanIIT 

Our species, the Whooping Crane, is the tallest and most stately 
of all the feathered tribes of North America. He is the watchful PLATE IV. 
inhabitant of extensive salt marshes, desolate swamps, and open 

morasses in the neighborhood of the sea and large rivers. He is The Rail. (Crex carolinus.) 
migratory, and his migrations are regular and most extensive, Fig. 1, Male. Fig. 2, Female. 
reaching from the shores and inundated tracts of South America 

to the Arctic Circle. In these immense periodical wanderings, The Rail, or as it is called in Virginia, the Sora, and in South 
they rise to such a height in the air as to be seldom observed, and Carolina the Coot, belongs to a genus of birds, of which, as nearly 

form at such times regular lines in about a sharp angle, frequently as can be ascertained, about thirty-two different species are known 
changing their leader, or the one that flies foremost. They have, to naturalists, and those are distributed over almost every region of 
however, their resting stages on the route to and from their usual the habitable parts of the globe. The general character of them 
breeding-place, the more northern regions; and during their stay, is everywhere the same. They run swiftly, but their flight is



4 

4 VIRGINIA RAIL—SONG SPARROW. 

slow, and with the legs hanging down; they become extremely makes it evident that they migrate across that part of the sea be- ; 

fat, and fond of concealment, and usually prefer running to flying. tween the mainland and the islands; and why should this be im- 
Most of them are migratory and abound during the summer in possible? As the Rail can swim and dive well and fly at pleasure, j 
certain countries, the inhabitants of which have very rarely an he seems to me well fitted for such an undertaking. 

opportunity of seeing them. The young Rails, the first season, resemble the females. 
The Rail usually builds his nest in a tussock of grass; the nest Some modern ornithologists have classed this bird under the 

is formed of a little dry grass. The female lays from four to six genus Gallinule; but this seems to me altogether wrong, as all ] 

eggs of a dirty whitish color with brown or blackish spots; the Rails are destitute of a frontal plate, which characterizes the Gal- 
young ones run off as soon as they are hatched: they are covered linula; they otherwise have certainly a strong resemblance to 
with a perfectly black down, and run about among the grass like them. : 

mice. 

The Rails arrive at Hudson’s Bay, and other northern parts, The Virginia Rail. (Rallus virginianus.) 

early in June, breed there, and leave again for the south early in 

autumn. But it is certain that some of them remain with us, as EE 

Ihave caught young Rails myself in the latter part of the month This elegant little bird is far less numerous in this part of the 
of June on the Connecticut river, just a little above the town of United States than the preceding, but inhabits more remote north- 
Wethersfield, in a swampy or reedy place, called there the Weth- ern regions. He is frequently seen along the borders of our salt 
ersfield Cove. I have also been informed, by persons of credit marshes, which are rarely visited by the Sora; he breeds there as 
and intelligence, in several places of the Union, that they had well as among the meadows that border our large rivers. He is 

found nests, as well as young Rails; but what is singular, none of met with in the interior, as far west as the Ohio river; also in Ken- q 
them had ever seen at that time the old ones. The Rails, as well tucky in the groves and wet places, but only in the spring. He 

as the Bobolinks, are very fond of the seeds of two different kinds of feeds less on vegetable and more on animal food than the com- ; 

reeds, which grow up from the soft muddy shores of the tide water, mon Rail. The food of this species consists chiefly of small snail 
and are alternately dry and then covered again with four or five shells, worms, and the larve of insects that it extracts from the 

feet of water. They rise with an erect, tapering stem tothe height | mud with its long bill, which is wonderfully adapted to it. On 
of six or eight feet. They grow up so close together that a boat this account its flesh is much inferior to the former; otherwise, 
can only with difficulty make its way through them at or near the its habits, its thin compressed body, its aversion to take to the . 
time of high water. The seeds are produced at the top of the wing, and the dexterity with which it runs and conceals itself 
plant, the blossoms occupying the lower branches of the panicle among the grass, are exactly similar to those of the common 

and the seeds the higher. Rail, from which genus, notwithstanding the difference of its bill, 
These seeds are nearly as long as an ordinary pin and very it ought not to be separated. 

slender, white, and sweet to the taste; also very nutritious, as ap- Some people call this bird the Fresh Water Mud Hen. The j 

pears by the effect they have on the various birds that at this time epithet “ fresh water” is given to it because of its frequenting only 1 

feed on them. When the reeds are in this state, the Rails take those parts of the marsh where fresh water springs rise through 

possession of them in great numbers. At this season, as you the bogs into the salt marshes. In such places it usually con- 
walk along the embankment of a river where these reeds grow, structs its nest, which is composed altogether of old dry grass and 

: you can hear the Rails squeak in every direction like young pup- rushes. The female lays from six to ten eggs of a dirty white or 

pies. Ifa stone be thrown among them, there is a general outcry cream color, sprinkled with specks of reddish and pale purple, 
and a reiterated ‘‘keek, keek, keek,” somewhat like that of a most numerous near the greater end. They commence laying 

Guinea fowl; any other sudden noise, as the discharge of a gun, early in May, and probably raise two broods in the season. The 
produces the same effect. In the meantime none are to be seen, young of this species are also covered with a pure black down, 

unless it be at or near high water; for when the tide is low, they and have a white spot on their bill, and a soft and piping note. 
universally secrete themselves among the interstices of the reeds, The female is about half an inch shorter than the male, the color 

and you may walk past or even over them—where there are hun- of the breast is paler, and a little more white on the throat and 
dreds—without seeing a single one. On their arrival they are chin. 4 

generally lean and unfit for the table, but as the seeds of the reeds These birds, like the preceding, stand and run with the tail 

ripen, they fatten rapidly, and from about the middle of September erect, which they frequently jerk upward; they also fly exactly 
to the middle of October, are excellent and eagerly sought for. like them, with the legs hanging down, but only a short distance, 
Their flight among these reeds is usually low, and shelter being and the moment they alight run off with great speed. 
abundant, it is rarely extended to more than from ten to fifty yards. ; 

When winged and uninjured in their legs, they swim and dive 

with great rapidity, and are seldom seen to rise again. The Song Sparrow. (Aelospiza melodia.) 

Ihave found them several times, on such occasions, under the z ; 
ay : : Fig. 4, Male. Fig. 5, Female. 

water, clinging with their feet to the reeds. They are very feeble j 

and delicate in every part, except the legs, which seem to possess The Song Sparrow may be found in all parts of the United 
great strength; their bodies being remarkably thin and com- States; he is the earliest, sweetest, and most lasting singer of all 

pressed, measuring not more than an inch and a quarter through the Sparrows. We may call them partially migratory, for the most 

transversely, they are enabled to pass between the reeds like rats. of them pass to the south in the month of November; but many ; 

When seen, they are almost constantly jetting up the tail. Flut- remain with us all winter, in the low sheltered meadows and 
tering as their flight appears in the reeds, I have seen them at swamps. He is the first singing-bird in spring, taking precedence ; 

other times rise to a considerable height, stretching their feet be- of the Peewee and Bluebird. His song, resembling the beginning 3 

hind them and flying to such distances that I really lost sight of of the Canary’s song, or perhaps rather the song of the European 
them. In the State of New Jersey, where this particular kind of Yellow Hammer (Emberiza Citrinella), is very short but exceed- 
reed does not grow, we find no Rails. Most of them leave the ingly sweet, and frequently repeated, generally from the branches 

Middle States before the end of October, and the Southern States of a bush or small tree, where he sits, chanting for an hour at a 
early in November, though some are found lingering in the warm time. He is very fond of frequenting the borders of rivers, mead- i 
southern marshes the whole winter. Numbers of them have been ows, swamps, and other like watery places. He is found, with a 4 

found in the West Indies at the time of our winter season, which multitude of other kinds of Sparrows, in the great Cypress swamps
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MARSH WREN—GREAT HORNED OWL. 8 eee erg a ON Pe eee 

of the Southern States, which seem to be the places of their grand His favorite resorts are the dark solitudes of swamps covered 
winter rendezvous. with a growth of gigantic timber, which he makes resound 

The nest of the Song Sparrow is built in the ground under a with his hideous cries, as soon as night sets in. At times he 
tuft of grass, and is formed of fine dry grass, lined with horse- | sweeps down from a tree, uttering his loud Waugh O! Waugh 
hair and other material; it lays four or five eggs of a bluish O1 so close to you, and so unexpectedly, that you can not help be- 
white, thickly covered with reddish-brown spots. It raises ing startled. Besides this favorite note of his, he has other noctur- 
usually three broods in the season. There are young ones often nal solos, just as melodious, especially one that resembles very 

_found in the nest as early as the latter part of April, and as late strikingly the half-suppressed screams of a person being nearly 
as the tenth of August. Sometimes the nest is built in a cedar suffocated; but after all, his peculiar cry is very entertaining. 
tree, six to eight feet from the ground, which seems to be very Another of his notes sounds like the loud jabbering and cackling 
singular for a bird that usually builds on the ground; but this same of an old rooster pursued by a dog, and is kept up sometimes for 
habit is found in another bird—the Red-winged Starling, which half an hour. You will always take pleasure in observing him, and 
sometimes builds its nest in the long grass or swamps, or in the often, when quietly sitting under a tree, he will sweep so close by 
rushes, and at other times in low trees or alder-bushes. The male you as almost to touch you with his wings; but generally he shuns : 
and female are so nearly alike as to be scarcely distinguished from the presence of men, and seems to know that man is the worst of 
each other. his enemies. 

At night he is very cautious, and even in the day-time he suffers 
The Marsh Wren. (Cés¢othorus palustris.) no one to approach—unlike the rest of the Owls, which allow the 

Wig.6, Male. Fig. 7, Femate. gunner to approach them without showing signs of being alarmed. 
The Great Horned Owl is rarely seen in day-time, the peculiar 

The Marsh Wren arrives from the South about the middle of coloring of his feathery dress agreeing perfectly with the bark of 
May; as soon as the reeds and a species of Nymphica, usually the tree on which he sits, almost motionless. It sometimes hap- 
called ‘* Splatter-dock”—which grow in luxuriance along the tide- pens, however, that one of the smaller warblers discovers him, and 
water of our rivers—are sufficiently high to shelter it. In such alarms, by his cries, the whole feathered population of the forest, 
places he is usually found, and seldom ventures far from the river. which now tease and keep on annoying him till he is at last com- 
His food consists of insects and their larva, and a kind of small pelled to leave his resting-place in disgust. 
green grasshopper that inhabits the reeds and rushes. His notes or | But it isa different thing at night; then he is lord. His flight, 
chirp has a crackling sound, resembling somewhat that produced by which, in day-time, appears rather awkward, is then silent and very 

air-bubbles, forcing their way through mud, or boggy ground when swift. Sweeping low above the ground, generally, like the rest of 
trod upon, and can hardly be called a song. But low as he may the Owl tribe, he rises also, with ease, to great heights, and his 
stand as a singer, he stands high as an architect, for he excels in movements are so quick that he catches regularly any bird he has 

the art of design, and constructs a nest, which, in durability, scared up from sleep. Any bird—the smallest warbler as well as 

warmth, and convenience, is far superior to the most of his musical a chicken or a duck—will serve him for a meal; and this may ac- 

brethren. The outside is usually formed of wet rushes, well inter- count for the circumstance that all birds, without an exception, 

mixed with mud and fashioned into the shape of a cocoa-nut; a hate him. He lives also on squirrels, rats, and mice, of which he 

small round hole is left two-thirds up for his entrance, the upper destroys great numbers. 

edge of which projects like a pent-house, over the lower, prevent- He pairs usually in February. At this time the male, after hav- 
ing the admittance of rain. Inside it is lined first with fine dry ing performed the most ridiculous evolutions in the air, alights near 
grass, then with cow’s hair and sometimes feathers. This nest, his chosen female, whom he delights with his boundings, the snap- 
when once dried by the sun, will resist any kind of weather, and ping of his bill, and his extremely ludicrous movements. This 
is generally suspended among the reeds and tied so fast to the sur- style of love-making he practices in day-time as well as at night. 

rounding ones as to bid defiance to the wind and waves. The His nest, which is proportionally very large, is usually built on 
female usually lays six eggs of a fawn color, and very small for a thick horizontal branch of a big tree, close to the trunk. It has 

the size of the bird. They raise usually two broods in a season. been found in the crevice of a rock. It is composed of crooked 
He has a strong resemblance to the house Wren and still more sticks and coarse grasses, fibers, and feathers, inside. The eggs, 

to the winter Wren, but he never associates with either of them; which number from three to five, and even six, are almost globular, 

and the last named has left before the Marsh Wren makes his rough, and of a dirty white color. The male assists the female in 
appearance, which is about the beginning of September. The sitting on the eggs. The young are covered at first with a thick 

hind claw of this little bird is large, semicircular, and very sharp; white down, and remain in the nest until fully fledged. Eventhen 
his bill slender and slightly bent; the nostrils prominent; the they follow their parents for a long time and are fed by them, ut- 

tongue narrow, very tapering, sharp-pointed, and horny at the tering a mournful, melancholy cry, perhaps to stimulate them to 
extremity ; and for this reason he ought to be classed—as some pity. They are much lighter colored than the old ones, and ac- 
naturalists really have done with good cause—among the true quire their full plumage in the following spring. 
Certhiade, or Creepers. His habits are also like those of the Although the Great Horned Owl, as above stated, prefers retire- 
Creepers, as he is constantly climbing along the stalks of reeds ment, he sometimes takes up his abode in the vicinity of a detached 
and other aquatic plants in quest of insects. farm, and causes great havoc among the poultry, especially the 

young poultry, of the farmer, by occasionally grasping a chicken 
ee or Guinea fowl with his talons, and carrying it off to the woods. 

When wounded, he exhibits the most revengeful tenacity of spirit, 
PLATE V. disdaining to scramble away like other Owls, but courageously 

facing his enemy, producing his powerful talons and snapping his 
The Great Horned Owl. (Budo virginianus.) , bill. At such times his large eyes seem to double their usual size, 

2 and he shuts and opens them alternately in quick succession as 
Fig. 1. : * ace ss : 

long as his enemies remain in his presence. The rising of his 

This well known formidable Owl is found in almost any part of feathers on such an occasion gives him a very formidable appear- 

North America, from the icy regions to the Gulf of Mexico; also ance, and makes him look nearly twice as large as usual. 

on the Western coast, but most abundantly in the central part of In former times, this Owl, as well as Owls in general, was re- 
this continent. garded with a great deal of superstition, and we often find the Owl
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introduced in gloomy midnight stories and fearful scenes of nature, 

to heighten the horror of the picture; but knowledge of the gen- The American Red Start. (Setophaga ruticilla.) 

eral laws and productions of Nature has done away with this su- 
perstitious idea, as well as with so many others. With all his Fig. 4. 

gloomy habits and ungracious eones, there is nothing mysterious This little bird has been classed by several of our best ornithol- 
about this bird, which is simply a bird of prey, feeding at night and ogists among the Sylvicolinze (Warblers). We will not, therefore, 
resting during the day. _The harshness of his voice is occasioned venture to remove him, though we would rather have him placed 

by the width and capacity of his throat. The voices of all car- among the Muscicapide (Fly-catchers), as there is hardly any 

BIVOTOUS birds and quadrupeds, are likewise observed to be harsh other in the whole tribe that has the characteristic marks of the i 
and hideous. A me 8 genus Muscicapa more distinct than he. The formation of his bill, 

The Great Horned Owls are not Tee att they remain with the forward-pointing bristles, and especially his manners, stamp 
us during the whole year. The female is, like all birds of prey, him a Fly-catcher. He is in almost perpetual motion, and will 
considerably larger than the male, but the white on the throat pursue a retreating party of flies from the top of the tallest tree to 
is not as pure, and she has less of the bright ferruginous or tawny the ground in an almost perpendicular but zigzag line, while the 

color below. clicking of his bill is distinctly heard. He certainly secures a 

The Rose-Breasted Grossbeak. (Coccoborus ludovicianus.) dozen or more of them in one descent, lasting not over three or 
four seconds, then alights on an adjoining branch, traverses it 

Biioie2) the Male shige a) tne Bemsle: lengthwise for a few moments, and suddenly shoots off in a quite 
This elegant species of the Parrot Finches (Pityli) is found most unexpected direction after fresh game, which he can discover at a 

abundant in the New England States, especially Massachusetts, great distance. 
but with the exception of the extreme western parts and coast of His notes or twitter hardly deserve the name of song. They 
Georgia and the Carolinas, they are met with, at certain seasons, resemble somewhat the words, Weese! Weese! Weese! often re- 

in almost every part of the United States. His wanderings extend peated as he skips along the branches; at other times this twitter 
as far up, asNew Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland, varies to several other chants, which may easily be recognized in the 

where he has been observed to breed. He leaves early in the fall woods, but are almost impossible to be expressed by words. In the 
to take up his abode in warmer regions and as soon as spring sets interior of the forest, on the borders of Swamps and meadows, an 

in, commences his wanderings eastward again. He is seen in Ken- deep glens covered with wood, wherever flying insects abound, this 
tucky as early as the 16th of March, on his eastern travel. little bird is sure to be found. He makes his appearance in Ohio 

His flight is stéady, and at a considerable height. At times he in the latter part of April, and leaves again for the South at the be- 
will lower himself and take a rest in the top branches of a high ginning of September. Generally speaking, he is met with all 
tree. Before taking a new start he will utter a few very clear over the United States, and winters chiefly in the West Indian is- 

and sweet notes. You may hear the same, at times, during his lands. Ee - 
flight, but not when he is resting. At about sundown he chooses . name Red Startis evidently derived from the Dutch «* Roth 
one of the highest trees to sit upon, in a stiff and upright position, Start” (Red Tail), and was given to him by the first settlers, from 
and after a few minutes repose retreats into a thicket to spend the his supposed resemblance to the European bird of this name, the 

night. Motacilla Pheenicurus ; but he is decidedly of a different genus, | 

His food consists of grass and other seeds, buds of trees, tender and differs not only in’ size, but in manners and the/colors of the 
blossoms, and berries, especially those of the Sour Gum, on which plumage. : : : : 
he eagerly feeds; he also subsists partly on insects, which he often The Red Start builds his nest frequently in low bushes, in the : 
catches on the wing, as most of the Finches do. fork of a small sapling, or on the drooping branches of the elm, a 

In the third year he arrives at his full plumage. The younger few feet above the ground. The exterior Consists of flax, or other 

birds have the plumage of the back variegated with light brown, fibrous material, wound together and moistened with his saliva, in- 
white, and black, a line of which extends over the eye. The rose- terspersed here and there with pieces of lichen; inside it is lined 

color reaches to the back of the bill, where it is speckled with with very fine soft substances. The female lays five white eggs, 
black and white. Our plate shows the full-plumaged female, who, sprinkled with gray and little blackish specks. The male is ex- 
therefore, differs considerably from the male. tremely anxious about them, and, on a person’s approach will flirt 

The Rose-Breasted Grossbeak is, in common opinion, one of the within a few feet about the nest, seemingly in greatdistress. The 
sweetest singers of this continent. His song is rich and melodious, female differs from the male, in having no black on the head and 
and he sings at night as well as in day-time. His notes are clear, back. Her head is of a cinerous color, inclining to olive. The 
full, and very loud, suddenly changing, at times, to a plaintive white below is not as pure. The lateral feathers of the tail and 

and melancholy, but exceedingly sweet, cadence. One loves to breast are of a greenish yellow ; those of the middle tail, of a dark 

observe him on such occasions, and can not help thinking that brown. That beautiful aurora color on the male is, ov her, very 
he must himself be fully aware of his good singing talent, from his dull. The young males of the first season look almost exactly like 
gestures and the positions he takes while pouring forth the sweet the females, and it is not until the third season that they receive 
notes from the depth of his breast. In captivity he sings fre- their complete colors. Males of the second season are often heard 

quently and just as well, though not so loud. in the woods crying the same notes as the full-plumaged males, 

His nest is found from the latter part of May to the beginning of | Which has given occasion to some people to assert that the females 
July. It is fixed on the upper forks of bushes, on apple trees, or of this bird sing as well as the males. 
even higher trees, mostly in the neighborhood of water. It is 
composed of thin branches, intermixed with dry leaves and the The Black-Throated Blue Warbler. (Dendroica canadensis.) 

bark of the wild grape, lined inside with dry roots and horse-hair. Fig. 5. 

The female lays four eggs of a bluish white color, sprinkled with ; 

oblong specks of a brownish purple, especially at the larger end. This bird is one of those transient visitors that, at about the end 
They are hatched alternately by both male and female. The young of April or the first week of May, pass through Ohio, on their 

are fed with insects exclusively, as long as they are little; then as route to the north to breed. He reminds one, in his manners of 

they grow, with seeds also, which were previously soaked in the the Fly-catcher, but the formation of his bill as well as his gen- 

crops of the parents. eral appearance, places him unmistakably among the Warblers. 
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: CREEPER—W ARBLER—HAWK. t 
a ra a ee 

But little can be remarked here concerning this bird, as it is only to 
be met with now and then in spring, and during a sojourn of PLATE VI. 
nearly eight years in Ohio, the writer has seen it only twice in 

the fall; but as the woods are then still thick with leaves, and the The Wandering Falcon, or Great-Footed Hawk. (Falco peregrinus.) 
bird perfectly silent, it is more difficult to get sight of him, and : 
he probably makes a shorter stay than in spring. Although no The Wandering Falcon, Mountain Falcon, Rock Falcon, Duck 

pains were spared to find his nest, here as well as in more north- Hawk, or Great-footed Hawk, justly deserves his names. He 

ern districcs, still the search has not been successful. During roams almost all over the world. His home extends from the 
summer not one single individual of this species has been ob- northeast of Asia to western Europe, and the question is yet to be 

: served. solved whether our American bird is a different species or not. It 

Our plate shows the male. The female has a kind of a dusky is evident he is not; for the size, as well as the general characteris- 

ash on the breast, and some specimens which had been shot were tic traits of both the American and the one described by European 

nearly white. writers, agree almost to minuteness. Some of the European orni- 

thologists differ somewhat in the description of his coloring; but 
The Black and White Creeper. (A@xcotilla varia.) these discrepancies seem to have been occasioned by specimens of 

—— different ages, more than by any other cause. He is also found in 

ais the interior of Africa, and, according to Jerdon, inIndia. This ex- 

This is also one of the little birds which ought to be respected cellent observer says: ‘* The Wandering Falcon is found through- 
by farmers and husbandmen generally, on account of his extreme out India, from the Himalaya to Cape Comorin, but only during the 

usefulness. He clears their fruit and forest trees of myriads of cold season; especially plentiful near the sea-coasts, or on the 
destructive insects, particularly ants, although he does not sere- shores of large rivers. He does not breed there, as far as I can 

nade them with his songs. He seldom perches on the small twigs, ascertain, but is only a winter visitor, who appears in October and 
but circumambulates the trunk and larger branches, in quest of | leaves again in April.” In America he extends his wanderings far 

ants and other insects, with admirable dexterity. He is evidently to the South ; whether they reach to South America has not been 
nearer related to the Creepers than to the Warblers, for his hind ascertained, but it is certain that he flies across the Gulf of Mex- 

claw is the largest, and his manners, as well as his tongue, which ico. To his immense faculty of flying, a distance of a few hun- 
is long, fine-pointed, and horny at the extremity, characterize him dred miles is mere fun. He inhabits large forests, especially those 
strongly as a true Creeper. He arrives in Missouri, toward the interspersed with high steep rocks, but is occasionally found close 
latter part of April, and begins soon afterward to build his to habitations, and even large cities. The one that served for 

nest. One which we had the good luck to discover was fixed in the our drawing was, for instance, shot in the neighborhood of Colum- 
crack of the trunk of a large tree, and was composed of some bus, Ohio, on the Scioto river, in the month of September. He is 

fibers and dry leaves, lined with hair and a soft cotton-like down. a powerful, daring, and extremely agile bird, and experience shows 

It contained five young ones recently hatched. This was on the that he knows, too, how to make use of his natural gifts. His 
28th of April. At about the beginning of October, the whole tribe flight is extremely swift, mostly close to the ground, in spring only 

leave again for warmer climates, probably the West Indies, though rising to heights immeasurable and almost out of sight. He sel- 
we have been informed that at least several of them have been dom is sailing but rapidly flapping his long wings. Before rising, 
perceived in the Gulf States during the whole winter. he flies a short distance low above the ground and with expanded 

The male and female are nearly alike in colors. tail. He is very shy and cautious, choosing the densest pine forests 

to pass the night, and if such be too far to be reached, prefers sit- 

ting on a piece of rock in an open field. His voice is strong and : 
The Yellow-Throated Warbler. (Dendroica superciliosa.) penetrating, sounding somewhat like Kajak ! Kajak! 

Fig. 7. The Wandering Falcon attacks birds only, from a Wild Goose 

down to a Meadow Lark. Among Pigeons, Quails, and Grouse 

The habits and manners of this splendid little bird are not con- he makes the greatest havoc, but is especially fond of Ducks, which 
sistent with the shape and construction of his bill, his ways being he pursues with untiring tenacity. Water-fowls, when approached 

those of the Creepers or the Titmouse, while the peculiarities of by a gunner, usually take to the wing; not so if our Falcon is vis- 

his bill rank him with the Warblers. His notes, which are loud ible. Then they make all speed to the water and dive, and those 

and spirited, resemble strongly those of the Indigo Blue Bird only which are on land or in shallow water fly off, till they reach 

(Cyanospiza Cyanea). He utters them every three or four minutes, deep water, then suddenly drop and dive also; but this caution on 

while creeping around the branches or among the twigs in the their part is of no avail, for the Hawk will hover above the water 

manner of the Titmouse. On flying to another tree, he frequently till they are exhausted, then strike down upon them and pick 

alights on the trunk and creeps nimbly up and down or spirally them up. 
around it, in search of food, like a Creeper. He leaves the North All birds seem to know him, for not one attacks him, not even : 

for a short time only in winter, and can not, therefore, migrate very the otherwise courageous Crows. All are anxious to save them- = 

far South. They have been seen in the North as late as the middle selves as soon as he is in sight. He usually strangles his prey in 
of November, and as early again in the spring as the 12th of the air, before it can even reach the ground. Larger birds, such as 

March. Inthe State of Connecticut, on the banks of the Connecti- the Wild Goose, which he has seized, are tormented by him in the 
cut river, great numbers of them have been observed as late in the air until they drop down with him, and then are killed. By throw- 
fall as the roth of October. They are rarely met with there in the ing himself with full force upon his victim, the latter is stunned by 
spring, but why, we are unable to state. They seem to be rather the concussion, and drops. This is probably the reason he never 

partial to running waters, in the vicinity of which they are invari- attacks a bird thatis sitting on the ground, as he would run the risk 
ably found; sometimes on trees, sometimes hanging on fences, of killing himself by the concussion. Small birds he carries away : 

head downward, like the Titmouse, or searching among the dry to a convenient place; larger ones he eats on the spot where they 

leaves on the ground. dropped, plucking off some of their feathers before he begins. 
The bird on our plate is the perfect male. As to the female, her Small birds he devours, together with the intestines, which he re- 

wings are of a dingy brown, and her colors in general, particu- jects in the bigger ones. In his attacks he very seldom fails, and 

larly the yellow on the breast, much duller, The young birds of they seem to be but play to him. 
the first season are without the yellow. His nest is chiefly built in cracks of steep rocks, difficult, if not
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impossible, to ascend; sometimes also in high trees. It is care- 

lessly constructed of thicker or thinner branches and fibers. The PLATE VII. 
eggs, three or four in number, are laid at the beginning of June, 
and are of a reddish yellow color, sprinkled with brown, more The Green Heron. (Ardea—Butorides virescens.) 

thickly so at the larger end, and the female hatches alone. The Z 

young ones are fed at first with half-digested food from the crops Dee 

of the parents, afterward with different kinds of birds. When Public opinion shows but little liberality toward this bird, hav- 
they are able to fly they are instructed by the parents in the art of ing stigmatized him with a vulgar and indelicate nickname, and 

hunting. treating him as perfectly worthless and with contempt. This is 
It is a well-known fact that all true Falcons, when attacked, drop injustice; he keeps himself as clean as any other of the whole 

their booty and leave it to the attacking party, and the beggars Heron tribe, lives in exactly the same way as they do, and at the 
among the birds of prey, being aware of this, profit by it. There same places with them, but he is most numerous where cultivation 
they sit, those stupid, lazy fellows, watching the Hawk till he has is least lenown oF cared for: 

struck down a bird, when suddenly they assault him. Our hero, He makes his first appearance in the Central States early in April, 
otherwise afraid of no bird, drops his prey at their approach, and as soon as the marshes and swamps are completely thawed. There, 
with an indignant Kajak! Kajak! up and off he goes. a among the ditches and amidst the bogs and quagmires, he hunts 

‘The bird of which the Hawk has taken hold in our Plate is— with great cunning and dexterity. Frogs and small fishes are his 
principal game, but on account of their caution and facility of es- 

: cape their capturing requires all his address-and quickness. With 
The Pin-tail Duck. (Anzas—Dafila acuta.) his head drawn in, he stands on the lookout, silent and motionless, 

The Pin-tail is a common and well-known Duck, much esteemed kes ge vel tear = ak = moment @ Pee 
for its excellent flesh, which is generally in good order. Itisa shy eee pathin his tanec: with one stroke, quick and sure as that ; és asta of a rattlesnake, it is seized and swallowed in a wink. He also and cautious bird, feeding in mud flats and shallow fresh-water s 
marshes, but is rarely seen on the sea-coast. It has a kind of clat- hunts for the larvae of several insects, especially those of the dragon- 

tering note, is very noisy and vigilant, and usually gives the alarm hE ede ae ae A 
at the approach of the gunner. When alarmed, he rises with a hollow guttural scream, but does 

Some of the Duck tribe, when alarmed, disperse in all directions, not fly far, and usually alights on a fence or an old simp and 
but the Pin-tails cluster confusedly, giving the expert gunner a cap- looks OM: with extended neck, but x ow and then with his head 
ital chance to rack them with advantage. They do not dive ex- drawn in so that e See e fe oe his breast. When standing and cept when winged. gazing on you this way, he is often jetting his tail. Sometimes he 

They inhabit the whole northern part of this continent, as well flies high, with doubled neck and his legs extended behind, flapping 
as the corresponding latitudes of Asia and Europe. Great flocks his wings bravely, and traveling with great expedition. Heis BS 
of them are sometimes observed on the rivers near the coasts of haps the pest pumerous and the least shy of all our Herons, and is England and France. found in the interior as well as in the salt marshes. 

Our plate shows the male. The female has the crown of a dark At the EES part of April he begins tubal: sometimes in sin- 
brown color; the neck of a dull brownish white, thickly speckled gle pairs in Swen woods, often in company wath OEE oe 
with dark brown; breast and belly of a pale brownish white, inter- frequently with the Night Heron. The oe which s fixed on the spersed with white ; back and root of the neck above black, each limb of a tree, consists wholly of small sticks lined with finer twigs 

feather elegantly waved with broad lines of brownish white. These loosely put together, and is of considerable size. The female lays 
wavings become rufous on the scapulars, vent white, spotted with three or four eggs, of an oblong form and a pale blue color. The 
dark brown; tail dark brown, spotted with white, the two middle young do not leave the nest until perfectly able to fly. 
feathers only half an inch longer and more slender than the rest. 

The other two birds on the Plate are the male and the female The Cat Bird. (Affmus  carolinensts) 

Fig. 2. 
Blue-winged Teal. (Anas—Querguedula discors.) = 

This is a very common and very numerous species in this part of 
The Blue-winged Teals are the first that return to the Central the Continent, well known to everybody. In spring or summer, 

States from their breeding-place in the North. They arrive as early when approaching thickets of brambles, the first salutation you re- 
as the middle of September, and usually sit on the mud, close to ceive is from the Cat Bird. One unacquainted with his notes would 

_ the border of the water, generally crowded together, so that gun- conclude that some vagrant kitten had got bewildered among the 
ners often kill a great number at one shot. Their flight is very briers and was in want of assistance, so exactly alike is the call of 
rapid; when they alight they drop suddenly among the reeds or this bird to the cry of that animal. Of all our summer visitors he 
on the mud, in the manner of the Snipe or Woodcock. They live is the least apprehensive of man. Very often he builds his nest 
chiefly on vegetable food and are especially fond of the seeds of in the bushes close to your door, and seldom allows you to pass 
reeds or wild oats. Feeding on such they become extremely fat without paying you his respects in his usual way. By this famili- 
in a short time. Their flesh is excellent for the table. The first arity he is entitled at least to a share of hospitality, but is often 
smart frosts drive them to the South, for they are delicate birds and treated with cruelty instead. It is true he steals some of the best 
very susceptible to cold. They abound in the inundated rice-fields and earliest of the farmers’ strawberries and cherries, but he 
of the Southern States, where they are caught in vast numbers in lives mostly on insects, of which he destroys incredible numbers. 
hollow traps, commonly called ‘ figure four,” and placed here Besides, he is one of our most interesting singers. He usually 
and there on dry spots rising out of the water, and strewn with sings early in the morning before sunrise, hovering from bush to 
rice. In April they pass through the Central States again, north- bush, hardly distinguishable in the dark. His notes are, however, 
ward bound, making only a short stay. more remarkable for their singularity than for melody. He chiefly 

imitates the song of other birds, frequently with perfect success. . 
a Sometimes he seems to be at a loss where to begin, and pours out 

all the odd and quaint passages he has been ableto collect. In un- j
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YELLOW THROAT—DUCK—TERNS. 
Fee ee ee 

settled parts of the country he is rarely or never found, but seems which often seems to be a great deal too narrow for her. The male 
to prefer the company of men. His nest is built in briers or black- keeps watch outside during inspection by the female, encouraging 
berry bushes, and is composed of thin branches and roots, stuck her by his tender chatterings, or warning her of supposed danger 
together with mud, lined inside with hair and finer fibers. The by his timely ‘‘O-eek ! O-eek!” after which both quickly take to 
female lays five eggs, of a bluish tint. He leaves in September flight. If they have once built a nest they return to it every year. 
to winter in warmer latitudes. The male, although very peaceful, is very courageous when his 

jealousy is aroused. Any other male coming neat him is always 
: ; kept at a proper distance by unmistakable signs and motions. The 

The Maryland Yellow Throat. (Geothlypis ¢trichas.) female begins to lay in the first days of May. The eggs, seven 

' Hig. 3) Male. Fig. 4 Female. to twelve in number, are small, oblong, and perfectly white. The 

hatching-time lasts, as with most of the Duck tribe, twenty-seven 

This neat little bird inhabits chiefly such briers, brambles, and or twenty-eight days. When the last egg is laid, the female lines 
tushes as grow luxuriantly in low, watery places, his business and the nest with the soft down of her breast, and covers the eggs with 

ambition seldom leading him higher than to the tops of the under- the same when she flies out. While she takes all the parental cares 
wood, and he might properly be denominated ‘‘ Humility.” In- to herself, the male repairs to a suitable watery place to pass 

sects and their larve are his principal food. He dives into the through his moulting time, which begins in July, and is ended in the 
thicket, rambles among the roots, searching around the stems, ex- first part of September, giving him a dress distinguished from that 
amining both sides of the leaves, raising himself on his legs to of the female only by the white marking of his throat and the 

peep into every crevice, and amuses himself with a simple, but not greater brilliancy of his plumage. 
at all disagreeable twitter, ‘« whit-ti-tee ! whit-ti-tee !” which he re- The nest of the Wood Duck is sometimes at a considerable dis- 

peats in quick succession, pausing, now and then, for half a min- tance from any water, and quite high from the ground. From the 
ute. He inhabits the States from Maine to Florida, and westward entrance to the nest itself, it is sometimes over six feet. As soon 

to the Mississippi. He is by no means shy, but unsuspicious and as the young ones are all hatched, the female carries them, one by 
deliberate. He often visits the fields of growing rye, wheat, or one, in her bill, to the water, leaving them to the care of the male. 

barley, and is of much service to the farmer by ridding the stalks till she has brought the last one, when she herself takes care oi 

of vermin that might destroy his fields. He lives in obscurity and them again. If the tree on which the nest is, happens to overhang 
peace, and seldom comes near the farmhouse or the city. the water, she merely tumbles them out of the nest. Wood Ducks 

He builds his nest about the middle of May, in the midst of a generally live together in small flocks of from six to twelve—occa- 

thicket of briers, among the dry leaves on the ground. Sometimes sionally they are seen in flocks of more than a hundred; this occurs 

it is arched over, and but a small hole left for entrance. It con- chiefly in the fall. Toward October the young ones begin to moult; 
sists of dry leaves and fine grass, lined with coarse hair, etc. The at the same time the male parent, who reappears now in his bridal 

female lays five eggs, semi-transparent, marked with specks of dress, joins them again. The flesh of the Wood Duck is very 
brown and reddish brown. The young leave the nest in the lat- tender and in good esteem. 

ter part of June, and a second brood is sometimes raised in the same 

season. They return to the South early in September. 
The Short-tailed Tern. (Hydrochelidon plumbea.) 

Tea as Fig. 3. 

PLATE VIII. This bird is often observed in fresh-water marshes, in flocks num- 
bering from four to ten ; it is seldom seen in salt-water marshes. Its 

The Wood Duck, or Summer Duck. (Azx sfonsa.) flight is very graceful. Its food consists of grasshoppers and insects 

generally, which it picks up, while on the wing, from grasses or 

Bigot Males Bige2) -Kemele: rushes, as well as from the surface of the water. It frequently 

This is the finest of all our Ducks, and the beauty of its dress is eeereiaies wil 

in perfect harmony with its gentle manners. A characteristic trait : 2 

is the moving of its tail from one side to the other, which some- The Black Tern. (2ydrochelidon nigra.) 
times looks almost like wagging. It swims with as much ease and Fig. 4 

grace, and seemingly with as little effort, as it flies among the 

branches and trunks of trees. The cry of the female is a long- The Black Tern is a little less in size than the preceding, which 
stretched ‘* Pi-ai-wee-wee-wee ! ” and the warning sound of the male it resembles in every respect. They are found on fresh-water 

a not less melodious ‘‘ O-eek 1 O-eek |” It seems to shun the neigh- marshes, mill-ponds, etc., and are most numerous on the marshes 

borhood of men less than any other Wild Duck, and is by no means of the Mississippi and its tributaries. Their nests are very art- 5 

in a hurry to leave its breeding-place, even if buildings are in con- lessly constructed, in large tussocks of rank grass, and contain 
struction close by. Easier than the rest of the tribe, the Wood each four eggs of a greenish buff color, spotted with amber and 

Ducks get reconciled to, and regularly breed in, captivity, if a black, chiefly at the larger end. The young ones of the first 

suitable chance is offered them. season (Fig. 5) have the head white, and the neck and breast ir- 

They live mostly on grain, several aquatic plants, chestnuts, regularly spotted with black and white. 

acorns, beech-mast, etc., also on worms, snails, and other insects, It was found, on dissecting these birds, that they feed exclusively 
which they pick up among the dry leaves or catch in the air. on insects, their stomachs never containing any small fish. 

Their full beauty and loveliness shows itself best shortly before Mr. Audubon, in his valuable work on ‘‘ Birds of North Amer- 

and during mating time. Toward March the flock separates, and ica,” writes as follows of this bird: 

every single pair now looks out for a convenient breeding-place. To «The Black Tern begins to arrive from the Mexican territories 

this end the male roams about the woods, alights on a high tree in over the waters of the Western country about the middle of April, 

which he expects to find a hole for a nest, walks easily on its limbs, and continues to pass for about a month. At that season 1 have 

inspecting every hole he can find, and is often perfectly satisfied observed it ascending the Mississippi from New Orleans to the 

with a hole made by the fox squirrel, or even acleft inarock. The | head waters of the Ohio, then culling over the land, and arriving 

temale squeezes herself with astonishing ease through the entrance. at the Great Lakes, beyond which many proceed still farther
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10 WOODCOCK—WOOD THRUSH—WOODPECKER. 

northward. But I have rarely met with them along our Atlantic time he rises to the height of the bushes or the underweod, and 
shores until autumn, when the young, which, like those of all usually drops down again at a short distance, running off a few 2 

other Terns with which I am acquainted, mostly keep by them- yards as soon as he touches the ground. : 
selves until spring, make their appearance there. Nor did I see 4 

a single individual when on my way to Labrador, or during my j 

visit to that country. Often have I watched their graceful, light, The Wood Thrush. (Zurdus mustelinus.) 
and rapid flight, as they advanced and passed over in groups of 7m eet ee 
twenty, thirty, or more, during the month of May, when nature, te eee, aie 4 

opening her stores anew, benignly smiled upon the favored land.” The Wood Thrush is one of our best and sweetest singers. Au- 

dubon writes of him as follows: . 

eek eee «The song of the Wood Thrush, although composed of but few 
notes, is so powerful, distinct, clear, and mellow, that it is impos- j 

PLATE IX sible for any person to hear it without being struck by the effect 
. which it produces on the mind. I do not know to what instru- 

The Wendoock, (Puibkels minor) mental sounds I can compare these notes, for I really know none / 

2 so melodious and harmonical. They gradually rise in strength, and 

This bird, so universally known to our sportsman, is represented coe Pic sy ae eS ae cee aie pete t the bott f the plate. It arrives in the Central States i : ; Z 
Neck ae es ae is mild, even earlier, and stays are ment exults in the hope of possessing the object of his affections, j 5 i 2 : A 

first frosts forbode the approach of winter. It is sometimes found a are PAUSES 1m Suspense sao upc ola’ pcan tole uaz 

here in December, and it may be that in mild winters, some of these c a oe birds stems to challeage acl ohana anes 

birds remain until spring. During the day the Woodcocks kee is ; 
tothe woods: Or ea icars ae has toward evening oe ent portions of the forest, particularly toward evening, and at that 

usually fly out to the broad open glades, which lead through the paren e a ie ee ae ae pie { 

woods, or to meadows and swampy places in the neighborhood. A ‘ 

carctully hidden observer can ee ine Woodcock pushing his long that each individual is anxious to excel his distant rival, and I have 
bill under the decayed leaves and turning them over, or boring ner | frequently thought that on such occasions their music is more than 

a 5 a a ’ | . : . . ae i 

hole close to another in the damp soft ground, as deep as his soft, | co be eo a ee aes ot Ba modu 

flexible bill will permit, to get at the larvee, bugs, or worms hidden ig So = - ‘ : 4 a ad ae = co 

beneath. In a similar manner he examines the fresh cow-dung, ae - ams Sats) a geo ‘ ae ae Prage te ne ener 

which is soon populated by a multitude of larve of insects. He | JUDE» WHen the Seen a eee F 

never tarries long at any place. Larve of all kinds of insects and | fo. — ee cee! = ae Conbnent = North 

naked snails, especially angle-worms, form his principal food. PARE) Gay LOT ec epat eo ad bee ne NED MER gpore: 
Temes eos ac pee Fa elec a. inland | ig after his arrival he will mount to the top of some small tree and 

are generally dried up, he descends to the marshy shores of our | announce himself by his sweet song, which, although not contain- 

large rivers | ing a great variety of notes, is exceedingly mellow and melodious, 

The female Woodcock usually begins to lay in April; the nest poured forth in a kind of ecstacy, and becoming more charming at 4 
2 ; Be } : 

is built in a quiet, retired part of the wood, frequently at the roots et nen cet cat oes 

Stes oer anes 2 a ee eee ahd aces aS red ae fa ieee me ne stalks of grass ai together with a Mees The eggs are four or ae pepsi . nightfall Ue ae thickly 

five in number, about an inch and a half long, and about an inch : en 

in diameter, tapering suddenly at the small end; they areofadun | Se ade era oe ee oo 
A ; ; : | 

clay color, thickly marked with brown spots—particularly at the Saaz i a ahat hedeece . ss ae - It : 

large a Ee on oo ee ae Sua outwardly of wether leaves to prevent eee 3 7s le. he young Woodcocks, when six to ten days old, are cov- : 7 
a with Cabs ie a Reais pyiieecolon aad are es ee | these are layers of knotty stalks of withered grass mixed with mud 

- oS along the crown to oe hind a4 with a broad stripe of | Se ae ae ioe oe, eee i oe 

leep brown; another line of the same color curves under the eyes | on : fae if . 

ae to the hind head; another stripe reaches from the ace | The Wood Thmsh sia a) aad pee ae appearing either 

the rudiments of the tail, and still another extends along the sides | single or . pairs, and oe on different kinds of berries, as well 

under the wings. ‘The throat and breast are considerably tinged =a eee co South’ Ae“ never appears ta he” asea ; 

— ee : Mus ee a ee an oo plains, but hops and flies swiftly through the woods. Occasionally ’ 

en pod bind, Whee | he takes a rest on a low branch, uttering a low chuckling sound. 
eee ey anes 8 tong Rleaty Bere eee: Peep, wot louder | and Se ie tail up and ages at each note; then for a few wigs than that of a mouse. They are, on the whole, far inferior to | J o i. 2) ; : : eye 
young Partridges in running and skulking. | oe = oo a still, with the feathers of his neck and 

The Woodcock is a nocturnal bird, seldom stirring about before B Ch a ive Talgec 

sunset, but at that time, as well as in early morning, especially 

in spring, he rises by a kind of spiral course to great heights, . : ; 

uttering now and then a sudden ‘‘ quack ;” having gained his ut- The Yellow:bellisd: Woodpecker: (52/701 sas 

most height he hovers around in a wild irregular manner, produc- Fig. 3, Male. Fig. 4, Female. q 

ing a sort of murmuring sound, and descends with rapidity in the 3 

same way he arose. | This is one of our resident birds, and is often to be met with in 

The large head of the Woodcock is of a very singular confor- | the thickets of the woods in midwinter. It is generally considered 

mation, somewhat triangular, and the eyes set at a great distance | a handsome bird, and in its manners and mode of living resembles - 3 

from the bill, and high up in the head; by this means he has a the small spotted Woodpeckers. 

great range of vision. His flight is slow; when flushed at any He is frequently seen in their company, especially in the fall, j
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SCARLET TANAGER—SNOW OWL--SNOW BUNTING. 11 

when visiting the orchards. Its nest is usually in a dry old tree, of the North; in winter they take up their abode in the plains. In 

orina large fallen branch, the entrance to which is small for the his manners, the Snow Owl has many peculiarities. In his quiet 
size of the bird, and passing down in a slanting direction it expands sitting position, his resembles all other large Owls; but his move- 

toward the place where the eggs lay, which are from three to four ments are quicker and more graceful, his flight being like that of 
in number and of a pure white color. Nests containing eggs are the slow-flying birds of prey. In boldness and tenacity he sur- 

invariably to be found from about the middle of May to the first of passes all the rest of the Owl tribe. His food consists chiefly of 
June. This bird is met with almost everywhere, but not in small quadrupeds, such as the muskrat; partly also of fish, which 

great. numbers, from Hudson’s Bay to the Gulf of Mexico. Its he catches with great skill, in nearly the same manner as the 
food, like that of all the Woodpeckers, consists chiefly of insects Fish-hawk, sitting on a projecting rock and watching for them, 
and their larve, and to some extent of berries. until they come to the surface of the water. In winter he prefers 

the evening or the night to day-time for hunting. His cry is a 
rough, harsh ‘‘ craw! craw!” 

The Scarlet Tanager. (Zyranga rubra.) The eggs are laid in the month of June. Their number varies 
Fig. ¢. from five to ten—a remarkable number for a large bird of prey 

like the Snow Owl; they are oblong and of a dirty white color. 
This beautiful bird is an ornament to our woods. It is almost The nest consists of a small cavity in the ground, lined with with- 

destitute of song, being endowed with a few notes only, which re- ered grass and a few feathers from the mother bird. Both parents 

semble those of the Baltimore Oreole. It may be found in all parts are much attached to the young, and on the approach of man, the 
of the United States, even as far up north as Canada. It rarely female flies off a short distance from the nest, and, feigning lame- 

visits the habitations of man, but frequently orchards, where it ness, remains with spread wings, lying on the ground, in order to 

sometimes settles down on an apple or pear tree. Its nest, which coax the enemy away. from the nest. It has been tried many times 
it builds in the middle of May, on a horizontal branch, consists of to keep Snow Owls in cages; but they invariably died in a short 
stalks of broken flax and other dry fibrous matter loosely woven time without any apparent cause. 

together. The eggs, three or four in number, are of a dull bluish 
color, spotted with brownish purple. : se 

It seems not to be very shy, but allows you to approach it very The Snow Bunting. (Plectrophanes nivalis.) 
near, and is frequently sitting right above your head while you are Fig. 2. 

looking for it in the distance, misled by its notes, ‘‘ chip, cheer,” 

which seem to come from a great distance. The Snow Bunting inhabits, like the Snow Owl, the northern 
The female is green above and yellow below; the wings and tail regions not only of this continent, but also of Europe and Asia. His 

brownish black, edged with green. The male has a spring and a home is in the mountains, where he builds his nest in crevices of 

summer dress. Our plate shows him in the spring dress. This rocks or under stones; the outside of it is composed of dry grass, 
changes, soon after the young are hatched, into one similar to that moss and lichen, the inside of feathers and soft down: the entrance 

of the female—green above and yellow below; and in the time to it is always narrow; the eggs, five or six in number, are so ir- 

between this and his bridal dress, he is often speckled with red, regularly marked and colored that a description of them is almost 

which is produced by the red points of the feathers: for, with the impossible. The song of the male is very pleasant but short. The 

exception of the points, these feathers are of a bluish and some- young birds, when fully fledged, remain for a-short time in their 

times a yellowish white ; but they lie so regularly on the living old home, then form large flocks and begin their regular wander- 

bird that the white parts are invisible. ings. As hardly any other birds fly in as large flocks, at least not 
in northern regions, their wanderings attract the attention, not only 

eee of naturalists, but of almost everybody. In Indiana they appear 
: only in small groups of from sixteen to fifty. They travel also 

PLATE X. considerable distances over the sea. 
In their manners, Snow Buntings resemble Larks. They fly 

The Snow Owl. (Myctea nivea.) easily, with little flapping of the wings, in long curving lines, gen- 

erally at considerable heights, and sometimes just above the ground. 

ea They are of a lively, frolicksome disposition, and seem to be in 

The Snow Owl, the largest of all the so-called Day Owls, inhabits good pur ee te cides wet ee ~ as 
sist chiefly on insects; in winter they feed also on several kinds of 

all parts of the North. However near men have approached to the : z Fae 
: seeds. It is very amusing to see a flock of them in winter, on the 

pole, they have seen this Owl, not only on the land, but they have : 
Ries ; tee : A snow-covered fields, on a foraging tour. They hover over the 

observed him likewise sitting on icebergs, or flying close over the ah - 
. . . H ground, a part of them alighting to pick up what little seed they 

water with powerful flapping of the wings. It is, therefore, proba- 3 
‘: - . can find on such withered plants as extend above the snow, the reg 

ble that they inhabit not only the whole of North America, but also fon ie ; eae 
; 5 . flying just over them a little further along, and then alighting also, 

the corresponding latitudes of Europe and Asia. ‘ Seis 
. after a while the first party fly over the others, and in this way they 

In extremely cold winters they regularly wander southward, and : 5 A 
= ee go over the whole field. Their cry on such occasions sounds like 

are by no means scarce in Illinois. Several of them were shot near Se 2 ae og ‘A 
; : : . «fit ;” sometimes it isa shrill “ tzirr,” uttered during the flight. Our 

Chicago, in the winter of 1871-72. Our drawing was prepared Bee ee ee eee 
Fl ; plate represents this bird in its winter dress. The summer dress of 

from a beautiful female specimen. : —. 
A tl f (Guta qecures us that he has frequently ceen the old male is really handsome, notwithstanding its plain colors. 

Rae genoa ener ee e 4 y The whole middle of the back, the tips of the primaries, and the 
this Owl there. : : : 

; Fi : middle of the tail feathers are black. ‘There is also a black spot 
Some ornithologists of Europe hold that the color and markings ‘ite acta hues “All the rect or THe pldniane is enow white 

of this species are different at different ages, and that some are One peek P 8 z 

like the one on our plate, while others are almost or perfectly white. : 

It may be so; but on dissection the white ones have been invaria- 

bly found to be males and the others to be females. The white a ee 

Owls are the smaller. 
During the summer they generally keep in the mountainous part



i2 SNIPE—-SAND PIPERS—SEA SWALLOW—ORIOLE, : 

one sheet of water to another, following, when it is possible, the 
PLATE XI. course of rivers, and occasionally coming down to feed or rest. 

Their voice sounds like ‘‘ kraa,” and when frightened, like ‘‘kick” 

The Yellow-shanked Snipe. (Gamdbetta—Scolopax —/lavipes.) or ‘‘krick.” Their food consists of small minnows, young frogs or 

Fig tadpoles, worms, crickets, etc. They catch their prey when it is 

in the water by suddenly plunging down upon it; when they find 
The Yellow-shanked Snipes arrive in the Northwestern States it on the ground, they pick it up while on the wing. They build 

between the middle of April and the early part of May, on their their nests on low islands, the shores of rivers, or the coast gener- 

way to the North, where they breed; and return as early as the ally, but not on sandy ground. They make small holes, or use 

latter part of August, or the beginning of September, making only such as they happen to find, for their nests, without lining them. 

a short stay. All the birds of this genus seem only to go northward The eggs are laid about the last of May, and are of a light yellow- 

to breed, and to return southward as soon as the young are able to ish brown color, speckled with purplish, reddish, and dark brown 

fly. Single ones are to be met with in summer, or at almost any round or oblong spots. The female sits on them during the night, 

season ; but as all of them are male birds, it is to be presumed they and the male occasionally in the daytime. During the warm sun- 

are either old bachelors or widowers, who can not bear to see the shine the eggs are left uncovered. The young, which are hatched 

happiness of those who are mated, and therefore wander off toward in about sixteen or seventeen days, soon leave the nest, hiding 
the sunny South. There is more dignity in the manners and hab- themselves, in case of danger, among the pebbles, and only betray- 
its of the Snipes than in those of the Sand-pipers. Their flight ing their presence by their melancholy piping, when the parents are 

is easy, and when they alight they flap their wings, and before lay- shot. The upper part of these birds is covered with a grayish white 

ing them together, stretch them straight up, so that the tips touch down, and on the lower part the down is white. 

each other. In case of need they swim and dive tolerably well. They always turn their heads toward water when sitting on the 

Their chief resorts seem to be the sea-coast and salt-marshes, as nest. Their flight is extremely graceful. 

well as the muddy flats at low water, where they delight to wade in The young grow rapidly, and when only three weeks old are 
the mud; but it is rather the abundance of food they find there able to follow their parents. 

than the mud, that attracts them. They live on insects and all kinds 

of larve. You may sometimes meet with single ones, which show 

no shyness at all; but when in flocks they shun the gunner care- 

fully and seem to distinguish him from less Acces an It ee j 

may be on account of these qualities that numbers of different kinds The Baltimore Oriole. (Oriolus—Icterus Baltimore.) | 

of Sand-pipers are found in their company, and seem to follow them 

as their leaders with great confidence. As a delicacy for the table, Fig. 1, Male. Fig. 2, Female. 

they are held in high esteem. 
The Baltimore Oriole inhabits North America as far as the fifty- j 

fifth degree of latitude. It is chiefly found in the vicinity of rivers, 
The Semi-palmated Sand-pipers. (Zriénga—Actitis Semi-palmata.) and seems to prefer a hilly country. It is only a summer visitant 

ars: in the Northern States, where it makes its appearance in pairs, : 

: during the latter part of April or the beginning of May. It com- | 
The principal places which these neat little birds inhabit, are the mences at once to build its nest, the material and construction of | 

sea-shores. Their legs are rather short in proportion to the size of which vary according to climate and circumstances. In the 3 

the bird. They live on the same food asthe Yellow-shanks. These Southern States, it consists of ‘‘ Spanish moss,” put together so 
birds inhabit almost every part of the North American continent. loosely that the air can pass through it; itis never lined, and is al- 
They migrate North in the spring, and should the season be open, ways placed on the north side of a tree. In the Northern and 

remain quite late in autumn, when they depart for their winter- Western States, it is hung on such twigs as are most exposed to the 

quarters at the South. They congregate in large flocks on the rays of the sun, and lined with the warmest and finest material. 

beaches and sand-bars, and meadows, along the sea-coast and on The bird, in constructing the nest, ties the material to the twigs with 

the shores of the interior lakes and streams. When feeding, they his bill and claws, weaving it strongly together, and giving the 

scatter about in small parties; when surprised, they run with a whole the shape of a hanging bag, as shown on the plate. 

rapid movement, collecting in such close bodies that as many as In constructing its nest, he makes use of any material he deems 

twenty, and sometimes more, are killed at a single shot. When suitable. A lady in Connecticut, while sitting at an open window, 

closely pursued, they run off in one mass uttering a chirping note. engaged in sewing, was called away for a few moments. A Ballti- 
If this note be imitated, they will shortly obey the call. They breed more Oriole, in the meantime, entered the window, and carried off 
at the far North, the female laying four or five white eggs, spotted her thread and several yards of small tape to the nest he was then 

and blotched with black. building. The lady suspected the mischievous bird, and, on going 

On their wanderings southward they sometimes penetrate far in- to the nest, found him weaving in hertape. This she succeeded in 
land, following the sandy and muddy banks of rivers. In swim- recovering ; but the silk thread was so perfectly wound in that it 
ming they constantly move their heads backward and forward like could not be disentangled. 

Ducks. = The female lays four and sometimes five or six eggs, of a light 

A heavy down under the feathers of the breast makes them ap- gray color and marked with dark spots, dots, andlines. The young 

pear round and plump. In the fal! the male and female are are hatched in a fortnight, and in three weeks more are fully 

marked exactly alike. fledged. Before they fly out they often hang or climb around the 

nest like Woodpeckers. They are fed by their parents for a couple 

of weeks, and then left to take care of themselves. The food of 
The Great Tern, or Sea Swallow. (Sterna hirundo.) the Baltimore Oriole consists of mulberries, cherries, and similar 

a fruit. In the spring they chiefly subsist on insects, which they 
iS- 3- . 

pick up on leaves and branches or catch flying. Toward fall they 
The Sea Swallows inhabit the northern parts of the temperate commence their return southward, flying high in the air, and al- ’ 

zones. They are found in great numbers on the North American ways in the daytime. They generally fly singly with loud cries, ‘ 
lakes. In their wanderings they fly, at a considerable height, from and apparently in great haste. At sunset they alightca a suitable
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ORIOLE—BLUE BIRD—FLY-CATCHER—CORMORANT. 13 

tree, take a little rest, and, having quickly picked up some food, of her body are clay-colored, streaked with a darker color under 
goto sleep. Next morning after a slight breakfast, the journey is the wings, tinged so as to be bluish in several places. Toward 
resumed. The movement of these birds is pleasant and easy ; their fall, after moulting, the male appears almost in the same colors as 
flight straight, and their walk on the ground quiet. They mani- the female. The Indigo Blue Bird is frequently kept in cages ; and 
fest great skill in climbing branches; in this respect almost surpass- those taken in trap-cages soon become reconciled to their captivity, 
ing the Titmouse. but never sing so well nor so loud as those reared by hand from 

the nest. They are fed with different kinds of’seeds, such as rape, 
turnip, hemp, and canary seed. 

The Orchard Oriole. (Ordolus—Icterus Spurius.) In Europe they are invariably found in every collectiun of birds. 

Fig. = 

This bird chiefly frequents orchards, whence the name. It is ie Hooded: Fly-entohers- (Mancape mayne bites) 
gay and frolicksome, and seems tobe always in great haste, hopping rete 

among the branches or upon the ground, and flying in the air. Its 

notes are short but lively, and uttered with such rapidity that it is This bird is chiefly found in the southern parts uf North Amer- 
difficult to follow them distinctly. Sometimes it utters only a single ica, abounding in the Gulf States. It is a lively bird, and has in 

note, which is very agreeable. Its food generally consists of in- a good degree the manners of a true Fly-catcher, while in some 

sects and their larve. Of the insects that infest fruit trees, they respects it resembles the Warbler. It is in an almost constant chase 
destroy great quantities, and are therefore benefactors to farmers after insects, its principal food, uttering now and then a very lively 

and fruit-growers. “* twee, twee, twitchee.” In the Northern States it is rather scarce, 

The Orchard Oriole builds his nest similar to that of the Balti- and when met with there it is shy and timid, like a stranger far 

more. For material it uses a long fibrous grass, and generally from home. 

hangs the nest on the outward branch of an apple tree. The nest It spends the winter in Mexico and the West India islands. The 

is semi-globular in shape, about three inches deep and two wide; nest of the Hooded Fly-catcher is very neatly and compactly built 

the inside is lined with wool or a down from the seeds of the pla- in the fork of a small bush: it is on the outside composed of flax 

tanas accidentalis, or buttonwood tree. The eggs are commonly and other fibers, and moss, or pieces of broken hemp; the inside 
four in number, having a pale bluish tint, with a few small specks is nicely lined with hair and feathers. The eggs are five in num- 
of brown and dots of purple. The female sits fourteen days; the ber, grayish white, with reddish spots on the larger end. In the 
young remain from two to three weeks in the nest, which they leave United States it is a bird of passage. The female nearly resem- 

about the middle of June. The upper portion of the female is col- bles the male, except that the yellow of her throat and breast has 

ored with a yellowish olive, inclining to a brownish tint on the a slight blackish tint; the black does not reach so far down on the 

back; the wings are dusky brown, and the lesser wing coverts upper part of the neck as in the male, and it is also of a less deep 
tipped with yeliowish white; the tail is rounded, the two exterior color. 
feathers three-quarters of an inch shorter than the middle ones; se 

the lower parts of the body are yellow. The plumage of the male 

nearly corresponds with that of the female. PLATE XL 

Townsend’s Cormorant. (Phalacrocorax townsendii.) 
The Indigo Blue Bird. (Cyanospiza cyanea.) . 

ig. 1. 

Fig. 4. 
Cormorants are generally found in all parts of both hemispheres ; 

This beautiful little bird inhabits, it seems, all parts of the in middle Asia, and, in winter, in great numbers in Africa. They 

North American continent from Mexico to Nova Scotia, and from are most numerous in rivers bordered by large forests. Thousands 
the sea-coast west, beyond the Appalachian and Cherokee Mount- congregate on the Columbia river. The bird from which the draw- 
ains. It is chiefly seen in gardens, fields of clover, on the borders ing is made, was presented to us by Dr. W. T. Shepard, who shot 

of woods, and on roadsides, where it is often observed perched on it in the ‘‘ Reservoir,” in Licking county, Ohio. It proved, on dis- 

fences. It is very neat and agile, and a good singer. Mounting section, to be a female. 

to the highest top of a tree it sometimes chants for half an hour ata Cormorants are common in winter in all the southern seas—in 

time. Its song consists of short notes often repeated: the first ones Greece, in China, and India. Wherever water and fish are to be 

are loud and rapidly succeed each other; then they are gradually met with, Cormorants are seen. These birds manifest many pecu- 

dropped until they are hardly audible, the little singer appearing liarities. They are gregarious, usually congregating in flocks, and 

to be quite exhausted; but after a pause of about half a minute, sometimes in considerable numbers. They are seldom seen singly 
he begins again as fresh, lively, and loud as at first. The song or in pairs. Almost all the different kinds of Cormorants are often 
is heard during the months of May, June, July, and August. When collected in the same flock. 

frightened it utters a single chirp, sounding almost like two pebbles During the morning hours, Cormorants are busy in fishing. The 
struck together. The color of its plumage is changeable, depend- afternoon is generally devoted to repose. ‘Toward evening another 

ing on the light in which itis seen. Instead of indigo blue, it some- fishing excursion is made, and after this they retire to sleep. For 
times appears in a verdigris dress; at other times the dress appears this purpose, they select, in the interior of the country, high trees 

green, and at others blue. Its head is of a deep blue, and its color on islands, or those standing in lakes or rivers. Such trees also 
is not changeable like that of the rest of the body. Its nest is usu- serve them for breeding-stations. On the coast or on the ocean, 
ally built in rank grass, grain, or clover, andis generally suspended they choose a rocky island, affording a wide range of vision, and 

between two twigs, one passing on each side; itis composed of flax also a harbor, from whose every side they can easily take flight and 
or other fibrous material, with an inside lining of fine dry grass. return. Such islands can be seen and recognized from a distance, 
The eggs, numbering five, are light blue, with a purplish blotch on as they are literally covered with the white excrements of these 

the larger end. Insects and a variety of seeds constitute its prin- birds. Ship-loads of guano could be collected on these islands, if 

cipal food. The female is of a light flaxen color; her wings are it could only be dried by the tropical sun of Peru. Such a sight in 

of a dusky black, and the cheeks, breast, and the lower portions mid-ocean never fails to attract the attention of the mariner or the
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14 ~ CORMORANT—DIVER LOON. 

traveler; but the island is, of course, most attractive when it is occu- destroy all the fish in the lakes andrivers. Their voracity exceeds 

pied by Cormorants. There they sit arranged in rows or lines, on comprehension. A single Cormorant devours daily from sixteen 

the rocks, in the most picturesque positions, and all facing the sea. to twenty good-sized herring. They catch, it is said, young 

Rarely can one be seen sitting apart from the rest. They usually aquatic birds, Ducks, Coots, Rails, etc. The writer has found in 

wear a stiff, statue-like appearance; but sometimes each bird is a Cormorant’s stomach the remains of a young Gallinula. 

seen to move some part of the body, either the neck, wings, or tail. Cormorants prefer trees for nest-building, but also make use of 

The object of these movements doubtless is to dry their feathers. hollows in rocks. Their nests are formed of a few dry rushes, 

After ten or fifteen minutes, they become quiet, merely basking in fibrous roots, etc. Crows and Herons are often expelled from their 

the sun. On such occasions, each Cormorant seems to have a par- nests by Cormorants, who appropriate the nests to their own use. 

ticular place which he always occupies. Toward the close of April, the female Cormorant lays three or four 

Cormorants walk with extreme difficulty. Some observers have bluish green eggs, of an oblong shape, and small in proportion to 

said that these birds can only walk when they support themselves the size of the bird. The male and female sit alternately on the 

by their tails. This supposition has evidently arisen from the fact eggs, and usually hatch them out in about twenty-eight days. They 

that the tail portion of the Cormorant’s body is stiff, like that of the also take turns in feeding the young. These grow rapidly, and 
Woodpecker. Cormorants, when hanging by their short, round are well taken care of by their parents, who, however, do not try 
claws at the entrances to crevices or hollows in rocks, support them- to defend them, at least not against man. On arriving at the nest 

selves by their tails as Woodpeckers do. The walk of Cormorants from a fishing excursion, the parent birds empty their crops and 
is a mere waddling, and yet they make more rapid progress than stomachs, which sometimes contain several dozen small fishes. 

an observer would at first sight suppose. They are not made for Many of these fall over the border of the nest to the ground; but 

locomotion on land; but in swimming and diving they are experts. the Cormorants never take the trouble to pick them up. Toward 

When a boat approaches their resting-place, they stretch out their the middle of June the young are able to fly, and the old birds be- S 

necks, take a few irregular steps, and turn as if for a general flight ; gin raising a second brood. The flesh of Cormorants is not gener- 

but only a few take to flying, bravely flapping their wings for a ally considered fit for food; but Laplanders and other northern 
short time. These maneuvers are followed bya regular sail in the people pronounce it delicious. 

air; while others fly round in circles, rising higher and higher like 

the Hawk or Kite. The majority, however, do not take to the wing 
at all, but let themselves down into the water, head foremost, like The Double-crested Cormorant. (Phalacrocorax dilophus.) 

frogs, diving and rising at a great distance off. Then, looking for Fig. 2. 

a moment at the boat with their green eyes, they dive and rise 
again, and so keep doing till they reach a place of safety. This bird is represented on the plate in its summer plumage, 

There is probably no bird that can surpass the Cormorant in having two elongated tufts of feathers behind each eye. It inhab- 

diving and swimming under water. Frequent trials have been made its all parts of this country from Maryland to Labrador, but in no 
to get ahead of them with a light boat or canoe; but the practiced way differs from other Cormorants. The specimen that served for 
oarsman, though exerting himself to the utmost, could make only the drawing, was shot in the ‘‘ Licking Reservoir,” heretofore re- 
half the distance on the surface that the Cormorants made in the ferred to, among a flock of the common Cormorants (Phalacro- 

: same time under water. They dive to great depths, and re- corax Carbo). 
main a long time under water; then coming up to the surface, they —_—_ 

hastily draw in a fresh supply of air and dive again. When pur- 
suing their prey in the water, they stretch themselves out and PLATE XIV. 3 

swim with sturdy strokes, pushing themselves through the water 
with an arrow-like velocity. The Great Northern Diver Loon. (Colymbus glacéalis.) : 

It may be reasonably inferred from the penetrating green eyes Best ; 

of Cormorants that their sense of vision is well developed. Their pat 

hearing is also acute, and they do not lack the sense of feeling. | The great Northern Diver, Loon, or Stutter, as this bird is called 

But they are too voracious to possess much discrimination in the in northern Europe, is a regular sea-bird, living on the coast, but a 

sense of taste. It is true they feed on one kind of fish more than frequenting large fresh-water lakes and ponds in the interior for the 1 

on any other; but this preference is probably not so much due to purpose of breeding. These birds, on their migration southward, i 

their taste, as to the fact that such fish are more easily caught than late in the fall, and on their return northward, in April or May, 

others. The fish alluded to is the so-called alewife, a kind of her- visit our rivers and mill-ponds. They are very shy, wary, and 4 

ring, found in great numbers, swimming near the surface. Cor- difficult to kill, eluding the sportsman by their astonishing dexterity 
morants are shy and distrustful. Toward other birds, with whom in diving and swimming under water, even against the current. : 

they come in contact, their behavior is that of tricksters and ras- They can remain a good while beneath the surface, often six or ; 

cals. eight minutes at a time, and swim long distances with incredible 3 

The Chinese train Cormorants for fishing. The young intended rapidity, and without any apparent exertion. They sometimes lie 

for this use are hatched by domesticated hens. The following is flat on the surface of the water, or sink themselves in it, so that 4 

the mode of fishing with Cormorants: The fisherman employs a only a small portion of their backs and their heads and necks can 

raft from fifteen to twenty feet in length, and from two and a half be seen. They sometimes swim in a slow, quiet way. Their 3 

to three feet in width, made of bamboo, and furnished with an oar divingis accomplished without making any noise, or any commotion ’ 

and rudder. Arriving on the fishing ground, he drives the Cor- in the water, by stretching themselves up, bending the neck in a d 

morants from the raft into the water, and they all dive at once. As curve forward, and then plunging down. Under water they stretch : 

soon as a Cormorant has caught a fish, rising with it to the sur- out to their full length, press wings and feathers close to the body, ’ 

face, he swims toward the raft, merely with the intention of swal- and, moving their feet only, shoot onward like an arrow through 

lowing the fish. He is prevented by a brass ring or string around the water. Sometimes they swim in one direction, and then in an- j 
his neck from accomplishing this feat. The fisherman hurries to- other; sometimes just beneath the surface, and then at a depth of 
ward the bird, throws a net over him, drags him to the raft, and several fathoms. They swim or race with fish, their usual food, q 

secures the fish. He then sends the Cormorant back into the water and catch them while swimming. From the very first day of their 

for more booty. lives, they swim and dive, and seem to feel safer in water than j 

In the interior of a country, Cormorants in a very short time when flying high in the air.
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TELL-TALE—SEA EAGLE. 18 

These birds are quite helpless on the surface of the ground, which ish horn color; the crown, back, and part of the neck and the 
they avoid as much as possible. They can not walk as other birds whole upper parts are pale brown; the plumage of a part of the 
do, or even hardly stand upright. They crawl along instead of back and scapulars is tipped with pale ash; the throat, lower side 
walking, supporting themselves by their bills and using their wings | of the neck, and the whole underparts are white, but not so purely 
to aid a forward movement. Their flight is much better than one white as in the male, as these parts in the female have a dirty yel- 
would suppose it could be, with their heavy bodies and small | lowish tinge. The quill feathers are dark brown. The female 
wings. To get fairly on the wing, they make a long preliminary has neither the streaked bands on her neck nor the white spots on 
movement; but as soon as they have gained a certain height, they her body. 

speed quickly forward, although compelled to flap their short wings 
in rapid succession. Loons are distinguished from all other sea- 
birds by their loud and sonorous voice. Many ornithologists speak The Tell-tale, Tattler, or Godwit. (Gambetta Melano leuca.) 
of the voice as harsh and disagreeable ; but the writer can not avoid - 
confessing to a partiality for the loud morning call of the Loon. ee 
Its voice, especially at night, resembles a long drawn out ‘‘Aaweek ! This bird is well known to our gunners along the sea-coast and 
Aaweek !” So penetrating is it as sometimes to produce an echo marshes. They stigmatize it with the name of Tell-tale, for its 
in the surrounding rocks or mountains, sounding like the cry of faithful vigilance in alarming the Ducks on the approach of the 
a man in imminent peril of life. hunter, with its loud and shrill cry. This cry consists of four notes, 

Loons are shy and cautious, trusting no one. Strange creatures uttered in rapid succession, and so loud and shrill as to alarm any 
they avoid as much as possible, and do not seem to care much even Duck within hearing. But gunners, aware of this fact, look out 

for their own kind. They are often found single, and, during in the first instance, for this bird, and often hush its warning voice 
the breeding season, in pairs, greatly attached to each other. It is forever, before it is aware of their stealthy approach. 
seldom that two pairs are seen on the same pond, and more rarely This elegantly formed bird appears on our coasts about the be- 

still can even a single pair be seen on a pond occupied by other ginning of April, breeds in the marshes, and leaves for the South 
birds. During their migrations, or when in captivity, they always in the middle of November. Not only do these birds build nests 
keep at a distance from other birds, and snap at them if they come in salt-water marshes, but also in fresh-water swamps; sometimes 
MEBLNS When brought 80 bay, Loons fiercely defend themselves, on the dry ground, and even in an old stump. The nest is simply 
inflicting ugly wounds with their strong, sharp bills. | a hollow, made usually in a tussock of rank grass, inlaid with a 

They swallow small fish whole; but, as such as are of the size few dry leaves of grass, a little moss, and with pine needles or 
of the herring cause them trouble, larger ones are torn into small leaves. The eggs, four in number, are proportionally large, pear- 
pieces and so devoured. It has been observed that captive Loons shaped, and of aa oil green color, sprinkled with brownish gray 

never pick up a dead fish ; while freshly caught birds, placed in a specks and dots. The female bird hatches the eggs; but her mate 
large reservoir well stocked with fish, commence immediately to | is always at hand and on the watch. The young run about, fol- 

dive, chase, and catch and eat the fish. Fishermen on Lake Erie lowing their parents, as soon as they are out eae shell, and con- 

are in the habit of inclosing a small piece of water, three or four ceal themselves, as all their kindred do, on the approach of danger, 
feet deep, with a kind of network reaching above the surface, for by lying flat on the ground, or in the grass or weeds. As soon as 

the purpose of keeping fish for market. Oftentimes, a Loon, they are full-fledged, they look out for themselves, but remain with 
attracted by the multitude of fish, alights in one of these inclos- the old birds, flying at will from place to place, making longer and 

ures, and is easily caught, as it can not again get on the wing, for longer excursions, and at length, on some fine evening, setting out 
want of a place from which to make its launch into the air. for a grand wandering tour. a 

These birds select for their breeding-places quiet fresh-water In their winter-quarters, Tattlers associate with many other birds, 
ponds or lakes, often preferring those situated at a considerable ele- but seldom form large flocks. It seems as if the company of 

vation above the level of the sea. During the breeding season, strangers suited them better than that of their own kind. Their 
their loud, sonorous voices are oftener heard than at other times. manner is pleasing; their walk elegant, quick, and striding, and 

The nests are usually found on small islands, but in case there are their flight easy and rapid. They wade in deep water, and Swit 

no such islands, the birds build nests on the shore near the border if necessary. They are generally seen, either searching for food 

of the rushes, constructing them of rushes and rank grass, carelessly or standing on the watch, alternately raising and lowering the head, 

Bue together. No attempt is made at concealment, and the female and, on the least approach of danger, uttering a shrill whistle, their 
bird, sitting on the nest, can be seen from a great distance. She warning cry, and then rising on the wing, generally accompanied 

lays two eggs of an oblong shape, with a coarse-grained shell, and by all the shore birds in the vicinity. Occasionally they rise to a 
of an oil green color, sprinkled with dark gray and reddish brown great height, and their whistle can be distinctly heard, when the 
specks and dots. Both the male and female sit alternately on the birds are beyond the reach of the eye. They become very fat in 

eggs, and mutually feed and take care of their offspring. The the fall, and their flesh is in high esteem for the table. 
eggs are usually laid in the latter part of May, and the young are Nature seems to have intended this bird as a kind of guardian 
to be seen by the end of June. If food is lacking in the pond or or sentinel for all other shore or aquatic birds. They feed on the 
lake where the nest is located, one of the parents takes care of the shore, or in the bogs or marshes, with a feeling of perfect security, 

young while the other flies off to some point on a fishing excur- so long as the Tattler is at hand, and is silent; but the moment his 
sion. As soon as the young birds are fledged, they leave the home whistle is heard, there is a general commotion, and directly not a 
of their infancy, and follow their parents to the larger lakes or the bird is to be seen, the disappointed gunner, inhis vexation, uttering 

SEAe - ie 2 between his teeth something the reverse of a prayer. 
The flesh of the Loou is unfit for human food ; it is rancid to the 

taste, and its odor is disgusting. The natives of Greenland use the sjaa eee ene 
skins of these birds for clothing, and the Indians about Hudson’s 

Bay adorn their heads with circlets of Loon feathers. Lewis and PLATE Xv. 
Clarke’s exploring party saw, at the mouth of the Columbia river, 

robes made of Loon skins. While they wintered at Fort Clatsop, The Gray or Sea Eagle. (Maliatius leucocephalus.) 

z on that river, they observed great numbers of these birds. 7 
The female is smaller than the male Loon. The bill is yel- This formidable Eagle lives in the same countries, on the same 

lowish, and only the upper ridge and the top black, or of a black- fooa, and frequents the same localities as the Bald or White-headed



16 FISH HAWK. 

Eagle, with which it often associates. In fact, the Sea Eagle so ing among the Eagles, from whom it differs in many respects. Its - 
much resembles the Bald Eagle, in the form of the bill, in its size, right position seems to be that of a connecting link between Eagles 
in the shape of the legs and claws, differing from the latter only and Kites. 

in color, that it seems at once to be the same bird, distinguished Fish Hawks are migratory birds, usually arriving on the North 

from the Bald Eagles previously observed simply by its age or American lakes in the latter part of March, sometimes later, and 

stage of color. Another circumstance corroborating such an in- departing during the closing days of September. They live ex- 

ference, is the variety of the colors of Sea Eagles; scarcely any clusively on fish, and of course their haunts are where their food 

two of them are found to be colored alike, the plumage of each abounds. They build nests on high trees, constructed of stout 
being more or less shaded with light color or white. On some, sticks, rushes, moss, seaweed, etc. The female lays two, some- 
the chin, breast, and tail coverts are of a deep brown; on others, times three, handsome, oblong eggs, of a grayish white color, and 

these parts are much lighter, sometimes whitish, with the tail evi- speckled all over with light reddish dots. 

dently changing in color, and merging into white. Their long wings enable Fish Hawks to continue with ease a long 
In former times some of the best informed ornithologists insisted time in the air. At the start for an excursion, they soar to a great 

that Sea Eagles must be of a different kind from Bald Eagles, as, height, and then letting themselves down gradually, they begin 

on examination of the nests of each, it was found that both the par- just above the level of the water their inspection for fish. This in- 

ent Sea Eagles were different in color from the parent Bald Eagles. spection is not, however, entered upon while there isa mist hang- 

But it takes the Bald Eagles full four years to perfect their plum- ing over the water. They come to the fishing-place by a circuitous 
age, though the younger ones begin to breed in the second year. route, and ascertain, by cautiously looking about, whether any dan- 
These young ones passing for Sea Eagles, it is supposed that there ger is to be apprehended. Alternately lowering themselves and 
are a great many more Sea Eagles than Bald or White-headed soaring to a height of fifty or sixty feet, they sometimes poise them- 
Eagles. selves to take a better aim at a fish seen in the water, and then dart 

Almost everybody has heard or read stories of very young chil- down with legs stretched forward in an oblique direction, disap- 
dren having been seized and carried off by a Bald or Sea Eagle. pearing for a short time in the water, and then reappearing on the 
But it is doubtful whether any of these terror-exciting tales would surface, flapping their wings and shaking the water from their 
bear a very close or critical examination. While the writer was feathers. If unlucky, away they fly, to return and try their for- 
stopping at an inn in the Tyrol, the landlord entered the room one tune again. Whether lucky or not, they usually leave the smaller 
afternoon in great haste, and, opening a window, discharged his ponds after their first endeavor. Their peculiar mode of fishing 
short rifle at a bird that was flying at too great a distance to be even necessitates the making of many a plunge to no purpose; but this 
alarmed. He explained, by saying that he made it a point to kill, | does not at all discourage them : their motto alwaysis, ‘“Try again.” 
or at least to shoot at, every Lammer-geier that came within sight, | They seldom suffer want, except when, on their arrival at the North, 

as one of them had carried off the child of his best friend. The | they find the lakes and ponds still covered with ice. 
name and residence of that friend having been given, he was vis- When a Fish Hawk pounces upon a fish, he drives his claws 
ited, and the information imparted by him was, that a child had in with such force into its back that they are not easily or very quickly 

reality been carried off by a Lammer-geier—not one of his chil- withdrawn. Very often, miscalculating the size and weight of the 
dren, as had been erroneously stated, but the child of an innkeeper fish, he endangers his own life, and sometimes loses it altogether, 
residing some fifteen miles distant. On visiting the innkeeper, it by being drawn under the water by a heavy fish, and drowned. On 
was ascertained that the story was wholly without foundation in fish caught by this bird, there have been observed two holes on each 
fact. ; side of the back. This is explained by the fact that the Fish Hawk 

The Sea Eagle isa coward. The present writer once climbed to can turn the outer toe either forward or backward, and that in seiz- 
an Eagle’s nest on a lofty yellow pine tree, standing near the bank ing a fish, he turns this toe backward so as to get a firmer hold. 
of a small creek, in the northern part of the State of New York. He flies off to the woods with such fish as he can conveniently carry, 
During the progress of the climbing, the old Eagle flew about the to feast upon them there at leisure and in safety, but heavier fish 
tree, screaming and making a hissing sound, but keeping at a re- he drags to the shore. 

spectful distance from the climber. On reaching the nest, it was Fish Hawks are never known to attack quadrupeds or birds for 
found to consist of a large pile of sticks, cornstalks, rushes, and the purpose of obtaining food. All aquatic birds are so well ac- 
some fibrous materials. The different layers showed that it had quainted with the Fish Hawk that they are never alarmed at his 
answered a similar purpose for several successive years. It con- approach. Grackles very often build their nests in the interstices 
tained two young Eagles that threw themselves at once upon their between the sticks in the Fish Hawks’ nests, and both kinds of birds 

backs and showed fight when they saw their visitor looking at them, live together in harmony. But other birds of prey, as the White 
striking at him with their claws, making a peculiar rattling with or Bald Eagles, or Sea Eagles, torment the Fish Hawk. As soon 

= their beaks, opening them, and suddenly shutting them with a snap. as a Bald Eagle sees the Hawk with a fish, he chases, attacks, and 

Not even when their young were lifted out of the nest and exam- compels the Fish Hawk to drop his hard-earned booty, which the 

ined, did the old Eagles venture to attack the intruder, though they robber Eagle seizes and appropriates to his own use. 
sometimes came toward him in a direct line, with open beaks, with Fish Hawks are greatly attached to their young, and defend them 
their head feathers all erect, and seemingly in a terrible rage. But to their utmost against both men and birds of prey. One of the 
when within four or five yards of the object of their fury, they sud- parents always remains near the nest, while the other is out fish- 
denly turned off at a right angle, either to the right or left. After ing. It is remarkable that the tree on which the nest of a Fish 
the young Eagles had been examined for a quarter of an hour, Hawk is built, and where the young are reared, always withers and 
they were put back into the nest, and their visitor descended the dies in a short time afterward. Whether this is owing to some 

tree, to the great relief of their afflicted and fussy parents. poison imparted to the tree by the birds, or to the salt water con- 
stantly dripping from the heavy moss of the nest, or to some other 

scence cient Eso er cause, has not been satisfactorily settled. 

On dissecting a Fish Hawk, there were found the two glands on 
PLATE XVI. the rump, which supply the bird with oil wherewith to lubricate its 

The Fish Hawk. (Pandion haliaetus.) feathers, in order to protect them from injury by being frequently 
wet. These glands were remarkably large, and contained a great 

The Fish Hawk bears also the name of Osprey, Fish Eagle, and quantity of white greasy matter as well as yellow oil. The gall 

Fish Kite. Up to the present time it has been regarded as belong- was very small; but the intestines, with their numerous windings- 
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CINEREOUS COOT—PILEATED WOODPECKER. 17 

measured full nine feet, and were extremely thin. The crop or several kinds of vegetable matter, which they find in the water, 

craw was of proportionate size, and the stomach large, resembling form the principal food of Cinereous Coots. They pick up 

an oblong pouch. Both crop and stomach contained half-digested their food in swimming and diving, either from the surface, or by 
fish. The heart and lungs were large and strong. There was no diving after it to the bottom. Some Coots, kept in captivity, lived 
muscular gizzard. The female bird is about two inches longer for a whole winter exclusively on grain, and although they were 
than the male. The upper portion of her head is less white than occasionally fed with small minnows, which they readily ate, they 
that of the miale, and her breast is marked with brown streaks. seemed to prefer the grain. Whenever the Coot has settled on the 

smaller ponds or swamps it begins to build its nest, which is formed 

SSS in the rushes near the water’s edge. It is built on the trampled 
down stocks of weeds and rushes, and is composed of the dry 

‘ PLATE XVII. stocks of the same. The upper layers and the interior consist of a 
little finer material, such as the finer weeds, dry grass, and fibers. 

The Cinereous Coot. (Plica americana.) The female lays, in the latter part of May, from seven to tweive 
: ; : : eggs, rather large in proportion to the size of the bird, having a 

This species was formerly > by some ornithologists, classed among | fine but hard shell, of a yellowish brown color, sprinkled over with 

the Natatores, or swimming birds proper; but its form, the com- dark ash colored and blackish brown dots, chiefly on the large end. 
pressed body, and especially its mode of living, designate it clearly The eggs are hatched in about twenty or twenty-one days. As 

Be Connects) link between the Gallinules and the swimming soon as the young quit the shell and are dry, they plunge into the : 
birds. It has a very strong. resemblance, ay the formation of its watey, and dive and swim with the greatest ease, but always cluster 

whole body, to the Gallinules, except that its feet are lobed. again about the mother, taking shelter under her wings, while the 
The Cinereous Coot usually makes its appearance in the State male warns and protects them from danger. For a considerable 

of Ohio about the middle of April, stays the whole summer, and time they return nightly to their nest; but gradually they separate 
leaves for the South when the rushes are destroyed by severe more and more from the parents. Long before they are fully 

frosts. fledged, they become independent of parental care. 

This bird is found almost everywhere in Europe, but is repre- The female Coot frequently breeds twice in a season, but may 

sented in the southern parts by a related kind. It has been found be called lucky if she raises one-half of the young she hatches. 
in middle Asia, and in its winter-quarters, in the interior of Africa. Great havoc is made among them, before they have learned by ex- 

It is probable, however, that one or the other observer may have in- perience to defend themselves, by the Marsh Hawk and other kinds 
termixed the different related kinds, not having taken the trouble of of the Hawk tribe, as well as by turtles. 

a close examination. In Great Britain it is said to be found at all A Coot is found in Europe, the Fulica Atra, resembling the 

seasons, and does not seem to migrate to other countries, but merely American, though differing from it in having the bill and frontal 
changes its station in autumn from the lesser pools orloughs, where plate perfectly white, while on the American Coot the frontal plate 

their young are reared, to the larger lakes, where these birds as- is always of a bright chestnut color. The Coot’s gizzard is strong 
semble in winter in large flocks. They are also found in Ger- and muscular, like that of a common hen. The male and female 
many. They avoid rivers and brooks as well as the sea, and pre- are colored alike, except that the black on the head and neck of 
fer still waters, whose borders are overgrown with rushes and reeds. the female is less brilliant. The flesh of the Coot, even that of the 

They are consequently most numerous in the marshes of the young, makes an unsavory dish for the table. 

. larger lakes, and on the larger ponds. The time of their appear- 

ance in the spring depends chiefly, it seems, on the melting of the 

snow and ice. They remain in the same place during the whole 
summer, and in autumn begin to wander, assembling sometimes in ‘ 
immense flocks on the larger sheets of water, whence they migrate PLATE XVUI. 

dae South, usually in the latter part of October and in Novem- The Pilested Woodpecker. (Hylatomus pileafus.) 

The Coot is oftener seen on the water than on land, but frequents Fig. 1 

the latter, especially during midday, to take a rest, and to clean 
and put its plumage in order. Though the feet of the Coot are This Woodpecker, second only in size to any other, is a true 
rather awkwardly constructed for running, it runs tolerably well on American bird, and may be called the chief of all northern Wood- 

the ground ; but spends by far the greater part of its life in swim- peckers. His range extends from Upper Canada, all over the 

ming. Its feet are excellent rudders, for what their swimming United States, to the Gulf of Mexico. He abounds most in the 

lobes are lacking in breadth, is made up by the length of the toes. North, in forests of tall trees, particularly in the neighborhood of 

The Coot is also an expert diver, and contests the palm, in this re- large rivers, where he is noted for his loud cries, especially before 

spect, with many real swimming birds. It dives to considerable wet weather. At such times he flies, restless and uneasy, from tree 

depths, and swims, with the help of its wings, great distances under to tree, making the forest echo with his outcries. In the State of 

water. To escape danger, it always sinks itself in deep water. Ohio, and generally in all the Northern States, he is called the 

Before it rises for a flight, it flutters fora great distance over the Black Woodcock ; in the Southern States they call him the Log- 

surface, striking the water so violently with its feet that the noise cock. Every old trunk in the forest where he resides, bears more 

of the splashing can be heard at a great distance. or less the marks of his chisel-like bill. Whenever he finds a tree 

The Coot is very loquacious, chattering to its companions almost beginning to decay, he subjects it to a close examination, in order 

incessantly. Its voice is a shrill ‘* Kuw,” and the shrillness, in to find out the cause, going round and round it, and pulling the 

time of anger, is doubled or even trebled. It also utters a short, bark off in strips often several feet long, laboring with astonishing 

: hard * Pitts,” and at times a hollow guttural sound. It is a very skill and activity. He has frequently been seen to strip the bark 

sociable bird among its own kind, except in the breeding season, from a dead pine tree, eight or ten feet down, in less than fifteen 

when each pair always strive to keep a certain district for them- minutes. Whatever he is doing, whether climbing, stripping off 

selves, into which they never suffer any other birds to enter. Even bark, or digging, he seems to be always in great haste. He is ex- 

: in their winter-quarters, Coots do not like to see other swimming tremely watchful and shy, and is consequently difficult to kill. He 

birds, and make it a special point to drive away Ducks. clings closely to the tree after having received his mortal wound, 

Aquatic insects and their larva, worms and small shells, and and does not even quit his hold with his last breath. If shot at or
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the wing, and only one wing is broken, as soon as he drops to the enamel. The nest is usually built high up on a tree, generally on 
ground he makes for the nearest tree and climbs on it high enough a pine tree. 

to be out of reach. When wounded, and lying on the ground, he The same nest is used for several years, but is usually cleaned 
strikes with great fierceness at the hand stretched out to seize him. out and enlarged. The male assists the female in hatching, the fe- 
He is one of the few birds that are never content when caged or male sitting on the eggs during the night and the early morning 
confined. hours. The newly hatched young are ill-shaped, being sparingly 

This bird is now in one part of his district and then directly in covered on the upper part of the body with a grayish black down, 

another part, roaming through the whole of it in an incredibly short and the head being very large and the bill thick and clumsy. The 

time. In the course of a few minutes, his cries are heard in differ- parents seem to be very fond of their young, and utter mournful 
ent places, remote from each other. He utters three principal sounds when any one approaches the nest, and risk even their own 

cries—two in flying, and the other when sitting or climbing: the lives in defense of their brood. The young are fed from the crops of 

former sounding like ‘‘ Kerr, Kerr,” and ‘‘ Kleeck, Kleeck ;” the the old birds, and their food consists chiefly of the so-called eggs 
latter like ‘‘Kluh,” lengthened out and penetrating, or like ‘‘Kleha, of the black ant. If not disturbed, they remain in the nest until 

Kleha.” Besides these cries he has several others, which he utters perfectly fledged; but befo.e that time they often climb up to the 

for the most part when near his nest. His flight is different from entrance and take a look at the outside world. 
that of other Woodpeckers. He does not, like them, fly by starts, 

or in alternately ascending and descending lines, but wavelike for- 
ward in a straight direction, spreading his wings far apart and strik- The Hairy Woodpecker. (Pécs villosus.) 

ing the air hard, so that the points of the larger quills appear to be ; : 

bending upward, causing his flight to resemble that of the Jay. It Rig. 
is, however, more gentle than that of the other Woodpeckers, and This species may be regarded as a true type of the Woodpeck- 

seems to require less exertion. The distinct whirr which we hear ers (Pic?). They are found almost exclusively on the trunks of 

in their flight, we do not hear in his. Although he seems averse to trees, and are seldom seen on the ground. They are resident 

long flights, he has been observed flying directly forward, without | birds, and rarely missed in the orchards, where they are always 
stopping, for the distance of about half a mile. He hops rather busily engaged in boring apple trees, eagerly hunting for insects, 

awkwardly on the ground, where he is frequently seen examining their eggs or larve, in old withered stumps, rotten branches, and 
the ant-hills in quest of the larvee or eggs, of which he seems to be crevises of the bark. They inhabit North America from Hudson’s 
extremely fond. In climbing, and boring with his chisel-like bill, he Bay to the Carolinas and Georgia. In May, this Woodpecker re- 

is very expert. When he climbs, he puts both feet forward like all | tires to the groves and deeper forests with his mate to breed, though 
other Woodpeckers. He may therefore be said to hop up the trees, they frequently choose the orchard for that purpose, and select a 
and this he does with great force, so that one can distinctly hear his suitable apple or pear tree. They seek a branch already hollow, 
claws striking into the bark. While climbing he keeps his breast or dig out an opening for their nest. The nest has been found more 

away from the trunk, bending his neck backward. than four feet from the mouth of the hole. They dig first horizon- 

His food consists of ants and their larvee, which he picks up tally, if in the trunk of a tree, for six or seven inches, and then ob- 

with his sticky tongue. He also devours the larve of beetles found liquely down for twelve or fifteen inches, carrying the chips out with 
in-pine forests, and to get at them he chisels large holes in the their bills or scraping them out with their feet. A nest is now made 

trees. The mating season of these birds is in April, early or late, with fine chips at the bottom of the hole. The female lays from 

according to the season. The male at that period flies after the four to five bluish white eggs and hatches them outin June. Their 

female, crying aloud, and coming up to her, or becoming tired of residence in summer is limited to a comparatively small extent of 

flying after her, he alights on the withered top of a tree and begins country ; but in the fall and winter they roam about in a larger dis- 

to drum. He chooses on the tree a place where the beating of his trict, and usually in company with Nuthatches, Creepers, Titmice, 

bill will resound the loudest. Pressing his tail hard against a dead and Golden-crested Wrens. In summer they never suffer another 

limb, he raps so quickly and forcibly upon it with his bill, that the bird of their kind to come within their district. They make their 

noise made sounds like a continued ‘ Er-r-r-r-r-r-r.”._ The rapid appearance in a moment, as soon as they hear a knocking resem- 

motion of the red top on his head appears like a glowing spark on bling that of another Woodpecker. In their roamings they fly 

the end of a burning stick, moved quickly to and fro. The chiefly from tree to tree, avoiding large open spaces. 

female makes her appearance after the drumming, or sometimes These Woodpeckers are lively, active, and daring. Their con- 

answers by quickly repeated ‘‘ Kluck, Kluck, Kluck.” The trasted colors make them look beautiful, even when seen from a 

male also keeps up his drumming while the female is sitting on distance, and especially when they are flying. It is a fine sight 

the eggs. when on a clear, sunny day they chase each other from tree to tree, 

For their nests these birds seek a decayed or hollow tree, choos- or climb swiftly up in the sunshine on the branches or the trunk of 

ing a knot-hole for the entrance. This hole is widened by the | a tree, or when they bask in the sunlight on the tops of high trees, 1 

female, so as to make it sufficiently large for going in and out with | or on a withered limb execute their playful drumming. They are 

ease. The inner part of the tree is then hollowed out with pecu- | almost constantly in motion, and enliven the forests, especially the 

liar dexterity. This process seems to be very difficult for the female, | dark pine woods, ina most agreeable manner. Their flight is swift | 

as there is not room enough for working with her bill. The sounds and produces a humming ; but it is usually not farextended. They 

made are very dull, the chips small, and the work progresses rarely come down to the ground, but when on it, hop about with con- 

slowly ; but as soon as she has gained more room, she is enabled siderable skill. They prefer to sit on the tops of the trees, repeating 

to dig out larger chips, and the work goes on more rapidly. Chips their ‘* pick, pick, pick,” or ‘* kick, kick, kick.” Their sleeping- j 

have been found under a tree where she was at work, from four to places, like those of all Woodpeckers, are hollow trees, and to 

five inches long and half an inch in breadth and thickness. The these they retire when wounded. Such is their conduct toward 
female only works in the forenoon, going out in the afternoon after their own kind and toward other birds that they can not be called 
food. After laboring hard from ten to sixteen days, she has the sociable. They can be easily deceived by imitating their drum- 

nesting-place prepared. Itis from fifteen to twenty inches deep ming, especially in the spring-time, as at that time, besides their 

and from eight to ten inches in diameter, the sides being very | desire for food, jealousy is brought into play. In summer, when ’ 

smooth, and the bottom bowl-shaped and covered with fine chips. thus deceived, they appear close before you, climbing about on all : 

On these chips the female lays three, four, and sometimes five eggs, | the branches to get a sight of the supposed rivals or intruders; on 

which are rather small and of a brilliant white color, looking like such occasions both the male and female make their appearance.
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Their food consists of different kinds of insects, their eggs and | are of a pale clay color, sprinkled over with numerous small spots 
larve, and also of nuts and berries. It is principally gathered from or dots of a dark red. They measure fully an inch and a half in 

trees. For their young, they chiefly pick up small caterpillars. length by one inch in breadth, and are obtuse at the small end. 

They are very useful in forests and orchards, as they destroy the They are considered exquisite food, far surpassing the eggs of the 
insects that infest the trees. Frequently, after a few hard raps with domestic hen. The proper time for collecting these eggs is about 
their bills on 2 small limb, they run round to the opposite side to | the beginning of June. The nests are so abundant, and some per- 
vick up the insects that the jarring has started out. The male and sons are so skilled in finding them, that sometimes from forty to 

. female alternately sit on the eggs, and the young break out of the fifty dozen are collected in one day by a single individual. 
shell in fourteen or sixteen days. They are at first helpless and The Crows, Minks, and other animals hunt their eggs and de- 
deformed, but are most tenderly taken care off by their parents, stroy, not only a great number of them, but many of the birds 
who, when there is any seeming danger, wail piteously and never also. Heaps of bones, feathers, wings, and eggs of the Clap- 
leave the nest. For a long time after the young are fully fledged, per Rail are often found near the holes of Minks, by which these 

they are guarded and fed by the parents until perfectly able to find animals themselves are in turn detected, driven out, and killed. 

their own food and take care of themselves. The male and fe- The poor Clapper Rails are subjected to another calamity of a 
male birds are alike in color, except that the female lacks the red more serious and disastrous nature. It happens sometimes, after 
on the hind head, and the white below is tinged with brown. The the greater part of the eggs are laid, that a violent northeast storm 

name of Hairy Woodpecker is doubtless bestowed upon this bird arises, and drives the sea into the bay; overflowing the marshes, , 
on account of the white lateral spot on the back, composed of loose | and destroying all the nests and eggs. Besides, vast numbers of the 
feathers resembling hair. This bird usually utters a loud tremu- birds perish, as the water rushes in suddenly, and the birds being 
lous cry in starting off, and when alighting. When mortally entangled are unable to extricate themselves in time to escape 
wounded it will hang by the claws, even of a single foot, while a drowning. Hundreds of these birds may be seen at such tics 

spark of life remains. floating over the marshes in great distress, a few only escaping to 
the mainland. On such occasions great numbers may sometimes be 

a seen ina single meadow, bewildered and not trying to conceal 

themselves ; while the bodies of female birds that perished in their 
nests are washed to the shore, with scarcely a male among the 

PLATE XIX. dead bodies. After such an occurrence the birds go to work again 
4 : as soon as the water subsides, and in about a fortnight the nests 

The Clapper Rail. (/a//us crepitans.) and eggs are about as numerous as they were before the calamity. 
Wiget. Instances have occurred when such a disaster happened twice in a 

breeding-season, and yet the Clapper Rails were not discouraged, 

The Clapper Rail, designated by different names, such as the but commenced building nests and laying eggs for the third time. 

Mud Hen, Meadow Clapper, Big Rail, and several others, is a The young of the Clapper Rails bear a strong resemblance to the 

well-known and very numerous species, inhabiting the whole At- young of the Virginia Rails, although they are somewhat larger. 

lantic coast from Florida to New England, and probably still more They are covered, as well as the young Virginia Rails, with a soft 

northward. Although they chiefly inhabit the salt-marshes, these black down, but differ from the latter in having a whitish spot on the 

birds are occasionally found on the swampy shores and tide waters auriculars, and a whitish streak along each side of the breast, belly, 

of our large rivers, as well as on the lakes. They, as well as and fore part of the thigh. The legs are of a blackish slate color. 

other rails, are birds of passage, arrivingon the coasts the latter These birds have a little white protuberance near the tip of the bill, 

part of April, and leaving late in September. They have been and they are also whitish around the nostrils. They run with the 

observed in great numbers at the mouth of the Savannah river, in greatest facility among the long grass and reeds, and can only be 

the months of January and February, and it is therefore very prob- caught with great difficulty. Several young Clapper Rails caught 

able that some of them winter in the marshes of Georgia and Flor- in the marshes in New Jersey, about the middle of July, corre- 

ida. They are often heard to cry while on their spring migrations, sponded with the above description, the males and females being 

pretty high up in the air, generally a little before day-break. The marked alike. The extreme nervous vigor of its limbs, and its 

shores, within the beach, consisting of large extents of flat marsh compressed body, which enables it to run among the grass, reeds, 

overgrown with rank and reedy grass or rushes, occasionally over- and rushes with the greatest rapidity, seemed to be the only means 

flowed by the sea, by which they are cut into numberless small of defense of this bird. Almost everywhere among the salt- 

islands with narrow inlets, are the favorite breeding-places of the marshes are covered passages under the flat and matted grass, 

Clapper Rails, which are found there in double the number of all through which the Rail makes its way like a rat, without being 

other marsh-birds. noticed. From nearly every nest runs one or more of these cov- 

The arrival of the Clapper Rail is announced by his loud, harsh, ered roads to the water’s edge, by which the birds can escape un- 

and incessant crackling, which bears a strong resemblance to that of seen. If closely pursued, the Rail will dive and swim to the other 

the Guinea-fowl. It is generally heard during the night, and is side of the pond or inlet, rising and disappearing with celerity and 

greatest before astorm. Toward themiddle of May the Clapper Rails in silence. In smooth water the Rail swims tolerably well, but 

begin to construct their nests and lay their eggs. They drop their not fast; he sits rather high in the water with the neck erect, strik- 

first egg in a cavity lined with only a little dry grass, to which is ing out with his legs with great rapidity. On shore, he runs with 

gradually added, as the number of eggs increases, more and more the neck extended, frequently flirting up his erect tail, and running 

grass, so that by the time the number of eggs reaches the full com- on smooth ground nearly as fast as a man. 

plement, usually nine or ten, the nest has attained a height of ten or These birds are always very difficult to catch on land even when 

fourteen inches. The reason for building the nest so high is doubt- their wings are broken. They can remain under water four or five 

less to secure them from the rising of the tides. The large rank minutes, clinging closely to the roots of rushes with the head bent 

marsh-grass is skillfully arched over the nest, and knit at the top, in downward. Their flight resembles that of a Duck. They gener- 

: order to conceal the nest from view, and afford shelter against heavy ally fly low above the ground, with the neck extended, and with 

rains; but instead of concealing the nest, it enables the experi- great velocity ; but like all the Rail tribe they have a dislike to 

enced egg-hunter to find it more easily, for he can distinguish the take wing, and whenever you traverse the marshes and accident- 

spot when it is at a distance of from thirty to forty yards, although ally start one Clapper Rail, you may be sure that there are hun- 

an unpracticed eye would not be able to discern it at all. The eggs dreds of these birds, which, if hunted by a dog, will lead him
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threugh numberless labyrinths, and only flush when he is just at day. Such accounts being doubted, an experiment was made, by 

the point of seizing them. taking from a nest-hole in the steep bank of the Connecticut river, 

The male and female Clapper Rails are colored nearly alike ; but a little below Middletown, Connecticut, the second egg laid; but 
the young birds in the first year differ somewhat from them in color. instead of laying another egg, the birds abandoned the nest alto- 
The upper parts of these young birds are of a brownish olive gether. A similar experiment was tried in Ohio, with a like 
streaked with a pale slate color; the wings are of a pale brown result. 

olive; the chin and throat, white; the breast, pale ash colored, In the Eastern and Western States, the Kingfisher generally re- 
and tinged with yellowish brown; the legs and feet are of a light mains until the commencement of the cold season, when he leaves 
horn color. These birds are never found at a great distance from for warmer regions, though he is occasionally seen in the North- 
the lakes or large rivers in the interior part of the country; on the ern States in the middle of winter. He is found in the Southern 
lakes they are frequently found, but never in great numbers. The States during nearly the whole winter. The Belted Kingfisher is 
Clapper Rail feeds chiefly on small shelled fish, especially on those like all the rest of the Kingfisher tribe, not much inclined to society, 
of that form of snail found so abundant in the marshes; but he but is generally seen singly or in pairs, or in small groups of three 
also eats worms, which he digs out of the mud, and for which work or four. When crossing from one brook or river to another, or 
his bill is wonderfully adjusted. He also feeds on small crabs. from one lake to another, which the Kingfisher frequently does, he 

In the month of October, Clapper Rails migrate to the South, passes over cities or forests in a bee-line, not unfrequently for a 
never in flocks, but singly or in pairs, flying high up in the air. distance of ten or twenty miles. At such times his motions consist 
None of them remain North during the winter, though one of of five or six flaps, followed by a glide without making any undu- 
them was killed in the Reservoir, about thirty-three miles north- lations like the Woodpecker. In May, 1850, on a little creek in 
east from Columbus, Ohio, in the latter part of November; but on Connecticut, called the Hockanum, a Belted Kingfisher was ob- 
a close inspection, it was found that the bird had been crippled. served on the ground, flapping his wings and seemingly in great 

distress. On coming up to him the observer found that his bill was 
stuck fast in a large clam. He had probably seen the clam on the 

. muddy bank of the creek, with the shell partly open, and, in the 
Ee one ware) attempt.to pull the clam out, the shell had closed upon his bill. 

Fig. 2. The passer-by of course liberated the poor bird, which kind act he 

: 2 A : acknowledged by biting his benefactor on the thumb, and by The Belted Kingfisher is an inhabitant of the shores and banks springing his rattle at him most indignantly as he flew away. 
of all our fresh-water rivers from Hudson’s Bay to Mexico. He 
seems to love running streams and falling waters, like the whole 
of his tribe. At such places, resting on an overhanging bough ——— 
above a cataract, he will remain for hours, glancing around with 

piercing eyes in all directions, seeking to discern in the water be- PLATE XX. 

low small minnows, which, as soon as seen, with a sudden circular 

plunge, executed with the velocity of an arrow shot from the bow, The Ash-colored or Black-cap Hawk. (Astur atricapillus.) 
he sweeps from their element and swallows in an instant. The 
voice of the Belted Kingfisher resembles the sound of a child’s This beautiful Hawk has been confounded by many Ornitholo- 
rattle ; it is sudden, harsh, and very loud, but in a certain degree gists with the Goose Hawk of Europe; but there is such a differ- 
softened by the murmuring of the brooks, or the sound of the cas- ence between them that it is really wonderful how the two birds 
cades or brawling streams, among which he generally rambles. could be supposed to be identical. The greatest difference between | 
He courses up and down the stream, along its different windings, these birds is in the markings of their breast and under parts, and 
at no great height above the water, sometimes poising himself by this difference is so distinct as at once to strike the beholder. On our 
the rapid action of his wings, in the manner of some of the Hawk Hawk the under parts are of a uniform pale grayish white, each 
tribe, in order to pounce down into the water on some small fish, feather having in the center a black streak; this extends to the 
which he frequently misses. After such a miss he usually settles, feathers in the center of the belly, after which the streak is hardly 
with a dissatisfied look, on an old dead overhanging limb of a tree any more visible: besides this, every feather is marked trans- 
to shake off the water from his plumage and to reconnoiter again. versely with fine, irregular zigzag bars of dark gray. In the | 
Mill-dams are frequented by him, as the neighborhood usually European bird, each feather on the breast and lower parts is 
abounds with small fish. Rapid flowing streams, with steep high marked with a dark shafi, not exceeding its own breadth, and has 
banks of a clayey or gravelly nature, are also his favorite places besides two decided transverse bars, giving the bird, at a first glance, 
of resort, as on such steep and dry banks he usually digs a hole a very different aspect from the American Hawk. The upper 
for his nest. This hole ne digs with his bill and claws, extending parts of the latter are of a blue shade, and the markings of the 
it horizontally, sometimes to four or even six feet, and about half a head are darker and more decided. Some Ornithologists have 
yard below the surface, with a small cavity at the bottom for the classed this Hawk with the genus Astur, while others make it a 
nest. This is composed of a few fibers, a few dried fish-bones, and sub-genus of Accipiter, in which the Sparrow Hawk and lesser 
a little dry grass. The female lays five pure white eggs, compar- species have been placed. Although there is some difference in 
atively of rather a large size. The young are hatched about the the formation of the tarsi, the habits and forms are in general nearly i 
beginning of June; but the time differs according to the climate similar. The Broad-winged Hawk (Astur Pennsylvanicus) is an 
of the country where the breeding takes place. In the southern example of the one, and our Hawk that of the other. 
parts of the United States, the female Kingfisher has been found The Black-capped Hawk is very spirited, and his general form 
sitting on her eggs as early as the beginning of April, while in and aspect denote great strength; his legs are very strong, and his 
Ohio the Kingfishers’ nests, with the birds sitting on the eggs, are claws rather large in proportion, the claws of the inner toes being 
not usually found till toward the end of May. They occupy the as large as those of the great toe; his wings are short and rounded, 

28 sswit doy several years as a breeding-place, and will not readily showing, when expanded, a considerable inner surface, very favor- 
-saké if, even though it should be visited. There are accounts able to a smooth sailing flight, which is greatly aided by the 

of people taking away the eggs of a Kingfisher, leaving one in the lengthened tail. His favorite abodes are forests or well-wooded 
nest, and repeating this till they had collected twelve, or even countries, where he can be seen hunting his prey about the skirts 
eighteen eggs, the female always laying regularly one egg every of the woods. In such places he builds his nest, usually on a high
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LONG-TAILED DUCK—BARRED OWL. 21 se 
tree, the nests differing in nothing from those of other Hawks. tine was found to be five feet and seven inches, and the liver rather 
The female lays two and sometimes three dirty white eggs, which large. 
are disproportionately thick on the round end and suddenly taper- On our plate the full-plumaged male is represented on the right 
ing toa point. The flight of this Hawk is a sailing in circles, or hand, giving a side view, while the female pilots her young about 
a skimming near the ground in search of prey, at which he darts on the water. Both male and female are in their summer dress. 
with great celerity either on the ground or on the wing. It is areal On the left hand of our plate the male and female Long-tailed 
curiosity to see him pick up a bird, when flying near the ground, Duck are represented in their winter dress. 
8o quickly that it is seldom noticed when he stoops and clutches it, In conclusion, it may be remarked that the singular voice of this 
as he seems to fly along as if nothing of the kind had happened. Duck was supposed by some Ornithologists to be occasioned by 
His long and expanded tail serves him as an excellent rudder, when the peculiar construction of its wind-pipe; but this can not be the 
threading dense woods, which he performs with great dexterity. case, for the simple reason that the female of this species is the 
When resting he assumes a very erect position. The young of most noisy, and yet is partially destitute of that peculiarly formed 
the first season are destitute of the fine zigzag markings on the wind-pipe. 
breast and belly; but each feather is marked with a broad longi- ; 
tudinal streak of dark brown, while the head is of the same color 
without distinctness in the markings. PLATE XXII. 

——->——_ The Barred Owl. (Syrnium nebulosum.) 

PLATE XXI. This is one of our most common Owls, and more frequently than 
any other is seen late in the fall or in winter, especially near the 

The Long-tailed Duck. (Harelda glacialis.) borders of creeks or rivers, or near swamps bordered by woods. 
: In summer it is generally found in dense forests, flying about from 

The Long-tailed Duck passes on the eastern coast of the United | place to place during the entire day, seeming not to be a nocturnal 
States under the name of South-Southerly, from the singular re- | bird, but to see better in the day-time than any other Owl. It is by 
semblance of its cry to those words. The people inhabiting or no means a shy bird, but will often, at night, come close to a lonely 
living near the coasts say that when these ducks are very clamor- | camp-fire, exposing itself to the glare of the fire, without showing 
ous, it betokens a southerly wind or storm. In New Jersey and the slightest token of alarm. It will turn its unusually thick head 
in the State of New York they are usually called Oldwives. They toward you, and scrutinize you with its large black eyes. In Louis- 
are a regular salt-water Duck, inhabiting bays and coasts only late iana these Owls seem to be the most abundant, and in passing 
in the fall or in winter. They are rarely found in the marshes, and through the dense woods the traveler may often count six or eight 
very seldom ramble far from the sea, keeping always to the channel, in the distance of a few miles, and at the approach of night, their 
where they may be seen constantly diving for small shelled fish, cries can be heard from every patch of woods near the plantations. 
which seem to be their principal food. When passing from one In dark and cloudy days, indicating an approaching rain-storm, 
bay to another, often in large flocks, their loud and clamorous cry their cries are multiplied during the day, and are louder than usual. 
can be heard at a great distance, especially toward evening. They On the coming on of a storm, they respond to each other in such 
are lively and restless, and in their swift flight usually make but unearthly and strange tones, that one can not help thinking that 
short excursions. They inhabit corresponding latitudes in both something extraordinary is taking place among them. Their mo- 
America and Europe, where great numbers of them remain the tions and gesticulations are, on such occasions, stranger and more 
whole winter, or rather, the whole year round, only a few of them, lively than usual. On approaching the bird, it at once changes 
comparatively speaking, wandering off toward the south in the its perpendicular position to a horizontal one, throwing the lateral 
cold season. Flocks of these Ducks have been found, in the feathers of the head forward, so as to make it appear as if sur- 
months of October, November, December, January, February, and rounded by a broad ruff, moving it round, and backward and for- 
March, in the Orkney islands. They have also been frequently ward so quickly as to cause it to look as if it were dislocated from 
found in Sweden, Lapland, and Russia. the body. All motions of the intruder are looked at with eyes that 

One of their chief breeding-places is Hudson’s Bay. They make seem as if they were half-blind, and with a suspicion of treacher- 

their nests among the long grass near the sea; these are composed ous intentions. The bird flies off to a short distance, alighting 

of dry rushes and grass, lined inside with a fine soft down from the with its back toward the intruder, but immediately turns to begin its 

breast of the female. Toward the middle of June, the latter lays scrutiny anew. If you do not shoot at it, you may follow it in this 

from ten to fourteen bluish white eggs, of about the size of those way for along distance; but if shot at and not wounded, it will 

of a pullet. The young, as soon as they are hatched, follow their fly off to such a distance that you will lose sight of it, though you 
mother to the water, never returning to the nest again. may hear its pompously uttered ‘* wha, wha, wha,” from time to 

On the whole, the Long-tailed Ducks are pretty hardy birds time. 

and most excellent divers. Their flesh is not heldin great esteem, as The flight of this Owl is light, smooth, and perfectly noiseless, 

it is rather dry, and has, besides, a sedgy taste. Their feathers, and so much so that not the slightest rustling of the wings can be 
especially those of the breast, and their down, are of the best qual- heard, even if it flies only a couple of yards above your head. If 

ity for bedding. the occasion requires it, their flight can be greatly protracted, as 
The wind-pipe of this Duck is similar to that of other Ducks, they have been noticed to fly on one stretch a distance of over two 

and rather curiously formed; the labyrinth is large and is partly miles. The writer has noticed the Barred Owl several times in the 

of a circular form, and the wind-pipe immediately above it has an day-time sailing about in the air in small circles, in a manner sim- 

expansion of double its usual diameter, which continues for about ilar to the hawk, rising to a great height and then flying off to a 

an inch anda half. This is flattened on the side next the breast, distance, in an irregular zigzag line, while briskly flapping its 

making an oblong space like a window, which is crossed with fine wings. He also several times found the nest of that Owl contain- 
s narrow bars, and covered with a thin semi-transparent skin. A ing eggs, the number of which, when the bird was sitting, was 

similar skin is spread over the external side of the labyrinth. This invariably three. These were of the size of a hen’s egg, but 

singular conformation is, as in all other Ducks, peculiar to the more globular, and had a coarse rough shell of a pure white color. 

males of this species, which have the wind-pipe of nearly the All the nests found were snugly built in the fork of some large 

same thickness throughout. On dissection the length of the intes- tree, and among its thick foliage. The nest was, however, rudely



22 SONG OF THE OWL—BLUE-BIRD. 
ae 

constructed, being composed outwardly of sticks, interspersed with When the sweet dew sleeps in the midnight cool, 
dry grass and dry leaves, and lined with small twigs, fibrous Some tall tree-top I win ; 
roots, and a few feathers. The food of these birds consists chiefly And the toad leaps up on her throne-shaped stool, 
of mice, moles, frogs, lizards, snakes, and sometimes fish. The And our revels loud begin— 

young birds have been often taken from the nest and placed in a Whil ae tea ote hi 
room with the window open, and, in all such instances, the young o SC noe CSOs OCH Ce Sen aae pool : . r plunges sportive in. 
ones have been found by their parents the very first night, although f 

the distance of the room was, in one case, over two miles from the As the last lone ray from the hamlet fades 

nest. The parent birds brought plenty of food to their young, so In the dark and still profound, 
that almost every morning, a great many frogs, mice, etc., had to The night-bird sings in the cloister shades, 
be thrown out. Only once, in all these experiments, did the old And the glow-worm lights the ground— 
birds bring a partridge; but this, on close inspection, was found to Tu-whoo! roa: 
be in a far-advanced state of decay. The previous night had been And fairies trip o'er the broad green glades, 
very dark and stormy, perhaps the old birds had not been able to To the fire-fly circling round. 
catch any live prey, and had brought the dead partridge to serve as Tu-whit! tu-whoo! all the livelong night, 
food for their young in case of extreme need. A right gladsome life lead we ; 

The young are, for some time after birth, covered with a fine While the starry ones from their azure height, 
white down, which gives them a peculiar, but not an uninteresting Look down approvingly. 
appearance. Their call or cry is a singular hissing sound, which Tu-whoo! 
can be heard at a great distance. These birds, like most other They may bask who will in the noonday light, 
Owls, are clothed with feathers of very different shape and texture. But the midnight dark for me. 
Those surrounding the bill are similar to bristles; those around the 
region of the eyes are unwebbed and extremely open, and are ae 
bounded by a set proceeding from the external edge of theear, small 
and velvety, consisting of exquisitely fine fibers, almost invisible to PLATE XXIII. 
the naked eye. The outward plumage of these birds has one gen- 
eral character at the surface, calculated to repel rain and moisture ; The Blue-bird. (Stadia séalis.) 
but toward the roots of the feathers, it is composed of a very soft, xz : ie : 
loose, and downy substance, so that we may touch without feeling _ The gentle and sociable disposition and the peculiarly pleas- 
it. The webs of the wing-quills are also of a delicate softness, ing manners of this beautiful little bird entitle it to particular 

covered with exceedingly fine hair, and edged with a fine, loose, attention. Being one of the first messengers of spring, it brings 
silky down. All this enables the Owl to pass through the air with- the glad tidings of the approach of warm weather to our very 
out disturbing, in the slightest degree, the most profound stillness. thresholds. As everybody, old or young, has been expect- 
The long bristly feathers around the bill and the eyes serve to ing. this “pleasing yisitoy, gic) is met everywhere with a most 
guard the latter from injury, when the Owl sweeps rapidly through hearty welcome. His gentle, quiet song is extremely soft and 
a thicket, as on the slightest touch at the point of any of these agreeable. At consists of an oft-repeated warble, uttered with open 

bristles, the nictitating membrane is instantly drawn over the eye. quivering wing, and very pleasing. In his manners and general 
There is often a remarkable difference in size between the male bearing he always reminds me of the House Red Start of Eu- 

and female, and between the birds generally of this species. The rope, to which in his motions and general character he bears a 
usual length of the female is about twenty-two inches, though I very strong resemblance. Like that bird he is quiet and confiding, 
have shot one that measured twenty-eight inches. The usual aver- and of a NEE, peaceable disposition, never quarreling or fighting 
age of the male is seventeen inches, by thirty-eight inches in cir- with other birds. _His presence is not only desired, but generally 
cumference. The Owl represented on our plate is a female in courted in rural districts 5 few farmers, or their boys, failing to pro- 
full plumage. ae ape es place, a me ae ee a a 2 

or him. In his turn he repays the good farmer tenfold for his kind- 
oe oF OWE. ness, by his cheerful song, and by daily destroying a multitude of 

BY MRS. HEWITT. insects, that might otherwise ruin the farmer’s whole fruit crop. 
Tu-whit! tu-whoo !—in my ancient hall, The song of the Blue-bird changes in the month of October to a 

In my old gray turret high, single plaintive note, which is most noticed when he flies over the 
Where the moss is thick on the crumbling wall, yellow and reddish colored woods, this melancholy air reminding 

A king—a king reign I! us of nature’s gradual decay. Even after the trees are completely 
Tu-whoo! bare of leaves, he seems to dislike leaving his native fields, 

I wake the wood with my startling call but lingers around until the heavier frosts. Want of food finally 
To the frighted passer-by. compels him to leave. This happens about the latter part of No- 

The ivy-vines in the chink that grow, vember, when only a few or no Blue-birds are to be seen; but they 
Come clambering up to me; reappear, at least in this part of the country, on every return of 

And the newt, the bat, and the toad, I trow, open and mild weather, so that we hear their plaintive notes in the 
A right merry band are we. fields, or in the air over our heads; and they seem never totally 

Tu-whoo! to forsake us, but merely to follow fair weather in their wanderings 
Oh, the coffined monks in their cells below, until the return of spring. Even in the midst of winter, when the 

; Have no goodlier company. whole earth is covered with deep snow, small groups of Blue-birds 
Iigt thata joy in their deiilivat dunlit aia: are frequently met with conducting themselves as usual, seemingly 
And their sunset hues, who may; unconcerned about the inclement weather. ; 

But softer by far than the tints they prize, : The Blue-bird is generally regarded as a bird of passage; but 
Is the dense of the twilight gray. if the weather is at all favorable, he reappears as early as the 

Tu-whoo! middle of February, fluttering about his wonted haunts, the barn, 
Oh! a weary thing to an owlet’s eyes the house-top, the orchard, or the fence-posts. Deep snow-falls, ot 

Is the garish blare of day. stormy weather, drive him away again, but only for a short time,



os ee 

ayes 

ee 
saat oe

 ea 
; See Gok ‘ 

eg 
? Ge 

sei See beune seat 

&  <. Se oe ay
 ere Be

er pita 

ig 
leas 

Re pie aac ey Cia ocean 
aa 

a 
Cami 

ee
 

i 

eos 
ce 

Mey sae ile ae ieee e
ee ee 

tee 
Pe | re att Coe ee

 

"ag a se Se ee
 

ee ae 

> aa 
Daeg | un 

ve 
ag os pe as Wee 8 Reman e

e 
Pas 

spc iceeate. 6 ee wei 4 toi d 
(rea a ay preteens

 LAER:
 

GE 
a 

ha i Me Dyers ge Peis
 sages ats eee 

Son i pee 
a 

a ee
e 

eee Se fo Ne 
ff ae eee toe ie rt 

gees 

j F = ae Ce ae Wee
 ae Bee ee ee

 Se 

; ee 
(a alae 

ee ae 2a ae 

; rae RS 
ae Ree 

con: 
pee nt cole

man aoe 

poem 
ie ©) Ben 

ee Cerny 
eee 

SECS ES 

Sa 
a A a 

ak: A
e a

 

i 

oe 
Oe Cn ges 

eS 
. fs Boek 

i Rog p
e SAE CR aren 

aay 
po enard es 

SENG os My id 
» Me 

She
e e

e 

eae ea
 aa S 

Sea tenet ew 
a: 

Bie 
Re oe 

AS ee ak Bt eS 

; Beene parece 
ae, 

PA: BOIS ING ene 
re yi By ee tieae Bae a sae 

eo 
AG 

ae a aie 
Oe oa 

Ager nes Sue oes 
eee 

Seats By ai 
MS 

Be TO aes eta 2 ea 
itl Ss Sg SOARS Wee Se. BUNT e 

HEE
 Su Poe Sos pa 

Vo eer cam 
ee age 

Ea nae Ee Ny 
aa on EE 

eae ee 
GCE

 eae 
ore 

a 6 a 

ieee 
Bae oe 

teeta 
Sy 

Boss Shot eS
 fy toy ae WEE SEA 

a eae Bas eange ae 
4 oe 3 o 

i 
ae ae 

ge soe eg
 SS 

TR bare a 
Led Lee 2 eer ee 

A Le 
i 

Gu gem 
y 

PS ty Sa fea 
LP ES ea spaunsneaet 

a a
 

ees i” 

ee a 
ios Fas Sg 

ule i 
ee Be

e a Se 
Gh) aah 

Sepa 
eg 

bren Gopeen 
ce 

Gavi Riiter Hea
 Ghe Ieee 

| gt 
——— 

4 Po oe 
oe 

oo 
ey 

os Ke 

: BS 
oe Byes as 

pO 
eg 

Ca 
Sg ane

 (saree SS 
es 

~ Mes CP HE 5 8 ce 
aN Sah ey

 
Es 

ee 
RRS Say aS 

RSG Bee fea ts 

an 
ee 

7 eee SES
 Pec ya 

oe 
Re 

eee 
Pe 

fe ae es Waren 
ae 

* , ee 
Lat geet See

 SOS cee 
ay 

et aaa 
¢ tay 

oe een 
Bee 

BR 
Apa EA a 

3 
1m 

Ee 

ae eee 
ORS 

Leg poh ee psd 
i ae 

2p EE Shoe. 
7 

: i Be ae OF 5 ae 
fp res Se ot 

i 

af 
se 

aa 

neti 
oe ¥j as 

ye 
" 

x ee 
eS e- ry a 

Speirs
 

ce age 

> 
ee 

BS 

ca 

ae 
R 

Soe 
a! 

e 

og 
es 

eo Sears pees 

Ree 
ne : ins 

ie 
ee 

eet meee 
e 

becky, ag SD
 

ae 
as pepe 

k ae 
ak 

OR 
pened 

4 

Peete 

eee st SEN a Sse rae 
‘ 

‘ 

& 
i 

= me 

z 
ahs SR ae FES 

a 

f 

: 
‘ 

ee Bees 

: 
Sl 

Soe 

i 

% 
ois 

oe A
YO 

ee 
Sat 

lays 

Pre 
: Se eo 

Bs 

: Ae 

é 

Fis ee 
2 # 

Rae SS 

Z BP 
Be 

ies 
A 

(iit S : § Bach NEY 

Sa ‘ 
2a my 

: 
Say 

. a 
oe 

Pk 
ge 

ce 
ae Soe 

See ¢ re 

. 
LSet Go a 

BSC Gate 

mn 
% Pe a ec

 

: 
ke 

oa 
eo 

a Gn ar yy oP Cn 

See ee 
oe 

ee 
a 

a 8s. ae ae 

Ae ea ea ae 
ee 

Susi 
Coes 

Bar apart 
een 

ae 3 

Saray 
x 

x 
hs " Bey 

él 
Pa a RE MEGA 

Sais 
4 4 Sara 

ae 
on ae Re 

Rees — 
5 

oO eee 
5 a ile ie 

Bert 
ee hes 

ee : 

S Seas 
or 

Pana 
“me 

“ 

ge a Sees 
oe 

. 

\ 
uy Uo 

‘ 
sO 

‘ . 
cs 

SNS



aes Fane Uyr gn Pei! aces ieee eS eee So ee F x 

prt Sf a a i a eee je eames = Le ae eee 

“eae Pies ea arn a hi = eee P sgt ndake =v oo ean a re a Ai 

Eee ais es Saye eee nee ian iea SL anes ee Ee 

eee ae a ere eee a cea ta iate naar ae at eee {Ge eee 

Reon ete ae Borers cee ah ie nes, cee a ee PL uvoniee haere lO ieee 

eee ee ee ess Pea? ene eee YH eet oi at ete ee insta, 

aa er Sea aeons as =a entw ose ir a Se Ae ee aed oe EN eS Sr ee Se ee ae 

et ee Na a al et Soo aeons Fe eae <i e Seeger 

es oe Bese eae o> 1 nets Sar te coe ee aetna Pee Lec foe ne oe ae 

eer) zi == aa ia Bese ctaasr sen joar a alee seo Baas ae ake Reka Limit aah ining Tse 

py Yee onsen ee enn SES as wee snes Son aw ets ae eee 

ens) — | i Reese res oT i Sess pee easiest ee Cpa eu Scie pet ia ee oh es 

eee AS ee RS ae aii tn Ra a cere Re ees Li 

ei Re Mer oe ara ee erg bs eax preva Ligon ar a aon 

Ste o> re! Rie teh ieo nen oa Cae Nee ge gael A eae cae “angel scree i ae py as 

ee a 7 re Bea? pt ise ay nes Masher e: Sates a rice Cant ets Sh ctire an eae Nicer Ae yi 1S eee rate Be 

Ee — eer eS Pclo= © Gayphee se, “aa RAPA ot ret = tee cia GOS (en at 6 Cee Pe agree 

eee > Sc Agta ore ¥ . ire cd Bere i bance ved Coe ee ee aos 

Boe al ee re te eee ae oS eee apse yeh a alee ate Ce eenaree fens tee ie ane 
; 

od Pee es eae I Se ore eae se Ge Se RS Se eee ee ee 

eee Reese pectoris es Rega erga Rl ee ee Sai sl oe ee ere ean oe and oe een ee ea 

J Seabee ee oh crag ee ae eet a Ahn ee Bee ote che ect ean eee ees SS ieee ane Reema 
= 

es Oe ‘a, See eceenea esas ay ie HE ee apeebee ts fr SbeeL Romito ws ca. Co ae | Ree ine erp os ‘a 5 greed] ipsa ae c its 

le EL ae ee e Rises a, 225 ee ee eee 3 = ae uid inl get SiC gee ike 2c pane 
sent. As ae 

ee ga sees ae or alas et een. Des : a g iOS alias ao gel a ge oro esa \ ieee ia 

Bins eRe Ree a pane neo ieee ele : p 5 eae en oes tot gee ie aa ae see 

meas 7 OMe Geet ae ae pe eg eee Pan ; ; iA A te een te aes ee = 

ae.  eee pear tate ee cs ora ie % Se jee eae ee aes oi ee an ie met 

ped | SRS we ea emer iy ah 22 ae see l1gr ot eee eae Te net ee cco Diyek 

o> ee eee Bee : : : Peet ieee tee eee eee ee aoe eee eee ie 

Bt RRS Soe ie a he era Satan ao SS OMEI Ee = ioe ea ee 7) 

; f depeetes SS ea ae Rees ear eae ; see : Peo alte er ear een Raeee ** 

: (Shs Gare aS ih repeat estas oi 7 ss ihe 2 eae so ¢ 2 vo athe fis Meine el ieee 

anit : So ee oe et at ee a Seam ee : ‘ Le Nee Baers : 2 ree ret 11 Bp ee Morey meeetc” ct 

: bp Seee se Sees i EPR: Noe ee [pet EATS So clan ee tel ; ee a eet) vi NP a a * 

i : non gep rf Ie E pe Sk aa cogs as core toy =) see” ee aes cele Merk ne Pat 7 

: : maeusg te i eee : 5 F ee en 
tee : i a Ge ah. oh pe Sethe aie ye At: 

; » oy eas ee ae 
Geis Saewee sees bo ona 

ee 2 Tee ee cede as = io whos cecal SS "= Pere Res aaa Pee ae et ae 3 

: i ‘ae : Bee ei Saisie : aoe ae a MeeOe Se ieee a pe Pca. : 

4 2 pert & Ra Since erga ea ye y: ae: m4 ; es 

, 1G . et ‘ igh eect eee ; 5 ea é ph a 
a5 ; 

a? a : ae Mt ee ee = pa scaicimes «fcr zs 2 ieee > ahha eee = Jig Loyal * 

F gees 2 aa i= ‘ : a ea ati hh 2 ee ta a P ie 

“a i) % ess 7 = es Pep ae or eee ie ; eee eyes cee oa aay 

: : ieee Sie , sect) ee 3 e ea oa a i 

aera E ‘Ore e geraee ae 3 sue nz ae ae “eit Sposa ie : 

yeh al ee 3 
a Ria alee wan Bo 

Re eee 
ie bs) oi ee s 

: ari ae tie : 2 | See ee aoe f 

: SP Sees Seine sce : - ae Sn Ste ae So eee ase gee he * 

; : ; gee ce ee SK Ui te ee Top : ; a ia hes eer | - 

\ id optic in euee nk ae She, : ; = ee ie eee Ree ee a8 As 5 , 

: a ie a ae : ig 2 eee : 

: ms a cieek ght. ae ; ; * ; : 7 ees ee ae 

roe ee Beatie ce ae gers 5 83s aise oa ; : a 
, : P 

a eta e Seager jee he ge a , i coe i ; - a 

PE 5 eee 5 * 3 : ah ' Bie peer 2: Sane tae j 

“ re <7 oe ey Fie < 
es S : . SH ie mG =a 

= ‘ae Pe nee oes, = ss Pee e ere a ee eee ath ee 

oro ‘Gpeeaes Sted sa herr ; os eee Pate = rie 2? cease: a = 4 

= Sie gee ee Sean fe eats aah ies \ SSG tek at ‘ [one = st eens ae i 

a : Ae 
ee eaberee roe : 5 ros ann eae eae oe: Sipe : 

mys: 2° ae aaa ee pat cae Behe roe ; Sepik aS ne eee St pes se okies a 

jo" TGs Sach eee ene aa eet ae plan gl Slee MRL foci ae Ped SL td ae a 

ea SRE 5c iS 9 ele ee ro A cetey see : Se cniaei ae ea aoe LL | a oe Leer =a 

a Bh 28 ard ee a ey ates a joa os Rep abe SEs af 4 = ei herent ee fis g am 

eae 3 oT ietelt ss bait Oa eae ase ears - : = Sitio a, Rage perien an uae Bean) eee ae een ae 

ei : - Se eee ed ey ete Se antec eee eee eee ai Pes Gren ae te Bee Eg! 1. Sonnet eat S: P i 

ee Bs Zane ee oe ae et eo iis Uae serene : : 33 ae Seis bie ae Hees fie ted Siete 
ee i 

Te - era Oneal o reer gts} ¢ eee 2 Terdes oon. afer Seuss ip ecw me eee eis a eee 5 

pee DDS TUR as 5, aig pa en OA Se Raise ieee ee. ee a LS 

See) es are SBE eg Seeareee es # 
ee Se eae aioe 1 hip ena eer eMERR A) oe) 2 04) ya 1) Bae, 

Bo et et eee oe ee te Pe ee 8 ee 
a 

te Be 0 ras a oe eee eon i eae Passe When eet 2a 
ogee ca [a 

Pesan eS oS aan aes 1 Nag sea og eae Ree Bas Sb c ¥ gy 1S Sng 9 ate mem ee Fans ee | Ath ie sl 

ose = Gece ori ah be ey ass Pea 4 = SFO = catalan | 7 ge ea a aes 

ake feist deer aE 4 bane eae Met A Seen curr Ses gts et ii a eS hime tee Ree a tee LS: Aa. 

Bee aes i arene ete eee ae eaten ae Mc Be 
ee 

23s So ee BS ee Tar eae ee oer | Qo ee Se oem oo eae, eens See ae 

eee ee ee ee Senor i SSS eee ane meme) sence eee ted. Te 

fa 2 eee fe eee a oS ee eee tee eee oe 

2 pees Se Seer A A meer on greece’ cangeey Ceres ee ea = re eee Pp cme ede Ee i ices Fae 

Be ee a 
RE eg 

| 

Bees eS eee eines Fae ea eae eee aa 
he Ae uae Rs Fo eee CAO Ee ee ete ee | 

ee Re ena eg Dd ee eit SoS Ges ee es 2 i fea 

ee oS Reace Seen an eee ee te ere ee Se gal ae esha id Si yen a 

es = bees ie eet Meme ee pTR eerie re eae ie acai) geet) i eg - aoe 

Se a : Bebe ete se) 5 2 eee ee Bin ese eee (Se Sagi ¢ = 

pee cl) ues Ree ee, ee pean ra eee Sh ary Ss sine 2 Sa ae ea tae ea cee 

Be) oe Sais ae Oe ee ee Se ees tan Sage eee ae 
: / 

ay re Dr set ees Naor Scare 
A SFSU) te Se eed eee 

= 

eet ee Bees sie ee pee ee eee jes i ei 

ae i 5s i ee eee ae ea Lecanto m 

eee Beets Ne thar a a Spee een aoe a Se ; 

Eo) oa z a pee 3 soi ls eee : te See cae eae 

Loree Btn ho oso Settee yb lary ees a4 Bers 

ia epee oe orken ey eas a ears eae - 

2 Pres Sian feo noe es se ips ae eu eee ae Ste 

eee eee ee Ee Bs ee = gre eliraeb tees varie 3g nme i 3% 

Sgt ee ee oe eee a 
a 

Se en gi sn ee Se Tegel aire aiath east kee Pete et ao See ee ane 

Re tlaeey ee et er a ey nt Si oan. 5 ae en 

ne er ete Ree Reon ee ena ee iN, pate g eine aN Ny : 

page et ar! aca Pe eee re Lie are 

Lip ea mae RE ec DY See ea gene urs Saal cont cians 4 a =e eee . 

Perera ME esti foe oa Seeker Io eed roti WA coe ays SEU yee ae gia es al y 

Sel 
eto :



PL. XXIV, 

A yy ESC er 

ee co 
ae 

a Ne 
; 

zi - % | at 7 ae 

oe ng 
Z 

PSY “i \ 4 

‘ f 3 fy = 

x Ay & WRG } Bi Misc ‘\ 

ge 2 EG ee wre go NT iy : an a A 

Be eis ES CGLN SSR eae i ey SN 4 bey ee a 

Rie ee ee 
met Be EOE NSPE IED HG gem YAN 7 ¥ ‘ : 

Seta i anes og 
rr oy ok SS : et BRK o< ge , : 

oe oe eA ee BLOT ; 

ARES Seige Paes Oa tact NS aos a Ee Sea Sg | 
ET AN 

PRE SE eh 

ee eS Ny oe 
Ge 

See 2 Ne Sk HR i : 
SL op 

ss Se ae ee SSSR ae 
oe i i 

oe. 
ee . s 

Pee sf. Ff 

Sle. eae Os ears Rape ee est 2 2 s 

Ae 
AY Et Ree as Len. 

= = & ae es 
eee 

Sea 
s Ss ‘ 

fale oe 

cp RE Se se aria he 
: 

oe _ 
Sn cas 

: Loe Benes as REGS creas 

h 
Se Soe 

“1s EES Se ee sot 2 Re Sey 

\eaen 
ee 

Ses 3 aN nN 
Ve 

ys 

oh = es ie hetia3 3 Se 

NRE 
ti \ 

a fee : 
ane 

ae 
Z Nes ; Pega 

[Ss Loon fees : RENT EC OER RRC SU Pes 
mh 

“ae 
By oe ree : : Beech woe eee 

mee 

RE oe eae ek Se 

ey Rae 
hen YY 

. 

aa Sa ces ete 2 ae 

me a 
SS aN 3 

ee 

iE 
ay 

IAN ORE TAS RR 

< 
: 

og RR aoe 

‘ we 3? So > : 

me 

OE ne er ‘ as aie 
TN ¥ 

= See) SET A eae P
R IS ene ene ERK —— ee 

hee eee 
Se ee ee ie



ee ee ee ee a parties / 
Ree eens ean etme ae sprit aaron Ont Sais ea es a ete Sree | ge eee 

: Beer ee SD ees eee as Se eS Ree npae 
a ee ee ye Se ede ee aE Tis Pe Seo eee 

Peete ee ore oe ee eis ahs bie ena eg ae 
Pee ie ear ep Gator 8 ae fg Sea rae aes se taro Satie) cas ees Ps oe eee ee 

Bere Cree. beer gets Ehrten gence ssf egy ete ae ene Peas aa ese uae oe Mie paag aaa 

eer ees eee ei eae aes Se are poe eee sone ican amie eee i eae Recta oe es Ne aa ale er cst eee Srey * 
pied pee te fle paket eg Dire rene ee enya se 

te ieee ane see a Ee Nea ae eo Gees oan owed Peres ee er rt ee 2 zs io 
io pee ny ee ee ee a eae Ra eae a ; ; 

Pps a pe Pee Baas er ir eile has Ne ee Le RE arg non ahs aT aad nae age rie A d “2 

es ae Pe eG ee Be a eee cea baer Cee phe aS ae 

Sheree os fe on ae eee eee oe ieee et eo ee = ae Pie ea ere ean ee oe 

eee eee en ee ae oe te ge eae ae eg gS ae eae ge ; ae rot 

ee ae Steg eeere cea ruts tee ees pi ee Eee oAT i Oe ees ety gear aa eerie Bi Ee ai 

eee: Si sigkes aes ee eaa ae re aa ice a Ee peemer  Leee geen sae aps oe ar et ac ye tag ois ee SAP peat nh ee pat Viton eee) 

ee ee ee oe pa ete ce ac | Pe oF teeters etter co ea cers, as: ee 
Do Re ie aay a pee eas Be Speen = wr ie SE ai sees oe ere eae 

pe yee ae Ti Ses Se ee ee De ae tes a ee | eee (Sa CU ger Nee e Sapper ree Fi pean 

eee eee eee ee aa Oe ee a Se Poe Bes a onl es SS ane een 

a ee iio oe peters en Beh ae ee ae aaa pe ahs Lee ie 

RS > * RR Bee ered testes WSs 1D ee aa ae oa See he ea Sia Nae o eats oe 5a ieeeen nee yeas ar peer ete eae Retanoe 

Spee a eee pete eset is my sgl eet Pee a) aN ge de ae ene es ere ie eee eee Ty, 

ee eee eee 5 Gee coreg ees es Si eer gee ey «eae? AGH Sia Sih gue oan he 

ee > 0: CS TR Nee eee a See ga Ne ite EPs he lo ae Bi oye eee sea Pies ea ae et he Ca SS Aas Pre ao oe 

Si). ee ee jo a ee st mmeginea aera. Sei ee ears Been Sire tee es ee Bo ee 

eo. fi ea a Meee oe Be ele eee esa ee ces 35 Ce eye. ee ee 
Se see eee aoe Pe ee ese es): hess pepe ae tg 

at ‘ Tepe asic yy Seep Sa ae feo es Bee Reser Bee cies iota ae a Pann ie cre ciel acne 

Pee iets al fc.) -) arn reer Oe aren eat A Reet glee rie sl ape Sher cities veetaarelnays oe =| Ok aaa Sete Pes pee els eaten : Se 

er Sa pace orcs ean ai’ Paty RAMEE RS! pepe het eee ere cd iain oe atte oa + pete eet ate {fae 

eres ipa Gui S ieee = cee eee ee ar, = a Sa hes meet aN mer: Tees Pre Siege Sey ne eee ol ie ree ae soi 

at ; Be ae : ak Bee as eee Dhar ae Bee ee, te Foe le eee 

0} 0 ARS rr ee ee Cy eed eg 1 lug ary eee ee ee 

ae ae haat aaa Bre. as pee ae Sea aot ite San et a ES rane ees eet feria kei ken ly irises . 

Red See ce eae ee ag ve eee eee AD ep agen i Mga sg aeons O coe, 

a ee ae ea. Meee a Bt A opt ra ec araalers, per a ae rg en eae ca 

eee Rtg) SS eae ie ee Ses ae eee aoe a ake Rea S 2 RRs en tani aS 

pepe a Seep Se ee a ie pee ee ees (et ie, ee acne ee ts ge a ieee ete eter 

a Sees lene es ta Ae CR lecapcame ce Rene | ee sags SE cat ee ., = 

ae Se Pate ey er a a ag icine ne Pei hr ttt 

Raia ; aegis a CT fag eee Sees hint Esai) epee eck nee aaa ete ie es 7 

ee A A San so ta Se Ree eS cae mas capes ee eeads ke 3 = § 

ne Bigeye sees tt a 5; kL ee re = eee? weer BS pea leita aa ea eee ee) a = i 

Si ; er Apt ee ae ee tee Mens ae “A oes So ate are I ges eg ie rat ote, Sree oe aE foe / 

a ee a Tae eee Sg en eS ee 
os oo ee ee so oer ee een rt rec he, ees : er. 

a, ae : ee See “Wea aaa Be Ps eee Se. 4 es Rhee 
Bee 5S ee eo oa Res. ees * a ee a s : e : 

= aac af ee ae i cm She Sr 3p Be cre ; ae ° 
3 

: : >) sia. : $e i” | eae ai a oe tS 5 Pein), 
: = : 

E a 
i Teg ae ane ae ast 

te a eee es eee ot Sate, ee : og athe ies 
3 fers eat! et <r Pes eee = ee ' oe = RSs A A ee F R 

= = = Se = SPs oT ee cael ab saat gs oun BA if sites a 

; ; ee. SS ee es Sacer: fea x areas ae t ; ke it 
% 

=: “SS ees: te oh), Steet i. wipe EE “eh ee a etna 
, 

' i SS | ie eS ie) Felt SRG paetlee -_ pee 
: 

ae ei? 2 eat pee a wee . i : ; : 
$ (Ets 1, es ape eee tak ae oe : 3 ee Aga : 

al t ne es oe ee ” 3 ee eee eae * s = 
% 

pee ee  —=Egr eee ee 4 et oe ey 
OST SE oe es op eee Ge ee ee s ‘ ‘ ; i a 

eee 1 ES eT. ay Te sa 
: ; i 3 . 

; = . Serene arg ‘ ey ate eoeelet es t 4 
‘ ¢ L* z ‘ 

‘ Aso) 5 HERS SS SIR ee ee emer aB a sh 4 eer ne. ee : : ap : 

a nok) nega Cale eee 20 age i é ae E ; ¢ Z ‘ : ; 

faresass Sree vege es oh Segre a. epee Ga : ee 
: ‘ te 

2 ta ee a : eae nas eee eee. 7 ; nee aes : + The 

: ee ee ee ae Sa eee j 
ee ee Ogee 5 ha ae pres taees 5 suaiesetettemee = z 3 s 

4 q ae eS ee, rr 
EF . a Pea i ge me Sg Ree ay ae - eg J : peu Bh - 

4 
Soe i ey et ee tar J sae ee = 

2 ee eee egies at: “Wee ee : aia ; 

: FS ais Sean) 2 + ae" i Sees rick [ 
: - teed Fae Sis ae = 7; yey a ates : ; ; 

: ; Ege Be ie ae ee a 
i ae ae mi 

nh as ; sia Fai és Uitte uss 
i 

eat ey bas é i = ; 5 

: ee : ; a Be, ae seen: 
; ¥ 

: 
< eo tha i as = 

i Bee ae * peste i j : oe tah eee as iS ‘e Nia 

Sir ae ede = 7 . 
aces ape ae ee o*. 

a ST ne. es f - 
st as =a 2407 PRPS Gee baa 

it et pe ie rame ap ma ath: : 
ee pie eae Od gre Ps ot ‘ 

: Sela Toure ee hk eee 5 Serco Leister Beam 

a Bere 0 PRR ess oar at 
: = Liieyeet: dort pad es eer theae 12 ig ie 

ica Jenene Gey ss See ceca ee 
: SEE SI at ge ahagtaie P= aan: a 

ar * reat aroha a ee (PPE esi tee ix ie: 4 $ eae oe Se Neo ey Neogene ee aera s ae 

ae foie oS Seen ire 0 3 ee : a = : =p eee Dee a 

ee "Spe Aa oo 5 a= tos? a ea ee : nee : - eee oe eee 

pee ape ie ae ee Peter eNr tas fai Meas ee) ee ee 5 See: 

ee 47 ee ae ee cis ae tapas eyo ier : oe eae et ser ftaneeghs a Ree shee te é ee Me ot ein tal 

Rees: | ERS Beg ie oie st coe ae. pata) acl eae, eae 

eee: nt a eee eee nee =e! ek ee oe 

ee Seah cela tic ee 2 pieeremag ess. Peer eri er ta ; bon Pi sii) Soak ate egeg i CeO rags oe pomcena 2 3 4 

Ses > +, =) Reet eres See routes ok, j es Sas asl ge She eg og SU hte tee am 

ee BB, Eee Es = Se eee Ae hoe ‘ f fp dy anata aa ea > astute poe = Rae 

Ba > Mig ees 2 rr eee eee tea as Wh > ae a Chg tat seat Pie oT ota Soe Ups a : 

eco: Sera ys ‘a Be me et ee). ts TSE SS ee ea ele (arte eee 2) 

ere te see ep ee hee ate eis: Rae Bieter a a nie ‘ 3 oe oes ron ieee genes cae A ie eee ee 

Seas See Sears 2 ea es pe ieee sees afc cat o> Bye oats bogus PCE are ol Cees 2 Rak ONS Ace Me ae eae 

ee Se Behe AS a eae a 2 ecu eee eee ree atherteste ae ae aa 

eee fe eee US at ee eee ria 5. Degg Se ES ae Sean! eyes te ere ee ae. Se 

ee ee 2 ase apg a ete OE rae pores: 2 : cara ac Reger eye ie seem 

a ot RGSS peta | SSMS Weg ea amma ica eater ne eR E rene el Spite ny tere The ieee ee 

ieee Bayes ee (ee ea Ba ee i at, Lo agp atl ed ea ae ae sips sea hey va tele eS ee eee.” - ee 

SES Ste ee Se Oe cae ee et 2.2) ee ? Baeeom ne oe Ree peed enore | et eal tee aee e SSabe (60S co ieee 

ee) ee Sores nae ox eae aa Se oe Geren ie tc eee ie 

Sig) Lessa te Ree tees ta eR ee ee ee oy See mannan cro Ru oe eases eee SS. 

a Be eS aE eee ae ges ; = ea eA -lneoerdOS eey rt ot eee ee are ee ick: 

Bae) oes, ame ae oe ert | nam Sas Meee ee > Seer: z airs, Tee een nee marca out A). teat ae a en Bea 

fs pea Semligcee toe 2 ae Sees sae See Bi ciao ge. ce nae Sa SR eh ee get rae Pt r ; mak 

ee). re ete a eee a OT Tee eee eee alae ate NOE SE Seg Site 20 et cpt ace sins ee eee Gee ro 

i See of ieee ee 1 See ee eteoeege Se eee Mee en eee pre Peni a eer eee ae 

Bis <> at Cee = ete Mi Orbe emgage ass 1) es PSL cce NE ee sae igri 10 a ote ieee a 

Be mee ee ee a a eae a ea ts aa eon aaa ea 
ee eee i eee ol ee et ee ple Cates rar es ae ae Bre eee a ee i 

Seo. “A aaa as SSS eee eens er eae OSS this. te ee cio aoe eee : 

Se ata ae Beet eS GT ae igen ge ie Sele Seee ieee eng i ei aa Soke i 
peo oa ee est Sd pascy ee) eg eee erg ares it aaa ate: Sree an 

Bees ea 2 nt Cee ee PA aA ele te een ge eae earn: Sung eae = eat aoe, i Sire ieee nn a 
a pe at eS eee Sagi s, cio See sere ve) f 

2 eee sen Bie are gees ean Ih eS eee cia 
ae: Mee 2 sarees Ses ome eh ne Pelee 

i EN Se Meme eras a eich eat ieee leet = Does eae SUS cc eee bt eee 
ape eee eer a od Beet NS ic ee te fe pe aes ; 
pe Mere a cae Perey Sey A teenie ane hg 7 

: f 
a Tae, 7 Sh oe ee ee ee 

: eee si hey (pails oe ares Paes eed 
es 2 = page= Sea Tica aa seedy eariolsks eee = = + Geet stiaR ane | eaten ihe — eee Feorceuees alsa sates Renn e 

ae 
ES eee ane es epee ae Deeg te 

is 

e Soar eit teen ha: Se aetna er td Bie eae he ges ele See 
eee ee Se CSc eae ate ie Renee 

1) Sah ein a eR ele a ee a a eee ceetons't erent a 
Bg aceite a aap) Boke i ane Se ieee ene Se as Seay = op ge ke 

Sse testa Seg eee Peete, op ease yl ani G Se eutecres lees : 
SEES eta 5 as et ONS [oar ees pest cetlb hee av aes see on Bit ae ee se pigs a ie gusta 

a



SONG OF THE BLUE-BIRD—MEADOW LARK. 23 Se ee ee 
as he regularly returns about the middle of March. At this time, arrange their plumage, continuing that operation for about a quar- 
the male and female are seen together examining the box or hole ter of an hour. After a few warning notes had been uttered, as it 
in the apple-tree where they raised their young the previous year. seemed to me, by the leader of the flock, the whole party re- 
It is not only amusing but interesting to observe the courtship of the ascended to a vast height, and continued their flight. It does cer- 
male bird, and the pains he takes to win the tender regard of the tainly seem a great task for so little and feeble a creature as the 
female. Always sitting near her, he makes use of the most tender Blue-bird to migrate to the West Indies; but if he should fly at the 
expressions, and sings to her his most endearing warbles. If he rate of one mile per minute, and he flies swifter than that, as has 
spies an insect which he knows is pleasing to her taste, he at once often been observed, it would only require from ten to eleven hours 
flies down and picks it up; flying back to her and spreading his to reach the Bermudas, which are about six hundred miles from the 
wings he puts it in her bill. No sooner does a rival make his ap- nearest point of the mainland. Besides, he would have many 
pearance than he quits her fora moment, and goes after the in- chances to rest by the way, on the masts and yards of the numer- 
truder from place to place, expressing his jealousy in unmistakable ous vessels generally navigating those waters. 
notes, driving his rival with reproof beyond the boundaries of his 
territory, and immediately returning, warbling his triumph in the 
sweetest and tenderest notes to his beloved mate. SONG OF THE BLUE-BIRD. 

After the settling of preliminaries both birds begin to clear out ao ee Wie 
the old nest, removing the rubbish of last year, and go to work to : : 
construct a new nest, the home of their future offspring. In this When winter’s cold tempests and snows are no more, 
business they are often annoyed by the little House Wren, just Green meadows and brown furrow’d fields reappearing, 
now returned from winter-quarters, who watches his opportunity, The fishermen hauling their nets to the shore, 
and, in the momentary absence of the Blue-bird, pops in, slyly And cloud-cleaving Geese to the north are all steering ; 
pulling out some sticks, and taking special care to make off with When first the low butterfly flits on the wing, : 
them as fast as he can before the tenants return. When the nest When red glow the maples, so fresh and so pleasing, : F 4 O then comes the Blue-bird, the herald of spring! is completed, the female lays usually five, and, occasionally, six And hails, with hi - 

- : nd hails, with his warblings, the charms of the season. eggs, of a delicate pale blue color. They raise two and, when 
circumstances are favorable, three broods in one season. The He flits through the orchard, he visits each tree, 
male takes particular charge of the last brood while the female is The red-flowering peach, and the apple’s sweet blossoms, 
sitting again. The fruit-bearing products, wherever they be, 

The principal focd of the Blue-bird consists of insects, particu- And seizes the caitiffs that lurk in their bosoms ; 
larly large beetles, arc other coleoptera that lurk among decaying He drags the vile grub from the corn it devours, 
trees or fences, etc. Jie also makes use of spiders. In the latter ‘The worms from their beds where they riot and welter 5 

S part of autumn he regales himself on several kinds of fruits and Hus sone = aa Se oe ae a 1 
berries, as ripe pexsiramons, the berries of the sour gum, or even Aatal Ge he es 
the berries of the zd cedar, and onseveral other seeds and berries. The plowman is pleased when he gleans in his train, 
It is a well-known fact that a great many birds are afflicted with a Now searching the furrows, now mounting to cheer him 
species of tape-worm; but I have never found these worms so fre- The gardener delights in his sweet simple strain, 
quently in any as in the Blue-birds and Woodcocks. In these, And leans on his spade to survey and to hear him; 
tape-worms are sometimes found in great numbers and of a very The slow, lingering school-boys forget they “ll be chid, 
large size; but the poor birds are also tormented by numerous in- While gazing intent as he warbles before them, 
eects infesting ‘heir plumage. In mantle of sky-blue, and bosom so red, ; 

Several kinds of Blue-birds are found in North America, which eee ese eee aura 
will be figured and described hereafter. They are very interest- But when the gay scenes of the summer are o'er, 
ing links in the natural system, although it seems to the writer that And autumn slow enters, so silent and sallow, 

some of them ought to be placed among the Saxzcoline. And millions of warblers, that charm’d us before, 
In the summer and fall whole families of Blue-birds are found Have fled in the train of the sun-seeking Swallow, 

frequenting open pastures, perching on the stalks of the great mul- The Blue-bird, forsaken, yet true to his home, 

len ( Verbascum nigella), on the lookout for passing insects. On Still lingers and looks fora milder “to-morrow,” 

such occasions, the object seems to be the instruction of the young Till, forced by the rigors of winter to roam, 

in dexterity. The old bird can see at a great distance an insect He sings his adiew in a lone note of sorrow. 
crawling among the moss or grass, and flying to it and feeding on While spring’s lovely season, serene, dewy, warm, 

it, he returns in an instant to his former position. This is exactly The green face of earth, and the pure blue of heaven, 

the manner of the Saxicoline. Or love’s native music, have power to charm, 

The Blue-bird, in the winter, migrates to the South, sometimes Or sympathy’s glow to our feelings is given, 

even as far as the West India islands; but some doubtless re- Still dear to each bosom the Blue-bird shall be; 

main in the southern parts of the United States, and, in unusually His voice, like the thrillings of hope, is a treasure ; 

mild winters, some remain even in the Northern States, coming out For, through bleakest storms, if a calm he but see, 

in mild weather to the open plains from their sheltering thickets, He comes to remind us of sunshine and pleasure. 
and retiring to them in cold and stormy weather. In the woods of 

the Southern States I have frequently met with large flocks. They ee 
are found in all the United States, and also in the Bahama islands, ; 

in Mexico, Brazil, and Guiana. : E PLATE XXIV. 
It is very common to see large flocks of Blue-birds passing at 

considerable heights in the air, in a northern direction, in the The Meadow Lark. (Sturnella magna.) 
spring, and in a southern direction in autumn. I have several : : 

times observed such flocks descending a little after sunrise from The position of this bird, although assigned by Linnzus, the father 

great heights, and settling on the top of some high detached tree. of systematic classification in natural history, to the Alauda 
Judging from their sedateness and silence they were tired strangers. (Larks), has often been questioned among ornithologists. Swain- 

After resting a few minutes, they invariably began to dress and son puts the bird down as Sturnella Ludoviciana; Bonaparte,
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as Sturnus Ludovicianus (sub-genus Sturnella) ; while others have 

placed it in the genera Turdus, Alanda, Sturnus, Cassicus, to all PLATE XXv. 

of which it is somewhat allied, but to none of them can it rank as 

acongerer. It is classed here as Sturnella, by which appellation The Goosander. (Mergus merganser.) 
it is known to most American ornithologists. 

This well-known bird, with his beautiful plumage, and his sweet- This splendid bird is not only called Goosander, but also Water 
ness of voice, is a general favorite, and particularly to the inhab- Pheasant, Sheldrake, Fisherman, Diver, Saw-bill, etc. He is a 
itants of the rural districts. Although his song consists only of a true representative of the second family of the sixth group, be- 
few melodious notes, he always meets with a hearty greeting on his longing to the fourteenth order of the fifth class. Our plate rep- 
arrival. In the more rigorous regions of the North he is a regular resents him in full plumage, or in his bridal dress. i 
bird of passage, though he is met with in the Middle States, occa- The goosander is an inhabitant of the northern part of this con- 
sionally in the heart of the severest winters, when the ground is tinent, and also of the corresponding latitudes of Europe and Asia. 
covered with deep snow. I have found these birds in the month In all these countries he is found in about equal numbers. The 
of January, during a deep snow, on the heights of the Alleghany proper district of his range may be said to be the belt of the globe 

Mountains, gleaning on the roadside together with a flock of snow- between the thirty-second and sixty-eighth degrees of north lati- 
birds. They have been found in winter in South Carolina, among tude. In his wanderings, which are more regular than with his 
the rice plantations, running about the yards and out-houses, in com- kindred, he has sometimes been observed in northern parts of 
pany with Killdeers and other birds, as unconcerned and showing India and Southern China, and almost everywhere in North 
as little appearance of fear as if they were completely domesticated. America. 

The range of the Meadow Lark is very extensive, they having The Goosander is ranked as one of the most handsome among 
been found from Upper Canada through most of the States of the swimming birds. His splendid plumage, whose chief colors are 
Union down to the Gulf of Mexico. Their favorite places of re- beautifully contrasted, attracts the attention of all scientific and 
sort are pasture fields and meadows, especially the latter, from other observers. His unusual vivacity and his rapid motions in- 
which circumstance they claim their specificname. The reasonof | crease this attraction. His proper element is the water, on which 
their preference for meadows is that these supply them most abun- he is almost constantly seen, except about midday, which he gen- 
dantly with the seeds and insects on which they chiefly subsist. erally spends on a dry sandy spot on the shore, taking a rest. His 
They are never found in the depths of the woods, except in places walk on land is an unwieldy waddle; on wing in the air his flight 
where the ground, instead of underbrush, is covered with grass, appears to be quite swift, but it is performed with great exertion. 
where sometimes a single one or a pair may be found. They are He swims with the greatest ease, and dives noiselessly and as 
seen most abundantly on the extensive prairies near St. Louis, and easily as he swims. When swimming quietly on the surface, he 
in similar localities below, on the Mississippi river. paddles with slow but powerful strokes of his broad webbed feet, 

The Meadow Lark builds his nest in the month of May, in or and makes very good headway, but if he notices one of his asso- 

: below the thick tussock of grass. It is composed of fine dry grass ciates has taken a fish and is about to swallow it, “‘ he goes for 
bent and laid at the bottom, and wound all round, leaving only an him,” and shoots over the water with almost the rapidity of an ar- 
arched entrance level with the ground. The inside is lined with row, producing a considerable splash. 
stalks of the same material, and occasionally with a few horse- When swimming under the surface, the Goosander appeared to 
hairs and other fibrous substances, disposed with great regularity me like a fish, as he passed right under my canoe, for he shot for- 
and care. The full complement of eggs consists of four, some- ward with the like velocity. His stay under water is only about 
times, but rarely, of five; these are white, marked with specks, one minute, and at the longest, not much over two minutes; but 
dots, and several larger blotches of a reddish brown color, chiefly even in this short time he often rises to the surface at the distance 

at the rounder end. The young remain in the nest until fully of over a hundred paces from the spot where he dived. This is 
fledged, and are carefully fed by both parents. quite a feat, when we take into account that he fishes under water, 

After the hatching season is over, they collect in flocks, but never and is consequently obliged to make many zigzags. On coming 

fly in a compact body. Their flight somewhat resembles that of to the surface he usually flaps his wings and immediately dives 
the Grouse and Quail ; it is laborious and steady, alternately chang- again. 

ing from a sailing to the renewed rapid motion of the wings. They His voice is a peculiar humming or rattling sound, which bears 
alight on trees or bushes as well as on the ground, but in the former some resemblance to the sound of a Jew’s-harp. The single sounds 

case always on the tops of the highest branches, preferring the are somewhat like ‘‘ carr” and ‘‘corr;” but these sounds are so 
dry ones, whence they send forth their long, clear, and somewhat blended together that they are best represented by the notes of the 

melancholy notes, which, for sweetness and tenderness of expression, Jew’s-harp. His senses are very acute, and his observations very 

can not be surpassed by any of our best warbling birds. Some- quickly made. In watching him one can not fail to be struck with 

times these long-strained notes are followed by a low chattering, his intelligence, caution, and peculiar shyness, together with his 

which is the special call of the female, after which the clear and cunning and craftiness. He is not a sociable bird, and never asso- 

plaintive strain is repeated. ciates with any of his relatives, but only with birds of his own kind. 

The food of the Meadow Lark, or, as the Virginians call him, Even among themselves, Goosanders never take much notice of 

the Old Field Lark, consists chiefly of caterpillars, worms, beetles, each other, except by showing constant signs of envy ; but this does 
and different grass seeds, mixed up with a considerable portion of not prevent them from helping one another in fishing, as they dive 
fine gravel. Their flesh is of very good esteem. As the size of all at the same time, and thereby drive the fish from one bird to 
the bird is about that of the Quail, while the taste of its flesh is not another. The food of the Goosander consists chiefly of fish, and 

at all inferior to the latter, they are readily sought for and shot by he always prefers the smaller ones, from three to six inches in 
our gunners, to whom they afford considerable sport, being easily length, though he will sometimes catch and devour larger ones. 
shot on the wing. They frequently squat in the long grass and He also feeds on large aquatic insects. 
spring within gunshot. Our plate represents the male and female, The pairing of these birds begins in the winter; but their nest- 
the latter being distinguished from the male, in her outward appear- building is not commenced in the North until June. The nests are 
ance, by having the black crescent on the breast of a lighter black built in different places, often in hollows in the ground, sometimes 
and more skirting with gray ; the yellow on the breast is somewhat under shrubbery, among rocks, in the stump of an old tree, or in 
less ; otherwise, the markings of her plumage differ but little from | an abandoned nest of a Crow or a Hawk. The nest is composed 
those of the male. of twigs, stalks, grasses, rushes, leaves, and lichen, very artlessly
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put together; but the inside is always lined with dry and warm things of such an humble character, for he delights in selecting the 
material, such as fine feathers. The eggs number from ten to | most towering trees of the forests in his exploring expeditions after 
fourteen, of an oblong form, and a light greenish color, having a food or amusement. 
strong shell of a fine grain. The young, which run about as soon The Ivory-billed is not met with in any of the Middle States of 
as they are hatched, soon take to the water. Those that are the American Union; probably for the reason that the woods of 
hatched in nests on rocks tumble themselves down from consider- these States are not suited to the peculiar habits of this bird. 
able heights, lower and lower, until they reach the water. I have Sometimes a single individual of this species is met with on the 
seen young Goosanders tumble themselves down from heights of Atlantic coast, in Maryland, and a few more in the Carolinas; but 
ten or twelve feet, so that they lay below for more than a minute the lower parts of the latter and of Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, 
in a stunned condition; but as soon as they recovered, they shook and especially of Mississippi, may be regarded as his favorite 
themselves and made ready for another tumble. It seems that the resorts. In these States he resides permanently, breeding there, 
heavy down with which they are covered gives them a certain de- and leading a life of tranquil enjoyment, and finding an abund- 
gree of elasticity, and thereby shields them from injury. The ance of food for his subsistence in the woods that cover the dark, 
young Goosanders live at first exclusively on aquatic insects, and gloomy, and deep swamps and morasses frequently occurring in 
keep on the surface of the water; but after a period of three days these States. On the west side of the Mississippi, he is found in 
they begin to dive, and, after 1 few days of practice, they be- all the forests, which border the tributaries of that river, all the way 
come as expert fishers as their parents. In their movements and down the Rocky Mountains. His favorite haunts are those gloomy 
behavior, they at first resemble young Ducks; but after the first swamps and morasses overshadowed by dark, gigantic cypresses, 
eight days they exhibit the peculiar movements of the old birds. stretching their bare and blasted branches, as it were, midway to 
Up to this time they take shelter under the wings of the mother- the skies. It is dangerous to penetrate into such swamps; and 
bird to warm themselves after their fishing exercises; but they were it not of strong desire to’learn their hidden secrets, no one 
grow very rapidly, and soon become so independent as to take no would encounter the hardships and risk connected with such an 
heed of the mother or she of them. To produce warmth, they enterprise. For miles upon miles the dangerous morass stretches 
huddle close together, forming a sort of round heap. In about six out, and progress toward the interior is not only baffled by low, 
weeks they are full grown, but not able to fly, as the growth of projecting arms of the gigantic trees, but often by the thorny under- 

the quill feathers does not quite keep time with the growth of the brush, interwoven with a dense growth of climbing and winding 
body. The male bird takes no care of the young, except to act plants of different kinds, and also obstructed by countless dead and 
as a sentinel, giving a warning on the approach of an enemy. decaying trunks of fallen trees, stretching their dry and withered 

The young of the Goosander suffer but little from the enemies branches heavenward in the most fantastic way. By far the great- 

that threaten other young swimming-birds. This is due to their est difficulty to the explorer is the yielding and treacherous ground, 
strength and rapid motion. The old ones suffer but iiiile from en- whose surface is covered with a beautiful carpet of splendid mosses, 

emies, as they are very cautious and shy, and their flesh is not very water-lilies, sword lilies, and other kinds of flowers and piants. 
desirable food, having a strong fishy taste. Their feathers are For a time the explorer may walk safely enough on this beautiful 

considered inferior to those of the Goose or Duck. The eggs of carpet; but let him tread as lightly as he may, on a sudden he 
the Goosander are collected in the northern regions by trappers breaks through, and he sinks in the morass up to his body with the 
and fishermen, who are said to take from one of the same consciousness that there is an almost bottomless quagmire under- 

nest successively over two dozen eggs, the mother-bird always re- neath. Involuntarily grasping the overhanging branches, he drags 
placing the egg that was taken away; but the egg must be pulled himself out, finding his legs covered with dark mud, emitting a 

out of the nest with a stick, and not taken by the bare hand, as in most disagreeable odor. Having thus had a practical warning of 
that case the bird would abandon the nest. the danger that lurks under his feet, the traveler proceeds, if pos- 

sible, more cautiously, and this retards his progress still more. 

Here and there his onward course is interrupted by suddenly com- 
eS ing to a pond of considerable size, filled with dark, muddy water, 

emitting a horrible stench, that almost benumbs the senses. Such 

places are the favorite residence of the Ivory-billed. To him there 
PLATE XXVI. is no danger. He is high above the reach of foul air, and, owing 

‘ Sac: to his mode of locomotion, swamps and morasses do not interfere 
The Ivory-billed Woodpecker. (Camfephilus Princtpalis.) with his progress from place to place. 

Fig. 1. The flight of this bird, although short, generally not extending 

over a hundred yards at a time, is extremely graceful. When 
This most beautiful, formidable, and majestic Woodpecker is the crossing a large river, he shoots forward in beautiful undulations, 

second in size of all our American species, there being but one spreading out his wings fully, and only flapping them when he 

surpassing him in size in this country. The Imperial Woodpecker intends to give a more vigorous push to his forward movement. 

of California (Campephilus Imperialis) stands at the head of His flight from tree to tree is accomplished with a single sweep, 
all Woodpeckers hitherto discovered. The beautiful dress of the and in a most graceful curve, as he comes down from the highest 

Ivory-billed Woodpecker, his superb carmine crest, his ivory-white top of one tree and alights on another, on the lower part of the 
bill, his beautiful white and black body, his brilliant and piercing trunk—no matter whether the trees are only twenty yards or a 

yellow eye, and especially his graceful flight, entitled him to par- hundred and fifty apart. On such occasions, he appears most 
ticular notice. The illustrious Audubon, in his poetic style of com- amiable to the beholder, and his beautiful colors and markings 
position, compares the distribution of the brilliant colors on our show him off to the greatest advantage. 
Ivory-billed with the style and coloring of that inimitable artist, I never heard his voice while he was on the wing, except in 
Van Dyke; and indeed those who are familiar with the paintings mating time, when his sonorous voice is occasionally heard, while 

of that great master, will readily acknowledge that Audubon is executing some beautiful evolutions in the air. As soon as he 
perfectly right. The manners of the Ivory-billed have a dignity reaches the lower part of the trunk of a tree, and is ascending it 
about them far superior to the herd of common Woodpeckers. To in a spiral line, his remarkably clear, loud, and pleasing voice is 
the latter, trees, shrubbery, orchards, fences, fence-posts, or even heard from the distance of over half a mile. The sound of his 

old logs lying on the ground, are all alike interesting in their inde- call, which strongly resembles the word ‘‘ pat, pat, pat,” is so often 
fatigable search after prey ; but the Ivory-billed is not satisfied with repeated that it seems as if the bird was uttering the sound during
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the whole day, with the exception of the little intervals when he. one is at work, the other will sit outside, encouraging its mate with 
flies from one place to another. This habit often leads to his its chatter. They never make a regular nest; but the bottom of 
destruction, and, as he is everywhere regarded as a destroyer of the cavity is bowl-shaped, and covered with a few small chips, like 4 
trees, his extermination is eagerly sought. To this it may be added coarse saw-dust. On this the eggs are deposited, usually five or 
that the beautiful feathers of his crest are used by Indians for war six in number, and of a clear white color. The young can be seen, 
ornaments, and large numbers of the birds are killed to obtain their a couple of weeks before they are able to fly, creeping out of the 
feathers. I have seen Indian warriors with their girdles and the hole, and moving about, but returning to the nest again in case of 
tops of their quivers ornamented alternately with the crests and the danger. The dress of the young is nearly like that of the female; 
bills of this Woodpecker. Indian women also use the crests for but later in the fall this difference vanishes. The young males 
ornaments. exhibit the beauty of their plumage in the next spring. After the 

Wherever the Ivory-billed frequents, he leaves behind him many breeding season, the old pair retire for the night to their nest-hole 
mementos of his industry. In such places may be seen gigantic to sleep. 
pine-trees, with cart-loads of bark and chips lying around them on The food of the Ivory-billed consists chiefly of beetles or their 
the ground, impressing one with the idea that half a dozen wood- larvae; but they also feed wn different kinds of berries and fruits, 
cutters must have been at work there for at least half the day. such as mellow persimmons or hagberries. They are particularly 
This is all the work of our Ivory-billed Woodpecker, as well as fond of ripe wild grapes. I have noticed them, in company with 
the numerous large excavations with which the trunk of the tree is other birds, fluttering about and hanging on the vines in the manner 
disfigured. This gives an idea what destroyers of the most useful of the Titmouse. Although the Ivory-billed is sometimes seen at 
of our forest trees these Woodpeckers, endowed with so much work in corn-fields, on standing dry and withered trees, he never 
strength and with such an apparatus for doing work, would neces- meddles with the corn, or with any field or garden fruits. If 
sarily be if they were numerous. On the other hand, however, I winged, he runs for the nearest tree in quick hops, and in almost 
may say that hundreds of such trees, on which the Ivory-billed had a twinkling he is out of reach, climbing spirally round the trunk, 
been at work, were closely examined by mé, with the conclusion uttering at each leap his ‘‘ pat, pat, pat,” to the top, and there 
that neither mischief nor amusement was at the bottom of his pro- squatting down under the protection of some branch, and keeping 
ceedings. I never found a single sound and healthy tree attacked perfectly silent. If mortally wounded, he clings to the bark of the 
by him; but close examination proved clearly that he selected trees tree, and remains hanging there, often for hours after he is quite 
for stripping off the bark or excavating the trunks, which were dead. When the hunter takes him alive and lays hold of him by 
infested with insects and on the way to rapid decay. The deadly the hand, he tries to use his bill in the best manner he can in his 
crawling vermin form a lodgment under the bark of the trees, and defense, often inflicting very severe wounds. On such occasions 
what the proprietor of the forest deplores as the destruction of his he utters a most piteous cry, not unlike that of a child. Wilson, 
timber is caused by their ravages. Hundreds and thousands of in his account of this Woodpecker, has the following : 
pine-trees—many of them from two to three feet in diameter, and “In looking over the accounts given of the Ivory-billed Wood- 
over a hundred and fifty feet high—are destroyed in one season by pecker by naturalists of Europe, I find it asserted that it inhabits 
an insect, or rather by the larve of an insect not larger than a from New Jersey to Mexico. I believe, however, that few of them 
grain of rye. Large spaces covered with dead pine-trees, stripped are ever seen to the north of Virginia, and very few of them even 
of their bark, their branches and bare trunks bleached by the rain in that State. The first place I observed this bird at when on my 
and the hot rays of the sun, and tumbling to ruin at every blast, way to the South, was about twelve miles north of Wilmington, in 
present to the beholder frightful pictures of desolation. Yet preju- North Carolina. There I found the bird from which my drawing 
dice and ignorance stubbornly persist in condemning the Ivory- was taken. This bird was only wounded slightly in the wing, and 
billed as the destroyer of property, while he is really a benefactor, on being caught, uttered a loudly reiterated, and most piteous note, 
as he is the constant and deadly enemy of those destructive insects. exactly resembling the violent crying of a young child; which ter- 
We ought to be thankful to him, as he shows us by his work where rified my horse so as nearly to have cost me my life. It was dis- 
those vermin are causing a destruction in our forests. Until a more tressing to hear it. I carried it with me, in the chair, under cover 
effectual preventive of the ravages of these insects is found out and to Wilmington. In passing through the streets, its affecting cries 
applied, we ought to protect not only the Ivory-billed, but the whole surprised every one within hearing, particularly the females, who 
tribe of Woodpeckers. hurried to the doors and windows with looks of alarm and anxiety. 

Like other Woodpeckers, the Ivory-billed live usually in pairs; I drove on, and, on arriving at the piazza of the hotel where I 
at least until the young are old enough to take care of themselves, intended to put up, the landlord came forward, and a number of 
and probably during life. The male and female are always seen other persons who happened to be there, all equally alarmed at 
together; the latter being distinguished by having no red crest, but what they heard. This was greatly increased by my asking 
with the whole head black, inclining to a greenish glass color, and whether he could furnish me with accommodations for myself and 
by being more clamorous, less shy, yet more cautious than the my baby. The man looked blank and foolish, while the others 
male. The time of breeding begins earlier with them than with stared with still greater astonishment. After diverting myself for | 
other Woodpeckers, usually in the month of March. The nest is a minute or two at their expense, I drew my Woodpecker from i 
generally built in a live tree, and at considerable height from the under the cover, and a general laugh took place. I took him up 
ground—an ash or hagberry tree being preferred. As these birds stairs and locked him up in my room, while I went to see my horse | 
seek retirement and shelter from the access of water during violent taken care of. In less than an hour I returned, and on opening 
rain-storms, they are very particular as to the position of the tree the door, he set up the same distressing shout, which now appeared ; 
and the “boring” of their nest-hole. The latter is generally dug to proceed from grief that he had been discovered in his attempts 
immediately under the junction of a large branch with the trunk. at escape. He had mounted along the side of the window, nearly 
It is first bored for a few inches horizontally, and then downward in as high as the ceiling, a little below which he had begun to break ; 
a direct line, sometimes only a foot, and sometimes between one through. The bed was covered with large pieces of plaster; the j 
and three feet deep. The difference in these depths of the nest- lath was exposed for at least fifteen inches square, and a hole, i 
hole may be the result of the more or less immediate necessity large enough to admit the fist, opened to the weatherboards; so 
under which the female may be of depositing her egg. The diam- that, in less than another hour, he would certainly have succeeded 4 
eter of the cavity of the nest is about eight or nine inches, and its in making his way through. I now tied a string around his leg, 
entrance just large enough to admit the passage of the bird. Both | and, fastening it to the table, again left him. 1 wished to preserve ’ 
male and female work at this excavation alternately. While the his life, and had gone off in search of suitable food for him. As I
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reascended the stairs I heard him again hard at work, and, on en- hollow tree, and conceals himself also in such a place when he is 
tering, had the mortification to perceive that he had almost entirely wounded. 
ruined the mahogany table to which he was fastened, and on which It is very amusing to observe this Woodpecker at the time of 
he had wreaked his whole vengeance. While engaged in taking mating. At that time he is peculiarly lively, and usually two 
the drawing, he cut me severely in several places, and on the whole males are seen paying court to one female, both flying very often 
displayed such a noble and unconquerable spirit, that I was fre- above the tree, and chasing each other around it. If one gets tired 
quently tempted to restore him to his native woods. He lived with of flying about, he suddenly lights on some dry withered branch, 
me nearly three days, but refused all sustenance, and I witnessed and commences drumming for spite. Then the other male begins 
his death with regret.” the same operation, and this they keep up sometimes for hours. 

As soon as one of them observes the female, who is never far off, 
: he leaves his place, flying toward her, and these two chase each 

The Downy Woodpecker. (Picus Pubescens.) other round ca uel ees a strong ‘‘kack, kack, kack,” or 
Pigace ‘*krick, krick, krick.” As soon as the other male hears this he 

appears on the scene, and the two males now chase the female, or 
This really beautiful little Woodpecker is, in several of the West- engage in a fight with each other. This amusement lasts till about 

ern States, called the Sapsucker, perhaps from his habit of boring seven or eight o’clock in the evening, and is kept up till one of 
several rows of holes around a tree, one above another, at almost them has become victorious in driving the other entirely away. 
regular distances apart. The question might be asked for what In making his nest-hole, this Woodpecker seems to be rather at 
purpose should he bore through the apparently healthy bark of a a loss how to proceed. He begins a great many excavations before 
tree, if not in order to obtain the sap. But the little bird knows he finishes one, and always prefers to find, if possible, a hole in 
better for what purpose he does the work, as whenever he is seen which either he or some of his kindred have already reared their 
so engaged, we may rest assured that there is a grub-worm under young. About the middle of May the male and female begin to 
the bark, and the whole story of his sap-seeking is a mere figment look out for a suitable place for their eggs and young. Some 
of the imagination. If he were seeking sap, he would certainly tree—generally an apple, pear, or cherry tree, often in the neigh- 
prefer the juicy maple or birch to any other tree; but these are borhood of a farm-house—is usually selected for this purpose. For 
seldom, or never, attacked by him, because there are hardly ever several days previous to beginning the operation of digging the 
any worms to be found under their rind. hole, the tree is minutely examined, and then the digging is com- 

Familiarity, diligence, perseverance, and a surprising strength menced by the male, who excavates a circular opening, so per- 
and energy in the head and neck, are the principal characteristics fectly circular that it seems as if it must have been marked out 
of this frolicsome little bird. He may be seen sometimes for half with a pair of compasses. After he has wrought for a time, and 
an hour at the same spot on an infested branch of an old apple-tree, become tired, he is relieved by the female, and so both continue the 
working incessantly until he succeeds in dislodging and destroying work with indefatigable diligence. The direction of the hole, if in 
the destructive brood of insects sheltered in the crevices between the trunk of a tree, is usually downward, in an oblique direction, 
the bark and the wood. When he is so engaged, you may approach for a few inches, and then straight down for about eight or ten 
him pretty close, and stand within a few feet of him, directly under inches more. Within it is roomy, capacious, and as smooth as if it 
the tree where he is working, without embarrassing him in the were made by a cabinet-maker. The entrance is just large enough 
least. Sometimes he will spend two hours on the same tree, all to admit the passage of the owners. The chips are carried out to 
the time at work, while the powerful and rapid strokes of his bill some distance, so as to conceal all traces of the nest. The opera- 
can be distinctly heard at the distance of several yards. tion of preparing the nest-hole occupies sometimes a whole week, 

His favorite haunts are the woods on the borders of streams, for- sometimes less. The female, before beginning to lay, visits the 
ests, or single groves; but he is also often found, especially in fall hole often, minutely examining both the interior and exterior before 
and winter, in our orchards and gardens. During the summer he taking possession. As in the case of all Woodpeckers, there is no 

keeps company only with his own kind, and moves about in a com- regular nest ; but a few fine sawdust-like chips are left at the bottom 
paratively small district; but in the fall and winter, he is generally of the hole as a substitute for a nest, and on these the female lays, 
found in company with other birds, as the Titmouse, Nuthatch, toward the latter part of May, generally six eggs, of a pure white 
Creeper, and Golden-crested Wren. In both his wood and orchard color. The male frequently supplies the female with food while 
excursions, he usually leads the van; but he is never much inclined she is sitting. The young begin to make their appearance in the 
to be amiable toward his companions of other kinds, nor does he latter part of June, when they may be seen leaving the hole, 

take any notice of them, a disposition that seems to be the result making their way up the tree, and already climbing with great 
of a mere desire for food. He will, for the same reason, come to dexterity. The little House Wren, who also builds his nests in 

the spot, when, by beating on a dry limb, you have imitated his hollows in trees or cracks in walls, and who is, on account of the 

drumming. This desire for food will make him believe that formation of his bill, unable to build a nest-hole for himself, often 

another of his kind, whom he is not much inclined to favor, has drives the Downy out of his home by the most violent attacks, and, 
had better luck than he. In his ramblings he avoids, like the after succeeding, builds his nest in the ill-gotten premises. 
Hairy Woodpecker, flying across open plains, and as the sole The food of this species of Woodpecker, as with all other Wood- 

object of his ramblings is to find more plentiful food, he does not peckers, consists chiefly of insects and their larvae. Besides these, 

regard roundabout ways. He is very lively, always in motion, he regales himself with different kinds of fruits and berries; but 

and seemingly always in a hurry to get through with what he is his principal food is a kind of beetle that lays its eggs in cracks in 
engaged in, and contributes, by this and his thin but shrill voice, the bark of trees, its larve working or boring long and winding 
‘tkrick, krick, krick,” or ‘tick, tick, tick,” a great deal to enliven burrows under the bark close to the wood. In order to reach these, 

the forest, especially a dark pine-forest, in the most pleasant man- our little Woodpecker works very hard, and on pine-trees he strips 

ner. His flight is by starts, swift and whirring, but not far off the bark in large quantities; but he never strips it off from a 

extended. When seen on the ground, which seldom happens, he healthy pine-tree, and only from such as he is sure are infested 

performs his hopping with great care. He prefers to sit on the | with grub-worms. He destroys an immense number of caterpillars, 

highest branches of a tree, uttering his lively ‘‘krick, krick, which he uses as food for his young. He has also this peculiarity, 
krick,” which he frequently repeats. When he flies off, or alights like others of this g'oup of birds, that, when he has hammered or 

on another tree, he utters a rather shriller cry, consisting of the | drummed on a dead limb, he will, on a sudden, run to the opposite 

same notes, quickly reiterated. For the night’s rest he retires to a side to look after beetles or worms, which he may have started, and
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which in their turn, being aware of the close proximity of their ease. Theyrun on the groundwith great dexterity and considerable 
deadliest enemy, try to save themselves by running away. Farm- elegance. Their flight is steady and rather swift, accompanied, 
ers and proprietors of orchards should not regard the Downy Wood- especially at the start, with a loud whirring sound—perhaps occa- 
pecker as a destroyer of their fruit-trees, but bestow on him a special sioned by the shortness, concavity, and rapid motions of the wings 
protection, as it is certain that he picks out of fruit-trees myriads of when frightened. When flying off without being frightened, this 
insects or their offspring. I have observed that just such trees as whirring sound is only just perceptible. The voice of this bird 
had his marks or bored holes in the bark, and especially such as consists of two sounds, resembling the words ‘* Bob White,” or 
had the trunk on all sides marked with his holes, so that they ‘* Bob, Bob White,” sometimes uttered with an introductory bird- 
appeared as if loads of buckshot had been fired into them from all note, and very often repeated. The expression of tenderness is a 
sides, had the healthiest and thriftiest appearance of all the trees in soft twittering sound; when frightened, it is a lamentable whistling. 
the orchard. I also noticed that such trees were not only the heav- Quails live together in coveys or flocks from summer through 
iest laden with fruit, but that the fruit was of a better quality. In the winter; but as soon as the spring opens the coveys separate, 
the months of September, October, and November, these Wood- and each male chases and wins his female, but often only after 
peckers are seen indefatigably engaged in orchards, probing every hard fighting. They now begin to look out for a suitable habita- 
crack and crevice, and boring through the bark in quest of the tion, and this makes the scene at that time very lively, for the ex- 
larvee and eggs of the summer insects, chiefly so on the south and citement of the male is not only expressed by continuous cries, but 
southwestern sides, the warmer sides of the tree. Of these larvee by fighting with other males. Toward evening they may be seen 
or eggs he destroys countless numbers, that would otherwise give on the fences, usually on the top of the posts or poles, trying to 
birth to myriads of their race in the succeeding summer, preying make themselves conspicuous, and, by their loud calling, to induce 
upon the very vitals of the tree, and destroying not only the fruit other males to approach them for a fight. After the fight they re- 
crop, but the very tree itself. turn to their high seats. Later, but seldom before the first of May, 

The smaller birds of the Hawk tribe are the enemies of the the female begins to build the nest. The place for the nest is 
Downy Woodpeckers, and many of these fall a prey to the former ; chosen with great caution, and is usually hollowed out in a tussock of 
but the Downies generally escape their enemies by their skill in grass or weeds. It is curiously formed of grass-stalks and leaves, 
running around the tree, or by concealing themselves in cracks or and is usually deep enough to admit the entire body of the sitting 
holes. Their young are often destroyed by weasels or squirrels, bird. As the surrounding grass grows more and more, it covers 
and the latter, when they approach the nest, are attacked with and shields the nest from intrusion, forming sometimes on that 
lamentable outcries, for the Downy loves his young most tenderly, side, where the female passes in and out, a regular archway. 
notwithstanding their ugly, unwieldy, and shapeless forms, and The eggs are roundish, the shells being thin and of a clear 
even feed them long after they are full fledged and flying about. white color, though sometimes a little dotted with clay-colored or 

The Downy Woodpeckers are easily kept in cages, and become yellowish specks. The number of eggs varies, being sometimes 
soon accustomed to the artificial food given them in addition to dif- twelve, sometimes twenty, and even more. Both male and female 
ferent seeds, fruits, and berries. They are very amusing, always sit alternately ; but, besides, the male sits as awatch. After about 
living on the best terms with other small tenants of the same cage. twenty-three days the handsome young birds break the shell and 
Their cage must be rather high, and have a small trunk on which make their appearance. They are covered with a close down of 
they can climb, and have a chance for boring and hammering. a rufous color, streaked above longitudinally with buff and dark 
They must not be exposed to strong currents of air, which brown. The lower part, with the exception of the throat, which 
invariably kill them. The female is distinguished from the is yellowish, is of a grayish color. The young are able to run 
male in outward appearance, by having no red on the hind head, about as soon as they are out of the shell, but usually remain in 
that part being white and her breast and belly being of a more the nest for some time. Both parents take care of them, and lead 
dirty white color. them about; both squat down to receive them, when cold or tired, 

under their bodies and wings. In such case the head of one 
oe Se parent-bird is usually turned in the direction opposite to that of the | 

other, and, in this position, they warm their numerous brood. | 

When the family runs about, the male, true to his office as senti- 
ee ae nel, can be seen running ahead of them, while the female follows 

American Quail or Partridge. (Ortyx Virginianus.) in the rear, at some distance off. The male strides along with a 
haughty step, turning his head from side to side, and eying every- 

The Quail inhabits this continent as far as Nova Scotia. Its thing about him. Should any other bird come in his way it alarms | 
limit on the east is the Atlantic ocean, on the south the Gulf of him, and the stranger is regarded as an enemy. If he thinks he . 
Mexico, and on the west the Rocky Mountains. It is also found on can conquer the newcomer, he attacks him and drives him off, 
some of the islands of the Gulf, in the warmer parts of North feeling himself bound to keep the road clear. It is very interest- : 
America. The Quail is a regular resident, but in the northern or ing to see such a family of Quails. In cases of real danger, the . 
colder portions it performs regular annual excursions toward the male parent exposes himself to the enemy, while the mother-bird 
South on the approach of severe frosts, and these excursions some- leads the young off, as quickly as possible, to a place of safety. : 
times assume the character of migrations. This explains why in In case she should be deprived of her mate, the young squat down 3 
some places Quails are sometimes found in incredibly great num- in the grass, or find, in the low ground, some small cavity or other 5 
bers where they have been seldom seen before. suitable place for concealment, while the mother tries to mislead the 

The Quail prefers open fields, interspersed with brushwood or enemy by feigning lameness, but always managing to elude the : 
grass edges, and similar places, for protection. They are occasion- grasp of theenemy. After she has coaxed, in this manner, the real 4 
ally found in the heart of a dense forest. During the night they or supposed foe to some distance away, and the young have run off : 
retire to a sheltered place on some grassy plain, or to the weedy to a safe hiding-place, on a sudden she rises and flies in a direction ‘s 
borders of the woods, where they cluster close together. They opposite to the place where her young are concealed. After all dan- i 
are also found roosting on trees during the night, but this appears ger is over, she returns and calls her brood together again. In * 
to be the case only exceptionally. During the day they perch on about three weeks the young are able to fly, and this, of course, : 
trees, and very often, when alarmed or chased by dogs, they fly diminishes the dangers that threaten them; for then, on the ap- x 
to the trees and alight on the middle branches. On such occa- proach of an enemy, the whole family rise, and each of the young 4 
sions they may be seen to walk and run on the branches with perfect tries to reach a place of safety as soon as possible, while the parent-
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AMERICAN QUAIL OR PARTRIDGE. 29 i ee eee 
birds resort to their various tricks of deception. But later, when the two pairs that were kept in the same old place, but not one 
the power of flight is more fully developed in the young, they all, of them everreturned. In due time my Quails began to mate and 
including the parents, fly to the trees, if any are near, and conceal | build nests; but it seems they became somewhat confused, and 
themselves in the branches. laid their eggs in one and the same nests, while the males kept up 

During summer, Quails subsist chiefly on insects and different almost incessant fights with each other. To stop this, one pair was 
vegetable matter, and also on grain. In the fall the latter, espe- removed ; the consequence was that they abandoned the nest and 
cially Indian corn, forms their principal food. In summer, old and eggs. I removed nest and eggs, and about three weeks after, the 
young lead a gay life, without any special cares; but, as soon as female began to build a new nest, but in the meantime she dropped 
winter begins, they often experience bitter want, and this fre- several more eggs onthe ground. After she had laid her full com- 
quently causes them to wander to more southern regions. Many plement, she began to sit and hatched her young. For manya year 
of them perish on such wanderings, as they are constantly exposed I raised my young Quails without any trouble. They roamed 
to enemies, man especially using all his skill to secure this deli- about the yard like other poultry, and did not seem inclined to run 
cious game. In the month of October, Quails settle in great num- away. 
bers on the banks of the larger rivers, enlivening the woody shores Alexander Wilson has the following : «¢ The Partridge has some- 
and crossing daily from one side of the stream to the other. Later times been employed to hatch the eggs of the common domestic 
they appear on the roads, searching in the manure of horses for hen. A friend of mine, who himself made the experiment, in- 
food. But when deep snow covers the road, they are driven by forms me, that of several hens’ eggs which he substituted in place 
hunger to the neighborhood of the settlements, and even to farm- of those of the Partridge, he brought out the whole; and that for 
yards, where they mix with the poultry and are satisfied to pick several weeks he surprised her in various parts of the plantation 
up the crumbs they may by chancefind. Ifthe inmates of a farm- with her brood of chickens, on which occasions she exhibited all 
house treat them with hospitality, they will remain in the neigh- that distrustful alarm, and practiced her usual maneuvers for their 
borhood, and their confidence will continue to grow so that some- preservation. Even after they were considerably grown and 
times single ones become more than half-domesticated. larger than the Partridge herself, she continued to lead them about ; 

Our Quail is wonderfully adapted for domestication, and for be- but, though their notes or call were those of common chickens, 
coming acclimated in other countries. Captive Quails, which at their manners had all the shyness, timidity, and alarm of young 
the beginning were treated with a little care, soon got reconciled Partridges, running with great rapidity and squatting in the grass 
to their confinement, losing all their natural shyness, and getting exactly in the manner of the Partridge. Soon after this they dis- 
used, in a very short time, to the hand that fed them; but such as appeared, having probably been destroyed by dogs, by the gun, 
are raised from birds already tamed become far more easily domes- or by birds of prey. Whether the domestic fowl might not by this 

- ticated. It is said that, in New England, eggs of the Quail have method be very soon brought back to its original savage state, and 
been sometimes placed in the nests of domestic hens, and were thereby supply another additional subject for the amusement of the 
hatched together with the hen’s eggs. At first the young Quails sportsman, will scarcely admit of a doubt. But the experiment, 
behaved like the chickens, coming at the call of the hen, and en- in order to secure its success, would require to be made in a quarter 
tering the farm-yard and buildings; but later their wild nature got of the country less exposed than ours to the ravages of guns, traps, 
the upper hand, and they invariably flew away. dogs, and the deep snows of winter, that the new tribe might have 

In a case that came under our notice, fifteen eggs were placed full time to become completely naturalized and well fixed in their 
in the nest of the sitting hen, of which fourteen were hatched. The native habits.” 
hen was put in a box with laths nailed in front, so that she could Hunting the Quail affords much amusement to our sportsmen, 
not leave the box and roam about with the young Quails; but but requires no little skill. When these birds can nat escape by run- 
these could run in and out as they pleased. They acted precisely ning away, they squat, and in case of extreme danger one will 
as young chickens, obeying the call of the hen until nearly full spring up here and another yonder at the same time, and usually 
grown, when, instead of going into the cage at night, they formed a close before the feet of the sportsman, who must be a good marks- 
close cluster outside and in front of it, and so spent the night—in man in order to bring down one or two of these quickly flying 
regular Quail-like style. Attempts were made to get them to go to birds. The hunting becomes more difficult after the Quails have 
the roost with the hens, which were surprisingly successful; but reached the woods, as they then take to the trees, where no dog can 
when the winter was over, and the days began to grow warmer, find them by the scent, and the disappointed hunter can seldom 
the young Quails divided off into pairs, and one pair after another see one of them, but only hear now and then their loud whir when 
took to the fields, never to return. they fly off in the opposite direction. If the sportsman, however, 

At one time, a boy brought me a pair of Quails, a male and fe- understands how to imitate their call, he may be more successful, 
male, which he had caught in atrap. It was in the latter part of as they invariably answer the call. 
February. I made a large inclosure for them in my garden, about The male may be considered a beautiful bird, although the color- 
eight feet long by four wide and about four feet high. It was ing of his plumage is not gay. All the feathers of the upper part 

made of common lath. About the middle of May, the female are reddish brown, spotted and dotted with black, and banded and 

made a regular nest and began to lay. Aftershe had laid eighteen | seamed with a yellowish hue. Those of the lower or under side 
eggs, she commenced sitting, the male pretty regularly relieving are yellowish white, streaked longitudinally with reddish brown 
her. On the twenty-third day, I observed the heads of some penciled with black. A white band, beginning on the front, runs 

young ones peeping out under the breast-feathers of the hen. over the eye toward the hind part of the neck. ‘The throat is 

The next day, on coming to the inclosure, I found the hen had left snowy white and circled with a band of black, which begins be- 

the nest with her eighteen young ones following her. Every egg fore the eye, near the corner of the mouth. The white line over 

was hatched. At first, the young appeared more shy than com- the eye is also banded with black, while the sides of the neck are 
mon chickens are; but, as they were never suffered to be scared, beautifully marked with black, white, and red-brown spots. The 

they soon became quite familiar with me, the old as well as the predominant color of the upper wing-coverts are reddish brown; 
young ones. When I attempted to put my hand under the mother | primaries are dark brown, their outer vane having bluish seams. 
bird, she became quite infuriated and bit my hand as well as she The secondaries are irregularly banded with saffron; the tail 

: could. The young remained with the parents through the winter, feathers are sprinkled with grayish blue, with the exceptiou of the 

and when spring came, I took the old pair and all the young ex- | two middle ones, which are yellowish gray sprinkled with black, and 
cept two pairs, and liberated them. I had expected some of them | the feathers of the breast have a kind of vinaceous gloss. The eye 
would return, attracted perhaps by the loud ‘* bob, bob white” of is hazel, the bill ~rown, and the legs grayish. The female is “is-
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80 YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO—CRESTED TITMOUSE. 
ee 

tinguished from the male by a duller coloring of the plumage, es- oung appear irregularly one after another, so that in the same g y g P gs young app s a 
ecially by the color of the throat, which, as well as the line over nest may sometimes be found eggs and half-fledged and full- P Py. y Ss" 8 

the eye, is, in her, of a loam-yellow color. The young of the first fledged young ones. This Cuckoo begins to pair in the early part 

year resemble the female in color and markings, but can be easily of May. This process is usually celebrated by obstinate battles 
distinguished by having their colors or markings more or less in- among the males. Soon after pairing, they begin to build their 

distinct. The wing from its bend to its tip is four and a half inches, nests. The nest is commonly placed among the horizontal branches 
and the tail two and a half inches long. of an apple-tree; sometimes on a thorn, cedar, or other bush, 

usually in a retired part of the wood. The nest is artlessly con- 

structed, and has hardly any cavity at all. It is composed of fine 

se sticks and twigs, intermixed with weeds and fibers, and usually 

with blossoms of the maple-tree. The eggs are generally four, 

sometimes but three, and occasionally five. They are of a greenish- 

PLATE XXVII. blue color, and of a size proportioned to the size of the bird. The 

The Yellow-billed Cuckoo. (Coccygus Americanus.) male is usually near while the female is sitting, and gives the 

alarm when an enemy approaches. While the female is sitting, 

Fig. 1. you can almost reach her with your hand; but then she will sud- 

: ; 3 denly precipitate herself to the ground, feigning lameness, flutter- 

The Yellow-billed Cuckoo is also called the Caw Crow and Rain ing, trailing her wings—in fact, she will use all the tricks that 
Crow. The latter name is probably given it on account of its being some other birds practice, as Quails, Woodcocks, and several 

most noisy just before or after a shower of rain. The name Caw others. Both parents provide the food for the young. 

Sica cs = cound oF See Ree ee Notwithstanding his plain colors, the Yellow-billed Cuckoo is a 

Resemiules ao ee Beer OU ere aus very handsome bird and of a fine shape. His whole upper parts 
slowly, increasing in rapidity until they seem to run into each are of a dark glossy-drab, or of what we may call a Quaker hue, 

other. It is difficult to see the bird when he utters his ‘* caw, caw, ; . : : i i ; 
- ‘ : : ; with some greenish silken reflections; to this the inner vanes 

caw,” as he sits at such times perfectly still, the sound seeming to a i 2 - 
fi di This Cuckoo i Ii bird b of the wing-feathers are exceptions, these being of a red- 

arene : ae ae hi Set eee a yee ie dish cinnamon color. The tail is long, and usually consists of ten 

: ees VEY. eae cae cS LS eppeatauce 1 HOye ODN ints feathers, sometimes of twelve—the two middle ones being longest, 

Boneh 1 Whe faites Har of Aer hat PES ya begine and of the same drab color as the back, though a little darker 

ming 0b May, and reires, ee ae venne: about the, mid: toward the tip; the others, which gradually shorten to the outer 
dle of September, frequenting in the meantime the borders of sol- : ‘ oe 
; ones, are black, largely tipped with white; the two outer feathers 

itary ANAT pS; Bedyes,,or app rcieees: Bs Cake are hardly half as long as the middle ones. The whole lower 

( Cuculus Canorus) Beye cousinuce: gis wD est OF Bare one parts are white, excepting those of the fore part of the breast and 

veces: eo y drape te ees ee the pos a other: budaiaeavs neck, which incline somewhat to a bluish-gray. The feathers 
a 2 — “ LS o es ane pinging up age yOUnE covering the thighs are prolonged like those of the Hawk tribe. 

ne TE ta ae rors S Ze ree a me o © oe The legs and feet are of a light-blue color; there are four toes, two 
Bee pe Peseuce bas caused te Wooley EOF Se so08 10-06 placed forward and two behind, as in all other Cuckoo birds. The 
stigmatized as destitute of all parental affection. In truth, our bill is rather long isi proportion to the size of the bird, very broad 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo is not entirely clear of this charge, though, at the base and a little bent; it is of a dusky-brown color above 

ee es own ests once le OW REE: aun ee and yellow below. The color of the iris is hazel, and the feathers 
us oo. ze ae . Bee or oe oe = i SPEs reach close to the eyelid, which is yellow. The female differs but 
ee eS Oe aga ieaas a tnae 2 ae NOpIN Red- little from the male, except that the four middle feathers of the 
breast or of a Brown Thrush. These birds which have to raise tail are of that drab color and the white on her is not so pure 

: : > 
Beene Pees seem: te S ae aes ou it, and’ bestow as while the grayish on the fore breast is darker and further extended. 
7 ies ese a oe er ee 2 peed for th The Yellow-billed Cuckoo is entitled to protection, as he destroys 

ne . ee gee 00 1S POW ETS Tare: Boc=ton those mele innumerable obnoxious larve and insects, and is thus a benefactor 
acquainted with its habits, it is not difficult to observe the bird. The to the farmer and gardener. The inner membrane of the gizzard : : : : . , 
pers res a4 1 ae wei as ean Ouse ss Bie: which in many other species is very hard and muscular, is in this 
Eee awe pinineciale weienbormood (of human os bird soft and lax, and therefore capable of great extension. It is 
tions, chiefly in orchards, where they make themselves conspicuous covered with a growth of fine hair of a fawn color, and is perhaps 

by See gure Se ENG LAM HENCE, Sey sitter einer ae intended by nature as a protection against the irritating effect, 
peony tet Yous especially an damp, watm diys,and sometines which would otherwise be produced by swallowing hair-covered 
during the night. This Cuckoo is a regular slipper, but in no- caterpillars. 

wise a runner. Among the branches of trees he moves like a P s 

Titmouse with the greatest ease, seldom coming to the ground, and, 
if he does so for a change, he moves about in an exceedingly awk- The Crested Titmouse. (Lophophanes bicolor.) 

ward manner, elevating his long tail high in the air. His flight : 

is swift and noiseless, rarely far extended, being interrupted by the Fig. 2. 

first tree. He seems to feel safer in the closely leaved crowns of 
trees, and therefore does not like to expose himself by continuous This noisy bird often associates with the Black-capped Tit- 
flight. While passing among the branches on a foraging tour, he mouse, but is more suspicious and less active. Its notes are more 
sometimes shows his upper and sometimes his under side. His musical, and there is more variety in its tones. At times its voice 
food consists of insects and fruits, such as butterflies, grasshoppers, is not louder than the squeaking of a mouse, while at other times 
caterpillars, etc., and in the autumn, different kinds of berries. the sounds are loud and clear, resembling the whistling for a dog. 
There is a strong suspicion against him that he plunders the nests It often keeps up its whistling for more than half an hour at a time, 
of other small birds; but although I have often closely watched while its high-pointed crest gives it a neat and elegant appearance. 
him, I have never caught him committing such an outrage. Itisa Its food consists of all kinds of insects and their larvee, as well as 
very remarkable fact of this bird that the female begins to sit as of small fruits and berries. As the muscles of its neck possess 
soon as she has laid her first egg, and the consequence is that the considerable strength, it digs almost continually into acorns, nuts,
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CARDINAL GROSBEAK. 31 

crevasses, and rotten bark, without the least fatigue, searching out body—his beautiful plumage, his rich song, and melodious whis- 
insects or their eggs or larve. tling giving him a ready introduction everywhere. 

This species inhabits almost the whole of North America. In During the summer, the Cardinal is only found in pairs, but in 
the United States it is more numerous in the Middle and Western fall and winter he is to be seen in small societies. He lives in 
than in the So:thern States. It has been noticed, in mild winters, harmony with most of the smaller birds, but not so with birds of 
in the southern part of Ohio. On the approach of cold, frosty his own kindred, especially during the mating and breeding season. 
weather it generally migrates toward the South. If this bird is When he remains during the winter, he often comes to the farm- 
taken hold of, by the hand, when winged, it will fight dexterously yard, hopping around with Sparrows, Pigeons, Snow-birds, and 
and with great spirit. In confinement, it easily becomes recon- Buntings, and picking up seeds, examining the hedges of gardens 
ciled and familiar, and will subsist on hemp-seed, cherry-kernels, and fields for such food. With his strong and thick bill he skill- 
apple-seeds, and the kernels of broken hickory-nuts; but it re- fully cracks the hard corn or husks out of the kernels of oats, and 
quires a cage made altogether of wire, as it will chip its way, in grinds the grain of wheat, and is therefore pretty certain to find 

true Woodpecker style, through the wooden part of ordinary cages. subsistence during winter. He takes his nights’ rest in a neigh- 

The whole upper parts of the Crested Titmouse are of a dark boring hay-stack or a well-sheltered tree, and so manages to out- 

cinereous or lead color, except the front, which is black, tinged live the otherwise fatal winter. He is a restless bird, remaining 

with reddish. The whole lower parts are of a dirty white, except- only a few minutes in the same place, but flying or hopping about 

ing the sides under the wings, which are of a reddish-brown in every direction. On the ground he hops tolerably well, but 
color. The legs and feet are light blue; the bill black, short, and among the branches he moves skillfully and with perfect ease. 

pretty strong. The wing-feathers are relieved with a dusky hue His flight is by starts, rather hard and quick, as well as noisy, but 

on the inner vane. The eyes are dark hazel, and the lores white. usually not far extended. In severe winters the Cardinal emi- 

The head is, as already remarked, ornamented with a high crest, grates, as already stated, roaming about the country, but with the 

pointed, and almost upright. The tail is somewhat forked, and beginning of March returning to his old habitation. He performs 

g considerably concave below, and of the same color above as the his journeys, as one might say, on foot, at least for a great part 

back. The tips of the wings are dusky; the tongue is very short, of the distance, as he hops and skips from bush to bush and from 

truncated, and ends in three—sometimes four—sharp points. The forest to forest, until he arrives at his destination. As with many 

female can not be distinguished from the male by the plumage. other birds, the male Cardinal appears a few days earlier than the 

Both male and female have the same markings, as well as the red- female. Soon after their arrival, they begin to mate, and the 

dish brown on the sides under the wings. The nest is built in the males, inspired with jealousy, commence fighting each other. 

hollow of atree. The cavity is often dug by itself, and the nest They are so quarrelsome that they ferociously attack any in- 

consists of some dry fibrous roots of grass, the cast-off exuvize of truder, whom they will follow from bush to bush, sometimes 

snakes, horse-hair, and feathers inside. The female begins to lay fighting him in the air, but never giving him any rest until he is 

early in May. The eggs, usually five or six in number, are of a successfully driven out of their view. They then return to their 

pure white, with a few small reddish spots on the larger end. former place, expressing their joy with a loud and quavering song. 

The whole family may be seen, in the month of July, hunting to- The strongest attachment is found between the male and female. 

gether, the parent birds keeping up a continual chatter—perhaps Their resting-place is a bush, a tree in the neighborhood of the 
to encourage and direct their inexperienced brood. farm, or in the midst of a field, on the border or in the middle of a 

forest. The woody borders of rivers seem to be the favorite place 

for building their nests. The nest is often found in the immediate 
The Cardinal Grosbeak. (Cardinalis Virgintanus.) neighborhood of a farm, and in many instances only a few yards 

= ; from that of the Mocking-bird. The nest consists of dry leaves 
ig. 3, Male. Fig. 4, Female. @ ; 

and fine branches, especially some thorny branches, interwoven 

This elegant bird, in his bridal dress, is beautifully but uniformly with stalks. The lining inside is made of fine dry grass. The 
colored. His soft and slightly glossy plumage is very even dark full complement of eggs is from four to six. The color of them is 

red—highest in the head and breast. The face and throat are deep a dirty white, spinkled all over with olive-brown spots; but it is 

black. The inner veins of the quill-feathers are light brown, the curious that scarcely ever two eggs are found alike in the nest, but 

shafts dark brown, and the bill of a coral-red color. The iris of that they all differ in coloring as well as in their marking. 

the eye is dark hazel, and the feet brownish gray. The plumage In the Middle and Western States, the Cardinal breeds but once 
of the female is lighter colored and less red, with a more reddish in aseason; in the Southern States, twice regularly, and sometimes 

hue predominant. The head and crest are red, but the back is three times. The young, after they are full fledged, are fed a few 

brownish, and the breast of a dull loam color. The front or face days more by their parents and then left to take care of themselves. 

and throat are not black, but of a dark ash color or gray. The Several kinds of grains, seeds, berries, and perhaps insects serve 

bill is also a little lighter coral-red. them as food. In the spring, they live on the flowers of the maple; 

The Cardinal is a common bird in the Southern States, and is in summer, on elder and other berries ; in fall, grain and corn, and in 

found in great numbers in the Middle and Western States. When winter, whatever they can obtain. 

the winters are mild, he remains in the Middle aud Western States The Cardinal Grosbeak may be ranked among the best singing- 
all the year round, but in severe winters wanders toward the South. birds of this continent. His notes are clear and loud, resembling 

He is a very pleasing bird, and, by his splendid colors, is an orna- the notes of a flageoletto at first, and gradually declining until they 
ment to the forest, especially in winter, when his beautifully red appear as a mere whisper. During the season of love-making they 

color contrasts finely with the dull appearance of the leafless trees. give free play totheir most powerful notes. Being conscious of his 

In dayiime he loves to roam about in shrubbery interwoven with great power he swells his throat and breast, spreads his tail, flaps 

briers and other winding plants. From such places he makes his his wings, turning alternately his head to the right and left, so as 
excursions to the neighboring fields and gardens, if the forests fail to make known to others his own ecstasy at the melodious beauty 

to yield him sufficient food. He is just as often met with in the of his voice. These notes and gestures are frequently repeated, the 

nighborhood of cities as in the depths of the most solitary forests. bird during the time pausing only to take breath. The beautiful 

: In the Southern States, he is sometimes seen in the interior cities tunes of the Cardinal can be heard long before sunrise. During the 

and villages, and it is seldom that one can step into a garden in heat of the day he is silent, but as soon as the heat begins to pass off, 

those States without seeing the ‘‘Redbird” slipping through the he renews his song with more vigor apparently than in the morn- 

bushes. Wherever he is, he is welcome, for he is a pet with every- ing, and does not cease until surrounded by the shades of night.



32 PASSENGER PIGEON. 
Ee ea ie 

He seems to sing for his own amusement. As soon as he suspects quired to feed such a flock, must be eight millions seven hundred 
that he is being observed, he will stop altogether or utter a call re- and twelve thousand bushels per day.” 
sembling somewhat the words ‘‘ dihu, dui, dui, dui, dui, dui, dui, ‘« Let us now, kind reader, inspect their place of nightly rendez- 
dui, dui.” When alarmed, he will utter a short ‘‘ zip” or * tip.” vous: It was, as is always the case, in a portion of the forest 

The Cardinal Grosbeak is easily kept in cages, and is satisfied where the trees were of great magnitude, and where there was 
with the simplest kinds of grain. He is a hardy bird, and may be little underwood. I rode through it upward of forty miles, and, 
brought to breeding in captivity by giving him more freedom in a crossing it at different parts, found its average breadth to be rathet 
large room. It will never do to place him in a room or cage with more than three miles. Few Pigeons were to be seen before sunset ; 
other birds, as it appears impossible for him to keep peace with but a great number of persons, with horses and wagons, guns and 
them. ammunition, had already established encampments on the borders. 

Two farmers from the vicinity of Russellsville, distant more than a 
Se hundred miles, had driven upward of three hundred hogs, to be 

fattened on the Pigeons which were to be slaughtered. Here and 
PLATE XXIX. there, the people employed in plucking and salting what had al- 

ready been procured, were seen sitting in the midst of large piles 

The Passenger Pigeon. (Zctopistes migratorius.) of these birds. The dung lay several inches deep, covering the 

whole extent of the roosting-place, like a bed of snow. Many 

The Passenger Pigeon, or, as it is commonly called, the ‘* Wild trees, two feet in diameter, I observed were broken off at no great 

Pigeon,” are the gypsies among birds. They are everywhere and distance from the ground; and the branches of many of the largest 

nowhere. From Hudson’s Bay down to the Gulf of Mexico, and and tallest had given way as if the forest had been swept by a 

from the Rocky Mountains to the eastern coast, and in all the tornado. Everything proved to me that the number of birds re- 
States of North America, is found the Passenger Pigeon—at no time sorting to this part of the forest, must be immense beyond concep- 
in equal numbers, generally more in number in the Eastern and tion. As the period of their arrival approached, their foes anxiously 

Middle than in the Northern and Southern States. prepared to seize them. Some were furnished with iron pots con- 

Audubon and, before him, Wilson relate the most wonderful taining sulphur, others with torches of pine-knots, many with 
stories concerning the numbers of these Pigeons during their poles, and the rest with guns. The sun was lost to our view. 
wanderings. We quote from Audubon as follows: yet not a Pigeon had arrived. Everything was ready, and all 

‘“‘ Their great power of flight enables them to survey and pass eyes were gazing on the clear sky, which appeared in glimpses 
over an astonishing extent of country in a very short time. Thus, amidst the tall trees. Suddenly there burst forth a general cry of 

Pigeons have been killed in the neighborhood of New York with ‘Here they come! The noise which they made, though yet dis- 

their crops full of rice, which they must have collected in the fields tant, reminded me of a hard gale at sea, passing through the rig- 

of Georgia and Carolina; these districts being the nearest in which ging of a close-reefed vessel. As the birds arrived and passed 

they could possibly have procured a supply of food As their power over me, I felt a current of air that surprised me. Thousands 

of digestion is so great, that they will decompose food entirely in were soon knocked down by polemen. The current of birds, how- 

twelve hours, they must, in this case, have traveled between three ever, still kept increasing. The fires were lighted, and a most 

and four hundred miles in six hours, which shows their speed to be, magnificent, as well as a wonderful and terrifying sight, presented 

at an average, about one mile ina minute. A velocity such as this, itself. The Pigeons coming in by thousands alighted everywhere, 

would enable one of these birds, were it so inclined, to visit the one above another, until solid masses, as large as hogsheads, were 

European continent in less than three days.” formed on every tree, in all directions. Here and there the perches 

«« In the autumn of 1813, I left my house at Henderson, on the gave way under the weight with a crash, and falling to the ground, 

banks of the Ohio, on my way to Louisville. In passing over the destroyed hundreds of the birds beneath, forcing down the dense 

barrens, a few miles beyond Hardinsburgh, I observed the Pigeons groups with which every stick was loaded. It was a scene of up- 
flying from northeast to southwest in greater numbers than I thought roar and confusion. I found it quite useless to speak, or even to 

I had ever seen them before. I traveled on, and still met more shout, to those persons who were nearest me. The reports, even, 

the farther I proceeded. The air was literally filled with Pigeons. of the nearest guns were seldom heard; and I knew of the firing 
The light of the noonday was obscured as by an eclipse. The only by seeing the shooters reloading. No one dared venture within 

dung fell in spots not unlike melting flakes of snow; and the con- the line of devastation; the hogs had been penned up in due time, 

tinued buzz of the wings had a tendency to lull my senses to re- the picking up of the dead and wounded birds being left for the 

pose. next morning’s employment. The Pigeons were constantly com- 

‘ Before sunset I reached Louisville, distant from Hardinsburgh ing, and it was past midnight before I perceived a decrease in the 

fifty-five miles. The Pigeons were still passing in undiminished number of those that arrived. The uproar continued, however, 
numbers, and continued to do so for three days in succession. The the whole night; and as I was anxious to know to what distance 
people were all in arms. The banks of the Ohio were crowded the sound reached, I sent off a man, accustomed to preambulate 

with men and boys, incessantly shooting at the pilgrims, which the forest, who, returning two hours afterward, informed me he had 

there flew lower as they passed the river. Multitudes were thus heard it distinctly when three miles from the spot. Toward the 

destroyed. For a week or more, the population fed on no other approach of day, the noise rather subsided; but long ere objects 

flesh than that of Pigeons. The atmosphere was, during this time, were at all distinguishable, the Pigeons began to move off in a 

strongly impregnated with the peculiar odor which emanates direction quite different from that in which they had arrived the 

from the species.” evening before; and at sunrise, all that were able to fly had dis- 

In estimating the number of these mighty flocks, and the appeared. The howlings of the wolves now reached our ears; and 
food consumed by them daily, he adds: ‘*Let us take a the foxes, lynxes, cougars, bears, raccoons, opossums, and polecats 

column of one mile in breadth, which is far below the average were seen sneaking off from the spot, whilst Eagles and Hawks eS 
size, and suppose it passing over us at the rate of one mile per of different species, accompanied by a crowd of Vultures, came to 

minute. This will give us a parallelogram of 180 miles by one, cov- supplant them, and enjoy their share of the spoil. It was then that 

ering 180 square miles; and allowing two Pigeons to the square the authors of all this devastation began their entry among the dead, 

yard, we have one billion one hundred and fifteen millions one the dying, and the mangled. The Pigeons were picked up and 

hundred and thirty-six thousand Pigeons in one flock; and as piled in heaps, until each had as many as he could possibly dis- 
every Pigeon consumes daily fully half a pint, the quantity re- pose of, when the hogs were let loose to feed on the remainder.”
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Now this sounds fabulous, but we will not dispute its truth, al- the Missouri, upward of 2,500 miles from its mouth, reckoning 

though it is not in accordance with our observations. We have in our the meanderings of the river; were also met with in the interior of 
rambles through the United States frequently met even with very Louisiana by Colonel Pike, and extend their range as far south 
large flocks, but they certainly did not reach to one-quarter the as the Gulf of Mexico, occasionally visiting or breeding in almost 
number mentioned by Audubon. Several roosts were visited at every quarter of the United States. 
different places, but they fell considerably short of the above ac- ‘* But the most remarkable characteristic of these birds is their 
count, although persons with whom we conversed at these roosts associating together, both in their migrations and also during the 
fully corroborated Audubon. The immense numbers of Wild period of incubation, in such prodigious numbers as almost to 
Pigeons that flew over my head toward the roost would appear al- surpass belief, and which has no parallel among any other of the 
most incredible to those who have never observed it. As regards feathered tribes on the face of the earth with which naturalists are 
the rapidity of the flight of the Passenger Pigeons, we relate an acquainted. These migrations appear to be undertaken rather in 
incident that occurred in the spring of 1849, in New York city. quest of food than merely to avoid the cold of the climate, since 

F About two dozen Wild Pigeons, who had their crops filled with rice, we find them lingering in the northern regions, around Hudson’s 
were shot by me, and they certainly had only early that morning Bay, so late as December, and since their appearance is so casual 
fed in the rice-fields of Carolina. It was about 10:30 a. Mm. when and irregular, sometimes not visiting certain districts for several 
they were shot, but they appeared tired, and did not show ther years in any considerable numbers, while at other times they are 
usual shyness. innumerable. I have witnessed these migrations in the Genesee 

Dr. Geo. W. Hill, of Ashland, Ohio, in one of his contribu- country, often in Pennsylvania, and also in various parts of Vir- 
tions, ‘* Recollections of Pioneer Life,” to the Cincinnati Com- ginia, with amazement; but all I had then seen of them were mere 
mercial, relates the following incident about the Wild Pigeon, the straggling parties when compared with the congregated millions 
particulars for which were furnished by William A. Adams, Esq. : which I have since beheld in our Western forests, in the States of 

«Several species of birds, formerly very numerous in this State, Ohio, Kentucky, and the Indian Territory. These fertile and 
are becoming less abundant. The Wild Pigeon, once seen in count- extensive regions abound with the nutritious beech-nut, which 
less millions, is not so numerous as during the period of the beech- constitutes the chief food of the Wild Pigeon. In seasons when 
nuts. Mr. Adams, in 1806, witnessed at Marietta, Ohio, a flight these nuts are abundant, corresponding multitudes of pigeons may 
of pigeons so remarkable that the school children were dismissed be confidently expected. It sometimes happens that, having con- 
to see the wonderful sight. They were actually so numerous as to sumed the whole produce of the beech-trees in an extensive dis- 
obscure the light of the sun like a cloud. This continued for some trict, they discover another at the distance perhaps of sixty or eighty 
time. The sand-bar at the foot of the island above Marietta con- miles, to which they regularly repair every morning, and return 
tained about fifty acres of land. Far above the island the birds as regularly in the course of the day, or in the evening, to their 
checked their flight, and began to descend upon .he bar in a dense place of general rendezvous, or, as it is usually called, the roosting- 
mass. The descent, at a distance, appeared like an inverted cone, place. These roosting-places are always in the woods, and some- 
or an enormous water-spout, as an old sailor describes it. The times occupy a large extent of forest. When they have frequented 
birds apparently came down to the bar for water and sand. They one of these places for some time, the appearance it exhibits is 
crowded the shore, and dipped their beaks into the water, and took surprising. The ground is covered to the depth of several inches 
to the air again, and continued their flight. The whole town with their dung; all the tender grass and underwood destroyed ; 
turned out to witness the novel spectacle, and many persons the surface strewed with large limbs of trees, broken down by the 
hastened to the sand-bar, and large numbers of the birds were weight of the birds clustering one above another; and the trees 
killed with sticks. Their crops were supplied with small gravel themselves, for thousands of acres, killed as completely as if 
and sand. Their roosts were equally strange. They came girdled with an ax. The marks of this desolation remain for 
together from all quarters in such numbers that it was dangerous many years on the spot; and numerous places could be pointed 
for man or animal to venture beneath their roost. The noise of out where, for several years after, scarcely a single vegetable 
their wings, their fluttering, and the cracking of timber beneath made its appearance. 
their weight, kept up a constant roar, not unlike the sound of ‘* When these roosts are discovered, the inhabitants, from con- 
battle at a distance. There is a tract of land in the northwest part siderable distances, visit them in the night with guns, clubs, long 
of Muskingum county, formerly called ‘Dennison’s Plains,’ rich poles, pots of sulphur, and various other engines of destruction. 
and rolling, but destitute of timber. There was full proof that the In a few hours they fill many sacks, and load their horses with 
timber on that land had once been a pigeon-roost, and had been them. By the Indians, a pigeon-roost, or breeding-place, is con- 
broken down and destroyed by the weight of the pigeons. This sidered an important source of national profit and dependence for 
was confirmed by some Indians who were on the land about 1813. that season, and all their active ingenuity is exercised on the 
The nestings of these birds were equally strange and curious. occasion. The breeding-place differs from the former in its greater 
The nests were fixed on the top of horizontal limbs, and some- extent. In the Western countries above mentioned, these are gen- 
times from fifty to one hundred were placed thereon. Here the erally in beech-woods, and often extend, in nearly a straight line, 
young were hatched. When partially grown, their weight would across the country for a great way. Not far from Shelbyville, in 
frequently crush the limb, and vast numbers of squabs would fall the State of Kentucky, about five years ago, there was one of these 
down to become the prey of hawks, owls, foxes, men, and boys. breeding-places, which stretched through the woods in nearly a 
The young squabs were fat, and esteemed a luxury for the table.” north and south direction. It was several miles in breadth, and was 

The following additional account of this remarkable bird is taken said to be upward of forty miles in extent. In this tract, almost 
from the work entitled ‘* Wilson’s American Ornithology,” Thomas every tree was furnished with nests, wherever the branches could 
M. Brewer, editor : accommodate them. The Pigeons made their first appearance 

«‘The Wild Pigeon of the United States inhabits a wide ara there about the roth of April, and left it altogether, with their 
extensive region of North America, on the side of the great Stony young, before the 25th of May. 
Mountains, beyond which, to the westward, I have not heard of ‘*As soon as the young were fully grown, and before they left 
their being seen. According to Mr. Hutchins, they abound in the the nests, numerous parties of the inhabitants, from all parts of the 

: country round Hudson’s Bay, where they usually remain as late adjacent country, came with wagons, axes, beds, cooking-utensils, 
as December, feeding, when the ground is covered with snow, on many of them accompanied by the greater part of their families, 
the buds of the juniper. They spread over the whole of Canada; and encamped for several days at this immense nursery. Several 
were seen by Captain Lewis and his party near the Great Falls of of them informed me that the noise in the woods was so great as
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to terrify their horses, and that it was difficult for one person to breeding-place, which, by several gentlemen who had lately passed 
hear another speak without bawling in his ear. The ground was through part of it, was stated to me at several miles. It was said 
strewed with broken limbs of trees, eggs, and young squab to be in Green county, and that the young began to fly about the 
Pigeons, which had been precipitated from above, and on which middle of March. On the 17th of April, forty-nine miles beyond 
herds of hogs were fattening. Hawks, Buzzards, and Eagles Danville, and not far from Green river, I crossed this same 
were sailing about in great numbers, and seizing the squabs from breeding-place, where the nests, for more than three miles, spotted 
their nests at pleasure ; while from twenty feet upward to the tops every tree. The leaves not being yet out, I had a fair prospect of 
of the trees, the view through the woods presented a perpetual them, and was really astonished at their numbers. A few bodies 
tumult of crowding and fluttering multitudes of Pigeons, their of Pigeons lingered yet in different parts of the woods, the roaring 
wings roaring like thunder, mingled with the frequent crash of of whose wings was heard in various quarters around me. 
falling timber; for now the ax-men were at work, cutting down ‘* All accounts agree in stating that each nest contains only one 
those trees that seemed to be most crowded with nests, and con- young squab. These are so extremely fat that the Indians, and 
tinued to fell them in such a manner that, in their descent, they many of the whites, are accustomed to melt down the fat for 
might bring down several others; by which means the falling of domestic purposes, as a sui stitute for butter and lard. At the time 
one large tree sometimes murdered two hundred squabs, little they leave the nest, they are nearly as heavy as the old one, but 
inferior in size to the old ones, and almost one mass of fat. On become much leaner after they are turned out to shift for them- 
some single trees, upward of one hundred nests were found, each selves. 

containing ove young only—a circumstance, in the history of this ‘Tt is universally asserted in the Western countries, that the 
bird, not generally known to naturalists. It was dangerous to Pigeons, though they have only one young at a time, breed thrice, 
walk under these flying and fluttering millions, from the frequent and sometimes four times, in the same season: the circumstances 
fall of large branches, broken down by the weight of the multitudes already mentioned render this highly probable. It is also worthy 
above, and which, in their descent, often destroyed numbers of the of observation, that this takes place during the period when acorns, 
birds themselves; while the clothes of those engaged in traversing beech-nuts, etc., are scattered about in the greatest abundance, and 
the woods were completely covered with the excrements of the mellowed by the frost. But they are not confined to these alone— 
Pigeons. buckwheat, hempseed, Indian corn, hollyberrries, blackberries, 

««These circumstances were related to me by many of the must huckleberries, and many others, furnish them with abundance at 
respectable people of the community in that quarter, and were almost all seasons. The acorns of the live-oak are also eagerly 
confirmed in part by what I myself witnessed. I passed for sev- sought after by these birds, and rice has been frequently found in 
eral miles through this same breeding-place, when every tree was individuals killed many hundred miles to the northward of the 
spotted with nests, the remains of those above described. In many nearest plantation. The vast quantity of mast which these multi- 
instances I counted upward of ninety nests on a single tree; but tudes consume is a serious loss to the bears, pigs, squirrels, and 
the Pigeons had abandoned this place for another, sixty or eighty other dependents on the fruits of the forest. I have taken from 
miles off, toward Green river, where they were said at that time the crop of a single Wild Pigeon a good handful of the kernels of 
to be equally numerous. From the great numbers that were con- beech-nuts, intermixed with acorns and chestnuts. To form a 
stantly passing overhead to or from that quarter, I had no doubt rough estimate of the daily consumption of one of these immense 
of the truth of this statement. The mast had been chiefly con- flocks, let us first attempt to calculate the numbers of that above 
sumed in Kentucky, and the Pigeons, every morning a little before mentioned, as seen in passing between Frankfort and the Indian 
sunrise, set out for the Indian Territory, the nearest part of which Territory : If we suppose this column to have been one mile in 
was about sixty miles distant. Many of these returned before ten breadth (and I believe it to have been much more), and that it 
o'clock, and the great body generally appeared, on their return, a moved at the rate of one mile in a minute, four hours, the time it 
little after noon. continued passing, would make its whole length two hundred and 

«‘T had left the public road to visit the remains of the breeding- forty miles. Again, supposing that each square yard of this 
place near Shelbyville, and was traversing the woods with my gun, moving body comprehended three Pigeons, the square yards in 

: on my way to Frankfort, when, about one o’clock, the Pigeons, the whole space, multiplied by three, would give two thousand 
which I had observed flying the greater part of the morning north- two hundred and thirty million two hundred and seventy-two 
erly, began to return in such immense numbers as I never before thousand Pigeons——an almost inconceivable multitude, and yet 
had witnessed. Coming to an opening by the side of a creek called probably far below the actual amount. Computing each of these 
the Benson, where I had a more uninterrupted view, I was aston- to consume half a pint of mast daily, the whole quantity at this 
ished at their appearance. They were flying, with great steadiness rate would equal seventeen million four hundred and twenty-four 
and rapidity, at a height beyond gunshot, in several strata deep, thousand bushels per day! Heaven has wisely and graciously 
and so close together that, could shot have reached them, one given to these birds rapidity of flight and a disposition to range 
discharge could not have failed to bring down several individuals. over vast uncultivated tracts of the earth; otherwise they must 
From right to left, far as the eye could reach, the breadth of this have perished in the districts where they resided, or devoured 
vast procession extended, seeming everywhere equally crowded. the whole productions of agriculture, as well as those of the 
Curious to determine how long this appearance would continue, I forests. 
took out my watch to note the time, and sat down to observe them. ‘A few observations on the mode of the flight of these birds 
It was then half-past one. I sat for more than an hour, but instead must not be omitted. The appearance of large detached bodies 
of a dimunition of this prodigious procession, it seemed rather to of them in the air, and the various evolutions they display, are 
increase both in numbers and rapidity; and, anxious to reach strikingly picturesque and interesting. In descending the Ohio by 
Frankfort before night, I rose and went on. About four o’clock myself, in the month of February, I often rested on my oars to 
in the afternoon I crossed the Kentucky river, at the town of contemplate their aerial maneuvers. A column, eight or ten miles 
Frankfort, at which time the living torrent above my head seemed in length, would appear from Kentucky, high in the air, steering 
as numerous and as extensive as ever. Long after this, I observed across to Indiana. The leaders of this great body would some- i 
them, in large bodies, that continued to pass for six or eight times gradually vary their course until it formed a large bend of 
minutes, and then again were followed by other detached bodies, more than a mile in diameter, those behind tracing the exact route 
all moving in the same southeast direction, till after six in the of their predecessors. This would continue sometimes long after 
evening. The great breadth of front which this mighty multitude both extremities were beyond the reach of sight; so that the whole, 
preserved would seem to intimate a corresponding breadth of their with its glittering undulations, marked a span on the face of the ~
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heavens resembling the windings of a vast and majestic river. to fly, confine themselves to the under part of the tall woods, where 
When this bend became very great, the birds, as if sensible of the there is no brush, and where nuts and acorns are abundant, search- 
unnecessary circuitous course they were taking, suddenly changed ing among the leaves for mast, and appear like a prodigious torrent 
their direction, so that what was in column before became an rolling along through the woods, every one striving to be in the : 
immense front, straightening all its indentures until it swept the front. Vast numbers of them are shot while in this situation. A 
heavens in one vast and infinitely extended line. Other lesser person told me that he once rode furiously into one of these rolling 
bodies also united with each other, as they happened to approach, multitudes, and picked up thirteen Pigeons which had been trampled 
with such ease and elegance of evolution, forming new figures, and to death by his horse’s feet. In a few minutes they will beat the 
varying them as they united or separated, that I never was tired of whole nuts from a tree with their wings, while all is a scramble, 
contemplating them. Sometimes a Hawk would make a sweep on both above and below, for the same. They have the same cooing- 
a particular part of the column from a great height, when, almost notes common to domestic Pigeons, but much less of their gesticu- 
as quick as lightning, that part shot downward out of the common lations. In some flocks you will find nothing but young ones, 
track; but, soon rising again, continued advancing at the same which are easily distinguishable by their motley dress. In others, 
height as before. This inflection was continued by those behind, they will be mostly females; and again, great multitudes of males, 
who, on arriving at this point, dived down almost perpendicularly with few or no females. I can not account for this in any other 
to a great depth, and, rising, followed the exact path of those that way than that, during the time of incubation, the males are exclu- 
went before. As these vast bodies passed over the river near me, the sively engaged in procuring food, both for themselves and their 
surface of the water, which was before smooth as glass, appeared mates ; and the young, being unable yet to undertake these extensive 
marked with innumerable dimples, occasioned by the dropping of excursions, associate together accordingly. But, even in winter, 
their dung, resembling the commencement of a shower of large I know of several species of birds who separate in this manner, 
drops of rain or hail. particularly the Red-winged Starling, among whom thousands of 

‘* Happening to go ashore one charming afternoon to purchase old males may be found, with few or no young or females along 
some milk at a house that stood near the river, and while talking with them. 
with the people within doors, I was suddenly struck with astonish- “Stragglers from these immense armies settle in almost every 
ment at a loud rushing roar, succeeded by instant darkness, which, part of the country, particularly among the beech-woods and in 
on the first moment, I took for a tornado about to overwhelm the the pine and hemlock woods of the eastern and northern parts of 
house and everything around in destruction. The people, observ- the continent. Mr. Pennant informs us that they breed near Moose 
ing my surprise, cooly said, ‘It is only the Pigeons ;’ and on run- Fort, at Hudson’s Bay, in N. lat. 51°; and I myself have seen the 
ning out, I beheld a flock, thirty or forty yards in width, sweeping remains of a large breeding-place as far south as the country of 
along very low between the house and the mountain, or height, the Choctaws, in lat. 32°. In the former of these places they are 
that formed the second bank of the river. These continued pass- said to remain until December, from which circumstance it is 
ing for more than a quarter of an hour, and at length varied their evident that they are not regular in their migrations, like many 
bearing so as to pass over the mountain, behind which they disap- other species, but rove about as scarcity of food urges them. 
peared before the rear came up. Every spring, however, as well as fall, more or less of them are 

“In the Atlantic States, though they never appear in sucn seen in the neighborhood of Philadelphia; but it is only once in 
unparalleled numbers, they are sometimes very numerous, and several years that they appear in such formidable bodies, and this 
great havoc is then made among them with the gun, the clap-net, commonly when the snows are heavy to the north, the winter here 
and various other implements of destruction. As soon as it is more than usually mild, and acorns, etc., abundant. 
ascertained in a town that the Pigeons are flying numerously in «¢The Passenger Pigeon is sixteen inches long and twenty-four 
the neighborhood, the gunners rise em masse; the clap-nets are inches in extent; bill black; nostril covered by a high rounding 
spread out on suitable situations, commonly on an open height in protuberance ; eye, brilliant fiery orange ; orbit, or space surround- 
an old buckwheat-field ; four or five live Pigeons, with their eye- ing it, purplish flesh-colored skin; head, upper part of the neck, 
lids sewed up, are fastened on a movable stick; a small hut of and chin, a fine slate-blue, highest on the chin; throat, breast, and 
branches is fitted up for the fowler at the distance of forty or fifty sides, as far as the thighs, a reddish-hazel ; lower part of the neck 
yards. By the pulling of a string, the stick on which the Pigeon and sides of the same, resplendent changeable gold, green, and 
rests, is alternately elevated and depressed, which produces a purplish crimson, the latter most predominant; the ground color, 
fluttering of their wings similar to that of birds just alighting. slate (the plumage of this part is of a peculiar structure, ragged 
This being perceived by the passing flocks, they descend with at the ends); belly and vent, white; lower part of the breast, 
great rapidity, and, finding corn, buckwheat, etc., strewed about, fading into a pale, vivacious red; thighs, the same; legs and feet, 
begin to feed, and are instantly, by the pulling of a cord, covered lake, seamed with white; back rump and tail-coverts, dark slate, 
by the net. In this manner ten, twenty, and even thirty dozen, spotted on the shoulders with a few scattered marks of black; the 
have been caught at one sweep. Meantime the air is darkened scapulars tinged with brown; greater coverts, light slate; pri- 
with large bodies of them moving in various directions ; the woods maries and secondaries, dull black, the former tipped and edged 
also swarm with them in search of acorns; and the thundering of with brownish white; tail, long and greatly cuniform, all the 
musketry is perpetual on all sides from morning to night. Wagon- feathers tapering toward the point—the two middle ones plain, deep 
loads of them are poured into market, and Pigeons become the black, and the other five, on each side, hoary white, lightest near the 
order of the day at dinner, breakfast, and supper, until the very tips, deepening into bluish near the bases, when each is crossed 
name becomes sickening. When they have been kept alive and on the inner vane with a broad spot of black, and nearer the root 
fed for some time on corn and buckwheat, their flesh acquires with another of ferruginous ; primaries, edged with white; bastard 
great superiority; but in their common state they are dry and wing, black. 
blackish, and far inferior to the full-grown young ones, or squabs. ‘The female is about half an inch shorter, and an inch less in 

«The nest of the Wild Pigeon is formed of a few dry, slender extent; breast, cinereous brown; upper part of the neck inclining 
twigs, carelessly put together, and with so little concavity that the to ash; the spot of changeable gold, green, and carmine, much 

; young one, when half-grown, can easily be seen from below. The less, and not so brilliant; tail-coverts, brownish slate; naked 
eggs are pure white. Great numbers of Hawks, and sometimes orbits, slate-colored; in all other respects like the male in color, 
the Bald Eagle himself, hover about these breeding-places, and but less vivid, and more tinged with brown; the eye not so brill- 
seize the old or the young from the nest amid the rising multitudes, iant an orange. In both, the tail has only twelve feathers.” 
and with the most daring effrontery. The young, when beginning The following account is taken from ‘‘ Nuttall’s Ornithology :”
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««The Wild Pigeon of America, so wonderful for its gregarious sleet, and they shut out the light as if it were an eclipse. At the 
habits, is met with, more or less according to circumstances, from approach of the Hawk, their sublime and beautiful aerial evolu- 

Mexico to Hudson’s Bay, in which inhospitable region they are tions are disturbed like the ruffling squall extending over the placid 

even seen in December weathering the severity of the climate with ocean; as a thundering torrent they rush together in a concen- 

indifference, and supporting themselves upon the meager buds of trating mass, and, heaving in undulating and glittering sweeps 

the juniper when the ground is hidden by inundating snows. In toward the earth, at length again proceed in lofty meanders, like 

the west they are found to the base of the northern Andes or the rushing of a mighty animated river. The evolutions of the 

Rocky Mountains, but do not appear to be known beyond this feeding Pigeons, as they circle round, are both beautiful and 
natural barrier to their devious wanderings. As might be sup- amusing. Alighting, they industriously search through the with- 
posed from its extraordinary history, it is found with peculiar ered leaves for their favorite mast. Those behind are continually 

strength of wing, moving through the air with extreme rapidity, rising and passing forward in front in such rapid succession that 

urging its flight also by quick and very muscular strokes. During the whole flock, still circling over the ground, seem yet on the 

the season ot amorous dress it often flies out in numerous hovering wing. As the sun begins to decline, they depart in a body for the 

circles; and while thus engaged, the tips of the great wing general roost, which is often hundreds of miles distant, and is 
feathers are heard to strike against each other, so as to produce a generally chosen in the tallest and thickest forests almost divested 

very audible sound. of underwood. 

‘¢ The almost incredible and unparalleled associations which the ‘Nothing can exceed the waste and desolation of these noctur- 

species form with each other appear to have no relation with the nal resorts; the vegetation becomes buried by their excrements to 

usual motives to migration among other birds. A general and the depth of several inches. The tall trees, for thousands of acres, 

mutual attachment seems to occasion this congregating propensity. are completely killed, and the ground strewed with mossy branches 

Nearly the whole species, which at any one time inhabit the con- torn down by the clustering weight of the birds which have rested 

tinent, are found together in the same place. They do not fly from upon them. The whole region for several years presents a con- 

climate, as they are capable of enduring its severity and extremes. tinued scene of devastation, as if swept by the resistless blast of a 

They are even found to breed in the latitude of 51 degrees, round whirlwind.” 
Hudson’s Bay, and the interior of New Hampshire, as well as in The migrations of the Passenger Pigeon seem to be undertaken 

the 32d degree in the dense forests of the great valley of the Mis- more in search of better feeding-places than of a desire to avoid 

sissippi. The accidental situation of their food alone directs all cold climates. They are found in the northern part of this con- 2 

their movements. While this continues to be supplied, they some- tinent as late as December and January. Their appearance is 

times remain sedentary in a particular district, as in the dense casual and irregular, like the Crossbills; they visit districts for 

forests of Kentucky, where the great body remained for years in several consecutive years regular and in large numbers, and then 

succession, and were scarcely elsewhere to be found; and here, for a time there is not a single pair of them to be seen. Almost 

at length, when the mast happened to fail, they disappeared frr every year large flocks of the Passenger Pigeon can be seen in 

several years. the several parts of North America, but they are only straggling 

‘The rapidity of flight, so necessary in their vast domestic parties. The large flocks are mostly seen in the Western States, 

movements, is sufficiently remarkable. The Pigeons killed near where there is an abundance of food. As a general thing, it 
the city of New York have been found with their crops full of rice, creates considerable excitement among the people when a Pigeon- 

collected in the plantations of Georgia or Carolina; and as this roost is discovered. Parties will come a great distance, armed 
kind of food is digested by them entirely in twelve hours, they with any kind of a gun or shooting-arm, to enjoy the sport and 
must have traveled probably three or four hundred miles in about procure their part of the spoils. Toward night, when the birds 
half of that time, or have sped at the rate of a mile a minute. return to the roost from their feeding-places, the shooting com- 
With a velocity like this, our Pigeon might visit the shores of mences, the sportsman selecting his ground for his particular 
Europe in less than three days; and, in fact, according to Flem- shooting-place. The Pigeons that are not wounded so as to drop 

. ming, a straggler was actually shot in Scotland in the winter of down, fly off soon after the discharge by the gunner; and before 
1825. Associated with this rapidity of flight must also be the the hunter has reloaded his field-piece, others have taken the place, 
extent and acuteness of their vision, or otherwise the object of and the shooting is repeated as long as there is light to attend to 
their motions would be nugatory: so that, while thus darting over the guns. Collections are usually made in the morning, the sup- 
the country almost with the velocity of thought, they still keep up ply generally being sufficient for all. 
a strict survey for their fare; and, in passing over a sterile region, A curious circumstance regarding these birds is, that in a single 
sail high in the air with a widely extended front, but instantly drop tree I found sixty-two nests, and by far the most nests contained 
their flight at the prospect of food, flying low till they alight near but one young Pigeon. Whenever there are two young squabs in 
an ample supply. the same nest, they are invariably a pair—male and female. The 

«©The associated numbers of Wild Pigeons, the numerous flocks breeding-place of the Passenger Pigeon is always chosen with 
which compose the general swarm, are without any other parallel good judgment, usually a high-timbered forest, where there is an 
in the history of the feathered race; they can, indeed, alone be abundance of beech-nuts and acorns, and where water is not far 
compared to the finny shoals of herrings, which, descending from distant. The highest trees are selected to build their nests in. 
the arctic regions, discolor and fill the ocean to the extent of mighty The voice of the bird at this interesting time is soft, resembling 
kingdoms. To talk of hundreds of millions of individuals of the the words ‘coo, coo, coo,” while at other times they will utter a 
same species habitually associated in feeding, roosting, and breed- quick ‘‘ki, ki, ki.”. The male shows at this time a proud carriage, 
ing, without any regard to climate or season as an operating cause and follows his chosen female, on the ground as on the branches, 
in their gregarious movements, would at first appear to be wholly with spread tail and hanging wing, which he seems to drag after 
incredible, if not borne out by the numerous testimony of all the him. The body is carried in a more perpendicular position, the 
inhabitants of the neighboring districts. The approach of the head being pressed forward ; his eyes sparkle; he utters his ‘coo, 
mighty feathered army with a loud rushing roar and a stirring coo, coo,” lifting now and then his dropping wings, and flies a few 
breeze, attended by a sudden darkness, might be mistaken for a yards forward, returning to his beloved female with caresses, and 
fearful tornado about to overwhelm the face of nature. For feeding her from his crop. After these preludes they commence 
several hours together, the vast host, extending some miles in to build the nest. This consists of a few dry twigs in the fork of a 
breadth, still continues to pass in flocks without diminution. The branch, and is very loosely put together, single trees containing 
whole air is filled with them; their muting resembles a shower of from fifty to a hundred nests. The eggs which the nest contains



PL. XXX 

a N SO 
g aD 
FE 

sy sy rr ee f fap oS 

Hy Pi eae ie 
» ABS hd eS i 

a mm i; = Se if “FAS Lye BE Mp 

Se [Nf Nee Oh ta Ai 

mS YQ, Ee Hits — Ne tg 

a3 \ ee an 77) 4 

4 \h : ee. Msi ghrin., y 

Naa is ai cea) gy 
Wee ae a a F 

st if ho aS 

ry ae CO 
s x So See Vi 

Se 
Se Ly 

Ae 
Draesi/ d age 

\ ay). : La” Mh 
Wis he - Ht)’ ye 

1 age : ed Se By sy 

ae = eee NG ee. ee 

ine SS 
BE ee ——S Se ie | egal!’ 
cal A ae = : 8 ian a iy , ‘i 

Abn CARRS MNES Menta 7/4) Sie SN! Hae iL. iy vil lig 

aT Was 4 hee PAAR RI 015 cS : i ee Bi A) hte k A aiy y: 

NEA eS ee Re ee 
| 4 pe 7 UB eine eae pg et 1B Sa «te ae Ui bile By All asi) hi if 

yy ay : ay ya L LA RS SNS : ie! Mee ee na} i eT FLY 

ey Ee aS ee ae) ee WEG TI SO ORES a me al’ d 

SS eee ee 
ae oS Ss PAN —. Ce 

= PS eee Te me ii dae 

| “ax a See ae 
Ae OE Ee Pe 

oe AS eM.“ ae OS : 

Ss A 7a 
oes Ds eee Ve OF, Yi ae ps 

ity be MED ib LE de Ss 

i TON 
VOIR ON ar



eh yy pose ies pee ire te eae 
Fe eegRM Re Tice pe echt ME eet ot cee : = iste ee ODS It asper ed) nee ST Mee TC u 

Pee ees ee Wye ea hale chap ee 
Pee eer oe RE eee ala 

emg torte) Pir eres Pee Sir SOTA Gee ee 1 Ge Se ae a fae 
eee) ee eee avis iy es pees oe 
aie b. 34 ban a= reer pees? irl ‘ i v iid Ai i i pee Lee eta eat eee ee SL PLS Le elanarsep ert poms gigi psig saga aol saan 

ere ol af ae Parad ae oe eel adie ee Pye en STS nt veo ee, ee 
E a (oe FS Pepe oe Ee Sido phew Ce etn sis el creer Ag cole aa 
eS gM ay 2 joe wc, 2 ws spas ayo ea, peg iene a Ne ea ee eee ees ote pe 0 Torey ay |S ea Pe Pus Sere 2) PSS Sips Sa iste tha — a ey 

es. cae hie eae ne a ea eee 2 ee ea Dt ke ‘Ss gee fh 
eo) aie ay ts : cette gy he ier OS pean Ne oe es a a fe — : ei er ee ier ene Potees qahtu Ge Cee asl abe aa toh a cha aa as ee : 
a mt cs ah oa A ror * 4 ae SP ry ad ees as” ii we vine “a ai, Syidcia eae te 
11 aren ce Linea Fi é ; ae : . ons pre hE AG SS eae 
Be te BOR eek ss |e oa ane Gl rs = Hos A bal ieee ia eaten iB 
Reser ot: CATR ine Coupee nt = ; so = yew AT : : hse St eel ; ts eee E 4 a = ae eee eae 
ie <5" an net + heart / pains : ae ie aa LS teseaceca yo een 

eee all pe eae ig ‘ i i ade ait 7 tee ee : (at ee eae 

a oe Shae ey Sure ls. i IES Su Rie ee aaa 7) RIC, 3 rae aera reer) ; F eT EME ee rye Ee = 5 ; ices y: atin, ahh (Ide om ot: eRe | eee 
i ees! tat eae ee us Fag te : r. ares 7 Rea spaces i yee ele 37 5 hast? er ; j | ane eae ae juke aoe le, ee 
a SU & tei hh se * 7) a = k uit ee pe) aoe ies Meee ore 
; eee te aa aeaae “1 tll f Rey Re oiak eee ree) sete 

* iS Where. rl af i iy eri : Le 7 Be fe Oe act ae eee na ei co See a 4 LE ae. 3 é oui ass Rr iegaeeaie cs. Tara 
ie Baten s eek : nie EAA Ae ies 

11 RST S ASO ns Map Di Se Sy mee Ole is elie 
ae 12) Rieder peat “tae Cie an! a , ; ae Sb naan 
at pee ea ts : a eee eae en at oo ae ee 

ES oe ; ; ee Pe F ‘ DO Msg? aa set ars ee 

| | | a 
i 2 ane see ee r ; ey Dae bs on 

3 so, ir aad aes owe 

; i i be ze CR eka 4 
. , =. P ie 

‘ e 5 

4 
: k 

" : 2 ee : : ; : 

. E f Bini a : oat" B 

; y Le i i iF tL eae 

3 ' ; oo =} 

2 ores ; ‘i i« ora SoeeS di 1h 

a * 4 : es + aS Bye fe “! a aes : : et E ¥ 2 rt 40 ik Te las ( 4 

; {2 : gs f eh oo 

; , re st ise 3 ; wh y . ay 

: Aga et My E ; emt eee 
’ ‘ £ at : E My 

Ee soap es : 2 r oi : rag ae re oe 
ea Alay ere ! , eee sic Haina t Co oe 

Tacs oy 7 z x = . : ae ieee aie 

es See jae 5 fee So eee 

_ water oe. z ? : 4 [Lekseentes «eos oS Eager To aetat 
sia. web Bela: 3 q ores ty 2 ieee DTS Ree pe et ue eee see Seen 

ee oe a tes Bas Beets te 
pees. cape oe nel Aras phe f°) Pore 7 paeelebpabes foil - 

ee ag Brest ; . 3 a elects : Lapa fe a 

2 eee Saar ; ; : : "ao honda Be, 7 

Pre es ee ees : gid ul erection] Ooo a 
erien ir ge credits | iieiec~ (7 x : : 2 eal een! SS RR er ae eee i “vs Eh. Sa Vinten alalliale—5A ee ae 
ee me is ees oi hie vedic ie cif?) Seapemee Rte << . cn ta 
eS van slat ba : chp aie cole ame aie a SHEE Ress ie ae pee Bo eee apie f : 7, 3 oy  § Ne aie ee a eS ae Sas 

Loe Oo ae tad) - c DENS) Sy es SERS een Fl 
i ee ee : iv i ae 1-3 a aa oe haan bei 

Sits: eo Bia Bt a = j oe esa : tase rea batt ilar ae cee aa 

eres meets co) 2d oe a tee ule oii ooh) ey z (gh Saul Tete ee ae / 

eee Reeth eget ee Nee er tnsly ene: t x wa PS gl SS OR a aac cel a eM : iat areca le ie US ye aes nae one ee 
aa i E Shere ed fie i= ar ipa: ree araen, te Be AE Ses en cel ona opted ss F: ena ace Megas eit rg a eae ee ao ; - = <u ogeal aap eae 5 
Petes ise: Geb en ee saa asin ie alah Faas <i oaaieg - Z a ieee 
eer ire hime ce) ee ee 207 ee eae aoe to Se att ae ee 

nage Beier ea reer a ere SES CGT gl on Le need og Ba ies WSs ihe gt cea 
Passe Ne eat oy he eye se) (onde «ee ine AN pas ceo eR 

i Bee tae aoe ee ee tee caer iC 8 lea eee ee 
Re recite ATE Ne So Po LO len a ae 530 nae aS ie ee tai aeeeae: 

= Ce Se eee wa oe a Ne eget oe eee 
ae are hen ea eR kis Te, 2 geo oi ee aa a 

Se ahs eee Se PN es ee ee



RED-TAILED HAWK. 87 ee 
are much rounded and pure white, the full complement being two Ornithology of the United States and of Canada,” gives the follow- 
to a nest. While the female sits, she is fed by the male, who ing interesting description of the Red-tailed Hawk or Buzzard: 
during this time shows great care and tenderness for his mate. ‘«This beautiful Buzzard inhabits most parts of the United States, 
The young are fed by both parents until they are able to take care being observed from Canada to Florida; also, far westward up the 
of themselves, after which they leave their parents and begin to Missouri, and even on the coasts of the Northern Pacific ocean. 
wander. : + + The young birds soon become very submissive, and allow 

The flesh of the Wild Pigeon is in no great esteem, it being themselves to be handled with impunity by those who feed them. 
rather dry and of a very dark color, although when kept in The older birds sometimes contest with each other in the air about 
cages and fed on corn and buckwheat for some time, their flesh their prey, and nearly or wholly descend to the earth grappled in 
acquires great superiority. each other’s talons. Though this species has the general aspect of 

In captivity, the Passenger Pigeon is easily kept for a number the Buzzard, its manners are very similar to those of the Goshawk. 
of years, and readily propagate. There is no zoological garden It is equally fierce and predatory, prowling around the farm often - 
where this species is wanting. when straitened for food, and seizing now and then a hen or 

chicken, which it snatches by making a lateral approach. It 
sweeps along near the surface of the ground, and, grasping the 

Ss prey in his talons, bears it away to devour in some place of secu- 
rity These depredations on the farm-yard happen, however, only 

PLATE XXX. in the winter. At all other seasons this is one of the shyest and 
most difficult birds to approach. They will at times pounce upon 

The Redstailed Hawk. (Buteo Borealis.) rabbits and considerable sized birds, particularly Larks, and have 
: been observed in the Southern States perseveringly to pursue 

The Red-tailed Hawk is an inhabitant of a large extent of terri- ae from bough to bough until they are overtaken and seized 
tory of this continent, but is mostly found from Upper Canada pars ig ‘Ebey ‘are frequently gee 80s WH ae ae 
down the whole of the Atlantic coast to the Gulf of Mexico, and ee Biases na Sage ate pesalenS and also (ee8 upes is occasionally met with in the Rocky Mountains. The Red- lizards, appearing, indeed, often content with the most humble 

tailed Hawk is not so numerous as some other large Hawks that ee 1 a a d 
are found in North America. In winter, it chiefly frequents low, ey mena Desseoc en ee ruchy altached ts 
swampy grounds covered by willows, in which four or five of this — cme 2 yet ey often fag it sonven eat ae promtabie HOSED species may be found eagerly watching on an old stump of a wil- arate in hunting their prey, about which they would readily quarrel 

low for small quadrupeds, frogs, etc., which usually form part of tours comes Thougs oe their food. This bird of prey will also, when a good opportunity in indolence, while perched in some tall and deadened tree, yet at 

offers, attack poultry, by singling out a chicken, and, sweeping pists ney ae Pe soon Meating We: peguae 22 ay By eee 
low and swiftly over it, grasp it with its tallows, and bear it off all direetions 19 oe gente. BS Seeeae ee alee pietee 
toward the woods for food. Unlike others of his kindred, chicken- Pees hy aseending fo Avast nee Hie tie eee 
hunting is not a regular occupation of this bird; it is only occa- Eagie. Ona Bae Crean oe ae a oy Janeiey, in osths sionally, and then by surprising a stray one. Carolina, I observed one of these birds leave its withered perch, 

Wilson says:* «1 am sorry to say »_describing his figures— and, soaring aloft over the wild landscape in a mood of contem- 
‘are almost all I have to give toward elucidating their history. plation, begin to ascend toward the thin skirting of elevated clouds 

Birds, naturally thinly dispersed over a vast extent of country ; plah pans ot feng Need eo Dodedary, oe ele 
: retiring during summer to the depth of the forests to breed; ap- le poreved = soon cies ay is ase mais pach in 8 

proaching the habitations of man, like other thieves and plunder- Tile mine, by circblar abceating gyiaucns iley Poe cases ers, with shy and cautious jealousy; seldom permitting a near in the clear azure of the heavens; and though I waited for their 
advance; subject to great changes of plumage; and, since the Teappearance half an hour, they still Continued to be wholly in- 

decline of falconry, seldom or never domesticated—offer to those visible. ‘This amusement, or preailection for the cooler Tegious ot 
who wish eagerly to investigate their history, and to delineate a sbmoeplete; eee eee = neo a eae 
their particular character and manners, great and insurmountable birds. In numerous. pee nees this CHEICISE must be wholly inde- 
difficulties. Little more can be done in such cases than to identify peuiey ee Pee eae ae 
the species, and trace it through the various quarters of the world Besides’ the “Halcon descend deck ypon ea 
where it has been certainly met with. The Red-tailed Hawk is es eee ee _ the: prowl, Ay eee = 
most frequently seen in the lower parts of Pennsylvania during the surface of tne grcun and offen ‘walt ana watch 40 ue a! 
severity of winter. Among the extensive meadows that. border upon their victims before they can take the alarm. Indeed, the 
the Schuylkill and Delaware, below Philadelphia, where flocks Condor frequents and rests one the summit of the Aude alee 
of Larks (Alauda magna) and mice and moles are in great which they are seen to soar in the boundless ocean of space, 
abundance, many individuals of this Hawk spend the greater part enjoying the apap etaune and rarified atmosphere, and only ae 

' of the winter. Others prowl around the plantations, looking out for scending to the plains py Hens apes Dy ne Sane. of buggers 
vagrant chickens; their method of seizing which is by sweeping The nest of this species is built early in March, in the fou ot 
swiftly over the spot, and, grappling them with their talons, bear asthe, preity ugh’ trom: the “ground; and is composed sot sucks, them away to the woods. stalks of rushes, etc., and is lined inside with some fibers, dry 

“This species inhabits the whole of the United States, and, I rushes, and dry Brass) and contains WO} and sometimes three, 
believe, is not migratory, as I found it, in the month of May, as dirty-white eggs, with a coarsely grained shell, and of a Aad 
far south as Fort Adams, in the Mississippi territory. The young Proportionally large size. “The young aes ais frst coveted ayn 
were, at that time, nearly as large as their parents, and were very a soft white down, and have a peculiarly clumsy appearance. - 
clamorous, making an incessant squealing noise. One which I They soon develop, and become able to Bo ee 

: shot contained in his stomach mingled fragments of frogs and In color, the young of this bird are different for the first sea- 
lizards.” son, which has frequently caused some Ornithologists to class them 
Thomas Nuttall, A. M., F. L. S., etc., in his “Manual of the as a separate species, under the name White-breasted Hawk, or 
eee American Buzzard (Falco leverianus). The general appear- 

* Page 450. ance of the bird indicates that it is no other than the young of



88 KINGBIRD, OR TYRANT FLY-CATCHER. 
gs 

the Red-tailed Hawk. In the old bird, it is often found that a certain grave of his prey. Beetles, grasshoppers, crickets, and 
difference of their colorings exist. For instance, on some the tail winged insects of all descriptions form his principal summer food. 
1s slightly barred with darker color, and also sprinkled over with I have also seen them collecting the canker-worms from the 
fine spots of darker color toward the tip; on others, the tail has elm. Toward autumn, as various kinds of berries ripen, they 
only, toward the tip, one single darker bar, and on others, the constitute a very considerable and favorite part of his subsist- 
whole of the under side is white. These differences are undoubt- ence. But with the exception of currants (of which he only eats 
edly the result of age. The full-grown male and female are perhaps when confined), he refuses all exotic productions, con- 
nearly alike in their colors. The male bird is about two inches tenting himself with blackberries, whortleberries, those of the 
shorter than the female, the length of the Red-tailed Hawk sassafras, cornel, viburnum, elder, poke, and five-leaved ivy 
being about twenty to twenty-two inches. (Cissus hederacea). Raisins, foreign currants, grapes, cher 

The coloring of the young of this species is as follows: Cere, ries, peaches, peas, and apples were never even tasted, when 
pale green ; bill, pale blue, black at the point; eye, light amber or offered to a bird of this kind, which I had many months as 
straw color; eyebrow, projecting; head, broad, flat, and rather my pensioner; of the last, when roasted, sometimes, however, 
large; upper part of the head, sides of the neck, and back, brown, a few mouthfuls were relished, in the absence of other more 
streaked and seamed with white; scapulary and wing coverts, agreeable diet. Berries he always swallowed whole; grass- 
spotted with white; quill-feathers, blackish; tail coverts, white, hoppers, if too large, were pounded and broken on the floor, 
handsomely barred with yellowish brown; tail, somewhat rounded, as he held them in his bill. To manage the larger beetles 
light brown, or varying to a sorrel color, crossed with nine or ten was not so easy. These he struck repeatedly against the ground, 
dark bars, and tipped with white ; wings, brown, and barred with and then turned them from side to side, by throwing them 
dusky; the inner vanes are nearly all white, thinly marked with dexterously into the air, after the manner of the Toucan, and the 
minute dots of nut color, less bright yellow-feathered half-way insect was uniformly caught reversed, as it descended, with the 
down ; belly, broadly spotted with black, or deep brown; the tips agility of a practiced cup-and-ball player. At length the pieces 
of the wings reach down to within three inches of the tip of the of the beetle were swallowed, and he remained still to digest 
tail. his morsel, tasting it distinctly soon after it entered his stomach, 

Plate XXX. gives a correct representation of the colorings as became obvious by the ruminating motion of his mandi- 
of the full-grown male and female Red-tailed Hawk. Mes. When the soluble portion was taken up, large pellets of 

the indigestible legs, wings, and shell, as likewise the skins 
and seeds of berries, were, in half an hour or less, brought up, 

SUH eee and ejected from the mouth, in the manner of the Hawks and 
Owls. When other food failed, he appeared very well satis- 

PLATE XXXI. fied with fresh minced-meat, and drank water frequently, even 
during the severe frosts of January, which he endured with- 

The Kingbird, or Tyrant Fly-catcher. (Zyrannus Carolinensus.) out much difficulty, basking, however, like Diogenes, in the 
feeble beams of the sun, which he followed round the room of 

Fig. 1, Male. Fig. 2, Female. his confinement, well satisfied when no intruder or companion 
Nuttall says: threw him into the shade. Some very cold evenings he had 
‘This well-known, remarkable, and pugnacious bird takes the sagacity to retire under the shelter of a depending bed-quilt; 

up his summer residence in all the intermediate region from was very much pleased with the warmth and brilliancy of lamp- 
the temperate parts of Mexico to the uninhabited and remote light, and would eat freely at any hour of the night. Unac- 
interior of Canada, being seen by Mr. Say at Pembina, latitude 49 quainted with the deceptive nature of shadows, he sometimes 
degrees, and by Dr. Richardson, in the 57th parallel. In all snatched at them for the substances they resembled. Unlike 
this vast geographical range, the Kingbird seeks his food and the Vieros, he retired to rest without hiding his head in the 
rears his young. According to Audubon, they appear in Lou- wing, and was extremely watchful, though not abroad till after 
isiana by the middle of March, and about the 20th of April, sunrise. His taciturnity and disinclination to friendship and 
Wilson remarked their arrival in Pennsylvania in small parties of familiarity in confinement were striking traits. His restless, 
five or six, but they are seldom seen in this part of New England quick, and side-glancing eye enabled him to follow the motions 
before the middle of May. They are now silent and peaceable, of his flying insect prey, and to ascertain precisely the infalli- 
until they begin to pair and form their nests, which takes place ble instant of attack. He readily caught morsels of food in 
from the first to the last week in May, or early in June, accord- his bill before they reached the ground, when thrown across 
ing to the advancement of the season in the latitudes of 40 and the room, and, on these occasions, seemed pleased with making 
43 degrees. The nest is usually built in the orchard, on the the necessary exertions. He had also a practice of cautiously 
horizontal branch of an apple or pear tree, and sometimes in an stretching out his neck, like a snake, and peeping about, either 
oak, in the adjoining forest, at various heights from the ground, to obtain sight of his food, to watch any approach of danger, or 
seldom carefully concealed, and firmly fixed at the bottom to the to examine anything that appeared strange. At length we be- 
supporting twig of the branch. The outside consists of coarse came so well acquainted, that when very hungry he would ex- 
stalks of dead grass and wiry weeds, the whole well connected press his gratitude on being fed, by a shrill twitter, and a lively 
and bedded with cut-weed ( Guaphalium plantagineum) down, look, which was the more remarkable, as at nearly all other 
tow, or an occasional rope-yarn and wool; it is then lined with times he was entirely silent. 
éry, slender grass, root fibers, and horse-hair. The eggs are gen- «‘In a natural state, he takes his station on the top of an apple- 
erally three to five, yellowish white, and marked with a few tree, a stake, or a tall weed, and, betwixt the amusement of his 
large, well-defined spots of deep and bright brown. They often squeaking twitter, employs himself in darting after his insect build and hatch twice in the season. food. Occasionally he is seen hovering over the field, with ‘*The Kingbird has no song, only a shrill guttural twitter, some- beating wing, almost like a Hawk, surveying the ground ot 
what like that of the Martin, but no way musical. At times, herbage for grasshoppers, which are a favorite diet. At other as he sits watching his prey, he calls to his mate with a harsh times they may be observed in small companies, flickering tshéiip, rather quickly pronounced, and attended with some action. over still waters, in the same employment—the gratification of As insects approach him, or as he darts after them, the snapping appetite. Now and then, during the heat of summer, they are of his bill is heard, like the snapping of a watch-case, and is the seen to dip and bathe in the watery mirror, and with this wash-
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KINGBIRD, OR TYRANT FLY-CATCHER. 39 aa a 

ing, drying, and pluming they appear to be both gratified and and pumpkins. Those noxious insects are the daily food of 
amused. During the season of their sojourn, the pair are often this bird, and he destroys, upon a very moderate average, some 
seen moving about in company, with a rapid quivering of the hundreds of them daily. The death of every Kingbird is 
wings, and a continued tremulous shrieking twitter. Their en- therefore an actual loss to the farmer, by multiplying the num- 
ergetic and amusing motions are most commonly performed in bers of destructive insects, and encouraging the depredations of 
warm and fine weather, and continue, with little interruption, Crows, Hawks, and Eagles, who avoid as much as possible 
until toward the close of August. his immediate vicinity. 

‘*One of the most remarkable traits in the character of the King- ‘For myself, I must say that the Kingbird possesses no common 
bird is the courage and affection which he displays for his share of my regard. I honor this little bird for his extreme 
mate and young; for, on his first arrival, he is rather timid, affection for his young, for his contempt of danger, and unex- 
and readily dodges before the Swallow and Purple Martin. ampled intrepidity; for his meekness of behavior when there 
Indeed, at this season, I have seen the Spotted Sandpiper are no calls on his courage, a quality which, even in the hu- 
(Lotanus macularius) drive away a pair of Kingbirds, because man race, is justly considered so noble: 
they happened to approach the premises of her nest. But he “Tn peace there’s nothing so becomes a man 
now becomes, on this important occasion, so tenacious of his As modest stillness and humility ; 
rights as readily to commence the attack against all his feathered But when the blast of war,’ etc. 
enemies, and he passes several months of the summer in a But, above all, I honor and esteem this little bird for the mill- 
scene of almost perpetual contest, and, not overrating his hos- ions of ruinous vermin which he rids us of, whose depreda- 
tile powers, he generally finds means to come off with im- tions in one season, but for the service of this and other 
punity. Eagles, Hawks, Crows, Jays, and, in short, every friendly birds, would far overbalance all the produce of the 
bird which excites his suspicion by their intentional or acci- bee-hive in fifty. 
dental approach, are attacked with skill and courage. He “As a friend to this persecuted bird, and an enemy to preju- 
dives upon the heads and backs of the larger intruders, who dices of every description, will the reader allow me to set this 
become so annoyed and tormented as willingly to make a matter in a somewhat clearer and stronger light, by present- 
precipitate retreat. He pursues his foes sometimes for a mile, ing him with a short practical epitome of the Kingbird’s history : 
and at length, assured of conquest, he returns to his promi- “¢ Far in the south, where vast Maragnon flows, 
nent watchground, again quivering his wings in gratulation, And boundless forests unknown wilds inclose ; 
and rapidly uttering his shrill and triumphant notes. He is, Vine-tangled shores and suffocating woods, — 
therefore, the friend of the farmer, as the scourge of the pil- Farched up withiheat or drowned with pouring foods; 
ferers and plunderers of his crop and barn-yerd. But, that Nnercieach See armas) pee 

. . And nature sad their ravages bewails ; he might not be perfectly harmless, he has sometimes a pro- Lol hish in aicsabecethme GaeHl t : 5 ' ; ! high in air, above those trackless wastes, pensity for feeding on the valuable tenants of the bee-hive; With spring’s return the Kingbird hither hastes ; 
for these he watches, and exultingly twitters at the prospect Coasts the famed gulf, and from his height explores 
of success, as they wing their way, engaged in busy employ- Its thousand streams, its long indented shores, 
ment. His quick-sighted eyes now follow them, until one, Its plains immense, wide opening on the day, 
more suitable than the rest, becomes his favorite mark. This Its lakes and isles, where feathered millions play : 
selected victim is by some farmers believed to be a drone, All tempt not him; till, gazing from on high, 
rather than the stinging neutral worker. The selective discern- Columbia’s regions wide below him lie ; 
ment of the eyes of this bird has often amused me: berries of Sooo ee ee aan 
different kinds held to my domestic Kingbird, however similar, There ne ns neo) ee pons 

= : : Ree eet ss Down, circling, he descends from azure heights, were rejected or snatched, as they suited his instinct, with the And onal blown ecestaeaiont 
nicest discrimination. ; ; = < 

“‘As the young acquire strength for their distant journey, they Ce ee ee ee eee 
may be seen, in August and September, assembled together, in See eee ney ete see ere es 

: 1 . c Sees brothers, comrades, every hour arrive ; almost silent, greedy, and watchful parties of a dozen or more, Hears humming round, the tenants of the hive: ; 
feeding on various berries, particularly those of the sassafras Love fires his breast ; he wooes, and soon is blest, 
and cornel, from which they sometimes drive away smaller And in the blooming orchard builds his nest. 

ae Eirias spar 38a eae Soe Se Nes supply “«¢ Come now, ye cowards! ye whom heaven disdains : 
diminishes. Indeed, my domestic allowed no other bird to live Who boast the happiest home—the richest plains; 
in peace near him; when feeding on similar food, and though On whom, perchance, a wife, an infant’s eye 
lame of a wing, he often watched his opportunity for reprisal Hang as their hope, and on your arm rely ; 
and revenge, and became so jealous, that, instead of being Yet, when the hour of danger and dismay 
amused by companions, sometimes he caught hold of them with Comes on your country, sneak in holes away, 

his bill, and seemed inclined to destroy them for invading his Shrink from the perils ye were bound to face, 
usurped privileges. And leave those babes and country to disgrace ; 

“In September, the Kingbird begins to leave the United States, Come here (if such we have), ye dastard herd! 
and proceeds to pass the winter in tropical America. During See eee eee c rey 
the period of migration southward, Audubon remarks that they “¢ When the speckled eggs within his nest appear, 
dy and sail though the air with great ease, at a considerable Then glows affection ardent and sincere ; 

elevation; and they thus continue their silent retreat throughout No discord sours him when pis mate Dee 
the night, until about the first of October, when they are no But cach year es a ness cae 

ithi imi i ayaa? For her repast he bears along the lea longer to be seen within the limits of the Middle States. The bloated valifty ant he Gaby fas 

Wilson says: Z : For her repose scours o’er th’ adjacent farm, 
“Whatever antipathy may prevail against him for depre- Where Hawks might dart, or lurking foes alarm: 

: dations on the drones, or, if you will, on the bees, I can For now abroad a band of ruffians prey— 
assure the cultivator that this bird is greatly his friend, in The Crows, the Cuckoo, and the insidious Jay ; 
destroying multitudes of insects, whose larva prey on the har- These, in the owner’s absence, all destroy, 
vests of his fields, particularly his corn, fruit-trees, cucumbers, And murder every hope and every joy. 

.



40 PIGEON HAWK. 
ee 

“Safe sits his brooding mate, her guardian, he, farther, as he speaks of having seen a small Hawk on the north 
Perched on the top of some tall, neighboring tree ; shore of Great Bear Lake, in latitude 66 degrees, which may 
Thence, from the thicket to the concave skies, have been a male as small as the one represented in my 
pe Wa outa ey etound ances eee plate. I found it very abundant in Texas early in May, when 
Viens, SS ee ee, I shot as many as five on a small island in a short time.” Fly in a fright the consecrated spot. Naat 
He drives the plundering Jay with honest scorn Mutall a Oe a é ae Be «“ d Back to his woods, the mocker to his thorn ; It is shy, skulking, and watchful, seldom venturing beyon 
Sweeps ’round the Cuckoo as the thief retreats; the unreclaimed forest, and flies rapidly, but, I believe, seldom 
Attacks the Crow, the daring Hawk defeats ; soars or hovers. Small birds or mice constitute his principal 
Darts on the Eagle downward from afar, food. . . . Sometimes, when shot at without effect, he will fly 
And ’midst the clouds, prolongs the whirling war. in circles around the gunner, and utter impatient shrieks, proba- 
All danger o’er, he hastens back elate, bly in apprehension for the safety of his mate, or to communicate 
To guard his post, and feed his faithful mate. a cry of alarm.” 

“** Behold him now, his little family flown; Wilson writes : 
Meek, unassuming, silent, and alone. ‘*This small Hawk possesses great spirit and rapidity of 
Lured by the well-known hum of favorite bees, flight. He is generally migratory in the Middle and Northern 
As low he hovers o’er the garden trees, States, arriving in Pennsylvania early in spring, and extending 
(For all have failings, passions, whims that lead, his migrations as far north as Hudson’s Bay. After building and 
Some favorite wish, some appetite to feed,) 3 rearing his young, he retires to the South early in November. . . « 
Beet Ne het od Roms the pearites spies When the Reed-birds, Grakles, and Red-winged Blackbirds 
The circling stream of humming insects rise ; : . f : : Setce tieprey ders caine busy creed. congregate in large flights, he is often observed hovering in 
And shrilly twitters o’er his savory food. their rear, or on their flanks, picking up the weak, the wounded, 

or stragglers, and frequently making a sudden and fatal sweep 
‘‘Ah! ill-timed triumph ! direful note to thee, into the very midst of their multitudes. The flocks of Robins 

peu Buidee by murderer to tie aa fee and Pigeons are honored with the same attentions from this See where he skulks! and takes his gloomy stand, . : : | ‘The deep-charged musket hanging in his hand; marauder, whose daily excursions are entirely regulated by the 
And, gaunt for blood, he leans it on a rest, movements of the great body on whose unfortunate members he 

Prepared, and pointed at thy snow-white breast. fattens. 
Ah! friend, good friend, forbear that barbarous deed ; “TI can not, in imitation of European naturalists, embellish the 
Against it valor, goodness, pity plead. history of this species with anecdotes of its exploits in falconry. 
If e’er a family’s griefs, a widow’s woe, This science, if it may be so called, is among the few that have 
Have reached thy soul, in mercy let him go! never yet traveled across the Atlantic. Neither does it appear 
Yet, should the tear of pity naught avail, that the idea of training our Hawks or Eagles to the chase 
Let interest speak, let gratitude prevail. ever suggested itself to any of the Indian nations of North : Kill not thy friend, who thy whole harvest shields, America. The Tartars, however, from whom, according to 
And sweeps ten thousand vermin from thy fields. : . f these natlonstonoimated have lon ee 
Think how this dauntless bird, thy poultry’s guard, cotta eee ene, 2 : é 8 u : ‘s Drove every Hawk and Eagle from thy yard; celled in the practice of this sport, which is indeed better suited to 
Watched round the cattle as they fed, and slew an open country than to one covered with forests. Though once 
The hungry blackening swarms that round them flew. so honorable and universal, it is now much disused in Europe, and 

in Britain is nearly extinct.” 

The Pigeon Hawk is from eleven to twelve, and sometimes 

found thirteen inches long, and about twenty-three inches broad. 

The whole upper parts, except the tail, are of a dark brown; the 

tail is crossed with bars of lighter color, and tipped with dirty- 

The Pigeon Hawk. (/alco Columbarius.) white; the quill-feathers are still darker brown, almost black, 
Fig 3 Female “ele 4 Male and near their tips seamed with dull white—their inner vanes 

: E marked with rounded spots of light reddish brown; the bill 
This spirited little Hawk, excepting in size, resembles very is proportionately strong, short, and stoutly toothed, and is of a 

closely the famed Peregrine Falcon. light bluish color, black toward the tip; the naked skin surround- 
Dr. Elliott Coues describes this species as follows: ing the eyes is greenish, as is also the cere; the temples, and a 
“Adult male: above, ashy-blue, sometimes almost blackish, barely perceptible line over the eye, are light brown. The lower 

sometimes much paler; below, pale fulvous, or ochraceous, whit- parts are of a light yellowish brown, or a brownish white, and 
ish on the throat; the breasts and sides with large oblong dark- streaked with dark brown; toward the femoral feathers these 
brown spots, with black shaft lines; the tibize reddish, streaked streaks take more the shape of arrow-heads. The feet and legs 
with brown; inner webs of primaries with about eight transverse are yellow, the claws bluish black; the wings are long, reach- 
white or whitish spots; tail tipped with white, and with the outer ing, when closed, within an inch of the tip of the tail; the second 
feather whitening, with a broad subterminal black zone and three and third of the primaries are the largest, and of the same length ; 
or four black bands alternating with whitish; cere, greenish yel- the iris is a bright, deep hazel color. The female is usually an 
low; feet, yellow. Female, with the upper parts ashy-brown ; inch and a half longer than the male, and of a deeper color; 
the tail with four or five indistinct whitish bands; about thirteen— otherwise it is marked in the same manner as the male. From 
wing, eight; tail, five.” the corner of the mouth in both, a somewhat darker line runs 

Says Audubon : toward the shoulders, bearing some similarity to that which char- 
«The Pigeon Hawk ranges very extensively over the United acterizes the Peregrine Falcon. 

States, and extends its migrations far beyond their limits on The nest of this little filibuster is built in different places: some- 
either side. Mr. Townsend found it on the Rocky Mountains, times in the hollow of a tree; on the top of an old stump, some 
as well as along the shores of the Columbia river. Dr. Rich- fifteen or twenty feet above the ground; in the hollow of a rock, 
ardson mentions it as not uncommon about York Factory, in and on the branches of a tree near the trunk. It consists of small 
latitude 57 degrees, and it is not improbable that it wanders branches, twigs, thin sticks, fibrous roots, and dry grass, and lined
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CRESTED FLY-CATCHER—RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER. Al 
a ae RS cee eS eee 

inside a little with fine dry grass, and a few feathers. Its eggs of nature, and in them might meet with as much gratitude as that 
are usually three, of a dirty-white color, and marked with reddish expressed by the young Fly-catchers toward their anxious parents. 
spots or dots. The young are at first covered with a light-colored The family remain much together while in the United States, and 
down, but are soon full-fledged. In the latter part of the fall, the go off in company early in September. This species, like the 
Pigeon Hawk retires with the Blackbirds toward the South. Tyrant Fly-catcher, migrates by day, and, during its journey, is 

seen passing at a great height. The squeak or sharp note of the 

Great Crested Fly-catcher is easily distinguished from that of any 
Seeger of the genus, as it transcends all others in shrillness, and is heard 

: mostly in those dark woods, where, recluse-like, it seems to de- 
PLATE XXXII. light. During the love-season, and so long as the male is paying 

his addresses to the female, or proving to her that he is happy in 
The Great Crested Fly-catcher. (Adyiarchus crinitus.) her society, it is heard for hours, both at early dawn and some- 

Fig. 1. times after sunset; but as soon as the young are out, the whole 
. . ae 5 és family are mute. 

This beautiful bird is mostly an inhabitant of the forests, and The nest of this bird is usually built in the hollow of a tree, in 
much more so than the Tyrant Fly-catcher, and consequently is the excavation made by the Woodpecker, or a vacant hollow de- 
not so well known. According to Nuttall, this species, nearly un- serted by a Blue-bird. It is very artlessly constructed of differ- 
known in New England, arrives in Pennsylvania early in May, ent kinds of materials, such as dry grass, feathers, hogs’ bristles, 
and builds his nest in the deserted holes of the Woodpecker or horse hair, fibrous roots, and pieces of cast snake-skins. Snake- 
Blue-bird. He also frequents the orchard, and is equally fond of skins with this bird appear to be an indispensable article; nests 
pee Seas King-bird. ps Berather “note than a harsh are seldom, if ever, found without this material forming a part of 
ee is ibe patp, ‘pelp, paytp,'paywip, with'a- | inom. ‘The female lays four eggs of a dull cream color, thickly 
Boer coco woeeareteey lable. He preys: actively on in- scratched with purple lines of various tints, as if done with a pen. 
sects, which he collects from his stand, and, in short, has most of 
the manners and physiognomy of the whole section or family to 
which he belongs. The nest being formed in the hollow of a The Red-bellied Woodpecker. (Centurus carolinus.) 
tree, the materials are consequently scant, but somewhat novel, : “ 
being, according to Catesby and Wilson, a little loose hay and PBS Ct eee eas 
large feathers, with hogs’ bristles, dogs’ hair, and pieces of cast This species is a visitor to a large extent of country. It is found 
snake-skins, the last of which, though an extraordinary material, from Upper Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, and from near the 
is rarely wanting, its elastic softness forming a suitable bed for the Rocky Mountains down to the Atlantic coast. Audubon says: 
young. The eggs are four, of a dull white, thickly marked with ‘‘J have found it from Texas to the extremities of the Brit- 
scratches and purple lines of various tints, as if laid on with a pen. ish provinces of Nova Scotia, and as far inland as I have trav- 
The note of the male appears often delivered in anger and impa- eled. It appears, however, that it does not inhabit the fur coun- 
tience, and he defends his retreat from the access of all other tries, as no mention is made of it by Dr. Richardson in the Fauna 
birds, with the tyrannic insolence characteristic of the King-bird. Boreali-Americana. It is generally more confined to the interior 

Toward the end of summer, they feed on berries of various of the forests, especially during the time of its breeding, than the 
kinds, being particularly partial to poke-berries and whortle-ber- Hairy Woodpecker, although, in winter, I have found it quite as 
ries, which, for a time, seem to constitute the principal food of the easily approached. In autumn, it frequently occurs in the corn- 
young. They remain in the Middle States till about the middle fields, where it takes its share of the grain, in common with the 
of September, when they retire to tropical America. I observed Hairy, the Downy, and other Woodpeckers. It is a lively and 
a pair in an orchard at Acton, Mass. They had reared a brood active bird, fond of rolling its tappings against the decayed top- 
in the vicinity, and still appeared very stationary on the premises ; branches of trees, often launching forth after passing insects, and 
their harsh payup, and sometimes a slender twittering, as they took feeding during winter on all such berries as it can procure. Its 
the perch, were heard almost from morn to night, and resembled flight is strong and better sustained than that of the Yellow-bellied 
at first the chirp of the Robin. According to Wilson, they possess or Hairy Woodpeckers, and, like the Golden-winged species, it not 
strong traits of their particular cas¢e, and are all remarkably dex- unfrequently alights across the smaller branches of the trees, a 
terous at their profession of fly-catching. In the woods, his harsh habit which, I assure you, is oftener exhibited than has been sup- 
sgueak—for he has no song—is occasionally heard above most posed, by all our species of this interesting tribe of birds. Ac- 
others. He also visits the orchard; is equally fond of bees, but cording to Nuttall, this species inhabits the whole North American 
wants the courage and magnanimity of the King-bird. According continent, from the interior of Canada to Florida, and even the 
to Audubon, the Great Crested Fly-catcher arrives in Louisiana island of Jamaica, in all of which countries it probably rears its 
and the adjacent country in March. Many remain there and young, migrating only partially from the colder regions. The 
breed, but the greater number advance toward the Middle States, Red-bellied Woodpecker dwells in the solitude of the forest; 
and disperse among the lofty woods, preferring, at all times, se- amidst the tall and decaying trees only, he seeks his less varied 
questered places. I have thought that they gave a preference to fare, and leads a life of roving wildness and independence, con- 
the high lands, and yet I have often observed them in the low, genial with his attachmert to freedom and liberty. Sometimes, 
sandy woods of New Jersey. Louisiana and the countries along however, on the invasion « his native haunts by the progress of 
the Mississippi, together with the State of Ohio, are the districts agriculture, he may be seen prowling among the dead and girdled 
most visited by this species in one direction; and, in another, the trees, which now afford him an augmented source of support; 
Atlantic States, as far as Massachusetts. In this last, however, it and, as a chief of the soil, he sometimes claims his native rights 
is very seldom met with, unless in the vicinity of the mountains, by collecting a small tithe from the usurping field of maize. His 
where occasionally some are found breeding. Farther eastward, loud and harsh call of ’tshow, ’tshow, ’tshow, ’tshow, reiterated 
it is entirely unknown. . . . No association takes place among like the barking of a cur, may often be heard, through the course 

: different families, and yet the solicitude of the male toward his of the day, to break the silence of the wilderness in which his 
mate, and of the parent birds toward their young, is exemplary. congenial tribe are almost the only residents. On a fine spring 
The latter are fed and taught to provide for themselves, with a morning, I have observed his desultory ascent up some dead and 
gentleness which might be copied by beings higher in the scale lofty pine, tapping at intervals, and dodging from side to side, as
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he ascended in a spiral line; at length, having gained the tower- ones barred with black and white, which, on the lower side, seems 
ing summit, while basking in the mild sunbeams, he surveys the to cross the whole vane, as in the figure; the extremities of the 

extensive landscape, and almost with the same reverberating whole tail, except the outer feathers, are black, sometimes touched 

sound as his blows, at intervals, he utters a loud and solitary with yellowish or cream color; the legs and feet are of a bluish- 

*cur’rh, in a tone as solemn as the tolling of the campanero; he green, and the iris of theeye red. The tongue, or os hyozdes, passes 

thus hearkens, as it were, to the shrill echoes of his own voice, and, up over the hind head, and is attached, by a very elastic, retrac- 

for an hour at a time, seems alone employed in contemplating, in tile membrane, to the base of the right nostril; the extremity of 
cherished solitude and security, the beauties and blessings of the the tongue is long, horny, very pointed, and thickly edged with 

rising day. barbs; the other part of the tongue is worm-shaped. 
Wilson writes: ‘*This species possesses all the restless and noisy 

habits so characteristic of its tribe. It is more shy and less domes- 

tic than the Red-headed one (P. erythrocephalus), or any of the Chicadee, or Black-capped Titmouse (Parus atricapillus). 

other spotted Woodpeckers. It is also more solitary. It prefers ; 

the largest, high-timbered woods, and tallest decayed trees of the Fig. 4. 

forest; seldom appearing near the ground, on the fences, or in or- 
chards, or open fields; yet, when the trees have been deadened, This familiar, hardy, and restless little bird chiefly inhabits the 

and stand pretty thick in fields of Indian corn, as is common in Northern and Middle States, as well as Canada, in which it is 

new settlements, I have observed it to be very numerous, and have even resident in winter, around Hudson’s Bay, and has been met 
found its stomach sometimes completely filled with that grain. Its with at sixty-two degrees on the northwest coast. In all the North- 
voice is hoarser than any of the others, and its usual note, ‘chow, ern and Middle States, during autumn and winter, families of these 
has often reminded me of the barking of a little lap-dog. It is a birds are seen chattering and roving through the woods, busily en- 

most expert climber, possessing extraordinary strength in the mus- gaged in gleaning their multifarious food, along with the Nut- 

cles of its feet and claws, and moves about the body and horizon- hatches and Creepers, the whole forming a busy, active, and noisy 

tal limbs of the trees, with equal facility, in all directions. It rat- | group, whose manners, food, and habits bring them together in a 
tles, like the rest of the tribe, on the dead limbs, and with such common pursuit. Their diet varies with the season; for, beside 

violence as to be heard, in still weather, more than half a mile off, insects, their larve, and eggs, of which they are more particularly 

and listens to hear the insects it has alarmed. In the lower side fond, in the month of September, they leave the woods, and as- 
of some lofty branch that makes a considerable angle with the semble familiarly in our orchards and gardens, and even enter the 

horizon, the male and female, in conjunction, dig out a circular thronging cities, in quest of that support which their native forests 

cavity for their nest, sometimes out of the solid wood, but more now deny them. Large seeds of many kinds, particularly those 

generally into a hollow limb, twelve or fifteen inches above where which are oily, as the seeds of the sun-flower, and pine and spruce 

it becomes solid. This is usually performed early in April. The | kernels, are now sought after. These seeds, in the usual manner 
female lays five eggs of a pure white, or almost semi-transparent, of the genus, are seized in the claws and held against the branch, 

and the young generally make their appearance toward the latter until picked open by the bill, to obtain their contents. Fat of va- 
end of May or beginning of June, climbing up to the higher parts rious kinds is also greedily eaten, and they regularly watch the 

of the tree, being as yet unable to fly. In this situation, they are retreat of the hog-killers, in the country, to glean up the fragments 

fed for several days, and often become the prey of the Hawks.’ of meat which adhere to the places where the carcases have been 

From seeing the old ones continuing their caresses after this period, suspended. At times, they feed upon the wax of the candle-berry 

I believe that they often, and perhaps always, produce two broods myrtle (myrica cerifera). They likewise pick up crumbs near 

in a season. During the greatest part of the summer, the young the houses, and search the weather-boards, and even the window- 

have the ridge of the neck and head of a dull brownish-ash; and sills, familiarly for their lurking prey, and are particularly fond of 

a male of the third year has received his complete colors.” spiders and the eggs of destructive moths, especially those of the 

The Red-bellied Woodpecker is ten inches in length, and sev- canker-worm, which they greedily destroy in all its stages of ex- 

enteen in extent; the bill is nearly an inch and a half in length, istence. It is said that they sometimes attack their own species, 

wedged at the point, but not quite so much grooved as some when the individual is sickly, and aim their blows at the skull 

others—strong, and of a bluish-black color; the nostrils are with a view to eat the brain; but this barbarity I have never wit- 

placed in one of these grooves, and covered with curving tufts of nessed. In winter, when satisfied, they will descend to the snow- ’ 
light-brown hairs, ending in black points; the feathers on the bank beneath, and quench their thirst by swallowing small pieces ; 
front stand more erect than usual, and are of a dull yellowish-red ; in this way, their various and frugal meal is always easily sup 
from them, along the whole upper part of the head and neck, down plied; and hardy, and warmly clad in light and very downy 

the back, and spreading round to the shoulders, is of the most feathers, they suffer little inconvenience from the inclemency of the 

brilliant, golden, glossy red; the whole cheeks, lined over the eye, seasons. Indeed, in the winter, or about the close of October, they 

and under side of the neck, are a pale-buff color, which, on the at times appear so enlivened as already to show their amorous at- 

breast and belly, deepens into a yellowish-ash, stained on the belly tachment, like our domestic cock, the male approaching his mate 

with a blood-red; the vent and thigh feathers are a dull-white, with fluttering and vibrating wings; and in the spring season, the 

marked down their centers with heart-formed and long arrow- males have obstinate engagements, darting after each other with 

pointed spots of black. The back is black, crossed with trans- great velocity and anger. Their roost is in the hollow of decayed 

verse curving lines of white; the wings are also black; the lesser trees, where they also breed, making a soft nest of moss, hair, and | 

wing-coverts, circular-tipped, and the whole primaries and second- feathers, and laying from six to twelve eggs, which are white, with 

aries beautifully crossed with bars of white, and also tipped with specks of brown-red. They begin to lay about the middle or close 

the same; the rump is white, interspersed with touches of black ; of April, and though they commonly make use of natural or de- 

the tail-coverts, white near their extremities. The tail consists of serted holes of the Woodpecker, yet, at times, they are said to 

ten feathers, the two middle ones black, their anterior webs or excavate a cavity for themselves, with much labor. The first brood 

vanes white, crossed with diagonal spots of black; then, where take wing about the 7th or roth of June, and they have sometimes 

the edges of the two feathers just touch, coincide and form heart- asecond toward the end of July. The young, as soon as fledged, 

shaped spots; a narrow sword-shaped line of white runs up the have all the external marks of the adult; the head is equally 

exterior side of the shafts of the same feathers; the next four black, and they chatter and skip about with all the agility and self- 

feathers, on each side, are black, the outer edges of the exterior possession of their parents, who appear, nevertheless, very solicit-
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ous for their safety. From this time, the whole family continue or during the breeding season, becomes quite familiar in winter, 

to associate together through the autumn and winter. They seem although it never ventures to enter the habitations of man; but, in 

to move by concert from tree to tree, keeping up a continued the most boisterous weather, requiring neither food nor shelter, 

*tshe-de-de-de-de and ’tshe-de-de-de-dait, preceded by a shrill then, it may be seen amidst the snow, in the rugged paths of the 

whistle, all the while busily engaged, picking round the buds and cheerless woods, when it welcomes the traveler or the wood-cutter 
branches, hanging from their extremities, and proceeding often in with a confidence and cheerfulness far surpassing the well-known 

reversed postures, head downward, like so many tumblers, pry- familiarity of the Robin Redbreast of Europe. Often, on such 
ing into every crevice of the bark, and searching around the roots, occasions, should you offer it no matter how small a portion of your 

and in every possible retreat of their insect prey or its larve. If fare, it alights without hesitation, and devours it without manifesting 

the object chance to fall, they industriously descend to the ground, any apprehension. The sound of an ax in the woods is sufficient to 
and glean it up with the utmost economy. bring forth several of these busy creatures; and having discovered 

On seeing a cat, or other object of natural antipathy, the Chicka- the woodman, they seem to find pleasure in his company. Ac- 

dee, like the peevish Jay, scolds in a loud, angry, and hoarse cording to Wilson, they are most usually seen during the fall and : 

note, like “tske ddigh, déigh. Among the other notes of this winter, when they leave the depths of the woods, and approach 

species, I have heard a call like ‘she-deyay, “she-de-jay, the two nearer to the scenes of cultivation. At such seasons, they abound 
first syllables being a slender chirp, with the jay strongly pro- among evergreens, feeding on the seeds of the pine-tree; they 

nounced. Almost the only note of this bird which may be called are also fond of sunflower seeds, and associate in parties of six, 

song is one which is frequently heard at intervals in the depths eight, or more, attended by the two species of Nuthatch, the 

of the forests, at times of the day, usually, when all other birds Crested Titmouse, Brown Creeper, and small Spotted Wood- 

are silent. We then may sometimes hear, in the midst of this pecker, the whole forming a very nimble and restless company, 

solitude, two feeble, drawling, clearly-whistled, and rather mel- whose food, manners, and dispositions are pretty much alike. 

ancholy notes, like ’te-dérry, and sometimes ’ye-gérrit, and occa- About the middle of April, they begin to build, choosing the de- 

sionally, but much more rarely, in the same wiry, whistling, sol- serted hole of a Squirrel or Woodpecker, and sometimes, with in- 

emn tone, pz#bé. The young, in winter, also, sometimes drawl credible labor, digging out one for themselves. The female lays 

out these contemplative strains. In all cases, the first syllable is six white eggs, marked with minute specks of red. The first 
very high and clear, the second word drops low, and ends like a brood appear about the middle of June, and the second toward the 

feeble plaint. This is nearly all the quaint song ever attempted end of July. The whole of the family continue to associate to- 

by the Chickadee, and is, perhaps, the two notes sounding like the gether during winter. This species has a very extensive range; 

whetting of a saw. On fine days, about the commencement of it has been found on the western coast of America, as far north as 

October, I have heard the Chickadee, sometimes for half an hour sixty-two degrees latitude; it is common at Hudson’s Bay, and 

at a time, attempt a lively, petulent warble, very different from most plentiful there during winter, as it then approaches the set- 

his ordinary notes. On these occasions, he appears to flirt about, tlements in quest of food. Protected by a remarkably thick cov- 

still hunting for his prey, but almost in an ecstasy of delight and ering of long, soft, downy plumage, it braves the severest cold of 

vigor. But, after a while, the usual drawling note again occurs. those northern regions. 

These birds, like many others, are very subject to the attacks of 
vermin, and they accumulate in great numbers around that part ney ree 
of the head and front which is least accessible to their feet. 

The Chickadee is seldom seen near waters; often, even in sum- PLATE XXXIII. 

mer, in dry, shady, and secluded woods; but when the weather 
becomes cold, and as early as October, roving families, urged by The American Bittern. (Botaurus lentiginosus). 

necessity, and the failure of their ordinary insect-fare, now begin 

to frequent orchards and gardens, appearing extremely familiar, Bert 

hungry, indigent, but industrious, prying with restless anxiety The Bittern of America, though nowhere numerous, is found 

pO evel y Cle Oty, of the bark or holes in decayed trees, after dor- in almost every part of the continent where there exist extensive 
mant insects, spiders, and larve, descending with the strictest marshes, either maritime or inland, up to the fifty-eighth parallel 

economy to the ground in quest of every stray morsel of provision of northern latitude,* where they are frequent, in the morasses 
which happens to fall from their grasp. Their quaint notes and and willow thickets of the interior, throughout the fur countries. 
jingling warble are heard even in winter, on fine days, when the From the inclement regions, they retire in winter, while, in other 
weather relaxes in its severity ; and, in short, instead of being the parts, they are permanently resident. They are said to revisit 
river hermit of its European analogue, it adds, by its presence, Severn river, at Hudson’s Bay, about the beginning of June, 

indomitable action, and chatter, an air of cheerfulness to the silent when they make their nests in the swamps, among the sedge, 

and dreary winters of the coldest parts of America. Dr. Rich- and lay four cinerous green eggs. They breed, also, in several 

ardson found it in the fur countries up to the sixty-fifth parallel, parts of the State of Massachusetts, young birds being met with 

where it even contrives to dwell, as in other parts of the continent, in the marshes of Fresh pond, and other places in the vicinity 

Enrouglcut the whole year. WVuttall. Serra 5 of Boston, about the middle of summer. 
It is generally known that this species is one of our resident During the day, the Night Hen, as it is called, remains hid in 

birds, and that he is active, restless, and noIsy According to the reeds and sedge, and rarely comes out till the approach of 
Audubon, it is hardy, smart, restless, industrious, and frugal. night. When disturbed in its retreat, it flies off with a hollow 
he Black-cap ‘Titmouse ranges through the forest during the sum- *hiva, or kowk, and sometimes gives a loud squeak of alarm. At 

mer, and, retiring to cS more secluded parts, as if to ensure a this time, as it flies heavily, and at no great height, it is easily 
greater degree of quiet, it usually breeds there. Numerous eggs shot down; they are also sometimes obtained by laying wait for 

wrodiice i Hone ons EEeeny > ud Be SOE ae oe ease them as they sally out in the evening, toward the salt marshes, in 
been reared, the young range hither and thither, in a body, search- a particular direction, in quest of their usual supply of food. 

. -ing for food, while their parents, intent on forming another family, In the breeding season, and throughout a great part of the sum- 

remain concealed, and almost silent, laying their eggs in the hole mer, we often hear the loud, booming note of this bird, from the 

Oe screed a pyasomiey emia Woodpecker, & forme One copter marshes of Fresh pond, morning and evening, and sometimes even 
selves. The Black-cap Titmouse, or Chickadee, as it is generally 

named in our Eastern States, though exceedingly shy in summer, *Richardson’s North, Zool., ii, p. 374+
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I ; 

during the day. Instead of the démp or béomp, however, of the The American Bittern is twenty-seven inches long, and three ; 

true Bittern, their call is something like the uncouth syllables of feet four inches in extent; from the point of the bill to the extrem- 

pump-ai-gih, but uttered in the same low, bellowing tone. ity of the toes, it measures three feet. The bill is four inches | 

The cry of the European Bittern, so similar to that of our own long; the upper mandible black; the lower, greenish-yellow ; 

species, is thus elegantly described by Goldsmith in his Animated lores and eyelids, yellow; iris, bright-yellow; upper part of the | 

Nature: ‘* Those who have walked in a summer evening by the head, flat, and remarkably depressed; the plumage there is of a 

sedgy sides of unfrequented rivers, must remember a variety of deep blackish-brown, long behind and on the neck, the general | 

notes from different water-fowl: the loud scream of, the Wild color of which is a yellowish-brown, shaded with darker; this | 

Goose, the croaking of the Mallard, the whining of the Lapwing, long plumage of the neck the bird can throw forward at will, when | 

und the tremulous neighing of the Jack-snipe. But, of all these irritated, so as to give him a more formidable appearance; throat, 

sounds, there is none so dismally hollow as the booming of the whitish, streaked with deep brown; from the posterior and lower 

Bittern. It is impossible for words to give those who have not part of the auriculars, a broad patch of deep black passes diago- 

heard this evening-call an adequate idea of its solemnity. It is nally across the neck, a distinguished characteristic of this species ; 

like the interrupted bellowing of a bull, but hollower and louder, the back is deep brown, barred and mottled with innumerable 

and is heard at a mile’s distance, as if issuing from some formida- specks and streaks of brownish-yellow; quills, black, with a 

ple being that resided at the bottom of the waters. This is the leaden gloss, and tipped with yellowish-brown ; legs and feet, yel- | 

Bittern, whose wind-pipe is fitted to produce the sound for which low, tinged with pale green; middle claw, pectinated ; belly, light 

it is remarkable; the lower part of it, dividing into the lungs, being yellowish-brown, streaked with darker; vent, plain ; thighs, | 

supplied with a thin, loose membrane, that can be filled with a sprinkled on the outside with grains of dark-brown; male and fe- 

large body of air, and exploded at pieasure. These bellowings male nearly alike, the latter somewhat less. According to Be- 

are chiefly heard from the beginning of spring to the end of au- wick, the tail of the European Bittern contains only ten feathers ; 

tumn, and are the usual calls during the pairing season.”—/Vuttall. the American species has invariably twelve. The intestines meas- | 

The Bittern manifests considerable skill in taking position. If ured five feet six inches in length, and were very little thicker than 

it is standing quiet, and is undisturbed, it raises its body a little in |. a common knitting needle; the stomach is usually filled with fish | 

front, and draws in its long neck to such an extent so that its head or frogs. 

will touch its back. When irritated, it will raise the feathers of The American bird, no less than the true Bittern, is considered 

its body, especially those of the head and neck, and open a little by many an excellent food. 

its bill, giving it quite a formidable appearance. Its walk is slow, 

considerate, and sluggish; the foot is placed before the other only | 

after careful study. The flight is easy and noiseless, but slow and The Red-winged Starling (Agelacus phoentceus). 

apparently awkward; the large, broad wings are moved with a Fig. 2, Male. Fig: 3 Female. 

languid stir and slowly succeeding flaps, with a little increase in 

flapping on rising. To gain height, the Bittern marks out circles, The Red-winged Starlings, though generally migratory in the 
neither hovering nor sailing, but constantly flapping the wings ; this States north of Maryland, are found during the winter in immense | 

it continues, also, when coming down, until it is close to the reeds flocks, sometimes associated with the Purple Grakles, and often by 

or rushes, when it suddenly contracts the wings, and apparently themselves, along the whole lower parts of Virginia, both Caro- 

falls perpendicularly down between the stems of the rushes. It linas, Georgia, and Louisiana, particularly near the sea-coast, and ‘ 

only flies at great height by night; in daylight, its flight is close in the vicinity of large rice and corn-fields. In the months of Jan- 
above the rushes or reeds. During its flight at night, it utters a uary and February, while passing through the former of these 

kind of raven-like crowing. These peculiar bellowings are only countries, I was frequently entertained with the aerial evolutions 

heard during mating-time. of these great bodies of Starlings. Sometimes they appeared driv- 

Although, in a particular place, apparently favorable, some ing about like an enormous black cloud carried before the wind, 
dozens of these birds may be found to-day, yet, perhaps, on visit- varying its shape every moment; sometimes suddenly rising from | 

ing it to-morrow, you will not find one remaining; and districts the fields around me, with a noise like thunder; while the glitter- 

resorted to one season or year, will be found deserted by them the ing of innumerable wings of the brightest vermilion, amid the 
next. That they migrate by night, I have always felt assured ; black cloud they formed, produced on these occasions a very | 

but that they are altogether nocturnal, is rather uncertain, for, in striking and splendid effect. Then, descending like a torrent, and 

more than half a dozen instances, I have surprised them in the covering the branches of some detached grove or clump of trees, ; 

act of procuring food in the middle of the day, when the sun was the whole congregated multitude commenced one general concert 

shining brightly. That they are extremely timid, I well know, or chorus, that I have plainly distinguished at the distance of more 

for on several occasions, when I have suddenly come upon them, than two miles, and, when listened to at the intermediate space of 

they have stood still, from mere terror, until I have knocked them about a quarter of a mile, with a slight breeze of wind to swell j 

down with an oar or stick; yet, when wounded, and their courage and soften the flow of its cadences, was to me grand, and even 

is raised, they show great willingness to defend themselves; and sublime. The whole season of winter, that, with most birds, is | 

if in the presence of a dog, they never fail to spread out, to their passed in struggling to sustain life, in silent melancholy, is, with 

full extent, the feathers of the neck, leaving its hind part bare, the Red-wings, one continued carnival. The profuse gleanings 

ruffle those of their body, extend their wings, and strike violently of the old rice, corn, and buckwheat-fields supply them with 

at their enemy. When seized, they scratch furiously, and en- abundant food, at once ready and nutritious; and the intermediate 4 

deavor to bite, so that, unless great care be taken, they may in- time is spent either in aerial maneuvers, or in grand vocal per- 

flict severe wounds.— Audubon. formances, as if solicitous to supply the absence of all the tuneful 
Wilson describes it as another nocturnal species, common to all summer tribes, and to cheer the dejected face of nature with their 

our sea and river marshes, though nowhere numerous. It rests whole combined powers of harmony. 

all day among the reeds and rushes, and, unless disturbed, flies About the 20th of March, or earlier, if the season be open, they “4 

and feeds only during the night. In some places, it is called the begin to enter Pennsylvania in numerous, though small, parties. 

Indian Hen; on the sea-coast of New Jersey, it is known by the These migrating flocks are usually observed from daybreak to 4 

name of dunkatoo, a word probably imitative of its common note. eight or nine in the morning, passing to the north, chattering to : 

They are also found in the interior, having myself killed one at each other as they fly along; and, in spite of all our antipathy, 
the inlet of the Seneca lake, in October. their well-known notes and appearance, after the long and dreary ‘
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solitude of winter, inspire chee: ful and pleasing ideas of returning exposed to the rains and weather, is generally much injured. 
spring, warmth, and verdure. Selecting their old haunts, every All the attacks and havoc made at this time among them with the 

meadow is soon enlivened by their presence. They continue, in gun and by the Hawks—several species of which are their con- 

: small parties, to frequent the low borders of creeks, swamps, and stant attendants—have little effect on the remainder. When the 

ponds, till about the middle of April, when they separate in pairs Hawks made a swoop among them, they suddenly open on all 

to breed; and, about the last week in April, or first in May, begin sides, but rarely in time to disappoint them of their victims; and 

to construct their nests. The place chosen for this is generally though repeatedly fired at, with mortal effect, they only remove 

within the precincts of a marsh or swamp, meadow, or other like from one field to an adjoining one, or to another quarter of the 

watery situation—the spot, usually a thicket of alder-bushes, at farm inclosure. From dawn to nearly sunset, this open and dar- 

the height of six or seven feet from the ground; sometimes in a ing devastation is carried on, under the eye of the proprietor; and 

detached bush, in a meadow of high grass; often in a tussock a farmer, who has any considerable extent of corn, would require 

of rushes, or coarse rank grass, and not unfrequently on the half-a-dozen men at least, with guns, to guard it; and, even then, 

ground; in all of which situations I have repeatedly found them. all their vigilance and activity would not prevent a good tithe of it 

When in a bush, they are generally composed outwardly of wet from becoming the prey of the Blackbirds. The Indians, who 

rushes, picked from the swamp, and long, tough grass, in large usually plant their corn in one general field, keep the young 

quantities, and well lined with very fine lint. The rushes, form- boys of the village patrolling all day around and among it; 

ing the exterior, are generally extended to several of the adjoining and each being furnished with bow and arrows, with which 

twigs, round which they are repeatedly and securely twisted—a they are very expert, they generally contrive to destroy great 

precaution absolutely necessary for its preservation, on account of numbers of them. 

the flexible nature of the bushes in which it is placed. The same It must, however, be observed, that this scene of pillage is prin- 

caution is observed when a tussock is chosen, by fastening the top cipally carried on in the low countries, not far from the sea-coast, or 

together, and intertwining the materials, of which the nest is near the extensive flats that border our large rivers, and is also 

formed, with the stalks of rushes around. When placed on the chiefly confined to the months of August and September. After 

ground, less care and fewer materials being necessary, the nest is this period, the corn having acquired its hard, shelly coat, and the 

much simpler and slighter than before. The female lays five eggs, seeds of the reeds or wild oats, with a profusion of other plants, ; 

of a very pale light-blue, marked with faint tinges of light pur- that abound along the river shores, being now ripe and in great 

ple, and long, straggling lines and dashes of black. It is not abundance, they present a new and more extensive field for these 

uncommon to find several nests in the same thicket, within a few marauding multitudes. The reeds also supply them with conve- 

feet of each other. nient roosting-places, being often in almost unapproachable mo- 

During the time the female is sitting, and still more particularly rasses ; and thither they repair every evening, from all quarters of 

after the young are hatched, the male, like most other birds that the country. In some places, however, when the reeds become 

build in low situations, exhibits the most violent symptoms of dry, advantage is taken of this circumstance to destroy these birds, 

apprehension and alarm on the approach of any person to its near by a party secretly approaching the place, under cover of a dark 

neighborhood. Like the Lapwing of Europe, he flies to meet the night, and setting fire to the reeds in several places at once, which 

intruder, hovers at a short height overhead, uttering loud notes of being soon enveloped in one general flame, the uproar among the 

distress ; and while in this situation, displays to great advantage Blackbirds becomes universal ; and, by the light of the conflagra- 

the rich, glowing scarlet of his wings, heightened by the jetty tion, they are shot down in vast numbers while hovering and 

black of his general plumage. As the danger increases, his cries screaming over the place. Sometimes straw is used for the same 

become more shrill and incessant, and his motions rapid and rest- purpose, being previously strewed near the reeds and alder-bushes, 

less ; the whole meadow is alarmed, and a collected crowd of his where they are known to roost, which being instantly set on fire, 

fellows hover around, and mingle their notes of alarm and agita- the consternation and havoc are prodigious; and the party return 

tion with his. When the young are taken away or destroyed, he by day to pick up the slaughtered game. About the first of No- 

continues for several days near the place, restless and dejected, vember, they begin to move off toward the South; though near the 

and generally recommences building soon after, in the same sea-coast, in the States of New Jersey and Delaware, they continue 

meadow. Toward the beginning or middle of August, the young long after that period. 

birds begin to fly in flocks, and at that age nearly resemble the Such are the general manners and characteristics of the Red- 

female, with the exception of some reddish or orange that marks winged Starling; but there remain some facts to be mentioned, no 

the shoulders of the males, and which increases in space and bril- less authentic and well deserving the consideration of its enemies, 

liancy as winter approaches. It has been frequently remarked, more especially of those whose detestation of this species would 

that, at this time, the young birds chiefly associate by themselves, stop at nothing short of total extirpation. 

there being sometimes not more than two or three old males ob- It has been already stated that they arrive in Pennsylvania late 

served in a flock of many thousands. These, from the superior in March. Their general food at this season, as well as during 

blackness and rich red of their plumage, are very conspicuous. the early part of summer (for the Crows and Purple Grakles are 

Before the beginning of September, these flocks have become the principal pests in planting-time), consists of grub-worms, 

numerous and formidable, and the young ears of maize, or Indian caterpillars, and various other larve—the silent, but deadly ene- 

corn, being then in their soft, succulent, milky state, present a mies of all vegetation, and whose secret and insidious attacks are 

temptation that can not be resisted. Reinforced by numerous more to be dreaded by the husbandman than the combined forces 

and daily flocks from all parts of the interior, they pour down on of the whole feathered tribe together. For these vermin, the Star- 

the low countries in prodigious multitudes. Here they are seen, lings search with great diligence in the ground, at the roots of 

like vast clouds, wheeling and driving over the meadows and plants, in orchards and meadows, as well as among buds, leaves, 

devoted cornfields, darkening the air with their numbers. Then and blossoms; and, from their known voracity, the multitudes of 

commences the work of destruction on the corn, the husks of these insects which they destroy must be immense. Let me illus- 

which, though composed of numerous envelopments of closely trate this by a short computation: If we suppose each bird, on an 

‘ wrapped leaves, are soon completely or partially torn off; while average, to devour fifty of these larve in a day (a very moderate 

from all quarters myriads continue to pour down like a tempest, allowance), a single pair, in four months, the usual time such food 

blackening half an acre at a time; and, if not disturbed, repeat is sought after, will consume upward of twelve thousand. It is 

their depredations, till little remains but the cob and the shriveled believed that not less than a million pair of these birds are dis- 

skins of the grain. What little is left of the tender ear, being | tributed over the whole extent of the United States in summer,
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whose food being nearly the same, would swell the amount of ver- part of the country visited by me in which I found it wanting is 

min destroyed to twelve thousand millions. But the number of Labrador, although it is known to breed in some portions of the 

young birds may be fairly estimated at double that of their parents ; interior of Newfoundland. In many instances, I found it nesting 

and, as these are constantly fed on larve for at least three weeks, in the Floridas on mangroves and low bushes, in the vicinity of the 

making only the same allowance for them as for the old ones, their nests of Cormorants and our smaller Herons, and even sometimes 

share would amount to four thousand two hundred millions of nox- in the midst of them. 
ious insects destroyed in the space of four months by this single This bird is beautifully marked and colored. The bill is com- 

species! The combined ravages of such a hideous host of vermin paratively long, cone-shaped, a little compressed, and very sharp- 

would be sufficient to spread famine and desolation over a wide pointed. Its body is powerful. The wing of medium length; the  , 

extent of the richest and best cultivated country on earth. All second and third primaries are the most extended. The tail pretty 

this, it may be said, is mere supposition. It is, however, supposi- long and rounded; the plumage soft and glossy. The colors of 

tion founded on known and acknowledged facts. I have never his bridal dress are of a deep black, but on the shoulders a superb 

dissected one of these birds in spring without receiving the most scarlet-red, terminating in yellowish-red. The iris of the eye is 

striking and satisfactory proofs of those facts; and though, in a deep brown, almost black; the bill, legs, and feet are bluish- 

matter of this kind, it is impossible to ascertain precisely the black; its length about nine inches; in extent, about thirteen and 

amount of the benefits derived by agriculture from this and many a half inches; length of wing, four and a half inches; length of 

other species of our birds, yet, in the present case, I can not resist tail, three and a quarter inches. The female, on the upper side, 

the belief that the services of this species in spring are far more is blackish-brown, and on the lower side grayish-brown, each 

important and beneficial than the value of all that portion of corn feather more or less seamed with yellowish-gray; the throat 

which a careful and active farmer permits himself to lose by it. and the cheeks are of a light-grayish ground color, streaked 

The great range of country frequented by this bird extends from longitudinally with darker color. 

Mexico, on the south, to Labrador. Our late enterprising travel- The flesh of the Red-winged Starling is in little esteem, but they 

ers across the continent to the Pacific ocean, observed it in great are very often kept in cages on account of their beauty of plumage 
numbers in several of the valleys, at a great distance up the Mis- and vivacity. In captivity, they may easily be brought to breed. 

souri. When taken alive, or reared from the nest, it soon becomes 

familiar, and sings frequently, bristling out its feathers, something in 

the manner of the Cow Bunting. Their notes, though not remark- PLATE XXXIV. 
ably various, are very peculiar. The most Common one resembles The Red-headed Duck. (Aythya americana.) 

the syllables conk-querree; others, the shrill sounds produced by Fig.a, Male, Wogias Female. Wiew 3 avonme iaien 

filing a saw; some are more guttural, and others remarkably clear. 

The usual note of both male and female is a single chuck. In- This beautiful and, by sportsmen, eagerly sought-for bird is 
stances have been produced where they have been taught to articu- abundant throughout North America. In length, he measures 

late several words distinctly ; and, contrary to what is observed of about twenty-one inches, wings usually one-half the length of the 
many birds, the male loses little of the brilliancy of his plumage body. Bill as long as the head, dull blue in color, with a black 

by confinement. A very remarkable trait of this bird is, the great belt at the end. The color of the head, from which his name is 
difference of size between the male and female; the former being derived, is a rich, pure chestnut, glossed with a lustrous bronzy- 

nearly two inches longer than the latter, and of proportionate mag- red. Back, grayish-brown, barred with minute white lines. Be- 
nitude. They are known by various names in the different States neath, abdomen white, darker toward the vent, where it is barred 

of the Union; such as the Swamp Blackbird, Marsh Blackbird, with dusky wavy lines. The range of the Red-head is very ex- 
Led-winged Blackbird, Corn or Maize Thicf, Starling, etc. tensive, breeding in the fur countries to their most northern limits. 

Many of them have been carried from this to different parts of They frequent the waters of the Chesapeake in immense numbers. 
Europe; and Edwards relates that one of them, which had no According to Audubon, they are found in immense quantities around 

doubt escaped from a cage, was shot in the neighborhood of Lon- New Orleans, arriving there, from their northern haunts, in No- 

don; and, on being opened, its stomach was found to be filled with vember, and departing in April. Their food consists of small 
grub-worms, caterpillars, and beetles, which Buffon seems to won- fish, young tadpoles, small water-lizards, and the tender roots and 

der at, as in their own country, he observes, they feed exclusively leaves of various aquatic grasses. They are known to dive very 

on grain and maize.— Wilson. : deep in search of food, but haunt, by preference, shallow waters, 

The Red-winged Starling, or Red-shouldered Marsh Blackbird, and show great attachment to certain localities. Their flesh is + 

is so well known as being a bird of the most nefarious propensities, very highly esteemed, ranking next to that of the Canvas-hack, 
that in the United States one can hardly mention its name without and is eagerly sought for by the epicure. When caught, they take 

hearing such an account of its pilferings as might induce the readily to confinement. Their notes are very coarse and unmu- 

young student of nature to conceive that it had been created for sical, while their flight is hurried, starting up from the water in 

the purpose of annoying the farmer. That it destroys an aston- sort of flurry, producing with their wings a clear whistling sound. 

ishing quantity of corn, rice, and other kinds of grain, can not be According to Nuttall, they are said to walk awkwardly and with 

denied; but that before it commences its ravages, it has proved difficulty. It is also added that their cry more resembles the hol- 

highly serviceable to the crops, is equally certain. low hiss of a serpent than the voice of a bird. Their flight is 

The dispersion of this bird over the whole of the United States, more rapid than that of the common Wild Duck, and the noise of 

the far countries beyond the limits of the inhabitation of the human their wings very different. The troop forms a close body in the 

species, the great Western plains, the Rocky Mountains, and even air, but they do not proceed in angular lines or obey any particu- 

the shores of the Columbia river, where it was procured by Mr. lar leader, nor have they any call sufficient for the purpose. 

Townsend, forms a remarkable part of its history. Our surprise According to Bogardus, the Red-heads are ranked among the 

becomes greatly increased by the knowledge of its breeding in best of the Ducks which are found in the Western States; and 

great numbers in every part of this vast extent. I found the that very able and well-informed author, Dr. Sharpless, of Phila- 

islands about Galveston Bay most plentifully supplied with it, as delphia, stated that he could never distinguish much difference in 

well as the grassy margins of the pools and bayous of the main- flavor between Canvas-backs and Red-heads, and that many of the 

land, where it was seen breeding, sometimes within a few yards latter were sold as Canvas-backs, and eaten as such by those who 

of houses. The same occurred on the Florida Keys. The only professed to know all about the divine flavor.
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BOBOLINK, OR RICE-BIRD. Al a ee 

At the North, unfortunately, they fail to indulge in these gen- 

eral concerts. Busy with the affairs of courtship, each bird pays 
The Bobolink, or Rice-bird. (Dolichonyx orézyvorus.) individual court to the lady of his choice, and sings for her his 

: ; most hilarious melody. Sometimes, two or three gay gallants pay 
ee Te Peele the most assiduous court to one demure little Quaker maiden. We 

This favorite bird, beloved throughout all the Northern States, know of nothing more delightful than, on some June morniug, 
resembles man in his habits of tidiness. During his courtship, he when all the earth and sky blend in sweetest harmony, when the 
is as spruce as any dandy; when family cares arrive, his trim suit scent of apple-blossoms have not faded utterly out, to lie ensconced 
becomes threadbare, and he drifts quickly into a sort of shabby in the dark, luscious grass, and watch the Bobolink in his wooing. 
gentility. His spring coat is glossy black; hind head, clear cream He sits upon the highest fence-stake for a moment, and then rises 
color; a patch on the side of the breast; feathers on the shoulder- gracefully into the air, and pours from his open throat the most 
blade and rump white; outer primaries clearly marked and yel- wonderful succession of tinkling, vibrating, ringing, rollicking 
lowish-white; tip of the tail feathers of a pale brownish-ash. notes that ever filled the ripples of the summer air, wheeling 
Early in autumn, he gradually fades to the color of the female— here and there, shouting ‘‘ bob-o-link, bob-o-link,” and then jin- 

yellowish beneath ; upper parts, dark brown, excepting the back gling off into a succession of the sweetest, most joyous, ecstatic ~ 
of the head and rump; two stripes on the top of the head; sides notes. What pen of man can ever hope to convey the most dis- 
sparsely streaked with dark brown. This bird has a wide-spread tant idea of its charming effect? Swaying upon some tall spear 
geographical distribution, extending from the central portions of of grass, he rests for a moment, and but for a moment, when his 
South America as far north as the fifty-fourth parallel, and west to indescribable melody again greets you from mid air. Dr. Brewer, 
the plains of Utah. It is known in the Southern States as the who has written charmingly on the songs of our native birds, says 
Rice-bird, in the Middle States as the Reed-bird, while through- of these birds: ‘¢ They pour out incessantly their strains of quaint 
out the Northern States the name Bobolink is universally given but charming music, now on the ground, now on the wing, now on 
him. It is also known as the May-bird, Meadow-bird, Butter-bird, the top of a fence, a low bush, or the swaying stalk of a plant that 
Skunk-bird, and American Ortolan. Dr. Coues says ‘‘the name bends with their weight. The great length of their song, the im- 

‘Ortolan,’ applied to this bird, is a strange misnomer, the Ortolan mense number of short and variable notes of which it is composed, 
being a fringilline bird of Europe.” the volubility and confused rapidity with which they are poured 

From the extreme southern point of their winter habitations, forth, the eccentric breaks, in the midst of which we detect the 

they commence their northern journeys early in April. Audubon word ‘bob-o-link’ so distinctly enunciated, unite to form a gen- 

tells us that small flocks appear in Louisiana sometimes as early as eral result to which no parallel is found in any of the musical per- 

the middle of March. ‘Wilson notes their appearance in Pennsyl- formances of our other song-birds. It is at once a unique and a 

vania about the 12th of May; while, anywhere from the 12th to charming production.” 
the 20th of May, they may be found in full force in Northern New The nest of the Bobolink is always found upon tne ground. In 

York. It is claimed that when they first start on their migratory some meadow, near which running water abounds, they select a 

journeys, they form immense flocks. If that be the case, long rank tussock of grass, and, screened by its green verdure, they 

before they reach their breeding haunts, they become widely dis- make a loose and slightly hollowed nest. This nest is composed 

persed, as they only appear in companies of a dozen or more, the of the herbage which conceals it, and in it are laid from five to six 

male usually preceding, by a few days, the coming of his partner. eggs of a dull-white ground, sometimes tinged with a light drab or 

By both Wilson and Audubon, it is stated that they do serious delicate olive, and spotted and blotched all over with a mingling 

damage all through the States of Virginia, Maryland, and Penn- of rufous-brown and lavender. The female is exceedingly shy, 

sylvania, by devouring wheat, barley, and corn, when in its milky and guards the approaches to her nest with the utmost care, always 

state, and every husbandman exerts himself to the utmost to de- running through the grass quite a distance from it before she takes 

stroy them. Whether this be so or not, they are the northern wing, and using the same precaution on her return, while the male 

farmers’ very best friend and ally, and deserve his kindest care cunningly pretends great anxiety over some different locality, if 

and protection. Their food, during the incubating season, consists your footsteps get too near his sitting mate. So cunningly are 

entirely of grubs, caterpillars, beetles, grasshoppers, spiders, these nests constructed, and so much care is taken to protect them, 

crickets, and seeds of wild grasses and weeds, while recent inves- that one must needs work long to discover their exact locality. 

tigations in the South have disclosed the gratifying fact that they When the young are hatched, the father forgets his song in his 

devour, in immense numbers, the larve of the destructive cotton- anxious hunt for coleopterous insects, with which to satiate their 

worm, which so frequently threatens the entire cotton of the South. gaping mouths. After they leave their nest, they still provide for 

As beautiful as is their song in the North, they favor the South them for a short time, until they have learned where to find and 

with still rarer treats in this direction. Audubon gives a descrip- how to catch their own food, when they are compelled to shift for 

tion of their concerts, which must be enchanting. He writes: themselves. This occurs about the 15th of July. Freed from 

“During their sojourn in Louisiana, in spring, their song, which care, careless of his apparel, happy, if slipshod, his rollicking 

is extremely interesting, and emitted with a volubility bordering on song subdued to a simple chirck, the Bobolink passes away the 
the burlesque, is heard from a whole party at the same time ; when, summer hours, until about the rst of September, when they move 

as each individual is, of course, possessed of the same musical into winter-quarters. As they pass southward, these flocks increase 

powers as his neighbors, it becomes amusing to listen to thirty or in numbers. They crowd along the river-courses, feeding on the 

forty of them beginning one after another, as if ordered to follow seed of the reeds, becoming very fat, and are shot down in masses. 

in quick succession, after the first notes are given by a leader, and Still farther South, the rice-fields afford them the most delicious 

producing such a medley as it is impossible to describe, although eating, upon which they fill themselves to repletion, and become 

it is extremely pleasant to hear it. While you are listening the easy prey to the most inexpert sportsman. Both Wilson and Au- 

whole flock simultaneously ceases, which appears equally ex- dubon tell us that they are then killed by the millions. In the West 

traordinary. This curious exhibition takes place every time that India Islands, they feed on the seeds of the Guinea-grass, and are 

i : the flock has alighted on a tree, after feeding for a while on the known as Butter-birds. We regret our space forbids our introduc- 

ground, and is renewed at intervals during the day.” Dr. Brewer ing Bryant’s beautiful poem, in which, under the guise of ‘* Robert 
tells us that these concerts may also be witnessed early in April, of Lincoln,” the charms of this beautiful bird are fittingly sung; a 

in the vicinity of Washington, the Smithsonian grounds being a regret which also extends to Washington Irving’s no less exquisite 

favorite place of resort. prose panegyric, which may be found in ‘* Wolfert’s Roost.”



48 DUCK—W ARBLERS—THRUSH. 

The Blue Yellow-backed Warbler is claimed by many ornithol- 
PLATE XXXV. ogists to be a species of the Titmouse. Wilson says: ‘* Its habits, 5 

The Golden-eyed Duck. (Lucephala americana.) indeed, partake something of the Titmouse; but the form of its bill 

Fig. 1, Male. Fig. 2, Female. Fig. 3, Young Male. is decidedly that of the sylva genus. It is remarkable for frequent- 
: as : i a ; i inged This bird, known also as the Whistle Wing and the common ing the tops of the tallest trees where it feeds on the small winge 

: P ; insects and caterpillars that infest the young leaves and blossoms. 
Garrot, is a resident of both continents. The length of the body ata 
: : ‘ ‘ : : . It has a few, feeble, chirping notes, scarcely loud enough to be 
is from sixteen to nineteen inches, of the wing from eight to nine oa : 
: : heard at the foot of the tree. It visits the Middle States from the 
inches, and frequently weighs from two to three pounds. The : z are ‘I 

3 South the latter part of April, or early in May; is said to be very 
head and upper part of the neck are of a beautiful, dark, glossy : . : : 

5 abundant in Kentucky.” According to Audubon, the nest is small, 
green; the under surface of a soft, velvety, purplish-black ; rump i é : ‘ : 

i : . formed of lichens, beautifully arranged on the outside, and lined with . 
and tail black; bill black, with yellow end; eyes golden, from : ra 

: iP : een A cotton substances found on the edges of different mosses ; itis placed 
whence it derives its name. Mudie, in his Feathered Tribes of : : i 

“iti : in the fork of a small twig, near the extremity of the branch. the British Islands, tells us that these birds appear on the shores : 2 . 
c : 5 : The eggs are pure white, with a few reddish dots at the longer end, 

and occasionally on the inland waters of England during the win- add thinks tao Deondannte quice denne 
ter months, retiring far into the North during the summer. They : UES 
are abundant throughout North America, even in the high arctic 

latitudes. They breed extensively in the lake counties of Maine, : 
all along northern New England, and on the borders of the great The Black and Yellow Warbler. (Dendroica maculosa.) 
inland seas. They are found in all the water-courses of the United ree s 
States, from Maine to Florida. Audubon is disposed to credit fee 
them with greater intelligence than is ordinarily found in the fam- This species is about five inches long and seven inches broad; 

ily to which they belong. They avoid, with the utmost diligence, the wing measures two and a half inches, and the tail two inches; 
all near approaches with the rifle, placing sentinels to watch while crown clear ash; front, iris, and behind the ear, black; over the 

they are feeding, who a take cognizance of the most eye a fine line of white, and another small touch of the same im- 
stealthy movements of their natural enemy—the sportsman. They mediately under ; back nearly all black ; shoulders thinly streaked 
dive with the utmost celerity and at the faintest warning, and only with olive; rump yellow; tail-coverts jet-black; inner vanes of 
associate with birds whose habits are as quick as their own. Their the lateral tail-feathers white, to within half an inch of the tip, 

flight is very rapid, long sustained, and very powerful. Audubon where they are black ; two middle ones wholly black ; whole lower 
claims that they can easily traverse a space of ninety miles in an parts rich yellow, spotted from the throat downward with black 
hour—a feat which seems incredible considering the weight of streaks; vent white; tail slightly forked; wings black, crossed 
their bodies. The whistling made by the movement of their wings, with two broad transverse bars of white; legs brown; bill black. 

he also assures us, can be heard for full a half-mile. This beautiful little species is abundant in the woodlands of the 
Their food, on the sea-shore, consists of mollusks, crustaceous eastern part of the United States. Wilson claims to have found it 

and small fish, which give to their flesh an unpleasant flavor; on among the magnolias, not far from Fort Adams, on the Mississippi, 

inland waters, where the diet is more varied, they are eagerly and that he first met with it on the banks of the Little Miami, near 
sought for, for the table. Their nests are usually built in the hol- its junction with the Ohio. Mr. Peale is said to have first discov- 
low top of some tall stub of a tree, and are composed of grass, dead ered this species near Philadelphia. The notes of the Black and 
leaves, bits of moss, and lined with down from its own breast. Yellow Warbler have a peculiar chirping sound. It may mostly 

In it they lay from six to ten eggs, which are almost equally be seen darting about on the outer branches of trees on the border 
rounded on both ends, of a greenish-blue color, and average from of water-courses. 

nearly two and one-half by one and three-quarter inches in di- 
mensions. And Shiéldebrand adds, that in common with the Vel- , 5 i 
vet Duck, it breeds abundantly in Lapland, on the banks of the ‘The: Blackburiian @y athlon (72 ee 
Tornea, within the arctic circle, and nearly to the northern ex- Fig. 3, Male. Fig. 4, Female. 
tremity of Europe. 

In their autumn migrations the males usually precede the fe- This active and most lovely species of Warblers is abundant in 
males by at least a fortnight, and spend the early part of the win- woodlands in the Eastern States. On the Magdalen Islands in the 
ter apart from them. Gulf of St. Lawrence, in June, Audubon remarks that he heard 

the song of this beautiful Warbler, consisting of five or six loud 

notes, which it uttered from the branches of a fir-tree while en- 

gaged in quest of its prey. 
PLATE XXXVI. The Blackburnian Warbler is about four and a half inches long 

and seven inches broad. A stripe of rich orange passes over the 

The Blue Yellow-backed Warbler. (Parula americana.) eye, and there is a small touch of the same beneath it; the throat 

: and breast brilliant orange; other under-parts whitish, more or less 
eee tinged with yellow, and streaked with black ; vent white; the back 

According to Dr. Coues, the male, in spring, blue; back with a black, more or less interrupted with yellowish ; wings marked with 

golden-brown patch ; throat and breast yellow, with a rich brown a large lateral patch of white; tail a little forked ; bill and legs 
or blackish patch, the former sometimes extending along the sides ; brown. The female is yellow where the male is orange; the 
belly, eyelids, two wing-bars, and several tail-spots, white; lores black streaks are also more obscure and less numerous. 
black ; upper mandible black, under flesh-colored. ‘The female, 

in spring with the blue less bright; the back and throat patches 

not so well defined; young, with the blue glossed with greenish, The Hermit Thrush. (Zurdus pallasiz.) 
and these patches obscure or wanting; but always recognizable by Fig. 5 
the other marks and very small size—four and one-half to four and 
three-quarter inches; wings two and one-third inches; tail one This shy, but exquisite songster, known also as the ‘* Swamp 
and three-quarter inches. Angel” and the ‘‘ Swamp Robin,” like nearly all birds gifted with
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WHITE-THROATED AND WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS. 49 
ar ee ee 

the powers of song, is exceedingly plain in his apparel. His under markings; edge of the wings yellow; belly white. Length about 
parts are white, anteriorly touched with the slightest tint of buff; seven inches, and nine inches across the wings; tail from three to 
sides olive; fore part of the breast and sides of the throat distinctly four inches. The range of the White-throated Sparrow compasses 
marked with sub-triangular spots of dark olive-brown, with bill of all parts of North America from the Great Plains, east, north, and 
a dusky yellowish hue. Length about seven inches, wing three south, touching the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlantic, and the extreme 
and one-half, tail two and one-fourth inches. The range of the arctic regions. It winters in the Southern States, being found 
Hermit Thrush is from the Mississippi eastward throughout North there in great abundance from October to May, where, according 
America to the arctic regions. It is, however, a rare bird, exceed- to Audubon, it is considered a great delica_y. Its favorite breed- 
ingly shy and secluded in its habits, though, when captured young, ing places are from 44° latitude north, where it arrives from 
is easily tamed. Fearful and retiring in the presence of man, it the rst to the 20th of May. The nest is usually built upon the 
attacks its natural enemy, the hawk, with great vigor and courage, ground, in various situations, in swampy thickets, in pasture cradle- 
forcing him to retire discomfited. Its favorite winter haunts are holes, and sometimes in the hollow of decayed stumps. It is large, 
in the Southern States, where great numbers may be found, and in deep, and roomy, constructed of moss, grasses, twigs, and lined 
Southern Illinois it has been observed at this season as far north as with hair, feathers, and silken grasses. The eggs are usually four 
latitude 38°. It is one of the earliest of our migratory birds, ar- in number, sometimes ranging as high as seven, of a greenish- 
riving in Maine, where it breeds in vast numbers, by the middle of white, and blotched all over with a rusty brown. The White- 
April. Its return journey is performed during the latter part of throated Sparrow produces but one brood during the season. It 
October. When migrating, they fly in small straggling parties, is gregarious in its habits, and may be seen in flocks, near moist 
and never indulge in song. thickets. Its song would be very pleasing were it more varied. 

During its season of courtship, it is rarely to be met with outside In confinement, they become very tame, and, during the spring 

of the deepest and most remote forests, and nearly always in damp months, sing night and day. They are very abundant among the 

and swampy localities. Its nests are nearly always built upon the White Mountains, and are known there as the Peabody-bird. Dr. 
ground, in open places, or under low spreading brush, and near its Brewer says of its song, that it ‘is rather sprightly and pleasing 

favorite swamp. It is composed of dead leaves, dried grasses, and than plaintive ;” that ‘‘in each case their refrain is measured by 

twigs, and is lined with the inner peelings of bark, fine soft sedges, twelve syllables, but these versions bear but a slight resemblance 
and grasses. The eggs vary from four to five in number, and are to the real notes ;” and that ‘‘ they are repeated quite constantly, 

uniform in color, being of a bluish-green, varying from .88 to .94 and with little or no variation, and soon become monotonous.” He 
in length by .63. interprets his song as follows: ‘‘I—have—got—plenty—to-e-at, 

Both Wilson and Audubon were unfamiliar with the wonderful but no che-eze.” Samuels, however, claims for his song real 

gift of song with which this bird is possessed. Wilson says it has beauty. He tells us that ‘¢ it is difficult of description, but resem- 

‘‘ only in spring an occasional squeak, like that of a young stray bles nearly the syllables ’ché a dée de; dé-d-de, dé-d-de, dé-d-de, 
chicken.” Audubon’s testimony is equally erroneous. ‘The Her- dé-d-de, uttered at first loud and clear, and rapidly falling in tone 

mit Thrush,” he says, ‘‘ has no song, and only utters a soft, plaint- and decreasing in volume.” 
ive note, seldom heard at a greater distance than twenty-five or No sooner do these welcome visitors arrive than every hedge 
thirty yards.” With the exception of the Wood Thrush, we have and fence is alive with them. They form parties of some forty or 

no bird to compare with the Hermit Thrush in the beauty and fifty birds, and fly down from time to time upon the surrounding 
melody of his song. It begins low, sweet, and exceedingly soft, district in search of food; hopping gaily about as they peck the 
and, rising, ends abruptly in the highest, the sharpest of ringing small grass-seeds that constitute their principal nourishment, and 

notes. No silver horn, no tinkling bell, ever emitted purer notes. hurrying back to their perch at the first intimation of danger. 
Mr. Burroughs describes his song in words so fitting that we can not Nothing can be more amicable than the terms on which they seem 

resist the temptation to quote them. ‘I often hear him,” he says, tolive. The time between their excursions over the field is passed, 

‘¢a long way off, sometimes over a quarter of a mile away, when only not in noisy strife, but in pouring forth a constant flow of song, so 

the stronger and more perfect parts of his music reach me; and, sweet as to please the ears of the most indifferent or unmusical 

through the general chorus of wrens and warblers, I detect his listener. At early dawn, the little community is roused by a 

song, rising pure and serene, asif a spirit from some remote height peculiar shrill warning cry, somewhat resembling the syllable 

were slowly chanting a divine accompaniment. This song appeals “twit.” This is uttered during the night, when, no doubt, it is 

to the sentiment of the beautiful in me, and suggests a serene re- intended as an intimation that all is well. Should the day be 

ligious beatitude, as no other sound in nature does. It is, perhaps, warm, the whole flock seek shelter in the woods, and deport them- 

more of an evening than a morning hymn, though I hear it all selves upon the branches of the wild vine—rarely, however, flying 
- hours of the day. It is very simple, and I can hardly tell the se- to any great distance from their usual haunts. 

cret of its charm. ‘Ospheral, spheral! he seems to say. ‘O The White-throated Sparrow is always an ornament to any land- 
holy, holy! O clear away, clear away! O clear up, clear up?’ scape, and his melody is ever charming. His food is chiefly of 

interspersed with the finest trills and the most delicate preludes. insects, the farmer’s pests, varying it occasionally with a few ber- 

It is not a proud, gorgeous strain, like the Tanager’s or the Gros- ries and small seed. 

beak’s; suggests no passion or emotion—nothing personal; but 

seems to be the voice of that calm, sweet solemnity one attains to a ae 

in his best moments. It realizes a peace and a deep solemn joy The White-crowned Sparrow. (Zonotrichia leucophrys.) 

: that only the finest souls may know.” Fit 

The portraiture of this species was made from a beautiful speci- 

The White-throated Sparrow, or Peabody-bird. (Zoxotrichia albicollis.) men presented by Dr. J. M. Wheaton, Ornithologist of the Ohio 
. State Geological Survey. Its characteristics are similar to the 

Higec. White-throated Sparrow, but not so abundant. The male is about 

This beautiful Sparrow is easily recognized by the two black seven inches and a half long, and ten inches broad; the bill is a 

‘ stripes on his crown separated by one of white, and by his pure cinnamon-brown; the crown is a pure white, bounded on each side 

white throat, sharply defined against the dark ash of the breast and by a narrow stripe of black, then again by a narrow stripe of white 

sides of the neck and head. His back is continuously streaked passing over the eye; the chin is white; the breast, sides of the 
with black, chestnut, and tawny white; rump ashy, destitute of neck, and the upper parts pale ash color; the back streaked with



50 WINTER WREN—CERULEAN WARBLER. | 
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dark rusty brown, with a bluish tinge; the greater and lesser wing- | 

coverts are tipped broadly with white, forming two handsome white 5 : . 

bands across the wings; the rump and tail-coverts are drab, tipped PLATE XXXVII. 

with lighter color; tail rounded, and of a dusky color, edged with The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. (Potioptila coerulea.) | 

drab; belly white; vent pale ochre; legs and feet reddish-brown ; 5 

eye hazel; the lower eyelid white. Fig. 1. | 

This active and sprightly little bird would rank among the most ’ 
The Winter Wren. (Z+oglodytes Ryemalés:) diminutive species were it not for the length of the tail. It is 

commonly seen in the tops of tall trees. Its motions are rapid and - 
Fig. 8 incessant, appearing most always in quest of prey, darting from 

This bird, which is one of our smallest species, can never be bouge 2 Dongs With Rage ee ane elevated tail; niesiag j - : only at times a feeble song, or squeaking notes of ‘tree, tree, mistaken when once seen. His back is a deep rufous-brown, * a ° p 2 
5 A tree.” Its first visits are paid to the blooming willows along the darkest on the head, brightest-on the rump and tail; head and neck : y es 3 ; . borders of water-courses. This species is also very dexterous as plain; the rest marked with numerous short dusky, sometimes : Se ae ‘ : a fly-catcher, and, by some good authors on ornithology, it is whitish, interrupted bars. Wings dusky, dark-barred, and edged : ‘ vod eet : ; classed among the Fly-catchers. According to Wilson, it builds its with rufous. Below, dark-brown, with belly, flanks, and under eee : S : i z . ; cs nest about the beginning of May, the time it arrives in the Middle tail-coverts strongly marked with dusky and whitish. Length eo = 

: : States from the South, which it generally fixes among the twigs from three to four inches, wing about two, tail one and one-half . : g 
es Z ee - . of a tree, sometimes at the height of ten feet from the ground, and zi inches. The Winter Wren is not an abundant bird, but is found ; : ee : . A . : : sometimes fifty feet high, on the extremities of the tops of a high everywhere in the United States. It is only partially migratory, : : 5 : 2 ; : : tree in the woods. ‘This nest is formed of very slight and perish- many of them passing the whole year near their breeding places. : ‘ 

4 5 : able materials—the husks of buds, stems of old leaves, withered It is the most abundant of winter birtls on the Pacific coast, brav- 
coy tel damp, and dreary winters of Oregon and Washington blossoms of weeds, and down from the stalks of fern, coated on : 
ene ie ue cea h z ‘ ihe ao progChleh aaah foe the outside with gray lichen, and lined with a few horse-hairs. 
a sens, etn 1 Soe eee PP ae The length of this species is four and a half inches, and about the purpose of breeding. It breeds all along Central New York, ae 3 i : ; : ‘i six and a half inches broad. Front line over the eye and bill the beautiful shores of Oneida Lake being one of its favorite spots. ‘ 5 : ; rs black; the latter somewhat notched at the tip. The plumage Its nest is a most wonderful piece of architecture. It is pouch- : ‘ ‘ 

? Z ; above, light bluish-gray, brightest on the head; below, bluish- shape, composed of moss and lichens, two inches or more in ay Se : : ‘i : eee white and pale (white in the females). Tail edged with blue; its thickness, very large and deep, and lined with bits of fur and the 5 ss ss 
fail f varions birds. The eggs are usually five in number coverts black. Wings brownish-black; some of the secondaries eathers of va irds. g ; i : ‘ 
and pure white, marked with purplish slate blotches and reddish- next the body edged with white. Legs pale blue. Iris hazel. 
brown spots. Audubon describes one, found at the foot of a tree, 

as ‘¢a protuberance covered with moss and lichens, resembling 

those excrescences which are often seen on our forest-trees, with The Black-throated Green Warbler. (Dendroica virens.) 
this difference, that the aperture was perfectly rounded, clean, and Figeas 
quite smooth. I put my finger into it, and felt the pecking of a 
bird’s bill, while a querulous cry was emitted.” Shy, active, inquis- This acknowledged lively and active little species frequents the 
itive, this little bird is ever on the alert. I have followed one for high branches and tops of trees, in the woods, in search of the 
rods and rods along an old stone fence, in some upland pasture, larvee of insects that prey on the opening buds. Their song, 
and have been barely able to keep him in sight. Darting in and consisting of a few singular chirping notes, resembles the syl- 
out the stone wall, hopping, skipping, forever in motion, his little lables ’te dé ter-itscéd, sometimes te derisca, pronounced prett 2 BODDINE eetppUue P BEY, 
short tail, like a cockade, stuck straight in air, he wins your affec- loud and slow, and the tones proceed from high tolow. This note 
tion and your admiration at once; and that must be a miserable is very much like the call of the Chickadee, and at times both are 
scamp who would aim a shot-gun at this beautiful and harmless heard amidst the reigning silence of the summer moon. It is said 
little creature. His song, too, is a marvel. Where, in all that to be abundant in the forests of the eastern part of the United 
little bundle of brown feathers, can so much melody be hid? States. 
Alike unconscious and unambitious, coy and retiring, in his mo- This bird is five inches long and seven inches broad. The back, 
ments of pleasure he will pour forth a song at once fluent and crown, and hind head clear yellow-olive; front, cheeks, sides of 
copious, and instinct with the purest rhythms. The notes vibrate, the breast, and line over the eye pure yellow; chin and throat 
melt to the sweetest plaintiveness, and leave on the memory only black; the sides under the wings are spotted with black; belly 
the sweetest of emotions. and vent are white; the wings dusky black, marked with two white 

The Winter Wren is closely allied to the common Wren of bars. Tail dusky, edged with light ash color; the thin exterior 
Europe. It has a most charming mythical history, and the kind- feathers spotted on their inner webs with white, as appears in most 
liest mention in all literatures. In Germany, he is called the Zaun | Warblers. The legs and feet are brownish-yellow; the iris of the 
Koénig—Hedge King. Grimm, in his delightful Folk Lore tales, eye deep brown or blue. 

" has gathered some of the fables told of him in that country. Both 

Aristotle and Pliny speak of him as disputing with the Eagle the : 
sovereignty of the feathered creation. The Blue or Cerulean Warbler, (Dendroica cerulea.) 

Considering the diminutive size of this bird, and his retiring = 

habits, it is singular that the title of King should so universally aS 
have been given him. The French call him Roitelet—Little King. This is another very delicately plumaged species of Warbler, 
The Greeks gave him the same title, Buscioxos—Little King; the and is amongst the rarest summer residents of the Atlantic States. 
Romans, /egulus; the Swedes, Kungs-fogel—King’s Fowl; the It is very abundant in the Southern States. During summer, it 
Danes, Hugle-kong—Fowl-king; the Dutch, Winter Koninkje— | visits the Middle States, retiring early in the fall. This species 
little Winter King. A most charming essay might be written on also has many of the habits of the Fly-catcher, warbling at times 
this little bird, the material being most abundant, but our limited in a lively manner ; and, though its song be short, it is at the same 
space forbids following the subject further, time sweet and mellow.



y ee 
PL. XXXVI 

q 2 gy” 
asf 

a? Tg 
hs Be 

: 
ry 

: am 2 i J 
OGY. 

iota 
a 

an 

, ‘ 
: ¢y 

wy if 
Sp ) a 

s A 
: mn f °S 

4 
F = 

Se 
4 & 

: Ae 
meee esl 

see wee Se 

ed ro Soe ee =e Se 

90 i eT Sa cheats sd aie ae aa acts ewe peste per 

Re Pr ee ee ek 
a Rae ETc AUAAaaet soe eA Eee aie 

uuminecas tia Sager 

SS aes FeO. 
Ses 

ehignieiaaracceian i biases 
ees 

ee Pe 0 
ee es EE TI ee 

stele oe Se 

" PS ee So. 
WOES SS GO: 

Fj gine ee 
RR 

"SA aaa 
sae, Bee eR gee Ge eat See

 

ee a 
poraenioe anna pee wry oo ee Rae tee RS 

TEES ORE ie eects CS ES 
ee 

* Tiga ‘ i oo Se eee aa 

pee (ROT sy RE anata ea aa ay SSG HE ee eA 

= Pe Ree eee ; TS 

ry, > my 

4 Me hey Rohe Foe > 

a dep cd Reale ee SR &: Bg I: 3 fees } y 

a 5 Vy foe 
K 5 

apie ese as cnt 
Aa 2 ese D.. xe 

J yeaa agen 
ona 5 Sia UR & ‘ oot Ga ee meant eerste 

ao aes gee gel oa Me ee Aa 
AS Pee Ae 

5 2 eR Ce a ee Sees aS OS eee See 
ah Ree © eS AES Pe oS 

5 aR 
ES os yy Lo] Se Ce Pe AY eo figs foe. 

Sr ei Toate “4 ae Oe 6 aN eae 
Fue 

eh sane Seat eee ok he 
fee Sg a fee = 

ee ee OPAL y 

nie ge ho yee TOS ea
e ee 

ere ee 
fg Poh Wits ca = : 

ee eee oe . 48 ae Be ee ee BTS at Se ee i 

Ni a DR ae She x i 
Bases Rhys ee eS 

ee be i rf inital eee 
eed A 

ONES ae et le Bhd: ae ao FE as ee 
Khe, 

eee Pe ae PE ag eer NON Te ER oR RE RS ie 

eae 
ee al BRM en IR 

é So Baas air Se 
vere hen Me 

: Sp ANie gael OE MO i ke ern ee Ses eats 

PS ee a ae 
SS ll al Ba) ae Ee aN se 

a SO ae 
Be ae , soe at i BREN I See 

Syres “hee © ee Stun so) 23 ae ee Na i ee 

oe ee oe pS 
GE IRR RR 

SSP or ee Bee ae We pe : SEEN SN SS 

ees Bi He Me hoies SB NN . PEA SN 

te a eu of bas ee pe 
NS Sse 2 ss én a . t x5 

~ yg ee ots cre 
ES >: a NN 

Wee, VE Ae ie ee ee SS Safi Pe ee YE: 

ee ee Ce 
a ee 

SP oe SRR 2 SoaNae hea 

oR GN Pte a a F LEC BS DY NU nee 

Ppt Se Sort See yi ros Seed a 
Pas a 

Ey ae oh a REE aes St 
roa) yet 

Pa A RS * - a yoo fer ae 

= a ee ee aires | Y in bl ery = 
ae 

Try Nee _ rae 
Pg



a Pee ne Seon oe ae ei eee 7 ; api ee ee ee LEM SE pee eee eee r saat ee eo ee SV ny ae era ae eS ts SEDER, ET aah) Une ao ee a Peete pee pass ea OE ree ; 
eer en es : , : ee ee Os gl OP ee eS 

Me ee ; : S05 aa es ets, ; : os a ie Pe irs Cartes : . els SES re Bee ee ; ee et Sp rar ' ; Le a ee Ree o eR eee : Ss an 3 
eat) sence De : : 2) ee 

nee oo Ae ee gs ; 5 ia ieee eg | 
ore pi fei ae Toe ara ji cr enc a a 
pees aren 

eee era i 
earn ee > : ; * a ay he hia - rs i Ae tae i : 

a 

E } ee ae 

. 
i | 2 oh : iseae ‘| a 

: 

Freie Cs er 

1 on UR i aie a 
a oS enn ; ; ane ae one , : F . ; ee ee f 

c 
Lt i eae a EE 

i J ph eee a PS Seen 3 : 
sar Pe 

EP ae ee ; ee 
TS ae 

; TSS ar ed 

| 

Ot Eee rere | 
: ee es 

ba at ema Se ; E 4 “Tlie ) PSA ee et & if oo Re ee 
; 

sa eee : : j a eee 
: 

: 
1 Sp Oe Sere 

| , Sa eee ee ‘os 2 epee 
: 

ie oe eed : yt 2 ee ee ae , ; enol Aa arn 
: So eee 

= ph 2 See a i od 
| | 

Ua | 
iin ae 

: 

om hag Bet ates aa 
| 

os oy ner ey ae 2? it ae | 

Mitts ; ; a ae ; 

“aes : oa 
SFist Sa ae Bate etl / t 

oe cells ‘ » ie a Reta ee 
) 

od 
: 

= aie ane 
2 Ve Seat 

$s iS. ee eee 

eee : seer s3- Re oe 
. 

ne on tht eae ia) A er 

i Vie eee ae ne i 
c i hie alam spt eee , - : cee 4 ia PO (eat aa >) F 

os | geet aaa 
. 

¢ ie tae eet. 8 SS 

~\i ee ; ; oe ea cees 
y Saag R 

| 
Opus eu Slt ee e 5 OL ge ene 5 es egies . 

3 «BE pene q i AA ook See aa 

1 7 Sheps pate Seis ty a : < Ce ee Ley Ape ee , 3 ‘ k ? ie aa. Eee 
_ 

: a a Sh lh ae meee? c 

ihe. Pik Mek, 2 ie a es pee 
| 

fr Pa aa Beiter Pehiag. *o Surlal ite Jae ole ean 

3 ec : ghee ae ae oe et Soe ene A oe a ae = ‘ ety gees: ; a ae i ue leae ae a ue ieee ei E uy" ‘fg ete yes OS Wee aa, SVE at NC cee i ‘ f eer ois yo) Stee Bae | a i el Ahi ica 
Ff 

ie .. See pe Oe Geet eee 
Teed os 2 ent ; 4 s Basa Bdge Cae ae TR ee a fie Hee Bp ie op eanoae 5-2 ume att Celie Si ok ese cgi as oe S eee! . peer aee peg Ae, * ees fees eres Gait Malas 
= ane 

Pei eR ore Us aan Sak. oe eee ee Agree ; oo wig fr. Srl get ee eee eee ees 3 : er aN oo es — Fi . eee Fo 
3 Cea: : F Do Seti NE bella Sia 
pst a ae 

EO hiya Saati ie i 
Spi or ae ee = Ein oo a: ee : Shae ; ge eee Paneok: 2 
a: ee ect © ¢ : | oi F er eee an Pe ala hela 
gee) Mee eae ‘ she pa ap 5 eat ib) apg be dhe liual 6s eee aa 

ae Neeie an a Beer eia 2S - one ae 22) Sa ae be ee es as ia: 2 Mg ety % $<» Uae aetana ibe peed So lk ited alge eae ee Bi 7 Sea maine Aa Soho gc | eR ma Reg Rh 2) 5 (lh recs aif ea ere, ee pret ee erates sss ie ic Saye ees ee eal tead ia = |: RMRAMpstis estat Eien gen ee Filsks S Rva8 bak yy SAR nile Sra eS i Rime thet lec re Pays 
SEE Iatt i eth ies ee se it 

eee pa uaa se } ie tps edb dane ae 5 
Reeve yey 2 fren gs es aie Roem N es cats ; Sia Ua eee 

Bees eee pees be ; a paws “hoor tai ene a 

SS ee ‘ pe arent 3 er 3 et ; 3 ey eee A ieee. 

eel Se epetpan soba cc ae a > Siig g soc ia Sues iels (educa ae nc as anlar eit RMR neh tS aun Mrs 3) SPS es, Noha ee Soh, Senge tek eka Sem ea nS ; poetics: tt. Pr oeeserS oRea Mies ay an cee Lally aes ye tena i: set ; SE Ree es Set ae nl clebe eaba Se Te acer i et | 72 Taare aire nea ete ney eer ae ahaa Soak | 33 Vi 5 Ee nee We = ee, ae ae Sie



W ARBLERS—GOLDEN-CROWNED THRUSH. 51 ce ee ee ee 
: This bird is four and a half inches long, and seven and a half on the islands of Key West during the autumn and early winter of 

inches broad. Front, upper part of the head, and back verditer- 1870. They frequented the drier portions of the Key, but did not 
blue, with a few streaks of black on the upper part of the back. sing. A little later, im February, I found them common in the 
Wings and tail black, edged with pale blue. Tail forked; a white mangrove swamps along the coast of the mainland. . . . .« 
spot in the five lateral feathers on each side; the two middle more Although these birds are found in localities of this description in 
slightly marked with the same. From the eye backward a line of Southern Florida, those which migrate northward pass over the 
dusky blue. Bill dusky above, light blue below. Legs and feet drier portions of the state, and I found them associating with other 
light blue. Warblers in the thickly-wooded hammocks on Indian River. In 

Massachusetts, however, they prefer an entirely different kind of 
os 5 country, for they are always found in dry fields which have partly 

The Mourning Warbler. (GeothlyAi's philadelphia.) grown up to bushes. Here they build their nests, in June, com- 
; Fig. 4. monly placing them in a bush but a few feet from the ground. Q : : : : The song of the Prairie Warbler is singular, and quite unlike that 

This very rare species of Warbler was first discovered by Wil- | of any other member of the family, for the birds trill a species of 
son. In its habits of frequenting marshy ground, and flitting | musical scale, commencing low down and ascending rapidly. The 
through low bushes, in quest of insects, it appears very similar to notes are indescribable, but, if once heard, will not easily be for- 
the Maryland Yellow-throat. The discoverer, however, also dis- gotten.” 

tinguished it more importantly by the novelty of its sprightly and The Prairie Warbler is about five inches long and seven inches 
pleasant warble. Nuttall says: «It possessed all the manners of | broad. Above, yellow-olive, inclining to green, and considerably 
the common species, was equally busy in search of insects in the brighter on the crown; a few pale-bay spots, mingled with the 
low bushes, and, at little intervals, warbled out some very pleasant olive on the upper part of the back. From the nostrils, over and 
notes, which, though they resembled the lively chant of the Mary- | under the eye, yellow; lores black—below, rich yellow; vent pale 
land Yellow-throat, even to the wetdshee, yet they were more yellow; wings dusky ; coverts edged and tipped with pale yellow ; 
agreeably varied, so as to approach in some degree the song of the primaries and greater wing-coverts edged and tipped with light 
the Summer Yellow-bird.” yellow; the second row of coverts is wholly yellow; the lesser 

This species is five inches long and seven inches broad. Bill is coverts olive; the tail is brownish-black, but lighter on the edges ; 
brownish-black above, and dusky below; iris hazel; head of a | the three outer feathers are broadly spotted with white. 
dull brownish slate color; the back, head, and tail a deep greenish- 
olive; the tips of the wings and the center of the tail-feathers are 

a 1 
ay nue ae The Golden-crowned Thrush or Oven-bird. (Sccurus aurocapillus.) 

and feet (as in the Maryland Yellow-throat) pale flesh-color. Fig. 7, Male. | Fig. 8, Female. 

A very common species of Eastern North America, Alaska, The Bay-breasted or Autumnal Warbler. (Dendroica castanea.) Mexico, and the West Indies. It may be found mostly in ceed 
Fig. §: woodland, devoting much of its time on the ground, rustling 

among the leaves. During summer it may be found throughout 
This is another very rare species of Warbler. According to the forests of the United States and Canada, arriving in the Middle 

Bonaparte, discovered and first described by Wilson. It is an and Northern States about the beginning of May or last of April, 
active insect-hunter, and keeps much toward the tops of the high- and departing for tropical America, Mexico, Jamaica, Hispaniola, 
est trees, where it darts about with great activity, and hangs from and other West India islands early in September. According to 
the twigs, with fluttering wings. It has many of the habits and Nuttall: ‘*The Golden-crowned Thrush, shy and retiring, is never 
manners of the Titmouse. seen out of the shade of the woods, and sits and runs along the 

This species is five inches long, and ten and one-half inches ground often like the Lark. It also frequents the branches of 
broad. Bill black; iris hazel; the crown a very bright bay; be- trees, and sometimes moves its tail in the manner of the Wagtails. 
neath, except the sides, dull yellowish-white ; hind head and back It has few pretensions to song, and, while perched in the deep and 
streaked with black, on a grayish-buff ground; wings brownish- | shady part of the forest, it utters, at intervals, a simple, long reit- 
black, with two bars of white; tail forked, brownish-black, edged erated note of ’tshe, tshe, tshe, tshe, tshe, rising from low to high 

_ with ash. Behind the eye is a broad oblong spot of yellowish- and shrill, so as to give but little idea of the distance or place from 
white, inclining to buff. Legs dusky, and the claws are extremely whence the sound proceeds, and often appearing, from the loud- 
sharp-pointed, for easy climbing and hanging. ness of the closing cadence, to be much nearer than it really is. 

As soon as discovered, like the Wood-thrush, it darts at once tim- 
idly into the depths of its sylvan retreat. During the period of 

The Prairie Warbler. (Dendroica discolor.) incubation, the deliberate lay of the male, from some horizontal 
Fig. 6 branch of the forest-tree, where he often sits usually still, is a 

tshe, te tshe, tt tshe, tt tshee, gradually rising and growing louder. 
This species is considered abundant in the Middle and Southern Toward dusk in the evening, however, it now and then utters a 

States, and east as far as Massachusetts. It may generally be sudden burst of notes, with a short, agreeable warble, which ter- 
: found in sparse low woodlands, cedar thickets, and old fields minates commonly in the usual ’tshe, te tshe. Its curious oven- 

grown up to scrub-pines. It is remarkable for its quaint and cu- shaped nest (whence the name ‘ Oven-bird’) is known to all the 
rious song. Their slender filing notes, which are uttered every sportsmen who traverse the solitary wilds which it inhabits. This 
half-minute, resemble the suppressed syllables ’tsh, “tsk, “tsk, "tshéd, | ingenious fabric is sunk a little into the ground, and generally sit- 
beginning low and gradually growing louder, having nearly the uated on some dry and mossy bank contiguous to bushes, or on an 

_. same slender whistle as the species Black-poll Warbler. It is uncleared surface. It is formed with great neatness of dry blades 
said to be an expert fly-catcher, constantly darting into the air in | of grass, and lined with the same. It is then surmounted by a 
pursuit of winged insects. thick inclined roof of similar materials; the surface scattered with 

. Maynard, in his valuable work, ‘‘ The Birds of Florida,” says: leaves and twigs, so as to match the rest of the ground, and an 
**The Prairie Warblers were very abundant in the dense thickets entrance is left at the side.” According to Wilson: ‘When



82 CHESTNUT-SIDED AND BLACK-POLLED WARBLERS. i 
ne ; 

alarmed, it escapes from the nest in great silence and rapidity, 

running along the ground like a worm, as if afraid to tread too The Black-polled Warbler. (Dendroica striata.) 

heavily on the leaves. If you stop to examine its nest, it also 

stops, droops its wings, flutters, and tumbles along, as if hardly Fig. 3. 

able to crawl, looking back now and then to see whether you are This species is one of those silent, shy, and solitary birds that 

taking notice of it. lf you slowly follow, it leads you fifty or sixty mostly seek the deep retreats of the forest, and are not very gen- 

yards off, in a direct line from “its nest, seeming at every os erally known to the public. It is said when the Black-polls appear 
vance to be gaining fresh strength; and when it — in force, the collecting season is about over. Wilson says: ‘* This 
decoyed you to a sufficient distance, it suddenly wheels off and bird may be considered as occupying an intermediate station be- . 
disappears.” . ee tween the Fly-catchers and the Warblers, having the manners of 

The Cow-pen Bunting frequently selects this bird to ack the part the former, and the bill, partially, of the latter. The nice grada- 

of a foster parent to its young. It deposits its eggs in the nest, tions by which nature passes from one species to another, even in 
and leaves the result to the tender mercy of the Thrush, who gen- this department of the great chain of beings, will forever bafile all ; 

erally performs the duties with care. ae 5 : the artificial rules and systems of man. And this truth every fresh 
This species is six inches long, and nine inches from tip to tip discovery must impress more forcibly on the mind of the observing 

of wing. Below, pure white, the breast covered with deep-brown naturalist? 

pencil-shaped spots ; above, rich yellow-olive ; the tips of the wings This species is an active insect-hunter, and keeps much toward 

and inner vanes of the quills dusky browns aS anes: first prima= the tops of the highest trees, where it darts about with great activ- 
ries are about equal ; from the nostrils a dusky line passes to the ity, and hangs from the twigs with fluttering wings. Audubon 

hind head; crown brownish orange; legs pale flesh color; bill says: 

dusky. “It enters Louisiana as early as the middle of February. At 
this time it is seen gleaning food among the taller branches of the 

willows, maples, and other trees that overhang the rivers and 

lakes. Its migrations eastward follow the advance of the season, 

PLATE XXXVIIIL and I have not been able to comprehend why it is never seen in 

i the maritime parts of South Carolina, while it is abundantly found 
The Chestnut-sided Warbler. (Denxdrotca pennsylvanica.) . in the State of New Jersey close to the sea-shore. There you 

Fig. 1, Male. Fig. 2, Female. would think that it had changed its habits 5 for, instead of skipping 

among the taller branches of trees, it is seen moving along the 

This is one of our rare and beautiful species that probably winter trunks and large limbs, almost in the manner of a Certhia, search- 
in tropical America. It generally appears in the Middle and ing the chinks of the bark for larve and pupae. They are met 

Eastern States early in May, on its way to breed. In Canada and with in groups of ten, twelve, or more, in the end of April, but 

around Hudson’s Bay, they may be seen in the spring. Accord- after that period few are to be seen. In Massachusetts, they begin to 
ing to Dr. Coues, ‘*They are abundant in woodland in the east- appear nearly a month later, the intervening time being no doubt 

ern part of the United States.” According to Wilson: ‘It is one spent on their passage through New York and Connecticut. I 

of those transient visitors that pass through Pennsylvania in April found them, at the end of May, in the eastern part of Maine, and 

and May, on their way farther north to breed. During its stay met with them wherever we landed on our voyage to Labrador, 

here, which seldom exceeds a week or ten days, it appears actively where they arrive from the rst to the roth of June, throwing them- 
engaged among the opening buds and young leaves, in search of selves into every valley covered by those thickets, which they 
insects; has no song but a feeble chirp or twitter, and is not nu- prefer for their breeding places. It also breeds abundantly in New- 

merous.” According to Nuttall: ‘* A few remain, no doubt to foundland. 

rear their young, in secluded mountainous situations in the North- ‘«JIn these countries, it has almost become a Fly-catcher. You 
ern States. The note of the male was very similar to that of the see it darting in all directions after insects, chasing them on wing, 
Summer Yellow-bird, being only a little louder and less whistling. and not unfrequently snapping, so as to emit the clicking sound 

It resembles ’¢sh, ’tsh, tsh, ’tshyia, given at about an interval of characteristic of the true Fly-catcher. Its activity is pleasing, but 

half a minute, and answered by his mate at some distance, near its notes have no title to be called a song. They are shrill, and 

which, it is probable, there was a nest. He appeared to be no way resemble the noise made by striking two small pebbles together, 
suspicious of our approach. His restlessness was subdued, and he more than any other sound that I know. They may be in some 

quietly sat near the same low bushes, amusing himself and his degree imitated by pronouncing the syllable sche, sche, sche, sche, 

consort for an hour at a time, with the display of his lively and so as progressively to increase the emphasis.” 

simple ditty.” According to Maynard—**In April, when the great Magnolia 

The length of this species is about five inches, and about eight is in full bloom, the Black-polled Warblers may be found in Flor- 
inches broad; the bill is black; the iris dark hazel; the front line ida. Later, in May, when all the apple orchards of New England 

over the eye and ear-feathers pure white; the crown is a brilliant are snowy with blossoms, the same birds appear and linger a time, 
yellow; a triangular patch of black beneath the eye and connected then depart for the north, arriving in the British Provinces and 
with the lores; the hind head and back are streaked with gray, an Labrador when nature has assumed her most festive garb.” 

obscure black, and a dull yellow; feathers of the back and rump The Black-poll Warbler is a gentle bird, by no means afraid of 
black, edged with greenish-yellow. The wings are dusky, the man, although it pursues some of its smaller enemies with consid- 
primaries edged with whitish; the first and second row of coverts erable courage. The sight of a Canadian Jay excites it greatly, 
broadly tipped with pale yellow; the secondaries edged with as that marauder often sucks its eggs or swallows its young. 
greenish-yellow. The tail is forked, dusky exteriorly, edged with This species is five and one-half inches long, and eight and a 
ash or with greenish-gray. Sides, from the back beneath the eye half inches broad. Whole crown pure black, upper parts streaked 
to the thighs, furnished with a broad stripe of bright chestnut; the with black and grayish-white ; cheeks white; below the eye, from 
rest of the parts below, pure white. The legs and feet are of a the lower mandible, runs a streak of small black spots—the rest ; 
light-ash color. of the lower parts white; primaries black, with greenish-yellow 

at the end, the first and second coverts broadly tipped with white ; 
enone renee: tail black, edged with ash; vent white; upper mandible black; 

lower mandible, legs, and feet flesh-color; iris hazel.
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WARBLER—SNOW-BIRD—AMERICAN CROSS-BILL. 83 a ea 

mies, and many regard it with affection. Its confidence in man 
is so great, that it will allow a horseman or foot-passenger to 

The Yellow-rumped Warbler. (Dendroeca coronata.) septa quite close to it in the street, only flying away if it has 
Wie. reason to think it will be molested. Thus it lives until the win- 

ter is passed, when it quits the towns and villages for its favorite 
This species is also known by the name of Yellow-crowned mountain or native haunts. 

Warbler and Myrtle-bird. It is one of the most numerous winter The Snow-birds seldom join company with other birds, though 
birds of the Southern States, where it passes the season in the in the villages and farm-yards they will associate with the so-called 
myrtle swamps and the hummocks of the mainland. In the “Song Sparrow” and domestic fowls, keeping, however, some- 
Middle and Northern States, it is a bird of passage, arriving from what apart. They pass the night, either perched upon a tree or 
the South the latter part of April, and proceeding north as far as in a hole, and often make a place for themselves in stacks of corn. 
Canada and Labrador to pass the summer season in the cares of In their movements, the Snow-birds much resemble the Sparrows, 
breeding and rearing their young. After an absence of about and hop very lightly over the ground, testifying great readiness to 
three months, they again appear, and continue to remain in the engage any of their kind in single combat. As soon as these birds 
Middle and Northern States, in gardens and woods, till about the return to their native places, the work of incubation commences, 
close of November, feeding almost exclusively on the myrtle wax- and the males are constantly engaged in furious contentions, 
berries, or on those of the Virginian juniper. In fine weather, in chasing each other through the trees, with wings and tail out- 
the earlier part of October, they may be seen collecting grass- spread, and thus exhibiting their plumage in all its varied beauty. 
hoppers and moths from the meadows and pastures. They often At such times, their simple but pleasing song is at its best, its prin- 
watch for the appearance of their prey from a neighboring stake cipal feature being low, drawn-out notes, that are not unlike 
or fence-rail; and, at this time, are so familiar and unsuspicious the twitter of a young Canary. When about to build, the little 
as fearlessly to approach almost within the reach of the silent pair seek a quiet spot in which to make their nest, preferring a 
spectator. While feeding, they are very active, in the manner of rock thickly covered with bushes; and then, upon the ground, 
Fly-catchers, hovering among the cedars and myrtles, with hang- they construct their home, forming it of twigs and grass, and 
ing wings, and only rest when satisfied with gleaning food. Of its lining the interior most delicately with fine moss and horse-hair. 
song, Nuttall says: ‘* This beautiful species . . . frequents The four eggs, of which a brood consists, are of a yellowish color, 
the orchards, uttering, at short intervals, in the morning, a sweet thickly covered with reddish spots, and measure five-eighths of an 
and varied, rather plaintive warble, resembling in part the song of inch across the broadest end. Both parents tend their young with 
the Summer Yellow-bird, but much more the farewell, solitary great care, feeding them for some time after they leave the nest, 
autumnal notes of the Robin Redbreast of Europe. The tones, and warning them of danger by a peculiar cry. The Sparrow 
at times, are also so ventriloquial and variable in elevation that it Hawk may be regarded as the most formidable of their many : 
is not always easy to ascertain the spot from whence they proceed.” enemies. Wilson mentions having seen this bird continually 
This species may also be seen in Mexico and Central America. hovering in their neighborhood, watching for a favorable oppor- 
The length of the male bird is about five inches and a half, its tunity, and when the proper moment arrived, the destroyer would 
breadth about eight inches. swoop down upon its victim, seize it, and carry it to the nearest 

tree to be devoured. The length of the male bird is five inches and 
three-quarters, its breadth nearly seven inches; the female is five 

The Snow-bird. (Funco hyemalis.) and a half inches in length, and eight and a quarter across. 

Fig. 5, Male. Fig. 6, Female. 

This species is one of our most common and numerous Sparrows. The Viet, op Aapertoan Cross: Bills Ouse psa 
It arrives in flocks from the northern regions in the United States Fig. 7, Male. Fig. 8, Female. 
about the middle of October, and their appearance is looked upon 
as the sign of approaching winter. ‘*I have traveled,” says This remarkably formed species is an inhabitant of both conti- 
Wilson, <‘ over the country, from North Maine to Georgia, a dis- nents. Those in North America are considered the dwarfs of the 
tance of 1,800 miles, but I do not think there was a day, or indeed family, on account of the smallness of their size. <‘‘ On first 
an hour, in which I did not see a flock of these birds, often number- glancing,” says Wilson, ‘at the bill of this extraordinary bird, 
ing thousands; and several travelers with whom I conversed gave one is apt to pronounce it deformed and monstrous; but, on atten- 
me similar accounts of their experience.” The Snow-bird is an in- tively observing the use to which it is applied by the owner, and 
habitant of the northern mountains of America, where it builds its the dexterity with which he detaches the seeds of the pine-tree 
nest, and from thence it wanders south when winter closes in. It from the cone and from the husks that inclose them, we are obliged 
will also occasionally migrate as far as Europe; and Temminck to confess that no other conformation could have been so excellently 
assures us that several have been captured in Iceland, and it is adapted to the purpose; and that its deviation from the common 
upon this authority that it is reckoned amongst European birds. form, instead of being a defect or monstrosity, as the celebrated 
As stated above, these birds are seen in the United States about French naturalist insinuates, is a striking proof of the wisdom and 
October, departing in April, and migrating by night. Hosts kind superintending care of the great Creator.” The Cross-bills 
of them are found early in the morning, in localities where always inhabit pine-forests, as their food consists entirely of the 
not one was to be seen the evening before. On first arriving, seeds of the pine, fir, and larch. They are consequently more 
they fly about the outskirts of the woods and hedges, in parties numerous in the North than in the South, seeing that in northern 
of from twenty to thirty, but at a later period assemble in flocks latitudes these trees are met with over a far wider extent of country 
of some thousands. As long as the ground is uncovered, they than elsewhere. When the cones are abundant, they visit in great 
feed upon grass seed, berries, and insects, and are often to be numbers many places where they have not been for years, appear- 
found in company with Partridges, Wild Turkeys, and even ing at irregular intervals, and not confining themselves to any par- 

3 Squirrels, but as soon as the snow begins to fall, Snow-birds make ticular localities. Should the situation be suitable, they will proceed 
their appearance in the farm-yards, open roads, and streets of the at once to breed; otherwise, they merely tarry for a short time, 
town, and place themselves under the protection of man, who shows and then pass on to a more desirable resting-place. The most 
how much he is to be trusted by capturing hundreds of these favorable spots in the woods are soon taken possession of to serve 
diminutive creatures. Still, this bird has more friends than ene- as their headquarters, from whence they fly over the surrounding



‘ 
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country, returning to settle upon the same trees in the evening. ing. Its voice is flute-like and expressive, resembling that of the 
They are very social, living in pairs in the breeding season; but Bullfinch, and its song, which may be heard throughout the whole 

even during that period, will sometimes associate in considerable of the winter, is very varied and pleasing, on account of its soft, 

numbers. Their nests are made among the branches of fir-trees, clear notes. In winter, we do not hear it in perfection, as it is then 

and there they disport themselves gayly, climing nimbly, and low and disjointed; but in spring, when the male rouses all his 
assisting their movements, as parrots do, with their beaks. They energies to cheer his little mate, his tones would satisfy the most 

will hang for minutes together head downward, clinging to a twig fastidious critic. It sings during the clear light summer nights, 

or cone, seeming to enjoy this apparently uncomfortable position. and on that account is called ‘* the Watchman.” This bird has 

Their movements, when on the wing, are undulating and rapid, many other good qualities, and, owing to its gentle, confiding tem- —_, 

but they never fly to any great distance. The pleasure they ex- perament, may be easily tamed, if properly treated. It becomes, 
perience in the society of their mate is often testified by fluttering in a few days, accustomed to confinement, taking its food readily 

over the tops of the trees as they sing, after which they hover for from the hand, and will allow itself to be stroked, or even carried 
a time, and then descend slowly to thei> perch. In the daytime about the room, all the time testifying its happiness and content. 

they are generally in motion, with the exception of a short time at It is an interesting sight to see a male and female bird in one cage, 

noon. During the spring, summer, and autumn, they pass their for their tenderness toward each other is extreme; but, alas! in 

time in flying from one plantation or mountain to another. In one point they are deficient—they do not survive the loss of their 

winter, if the cold is extreme, they remain much longer in their freedom for any considerable length of time, and pine away 

sleeping-place, only coming abroad after the sun has warmed rapidly, especially when their keepers forget that these children 

the earth, though they commence their song early in the morn- of tne North must have fresh, cold air, and foolishly confine them 

ing. At this season they make their first appearance about ten in hot rooms. The length of this bird is about nine inches, three 

o’clock, and are soon busily employed in search of food; about of which belong to the tail; the breadth across the wings varies 

two o’clock they become quieter, seek food again at four o’clock, from thirteen to fourteen inches, and the wing measures four and a 

and then go to roost. The Cross-bill troubles itself but little about half inches from the shoulder to the tip. 

the other inhabitants of the woods, and is almost fearless of man, 

whom it is very evident it has not learnt to regard as an enemy. 

Should a female be shot, its mate will remain sorrowfully perched ci Ep ee ae 

upon the branch from which his little companion has fallen, or 

again and again visit the spot where she was killed, in the hope PLATE XXXIX. 

of finding her; indeed, it is only after repeated proofs of the 

treachery of mankind that he begins to testify any symptom of The Sparrow Hawk, or Rusty-crowned Falcon. (Falco sparverius.) 

shyness. When placed in a cage, the Cross-bills become exceed- 
ingly tame, appearing entirely to forget the loss of their freedom, Fig. 1, Male. Fig. 2, Female. 
and grow so fond of those they are with as to obey them in every- 

thing, allowing themselves to be touched, or even carried about This elegant and singularly marked little Hawk is at once 
the room on the hand, and demonstrating their confidence in a recognized by the smallness of its size and the peculiarity of its 

variety of ways, so that the inhabitants of mountainous districts are plumage. They are a constant resident in almost every part of 
usually much attached to these gentle little creatures. the United States, and are particularly abundant in the Southern 

States in winter, wandering in summer as far as the Rocky Moun- 

tains. The nest is built in a hollow, shattered, or decayed tree, at 

The Pine Grosbeak. (Pinicola enucleator.) a considerable elevation; the eggs are usually four or five in num- 
ber, of a light brownish-yellow, and spotted with brown. 

Fig. 9, Male. Fig. ro, Female. This species is a frequent visitor to the farm-house and barn-yard, 

where it is most commonly seen perched on some dead branch, or 

This species is an inhabitant of northern North America, and on a pole or Stalk in the fields, often a little distance from the 

appears generally in flocks, in the pine-woods, in the United States, ground, keeping up a constant agitation of the tail, and attentively 
in winter; and is also to be seen in the Sierra Nevada of Califor- watching for the approach of some unlucky mouse or mole, or even 

nia. When these birds first come among us they are harmless, for beetles or grasshoppers, upon which it pounces with great 

confiding creatures, who have not yet experienced the artifices of quickness, and immediately returns to its stand to devour it. When 

man, never offering to stir if a stranger or hunter approach the changing its position, it flies low until within a few yards of the 

trees on which they are perched, and will stare at the gun destined spot upon which it wishes to settle, when it suddenly rises with an 

for their destruction, without thinking of flight, even should one easy curve and alights with the utmost grace, closing its wings 

of their companions be shot down from the same branch. Persons with the rapidity of thought. Sometimes a Sparrow or Finch 

have tried successfully to catch them by means of snares fastened crosses its pathway, when the little Hawk, all anxiety to secure so 

to the end of poles, by the aid of which they could be thrown over great a prize, at once gives chase, and soon overtaking it, bears it 

the heads of birds; indeed, the clumsiest kind of trap is all that is off to share the dainty morsel with its mate and young. Instances 
required to catch these unsuspicious little wanderers. The most have been recorded in which this Hawk has been so eager in the 
touching tales are told of the attachment of the Pine Grosbeak to pursuit of its prey as to follow the victim even into a house or 

its mate. On one occasion, three out of a party of four had been wagon, and even going so far as to dart into a railway car when 
captured, when, to the astonishment of all, the fourth crept into in rapid motion, in order to secure its prize. In so much dread is 
the net, in order to share the fate of its companions. It must not this formidable enemy held by the objects of its attack, that on its 
be imagined; however, that these birds are really foolish; for ex- approach some birds will throw themselves, as though dead, upon 
perience soon teaches them its lessons, and they become distrustful, the ground; others will make for their hiding-place with such 
shy, and cautious. In its habits, the Pine Grosbeak often reminds devious turnings from the direct path as baffle even the skillful 
one of the Cross-bill. It is essentially a tree-bird, being quite at steering of their pursuer, and then dart into the inmost recesses 
home upon a branch, but uneasy and out of place on the ground. of some protecting bush, and thus place themselves for the time in 
Tt can climb skillfully from one bough to another, hopping with safety. ‘The Blue Jay,” says Wilson, ‘‘has a particular antipathy 
ease to tolerably distant branches. Its flight is rapid, and, like to this bird, and frequently insults it by following and imitating its 
that of most Finches, rather undulating, and it hovers before perch- notes so exactly as to deceive even those well acquainted with both.



PL. XXXIX 

yen : 

qe 
tie ee he's att pe 

: : yh eae 
ey by Le 
tly pees 

Pitlep pd 
4 Fe ae 5 ARS 

ae ial Me 
as pee 
a ae Fe P  epxeees 

i fe 3G 1 

# se ne Lo 
ye. 8 ge ME yee Be ya tra hea | 
Se we RS k Mi Fe 
Te NS Vien ae 

: mS u ay & sf 

eee fe” eee _— SoC eco Yh by g 

a Fed eee. a a Bo So, ; pe UE eae : a ode fe 
Ke ig io ae OF SR Se Ps SAAN § 

Sees Seer yf Poe Wes aa mer eee. Ad eS a Sats io. epee am tee se E 

“goes poe bs. Sia % ¥ Rares Ric) ag SSRN aS Bo ET Bie Boss OS NM eee ee = OEE a era oe cc OSA IE p 
, Bos ARS FEBS Cia | Sais OVS, ae, WF Ss SN FM EG RR eS Mi ee oA {a RS? 3 Sie oe POPS. Oo anes . oitiecsti. feonre a , ¥N ss SECO a i ee Seana Wr | soe : Ae sty OS eNO ae! Gil Sy Sao x Sees 73 

cele ER SRS ve AN ee Gi Seo es, SNCS OE 1g GS ie ne. Nee oe 
2 ie a [Se a Gm 1 i Sareea. a Veo 

Ba Res ee NS PMR OOS Sn Fa Ree CRF ¢ WA Renee 5 
ee | ak VAG Sahat ae iW Ba Vp os 5 cae : ee bed oe a sas po ah, Sea Se eel a ee ie aS EAE: Sn, Eee ——— Sas — 3 OF ieee EP as neg CR rh SE aay ? benpaha f ee Pe Ons al OA: “EPC  s alas ie es es At bs wae CONN WS 5 "ee SP Se : ayia Re ay Nae GUE lea Sean 

we YO Sao m bess gh cee Sigs Pe NIECE |" ESPN s 
a ° ide ees) 5 OE Spine ae sites Os Va as ” “Ue a, a BA OO. . A Re Si Ni ws i ee eS ee 4 9 Poesy “ate OR os 

> ete Ne eS Sr SS Fe ie Sg Sees BAUS Wye iN RN A Bs éi ic 6 aS eK. 
eee SY < PaO cant fi Fs POE PO NNEC. s 

Baan N. ee ee. 34 maf REE 
=e e a wn es oat Seg ie. 3 ee ‘ORs Eat ec amt Gs” Fd Mice es fg “ae oiesE e - Reo eve he. eee 

ean fy arenes uN a a La ae ee? 
CE AON eee N eee ig es we 2 OAR aM SS Crete * he Bis ae gs AES Ci anhe, Pea ES > Siete diag i hy ec aae, N ¢ * me ae i GS EER BOS. 
ON ee te ee ae 

— * a PSII ORES Ee ma oe eee 
i Pacey ee Ei ho a 

sat 5 BAR an os Pe mM : oe 

eee a Bee NL ee oy, ee 

oe a eee oo as me 
ee aoe we NG ‘ a ot Pi 

SOR Ziv Ra i ; 

Sta RE ss *¢ re



. fl PEE ee ee) ea) ee ene 
EMER aS Prc es ge ge es Sale, ABR sey on) eto eee 

Pere eee recto OR eae ODE On ot ge een 

LE) oe a cea ne ocd ARIST Tae pe eee ee 
een oor Si ele eat 4 we pos OS TTS “Seca eee ee aa 

bette Rae. eee Fas : : on 0 ST es eee 
erg en SP . es - ; (2 Sih aa eee 
rl t se Ree RM hn othe al eee Rtas alan 2 % : aaa Le | te ee UT eee ee a RRO aera iy = GE NS 5 CNRS et se an gmc aa 

Meh leet edt Sy 5 Se ieet fe Dy ET oe Se cepepe a emery ; Fay  ,oceeeeeemeerarcs he : 4 OE eee eae . eee 

ee eee i Cad ee er 
Reick. ee ‘ : : “2 ag 9 Ee meat a eas! vale ae: : ae: we pees a Re Seer 
ore ee Dee , 4 et (ae OE et ba [= ee 

ay a ; : nee : ; Sp rb ee i Sa eee 
ea : Wee At ans con 
Bee = i Soul eeot eae a ASS ey f 
we © : : Tbe ih tT it elie eae ete, 
Beane ns: i : ea andes’ 7) tee = ot 2 eee 
sev | : a TSE yeas Ode Sot Abd Saas erat a 
Pre Ss . pies 2 7 path! ies Semen rn 
= (eS ee a 
Ii is ; r Os ae ee ae 
ot * 4 3 Z 2 3 Spee ba ne ae ra i 7 

i: Ry , et 2 ae / ; ere 5d Pageant 
f eS : o a > an ee 

- : (ES Ee eee 
ae. . 5 a 

tee ) = Veale Aone eee 
po cane 7 ie 

> ea sk RI eS eee ee 

; i a 
ie = Pic. ‘Mor EN Ber ta? 

; es ee ee reeanee 3 2 
ie 2 ae i Aa eh 

7 (AE, Iso, lene ae te 
Paria a eis es ae op 

: i . i : jo ee fas eee i FS 
; - 22. SR eS oes te 

; * - a Tea pe LaF Rani tere 
| ‘ : 2 TS Se a3 le eae hs 

: ¥ , i, Bor allel Pe ane ea Wa cn 
: 7 a ae 

cram : : . RRS <P cal srt ooo 

: ou Soke ieee ey (JST ee hall 
; : : obs. es 

f pg oiler ee 
: Z - foo Tg. ainece | ai an 

. é Ow Me ee eh A : : - ae ei aetee— can pone 
; le ae sei pre. ee a 

. i) Tse Sagar 2 ese ea 
é ; Pig. 70 
‘s Sige 3. ieee 

‘ : Soy a 4 pune tate 2 one A: 

i” / : ‘ f (Sh. le 

i : F ee ees 
; 5 iy re eee Pe oP 

Cap “2 St SP eee a) 
: + ME eee te 

M A 1. a Sen Pan 
: Parr eve | ext " " % : ane capes i 

de jel eee ca 
Ps . Set. Ara os eee neg : 

' ANS = a es ee a ee 
x . 47) Wee |S eee ee Ce ele Sere vi 

‘ , ee: ah eee -? : ell oe e: 7 
if ae CoP aa face ; 

i eR Shy IR eee koe f y . a Te a eae i 
ee Poo) 4 a ae ; Ufo ei: D7 ee ie aa 

sae. i : ; “Tidasigaee | rer Carat US OS aaa ; AGRE. 0 Sa 
; ' hee Me ng 

= . aes COW ely ieee me 

: E : na +e ue JUN St Aas 
3 < 4 7 F aah F a: SF= >.) 
is : 7 i: pe seems ae aa oA 5) ei 
.. : hae. et ee (poles oe ees, 
ah. ‘ Seige Re ri. 8c x mae = : 5 oes 
i g Dl nos sSage x Ms Sen ne ele! ae (oa ee 
: at i fa i Oe tse Siena ial Lae Seen 
< ‘ag! = iS Jas, a a 2 loe Hien 

0 ‘ : ; re gg eer Eo anemic! eens roth a i : : . Sa ? Sri Shi aA ae eee Oe aac eG ea 

“ ‘ ; eee, eS ae art Adee oe a d 3 Vo SNS eb eagles Aree i a al eee 

Bor : : es ies eons De Meier es. 1 
aw z i age. ee seamen ieee, (eee 

Nas aoe Eien ohdetee ig 206 ey er ae a eae 
ic aa a . “ios : Wes gap ee es nie 3 eee 
bh nat Fd . roe wens rk easia! Sealy hae S48 2 5) SAMS oe 

By é : Giest: Were 1 Peas fi See 
cts = dra 5 fi F jo obo Raha ae eae é 

Hee ‘ he rica a Ae Jn aie Te ty 
bre 3) 5 allan pil Sela i ean wma Peete eo ee 
oe erry i Wy ae i al hte qa Pag eater aa ete 2, oti aug See 
et Bee 2 isa NS NOs ie i am Lie uae 
Direea es ily mez i & ye ERE BS 2 ys 0 aay i ee i i semi a el eae Ae ei ieaees pais aa ae en ; 
ees ones meee si: = onal ae z Soa MRL AE We Sie eels spate ee cee ea ar Ainge, mein cd =e Nec 5 ages s <n Rech tage Ret Spl Ast I ; ae ce ae a ea Bat : i d : Ta tals oe ey Eg oe ha Dot Gta 

Pe ae ame A na FS. pre. § pee ie SRE pte TE a a 
tie tn os ie ee it ra é E > z H See tas el F Meee Gt eet : anes ee : : a 1 eee 
Baers ows 1 Sire: = = 4 Se ' hay ee 
Best ee ear va he ae eS oe alee ree ies ern, Mees cet Soe y Seay ye wl 2 ga Sh ae eae eo 

ier 2 ee mone SS | ee ii ee foe ea ie eee 
Set ap enn ge Sec gS 1S TN Lip a Peleg nee oa i ae 
‘Sea Peeecetgre Sta ei ap ben feats bee ain: CSE 0 ee Oe ier 

it i epee teeters ht td ia Meal apne eh c52IG naan age 
ee, | a eRe ee cea eP |= th oeees | oe cay E oe Eas cate earO ea eet Peo ar peke eo cee S 5 : 
See rls os GPa eae peice ceo. oo3 Sg 8 Ee ppv ieee ee ae te ice ns eee 

muh Seog: te ia cere ea eG Bre a Si aC in op =p linia senor: Whoa eee emma 
Pease arate ee le Fade Datei cn dae a = Raa) = eS neo ah © AIST est eS ge ieee ia Y SOS ha nga ae ee eea 

SOUL SMeae ct ec 7 are es, Meret peritie s m: 1 “is ee kee os al rs ieee ly 
Pee eliset tay teenie ey eR atte ee Ss oie oe bane cos = yaa Deas decane | Lae Tie Sikes BS Sal 2 ge aes 

NSS or ep LA Ns Ran gar a a ea MeSeae Cn rea 22 
eRe ey = or LS Rin ean eek a 4 BTS) occ tae one ee ee is 

ere Eas gah ie Selo th es ae Oe 
Be ee ee alee lait ee rete ee 7h cl) epee eee peers aa entire tee esegean i 

ae te oi WS iga oe Sale coins) eS eee ; :



PL. XL 

% 
in) 

boy 
: ; 

iS ey i Z 

a 
: 

nS ie a ee ed 

pe <S eee Ore r 

Sh, oS te ! + ee 
é 

ye SS | fis fof Ss 

te Pe Nes 4 eis oe 
: e 

Se 

A “Sah eN AY Ne vy ‘ag . S : “4 Viti 

~ 

aL We (42 wey ey, 

ph SS 
RL LS er eraranwes Ay foe 

~ 

SN) 
Bees | fey \ gia 

ey mil ie Be 
CS 

ee 

Awa 
Oe ag i ee aR ie ‘ ee 

OP 

\ RY F Be ee Se Cat 
awn CN et eee Se 

Be aes 
eeu eee ee iS 

4 ahi PS Be HE be EE De SS 
ys fees 

Gigs 8 elie Saas gee ee 
Sa Re tie 

OXASG Peg \ I, se Sie eG 
5 Oe 

eo ee 

~ S Fe awe k Mey ee Oe Sey 
BPS RM 

tee Seas 
Sls oe 

=~ VW pi a | ) WES ets 
Cee Fis oa Ce 

oe ey oa es 
oe 

et 
MEARE 

NE oe 

ae oe Bee 

sh VY 4 WZ 
eee oe 

2 Sa fe > 

= 
dl ee 

< ae eS 
Se ee 

ae 
Sr Le 

fie See So ee 
OC aren ie eae 

| 

SSS OV BE 
Goose SNe ee Se 

SS Se 
Leer 

= YA) RSL ES 
Ch 

Soe 
ae La 

EM NY tie ee 
ee 

ee 
eek 

MMS 
AY AM se, eae eee” Y POE eG g Bacar: 

we RE ae ee a ee 

“2 ay eS jf er 
en ee ae ea. 

en 
= Se 

3 
es ne” ERB NO SS See ee 

ae SES Dt eae NE ee mea Se ae 

O A oe 
i ie 

SS oo SS SR 
ad 

eee RE 
: ellis 

aac 

pager SE 
oy FF apo a tee Sass nen rt BS oe eee nee ae o 

er 4 “ Der aa "Di Pappas 5 i ee 
ae 

tog qe ARS ~ 

as a oe OG A 
eee Dies eae ere a ao 

Lt Ry YS 
~ aceon Blk oo} a ea 

Ree at mR . ee x 

eS Sarre ahs Ree gs AS ee ‘ 

aeons ee oo 
= — oo ea we ae ea eS : “> 

> ~ 

os eee 

i 

4 = Ge 
= 

eS 
a HO 

a eA 
ae ~ = 

a ee es ee ee oe 
Pres 

se SE Brae a eee an pepe, tHe ie 
= 

ee 
ee a na tia ie arene Pe 

oo psa 

=e 
Co. Rt 

pe oa oe See es SC eae 

ee i 
ae ee Pe 

oe 
og Sage 

oe 

“ve see er fees 
Co eg = ee 

ee ee Re ce 

Oe 
" See a eee 5 caer ie a saps 

eee 

tee 
aces pee 

ee ee ere stieiecorr agen OREN HN: hs AR roast Se eT! oe : 

‘ 2 
8 LEE 2 

eet meee ats TH ms 

ee Sit, 
; ys 

2 Sons 
Agere e ete aesi) ses ee es Ss. 

eet 
i : oe 

are ee ees oat on 

: ae =. 
ie. eens reece 

ee er ee : : 

: sa oe 
(er eg 

ee ce 

‘a one i. 
aw. pe 

4 ‘a iG 5 

vse aes ae Seema eo eae Seen 
Peres 

SIRS. 
‘Zu... eee ats 

— 
carci eg aie eo eee eo ae eae i: 

esi 
‘pen 

Co 
ie Pd fener a ts 

ee 
nendee =< ees pinot ee ec cc i 

eee a 
ee ee se aa 

oa 2 ea i Ce P @) 

ee 
lee a oR es - eae 

E 
pct 

ROR SE 
ae be ea aR ta 2 AOD SP ee 

amen 
sd 

ee oy 

CPPS 
seks SRG 

GPa ee a 
ieee re 

aoa: Cees 
APT a anager 

a



nee Mage Sat st St ne ol Perle Rp rat ey ae P * ane ep PRES erate ami le ane cal Gadi aie nN a lio ; 
: eee De amty Fo Sage Mu, se ee sia eyo ema coe aa 

ee eg ce ee IS eT eee eae aires ed ee 
’ SMEs tet ysre ain ok ens ty Path Pe aad Satya) one Ree Re 
(cp as eax et a cheibiere inal : so Ne Sr a 2 eee 
eee rei tera f > f 1 petdcasies— an ag Res ean ya eee ir 

met See : ; aie 1 Gad eee tee ere aa 
gd ea Te ; ea 4 oe ee 
abies ais a tet Nate deat i 4 yi gt ih ia a abe cane uae Bi 4 > ori aii aia a mecehaly 
Reha”) ied amen ater PLE REAR tS STAN ss ae eS ere 
eee Sn det eae“: ask eee eae Sane een eee eae A Bn ee i hylan 
emia 07 5.) gees eye 2 eel ech Vet Seu eo fy Ngee an 
Por ru ermauee ver ky inal setae Styled tay ee el ee oes ees sth et od eee 

ee ita oe mer Rear eyPie.. : ee eee <“ e res: se ied) mre as ona = 
foto vei Boer pena ss : aut weg ue i Aa era hE SS wel ea ae 

ei Dyn emcee arses sn ay" eas pen ake neaaliasl ean, Bev Gah Sel oes wee es {ae ae 

Pte 7 te fats } : ee oa rae en ape eae 
Petre alae ees, URiraT ieee Tes i o% Amma al a if ol a a ae a rr 

ays : : ' : Sete eee Rea Bs ar 
ale p= 7 ‘ a ming ' - , oat URE aC ae 
et 4 Si ; : t 4 ye ~ ky 28 ae ake oe a 2m fe aces ees) ob aoee Sy cei Palese tse 
eee ’ eas 7 A aie i Oat eet a) ee 
eater” : oa i : ; ase cue oe eg fa bi ogra 
ae anal r Pac acon he Bont ech one ae : pf 

i] ‘ > ae i Oa, a2) ae a 
. % * : laf SSS ee ri x a 7 . vals oot StS eo 

- : i SOLS Sa ea i : . et oS tape 
F A yy 4 eae Hoe bam \ 

5 os a 
‘ { 2 ira : ie ie ate 

; _ ene sete Bi aa 
i : TS Re. 79 

: 
‘ Se et ce oa ee 

; i “ te es Sap all a Deere 
P 2 ee eee 

= : f St oS ge a eee ee 
a Ol RS als eae ; 

; Slay : me aay ee area ; 
‘ “ae ; RRL Ste Qa RES. ees : 

‘ : : : t : : ie ie as Sats : 
: re : © gig cet em F 

: : i, Po Ras | 22ers era 5 ae a 

lic a sitasy 1 ee 2 et gee FS Fac 
f es : : i ele ae i 

5 F b < ne a ee 4s p Bo “a eas a 

3 : ¥ - 5 d 3 io ee eee Vie he f : winds J : j fe eee ft a Br 102 aie 
. : ae ‘ : oe ieee isi 4 he ; = ; ‘ eas : a a eae ea 

iS ¢ ‘\ Riel 52 een doe eal 
c i ee Fay ; oe AA Po ed cee ae 

fhe f ; Ma py lage ede esrecect = ase eee ee 
es c') ALT AFD egg eae eee Pipes 

. ‘ i is aaa ois 3 oi 
fae : 4 be aaa my och 

= ; - a = Sia Saga ees he pa 
Loe Se ae ee 

si : oa os SS rr ae 
7 4 hig eae : po” eee a 

a : ae es ai 
Bo Tas fheetrare eae Sie ie 

: 3 : . Stoihra Aone ee te 
; 4 oad eee a 

ey : 3 ? ova ese hh a 

; Re . : ea ik : ek : Tie ae ft i 
heen i hy eee 

" iP eee ; . Lon, Ssh Mpa etic i 
; ‘Wiesel a 

= . : : i ier ne 

: : ha a : oa es 
r 7" . Ly eer eae i 

Pea 
; “at i ne f 

4 i= te as 
} i 3S es 

; : : ; 8 Sa sieasiiae seen a ‘ 
, ‘i : i % at ie Aram Se 3 ie 

: : : Bc 
: ; : 5 sie it Ay a 

: i ; 2 a a be all ee et ss ' a ‘ joe eae Cee See 

r ; en ' tnliene a ie = See er 

ay 5 eer eS 
> aes 7 x |, sie eno 

be : ass é i VORA age Sih eee 
‘ ppt dCs. ae oe 

ae oesree pelea. i ce Se es 
‘ pee i es . , Laue er i . nay INES: aloe ae bi a eh ae 3 

it ; Fit tials ta tires } ‘age 3/5 Soa ae ioe Re a ut 
® 5 » aa eg a : . a i OSE yeaa Ree 

pe SNe Af é ‘tat grater Se Pv 5 os ee ably An i : 

a si os ‘ ja ese se Ruta ipemne are tos + ‘an ae paces sai i : : 

eee i ee ane Fee ene Mn Sf lag oe 
Paes +: eRe aah ; ae CTF Ss ae ; s 52 SS Tae 
Bie) for ai ae, ae ees, 2 » a) cen apace ee : 

“6 Le 42 t 2 PS eel a i RS pct wt a a a 

Meret sed Pk, eee SR ee Tice Sig op ae L1H Fairlie Daerah a ecg 
er aes ge Tr. 8 27) NES it cae 2 eae nove ot ae ae ; 
eer aio eh = aS stig ; SS ah eee EEE Ts E : "0 Ses Fey Pie Seles aa ea 

oe ies [ ane ese as é. ; ieee ty enn poerine D CMa ane. eeE alee 

: auc tee. ot sare Bee eae Me cetera el oy een 26.0) aR ee 
ey cies | lit he a MMe igi rye EN Sie), Linlelae yi sasg Sligo ald a oie + Pet Mags scam Bea caine : Pe Th (co ces OR ES ete NAe ie Ay gS es Ys ee i. ae Ae fori ee ES TE 8S es gl eee ena 
rn ges eo reas eben eat Lk tee ene =e a See oe aa 
Be oe: eet) Sater ss Cae ee (Paes 3,) ite Sas a 

Be 2 oa 5: eh arma Cea SE Suites A ad be eee ee WP eipeutes kat (ksh. wade gn 2, | ee aes ia, I GU See ea ral 
er, oe meme ens cae pot mg \ allel eh O eece ae Rg cine cdc) a eR ari crea 
Bk Oe eee ae ie Pea ee Etro eae. 1c or i eee eae 
Be ct ee Me eae et Bipta se Sh oy Si, ors 2 iyi Ap aN ETE MIGROS CO |Log Oa Sees eet yee ee NE Se ny Sas)! > on ge ee EOL” co gear eee at aa hee pe 
PR tons se eet te Tgp of er rt ge 

een ee im Shes forsale Lye e aMule Sad eh ame lt ee "1 Rea ee a 
coir eerie ie tees. sey ee a : Mike OR tere Di ea pics Se aha Pa eeetiete 

tes Rees be ede F z : Sehr Sienna abe cle etl as Pipeline 7 
esi es i aaa . =e slr pikes) sin EAceS selene ot ee ees SP ke aa 
5 figeeaab: penny ie as ioe een ga rise ree nyalisitt =paes nik h es Seaae A eee eae ea PEE Rees ecle is oc) ehcactenye (rio ane! Md SSapes uid fa) exten ees Ee oh Sy ~ 

pe eg at a es bE Mg Ue DN ide ta ee pore eee aaa 
ge oi ean de Ne ep ame PSS STi Oe Ne Tk Ste pe ees De gre oe Oo 
Bon gees cae tae Riese ay Bereiiee he ae? ee TA ae ee et acter A eee 

SES ae Be a i ee 1 os 7 eae ’
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In return for all this abuse, the Hawk contents himself with now the district in which the Jays are found, some breeding but once 
and then feasting on the plumpest of his persecutors, who are, and others twice in the year. The nest is formed of twigs and 

= therefore, in perpetual dread of him; and yet, through some other dry materials, lined with a bed of delicate fibers, on which, 
strange infatuation, or from fear that if they lose sight of him he in due season, four or five eggs are deposited; these latter are 
may attack them unaware, the Sparrow Hawk no sooner appears olive-brown, marked with dark spots. 
than the alarm is given, and the whole posse of Jays follow.” The Who could imagine that a form so graceful, arrayed by nature 
length of this bird is about ten inches, and about twenty inches in in a garb so resplendent, should harbor so much mischief; that 

breadth. selfishness, duplicity, and malice should form the moral accom- 
paniments of so much physical perfection? Yet so it is; and how 

The Blue Jay. (Cyanurus cristatus.) like beings of a much higher order are these gay deceivers ! 

Fig. 3, Male. Fig. 4, Female. 

This bird probably enjoys as wide-spread a reputation as any of e 
our North American species. It is said that with but few excep- 
tions there is no country upon the globe where some of its repre- a 
sentatives are not found. But it is on the American continent ; ar 
that it is most abundantly diffused, especially in Mexico, and the ihe Coast Bittern: C2 cae exes) 
countries lying adjacent to the equator. Fic. x 

Notwithstanding the beautiful appearance of the Blue Jay, it is fe 

ee pe le savor 2 North America, where it is found This very neat little species of Bittern is common in the United 
Pua eat Suber @ S28 sebabiioal Doth of the wooded alder States, and most usually to be seen in the remotest parts of exten- 
ness and the MGUY of the settled farm, though more familiar at sive marshes, from whence they seldom ever issue till the period of 
the approach of winter and early in opus than at any other migration, which is no doubt nocturnal, in accordance with their eile ¢ These wanderings or Hiptied pore auOnS eaceys Nuttall, usual habits. This bird is also seen in Jamaica, and several other 

are eos by paces Ly alone; his hoards of Bremns Boe and of the West India Islands. They are chiefly found in the fresh- 
pecrns either have failed, or are forgotten; for, like other puSere. water marshes, or in places grown over with reeds and rushes, and 
Heads more assiduous to amass than to expend or enjoy his stores, are rarely seen in salt meadows. Their food consists principally 
and the fruits of his labors very frequently either devolve to the of small fish of fresh water or inlets, and of aquatic insects. 
rats or squirrels, or accidentally assist in the replanting of the ‘«When alarmed,” says Wilson, ‘they seldom fly far, but take 
forest. His visits, at this time, are not infrequent in the garden shelter among the reeds or long grass, and like the American 

and orchard, and his usual petulant address, of dg’ay, Pay, Fay, Bittern, feed chiefly in the night.” When surprised at night in 
and other harsh and trumpeting articulations, soon make his retreat their retreat, they are perfectly silent, and are not known to utter 
known to all in his neighborhood. So habitual is this sentinel-cry any very audible note. The eggs are two, sometimes three in = 
of alarm, and so expressive, that all the birds within call, as well number, and are of a dirty white color, and rather large for the 
as other wild animals, are instantly on the alert, so that the fowler size of the bird. The young remain in the nest until fully fledged, 
and hunter become generally disappointed of their game by this and are fed by the parents. Like all other young of the tribe, 
garrulous and noisy propensity. He is, therefore, for his petulance, they sit on their heels, stretching their long legs forward, until 
frequently killed without pity or profit, as his flesh, though eaten, advanced, when they will stand more erect. The length of this 
has but little to recommend it. His more complaisant notes, when bird is about twelve inches, and from tip to tip of the expanded 
undisturbed, though guttural and echoing, are by no means un- wings is about sixteen inches. 
pleasant, and fall in harmoniously with the cadence of the feathered 

choristers around him, so as to form a finishing part to the general 
music of the grove. His accents of blandishment, when influenced The Sanderling, or Ruddy Plover. (Calidris arenaria.) 

by the softer passions, are low and musical, so as to be scarcely 
heard beyond the thick branches where he sits concealed; but, as Fig. 2. 
soon as discovered, he bursts out into notes of rage and reproach, 
accompanying his voice by jerks and actions of temerity and de- This elegant little coast bird occupies, and is particularly attached 
fiance.” Wilson calls this species the Bird Trumpeter, from the to sandy flats, and low, sterile, solitary seasides, divested of vege- 
remarkable sound that it produces when alarmed; and we learn tation, and perpetually bleached by the access of tides and storms, 
from other ornithologists that it can imitate the cry of the Buzzard and is occasionally found near large pieces of fresh-water. Insuch _ 
and Sparrow Hawk to such perfection as frequently to terrify the situations they are often seen in numerous flocks running along the 
smaller denizens of the woods, and raises such an uproar on per- shore, busily employed in front of the moving waves, gleaning 

ceiving a fox or other enemy as compels the intruder to sneak with agility the shrimps, minute shell-fish, marine insects, and 
quietly away. ‘‘The Blue Jay,” says Audubon, ‘is extremely small moluscous animals. Upon the ground, it runs with grace 
expert in discovering a fox, a raccoon, or any other quadruped and quick movement, and exhibits the utmost dexterity in its beau- 
hostile to birds, and will follow it, emitting a loud noise, as if de- tiful and rapid motion through the air, during whic. it frequently 
sirous of bringing a Crow to its assistance. It acts in the same joins company with parties of other shore birds. ‘* The numerous 
manner toward Owls, and even on some occasions toward Hawks. flocks,” says Nuttall, ‘‘keep a low, circling course along the 
It is more tyrannical than brave, and like most boasters, domineers strand, at times uttering a slender and rather plaintive whistle, 
over the feeble, dreads the strong, and flies ever from his equal. In nearly like that of the smaller Sandpipers. On alighting, the 
many cases, he is a downright coward. It robs every nest it little, active troop, watching the opportunity, scatter themselves 
can find; sucks the eggs, like the Crow, or tears to pieces and de- about in the rear of the retiring surge; the succeeding wave then 
vours the young birds. In the North, they are fond of ripe chest- again urges the busy gleaners before it, when they appear like a 
nuts, and in visiting the trees, is seen to select the choicest. When liitle pigmy army passing through their military evolutions ; and at 
these fail, it attacks the beech-nut, acorns, pears, apples, and green this time the wily sportsman, seizing his opportunity, spreads 
corn.” Large quantities of seeds, all kinds of insects, and flesh destruction among their timid ranks, and so little are they aware 
are also eaten by these birds. The number of broods varies with of the nature of the attack, that after making a few aerial meanders,
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the survivors pursue their busy avocations with as little apparent 
concern as at the first.” Like other Sandpipers, it associates in The Piping Ringed Plover. (Zigialitis melodus.) 
more or less numerous flocks while in winter-quarters, but lives in 
pairs throughout the summer. In disposition it is gentle and more Fig. 4. 
confiding than other members of its family, but closely resembles 
them in its general habits. With so little timidity does the Sander- This pretty little species is most generally to be found along our 
ling regard man, that it is not uncommon for it to permit his close extensive sea-coast, from the southern point of the Floridas to the 
approach, and even if shot at, it often only moves a few paces from frontier of Maine. The voice of this species, uttered while running 
the spot. Nauman mentions that upon one occasion, after watching along the shore of the coast, is rather soft and musical, and consists 
the proceedings of five of these birds, that were standing almost chiefly of a single varied and repeated melancholy, piping note. 
close to him, in most evident disregard of his presence, the thought | The food of this species consists of various insects, larvee, mussels, 
struck him that he would arrange some snares he had in his pocket and similar fare. They drink much, bathe freely once or twice a 
and take the whole party prisoners. This he accordingly did, the day, and frequently obtain their prey from under stones, in or near 
intended victims quietly watching his arrangements, and finally the water. <‘* The flight of the Piping Plover,” says Audubon, 
walking amongst and entangling themselves in the treacherous ‘is extremely rapid as well as protracted. It passes through the air 
strings. This species is eight inches long, and fourteen and by glidings and extended flappings, either close over the sand or 
a quarter inches broad. high above the shores. On the ground few birds are swifter of 

foot. It runs in a straight line before you, sometimes for twenty 
3 or thirty yards, with so much celerity that unless you have a keen 

The Killdeer Plover. (2igialitis vociferus.) eye it is almost sure to become lost to your view ; then, in an instant, 
Rigs: it stops, becomes perfectly motionless, and if it perceives that you 

have not marked it, squats flat on the sand, which it so much 
This species, so well known to the sportsman, is very abundant resembles in color that you may as well search for another as try 

throughout North America. It may be said, they are met with in to find it again.” This active and lovely little bird is worthy the 
every quarter ; and while some occupy the interior of the country, attention of the young naturalist, as an object of study while tarry- 
frequenting its plains and open grounds, others prefer the vicinity ing by the sea-side, where they are quite numerous. The study 
of the sea, or the margins of lakes and rivers, obtaining their food of their habits would alone afford entertainment and occupation 
principally from the water; others, again, select desert tracts, for a season. Their motions, so beautiful and graceful, as they 
marshes, or mountainous districts. During the breeding season, course along the sand, stopping to examine the shells which the 
they live in pairs, but near together; subsequently, they collect tide in its recess has left upon the beach, or following the retreat- 
together, into large parties, which gradually increase in size as the ing breakers to pick up the minute shell-fish borne in by the waves, 
season for migrating approaches. In their habits they are usually is very entertaining. So, also, is the soft and musical note which 
active. They run and fly with equal facility, and though they is uttered with a somewhat deceptive effect, and is often heard pro- 
rarely attempt to swim, are not altogether unsuccessful in that ceeding from various quarters at the same time, without our being 
particular. They utter a noisy, plaintive whistle, and, during the able to discover its source. The nest of this species consists chiefly 
breeding season, can produce a few connected, pleasing notes, of a small hole scooped out of the sand, often near the base of a 
from which they derive their name. ‘* At all times,” says Nuttall, tuft of grass. The female lays four eggs, which are mostly 
‘*they are noisy and querulous to a proverb. In the breeding hatched by the warmth of the sand, acquired by exposure to a hot 
season, nothing can exceed their anxiety and alarm; and the inces- sun. The length of this bird is six inches and a half, and the span 
sant cry of Kildeer, Killdeer, or te-te-de-dit, and te-dit, as they of the wing thirteen inches. 
waft themselves about overhead, or descend, and fly around you, 
is almost deafening. At the same time, to carry out this appear- F ‘ F cone . 
ance of distress, they run along the ground, with hanging wings, The Semi-palmated, Ring, or Ring-neck Plover. (Zigtalitis semi- 
counterfeiting lameness to divert the attention of the intruder. In- polmaine) 
deed, no person can now approach the breeding-place, though at Fig. 5. 
a considerable distance, without being molested with their vocifer- 
ous and petulant clamor. During the evening, and till a late hour This little Plover arrives from the South along our sea-coasts, 
in moonlight nights, their cries are still heard, both in the fall and and in the Middle States, near the close of April, when they may 
spring. They seek their fare of worms and insects often in the be observed feeding and searching for their food, which consists 
twilight, so that their habits are, in some degree, nocturnal, but they of small crustacea, mollusca, and the eggs of various marine 
also feed largely on grasshoppers, crickets, and carabus.” ‘The animals. During the latter part of May, they may be seen in 
Killdeer’s large eyes,” says Audubon, ‘seem to be givenit to enable flocks, on their way farther North, and in summer are even ob- 
it to feed by night as well as by day. At any time after the breed- served as far as the icy shores of Greenland. According to Rich- 
ing season, this species moves in loose flocks, seldom exceeding ardson, they abound in Arctic America during the summer, and 
ten or fifteen individuals, which disperse over the space of an acre breed in similar situations with the Golden Plover. Mr. Hutchins 
or two of ground. Yet some one of them always acts as a sentinel ; adds, ‘‘its eggs, generally four, are dark-colored, and spotted with 
for standing erect, to the full stretch of its legs, it carefully watches black.” The aborigines say, that on the approach of stormy 
all the moving objects around, as far as its eye can reach. Cows, weather, this species utters a chirping noise, and claps its wings, 
horses, or sheep are none of its enemies, and among them it will as if influenced by some instinctive excitement. As soon after the 
seek for food; but let a man, or a dog, or any other animal bent breeding season as their young have acquired strength, and the 
on destruction, show himself, and that instant the bird runs swiftly inclement weather sets in, they migrdte to warmer climates. 
with a querulous note, and should any of these, his enemies, Flocks of the old and young may be seen in the fall passing to the 
evince the least disposition to molest it, its beautiful wings and tail South. They are fond of associating with other birds of similar 
are spread, and away it goes, cheerily calling to its companions habits, and are generally unsuspicious, so that they are easily 
to follow.” As game, their flesh is generally considered indifferent. approached. On most occasions, and when flushed, they utter a 
In the fall, however, when the young birds are fat, juicy, and ten- reiterated, sharp, twittering, and wild note, very much in unison 
der, they are considered by some as well flavored. This species with the ceaseless echoes of the breaking surge, and the lashing 
is ten inches long and twenty broad. of the waves, near which they almost perpetually course, gliding
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and running with great agility before the retiring or advancing summer season they are met with throughout the northern hem- g g guity g g BEY: 8 
waters. When on the wing their notes are more sharp, and isphere, penetrating to the utmost habitable verge of the arctic 
frequently repeated. The flesh of this bird is generally held in circle, where they also breed. They likewise inhabit Greenland a y 12D : A gs y y ye , 
good esteem, especially in early autumn, when they are fat and Iceland, Scandinavia, the Alps of Siberia, and the coasts of the 
well flavored. The length of this species is seven inches, and the Caspian. In the’ southern hemisphere, they sometimes even 
span of the wing fourteen inches. wander as far as the Cape of Good Hope, and are found in 

Jamaica and Cayenne. They arrive in the Middle States, on 
their way north, during the months of April and May, and again, 

Ri Se as they pursue their route to the warmer climates, they may be 
seen in September and October. At these times they often mingle 

PLATE XLI. with the flocks of other shore-birds, from which they are dis- 
tinguishable by the rufous color of their upper plumage. In their 

Red-breasted Sandpiper, Ash-colored Sandpiper, Gray-back, Robin-snipe, | habits they are quite active, and when frequenting the muddy flats 
or Knot. (Zringa canutus.) and shores of the salt marshes, at the recess of the tide, they can 

be seen dexterously feeding on the worms, insects, and minute 
Bigen shell-fish, which such places generally afford. ‘These birds,” 

: : Oe says Wilson, ‘‘ in conjunction with several others, sometimes col- This pretty bird, described under such a multiplicity of names, y a J : cpa . : : lect together in such flocks as to seem, at a distance, a large cloud is quite a favorite with the sportsman, and when young and fat, is ; ae 
: : of thick smoke, varying in form and appearance every instant, always welcome to the palate of the connoisseur. This species ane Fas ae f ee Aca eee herodeienenr tirite marches ashe seacchore:or while it performs its evolutions in air. s this cloud descends 

een y 4 Dae Z ee and courses along the shores of the ocean with great rapidity, in a the borders of lakes or rivers, visiting the temperate climates : . ; : = < = : : kind of waving, serpentine flight, alternately throwing its dark and during the winter, and returning to the colder latitudes to spend : ; : : - : white plumage to the eye, it forms a very grand and interesting ap- the summer months. Dr. Wheaton states that it occurs in Ohio, : ae oe : ae pearance. At such times, the gunners make prodigious slaughter and Professor Snow says that it is common in Kansas. Their ; : Fe 5 S A z ‘ : 3 ee among them, while, as the showers of their companions fall, the 
ee Wee pertce, which fy hy night or early whole body often alight, or descend to the surface with them : : sae : y ght, , in the morning. During the recess of the tide, they may be seen 2 4 : 5 aes é : : “ till the sportsman is completely satiated with destruction.” This upon the sea-shore, seeking their food from the refuse of the ocean, apeciesds about-ciohtincles lonemnd AAeoT Reread 

or quietly and intently probing the sands in search of worms and I s & ? 
shell-fish, and sometimes retreating rapidly before the advancing 

surge, and profiting by what the wave leaves on its retreat. In 

all their movements they display great activity, either from running The Golden Plover, Frost-bird, or Bull-head. (Charadrius fulvus var. 
rapidly and lightly on the fore part of their toes over the surface virginicus.) 
of the moist sand, when swimming in the water, or when winging r : : Bees ig. 3. 
their way, with a varied, graceful, and rapid flight, through the ed 

air. The voice of this bird is clear, piping, and resonant. They This is one of our well-known and highly prized game-birds. 
are social and peaceful in their habits, and it is probable that the They arrive on the coast of the Middle and Northern States, and 
encounters in which they indulge at certain seasons of the year, are in the interior of some of the Western States, in spring and early 
as much in sport as in rivalry. ‘In autumn and winter,” says autumn. They winter in the South, principally upon the great 
Audubon, ‘this species is abundant along the whole range of our | grassy ranges of Texas and northern Mexico. It forms one of the 
coast, wherever the shores are sandy or muddy, from Maine to the | most numerous bodies of the migratory birds, and may be seen in 
mouths of the Mississippi; but I never found one far inland. flocks, on their arrival in the spring, numbering three or four 
Sometimes they collect in flocks of several hundred individuals, hundred. Their migrations usually take place at night, the birds 
and are seen wheeling over the water, near the shore, or over the flying at a considerable height from the ground. During the day 

beaches, in beautiful order, and now, and then so close together as they rest or seek for food,.and, strangely enough, select not their 
to afford an excellent shot, especially when they suddenly alight in usually favorite marshes, but fields and cultivated ground. They 
a mass near the sportsman, or when, swiftly veering, they expose are brisk and nimble, running with great rapidity, and flying not 
their lower parts at the same moment. (On such occasions, a dozen only swiftly, but gracefully. During the period of incubation, 
or more may be killed at once, provided the proper moment is they indulge in a variety of elegant gyrations in the vicinity of the 

” : . . . Ee chosen. ; : : a tae nest, and their plaintive, clear whistle is heard to most advantage 
There seems to be a kind of impatience in this bird that prevents at that season. Worms, larve, beetles, snails, and slugs consti- 

it from remaining any length of time in the same place, and you tute their principal nourishment, and, in order to assist digestion, 
may see it, scarcely alighted on a sand-bar, fly off, without any small pebbles are also swallowed. Water would appear to be a 
apparent reason, to another, when it settles, runs for a few moments, real necessary of life to these birds, as they love to wash and cleanse 
and again starts off on wing. This bird is an inhabitant of both their feathers in it daily. ‘* When, in the spring-plowing, the rich 
continents, and although so abundant along the coasts at some soil of our prairie States is turned up,” says Bogardus, ‘a vast 
seasons, they appear always to retire to the arctic regions to breed. number of fat worms are thrown to the surface. To pick up and 
Their food consists of worms, small mollusks, insects, larvae, and feed upon these, the Golden Plover will be seen following the 

similar fare. This species is ten inches long and twenty inches plowman along the furrow. Sometimes they fly a little ahead of 
broad. the plow and team, sometimes abreast of them, and all the time 

some are wheeling and curling round and dropping in the furrow 
5 5 ‘ Z ji which has just been made. At such times, they occasionally 

The American Dunlin, Black-bellied or Red-breasted Sandpiper, Ox-bird, become so bold and tame that they come quite close to the horses, 

en benericcws) and I have known some to be knocked down and killed by the 
Bins driving-boys with their whips. ee At their first arrival the 

flocks of Plover are rather wild and difficult to get at. In their 
This is one of our small and active species, migrating in large long journey on, and long flights from, the plains of Texas across 

numbers along both our shores in spring and fall. During the Arkansas, and along the Mississippi river, to Illinois, Missouri,



68 BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER—FLORIDA GALLINULE—OYSTER-CATCHER. 

Iowa, and Kansas, they have not been accustomed to the neigh- tially overgrown with floating herbage, afford the requisite con- 
borhood of men, and at first they are shy. . . . On some days ditions for their residence. According to Audubon, this Gallinule 
the flock will be much on the wing, flying from one field to another, seldom resorts to salt water, but at times is met with on the banks 

and all going in one direction, as wild Pigeons do. At such times, of bayous in which the water is brackish. This, however, hap- 

the shooter may take a stand in the line of flight and get fair shoot- pens only during winter. On land, it walks somewhat like a 
: ing all day, as the flocks go over. It is not necessary to hide chicken, and thirty, forty, or more individuals may be seen search- 

altogether ; in fact, in these localities—the burnt prairies and great ing for worms and insects among the grass, which they also nip 

pastures—there is seldom the means to do so, but it is often desirable in the manner of the domestic fowl. On such occasions, the con- 

toliedown. . . . The Golden Plovers are low-flying birds; stantly repeated movements of their tail are rendered conspicuous 
the shooter may sometimes get a side shot at a large, close flock, and by the pure white of the feathers beneath it, which, along with 
kill eight or ten with his two barrels. Sometimes the birds skim the white stripes on the flanks, and, in spring, the vivid red of the 

on not above four or five feet from the ground, at other times they frontal plate, renders their general appearance quite interesting. 

fly pretty high. . . . When they fly low and present side shots, In cases of danger, they run with great speed, and easily conceal 

is the most favorable time to pepper them.” Though they continue themselves. On the water, they sit very lightly, and swim with 

associated in numbers for common safety during the day, they dis- activity, the movements of their head and neck keeping pace with 

perse in the evening, and repose apart from each other. At day- those of their feet. They pick up their food from either side, con- 

break, however, the feeling of solitude again returns, and the early tinually jerk their tail, and not unfrequently touch the water with 

sentinel no sooner gives the shrill and well-known call—a wild, it. These birds generally travel by night, and probably on foot, 
shrill, and whistling note—than they assemble in their usual com- at least some of them have been captured under circumstances that 

pany. In this, and most other countries, their flesh is esteemed as lead to such a supposition. In early spring they usually arrive in 

a delicacy. The length of this species is about ten inches, and pairs in the vicinity of their breeding-places, but occasionally they 
twenty inches broad. come singly. Its voice is loud and powerful, sounding like ‘‘¢err, 

terr ;” its warning cry resembles ‘‘ kerr, ¢ett, tett,” or like ‘* gorr, 

: gorr,” and at times its call is like ‘‘ kurg, kurg,” expressive of 

The Black-bellied Plover, Beetle-headed Plover, Whistling Field Plover, fear. When on its wanderings its cry is ‘* keg, keg, keg.” This 

Bull-head, or Ox-eye. (Sgaatarola helvetica.) species is fourteen inches long and twenty-two broad. 

Fig. 4. 

This species, known by a diversity of names, is common through- The Oyster-cutehsn Ge a ee 

See eee: aenag os ae sd }e spied over ost On the lower part of Plate XLII., we give a representation of this 
parts of the world. Around Hudson’s Bay, Greenland, Iceland, f Fae - f 

: 5 i See : " : species, which is generally to be met with on the Atlantic coast, 
and in all the inclement parts of Siberia, they are a common bird. 0 ; See ; ° 

: " from Maine to Florida, and California, but is never seen in the 
It can be recognized at once by the presence of a small hind toe; cate. 

the same does not appear with any of our other species of Plovers. “The Oyster-catcher,” says Wilson, in describing its habits, 

RY Den an ull plumage, pe pene BoE Way closely tue ‘* frequents the sandy sea-beach of New Jersey and other parts 
olden lover: ae Raons they, generally: begin fo of our Atlantic coast, in summer, in small parties of two or 
visit the inland parts of Pennsylvania in the latter end of April, three pairs together. They are extremely shy; and, except about 

and, less timid than the Golden Plover, it often selects the plowed the season of breeding, will seldom permit a person to approach 

; field for the site of its nest, where the ordinary fare of earth-worms, within gunshot. They walk along the shore, in a watchful, stately 

larve, See: and winged OSES now abound. ‘ They travel manner, at times probing it with their long, wedge-like bills, in 

ee ye es Seo ene ae geet iy a Sueatipartot Ee search of small shell-fish. This appears evident on examining the 

a alone ie ee ot the S02, either geposing wot -the-eande ” hard sands where they usually resort, which are found thickly 
the sunshine or searching the beaches for food. After dark their perforated with oblong holes, two or three inches in depth. The 

or Ue Tey note Ont pascag ont by Cay) Diey tena small crabs, called fiddlers, that burrow in the mud at the bottom 
silent, even when forced to betake themselves to flight. On such of inlets, are frequently the prey of the Oyster-catcher, as are 
occasions, they generally wheel over the waters, and not un- muscles, spout-fish, and a variety of other shell-fish and sea 
frequently return to the spot which they had at first selected.” At insects, with which those shores abound.” 

times, this species is extremely shy and watchful, and during their Audubon, in describing the characteristics of this species, says: 
love-season they utter a loud and whistling note. The length of “«OQur Oyster-catcher has a very extensive range. It spends 

this species is eleven and a half inches, and twenty-four in clear the winter along the coast, from Maryland to the Gulf of : 

GAG Mexico, and being then abundant on the shores of the Floridas, 

may be considered a constant resident in the United States. 

At the approach of spring, it removes toward the Middle States, 

where, as well as in North Carolina, it breeds. It seems 
PLATE XLII. ‘scarcer between Long Island and Portland, Maine, when you 

again see it, and whence it occurs all the way to Labrador. 
The Florida Gallinule. (Gal/inula galeata.) It is never found inland, nor even far up our largest rivers, but is 

fond of remaining at all times on the sandy beaches and rocky 
This species, which is represented on the upper part of the plate, shores of our salt-water bays or marshes. 

is mostly found in the South Atlantic and Gulf States, and is ‘«Shy, vigilant, and ever on the alert, the Oyster-catcher walks 2 
occasionally met with in Canada and the Northern and Middle with a certain appearance of dignity, greatly enhanced by its 
States. They prefer to live in families, and have a whole pond handsome plumage and remarkable bill. If you stop to watch it, 
to themselves, and it is only on extensive pieces of water that that instant it sounds a loud shrill note of alarm, and should you 
several pairs are to be met with, and even in this case each pair advance further toward it, when it has neither nest nor young, 
strives jealously to keep possession of its own territory. Slow off it flies quite out of sight. Few birds, indeed, are more difficult ; 
waters, the margins of which are thickly covered with sedge and | to be approached, and the only means of studying its habits I found 
Coarse grasses, or at least with reeds and brushwood, and par- to be the use of an excellent telescope, with which I could trace
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FRIGATE—WOOD IBiS. 89 Gee : 

its motions when at the distance of a quarter of a mile, and pur- whose tops are blasted; their purpose appears accomplished as if 
suing its avocations without apprehension of danger. In this by magic. It sometimes happens that this bird accidentally drops 
manner I have seen it probe the sand to the full length of its bill; a stick while traveling toward its nest, when, if this should hap- 
knock off limpets from the rocks on the coast of Labrador, using pen over the water, it plunges after it, and seizes it with its bill 
its weapon sideways, and insinuating it between the rock and the before it has reached the waves. The nests are usually placed on 
shell like a chisel ; seize the bodies of gaping oysters on what are the south side of the Keys, and on such trees as hang over the 
called, in the Southern States and the Floridas, ‘ raccoon oyster- water—some low, others high; several in a single tree, or only 
beds,’ and at other times take up a ‘razor-handle,’ or Solon, one, according to the size of the mangrove, but in some cases 
and lash it against the sands until the shell was broken, and the lining the whole island. They are composed of sticks crossing 
contents swallowed. Now and then they seem to suck the sea- each other, to the height of about two inches, and are flattish, but 
urchins, driving in the mouth and introducing their bill by the not very large. When the birds are incubating, their long wings 
aperture, without breaking the shell; again they are seen wading and tails are seen extending beyond the nest for more than a foot. 
up to their bodies, from one place to another, seizing on shrimps The eggs are two or three—more frequently the latter—in number ; 
and other crustacea, and even swimming for a few yards, should measure two inches and seven-eighths in length, two in breadth, 
this be necessary to enable them to remove from one bank to being thus of a rather elongated form, and have a thick, smooth 
another without flying.” shell of a greenish-white color, frequently soiled with the filth of 

The length of this species is about seventeen inches and its the nest. The young are covered with yellowish-white down, and 
breadth about thirty-five inches. look at first as if they had no feet. They are fed by regurgitation, 

but grow tardily, and do not leave the nest until they are able to 
follow their parents on the wing.” 

ao «The Frigate Pelican,” continues the same authority, ‘ is pos- 
sessed of a power of flight which I imagine superior, perhaps, to 

PLATE XLII. that of any other bird. However swiftly the Cayenne Tern, the 
smaller Gulls, or the Jager move on wing, it seems a matter of 

The Frigate, or Man-of-war Bird. (Zachyfetes aguilus.) mere sport to it to overtake any of them. ‘The Goshawk, the 
Peregrine, and the Gyr Falcon, which I conceive to be the swiftest 

This bird is: commonly known as the ‘“ Eagle of the Sea.” A of our Hawks, are obliged to pursue their victim, should it be a 
very conspicuous feature, by which it may be distinguished from Green-winged Teal, or Passenger Pigeon, at times for half a mile 
among all kindred species, is the great development of its wings. at the highest pitch of their speed before they can secure it. The 
According to Dr. Brehm: “* The Frigate Bird is to be found in the bird of which I speak comes from on high with the velocity of a 
same latitude as the ‘Sons of the Sun,’ braving with them the meteor, and on nearing the object of its pursuit, which its keen 
fervor of inter-tropical heat, but it seldom wanders so far from land eye has spied out while fishing at a distance, darts on either side 
as they. It has indeed been reported to have been seen at a dis- to cut off all retreat, and with open bill forces it to drop or disgorge 
tance of from six to seven hundred miles from the shore, to which the fish which it has just caught. Upon one occasion I observed 
it usually resorts in stormy weather. At the earliest dawn of a Frigate Bird that had forced a Cayenne Tern, yet in sight, to 
morning it leaves its sleeping-place, and may soon afterward drop a fish, which the broad-winged warrior had seized as it fell. 
be observed making broad circles in the air, or flying rapidly This fish was rather large for the Tern, and might probably be 
against the wind toward the sea, in search of food. After catching about eight inches in length. The Frigate Bird mounted, with it 
fishes until satisfied, it returns to the dry land, which it reaches, across his bill, about a hundred yards, and then, tossing it up, 
should the weather be stormy, about noon, but if fine, not until caught it as it fell, but not in the proper manner; he therefore 
later in the day.” dropped it, but before it had fallen many yards, caught it again. 

This species, according to Bennett, being incapable of swimming Still it was not in a good position—the weight of the head, it 
and diving, may generally be seen on the alert for flying-fish, when seemed, having prevented the bird from seizing it by that part. A 
these are started into the air by albicores and bonitos, and when second time the fish was thrown upward, and now, at last, was 
unsuccessful, it is compelled to resort to a system of plundering received in a convenient manner—that is, with its head downward 
other sea-birds. The quiet and industrious tribes, the Gannets and —and swallowed. These birds are gregarious, and utter a rough 
Sea-swallows, are generally selected as objects of attack, and on croaking cry.” pie : 
returning to their haunts to feed their young brood, after having The length of the Frigate Bird is forty-one inches, the spread of 
been out fishing all day, are stopped in mid-air by the marauding the wings eighty-six inches, length of tail eighteen inches. The 
Frigate Bird, and compelled to deliver up some of their prey, weight of the entire bird 1s about three pounds. 
which, being disgorged by them, is most dexterously caught by 

the plunderer before it reaches the water. A Frigate Bird has 
been observed to soar over the mast-head of a ship, and tear away 

the pieces of colored cloth appended to the vane. 
‘¢ About the middle of May,” says Audubon, “a period which PLATE XLIV. 

to me appeared very late for birds found in so warm a climate as 
the Florida Keys, the Frigate Pelicans assemble in flocks of from The Wood Ibis. (Zantalus loculator.) 
fifty to five hundred pairs or more. They are seen flying at a 
great height over the islands in which they have bred many pre- ““The Wood Ibis,” says Dr. Coues, ‘* is a remarkable and in- 
vious seasons, courting for hours together, after which they return teresting bird. In its general size, shape, and color, it might be 
toward the mangroves, alight on them, and at once begin to repair likened to a Crane, being about four feet long, and standing still 
the old nests or construct new ones. They pillage each other’s higher when erect; white in color, with black-tipped wings and 
nests of their materials, and make excursions for more to the black tail. The head is peculiar, being entirely bald in the adult 
nearest Keys. They break the dry twigs of a tree with ease, bird, and having an enormously thick, heavy bill, tapering and a 
passing swiftly on wing, and snapping them off by a single grasp little decurved at the end. In Florida, it is sometimes called the 
of their powerful bill. It is indeed a beautiful sight to see them ‘Gannet ;’ on the Colorado, it is known as the Water Turkey.” . 
when thus occupied, especially when several are so engaged, “©To go out after birds at noon-day is impossible ; will not some 
passing and repassing with the swiftness of thought over trees birds kindly come to us? Fulfillment we have, even in the ex-



60 TURNSTONE. j ee ee 

pression of the wish; there are birds to lend wings to leaden | cision, before the other is moved, when the birds walk unsuspicious 4 
hours, even during the sun’s reign of terror at Fort Yuma. A of danger. I never saw one run rapidly, since on all the occasions 
long white line, dimly seen at first in the distance, issues out of the when I have been the cause of alarm, the bird took wing directly. 
gray-green woods. It is a troop of Wood Ibises, leaving their It springs powerfully from the ground, bending low to gather j 
heated covert for what seems the still less endurable glare of day, strength, and for a little distance flaps hurriedly with dangling 
yet reckoning well, for they have before enjoyed the cooler currents legs, as if it was much exertion to lift so heavy a body. But fairly 
of the upper air, unheated by reflection from the parched and on wing, clear of all obstacles, the flight is firm, strong, and direct, 
shrinking sands. They come nearer, rising higher as they come, performed with continuous, moderately rapid beats of the wing, 
till they are directly overhead, in the bright blue. Flapping except when the birds are sailing in circles as above noted. When 
heavily until they had cleared all obstacles, then mounting faster, proceeding in a straight line the feet are stretched horizontally 
with strong, regular beats of their broad wings, now they sail in backward, but the head is not drawn closely in upon the breast, as 
circles, with wide-spread, motionless pinions, supported as if by is the case with Herons, so that the bird presents what may be 4 
magic. A score or more cross each other’s paths in interminable called a top-heavy appearance, increased by the thick large bill. 
spirals, their snowy bodies tipped at the wing-points with jetty «* The eggs of the Wood Ibis are like Heron’s, in being nearly 
black, clear cut against the sky; they become specks in the air, ellipsoidal, but differ from these, as well as from those of the Bay 
and finally pass from view. I am not aware that the Ibises circle Ibis, in color, which is uniform dull white, without markings. The 
about as I have described at particular hours of the day, but I shell is rather rough to the touch, with a coating of softish, flaky, 

‘ generally saw them so occupied in the forenoon. The habit is calcareous substance. A specimen that I measured was exactly 4 
constant with them, and quite characteristic. They are often two inches and three-quarters in length by one and three-quarters 
joined by numbers of Turkey Buzzards—birds that have the same in breadth. Two or three are said to be a nest-complement. Ac- 
custom. Those familiar with the aérial gyrations of these birds, cording to Audubon, the young are entirely dusky-gray, with 
when, away from their loathsome feasts, they career high over- brownish-black wings and bill. The head is at first covered, but 1 
head, will have, by adding to the Buzzard’s movements the beauty becomes partially bare after the first molt. Four years are said | 
of plumage that the Ibises possess, a good idea of the pleasing to be required for the bird to attain its full plumage, though it may 4 
appearance of the latter. Audubon says that their evolutions are breed at two or three years of age, and is largely white or whitish 
performed when digestion is going on, and continued until they after the first molt. The head and upper part of the neck of the 
again feel the cravings of hunger. He has so well described their adult are wholly bare, and of a livid bluish color, tinged with yel- 
mode of feeding, that I can not do better than quote his paragraph. lowish on the forehead. The bill is yellowish; the legs blue, 
‘The Wood Ibis,’ he says, ‘ feeds entirely upon fish and aquatic becoming blackish on the toes, and tinged with yellow on the webs. 
reptiles, of which it destroys an enormous quantity, in fact more The female is considerably smaller than the male.” 
than it eats; for if they have been killing fish for half an hour, 
and gorged themselves, they suffer the rest to lie on the water un- 
touched, to become food for alligators, Crows, and Vultures. To ee ee 
procure its food, the Wood Ibis walks through shallow, muddy 
lakes, or bayous, in numbers. As soon as they have discovered PLATE XLV. 
a place abounding in fish, they dance, as it were, all through it, 
until the water becomes thick with the mud stirred from the bottom The Turnstone. (Strepsilas interpres.) 
with their feet. The fishes, on rising to the surface, are instantly : Fig. 1. 
struck by the beak of the Ibises, and on being deprived of life This peculiar and beautifully variegated species of marine bird they turn over and so remain. In the course of ten or fifteen is to be met with on the sea-coasts of nearly all countries. It is minutes, hundreds of fishes, frogs, young alligators, and water- also, at times, to be seen in the interior. Usually, it appears snakes cover the surface, and the birds greedily swallow them alone, or in parties of two or three, on the beach, or on the shores until they are completely gorged, after which they walk to the of sandy rivers that empty into the ocean, near their outlets. nearest margins, place themselves in long rows, with their breasts Occasionally, it is found in company with some of the Sandpipers, 
all turned toward the sun, in the manner of Pelicans and Vultures, and other beach birds. It arrives in the Middle and Eastern 
and thus remain for an hour or so.’ States about April, remaining until June, very soon after which «©The great abundance of the Wood Ibis on the Colorado, they are seen at their breeding-quarters, on the shores of Hudson’s especially the lower portions of the river, as at Fort Yuma, has Bay, and along the desolated strand of the Arctic Sea. ‘This not been generally recognized until of late years. It is probably is,” says Dr. Brewer, ‘‘ the only species of Turnstone known, and ‘ as numerous there as anywhere in the United States, though I it is apparently distributed over the whole world. . . . Onthe a have never seen flocks ‘ composed of several thousands,’ such as Scotch and English coasts they arrive in small flocks about the Audubon speaks of. Oftenest the numbers together would fall beginning of August, and as the season advances, congregate into short of one hundred, and single birds were very frequently seen larger assemblies; the greater proportion of these are still in their flapping overhead or wading in the shallow pools. But they are young dress, and it is not until the ensuing spring that this is com- like all of their great tribe, gregarious birds, spending most of their pletely changed. In this state they have been frequently described 
time in each other's society. I doubt that any are found on the as a second species. Early in spring, a few straggling birds, in Colorado higher than Fort Mojave. They probably occur along perfect breeding plumage, may be observed on most of our shores, the greater part of the Gila, but how far up I am unable to say. I which have either been left at the general migration, or remain 
have not noticed them in Arizona except on these two rivers. during the year in a state of barrenness. It is then that the finest 
Wherever found in the Territory, they are permanent residents, as specimens for stuffing are obtained.” 
elsewhere in most parts of the United States. In the eastern It is not often that two specimens of this species are found whose province they reach to the Carolinas. They are said to ascend the plumage and markings are alike in every particular. As it is Mississippi to the Ohio; but the swampy tracts and bayous of represented on the plate, it will, we think, be recognized at once Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida are, with the lagoons by any one who has ever seen the bird. They are naturally of a of the lower Colorado, their favorite homes. I do not know of restless and active disposition, running rapidly, with wings low- ; them in California, except as along the river just named. ered, but usually only for a short distance, pausing from time to ; ‘©The carriage of the Wood Ibis is firm and sedate, almost time, for a few moments, in the course of their swift career; their stately ; each leg is slowly lifted, and planted with deliberate pre- flight is easy, and accompanied by a variety of graceful evolutions. : 
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Their cry, which is shrill and penetrating, is uttered with such itation is good and the gunner is careful to keep concealed. The 
various degrees of rapidity as to produce very different effects. smaller the flock the more easily are they allured, and a single 
They are also very cautious, and unusually shy. individual rarely fails to turn his course toward the spot whence 

Audubon states that he had ocular demonstration of the fact that, the sound proceeds. When in very extensive flocks they have a 
as its name imports, this species actually turns over stones and note which, when uttered by the whole number, I can compare to 
other objects to search for food, and gives the following interesting nothing but the chattering of a flock of Blackbirds. When 
account of the proceedings of four of these birds, which he observed wounded and taken in hand, they emit a very loud, harsh scream, 
on the beach of Galveston island: «‘ They merely,” he says, ‘‘ ran like that of a common hen under similar circumstances, which 
a little distance out of our course, and, on our returning, came cry they also utter when pursued. 
back immediately to the same place. This they did four different «* Their food consists almost entirely of the crow-berry (Zmfpe- 
times, and after we were done, remained busily engaged in search- trum nigrum), which grows on all the hill-sides in astonishing 
ing for food. None of them were more than fifteen or twenty profusion. It is also called the ‘ bear-berry’ and ¢ curlew-berry.’ 
yards distant, and I was delighted to see the ingenuity with which It is a small berry, of a deep purple color, almost black, growing 
they turned over the oyster-shells, clods of mud, and other small upon a procumbent, running kind of heath, the foliage of which 
bodies left exposed by the retiring tide. Whenever the object was has a peculiar moss-like appearance. This is their principal and 
not too large, the bird bent itslegs to half their length, placed its favorite food, and the whole intestine, the vent, the legs, the bill, 
bill beneath it, and with a sudden, quick jerk of the head, pushed throat, and even the plumage, are more or less stained with the 
it off, when it quickly picked up the food which was thus exposed deep purple juice. They are also very fond of a species of small 
to view, and walked deliberately to the next shell to perform the snail that adheres to the rock in immense quantities, to procure 
same operation. In some instances, when the clusters of oyster- which they frequent the land-washes at low tide. Food being so 
shells or clods of mud were too heavy to be removed in the ordi- abundant, and so easily obtained, they become excessively fat. In 
nary manner, they would not only use the bill and head, but also this condition they are most delicious eating, being tender, juicy, 
the breast, pushing the object with all their strength, and remind- and finely flavored; but, as might be expected, they prove a very 
ing me of the labor which I have undergone in turning over a difficult job for the taxidermist. 
large turtle. Among the sea-weeds, which had been cast on the ‘Although the Curlews were in such vast numbers, I did not 
shore, they used only the bill, tossing the garbage from side to side find them so tame as might be expected, and as I had been led to 
with a dexterity extremely pleasant to behold.” suppose by previous representations. I was never able to walk 

Upon the coast of Cape May and Egg Harbor this species is openly within shooting distance of a flock, though I was told it 
known by the name of the ‘* Horse-foot Snipe,” from the fact that was often done. The most successful method of obtaining them is 
it subsists during a portion of the summer almost entirely on the to take such a position as they will probably fly over in passing 
spawn and eggs of the great ‘* king crab,” called by the common from one feeding ground to another. They may then be shot 
people the ‘* horse-foot.” This spawn may often be seen by bushels with ease, as they rarely fly high at such times. The perti- 
in the hollows and eddies on the coast. This species is nine inches nacity with which they cling to certain feeding-grounds, even 
long and eighteen across the span of the wing; the wing measures when much molested, I saw strikingly illustrated on one occasion. 
six inches and the tail six inches and a half. In the young the The tide was rising and about to flood a muddy flat, of perhaps an 
plumage is a mixture of blackish-brown and rust-yellow, the fore acre in extent, where their favorite snails were in great quantities. 
part of the body being grayish-black. Although six or eight gunners were stationed upon the spot, and 

kept up a continual round of firing upon the poor birds, they con- 
tinued to fly distractedly about over our heads, notwithstanding the 
numbers that every moment fell. They seemed in terror lest they 

The Esquimaux Curlew, or Dough-bird. (zmendus borealis.) should lose their accustomed fare of snails that day. On another 
4 occasion, when the birds had been so harassed for several hours 

pee as to deprive them of all opportunity of feeding, great numbers of 
This species is an occasional visitant to almost every part of the them retired to a very small island, or rather a large pile of rocks, 

North American continent, and in the course of its migrations it a few hundred yards from the shore, covered with sea-weed and, 
penetrates into the remote territories of the West, along the great val- of course, with snails. Flock after flock alighted on it, till it was 
ley of the Mississippi, and extending its wanderings into the south- completely covered with the birds, which there, in perfect safety, 

ern hemisphere as far as Brazil and Paraguay. It winters in the obtained their more meal.” 
' South, and arrives at the eastern sea-coasts early in May. It ap- ‘On their return in autumn,” says Nuttall, ‘* they are remark- 

pears more or less numerous in flocks in the salt marshes, on the ably gregarious, each company seeming to follow some temporary 
muddy shores, and about the inlets, and is also found near the leader ; and, on Sane to fly, a Sore of watch-cry is Beard; coe 
so-called mud-flats at low water, mingling with other wading sembling the whistling pronunciation of the word bee-bee.” On 
birds. According to Dr. Coues: ‘*The Curlews associate in their arrival from the north, they aus vey, fat, plump, and well \ 
flocks of every size, from three to as many thousand, but they flavored. They are sought out by ePLCUIES and enhance the value 
generally fly in so loose and straggling a manner that it is rare to of a table entertainment. This bird is fifteen inches long and 
kill more than half a dozen at a shot. When they wheel, how- twenty-seven inches broad. 
ever, in any of their many beautiful evolutions, they close together 
in a more compact body, and offer q more favorable opportunity 
to the gunner. Their flight is firm, direct, very swift, when nec- = : ie 
essary much protracted, and is performed with regular, rapid The Hudsonian Curlew. (Wamentus hudsontcus.) 
beats. They never sail, except when about to alight, when the Fig. 3. 
wings are much incurved downward, in the manner of most 
waders. As their feet touch the ground, their long, pointed This species appears to be much less abundant than the pre- 
wings are raised over the back, until the tips almost touch, and — ceding, although it occupies the same territory. Wilson says: 
then deliberately folded, much in the manner of the Solitary Sand- ‘It arrives in large flocks omthe sea-coast of New Jersey early in 
piper (7hyacophilus solitarius). Their note is an often-repeated, May, from the South, and frequents the salt marshes, muddy shores, 
soft, mellow, though clear whistle, which may be easily imitated. and inlets, feeding on small worms and minute shell-fish. ‘They 
By this means they can readily be decoyed within shot, if the im- are most commonly seen on mud-flats at low-water, in company
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with various other waders; and, at high water, roam along the derived from its shrill cries, like the syllables ’A:U/ willet, ’tit pill 
marshes. They fly high, and with great rapidity. A few are seen willet. Jt is distributed through most all parts of North America, 
in June and as late as the beginning of July, when they generally and breeds where it may find a suitable place; most generally it 
move off toward the north. Their appearance on these occasions is near the water of some secluded pool, or in the midst of a marsh. 
is very interesting. They collect together from the marshes, as if It generally passes its winters within the tropics and along the 
by premeditated design, rise to a great height in the air, usually shores of the Mesican gulf, arriving in the Middle States early in 
an hour before sunset, and, forming in one vast line, keep up a April, from which time to the early part of August its noisy cry 
constant whistling on their way to the north, as if conversing with can be heard along the marshes for a great distance—Wilson says 
one another to render the journey more agreeable.” This species ‘‘of more than half a mile.” The same authority says: ‘‘The 
is nineteen inches long and thirty-two inches broad. anxiety and affection manifested by these birds for their eggs and 

young are truly interesting. A person no sooner enters the marshes 
than he is beset by the Willets, flying around and skimming over 

Mente his head, vociferating with great violence their common cry of 
pill-will-willet, and uttering at times a loud, clicking note, as he 

PLATE XLVL approaches nearer to their nest. As they occasionally alight, and 
slowly shut their long white wings, speckled with black, they have 

The Long-billed Curlew--Sickle-bill. (Mamenius longirostris.) a mournful note, expressive of great tenderness. . . . During 
: the laying season, the Crows are seen roaming over the marshes 

Bigat: in search of eggs, and, wherever they come, spread consternation 
This is one of our abundant, and by sportsmen highly prized and alarm among the Willets, who, in united numbers, attack and 

game-birds, which is at home in most parts of the North American pursue them with loud clamors. It is worthy of remark, that 
continent. Its northern range is the Saskatchawan and the length among the various birds that breed in these marshes, S mutual 
of the British provinces, where they retire to breed, rearing its respect is paid to each other’s eggs; and it is only from intruders 
young, to the southern border. It is known by its long bill, and from the land side, such as Oe Jays, weasels, foxes, minx, and 
loud, short whistling note, resembling the word kurlew, from whence man himself, that these affectionate tribes have snOS EHO dread.” 
it derives its name. A good imitation of this note, it is said, may As soon as the young are able to fly, the brood, with the parent 
entice a whole flock within gunshot. It affords splendid sport to birds, roam together in a flock, and make frequent visits to the 
the shooter, and as a delicacy is equal to the Golden Plover. pools and ditches near the beach, where they usually pass their 

“It is by no means confined to the vicinity of the water,” says time wading about in the water, in search of food, which consists 
Dr. Coues, ‘but, on the contrary, is often seen on extensive dry of marine worms, small shell-fish, mollusks, and other aquatic 

plains, where it feeds on various mollusks, insects, and berries, eee : ; ‘ 
which it deftly secures with its extraordinarily long bill. The «« Under ordinary circumstances,” ale Dr. Coues, « Willets ate 
length and curve of this member, measuring sometimes eight or notoriously restless, wary, and noisy birds ; but their nature is 

nine inches in length, gives the bird a singular and unmistakable changed, or, at any rate, held in abeyance, during and for a short 
appearance, either in flight or when gathering its food. Its voice time after incubation. They or aee their cries, grow less uneasy, 
is sonorous and not at all musical. During the breeding season, become gentle, if still suspicious, and may) generally be scen 
in particular, its harsh cries of alarm resound when the safety of stalking quietly about the a When Willets yon found in that 
its nest or young is threatened. In the fall, when food is plenty, humor—absent-minded, as it veh absorbed in reflection Upow 
it becomes very fat, and affords delicate eating.” their engrossing duties, and unlikely to observe anything not di- 

Dr. Newberry found the Curlew quite abundant in the vicinity rectly in front of their bill—it tee, good evidence that they 
of San Francisco and throughout the Sacramento valley, during have a nest hard by. It is the cae with Avocets, and probably 
the autumn and winter, though there were comparatively few in many other waders. During incubation, the bird that is ‘off 
the summer before the rainy season. ‘In our march,” he adds, duty’ (both parents are said to take turns at this) almost always 
“through the Sacramento valley and northward, we did not meet indulges in revery, doubtless rose-tinted, and becomes in a corre- 
with it until we came down into the plains bordering Pitt river, sponding degree oblivious to outward things. If then they are 

above the upper cafion. Here we found them in immense num- not set upon in a manner entirely too rude and boisterous, the in- 
bers, and they formed a valuable addition to our bill of fare. This quiring ornithologist could desire no better opportunity than he 
prairie is entirely covered with water during the wet season, as is will have to observe their every motion and attitude. But once 
proven by the myriads of aquatic shells (planorbis, physa, etc.) let them become thoroughly alarmed by too open approach, par- 
scattered over the ground in the grass, and as it does not dry up ticularly if the setting bird be driven from her nest, and the scene 
so completely as the other valleys, the Curlews apparently pass quickly shifts; there is a great outcry, violent protest, and tumult, 
the summer there. Around the Klamath lakes and others of that where was quietude. Other pairs, nesting near by, join their cries 
group they were abundant in August, and we found them asso- till the confusion becomes general. But now, again, their actions 
ciated with the Geese and other water-birds, which were congre- are not those they would show at other times} for, instead of flying 
gated in countless numbers on the low lands bordering the Colum- off with the instinct of self-preservation, to put distance between 
bia, in October.” them and danger, they are held by some fascination to the spot, 

This species is twenty-five and one-half inches long, and thirty- and hover around, wheeling about, flying in circles a little way to 
eight inches broad. return again, with unremitting clamor. They may be only too 

easily destroyed under such circumstances, provided the orni- 

thologist can lay aside his scruples and steel himself against sym- 
The Willet, Semipalmated Tattler, or Stone Snipe, (Zotanus semé- pathy. 

palmatus.) «The half-webbing of the toes renders this species something of 
Fig. 2 a swimmer, if necessity arise; but it only takes to water beyond 

its depth under urgent circumstances. In size, as well as in 
This is one of our well-known and abundant species of sporting plumage, it is very variable; the length >f the legs, particularly, 

bird. It is familiar to the general public by the name of Willet, varies in different individuals to a surprising degree.”



yy 
Pix iNd 

cs RENN 
ats 

or ee 

Se 
2 ae ns Sa By Oc s 

aos wei i SeeOut BSL esc. 
Bam. Caeaaionts Bae 

“EAA 
| GEER 

se TEs k pee 

APS es, Gereanes f 
Se Mi 

Sh RUNGE oo, 05 fee 
es ae 

eA 
ers Fag seme euea oy are A tn eae 

. Bengt Ri gs 

Soa Ae Seo tae 
YE ge aed 

ee Ae ee re : eee 
ee 

1a AGe Scapa 
4 Pees, bi 2 

FOES RD NG 
ee 

: Be Ra 

oe oe ARN RR 
on 

r Be ae Ls 

oe 
ANAS 

: 
m ges PR Sn 3 a 

% 
sees ee WAR x 

ge ier v baat ss 

bes ou SARS WYN 

Uae ale RN ana 
Res 

ce oo ASS 

nS wo 

< iss SNA * SEE 

Ba ae 
\ 

N Tee ee ee A SSS. 
bats an 

te 
: 

: 
{ ee \ SOY SS > Se means en es 

8 
: 

‘ Sa SERS SSS Sees 
Be, 

; 

ee SS » Sree Port a SS + RS eee rene ays 
OR a 

3 

er a a: Sh ae ee 
ns SUE Kea ee eae 

ae ap iF 

¢h Se 
SSase SENSE eS os 

Bd vas 

ai ae 
eee Bis, o> Se 

‘ 
sare ABE 

ae ae at 
Ribea 

mS "FUSS Ee 
eee 

og ae aa lg oe ert go ea See een ga OSS a is OS pas y eae Bee 
es s Be ee Reena 

TS wees Bee re Bee eee Oe 
ae eg ASS ee 

Sou ear eee oer sees 

Ses faa ee oe 
ae (2 

eee 

se ee 
ee ee 2 

oo ee Se ee oe 

SF 

. eee “Se oe 
; 

eee 
ee Oe ee 

Sa See Bee cea as ree 
eo 

oo 
0 

a ES 
ee 

Oe ee rs ee ae 60 

ee Se fee eee 
Soot 

SE 
—e—="RE 

eee nee aw 
eae 

ee 
ee ee 

pe cae ae a 4 
See Nee 

a ee 
ee 

t«S: ee 

s 

SERRE kes a eae ees REESE 

SaaS 
Site 

ne REO 

ee 

eee 
Aa eee = < ah ee 

LORE ees po ete See es ee 

‘ SS 

wee eae sa EL) 

‘ ~ ae 
Ceca ‘ : 

eee : a ee 
ee ee 

ot ae 7) a ce 

ee 
SS 

2 ee N 

Mae Soar eee ee SS ee Rs = ae 
oa, Are 

— 
cone tee 

~~ 5s 

ee 
oJ. 

Goo nage Mie E Ree 

2 Ze 
ce 9 

Di a, yy 
ee . % 

~~ 

en 
% % 2 

ee 

Pe rae “ul f 

iene 
igs 

SASS | ee 

if 

ee 
Bore. \\ | ee eels 

Besa. 
ee 

ee ee Q 
SS PRG 

aus  Reesaucereanccsun 

= aN 
A eS a 

ee 
oo es Ses i 

q Be 
me | fe 

Te Se See. as ce 
a ee : ae Tee aaa: 

35 Mie Sr ze 

ee 
KNORR oem 

| ee — 
= Soo 

ea 
Coes 

a 
‘ a re. SER 

SERA pe 
: 

Eee 
a sell ean os pe ee 

een 
A 

eee SEP deo 

=e 
AO Mar rea ce Beet stcta ec aaa te ere 

SF ipeee a EE eS RN | eee ae 

RES fe 
Se 

ah 
See 

a 

Sa 
eee Fis SS 

Seas Boe re poems cee 
oe ents 

oo 
ees 

a 2 
: 

Ri anaes ea 

2 
ee ee 

ae 

oe 

See ae Se 
ee 

REIS “a TF 

Shika oem 
ppt coe Sree a te SO 

* 5 

ae We 
eee: eLoer 

; 
SS 

: isa % e ee 
: . 

; St a 
er Sk Gana 

eS 

Per i al cece ae gy se 

ee Se ee Tee * 
icine oo eae : r 

i we Recess 
ae . —_— = Se meee 

3 x 

ee a SS ag bees Ce = ae 

en: 
a ee Bo aeco 

Se SS 
—— a Bee 

x gh aa 
aes: na 

( FR



ee Caer go ulpee einen i Ro er a ree ; : 

Reagents 
ee > pauses a qo) eee Sl al eA eas ieee 

eee 
tn CNSR: soe a ae a 

Deets er re Pe Sect st eee eae eee 

ee er aac). 

Brain cere ear ae p i berg noe, he tas eee aera 

a Pate riders ara a rc 7 . : 
F 

je ee Ete 5 ee 

Ree eee fen! 3 pleat 
7 Fok Gee eae See 

ee ee 
a ae i ah ss le a , 

Besa) Reeeege elven, ico : : San ae SSL hs SIN eee en q 

Sieg cepa ehh 
Sahin es oe a : fo Polen ss eae ie 

ig a ae ean ot ee wey ; 4 = i : 
Pas # 7 as a a iit ie z neeees 

a eo eee ert 
¥ ; ae eos oe eee 

Beis ora eee ie 
: 

qos: pata ee 

Bales adhe i 
; 

: 
el pele ieee 

Meee. ei 
: 

4 Fy oy eee Gis 

eae, «| 
ee 

: ot Es rae 

Bees cd 
; ; 

: ee" tel Seep 

Pts 2 oie ¢ 

= 3 ie <b i ae 

Mee ital! phere j 

E haa eey STA rr | ES eS eerie aa 

Ban lect 7 

sek ; , z A eres [ 

Soa et en 

Aor clang Loe ies Pere 

eg ; 
eS Se ee

e 

Sy. eee 
pata ; i 

Ey a Ss ; 

a i : 
ee oa: Eg ee oe 

ig i. of : 

; 
‘é a oat ve ae ST eR eae 

i ch ees 

e 7 Pe 
a S eon | foe ae 

ia. Be . 
i 

: a a6 : . vende J eee 

Se Sites 
Sa, 

ai) ote eee 

ay ai “ 7 
c cgttae ene te” oy Ea ete 

ims. pei) 
-% ae j -) 5) eee ; 

a fo Sale : ; ee 
: oi eee Geet; = 

ae Li 

; i 
e Si ers 7 

apt" C 

; ty, é - 
‘i : ' . oe fie eeaarac ss 

ary is 
CSS his 5 af tpg, 3a eae 

Bee - fy r 
es 

& : ae Fg Ae eee eg 

ay = 
" 

+ et nee 

i a ea 
€ 

: th.5" gel a 

ae ay ae ’ 
‘ fe ae ge a eae a 

Tes: 
sim he 

Sadie. clo Bean d ae eae 

y rig A 
‘ 

7 
q 

Aiea “st ae <j pee lees 

a f Su 

eee Papeete slaty acc om 

ane 3 

eg Siete ees EE 

eels ; = ; 

aad eee eae eet) 

fa : 5 

oie Se ie) eae 

i: fs ees? 

= dee 3 ae ti: baa 

ae 

‘ ae i ee Piet eo aia By aeration ae 

ee Ri 

a Pusu ‘eae 

em 
. 

cn EA ee TE ea eae ee 

Pie ; 
: 

¥ = =: fe or ao 

ee coals 

ia se SOME 2a ga 

a 2 ; a 

: ie, ce ae ao 

cieeaa ls ‘ 

are Fea a e-em > ay aaa 

aes : , 

7 “= henie ot e eae 

eat ; 

70 AL Ton 1 Shi en eae 

ae ee 

a eae 

Bi 

Mi eciit | Si aie se 

Sime 2 

aoe yee i me ieee ae hs 

oo - 

i : 2 ‘ f ae Be ae fue on Yr 

aor, oe 

; He eA ee pier | eee a 

a 

Moe 
ee , ar. nae ie eis Gaia 

pe 3 : 

Ces "aa aa: ree 

eee oh. 
; 

3 2 — a i 

Be), 

Ou Og ee Sri 

reais 
: 

ae Sle oe 

Regi 5 : 
: ; 

Ei ies is ae 

ee 

2 ea ee 

co : 
alee oe 

hrowe: 2 

eerie i = ue 

aie a ; ; 
2 

’ im ees yes ee 

alge 

i 

poy, 

oe ROLE: . 

Bey et : z 
= 

. ce ee 

ee E 

ae ZAR) epee er 

steep yeas : 

a id Sane 

aa ke 
; a 

eee). Sue : 

oo a ae 

pat Bk is 

Seer lise 

poe ie. = depts 

z 
he 1s aS, aaa 

A a -. 

? 
2) 2S Cenc on 

Ai ae 

, oe ie yi ede 

eae eeapeee 

: th ie 

ae we aires Te ; 4 2 
2 Se isa 

Bes Se. SR dee ieee Bee hig naps 

: 2 IgSesenarne “o 5 

Se eT: parse aaa eRe rn | val : 
: ea aoe 

a i Pas Peer etek t se 
aa cat -<:tbectinsis hie 9 

ie Seite ass PIS g eH ite ea ST 
Rr ‘aes ‘eh - Se in nea 

ree eee) 5a) eee fear negate : ge ae ‘ . Rees Naas ; 

eS eae ee Beas: : 
: ieee Js he PEs 

epee saints Sige Sans heey!" 
E op Go es 

: 

Bek) term een erg 
: a ee ae 2 

pee de aes chee ese 
i = ee Peewee cs et 

eid eet piper ee ee 

eee ae 

| Ree ee ee: i. ; ss Saale ele 

Be ori eee eee ae fo : ha: 
: et joes iy ES 

Reese ki ie r Se es ape i Fi 
SG ieee 5 Ah Ce eae 

escent Ge 
ee tit pines a Shae ot 

i ioehe = eer ree Z 

ue Aer: ge eo 
bay panes ye al 

pba: 5 wer per ieee ae 
ages 2 ¥ ‘ t Bi 

a al Tae te ta hae o ie s 

pepe = eee are yt re oe ae 7 7 6 
“te sl fps Be eae 

A, 

eta epee sees ee pe ea bed ig oleae sear: ae ama 

ig a ane e oP ie ec a Se. Saas SS i ee Sj ea 

a reciep
t eg Sea ie e pe rh enh ge Mee ee 

ie | ec Narr eta .— sys ae tai rahe aa ak al ot tes ene “Sean > ae 

sf Sere 
eres gl oe ge er Ronee ee Sr Gey Sk ade alee es a 

ety eee ar iy ea a aieat deze Paka. fied BAN) ae eka a aoe 

Bend mi ee Sete cre ee en ala obec eee eee en ee cae oa. ae ay 

ec Raed es es MS oie ere pee” MMi ee Ge: pes + 
a : 

eats. ere 
ee oes ae ee a a aes ie rey pee ee | es toes aca 

OS Se ints fed Oe 
coy ees te Pe Ses ia sh IRE see ghd =e 16) aaa 

ee ie Reber a) la ash Ee Ghee Se ea ys oe aie Legit i Seas 

ses) eee te ee es ee oc RUE Ramet a Spo Lee ee 2) 

ae eis : pee AL at ee a eer piecr ginny omc. (iss be tp cae Paster aaiee 
oe 

Bars etc to gee ere 8 i Pa ghee faa erie eae a eae Ne peaa 

be ENS Pay rot os Petre Ue ee ateeee setae pt sag ye ie a eae 

ats = Bander ie Bre cae aie a ecules hia a Belzs 5) ocen cesT ek eae peels [or ees 

- 
ata coe yt ES Camis hb er eS aie reg Ree eine a oS are ee laae eons 5 re . 

ete eS ne Nite) ee Siete 

; iy at ae te a ‘a Sat ee iy HAS Ah oad is ey ere bas 

er oes oer Pa vay eee Bags is Re rae g alll ad ea Toe ea es eee ae eer ae er ae 

= eee Riser: Epa sath alas GS Sein Ate ke ala Sense eae 

Steg? aT | Scie a ea tik Cee pe eeetas (ty et ees 

i es ihe = aes oho! eens Bea : Saeoi in eee 

S Sige ae Mea en ES ee A ee ee aa ek has Sight tee Oe rote z 

fer aes, Misr c i NED Silas dearece igs See ea 
ee te Bley 

Be tise tay Sei (oye a ee eee AT thes aera 

: Miler tee a ied a ee ae Bodom geo 

Behera ay Seager ee acon cesar ee 

= pense ie eer Beet aan eres :



* v 

PUNE 

X lows \. 

< 
a, & x 

ay 

ue f = _ , 

“a 

“ a 

Sy 
Be Sy & % a . 

= : 
Rt Sag 

6 cae Ag he 2 ( cm 
- bd Ste. 

. ss 3 + c Sa 
a \ 

: Sn 
a Se ee 

; 

pe 3 
Sia Hae REN 

AN 

Sy Oe 

AR 

by c= 
= aa a 

Boss... 

gigs - 

eo eee : on © 8 

Oo 
~ 

>, J x L 

. 
\ 

e of 
ae ES 4 

a 3% te Zs 

1 pee = S a see, 
- = oN 

—— 
oN Bi. oo Bm 

e 
ee “yy 

,_ oe . 4 Saw 
He _— Ban nN 

ae 

MS. = yy 9 Piet : 

“siey - FOS A f eo 
1% 

. 

: i 
“ se Bites a 

eran a net ito fate RR. 
he ee ome 

= 

a i 4 2 
= 

seaman ie i Sg RN RS A, ae Pees. a aS 

nearer 
ae A SP SAE R.2, 

ee ee i Bey tees wat sisi kitictitcinie Goes 

<a Se Se ee eae So 
San = 

pn 3 

es : 
7 

x ee 
; 

i Pe 
r ‘a4 a & é 

SS Pe a 
BA —— =e. ee 

em , ea A ; he yp - ee. ae 38 eos s 

e Se paca _ ye 
aE IF te te eS ae Nos Ny fase e 

pa afc at ome eRe Seg eee 

fe fll. 
eo 

als foie 
gee) a 

es 

Sg 
Rais mea 

: = 13 ma oN i eS — fs 
ee 

~ = SE 
ee Set 

Se eS Fa 

a" ; = —— CE. eter cgi ® OO ee 

YO SSS ieee a Be ey PEE we 

= a ee i ae he =e mar tae Se . 

a oe SS ey pe” ide SF IIR ay 

Ss oe Lew 
S — i 

eth « k& Be Se 
a We, 

e ST eee 
oa ee ie pik: pee 

. 

oe GS pe > ke Ole ee ee &. 6 

Seg 
SA A. "Ea Te 

Gi 

" ee vs =f Ge RaW) ‘ NERS ee a, 
I: 38 Blin IR SERS Re <e | 

ym Lage . " ) Ae PAN we 7 Ra Weak? PR By : 

f ed 
oO e 3B A 

eee 

y 
~ 

i we = 

%



Acer Sr Sepa RAT em Pore one eee 

eee se 
pl ee Eg eee Ale eee 

a Acree eee « ae pees, pile ial Eee ay ee 

Se eal si ae nie 7 is. ya a pia kee — nes Z 

ee Soe Pte ie, be AL fe ae ese 

ese Tari rae 
Het 5 Zt See ee JSS eee 

ee aay te! rcs 
‘ SES eae fr. Ph eee oes 

ae 1 = ae : ; “s : Anois © eae ok oh ee 

ee cad Fe tet ‘ 
ea ge eared : POSS Rh ee a aaa 

Be i: 
oS ae ae 

eee ; . 
eee 

a pe oar ‘ 
% 

z 
7). 25 ace ae " 

a i eee : 
: ' nist ik ae areata 

ee Sees ight a 

ny Tne 

fed Pe : 
= ea nas Loe a ee 

i es 
i ; ‘ 

~ oh) = Se eae 

Bee. ; 

A 
; : #1 ; i : tee ws a oe 

re = 
= 

. 

ie 
A 7 a ae 

2 : 3 
aig. 

é 2 ls a ee 

ere. 
5 

7 Coes aes dy aes ’ 

eee : 
pen ERs: Get ee 

rea ie) 

oF dene ig mt oes ce tara 

Bee a. 1 
: 

e. 
ca ave 97 Coe <4, ee 

eat : 
aa : pa | <e ala 

es 

me 
a Gene 

i os : 

sy 
ae yr | AN rase a 

Ey 
: 

ao ty ie camel 

i : 
7 ae ae oS Ey Se 

> 
; ‘at ne 

—- 
: aie 

, . 

ee 

pets te 
Jae 

is et yt eka 

Ren 
: 

% i Pee 

rc 

. 
oh corer oe ek 

it, , 

. i a - coat ae Bie eect 

era 

3 aye. 2 Eig Eee une 

ihe 
“ 

: 
= @ alee aang ae ae 

A 

aes y oF co By Shale aie 

Bes 

Hug ee i” Feb ie a5 > 

ee. 

1 HES Sal" Gen ee 

ee. ‘ 

' poousee ore ae a! - 

mh es 
: 

eC ey ae 

a 

; eo Dein ae 

oe: 

get ae Sor are ae : 

eo, 
: 

SS ie a 

i. : 
5) i, en ri 

o a a “ 

ae ahaa _ Sir ies 

. ee pi 

ie 7 Has es a 

mets 

ee ae ca 

Batty ; 
5 

So) Aye a easmaga 

eat | 1 4 

‘saa ee 
a 

eee 

= 2 ees 

i E 

som =i 2 Peale 2 aie 

elf on: 

“Tae 

ee 

7 ore 

+ ae 9 yea ees 

ee 
| 

an Pies 

— 

ee 

eet ; 

3) ape er 

ee cca ‘ : 

qo a eae 

Rey. 

on 

a 

; 

ee 

mee Sk * Ue 

ES Sneed wr 

Ba : bag; 
; ; meet 7 Pas ‘Uae en 

ee 
ae 

a” . eee 

sit ; cae 
oT ya a es 

et hia sate 

Ps 
eee 

cites ee) 

ea . io 

Peed is |e ce : ; 
$961 

“20 Se ei 

eee : ; age 
Sp eee 4 Lj) Se 

rit eit iii i 
NG 

a ee 
ae 

oN en ny Se! GU it ¥ 

a ae © ee mae a 

Bee ; : eS ere < el ae a eS 

Bere 6 js aye ee 5 ss E 
Pies | eee _2 ae : A) ene 

ee ee ee ues Bi 
hal Bs ee ee a ee 

Be 
a : Ss 

te SAE a sok — iy ee 

Meee oo ek ts a sare Nao Take i ne BS ogk ies ea errata po a coh eee 

eae |) | eget ; fap SB aia et te ee mag € ge ete or? Sie 

eo ee : een as a + es datz j Sepik: eet a as 

i cities gids = SH sig Bere ea aie a are he ‘ igus eae a ee Rey ose 

it hmeasearaey = Se 
SrsBUiy resi AP oe le ta FP aS 0 es en ak A a Oe) eden 

eee re peter Dees cer aa (ak ER (= a geri ey ae 

eee ID ea Mie Sater ke) Biae-a ete ae re a Seek ; see: a aie ke ie BA itictetgaes 

Pee 
Scat RIN A. os <u aene  ienge et eg RO edn 

Bee eae So ‘ ane aud ee pa Re SS Sa ae APN oles re | eee 

mee = pede dase “y te Oe camer et : cyan: tad 3) tien ra 

aed eae. Pal oy Se Ce ie Pa a. SO ee 

Re ae inl : oC che eae 

ce tiie eee fice Mme sé cd eteepss Tun RNAS rk (2 let Seeds 1k 4 Leones: apes Ee Syed aad 

Tate ae es iE 
esi % + it ae ae F SAL a gS a eae Bee ese i 

ee 
Oe oe Perum 

a ee aber Prk BPS AS sae | tohiel alr Sega) ene Se aeneiek re aes ca uieedketaae 

as Br oi = Seana aed 
a= Bug Bears gS se Alen al WMS Tre eens ce sae Big) 5. pe ee eee 

i See Seed pak ae eee ira: 6. Seo rae 

ee , me ere Bee pire ag ee Sips oe octal pales belay cere ie 

rn 2 sd oo on eaa ace es eee eee Rae Sr a ene 

eigenen
. fe CEE aps ee ey eae ees rota 

Meee ee reponse LI a a BLD a er Scan Jie Pema | 0 eet eee ecm 

Pcp eer [=o Payer late ict Ree IP oe ae yey ee cae ee cine | ee 

ee eg CY ge er 
Sat ees a cet i ates ees eis cola ea 

4 “ Si aisle ern seers = a Sp Wee a bes seca aoe! ane SE Std Sey wedges s € 

: ae Ne a ind, ait: sacs een Ba Peas ia Soar 

: ye fee else spats eae a ae eee, i peer 

f Pee A glint SUS pe tia rte Ree ath ece ey ie arene ne : 

Piel tiy Frases i ns hag cee IP LT A ok 48 oe
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The White-rumped Sandpiper. (Zrdnga bonapartei.) The Pine Warbler. (Dendroeca pina.) 

Fig. 3. Fig. 2. 

Along the Atlantic coast this species is very abundant. It also This species, which is most generally to be observed in the pine 
penetrates far into the interior. It winters in the Southern States groves, actively passing over from the limbs to the branches, in 
and Greenland, and is migratory through the United States and in like manner as other Warblers, seizing insects on the wing, is 
the eastern provinces. During such times it will be found with a very early visitor from the south, in the spring, and remains late 
other kindred species along the sea-shore and in the muddy flats in the fall. This bird is by no means confined to the pine forests, 
back of the beaches. ‘‘ Its general habits,” says Dr. Coues, ‘are as it has been observed in similar situations as other Warblers are 
much like those of its allies, though it has some traits of its own, to be found. Mr. Allen gives the following account of its resorts: 
among them a peculiarly low, soft ‘¢wee¢,’ and a remarkable fa- «« During the last weeks of April and the early part of May, they 
miliarity, or rather heedlessness. It may be distinguished, even frequent open fields, obtaining much of their food from the ground. 
at a distance, by its white upper tail-coverts, which show conspic- . . . Allittle later they retire to the pine forests, where they 
uously when not covered by the folded wings.” It is a very lively almost exclusively remain during summer, keeping mostly in the 
little bird, running nimbly and fast along the water’s edge, some- tops of the taller trees. During a few weeks, about October ist, 
times standing still for a moment, wagging its tail, and then starts they again come about the orchards and fields.” 
to running, occasionally stopping to pick up food, which consists of ‘While walking,” says Maynard, ‘‘in the piny woods of Florida, 
insects, worms, etc. The flight of this bird is usually low; at one will suddenly observe that the trees over his head are filled 
times it is seen flying in an air or a slanting line across the water, with birds, when, but a moment before, not a living thing was to 
and then again it may be seen skimming along the surface, its be seen, and his ears will be saluted by a variety of sounds. Be- 
long wings making a considerable angle downward from the body. sides the loud, harsh notes of the Woodpeckers or Nuthatches, 
This species is about seven inches long, and about twelve inches and the mellow whistle of the Bluebirds, the slowly given trill of 
broad. the Pine Warblers will occasionally be heard. There are hun- 

dreds of these little birds in every passing flock, yet but few of 

them ever sing. They are extremely active, now searching for 

insects among the swaying foliage of the high pines overhead, then 
clinging to the brown trunks to peer into the crevices of the bark, 
or alighting on the ground among the grass. But the birds do 

PLATE XLVII. not remain long in one spot, and soon pass on. ‘Thus these great 

avian waves are constantly passing over the barrens through the 
The Green Black-capped Fly-catcher. (JZyiodéoctes pusillus.) entire winter, and generally more than half the birds of which 

igi they are composed are Pine Warblers. Of all the thousands of 
this species which spend the colder season in Florida but few re 

This active little species was first observed by Wilson in some main to breed, and by the middle of March the greater portion 
of the Eastern States of North America. It is generally familiar leave for the north. They arrive in New England in early April, 
and unsuspicious, and may be found in great numbers in the and by the 1st of May begin to construct their nests, which are 
bushes or thickets bordering on the streams, actively engaged in commonly placed in a fork of the topmost limb of a pine tree. 
hunting insects. At intervals it utters its song, which consists of They keep close watch of their homes, and when any one chances 
quite an animated warble. ‘It has,” says Audubon, ‘all the to approach them, will chirp loudly ; but although the collector can 
habits of a true Fly-catcher, feeding on small insects, which it thus ascertain when he is in the vicinity of a nest, he will find that 
catches entirely on the wing, snapping its bill with a smart clicking the birds have been careful to place it in such a position that it can 
sound. It frequents the borders of the lakes, and such streams as not be seen from below; therefore it is exceedingly difficult to dis- 

are fringed with low bushes, from which it is seen every moment cover. I have frequently searched a long time for a nest, and then 

sallying forth, pursuing its insect prey for many yards at a time, been obliged to abandon the attempt to find it, although I was con- 
and again throwing itself into its favorite thickets. fident, by the actions of the birds, that it was near.” 

‘©The nest is placed on the extremity of a small horizontal During this season the males have a louder song than when in 
branch, among the thick foliage of dwarf firs, not more than from the south. It consists of several short notes, which commence 

three to five feet from the ground, and in the center of the thickets low, but increase in volume and end abruptly. After leaving the 

of those trees so common in Labrador. The materials of which nests, the young follow their parents, and are thus found in small 

it is composed are bits of dry moss and delicate pine twigs, agglu- companies until after the molt, which takes place in August; 
tinated together and to the branches or leaves around it, and be- then several families will come together, and the flocks thus 
neath which it is suspended, with a lining of extremely fine and formed will increase in size until the rst of October, when the 

transparent fibers. The greatest diameter does not exceed three Pine Warblers depart for the south, arriving in Florida about the 
and a half inches, and the depth is not more than one and a half, middle of November. The length of this species is five and a 

The eggs are four, dull white, sprinkled with reddish and brown half inches, and the extent eight and three-quarter inches. 
dots toward the large end, where the marks form the circle, leav- 

ing the extremity plain. . ., . They raise only one brood in 

the season. The young males show their black cap as soon as The Blue Golden-winged Warbler. (//e/minthophaga chrysoptera.) 
they are fully fledged, and before their departure for the south.” Fig. 3. 

‘¢The female,” says Wilson, ‘‘ is without the black crown, hay- 

ing that part of a dull yellow-olive, and is frequently mistaken for This is one of our rare and beautifully marked species of War- 
a distinct species. From her great resemblance, however, in bler. It is usually met with in pairs, and appears to be every- 
other respects, tothe male, . . . she can not hereafter be where uncommon. The higher branches of trees, in the vicinity 
mistaken.” of swampy land, appear to be its favorite hunting places. It may 

The length of this species is four and five-eighths inches, and in be seen seeking its food quite diligently along the branches and 
extent it is six and a half inches. among the twigs, moving by short leaps, and stopping often to



a 
: 

64 W ARBLER--KINGLETS--FLY-CATCHER. 
aie 

utter its drawling note, ‘‘ zee-zee-zee-zee,” or ‘¢ dee-dee-dee-dee.” summer it is a rare bird in the Middle States, at which time they 
This song is easily recognized from that of any other Warbler. are to be found at the far north where they breed. It is generally 
In its migrations to the north, it passes through the Middle States accompanied in its migrations by the Titmice or Chickadees, 
in May, and returns in the fall to winter in Central America and Brown Creeper, Nuthatch, and various Warblers. The food of 
Cuba. ‘‘ The nest,” says Maynard, ‘*is composed outwardly of this bird consists of insects and their larvee, especially those that : 
large oak-leaves of the previous year and grape-vine bark, and is so numerously infest the apple and other garden and orchard trees, 
lined, not very smoothly, with fine grass and a few horse-hairs. in search of which it is very active in motion, skipping and per- 
It is large for the size of the bird, quite deep, and slightly smaller ambulating about the various branches, uttering its weak warble. 
at the top than in the middle. . . . The eggs, four in num- It is also said that they feed on flies, which they seize on the wing ; 
ber, . . . were white, spotted and blotched with reddish- small berries, and some kinds of seeds, which they break open by 
brown thickly at the larger end, where in one example the spots pecking with their bill. Late in the winter they may be found, 
formed an irregular wreath, more sparsely elsewhere.” The food mostly among the evergreens, such as the pine, spruce, cedar, 
of this bird consists of small insects and their larve. The length juniper, etc. Whilst fluttering in the air, this bird is often seen 
of this species is five inches, and the extent about seven inches. exposing the golden feathers of its crown, which are opened and 

shut very dexterously. This species is about four inches long, and 
six and a half in extent. 

The Worm-eating Warbler. (Helmitherus vermivorus.) 

Bee The Ruby-crowned Kinglet. (Jeegulus calendula.) 
This is one of our most industrious species of Warblers. It is Fig. 6 

not a very abundant bird, and is distributed more in the warmer 
parts of North America. In New England it is regarded only as This species, in its habits, manners, and general appearance, 
astraggler. Audubon, in describing its habits, says: ‘It is an is very closely related to the preceding, and is usually to be seen, 
inhabitant of the interior of the forests, and is seldom found on the in the fall, in their company and with the Titmouse; the whole 
borders of roads or in the fields. In spring they move in pairs, forming quite a group, busily and silently gleaning their scanty 
and, during their retrogade marches, in little groups, consisting food, which consists of insects and larve in the woods and orchards. 
each of a family seven or eight in number; on which account I In spring, during their migrations, it is first seen in evergreen 
am inclined to believe that they raise only a single brood in the woods; but later in the season it is usually to be observed among 
year. They are ever amongst the decayed branches of trees or the opening foliage and blossoms of forest and orchard trees, such 
other plants, such as are accidentally broken off by the wind, and as the oak, elm, maple, apple, etc., frequenting the topmost 
are there seen searching for insects or caterpillars. They also re- branches, as well as the lower ones, remaining on a cluster of 
sort to the ground, and turn over the dried leaves in quest of the twigs until it is completely cleared of insects. It is not a shy bird, 
same kind of food. They are unsuspecting, and will suffer a but, on the contrary, will permit one to approach very near to it. 
person to approach within a few paces. When disturbed, they fly On bright days in spring, this bird may be heard uttering a very 
off to some place where withered leaves are seen. They have only beautiful and pleasing warble. It also has a queer call-note, which 
a few weak notes, which do not deserve the name of song. Their frequently precedes the warble. 
industry, however, atones for this defect, as they are seen contin- The Ruby-crown makes his winter-quarters in the Southern 
ually moving about, nestling among the leaves, and scarcely ever States and along our southern border and in Mexico. In summer 
removing from one situation to another, until after they have made they retire to the north, Canada, Labrador, etc., to breed. This 
a full inspection of the part in which they have been employed.” species is about four inches long, and six inches in extent. 

The American Naturalist contains an article by Mr. T. H. Jack- 
son, describing the nest and eggs of this bird as follows: 

«Tt was placed in a hollow on the ground, much like the nest The Canadian Fly-catcher. (AZycodéoctes canadensis.) 
of the Oven bird (Securus aurocapillus), and was hidden from : 
sight by the dry leaves that lay thickly around. The nest was me 
composed externally of dead leaves, mostly those of the beech, This beautiful species may be found abundantly in the wood- 
while the interior was prettily lined with the fine thread-like stalks lands of the eastern United States and Canada, where it may be 
of the hair-moss (folytrichium). Altogether, it was a very neat met with through the entire summer. It usually arrives in the 
structure, and looked to me as if the owner was habitually a Middle and Western States from the south about the 1st of May, 
ground-nester. . . . So close did the female sit that I cap- and again in autumn from the north, when it breeds. This bird 
tured her without difficulty by placing my hat over the nest.” is chiefly to be met with near the mountains, busily engaged in 

Mr. J. H. Batty discovered a nest of this species containing darting after and feeding on small insects, which it catches entirely 
eggs, on the eastern slope of the Orange Mountains, in New Jer- on the wing, snapping its bill with a smart clicking sound. It 
sey. ‘The eggs,” he says, ‘‘ are four in number, spotted and also frequents the borders of the lakes and streams bordered with 
dotted, most thickly at the large end, with reddish-brown, and bushes, from which it may be observed to sally forth, pursuing its 
measuring 0.73 by 0.56.” The length of this species is five and a insect prey for some distance, and again returning to its favorite 
quarter inches, and the extent about eight inches. resorts. Its flight is rapid, and the movements and actions those 

of the true Fly-catchers. ‘Its note,” says Samuels, ‘‘is a shrill 
weechy, wéechy, which is uttered at short intervals by the bird, both 

The Golden-crowned Kinglet. (legulus satrapa.) while on the wing and when perching.” ‘About the first week in 
Fine: June,” says the same author, ‘the nest is built. This is fixed in 

a fork of a low cedar or pine bush, very near the ground, and is 
This is one of our attractive and industrious species. During its constructed of pine leaves, fine roots and grasses, and a few hairs, 

migrations it may be said to be, in most parts of North America, It is loosely put together, and is lined with fine pieces of the same 
acommon bird. It usually arrives in the Middle States from its materials and lichens. The eggs are four in number. They 
winter-quarters in the south as early as March, and may be seen are small and abruptly pointed; of a grayish-white color, with 
again in the fall more numerous than in the spring, and when the a slight roseate tint, and are marked with spots and fine blotches 
winter is a mild one they are met with as late as December. In of lilac and brown, usually thickest nearer the larger end.” In
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the female, the black on the forehead and along the throat is indis- 
tinct. The length of this bird is four inches and a half, and in 
extent seven and three-quarter inches. The Tennessee Warbler. (Helminthophaga peregrina.) 

Fig. 10. 

The Blue-winged Yellow Warbler. (Helminthophaga pinus.) This may be considered another rare species of Warbler, and 
Fig. 8. the appearance of its coloring may be said to be plain. It was 

This species and the prothonotary Warbler bear a very close first discovered by Wilson on the banks of the Cumberland river, 
resemblance in their colors, and are very often mistaken for each an thes Slate (of Tennessee. It was actively engaged hunting 
other. Wilson says: ‘It comes to us early in May from the among the opening leaves in spring. “The Tennessee Warbler,” 
south ; haunts thickets and shrubberies, searching the branches for says Cones, “appears to be rather rare in the Eastern United 
insects; is fond of visiting gardens, orchards, and willow trees, States, but more plentiful along its line of migration in the interior. 

of gleaning among blossoms and currant bushes, and is frequently U observed att inte teat munibers 17 Minnesota and Eastern Dakota, 
found in very sequestered woods, where it generally builds its late in May and early in June, where it was moving along the 
nest. This is fixed in a thick bunch or tussock of long grass, Red River of the North. Standing in the heavy timber, near the 

sometimes sheltered by a brier bush. It is built in the form of an bank of the river, I easily procured a dozen specimens in an hour, 
inverted cone or funnel—the bottom thickly bedded with dry beech without moving from my tracks, as the birds. came fluttering past 
leaves, the sides formed of the dry bark of strong weeds, lined in the tree-tops, almost in a continuous band, associated with sev- 
within with fine dry grass. These materials are not placed in the eral other Warblers and with small Fly-catchers. They were ex- 

usual manner, circularly, but shelving downward on all sides from tremely BOS skipping through the foliage and fluttering through 
the top; the mouth being wide, the bottom very narrow, filled with the air, pursuing their insect prey, and uttering a sharp screeching 

leaves, and the eggs or young occupying the middle. The female note.” The nest of this species consists of fine dried grass-stems, 
“lays five eggs, pure white, with a few very faint dots of reddish loosely interwoven together. ‘The length of this Warbler is four 

near the great end. The young appear the first week in June.” and three-quarter inches, and in extent it is eight inches. 

This bird will permit one to approach very near, so that good ob- 

ne eens keg IS Bet anele | oe baal ee The Golden Warbler, Blue-eyed Yellow Warbler, Summer Yellow-bird. catching flying insects. ‘The length of this bird is five and a half (Can ee 
inches, and in extent seven and three-quarter inches. 

Fig. 13. 

mos A brilliant and numerous little species of Warbler, that may be 
oe aah May rare CELA EEE) met with throughout the whole of North America, and, during the 

HIg9- winter season, through Mexico, Central America, and into South 
This is a beautiful little species of Warbler, and in most parts America. 

of North America it is uncommon. It is to be met with near «The Yellow Warbler,” says Maynard, ‘is one of the most 
swamps, and in the pine, fir, cypress, etc., forests. Maynard, in familiar summer residents in New England, frequenting the or- 
his valuable work, entitled ‘* The Birds of Florida,” says: ‘«Upon chards, gardens, and fence-rows, but is seldom seen in the deep 
visiting the extensive coniferous forests of Northern Maine, in sum- woods. They build their nests in every available situation—some- 
mer, I was much surprised to find these beautiful little Warblers times in a barberry-bush in the open field, on the limb of an apple 
abundant there. They frequented the tops of the huge spruces tree, or among the ornamental shrubbery, beneath the windows of 
and pines, often more than one hundred feet in the air. The birds the farm-house. They are very unsuspicious, and a pair con- 
were ever busy in searching for insects among the thick foliage, structed their domicile last summer in a little plum tree which 

so that it was almost impossible to see one. But the lively and stands within the garden, within five feet of an arbor, in which I 
varied songs of the males, which came floating downward through kept two tame White Herons. These fine birds attracted many 
the perfumed air, and mingled with other harmonious sounds, visitors, who constantly passed under the nest, which was only 
which are constantly heard in these sylvan retreats during the about seven feet from the ground, yet the female Yellow-bird would 
pleasant June weather, informed us of their presence, even sit upon her eggs with the utmost composure all the time, and suc- 

though we could not see the author of the melodious strains. ceeded in rearing a fine brood of young. These Warblers breed 

The Cape May Warblers doubtless breed in the tops of these during the first week in June, and the song of their males is ut- 

densely foliaged trees, for we shot several females which bore tered constantly at this season. It is loud, clear, and divided into 

signs of incubation. . . . They were very abundant at Key two parts, the first of which consists of three or four quick chirps. 

West in November, frequenting the gardens near the houses, where The latter portion is more continuous, but is somewhat varied. The 

they were searching among the tropical trees and shrubs for in- force with which these notes are delivered causes the little perform- 

sects. The birds were very unsuspicious, often clinging to er’s body to quiver all over, quite to the end of the tail. While 

branches which overhung the sidewalks, within a few feet of pas- singing, the head is raised, the bird ceases its search for insects for 

sengers. They appeared to prefer the inhabited portion of the a moment, and gives its entire attention to the song, then will 

Key, for I rarely found them in the wooded districts. ‘The majority pursue its avocations. Thus these little birds are constantly pour- 
left the island before the rst of December, but a few remained all ing forth their lays at intervals through the day, and continue to 
winter. They are common, however, throughout the state in the warble until late in the summer.” 

spring, and may be found in almost any hummock in company Nuttall says: ‘‘This is a very lively, unsuspicious, and almost 

with other Warblers.” familiar little bird, and its bright golden color renders it very con- 

A peculiar feature of this species is the construction of its bill, spicuous, as in pursuit of flitting insects it flies and darts among 

which is curved downward. The tongue is also singular, being the blooming shrubs and orchards. It is particularly attached to 

more deeply cleft than is usually noticed in Warblers. This species willow trees and other kinds in moist and shady situations, that 

winters in Key West and the West Indies, and breeds in Jamaica afford this and other species a variety of small larve and caterpil- 

and in the more northern sections of the United States. Its length lars, on which they delight to feed. While incessantly and busily 

is five and one-half inches, and in extent it is eight and three- employed, it occasionally mounts the twig, and with a loud, shrill, 

quarter inches. and almost piercing voice, it earnestly utters, at short and irregular
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intervals, ’tsh’, ’tsh’, ’tsh’, ’tsh’, ’tshaia, or ¢she, tshe, tsh, tshayda, mosses. Within, the nest is warmly and softly lined with down | 

tshe, tshe,—this last phrase rather plaintive and interrogatory, as and feathers.” oe 2 : fre 
if expecting the recognition of its mate. The Summer Yellow- The length of this species is five inches, and its extent is eight 
bird, to attract attention from its nest, when sitting, or when the inches. 
nest contains young, sometimes feigns lameness, hanging its tail | 

and head, and fluttering feebly along in the path of the spectator. 
At other times, when certain that the intrusion had proved harm- 

less, the bird would only go off a few feet, utter a feeble complaint, PLATE XLVIII. 5 

or remain wholly silent, and almost instantly resume her seat.” A , 

The length of this species is five inches, and its extent about ET hs Shar peta ed in ee ace 
seven inches. Fig. 1. 

This species is mostly confined to the neighborhood of the salt- 
The Palm, or Yellow Red-poll Warbler. (Dendrocca palmarum. marshes on the coast, and during the breeding-season, is seldom to 

be met with more than a few miles from such localities. It is a 

Fig. 12. peculiar species of North American bird. In its habits, it resem- 

Late authorities agree that the Palm Warbler is an abundant eo ieee UE Be “ whieh Wey a a 
; : : : : inhabits the low, rush-covered sea islands along our Atlantic 

species, and may be seen in good numbers during winter in the conse: WHEE TERRIER [hae dnualiy onan 

South. ‘It passes rapidly,” says Coues, ‘‘ through the Middle 7 p Pe 2 ping aanost Cou ae y 
. . : G the boundaries of tide-water, except when long and violent east 

and Western States early in the spring, sometimes reaching the a fies i ienetd 1 Ge te eee 

Connecticut valley before the snow is gone, and returns more leis- So Oey Bron eee eeeam ee E 4 

urely in autumn, lingering late by the way. It is found in New Bs eee er se courecS oe ee sak 

England through October, and has even been seen in Massachu- ES a fakes ag ee ees wees pO aaa ee 
setts in November. Its habits are somewhat peculiar, some of a rapidity equaled only by the nimblest of our Sand-pipers, “ 

them, such as the continual jetting of the tail and fondness for the ey ee eee Hines Etats - oS ie : = 
ground, recalling the Secwr7 rather than a bird of its own genus. ground, and rons about: after dusk”) The tood: of tus ae 
Unlike most Warblers, it is rarely, if ever, found in high thick consists chiefly of small shell-fish and fragments (of uo eee 
woods, being partial to coppices, hedge-rows, straggling shrub- crabs. The nest is usually built the latter part of . in a 

bery, and especially old waste fields, where it delights to ramble tussock of grass Shove ee conetuClee exer 
and flutter in company with Yellow-rumps and various kinds of nally of coarse grasses strongly woven together,and lined with finer 

Sparrows. It keeps much on the ground, running among the weeds Bias and Bea Weed: uns coos aS aa tose BARES _ 
and stubble, and even on the open dust of the wayside, with a pe- of a! bluish-white icolor, apminlkled over with Ges pumps anu 
culiar tremulousness, something like that of the Titlark. Its song, dots ; these dots Bee eee aeen the greater end. The 
if it have one, I have never heard. Its only note, with us, is a length of this species is five and a quarter inches, and about seven 

slight ‘¢s¢p,’ indistinguishable from that of several of its allies. inches broad. 

This is corroborated by Dr. Brewer, as I learn from an early proof- 

sheet of his work. He says: ‘They have no other song than a The Canadian, or Tree Sparrow. (Sfizel/a monticola.) 

few simple and feeble notes, so thin and weak that they might wig a ; 
almost be mistaken for the sounds made by the common grass- 
hopper.’” In its habitat, this species may be said to take in all portions 

Maynard says: ‘‘The constant watchfulness of these birds, of North America. West of the Rocky Mountains, and in the 

which is exhibited by every movement, is necessary for their ex- United States, it is only occasionally met with. Eastward it is 
istence, for they usually inhabit open places, where they are in very abundant, and in great numbers makes its winter-quarters 
constant danger from the attacks of enemies. At Key West, this in the Middle States, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, and 
vigilance frequently saved their lives, for a Sparrow, Pigeon, or sometimes reaches as far as the Carolinas. It is a very hardy 
Broad-winged Hawk would often come sweeping over them, and, bird, and is evidently suited to a cold climate, as it is often found 
without a moment’s warning, would dart like a flash at a Warbler; to winter in New England and the Canadas. Its breeding-range 
but such forays almost always proved unsuccessful; for, although extends from Labrador to Maine. Its nest is placed on trees, 
the swoop of the Hawk was so rapid that the eye could scarcely bushes, or the ground, and is formed externally of mud and dry 
follow its movements, yet the Red-poll was on the alert, and, ut- grass, and lined with soft hair or down. According to Coues: 
tering a shrill chirp of alarm, would instantly shoot into the nearest «The eggs are much like that of the Song Sparrow, being pale- 
prickly pear or mass of tangled vines, where it was safe from the bluish, speckled and blotched with different shades of reddish- 
pursuer.” The same good authority also says: ‘* They are seldom brown. It measures about three-fourths of an inch long by three- 
quiet for an instant; for, when perching, they are ever turning fifths in breadth.” 
their little heads right and left, while their bright eyes are carefully The same author also says, in narrating his observations of this 
scanning everything far or near. Their tails are also constantly species, at Fort Randall: 
moving up and down. This lattter peculiarity at once distinguishes ‘All the undergrowth of the river-bottom was full of them, in 
the Yellow Red-polls from all other North American Warblers, for troops sometimes numbering hundreds, singing as gaily, it seemed 
none beside have this habit.” to me, as in spring-time. With the colder weather of the follow- 

Its nest-building is described by Dr. Brewer as follows: ing month, so many moved off that I thought none would remain 
«‘The Red-poll usually selects for the site of its nest the edge to endure the rigor of winter, but such proved to be not the case. 

of a swampy thicket, more or less open, placing it invariably upon The remainder simply retreated to the deepest recesses of the 
the ground. They are usually not large, about three and a half shrubbery, where, protected from the biting winds, if not from the 
inches in diameter and two and a half in depth, the diameter and cold, they passed the winter, and to all appearances very comfort- 
depth of the cavity averaging each only half an inch less. The ably. I account for their remaining at this inclement season, by 
walls are compactly and elaborately constructed of an interweav- the profusion of seeds of various kinds that are to be obtained 
ing of various fine materials, chiefly fine, dry grasses, slender during the whole winter; certainly, those that 1 shot were in good 
strips of bark, stems of the smaller plants, hypnum and other condition, and generally had the crop well filled. Their seclusion
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YELLOW-WINGED SPARROW—LARK FINCH—SWAMP SPARROW. Perea On Sle TE ee ee ee 

and quietness at this season is remarkable, and causes them to be 
in a great measure overlooked. On several occasions, when the 
thermometer was far below zero, the river frozen solid for two feet The Lark Finch. (Choudestes grammaca,) 
deep, and snow on the ground, I have unexpectedly come upon Fig. 4. 
little groups of these birds, hiding away close to the ground among 
and under a net-work of vines and rank herbage, close enough to One of the most abundant and typical western prairie-birds. 
collect and retain a mantle of snow. When startled at such times They sing sweetly, and, like the Larks, have the habit of continu- 
they have a low, pleasant chirp as they flutter into sight among ing their notes while on the wing. This beautiful species is not 

the bushes, scattering a little, but only to collect again and seek confined to the Plains, nor is it exclusively terrestrial; it is also 
their snug retreat as soon as left to themselves. Whether rendered Onererey fa Winoune, Broken; Gee Homans 
careless by the cold, or through a natural heedlessness, they are — States ae frequently met with in summer, arriving from 
very tame at such times; they sit unconcernedly on the twigs, it the south in May, and leaving among the earliest of Sparrows in 
may be but a few feet distant, chirping cheerfully, with the plu- autumn, at which Ele they are often seen gathered together in 

mage all loosened and puffy, making very pretty ‘«roly-poly” small troops, rambling in the grass near bushes or small trees. 
looking objects. There is a particular kind of plant here, the In case of an alarm they resort to the bushes like other Sparrows. 

seeds of which endure all winter, furnishing a favorite repast. In In the latter part of May or first of June they construct their nest, 
a clump of these tall weeds dozens of the birds may be seen to- which is usually located on the ground, and is constructed of 

gether, busily feeding. Some, more energetic, spring up and grasses and weeds. | «The eggs of this species,” says Coues, 
cling to the swaying panicles, picking away, while others gather “ are very peculiar in coloration, being white, curiously streaked 

about the stem, getting a good dinner, without trouble, off the in zigzag, much like the blackbird’s. The markings are sharp 

seeds that their neighbors above rattle down. At such times the and distinct, and heavy in color—a rich, dark, reddish-brown or 
whole company keep up an animated conversation, expressing chocolate ; sometimes, where the pigment is thickest, being almost 

their satisfaction, no doubt, in their own language; it is more than We lhe Sets paige ee chirping, and not quite singing—a low, soft, continuous chanting, ally accompanied with a few spots of the same color. The egg is 

as pleasing as it is indescribable. The Tree Sparrow is, indeed, noticeably globose, very much rounded at the smaller end, meas- 
one of the sweet-voiced of our Sparrows, and one very fond of uring about 0.75 by 0.65. Other specimens, however, are more 
singing, not only in the spring, but at other seasons; times are elongated, measuring as much as 0.85.” 
hard with it indeed when it can not, on occasion, tune its gentle When the pairing season commences, the males are very pug- 
pipe.” nacious, fighting often on the wing, and the conquering rival re- 

pairing to the nearest bush, tunes his lively pipe in token of suc- 

The Yellow-winged Sparrow. (Coturniculus paperinus.) cess. This species is six and a half inches long, and eight and a 

half broad. 
Fig. 3. 

Asmall species of Sparrow-bird that may be met with in almost The Swamp Sparrow. (AM@elospiza palustris.) 
all sections of the United States in summer, and on the sheltered Fig. 5. 

plains of the sea-coast of New York and New Jersey until the 
very commencement of winter. In the Middle States it is very This is another abundant species of Sparrow-bird. It is rather 

abundant. more seclusive in its habits than the preceding species, which ac- 

In colors this species changes somewhat in the different sections counts for its being less generally observed. Coues says: ‘‘ It is 

of its habitation, of which Mr. Allen relates as follows: ‘‘On not so decidedly gregarious as some of its allies, and is oftener 

comparing Florida specimens with northern ones, the former are found skulking alone through rank herbage and tangled under- 
found to be far more brightly colored than the latter. Between growth than in flocks; still, in the fall, I have found considerable 

northern and southern specimens of the same species greater dif- numbers together, about the edges of reedy swamps, sharing the 
ferences in color are rarely observable than in this, the differences shrubbery with the Song-Sparrows, and the reeds with the species 
being far greater than occur between many conspecific geograph- Ammodromus, between which it forms, in one sense, a connecting 

ical races to which have been awarded specific rank. The differ- link. I have often seen it, though more rarely, in open, wet, grassy 
ence consists in the much brighter and blacker tints of the south- places. During the vernal migrations, at Washington, D. C., I 
ern form. Massachusetts specimens, although lighter than Florida used to look for it in the undergrowth fringing tiny streams flow- 

ones, are still much darker than those from the Plains. According ing through open woods, and rarely failed to find it, if I looked 
to Coues: close enough in the very heart of such recesses, the skirts of which 

‘¢The song of the Yellow-winged Sparrow is a humble effort, were full of white-throated Sparrows and other more conspicuous 

rather weak and wheezy, but quite curious, more resembling the species. I never saw it take a long flight in the open woods; 
noise made by some grasshoppers than the voice of a bird. It is generally it was seen flitting from bush to bush, just over the 
only heard in the breeding-season, when the little performer mounts ground and water, flirting the tail, and uttering its peculiar note. 
a tall mullein in his chosen pasture, or the fence-rail around it, Its chirp is remarkably different from that of any other species, 

settles himself firmly on his legs, and throwing up his head, utters and, with its general reddishness, seems to distinguish it from its 
the chirring notes ad Ibitum. At other seasons he has only a associates.” Nuttall says that, occasionally, mounted on the top 

weak chirp. The bird is very timid, keeping almost always on of a low bush or willow-tree, it chants a few trilling, rather mo- 
the ground, amid the weeds and grass, where he runs like a notonous, minor notes, resembling, in some measure, the song of 

mouse. On being forced up, he starts quickly, with a wayward, the Field Sparrow, and appearing like tw7, tw’ tw’ tw tu tu twe, 
jerky flight, but seldom goes far before pitching into the grass and twe’ twe’ tw tw twe’; uttered in a pleasing and somewhat va- 

again. The nest is placed on the ground, in a field, and resem- ried warble. In New England, they arrive from the Southern 
bles that of other Sparrows that build on the ground. As many States, where they winter, about the middle of April, and take up 

as nine eggs are said to have been found in one nest, but the num- their summer residence in the swamps and marshy meadows, 
ber is usually four or five. They are pure white, speckled with through which often, without flying, they thread their devious way 

rich, clear, reddish-brown, chiefly at the larger end, but sparingly with the same alacrity as the Rail, with whom they are indeed often 

also all over the surface. ‘The egg is usually rather globose—o.75 associated in neighborhood. ‘They uxpress extreme solicitude for 
vy 0.60 for an average instance.” their young, even after they are full-fledged and able to provide
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for themselves. The young also, in their turn, possess uncommon each propelling motion of the wings. It scarcely ever describes 
cunning and agility, running and concealing themselves in the one of those curves without uttering two or three notes while as- 
sedge of the wet meadows. Their robust legs and feet, as well cetiding, such as its European relative uses on similar occasions. 
as long claws, seem purposely provided to accelerate this clinging In this manner its flight is prolonged to considerable distances, 
and running on the uneven ground. The length of this species and it frequently moves in a circling direction before alighting. 
is six inches, and its breadth is eight inches. Their migration is performed during the day. They seldom alight 

on the ground, unless to procure water, in which they wash with 

ee = ee reat liveliness and pleasure; after which they pick up some par- 

The: Chipping ‘Spartow. (S/izella ‘socéalis!) cee of gravel and a So fond of each ike ciate aie 

Fig. 6. they, that a party of them soaring on the wing will alter their course 

With the Song Sparrow, this species is probably the most nur | tee with mich emphasis, "Phe bird prolongs its usal note, with 
merous, common, and familiar bird in the United States; inhabit- out much alteran ae a tHeEpatt roachearerects bea 

ing from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Breeds chiefly in Middle and ae ae : oe S . 

Southern States. Winters in the Southern States and south into = Ree - ie ses fe me pe eS C ele naire: 

Mexico. Itis also very abundant in Cuba. Nuttall says: ‘‘Aware re showing the beauty te 

of the many parasitic enemies of the feathered race which it has Nata says: ‘As the fine weather of spring approaches, they 

to encounter, who prowl incessantly, and particularly in quest of put off their humble winter dress, and the males, now appear- 

its eggs, it approaches almost instinctively the precincts of houses, ing in their temporary golden livery, are heard tuning their lively 
barns, and stables, and frequently ventures into the ‘center of the songs, as it were, in concert—several sitting on the same tree 

noisy and bustling city to seek, in the cultivated court, an asylum sae tl hil: ti baskito and plumine temuel “ 
for its expected progeny. Soon sensible of favor or immunity, it ae eee pee ef ae pate, on i 
often occupies with its nest the thick shrubs of the garden within adie ee They have also the fade of gnkieg antl cee 

ee Seaton: by Ge ede perbapes ing their voices in such a delightful cadence, that their music at 
of a frequented wall, in the low rose-bush, the lilac, or any other times seems to float on the distant breeze aeafeely louder than the 
familiar plant affording any degree of shelter or security, and will, am OP BEES iL then Dreakos cues 4 wate into a encscende 
at times, regularly visit the threshold, the piazza, or farm-yard for Rieheine lik eta fth Cc ae: - ere h 

the crumbs which intention or accident may afford it. On other NURI S TENE eB S008 oe ere ee ee ee 

occasions, the orchard-trees are chosen for its habitation, or in the eee oe ees _ ee ge 2 = as 

lonely woods, an evergreen, cedar, or fir, is selected for the pur- pe ou animes ‘< bee mee Al - pe 
pose. It makes no pretentions to song, but merely chips, in com- querer: they Pgs 8 ee ee oh oe 
plaint, when molested; or mounting the low boughs of some or- WEES? ASH eo me . bear! oF ee Gn he fray, all 

chard-tree or shrub, utters a quickly-articulated ascending ’tsh ’tsh uderag tnad ie ee = Ces 1 — i ae 
'tsh ’tsh’tsh tshe tshe, almost like the jingling of farthings, and a lit- mon whining call: ne = ee - oe a = se: gar ae 
tle resembling the faint warble of the Canary, but without any of its ae) ay Eee —. Sores ae ep wee a 
variety or loudness. This note, such as it is, is continued often ee be. They have also 2 comes . See ee 

for half an hour at a time, but is little louder than the chirping of uttered ina slender, ‘complaining meets Beeey ‘and oe Ce . 
a chicken, and uttered’ by the male while attending his brooding ee note ae AN ey eae = pe whee 
mate. For many weeks through the summer, and during fine pursuing their desultory, waving flight, aoe and falling as they | 

weather, this note is often given, from time to time, in the night, shut or expand oe pene ener iy ae ee | 
like the reverie of a dream. The nest of the Chipping Bird va- dens and domestic premises in the latter end of summer and au- . 

ries sometimes considerably in its materials and composition. The poe collecting oily seeds of various kinds, and shelling them 

external layer, seldom so thick but that it may be readily seen with Breet address and familiarity if we hanging 

through, is composed of dry stalks of withered grass, and lined and moNe ae Se downward, 10 nts SE areas 
more or less with horse or cow-hair. The eggs are four or five, while thus busily and craftily employed. _They have, like the true : 
of a bright though not deep greenish-blue color, with a few spots Goldfinch, a particular fondness for thistle-seeds, and those of = 

of dark and lighter brown, chiefly disposed at the greater end. other compound flowers, Soe oe own in clouds around 

They are usually narrowed considerably at the small end, though them, and at wns Gane feeding very, eu DUyeard intently. Nor 
occasionally they are almost oblong. The cuckoo destroys many are they very easily disturbed while thus engaged in the useful ; 

eggs of this timid, harmless, and sociable little bird, as their nests labor of destroying the Eee of these nose weeds. They do 

are readily discovered, and numerous. On such occasions, the SOD damage occasionally ans Bardens by th inandischmu tals de- 

little sufferer expresses great and unusual anxiety for the security Sruchon Of leliucesand Hekate, ad ae seretore (lle diss 

of her little charge; and after being repeatedly robbed, the female liked by gardeners ; a ies usefulness s oer respects far 

sits closely sometimes upon perhaps only two eggs, desirous at any pe eee a aoe pe — Dee oO tet loft 

rate to escape, if possible, with some of her little offspring. They NER aca = = oD ee a : a e ns y 
raise two or more broods in the season. ‘The species is about five bunhes vee ie SUG BEAD ofa eb teee eo ous coe ncee 4 hey ; 
inches long, and eight inches broad. are made of strips of bass, hemlock bark, and root fibers, with a 

filling at times of withered downy stalks of apple-tree leaves, 

old oak catkins, and other softish rubbish; then bedded and 

American Goldfinch.—Thistle-bird.—Yellow-bird. (Chrysomitris tristds.) lined within with thistle-down, the pappus of the buttonwood, or ‘ 
sometimes cow-hair, and fine bent grass. 

SUE This bird belongs to a group famous for their docility and apti- 

There is quite a resemblance between this species and the tude to instruction to perform a variety of tricks. Audubon relates / 

Canary, and many persons have attempted to pair them together, that they are often caught in trap-cages; and that he knew one, { 
but it has generally proven unsuccessful. The flight, and manners which had undergone severe training, draw water for its drink 

during it, are described by Audubon with minuteness. It is ex- from a glass, by means of a little chain fastened to a soft, leathern ’ 
actly similar to the European bird of the same name, being per- belt round its body, and another, equally light, fastened to a little 

formed in deep curved lines, alternately rising and falling, after bucket, which was kept by its weight in the water. It was also
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RED-POLL LINNET—PURPLE FINCH—SAVANNA SPARROW-—PINE FINCH. 69 a ee eee 
obliged to supply itself with food, by being obliged to draw toward They now frequent the elm-trees, feeding on the slender but sweet 
its bill a little chariot filled with seeds. The length of this species covering of the flowers; and, as soon as the cherries put out their 
is five inches, and its breadth eight inches. blossoms, feed almost exclusively on the stamina of the flowers. 

(See page 84 for Fig. 8.) Afterward the apple-blossoms are attacked in the same manner; 
and their depredations on these continue till they disappear, which 

The Red-poll Linnet. (2igiothus linarius.) is usually about the roth or middle of May. . . . About 
: the middle of September, I found these birds numerous on Long 

HIE: Island, and around Newark, in New Jersey. They fly at a con- 
The habitat of this species ranges from the Atlantic to the Pa- siderable height in the air; and their note is a single chirp, like 

cific, and in winter to the South in flocks, at which season it is | that of the Rice-bird. They possess great boldness of spirit, 
also met with in the Middle and Western States. According to and when caught, bite violently, and hang by the bill from your 
Richardson, this is one among the few hardy and permanent resi- hand, striking with great fury; but they are soon reconciled to 
dents in the fur countries, where it may be seen in the coldest confinement, and in a day or two are quite at home. I have kept 
weather, on the banks of the lakes and rivers, hopping among a pair of these birds upward of nine months to observe their man- 

the reeds and canes, or clinging to their stalks. They are nu- ners. One was caught in a trap, the other was winged with the 
merous throughout the year, even in the most northern districts, gun. Both are as familiar as if brought up from the nest by the 
and from the rarity of their migrations into the United States, it hand, and seem to prefer hempseed and cherry-blossoms to all 
is obvious that they are influenced by no ordinary causes to évacu- other kinds of food. Both male and female, though not crested, 
ate the regions in which they are bred. Famine, in all proba- are almost constantly in the habit of erecting the feathers of the 

bility, or the scarcity of food, urges them to advance toward the crown. They appear to be of a tyrannical and domineering dispo- 
south. It is certain that they do not forsake their natal regions to sition; for they nearly killed an Indigo-bird, and two or three 
seek shelter from the cold. A similar species is at home through- others that were occasionally placed with them, driving them 
out Europe. into a corner of the cage, standing on them, and tearing out their 

When in a wild state, elder-berries are its favorite food, though feathers, striking them on the head, munching their wings, etc., 
it also eats linseed, rape-seed, etc., moistening all its food in its till obliged to interfere ; and, even if called to, the aggressor would 
crop before subjecting it to the process of digestion. Wilson says: only turn up a malicious eye for a moment, and renew his outrage 
««They seem particularly fond of the seeds of the common elder, as before. They are a hardy, vigorous bird.” 
and hang, head downward, while feeding, in the manner of the Within late years there seems to be a greater increase of this 

Yellow-bird. They seem extremely unsuspicious at such times, species, and it is now considered a common bird, particularly in 
and will allow a very near approach without betraying any symp- spring and fall. The nest is usually built in a pine or cedar tree, 
toms of alarm.” ‘After being shot at,” says Nuttall, «they only and is sometimes thirty or even forty feet from the ground—oftener 
pass on to the next tree, and resume their feeding as before. about fifteen or twenty. It consists of fine roots and grasses, and 

They have a quailing call perfectly similar with that of the Yellow- is lined with horse-hair, mosses, and hogs’ bristles. The eggs are 
bird, éwée ¢wée, or ¢she-vée; and when crowded together in flight, of a bluish-green color, and marked with spots and streaks of 
make a confused chirping ‘¢zw7t twit "twit twit twit, with a rat- black. Two broods are often reared in the season. This species 

sling noise, and sometimes go off with a simultaneous twitter.” is six inches long, and in extent it is nine inches. 
This species is commended mostly on account of the beauty of its 

plumage. ‘It may, however, be taught,” says Bechstein, “to SS 
draw up its own water, and perform other similar feats, as well 

as to eat out of its master’s hand.” It is a very affectionate bird, 

constantly caressing not only its own mate, but even Linnets, PLATE XLIX. 
Goldfinches, Siskins, and Canaries, if confined in the same cage. The Savanna Sparrow. (Passerculus savanna.) 
It seems, therefore, not improbable that it might be induced to pair 

with some, if not all of these. ‘‘The nest,” says Selby, ‘is Fig. 1. 

built in a bush or low tree, such ae willow, elder, or hazel, of In colors, this bird has a close general likeness to other species 
MOSS and the stalks of dry Erase, intermixed with down from the of the family of Finches—a fact which renders it absolutely nec- 
catkin of the willow, which also forms the lining, and renders it a essary to represent all the different species, so that they may be- 
particularly soft and warm receptacle for the eggs and young. come'more familiar: 
The eggs are four or five in number 5 their color, pale bluish- It may safely be said to be abundant in all parts of North 

Brena epoited mo rane Spr OW Os pencipally foward the larger America—in the fields, on the plains, and by the waysides. In 
end. This species is five inches and a quarter long, and eight winter, it is mostly met with along the seashore, near the low 
inches and a half broad. countries on the Atlantic coast, where the seeds and insects they 

feed on are most abundant. Its nest is made in the grass, and is 

s composed of fine grasses and roots, neatly interwoven. They 
The Purple Finch. (Carpodacus purpureus.) usually lay four eggs, grayish-white or pale greenish, and are 

Fig. 10. slightly spotted. Their mating song is simple and melodious, 

‘ resembling the syllables ’chewze, ’chewitt, ’chewitt, ’chewé-et, 
This is a fine-looking bird, and it has a beautiful warbling song. ‘chewée. It also has a quite faint, yet shrill, chirp, somewhat 

But in consequence of its bad habit of cutting off and eating the similar to the chirpings of a cricket. This species is four and a 
buds and blossoms of fruit-trees, it is much disliked by the farmers half inches long, and eight and a half broad. 

and fruit-growers. Of its habits, Wilson says: ‘‘ This is a winter 

bird of passage, coming to us in large flocks from the north in 
September and October; great numbers remaining with us in The Pine Finch. (Chrysomitris pinus.) 

Pennsylvania during the whole winter, feeding on the seeds of Fig. 2. 

the poplar, buttonwond, juniper, cedar, and on those of many 

rank weeds that flourish in rich boitoms and along the margin of Although this species, as its name implies, is mostly found in- 

creeks. When the season is very severe, they proceed to the habiting the groves and pine forests, it may also be seen frequent- 

South, as far at least as Georgia, returning north early in April. ing the shady, sheltered borders of creeks and rivulets. Where-



70 FIELD SPARROW-—SEA-SIDE FINCH—YELLOW-THROATED VIREO. 
a 

ever the pine trees are, these birds may be met with in flocks from 

fifteen to thirty. It is generally distributed over North America, The Sea-side Finch. (Ammodromus maritimus.) 

and is chiefly a winter visitor to the United States. It is difficult j 

to define its exact limits, which are dependent on the weather and Fig. 4. 

scarcity of food. At uncommon times it will make its appearance : S : oes i 
in places where it had before never been seen. According to Nut- : This SPECics confines its habitation almost entirely to the sea- 
tall: «They are by no means shy, and permit a near approach side, moving for inland situations only after violent easterly storms 
without taking alarm, often fluttering among the branches in which have taken place. It is seldom found more than about ten miles 
they feed, hanging sometimes by the cones, and uttering notes inland from its favorite retreats. When the high tides, says Wil- 

very similar to those of the American Goldfinch. They hang upon son, compel it to seek the shore, tt couteee along the margin, and 
the twigs with great tenacity, and move about, while feeding, in re- oeoe the holes and interstices of the weeds and sea-wrack, 
versed postures, like the Chickadees. After being shot at, they with a rapidity equaled only by the nimblest of ouy Sand-pipers, 
only pass on to the next tree, and resume their feeding, as before. and very much in the same manner. At these times, also, it roosts 
They have a quailing call of twee, twei, or, tshe-vee; and, when on the ground, and runs about after dusk. _ Nuttall says: «It de- 
crowding together in flight, make a confused chirping—‘wit, rives its whole subsistence from the margin of the ocean, and its 

‘itwit, "twit, "twit, ’twit—with a rattling noise, and sometimes go flesh peeved imbued with the rank or fishy poate be expected 
off with a simultaneous twitter. Occasionally they descend from from the nature of its food. At other times it remains amidst the 
their favorite birches, and pick up sunflower seeds and those of | thickest of the Bree and climbs upon the herbage with as 
the various weedy chenopodiums growing in wastes.” much dexterity as it runs on the ground. Its feet and legs, for 

According to Richardson, this is one among the few hardy and this purpose, are robust, as in the Swamp Sparrow.” According 
permanent residents in the fur countries, where it may be seen in to Audubon, they nest on the ground, in the bushy parts of the salt- 
the coldest weather, on the banks of lakes and rivers, hopping marshes which are elevated above the flow of the tides. This habita- 
among the reeds and canes or clinging to their stalks. They are tion is made of coarse grass, and lined with finer portions of the same. i 

numerous throughout the year, even in the most northern districts ; The eggs are four to six in number, grayish-white, speckled over 
and from the rarity of their migrations into the United States, it with brown. They SPD eae Lea LG broods in the season. In May 
is obvious that they are influenced by no ordinary causes to evac- and June, the Sea-side Finch may be seen almost at all hours, 
uate the regions in which they are bred. Famine, in all probability, perched on the top of some rank weed, near the salt-marsh, singing 
or the scarcity of food, urges them to advance toward the south. with much emphasis the few notes which compose his monotonous 

: It is certain that they do not forsake their natal regions to seek song. When approached, it seeks refuge in the rank ores, by 
shelter from the cold. The nest is composed of pine twigs, and stalks descending down the stalks, or flies off to a distance, flirting its 
of dried grass, intermixed with tufts of wool, and warmly lined wings, and then alighting suddenly, uns off with great nimble- 
with hair and feathers. The eggs of this species are pale-greenish, ness. This species is six and a quarter inches long, and eight and 
varied with numerous reddish spots, disposed at the larger end. a quarter broad. 

y The length of this species is about four inches, and its breadth 

paki laches, The Yeflow-throated Vireo. (Vireo flavifrons.) 

The Field Sparrow. (Spzzella pusilla.) Fig. 5. 

Fig. 3. Nuttall’s account of this species is so full and satisfactory that 
we give it in whole: 

This is one of our small species of Sparrows. It winters in the ‘¢ This species of Vireo, or Warbling Fly-catcher, visits the Middle 
Southern States, where it may be seen in great numbers, and Northern States of the Union about the beginning of May, 
mingling with other species of similar habits, near fences and or as soon as his insect food allows him a means of subsistence. 
straggling bushes, their brown plumage giving them a close re- He resides chiefly in the forests, where he hunts his tiny prey 
semblance to the color of the falling leaves. On the return of spring among the high branches; and, as he shifts from twig to twig in 
they leave their Southern home to disperse in pairs through the the restless pursuit, he often relieves his toil with a somewhat sad 
Northern States to breed. The nest, which is built in May, is anc indolent note, which he repeats, with some variation, at short 
usually made of fine stalks of dried grass and small leaves, and intervals. This song appears like "freea, ’preea, etc., and it 
placed on the ground, under shelter of some small bush or in the sometimes finishes with a complaining call of recognition, *prreaigh, 
bush, and is lined with fine grass and horse-hair. The eggs vary *prreaigh. These syllables rise and fall in different tone as they 
from four to six in number, of a bluish-white ground color, are repeated, but though usually sweet and impressive, are de- 
sprinkled with spots of reddish-brown. They raise two broods livered too slow and solemn to be generally pleasing; in other re- 
in a season, sometimes three. spects, they considerably resemble the song of the Red-eyed 

Samuels says: ‘‘ The male sings during the season of incuba- Warbling Fly-catcher, in whose company it is often heard blend- 
tion, and, indeed, through nearly all the summer. Mounted on ing its deep but languid warble with the loud, energetic notes of 
a low tree or fence-rail, he utters his pleasing, yet plaintive ditty the latter, and their united music, uttered during summer, even 
at early morning and evenings and, in dark and cloudy weather, at noon-day, is rendered peculiarly agreeable, as nearly all the 
through the whole day. The song is a peculiar warble, some- songsters of the grove are now seeking a silent shelter from the 
thing like the syllables ’te-’de, ’de, ’de, ’de, ’de, de, ’d,’d,’d,’d, sultry heat. In the warmest weather, the lay of this bird is in- 
uttered at first low, and rapidly increasing, and then decreasing in deed peculiarly strong and lively; and his usually long-drawn, 
tone to a faint chatter, something like the twitter of the Chipping almost plaintive notes, are now delivered in fine succession, with a 
Sparrow. The food of this species, like most Sparrows, consists peculiar echoing and impressive musical cadence, appearing like 
of insects, seeds, and moth. arly in the fall they leave for the a romantic and tender reverie of delight. The song, now almost 
South, although some are met with in the North during winter, incessant, heard from the roving, sylvan minstrel, is varied in bars 
at which time they become very tame. The length of this species nearly as follows: prea prea preoc, preait preoit prriweet 
is five and a quarter inches, and its breadth is eight inches. preeac, pewai praiou, pruai preeo, praoit, preeo preawit precoo. 

When irritated, he utters a very loud and hoarse mewing, praigh 
praigh. As soon, however, as the warm weather begins to de
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See eee 
cline, and the business of incubation is finished—about the be- On the 22d of June, I heard the male in full song near his 
ginning of August—this sad and slow but interesting musician est, when incubation was going on. His warble was very 
nearly ceases his song, a few feeble, farewell notes only being pleasing, though somewhat monotonous and whimsical. This af- 
heard to the first week in September. fectionate note, often repeated near to his faithful mate while con- 

«This species, like the rest of the genus, constructs a very beau- fined to her nest, was like ’tshippewee-wasay, tshippewee-wee-was- 
tiful pendulous nest, about three inches deep, and two and a half say, sweetly whistled, and with a greater compass of voice and 
in diameter. One, which I now more particularly describe, is loudness than might have been expected from the size of the little 
suspended from the forked twig of an oak, in the near neighbor- vocalist. The song is sometimes changed two or three times in 
hood of a dwelling-house in the country. It is attached firmly all the course of twenty minutes; and I have heard the following 
around the curving twigs by which it is supported; the stoutest phrases: “att tshippewat ’wurr, tshippewat ’wurr; at another 
external materials or skeleton of the fabric are formed of interlaced time, “tshipeway ‘tshi o et tsherr. On another visit, the little per- 
folds of thin strips of red cedar bark, connected very intimately former had changed his song to ’pzp te waigh a tsherra, witha 
by coarse threads, and small masses of the silk of spiders’ nests guttural trill, as usual, at the last syllable. He soon, however, 
and of the cocoons of large moths. These threads are moistened varied his lay to ’wh7p te wot wee, the last syllable but one con- 
by the glutinous saliva of the bird. Among these external mate- siderably lengthened and clearly whistled. Such were the cap- 
rials are also blended fine blades of dry grass. The inside is tious variations of this little quaint and peculiarly earnest musi- 
thickly bedded with this last material and fine root fibers; but the cian, whose notes are probably almost continually varied.” 
finishing layer, as if to preserve elasticity, is of rather coarse grass This bird, like others of its genus, builds its nest in a thicket of 
stalks. Externally, the nest is coated over with green lichen, at- briers or vines, in gardens or fields. It is made of slender twigs, 
tached very artfully by slender strings of caterpillars’ silk, and bark of trees, grasses, pieces of hornets’ nests, fragments of paper, 
the whole afterward tied over by almost invisible threads of the and sometimes newspapers; the interior is composed of slender 

same, so as to appear as if glued on; and the entire fabric now root-fibers. The whole is pencil-shaped, and suspended by the 
resembles an accidental knot of the tree grown over with moss. upper edge. The eggs number four or five, marked at the larger 
The eggs, about four, are white, with a few deep ink-colored end with a few small spots of blackish-brown. When the nest is 
spots of two shades, a very little larger than those on the eggs of approached, this bird descends within a few feet of the intruder, 
the Red-eyed Vireo, and chiefly disposed toward the larger end.” and becomes very loud and earnest in its demonstrations. Its food, 

The food of this species during summer is insects, but toward so like all Vireos, consists of insects and various kinds of berries: 
autumn they and their young feed also on various small berries. This species is five inches long, and eight inches broad. 
About the middle of September, the whole move off and leave the 
United States, probably to winter in tropical America. 
i This species is five and one-half inches long, and nine inches “The Red-eyed Vireo. (Vrep ofévacens,) 
road. 

Fig. 8. 
The Blue-headed or Solitary Vireo. (Vireo solitarius.) 

This is one of our most numerous and popular birds. Its mi- 
; Fig. 6. grations extend over most every part of the American continent, 

: vibe : , from Labrador to the large tropical islands of Jamaica, St. Do- 
The habits and characteristics of this species—one of the rarest mingo, and the mild table-lands of Mexico. It arrives in the Mid- 

of the genus—are similar to the preceding. On the nidification dle States, from the warmer regions where it winters, the latter part 
of this species, Mr. Thomas G. Gentry, in a paper to the Phila- of April. It is mostly to be seen in woodlands, or tall shade-trees 
delphia Academy, says: a I have five nests of this SPECIES) four near gardens, and in the apple-trees near the farm-houses. From ’ 
of which are perfectly similar ate So ec) the remaining: eae its arrival, until the middle of summer, it is one of the most de- 

formed of culms of a species of a7ra, constituting an exceptional termined songsters of the forests. When most all the song-birds 
case, and the only one that has ever fallen under my notice. They have become silent, its notes may yet be heard with unabated 
are all shallow, loose in texture, scarcely surviving the season for vigor. ‘ When our Vireo,” says Nuttall, « sings slow enough to 

which they were designed, and placed between two twigs of a be distinctly heard, the following sweetly warbled phrases, vari- 

cedar or a maple tree, ee a considerable elevation from the ground, ously transposed and toned, may often be caught by the attentive 
ona branch nearly horizontal to the main axis. They are built listener: ‘tshooe pewee peeai musik du ’du ’du ’tshoove *here 
entirely of clusters of male flowers of Quercus palustris, which, here here here Ring ritshard ’pshegru ’tsheevon tshuvee pecait 

having performed their allotted function, don their brownish hue *perot; the whole delivered almost without any sensible interval, 
et the very period when they can be utilized.” This species is five with earnest animation, in a pathetic, tender, and pleasing 

inches long, and eight inches broad. strain, well calculated to produce calm and thoughtful reflection 

in the sensitive mind. Yet, while this heavenly reverie strikes on 
Fe A . the human ear with such peculiar effect, the humble musician 

i The White-eyed Vireo. (Vireo noveboracensis.) himself seems but little concerned; for all the while, perhaps, 
Fig. 7- that this flowing chorus enchants the hearer, he is casually hop- 

ping from spray to spray in quest of his active or crawling prey, 

This neat and interesting little bird appears to have a more gen- and if a cessation occurs in his almost untiring lay, it is occasioned 

eral distribution than it has been credited with. It is very numer- by the caterpillar or fly he has just fortunately captured. So un- 
ously to be met with in the Middle States, from the latter part of affected are these delightful efforts of instinct, and so unconscious 

March to October. It is very active in its movements, and is is the performer, apparently, of this pleasing faculty bestowed 
mostly found in low thickets and swamps, seldom in the forests. upon him by nature, that he may truly be considered as a messen- 
It winters in the Gulf States and southward. This species, at ger of harmony to man alone. Wantonly to destroy these delight- : 

times, avoids certain districts within its general range of migra- ful aids to sentimental happiness, ought therefore to be viewed not 

tion. Its active manners, loud and cheering notes, make it a only as an act of barbarity, but almost as a sacrilege!” 

noted bird. Nuttall says: ‘‘I first heard its voice in the low In May, this species builds a small, neat, pensile nest, and is 

thickets of West Florida. His ditty was now simply—ss’¢ (with a hung from the fork of a small limb of a tree, about twelve feet 

whistle) wa witte witte we wa (the first part very quick). . . . from the ground. The eggs usually are four in number, pure
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white in color, marked on the round end with a few small dots of bears deep impressions of the boughs. The female sets very 
reddish or brown. This bird is five and a half inches long, and closely ; one I almost covered with my hand before she fluttered off, 
seven and a quarter broad. although I stood for several moments within a yard of her. On 

being frightened away, she retreats but a little distance, and flies 

from one twig to another, uttering a mournful note. The nest is a 

The Warbling Vireo. (Vireo gilvus.) neat little structure; if it were only stuccoed with lichens, it would 

: be as elegant as that of a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, which it scarcely 
Fig. 9- exceeds in size. The basis of the nest is a substantial intertwining 

Throughout the most of the United States, this species is gen- of fine fibrous inner-bark, and the decomposing outer substance 
erally to be seen in the thick and leafy branches of our tallest trees, of various weeds. With this is matted a great quantity of soft 

in search of food. It is seldom seen in the deep forests. The plant-down, making a soft yet firm and warm fabric. The interior 

tall trees along our streets and lanes, secured from his dreaded is finished variously with a special lining of plant-down, confined 
enemies, afford this exquisite songster ample safety to cheer the with a slight layer of horse-hair or the finest Possible grass-tops. | 

inmates of the houses and cottages. ‘* Its voice is not strong, and The brim of the ese firm and every wita a circular atrangement 
many birds excel it in brilliancy of execution; but not one of them of the fibers; inside, the lining is simply interlaced. In size, these 

all can rival the tenderness and softness of the liquid strains of this elegant structures vary a good deal; the smallest one before me 
modest vocalist. Not born to ‘waste its sweetness on the desert is under two inches and a half across outside, and less than two 

air,’ the Warbling Vireo forsakes the depths of the woodland for deep; another, which was let down very deeply in a narrow ; 
the park and orchard and shady street, where it glides through crotch, fe nearly three inches, both an depth and width, and = 

2 the foliage of the tallest trees, the unseen messenger of rest and quite unsymmetrical. The cavity is quite large for the outside 

peace to the busy, dusty haunts of men.”—Coues. dimensions, in some instances the walls being barely coherent 
The nest, which is usually built in tall trees, is composed of along the track of the supporting twigs; it is not, or but little, ; 

grass, leaves, and strips of grape-vine bark. The eggs, usually contracted at the brim, and is about as deep as wide. 
four, are white, thinly spotted with reddish-black at the larger The eae a ane generally four in number, sometimes only three; 
end. This bird is five and a quarter inches long and eight inches I did not find five in any one of the six nests collected. One con- 

broad. tained a Cow-bird’s egg. The eggs are pure white, unmarked. 

They vary much in size and shape. Out of twenty examples, a 

te one m res 0.68 by 0.52; a small globular one 
The Least Flycatcher. (Zmpidonax minimus.) ee 2 : peace a c . oe Cone 8 2 

Fig. 10. 

It is singular that a bird so abundant as this is in the Eastern age ace 
United States should have been overlooked by Wilson and Audu- 
bon, or, what is more probable, confounded with F. acadicus. 

Nuttall was perfectly familiar with it, though he thought it was the PLATE. 

Acadian Flycatcher. It is very common in the Middle States Ae . 

during the migrations. At Washington, D. C., it usually arrives ihe ,Olive:sided: Elycatoher, -<( Gita shee 

the last week in April, and is seen for about two weeks only; it Fig. 1 
returns the last of August, and loiters through most of September. 
It breeds abundantly in most parts of New England; in Massa- The very general dispersion of this species in North America 
chusetts, Mr. Allen found it as numerous as all the other Am7- only gradually become apparent. It was discovered by Sir John 
donaces put together. Some individuals press on into the Hud- Richardson on the Saskatchewan, at Cumberland House, in lati- 
son’s Bay country, and in the West its extension is much greater tude 54°, and described in 1831 by Mr. Swainson, as above cited. 
than that of typical tradi or flaviventris, particularly along the It was rediscovered by Mr. Nuttall, a specimen being obtained 
Missouri itself, and the Red river, where the wooded river- near Cambridge, Massachusetts, in June, 1830. This gentleman 

bottoms afford it congenial shelter. Like others of the genus, it obtained several others in the same vicinity, and described its 

penetrates to Central and Northern South America in winter, and notes and manners accurately. The nest, he states, was on ‘‘ the 

it is also quoted from portions of Mexico. horizontal branch of a tall cedar-tree, forty or fifty feet from the 
It is not ordinarily found in gloomy woods, like Z. acadicus, ground. It was formed much in the manner of the Kingbird’s, 

nor even in heavy timber of any kind; it prefers the skirts of externally made of interlaced dead twigs of the cedar, internally 

woods, coppices, and even hedge-rows. It is readily distinguish- of the wiry stolons of the common cinquefoil, dry grass, and some 

able from acadicus by this circumstance alone, to say nothing of fragments of branching Lichen or Usnea. It contained three 

the several personal peculiarities—so to speak—slight traits, almost young, and had probably four eggs. The eggs had been hatched 

impossible to describe intelligently, but which the field-naturalist about the 20th of June, so that the pair had arrived in this vicinity 
learns to recognize in a moment. Its usual voice is lower and about the close of May. The young remained in the nest no less 
more plaintive, though one of its call-notes is sharp and jerky; than twenty-three days.” The same author speaks of the eggs as 
and its flight is slightly different, owing to the marked difference <¢ yellowish-creamy white, with spots of reddish-brown, of a light 

in the shape of the wing. In all these particulars it comes much and dark shade.” This is exactly the character of the specimens 
nearer ¢razlit and flaviventrts, as has been already hinted. before me. The size is about 0.84 by 0.66. About the same time 

The bird generally nests on a sapling or shrub, within ten or Dr. Brewer communicated a note to Mr. Audubon, describing the 

twelve feet from the ground. One nest I reached without climbing, nest as follows: ‘‘ Measures five inches in external diameter and 

and another was placed on a slender swaying elm, about forty feet three and a half inches in internal, and is about half an inch deep. 
high; these were the extremes of situation I observed. It is al- It is composed entirely of roots and fibers of moss. It is, more- 
ways placed, so far as I discovered, in an upright crotch of several over, very rudely constructed, and is almost wholly flat, resembling 

forks, preferably between twigs no thicker than a finger. The the nest of no other Flycatcher I have seen, but having some simil- ; 
high nest just mentioned was situated on the bending trunk itself, itude to that of the Cuckoo.” New England quotations have con- 
but it rested, as usual, between a little set of twigs that grew tinually multiplied, many referring to the breeding of the bird from | 
upright. It is very deeply let down into the crotch, and usually Massachusetts northward ; quite lately, Mr. Brewster says, in Mr. 
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Maynard’s book above quoted, that it nests generally in the fork 
of a pine-tree, the only nest found by him in any other situation 5 
being placed on the outer limb of ss See Mr. Audubon The Wood Pewee, “( Comtemne: mares) 
mentions the Magdaleine Islands and Labrador as other localities. Fie) 
In the .reverse direction, the bird has been traced in New York, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, but I never saw it in Maryland or This species usually makes its appearance in the eastern part of 
Virginia; and in including it in my South Carolina list, I relied Pennsylvania in the latter part of April, and commences building 
entirely upon Prof. R. W. Gibbes, of Charleston. He very likely about the middle of May. It prefers the loneliness of the forest 
included it on the strength of Audubon’s statement of its occur- generally, to the busy haunts of man. It is described by writers 
rence in Georgia. The rarity of the bird, along the whole Atlan- as being more retired in its habits than its cousins, as well as more 
tic coast south of New England, may be inferred from the fore- suspicious. In my early ornithological peregrinations, I had al- 
going. ways encountered it far from the scenes of active life, its nest being 

Turning now to the west, we find Audubon again quoting Nut- found in the recesses of dense forests, saddled upon the horizontal 
tall for its occurrence ‘in the dark fir-woods of the Columbia.” limb of some gigantic, high-towering oak. Last spring I was sur- 
This is corroborated by Dr. Cooper, who says that the Olive-sided prised to meet with several within a few yards of occupied dwell- 
Flycatcher ‘is very common, arriving early in May, and frequent- ings, in the midst of a rather thickly settled portion of our town. 
ing the borders of woods, where, from the summit of some tall, These nests were fixed upon the horizontal branches of apple-trees, 
dead tree, its loud, melancholy cry resounds through the day, at elevations less than ten feet from the ground. The trees had 
during the whole of summer. It frequents the small pine-groves been often visited by several of my pupils, who had even whiled 
along the coast, as well as in the interior, and remains until late in their leisure moments away underneath their sheltering boughs, 
September.” More recently, the same observer gives the species as while the mother-birds sat within their cozy nests overhead, ap- 
‘‘resident” in most parts of California, stating that he found them parently in the enjoyment of calm satisfaction and perfect se- 

rather common in the coast-range toward Santa Cruz, where they curity. 

had nests in May; and saw them at Lake Tahoe in September. It is true that birds originally conceive very unfavorable opinions 
: In Colorado, according to Mr. Trippe, it breeds, though it is not of man, and seek safety and immunity from his presence in inter- 

very common. ‘This Flycatcher,” he says, ‘‘ arrives at Idaho minable forests and impenetrable undergrowth, under the fancied 

Springs late in May, and remains till late in August or early in belief that he is their inveterate foe; but through the habit of as- 
September. It is quite uncommon, only three or four pairs having sociation, or accidental intrusion into his presence, they have 
been observed throughout the summer, and these at widely different learned more of his nature, particularly in these latter times when 
points, each pair apparently monopolizing a wide range. It keeps the law is their protection, and from holding him aloof as a being 
in the tops of the trees, and is an active Flycatcher; its voice is to be hated, they begin to see his good qualities, and draw near to 
loud and distinct; and its nest is placed in the top of a pine, and his dwellings and render to him manifold services. 
zealously guarded from all intrusion with as much fierceness and Nuttall’s description of the nest of this species, which has the 
energy as the Kingbird’s.” I did not observe it any season in Ari- credit of being the best that is recorded, may have been a faithful 
zona, but the presumption is that it visits that Territory, since it is portraiture thereof in his day, and no doubt will be found to hold 
known to go south, through Mexico, and to Central America. good in various sections, as it does in New England, according to 
—Coues. the authority of Samuels; but in this section of the country it is 

somewhat different, and needs remodeling. Instead of being uni- 
s a : versally saddled upon an old moss-grown and decayed limb, I 

The Red-bellied Nuthatch. (Sita canadensis.) have frequently seen it resting between the forked twigs of an oak, 
Fig. 2. and one that was in a perfectly living condition. The body of the 

fabric occasionally consists of wiry grass or root-fibers, but'I have 

‘« This pretty little bird is four inches long, and seven and three- never detected the small branching lichens held together with cob- 
quarters broad. It is usually found with the Chickadees and webs and caterpillars’ silk, moistened with saliva. Ina nest which 
smaller Woodpeckers, busily engaged in search of food. Its I have before me, which can be taken as a type, the bulk of it is 
habits are similar to the last named. It is equally as active and in- made up entirely of small strips of liber plucked from trees and 
dustrious in search for the larvae and eggs of insects, which it ob- fence-rails, tow, and wool, arranged in a circular manner, and 
tains by boring in the bark, and knocking off the moss and dead pressed compactly together by the body of the bird. One of the 
pieces of trees with their sharp, powerful bills. most prominent features of the nest is its external coating of bluish- 

‘« This bird is particularly fond of the seeds of pine-trees. You gray crustaceous lichens, of the kind that are found upon the 

may traverse many thousand acres of oak, hickory, and chestnut trunks of trees, which give it a very close resemblance to that of 

woods, during winter, without meeting with a single individual ; the Hummingbird, which it nearly rivals in symmetry and beauty, 
but no sooner do you enter among the pines than, if the air be When the nests are saddled upon the limb, there is much saving 

still, you have only to listen for a few moments, and their notes of material, economy doubtless being practiced at the expense of 

will direct you where to find them.”— Wilson. the comfort of the young. The bottom of the nest is so slight, 
It is a hardy bird, and many spend the winter as far north as that upon being detached from the branch, it presents a sieve-like 

Nova Scotia. A few are said to winter in the Southern States. appearance. In those that have been placed in the angle consti- 
Audubon says: ‘‘I found it building its nest, near Eastport, in tuted by two uniting twigs, there has always been an abundance of 

Maine, on the rgth of May, before the Bluebird had made its ap- material, thus making a soft and comfortable nest for the tender 
pearance there, and while much ice still remained on the northern brood. 
exposures. The nest is dug in a low, dead stump, seldom more The habit of constructing the nest upon the superior face of a 
than four feet from the ground, both the male and female working branch was doubtless acquired in order to secure protection, the 
by turns until they have got to the depth of about fourteen inches. nest in this position presenting to an enemy at a distance the sem- 
The eggs, four in number, are small, and of a white color, tinged blance of an anomalous growth, overgrown with moss, such as are 
with a deep blush, and sprinkled with reddish dots. They raise, sometimes found upon the diseased branches of the oak. 
I believe, only one brood in the season.” I have taken the nests of this species during the latter part of July 

and the early part of August, with eggs, but whether a second lay-~ 

ing or not I am not prepared to say; possibly the work of birds
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that had been debarred the essential duties of incubation earlier in unless it happens to be large. It will at times pursue an insect to 

the season, since this desire is so innate as to be foregone with diffi- a considerable distance, and seldom without success. It alights 

culty.— Gentry. with great firmness, immediately erects itself in the manner of 

Hawks, glances all around, shakes its wings with a tremulous mo- 

Traill’s Flycatcher. (2mpcdonax traillit.) tion, and vibrates its tail upward as if by a spring. Its tufty crest 
is generally erected, and its whole appearance is neat, if not ele- 

Fig. 4. gant. The Pewee has its particular stands, from which it seldom 
‘ ee e faee rambles far. The top of a fence-stake near the road is often se- 

It requires great care to distinguish this bird irom ee Ey lected by it, from which it sweeps off in all directions, returning at 
catcher poo ae ore races oo aoe ple? pee intervals, and thus remaining the greater part of the morning and very similar, as are also their habits. Naturalists, who make orni- evening. The corner of the roof of the barn suits it equally well, 

: thology i study, aoe peea very Honea aes ey a a and if the weather requires it, it may be seen perched on the highest 
pees of = pee zi eee ey with: dead twig of a tall tree. During the heat of the day it reposes in 

awe oe uaa es aang ea eon? a a Panter the shade of the woods. In the autumn it will choose the stalk of 

a ete Es: a eee eae cee at breeds the mullen for its stand, and sometimes the projecting angle of a 

= ee equon: We Sa : i ee avers = poe ee noe: rock jutting over a stream. It now and then alights on the ground 
ue ibe uae oe z ms Se Eien sg for an instant, but this happens principally during winter, or while 
* se-wick’ of EH. minimus, and is somewhat harsher. There is, : c 3 5 weg ee a : ee keaee Tie engaged during spring in collecting the materials of which its nest 
Beebe: uy po couue RSE Saas is composed, in our Southern States, where many spend their time birds, while singing, were perched on the top of a low alder. It Se hig een aoae 

pee o po Bos ed edaee eee, By ie ae or sirens: «The nest is rather large for the size of the bird. It is composed Of its nest-building, Mr. Merriman gives the following account: : a hale d the whole put togeties 
‘This western race of £. trail? was very common in the Salt ee EQOLSS PAOEDS AS BLE Sere) Geta eee 
Lake valley, where I collected seven specimens and three nests. against the object builton iby well-mixed mud Jeng ae oe ee : Be ft grasses, wool, and feathers. The eggs, usually five in number, They build a neat, compact little nest, which they place in the pee ee 5 i ae Af ead 
fork of a rose or other small bush, about five feet above the ae wate and-heve sa! dele ee cone ; ate : have reddish-brown spots scattered over the larger end. The ground. It is composed of fibrous grasses, flax, wool, and other f thi eee dod half inches: andtieenrenanie 
soft substances, interwoven with a few leaves of swamp-grass. It ee ores ee ae nee 3 
is a curious fact that this bird places all the wool and other soft, ee 
downy substances on the outside of its nest, lining it with the rough 

stalks of dry grass.” Coues says: ‘The eggs of this species 
(trailliz), to judge from numerous specimens before me, may be The Mourning Turtle, or Carolina Dove. (Zenedura carolinensis.) 
distinguished from those of acadzcus in lacking much or all of the 
creamy tinge of the latter, and in the markings being, for the most Hig. ©: 
part, large, bold, and blotched, rather than sharply dotted. The A beautiful and familiar bird, that is very abundant throughout 

fact that the eggs are colored instead of colorless, at once distin- the temperate parts of North America. Wilson says: ‘* This is a fax 

guishes them from EnGee Of #. TOTES? and ee pote be re- vorite bird with all those who love to wander among our woods in 
peruee by distnesing the specific relationship of the two. spring, and listen to their varied harmony. They will there hear 

many a singular and sprightly performer, but none so mournful as 
, Z : this. The hopeless coo of settled sorrow, swelling the heart of fe- 

Pewit Flycatcher, or Phosbe-bird. (Sayornis fuscus.) male snoch itself, could not assume tones more os more tender, 
: Fig. 5. and affecting. Its notes are four (a’gh coo coo coo) ; the first is some- 

what the highest, and preparatory, seeming to be uttered with an in- 
A faithful and familiar messenger of spring, that may be met spiration of the breath, as if the afflicted creature were just recovering 

with in most parts of the continent of North America, wintering its voice from the last convulsive sobs of distress; this is followed by 
in the Southern States, into Mexico. It is one of the earliest vis- three long, deep, and mournful moanings, that no person of sensi- 
itors, reaching Canada early in April. On their first arrival they bility can listen to without sympathy. A pause of a few minutes 
frequent the woods, but their favorite resort is in the neighborhood ensues, and again the solemn voice of sorrow is renewed as before. 
of streams, ponds, or stagnant waters, about bridges, caves, and This is generally heard in the deepest shaded parts of the woods, 
barns—their favorite breeding-places. Nuttall says: ‘* Near such frequently about noon and toward the evening. There is, however, 
places our little hunter sits on the roof of some out-building, on a nothing of real distress in all this; quite the reverse. The bird 
stake of the fence or on a projecting branch, calling out, at short who utters it wantons by the side of his beloved partner or invites 
intervals, and in a rapid manner, phebe Phebe; and at times ina her by his call to some favorite, retired, and shady retreat. It is 
more plaintive tone, phee-be-ce. This quaint and querulous note, the voice of love, of faithful connubial affection, for which the 
occasionally approaching to a warble, sometimes also sounds like whole family of Doves are so celebrated; and, among them all, 
pewait pewait, and then pe-war-ee, also phebe phe-bee-ee, twice none more deservingly so than the species now before us. 
alternated, the latter phrase somewhat soft and twittering. In the ‘On their return to the North in March, and early in April, 
spring, this not unpleasing guttural warble is kept up for hours to- they disperse so gencrally over the country that there are rarely 
gether, until late in the morning, and though not loud, may be more than three or four seen together—most frequently only two. 
heard to a considerable distance.” Audubon’s beautiful description Here they commonly fly in pairs; resort constantly to the public 
of the habits of this bird is one of his best efforts. We copy the roads to dust themselves, and procure gravel; and are ofteu seen 
following : in the farmer’s yard before the door, the stable, barn, and other out- 

“The flight of the Pewee Flycatcher, is performed by a flut- houses, in search of food, seeming little inferior in familiarity at 
tering, light motion, frequently interrupted by sailings. It is slow such times to the domestic Pigeon. They often mingle with the 
when the bird is proceeding to some distance, rather rapid when poultry while they are fed in the morning; visit the yard and ad- 
in pursuit of prey. It often mounts perpendicularly from its perch joining road many times a day, and the pump, creek, horse- 
after an insect, and returns to some dry twig, from which it can see trough, and rills for water. Their flight is quick, vigorous, and 
around toa considerable distance. It then swallows the insect whole, always accompanied by a peculiar whistling of the wings, by
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WHITE FPELICAN—SPOONBILL, MALLARD AND WILD DUCKS. 78 ee i a eee 

which~they can easily be distinguished from the wild Pigeon. | 
They fly with great swiftness, alight on trees, fences, or on the PLATE LII. 
ground indiscriminately; are exceedingly fond of buckwheat, : 
hemp-seed, and Indian corn, and feed on the berries of the holly, The Spoonbill, or Shoveller Duck. (Spatula clypeata.) 
the dogwood, and poke, huckle-berries, partridge-berries, and the 
smail acorns of the live and shrub oak. Fig. 1. 

** The flesh of this bird is considered much superior to that of sae 
the wild Pigeon; but its seeming confidence in man, the tender- This species inhabits the temperate regions of North America, 
ness of its notes, and the innocency attached to its character, are, as well as Europe, Asia, and Australia, and only occasionally ag 
with many, its security and protection; with others, however, the it met with in the more northern latitudes. It is to be met with, te 
tenderness of its flesh, and -the sport of shooting, overcome all this country, throughout the continent, wintering from the middle 
other considerations. The nest is very rudely constructed, gen- districts southward to Guatemala, Mexico, Cuba, aud Jamaica. 
erally in an evergreen, among the thick foliage of the vine, in an This bird is distinguished from others of its group by its very 
orchard, on the horizontal branches of an apple-tree, and, in some remarkable and large bill, slender at its base, very broad and 
cases, on the ground. Itis composed of a handful of small twigs, vaulted toward its extremities, and finely denticulated at its mar- 
laid with little art, on which are scattered dry, fibrous roots of gins. The remarkable beak possessed by this bird is admirably 
plants; and in this almost flat bed are deposited two eggs of a suited for the use to which it is destined, its laminated sides being 
snowy, whiteness. The male and female unite in feeding the furnished with numerous nerves, which endow it with a delicate 
young, and they have rarely more than two broods in the same sense of touch, enabling it at once to select such matters as are 
season. This species is twelve inches long, and seventeen inches fitted for sustenance—insects, mollusks, worms, crustacea, small 
broad.” fish, and also grass and other vegetable matter, found on the 

muddy shores of lakes, marshes, and rivers, which are frequently 
create visited by it, although it seems to prefer inland lakes or marshes 

to the more open seas and rivers. It possesses a powerful flight, 
PLATE LI. ae is a most expert diver and swimmer. ‘* The Shoveller,” says 

udubon, ‘‘ walks prettily, and I have often admired its move- 
The White Pelican. (Pelicanus trachyrhynchus.) ments in the puddles formed by heavy dashes of rain in our 

Southern corn-fields, where I have found it in company with the 

This species is rarely ever met with in the Middle or New Wood Duck, Mallard, and Pintail. Its flight resembles that of 
England States, although west of the Mississippi, and south to the Blue-winged Teal, and in tenderness, as well as in flavor, its 
Central America, it is abundant. Its movements are slow, awk- flesh rivals that of that beautiful bird as an article of food. No 
ward, and compressed; but its flight is easy and firm, and their sportsman who is a judge will ever pass a Shoveller to shoot a 
swimming is easy and gracefull. The male and female are col- Canvas-back. It is rarely ever found on salt water, and then only 
ored alike. Regarding its habits, Audubon says: when compelled to resort thither. The nest, which is usually 

«« The White American Pelican never descends from on wing upon placed on a tuft of herbage, in places near water, that are difficult 
its prey, as is the habit of the Brown Pelican ; and, although on many of access, is composed of fine grass, the eggs being carefully 
occasions it fishes in the manner above described, it varies its mode covered with down from the mother’s breast. The eggs usually 
according to circumstances, such as a feeling of security, or the acci- number eight, and are of a buffy-white, tinged with green. This 
dental meeting with shoals of fishes in such shallows as the birds bird is nineteen inches long, and thirty inches from tip to tip of 
can well compass. They never dive for their food, but only thrust wing. 
their head into the water as far as the neck can reach, and with- 
draw it as soon as they have caught something or have missed it; The Mallard Duck—Wild Duck. (Avas boschas.) 
for their head is seldom out of sight more than half a minute at a Big. a. 
time. When they are upon rivers, they usually feed along the 
margin of the water, though, I believe, mostly in swimming depths, This species is the original of our common domestic Duck. It 
where they proceed with greater celerity than when on the sand. is not only esteemed for the table, but is prized by the sportsman 
While thus swimming, you see their necks extended, with their for the healthy field-exercise it affords him. It is common through- 
upper mandible only above the water, the lower being laterally out the whole of North America, except New England, where it 
extended, and ready to receive whatever fish or other food may is very scarce, and, it may be said, is everywhere domesticated. 
chance to come into the net-like apparatus attached to it. Parker Gilmore, in his interesting work, ‘‘ Prairie and Forest,” 

««The White Pelican appears almost inactive during the greater gives an extended account of this bird. We take the liberty to 
part of the day, fishing only soon after sunrise, and again about copy the following : 
an hour before sunset; though, at times, the whole flock will ‘‘In my protracted rambles about the world, I know no portion 
mount high in the air, and perform extended gyrations, in the man- where the Mallard can not be found. I have always been pas- 
ner of the Hooping Crane, Wood Ibis, and Vultures. These sionately fond of wild-fowl shooting, and the bags that I have 
movements are probably performed for the purpose of assisting |* made in the United States and Canada of this noble bird, far 
their digestion, and of airing themselves in the higher and cooler exceeded those obtained elsewhere. As wild fowl are nearly all 
regions of the atmosphere. Whilst on the ground, they at times migratory by inclination, or are compelled to be so from the 
spread their wings to the breeze, or to the rays of the sun; but changes of the seasons, it is of great importance that you should 
this act is much more rarely performed by them than by the Brown visit the various haunts at the proper periods of the year. How- 
Pelicans. When walking, they seem exceedingly awkward, and ever, the rule is, for successfully carrying on war against the web- 
like many cowardly individuals of our own species, are apt to snap footed families, go North in summer and South in winter. In 
at objects which they appear to know perfectly to be so far superior June, July, and August, the wild-rice fields of the numerous laby- 
to them as to disdain taking notice of them.” rinths of lakes of Minnesota and the Northwest territory perfectly 

The nest is built according to circumstances—sometimes on the | swarm with wild fowl, while in December and January they will 
ground, in bushes near the water, and on rocks. The eggs num- | be found equally numerous on the large bayous and lagoons that 
ber one to three, bluish-white, with a thick, chalky crust. This | surround the mouth of the Mississippi. Of course, in the inter- 
species is five feet long, and eight and a half feet broad. mediate portion of country between Minnesota and the Gulf of
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Mexico, during the seasons of migration, splendid days’ shooting selves, and arrange their dress, before commencing their meal— 
can be obtained, but the stay of the birds is so short that it might an example other travelers would do well to imitate. But, as the 
not compensate for a special visit. Where thousands are to be night advanced, some strangers are mixed with the throng. The ; 
seen to-day, not a dozen will be met to-morrow; but if you should dusky Duck, the Bald-pate, the Pintail, the Blue and Green-winged 
happen, in the spring and autumn, to be in either of the States of Teal, shoot past, like arrows from a bow—the latter making, with 
Illinois, Iowa, or Indiana, when the frost and ice are breaking up, the rapid motion of their wings, a sound not unlike an ungreased 
in spring, or when winter makes its first appearance, you may wheel or hinge. When the travelers are satisfied with the neigh- 
with safety calculate on having some of the finest sport. A year borhood, they dash down upon the water, causing it to fly in spray 
or two since, when in Illinois, in November, a sudden change took for yards around, while the first arrivals welcome the new-comers 
place in the weather, and, although the morning was ushered in with innumerable quacks. The report of a gun then will scarcely 
mild and warm, by noon it was snowing, with a gale of wind alarm them, and, if they should rise, in a moment they will reset- 
blowing from the north. From experience I knew that such a day tle, doubtless feeling security from their numbers.” 
was not to be wasted over the fire. I got on my shooting-ground In their general habits, the wild Ducks closely resemble our 
with a very large supply of ammunition, and in two or three hours tame species. The tame Ducks are, however, far behind their 
I had to cease, as my stock was exhausted. My stand was in progenitors in watchfulness, energy, and vigor. They swim, dive, 
a field of Indian corn that had been gathered into shocks, from and fly much in the same manner, but decidedly better than tame 
the back of one of which I took shelter from the blast, as well Ducks. Their voice, likewise, is precisely similar. The loud, 
as concealment. Never shall I forget the scene. The ducks short ‘‘guack” of the female, and the duller ‘ guack” of the 
came in thousands, all flying before the wind, and if a dozen guns male; the conversational ‘*weck, weck,” and the call-note, 
had been there, instead of one, abundant work would have been ‘‘waek, waek;” the alarm-cry, ‘‘katsch,” or ‘‘rab, rab;” in 
found for all. On another occasion, in the same locality, two short, all the sounds with which we are familiar in the tame 
friends of mine killed in two or three hours in the evening, and in Ducks, are exactly repeated by their wild relatives. 
an hour and a half the succeeding morning, eighty-four brace of Soon after their arrival, the Wild Ducks begin to choose their 
Mallard Duck. mates, the selection of course involving many a battle between 

‘In the spring of 1866, when in Iowa, the first day of thaw, I the rival males; but their partners do not need to be won by a pro- 
went for a stroll, scarcely expecting to find game; but when I got longed courtship. Their habit of associating in large flocks is at 
on the prairie land, I was perfectly astonished at the clouds of wild once laid aside, and they attach themselves to their spouses with 
fowl arriving from the south, some of the ponds being so densely ardent devotion. The place selected for the nest is generally some 
covered with Duck that the surface could scarcely be seen. quiet, retired, dry spot, under a bush, or concealed by herbage, 

‘«If any of our readers intend to go in for work, and do not object and very generally near the water, but sometimes at a consid- 
to roughing it, I should most decidedly say that the wild-fowl erable distance from it. Occasionally—and indeed not unfre- 
shooting is good enough to justify a visit. But let him not be in- quently—they will take possession of some nest placed in a tree; 
duced to keep in the vicinity of settlements. Rather let him and such, for example, as that of a Crow. Their proper nest is 
his attendants commence housekeeping on the margin of one of constructed of the stems and leaves of various plants, loosely put 
the northern Minnesota lakes, if in summer (remember one that together, so as to present internally a rounded cavity, which, at a 
produces an abundance of wild rice); but if the severe season subsequent period, is warmly lined with down and feathers. 
should be selected, the southern lagoons of the Mississippi will The brood consists of from eight to sixteen eggs, of a somewhat 
afford him abundant sport. . . . elongated shape, hard, smooth-shelled, and of a grayish-white 

‘* As soon as we were at our stands, we divested ourselves of shot- color; in fact, exactly similar to those of the domesticated Duck. 
pouches and powder-horns, hanging them on the bushes, that we The period of incubation—during which the female, who alone 
might the easier use them when required ; for, once the game com- broods, sits with the greatest patience and self-devotion—extends 
mences to arrive, every moment is of value. Before we had been over from twenty to twenty-eight days. The newly hatched young 
stationary many minutes, a few stragglers made their appearance— ones remain perhaps for a single day in the nest, and are then 
the advance-guard doubtless of the main body. Some old and taken to the water. During the first few days of their lives, they 
experienced veterans, I should think, are generally chosen for this endeavor to conceal themselves as much as possible among the 
duty, as these forerunners are wary in the extreme, and seldom or reeds and water-plants; and it is only when their wings have to 
never come within gunshot. However, we were not detained be tried that they venture to show themselves in open water. 
idie; a bunch of Mallard passed within range, and a salute wel- Meanwhile, the mother takes the greatest pains to conceal them ! 
comed their visit; another and another party rapidly followed in from observation. In case of danger, she makes every endeavor 
such quick succession that it was impossible to shoot at all. - These to draw it upon herself, or, if the assailants are such as to make it 
birds, so far, had only flown past, and, as night approached, their at all practicable, she flies at them with the utmost fury, and uses 
numbers increased, and we being probably less conspicuous from every effort to drive them away. The young brood follow her 
decreasing light, the open water at our side was chosen for their with every demonstration of affection; they watch her slightest 
resting-place. Down they would come on the water, almost im- warning, listen to every sound she utters, and, when bidden, at 
periling our heads, with the rustling sound of the Eagle in the act once hide themselves among weeds, or sink down between the ine- of swooping upon his prey ; while some of their companions, less «| qualities of the ground. 
certain of the security of this halting-place, would sweep round 
and round our Jocale before they finally selected it. As soon as 
the birds struck the water, they would commence bathing them- 
selves, flapping their bodies with their wings, diving with short Pectoral Sandpiper—Meadow Snipe—Grass Snipe—Jack Snipe. (Zringa 
plunges, and cutting so many capers, that one might imagine | maculata.) 
them stark, staring mad. The fact, however, is, that all this ap- Fig. 3. 
parent eccentricity is caused by the necessity the Ducks feel of 

| cleaning themselves of the insects about their plumage, as well as The Pectoral, compared with others of its kind, is usually but the pleasure they experience in finding themselves again in a seldom seen, although in some localities it is occasionally tolerably milder climate, with abundance of food around them, after endur- numerous. At early spring, it generally quits its, winter-quarters, ing a hard journey from the stormy north, protracted possibly and returns, under cover of the night, to its native haunts. ~ It is through a day and night. On arrival, therefore, they wash them- usually found in pairs, and seeks its food on marshy ground, but | 
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JACKDAW—GRACKLES—BLACKBIRDS. AL 1S aaa er eee oe 
at other times conceals itself among the neighboring long grass lays the concealed grubs bare to their hungry beaks. They hunt 
and rushes. for mice, young birds, and eggs with great dexterity, a.d will also 

Coues says: ‘The Pectoral Sandpiper is well known to sports- feed upon roots, leaves, corn, and fruit. 
men and others, and is frequently sought after, as its somewhat 
game-like habits of lying to a dog and flushing correctly from the 5 3 
grass, like a true Snipe, render it an attractive object of pursuit; Crow Blackbird—Purple Grackle. (Quiscalus purpureus.) 
besides which, in the fall it becomes very fat, and it is then excel- Fig. 5: 
lent eating. Unlike most Sandpipers, it does not flock, at least to 
any extent, being oftenest found scattered singly or in pairs. In The Purple Grackle is a very common bird, and is either occa- 
the United States it is chiefly, if not wholly, a bird of passage ; sionally or constantly to be met with in all parts of North America, 
for, though some may winter along our southern border and others north to Labrador, Hudson’s Bay, and the Saskatchewan, through- 
breed along the northern tier of States, such probabilities require out which range it breeds. It winters in the Southern States and 
to be confirmed. As may be gathered from the quotations (North, the Antilles, within the tropics. They associate at times in great 
Central, and South America, West India, Greenland, and Europe), numbers. Wilson states that, on the 20th of January, a few miles 
its winter range is very extensive, yet some individuals may be from the banks of the Roanoke, in Virginia, he met with one 
found in the Middle States as late as November. I found it in July of these prodigious armies of Blackbirds, which, as he approached, 
along the forty-ninth parallel, where it probably breeds. It occurred rose from the surrounding fields with a noise like thunder, and, de- 
sparingly about pools on Turtle Mountain, in company with the scending on the stretch of road before him, covered it and the fences 
Least Sandpiper. It is a very abundant bird in summer, in Labra- completely with black; rising again, after a few evolutions, they 
dor, where it frequents low, muddy flats laid bare by the tide, and descended on the skirt of a leafless wood, so thick as to give the 
the salt-marshes adjoining. When they arise from the grass to whole forest, for a considerable extent, the appearance of being 
alight again at a little distance, they fly in silence or with a single shrouded in mourning, the numbers amounting probably to many 
tweet, holding the wings deeply incurved; but when suddenly hundreds of thousands. Their notes and screams resembled the 
startled and much alarmed, they spring quickly, with loud, re- distant sound of a mighty cataract, but strangely attuned into a 
peated cries, and make off in a zigzag, much like the common musical cadence, which rose and fell with the fluctuation of the 
Snipe. Sometimes, gaining a considerable elevation, they circle breeze. 
for several minutes in silence overhead, flying with great velocity, “Their depredations,” says Nuttall, ‘¢on the maize crop, or 
perhaps to pitch down again nearly perpendicularly to the same Indian corn, commences almost with the planting. The infant 
spot they sprang from. The southward migration begins in Au- blades no sooner appear than they are hailed by the greedy Black- 
gust, and is usually completed by the following month.” bird as the signal for a feast; and, without hesitation, they descend 

on the fields, and regale themselves with the sweet and sprouted 
. seed, rejecting and scattering the blades, as an evidence of their Jackdaw—Boat-tailed Grackle—Great Crow Blackbird. (Quzscalus mischief and audacity. Again, about the beginning of August, 

miei aie) while the grain is in the milky state, their attacks are renewed 
Fig. 4. with the most destructive effect, as they now assemble, as it were, 

in clouds, and pillage the fields to such a degree, that, in some 
This bird may be termed a small species of Raven. It is dis- low and sheltered situations, in the vicinity of rivers, where they 

tinguished by its short, strong, straight beak, which is but slightly delight to roam, one-fourth of the crop is devoured by these vexa- : 
curved. Its habitat is the South Atlantic and Gulf States, along tious visitors. The gun, also, notwithstanding the havoc it pro- 
the coast from the Carolinas to Texas, the West Indies, and Mex- duces, has little more effect than to chase them from one part of 
ico. Itis also found throughout most of the countries of Europe the field to the other. In the Southern States, in winter, they 
and in many parts of Asia. It occupies some certain places in hover round the corncribs in swarms, and boldly peck the hard 
great numbers, entirely avoiding other districts. Among the sea- grain from the cob through the air openings of the magazine. In 
islands, and neighboring marshes on the mainland, they’ assemble consequence of these reiterated depredations, they are detested by 
in great numbers, where they feed, at low water, on the oyster- the farmer as a pest to his industry; though, on their arrival, their 
beds. Bushes in the neighborhood of salt marshes are the sit- food for a long time consists wholly of those insects which are cal- 

; uations it prefers for building purposes, but it will also make its culated to do the most essential injury to the crops. They, at this 
nest upon high trees or even shrubs. It is extremely rude, being season, frequent swamps and meadows, and, familiarly following 
roughly formed of twigs or straw, and lined with hair, feathers, the furrows of the plow, sweep up all the grub-worms, and other 
or hay. During these building operations the settlement is a con- noxious animals, as soon as they appear, even scratching up the 
stant scene of quarreling, one bird stealing from another with the loose soil, that nothing of this kind may escape them. Up to the 
greatest audacity and cunning, and taking possession, not only of time of harvest, I have uniformly, on dissection, found their food 
the materials, but of the places selected by their neighbors as snug to consist of these larve, caterpillars, moths, and beetles, of which 
and desirable localities. they devour such numbers, that but for this providential economy, 

The disposition of this species is lively, and its habits extremely the whole crop of grain, in many places, would probably be de- 
social. Indeed, it may be said to possess the gifts of the Crow, stroyed by the time it began to germinate.” 
with but few of its disagreeable qualities. When upon the wing, “This familiar bird,” Gentry says, ‘‘reaches the latitude of ‘| 
the flight of the Jackdaw is not unlike that of a Pigeon, and its Philadelphia usually about the middle of March. As I write 
mode of rising, falling, or performing a variety of evolutions (March 21st), many small flocks may be seen in various directions, 
remarkably graceful and easy. Its voice is capable of considera- fluttering and chattering among the trees. Nest-building has been 
ble development, according to Audubon, resembling a loud, shrill observed even as early as March rsth, but then only in sheltered 
whistle, often accompanied by a cry like criek criek cree, and, in situations—such as the south slopes of a hill. Here the nests are 
the breeding season, changing almost to a warble. According to built chiefly in the branches of coniferous trees. Usvally, but one 
Nuttall, they are only heard to sing in the spring, and their con- brood is reared each season; but I have observed instances of a 
cert, though inclining to sadness, is not altogether disagreeable. second brood, when the season has been unusually propitious. In 

Large quantities of insects, snails, and worms are devoured by such cases, the first batch of young appeared in April, the other 
these useful birds. They will seek their food in the streets, or fol- in July. Though sometimes annoying to the agriculturist by its 
low in the wake of the ploughman as he turns up the clods and mischief in the cornfields, this bird has nevertheless some good



78 GRACKLES, OR BLACKBIRDS, AND WRENS. 
ee eee 

qualities recommending it to favor. It is obviously of great service posed upon are the Towhee, Black and White Creeper, and Yellow 
in the destruction of insects. But it has one very bad trait, per- Summer Bird. The latter bird has been known to build a new 
haps not generally known. Like the Crow, a not distant relative, nest upon the old one when thus defiled, sometimes making a tnird 
it is fond of birds’ eggs and tender nestlings, and it destroys a story, and effectually destroying the foreign eggs in the apartments 
great many, particularly Robins. Coward-like, it lurks about the below. The Cowpen sometimes attempts to use the nest of the 
Robins’ vicinity until the parents are away, when it pounces on the | Cat-bird, but rarely with success. When the young are hatched, 
nest, seizes an egg or a young one, and hastily retreats. But the foster parents never desert their charge, but work with unceas- 
wary and vigilant as it is, sometimes it is caught in the act, and ing activity to feed the large and hungry mouths constantly ap- 
forced to seek safety by rapid flight from the impetuous attacks pealing to them. The range of the Cowpen is very extensive, 
of the owners.” being found in nearly every State and Territory of the Union. Its 

food consists of seed, worms, and insects. Its name is derived 
from the great fondness of the bird for domestic animals, frequent- 

Rusty Grackle, or Blackbird. (Scolecophagus ferrugineus.) ing barnyards, scratching the ordure collected there, and feeding 
e upon the numerous animal parasites. They frequently rest upon Fig. 6. 

3 = the backs of cows and horses, and undoubtedly impart an agree- 
This bird ranges throughout the eastern provinces of North able sensation by the scratching of their claws. 

America ; is found in Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota, and extends its 
northwestern range to Alaska and throughout British America. It 
winters in the Southern States, coming north gradually, arriving Great Carolina Wren. (Zhryothorus ludovicianus.) 
in Northern New York in April, breeding in Canada and through- Fig. 8. : 
out the British Possessions in America, and in Maine and New 
Hampshire. It frequents low, marshy grounds, building its nest The range of this bird is restricted to the Eastern United States, 
in the low alders and bushes indigenous to such places, and begins south of New England, extending west to Kansas and New Mexico. 

; to lay about the first of June, raising yearly but one brood. The It is sufficiently hardy to winter in the Middle States, and is com- 
nest is constructed of twigs and leaves of grass, mixed with mud, mon around Washington throughout the year. It raises two 
woven into a fine circular structure, and lined with fine leaves. broods every season. Its nest is built without much regard to 
The eggs are bluish-white, sometimes resembling the bloom upon situation ; any odd nook, loose board, or knot-hole in an out-house, 
grasses, covered with fine blotches and spots of light brown, in or clump of bushes being acceptable. The nest is composed of a 
size about 1.04 by .76 of aninch. This bird delights in the com- mass of fibrous material, usually grass, as being more easily ob- 
pany of cattle, frequenting the barnyard as well as pastures for tained, resembles a ball somewhat, and has a side entrance. In 
that purpose. It feeds upon aquatic insects, small snails, grass- this habitation five or six eggs are deposited. They are white, 
hoppers, and grubs of old plowed lands. The male assists in incu- thickly and evenly dotted with rufous spots, and measuring about 
bation, and when disturbed, with a warning croak seeks to divert -70 by .58. When the young are hatched, the parents evince the 
the attention of the intruder. During the mating season it indulges utmost anxiety and watchfulness until they are old enough to care 
in a low song, but its ordinary call isa sort of cheek-che-week, for themselves, which is in three or four days. They are usually 
shared by male and female alike. very shy, hiding with the greatest pertinacity, and yet, like their 

kind, very inquisitive of all intruders on their haunts, scolding 
and chattering at them in true billingsgate. Their song, however, 

Cowpen-bird—Cow-bird—Cow-blackbird—Cowpen Bunting. (Jolo- is strong, clear, and very musical, consisting of a rapid succession 
thrus pecoris.) of whistling notes, delivered with great energy and nerve, and 

rien can be heard at a great distance. 

Among the advanced thinkers of the bird world, the Cowpen- 
bird occupies the most conspicuous place. The longest haired Northern House Wren—Wood Wren. ( Zroglodytes atdon.) 
reformer can feel no greater indifference to the conjugal relations Fieve. 
or less regard for his offspring than this bird. The courtship is 
of the briefest description. Surrounded by a bevy of demure There are several varieties of the species known as House Wrens. é 
maidens, the male mounts some fence or tree, and ruffling his The figure on this plate represents the northerly bred bird. ** One feathers to the utmost, pours out cluk-see-e, not without consider- can scarcely pass a thicket,” says Maynard, ‘throughout the 
able melody. As they build no nests, and farm out the rearing of entire extent of Florida, from Key West to the northern limits of 
their young, their family relations are anything but tender, and the State, whether on the borders of the hummock or in the vast 
they are arrant polygamists. When the female is ready to lay, pine barrens, without exciting the ire of the irascible House Wrens. 
she becomes greatly disquieted, ceases her search for food, sepa- They will suddenly start up at the feet of the pedestrian, and, 
rates herself from her companions, and commences a careful re- alighting on a log or bush, scold him angrily; but if the birds 
connoiter. Anxiously and in utter silence, she flits from thicket to think they are in danger, will quickly disappear; then it re- 
thicket, peering here and there until a nest, with the owner not at quires rapid and thorough beating to make them rise. There are 
home, is found, when she disappears for a few moments. When many thickets on the mainland which are so impenetrable that 
her labor is performed, she emerges perfectly jubilant, ruffing birds are perfectly safe from intruders; yet on the Keys they are 
and adjusting her plumage, and with many a merry chuckle re- particularly favored in this respect, for there the various species of 
joins her companions. From her peculiar manner of dropping Cacti form an excellent cover for them. These plants are armed 
her eggs, the true number has never been fully determined. It is with many long pines, which present a formidable barrier against 
supposed that but one is laid in the same nest by the same bird, the invasion of man or any large animal. Thus, in Florida, we 
but nests have been found with two, three, and more of the Cow- find this Wren keeping apart from mankind and his ways; but in 
pen’s eggs inthem. These eggs are rounded oval, about 85 by New England, they usually pursue a different course. Here they 
-67 of an inch, the ground color white, though sometimes so associate with human beings, building their nests in boxes erected 
blotched over with fine dottings of purple as to be concealed. for them, and even if these tiny edifices are placed in close prox- 
They are usually larger than those of the bird whose nest is used, imity to the busy thoroughfares, the birds may be seen perched on 
and hatch from two to four days sooner. Among the birds thus im- their roofs, singing their uncouth melodies. The House Wren
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will occasionally select a hole in a tree as a breeding place; even hatchet, and he tells us that they flew at our faces, assailed our 
in the North I observed a pair several times about an old apple- arms as we wielded the invading hatchet, and it was difficult not 
tree, which stood in a remote place, and, being aware that they to do them unintentional injury without abandoning our purpose. 
had a nest there, made repeated search for it; but, after vainly Before we could examine the nest, they had entered and had to be 
looking in every hole which I thought they could enter, gave up removed again and again. As soon as we were satisfied that the 
in despair. But on passing the place one day, I saw the female nest of this heroic pair did not contain what we sought, we left 
emerge from a very small orifice ina high limb, which was not them, and turned to look with equal admiration upon the indig- 
larger around than my arm, and upon examining, found the nest nant assembly of feathered remonstrants by which we were sur- 
concealed in it. The House Wrens breed in New England about rounded.” : 
the first week in June; in Florida, somewhat earlier. They are 

constant residents in the South, but migrants at the North, arriving White-winged Crossbill. (Zoxéa /eucoptera.) 
in the spring about the first of May, and departing in early Oc- : 

tober. Flee 
This bird inhabits the northern parts of North America gener- 

Se ally. It has been found as far south as Maryland. It is a resi- 
dent throughout Eastern Maine, where it breeds in the winter. In 

PLATE LIU. the arctic regions it finds shelter in the dense forests of fir and 

spruce, and food in the seeds of their cones. Their diet is not 

Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker. (Peécoides arcticus.) confined to the floral world, however, canker worms and other 
: animal food proving equally acceptable. The female possesses 

Fig. 1. the faculty of song, and sings with equal sweetness with the male. 

The range of this bird is confined to the far North, touching the The nest is composed of moss, spruce twigs, nearly circular, and 
extreme arctic region, and extending as far south as Northern Mas- is lined with coarse hairs and the shreds of bark. The eggs are 

sachusetts, New York, and Ohio. Its nest is made by boring into live pale blue, the large end covered with fine spots of black and light 
trees, usually without regard to kind, pine, oak, or other timber being purple. They are VEY. affectionate, Dr. Brewer recording the 
selected indiscriminately, and the borings made near the first limbs. death of one from grief at the loss of its mate. They congregate 
They vary in depth from twenty to twenty-four inches, with an in flocks, fly with an undulatory motion, and are fearless in the 

entrance barely large enough to admit the occupant, but broad and presence of man. 
smooth at the bottom. The eggs are from four to six, rather z a 

rounded, and pure white. One brood only is raised in a season, Brown Creeper. (Certhia familiaris.) 
and the young keep with their parents until the approach of au- Fig. 5. 

tumn, when they separate and shift for themselves. They seem 
destitute of vocal accomplishments, their utterance being confined _ Though nowhere an abundant bird, the Brown Creeper is found 
to a loud shrill call. Their flight is long and undulatory, and in every State and Territory in the Union. Owing to its markings 
when on the wing they frequently give_voice to their peculiar call. so closely resembling the bark of the trees which furnish its food, 
They pursue insects on the wing, indulge in berries and other the study of its habits is attended with some difficulty. It is a fear- 

small fruit, and in search of food move with great rapidity over the less bird, paying little regard to the presence of man. Solitary in 
trunks and limbs of decaying trees. its habits, it yet is sometimes found associated with the Titmice and 

small Woodpeckers. Its food is confined entirely to the small insects 

[ which find shelter in the bark of trees. Up and down the most 

‘Banded Three-toed Woodpecker. (Picocdes americanus.) rugged oak or elm it works its way, picking a dainty bit here and 

z= there, but never using its bill asa hammer. It rarely proceeds 
Fig. 2. i : * z 

in a straight line, but constantly turns to the right and left, some- 

This bird is very rare in the United States, and but little is times entirely circling the hole, and when one tree has been thor- 

known of its habits. It is confined almost entirely to the arctic oughly examined, instantly flies to another, and thus day in and 
circle, and is not migratory. It is found in the spruce and fir for- day out spends its time. It builds its nest in decayed trees, some- 
ests lying between Lake Superior and the Arctic seas, and is most times using the holes deserted by the Woodpeckers, and without 
common north of Great Slave Lake. much regard to symmetry, gathers together a mass of rotted wood, 

lining it with feathers and the fur of small animals. The eggs are 

usually five in number, small for the size of the bird, nearly oval 
Hudson’s Bay Chickadee—Hudsonian Chickadee—Hudsonian Titmouse. in shape, grayish-white, dotted with fine reddish-brown spots. Be- 

(Parus hudsonicus.) sides the constantly repeated cree cree cre-ep, to which they give 

Fig. 3 utterance while searching for food, they possess a song somewhat 

resembling, though much harsher than that of the Wren. 

This bird is confined to the northern and eastern portions of the 
United States, and is found in Northern New York, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and Maine. Though in many things resembling American Magpie. (Pica caudata.) 

the common Black Cap, it is far more retiring in its habits, usually Fi 
oe : = ; ig. 6. 

confining its residence to lonely forests. Its song is far more dis- : 

tinct, the ¢sche-dee-dee-dee having almost the clear pronunciation This bird, which is nearly identical with the European species, 

of the human voice. The nest is usually built in the hollow of a is confined to Western and Northern North America. In the New 

tree or stump, two or three feet from the ground, is purse-shaped, World as in the Old, it is the same daring murderer and robber. 

and composed of furs finely matted throughout. The eggs are of a Its food consists of carrion, smaller birds, eggs, and the young 2 

rounded oval shape. Though a shy bird, this Chickadee resents of Partridges, rats, frogs, mice, snails, worms, grubs, and cater- 

all intrusion upon its haunts, and displays the utmost courage and pillars. It is possessed of a most omniverous appetite, and will 
disregard of life in protection of its young. Dr. Brewer gives a alight upon the backs of horses and mules, and work further mis- 

charming description of his attempt to examine one of their nests chief to any galled places that may be found. So ravenous are 

containing young. ‘This nest could only be reached by using the they that they have been known to fairly snatch food from the hands
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of man himself. The constant persecutions of late years, how- ber, the Swans had begun to arrive from the North, and frequently, 
ever, have taught them more wary ways. They are a social bird, while at Fort Vancouver, their trumpeting drew our attention to 
associating in small flocks of six or eight. Easily caught and the long converging lines of these magnificent birds, so large and 
tamed, they learn to imitate the human voice, and acquire very so snowy white, as they came from their northern resting places, 
cunning and mischievous habits. Their notes are infinite in va- and, screaming their delight at the appearance of the broad ex- 
riety—musical, gurgling, querulous, squeaking, chattering, as its panse of water, perhaps their winter home, descended into the 
mood may dictate. Their favorite feeding places are near running Columbia.” It is found in Canada, at Hudson’s Bay, and occasion- 
streams. The nest is elaborately constructed, requiring several ally on the Atlantic coast. It breeds from Iowa and Dakota north. 
Jays to complete. It is usually placed in a thicket, on the fork Audubon found them in great numbers in the waters of the Ohio, 
of a tree, from ten to fifteen feet from the ground, and is con- about the last of October. They remain in the waters near their 
structed by an ingenious interlacing of coarse sticks, followed by breeding places until the ice forms, when they migrate south, win- 
finer ones, cemented firmly together by fine well-worked clay. It tecing in the waters south of the Gulf. They fly principally at 
is in the shape of a ball, from eighteen inches to three feet in cir- night, and take their names from the trumpet tones with which they 
cumference, arched over by a bower of twigs. . Two entrances are call to each other. One can hardly imagine anything more start- 
made—one for the long tail, the other for the head—and the inside ling than a succession of their loud, long, raucous calls dropping 
is lined with hair, feathers, and fine grasses. Five eggs are out of the depths of a starless night. Hearne says: ‘I have heard 
usually laid, the ground color grayish-white, sometimes tinged them, in serene evenings, after sunset, make a noise not very un- 
with yellow, and blotched over with purplish-brown blotches. The like that of a French horn, but entirely divested of every note that 
Magpie occupies a conspicuous place in zoological mythology. constituted melody, and have often been sorry that it did not fore- 
Ovid gives us an account of a very interesting family of young bode their death.” = 
ladies who were changed into Magpies, and he further adds: Their flight is powerful, protracted, and made with seeming ease, 

“And still their tongues went on, though changed to birds, the neck stretched forward, the foot folded back, and the wings pro- 
In endless clack, and vast desire of words.” pelling with steady, sweeping strokes. Their food consists of a 

; i f aquatic vegetables, roots, leaves, water-insects, snails, The Greeks and the Romans dedicated the Magpie to Bacchus, oe . 
as all men when drunk are garrulous. In the old German myths, eal geo 
witches transform themselves into this bird ; while during the twelve : 
days between Christmas and Epiphany, one of the three birds Herring Gull. (Larus argentatus.) 
must be killed. In Norway, however, they are treated to a Christ- 
mas dinner. The English peasants augur good or evil from the Fig. 2. 
number found together ; thus, one for sorrow, two for mirth, The Herring Gull is common along the coasts from Cuba to 

three for a wedding, four for a death. Labrador, breeding from New England northward. Itis also found 
in the interior, and occasionally on the coasts of the Pacific. Its 

is along the sh i Lapland Longspur—Lapland Lark Bunting. (Plectrophanes lapponicus.) eae oe oe bas ce a 

Fig. 7. its nest without much regard to place, sometimes using the ground, 

This bird is an inhabitant of the polar regions, extending from at other ae ee bie is nests ar es 
ocean to ocean; in the winter migrating as far south as Pennsyl- oe ee ae i 2 re ee pe e 
vania, Kentucky, Illinois, and Kansas. It breeds abundantly in maa Went See Toe eee a 1 ‘ pe ie ee a 
Alaska, along the coasts of the Arctic sea, and up and down the ee eee eet 8 waren iin a oe Le 
shores of Greenland, building its nest on small tussocks of grass bc oF ae = on oe seers eee ee = on oe 
in moist meadows. This nest is composed of grass thickly matted, eee se 8 me a he a eae ee a - a y 
and is warmly lined with feathers and hair. The eggs are seven oe Hier ae ee ae - pee noe "Pee EE 
in number, of a greenish-gray ground, thickly mottled with choco- ey ee ne eee Ce a 4 AOL eo 
late brown, pointed at the end. Its song, which is clear and very aL ok y y < S i : ‘ ‘ 3 ey migrate south from September to October, and during the melodious, is uttered while on the wing, and has won for its pos- winter rarely indulge in their vocal poweres vere hemene net 
sessor the name of Greenland Nightingale. Its food is grass seed, y : he ai > atk i ieudin 7 § ap- 
the seed of pine-cones, and juniper-berries. It associates with proaches, they make the:nir soso ee 
Shore Larks and the Painted Larkspurs, and does not desert its : 
breeding resorts until driven from them by the heavy snows which Bonaparte’s Gull. (Larus philadelphia.) 
usually come early in September. 

Fig. 3. 

This is one of our most widely dispersed sea-birds, inhabiting 
the Atlantic coast from Labrador to the Gulf, and along the shores 
of our great inland lakes. Notwithstanding its great geographical 

PLATE Liv; range, but little is known regarding its habits, and it has not been 
definitely determined whether it breeds within the United States. 

Trumpeter Swan. (Cygnus buccinator.) They spend their winters on the shores of the Southern States, 
Hie leaving for their northern breeding places some time in May, and 

returning early in September. 
The range of this magnificent bird is chiefly from the Missis- Coues says: ‘‘ No one of our species is more widely dispersed 

sippi valley, extending northward as far as the Pacific. than this. Go where we may in North America, the pretty bird 
According to Dr. Newbury: ‘* The Trumpeter Swan visits Cali- may be seen at one or another season, if we are not too far from 

fornia, with its congeners, the Ducks and Geese, in their annual any considerable body of water. The Gull holds its own from 
migrations; but, compared with the myriads of other water-birds the Labrador crags, against which the waves of an angered ocean 
which congregate at that season in the bays and rivers of the West, ceaselessly beat, to the low, sandy shores of the Gulf, caressed by 
it is always rare. Before we left the Columbia, early in Novem- the soothing billows of a tropical sea. It follows the sinuosities of 3
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WILSON’S PHALAROPE—LEAST TERN—PRAIRIE HEN—CEDAR BIRD. 81 

the two coasts with wonderful pertinacity, making excursions up hills of the Rocky Mountains, in Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Mis- 
every bay and estuary, and threads the course of all our three souri, Kansas, Nebraska, and Texas. They delight in broad 

great rivers, while performing its remarkably extensive migrations. open champaigns, where they congregate in flocks of several 
Considering in what high latitudes it breeds, it is astonishing how hundred, and feed upon orthoptera, green herbage, and in the 
early toward the fall it again appears among us after its brief absence. winter do serious damage in nipping the buds of fruit and other 
The last birds have not all left the United States in May; some trees. If allowed to flourish, they would prove the most effectual 
time in August the young come straggling back, though they are check to the grasshopper ravages in our Western States. As 
not numerous until the autumn has fairly set in.” soon as the winter is broken, usually in March or April, they 

commence pairing. Some favored locality is selected, where the 

males are accustomed to meet for the purpose of testin ir re- 

Gray or Wilson’s Phalarope. (Phalaropus wilsonit.) spective superiority. With tails Sree and ae ea 
Fig 4 to meet their expanded neck-feathers, and with wings distended 

: 2 and grating against the ground, they strut backward and forward 
This tnd is one of the largest and most elegant of all tne Pha- with the utmost pomposity, nursing and increasing their wrath, 

laropes. It is a rare bird throughout the Eastern States, but is and giving utterance to a series of loud, muffled boomings. This 
found in abundance in the Western, where it breeds in Iowa, Illi- peculiar noise is accomplished through the inflation of two small 

nois, Minnesota, to the north and northwest as far as the fur coun- orange-colored, bladder-like receptacles on each side of the neck. 
tries, and is exceedingly plentiful in the Mississippi valley. Its Drawing in the air until these bags become fully inflated, the bird 
nest is an exceedingly crude affair, usually laying their eggs in lowers its head, and gives out, in distinct succession, a series of 
the grass, selecting the borders of small ponds and reedy pools. booming sounds resembling the beating of a muffled drum, and, 

The eggs vary in ground color from a clay to a brownish drab, on still clear mornings, capable of being heard more than a mile. 
overlaid with many spots and blotches of a brownish drab. When the females congregate in response to this call, a furious 
Dr. Elliott Coues, in his ‘* Birds of the Northwest,” gives the fol- battle ensues among the male belligerents. Rising into the air 
lowing anecdote regarding them. He says: ‘‘ Three Phalaropes after the manner of game-cocks, they strike at each other with the 
came in great concern and alighted on the water where a dead utmost fury, sometimes several joining in a miscellaneous scrim- 

Avocet was floating, swimming back and forth, and almost caress- mage, until the weaker ones are forced to retire and the stronger 
ing it with their bill. The Avocet’s mate himself, who was not utterly exhausted. After the pairing, a coarse nest, rudely con- 

long in reaching the spot, showed no greater agitation than his structed of leaves and grass, is formed, hid away in the open plain, 
little friends and neighbors the Phalaropes did; and though it was or at the foot of some small bush. From eight to ten eggs are laid, 

only birds ‘of a low order of beings,’ who thus exhibited sym- varying in size, the largest about 1.80 by 1.25, of a very light 

pathy and grief, who could look on such a scene unmoved?” green ground, sometimes unmarked, sometimes spotted with fine 

brown markings. The female incubates from eighteen to twenty 
ime days, and when the young are hatched, their entire care devolves 

Least Tern. (Sterna supercéliarss.) upon the female. Ever on the alert, if her young charge is 

Fig. 5: threatened, she gives a low cluck as a signal of danger, when the 

brood instantly take to their wings, flying a short distance, then 

Audubon calls this beautiful little bird the Humming-bird of the dropping to the ground and remaining perfectly still, making it 

water-fowls, and indulges in a perfect ecstasy of enthusiasm in almost impossible to discover them. After the danger is over, a 

describing it. It is a common bird along the Atlantic coasts of second signal relieves them. But one brood is raised during the 
the United States, on the larger inland waters, up the Pacific coast season; though, if through any misfortunes the first laying is de- 

to California, and south into the Antilles and in Middle America stroyed, the female seeks out her mate, builds another nest, lays a 

generally. Their nests are various, sometimes masses of moss, new complement of eggs, and tries her fortune a second time. 

cunningly interwoven, bits of sea-grass gathered in a pile, or if Their flight is strong, regular, tolerably swift, and sometimes ex- 
these are not convenient, laying their eggs on the bare shingle. tended. They rise from the ground with a whirring sound, and 

The eggs are from one to three, colored so nearly like their sur- if they discover a sportsman, go with the utmost speed, and then 

roundings as to be barely discernible, varying from a pale greenish- suddenly drop into the grass. They feed mostly at the beginning 

white to a dull drab, marked with small spots and splashes of and close of day, using the mid-day for the purpose of a dust bath, 

brown. They are fearless in the defense of their young. Their when they lay and prune their feathers. The flesh is dark, having 

common notes resemble those of the Barn Swallow, and like them a gamy flavor, and, where not too common, is considered a great 

they eat upon the wing, though they frequently devour small fish treat. 

upon the beach. 

PLATE LVI. 

PLATE LV. 
Cedar Bird. (Ampelis cedrorum.) 

Pinnated Grouse—Prairie Hen. (Cupidonia cupido.) Fig. 1. 

This bird is common throughout all the wooded parts of North 

The Prairie Hen was once common throughout the Eastern America, and breeds from Florida to the extreme North. They 

States, particularly in localities destitute of much moisture and are eminently sociable and affectionate to each other, and are in- 

thinly covered with trees or shrubbery. A few are still found on variably found in flocks. They have no song, or one so indistinct 

Martha’s Island, around New York, and in New Jersey and Penn- as not to attract notice, but they possess a low, lisping utterance, 

sylvania. Like the Indian, they are from year to year crowded which they constantly give voice to. Inordinate feeders, they 

farther and still farther into the West, and if the wholesale de- have been known to gorge themselves until they became utterly 

struction of the last few years is continued, will ultimately become helpless and an easy prey ; and it is a curious sight to watch a flock 

very rare. They are at present found in great abundance all of them stripping some mountain ash when in its fullest fruitage. 

along the fertile prairies of the United States, almost to the foot They arrive in Northern New York long before the April snows
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have disappeared, and with their tufted crowns, beautiful plumage, 
and supple movements, make a most attractive picture. From : s 
their great fondness for cherries, they have received the name of The Shore Lark. (Zremophila alpestris.) 
Cherry-bird, and have suffered much unjust persecution from the Fig. 4. 
same cause, for they are entitled to a most generous repast in return 
for their servicesin keeping in check the myriad insect life. They The Shore Lark has a very extended range, and breeds from 
are particularly fond of the destructive canker-worm which makes Texas to Labrador. Where Sr eums anees are favorable, it re- 
such havoc with apple and elm trees. Although arriving at their uoSnS the peat round, even when the winters are of unusual 
breeding places early, it is not until about the first of July that they SeveU es During the season of Weoles the male bird has the 
commence building their nests. This curious anomaly in bird life habit of Bee almost perpendicularly in the als: wheeling up and 

; has awakened the curiosity of all ornithologists. Their nests are up in irregular circles until nearly out of sight, singing at intervals 
large and bulky, composed of a variety of materials, twigs, coarse a sweet and somewhat varied song, and then descending to the 
grass, and stems of vegetables, in which they lay five or six eggs, of very spot from whence he rose At this season the male bird is 
a light slate color, tinged with olive, and marked with dark purple also very pugnacious, engaging in frequent battles, in which sev- 
blotches, measuring about .85 by .7o of an inch. eral will join at the same time, fluttering, biting, and tumbling 

over each other in a confused manner. It is most emphatically a 
ground bird, never alighting upon trees, and its song, which is 

Black-throated Bunting. (Zusfiza americana.) alike short and sweet, is uttered when at rest and when on the 
: wing. It usually selects some mossy bed in which to build its 

ee: nest, which it hollows out and fills with fine grasses and a final 
A rare bird throughout New England, but unusually abundant in lining of feathers. Its eggs are from four to five in number, gray- 

the West, this little Bunting is usually found in open fields. It arrives ish in color, covered with spots of purplish-lavender. Before they 
in New York the last of May, and immediately commences to build can fly, the young, which in no way resemble their parents, leave 
its nest, which consists of coarse grasses and stems, lined with a finer their nests, and nimbly follow them for the purpose of being fed. 
and kindred material. It is sometimes built upon the ground, more The parent birds are very solicitous for their offspring, and will 
frequently a little above, in low bushes like blackberry brambles follow a ravisher of their nest long distances, uttering the most 
and wild roses. In the West they frequently mat together the tops plaintive cries. At the approach of danger they flutter away, 
of coarse prairie grasses, and construct their nests upon it. They feigning lameness, endeavoring to lead the intruder away from 
usually lay five eggs of a uniform light blue color, varying in size. their young. Their food consists of insects, the seeds of grasses 
During the summer they destroy immense numbers of caterpillars, and the blossoms of small flowers, and, when near the shore, of 
beetles, canker-worms, and other destructive insects, varying their crustacea. 
diet with the seeds of coarse grasses and weeds. They are always 
found in pairs, and even when preparing to migrate, keep up this Connecticut Warbler. (Oporornis agilis.) 
isolated family relation. Their song is more constant than musical. rie 
The note is a chip-chip-che-che-che, which they keep repeating 
over and over until it becomes wearisome. Wilson first discovered this rare and beautiful bird in the State 

from whence it derives its name, and during the many years which 
have intervened since his untimely death, but little additional in- 

Tit-lark—American Pipit. (Axthus ludovictanus.) formation has been gained. Audubon found but two specimens, and 
ied these in New Jersey. Within a few years it has been discovered in 

ne Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and in Illinois. It is exceed- 
The Tit-lark or American Pipit is one of the most abundant and ingly active in its habits, constantly hopping from one low bush to 

widely distributed of North American birds. Its range extends another, and emitting, without ceasing, the single note—fweet. 
from Florida to the arctic regions, from the Atlantic to the Pacific It is very fond of a small water-spider which it pursues, skimming 
oceans. It builds its nest about the middle of May, seeking open, the water after the manner of the Swallow. It also seeks its food 
bare, and exposed situations, usually the sides of some steep and in old fields, among dry, rank weeds, and in swampy places. 
precipitous chasm. Here, in some natural cavity, it gathers dry “ 
mosses and with coarse grass makes a nest about six inches in 
diameter, loosely put together, with a cavity of about two inches Fox-oolored Sparrow. (Passerella iliaca.) 
in the center. The eggs are from four to six, dark chocolate in Fi : : : 3 ig. 6. color, with small lines and streaks in black, measuring .75 by .62. 
The flight of this bird is easy and beautiful ; while upon the ground Throughout all the Northern and Western States, the Fox- 
it moves with great rapidity, jerking its tail like the Water-thrush. colored Sparrow is only a bird of passage, and is not known to 
Its song is clear, mellow, and very sweet, more subdued when on the breed in any State in the Union. They winter in the vicinity of : wing than when at rest. Its food is varied; in the interior consist- Washington and throughout the South. They begin their northern 
ing of insects and small seed, while on the banks of rivers or on pilgrimage, which is performed entirely by day, some time in the seashore they devour crustaceous and small shells, resorting at March, and return again to winter-quarters in October. They fly 
low tides to muddy flats, and in company with the small Sand- in small flocks of about a dozen, in a low but rapid, undulatory 
pipers, finding abundance of food. During incubations both birds manner, and haunt the outskirts of low thickets and the edges of 
sit in the same nest close together, and abandon it only at the last moist woods. They breed in the wooded districts of the fur 
moment of danger, and when driven from it they flutter only a few countries, and during this season the plumage of the male bird 
feet, uttering loud cries of lamentation, in which they are joined becomes sometimes an almost brilliant red. At this time, the male 
by their companions. also develops the most charming musical capabilities, his song be- 

coming loud, clear, and melodious, unsurpassed by any of the 
family of Finches. The nest is constructed on the ground and in 
trees, and is composed of coarse hay, lined with similar material 
of a finer quality, mixed with mosses and the hair of deer. They 
are large for the size of the bird, and when on the ground are
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HOUSE WREN—RED-EYED GROUND ROBIN—TROPIC BIRD. 83 ee pepe oe ashe ee ee ee ee 

usually placed at the foot of some creeping fir, and concealed from early in May, seeking some natural depression in the ground for 
view. _The eggs are five in number, of a pale green tint, blotched its purpose, building the edges of its nest even with the surround- 
Dyer with irregular spots of brown. When disturbed during in- ing surface, and filling the cavity with coarse stems and dry leaves 

cubation, they flutter away, imitating lameness. Their food con- without much attention to a finer lining. Great pains is taken to 
ons) of Gee and insects, and they imitate our domestic fowl in conceal the nest by some overhanging tuft of grass, and when the 
eating, scraping the ground with their feet for the purpose of bird is sitting it is very difficult to discover it. The eggs are usually 
turning up some dainty morsel. five in number, of a pale flesh color, thickly marked with specks 

of rufous, and are .98 by .80 of an inch in size. They are very 

affectionate to their young, evincing much anxiety when approached, 

House Wren. (Zroglodytes aédon.) and fearlessly thrusting themselves between them and any danger. 
: “In the Middle Atlantic districts, as Maryland for instance,” 

Bigs. says Coues, ‘‘the Towhee is chiefly a migrant, appearing in great 

This charming and familiar bird is common throughout the nine me a Ba ve i Apel ane - coutieniag aes 
United States, though not abundant in the more northern parts of fs of May sous ue tel) ao at pees eeete New England. It is not known to winter in any part of the Union, during the month of October. With the coming of other seed- 

commencing its migratory movements early in September. It arrives eaters, dom the aor See a he Tones suddewy ap: 
in the Northern States during the earlier days of May, and imme- peeae ear ane aie weeny oN “sunken ane 
diately commences preparations for the rearing of a family. Bold, ee His ey a hires vac Stabs peas ae ey 
sociable, and confiding, it has abandoned its prehistoric abiding to oe ie eg ees eee ee 
places, such as the holes of decaying trees, and taken to the habi- es a What ee Sos s ees ow Pe REE 
tations of man, using the eaves of houses, wood-sheds, even sitting- ith fi ; f ke a eH Fs ee ie gia yng ‘ 
rooms when accessible. Audubon tells the story of a pair who Piero enti Obra kena aa - sae into s emda a 
thus shared his own parlor, entertaining him with song, and in this pues ae ne Ss ee ee ae ee 
manner more than paying rent. They have been known to build love gid a nee pene ere Ean ie te . = ae 
in the sleeve of a coat hung against the wall, in clothes-line boxes, eating © ae an Basen th tee ee ee 

ey re) articles, | Atthe cavity eee that tek the at oe in search a Me Its which they may select prove too large, they fill the space unused 3a ee er a Ra ohne heard. Some cay inatin - les 
with sticks or other material convenient, contracting the entrance preeede the aes migrating ; thie aay enone Tee I 
until just sufficient to admit their wee ies. i: 3 - 
this seat a hemispherical whe ta Veoek onte aoe nae ee Pee ae nexee (peethet at Dots Se 
chitecture, composed of fine material, and warmly lined with only a partly reoeviows bird, Taree eetherinee being seldom 
feathers and the fur of animals. ‘The eggs number from seven to winced 2 ee ce the pose oe yr iaan 
nine, are rounded oval in shape, .6o by .s¢ of an inch in size, and plainer Sparrows, among which it shines without difficulty, 

with a white ground so thickly blotched with spots of reddish- denbiies pesenene Hee an ae goed Ways castor A 
brown and purple as to be almost obliterated. During incubation big folks, dust is 60 exasperstingly oppressive oie 
the song of the male Wren is constant, clear and loud, almost 

shrill, and uttered with the utmost animation and rapidity. Al- St See eee 

though so small, they are among the most pugnacious of our birds, 
and during courtship and marital life indulge in constant battles. 
Holding an undying enmity to the cat, they rarely let go an op- PLATE LVII. 
portunity to attack this cold-blooded and treacherous enemy. In 

their battles with birds of different kin, they frequently come off Tropic Bird. (Phaethon ethereus.) 

victorious, notwithstanding their diminutive size. Their food is 

entirely insectivorous, and they are among the farmer’s truest and Hilger 

pet tacnda This bird barely comes within the range of the birds of North 
America, as they are only casual visitors of the Gulf coast. As 

: i i ae implied in their name, they belong to the tropical zone. They 
Red-eyed Ground Robin—Chewink or Charee—Towhee Bunting. (2pi/o possess immense powers of flight, and have been observed as far 

BELLAGIO TTY north as latitude 40 degrees. They live almost entirely on the wing, 

Fig. 8 and are found many leagues out at sea, where they frequently pass 

the night sleeping on its bosom. Their food consists almost entirely 

The Towhee Bunting, Ground Robin, Chewink, or Charee, for of fish and other marine animals, which they drop upon from great 

by all these and other names is this bird known in different locali- heights. They also make easy prey of flying-fish as they dart from 

ties, has a range extending throughout the Atlantic States, and the water. They congregate in great numbers on rocky and de- 

westward to the great plains. Although migratory, it breeds in serted islands for the purpose of incubating, placing their nests on 

every State where it is known. It arrives in Northern New York the ground or among low trees and bushes, and laying but two eggs. 

about the first of May, returning to its winter haunts some time in Waterton, while at sea, shot one, and offering a guinea for its re- 
October. It is a solitary bird, usually seen only in pairs, though covery, tells us that ‘* a Danish sailor who was standing on the fore- 

when preparing for their yearly migration they gather in small castle, instantly plunged into the sea with all his clothes on and 
flocks. Its favorite haunt is some closely sheltered thicket, where swam toward the bird. Our people ran aft to lower down the jolly- 

: its time is busily spent in turning over leaves, searching the earth boat, but it was filled with lumber and had been well secured with 

for the insects and worms which constitute its food. Its note con- lashings for the passage home. Our poor Dane was now far astern, 

sists of a simple fowhee, from whence its name, though during the and in our attempt to tack ship she missed stays and we were obliged 
days of courtship the male will mount some elevated position and to wear her. In the meantime we all expected that the Dane had 

give utterance toa short but very sweet and melodious song. Wil- gone down into Davy’s locker ; but at last we fortunately came up 

son has undertaken to transpose this song into words, and it is as with him, and we found him buffeting the waves with the dead bird 

follows: #sh’d-uitee-te-te-te-te. It commences house building in his mouth.”



84 EGROT—MERGANSER—SANDPIPER—BAY-WINGED BUNTING. ee a ee 

Little White Egrot—Snowy Heron. (Ardea candidissima.) Bay-winged Bunting—Grass Finch—Field Sparrow—Vesper-bird. (2ooe- 
Tie = cetes gramineus.) 

This beautiful bird is found throughout the United States, from Fig. 8—Plate XLVIII. (Omitted on page 69.) a 
the Middle States southerly ; casually in Massachusetts, in Kansas, This charming little songster is found abundant throughout most 
Mexico, the West Indies, and Central and South America. It is all parts of North America. Fields, hedges, thickets, grassy hill- a constant resident of Florida and Louisiana, where many remain sides, and open valleys are its places of resort. It is a shy and 
during the breeding season. In their migrations they reach the timid bird, rarely ever approaching the habitations of man. Ac- 
Middle States early in May. At such times, they fly night and day cording to Nuttall, these birds in winter flock together in great : and in utter silence. Their favorite roosting and breeding places numbers in the Southern States, and mingling with the chipping 
are among the low bushes and trees which surround swamps and birds and other species, they now line the roads, fences, and strag- 
marshes. Eminently social, they band together in large coe gling bushes near the plantations in such numbers as, with their nities numbering several hundred, several building their nests on sober and brown livery, to resemble almost a shower of rustling and 
the same tree. The nest is composed of dry sticks, is rather small, falling leaves, continually haunting the advancing steps of the ‘ 
with a very shallow cavity, in which three eggs are placed, in color traveler in hungry, active flocks, driven by the storia of winter 

pale bluish-green and ees 1.62 by 1.25, the male ee into this temporary and irksome exile. But no sooner does the re- ; 
in incubation. Their food consists of eouaue eects) sonal, turn of early spring arrive, than they flit entirely from the southern 
shrimps, small lizards, and young frogs. When in good condition wilds, to disperse in pairs and seek out again their favorite natal q their flesh is said to be excellent eating. regions of the North. 4 

This species usually builds a nest on the ground in an open or 
Hooded Merganser. (Méergus cucullatus.) clover field, sheltered by some grassy tuft. It is built of grass, 

Figs. fine stalks, and withered leaves ; when lined, it is with horse-hair 
: or grass. It lays from four to six eggs, of a grayish-white thickly 

This bird is found throughout North America, and stray repre- spotted with a dull reddish-brown color. Coues says: ‘‘The female sentatives have been observed in Europe. It breeds all along the does not spring from her nest until almost trodden upon, when she 
great inland lakes and other bodies of fresh water, building its nest flutters in silence languidly away, repeatedly falling as if hurt, and in the holes of tall dead trees, sometimes as high as forty feet from arising again in hopes of drawing attention from the nest to herself; - j 
the ground. The number of eggs vary from eight to fourteen, are at a little distance she finally disappears in the herbage.” 
clear white in color, with shell so compact as to seem almost solid ‘Have you heard the song of the Field Sparrow,” asks John 

when struck together, and measuring about 2.30 by 1.80 in size. Burroughs, in his pleasing little volume entitled «* Wake Robin.” The care of incubating and raising the young devolves entirely “If you have lived in a pastoral country, with broad upland pas- 
upon the female, and in the discharge of the latter duty she evinces tures, you could hardly have missed him. Wilson, I believe, calls 

many resources. When suddenly surprised with any threatening him the Grass Finch, and was evidently unacquainted with his 
danger she signals her flock by a guttural, chattering cry, when powers of song. The two white lateral quills of his tail, and his they immediately dive beneath the waves and swim to the shore, habit of running and skulking a few yards in advance of you as 
hiding in its aquatic herbage. When passing from one body of you walk through the fields, are sufficient to identify him. Not in water to another she flies with the young in her mouth, taking them meadows or orchards, but in high, breezy pasture-grounds, will you 
one by one. So wary is she, in her motherly care, that none but | ook for him. His song is most noticeable after sundown, when | 
the most expert sportsman is enabled to outwit her. Their food other birds are silent, for which reason he has been aptly called the consists of minnows, small tadpoles, and aquatic insects. When Vesper Sparrow. The farmer following his team from the field at 

migrating, they fly at great height, usually in small flocks and with- dusk catches his sweetest strain. His song is not so brisk and 
out regard to order. Their vocabulary is confined to a sort at ee varied as that of the Song Sparrow, being softer and milder, sweeter croo, crooh, which the male uses in wooing, and the female in times and more plaintive. Add the best parts of the lay of the latter to 
of danger, usually repeating it several times in succession. The the sweet, vibrating chant of the Wood Sparrow, and you have 
flesh has a fishy taste, the half-grown birds being more desirable the evening hymn of the Vesper-bird—the poet of the plain, un- 

for food. adorned pastures. Go to those broad, smooth, up-lying fields, 
Spotted Sandpiper. (Zringoides macularius.) where the cattle and sheep are grazing, and sit down on one of the 

5 warm, clean stones, and listen to this song. On every side, near 
Beet and remote, from out the short grass which the herds are cropping, 

This is one of the most common and widely distributed of our the strain rises. T'wo or three long, silver notes of rest and peace, 
birds, breeding nearly throughout North America, and wintering in ending in some subdued trills or quavers, constitute each separate 
the Southern States, Central and South America, Brazil, and the song. Often you will catch only one or two of the bars, the breeze 4 

West Indies. It is a familiar bird, nesting in fields and orchards, having blown the minor part away. Such unambitious, uncon- 
usually near water, scratching a hollow in the earth, lining it with scious melody! It is one of the most characteristic sounds in na- 
a few pieces of straw or moss, and laying four creamy or clay- ture. The grass, the stones, the stubble, the furrow, the quiet 
colored eggs, which are adjusted with their small ends toward the herds, and the warm twilight among the hills, are all subtilely ex- 
middle of the nest. These eggs are about 1.40 by 1 inch in size, pressed in this song; this is what they are at least capable of.” 
the male assisting in incubating. Their song is a rapid, somewhat : 
shrill weet, weet, weet, varying into peet, weet, weet, weet, more 3 
frequently heard toward evening. The mother is very affectionate 
to her young, resorting to many dissimulations when they are : 
threatened with danger. They arrive in Northern New York about —_-+.__—- 
the first of May, and immediately forming their marital connec- 

tions, commence the work necessary to the raising a family. Their _ 4 
flight is rather low and swift, and when feeding they have a habit 
of balancing and wagging the tail whenever the young join or as 
soon as they are fledged.
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HAWKS—BLACK DUCK—BLACK-TAILED GODWIT—GOLDEN EAGLE. 88 

familiar to all sea-shore shooters, and immense numbers are yearly 

offered in all the Eastern markets. They are very wary, and swim 

PLATE LVIII. and fly with great velocity. Owing to this peculiarity, sportsmen 

resort to many stratagems in order to secure them; sometimes 

Sharp-shinned Hawk—Pigeon Hawk. (JVésus fuscus.) skulking along the sea-marshes where they are known to feed at 
: night, and in the gloaming mowing them down. Another method 

get is to build a bower near the water, and using tame ducks secured 

This beautiful little Hawk is one of the most common of the by a string for a decoy, entice the wild game within the reach of 

North American Falconide. Its geographical range covers the the gun, when allowing them to settle down upon the Rate 
entire continent from Hudson’s Bay to Mexico. It is one of the the attack, and thus secure three or four shots before the birds are 

most destructive birds, living almost entirely on smaller birds, out of reach. 

and extending its forays into the farm-yard. Its flight is peculiar— 

swift, spirited, and irregular, now soaring high into the air, then Hudsonian, or Black-tailed Godwit. (ZLimosa hudsonica.) 

suddenly sweeping close to the ground. It seems to advance by 
sudden dashes, and when once its prey is discovered, will pounce Fig. 4. 
upon it with a swiftness which makes escape impossible. It usuall % 5 3 ‘ 

builds its nest in thickets of spruce or hemlock, using fine a cee wee ee the Ualted Sites. 
and bits of scaly bark, and rarely lining them with any more It is, however, more frequent along the Atlantic coast, though rarely 

pliable substance. These nests are shallow and broad, containing eee farinee sot ane Jersey i Hines ashe fat nou 
four or five eggs, ground color white with large blotches of sepia ait : aoe aaa = —— = ot to = a Aung: 

running into each other, and measuring about 1.35 by 1.15 inches. f ee = ae =e us bein of silicate - act of 
The same nest is used year after year, and if the female is robbed eae &B88> fom. us nderson Tivets ave in the Smithsonian Insti- 

of her eggs she immediately replaces them. The male assists in eS . — oe eo eee * 
incubating. Notwithstanding the great abundance of these birds cue Oy 8 out ri Je ie ground ot Giese cee. 

the nests are but rarely met with ; Audubon having found three, and = heavily shaded Gives dea: a samen darker 

Wilson and Nuttall none at all. Dr. Brewer describes several more: = THis Apesise srongly resenbies we a Godyit 
which were discovered by more recent ornithologists. of Europe, but may be distinguished by its inner wing-coverts, 

which are black. 

Broad-winged Hawk, or Buzzard. (Buteo pennsylvanicus.) 

Fig. 2. 

PLATE LIX. 
This Hawk, though nowhere very common, is distributed over 

eastern North America, from the Mississippi, north to the British Golden Eagle—Ring-tailed Eagle. (Aguc/a canadensis.) 

Provinces and south as far as Florida. It is also found in Cuba : 

and Central America. It arrives at the north about the first of Figs t: 

May and returns to winter quarters early in October. It prefers The Golden Eagle is an inhabitant of all North America north 
wild and lonely districts, where, soaring above some somber forest of Mexico, of Europe, and of Asia. Its favorite haunts are in the 

of pine and hemlock, it will for hours hover, wae BEC extreme north, though it nidifies in Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 
giving utterance ie) a shrill aa key, ky-ah, ky-ah-ke-ee. Its food mont, and in the Adirondack regions of New York. The nests 
consists of small birds, reptiles, insects, and squirrels. Fierce in are used for many years in succession, and the older they grow, 

the defense of its nest, it has been known ‘to attack man with intense the more formidable appearance do they present. A. projecting 

rage, and not to surrender until life itself was extinct. _lts nest is shelf of rock, jutting from some inaccessible cliff, and many feet 

rarely found, and is composed of coarse sticks and twigs loosely from the earth, is selected; though, when nature fails to provide 
wattled together, and lined with bits of bark and a few leaves and such a place, tall pines or other evergreens are made to do service. 

feathers. The eggs vary from three to five, and measure about 2.10 A platform, from six to eight feet, is first laid, upon which a quan- 

by 1.61 inches, slightly rounded oval, of a grayish or dirty white, tity of dried sticks and twigs are placed lengthwise, the interstices 
covered with many blotches of various colored brown. Its flight is filled in with smaller twigs, mosses, dry grass, and over the center 
easy, gliding with closed wings in long circles, or propelling with an extra layer of the two latter materials is evenly spread. The 
short rapid strokes until great speed is attained. It usually flies female is usually the architect, the male bringing the material for 
singly, and when its appetite is appeased, will rest for hours upon her use. When first constructed, the nest is small; but every 
the top of some favorite hemlock or spruce. year a new layer, varying from six to eighteen inches, is added, 

and nests more than six feet in height have been discovered. The 

female lays from one to three eggs, varying in size from 2.65 by 

Dusky Duck—Black Duck. (Avas obscura.) 2.15 to 3.50 by 2.50inches. The ground color is whitish, variously 
Fig. 3 spotted, speckled, and splashed with colorings that range from a 

rich red-brown to umber. The food consists of ducks, rabbits, 

The Dusky Duck is one of the most abundant water-birds in mice, partridges, the fawn of deer, and other small animals. 

eastern North America, where it breeds from Labrador to Texas. Though frequently captured, they have never been more than 

It is only partially migratory, spending its winters in the bays and partially tamed, and resent with the utmost fierceness the least 

small creeks of the New England coast. Its nest is usually built approach at familiarity. Cleanly in all their habits, after partak- 

early in May, a meadow near a pond or stream being the favorite ing of food they take especial pains to remove every stain of 

locality, and is composed of pieces of grass and weeds neatly blood from their feathers. When in the act of feeding, they drop 

arranged, nearly eighteen inches in diameter and four or five in their wings, and grasping the food with the talons of either leg, 

depth, and lined with the parents’ down and feathers. The eggs tear it to pieces with their beak. The flight of the Golden Eagle 

vary from seven to ten in number, are of a dirty yellowish-white is powerful, and is capable of long continuance. MacGillivray, in 

in color, and average about 2.30 by 1.60 inches. This bird is a poetic outburst in praise of the Golden Eagle, says that ‘‘in ten



86 AMERICAN SWAN—MARSH TERN—ROSS’ GULL—SPIRIT DUCK. 

minutes he has progressed three miles;” and adds, ‘over the shore, coming inland for food. The cry of these birds is rough 
moors he sweeps at the height of two or three hundred feet, bend- and sharp, often repeated from their desire of keeping in close 
ing his course to either side, his wings wide spread, his neck and company, and so loud as to be heard at great distances. Their 
feet retracted, now beating the air, and again sailing smoothly food consists largely of insects, a black water-spider proving a 
along. Now he ascends a little, wheels in short curves, presently great dainty with them. In incubating, no nest is made, the female 
rushes down headlong, assumes the horizontal position when close depositing three eggs in the dried rushes found in the salt marshes, 
to the ground, prevents being dashed against it by expanding his and far enough inland to be beyond the reach of the tide. The 
wings and tail, and grasping a poor terrified Ptarmigan that sat eggs are of a greenish color, marked with irregular splashes of 
cowering among the gray lichens, squeezes it to death, raises his very dark umber, and measuring about 1.75 by 1.12 inches. The 
head exultingly, emits a clear shrill cry, and, springing from the parents are longer incubating than birds hatched upon the sand, 
ground, pursues his journey.” and the young, until the following winter, have different markings 

from the parent birds. Audubon tells us that ‘when an accident 
happens to the female during the breeding season, her mate mani- 

Se eee fests a most affectionate concern; but the female in such a case 
acts differently. On shooting several males on various occasions, 

PLATE LX. whether they were killed outright, or fell wounded on the earth or 
the water, I observed that the female would only take a round as 

; ce Es she rose above the reach of shot, and move off at once to some 
Be EA Gia (Cygne americemss) considerable distance; but when the female dropped, if on the 

Fig. 1. water, the male would plunge headlong toward her, and alighting 

The American Swan is unknown in the United States in its incu- by her side, would do all in his power to aid her in Soe 
bating season, but during the winter months it is plentiful along ge flying off. If she fell on the ground, he would alight there, 
the Pacific coast, and it also winters in limited numbers in Chesa- en dle Di ie same marks of oreo US anes ap —s fo the 
peake Bay. They breed within the Arctic Circle, choosing some gunner the best opportunity of destroying him. 
marsh, where, in a tussock of grass, sometimes completely sur- : 
rounded by water, they lay two eggs. These eggs have a rough- 
ened surface, in color of a dull, dirty white, with more or less of Ross’ Guil—Wedged-tailed Gull. (2hodostethia rosea.) 
brownish markings, measuring about 4.50 by 2.75 inches. Some eed 
time in July ne moult, and 2 at such times they ee to 

fly, the natives find little trouble in capturing them. The flesh, Almost absolutely nothing is known regarding this bird. There 
when in proper condition, is said to be tender, well-flavored, and is no record of its pees in the a oon and up to 1865 
excellent. They commence their southern migrations in October, but five specimens were known. It is confined to the polar world, 
when the weather is propitious, and mounting high into the air in and has been observed in zones of water beyond 82° latitude. One 
the shape oe . V, e ae ae ie launch out for or two have been seen in England. MacGillivray first mentioned 
amore genial clime. It is claimed that in these journeys a dis- the bird in 1826, and later, Dr. Richardson, in the Fauna Boreali- 
tance of more than one hundred miles per hour is frequently at- Americana, says that ‘*two specimens of this Gull were killed on 
tained. Their food consists of duck-grass, worms, insects, and the coast of Melville Peninsula, on Sir Edward Parry’s second 

shell-fish, and while feeding, one is always delegated to act the voyage, one of which is preserved in the Museum of the Univer- 
part of sentinel. They are very shy birds, and have some means sity of Edinburgh. Commander Ross, in his Zoological Appendix 
of signaling which as yet remains undiscovered. When dressing to Sir Edward Parry’s narrative of his most adventurous boat voy- 
their oo oe’: and eae their wild cries age toward the Pole, relates that several were seen during the 
may be heard several miles. According to Dr. Sharpless, quoted journey over the ice north cf Spitzbergen, and that Lieutenant 
in Audubon, ‘their notes are extremely varied, some closely re- Fone as found the species in Wayzait Straits, which is proba- 
sembling the deepest bass of the common tin-horn, while others bly one of its breeding places.” 
run through every modulation of false note of the French-horn or 
clarionet.” 

Mao SHeuchs supemuendent of Spring Grove Cemetery, ‘1 | Buffalo-headed Duck—Bufile-head—Butter-ball—Dipper—Spirit Duck. Cincinnati, writes us as follows: ‘‘There are now six fine speci- (Bucephala albeola.) 
mens of the American Whistling Swan, on the lakes at the ceme- 
tery. They were captured about three years ago on the Potomac Fig. 4. 
river. Some of these birds have a yellow patch on the base of the : : Men 
bill anterior to the eye, while others again have lost this mark dur- Until recently this Duck was supposed not to breed within the 
ing the last year. On young birds, this spot is reddish. Although United States, but Dr. Coues states that he has reason to believe 
very suitable localities are afforded these birds, they have not as that it nests in Northern Dakota. In the spring and Buses 
yet shown any sign of breeding, while the Trumpeter Swans have a very common bird all along our coasts, where it associates with 
been breeding in the same vicinity the past twelve years, and about other Ducks. It is ansexpere diver, and 4s so wary that only the — 
fifty have been reared and distributed through the United States.” most expert gunner is enabled to bag it. When feeding, one 

always remains as sentinel, while the others dive in search of food. 5 
In case of an alarm the sentinel gives a sharp quack, when all rise 

Marsh Tern. (Sterna aranea.) to the surface, and learning the eae of the pea immediately 
Fig. 2. dive again, and, under water, swim off to a distance of several hun- 

dred feet. It flies with great velocity, and when on the wing gives 
The Marsh Tern is a rare visitor along the Atlantic coasts of utterance to a quick succession of guttural ‘‘quacks! quack! 

New York and New England. According to Audubon, it is pretty quack!” It builds a feathery nest some distance from the ground, 
abundant about the salt-marshes of the mouths of the Mississippi selecting a dead tree for the purpose, and lays from five to eight 
in the beginning of April, which it reaches by following the Gulf eggs. The eggs are without markings, in color a compromise be- 
shores from Texas ard from still further south. Its journeys are tween a creamy white and a grayish-olive, and measure about 2 by 
performed over the waters of the sea, a few hundred yards from 1.50 inches. Its food consists principally of fish, which gives a
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GOOSE—MARSH WREN—ROYAL TERN—PHALAROPE—AMERICAN AVOCET. 87 ee a eee eee 
peculiar and, to a dainty palate, not pleasant flavor to the flesh. species is very shy, and when captured, very pugnacious. They 
From the circumstance of its fat, plump, little body, it is sometimes are frequently found several miles out at sea, but prefer low, shal- 
called Butter-box as well as Butter-ball. low shores, where they find abundant food in crabs and kindred 

marine animals. Their flight is strong and capable of long con- 
tinuance, and when at a great height they will plunge toward the 

—_>>———_ water with speed almost incredible, and capture their prey. Their 
notes are very harsh, resembling, according to Audubon, the syl- 
lables ‘‘ kwe-reek,” which they repeat several times in succession, 

PLATE LXI. and so loud as to be heard at the distance of half a mile or more. 
They seem to make no nest, dropping two eggs on the bare sand. 
These eggs measure about 2.75 by 1.81, are rather sharp at the 

White-fronted Goose—Speckle-belly. (Anser albifrons.) smaller end, of a pale yellowish ground color, spotted with dark 
: umber and faint purplish marks. The young are easily distinguished 

Reut from the old in having a yellow, instead of a bright red bill, and 

The White-fronted Goose is generally distributed over the United epetied: HIMBIB EE: 
States, even reaching as far south as New Orleans. None, how- 
ever, are known to breed within her borders. Their favorite win- ee 
tering place is along the California coast, where they may be found Hed) Hhalaropesy C/2iax opus. ulectersas) 
in immense numbers. They leave for their northern breeding : “= 
places as soon as snow disappears in the spring. According to ae 
Richardson, these breeding places are in the woody districts north This bird is generally distributed over the northern part of the 

ef ae Ese parallel, eae Hom Yarice to the Arctic ocean. Beyond Northern Hemisphere, seeking very high latitudes for the purpose 
* slight depression in the sand they make no nests, eee lay from of breeding, and migrating to the tropics during the winter. Its 
bie l0 ren ss dhe eggs ate about 93-30 by 2.10 inches, dull range is more particularly confined to the coasts, though Audubon 
— 2 eolor, wa a Shade of green, and marked with darker shot his first specimens in Kentucky. It is also an inhabitant of tints. The flesh is much sought after for the table. Dr. Coues the north and east of Europe, being found in great abundance in 
states that they have learned to distrust the approach of horses, but Siberia, upon the banks of the lakes and rivers of these regions, have no fears of horned cattle, and that hunters take advantage of and on the borders of the Caspian Sea. Their flight is very 
this fact, hiding themselves behind a bullock which they drive rapid, closely resembling the Sandpiper’s. They rarely dive, but 

ee ge at hes Hey shoo! them in immense numbers. swim with great rapidity. The nest consists of a hole or slight 
depression in the ground, which they line with withered vegeta- 

tion, and in which from three to four eggs are laid. These eggs 
Short-billed Marsh Wren. (Céstothorus stellarés.) vary so in color and markings that it is difficult to describe them. 

5 The ground colors are sometimes dark greenish-olive, at othef 
Fig. 2. times light grayish-drab, with very bold and heavy markings of 

This bright little bird inhabits the eastern province of the United Soe ee pone a ee ee 
States, Massachusetts being its northern range, and extending west ys ea neh eS Bes HES y BCCorcing, Bao oP PB 

as far as the Platte. It winters in the Southern States and Mexico. canDe 

It reaches its northern limit early in May, and immediately after : ; ce ; 
pairing, commences to build its nest, which is constructed of grasses Plmoricalt | \VOOGt ie stecued: gosta Gm caeae ay) 
and sedges, pensile, being suspended in the tops of grassy tufts in Fig. & 
marshy meadows. With great ingenuity these materials are woven 

into a spherical form, with a small entrance on one side just under This bird inhabits the United States and British Provinces, 
the greatest bulge of the nest. A thin lining of the soft fibers of breeding throughout these regions. It is rare in New England, 

eleyced is added. “The eggs au aon eee Cet pews, and winters on our southern borders, touching Guatemala. It is 

oe ovine extremely thin and fragile, aud measuring 57 most abundant along the Mississippi valley, and from thence west- 
es Pied rarely viel cultivated ground, passing ward to the Rocky Mountains. Their favorite location is a shal- 

its life in marshy meadows. Its presence is heralded by a lively low, reedy pond, through which they like to wander, up to the 

and constantly repeated song, resembling ‘* tsh, tship a day, day, belly in the water, with a graceful, deliberate step, and a constant 
day, day,” accompanied by alternate depressions and elevations of swaying of the head and neck. When they are disturbed, they 

ee Ot, ed giving ta the ttle musician a comical ap- rise from the water, stretch back their long legs as a counter- 
pearance. Its food is almost wholly confined to coleopterous in- poise to their equally long neck, and uttering a peculiar «click, 
sects. Mr. Samuels says that a peculiarity of this bird is its habit click, click,” flip leisurely to a little distance, and again alight, 
of building a number of nests in the same season, it is believed for Lolding their long wings for an instant almost upright, and then 

eS se prob chon, a8 whet @ person: scafchea for deliberately folding them into proper place. Their nests are built 

ere ee 0 eeoy the intrader to the neigh- in thick tufts of grass, composed of the same material in a dried 
tee” ie OF these exnply oles: state, and lined with softer fibers of the same. The eggs are usually 

four in number, the ground color ranging from a dark olive toa 
brownish-drab, evenly marked with spots of chocolate brown, and 

Cayenne Tern—Royal Tern, (Sterna regia.) measuring about 2.00 by 1.37 inches. Its food consists of marine 

S worms, snails, and the various insects that abound among soft 

Bigs: muddy bottoms. 

This bird is found upon the southern portions of the Atlantic z 

coast, reaching its northern limit on Long Island. It is found in ae ee 
the Gulf of Mexico, on the Pacific coast as far north as California, 
and in South America on the coasts of Brazil and Peru. This



eo 

88 AMERICAN WIDGEON—GREEN-WINGED TEAL—AMERICAN SNIPE—THRUSHES. 

the purpose of breeding. Dr. Lewis, in his entertaining ** Ameri- 
can Sportsman,” tells us that ‘‘if the sportsman should, at early 

PLATE LXII. dawn, or even at mid-day, during the season of incubation, visit 
the low meadows frequented by these birds, he will probably see 

American Widgeon—Baldpate. (MMareca americana.) one or both of a pair mounting high in the air in a spiral manner, 
beating their wings, or sailing around in rapid circles until they 

Fig. 1. have gained a hundred yards or more in height; then clasping each 
other, they whirl around, flapping their wings with great velocity, 

This bird is an inhabitant of North America, breeding in various and then dropping in mid-air, give utterance to a low twittering or 

parts of the United States, and passing its winters in Cuba and the rather rolling sound, supposed to be produced by the action of the 
contiguous territories southwest. It breeds in great abundance in wings upon the air in their rapid descent.” In its more northern 
Dakotah and Montana. From the great delicacy of its flesh, rank- breeding places, the Snipe does not begin to lay its eggs until July, 
ing next in flavor to the Canvas-back, it is much sought after by selecting the swampy part of some extensive morass, where it hol- 
sportsmen. In the Chesapeake and Potomac it is a constant com- lows a place in the moss, and lays four eggs, placing the small 

panion of the Canvas-back, depending largely on the latter for its ends together. These eggs are moderately pyriform, the ground 
supply of food. Possessing superior powers of diving, the Wid- color of a grayish-olive, with numerous markings of umber-brown, 
geon watches this duck until it brings to the surface the tender roots and measuring about 1.60 by 1.12 inches. Like the Woodcock, it 

of the water-celery, when it instantly filches the dainty morsel and probes the soft earth with its bill, searching for worms and animal- 
appropriates it to its own use. During the daytime they rarely cules, varying its diet with water-insects, leeches, and grasshoppers. 
feed, remaining listlessly on the sand flats or screened by the Being a voracious feeder, it is obliged to constantly shift its ground, 
herbage of the marshes; but when night approaches they may be and where food is abundant, becomes an easy prey to the sports- 
heard in large numbers repairing to their favorite feeding-grounds. man. ‘They are very fickle in all their movements, and where nu- 

Their flight is swift, well sustained, and generally in small flocks. merous to-day, may not be found at all on the morrow. When 

Their nests are placed upon the ground, in which from eight to approached, the Snipe hugs closely to the ground, but, emitting a 
twelve eggs are laid, in color of a dull, pale buff, and measuring strong scent, is winded at a great distance by a good dog. When 

2.00 by 1.50 inches. Wilson says they have a peculiar whistle sprung, it takes wing very hastily, and flying in rapid, zigzag lines, 
resembling ‘‘ whew, whew,” while Audubon’s ear could only is the despair of inexperienced shots. 
detect the word ‘‘ sweet,” enunciated as if produced by a flute or E 
hautboy. 

Long-billed, or Louisiana Water Thrush. (Securus ludovicianus.) 
Green-winged Teal. (Querguedula carolinensis.) z 

Fig. 4. 
Fig. 2. 

d 3 — This bird is mostly confined to Eastern United States, though it 
This bird inhabits the whole of North America, extending its has been found as far west as Kansas. It rarely reaches farther north 

northern range as far as Greenland, wintering in Cuba, Mexico, than Massachusetts, spending its winters in the Southern States, 
and as far south as Honduras. It is a fresh-water bird, though it is Cuba, Jamaica, and Guatemala. Audubon is profuse in praise of 
sometimes met with in marine bays and lagoons. _ Its food consists its powers of song. He says: ‘As much and justly as the song ; 
of the seeds of grasses, small acorns, berries, aquatic insects, and of the Nightingale is admired, I am inclined, after having often 
small snails. Audubon says that its flesh is delicious, the best of listened to it, to pronounce it in no degree superior to that of the 
any of its tribe, and after having fed a few weeks on the wild oats Louisiana Water Thrush ;” and he adds, that «the bird may be ob- 
of Green Bay or the soaked rice in the fields of Georgia and the served, perched on a low bough scarcely higher than the top of 
Carolinas, is much superior to the Canvas-back in tenderness, the canes, in an erect attitude, swelling his throat, and repeating 
juiciness, and flavor. On the wing they are alike the most grace- several times in succession, sounds so approaching the whole ten 
ful, and with the exception of the Mergansers, the swiftest of any octaves of a good piano-forte, as almost to induce the hearer to im- 
of the tribe. They spend most of their time, after their hunger is agine that the keys of that instrument are used on the occasion. 
appeased, on sandbars or clean parts of the shore, where they | The bird begins on the upper key, and progressively passes from 
dress their feathers and bask in the warm sun. Their nests are one to another, until it reaches the low note, this last frequently 

composed of a bed of grasses and mud mixed together, and lined being lost when there is the least agitation in the air.” The flight 
with their own feathers. The eggs are from five to seven in num- of this Water Thrush is very graceful and easy, and when it walks, 
ber, of a uniform creamy buff color, measuring about 2.00 by 1.50 its tail is constantly on the move. It builds its nest at the roots of 
inches. It is difficult to conceive why the popular name of trees, or on the side of decayed logs, forming it of dry leaves, and 
‘«Green-winged” should be given to this bird, as its wings have lining it with fine grass and hair. From four to five eggs are laid, 
but little green upon them. of a rosy blush in color, speckled all over, and measuring about 

-69 by .59. 

American Snipe—Wilson’s Snipe. (Gal/inago wilsoni.) 

o Short-billed Water Thrush. (Sezurus noveboracensis.) 
ig. 3 

Fig. 5. 
This favorite game-bird is very widely distributed over North | 

America, ranging to the south as far as South America, inhabiting This bird is an inhabitant of Eastern North America, occasion- 
the West Indies, and breeding from the Middle and New England ally found as far west as Montana and Washington Territory. Its. . 
States northward. Many winter in the Carolinas, resorting to the favorite haunts are near some brook, pond, or river, where it spends ; 
rice-fields in large flocks. They commence to migrate early in its time wading in the shallows in search of the aquatic insects on ; 
March, stopping to gather the dainty tidbits with which the oozy which it feeds. It is very shy and darts out of sight at the most 
marshes of Delaware and New Jersey abound, and in April spread- careful approach. When tired of feeding, it will perch on some ‘ 
‘ag themselves throughout the interior of the upland countries for favorite branch overhanging the water, and pour forth a song at 

;
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once sweet, expressive, and charming. This song always com- following, they are found in great abundance, feeding in the salt- 
mences with loud, clear, and vivacious notes, falling in almost im- marshes or along the muddy and sedgy shores of tide rivers. 
perceptible gradations until they are scarcely articulated. Its nest, Their food consists of larvae, worms, minute shellfish, and aquatic 
like that of the Long-billed Water Thrush, is built in the side of a insects; and in search of these they thrust their flexible and awl- 
decayed log, or at the foot of some tree, and is composed of dry shaped bills into the mud in the manner of Snipe and Woodcock. 
leaves, moss, fine grasses, and lined with hair. The eggs are When disturbed by the hunter they give a slender “‘ peep,” imme- 

usually five in number, of a delicate flesh color, spotted with light diately followed by a lisping whistle, and a general rising on the 
reddish-brown, and measuring about .81 by .63. wing. At the approach of night, in fair weather—we quote from 

Nuttall—‘‘ the marshes almost re-echo with the shrill but rather 
murmuring or lisping, subdued, and querulous call of ‘ peet,’ 

Roseate Tern. (Sterna dougalls.) and then a repetition of ‘pe-dee, pe-dee, dee-dee,’ which seems 
; to be the collecting cry of the old birds calling together their 

Eig e: brood; for, when assembled, the note changes into a confused mur- 

The Roseate Tern is found all along the Atlantic, from Massa- Hie OF SPeek, Hedi quences by ¥ snr and Sup preeced Sete 

chusetts to Florida, though none are known to winter within the 

United States. It is also found in Europe, where it inhabits the f 

sandy shores of Norway. From their light and graceful move- a ee 

ments, Audubon called them the Humming Birds of the Sea. This Fi 

bird is at all times restless and noisy, and when its breeding place 

is approached, emits many sharp, shrill cries, resembling the syl- In size and general form this bird resembles the Turnstone, dif- 
lable “crak 1” Its food Consists of tees small fish, moluscous fering only in the prevalence of the dark color on the head, breast, 
animals, and shrimps. It will pursue insects, like the Flycatchers, and upper parts. Professor Baird, in the ninth volume of the 

on the wing. In incubating, no nest is made, the eggs being laid United States Pacific Railroad Explorations, tells us that in the 
upon the rocks among roots and grasses, and in fair weather left museum of the Philadelphia Academy is a specimen from India 
to the heat of the sun. These eggs are usually three in number, which is exactly like this bird, with others, apparently from Europe, 
longish oval shape, dull buff or clay in color, sparingly sprinkled which approach it very nearly. Beyond being an inhabitant of 

uicifercus tints of umber and light purple; and measuring about the Pacific coast, but little is to be gleaned regarding it. Its habits 
1:75 by zd inches, and are delicious cannes ithe delicate and are undoubtedly identical with that of the S. zwterpres, which is 
beautiful tint of the breast begins to fade immediately after death. described in another part of the present work. 

Its flight is swift and graceful, dashing boldly into the water in pur- 

suit of game, and reascending without apparent effort. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper. (Zryngites rufescens.) eae 

Fig. 7. 

ae Canvas-back Duck. (/uligula vallisneria.) 

This bird is found throughout North America, but is known only 

in the United States as a migrant, breeding in Alaska and in the Fig. 1. 

interior regions of the fur countries, and wintering in South America. 4 : , 

During ce fall migrations they become very fat, their food con- Notwithstanding the renown attained by the Canvas-back Duck, 
sisting of grasshoppers and other insects. The nidification is very alike the delight of the sportsman and the joy of the epicure, its 
simple, the nest consisting of a slight depression in the ground, history is still in great obscurity. This bird is not known to nest 
lined with a few dried grasses and leaves. The eggs are usually ao Fo a by Pee 

i i i ff ay, drab, or oliva- @ : 

ee an tee nee ve ei Northern States northward, but so far no naturalist has made 

But little is known of its habits, though, ener to Hone it has Ege ie Re ee ee 
i i ris known to frequent the y , : 

ee Sees a of a pale blue color, with an olivaceous tinge, quite smooth to the 

touch, and quite thin and brittle. Its dimensions are 2.54 by 1.78 

inches.” 

Least Sandpiper. (Zringa minutilla.) The Canvas-back is found all over North America, but is very 
rare in New England. It is a remarkable example of certain 

Fig. 8 foods in imparting quality and flavor to the flesh. When taken in 

the Chesapeake and a few other localities, its flesh has a flavor 

This little bird is abundant throughout the United States, unsurpassed by any of its kind, while in less favored spots it in no 
especially during the migratory seasons. It reaches the Middle wise transcends the ordinary sea Ducks. The superiority is due to 

States from South America, where it winters, the last of April, and the plant called wild celery, which grows abundantly in the Ches- 

immediately passes to the more northern sections of the continent apeake, and on which they feed. It is an aquatic plant, grow- 

for the purpose of breeding. Dr. Richardson says, that on the ing entirely beneath the water, with long, narrow ribbon-like 

21st of May it was observed as far north as latitude 66°. One of its leaves. Its botanical name is Vallisneria spiralis, and from its 

favorite places of nidification is the rock-bound coast of Labrador. being the favorite food of the Canvas-back is recognized in the 

Here, in some half-sheltered nook, is fashioned a little mossy home, specific name of the bird. Wherever this plant abounds, the ducks 

just large enough to hold four buffy yellow-brown and drab spotted acquire the peculiar flavor which makes them so famous. 
eggs. aia size of a ee eggs a very large, pai arrive in the ae and its irae about a last 

measuring about .96 by .75 inches. As soon as their young‘are of October, and are allowed to remain unmolested for some days. 

hatched they leave for more genial quarters, arriving along the They only eat the buds and roots at the base of the plants, and 

New England coast in August, where, during that month and the consequently have to dive constantly for their food. Though found
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in great numbers, the Canvas-back is very shy and wary, and formed so suddenly as almost to be imperceptible. Some curious 

very difficult to approach, except through some cunning stratagem ; observer has computed the number of insects they consume in a 

and whether sleeping by night or feeding in the daytime, always single day, which reach the astonishing number of six thousand. 

has a sentinel on the lookout for intruders. They may be distin- Their flight is very graceful. MacGillivray has drawn so charm- 
guished, when on the water, from all other ducks, by their con- ing a picture that we present it entire. He says: ‘* But see! there 

stant habit of diving for food; and when on the wing they fly in a comes the Sand Martin, skimming along the surface of the brook, 
wedge-like form, at a great height, and with considerable velocity ; gliding from side to side, deviating by starts, now sweeping over 

and when wounded, they instantly dive to great depths and swim the bank, wheeling across the road, making an excursion over the 
immense distances under water. cornfield, then rising perpendicularly, slanting away down the 

Pairs of Canvas-back Ducks sometimes weigh as much as twelve wind, fluttering among the spikes of long grass, and shooting off 

pounds, and the price ranges from two to four dollars per pair, into the midst of a multitude of its fellows. 
according to season and supply. Formerly enormous swivel guns 

were used for their destruction; but this mode of slaughter is now 
‘ forbidden by law. Many ingenious methods for hunting the Can- Cliff Swallow—Eave Swallow. (Hirundo lunifrons.) 

vas-back have been invented, all of which are duly detailed in the = 

numerous sporting books and papers published in this country. 1B 3 

Considerable discussion has arisen among ornithologists regard- 

ing the early history of this bird. It was unknown to Wilson, and 
Bank Swallow—Sand Martin. (Cotyle riparia.) up to 1820 no mention of it can be found anywhere. It is now 

known to be distributed throughout North America, breeding north a s g 
ce of Pennsylvania to the Arctic regions, and east and west from shore 

i : to shore. The rapid multiplication of the Eave Swallow is prob- 
BAeiOy Deon abe mice Waly copmopoliten than the Bank Swal> | iy due to the wulipliel magne ie 0 low. It is common throughout North America, the Bermudas, 5 ee ae z 5 : ee ae kept companionship with man in his work of subduing the earth, the Greater Antilles, Costa Rica, Brazil, in the British Islands, the : ll di Holeoh Murope. andan Africa. Unlike most of the Swallow aie and wherever he has erected a shelter, this Swallow has used its 

mee F a : : 3 eo Z jutting eaves as a place beneath which to rear its young. It has it pays little regard to man, never seeking his habitations for a : : : also made null one of the arguments of a certain class of philoso- shelter; but among themselves, few birds present closer or more z : : ‘ : : phers, who seek to prove the absence of reasoning powers in ani- lasting ties. They are boon companions banded together, seem- , . oo é “aa: (i mals with the assertion that the forms of their habitations have ingly governed by a code of laws, building thickly populated ham- hanged. ‘The primal neat of tlie Haye Swalloe =eneniiele 
lets, and year after year returning regularly to their natal homes, ae eee P ; : ' ; di or, if they desert these homes, doing so in complete masses with- against a cliff, was a remarkably ingenious affair, constructed in 

1 Be Fara ee 1s Henna the shape of a retort, arched over at the top, projecting in front, 
CUS o ape 2 Sue = Seeker ioe with an inclosed passage-way opening at the bottom. Abandoning The Bank Swallow arrives in the fortieth parallel from the rst A : é : : : : their old breeding places, they have also abandoned their old archi- to the roth of May, in companies of from fifty to seventy-five pairs. Hei 
If a new city is to be founded, they use due deliberation in select- eae : 3 5 5 7 ; The Eave Swallow arrives at its northern breeding places about ing the proper site. One of the most essential conditions is con- : or es the first of May, and after a brief courtship, mates, and commences tiguity to some stream. Steep banks of rivers, the embankments : : 
made by the action of the sea, any cliff of sand, gravel, or clay, 19 conee ie nests The number et eee as are usually He 
are suitable places. When once the location is decided upon, they which aS of a white ground color, marked with BBs and blotches = nee ; ‘i . of reddish-brown, and measuring about .87 by .60 inches. commence operation by clinging with tail and claws, and boring a = ; : . : . : . The song, though not musical, is pleasant from its constant repe- hole into the earth with their short, pointed bill. As soon as suffi- at z z ee ane . ‘ : : tition, and when in swift motion, this bird is one of the most charm- ciently deepened to admit the body, the little miner enters and casts . bi hich et land 
out with its feet the debris. If the ground is clayey and tenacious, FEE eo eee ee ee Oe cea ane cau 
a circular aperture is made; if loose and sandy, a rectangular, 
sometimes just large enough to admit the body, and then again F : 5 . 
having a diameter of three or four inches. The holes are horizon- Rough-winged Swallow. (/irundo serripennis.) 
tal, from one to three feet in length, seldom quite straight, though Fig. 4 
having no decided bend, and two or three inches apart. Sometimes 
one workman runs his lead into another’s nest, when he immedi- The Rough-winged Swallow is not supposed to inhabit the North- 
ately abandons his work and commences anew. As they work eastern States, but is more or less common in all other parts of the 
only in the morning, under favorable circumstances, it takes from Union. According to Mr. Ridgway, it is one of the most abund- 
three to four days to complete the nest. To show the extent of ant Swallows in the West, breeding from Ohio to the lower portions 
their colonies, Mr. Dall counted on the face of one sand-bluff in of California, and north as far as Oregon and Washington Terri- 
Alaska over seven hundred nest-holes made by these birds, every tory. Their nests are not after the stereotype pattern, but vary to 
one of them apparently inhabited, and presenting the appearance suit the locality in which they are placed. Sometimes they burrow 
of an immense honey-comb alive with bees. in the sandy banks of rivers, extending their excavations as many 
When the burrow is finally completed, at its farthest extremity as three feet, and in no respect differing from the nests of the Sand 

asmall quantity of soft, dried grass is placed, over which is spread Martin, as described in a preceding biography. At other times 
a few large, downy feathers. Mr. Augustus Fowler says these they resort to natural clefts in banks or buildings, or to knot-holes 
feathers are invariably white, and adds that he ‘should be sur- in trees. From a special study of these nests, made by Dr. Brewer 
prised to find a Swallow’s nest of this species lined with black or while at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, we extract the following descrip- 
even dark-colored feathers.” On this dainty bed from four to six tion. He says: ‘¢ None that we met with were in places that had 
eggs are laid, pure white, oval in shape, larger at one end, and been excavated by the birds, although the previous season several 
measuring about .72 by .47 of an inch. The young are abroad had been found that had apparently been excavated in banks in 
about the end of June, and in August a second brood presents the same manner with the Bank Swallow. All the nests that we 
itself for the care of the parent birds. After they have left the met with (seven in number), were in situations accidentally adapted 
nest, they are fed by the parent on the wing, and this feat is per- to their need, and all were directly over running water. Some
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were constructed in crevices between the stones in the walls and 
arches of bridges. In several instances the nests were but little 

above the surface of the stream. In one, the first laying had been Ring-neoked Duok. (udigula collarés.) 

flooded, and the eggs chilled. The birds had constructed another Fig. 7, 

nest above the first one, in which were six fresh eggs, as many as 
in the other. One nest had been built between the stones of the The Ring-neck inhabits the whole of North America, wintering 
wall that formed one of the sides of the flume of a mill; two feet | in the Southern States, and beyond as far as Guatemala, and is an 
above it was a frequented footpath, and at the same distance below, accidental visitor in Europe. As it breeds in the far north, little 
the water of the mill stream. Another nest was between the boards has as yet been learned regarding its habits. It arrives in the 

of a small building in which revolved a water-wheel. The en- United States about the middle of September, in flocks of from 
trance to it was through a knot-hole in the outer partition, and the fifteen to twenty, flying with considerable rapidity, at a great 

nest rested on a small rafter between the outer and inner board- height, and, from the movement of their wings, producing a con- 

ings.” stant whistling sound. When suitable food is found, the flesh is 
The eggs are usually six in number, pure white, measuring about excellent, equaling that of any other Duck, being tender, fat, and 

+75 by .53 inches. juicy, and destitute of any rank, fishy flavor. They feed by diving 
and nibbling among the roots of grasses, varying their diet with 
snails, and the different aquatic insects. They swim with great 

Red-breasted Snipe—Gray Snipe, (MJacrorhamphus griseus.) lightness and ease, and rise from the water without effort. Audu- 

; bon tells us that ‘‘ they have an almost constant practice of raising 

EEE the head in a curved manner, partially erecting the occipetal 
The Red-breasted Snipe is common throughout North America, feathers, and emitting a note resembling the sound produced bya 

wintering in the Southern States, and as far south as Brazil and person blowing through a tube. At the approach of spring, the 
Chili, breeding in Alaska and the Arctic region generally. They males are observed repeating this action every now and then while 

commence their northern migration in April, and return again, nee eee none of which seem to pay the least attention to 

more leisurely, early in the autumn. The nests are built with lit- their civilities. 

tle regard to elegance, consisting of a simple hollow in some grassy 

hummock, near or in low-lying marshes, and containing no lining White-bellied Swallow. (Hirundo bicolor.) 

whatever. The number of eggs is usually four, with ground 

color of a grayish-olive, covered all over with numerous heavy Fig. 8. 

.. ea Ee cneurtty abomt 104 By tt This graceful and friendly little Swallow is found throughout 

This bird is a gentle, affectionate, and unsuspicious creature, ae Bee breeding aster'nonh asthe Agee = 
ee . association with man, he has learned new departures, becoming 

always associating in large flocks, flying in compact masses, and ws ; ic é : 
making no efforts to avoid the murderous discharge of the sports- familiar almost totameness. In wild regions, it breeds exclusively 

; i i s 5 in hollow logs and stumps, but on the advent of man it forsakes, 
man’s gun. Partially web-footed, it swims with ease short dis- ‘ es ; : 

tances. The food consists of various water-bugs, leeches, worms, 2 i ae pomible, herd ate anditakes mp) ae 8 

and soft molluscs, besides the seeds of aquatic plants, and when cies ne village te SHS fom = Pom then 2 
: AU sondicow inieacelicat eating: © When ia theket of feed: the last of April, but it is not until the middle of May that they 
eb : 8 commence building or repairing their nests. Attached to certain ing on muddy flats, they probe the ground after the manner of the Teese: 8 f 3 
American Snipe, probing the soft mud with their bills with sur- ocalities, they return year after year to inhabit the same nest. Any 

ae a ; oe : sheltered and accessible place, a rough box, or a knot-hole in a 
prising rapidity. Their cry when on the wing is a single melan- a : ‘ 

choly note, resembling a sort of low, long-pronounced ‘ sweet.” builditegy antewere thelr prpone, Tie nest its looea sii ee 
metrical affair, formed of soft leaves and hay, and thickly lined 

with down and feathers. The eggs are from four to five, of a pure 
F : white color, and about .7o by .50 inches in size. Two broods are 

Great Marbled Godwit. (Limoss fedoe.) usually, though not pieeegiaes" in a season. 

Fig. 6. These birds are very affectionate to their young, and evince 
: great solicitude for their safety. They are also extremely pugna- 

But little is known of the breeding habits of the Great Marbled cious during the breeding season, frequently attacking and driving 
Godwit, notwithstanding its widespread distribution, which covers away much larger birds. They are most numerous on the sea- 

all of temperate North America, extending into Central and South shore, but many are found far inland. A pair for several years 

America, and the West Indies. It breeds in Missouri and Upper has taken possession of a part of the shelter which protects the 
Missouri regions, in Iowa, Minnesota, and Eastern Dakota. It | writer, and have cheered many an hour with their sweet and con- 
nests in open plains, near rivers or pools; the eggs presenting a stant chattering. 

clear, light olivaceous-drab, with evenly distributed spots of various The myths connected with the Swallow are the most charming 

shades of brown, and measuring about 2.28 by 1.56 inches. This of any in literature, and, reproduced in full, would make a long 
Godwit is abundant along most of the Atlantic coast, as far north and curious chapter. 

as New England. It is found in the greatest numbers, however, 

in the West, in the region of the Northern Mississippi and Eastern ? 5 baa 

Missouri. Dr. Elliot Coues, to whom we are indebted for most of Purple Sandpiper. (Zringa maritima.) 

the above facts, says that ‘‘ in its habits during the incubating sea- Fig. 9. 
son it most nearly resembles the Curlew, and the two species, of 

much the same size and general appearance, might be readily mis- This bird is confined mostly to the sea-shore of North America, 

taken at a distance where the difference in the bill might not be extending its wanderings as far south as the Middle States, where 

perceived. On intrusion near the nest, the birds mount in the air it winters. It is also common on the shores of Lake Michigan. 

with loud, piercing cries, hovering slowly around with labored Like nearly all our water-birds, but little is known of its habits of 
flight, in evident distress, and approaching sometimes within a few incubation, owing to its bringing forth its young in the Arctic re- 

feet of the observer.” gions. Its eggs are of the usual pyriform shape, and measure
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about 1.40 by 1. inches. These are of a clay color, with delicate stant resident of Louisiana, Alabama, and Georgia; is found in 
shadings of olive, and thickly covered with large, distinct spots of the Carolinas from April until November, inhabiting the rivers, 
umber-brown. Their favorite haunts are rocky shores, where they lakes, and lagoons of the interior. Their nests are invariably 
may be found in flocks of a dozen or more. Their flight is rapid, placed over water, sometimes in low bushes, and then again on the 
and their only musical accomplishment a feeble ‘‘ weet,” which tops of tall trees. These nests are fully two feet in diameter, com- 
they repeat several times in succession. Their food consists of posed of dry sticks laid crosswise, and covered with leaves, bits of 
shrimps, shell-fish, and worms, and in autumn and winter, when moss, and slender roots. The eggs, which are usually four, are 
fat, the young are much sought for food. of a dull, uniform, whitish color in appearance, though really of a 

light-blue, the former color arising from their being covered with 

a sort of chalky coating, and are about 2.75 by 1.25 inches in size. 
Wilson’s Plover. (Zgialitis wilsonéi.) They are excellent swimmers, and, from the sinuous motion of the 

: head and neck when thus exercising, have received the name of 
eae Snake-bird. Their food consists of fish, shrimps, reptiles, and 

Wilson’s Plover is confined almost entirely to the Atlantic and kindred aquatic fauna, which they devour in great quantities. They 
Gulf coasts of the United States, a few possibly being found off are expert divers, swift in flight, graceful in all their nO ver i 
the shores of California. It rarely reaches farther north than Long and when on land walk and run with great ease, continually giving 
Island, though occasionally seen in Massachusetts. Itis a wading, ene us rough guttural notes. Audubon expresses his admira- 
not a swimming bird, reaching its northern range sometime in tion for this bird by devoting twenty-three large octavo pages of ; 
April, when they gather in small flocks of some twenty or thirty, his Ornithological Biography toa description of its haunts and habits. 

and ramble over the sea-beaches in search of food. After becoming 

sufficiently recuperated from the fatigues of their journey, they 
pair and set up housekeeping. This is attended with but little la- Brewer’s Blackbird—Blue-headed Graokle. (Scolecophagus cyano- 
bor, a simple hole being scratched in the sand, with a few bits of cephalus.) 
sea-weed and grass for a lining, large enough to hold three eggs Pf : : : : z & ‘ig. 3. of a pale olive-drab, tinted sometimes with brown or again with 

green, thickly spotted all over with very dark, irregular dots and Brewer’s Blackbird is common from Eastern Kansas and Minne- 
small flashes, and measuring about 1.30 by 1.02 inches. The flight sota to the Pacific, extending south as far as Mexico, and breeding 
of this Plover is alike rapid and elegant, and when on the wing throughout its entire range. These birds are only gregarious after it frequently gives utterance to a clear, melodious note. Its food the breeding season is over, when they may be found in flocks of 
consists of small aquatic insects, minute shell-fish, and worms, and from fifty to one hundred or more. Their nests are sometimes 
they feed as much by night as during the day. When fat, they placed upon the ground, at other times in the crotch of a tree sev- 
are in great request among sportsmen. eral feet from the earth. When the former position is selected, a 

dry knoll in the center of a clump of bushes, surrounded by low, 
= swampy morasses, is chosen, and a nest, large for the bird, is built 

of weeds, grass, and other material, and neatly lined with hair, 
small roots, silky bark, and fine hay. When a tree is used, an 

PLATE LXIV. outer wall of twigs is interlaced together, sometimes slightly plas- 
tered with mud, and lined as in the former case with hair, rootlets, 

Cinnamon Teal—Red-breasted Teal. (Querguedula cyanoptera.) and fine grasses. The eggs vary from four to six, the ground 
ie colors presenting sometimes a dull, olivaceous-gray, at others a 

clear, pale, bluish or greenish hue, thickly spattered over with dif- 
This Teal was entirely unknown to our early ornithologists, and ferent shades of brown, and measuring about 1.05 by .78 inches. 

until the last twenty-five years was supposed to belong entirely to They feed in flocks on the ground, frequenting cattle-yards, trav- 
South America. The many recent exploring expeditions made elers’ camps, running with nimble steps, yet always with ease and 
by the United States Government throughout the Western Territo- grace. When their hunger is appeased, they fly to the nearest 
ries have proved it to be an abundant bird throughout all the region tree, passing the period of digestion in silence, and then breaking 
west of the Rocky Mountains, and as far north as Columbia. Its out into an unanimous concert. Their notes are not soft or sweet, 
nests, so far as found, have been built in swamp grass, near some but from their animation, rapidity, and variety, very pleasing. stream, and lined with down. In the Geological Survey of 1872 Coues tells us that the usual note is like the sound of pebbles 
is the record of such a nest, containing nine eggs. These eggs smartly struck together, rapidly repeated an indefinite number of 
were oval in shape, ranging from a creamy white to a pale buff, times. When fat, they are said to make very good eating. 
and measuring 1.75 by 1.30. But little has been recorded regard- 
ing its habits. In fact but little is known regarding the habits of 
the water-birds of America. Most of them breed beyond the range Brown-headed Nuthatch. (Sita pusilla.) 
of the United States in the Arctic regions, or in the unsettled por- : tions of our Western Territories. To Dr. Coues, of the United igectts 
States Army, the history of water-birds is largely indebted for care- This active little Nuthatch is confined to the South Atlantic 
ful and painstaking labor ; but there still remains a vast and un- States, and wherever found is a constant resident. Its. favorite 
trodden field for some future lover of nature to explore. haunts are pine forests, where it is enabled to gratify its excessive 

fondness for the seeds of this evergreen. It isa restless bird, seem- 

Anhinga—Snake-bird—Water-turkey—Darter. (Plotus anhinga.) pcs never quiet, but pursuing its search for food over fences and 
rees, running up and down the latter, prying into every hole and 

Fig. 2. cranny. During breeding season, this little bird-man and wife are 
always together, keeping up an unflagging conversation, which This bird of many names is common in the Southern Atlantic sounds like ‘dent! dent! dend! dend!” They pair early, and in and Gulf States, extending its range up the Mississippi as far as February commence the task of house-building, both working con- Southern Illinois, and is also found in New Mexico. It is a con- stantly and eagerly together. The dead portion of some log or
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KENTUCKY WARBLER—SANDWICH TERN—PAINTED BUNTING—EIDER DUCK. 93 

tree is chosen, and, varying from a few to thirty or forty feet in as Panama. It is also an inhabitant of Cuba, and has been observed 

height from the ground, a hole is bored ten or twelve inches in by Mr. Ridgeway in Southern Illinois. They commence house- 

depth, widening at the bottom, and at its mouth just large enough building early in May, constructing their habitations in the lower 

to admit the occupant. The eggs are laid on the bare wood, and branches of orange trees, though sometimes using low brambles 

vary from four to six in number. They are rounded oval in shape, and berry bushes. The nest is composed outwardly of coarse 
with a white ground, thickly sprinkled with fine reddish-brown grasses, lined with hair and other equally soft material. The eggs 

spots, and measure about .60 by .50 inches, being but very little vary from four to five, are of a pearly bluish-white sprinkled with 
larger than those of the Humming Bird. They are said to raise black spots, and measuring about .80 by .65 inches. It flies only 

two and sometimes even three broods in a season. After the duties at short distances, moves upon the ground with ease and grace, 

of bird-raising are over, they congregate in flocks of fifty or more and possesses a song of great sprightliness and grace. This song 

and go roving through the pine forests the most joyous of trouba- resembles the Canary’s, and is continued during the day. From 

dours. They have little fear of man, pursuing their avocations the beauty of its plumage, the sweetness of its melody, and the 

with but small regard for his presence. docility of the bird, many of them are caught and confined in 

cages. They take readily to captivity, breed in confinement, and 

: i dubon, exported in quite large numbers to Kentucky. Warbler: (0. : are, according to Au » exp q g E 

ear COperornts,jenmores) Europe. The bird-catchers take advantage of the pugnacious dis- 
Fig. 5 position of this bird to secure them. A stuffed male bird is set in 

‘ A » which i ti hich tice it 
The Kentucky Warbler is known throughout Eastern United a ee whieh ee a ie Besse bic eee ae 

: @ who is at once caught; and it is said that even after being thus im- 
States, as far north as Connecticut, Cleveland, and Chicago, and 3 A : : 

i ; ; A prisoned it keeps up the assault. In confinement, a single pair 
west to Kansas and the Indian Territory, breeding throughout its " : 

A é : ; 5 A has been known to bring forth three broods in a season. 
United States range. It is a beautiful bird, very lively and sprightly 

in its habits, frequenting low, damp places in the wood. Very 

rarely is it found indulging in any elevated flight, but moving rap- 

idly along dim forest paths, peering under leaves for some unfor- 
tunate spider or bug, occasionally leaping a few inches in the air 

to catch some dainty morsel screened in hanging leaves. Its song PLATE LXV. 

is not prolonged, a sort of bell-like warble which has been variously 

interpreted, as ‘‘ whittishee, whittishee,” by Dr. Hay; ‘‘ tweedle, Eider Duck. (Somateria mollissima.) 

tweedle, tweedle,” by Wilson, and by Mr. Ridgeway as a sharp 

‘‘tship.” The nest is built upon the ground under a tuft of grass eet 

hangi he Ita lly too 1 for the bird, inele- : : maa 
ie . eae a a 2 f oe ee ae This celebrated Duck, whose down is so greatly prized in com- 

B ae P J f youre 8 merce, is abundant throughout the Arctic and North Atlantic coasts, 
of fine interwoven roots. The eggs are from four to six in number, pice tee A 

fo aeTY HES cit DHoLt rea deta: and 4 migrating in winter south to New England, rarely reaching the 

Duce ns aE COlOr: pels Sioa © eee meee Middle States. They begin to make their nests about the last of 
uring about .68 by .55 inches. Wilson represents this bird as most . ‘ : 

: nes 5 a r May, in sheltered places among rocks, in the midst of low bushes, 
belligerent in its habits, always pursuing its fellows without mercy. ; 

: 7 Me or under the spreading branches of stunted firs. These nests are 
It winters in Mexico, Panama, Guatemala, and Cuba, arriving at . " 
: : : é sunk as much as possible in the ground, formed of sea-weeds, 
its more northern breeding places in May, and departing the last at eset aatied here ee 
FER mosses, and twigs closely matted together ; and contain from four to 

© eu five eggs, which are of a pale green color, varied from an ovate 

Sandwich Tern. (Sterna cantiaca.) to a sharply-pointed ovoidal, and measuring about 3. by 2.25 inches. 

: When the eggs are laid, the female plucks the down from her breast 

Hig. S. and carefully places it beneath and around them, and, when she 

This Tern ranges all along the Atlantic coast of North America leaves her nest for a moment, pulls this down completely over them 
to Southern New England, breeds as far south as Honduras, and for the purpose of keeping them warm. — 

touches Brazil in its southern limit. It is also an inhabitant of the When the nest has been despoiled of its eggs and covering, the 
coasts of England. Powerful in its flight, it darts down upon its Duck immediately Soo e Sane plucking her breast 2 second 

prey, which consists of small fish, with incredible rapidity, half or nme) and if the robbery eo aeee committed, the male bird’s breast 

wholly immerses its body in the water, and then rises again without is brought in requisition ; but if this is again taken, the birds seek 
seeming effort. Its cries, according to Audubon, are sharp, grating, other and safer quarters. When the young are hatched, the mother 
and loud enough to be heard at the distance of half a mile; are re- leads her brood to the water or carries them thither in her bill, 

peated at intervals when on the wing, and are used as a note of teaches them how to dive for their food, and by the first of August 
warning to any one intruding on its breeding grounds. Such leads them southward to a more genial clime. The Eider Duck 
grounds are usually the sandy beaches of the ocean, on which the flies with great rapidity, rarely very far inland, keeping near the 
eggs are dropped at short intervals and without any particular ef- water, is an expert diver, remaining a long time beneath the waves, 
fort at nest-building, the merest depression being scooped out for and feeds on the roe of fish, mollusks, and crustacea. It has been 
the purpose of receiving the eggs, which vary from two to tbree in reared in captivity and with little trouble can be domesticated, and 

number, and are of a yellowish gray in color, spotted and blotched will, from the value of Le feathers, down, eggs, and even flesh, 
with different shades of red, pale blue, and umber, and measuring prove a valuable aequiaion: E 
about 2.13 by 1.20 inches. These eggs are eagerly sought after In Iceland these birds are guarded with the most sedulous care, 

by fishermen and hunters, furnishing, according to Audubon, capital whoever kills One being obliged to pay a fine of thirty dollars, and 
eating. even the secreting of an egg or the pocketing of a little down 

being punishable by law. This down is very valuable, bringing 
Painted Bunting—Nonpareil. (Cyanospiza cirés.) in market from three to four dollars per pound. The contents ofa 

Fie nest, though bulky enough to fill a large hat, rarely weigh over an 

oe ounce, however. Where the birds are guarded by law they increase 

The range of this exquisite little bird is confined to the South in immense numbers, breeding so thick that it is almost impossible 

Atlantic and Gulf States, as far west as Texas, and south as far to walk without treading upon them, and so tame that they may be
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94 LAUGHING AND KITTIWAKE GULLS—AUK—VELVET AND HARLEQUIN DUCKS. : 
Sa Ne eee eee 

stroked upon the back with the hand. Even the houses are covered served on Lakes Erie and Michigan. It reaches the shores of the 

with nests, the window embrasures and the turf-slopes of the roof fur- Middle States in September, often proceeding as far south as 

nishing resting-places for these birds. Walls are built on the coasts, Georgia. In the beginning of April immense flocks congregate 

and grassy banks cut up likea chess-board for their accommodation. together, and in bands of from twenty to thirty individuals return 

But two eggs are left for hatching, the balance being taken and to their northern breeding places. The nests, according to Audu- 

pickled for winter consumption. bon, are placed within a few feet of the borders of small lakes, a 

mile or two distant from the sea, and usually under the low boughs 

of the bushes, of the twigs of which, with mosses and various 

Laughing Gull. (Larws atricélla.) plants matted together, they are formed. These nests are large, 

Fig. 2. lined with feathers from the birds themselves, and contain when 

ready for incubation six eggs. These are of a uniform cream color, 

The Laughing Gull is put down by Wheaton as among the birds tinged with green, and measure about 2.75 by 1.87 inches. The 

of Ohio. In the summer it reaches the Atlantic.coasts as far north flight of the Velvet Duck is strong and sustained, and never at any 

as Maine. It is known on the Pacific coast north to California, on great height unless when pursued by gunners. They swim with 

both coasts of Central America, the various West Indies, and is great buoyancy, and are expert divers. Their food consists of small 
casual in Europe. It nests in marshes, making a loose structure fish, crustacea, shell-fish, spawn and sea-weeds. The flesh is 

of sea-weeds and grasses two or three inches high and three times strong and oily ; notwithstanding it is sometimes used as an article 
as wide, and lays from two to three eggs. These vary from an of food. 

olivaceous-drab to a grayish-green, spotted and blotched more or f 

less thickly with different shades of brown and purple, and measure Harlequin Duck. (Aistrionicus torguatus.) 

about 2.28 by 1.65 inches. Their food consists of fish, mollusks, zi 
Fig. 5. 

crustacea, and the eggs and young of some of the Terns, They 

congregate in immense numbers, flocks of over a thousand being This Duck is an inhabitant of the northern coast of North 
frequently seen. A peculiarity of this bird is that during the America, is rarely found as far south as Long Island, has been ob- 

breeding season the white plumage of the under parts receives a served on Lakes Erie and Michigan, and is a casual visitor on the 
rosy tint. Coues poetically says: ‘‘ Nature blushes, filling the coast of England. It is a very shy and vigilant bird, and dives 

bird’s breast with amorous imagery, till the feathers catch a glow beneath the water at the least approach of danger; even when on 

and reflect the blush. Burning with inward fire, the whole frame the wing, at the first flash of the sportsman’s gun, plunging into 

thrills with the enthusiasm of sexual vigor. The dark glittering the waves beneath. It is usually found in flocks of from twelve to 
eye is encircled with a fiery ring ; now it flashes defiance at a rival, fifteen, one of whom always acts the part of a sentinel. It breeds 
now tenderly melts at sight of its mate.” When the love-season in Newfoundland and Labrador, where it selects some small lake 

is over the rosy plumage fades back to white, and the bird, dull- a mile or so inland and builds its nest on its margin. This nest is 
colored, ragged, seems to lose all ambition beyond the satisfaction composed of dry plants of various kinds, arranged in a circular 

of a gluttonous appetite. The name is derived from its joyous manner and lined with fine grasses. The eggs are from four to 

twitter, which in the vernal season takes on the sound of a laugh. six, plain yellowish-green in color, and measuring about 2.08 by 4 

1.46 inches. After the eggs are laid, the female plucks the down 

from her breast after the manner of the Eider Duck, for the pur- 

Razor-billed Auk—Tinker. (dca forda.) pose of protecting them. The male entirely deserts his mate as 
Fig. 3. soon as incubation commences, and when the young are hatched < 

the mother leads them to water and carefully teaches them how to 
This well-known species is quite abundant on the North Atlantic dive, by a slight note warning them of coming danger. The food 

coast of North America, and is probably identical with the bird of of this Duck consists of small fish, roe, shrimps, mollusks, and 

the northern regions of Europe. It wanders to the South in the aquatic insects. The flesh is very dark, has a strong fishy taste, 
winter, and is occasionally seen on the coasts of the Middle States. and is not much esteemed as an article of food. 

Audubon tells us of the picturesque sight they present in flying, 

first turning the white of their bellies and then the black of their 

backs to the spectator. They are, however, more frequently seen = ae 

swimming than flying, and if pursued, apparently do not take 

\ alarm until approached within a few feet, when they dive, but only 

to reappear very soon at a short distance. In breeding they do PLATE LXVI. 
not build a nest, laying their eggs, or rather egg, on the shingle 
of the beach. This egg is generally pure white, greatly blotched Kittiwake Gull. (Larus trédactylus.) 
with spots of dark reddish-brown, and measuring about 3.12 by 2.10 Fig. 1. 

inches, and is said to be excellent eating. The food of the Razorbill 

consists of small fish, shrimps, and various marine animals, includ- This beautiful Gull is common to the Arctic regions of both hemi- 
ing roe. When one is killed, its mate paddles around it seemingly spheres, migrating south in winter as far as the Middle States, and 

in wonder that it does not dive or fly away, and at such times it according to Ridgeway and Wheaton, it occurs on Lake Michigan. 

may be approached and knocked over with an oar. Constant men- It prefers the open seas to estuaries, except during the time of in- 
tion of this bird is made by Dr. Kane, to whom, on his last voyage, cubation, when it resorts to high cliffs such as the Raven would : 

they became an absolute necessity, as they are to the poor savages naturally seek, where it builds a nest out of sea-weeds and coarse 

of the Arctic regions. grasses, and which with additions and slight reconstructions is used 

from year to year. The eggs are three in number, the form usu- 

ally ovoidal, in color creamy-drab with a very slight olivaceous 

Velvet Duck—White-winged Coot. (Aelanetta velvetina.) tint, and measuring about 2.20 by 1.60 inches. The young birds 
ree remain in their airy nest until fully fledged, when with their parents 

they disperse over the neighboring seas. Upon land the Kittiwake 
This bird is common to both continents, is found all along both makes a very awkward appearance, but in the air or when swim- 

the Pacific and Atlantic coasts to the north, and has also been ob- ming, but few birds surpass it in buoyancy, grace, and ease of 

j
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motion. Their food consists of surface fish, small bivalves, and 
aquatic insects; while its name is taken from the peculiar cry with 5 . 
which, in the breeding season, it assails any erate: on its a Red-oockaded Woodpecker. (Ficus borealis.) 
According to Faber’s Icelandic Ornithology, its swarms are so nu- Fig. 5. 
merous on Grimsoe that they darken the sun when they fly, deafen 
the ear when they scream, and deck the green-capped rocks with This bird is confined to the Southeastern Atlantic States, extend- 
a white covering when they breed. ing, though rarely, north and west to Pennsylvania and Texas. 

According to Audubon, the nest is usually found bored in a decayed 
stump, about thirty feet from the ground. The eggs are from four 

Florida Jay. (Cyanocitta floridana.) to six in number, pure white, elliptical in shape, and measuring 

about .95 by .7yo inches. When the young are hatched, and before 

Fig. 2. they are able to fly, they crawl out of the hole and wait on the 

: oe _ : z branches for their parents to bring them food until they are able to 

ee ee a shift for themselves. It glides up and sideways on the branches 

aa and trunks of trees with great celerity, excelling all other Wood- 
even there is confined to growths of scrub oak alone. Its nest is : : d fanily oui tt focchore 
composed of dry sticks loosely plaited together, leaving intersti pecken ee ee a ny oe P ye YER SUC 28 ea ae a ces shrill cries that may be heard at a considerable distance. These 
so large that the bird may be seen between them, and is lined with . . : . Gneerontleta aud. ihe ibets of the: dwartoalmetio ‘The 6 cries are also kept up while on the wing, and during the love-season 

palmetto e eggs are 
from four to six, light blue in color, sparingly sprinkled with rufous ave tcsecant and HUGE 0 ee fecand Za Baur a F : me P B defending its rights to the last. Audubon once captured one, but, 
Bese reg ee eo coos 2 Oo LY .ce Inches. ny one brood us as it refused to accept food from his hands, it was allowed its free- 
raised during the season. Its food consists of snails, insects, va- dom. While in his possession it would crawl up the wall, which 
rious fruits and berries, the acorns of the oak, and the seeds of the was brick and unplastered, and eat the stray spiders and other in- 
sword-palmetto. Its flight resembles that of the Canada Jay, and mecis lodgedan th . ne ged in the crevices. 
while its notes are more frequently uttered than those of the Blue 
Jay, they are much softer. According to Audubon, it is easily 
kept in a cage, when it will feed on fresh or dried fruit such as figs Red-breast Merganser—Fishing Duck. (M@ergus serrator.) 
and raisins, and the kernels of various nuts, securing the food beneath 
its feet and breaking it to pieces before swallowing. A pair kept Fig. 6. 
in confinement were fed upon rice and all kinds of dried fruit, and 
when, after dinner, the cage door was opened, would fly to the This bird is common throughout the Northern Hemisphere, fre- 

table and feed on the almonds that were given them and drink claret quenting the estuaries and rivers of Great Britain. In winter it is 
diluted with water. Both attempted to imitate particular sounds, met with on nearly every unfrozen stream of the Union. Audubon 
but in a very imperfect manner. tells us that it breeds in many parts of our Middle and Eastern 

States, and that he found the female in charge of her brood twice 

in Kentucky ; and that in the States of New York, Massachusetts, 
Bahama Creeper. (Certhiola bahamensis.) and Maine, it is by no means a rare occurrence to meet with the 

nest of this bird along the borders of small secluded lakes. It is 
Fig. 3. an expert diver, at the least alarm diving beneath the water and 

ae : swimming long distances, and when it approaches the surface 
This bird belongs to the West India Islands, and is occasionally first thrusting out its head for the purpose of reconnoitering. Its 

found upon the Keys of the southeast coast of Florida. Nothing flight is strong and very rapid, and capable of being sustained for 
seems to be known regarding its habits. That they resemble those long distances. According to Audubon, it is so gluttonous that it 
of allied species is very probable, but, in the absence of any re- frequently has to disgorge before it is enabled to fly, and that some 
corded facts, we simply give a life-like representation of the bird. kept in confinement died from overeating. Its nest is built accord- 

ing to latitude and the earliness of the season, from the first of 

March until the middle of May, and is usually placed within a 

Bachman’s Finch. (Peucea bachmant.) short distance of the margin of fresh water. It is composed of dry 
weeds, mosses of various kinds, and lined with down from the 

Bignt breast of the female. The eggs vary from six to ten, are of a dull 

Until recently, the range of this bird was supposed to be confined yellow gteamicolor, and mescute shout 95000322 ee 
to the States of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Mr. Ridge- spon Aang young are Unicher, they leaks Giemsa yee 

‘ sie Beas as 8 d need but the briefest lesson to become the most expert of divers. 
way reports it as breeding in Southern Illinois, and it is probably 2 ae : i 

eee The flesh of this bird is very tough, and has a most decided fishy 
common throughout the Southern States. It receives its name from A 

the distinguished naturalist and associate of Audubon, Dr. John eyoks 

Bachman, who was the first to notice it and to study its habits. It 

is not a shy bird, but it has a habit, after giving utterance to its me- Little Black-headed Duck—Blue-bill—Broad-bill—Soaup-duck. (7udi- 

lodious notes, of plunging into the tall broom grass that is invariably gula affinis.) 

found near its haunts. Dr. Bachman regarded this bird as the ig 7: 

. finest singer of all the Sparrow family ; and Mr. Ridgeway tells us 

that the song is one of the finest he has ever heard, resembling the This Duck inhabits the whole of North America, breeding from 

sweet chaunt of the Field Sparrow, only stronger, and varied with the extreme Northern States northward, wintering from the Middle 

a clear, high, and musical strain, resembling the syllables ‘‘thee- States southward, and is found in great abundance on the Ohio, 

eeece-til-lut, lut-lut.” Its nest is made on the ground, concealed Missouri, and Mississippi rivers. It arrives at its winter quarters 

in tufts of thick grass, composed of wiry species of coarse grasses about the first of October, and leaves from the first of March to the 

and without lining. The eggs are fourin number, of a pure, clear middle of April. Its nest is exceedingly rude, consisting of the 
white, and measure about .74 by .60 inches. Its food consists of merest excavation and surrounded by a few sticks. The eggs are 

fine seed, small berries, and coleopterous insects. ovoidal in form, of a dirty pale drab color, and measure about 2.25
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by 1.60 inches. The food of this Duck consists of small fry, cray- son unarmed may get within a few rods of them, they possess the 

fishes, and the coarse grasses which grow upon the banks of streams traditional faculty of smelling gunpowder, and keep a proper dis- 

and ponds. It is an expert diver, and when wounded will fre- tance from it. Their flesh is extremely rank and unsavory, and 
quently dive and cling to rocks or weeds on the bottom of the stream is avoided even by wild animals. 
and remain there until life is extinct. According to Audubon, when The literature of the Raven is the most extensive of any relating 
these birds travel, their flight is steady, rather laborious, but greatly to birds. Primitive man everywhere endowed him with mysterious 

protracted. The whistling of their wings is heard at a considerable intelligence. He was the first bird sent out by Noah after the 

distance when they are passing overhead. At this time they usu- landing on the peaks of Ararat. He was selected by God to feed 

ally move in a broad front, sometimes in a continuous line. At the the prophet in the wilderness. In the Koran, he taught Cain how 
approach of spring the male bird pays his addresses to the female to dispose of murdered Abel, by killing a bird and burying it be- 

before they set out on their journey. fore his eyes. In the Scandinavian mythology, two Ravens, Mem- 
ory and Thought, sit on each shoulder of Odin, and fly over the 

world for the purpose of bringing him intelligence. In the myths 

ae ae ees of the Greeks and Romans it plays a like conspicuous part, and 

anecdotes of its sagacity are to be met with everywhere. 

PLATE LXVII. 

The Raven. (Corvus corax.) Common Crow. (Corvus americanus.) 

Fig. 1. Fig. 2. 

But few birds have a more familiar history than the Raven. In- This Crow is found in great abundance throughout the Eastern 
habiting the earth before the appearance of man, its geographical States, extending west to the Mississippi, and in summer migrating 
range is quite as extensive. Differing in a distinguishable degree to the Arctic region. It is not known to occur in California. But 

from its European congener, the American Raven is beyond ques- few birds have been so persistently hunted as this. In many States, 
tion related to it as a variety. Though found in nearly every State bounties have been offered for his destruction ; but so wary and wise 

in the Union, they are rarely met with in the Eastern States except is he, that, notwithstanding, he holds his own, if he does not in- 

in favored localities. Among the romantic lakes of the Adirondack crease in numbers. The Crow breeds from April to June, varying 

region, along the banks of the Hudson, on the shores of New Jer- with the latitude which he selects for the purpose of incubation. 

sey, and in the wilds of Maine, they are of frequent occurrence. The nest is usually built in the topmost branches of some inacces- 

They are found in Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, and in Texas alone, sible pine or hemlock, and is made first of a layer of coarse twigs 

of the Gulf States. They are common throughout the entire Arctic and sticks, then a layer of fine bark intermixed with mosses and 

regions, following the musk-ox, reindeer, and other animals of the bunches of grass, the whole lined with hair, fine fibres of the ever- 
fur countries, where they endure the intensest cold. Lewis and greens, and kindred material. The eggs are four in number, of 

Clark observed them at Fort Mandan, when the thermometer stood various shades of green, covered with blotches and spots of differ- 

at 45° below zero. Though frequently observed north of latitude ent browns, and measuring about 1.60 by 1.12 inches. 

69°, they have never been known to breed beyond that line. Along Recently the question—Is the Crow the farmer’s friend or enemy ? 

the Pacific coast, throughout Washington Territory, California, has been very fully discussed, and is yet not definitely settled. By 
Arizona, and on the deserts, prairies and mountains of the Western his anatomy and physiology the Crow is about as nearly omnivorous 
States, they are numerous. They seem inimicable to the Crow; as a bird can well be, and we therefore find him appropriating all 
where one abounds the other is rarely seen. kinds of food, whether animal or vegetable. In various numbers 

The Raven is only partially gregarious. During the day they | of the American Naturalist it is asserted that he will attack our 
are usually seen in pairs. When, however, some favorite carrion barnyard chickens and carry them off, and that he is a constant 
is found, attracted to it by sight and smell, they flock to it in great | depredator on the young and eggs of our smaller birds. Mr. Sam- 
numbers. At night, during the winter season, they select some | uels, in his Birds of New England, devotes many pages to the dis- 
one roosting-place, usually a clump of tall trees, or, if near the sea- cussion of the Crow’s utility, and makes out a fearful debit against 
shore, some inaccessible cliff, and occupy it in immense numbers. him, numbering nearly five thousand units, while the credit side 
Early in the morning a little before sunrise, they fly in pairs to their shows but two hundred and twenty-nine units. But this author 
breeding places. By the first of April they are mated, and seek draws largely upon his imagination, giving each Crow a daily bill 
secluded mountainous spots in which to breed. Dr. Brewer men- of fare of a dozen smaller birds. 
tions a nest in which were ten eggs, found on the roth of April, During early spring, the Crow is one of the most beneficial of 
when the snow was quite deep. These nests are constructed of birds, his food at that time consisting of carrion and noxious insects. 
sticks, coarse twigs, moss, and grass, and are lined with hair, bits It destroys in immense numbers the young of grasshoppers, which 
of fur, and fine leaves. They are very bulky and irregular in shape, are found in pasture lands and meadows as soon as the snow leaves 
and are quite as large as a bushel basket, with a deep cavity in the the ground. It is not until later that they make depredations which 
center. From six to eight eggs, of a faded green color, marked waken the granger’s ire. During the month of May the Crow dis- 
with cloudings of a faint purple, or sometimes blotched with a deep plays a wonderful fondness for sprouting corn, and then needs con- 
purple brown, about 2. by 1.75 inches, are laid, and after about stant watching. Dr. Brewer tells us that in the West they are not 
twenty days’ incubation the young are hatched. known to make any raids upon the cornfields, and are regarded as 

The Raven is omnivorous in its diet. MacGillivray gives the benefactors, receiving protection and good treatment; and that in 
following bill of fare, which will apply to this bird wherever found: that region they evince none of that wariness which makes them so 
«Young hares, rabbits, rats, moles, mice, the young of poultry, difficult to approach in the East. 
pheasants, grouse, ducks, geese, eggs of all kinds, echini, mollusca, The Crow becomes easily domesticated when captured young, 
fruit, barley, wheat, oats, crustacea, grubs, worms, and fish.” But and proves an interesting as well as mischievous pet. It learns to 
few birds have so varied a diet. articulate sounds. Dr. Brewer mentions one that learned to play 

In sagacity the American Raven is equal to his European peer. hide-and-seek with a family of children, invariably surpassing them 
All naturalists and sportsmen accord him unwonted intelligence. in the game. Many amusing anecdotes are told of him, and his 
They thoroughly understand the use of fire-arms, and while a per- place in mythological lore is quite as extensive as that of the Raven,
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It is claimed that he not only knows how to count as high as five, are of a bright uniform greenish-blue color, liable to fade in the 
but also knows when Sunday arrives. But this latter accomplish- sunlight, and measuring about 1.25 by .88 inches. The female is 
ment is confined to the Crow of the old world, as some of our usually about eleven days in incubating. Eight days after the 
American sportsmen have about as much regard for Sunday as they young are hatched, their eyes are open, and in eleven days they 
have for the rights of the animal himself. are fully fledged. The care of the parents does not cease with the 

young birds leaving the nest, but is continued a few days after. 
Two broods are raised in a season. 

Canada Jay. (Perdsoreus canadensis.) The food of the Robin consists largely of earthworms, and the 

: large family of insects that burrow in the earth preparatory to their 
Big. 3: transformations. In their season, it is very fond of strawberries 

The Canada Jay is common throughout the northern part of oad hae is a posible east snete pod nots chery 
North America, breeding from New England, New York, and grow fit to eat were it not for this and other birds, and its contri- 

Minnesota, northward, and is a rare straggler in the Middle At- butions in this direction are scant pay for the immense good it does 

lantic States during the winter months. Its nest is built on the 
limbs of trees, and is quite bulky ing fr ix i 

pe and floc ne to Ae coke ee an House, Domesiicr ob Eurspean Sparrows (ate cmiry 

platform of sticks, and consists of fine mosses neatly felted together Fig. 5. 
and lined with feathers. The eggs are usually three, the ground ; 
color of a grayish-white, marked all over with several shades of The rapid distribution of the English Sparrow throughout the 

olive-brown, and measuring about 1.20 by .yo inches. The Canada United States will soon make it the most familiar of our birds. 

Jay is a very bold and familiar bird, and has been known to fly First introduced in 1858 in Portland, Maine, it has been constantly 

down and steal his dinner from a hungry dog. It hoards whatever tending toward the West. No climate seems too severe for their 

food it may not require for immediate consumption, hiding it be- abode. Inhabitants of all Europe from Sweden to Italy, of Mo- 
tween layers of bark, and in other convenient places. Its musical rocco, Algiers, Egypt, and Persia, they have at last taken the New 
accomplishments are confined to a squeaking noise, though it is World as by storm. The spot chosen for a nest is some hole or 
sometimes known to chatter. Audubon, in speaking of their mu- cavity or crack in a wall or chimney or other convenient place, 
sical efforts, says that they have an odd way of nodding their though always availing themselves of the bird-houses when they 

heads and jerking their body and tail, while they emit their cu- are obtainable. The nest is very bulky, and is composed of straw, 

riously diversified notes, which at times resemble a low sort of mew- stalks of small plants, rags of woolen or cotton, and lined with 
ing, at others, the sound given out by an anvil when lightly struck feathers and other soft material. The eggs vary from four to six, 

witha hammer. They raise but one brood in a season, and occupy are grayish-white in color, more or less covered with longitudinally 

the same nest from year to year. oblong spots of pale gray and grayish-black, and measure about 
-88 by .72 inches. This bird is very tame and fearless, and will 

allow the nearest approach without evincing any uneasiness. Dur- 

Robin or Robin Redbreast. (Zurdus migratorius.) ing the winter months they keep together in flocks of from fifty to 

a hundred, and have little difficulty in picking a living out of the 

Fig. 4. streets of our cities and villages. Its flight is undulated and rapid, 

toe = - and when on the ground it advances by hops and leaps. In summer 

The Robin is probably the most familiar of all the birds of North it rolls in the det dad basks in the ie domestic fowl. The 

America. ts range extends from the plateau of Mexico to Green- musical accomplishments of these birds are few. Their utterances 

land, and is bounded east and west by the pdlantic and Pacific are confined to a single note; but on a bright winter morning, in 

Oceans: In yontee ausstOst abundant in the Southern States, but the absence of all other singers, the effect is quite cheering, if not 
its migration is due to the supply of food rather than the severity charming. Like the Robin, they are very fond of angle-worms, 

of the climate, and where wild berries are abundant it will remain and, not being so expert in digging, they frequently rush in upon 

ee ee ee Se eel aro eee aes brother and steal the dainty morsel from his very 

: uth. 

es oe ae See | eased There has been considerable discussion regarding the real utility : 

ae. 3 of the English Sparrow. Nearly all the writers on ornithology in 
house-building before the snow has fully disappeared. By the 20th the Old World condemn him.’ Among his most strenuous cham- 

of May the full-fledged Ours were seen turned out to care for pions in the United States is Dr. Brewer, of Boston, a careful ob- 

Se a novia Se as oie eae almaoet Wily server, and an authority in all matters pertaining to the science. 
day from the first to the middle of May, the most careless observer Whatever may be the conclusions arrived at, they will be too late 

may witness ferocious contests between the males for the Possession to affect the English Sparrow himself. He has made this country 

of come walang and 10 doubt valine atthe The HEU ENee his own; and a bird that can stand a climate where the thermometer 
gant in size, and rather bungling in workmanship, constructed first frequently reaches thirty degrees below zero is not one easy to 

of thick layers of moss, straw, weeds, and roots, in which a cavity eetermingias 

is rounded, plastered with mud, and then lined with fine grasses 

and kindred material. Dr. C. C. Abbott, in the Popular Science 

Monthly, describes thirty-two of these nests, which he had gathered 
for the purpose of comparison. Eleven of these corresponded with 

the foregoing description, while the remaining ones varied in a PLATE LXVIII. 

greater or lesser degree. He says: ‘* Taking a careful survey of 

the whole thirty-two nests, they suggested at once an ordinary vil- American or Red Flamingo. (Phoenicopteri roseus.) 

lage; there were handsome stractures, such as opulence builds, 

and very modest ones, such as those in straightened circumstances The American Flamingo is to be found mostly in the tropical ve» 
are compelled to occupy.” This dissimilarity he attributes to the gions. Dr. Brehm says: ‘‘ Naturalists are at present acquainted 
different temperament of birds. with about half a dozen species, and although the history of some 

When the nests are finished, from four tosix eggs are laid. These | of them is far from complete, enough is known to induce us to be
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lieve that in their mode of life they differ in no respect from the terials upon which they subsist are procured by raking in the mud. 

species with which we are best acquainted. These remarkable The Flamingo, when in search of food, wades into the water to a 

birds are widely distributed over the warmer portions of the globe, convenient depth, and then bends down its long neck until its head 

and are met with principally in Asia, Africa, and South Europe. is upon the same level as its feet; it then plunges its beak, with the 

According to accounts of both ancient and modern writers, they upper mandible downward, into the mud. In this position the 

make their appearance every year in great numbers in the vicinity bird rakes about at the bottom of the water, moving backward 

of the lakes of Sardinia and Sicily, as also in Albufera de Valen- and forward with short steps, and opening and shutting its bill 
cia and other parts of Spain. Along the coasts of Egypt, Tripoli, whilst its tongue is busily at work. When taking flight from 
Tunis, Algiers, and Morocco, they are abundant, as also in the sea or lake in which it has been feeding, it not unfrequently 

Smyrna, and near the banks of the Volga, but are very rarely goes to a considerable distance, half running and half flying over 
met with in Greece. Occasionally a few stragglers have been the surface of the water, much after the the manner of a Duck 
seen as far north as the banks of the Rhine. Generally speaking, or Water-hen. When fairly on the wing a flying Flamingo could 

however, the south coast of Europe must be regarded as their not be mistaken for any other bird, even by the most unpracticed 
northern limit, and North Africa and Central Asia as their usual novice. Unlike the generality of long-necked birds, it stretches 

habitat. Those species that inhabit the Western Hemisphere are not only its long legs, but its neck straight out, thus presenting an 

likewise confined within corresponding limits. Lakes of salt or appearance of extraordinary length and slenderness; so that, 

brackish water in the vicinity of sea-coasts are the favorite resorts with its narrow wings exactly in the center, it assumes pretty much 

of the Flamingoes. To lakes of fresh water they are only casual the shape of a cross. The loud, harsh voice of these birds some- 

visitants, and never resort to them for any length of time. On the what resembles that of a goose. The food of the Flamingo consists 

other hand, they are always very abundant on the sea-coast, more principally of water-snails, worms, crustaceans, and small fishes, 
especially where the shores are flat and swampy. Only those who but it by no means despises vegetable substances, and in a state of 
have had the good fortune to see these birds assembled in flocks, captivity will eat boiled rice, corn, or soaked bread. The nest is 
consisting of many thousands, can form an adequate idea of the made in shallow places in the water, or as the Arabs assert, upon 
beauty of their appearance.” flat insular spots, overgrown with low vegetation. In the first case 

«Looking from Cagliari to the sea,” says Ceiti, ‘* it seemed to the nest is a conical heap of mud scraped together by the feet of 
be banked in with a wall of red bricks, or to be covered with the bird, and raised so high that its top is a foot and a half above 
countless numbers of roses. On nearer approach these proved to the water. In the second case it consists of a mere hollow 

be Flamingoes ranged in regular ranks. Aurora herself was trough, scooped out in the soil and lined with sedge, rushes, grass, 
never adorned with more roseate tints than the wings of these and similar materials. The number of eggs laid is generally two, 
birds. They seemed literally to glow with pink and carmine. occasionally three. Their shape is elongated, and their shell smooth 
The name of the Flamingo, both in Greek and Latin, was derived and of chalky whiteness. 
from the magnificent hues of their glorious wings, and the French, 

in the epithet fammant, only repeat the same idea. The first im- : 

pression produced by such a spectacle is not easily to be forgotten. “er ea 
The birds stood in ranks, not merely of thousands, but literally of 

hundreds of thousands, ranged ie interminable array. As the PLATE LXIX. 

sunlight played upon the dazzling white and glowing red, the ef- 

fect was indescribable. At length, taking alarm at something, the Common Gannet—Salon Goose. (Sula bassana.) 
whole body of them rose into the air, displaying their wings to 

still greater advantage as they formed themselves into an immense Fig. 1. 

wedge-shaped phalanx, and winged their way far up into the blue 

sky.” The Gannet, or Solon Goose, is a species of marine bird com- 
When standing quietly upon the shore the appearance of these mon on the coasts of both Europe and North America. The Arc- 

birds very much resembles that of an army drawn up in order of tic regions of both continents furnish the necessary abiding-place 
battle. The Cingalese call them ‘‘ English soldier birds,” the South during the summer months. 

Americans simply ‘‘ soldiers,” and, indeed, not without cause, for, According to McGillivray, «*‘ When sitting, the Gannets allow a 
as Humboldt informs us, the inhabitants of Angostura, soon after person to approach within three feet, sometimes much nearer, so 
the establishment of that colony, were one day thrown into a state that one may even touch them. When approached, they merely 
of great alarm by the sudden appearance of what they took to be open their bill and utter their usual cry, or rise to their feet and ex- 
a numerous army, and it was only when the supposed enemy took press some degree of resentment, but little apprehension of danger. 
flight to the shores of the Orinoco, that they discovered their mis- They take advantage of the absence of their neighbors to pilfer 
take. A solitary Flamingo is very rarely seen, never perhaps be- the materials of their nests; frequently two join in the same act, 
fore the commencement of the pairing season, and even then it must and occasionally they may be seen at the same bunch, endeavoring 
be some young bird that has strayed by accident from its fellows. to wrest it from each other. They are constantly repairing their 
Usually they keep together in flocks, and carefully avoid any local- nests, which, being composed in great measure of seaweeds, shrink 
ity where danger might be apprehended. Open waters are usually up in dry weather, and decompose in wet; and when seated close 
selected as their fishing place, and should a boat approach they at together have frequent quarrels. I saw one seize its neighbor by 
once take flight whilst it is still far off, so that it is by no means easy the back of the neck, and hold fast until the assaulted bird, I may 
to observe their proceedings, except with the aid of a telescope. In say, roared out; but in general they are satisfied with menacing 
general they may be seen with their legs immersed in the water, or each other with their open bills and loud clamor. Their cryis hoarse 
more rarely on the dry shore of our sand-banks, with their necks and harsh, and may be expressed by the syllables ‘carra, carra, 
curved in a very peculiar manner (see plate) in front of the breast, kirra, kirra ;’ sometimes it is ‘crai, crai,’ or ‘ cru, cru,’ or ‘cree, 
the head being laid as it were upon the back, or buried beneath the cree.’ The cry varies considerably in different individuals, some 
shoulder-feathers of the wing; generally the whole weight of the having a sharper voice than others; and when unusually irritated 
body is supported by one leg, the other being held obliquely back- they repeat it with great rapidity.” 
ward or drawn up close to the body ; in this strange position the Fla- ‘‘The fishermen,” says Mr. Couch, ‘‘learn by their actions 
mingo sleeps. The manner in which these birds obtain their food is when shoals of pilchards are present, and what course they are 
equally remarkable, Like all other sieve-beaked birds, the ma- pursuing. The Gannet takes its prey in a different manner from
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FORSTER’S TERN—BIG BLACK-HEAD—WARBLERS. 99 Ee eee 
any other of our aquatic birds; for, traversing the air in all di- particularly frequent such places as abound in their usual fare, and, 
rections, as soon as it discovers the fish, it rises to such a height as like most of their tribe, take advantage of the accommodation of 
experience shows best calculated to carry it by a downward motion moonlight. They leave the Middle States in April, or early in 
to the required depth, and then, partially closing its wings, it falls May. 
perpendicularly upon the prey, and rarely without success; the ‘* Both male and female of the Scaup make a similar grunting 
time between the plunge and immersion being about fifteen seconds.” noise, and have the same singular toss of the head, with an opening 

This species is from thirty to thirty-three inches lone, and from of the bill, when sporting on the water in the spring. While here, 
seventy-two to seventy-four inches broad. The wing measures they are heard occasionally to utter a guttural guauck, very dif- 
twenty-one, and the tail ten ipches. The female is somewhat ferent from that of the common Ducks. In a state of domestica- 
smaller than her mate. tion, during the summer months, when the larve of various insects 

are to be found in the mud at the bottom of the pond they frequent, 

they are observed to be almost continually diving. They feed, 
Forster’s or Havell’s Tern. (Sterna forstert.) however, contentedly on barley, and become so tame as to come to 

hee the edge of the water for a morsel of bread. Mr. Rennie adds: 
‘Of all the aquatic birds we have had, taken from their native 

This bird has often been taken to be the common Tern, which wilds, none have appeared so familiar as the Scaup. The flesh of 

is a mistake. The late authorities all agree that it is a distinct and this species is but little esteemed, though the young are more tender 
separate species. and palatable.’” 

Dr. Coues says: ‘* No Tern of this country is more widely and 
generally distributed than this one. It may be found in every part 
of the country, at one season or another, and in the interior, es- 
pecially, almost replaces the commion Tern, being in fact the most PLATE LXX. 
characteristic of the species. Doubtless some of the local quotations 
of ‘the common Tern’ from interior States really refer to this species. Audubon’s Warbler. (Dendroeca audubonii.) 
It appears to be hardier than some of its allies, as it winters on 

our Atlantic coast north of Long Island, while most others proceed Fig. 1. 
further south at this season. It is the commonest Tern, in winter This, in some localities, from the Rocky Mountains to the 

Fee re an ratio cm anata | ie 24 commences, Tn-cie ae ay cea ee poeseee - : : company with the Yellow Warbler, occupying the undershrubbery, ; On the Carolina Coast it is chiefly a migrant, but also a winter res- occasionally venturing into the open fields and clearings. It was 
ident. Comparing it with the common Tern, it is there seen to be discovered by Mr. Townsend, who named it after Mr. Audubon. 
the more northerly species of the two, migrating earlier in the He states that ‘the Chinock Indians know it by the name of 

; spring and later in the fall, besides wintering where the common ‘Fout-sah,’ and that it is very numerous about the Columbia River.” 
Tern does not. A few of Forster’s Terns come back to the Carolinas Audubon says: ‘ Its voice so nearly resembles that of the Chestnut- 
in August; they become abundant the following month, and there sided Warbler as to render it difficult to distinguish them.” Mr. 
is little or no decrease of their numbers until December, when a part Nuttall gives the following account of this Warbler: «This ele- 

go further south, to return the latter part of March, and the rest gant species, one of the beautiful aud ever welcome harbingers of 
remain. It is one of the most plentiful Terns oo the harbor of approaching summer, we found about the middle of April accom- 
Beaufort in October and November, when it may be distinguished panying its kindred troop of warblers, enlivening the dark and 
at any reasonable distance with ease, Wilson’s Tern being the only dreary wilds of the Oregon. . . . . Nothing contributes so 

one at all resembling it, and this being differently marked about the much life to the scene as the arrival of those seraphic birds, the 
head at this season. Quite early in the spring it leaves for its nore Thrushes and Warblers, which, uniting in one wild and ecstatic 
thern breeding-grounds, generally acquiring its complete plumage chorus of delight, seemed to portray, however transiently, the real 
before it leaves the United States. It breeds in the interior of rather than the imaginary pleasures of Paradise. . . . The 

British America.” The general habits of this bird agree entirely harmonies of nature are not made to tire, but to refresh the best 
with the other well known species of Terns. feelings of the mind, to recall the past, and to make us dwell with 

delight upon that which best deserves our recollection. But what 
was my surprise to hear the accustomed note of the summer Yel- 

Big Black-head—Greater Scaup Duck—Blue Bill—Broad Bill—Shuffler. low Bird delivered in an improved state by this new warbler, clad 
(Luligula marilla.) in a robe so different but yet so beautiful. Like that species, also, 

ens: he was destined to become our summer acquaintance, breeding 

and rearing his offspring in the shady firs by the borders of the 

Nuttall says: ‘* This species, better known in America by the prairie openings, where he could, at all times, easily obtain a sup- 

name of the Blue Bill, is another general inhabitant of the whole ply of insects or their larve.” 
Northern Hemisphere ; passing the period of reproduction in the re- 

mote and desolate hyperboreal regions, from whence, at the ap- 
proach of winter, they issue over the temperate parts of Europe Townsend’s Warbler. (Dexdroeca townsendii.) 

as far as France and Switzerland ; and in the United States are ob- Fig. 2. 

served to winter in the Delaware, and probably proceed as far as 

the waters of the Southern States. . . . Their breeding-places, This species is met with from the Rocky Mountains to the Pa- 

according to the intelligent and indefatigable Richardson, are in cific, but is nowhere abundant. Nutall says: ‘* Of this fine species 
the remote fur countries, from the most southern point of Hudson’s we know very little, it being one of those transient visiters, which, 
Bay to their utmost northern limits. The present species is said to on their way to the north, merely stop a few davs to feed and re- 

derive its name from feeding on scaup, or broken shell-fish, for cruit, previous to their arrival in the higher latitudes, or afterward 
which, and other articles of subsistence, such as marine insects, fry, disperse in pairs, and are lost sight of till the returning frosts and 

and marine vegetables, it is often seen diving with great alertness. famine of the season impel them again to migrate, when, falling 

It is a common species here, both in fresh waters and bays. They on the same path, they are seen in small, silent flocks advanciny
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toward the retreat they seek out for their temporary abode. As chiefly made of strips of the inner scaly bark of probably the 
this species frequents the upper parts of the lofty firs, it was al- white cedar, lined with slender wiry stalks of dry weeds, and 
most an accident to obtain it at all.” concealed near the ground in the dead mossy limits of a fallen oak, 

\ and further partly hidden by a long tuft of moss. . . . Onre- 

turning the nest to the place it had been taken from, I had almost 
Black-throated Gray Warbler. (Dendroeca nigrescens.) immediately the satisfaction of seeing the anxious parents come 

js to find their charge, and for some days they showed great un- 
ees easiness on being approached.” 

This remarkably curious species resembles the Black-poll War- Mr. Townsend says, ‘* It is mostly solitary and extremely wale 
bler. It ranges from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific, south keeping chiefly vue the most impenetrable thickets, and gliding 
through Mexico. Nuttall says: «« I had the satisfaction of heark- through them in a cautious and BuSpicioue Wianuer. It may, how- 
ening to the delicate but monotonous song of this bird, as he busily SVEES Oecd be seen toward mid-day perched upon a dead 
and intently searched every leafy bough and expanding bud for twig over its favorite places of concealment, and at such times 
larve and insects in a spreading oak, from whence he delivered warbles a very sprightly and pleasant little pore age head 
his solitary note. Sometimes he remained a minute or two station- until its bill is almost vertical, swelling its throat in the manner of 
ary, but more generally continued in quest of prey. His song, at its relatives.” 
short and regular intervals, seemed like /’shee, Ushay, tshait-shee, e 
varying the feeble sound very little, and with the concluding note Bachman’s Warbler. (/Zelminthophaga bachmaniz.) 
somewhat suddenly and plaintively raised.” : 

ig. 7. 

: ; ; A very rare species of Warbler, said to be confined exclusively 
Monat: or Hermite Mlaebien.  (Vendhices ancitentalts) to the South Atlantic States. It was first obtained a few miles from : 

Fig. 4. Charleston, South Carolina, by Dr. Bachman, after whom it is 

named. Nuttall says: ‘* It appears to be a lively, active species, 
“The Hermit Warbler, I have little doubt,” Nuttall says, ‘ breeds frequenting thick bushes, through which it glides after insects, or, 

in the dark forests of the Columbia, where we saw and heard it occasionally mounting on wing, it seizes them in the air.” 
singing in the month of June, near the outlet of the Wahlamet. 
It is a remarkably shy and solitary bird, retiring into the darkest 
and most silent recesses of the evergreens, where, gaining a Swainson’s Warbler. (/Zelmitherus swainsont?.) 
glimpse of the light by assending the loftiest branches of the : : 
gigantic firs, it occupies in solitude a world of its own, but seldom BiziS 7 

Bae prot by the piying day, who alee ee leet feoe An exceedingly rare species, confined to the South Atlantic ’ to the same sad gloom. In consequence of this erimitic predi- ; a foe ree : ; States. ‘*The wild orange groves of Florida,” Maynard says, lection, it is with extreme difficulty that we ever get sight of our ; ; x . os : _ ‘are quite abundant along the streams, and grow upon shell wily and retiring subject, who, no doubt, breeds and feeds in the z 5 5 mounds which were formed by the Indians many years ago. As tops of these firs. Its song, frequently heard from the same place, : eo 4 A 7 : ; these trees do not grow in any other situation than those which at very regular intervals, for an hour or two at a time, is a soft, i 5 ee : : i bear evidence of having been the residence of man, this is a strong moody, faint, and monotonous note, apparently delivered chiefly : ; : ; . ee : ee : argument in favor of their having been introduced into the country when the bird is at rest on some lofty twig, and within convenient ' ai coer : : : : : : 5 by the Spaniards, and distributed by them or the original inhabit- | hearing of its mate and only companion of the wilderness. : : ants. These groves are always noticeable landmarks, when passing | 
along the St. John’s river, on account of the dark green foliage, 

A Blue Mountain Warbler. (Dendroeca montana.) but when in early winter the golden fruit appears surrounded by j 
the glossy leaves the effect is striking; later in February, when 

Fig. 5. the snowy clusters of blossoms burst forth, and the air becomes 
redolent with their fragrance, the desire to linger in such a spot be- 

This species, although ascribed to North America, is not now comes almost irresistible. Hundreds of birds frequent these lovely 
known to exist. retreats, and many build their nests among the branches. These : 

E are places where one would naturally look for rare species, and it 4 
: : : was in an orange grove that Mr. Thaxter found the specimen.” Maogillivray’s; or Tolmie’s Ground Warblers. (Geothlypis mac- 7 

gillivrayi.) 
. 

nee Carbonated Warbler. (Dendroeca carbonata.) 
ig. 6. 

This is one of our common species of Warblers. It usually ap- ee 
pears in the north and west early in May, and remains until near This species is only known by the figure and description of a { 
winter, when it returns to the south. After the manner of the pair killed in Kentucky, and, according to Coues, is not now 4 Maryland Yellow-throat, says Nuttall, ‘<it keeps near ground in low inowntoerice 3 
brushes, where it gleans its subsistence. When surprised or 
closely observed, it is shy and jealous, immediately skulking off, 5 q 
and sometimes uttering a loud snapping click. Its note has oc- Orange-oroymed Warbler. | (Halminthophars celata t 
casionally the hurried rattling sound of the Golden-crowned Fig. 10. 4 
Thrush, resembling @tsh ttsh Ltsh tsheete, altering into ¢sh tsh tsh 7 
teet shee. Another male, on the skirts of a thicket, called out at Audubon says: ‘This species is seen in the Southern States, " 
short intervals, vésh vishtyu, changing to vit vit vit vityu and vit where it passes the winter, and while crossing the Union, in early 4 
vit vityu, sometimes, when approached, dropping his voice and spring, on its way to those northeastern districts where it breeds. a 
abbreviating his song. Another had a call of vésht visht visht e It leaves Louisiana, the Floridas, and Carolinas from the beginning 4 
visht e shew and visht visht visht eshew or vititshee. The nest is to the end of April, is seen in the Middle States about the tenth of 
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May, and reaches the State of Maine and the British Provinces by 
the end of that month. On its return, besides settling in the XX 
Southern States, it spreads over the provinces of Mexico, from PLATE LXXI. 
whence individuals in spring migrate, by the vast prairies, and , f 
along the shores of the western parts of the Union, entering Can- ee ee 
ada in that direction in the first days of June; . . . breedsin Fig. 1. 
the eastern parts of Maine and in the British Provinces of New : 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia.” Maynard says: ‘* The Orange- ae oe epomel ls oa y Ae = a 
crowned Warblers are lively little birds, usually frequenting hum- mel ty un the eeu wae oe Tie Be 7 
mocks and the underbrush which grows about them. I think they pee. 2 By : ae eee i cheese 
rarely visit the pine woods. These birds are very unsuspicious s oe a te a ue Moana ¢ ne eS cust of 
and may be approached quite nearly, but when alarmed will utter He 2 ae a b & tney. ao pees el Le - ae 
a quick, sharp chirp, and instantly conceal themselves in the ee ee ene eue a oS Bee oa ese 2 
nearest thicket.” lumbia, where, in autumn, their ou an trumpeting clangor was 

heard at all hours of the day, calling out djay, djay, and some- 

times chattering and uttering a variety of other notes very similar 

Varied Thrush—Oregon Robin. (Zurdus nevius.) to those of the common Blue Jay. They are, however, far more 

bold, irritable, and familiar. Watchful as dogs, a stranger no 
Fig. rr. sooner shows himself in their vicinity than they neglect all other 

“The Chi a ee é i employment to come round, follow, peep at, and scold him, some- 

a = hee : veld,” a superior journal, published in = times with such pertinacity and irritability as to provoke the sports- 
ees Os e oe a Cae very ous Lee a man, intent on other game, to level his gun against them in mere 

Bs : oa ae Sea Dass ROLE CUES: ee Ono retaliation. At other times, stimulated by curiosity, they will fol- 
) ee ee at any a HE te low you in perfect silence, until something arouses their ready ire, 

, : 2 EE LENE EE OND when the day, djay, pay, pay, is poured upon you without inter- 
pe Bee a: ae first Eee of these oe its arrival mission till you are beyond their view. So intent are they on vo- 

f a ha oe a, when it ie ciferating, that it is not uncommon to hear them busily scolding, 
2 ns : OGKS = MaIntaIBINg Perec even while engaged with a large acorn in the mouth.” 
ae and ee Very’ pies and difficult to approach. It ee The food consists of insects, acorns, and pine seeds, found along 
in aa region, = has = ae es aoe et c the Pacific. The nest consists of mud, roots, and twigs, and lined 

morhernsummen nome, it: }- G- Cooper and Dr. George Suck- with root fibers. The eggs, usually four, are of a pale green color 
ley, the well known naturalists, have given us more extended notices with small olive-brown ae : . : 
of the Oregon Robin. They found it common in Oregon and 

Washington Territories during the spring, autumn, and winter, 

and occasionally saw it in the dark spruce forests in June and July. Yellow-headed Black-bird. (Xanthocephalus icterocephalus.) 
They describe it as much more shy and retiring than the common 

Robin, and as having an entirely different song. During severe His 7 

ae oe ee ioe eee often en. about the Prince Bonaparte first published an account of this bird in his 
ouses and feeding on the ground in company with the common fea enn) : . : . 
BMGs dette etiam te the “opoued) painted and | SoMa et nes Ae 
golden Robin, and is always conspicuous by the black crescent with in North America. It is abundant in the Western States, es- 

oon ie from ee o. = pecially so on the prairies and marshes from Illinois and Wisconsin 
” 5 : westward. It also reaches eastward to British America, retirin 

tremity of Southern California, unless at a considerable altitude in as soon as cold weather approaches. : . 

the Sierra Nevada and Coast Ranges, the latitude of San Francisco The Yellow-headed Black-birds, as usually met with, gather 
: ya : , , 

ae Aes Gt ae oe together in large flocks, and in their habits and characteristics re- 

E seer : d a semble the Red-wing Black-birds. They frequently make good 
z ae idee 2 | oe See region south of | use of their long, strong legs and large claws by appearing on the 
Eee ee at SON 2 Or ule pont ttloccute ni sumnmer, ground in search of food. In the spring their food consists of in- 
nesting and rearing its young. sects and their larve, which they dig out of the soil with their 

bills, and in the fall chiefly on the seeds of vegetables. Accordin y 8 g 
to Nuttall, ‘‘they are very active, straddle about with a quaint 

Dwarf Thrush. (Zurdus nanus.) gait, and now and then, in the manner of the Cow Bird, whistle 

Fig. 12. out, with great effort, a chuckling note sounding like ko-kukkle-ait, 
i ; 2 : often varying into a straining squeak, as if using their utmost en- 

This bird is a variety of the species Hertait Thrush, or Ground deavor to make some kind of noise in token of sociability. Their 
Swamp Robin. It is met with west of the Rocky Mountains, and music is, however, even inferior to the harsh note of the Cow 
is also accredited to Pennsylvania. Dr. Coues says: ‘‘ There is Bird. 

unquestionably but a single species of Hermit Thrush in North “The nest,” says Coues, ‘* is placed in a tuft of upright reeds or 
America. It is impossible to draw any dividing line between the rank grasses, some of which pass through its walls, fastening it se- 

so-called species, and, in fact, it is sufficiently difficult to predicate curely, like that of a Marsh Wren, though it may sway with the 

varietal distinction.” motion of the rushes. Probably, to render it light enough to be 
supported on such weak foundation, no mud is used in its composi- 
tion; the structure is entirely woven, and plaited with bits of dried 

++. reeds and long, coarse, aquatic grasses, not lined with any different 

material, although the inside strands are the finer. . . . The 

whole thing measures five or six inches across, and is nearly as 

deep. The eggs may be from three to six in number ; two selected



i 
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specimens measured 1.04 by 0.75 and 1.15 by 0.76. They are | and bare hills of the central table-land they were quite common. 

pale giayish-green, spotted ali over with several shades of reddish- The old ones were feeding and watching a brood of four or five 

brown, sometimes so thickly, especially at the larger end, as to young, which, though fully grown, were protected and cherished 

hide the ground-color. with the querulous assiduity so characteristic of the other Wrens. 
They breed under the rocky ledges, where we so constantly ob- 

served them, beneath which they skulk at once when surprised, and 

Chestnut-backed Titmouse, Chickadee, or Tit. (Parus rufescens.) pertinaciously hide in security, like so many rats. Indeed, so sud- 

i Fig. 3 denly do they disappear among the rocks, and remain so silent in 2 

ies their retreat, that it is scarcely possible to believe them beneath 

This is one of our restless little species, that is frequently met your feet, till after the lapse of a few minutes you hear a low, 
with on the coast ranges to the Pacific, from Sitka to Santa Cruz. cautious chirp, and the next instant, at the head of the ravine, the 

The social feeling and sympathy of these little creatures for their old female probably again appears, scolding and jerking in the 
companions is far ahead of some of God’s more divine creatures. most angry attitudes she is capable of assuming.” 

Let man approach their nest, or thin their ranks with a gun, and «« This species,” says Coues, ‘ is especially characteristic of the ; 

he will be surprised to see the courage, anxiety, and solicitude they interior mountainous regions of the West, although, to the south- 

show for one another. According to Nuttall, «* they are commonly ward at least, it reaches the Pacific Coast. It is reported from va- 

seen in small flocks of all:ages in the autumn and winter, when rious parts of California, from Cape St. Lucas, and from Mexico. 

they move about briskly, and emit a number of feeble, querulous Mr. Allen found it in Colorado, Mr. Merriam in Utah, where it was 

notes, after the manner of the Chickadee, or common species, abundant about White Sulphur Springs, Mr. Holden in Wyoming, 

Parus atricapillus, but seldom utter anything like a song, though and Dr. Hayden states that it is numerous in the ‘ bad lands.’ I 
now and then, as they glean about, they utter a /’she, de, de, or frequently saw it in Upper Arizona, in rocky fastnesses, where its 

?dce, ?dee, dee, their more common querulous call, however, being peculiar song always attracted attention. Dr. Cooper states that a 

like ?she, dé, de, vact, ?she, de, de, vait; sometimes also a con- | nest from a wood-pile on the Upper Missouri was composed of a 

fused warbling chatter. The busy troop, accompanied often by loose flooring of sticks, lined with a great quantity of feathers, and 

the Carolina species, and the Regulus tricolor, are seen flitting | contained nine eggs of a reddish color, thickly spotted with choc- 
through bushes and thickets, carefully gleaning insects and larve olate. He also found nests at San Diego, under tiled roofs, con- 
for an instant, and are then off to some other place around, pro- | taining young, in May. According to Mr. Holden, the nest is 

ceeding with restless activity to gratify the calls of hunger andthe | merely a few sticks and bits of moss put carelessly together : ‘ One 
stimulus of caprice. Thus they are seen to rove for miles together, | was placed under a rock as large as a dog-house, and in it were four 
until satisfied or fatigued, when they retire to rest in the recesses young ones, which scampered off while I was removing the rock.’ 
of the darkest forests, situations which they eventually choose for The eggs are four to eight in number, measuring 0.72 by 0.60 
their temporary domicile, where in solitude and retirement they inches, being thus much rounded. The shell is white, of crystal 
rear their young, and for the whole of the succeeding autumn and purity and smoothness, very sparingly sprinkled with minute dots 27 

winter remain probably together in families.” The nest is said to reddish-brown, chiefly aggregated at, or in a wreath around, the 
be made of ‘*‘ large quantities of hypna and lichens, copiously and | larger end ; but a few other specks are commonly scattered over the 
coarsely lined with deer’s hair and large feathers, such as those of whole surface.” 

the Grouse and Jays.” 

Bewick’s Wren. (Zhryothorus bewickii.) 
Least Titmouse, Chestnut-crowned Titmouse, or Tit. (Psaliréparus Fig. 6. 

minimus.) 

cate This beautiful little species is closely allied to the Carolira o« 

Mocking Wren. It was first discovered and figured by Audaben 
The Pacific coast to Sierra Nevada is the abiding-place of this Its song consists of a low twitter. Its habits and characteristics 

species. It is closely related to the Leader Titmouse. ‘* Hopping are somewhat similar to other Wrens. 
about in the hazel thickets,” says Nuttall, ‘* which border the allu- Audubon says: ‘‘ For several days, during which I occasionally 
vial meadows of the river, they appeared very intent and industri- saw it, it moved along the bars of the fences, with the tail gener- 
ously engaged in quest of small insects, chirping now and then a ally erect, looking from the bar on which it stood toward the one 
slender call of recognition. They generally flew off in pairs, but next above, and caught spiders and other insects, as it ran along 
were by no means shy, and kept always in the low bushes or the from one panel of the fence to another in quick succession, now 
skirt of the woods. The following day I heard the males utter a and then uttering a low ¢wetter, the only sound which I heard it 
sort of weak, monotonous, short, and quaint song, and about a emit. It occasionally hopped sidewise, now with its head toward 
week afterward I had the good fortune to find the nest, about which me, and again in the contrary direction, at times descending to the 
the male was so particularly solicitous as almost unwittingly to ground to inspect the lower bar, but only for a few moments, and, 
draw me to the spot, where hung from a low bush, about four feet as if about to sing, would for an instant raise its head and lower 
from the ground, his little curious mansion, formed like a long its tail, but without giving utterance to any musical notes. In 
purse, with a round hole for entrance near the top. It was made shape, color, and movements, it nearly resembles the great Caro- 
chiefly of moss, down, and lint of plants, and lined with some feath- lina Wren and the House Wren. It has not, however, the quick- 

ers. The eggs, six in number, were pure white.” ness of motion, nor the liveliness, of either of these birds.” 

Rock Wren. (Salpinctus obsoletus.) The Grey-crowned Finch. (Lezcostiote tephrocotis.) 

Fig. 5. Fig. 7. 

This large species of North American Wren was first discov- Up to within a few years, this species was considered very 
ered by Major Long’s exploring party, near the Arkansas river, in rare. According to Dr. Hayden’s ornitholovical researches, it was 
the neighborhood of the Rocky Mountains. It is said to inhabit discovered to be abundant in the Wind River Mountains, where 
sterile districts devoid of trees. Nuttall says: ‘‘Among these arid numerous specimens were procured. Of their habits Mr. Holden
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says: ‘* These birds are never found here in summer—the moun- 
tains in the southwestern part of Wyoming—they come in small 
flocks in the coldest part of winter. Their food is small seeds and Bohemian Waxwing, Waxen Chatterer, Waxwing, or Common Silk-tail. 
insects. I have found some with the crops so full of seeds as to (Ampelis garrulus.) 
distort the birds. They become very fat, and are good eating.” Fig. 9. Mr. Trippe says: ‘* During the winter I saw several flocks of ; : ; ae these birds near Central City, where they were feeding in the dry This species has a wide distribution over the globe. It shows gulches and about gardens, acting like Lapland Longspurs; but quite a preference for the colder Portions of the whole northern 
did not observe them elsewhere, though I looked carefully for them hemisphere. In the Northern States, in winter, stragglers are oe throughout a large extent of country. During summer and au- casionally met with, and at times they are to be seen gathered in 
tumn the Gray-crowned Finch is common above timber-line, where large flocks. 2 ee = 3 
it breeds, ranging higher than the Titlark, and being usually found «The Common Silk-tail is an inhabitant both of Northern Eu- in the vicinity of snow-fields and the frozen lakes near the summit rope and of North America, but is found only occasionally in some 
of the range. It is rather shy in such localities, though exceed- parts of Asia, being replaced in that continent by its Japanese cone 
ingly tame in winter; its flight is in undulating lines, like the gener, the Bombycilla phoenicoptera, . . . (while in America 
Crossbill’s, and the only note I have heard it utter is a kind of the Waxwing is more numerously met with). In the northern 
‘churr,’ like the call of the Scarlet Tanager. In the latter part portions of Europe, birch and pine forests constitute its favorite re- 
of September small flocks, composed of one or two families, may treats, and these it seldom quits, except when driven by unusual 
be seen together ; and still later in the season they gather into large severity of weather, or by heavy falls of snow, to seek refuge in 
flocks. They stay above timber-line till the close of October or more southern provinces. Even in Russia, Poland, and Southern 
the middle of November, being much hardier than the Titlark; Scandinavia it is constantly to be seen throughout the entire win- 
and only descend when driven away by the furious winter storms. ter; indeed, so rarely does it wander to more southern latitudes - + « Since the above was penned, great flocks of the Gray- that in Germany it is popularly supposed to make its appearance 
crowned Finch have appeared near Idaho Springs. In their habits once in seven years. On the occasion of these pare migrations, the 
and actions they are very similar to the Plectrophanes. They are Silk-tails keep together in large flocks, and Pe Piet Sin any, place 
perpetually roving from place to place; feed upon the seeds of that affords them suitable food until the supply is exhausted. Like 
weeds and grasses; and are never at rest for more than a moment most other members of the feathered creation inhabiting extreme 
at a time, constantly whirling about in close, dense, masses, like climates, these birds are heavy and indolent, rarely exerting them- 
so many Longspurs.” selves except to satisfy their hunger, and appearing unwilling to 

move even to a short distance from their usual haunts. With their 
companions they live in uninterrupted harmony, and during their 

Rocky Mountain or Arctic Blue Bird. (Sta/éa arctica.) migrations testify no fear of man, frequently coming down to seek 
for food in the villages and towns they pass over, without appar- 

According to Coues: Fig. 8. ently regarding the noisy bustle of the streets. Even during their 
+The orisinal TMenIOh hig henaGhitenec fr Bort winter journeyings they settle frequently, and pass the entire day 

pedeeo ane occ Outals Reet ee Ge mon indolently perching in crowds upon the trees, remaining almost 
Eek, Great Bear Lake, ee pe ee p08 teuree ee Bante motionless for some hours together, only descending in the morning 
Ste ican. a foes ee hae rey and evening to procure berries, in search of which they climb from 
poe ee te te “ ee ts. at Eee cent o branch to branch with considerable dexterity. Their flight is light its range, about the Mexican border, which, so far as known, it and graceful, being. effected by very rapid strokes of the wings. 
does not pass, it is observed only in winter. In the mountainous Upon the eecuad they move with difficulty, and rarely alight upon 
portions of Arizona I found it rather uncommon, and only late in its gutface, exctipt when in,seaveh of eciee: Their callenoteciana 
the autumn, or in winter; I do not think it breeds in the vicinity hissing pviueriag sound, very similar to that produced by blowing 

at zate V eipeles Wongh probably it does'so in the higher’ moun- down the barrel of a oe The song, though monotonous and tains not far distant. Dr. Cooper noticed its occurrence in num- gentle, is uttered by both sexes with so much energy and expres 

ie when! se Diego; in the severe enter of 1861~62; they re- sion as to produce a pleasing effect, and may be generally heard 
ened ne ees sr suddenly meeapoeered. = (They were throughout the entire year. Insects unquestionably constitute the at that time,’ he continues, ‘ sitting perched on the low weeds and principal food of the Waxwing during ite warmer montampaten 
bushes about the plains, often quite a flock together, and some con- winter they subsist mainly upon various kinds of berries. So vo- 

Sa Peretag tke bite uttcrilies over the grass; at a height racious is this species that, according to Naumann, it will devour often of fifty feet, on the watch for insects.’ This accords perfectly an amount of food equal io ehe weight of its own body in the course 
with my own observations. The same naturalist found the birds of twenty-four hours. When caged, it sits all day close to its eat- 

Sue ver nh cy apdged young, eee poke Tate goa Be ing trough, alternately gorging, digesting, and sleeping, without 
pe es Oe ies Heres at as slevelon BE eye! ©r0e: cls intermission. Until the last few years we were entirely without 
Eoleae! MoCall speaks of ee Beebe a ee ae penn re: particulars as to the incubation of the Waxwing, and have to thank 
pit eres ip boxes Bievided: op iene, uel Nie: out eietemn Wolley for the first account of the nest and eggs. This gentleman, : 
ete alien found it using s Be oak holes; ancy who visited Lapland in 1857, determined not to return to England 
Pie Pierce, fom ees Were depesed ape vid ca wneet until he had procured the long-desired treasure, and, after great The habits of all the species of Séadza are essentially similar, how- trouble and expense, succeeded in collecting no fewer than six 

ge yy Pe corte aa to eta) peas a hundred eggs. All ne nests discovered were deeply ensconced cumstances. The eggs of all are alike, pale blue in color, and among the boughs of pine trees, at no great height from the 
can not be distinguished with any certainty. Those of the present ground; their walls were principally formed of dry twigs and 

ee pe 0.05 tn length by aean a RE scraps from the surrounding branches; the central cavity was wide, being thus rather larger than those of |S. s¢a/és, which average deep, and lined with blades of grass and feathers. The brood 

about 0.85 by O:08 5 consists of from four to seven, but usually of five eggs, which are 
2 laid about the middle of June; the shell is bluish or purplish-white, 

sparsely sprinkled with brown, black, or violet spots and streaks, 

some of which take the form of a wreath at the broad end. The
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: Waxwing easily accustoms itself to life in a cage, and in some in- ‘We found this familiar bird,” says Nuttall, ‘‘ entirely confined 
stances has been known to live for nine or ten years in confine- to the western side of the Rocky Mountains. Like the common 

ment, feeding principally upon vegetables, salad, white bread, Towhee, it is seen to frequent the forests amidst bushes and thick- 

groats, or bran steeped in water.”— Brehm. ets, where, flitting along or scratching up the dead leaves, it seems 

Coues says: intent on gaining a humble livelihood. It is, at the same time, 

«The singularly erratic movements of this species are well much more shy than the common kind, when observed flying off 
known, but not so easily accounted for, since the exigencies of the or skulking in the thickest places, where it is with difficulty fol- 

weather and scarcity of food do not seem sufficient, in every in- lowed. In a few minutes, however, the male, always accompany- 
stance, to explain the case. It seems, however, most nearly par- ing his mate, creeps out, and at first calls in a low whisper of 
allel with that of the Wild Pigeon. The occasional occurrence of recognition, when, if not immediately answered, he renews his 
the bird in small numbers in winter, through New England and plaintive pay, pay, or pay, payay, until joined by her; but, if the 
the other Atlantic States, as far as Philadelphia, is noticed in the nest be invaded, he comes out more boldly, and reiterates his com- 
records above quoted. The only Eastern United States region plaint while there remains around him the least cause of alarm. 
where it seems to be of regular occurrence in winter is the vicinity When undisturbed, during the period of incubation, he frequently 
of the Great Lakes. Mr. T. Mcllwraith reports (Proc. Ess. Inst. mounts a low bush in the morning, and utters, at short intervals, 
v, 1866, 87) that at Hamilton, Canada West, it is a winter visitant, for an hour at a time, his monotonous and quaint warble, which is 
‘sometimes appearing in vast flocks, and not seen again for several very similar to the notes of the Towhee ; but this latter note (towhee), 
years.’ We also have advices from Kansas, and from the Colorado so often reiterated by our humble and familiar Ground Robin, is 
valley, latitude 35°. We have no United States record from the never heard in the western wilds, the present species uttering in 
Pacific coast, but Dr. Cooper gives an interesting note in his later its stead the common complaint, and almost mew of the Cat Bird. 
work, above quoted. ‘It is probable,’ he says, ‘that they reside, On the r4th of June I found the nest of this species, situated in 
during summer, about the summits of the loftiest mountains of the the shelter of a low shrub on the ground, in a depression scratched 
interior ranges, if not in the Sierra Nevada, as I have seen them out for its reception. It was composed of a rather copious lining 
in September at Fort Laramie, and the specimen obtained on the of clean wiry grass, with some dead leaves beneath as a founda- 
Colorado was a straggler from some neighboring mountains. It tion; the eggs were four, newly hatched, very closely resembling 
appeared January roth, after a stormy period, which had whitened those of the Towhee, thickly spotted over, but more so at the largei 
the tops of the mountains with snow, and was alone, feeding on end, with very small, round, and numerous reddish-chocolate 
the berries of the mistletoe, when I shot it.’” spots. As usual, the pair showed great solicitude about their nest, 

the male in particular approaching boldly to scold and lament at 
: oD 

American Mealy Redpoll, Mealy Redpoll Linnet. (2igiothus canescens.) Be neon: 

Fig. to. 

This is one of our rare species. In summer it is met with in the ee see 2a Oe jinegles Fin 
Arctic regions. Their note is somewhat similar to the Lesser Red- : 
poll Linnet, but more clear and distinct. Nuttall says: Fig. 12. a ae a : : ma ae aah epee an eager ning | isis oe of ur northern sei st dcoveed by Audubon Titmice also, they frequently feed and hang to the twigs in re- in Labrador. Their habits and characteristics are very similar to 
versed posture.” ‘that of the Song Sparrow. It is most usually met with mounted 

“In their habits,” says Audubon, «I could see no difference be- on the topmost twig of some tree or tall shrub near streams in the 

tween them and the common Redpoll; but their notes, although in oa oe - os ee “— eel? . anete "ese 
some degree similar, as is usually the case in all birds of the same a play 16 oo =e noe ae ae : eae cee: : Be us 
family, differed sufficiently to induce me to believe that this mealy- padetcts Haekes hoping, a. ae ee es : ee 
colored bird is quite distinct from the species above mentioned, He See ere oe ei e ee i Ps tight 
although very nearly allied to it. I wish it were in my power to = lore saris ia woe eat disco 2 ee Mls Rong ae, 
describe this difference of modulation, which seems to me still vi- a a o wee pnd ieee os swrtly to alistant eelten, 
brating in my ear, but I can not, and therefore must be content et ane ' [ RE ga aS ae oe pad oe 
with assuring you that the notes of the two birds are as nearly the a the amallas oo S a ee a hy ee prevalent z 
same, and yet as distinct, as those of the American Gold-finch and ue county, sua vuicy BOW Esto aula Ee and de 
the European bird of the same name. Removing from one spot to ses | - oe pea beds. es any on ee 
another with the peculiar activity and capriciousness of the Linnet the genie: tones es peelent aes PUB RS ene oe family, they would fly from one portion to another of the wild nat- males often chase each other until the weaker is forced to abandon 

ural meadow on which I watched them nearly an hour before I the walley: apd seek 105 nee one ee : sew shot them; alight here and there, peck at the berries a few mo- see more than two or three pairs in a tract seven or eight miles in 

ments, and suddenly, as if affrighted, rise, perform various wide cane 
and circling flights in deep undulations, and at once alighting, re- 
pose for a short while. Like Titmice, and often with downward Sees 
inclined head, they fed, chattered to each other, and then, resting 

for an instant, plumed themselves.” 
PLATE LXXII. 

Arotio Towhee, Arctic Spotted Towhee, or Arctic Ground Finch. (Pzpzlo American Barn Swallow, Barn Swallow. (/érundo horreorum.) 
arcticus.) Figs 

ae Swallows have been observed as long back as the time of An- 
This pretty species of Finch is mostly confined to the Rocky acreon, and in his thirty-third ode he describes it as follows: 

Mountains. It is retired, but not a shy or distrustful bird in its “ Lovely Swallow, once a year, 
habits. Pleased you pay your visit here ; 

q
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AMERICAN BARN SWALLOW. 108 
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When our clime the sunbeams gild, Isaiah, as if reproving himself, says: ‘Like a Swallow do I chat- 
Here your airy nest you build; ter.’ A son of the Greek comedian, Aristophanes, whose name 
And, when bright days cease to smile, was Necostratus, and who was also a devotee of the muses, thus 
Fly to Memphis or the Nile.” sings of them— 

‘If in prating from movzn till night, 
About the middle of. February, or early in March, this species is A sign of our wisdom it be, 

usually met with in Florida and Georgia. About the beginning of The Swallows are wiser by right 
s i i " : <3 For they prattle much faster than we’ April they are seen in the Middle States. Their migrations ex- 

tend as far as Alaska, Greenland, and the West Indies. The Barn ‘ Against this rhyme of the old Greek poet let_us_ place this 
Swallow is very rapid when on the wing, which enables it to pass verse of one of our charming modern singers, Mr. C. G. Leland: 
promptly from one country to another, to more favorable climates. ‘ Oh, spring bird of the early flowers, first minstrel of the year, 
Professor R. A. Oakes, a well-known writer on the science of Oris Fast darting herald of the morn—right welcome art thou here. 
tholo ab ehes i rerentt eT = Thou art the truest troubadour, for who to-day doth sing 

BY» P Pacey ometesting acconntio he Swallow in So constantly of winter past—so oft of coming spring’ 
Myth and Song,” from which we take the following : 

«‘ Shakespeare, the sublimest master of all, has painted the 
«From his familiar intercourse with the human race, the swal- Swallow in such brilliant colors that all other pictures seem tame 

low has become endowed with every kindly quality. The Scandi- beside it: 
navians call him the bird of consolation. In that bitter agony, _‘ The guest of summer, 
through which the sins of the world have become as white as snow, The temple-hunting martlet, does approve 
they claim the Swallow came and spread his wings beneath the By his loved ae hee ees 
cross to lighten the load of the Savior, and when the last great suf- Be ee ee Aaa i 
fering came which caused the very earth to shudder aud hide its PWatemadents pendent bed: cad prccrenupcradiel 
face in darkness, the loving bird hung with pity over the convulsed Where they most breed and haunt, I have observed 
brow and softly sung—Salva! Salva! Salva! The air is delicate.’ 

‘« Pliny, who accords to all animals the possession of faculties 
akin to those of man, tells us that the Swallows refuse to visit ‘In all weather folk-lore the Swallow plays a conspicuous part. 
Bizya, because of the crime of Tereus, and that they never enter Spenser tells us— 
the houses of Thebes, because that city had been so often captured. ‘ When Swallow peeps out of her nest, 
Every year, he adds, near the city of Coptos, on an island sacred The cloudy welkin cleareth.’ 
to Isis, they strengthen the angular corners with chaff and straw, tela Gave Pastoraiewe had 
thus effectually fortifying it against the river. Night and day Pet Ber te iene Mee ce 
they persevere in this labor, and many work so unremittingly that : Looe — high e apt in air, 
they perish. e told us that the welkin would be clear. 

‘¢ Possibly this work is done in honor of the Egyptian goddess . : pe $ 
who once pa their lovely guise. In his fy on foie and “A sign of rain, Smart in his Hop Gatdea, tells.ur, as Wied 
Osiris, Plutarch, the most charming of essayists, tells us that after ‘ The Swallows, too, their airy circuits wave, 
Typhon had treacherously enticed Osiris into the curious ark, had And, screaming, skim the brook. 
fastened the cover, making it a living tomb, and had thrown it into ‘ : : 
the sea; after the sea tad cast it back upon the coast of Byblos, ope ducing deny me cinen pi Caneec sac Umu icy ae Swallows 
and the heath in which his coffin lodged, had grown into a beauti- feed bak oer flutter low over streams, a e the warm 
ful tree, inclosing it within the trunk; after the king, admiring the sunshiie and the - bogn Be eae tempt ee OO ea 
unusual size of the plant, had cropped its bushy parts and made it tended JOULIEY Sy SS ee ee auens my: be taken as a DEL: 
the support of the roof of his house, then Isis came, and, by tender sure ae ae Ww Bs Decent they gbus ripen pursued their 

endearments, obtained access to the king’s dwelling. Thus living prey, that Pythagoras, who believed inthe tenses BOUls) 
once more in the hidden presence of her beloved, she would turn refused them shelter beneath his roof. So Chaucer dismisses our 
herself into a Swallow, and unceasingly fly around the imprisoned bird in this doubtful couplet— 
coffin, moaning his misfortune and her own sad fate. ‘ The Swallow, morder of bees smale, 

‘© So when Ulysses, after many years’ wandering, returns weary That maken honey of flouers fressh of hewe.’ 

and foot-sore to his home to only find it thickly beset with suitors “* Of the intelligence of this bird all observers in natural history 
for faithful Penelope’s hand, Athenia encourages him to do battle, furnish ample record. Considering the size of his brain his men- 

and, in the words of Homer— tal resources are wonderful. M. Dupont de Nemours gives an ac- 
‘ Willing longer to survey count of one ‘ which had unhappily slipped its foot into a slip-knot 

The sire and son’s great act, withheld the day, of pack-thread, the other end of which was attached to a spout of 
By further toils decreed the brave to try, the College of Four Nations. Its strength was almost exhausted ; 
And level poised the wings of victory ; 2 it hung at the end of the thread, uttered cries, and sometimes raised 
Then with a change of form eludes the sight, itself as if making efforts to fly away. All the Swallows of the 
Perch’d like a Swallow on a rafter’s height, large basin between the bridges of the Tuileries and the Pont Neuf, 
Brad) unvetcsived | hove he rsite Aght and perhaps from places more remote, had assembled to the num- 

*e A Swallow chirped around the head of Alexander the Great ber of several thousand. Their flight was like a cloud; all uttered 
while he slept, and awakened him to warn him of the machinations a cry of pity and alarm. After some hesitation, and a tumultuous 
which his family were plotting against him. counsel, one of them fell upon a device for delivering their com- 

‘© St. Francis Assissi, the purest and loveliest of all the later panion, communicated it to the rest, and began to put it into exe- 
saints, when preaching at Alviane, could not make himself heard cution. Each took his place; all those who were at hand went in 
from the twittering of the Swallows which at the time were build- turn, as if in the sport of running at the ring, and, in passing, 
ing their nests; pausing, therefore, in his sermon, he said: ‘ My struck the thread with their bills. These efforts, directed at one 
sisters, you have talked enough; it is time that I had my turn. Be point, were continued every second, and even more frequently. 
silent, and listen to the word of God! And they were silent im- Half an hour was passed in this kind of labor — the thread 
mediately. was severed and the captive restored to liberty.’ Linnaeus, the 

“¢ Of te musical powers of the Swallow, not much can be said great naturalist, gives an account of a Sparrow taking up its abode 
5 in praise. Gilbert White, whose delightful book is full of notes on in the nest of a Swallow, and resisting every attempt, not only of 

the Swallow, tells us that he ‘is a delightful songster, and in soft its true occupant, but of its companions, to oust the intruder. Af- 
sunny weather sings both perching and flying on trees in a kind of ter vain attempts, during which the Sparrow only intrenched him- 
concert, and on chimney-tops.’ The Greeks, however, had a self the more securely, the Swallows resorted to new measures. 
proverb advising men not to harbor Swallows as they were bab- They commenced bringing mud in their bills, and gradually walled 
blers. So in the fable, when the Swallows boasted to the Swans up the entrance to the nest, thus burying their enemy in a living 
of their twittering constantly for the benefit of the public, they were tomb. Many like instances have been recorded by ornithologists 
answered that it was better to sing little and well to a chosen few who have lived since the days of the great Swedish naturalist. 
than much and badly to all. Virgil, in the fourth Georgic, rather ‘* Jesse, in his Gleanings from Natural History, tells of a Swal- 
slightingly designates them as the ‘chattering Swallows,’ and low’s nest having been blown down in a severe storm, of a com- 

;



106 CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW, CAROLINA GOATSUCKER. 
a a a ee 

. pany of these birds coming to the rescue of the distressed pair, and roof. The lessons she has taught—the examples she has set— 
in a few hours repairing the mischief. In ‘ Science Gossip,’ for have been those of fidelity, of trust, of affection. For thousands 
1873, Rev. P. Skelton furnishes the following amusing anecdote. of years her mission has been one of pure mercy to man. She is 
He writes: the type of all that is beautiful in nature—of the first breath of 

«« « [have entertained a great affection and some degree of esteem spring—of the mature glories of summer. Into her life no winter 
for Swallows ever since I saw a remarkable instance of their sense enters. Companion of the flowers, with them she is alike welcome. 
and humor played upon a cat which had, upon a fine day, seated Confiding and graceful, she fully returns the love which mankind 
herself on the top of a gate-post, as if in contemplation, when ten has lavished upon her, and with a fidelity more than human, since 
or a dozen Swallows, knowing her to be an enemy, took it into it admits of no alienation, returns year by year to bless the roof 
their heads to tantalize her in a manner which showed a high de- which first sheltered her.” 
gree not only of good sense, but of humor. One of these birds, 
coming from behind her, flew close by her ear, and she made a 
slap at it with her paw, but it was too late. Another Swallow in 5 . : = 
cee six seconds did the same, and she made the same unsuccess- Chucks Willle- Widow, (Carolina Goatstioker Gene 
ful attempt to catch it. This was followed by a third, and so on to nensis.) 
the number just mentioned; and every one as it passed seemed to 
set up a laugh at the disappointed enemy, very like the laugh of a eee 
oung child when tickled. The whole number following one an- i - & - Be ; . 

ee the distance of about three yards, formed a regula circle This noisy little night bird a chiefly confined o the Atlantic 
in the air, and played it off like a wheel at her ear for nearly an and Gulf States. It derives its name from the similarity of its 
hour, not seemingly at all alarmed at her, who stood within six or notes to the articulated sound of the word ‘ chuck-will’s-widow.’ 
seven yards of the post. I enjoyed this sport, as well as the pretty This singular combination may be heard soon after the setting of . birds, till the cat, tired out with disappointment, quitted the gate- the sun, and, again, before dawn, in the morning. At each time 
post as much huffed as I had been diverted.’ ee shee i i ‘«In the same periodical, Mr. Lamerque, of Dover, contributes it is continued, at short intervals, in the same atrains for several 
a similar anecdote. He was attracted by the screaming of a pair hours. Its pursuit of food is carried on entirely by night. 
of Swallows, who were rearing a brood under an archway. They Nuttall says: ‘‘ In the day, like some wandering spirit, it retires 
were making rapid swoops at a cat, which, for a time, struck at to secresy and silence, as if the whole had only been a disturbed them with her paw, until, becoming frightened, she crouched down diene Ine the evening, fein singular call, of ‘chuck-will’e: 
and bobbed her head in the most ludicrous manner at each attack. idow.? be heard Ae hale le ue t bei 1 The observer then took the cat up and placed her immediately un- WIGOW a MAY Pe ete 1O0 2a eae ls, tones ooo eae 
der the nest, at which the birds only became the more daring, and louder, and more full than those of the Whip-poor-will. This spe- were reinforced by another pair, who attacked the cat with so much cies is particularly numerous in the vast forests of the Mississippi, 

fury, aed finally crouched in abject terror between Mr. La- where, throughout the evening, its echoing notes are heard in the merque’s feet. : ‘ . : ‘ 
2 fe Gilbert White says that ‘ the Swallow, probably the male bird, eee giess, aud fos ane Surigus tay and alene bills, becaipe 

is the excebitor to house-martins and other little birds, announcing almost toe ee eat during ec noe of oe moony and at the bod- the approach of birds of prey; for, as soon as a hawk appears, ing sound of its elfin voice, when familiar and strongly reiterated, 
with a shrill alarming note he calls all the Swallows and Martins the thoughtful, superstitious savage becomes sad and pensive. Its 
about him, who pursue in a body, and buffet and strike their en- flight is low, and it skims only a few feet above the surface of the 
emy, till they have driven him from the village, darting down from ground, frequently settling on logs and fences; from whence it above on his back, and rising in a perpendicular line in perfect se- tt nd-in pursuit of fying moths and Giccctan whiten 
turity. This bird will sound the alarm and strike at cats when they e eu ecbe poe Po 5 ying é aS cs climb the roofs of houses, or otherwise approach the nest.’ Boer- constitute its food. Sometimes they are seen sailing near the 
have records an instance of a Swallow returning to her nest, and ground, and occasionally descend to pick up a beetle, or flutter 
finding the building under whose eaves it was built on fire, flying lightly round the trunk of a tree in quest of some insect crawling 
to ene rescue of her young at the expense of her own life. a upon the bark. In rainy and gloomy weather, they remain silent 
aril ee found in the Swallow, as in all things, spirit- in the hollow log which affords them and the bats a common roost 

and refuge by day. When discovered in this critical situation, and 
‘Iam fond of the Swallow ; I learn from her flight, without the means of escape, they ruffle up their feathers, spread } 
a me i Seed ates open their enormous mouths, and utter a murmur almost like the 

She dwells in the skies, she is ever above’ hissing of a snake, thus endeavoring, apparently, to intimidate 

“*So Cowley, and Dryden, and Hunti’s and Thomson, and ten ee i au = ea ee ace a are oe 
endless weavers of rhyme have traced the flight of the Swallow See eee Se ue CBee, we aa ae eee yon through all the web and woof of their cloth of gold. the ground, and usually in the woods: they are yellowish-white, 

‘‘In Longfellow’s Birds of Passage may be found the pretty sprinkled with dark bluish-purple and brown specks, oval, and 
legend of the Emperor Charles of Spain and the Swallow who rather large; if they be handled, or even the young, the parents, . built her mud palace upon the roof of his tent. After the be- suspicious of danger, remove them to some other place. As early 
teaguered town had surrendered to the great commander, and the as the middle of August, according to Audubon, they retire from | victorious army moved to other quarters, his tent still remained un- if : F molested ; the United States, though some winter in the central parts of East j 

2 ‘So it stood there all alone, Florida.” . 
Loosely flapping, torn and tattered, Wilson says: ‘¢ This singular genus of birds, formed to subsist | 
ao. ee on the superabundance of nocturnal insects, are exactly and sur- . 
Which the cannon-shot had shattered’ prisingly fitted for their peculiar mode of life. Their flight is low, 

: : : to accommodate itself to their prey; silent, that they may be the / 
“* The Swallow, in myth and song, has a flight so long, so bright, better concealed, and sweep upon it unawares; their sight, most so joyous, that not even a foliocan compass it. Ruskin, in Love’s ted the duck wh i jusects(ire unread ane: 1aG j Meinie, in her praise, becomes inspired with all the eloquence of BOOS pees ee EN TNS s BPS Boron es tele SNOMONS: his earlier and better days. I have gathered but a handful of the something like those of the Bat, quick and sudden; their mouths, praises of which in all literatures she is made the recipient. Out capable of prodigious expansion, to seize with more certainty, and 4 of the dim past she sails down upon us an object of beauty and of furnished with long, branching hairs, or bristles, serving as pali- ; Be prosng he coe ae va ‘ | vee oes oo oa sadoes to secure what comes between them. Reposing so much om. In every age she has personified loyalty, truth, and beauty. : : = : : ; ; 

At her De ie enivevesl heart of riot Maree eed Sages during the heats of day, they are eh inipsied Win Nese Be stition everywhere has thrown around her its protecting arm. ticularly about the head, and are provided with a comb on the in- 4 Wherever the human race have erected habitations the Swallow ner edge of the middle claw, with which they are often employed has deserted its old nesting-place to find a home beneath the same | in tidding themselves of these pests, at least when in a state of :
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captivity. Having no weapons of defense, except their wings, are-you, ’who-who, ’who-are-you?’ Another approaches, and bids 
their chief security is in the solitude of night, and in their color him, as if a slave under the lash, ‘ work-away, work-work-work- 

; and close retreats by day; the former so much resembling that of away.’ A third mournfully cries, ‘ willy-come-go! willy-willy- 
dead leaves of various hues, as not to be readily distinguished willy-come-go!’ And as you get among the high lands, our old 
from them even when close at hand.” acquaintance vociferates, ‘ whip-poor-will, ’whip-whip-whip-poor- 

will!’ It is therefore not surprising that such unearthly sounds 
2 P should be considered in the light of supernatural forebodings issu- 

Night-Jar, Whip-poor-will. (Axtrostomus vociferus.) ing from specters in the guise of birds. Although our Whip-poor- 
Fig. 3. wiil seems to speak out in such plain English, to the ears of the 

F : aboriginal Delaware its call was ‘ wecoilis,’ though this was proba- 
The Whip-poor-will, so called from its peculiar cry, is a well- bly some favorite phrase or interpretation, which served it for a 

known nocturnal bird, and is rarely seen. It is an abundant spe- name. The Whip-poor-will, when engaged in these nocturnal 
: cies, and may be met with in the eastern parts of the United rambles, is seen to fly within a few feet of the surface in quest of 

States. : moths and other insects, frequently, when abundant, alighting 
“This remarkable and well-known nocturnal bird,” says Nuttall, around the house. During the day they retire into the darkest 

‘* arrives in the Southern States in March, and in the Middle States woods, usually on high ground, where they pass the time in silence 
about the close of April or the beginning of May, and proceeds, and repose, the weakness of their sight by day compelling them to 
in his vernal migrations, along the Atlantic States, to the center of avoid the glare of the light. 
Massachusetts, being rare and seldom seen beyond the latitude of ‘* The female commences laying about the second week in May 
43°3 and yet, in the interior of the continent, according to Vieillot, in the Middle States; considerably later in Massachusetts. She is 
they continue as far as Hudson’s Bay, and even heard, as usual, at no pains to form a nest, though she selects for her deposit some 
by Mr. Say, at Pembino, in the high latitude of 49°. In all this unfrequented part of the forest, near a pile of brush, a heap of 
vast intermediate space, as far south as Natchez, on the Mississippi, leaves, or the low shelving of a hollow rock, and always in a dry 
and the interior of Arkansas, they familiarly breed and take up situation. Here she lays two eggs, without any appearance of an 
their temporary residence. Some also pass the winter in the in- artificial bed. They are of a dusky bluish-white, thickly blotched 
terior of East Florida, according to Audubon. In the eastern part with dark olive. This deficiency of nest is amply made up by the 
of Massachusetts, however, they are uncommon, and always af- provision of nature, for, like Partridges, the young are soon able 
fect sheltered, wild, and hilly situations, for which they have in to run about after their parents, and, until the growth of their 
general a preference. About the same time that the sweetly echo- feathers, they seem such shapeless lumps of clay-colored down, 
ane Vole’ of the Cuckoo is first heard in the north of Europe, issu- that it becomes nearly impossible to distinguish them from the 
ing from the leafy groves, as the sure harbinger of the flowery ground on which they repose. Were a nest present in the exposed 
month of May, arrives among us, in the shades of night, the mys- places where we find the young, none would escape detection. 
terious ‘ Whip-poor-will.’ The well-known saddening sound is The mother, also faithful to her charge, deceives the passenger 
first only heard in the distant forest, re-echoing from the lonely by prostrating herself along the ground with beating wings, as if 
glen or rocky cliff; at length, the oft-told solitary tale is uttered in her dying agony. The activity of the young and old in walk- 
from the fence of the adjoining field or garden, and sometimes the ing, and the absence of a nest, widely distinguishes these birds 
slumbering inmates of the cottage are serenaded from the low roof from the Swallows, with which they are associated. Their food 
or from some distant shed. Superstition, gathering terror from appears to be large moths, beetles, grasshoppers, ants, and such 
every extraordinary feature of nature, has not suffered this harm- insects as frequent the bark of decaying timber.” 
less nocturnal babbler to escape suspicion, and his familiar ap- 
proaches are sometimes dreaded as an omen of misfortune.” 

‘« In the lower part of the State of Delaware I have found these Night-hawk, Bull-bat, Pisk, Piramidig. (Chordedles virginianus.) 
birds troublesomely abundant in the breeding season, so that the Fig. 4. 
reiterated echoes of ‘ whip, whip-poor-will, whip-peri-will,’ issuing 
from several birds at the same time, occasioned such a confused vo- This species, in the spring and fall, during the migrations, is 
ciferation as at first to banish sleep. This call, except in moonlight abundant in most all parts of North America. 
nights, is continued usually till midnight, when they cease, until ‘« Bonaparte remarks,” says Brewer, ‘‘ that the Night-hawks are 
again aroused, for a while. At the commencement of twilight the among the Swallows what the Owls are among the Valconide; 
first and last syllables of their brief ditty receive the strongest em- and, if we may be allowed the expression, the first has more of the 
phasis, and now and then a sort of guttural cluck is heard between hirundine look than the others. The whole plumage is harder, the 
the repetitions, but the whole phrase is uttered in a little more than ends of the quills are more pointed, the tail is forked, and the rec- 
a second of time. But if superstition takes alarm at our familiar tus wants the strong array of bristles which we consider one of the 
and simple species, what would be thought by the ignorant of a essentials in the most perfect form of caprimulgus. We may here 
South American kind, large as the Wood-owl, which, in the lonely remark (although we know that there are exceptions), that we have 
forests of Demerara, about midnight breaks out, lamenting like generally observed in those having the tail forked, and conse- 
one in deep distress, and in a tone more dismal even than the pain- quently with a greater power of quick flight and rapid turnings, 
ful hexachord of the doubtful Ai. The sounds, like the expiring that the plumage is more rigid and the flight occasionally diurnal. 
sighs of some agonizing victim, begin with a high, loud note, ‘ha, This is borne out also in our present species, which play ‘ about in 
ha, ha, ha, ha! ha! ha!’—each tone falling lower and lower, till the air, over the breeding-place, even during the day;’ and, in 
the last syllable is scarcely heard, pausing a moment or two be- their migrations, ‘may be seen almost everywhere, from five 
tween this reiterated tale of seeming sadness. o'clock until after sunset, passing along the Schuylkill and the 

‘« Four other species of the Goatsucker, according to Waterton, adjacent shores.’ 
also inhabit this tropical wilderness, among which also is included ‘The truly night-feeding species have the plumage loose and 
our present subject. Figure to yourself the surprise and wonder downy, as in the nocturnal Owls; the wings more blunted, and the 
of the stranger, who takes up the solitary abode for the first night plumules coming to a slender point and unconnected; the tail 
amidst these awful and interminable forests, when at twilight he rounded, and the rectus armed, in some instances, with very pow- 

: begins to be assailed familiarly with a spectral equivocal bird, ap- erful bristles. Their organs of sight are also fitted only for a more 
: proaching within a few yards, and thev accosting him with ‘ who- gloomy light. They appear only at twilight, reposing during the 

:
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i08 CAROLINA TITMOUSE—RUBY-THROATED HUMMING BIRD. 
a ae 

day among furze of brake, or sitting in their own peculiar manner most commonly in motion an hour or two before dusk. Sometimes, 

on a branch; but if inactive amidst the clearer light, they are all indeed, they are seen out in the brightest and hottest weather, and 

energy and action when their own day has arrived.” occasionally, while basking in the sun, find means to give chase to 

Toward the close of April the Night-Hawk arives in the Middle the cécindeli’, carabz, and other entirely diurnal insects, as well as 

States, and early in May they are first seen near the sea-coast of grasshoppers, with which they often gorge themselves in a surpris- 

Massachusetts, which at all times appears to be a favorite resort. ing manner; but they probably seldom feed more than an hour or 

In the interior of the continent they penetrate as far as the sources two in the course of the day. About the middle of August they 
of the Mississippi, the Rocky Mountains, and the territory of Ore- begin their migrations toward the South, on which occasion they 

gon; they are likewise observed around the dreary coasts of Hud- may be seen in the evening moving in scattered flocks, consisting of 
son’s Bay, and the remotest Arctic islands, breeding in the whole several hundreds together, and darting after insects or feeding lei- 

intermediate region, to the more temperate and elevated parts of surely as they advance toward more congenial climes.—(/Vuttall.) 

Georgia. 
They are now commonly seen toward evening, in pairs, sailing 

round in sweeping circles, high in the air, occasionally descending Carolina Titmouse. (Parus carolinensis.) : 
lower to capture flying insects, chiefly of the larger kind, such as Figs 

wasps, beetles, and moths. About the middle of May, or later, 

the female selects some open spot in the woods, the corner of a The Carolina Titmouse is a constant inhabitant of the Southern 

corn-field, or dry, gravelly knoll, on which to deposit her eggs, States of North America, extending from the lower parts of Lou- 

which are only two, and committed to the bare ground, where, isiana, through the Floridas as far as the borders of the Roanoke 

however, from the similarity of their tint with the soil, they are, in river, reaching eastward as far as the State of New Jersey. In 
fact, more secure from observation than if placed in a nest. They general, it is found only in the immediate vicinity of ponds and 

are nearly oval, of a muddy bluish-white, marked all over with deep marshy and moist swamps; it is rarely seen during the win- 

touches of an umber color. Here the male and his mate reside ter in greater numbers than one pair together, and frequently 

during the period of incubation, roosting at a distance from each singly ; whereas the Black-cap Titmouse, which this species much 

other on the ground, or in the neighboring trees; and, in conse- resembles, moves in flocks during the whole winter, frequenting 

quence of the particular formation of their feet, like the rest of the orchards, gardens, or the hedges and trees along the roads, enter- 

genus, they roost or sit lengthwise on the branch. During the pro- ing the villages and coming to the wood-piles of the farmers; 

gress of incubation, the female is seen frequently, for some hours whereas the southern species is never met with in such places at 
before nightfall, playing about in the air over the favorite spot, any time of the year, and is at all seasons a shyer bird. The Car- 

mounting in wide circles, occasionally propelled by alternate quick olina Titmouse breeds in the holes abandoned by the Brown-headed 
and slow vibrations of the wings, until, at times, he nearly ascends Nuthatch. It is composed of fine wool, cotton, and some fibers of 

beyond the reach of sight, and is only known by his sharp and plants, the whole fitted together so as to be of a uniform thickness 
sudden squeak, which greatly resembles the flying shriek of the throughout, and contains four white eggs. 

towering Swift. At other times, he is seen suddenly to precipitate 

himself downward for sixty or eighty feet, and wheeling up again 

as rapidly ; at which instant a hollow whirr, like the rapid turning Ruby-throated Humming Bird. (Zrochilus colubris.) 
of a spinning-wheel, or a strong blowing into the bung-hole of an Fig. 6 
empty hogshead, is heard, and supposed to be produced by the 

action of the air on the wings or in the open mouth of the bird. The length of the body of this species is three inches and a half, 
He then again mounts as before, playing about in his ascent, and and the breadth four inches and a quarter. It is found in all the 

giving out his harsh squeak till, in a few moments, the hovering eastern portions of the United States, and is abundant in summer. 

is renewed as before; and at this occupation, the male solely con- It is met with in the gardens hovering above flowers, upon the 

tinues till the close of twilight. The female, if disturbed while sweets of which, and insects, it feeds. It is pre-eminently migra- 
sitting on her charge, will suffer the spectator to advance within a tory in its habits, a great portion of its life being spent in passing 

foot or two of her, before she leaves the nest; she then tumbles from North to South, and wice versa. 

about and flutters with an appearance of lameness, to draw off the “The Ruby-throated Humming Bird,” says Wilson, ‘‘ makes 

observer, when, at length, she mounts into the air and disappears. its first appearance in Georgia, from the South, about the 23d of 

On other occasions, the parent, probably the attending male, puffs March. As it passes on to the northward, as far as the interior of 

himself up, as it were, into a ball of feathers, at the same time Canada, where it is seen in great numbers, the wonder is excited 

striking his wings on the ground, and opening his capacious mouth how so feebly- constructed and delicate a little creature can make 

to its full extent, he stares wildly, and utters a blowing hiss, like its way over such extensive regions of lakes and forests among so 

that of the Barn Owl when surprised in his hole. On observing many enemies, all its superiors in strength and size; but its very s 

this grotesque maneuver, and this appearance, so unlike that of a minuteness, the rapidity of its flight, which almost eludes the eye, 

volatile bird, we are struck with the propriety of the metaphorical and its admirable instinct or reason are its guides and protectors. 
French name of ‘‘Crapaud volans,” or Flying Toad, which it, About the 25th of April it usually arrives in Pennsylvania, and 

indeed, much resembles while thus shapelessly tumbling before the about the r1th of May begins to build its nest. This is generally 4 
astonished spectator. The same feint is also made when they are fixed on the upper side of some horizontal branch, not among the 4 
wounded, on being approached. Like some of the other species, twigs, but where it is attached by the side to an old moss-grown ; 

instinctively vigilant for the safety of their misshapen and tender trunk; others may be found fastened on a strong, rank stalk or 

brood, they also, probably, convey them, or the eggs, from the weed in the gardens, but these cases are rare. The next, which 

scrutiny of the meddling observer. In our climate, they have no is usually placed on a branch some ten feet from the ground, is : 

more than a single brood. about one inch in diameter, and as much in depth, and the outer ; 

Sometimes the Night-hawk, before his departure, is seen to visit coat of one now lying before me is formed of a small species of : 

the towns and cities, sailing in circles, and uttering his squeak as bluish-grey lichen, thickly glued on with the saliva of the bird, 

he flies high and securely over the busy streets, occasionally sweep- giving firmness and consistency to the whole, as well as keeping 3 

ing down, as usual, with his whirring notes; and at times he may out moisture; within this are thickly-matted layers of the fine ; 

be observed even on the tops of chimneys, uttering his harsh call. | wings of certain flying seeds, closely laid together; and lastly the 4 

In gloomy weather they are abroad nearly the whole day, but are downy substance from the great mullein and from the stalks of the |
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E common fern lining the whole. The two eggs are pure white, and 
of equal thickness at both ends. 

E ‘© No sooner,” says Audubon, ‘ does the returning sun again Summer Red-bird. (Pyranga @stiva.) . é introduce the vernal season, and cause millions of plants to expand Fi their leaves and blossoms to his genial beams, than this Humming = Bird is seen advancing on fairy wings, carefully visiting every flower- This species derives its name from the fact that it is only seen in 
cup, and, like a curious florist, removing from each the injurious the United States from May to September. Though far from nu- : insects that would, otherwise, ere long, cause their beauteous petals merous, it is well known all over the country. It is an inhabitant to droop and decay. Poised in the air, it is observed peeping cau- of the extensive forests, where it is found in pairs, living a very 

| tiously and with sparkling eye into their innermost recesses, whilst quiet and retired life, and generally is seen perched upon the top- 
the ethereal motion of the pinions, so rapid and so light, appears most branches of trees. It also frequently makes its appearance 
to fan and cool the flowers without injury to their fragile texture, in the gardens and plantations, where it does considerable damage and produces a delightful murmuring sound. Its long delicate to fruit and flax. The Summer Red-bird makes his migrations at 
beak enters the cup of the flower, and the protruded double tongue, night. Its habits are quiet and monotonous, and it is deficient as 
delicate, sensitive, and imbued with a glutinous saliva, touches a singing bird. The beauty of its red plumage affords quite a each insect in succession, and draws it from its lurking-place to be striking contrast to the surrounding trees. Its flight is smooth and instantly swallowed. All this is done in a moment, and the bird, gliding, and it seldom descends to seek its food upon the ground. "as it leaves the flower, sips so small a portion of its liquid honey Its movements among the branches are slow, and the trifling 
that the theft, we may suppose, is but a benefit to the flower, which amount of animation of which it appears capable is expressed by is thus relieved from the attacks of its destroyers. The prairie, occasionally flapping its wings or uttering its call, which consists the fields, the orchards, and the gardens,—nay, the deepest shades of only two notes. It lives principally upon insects, catching 
of the forests, are all visited in their turn, and everywhere the little them when upon the wing. The nest, which is clumsy in its 
bird meets with pleasure and with food. Its gorgeous throat in construction, is usually built upon a forked branch, no care being 
beauty and brilliancy baffles all description. Now it glows with a taken for its concealment; dry roots and straw generally form the 
fiery hue, and again it changes to the deepest velvet-black. The outer wall; the interior is lined with fine grass. The eggs, four 
upper parts of its body are of resplendent changing green, and it or five in number, are light blue or dark greenish-blue. Both 
throws itself through the air with a swiftness and vivacity hardly sexes unite in the duties of incubation, sitting upon the brocd for 
conceivable. - It moves from flower to flower like a gleam of light, the space of a fortnight, and feeding the nestlings principally upon 
upward and downward, to the right and to the left. During their insects. : 
migrations they pass through the air in long undulations, raising By the beginning of June the young birds are strong enough to 
themselves for some distance at an angle of about 40°, and then fly about the country, accompanying their parents, until the season 

i falling in a curve; but the smallness of their size precludes the for migration arrives. 
possibility of following them further than fifty or sixty yards with- 
out great difficulty, even with a good glass. They do not alight : : : on the ground, but settle on twigs and branches, where they move Brown Thrush, Thrasher, por, Lape Bird, Brown Thrasher: (ar 
sideways in prettily-measured steps, frequently opening and closing eee or) 
their wings, pluming, shaking, and arranging the whole of their Fig. 8. 
apparel with the utmost neatness and activity. They are particu- Se f a larly fond of spreading one wing at a time, and passing each of This is one of our well-known and favorite summer visitors. Its 
the quill-feathers through their bill in its full length, when, if the sun beautiful song ey. be beard ae ue cal, morning; from dhe topa of 
be shining, the wing thus plumed is rendered extremely transparent epe bheae oe oe ecuaad fo iis oe F ati desired by, Gentry, 
and light. They quit the twig without the slightest difficulty in an Be ee ses of Bids: wih ie fotos ing syllables 
instant, and appear to be possessed of superior powers of vision, Twe-twit-’weet, Gawce ly attr bee mua ut eave RaWs 
making directly toward a Marten or Blue Bird when fifty or sixty key hes febbo-ki a, tuuet twit, Resheks; er to Bey hore 
yards before them, before it seems aware of their approach. eo eheehe the tte 5 PES Peer Pee? eee be Fee ee 

‘« Where is the person who, on seeing this lovely little creature ti-oo, ka-wa, keou, koo-koo, a ta-kare-ki-wa, pee-wee-te- 
moving on humming winglets through the air, suspended as if by ep teenies Creel eee come ee 
magic, flitting from one flower to another with motions as graceful oP Beene se, ed ee eanily recognized when oUSe 
as they are light and airy, pursuing its course and yielding new heard. ie : aay periormner; BG pings fer ear at saoe 
delight wherever it is seen—where is the person who, on ob- Withoue changing 6 omnes je fi 
serving its glittering fragment of a rainbow, would not pause, ad- Battal saya S TBie large in6 wel Rions soogetet fe (una In 
mire, and turn his mind with reverence toward the Almighty Cre- ae pee et eg eEEES: rom, Hudson's Bay to hee nee 
ator, the wonders of whose hand we at every step discover, and of fe Gulf, eres everywhere; though most, sbundaniy 1 ie : : : i northern portions. 

eee Cheer Be msaliegs ‘“* Early in October, these birds retire to the south, and, probably, 
extend their migrations, at that season, through the warmer regions 

“When morning dawns, and the blest sun again toward the borders of the tropics. From the fifteenth of April till . 
Lifts his red glories o’er the eastern main, early in May, they begin to revisit the Middle and Southern States, 
Then through our woodbines, wet with glittering dews,, keeping pace, in some measure, with the progress of vegetation. 
The flower-fed Humming Bird his way pursues, They appear always to come in pairs, so that their mutual attachment 
Sips with inserted tube the honied blumes, is probably more durable than the season of incubation. Stationed 
os Se eraiiis a ound He oa near the top of some tall orchard or forest tree, the gay and ani- While richest roses, though in crimson drest, a z : Shrink from the splendor of his gorgeous breast: mated male salutes the morn with his loud and charming song. 
What heavenly tints in mingling radiance fly | His voice, resembling that of the Thrush of Europe, but far more 
Each rapid movement gives a different dye— powerful and varied, rises pre-eminent amidst all the choir of the 
Like scales of burnished gold, they dazzling show; forests. His music has all the full charm of originality; he takes 
Now sink to shade, now like a furnace glow.” no delight in mimicry, and, therefore, really has no right to the 

name of Mocking Bird.



110 YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT—BLACKBIRD—LEWIS’ WOODPECKER. 
a a 

‘From the beginning of the middle of May the Thrasher is 

engaged in building his nest, usually selecting for this purpose a 
low, thick bush in some retired thicket or swamp, a few feet from PLATE LXXIII. 

the earth, or even on the ground in some sheltered tussock, or near 
the root of a bush. It has a general resemblance to the nest of Red and White-shouldered Blackbird, Three-colored Tropial.—(Agelwus 

the Cat Bird; outwardly, being made of small interlacing twigs, Bea) 
and then layers of dry oak or beech leaves ; to these materials gen- Fig. 1. 
erally succeed a stratum of strips of grape-vine or red cedar bark ; ; ae . 
over the whole is piled a mass of some coarse root fibers, and the The Red and White-shouldered Blackbird 18 the Pacific coast 
finishing lining is made of a layer of finer filaments of the same. WAnety, of one Red-winged Blackbird. There is very little, if oe 
The eggs, never exceeding five, are thickly sprinkled with minute difference in their Be" and nests. : Their habits are also similar. 
spots of palish brown on a greenish ground. In the Central Coues says: ‘The Tricolor variety is extremely abundant and 
States these birds rear two broods in the year; in other parts of resident in the fertile portions of Southern California. It vety, 
America, but one. Both parents display the most ardent affection rarely crosses the intermediate desert to the Colorado River; this 
for the young, and attack dogs, cats, and snakes, in their defense. arid tract forming a barrier ue the eastward DIOBECSS of many spe- 
Toward their most insidious enemies of the human race, when the cies, of great efficacy in distinguishing the littoral fauna from that 
latter are approaching their helpless young, every art is displayed ; of the Colorado Valley. One who has traveled this region will 

threats, entreaties, and reproaches, the most pathetic and power- not be surprised that birds with any fancy for green, watery places, 
ful, are tried; they dart at the ravisher with despair, and lament decline the Se oe At Wilmington and Drumm Barracks 
the bereavement they suffer in the most touching strains. I know I found the Tricolors flocking in vast numbers, in November 
nothing equal to the bursts of grief manifested by these affectionate They thronged the streets of the town, and covered the military 
parents, except the accents of human suffering. parade-ground ; alone, so far as their congeners were concerned, 

‘Their food consists of worms, insects, caterpillars, beetles, but on intimate association with hundreds of Brewers’ Blackbirds. 

and various kinds of berries. The movements of the Thrasher Both species were almost as tame as poultry, and the boys used to 
are active, watchful, and sly; it generally flies low, dwelling stone them, to their mutual amusement, I should say, for the birds 

among thickets, and skipping from bush to bush with its long tail were never hit, and rather seemed to like the Spare Often, as I 
spread out like a fan.” sat in my quarters, on a bright sunny day, the light would be sud- 

denly obscured, just as by a quickly passing cloud, and a rushing 

r noise ensued as the compact flock swirled past the window. They — 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Yellow-breasted Icteria, or Warbler. — (Jcterda often alighted by hundreds on the roofs of the barracks, almost 

virens.) hiding the shingles, and every picket of a long paling fence near 
Fig. 9 by would sometimes be capped by its bird. They were very noisy, 

f chattering from daylight till dark—all the time they could see to 
This noted species is one of our abundant summer residents. fly about. Nobody troubled them much; but Hawks of vari us 

The males usually arrive a few days before the females. It is dis- kinds—the Harrier, the Western Red-breast, and the Lanie — 
posed to be very shy, and prefers the secluded high woods and were continually dashing in among them, with terrible swooping, 
underbrush. The food consists of insects and berries. The Chat bringing death to not a few, and dismay everywhere. At this 

usually mates the later part of May, and commences building the season the sexes kept mostly apart; the flocks of males seemea 

nest early in June. The nest, which both sexes help to prepare, to largely outnumber the females. Very few of those I shot and 
is generally placed in the fork of a small cedar or low bush, and examined were in perfect plumage, much of the black being varied 
consists of dry leaves and grapevine bark, and is lined with blades with different shades of brown and yellowish, and the white wing- 
of grass, leaves, and small sticks. The eggs, usually five in num- bar being imperfect. In spring the birds resort together to marshy 
ber, flesh-colored background, and marked with dull red and lilac spots, breeding in loose communities.” 
spots. 

**As soon as the bird has chosen his retreat,” Nuttall says, ‘‘ where 

he can obtain concealment, he becomes jealous of his assumed Lewis’ Woodpecker.—(Asyndesmus torquatus.) 
rights, and resents the least intrusion, scolding all who approach Fig. 2. 
in a variety of odd and uncouth tones, very difficult to describe or 
imitate, except by a whistling, in which case the bird may be A very remarkably colored bird, that is to be met with in the 
made to approach, but seldom within sight. His responses on mountainous parts of Western America. Dr. Coues, in his ‘* Birds 
such occasions are constant and rapid, expressive of anger and of the North West,” gives a good account of this species, as fol- 
anxiety ; and, still unseen, his voice shifts from place amidst the lows: ‘* The plumage of this remarkable Woodpecker is pecu- 
thicket. Some of these notes resemble the whistling of the wings liar, both in texture and color; no other species of our country 
of a flying duck, at first loud and rapid, then sinking till they seem shows such a rich metallic iridescence, or such intense crimson, 
to end in single notes. A succession of other tones are now heard, and in none is the plumage so curiously modified into a bristly 
some like the barking of young puppies, with the variety of hol- character. Unlike most species, again, the sexes are not certainly 
low, guttural, uncommon sounds, frequently repeated, and termin- distinguishable. The young, however, differ very materially, the 
ated occasionally by something like the mewing of a cat, but under parts being dull gray, only here and there slashed with red, - 
hoarser ; a tone, to which all our Virens, particularly the young, the face lacking the crimson velvety pilous area, and the upper 
have frequent recurrence. All these notes are uttered with vehe- parts being much less lustrous. 
mence, and with such strange and various modulations, as to ap- ‘«This fine species, like Sphyrapicus thyrotdeus, is chiefly a 
pear near or distant, like the maneuvers of ventriloquism. In bird of the vast forests that clothe most of our mountain ranges 
mild weather, also, when the moon shines, this exuberant gabbling with permanent verdure. With this limitation, its distribution is 
is heard nearly throughout the night, as if the performer was dis- extensive, as noted above. My own experience with the bird in 
puting with the echoes of his own voice.” Gentry says, ‘the fol- life is confined to the vicinity of Fort Whipple, in Arizona, where ; 
lowing syllables express its song during the period of nidification it is a very common-species. A bird of sing’ «spect, many of 
quite accurately : twe-we-we-we-we-we hwawawawawa, kuh-che- its habits are no less peculiar. One seeing c the first time 
che-che-che-che, tweiiiiii, chweah.” would hardly take it for a Woodpecker, unitss ne happened to
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FLICK ER—HUMMINGBIRD—MAGPIE—CORMORANT. 111 a ee Se eee es eS 

‘ observe it clambering over the trunk of a tree, or tapping for in- 
sects, in the manner peculiar to its tribe. When flying, the large 
dark bird might rather be mistaken for a Crow Blackbird; for, al- Anna Hummingbird.—(Se/asphorus anna.) 
though it sometimes swings itself from one tree to another, in a : 
long festoon, like other Woodpeckers, its ordinary flight is more Riese 
firm and direct, and accomplished with regular wing-beats. It Among the numerous species of North American birds, there 
oF gheen boughs, in the eeiene ot ordinary birds, more fre- are none more attractive and interesting than the Hummingbirds. quently than any of our other species, excepting the Cola#tes, and, In size, they are the smallest, and their colors are the most beauti- 
es same excepHous rane Ecce less frequently than any. It ful. They are also very abundant, and usually associate in pairs. 
pigou mp sced circling ee zo ee au: around the tree-tops, Their flight is very rapid, and when on the wing they make a con- 
elpeeianiehy engaped 13 CApIUEIn Beene wanged insects ; and, as stant humming sound. They feed on the sweets extracted from 
a eee ig ieedous ict eee? ofa sociable ispesttion == the nectaries of flowers and on insects. The nest is neatly put to- 
Deve are somelmes aus CECUpIEn together: in. airy “evolutions gether, and placed on a secluded branch; the outside is composed about the withered head of some ancient woodland monarch falling of moss and lichen, and is lined with most delicate, downy vege- 

iS poayes ae eight 8 ine bunds spassed ang vepassed’ each table substances. The Anna Hummingbird is confined to the other in vigorous flight, while the sheen of their dark-green plum- Pacific coast, where it is an abundant species. The migrations of 

age mashed iy SEE: I could not help fancying them busy this species are toward the tropics in the colder parts of the year. weaving a laurel-wreath fitting to crown the last days of the ma- Of the sharp and shrill cry of the Hummingbird, Lesson says, «It 
jestic pine that had done valorous battle with the elements for a is principally in passing from one place to another, that their cry, 

century, and was soon to mingle its mold with the dust whence it which he likens to the syllables ten-ten, articulated with more or 
ey ws : s F less force, is excited. Most frequently,” he says, ‘‘ they are com- 

“Unlike ats gay, rollicking aSSOCIAIES, the Californian Wood- pletely dumb ;” and, he adds, that he has passed whole hours in 
peckers, Lewis’, is a shy and wary bird, not easily destroyed. In observing them in the forests of Brazil, without having heard the 
passing irom: onespart of the forest to another, it prefers, appar- slightest sound proceed from their throats. The length of this ently through cautiousness, to pass high over the tops of the trees species is about four inches. 
rather than to thread its way through their mazes. It generally 
alights high up, and procures its food at the same elevation. I do 
not remember to have ever seen one descend among bushes, still Yellow-billed Magpie —(Pica melanoleuca, var. Nuttallit) 
less to the ground, as Flickers are wont to do, in search of ants 
and other insects. At most times they are rather silent birds for Fig. 5. 
this family ; but during the mating season, which always calls out 
whatever vocal powers birds possess, their harsh notes resound This species has a yellow bill, otherwise it is precisely like the 
through tne forest with startling distinctness. J have never iden- American Magpie. (Plate LIII, page 79.) Its habits and char- 
tified one of their nests, but there is no question of their breeding acteristics are the same. We give it a representation in the work, 
in the summits of the pines, generally a projecting top blasted by although the best ornithologists claim it as a mere accidental species. 
lightning or decayed in natural process. In July, the young may 
be seen scrambling in troops about the tree-tops, before they are 
grown strong enough to fly; and a curious sight they are. Hav- Common Cormorant, Shag —(Graculus carbo.) 
ing seen more of them together than were at all likely to have 
been hatched in the same nest, I have no doubt that different fam- Fig. 6. . 
ilies join each other as soon as the young are on wing, haunting : Eee 
favorable resorts. The association of Californian Woodpeckers This species is commonly found on the rocky parts of the North 
and ‘ Sapsuckers’ with these more aristocratic birds, seems partly American coast. The nests GFE placed oe high cliffs ; ey birds a matter of sufferance, partly of necessity, for the smaller and more congregating together and living harmoniously. The nest is large, 
agile birds can scramble out of the way when, as often happens, and composed of sticks and a mass of coarse grass and seaweed, Wewisumalkes hostile-demonsteations” sometimes a foot high. The rough oblong eggs are from four to 

six in number, of a chalky white and pale blue color. In the 
course of a few days after hatching the young are able to take to 

5 ‘ : the water. ‘These birds,” says Farrell, ‘‘are frequently seen 
Mexican Flicker, Red-shafted Woodpecker, Red-shafted Flicker. —( Cav- sitting on posts, rails, or leafless trees by the water-side, when, if aptes mexicanus.) ag crn es a fish should move on the surface within their sight, it is pounced 

Fig. 3. upon and caught to a certainty. An eel is a favorite morsel with 
him, and a Cormorant has been seen to pick up an eel from the 

This is one of our very fine species, mostly confined to Western mud, return to the rail he was previously sitting upon, strike the 
North America, along the eastern slopes and foot-hills of the eel three or four hard blows against the rail, toss it up into the air, 
Rocky Mountains to the Paeific. It is said to extend north to and, catching it by the head in its fall, swallow it in an instant.’ 
Sitka, south into Mexico, and east to Kansas. It is an abundant In China, the bridges across the Min, at Fauchau, may often be 
species, as much so as the well-known Golden-winged Woodpecker seen crowded with men viewing the feats of the tame fishing Cor- 
or Flicker is in the east. The habits of the two species are also morants. These birds look, at a distance, about the size of a 
very similar. Nuttall says, ‘‘ Its manners, in all respects, are so Goose, and are of a dark dirty color. The fisherman who has 
entirely similar to those of the common species, that the same de- charge of them stands upon a raft about two feet and a half wide 
scription applies to both. It is, however, always a much shier and fifteen or twenty feet long, made out of five large bamboos, 
bird, and frequents the ground less. In the breeding season it of similar size and shape, firmly fastened together. It is very 
utters the same echoing note of whitto, whitto, whitto; the males, light, and is propelled by a paddle. A basket is placed on it to 
at the same time, dodging after and pursuing each other in jeal- contain the fish when caught. Each raft has three or four Cormo- 
ousy and anger. They also burrow into the oak or pine trees, and rants connected with it. When not fishing, they crouch down 
lay white eggs, after the manner of the whole family.” stupidly on the raft.”



112 SNIPE—PHALAROPE—SANDPIPER. 
a re 

ing cry for pity on their pain and helplessness. When feeding a. 

their ease, in consciousness of peace and security, few birds are 

Red-breasted Snipe, Gray Snipe, Grayback.—(JZacrorhamphus griseus.) of more pleasing appearance. Their movements are graceful and 
their attitudes often beautifully statuesque.” 

Fig. 7. 

This species is an inhabitant of the whole of North America. It F 
is migratory, and winters in the south. Northern Phalarope.—(Lodipes hyperboreus.) 

Coues says: ‘*On the sand-bars, muddy flats, and marshy Fig. 8 
meadows of the North Carolina coast, I found the Graybacks 
very common, in flocks, all through the fall, associated with God- The Northern Phalarope resembles the Sandpipers in some re- 
wits, Telltales, and various Sandpipers. But nowhere have I seen spects, but differs from them in the comparative shortness of its 
them so abundant as in Dakota during the fall passage—every- tail and slenderness of its beak. This species is very numerous 
where on the ponds, and especially in the saline pools of the alkali upon the extensive lakes and rivers of North America; their range, 
region along the Upper Missouri. There the birds were loitering however, probably does not extend far south, even during the 
in great flocks, wading in water so loaded with alkali that it looked course of their migrations. In its habits it is essentially aquatic. 
sea-green and blew off a white cloud with the slightest breeze, It swims with the utmost buoyancy and ease, though it is not 
while the edges for several yards all around were snow-white with known to dive even when hard pressed; and, according to Au- 
solid efflorescence. Gazing only at the pool, one would fancy him- dubon, indulges in the remarkable habit of alighting while at sea, 
self on an ice-bound Arctic region, while the surrounding country even at a distance of one hundred miles from shore, on beds of 
was desolate to match. Around such pools, the water of which floating seaweed, over which its lobed feet enable it to run with 
was utterly undrinkable for man or beast, were numerous Ducks great lightness and rapidity. Its flight is strong and swift, but 
and waders, especially Teal, Plover, and these Snipe, swimming, when on the ground its movements are inferior in agility to those 
wading, or dozing in troops on the banks in the yellow light of au- of the Sandpiper. Insects, worms, and minute mollusca, which 
tumn, all in excellent order for the table. They were loaded with it collects by dipping the bill into the water, form its principal 
fat, though it seemed incredible that they could thrive in such bit- means of subsistence. The call is a sharp, clear ‘ tweet, tweet.” 
terly nauseating and purgative waters. The nest, which is usually made in a hollow in marshes, or on 
‘The Red-breasted Snipe is a gentle and unsuspicious creature the islands of fresh-water lakes, is formed principally of grass, 

by nature, most sociably disposed to its own kind, as well as to- and covered with a few bits of hay or moss. The eggs, from one 
ward its relatives among the Ducks and waders. In the western to four in number, have usually a dark olive-colored shell, thickly 
regions, where they are not often molested, no birds are more con- spotted with black. The male is about seven inches long, and 
fiding, though none more timid. They gather in such close flocks, thirteen inches broad. 
moreover, that the most cruel slaughter may be effected with ease 
by one intent only on filling his bag. As we approach a pool we 
see numbers of the gentle birds wandering along the margin, or F 5 5 4 
wading up to the belly in the shallow parts, probing here and there Cooper’s Sandpiper.—( Zringa cooperé.) 

as they advance, sticking the bill perpendicularly into the mud to Fig. 9. 
its full length with a quick, dexterous movement, and sometimes 
even submerging the whole head for a second or two. All the This is one of our solitary species, that is usually met with on 
while they chat with each other in a low, pleasing tone, entirely Long Island. Like all Sandpipers, they principally frequent the 
oblivious of our dangerous proximity. With the explosion that too northern parts. Marine marshes on the sea-shore, or the borders : 
often happens, the next moment some stretch dead or dying along of lakes and rivers, are the situations they prefer, visiting the tem- 
the strand, others limp or flutter with broken legs or wings, while perate climates during the winter, and returning to the colder lati- 
the survivors, with a startled weet, take wing. Not, however, to tudes to spend the summer months. Their migrations take place 
fly to a place of safety; in a compact body they skim away, then in large parties, which fly by night or early in the morning. Dur- 
circle back, approaching again the fatal spot with a low, wayward, ing the recess of the tide, they may be seen upon the sea-shore, 
gliding motion, and often re-alight in the midst of their dead or seeking their food from the refuse of the ocean, or quietly and in- 
disabled companions. No birds fly more compactly, or group to- tently probing the sands in search of worms and shell-fish, and 
gether more closely in alighting ; it seems asif the timid creatures, sometimes retreating rapidly before the advancing surge, and prof- 
aware of their defenseless condition, sought safety, or at least re- iting by what the wave leaves on its retreat. In all their move- 
assurance, in each other’s company. Thusit happens that a whole ments they display great activity, either when running rapidly and 
flock may be secured by successive discharges, if the gunner will lightly on the fore-part of their toes over the surface of the moist 
seize the times when they stand motionless, in mute alarm, closely sand, when swimming in the water, or when winging their way 
huddled together. In alittle while, however, if no new appearance with a varied, graceful, and rapid flight through the air. The 
disturbs them, they cast off fear and move about separately, resum- voice of this bird is clear piping and resonant. Their food con- 
ing their busy probing for the various water-bugs, leeches, worms, sists of worms, small molluscs, insects, larvae, and occasionally of 
and soft molluscs, which form their food, as well as the seeds of delicate seeds. The four pear-shaped eggs are deposited in a dry 
various aquatic plants. When in good order; they are excellent _ hollow on the ground, which is slightly lined with a few blades of 
eating. grass. The female alone broods; the young come forth covered ‘* Being partly web-footed, this Snipe swims tolerably well for with down; they at once leave the nest, and grow with great 
a little distance in an emergency, as when it may get for a moment rapidity. 
beyond its depth in wading about, or when it may fall, broken- 
winged, on the water. On such an occasion as this last, I have 
seen one swim bravely for twenty or thirty yards, with a curious 

bobbing motion of the head and corresponding jerking of the tail, 
to a hiding place in the rank grass across the pool. When 
thus hidden, they keep perfectly still, and may be picked up ‘ 
without resistance, except a weak flutter, and perhaps a low, plead- : .
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which their nests are so closely placed, that the brooding parents 
press upon each other. The structure of the nests varies in differ- 

PLATE LXXIVv. ent localities; when grass and seaweeds are procurable they are 
carefully heaped together, but when these fail the nests are of still 

Fork-tailed Gull. (Xema Sadcnet.) scantier proportions. The brood consists of from two to four com- 
paratively large oval eggs, with strong, coarse, brownish green, or 

- Ns te greenish brown shells, spotted with gray and brown; upon these 

Captain J. Sabine has the honor of introducing this interesting a ee ease rele eee = a es ne 
species, in 1818. It was discovered at its breeding station on some He = a #6 ets _ = 2 . he a Sees 
low rocky islands, lying off the west coast of Greenland, associ- eee te marie I ae in S32 BY De See ae 
ated in considerable numbers with the Arctic Tern, the nests of nue anon yen i ead be _ eee veri! setace teas 
both birds being intermingled. Nuttall says: ‘It is analogous to Go ee ee vey ops = oo = Lo 
the Tern, not only in its forked tail, and in its choice of a breeding- = ee bore ee ie ‘ — ae S — = nee eres 
place, but also in the boldness which it displays in the protection . ae . ne — ieee ee 4 aa oe 
of its young. The parent-birds flew with impetuosity toward pac unto Coute CON Boe ee Se ee 
those who approached their nests, and, when one was killed, its take is ee one = Ve ae eee 
mate, though frequently fired at, continued on the wing close to the Buds 0 Bele See e: ae ve iv = Syne ee : fed with half-digested food from their parents’ crop, and afterward spot. They were observed to collect their food from the sea-beach, . 8 Ae Bat h = ¢ = BF littl 
standing near the edge of the water, and gleaning up the marine ah eee oa a . 2 a a . angie ae 
insects which were cast on shore. A single individual was seen ne a they are able to fly they sae — er, nee quit 

in Prince Regent’s Inlet, and many specimens were procured in their birthplace; and spresd Gene 
the course of the second voyage on Melville Peninsula. A pair 

1 ined i it is r e 
ee oe i ongigel es Saddle-back, Great Black Backed Gull, or Cobb. (Larus marinus.) 

enumerated amongst the European as well as the American birds. Fig. 3 
It arrives in these remote boreal regions in June, and retires to the 
southward in August. The eggs, two in number, are deposited on This is one of the largest-sized species of Gulls that are met 
the bare ground, and hatched in the last week of July. They are with along the Atlantic coasts of America and Europe. At the 
of an olive color, with many brown blotches, and about an inch approach of winter it migrates toward the Southern States, but 
and a half in length.” rarely visits the interior or fresh waters. Nuttall says: ‘The 

Black-backed Gull feeds ordinarily upon fish, both dead and living, 
as well as on fry and carrion, sometimes also on shell-fish, and, 

Western Gull, Common Gull, Herring Gull—(Larus argentatus, var. like most of the tribe of large Gulls, it is extremely ravenous and 
occidentalis.) indiscriminate in its appetites when pressed by hunger. It 

Fig. 2. watches the bait of the fisherman, and often robs the hook of its 
gain. As Mr. Audubon justly and strongly remarks, it is as 

This bird is now considered a variety of the species known as much the tyrant of the sea-fowl as the Eagle is of the land-birds. 
the Herring or Common Gull. (Plate LIV., fig. 2.) It can It is always on the watch to gratify its insatiable appetite. Power- 
readily be distinguished by the slaty bluish coloration of its man- fully muscular in body and wing, it commands without control 
tle. The Western Gull is abundant on the Pacific coast. Brehm over the inhabitants of the ocean and its borders. Its flight is ma- 
says: ‘Gulls are to be met with in every quarter of the globe, jestic, and, like the Raven, it soars in wide circles to a great ele- 
but are most abundant in northern regions. A few species wan- vation ; at which times its loud and rancous cry or langhing bark 
der to a considerable distance from land, always, however, return- of ‘cak, cak, cak,’ is often heard. Like the keen-eyed Eagle, 
ing to the vicinity of the shore. All may, therefore, properly be it is extremely shy and wary, most difficult of Becesss rarely ob- 
called coast birds, and to the mariner they are always welcome tained but by accident or ele te cae It is the particular enemy of 
as sure harbingers of land. Their flights inland are even more the graceful Eider, Douneine upoe and devouring its young on 

: frequent than their excursions into the open sea, and many of them every occasion, and often killing considerably sized Ducks. In PRES 
2 may often be seen following the course of large rivers, or winging suit of crabs or lobsters it plunges beneath the water ; has the in- 

their way from lake to lake, into the interior of the country. Some genuity to pick up a shell-fish, and, COnEyine it high in the air, 
species will frequently settle in the vicinity of inland lakes, and drops it upon a rock to obtain its contents; it catches moles, rats, 
most of them prefer a similar situation as their breeding-place. young hares, gives chase to the Willow Grouse, and sucks her 
All of them live more or less upon fishes, but some also greedily eggs, or devours her callow brood; it is even so indiscriminate in 

devour insects, and then later migrate with the greatest regularity. its ravenous and cannibal cravings as to devour the eggs of its 
Besides the above articles of nourishment, Gulls eagerly pick up own species. In short, it has no mercy on any object that can con- 
whatever small animals or animal substances they may happen to tribute in any way to allay the cravings of its insatiable hunger 
meet with. Carrion they devour as greedily as do the Vultures, and delight in carnage. Though cowardly toward man, before 
even if it be in a putrid condition. In short, they appear to share whom it abandons its young, its sway among the feathered tribes is 
the appetites of many other birds, and to be quite as omnivorous so fierce that even the different species of Jegers or Skua Gulls, 
as the Crows. All Sea Gulls walk well and quickly; they swim themselves daring pirates, give way at its approach. The length 
buoyantly, lying in the water like so many air-bubbles, and dive of this species is thirty, and extent about sixty-five inches.” 
with facility, but to no great depth, plunging probably for not more 
than one or two feet below the surface. Their voice consists of a S 
harsh, disagreeable scream. As their breeding time approaches, Snow Goose, White Brandt. (Azser hyperboreus.) 
these birds begin to assemble in flocks, which are frequently Fig. 4. 
joined by other parties, until at last they form a numerous host. 
The larger species crowd less closely together at these times than This is one of our North American species, that is said to be 
the smaller ones, the latter often literally covering the rocks on very abundant in the West, much more so than in the East. Whe
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migrating northward, although the young and the old start at the 
same time, they keep in separate flocks, and continue so to do even = zZ 
when ae preaching the higher latitudes. They also remain divided Smew, White Nun, White-headed or Dwarf Goosander. (Mergellus al- 
during the winter whilst they are living in the same localities; segs 
and Audubon informs us that, although the young and old are Fig. 5. 
often seen to repose on the same sand-bar, the flocks keep at as 
great a distance as possible from each other. ‘+ Dispersed,” says We give this species a representation in the work, although 
Coues, ‘‘ over all of North America, the Snow Goose is nowhere it is not positively known to be a native of North America. Dr. 
a permanent resident; its migrations are extensive, and performed Brehm says the real habitat of the White-headed or Dwarf Goos- 
with the utmost regularity ; the maximum variation depending upon ander, as it is sometimes called, seems to be in Northern Asia, 
the advance or retardation of the season—less strictly speaking from whence it extends westward into Northern Europe, and 
upon the weather—is slight. It is never seen in the United States eastwardly into the northern parts of America. During the 
in summer, for it returns to high latitudes to breed. Along the winter months, however, it wanders far southward. It is 
Atlantic coast, and, indeed, through the whole Eastern provinces, then to be met with in considerable numbers throughout the 
it may be called rare, at least in comparison with its great abun- whole of China, being more especially abundant in the north- 
dance in various parts of the West. Those found in Texas, ern provinces of the Celestial Empire. It is, moreover, a regular 
and anywhere about the Gulf of Mexico, undoubtedly migrate visitant to Northern India, and is not unfrequently seen in Cen- 
inland, following the course of the larger rivers; while those tral and Southern Europe. It seems to be more scarce in the south- 
that pass along the Atlantic seaboard generally hug coast, and ern provinces of the United States of North America ; for Audubon 
are hardly to be met with beyond maritime districts. . . . informs us that in the Western division, at least, it was a bird of 
On the Pacific coast itself, particularly that of California, the unusual occurrence. In very hard winters it makes its appearance 
birds are probably more abundant in winter than anywhere else. in Germany as early as the month of November, but more usu- 
Upon their arrival in October, they are generally lean and poorly ally not until the middle of December, returning again to the 
flavored, doubtless with the fatigue of a long journey; but they north in February or March. It is likewise a winter visitor to the 
find abundance of food and soon recuperate. At San Petro, in shores of Great Britain, large numbers being sometimes seen on 
Southern California, in November, I saw them every day, and in the eastern or southern coasts of England. It is rarely found 
all sorts of situations—some on the grassy plain, others among north of the Humber, and is comparatively rare in Scotland and 
the reeds of little streams or the marshy borders of the bay, others Ireland. In some parts of Switzerland it may be met with even 
on the bare mud-flats or the beach itself. Being much harassed, so late as the beginning of May. This species is generally only 
they had grown exceedingly wary, and were suspicious of an ap- to be found in the neighborhood of fresh-water lakes; sometimes, 
proach nearer than several hundred yards. Yet, with all their but only casually, it may be seen in quiet bays upon the sea-coast, 
sagacity and watchfulness—traits for which their tribe has been more especially in such as are at the mouths of rivers. Unlike celebrated ever since the original and classic flock saw Rome, as the divers, it seems to prefer flowing streams to stagnant water, 
it is said—they are sometimes outwitted by very shallow strata- and often wanders along the course of rivers, from which it only 
gem. . . . A Wild Goose of any species is a good example makes excursions to such lakes and ponds as may be free from 
of wariness in birds, as distinguished from timidity. A timid bird ice. When walking, this species holds its body in a horizontal po- 
is frightened at any unusual or unexpected appearance, particu- sition, with its head retracted; it walks with a waddling gait, but 
larly if it be accompanied by noise; while a wary one flies from better than the generality of its near allies. When swimming, it what it has learned to distrust or fear through its acquired percep- keeps itself about half submerged, and when it dives it stretches 
tions or inherited instincts.” Dr. Heerman says: ‘* They often itself out to its full length, and disappears in an instant. Its flight, 
cover so densely with their masses the plains in the vicinity of the which very much resembles that of the smaller Ducks, is rapid, 
marshes, as to give the ground the appearance of being clothed straight, accompanied by a slight whirring of the wings, and is 
with snow. Easily approached on horseback, the natives some- generally but little elevated above the surface of the ground or of times near them in this manner, then suddenly putting spurs to the water. It is remarkably lively in its disposition, and even during their animals, gallop into the flock, striking to the right and left the bitterest cold weather is sprightly and active. The length of with short clubs, and trampling them beneath their horses’ feet. I this species is nineteen inches; the breadth thirty inches; the have known a native to procure seventeen birds in a single charge length of wing eight inches and a half, and the length of tail three of this kind through a flock covering several acres.” «« The eggs,” inches. 
says Sir John Richardson, in the ‘Fauna Boreali Americana,” 
‘are of a yellowish white color, and regularly oval form, are a ae ee 
little longer than those of an Eider Duck, their length being three 
inches, and their greatest breadth two. The young fly in August, PLATE LXXv. 
and by the middle of September all have departed to the southward. 
The Snow Goose feeds on rushes, insects, and in autumn on ber- Great Auk. (Alca impennis.) 
ries. When well fed it is a very excellent bird, far superior to the 
Canadian Goose in juiciness and flavor. It is said the young do Fig. 1. 
not attain their full plumage before their fourth year. aac, 
The Snow Geese make their appearance in spring, a few days The Great Auk is a very rare bird. There are said to be but 
later than the Canada Geese, and pass in large flocks both four specimens in North America—in the Academy of Natural through the interior and on the coast.” This species is about Sciences, Philadelphia, the Cambridge Museum, another in the twenty-seven inches long, and from fifty-two to fifty-six broad; the Girard Cabinet in Vassar College, and the fourth in the Smithson- wing measures sixteen and the tail six inches. ian Institution. Mr. R. Deane makes record of a specimen 

' ‘‘ found dead in the vicinity of St. Augustine, Labrador, in No- 
vember 1870.” It was sold for $200, and was forwarded to Eu- 
rope. 

Se Professor James Orton (American Naturalist, III, 539) says, 
*¢ Jt was an arctic bird, dwelling chiefly in the Faroe Islands, Ice- 
land, Greenland, and Newfoundland.” Degraded, as it were, frow | 

; 
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the feathered rank, said Nuttall, and almost numbered with the look toward the south, and if you are fronting them, the snowy- 
: amphibious monsters of the deep, the Auk seems condemned to white of their bodies produces a remarkable effect, for the birds at 

dwell alone in those desolate and forsaken regions of the earth. some distance look as if destitute of head, so much does that part 
But it was an unrivalled diver, and swam with greatvelocity. One assimilate with the dark hue of the rocks on which they stand. On 
chased by Mr. Bullock, among the Northern Isles, left a six-oared the other hand, if you approach them in the rear, the isle appears 
boat far behind. It was undoubtedly a match forthe Oxfords. It as if covered with a black pall.” This species is seventeen inches 
was finally shot, however, and is nowin the British Museum. «It and a half long, and from twenty-seven to twenty-eight broad ; the 
is observed by seamen,” wrote Buffon a hundred years ago, ‘that wing measures three inches, and the tail two and a half. 
it is never seen out of soundings, so that its appearance serves as 
an infallible direction to the land.” It fed on fishes and marine 
plants, and laid, either in the clefts of the rocks or in deep bur- Giant Petrel, or Giant Fulmar, Mother Carey’s Geese. (Procellaria 
rows, a solitary egg, five inches long, with curious markings re- gigantea.) 
sembling Chinese characters. The only noise it was known to ; 
utter was a gurgling sound. We know of no changes on our OS 
northern coast sufficient to affect the conditions necessary to the This is the largest of the Petrels, and may be regarded as hold- 
existence of this oceanic bird. It has not been hunted down like ing a position intermediate between the Albatross and the Storm 

the Dodo and Dinornis. The numerous bones on the shores of | petrels. The length of this species is about two feet eight inches, 
Greenland, Newfoundland, Iceland, and Norway, attest its former and the spread of the wings from four feet and a half to five feet. 
abundance; but within the last century it has gradually become Its migrations extend over the temperate and antarctic zones of 
Ore and more scarce, and finally exmucl: There is no better the southern hemisphere. Nuttall says: ‘* The Giant Petrels, 

physical reason why some species perish, than why man does not though so infatuated, probably in the breeding season, as to submit 
live forever. We cen only say with Buffon, * it died out because to death rather than abandon their resorts and young, are at other 
time fought against it.” times sufficiently active and adventurous, being seen to assemble 

in great numbers on the approach of a storm, sailing majestically 

with wide expanded and scarcely moving wings close to the sur- 
Common or Foolish Guillemot, Murre. (Urda trozie.) face of the water, scanning the agitated bosom of the deep in quest 

of some fish or other object of prey raised toward the surface by 
Big 2 the foaming billows. They also feed, when opportunity offers, on 

This species is a common inhabitant of the high northern lati- the dead bodies ofiseals oe purdeyand bose ener eS by sailors, 
tudes of both hemispheres. ‘‘ From the numbers that congre- conpiderad = deta eee 8 ah proballe that they gate,” observes Farrell, ‘and the bustle apparent among them, migrate with the atross into the southern Hemisphere to breed. 

confusion of interests might be expected; but, on the contrary, it 
will be found that the Guillem i i 
ledges on the rocks, the See eee oe is Sea Parrot, Common Puffin, or Coulterneb. (/ratercula arcticus.) 

third, Kittiwake Gulls a fourth, while the most inaccessible pin- Fig. 4. 
nacles seem to be left for the use of the lesser Black-backed and 
Herring Gulls. Two distinct species scarcely ever breed close by The cold and inclement regions of the whole northern hemis- 
the side of each other.” phere is the general resort of this species. Its migrations, in win- 

The egg is laid on a ledge or hollow of the bare rock; it is ter, extend as far south as the middle states. ‘‘ The Puffins,” says 
pear-shaped, about three inches and a quarter long, of a bluish Dr. Brehm, ‘‘are eminently aquatic birds, only visiting the land 
green, or yellowish green color, with streaks and blotches of brown for the purpose of hatching and rearing their young; nevertheless 
or black; sometimes the eggs are plain white or green. Great they often approach the shore or visit harbors on the coast. They 
numbers of these eggs are collected by men who descend from the are generally met with in little flocks consisting of from eight to 
cliff above by means of ropes. The eggs are hatched in about a twenty individuals, and employed in fishing for food. 
month. The young are fed for a short time on the rocks by their ‘¢ During the breeding season, however, they assemble in such 
parents, after which they accompany them to the sea. In what vast numbers as almost to cover the rocks on which they build. 

manner they descend seems to be a problem. Mr. Waterton was Their food consists principally of fishes and molluscous animals, 

assured by the men about Flamborough Head that when the young which are invariably caught by diving. The Puffins are distin- 

Guillemot gets to a certain size, it manages to climb on the back guishable from all their allies by the impetuosity of their flight. 

of the old bird, which conveys it down to the ocean; and Mr. Sometimes they may be seen swimming quietly upon the water 

Farrell, in support of this statement, assures us that he has seen, and diving into the advancing waves; generally, however, they 

at the base of very high cliffs in the Isle of Wight, the young of are observed flying, and not only shooting over but dashing through 

Razor-bills and Guillemots ‘so small that they could not have them. With outstretched wings they plunge into the billows, urg- 
made the descent by themselves from the lofty site of their birth- ing their career with rapid strokes, twisting and turning in the 
place without destruction ; yet these little birds knew perfectly well water, not only sideways, but completely round, so that sometimes 

how to take care of themselves, and, at the approach of a boat, the dark-colored back, sometimes the shining white under the sur- 

would swim away and dive like so many Dabchicks.” About face becomes visible; now they seem to follow the outline of the 

August, old and young leave the rocks and take to open water. wave, climbing upon one side of it, and plunging down the other, 

Audubon gives the following curious description of these birds on as they suddenly emerge from the water, and, after rising ten or 

a group of rocks, which consist of several low islands, destitute of twelve feet into the air, once more plunge obliquely into the sea, 

vegetation, and at no great height from the water. ‘‘ Here thou- when they again dive, rowing themselves along with feet and 

sands of Guillemots annually assemble at the beginning of May, wings till, after making their way to a considerable distance, they 

to deposit each its single egg and raise its young. As you ap- come up into the air, apparently simply to take breath, and forth- 

proach these islands, the air becomes darkened with the multitudes with disappear in the same manner. The interest attaching to this 

of these birds that fly about. Every square foot of the ground spectacle is considerably increased from the circumstance of so 

seems to be occupied by a- Guillemot, planted erect, as it were, on many of the birds joining in these active evolutions; just as one 

the granite rock, but carefully warming its cherished egg. All plunges beneath the surface another emerges, and as they are all
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busily employed, it is difficult for the eye to follow their rapid evo- Mr. John MacGillivray, who visited St. Kilda, the principal 
lutions. breeding-place of this species, in June, 1840, says: ‘‘ This bird 

‘¢ Like many other divers, they dig, by means of their beak and exists here in almost incredible numbers, and to the natives is by 

claws, holes in the greensward, with which their breeding-place is far the most important of the productions of the island. It forms 

generally covered, to the depth of two feet, or even more; their one of the principal means of support to the inhabitants, who daily 

excavations having more the appearance of rabbit-holes than of risk their lives in its pursuit. The Fulmar breeds on the face of 
nesting-places for a bird; at the bottom they are slightly wider the highest precipices, and only on such as are furnished with 

than elsewhere, and here they lay their eggs, without making any small grassy shelves, every spot on which, above a few inches in 

nest. Occasionally, however, they collect a few stalks of grass extent, is occupied with one or more of its nests. The nest is 

together, upon which their eggs are deposited. Not unfrequently formed of herbage, seldom bulky, generally a mere excavation in 

they merely take possession of the holes prepared in preceding the turf, lined with dried grass, and the withered tufts of the sea- 

years. Their nesting-place being completed, each female lays a pink, in which the bird deposits a single egg, of a pure white 

solitary egg, which is of large size. Upon this egg the male and fe- color, when clean, which is seldom the case. . . . The birds 

male sit by turns for a very long period ; how long has not yet been are very clamorous on being handled, and vomit a quantity of 

ascertained, but it extends over several weeks; if disturbed during clear oil, with which I sometimes observed the parent birds feed- 

their confinement, the parents become much excited, and defend ing them by disgorging it. The old birds, on being seized, in- 

their nests vigorously, uttering cries which have been compared stantly vomit a quantity of clear amber-colored oil, which imparts 

to the growling and yelping of young dogs, at the same time to the whole bird, its nest, and young, and even to the rock it fre- 

spreading out their tails and biting their opponent with their sharp quents, a peculiar and very disagreeable odor. Fulmar oil is the 

bills.” Nuttall says: ‘* Their bite is, however, very severe, and most valuable production of St. Kilda. . . . Besides supply- 

they can, when irritated, take out a piece of flesh from a man’s ing their lamps, this oil is used by the inhabitants of the island as 
hand without any extraordinary effort. When reared and domes- a medicine.” 

ticated they become quite tame, and, in the end, familiar.” The 

length of this species is about thirteen inches. 

: Stormy Petrel, Mother Carey’s Chicken. (Procellaria pelagica.) 

Tufted Puffins, or Tufted Mormons. (ratercula cirrhata.) Fig. 7. 

Fig. 5. This is another of our species that is numerously to be met with 

, Te ; : near the shores of the Atlantic coast. 

In its manners and characteristics, this species resembles the ‘* In their usual habitat, that is, in the wide sea, the Storm Petrels 
Sea Parrot, GE Common Puffin. (Plate LXXV, fig. 4.) live in a constant state of activity, and may be seen flying about 

= pe is ein iiiken: to oe ecu anches: Overicach eye during the entire day, and heard throughout the night. Occasion- 

arises a tuft of feathers about four inches in length. ally they may be seen disporting themselves singly, but more gen- 

erally they make their appearance in small or more numerous 

r companies, during fine as well asin stormy weather. All day long 

Fulmar,Petrel, Fulmar. ” (Zs/marus glactelis,) they are occupied in flying over the waves, the risings and fallings 

is. 6 of which they exactly follow, or in mounting high in ‘the air like 

Swallows, when they descend again, as though about to plunge 

This species is a very common and constant resident in the Arc- into the water, but rise again without touching it. Sometimes, 
tic Ocean. In winter its migration extends to the United States. again, they settle down upon the water, and remain motionless, as 
Its length is from fifteen to eighteen inches; its breadth forty-one if unable to move from the same spot, though all around them is in 

to forty-three inches; the length of its wings twelve to thirteen constant agitation and turmoil. When flying, they make but few 

inches; length of tail four inches and two-thirds. strokes with their wings, but these are obviously very effective, and 

“The Fulmar,” says Captain Scoresby, ‘‘is the constant their action much diversified. Sometimes they may be seen with 
companion of the whale-fisher. It joins his ship immediately their wings widely expanded, and in this manner they sail along 
on passing the Shetland Islands, and accompanies it through for minutes together, without the slightest effort; then, suddenly 

the trackless ocean to the highest accessible latitudes. It keeps bestirring themselves, a few quick, powerful strokes, given after - 

an eager watch for everything thrown overboard; the smallest the manner of a Swift, raise them above the waves, when they as- 

particle of fatty substance can scarcely escape it. Though few tonish the observer by the masterly precision of their evolutions, 
should be seen when a whale is about being captured, yet, as soon as they shoot down obliquely over the billows, or mount up again 
as the flensing process commences, they rush in from all quarters high into the air. Should they espy anything in the shape of food, 

and frequently accumulate to many thousands in number. They they at once hasten toward it, running upon the water, and, hav- 

then occupy the greasy track of the ships, and, being audaciously ing seized it with their beak, immediately resume their aerial pas- 

greedy, fearlessly advance within a few yards of the men employed time. As to their powers of swimming, they seem so seldom to 
in cutting up the whale. It is highly amusing to see the voracity adopt that mode of locomotion, that many careful observers declare 
with which they seize the pieces of fat that fall in their way; the that they never swim at all, but that they only sit down, as it were, 

size and quantity of the pieces they take at a meal; the curious and float on the sea, without ever using their legs as instruments of 
chuckling noise which, in their anxiety for dispatch, they always propulsion. Their strength of wing is wonderful; they literally 
make ; and the jealousy with which they view, the boldness with fly about all day long without resting at all. It is only after the 
which they attack, any of their species that are engaged in de- long continuance of a storm that they seem to be wearied, and yet 
vouring the finest morsels. When carrion is scarce, the Fulmars even this fatigue is not produced by their exertions in battling with 
follow the living whale, and sometimes, by their peculiar motions the wind, but because, during the violence of the tempest, they 
when hovering at the surface of the water, point out to the fisher | are unable to obtain their usual supply of food, and, consequently, 
the position of the animal of which he is in pursuit. They can are exhausted for want of nourishment. Their voice is seldom 
not, however, make much impression on the dead whale until some heard in the daytime, which, in truth, appears to be to them the 
more powerful animal tears away the skin, for this is too tough for season of repose; it is in the evening, shortly after the sun has 
them to make their way through.” gone down, that they seem most active and alert; at that time,
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: should the wind permit, their call-note may be frequently heard. ilar to the other members of the family. Describing this species, 
In disposition they are particularly harmless, living in perfect Nuttall says: ‘<I have watched the motions of two other living in- 

good-fellowship with each other, and appearing to care little about dividuals, who appeared tyrannical and quarrelsome even with 
other birds. Their food consists of all sorts of soft-bodied ani- each other; the attack was always accompanied with a whining, 
mals, picked up from the surface of the ocean; but we are unable queruloustwitter. Their dispute was, apparently, like that of savages 
to say more upon this subject. The stomachs of such as have been about the rights of their respective hunting grounds. One of the 
examined contained nothing but a fluid resembling train-oil, but birds, the female, whom I usually saw alone, was uncommonly se- 
never the slightest trace of animal remains.” dentary. The territory she seemed determined to claim was cir- 

cumscribed by the tops of a cluster of tall Virginia junipers or red 

cedars, and an adjoining elm, and decayed cherry tree. From 
SS Se this sovereign station, in the solitude of a barren and sandy piece 

of forest, she kept a sharp lookout for passing insects, and pur- 

PLATE LXXVI. sued them with great vigor and success as soon as they appeared, 

sometimes chasing them to the ground, and generally resuming 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher. (AZloulus tyrannus.) her perch with an additional mouthful, which she swallowed at 

Fig. 1. leisure. On descending to her station, she occasionally quivered 

her wings and tail, erected her blousy cap, and kept up a whistling, 

This is one of those beautiful tropical American birds, that is oft-repeated, whining call of ’pu ’pu, then varied to ’pu ’pip, and 
met with only as a straggler in North America. Nuttall says: ’pip ’pu, also at times, ’pip ’pip ’pu, ’pip ’pip ’pip, ’pu ’pu ’pip, or 
‘In its habits it resembles the other native species of the genus, tu, "to, ’tu, and ’tu ’tu. This shrill, pensive, and quick whistle, 
is a solitary bird, remaining for a long time perched on the limb sometimes dropped almost to a whisper, or merely ’pu. The tone 
of a tree, from whence it occasionally darts after passing insects, was, in fact, much like that of the ’phu’phu ’phu of the Fish 

or, flying downward, it alights on the tufted herbage arising above Hawk. The male, however, besides this note, at long intervals, 
the partially drowned savannas, beyond whose limits this seden- had a call of ’eh ’phebee, or ’h ’phebea, almost exactly in tone of 
tary species but seldom strays. While seated, his long train is in the circular tin whistle, or bird-call, being loud, shrill, and guttural 

motion, like that of the Wagtail, and he now and then utters a at the commencement.” 

twitter in the manner of the King-bird. Beside insects, like our According to Minot, ‘* The nest is much less finished and artis- 
King-bird, he feeds on berries, and this individual has his stomach tic than that of the Wood Pewee, and is, moreover, nearly always 
distended with those of the poke plant.” placed in an evergreen or orchard tree. It is frequently built in 

South America affords two other species resembling the present, a pine, from fifteen to even fifty feet above the ground, being 
and equally remarkable for the singular length and forking of the placed in the fork of a horizontal limb. One before me is shallow, 

tail-feathers. and is composed of twigs, fine strips of bark, stalks of field-weeds, 

and a little moss. The eggs of each set are usually five, average 

about 0.85 by 0.65 of an inch, and are, in Massachusetts, laid in 

Swallow-tailed Flycatcher, Scissor-tail. (A/i/oulus forticatus.) the second week inJune. They are white, or creamy, spotted with 
Fig. 2, lilac and reddish brown.” 

This elegant bird, though properly a native of Central America, Soe es re 
is, as the last named, occasionally met with in the United States. Gray Kingbird, Piping Fiycstoher, (7 yrawnus dememnenet? 
They are usually seen assembled in large parties upon low brush- Fig. 4. 
wood, and from thence fly down to seize their insect prey. At the : ao Z 
appearance of dusk, they retire to pass the night together upon a The usual habitat of the Gray Kingbird 150 the West Indies, 
favorite tree. While perched, they seem to be of very indolent Florida, and to the Carolinas. ‘* Their flight,” says Audubon, 
and quiet disposition, but while in flight their appearance is strik- “is performed by a constant flutter of their wings, unless when 
ing and remarkable, as they constantly open and close their long the bird is in chase, or has been rendered shy, when it exhibits a 

tails, after the fashion of a pair of scissors, during the whole time power and speed equal to those of any other species of the eeeuee 
that they are upon the wing, a circumstance from which they de- During the love season, the male and female are seen rising from 

rive their name. Insects constitute their principal fare, and these a dry twig together, either perpendicularly, or in a spiral manner, 
they capture in the same manner as other members of their family ; crossing each other as they ascend, twittering loudly, and conduct- 
they also pursue and devour many small birds, and, according to ing themselves in a manner much resembling that of the Tyrant 
Nuttall, frequently consume berries. The nest, which is usually Flycatcher. When in pursuit of insects, they dart at them with 
concealed in a thickly-foliaged bush, is open above, and formed | great velocity. Should any large bird pass near their stand, they 

of delicate twigs, snugly lined with a bed of fibers, wool, or feath- immediately pursue it, Soneo Es toa considerable distance. I 

ers; the eggs are white, mottled with reddish brown, these mark- have seen them, after teasing a Heron or Fish Crow, follow them 

ings being thickest at the broad end. As autumn draws toa close, nearly half a mile, and return exulting to the tree on which they 

the Scissor Birds congregate with other species in large parties, had previously been perched. ‘Yet I frequently observed that the 
previous to setting forth upon their migrations. Schomburghk approach of a White-headed Pigeon or Zenaida Dove, never ruf- 

tells us that such of these flocks as he observed leaving the coun- fled their temper. To the Grackles they were particularly hos- 

try, settled upon the trees from about three to five o’clock in the tile, and, on all occasions drove them away from their stand, or 
afternoon, and remained there for the night, resuming their south- the vicinity of their nests, with unremitting perseverance. The 
ern course at the first dawn of day. reason in this case and in that of the Fish Crow was obvious, fo 

these birds sucked their eggs or destroyed their young whenever 

an opportunity occurred. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher ; Cooper’s Flycatcher. (Contopus borealis.) «« They place their nest somewhat in the manner of the King-bird, 

ies: that is, on horizontal branches, or in the large fork of a mangrove, 

: or bush of any other species, without paying much attention to its 

This expert Flycatcher is met with in the evergreens, and in position with respect to the water, but with very singular care to 

orchards, in most parts of North America. Its disposition is sim- place it on the western side of the tree, or of the islet. . . «
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It is composed externally of light, dry sticks, internally of a thin mated gestures, that it can not fail to please the hearer, and impart 
layer of slender grasses or fibrous roots. There were regularly an additional charm to the beauties of the first hours of a bright 
four eggs, of a white color, with many dots toward the larger end.” early summer’s day. 

Soon after their appearance, they commence constructing their 
curious nests, which are usually found in chimneys, and of which 

Rocky Mountain or Black Flycatcher. (Sayornds nigricans.) Dr. Brewer says : 
«The nest of the Chimney Swallow is one of the most remark- 

Fig. 5. able structures of the kind to be found among the handiwork of 

This Rocky Mountain species in its appearance and manner oe ae mueretae eats ueanly. alot view ee iat a eee bears a very strong resemblance to our common Pewee, or Phebe- undistinguished for their architectural accomplishments. It is 

bird. It was obtained by Mr. T. Peale, a naturalist connected composed of lace IBS of Heatly unitonin pices eich ees tes 
with Major Long’s expedition in the vicinity of the Arkansas river, ee anf. a meat semi en es basket in seleting within twenty miles of the Rocky Mountains. Nuttall says: with which to construct the nest, the Swift seems to prefer to break 

‘* We first observed this bird in our route westward, about the four- from the ttee such as-are Deav austen 19 Ce ate recaed cele eo 
teenth of June, within the first range of the Rocky Mountains, oe ee ag os ae ihe erouads eee = ae 
called the Black Hills, and in the vicinity of that northern branch with great skill and adrolness) while en tie Witz: Sweeping oe 
of the Platte known by the name of Laramie’s Fork. At the ihe caetd ue someyhat = ks ne oe time, we saw a pair perched, as usual, on a mass of rocks, from parts it at the desired place, and bears it off to its nest. 3 This fact 

RENE IReD he sDEe ce though conallyalich@ne they de is familiar to all who have attentively observed its habits. Each which, ’ gh occasionally alighting, they flew as : z ee Rn aeectee without ndean te that we Heard and of these twigs is firmly fastened to its fellows by an adhesive sa- passing , o g any no ; : : $ 
from their predilection, it is probable they inhabit among broken liva, secreted BY pes cand abe ee ercture is song oS 
hills and barren rocks, where we have scarcely a doubt, from their mented ta ie Aine at tip chimney 3 aehiee os bat by pipene 
behavior, they had at this time a brood or a nest among these * ei ee tie drys he aes nade ee gine: granite cliffs. They appeared very timorous on our approach, like substance, apparently rmer ge an the twigs themselves. 

and seemed very limited in their range. Except among the Blue In SSE a aD a a from the Bide olfas chin ney, I have known Mountains of the Columbia, we scarcely ever saw them again.” portions of the brick to which it was fastened to give way sooner 

than the cement with which it had been secured. When moist- 

ened, however, by long or heavy rains, the weight of their con- 
Arkansas Flycatcher. (Zyrannus verticalis.) tents will sometimes cause them to part, and precipitate the whole 

to the bottom. The young birds cling very tenaciously to the sides 
Fig. 6. of the chimney, with their strong claws and muscular feet, and 

often save themselves from falling, in such accidents, by this 
This noisy and quarrelsome Flycatcher is numerously to be met means, even at a very early age, and before they have attained 

with in the western parts of North America. Like the King Bird, their sight. As the nest, even when undisturbed, soon becomes 
they dispute the familiarity or approach of any other bird during too small for them, the young leave it long before they are able to 
the time of incubation. fly, and climb to the top of the chimney, where they are fed by 

Mr. Allen says: ‘* The Arkansas Flycatcher occurs abundantly their parents.” 
as far east as Fort Hays, Kansas, where it is one of the most nu- The eggs, four to six in number, are pure white, unmarked, 
merous and characteristic of the woodland birds. It seems even sub-elliptical in shape, and measure 0.75 by 0.50, or slightly more. 
more pugnacious than its relative, the King Bird, the males fight- The power of flight possessed by these birds is unequaled by 
ing with each other almost constantly; and it is equally alert in any other species. It is claimed by Wilson that ‘* The Swallow 
driving other birds from the vicinity of its nest. Its notes are flies, in his usual way, at the rate of one mile in a minute, and he 
harsher and louder than those of the King Bird, though at times is so engaged for ten hours every day; his active life is extended, 
rather more musical; they are marked by the same general char- on an average, for ten years, which gives us two million one hun- 
acter. It is more graceful on the wing than the latter bird, pos- dred and ninety thousand miles—upward of eighty-seven times the 

sessing rather superior powers of flight, yet resembling it closely circumference of the globe. And yet this littled winged seraph, 
in general habits. It constructs a rather bulky and conspicuous if I may so speak, who, in a few days, can pass from the arctic 

nest, composed outwardly of the coarse stems of plants, softly regions to the torrid zone, is forced, when winter approaches, to 
lined with finer material, generally hair; it is placed on the outer descend to the bottom of lakes, rivers, and mill-ponds, to bury 
and higher branches of quite large trees. The eggs, commonly itself in the mud with eels and snapping turtles, or to creep in- 
five in number, in size, shape, and color so closely resemble those gloriously into a cavern, a rat-hole, or a hollow tree, with snakes, 

of the King Bird as not to be always distinguishable. Dozens of toads, and other reptiles, till the return of spring. Is not this true, 
pairs were breeding in the narrow belt of timber bordering Big ye wise men of Europe and America, who have published so many 

Creek, on the military reservation at Fort Hays. We also found credible narratives upon this subject? The Geese, the Ducks, the 
them nesting in isolated trees at the heads of ravines, sometimes Cat-bird, and even the Wren, which creeps about our houses like 

several miles from any other tree or shrub.” a mouse, are all declared to be migratory, and to pass to southern 
The length of this species is nine inches. regions on the approach of winter. The Swallow alone, on whom 

Heaven has conferred superior powers of wing, must sink in tor- 
; a : : pidity to the bottom of some pond, to pass the winter in the mud !” 

Chimney Swift, Chimney Swallow. (Chactura pelasgéa.) Upon the ground, the Chimney Swift moves with an awkward and 
Rig ys helpless step. When upon the wing the powers of this bird, as it 

skims over the face of the country, now soaring upward to a great 
The familiar Chimney Swifts, sometimes called Chimney Swal- height, and now sinking suddenly down until it almost sweeps the 

lows, are readily distinguished from other Swallows by their long ground; then, changing its course, it flies backward and forward 
wings and short tail. Their song consists entirely of a loud and with amazing celerity, pursuing its way with untiring speed, and 
often-repeated chirp, which is so sprightly, and so evidently the not unfrequently indulging in a bath in the lake or stream over 
outpouring of the bird’s own joyous sensations, as it turns its breast the bosom of which it delights to skim. This proceeding, like all 
in all directions, flaps its wings, and indulges in a variety of ani- its other evolutions on the wing, is rapidly and easily accom-
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plished; the bird sinks close to the water, and suddenly darts be- tionship, in some cases at any rate, with the present species is life- 

neath its surface, reappearing in less than a moment, and then long, unless this important business is attended to at the time of 

flies off to a distance to shake the moisture from its plumage. The setting out from its southern home. 

Swallow devours enormous numbers of flies, beetles, and butter- Nest-building commences about the 15th of May, and is the 

flies. When in pursuit of prey, it either keeps near the ground, joint labor of the sexes. A nest is two days in building. Scraps 

or skims through the air at an altitude regulated according to the of paper, leaves, grasses, feathers, and bits of strings are utilized 

barometical state of the atmosphere, insomuch that from this fact for this purpose. The whole is quite loosely arranged. Oviposi- 

has arisen the popular idea that its movements indicate the kind tion commences the day after the nest is completed, and lasts from 

of weather to be expected. four to five days, one egg being laid per diem. Incubation com- 
The length of this species is about five inches. mences on the ensuing day, and continues for a period ranging 

from eleven to twelve days, according to meteorological vicissitudes, 

: and the assiduity of the female. As we have not detected the male 

Purple Martin. (Progne purpurea.) engaged in sitting, we presume that it is wholly performed by the 
female. While the latter is thus occupied, he is very attentive, 

Fig. 8. thoughtful, and provident. They are both extremely assiduous in 

; : ; . their attentions to the young, and feed them upon the larve of va- 
A very abundant species that is met with at suitable season, in rious lepidoptera, mosquitos, small spiders, and mature forms of 

most parts of North America. Its notes, which consist of a lively Tabanus lineola, Musca domestica, and Ortalis and its allies. 

twitter, may be heard at the approach of day, after which prelude tela sabout ieee days from ine time of hatching, the young 

aeceerds soe exeited as chatter. Mr. Gentry, in his « Life quit the nest, but still continue to be fed by their parents for a week 

ee ss ss ese = - more, when they are prepared to provide their own nourishment; 

Few ppece ars more eminently sociable and confidential, and still continuing, however, to reside with their parents. Occasion- 
manifest greater pleasure in man’s society, where suitable building ally two ae are reared annually. While the parents are en- 

conveniences are provided, than the subject of this sketch. . . . gaged in rearing the second brood, the first is scouring the coun- 

es seegclauon ee ene eary yore des wrought a try for food, but returns in the evening to the place of common 
wonderful change in its character and habits. Except in special shelter, when suitable accommodations exist. In August, 1874 

cases, nidification no longer takes place in hollow trees in secluded | we were visiting in Bridgeton, N. J., and had the privilege of ssinty- 

situations, but is now accomplished within our gardens and lawns. ing very minutely the aieary of this species. Close by the place 

In the selection of a place, this bird is not very particular; an old where we were staying, was located a house of considerable ca- 
tin can, or a perforated gourd, is as truly acceptable as the most pacity, and possessing a dozen apartments. These were occupied 

costly structure which affluence can effect. When there is a by as ceey pairs of birds early in the season. Two broods had 

pcarcinacy ore oe Mees ao Beee todisputcathe meat ck been successfully reared. At the time to which we refer, all the 

Beene uese ee aie onisehioyous Ba Wacnacttene ads its young had attained maturity, and were dwelling with their parents. 
eforts to bar out intruders completely foiled. What this species Early in the morning, the almost deafening clatter that emanated 

ee Hot eee Bt Sates by Comiinations term from the building, told that its inmates were astir and prepared to 

ee — ¢ see fl commence their daily avocation. The departure of one from the 

as ee eee Seen Macher 19 a building was the signal for the rest to do likewise, which they did 
of past associations, and frequents the same localities year after to the number of sixty and upward. Instead of leaving instanter, 

yeah nee ees ee ee th eed] grunt ee they kept circling around the house for at least ten minutes, chat- 

eet rom thee BESO Saray. = ees aucss tering away at a fearful rate; and then, as if by common consent, 

ee ee ee aver sccompiely Soe es struck off in divers directions, and were not seen again until sun- 
mend them to our favor and esteem, and should be an inducement set, when they returned to renew the circling movements of the 

for us to extend to them our warmest sympathies and fullest pro- marines with the same amount of noise, when one by one, with 

ee tere cee Fults the aphides: that eap as much regularity as the marching of soldiers, would drop into . 
the strength of our useful as well as ornamental plants; the various the building until the last had entered. A litle din and chatter 

dipterous insects, as Musca domestica, Tabanus lineola, Musca ing over the day’s adventures, and all was quiet again. The 

cesar, and the Ortalis and its allies, whose larva infest our rasp- resence of persons upon the scene did not eadaol ihe Horeleeto 

a oe vee Me Balle of many 0: our oot in the least. Being very intent upon this sort of amuse- 

as pas , weae ment, for such it seemed to be, nothing seemed to distract attention 

: “Like the Cliff and Bank palo te Bpecics ts tond of ae or cause desistance therefrom. ‘The most unbounded confidence 

ict oe 2 apap iments calstly a poses as any aus in man, acquired and strengthened by the peaceable enjoyment of 

eee tate ot pos Soe Pair bare Deen enown to See his society for many years, has rendered this species exceedingly 

Messer Gem 120 west perfect order aud harmony prevail tame and unsuspicious. Few species manifest their trustfulness to 

ee Be teane | ewer tp the feathered senger that ap such an extent. Their departure for warmer countries occurs 
proaches; for the combined strength of the male portion of the en- usually about the rgth of September. 

ma community is summoned to wreak instant vengeance upon « Their eggs are oblong-oval, being pointed at one end, and of 

im. : :, 

‘*¢ The males are strongly attached to their partners, and faithful mune eee They siesta my Shea tek 

and ever attentive to their wants. We are disposed to believe that oo 3 

the species arrives already paired, as we have never observed the : 

least indication of anything that would lead to a different belief. : 5 s 

When a male has ae ee a partner, we know no instance Violet-Green Swallow. (Tuchycineta thalassina.) 

where she has been abandoned, while living, for another, during Bis ig: 

the season for which she was espoused. In some cases, this alli- 

ance is dissolved at the close of the breeding-season, to be reas- This beautiful species is met with upon the table-lands of the 

sumed during the subsequent spring; in others, the separation is Rocky Mountains, and its migrations extend through the middle 

doubtless permanent, another taking the place of the discarded and western provinces, to Canada, and south to Mexico. Dr. 

suitor; again, the union is life-long. We believe that this rela- Cooper observes that it ‘‘ frequents chiefly the groves of oak
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along the sides of the valleys and across the whole coast range, The White-rumped Shrike is the northern variety of the Log- 
excepting the windy and cold neighborhood of the sea. They gerhead, from which it differs in the genarally darker color of the 
range at least as far north as the Straits of Fuca, and across the upper parts, with a conspicuously whiter rump. It is found from 
interior to the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains.” Tlinois to Wisconsin, north and west. In habits it does not differ 

«‘A well-known and often-recorded point in the economy of the from the Loggerhead. These birds may be distinguished from 
Swallows is the readiness with which they modify their ways of the Northern Shrike by their smaller size, darker colors, and uni- 
nesting according to circumstances. Those species, like the Barn form ashy white color beneath. The Northern Shrike has the 
Swallows, the White-bellied and Cliff Swallows, and the Purple under parts faintly barred with dusky ash, and is only found in 
Martin, which inhabit populous countries, have almost completely winter, in localities frequented by the Loggerhead and White- 
changed their modes of nidification, now breeding in the conveni- rumped Shrike during the summer. 
ent places afforded by buildings, or in shelters expressly provided 
for their use. In the case of the Cliff Swallows, the change is of 

very recent date, and many records are preserved of the precise 

time when, in particular localities, the birds deserted cliffs to build 
under eaves, or when, adopting this habit, they appeared and bred PLATE LXXVII. 
in places where they were before unknown. With the Purple : 
Martins the nidification occurred earlier, and I am not aware that Jer-fatcon, or Gyr-faleon. (Halco sacer, var. candicans.) 
the time is recorded. But in the west both these birds still adhere Fig. 1 
to their primitive ways. Along the Missouri I saw great numbers : . : 
of nests of Cliff Swallows stuck in batches on the high, vertical, This SPECIES) a variety of the Jer-falcon—spelt also Ger and 
water-worn exposures; and in Arizona the Martins occupied the Gyr—inhabits Arctic America, North Greenland, Iceland, and 
blasted tops of tall pine-trees, in colonies, having driven off the Europe. : : 
Woodpeckers, the rightful proprietors of the holes that riddled the Brehm says: ‘They appear to prefer such rocky localities as 
trunks. It becomes an interesting speculation, whether the Bank are in the immediate neighborhood of the sea-coast, and upon 
Swallow will ever abandon its burrows, and so far modify its fos- which hundreds and thousands of sea birds settle during the breed- 
sorial nature as to build in chinks and crannies, or affix a nest any- ing season; nevertheless, they do not entirely avoid the wooded 
where about a building. As far as is now known, the Violet-green pants of the country, for such amongst them BSS BLeSLOONy OLD ata 
Swallow retains its primitive habits, but the same easy adaptability pair make long excursions inland, even occasionally visiting the 
to varying circumstances may be observed in this case, warrant- mountain ranges of the interior, amongst which the old birds are 
ing the inference that before long it will accept the conditions rarely ever seen. The attachment of these various species to their 
that civilization imposes, and breed about buildings like its allies.” breeding places is very remarkable; they return to them with such 
—Coues. unfailing regularity that we were once accurately directed where 

to look for an eyrie, even though our informant had neither seen 

the spot, nor heard it spoken of, for many years. In their other 

Loggerhead Shrike (Col/urio ludovictanus) [Fig. 11], and the White- eo ey ree ne Boren Bacon Eee ue 
rumped Shrike (Collurio ludovicianus, var. excubttoroides) [Fig. Io]. sume months it subsists UPR See birds, an the winter. upon 

Ptarmigans, and, according to some naturalists, will devour hares, 

This bird, which has much the appearance of a bird of prey, and and live ae SO een ee Oe together: We were on 
much similar habits, is yet one of the singing birds, and though it one CO for three days in the AA of the Nyker (two 
may not exercise its gifts in this respect, much more than does the mountains much frequented by sea birds), and watched a pair of 
Blackbird and Crow of the same class, its structure shows it to be Gyr-falcons come down morning after morning punctually at ten 
more nearly related to the Robin and Vireo than to even the o’clock, in order to obtain their breakfast. This was very speedily 
smaller hawks. accomplished ; both took a rapid survey of the feathered swarm 

The Loggerhead Shrike is found throughout the Southern they were about to attack, and then, swooping down with unerring 

States, and on the Pacific coast as far at least as Lower California. aim, carried off one bird after another, until they had obtained the 
Its occurrence in the Mississippi valley is as far north at least as necessary supply. Howell mentions having seen a Polar Falcon 

* Columbus, Ohio, where it is of common occurrence. In that lo- pounce upon two Sea Gulls at the same time, and bear them away 
cality it is one of the first birds to arrive in spring, and frequently in triumph, one in each foot. They are also said to destroy 
has its nest built and eggs laid in April. Pigeons.” — : 

As will be seen from the plate, its general appearance resembles This species is about two feet in length. 
that of the Mocking Bird, and for that bird it is often mistaken. 

Frequently the young are taken from the nest and sold for yeuos Polar, or Iceland Falcon. (/a/co sacer, var. islandicus.) 
Mocking Birds. Generally they die betore their luckless possessor 
discovers his mistake, and if by chance they live, no sweet sounds Fig. 2. 

will reward the care which lasiteen bestowed upon them. Their Closely allied to the last-named species, and recognized as a common note is a harsh, creaky cry; while their song, which is variety, by the darker markings on the upper parts of the body. 
comparatively seldom heard, is a rapid repetition of monotonous Stehabite andimannerelaresimlat 
notes, not, however, unmusical. They frequent open country, and 
are especially attached to the bushy borders of field tall osage 
orange hedges. Their nest is usually built, with some attempt at ese ee 
concealment, in a low treetop covered with a wild grapevine, or in 
adense bush. It is large and bulky, often lined with feathers. PLATE LXXVIII. 
The eggs are four or five, grayish, thickly speckled over with 
brownish-ash. Their food consists, for the most part, of large in- Ruffed Grouse, Partridge, or Pheasant. (Bonasa umbellus.) 
sects, such as grasshoppers and crickets. They are noted for the ms. 
curious habit of impaling grasshoppers and other prey upon thorns 
and twigs. No sufficient reason has ever been discovered why Although this species is generally known by the name of 
they do this, Ruffed Grouse, it is also called the Partridge in the New England
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: RUFFED GROUSE. 121 cea a ee eee 
and Middle States, and, in the Southern States it is named the sound, made by the cocks in the pairing season, and capable of : 
Pheasant. The multiplication of names that this species has at- being heard, in still weather, a great distance. The latter noise tained has caused considerable confusion, in regard to which Dr. is caused by the rapid vibration of the wings when the male is Coues says: ‘ perched on a fallen tree or stump. Indiscriminately, they live on : *« Jt is somewhat singular that a misapprehension should subsist, a great variety of food—ants, grubs, alder-berries, wild cherries, even among well-informed persons, in regard to this species. The and grain, being their favorite diet. Early in autumn, when the 
confusion in the minds of some is, doubtless, partly due to the fact weather is fine, particularly in the morning and evening, they will that the bird goes under different names in different parts of the be found in the open cultivation, more especially if there be rough 
country ; and we are often asked, is ita Partridge, or is it a Pheas- ground with brush in the vicinity; but as severe weather ap- ant?—to which reply may be made that it is zez/her, but a Grouse. proaches, the woods will become their constant resort. In shoot- ‘Pheasant’ is a name of a variety of birds of the family Phasian- ing the Ruffed Grouse, great difficulty is always experienced in de, indigenous to Southern Asia, and not represented in this marking them. Their flight, as I have previously said, is won- country at all. The best known species is that one long ago in- derfully rapid, and they have a method of doubling back in the troduced into England, and there thoroughly naturalized. (The reverse direction to which they started; however, as they do not nearest American representative of the Pheasants is the Wild Tur- generally go far (about three or four hundred yards), with pa- key, which is sometimes included in the family Phasianide.) tience and a selection of the nearest irregular ground which has : ‘ Partridge’ is the name of a group of small gallinaceous birds, growing timber upon it, or the densest brush that is in the neigh- 
which, like the Phasianide, belong exclusively to the Old World, borhood, a second opportunity will probably occur of bringing 
our American Partridges, so called, being quite a different set of more of the family to a bag. In many portions of the United 
birds. A poverty of our language in the matter of names of va- States and Canada they are known by the misnomers of Partridge 
rious American birds has caused them to become known by some and Pheasant. Frequently, when trout fishing in the wilds of the term really belonging only to their (real or supposed) nearest Eu- State of Maine, I have come suddenly upon them, when they would 
ropean relatives. It would simplify matters much, to discard al- rise into the nearest tree, and remain with unconcern watching me ; together the terms ‘ Pheasant’ and ‘ Partridge,’ by which this spe- from evident curiosity, they would stretch their necks, and get into cies is known in, respectively, the Northern and Southern States, all kinds of grotesque attitudes; and so little would they then re- and call it by its proper name of ‘ Ruffed Grouse.’ The bird it- gard the report of a gun, that I have known pot-hunters kill quite 
self is unmistakable ; no other species has the conspicuous ruffle a number of the same family by always shooting the lowest first. 
of lengthened, broad, soft, silky feathers on the neck; and the But when the Ruffed Grouse becomes familiar with man, he is 
only other species with any feathery neck-appendages is the Pin- perfectly cognizant of the danger of being in his proximity. Al- 
nated Grouse, where the appendages are like little wings of nar- though before dogs they lie close, their color harmonizes so well 
row, straight, pointed feathers. The Ruffed Grouse may be con- with that of the ground, that it is next to impossible to see them 
founded by some with the Canada Grouse, or ‘ Spruce Partridge’ before they are on the wing. 
( Letrao canadensis), but this has no lengthened feathers on the ‘In the undergrowth which springs up in that portion of the 
neck, and is otherwise entirely different.” country where the timber has been destroyed by fire, I ever found 

Parker Gilmore’s account of this species, in his ‘ Prairie and them very abundant, it being almost impossible to wander half a 
Forest,” a valuable work, descriptive of the game of North Amer- mile through such openings without flushing a covey. As these 
ica, says: generally occur in the lumber regions, where the winters are par- 

«This worthy member of a noble family loves the woodland ticularly long and rigorous, far exceeding in severity those of glades and rocky hill-sides. The verge of the prairie he may oc- Scotland, the hardiness of this bird can not be doubted. In the 
casionally visit, but let him be disturbed, his fears excited, like Alleghanies and all the southern ranges of hills of the United 
arrow from bow he will wing his way direct to the friendly shelter States it is also abundant, where, if the winters are less severe, 
of the forest. But all woods do not suit the fastidious taste of this the heat in summer is sometimes excessive, proving that the Ruffed 
beauty ; for when there exists only the fat, damp, slimy, bottom- Grouse is capable of enduring great varieties of climate. 
lands, that margin so many of the southwestern rivers, he is not ‘« The palate of the most fastidious epicure can not fail to be 
to be found. No, rolling country and hilly spurs are his home, gratified with the appearance of this game on the table, the flesh 
where, deep in the shelter of the laurel, cedar, hemlock, hazel, being extremely delicate, with a strong flavor of our Red Grouse. 
and birch, he can laugh at his pursuers, unless they are the very I have eaten it cooked in every conceivable manner, and whether 
quickest and best of shots. But I allude to where he has known it be simply roasted over a camp-fire, or form a portion of an 
man, and learned to dread his presence as ominous of evil; for, omnium gatherum stew, it will be found alike acceptable. Al- 
where such is not the case, if flushed, they are often satisfied to though scarcity of food may compel this Grouse to change its 
settle upon the first tree in the neighborhood, regarding the in- beat, still it is not migratory, as stated by some naturalists. The 
truder with looks of wonder, and remain, gratifying their excited supposition has arisen from their being found in great numbers, 
curiosity, till the whole covey have been shot in detail. Through- during summer and autumn, on the scrub barren land, which they 
out Canada West they are numerous. At the northern end of leave as soon as the more severe weather commences, for the 
Lake Simcoe I found them very abundant; also on the hillsides shelter of the dense timber. A family of these birds I was ac- 
that cradle in the lovely, peaceful Lake Umbagog, in Oxford quainted with fora year. On their range there was an abundance 
county, Maine; but western Maryland and Virginia are also favor- of food and water, and during that period I could always find them, 
ite haunts; in fact, it may be found everywhere where wood, their home being a little, hilly island in the prairie, covered with 
water, and hillside combine to form for it a suitable haunt, between timber and brush, and detached from any irregular land by sev- 
thirty-two and fifty degrees of north latitude. eral miles of grass. 

“‘In April, these birds pair. . . . They lay from ten to six- ** Some authorities have placed Woodcock shooting first in the 
teen eggs; their nest, which is a very primitive one, being gener- list, and called it the fox-hunting of those pleasures in which the 
ally secreted in brush, or under the shelter of a fallen log. They dog and gun form the chief accessories. As far as present Brit- 
are most affectionate parents, and use the same artifices as the ish field-sports are concerned, I believe they are correct; but, 
Wild Duck to draw away the intruder from the vicinity of their should the Ruffed Grouse be introduced, and Englishmen ex- 
youthful progeny. This Grouse has two distinct calls, one a perience the suddenness of their rise, the velocity and irregularity 
soft, mellow, prolonged note, generally used in gathering after the of their flight, the uncertainty of their movements, and the beauty 
covey has been broken up; the other, an extraordinary drumming and size of this game when bagged, they would assuredly insert
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: a saving clause. I doubt not many—I believe all—of the warm considered as the favorite emblem of peace and innocence, proba- 

admirers of shooting will agree with me that there is a superior bly from the respectful manner in which the name is mentioned in 

pleasure in making a mixed bag—now a Mallard, next a Wood- various parts of Scripture—it being selected from among all the 

cock, perchance thirdly a Partridge, etc. ; loading your discharged birds, by Noah, to ascertain the state of the deluge, and return- 
barrel, scarcely knowing at what description of game it vill be ing to the ark, bearing the olive leaf as a messenger of peace and 
used: thus a reason for their introduction to England.” good tidings; the Holy Ghost, it is also said, was seen to descend 

This beautiful species is about eighteen inches in length, erect like a Dove from heaven, etc. In addition to these, there is in 

*n form, and has a handsome chestnut brown color, dotted and pen- the Dove an appearance of meekness and innocency very interest- 

ciled with gray and brown spots on the neck, breast, and back. ing, and well calculated to secure our partiality in its favor.” 

On each side of the neck are fan-shaped tufts of glossy, dark, The food of this species consists of rice, seeds, and berries. 

purple-black, velvet-looking feathers, and on the top of the head 
there is a slight crest. 

White-crowned or White-headed Pigeon. (Columba leucocephala.) PLATE LXXIX. 

i Great White Egret, or White Heron. (Ardea egretta.) 

This species, well known as an inhabitant of Mexico and the a 

West Indies, is also gregarious, and found in great numbers on ae 
the rocks of the Florida Keys, where they breed in society, and, ‘This fine bird may be immediately recognized by its color— 

when first seen in the spring, feed principally upon the beach pure white at all seasons, with yellow bill and black legs, with its 
plum and the berries of a kind of palm. From the peculiar se- large size—about three feet in length. The head is not adorned 
lection of their breeding-places, they are known, in some of the with a crest, but in the breeding season the back has a magni- 

West Indies, particularly Jamaica, San Domingo, and Porto Rico, ficent train drooping beyond the tail. The Little White Egret is 

by the name of Rock Pigeons. They likewise abound in the much smaller, only about two feet long, and has a recurved crest, 
Bahama Islands, and form an important article of food to the in- lengthened breast feathers, and a recurved train, in the breeding 

habitants, particularly the young, as they become fully grown. season. An erroneous impression prevails that an Egret is some- 
According to Audubon, they arrive on the southern keys of the thing different from a Heron; but all Egrets are Herons, although 

Floridas, from the island of Cuba, from the twentieth of April to all Herons are not Egrets. It isa term applied to certain Herons, 

the first of May, remaining to breed during the summer season. especially white ones, that have long plumes (aégrettes); but the 

They are at all times extremely shy and wary, remaining so distinction is entirely arbitrary. The Reddish Egret, for instance, 
indeed even while incubating, skipping from the nests and taking and the Louisianan, are not white, while the small Green Heron 

to wing without noise, and remaining off sometimes as much as has long, flowing dorsal plumes. 

half an hour ata time. In the month of May the young squabs «‘ Audubon has a paragraph upon this species susceptible of 

are nearly able to fly, and are killed in great numbers by the extensive application, and expressing a favorite idea of mine, 
wreckers who visit the keys. The nest is placed on the summit of strengthened into conviction by repeated observation. Speaking 

a cactus shoot, a few feet from the ground, or on the upper of finding Egrets much wilder in early spring than after they had 
branches of a mangrove, or quite low, impending over the water. settled to their duties of reproduction, he says: ‘I have supposed 
Externally it is composed of small twigs, and lined with grass and this to be caused by the change of their thoughts on such occa~ 

fibrous roots. The eggs are two, white, rather yellowish, and sions, and am of opinion that birds of all kinds become more 

as largeias HOSE ef Mic domestio a ee anys ae ep Daren careless of themselves. As the strength of their attachment 
several broods in the season. The cooing of this species may be toward their mates or progeny increases through the process 
heard to a considerable distance. After a kind of crowing pre- of time, as is the case with the better part of our own species, 
lude, he repeats his koo, koo, koo. When suddenly approached lovers and parents perform acts of heroism which individuals 

qe uiters)a neon euital Sou as like pre common: bigeon. | aUhey having no such attachment to each other would never dare to con- 
are easily domesticated, and breed in that state freely. About the template. In these birds the impulse of affection is so great that 

beginning of October they are Very. numerous, and now return to when they have young they allow themselves to be approached so 

pass the winter in the West India islands.—WVutall. as often to fall victims to the rapacity of man, who, boasting of 

reason and benevolence, ought at such a time to respect their de- 

2 : votion.’ No one unfamiliar with birds’ natures, as exhibited at 

ee a ae (Oi mapeiea peerins:) different seasons of the year, and at varying ages, can have ade- 

Fig. 3. quate conception of the opposite traits they display. Even Doves, 

those meekest of birds—the emblems of ‘peace on earth and 

This pretty little family is to be met with in the Southern States, good-will’—fight furiously when the furor amantium is on them ; 

usually south of the State of Virginia. the wariest birds forget to consider personal danger in defense 

Nuttall says: ‘‘They are common in the sea islands of the of their young; suspicious birds sometimes grow impudently 

Southern States, particularly of South Carolina and Georgia, familiar; knowing birds appear stupid; dull birds become frisky, 

where they are seen in small flocks of from fifteen to twenty. and frisky birds beside themselves, when in love; silent birds cry 

They are found usually upon the ground, and prefer the open out, and singing birds sing all the time. 

fields and cultivated tracts to the woods. Their flight is seldom | «‘Another point may be mentioned here. The young, even 
protracted, as they fly out commonly only to short distances; of birds by nature shy and suspicious, require some time to get 
though on the approach of winter they retire to the islands and over their early verdancy and acquire a wholesome degree of 
milder parts of the continent, arriving again at their northern caution. Instincts of this sort are undoubtedly hereditary, and 
resorts early in April. Like some other species they have a fre- sufficiently well marked to enable us to predicate it, in a certain 
quent jerking motion with the tail, and the usual tender cooing greater or less degree, of all birds; and circumstances of subse- 
and gesticulations of the tribe.” quent experience, moreover, have much control over its develop- 

«<The Dove, generally speaking,” says Wilson, ‘ has long been ment and exhibition. But, beyond these variations, it is unques-
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tionable that, other things being equal, young birds are for a while distinct and peculiar from that of any other species of Tern. 

less wary than their parents, as certainly as in the case of our own There is hardly a doubt but what this bird is a distinct species. 
species. The White Egret is an illustration in point. We are of the Terns; but there is a doubt whether it is a North American 

familiar with the difficulty that Audubon records of his expe- species. Dr. Coues, one of our best informed ornithologists, says ¢ 

rience in attempting to shoot these birds; and those of us who ‘*The only question is regarding the propriety of introducing the 
have tried can attest the same thing. But such strategy is not species among North American birds. For myself, I doubt that 
always required, late in the summer and early in the fall, to obtain it was ever actually taken within our limits; but I have no means 

birds of the year. At Fort Yuma, where the birds are very com- of disproving our author’s positive assertion to that effect.” 
mon, I had frequent occasion to wonder at their want of shyness 
in the fall, not to say their absolute stupidity. On one occasion 
that I remember I came upon a young bird that was quietly feed- Sooty Tern. (Sterna fuliginosa.) 
ing at a little pool. Notwithstanding that I was on horseback 
znd had come clattering along, the bird, not frightened at the Fig. 3. 
noise and sudden appearance, merely drew itself up at full height ae : : 
to look a moment, and then bent its long neck again to resume its This is one of our well-known species, and in the southern 
meal, within fifteen steps of me. It was to have been hoped that parts of North America it is very numerous. To the navigators it 
it could have lived long enough to learn better. Speaking in gen- is one of the indications of the near approach of land. They are 
eral terms, and without considering the artificial frame of mind mostly met with along the Atlantic and Gulf GEES Audubon 
brought about by man’s interference, the shyness of any Heron gives quite an extended account of this bird, from which we copy 

corresponds exactly to its size; and it is so with many other birds, the following : : . 

particularly Gulls—the larger the species, the more wary. The ‘‘Early the next morning I was put on shore, and remained 
smaller kinds, as the Green Heron and the Least Bittern, show there until I had completed my observation on the Terns. Having 

little concern at being approached. It would almost seem as seated myself on the shelly sand, which here formed the only soil, 

if the greater birds were aware how likely to attract harmful I remained almost motionless for several hours, in consequence 

attention their imposing appearance made them, and as if the little of which the birds alighted about me, at the distance of only a 
ones trusted to their insignificance for protection. It is only few yards, so that I could plainly see with what efforts and pains 
another interpretation of La Fontaine’s crowned rats... The grada- the younger females deposited their eggs. ‘Their bills were open, 
tion in size among Herons calls up one other point. Such species and their pantings indicated their distress; but after the egg had 
as the Great Blue and the Great White are certainly to be con- been expelled, they immediately walked off, in an awkward ‘man- 

sidered of dignified bearing, and their motions have something of ner, until they reached a place where they could arise without 
grace and beauty as well. But, though the Green, and the Least, striking the branches of the bushes near them, when they flew 

and others have almost exactly the same form and the same attitudes away. Here and there, in numerous places within twenty yards 
and movements, they would never be called dignified or elegant of me, females, having their complement of eggs, alighted and 
birds. Analyzing this difference in the way the birds impress us, quietly commenced the labor of incubation. Now and then a male 
I can not see that anything but szze is in question. This is the bird also settled close by, and immediately disgorged a small fish 
real secret; the large Blue Heron is dignified by its size alone; within the reach of the female. After some Curious reciprocal 

the little Green Heron, that copies every posture and action of the nods of their heads, which were doubtless intended a8 marks 
other, only succeeds in being grotesque, if not actually ridicu- of affection, the caterer would fly off. Several individuals, which 
lous—the more so from the very fact of its imitation. The paral- had not commenced laying their eggs, I saw scratch the sand with 

lel that may be drawn is a broad and long one. their feet, in the manner of the common fowl, while searching for 

“The White Egret is rather a delicate bird, preferring warm food. : : 
weather, and consequently restricted in geographical distribution. In the course of this operation they frequently seated them- 
In New England it is only a rare visitor, and is not known to breed. selves in the shallow basin, to try how it fitted their form, or find 
I may here observe that a certain northward migration of some out what was still wanted to insure their comfort. Not the least 

southerly birds at this season is nowhere more noticeable than semblance of a quarrel did I observe between anya of these 

among the Herons and their allies, the migrants consisting chiefly interesting creatures—indeed, they all appeared as if happy mems 

of birds hatched that year, which unaccountably stray in what bers of a single family; and, as if to gratify my Dee wishes, 

seems to us the wrong direction. Massachusetts is the northern- a few of them went through the process of courtship in my 
most record of the species in New England. It is rather decidedly a presence. The male birds frequently threw their heads over their 
maritime bird, like its smaller relative (Ardea candidissima), and backs as it were, in the manner of several species of Gulls; they 
seldom penetrates any distance inland except along our largest also swelled out their throats, walked round the female, and ended 

rivers—the Mississippi, Rio Grande, and Colorado. I never saw by uttering a soft puffing sound as they caressed them. Then the 
it in the interior of the Carolinas, along the coasts of which I pair for a moment or two walked round each other, and at length 
found it very abundant, and throughout the low, flat, marshy or rose on wing and soon disappeared. : Such is one of the many 

swampy districts. On the Pacific coast it is not recorded north sights it has been my good fortune to witness; and by each of them 
of California. I met with it frequently in Southern California have I been deeply impressed with a sense of the pervading power 
near the coast, and on a few occasions on the Mojave river, not far of the Deity. 

from Soda Lake, perhaps rather an exceptional inland locality, as «The Sooty Tern always lays three eggs as its full number. 
the desert environing on all sides but one must be a great barrier. + + + When wounded and seized by the hand, this bird bites 
The Arizonian birds are gathered chiefly along the Colorado, par- severely, and utters a plaintive cry, differing from its usual note, 
ticularly its lower portions.”— Cowes. which is loud and shrill, resembling the syllables oo-ee, oo0-ee. 

Their nests are all scooped near the roots or stems of the bushes, 

and under the shade of their boughs—in many places within a few 

Trudeau’s Tern. (Sterna trudeaut.) inches of each other. They generally measure two inches and 

Fig. & one-eighth by one and a half, have a smooth shell, with the ground 

of a pale cream color, sparingly marked with various tints of 

This rare and remarkable species was first procured by J. lightish umber, and still lighter marks of purple, which appear 

Trudeau, Esq., of Louisiana. The coloration of its plumage is as if within the shell.”
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or roosts, and are usually called ‘Spanish Curlews.’? They sub- 
King Rail; Fresh-water Marsh Hen. (Aadlus elegans.) sist principally on cray-fish, whose cells they probe, and, with 

their strong pinching bills, drag them out.” Fry and aquatic insects 

Fig. 4. also constitute a part of their food. 

The flight of these beautiful species is said to be lofty and strong, 
This beautiful bird is met with in the fresh-water marshes along and as they pass through the air they utter a loud and peculiar 

the Atlantic coast, in summer, and in winter in the more Southern cry. Their flesh is not held in very high esteem, although it is 
States. Its habits are about the same as that of the species sometimes eaten. 

described on page 3. According to Sagra, the eggs, three or four in number, are laid 
upon the ground, and have a greenish shell. Schomburghk states 

++ that young and adult birds do not associate with each other, but 
unite in distinct bands. 

The White Ibis is about twenty-three inches long, and thirty- 

PLATE LXXX. seven in extent. The Scarlet Ibis has about the same measurement. 

Great Blue Heron. (Ardea herodiéas.) 

Fig. 1. 

Most all Herons are large and ungainly birds; and they are PLATE LXXXI. 
met with in most parts of the globe. In North America the Blue 

Heron is restricted to the warmer parts, and at the approach Short-eared Owl. (Brachyotus palustris.) 
of winter, or when their supply of food falls short, it migrates into . 

the tropical parts of the continent. Swamps, shallow rivers, and Fig. 1. 

pools are their favorite haunts, and in these they quietly stand, This species is pretty generally distributed throughout North 

with their necks drawn down between their shoulders, watching America, and in the temperate parts is said to be abundant. It 

the approach of a fish, UpCR syhich ie suadeuly cal ang aeziae exhibits no fear of man, and may frequently be seen perching upon 
it in the beak, swallow it in an instant. They also consume small the trees that grow near crowded thoroughfares. During the day 

quadrupeds, frogs, and a pee) of insects. ; Seon aes they conceal themselves under the vines, or among the branches 
Coues says: ‘‘No species of Heron has a wider distribution ae of trees, the stems of which they so much resemble in color as to 
— So ee aie extent ce be in but little danger of detection, so long as they remain quiet. 
dispersion. Tt appears to be Fe oes however, in the It is not until evening has fully set in that they sally out in quest 
United States than farther north, and is resident south of the mid- of food, and hover, with something of the movement of a Falcon, 

dle districts. Herons, as a group, are rather southern birds ; close to the surface of the ground, in quest of mice and similar fare. 
es (Glossy Bo Great Blue ‘The specific name of this species,” says Coues, ‘is highly 

Heron) proceed Dey ead the sUnited States, one moet) if not all, appropriate, such is its preference for low, moist, and even swampy 
Bre Ole abundant in the southera porens of the Union. They or marshy resorts. It is, however, one of the few species not con- 
are particularly numerous in the South Atlantic and Gulf States, fined to woods, but occurring in open prairie, sometimes many 

where they breed by thousands, and in pebich distacts) several miles from timbered land. It nests on the ground, laying its eggs 
Beles occus that ee found in corresponding latitudes an the either in a bare depression, or upon a few sticks or feathers, or a 
West. On the Pacific side ws have ao peculiar species, all that little grass. The eggs, usually four or five in number, are dull 
qISeiny (LAGHS ISP OLE Wants Ser white, less nearly spherical than usual in this family, and measure 

Of the nest the same writer ve a Wherever placed, on tree, about an inch and a half in length by one and a fourth in breadth. 
Pesce reek, the nest of aa Heron is a large bed of twigs, Bore But its nesting varies with circumstances. Mr. Dall recently found or less matted together with grasses and ceo some two feet in it breeding in burrows, on the island of Oonalashka; «the hole is 

diameter and about one-third as high. Two or three eggs are horizontal, and the inner end usually a little higher than the aper- 
laid, probably never more. They measure 2.50 by 1.50, and are ture; lined with dry grass and feathers.’ The burrows were not rather narrowly elliptical, with both ends of about the same shape ; over two feet deep, usually excavated in the side of a steep bank.” 
the color is a pale, dull, greenish blue, varying in shade in differ- 

ent specimens, but always uniform on the same egg.” 

Mottled Owl, Red Owl, or Screech Owl. (Scogs asto.) 

White Ibis. (Zd¢s alba.) Fig. 2. 

Fig. 2. Although this species appears represented on the plate in differ- 
ent coloration of its plumage, it is one and the same bird; the dif- 

Scarlet Ibis. (Zéés rubra.) ference in color is without any known cause. It is one of our best 
known and most abundant species. Mr. Maynard contributes an 

Fig. 3. interesting account of this species to the American Naturalist, Vol. 
I., page 73, which reads as follows: ‘¢On June 15, 1867, I ob- 

The habits and characteristics of these two species are about the served some boys around a small Owl, which was perched on a 
same. Their native haunts are Central America and the northern stick ; on closer examination I found that it was a young Mottled 
portions of South America as faras the Amazon; from thence they Owl (scops asio bonaparto). It was staring about in a dazed man- 
extend their migrations in summer into the most southern portions ner, and seemed half stupefied. I easily persuaded the boys to 
of the United States, rarely ever proceeding farther north than part with it for a trifle, and took it home. I should judge that it 
Carolina. Along the borders of the sea and the shores of adjacent was about two weeks old. It was covered with a grayish down. 
rivers, these birds are to be met with, from which they seldom extend I put it in a large cage, and gave it some meat, which it ate, but not 
far inland. Mr. Bartram says: ‘‘They fly in large flocks or readily, for it seemed frightened at the sight of my hand; and at 
squadrons, evening and morning, to and from their feeding-places my near approach, would draw back, snapping its beak after the
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MOTTLED OWL—RED-SHOULDERED HAWK. 125 ee eae eee ee 
: manner of all Owls. It soon grew tamer, however, and would hidden spoils are touched, it lays back its ear-like tufts, snaps its 

regard me with a wise stare, as if perfectly understanding that I beak once or twice, and drops down on the unlucky hand like an 
was a friend. arrow, striking it with its sharp claws until the hand is withdrawn ; 

“In a short time it would take food from me without fear; I then, ascertaining that its treasure is safe, Scops resumes its perch, 
never saw it drink, although water was kept constantly near it. looking at its late disturber with most unfriendly eyes.* I once 
Its food consisted of mice, birds, and butchers’ meat, on which it placed a stuffed Owl of its own species near it, when it ruffled its 
fed readily. I kept the bird caged for about two weeks, during feathers, gave a series of hisses, moans, and snappings of the 
which time it became quite tame, but would not tolerate handling, beak, and stretched out one wing at full length in front of its head, 
always threatening me with its beak, when my hands approached as a shield to repulse what it took to be a stranger invading its own 
it. As the wires of its cage broke its feathers, when moving about, domains. As the stuffed bird was pushed nearer, Scops budged 
and as it hardly seemed resigned to confinement, I opened its cage not an inch, but looked fiercer than ever; its ruffled back feathers 
and gave it the freedom of the room, leaving the windows open were erected high, its eyes sparkled, and its whole attitude was one 
nights and day. About this time I gave it the name of « Scops,’ of war. 

: to which in a little while it would answer, when called, with a low In the work, ‘The Birds of New England,’ are given two 
rattle, which sounded like the distant note of the Kingfisher. instances of this bird’s first plumage being in the red; but my 

‘*One morning, Scops was missing; diligent search was made bird is decidedly in the gray. If it is red at all, it must be at some 
for it, but no Owl could be found, and, reluctantly, we gave it up time hereafter.” 
for lost. Once or twice it was seen in the neighboring woods by 
different people, and once on the roof of a barn, but was wild, and 
refused to be caught. It had been absent about a week, when, one Mottled Owl, Screech Owl, or Red Owl. (Scops asio.) 
morning, I was told that my Owl was out in the yard. I hastened Fig. 2 
out, and found a half-grown Newfoundland dog playing with my = 
pet. The Owl was clinging to his shaggy fur with its claws, snap- This is one of our small and beautiful species. It is abundant 
ping its beak, and biting fiercely. I immediately rescued poor in most all parts of North America. The food consists of mice, 
Scops, and carried it into the house. On arriving in its old quar- small birds, beetles, crickets, and insects generally. The nest is 
ters it seemed pleased, chuckling to itself after its manner. It was found built in the hollow of old trees, about the last of May or 
almost starved, and ate two full-grown Bluebirds at the first meal. early in June, and is lined with hay, grass, and feathers. The 
After this time I gave it the privilege of going and coming when eggs are usually about five, and are nearly round, and white in 
it pleased; but, mindful of its former experience, it never has but color. 
once remained away more than two days at a time. It now became Nuttall says: ‘‘ During the day they either retire into hollow 
more attached to me than ever, and will, at this time, permit me trees and unfrequented barns, or hide in the thickest evergreens. 
to pat it gently. At times they are abroad by day, and in cloudy weather they 
‘When a bird is given it for food, it takes it in its claws, and, wake up from their diurnal slumbers a considerable time before 

with its beak, it invariably pulls out the wing and tail feathers first, dark. In the day they are always drowsy, or, as if dozing, 
then eats the head, then devours the intestines ; then, if not satisfied, closing, or scarcely half opening their heavy eyes, presenting the 
jt eats the remainder of the bird, feathers and all. That this Owl very picture of sloth and nightly dissipation. When perceived by 
sees tolerably well in the daytime I have proved to my satis- the smaller birds, they are at once recognized as their insidious 
faction. I caught a mouse and put it alive into an open box about enemies; and the rareness of their appearance before the usual 
two feet square; this I placed upon a bench near Scops, who was roosting-time of other birds, augments the suspicion they entertain 
attentively watching my movements. The moment it saw the mouse, of their feline hunters. . . . Their notes are most frequent in 
the owl opened its eyes wide, bent forward, moved its head from the latter end of summer and autumn, crying in a sort of wailing 
side to side, then came down with an unerring aim, burying its quiver, not very unlike the whining of a puppy dog, ho, ho, ho, 
talons deep in the head and back of the mouse. Looking up into ho, ho, ho, proceeding from high and clear to a low guttural 
my face, and uttering its rattling noise, as if inquiring, ‘ Is n’t that shake or trill. These notes, at little intervals, are answered by 
well done?’ it flew up to its perch, with its struggling prey grasped some companion, and appear to be chiefly a call of recognition 
firmly in its talons, when it killed the mouse, by biting it in the | from young of the same brood, or pairs who wish to discover each 
head and back. During the whole act it displayed considerable other after having been separated while dozing in the day. On 
energy and excitement. In sleeping, it usually stands on one foot, moonlight evenings this slender wailing is kept up nearly until 
both eyes shut; but sometimes stretches out at full length, resting midnight.” This species is from eight to ten inches long. 
on its breast. When sound asleep, it awakes instantly on its name 

: being pronounced, and will answer as quickly as when awake. I 3 
have heard it utter its peculiar quavering note on one or two oc- Red-shouldered Hawk or Buzzard. (Bzteo lineatus.) 
casions, which, notwithstanding its reputed mournfulness, has Fig. 3. 
much that sounds pleasant to my ear. When out at night among 
the trees, Scops acts in much the same manner as when in the This handsome species is represented in its adult plumage. 
house—hopping from limb to limb, lcoking about with a quick, Prof. Verrill, in comparing Maine and Florida species, finds that 
graceful motion of the head, sometimes turning the head around those of southern birth are considerably smaller than the average. 
so that the face comes directly behind. The alarm note is a kind It is very abundant in the Atlantic States. 
of a low moan; this was often uttered at the sight of a gray squir- According to Nuttall, «‘In the Southern States, during winter, 
rel, and always at the sight of its old enemy, the dog. they are very common in swampy situations, where their quailing 

‘‘ While flying, Scops moves through the air with a quick, steady cry of mutual recognition may be heard from the depths of the 
: motion, alighting on any object without missing a foothold. I dark forest almost every morning of the season. This plaintive 

never heard it utter a note when thus moving. When perching, echoing note resembles somewhat the garrulous complaint of the 
it does not grasp with its claws, but holds them at some distance Jay, kee-o0, kee-oo, kee-oo, continued with but little intermission 
from the wood, clasping with the soles of the toes. When it has sometimes for near twenty minutes; at length it becomes loud and 
eaten enough of a bird, it hides the remaining portions in any con- impatient, but on being distantly answered by the mate, the sound 
venient place near by. If its hiding-place is then approached, the softens and becomes plaintive, like kee-oo. This morning call is 
ow! from its perch watches the intruder jealously, and when its uttered most loudly and incessantly by the male, inquiring for his



126 BLACK ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK—ROSEATE SPOONBILL—NIGHT HERON. 

adventurous mate, whom the uncertain result of the chase has habits. This has jong been noticed. Sir John Richardson says 

perhaps separated from him for the night. As this species is no ‘In the softness and fullness of its plumage, its feathered legs and 

ways shy and very easily approached, I have had the opportunity habits, this bird bears some resemblance to the Owls. It flies 

of studying it closely. At length, but in no haste, I observed the slowly, sits for a long time on the bough of a tree, watching for 

female approach and take her station on the same lofty, decayed mice, frogs, etc., and is often seen sailing over swampy pieces of 
limb with her companion, who, grateful for this attention, plumed ground, and hunting for its prey by the subdued daylight, which 
the feathers of his mate with all the assiduous fondness of a Dove. illuminates even the midnight hours in the high parallels of lati- 
Intent upon her meal, however, she soon flew off to a distance, tude.’ Wilson observes that it habitually courses over the mead- 

while the male still remained on his perch, dressing up his beau- ows long after the sun has set, and Audubon calls it the most noc- 

tiful feathers, for near half an hour, often shaking his tail, like turnal of our species. Z 
some of the lesser birds, and occasionally taking an indifferent “‘The nest, which I have never seen, is said to be ordinarily 
survey of the hosts of small chirping birds which surround him, built of sticks, etc., in a high tree; sometimes, however, on cliffs, 

who followed without alarm the occupation of gleaning seeds and as noted by Dr. Brewer. The eggs, three or four in number, and 

berries for subsistence. I have occasionally observed them measuring about 2} by 1? inches, run through the usual variations, 

perched on low bushes and stakes in the rice-fields, remaining from dull whitish, scarcely or not at all marked, to drab or creamy, 

thus for half an hour at a time, and then darting after their prey largely blotched with different shades of brown, sometimes mixed 

as it comes in sight. I saw one descend upon a Plover, as I with purplish-slate markings.” 
thought, and Wilson remarks their living on these birds, Larks, 
and Sandpipers. The same pair that I watched, also hung on the 
rear of a flock of Cow-buntings which were feeding and scratch- EE) Sa 
ing around them.” The length of this species is about twenty-two 
inches, the wing fourteen, and the tail nine inches. PLATE LXXXII. 

Roseate Spoonbill. (Platalea ajaja.) 
Black Rough-legged Hawk, American Rough-legged Hawk, or Rough- ig 

legged Buzzard. (Archibuteo lagopus, var. Sancti Fohannis.) 

Hie The habitat of this bird is confined to the South Atlantic and 
Gulf States. His northern limit is North Carolina, where he is 

This bird is usually to be met with in Middle Atlantic and New of extremely rare occurrence. He is a constant resident of the 
England States. It is also found in the West. In early summer southern extremities of the peninsula of Florida, and is extremely 
it migrates to the fur countries, remaining there until October. abundant along the northern shores of the Gulf of Mexico, and 
According to Coues: particularly of Galveston Bay. His favorite haunts are the marshy : 

‘‘Its migrations appear to be quite regular and extensive—more and muddy borders of ocean bays, the mouths of rivers, and bush- 
so, perhaps, than is generally supposed—though probably it does covered islands, where, in the midst of an abundance of food, he 
not differ from most Hawks in this respect. Birds of this family is enabled to breed in perfect security. The Indian river, Florida, 
must follow their prey, wherever this leads them, and only a few is another favorite breeding place, and here, in a single day, one 
of the more powerful species, able to prey upon hares and Ptarmi- person has been known to kill sixty of these birds. The flesh is 
gan, pass the winter in our highest latitudes. The Rough-legged tough and oily, but the feathers are very beautiful, and are made 
is a rather northerly species, rarely, if ever, breeding within the into fans. So great is the demand for these feathers, that, at St. 
limits of the United States, and becoming rarer toward its southern Augustine, birds bring from one to two dollars each. The Ro- 
terminus. On the Atlantic coast I have no authentic evidence of seate is a very shy bird, and one extremely difficult to kill. He is 
its appearance south of the United States, the maritime portions somewhat gregarious, associating with the Herons, and when i 
of which may be regarded as its winter headquarters. It is repre- feeding, one of the number always acts the part of police. He 
sented as being particularly numerous in the low land along the flies with his neck stretched forward to its full length, legs and feet 
Delaware and Schuylkill rivers. It winters thence northward into extended behind, and is possessed of much grace when on the 
Maine at least, where Prof. Verrill and others have found it com- wing. When he alights, his wings expand, and, passing at least 
mon at that season. It also endures the rigor of the year in parts twice over the spot, comes gently to the ground. He is essentially 
of the Missouri region, though probably not the northernmost. nocturnal, though, when the tides are low, he is frequently seen 
Allen found it wintering in Wyoming. I took a single specimen feeding by day. Few birds keep better watch of these ebbs and 
at Fort Whipple, in Arizona, in the winter of 1865, and Dr. Ken- flows, and when the tides are favorable, he may be seen standing 

neley observed the species at Zuni, in New Mexico, in November. knee-deep in water, with his whole head and neck immersed in 
This brings its range almost to the Mexican border. The contin- the soft mud, searching for the small shell-fish, which are his 
uous mountain chains probably account for its range in this longi- favorite food. His nest is usually made on the top of the man- 
tude beyond that it completes on the Atlantic. Dr. Cooper thinks grove, is flat, and is formed of sticks of considerable size, and is 
it only a winter visitor in California, where he did not observe it exceedingly coarse in construction. In this platform-like nest 
beyond Santa Clara Valley, but surmises it may breed in the three eggs are usually laid, the last not later than the middle of 
mountains of the State, as he saw it on the Columbia in July. February. These eggs are pure white, the shells slightly granu- 

‘* Notwithstanding their size and apparent muscularity, Hawks lated, are equally rounded at both ends, and measure 2.62 by 1.87 
of this genus have none of the dash and spirit of the Falcons, and inches. By the first of April the young are hatched, but it is not 
indeed seem inferior to the Buteos in this respect. Their quarry, until the third year that they attain full plumage, and for several 
though diversified, is always humble; they prey upon various field seasons after they continue to increase in size. 
mice and other very small quadrupeds, lizards, and frogs, and 

even insects, rarely attacking birds of any kind, and then only the 

most defenseless. Open fields, especially in the vicinity of water, Qua-bird or Skuak—Night Heron. (Wyctiardea gardeni.) 
are their favorite resorts. They appear heavy and indisposed to noe 
active exertion, flying slowly and heavily, and often remaining 
long motionless on their perch. They show some analogy to the The Sqawk or Night Heron is a common resident of the United 
Owls in points of structure, as well as in their partially nocturnal States and British Provinces. He breeds abundantly in New
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LOUISIANA EGRET—YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON—BRANT GOOSE. 127 ee ee eee 
England, and winters in the South. He is found in Mexico, the Waters.” We quote from the latter’s somewhat florid diction: Central and South America, and the West Indies. He seldom **Watch its motions,” he says, ‘‘ as it leisurely walks over the pure advances very far inland from the marshy coasts where he breeds. sand beaches of the coast of Florida, arrayed in the full beauty : These breeding places are usually occupied for many years, and of its spring plumage. Its pendent crest exhibits its glossy tints, are only abandoned under the most relentless persecutions. They its train falls gracefully over a well-defined tail, and the tempered are located in low, wet, and, as far as man is concerned, almost hues of its back and wings contrast with those of its lower parts. inaccessible swamps, surrounded by stagnant waters. The nest Its measured steps are so light that they leave no impression on is built sometimes near the ground, sometimes in the top of some the sand, and with its keen eye it views every object around with 
tall evergreen, a hundred feet in the air. It is large, flatish, the most perfect accuracy. See, it has spied a small fly lurking formed of sticks carelessly laid together, and so loosely arranged on a blade of grass; it silently runs a few steps, and with the as to frequently need repair. This nest is built out on the branches sharp point of its bill it has already secured its prey. The min- or against the trunk of the tree, as is most convenient; and hun- now just escaped from the pursuit of some larger fish, has almost dreds of them will be found in a single heronry, frequently three rushed upon the beach for safety ; but the quick eye of the Heron or four on a single tree. The eggs vary in number, running all has observed its motion, and in an instant it is swallowed alive.” 
the way from three to seven. They are thin-shelled, and in color 
are plain light seagreen. The young are soft and downy, and at 
first are very helpless, but they soon gain in strength, and climb Yellow-crowned Night Heron. (Myctherodius violaceus.) to the upper branches, where, hanging by their bill and claws, ; they are fed by the parent bird. Two broods are raised every ee season, and the first brood is frequently seen gathered around the The range of this Heron is confined to the South Atlantic and : nest in which their younger brothers and sisters rest, waiting with Gulf States, and to South America. He breeds in bayous and them to be fed. They are omnivorous eaters, and must tax the low thickets. He is alike diurnal and nocturnal in his habits, and industry of their parents to the utmost. There are few things in subsists on aquatic and terrestial animals, eating young birds, nature more repelling than one of these heronries. The treach- snakes, small quadrupeds, leeches, lizards, crabs, snails, and fish. erous, water-sogged surface of the swamp will be white with the His nest is determined by the abundance of food, and is placed excrements of the birds, the air hot, close, and insufferable with high or low as circumstances may require, sometimes in the very 
its penetrating odor, and fine particles of these excrements floating top of the loftiest cypress, and again in low bushes. This nest is 
in the air will cause the perspiring body of the intruder to smart very like that of other Herons, being formed of dry sticks very 
wherever they touch. Decaying fish are everywhere, slowly rot- loosely put together, mixed with a few weeds, and sometimes ting, and intensifying the intolerable stench; while, at the ap- scantily lined with fibrous grasses. The eggs are rarely more proach of the intruder, the air is filled with a clamor like the than three, very fragile, pale blue, inclining to green in color, and breaking out of Pandemonium. The flight of the Night Heron is measuring about 2.00 by 1.25 inches. The young leave the nest 
slow, steady, and greatly protracted. With head and shoulders before they are able to fly. The difference in latitude determines drawn in, with the legs and tail stretched out behind, they propel the time at which the young are hatched ; the further north the later 
themselves by regular and measured flapping of the wings. They the period of incubation. The beautiful slender plumes on the 
migrate at night, when their passage is indicated by the hoarse head and back usually fall off after the period of courtship, when 
croakings, which resemble q-u-a-w-k. His food consists of fish, the female commences her task of warming her eggs to life. The 
shrimps, tadpoles, frogs, leeches, and mice; and when he has young birds, when just ready to fly, are much prized for food, the dined to his heart’s content, he will retire to some high tree, and older ones being tough and unsavory. The flight of this bird is 
there, resting upon one leg, will doze motionless for hours. Before rather slow and not nearly so long protracted as that of the Night 
he attains his perfect state, he undergoes three annual plumages. Heron. When surprised, he rises almost perpendicularly for thirty 
According to Dr. Abbott, they winter near Trenton, N. J-> in or forty yards, and then sails slowly away. When on the ground small numbers. . He arrives in his northern breeding grounds he lacks the delicacy and grace of many of his compeers, picking early in April, and remains until very late in the autumn. up his food after the manner of the barn-yard fowl. His migratory 

movements are usually performed at night, and his sight at such 
oe = times is remarkably keen. When wounded, he defends himself Louisiana Egret—Louisiana Heron. (Ardea leucogastra, var. leuco- vigorously, inflicting severe wounds with his bill and claws. prymna.) = 

Fig. 3. 

ee eee ee 
This beautiful Heron is confined mostly to the Southern Atlantic 

and Gulf States. He is a constant resident of the southern penin- 
sula of Florida, and is found along the whole Gulf of Mexico, PEATE EXxXXill. 
extending up the Mississippi as far as Natchez. He is a sociable 
bird, and is found in company with the White Egret and the Blue Brant Goose—Black Brant—Brant or Brent. (Berzicla brenta.) 
Heron. His nest is built close to the sea shore, on low bushes, Fig. 1. 
and in close proximity to those of his kind. It is formed of small 
dry sticks, laid across each other in various ways, is nearly flat, The Brant is found all along the Atlantic coast of North America 
and has but little lining. The eggs are usually but three in num- and Europe. He breeds in the Arctic regions, and spends his 
ber, very thin-shelled, nearly elliptical, smooth, of a beautiful pale winters in the south. His southern migrations extend throughout 
blue color inclining to green, and measure 1.56 by 1.25 inches. the fall months even into December, and his return is made during 
Incubation continues but three weeks, and but one brood is raised the month of April. These migrations are made in great numbers, 
during the season. The young do not obtain their full plumage collected together in one body, and at a great height in the air. 
until the second year, while they increase in size for some time They are invariably over the waters of the ocean, sometimes far 
afier. The flesh of the young is fairly prized for eating ; his own seaward, and long detours are frequently made to avoid some pro- 
food consisting of worms, slugs, snails, tadpoles, aquatic lizards, jecting point of land. The Brant spends his nights at sea, cradled 
and insects. The Louisiana Heron is very graceful in all his by the billows, and at early dawn repairs to muddy flats, sand- 
movements, and extorted from Audubon the name of “ Lady of banks and low bars where he feeds. His food consists entirely of



123 RUDDY DUCK—BLACK GUILLEMOT—RED-THROATED DIVER—SCOTER DUCK. 
ee 

marine plants, particularly of the Zostera marina, or eel grass, are highly prized as an article of food. Before the young are able 
of which he is very fond. He prefers to take his stand away from to fly, they are led to the water by their parents, where they swim 
marshy ground, where, if undisturbed, he will continue busily to and dive with great ease. The Guillemont’s favorite breeding 
feed until the rising tide takes him on its bosom and floats him off place is about the different entrances to the Bay of Fundy and on 
to sea. He is very local in his attachments, returning from year the rocky shores of the island of Grand Manan. Here, wherever 
to year to the same feeding grounds. He does not associate much a fissure in the rock may be seen, one of these birds, during the 
with other waders, though sometimes seen feeding in their vicinity. period of incubation, is pretty sure to be found. His flight is very 
His flesh is highly esteemed, and by some is considered nearly as rapid and long continued, and as he propels himself through the 
good as that of the Canvas-back. He is a shy bird and not easily air, the black of his lower part and the white of his wings alter- 
approached, and is said to dive only when he is wounded. His nately appear. On shore he walks with more than ordinary ease, 
flight resembles that of other geese, being slow and sedate. When and steps from rock to rock with the aid of his wings. His food 
the weather is boisterous he finds shelter in estuaries and rivers. consists of shrimps and other marine animals. In Hastings’ Polar 
Dr. Coues says that when ascending the Mississippi, he observed World, we are informed that St. George, of the Pribiloro Island, 
vast numbers in flocks on the banks and mud bars of that river, off Russian America, is inhabited in common by Sea Lions and 
and he reports him as rare or casual on the Pacific coast. His Black Guillemonts, the latter having taken possession of the places 
nest is very coarsely constructed, and the eggs are pure white. unoccupied by the former, where they fly fearlessly among them, 
The female, though smaller than the male, resembles him. In or nestle in the crevices of the water-worn rock-walls, or between 
flight, they make a trumpet-like noise, which, heard at a distance, the large boulders which form a bank along the strand. 
is said to resemble that of a pack of harriers or fox-hounds in full 
cry. 

Red-throated Diver. (Colymbus septentrionalés.) 
Ruddy Duck. (Zrismatura rubida.) Fig. 4 

ee The range of this Diver extends from the Arctic seas to Mary- 
This Duck inhabits the whole of North America, and is abund- land, and he is also found on the Pacific coast. He breeds in 

ant throughout the interior. He is equally fond of salt, brackish, May and June, choosing for his nest some small, sequestered 
or fresh water, and is found on the sea-coast as well as the lakes island, in the middle of a lake or large pond of fresh water, lying 
and ponds of the interior. In his migrations he follows the sea- near the sea-shore. His nest consists of a few blades of grass 
Coast or the courses of our rivers. His flight is rapid, and accom- loosely put together and without lining. This nest is placed within 
panied with a whirring sound. He rises from the water with con- a few feet of the water, with a well-beaten track leading from it 
siderable difficulty, being obliged to assist himself with his broad to the shore. He never alights upon the land, and before going 
webbed feet, and, as it were, run for some way upon the water. to his nest, swims all around it, carefully reconnoitering, and if 
When once on the wing he sustains himself with much ease, and free from danger, crawls silently out of the water, and then slowly 
makes extended journeys. In the water he moves with much ele- waddles to it. But three eggs are laid, deep olive brown in color, 
gance and ease. He is extremely expert at diving, by which marked irregularly with spots of dull dark brown, and measuring 
means he obtains his food, which consists of the roots and blades 3 by 1.75 inches. The male assists the female in incubating, and 
of grasses, the growth of fresh-water ponds, while on the sea-coast both are extremely solicitous for their young. The latter take to 
he devours crabs, fiddlers, and kindred marine animals. His own the water the day succeeding their escape from the egg, and are 
flesh, when he is fat and young, is highly esteemed. His note is even then very expert swimmers and divers. The male is much 
low and closely resembles that of the female Mallard. When larger than the female, weighing on an average fully a pound 
wounded he immediately dives, and if taken alive is very pugna- more. The Red-throated lives almost entirely at sea, resorting 
cious. He is not a shy bird, and will allow a very near approach. only to fresh water for the purpose of breeding. He is at all times 
He is also a very sociable bird and frequents the company of Teals, an exceedingly shy bird, and very difficult to shoot. At the ap- 
Scaups, Shovellers, and Mallards. His breeding habits are not proach of the huntsman he increases his vigilance, and long before 
yet fully understood. Dr. Coues found him breeding abundantly the former arrives within gunshot he either dives or flies away. 
on the line of the 4oth parallel, between Dakota and the British His notes are harsh and rather loud, and resemble the syllables 
Provinces, as late as July. Mr. Ruthven Deane found two in the cac, cac, carah, carah, repeated in rapid succession. He does 
Boston market, on the roth of September, with wings not suffi- not acquire his full beauty of plumage until the fourth year. 
ciently fledged to fly. These were shot at Cape Cod. They mi- While in fresh water he feeds on small fish, shrimps, leeches, 
grate southward, in large flocks, through Massachusetts during snails, and aquatic insects. His flesh is tough, oily, and dark 
the months of October and November. colored, and very unpalatable. 

“ck Guillemont—-Sea Pigeon. (Uria grylle.) American Black Scoter, or Scoter Duck. (Oidema americana.) 

Fig. 3. Fig. 5. 

The Black Guillemontis confined to the northeastern coast of This Duck is an inhabitant of both coasts of North America and 
America and Greenland. In winter he strays as far south as New its larger inland waters. His winter range extends as far north 
Jersey. His nest, according to Audubon, is made of smooth, as the coast of Massachusetts, and from thence south to the mouth 
small pebbles, which he brings from a distance in his mouth for of the Mississippi. A few pairs breed on the coast of Labrador, 
the purpose. These pebbles are shaped into a regular nest, and but the vast majority proceed further north. The nest resembles 
are laid up about three inches high. When, however, the spot that of the Eider Duck, though very much smaller. It is exter- 
selected for a nest is situated so as to preclude all dampness, no nally composed of small sticks, moss, and grasses, and lined with 
attempt is made at nest-building, the eggs being laid on the bare down mixed with feathers. The eggs are usually eight in num- 
rock. These eggs are three in number, are white, and thickly ber, oval, smooth, uniform pale yellow, and measure 2.00 by 1.62 spotted with dark brown, especially around the larger end. They inches. The parents are very solicitous for their young. Audu- 
are disproportionately large, measuring 2.37 by 1.62 inches, and bon found a female with several young ones, but was unsuccessful
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BROWN PELICAN—CARAN-—STILT SANDPIPER—SANDHILL CRANE. 129 

in his attempts at capturing them. On several occasions, when and follow the parents soon after birth. They feed largely on a 

they were fatigued with diving, the mother would receive all the large greenish snail. Their note, when startled, or during the 
young ones on her back, and swimming deeply and very fast, take pairing season, which occurs in April, is a harsh sort of cackle. 
them to the shore, where the little ones effectually hid themselves The flight of the Courlan is slow and heavy and of short duration. 
in the tall grass and low tangled bushes. The Scoter flies low With head and neck extended to its full length, and with long legs 
upon the water, with a swift and well-sustained flight. He dives dangling beneath, he barely skims the tall weeds in which he 
with great facility, while on land his movements are unusually makes his home. In case of danger, he drops instantly into these 

awkward. Gregarious, they congregate in large multitudes, and protecting weeds, where it is difficult to overtake him, even with 
are shot for market, though the flesh is dark and not over savory. the assistance of dogs. When accidentally surprised, he rises ob- 
The food consists of shell-fish, marine plants, and insects. liquely, and at such times is easily shot, but if only wounded, it is 

useless to pursue him. His flesh is prized as an article of diet. 

Stilt Sandpiper. (J@cropalama himantopus.) 

PLATE LXXXIV. Fig. 3. 

Brown Pelican. (Pelicanus fuscus.) The Long-legged Sandpiper inhabits North America generally. 

: As yet he has not been observed west of the Rocky Mountains. 

eos He is very rare in the United States, but is more plentiful in the 

This Pelican is an inhabitant of the coast of California, and on West Indies, Central and South America. In his migrations he is 

the Atlantic side ranges from Texas to North Carolina. He isa occasionally shot in nearly every state in the Union. He breeds 

constant resident of Florida, where he breeds on its numerous sand in very high latitudes, and but very little is known regarding his 
bars and lonely mangrove islands. When once mated he is as- habits in this respect. Two sets of eggs, purporting to belong to 

siduous in his attentions to the female, assists her in building her this Sandpiper, are in the Smithsonian Institute at Washington ; 
nest, and shares with her the toils of incubation. He breaks with but Dr. Coues questions their identification, believing them to be- 

his bill dry branches of the trees, and lays them, one crossing an- long to the Buff-breasted Sandpiper, with which they are absolutely 

other, until a strong platform is constructed. On this platform roots identical. According to Audubon, they feed after the manner of 
and withered plants are placed, in the centre of which a basin is the Curlews, following the retreating waves along the sand, and 

hollowed for the purpose of receiving theeggs. These eggs, which probing it with their bills to the full length. The flight of the Stilt 

are usually three, are rather elliptical in shape, and measure about is rapid and regular. He moves in a compact body with his fel- 

3-12 by 2.12 inches. The shell is thick, pure white, with faint lows, and when about to alight inclines his body, thus alternately 

streaks of a rosy tint and blotches of a very palehue. The young, showing the upper and the lower sides. They feed on SOUT 

at first, are covered with cream-colored down, and are so abund- nute shell-fish, and vegetable substances, and their flesh is very 

antly supplied with food that immense quantities of putrid fish lie sweet and delicate. On foot, they move like the Curlews, and 

scattered around the nest. They rapidly increase in size, and, when suddenly approached will squat upon the ground. 
when the parent birds are away, become the easy prey of Vultures 

and Crows. Notwithstanding Audubon’s prediction that they would 
soon become extinct, they are still found in immense numbers. 

Flocks of several hundred are frequently seen, and they fairly 
break the branches of the mangrove trees with their numbers and PLATE LXXXV. 
weight. They fish regularly with the young flood of the tide, 
diving from a great height; and fish weighing two and one-half Brown or Sandhill Crane. (Grus canadensis.) 
pounds have been taken from their pouches. This pouch measures Fie. 

from six to ten inches, according to the age of the bird. The flight f 

of the Brown Pelican is remarkably well sustained, the bird at The habitat of the Sandhill Crane extends from Florida through 

times mounting to immense heights in the air, and remaining for the Mississippi valley and west to the Pacific coast, reaches the 
ours on the wing. They propel themselves by alternate flappings interior of the fur countries, and touches upon the west coast of 

and sailing, and glide along with great speed and ease. On the Baffin’s Bay. He breeds throughout this entire region. He is 

land they are by no means active, walking heavily, and frequently found nowhere east of the Mississippi, with the exception of Flor- 

reeling as if unable to stand. They sometimes stray very far from ida. In Florida, the female lays her eggs all along from the mid- 

their breeding haunts, as, within the last few years, they have been dle of February until the middle of April. Further north, the 
shot off the coast of Massachusetts. They are not a noisy bird, time of incubation is very much later, on the Yukon river fresh 

only uttering a loud rough grunt when excited. The young are eggs having been taken as late as mid-June. The nests are some- 

two years in arriving at maturity. times mere holes in the sand; at other times they are placed in the 

midst of tall ferns, on high and open grounds. The Sandhill is » 

very shy and suspicious bird, and his favorite breeding places are 

Caran—Crying Bird—Courlan, (Aramus giganteus.) those which command long distances. The eggs are two in num- 

mere ber, light brownish drab in color, with sparse markings, except on 

; the great end, which is covered with large irregular spots of dull 

The Courlan is confined to the West Indies and to Florida. At chocolate-brown. The shell is rough from numerous elevations, 

the latter place he is rarely found outside of the lagoons and bayous resembling warts, and is punctulate all over. The eggs vary in 

of the great morass known as the Everglades. His nest is placed size and shape, ranging from 3.80 by 2.60 to 4.10 by 2.40 inches. 

among the tufts of grass that grow on the borders of these bayous, The young are raised from the nest by Indians for food. They 

and are so fastened to these tufts as to defy the effects of the tide. are easily domesticated, eating refuse scraps about the settlements, 

It is composed of rank weeds matted together, forming a large and consuming great numbers of insects. The markets of San 

mass, in the center of which a depression is made for the purpose Francisco are always supplied with them, where the flesh is very 

of containing the eggs. These eggs rarely exceed five or six, and highly esteemed as an article of diet. Late in September they 

are large for the size of the bird. The young are hatched in May, commence their southward migrations, flying chiefly by night,
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130 GREAT WHITE HERON—ALBATROSS—SKU A—GOLDFINCH. ‘ 
i eS a ie 

when they break the stillness by hoarse and rattling croaks. of two kept in confinement; each one would in a few minutes con- 
When disturbed they rise heavily from the ground, and slowly sume a gallon of fish. They would strike at children; grown fowls 

circling upward attain great altitudes. According to Dr. Coues, and ducks they would tear up and devour. Once a cat, asleep in 

‘«thousands of Sandhill Cranes repair each year to the Colorado the sunshine, was instantly killed by one of these birds. When 
river valley, flock succeeding flock along the course of the great their bills became broken they would grow again. At last they 
stream from their arrival in September until their departure the began to pursue children, when they had to be killed. 

following spring. Taller than the Wood Ibises, or the largest 

Herons with which they are associated, the stately birds stand in 
the foreground of the scenery of the valley, the water now reflect- CES a eas ee 
ing the shadow of their broad wings, then the clear blue sky ex- 
hibiting in outline their commanding forms. Such ponderous PLATE LXXXVI. 
bodies moving with slow-beating wings, give a great idea of mo- 
mentum from mere weight, of force of motion without swiftness ; Yellow-nosed Albatross. (Déomedea chlororhynchos.) 
for they plod along heavily, seeming to need every inch of their 7 
ample wings to sustain themselves. One would think they must Be 

soon alight fatigued with such exertion, but the raucus cries con- We include this bird on the bare possibility of his belonging to 

tinue, and the birds fly on for miles along the tortuous stream, in North America. Audubon received a skin from Dr. Townsend, 
Indian file, under some trusty leader, who croaks his hoarse who procured it in the Pacific Ocean, not far from the mouth of the 
orders, implicitly obeyed. Each bird keeps his place in the ranks; Columbia river. Baird gives his habitat as the Pacific ocean, and 
the advancing column now rises higher over some suspected spot, coast of Oregon. Dr. Coues says ‘‘it is the D. culminata, a 
now falls along an open, sandy reach, swaying meanwhile to the species of Australian and other southern seas, sazd to have been 
right or left. As it passes on, the individual birds are blended in taken ‘ not far from the Columbia river,’ but there is no reason, as 
the hazy distance, till, just before lost to view, the line becomes yet, to believe it ever comes within a thousand miles of this coun- 
like an immense serpent gliding mysteriously through the air. trys” 
When about to alight, fearful lest the shadow of the wood harbor 
unseen dangers, the Cranes pass by the leafy intricacies where the Common Skua. (Stercorarius catarractes.) 
Ibises and other less suspicious birds feed, and choose a spot for the : 
advantage it may offer of uninterrupted vision. By nature one of Me 
the most wary and discreet of birds, his experience has taught the The Common Skua is a rare bird in the United States, and is 
Crane to value this gift and put it to the best use. His vigilance only found on the coast of California. He is found in all parts of 
is rarely relaxed, even when he is feeding where less thoughtful the northern seas, within and near the polar circle. He is very 
birds would feel perfectly secure. After almost every bending of powerful, both in his wing and beak, and during his breeding sea- 
his long neck to the ground, he rises again and at full length glances son does not hesitate to attack the Eagle. It is claimed that it is 
keenly on every side. He may resume his repast, but should so even dangerous for man to go near the nest which contains his 
much as a speck he can not account for appear in view, he stands young; and when country people are compelled to do so, they 
motionless, all attention. Now let the least sound or movement carry long sticks, armed with pikes or spears on the top, on which 
betray an unwelcome visitor, he bends his muscular thighs, spreads the Skua frequently transfixes himself in his furious descent. He 
his ample wings, and springs heavily into the air, croaking dis- attacks other birds indiscriminately, when on the wing, making 

mally in warning to all his kind within the far-reaching sound of them disgorge their food, which he seizes before it reaches the 

his voice. water. There is every reason to believe that he chooses his mate 
for life. The nest is rudely formed ; the eggs are rarely more than 

Great White Heron. (Audubonia occidentalis.) two, varying in different shades of olive, and are marked with a 

few spots. He is not a sociable bird, rarely keeping company with 
Fig. 2. other than his life-long spouse. His voice is sharp and shrill, the 

The Great White Heron is a constant resident of Florida and note resentbling Seta; fon 
Cuba. He selects his mate early in March, but it is fully six weeks < 
later before preparations are made for hatching the young. His = Sage 
nest is seldom more than a few feet above high-water mark, is 

about three feet in diameter, formed of sticks of various dimen- 
sions, is several inches thick, quite flat, and with scarcely any PLATE LXXXVII. 
lining. The eggs are always three; are of a uniform light bluish- 

green in color, and measure about 2.75 by 1.67 inches. Incuba- Arkansas Goldfinch. (Chrysomitris psaltria.) 
tion extends over a period of thirty days, and the male shares in meee 

its labors. He is diurnal in his habits, and never leaves his fishing 

ground until driven off by the tide. In fishing, he stands motion- This Goldfinch inhabits the territory lying between the southern 
less, waiting for his prey to approach, when he strikes it with his Rocky Mountains and the Pacific coast, extending north to Salt 
bill and swallows it alive, unless too large, in which case he beats Lake City. His nest is built in the branches of some small tree, 
it on the water, shaking it violently. He is very shy and wary, usually about ten feet from the ground. It is a very beautiful struc- 
and rarely occupies the same roosting place two nights in succes- ture, symmetrical in form, and very ingeniously fitted to the < 
sion. When roosting, he usually stands upon one foot, with his branches which sustain it. Its base is composed of fine vegetable 
long neck drawn in and placed under his wing. When surprised, cottons, grasses, and strips of bark, densely felted together, and 
he leaves his roost, uttering a rough croaking sound, and flies long lined with the softest vegetable down. The eggs vary from four 
distances out to sea. His flight is firm, regular, and greatly pro- to five in number, rounded oval in shape, sharply pointed at one 
tracted, and is performed by slow and regular beatings of the wing. end, of a uniform greenish-white, unspotted, and measure abyut 
He frequently rises high in the air, sailing in wide circles, and he -60 by .50 of aninch. His song is remarkable for the power and 
never alights without first performing this circling flight, unless sadness of its tone. The ordinary note it is impossible to describe, 
when approaching his feeding ground. Audubon gives an account it resembling a plaintive, mellow whistle ; when he takes to flight,
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GOLDFINCH—W OODPECKER—QUAIL—FLY CATCHER—HUMMING-BIRD. 181 

it is changed into a quick cheer, cheer. This Goldfinch is even ber, ranging from twelve to sixteen; they also vary in size and 

more gregarious than the common American Goldfinch (C-. ¢risé/s), markings. They are sharply pointed at one end and rounded at 

large flocks associating together as early as the beginning of June. the other, the ground color of a creamy white, with markings of 

His habits greatly resemble the C. trist’s. He was first discovered all shades of olive, chestnut, and drab, and measure from 1.30 by 

in Long’s expedition to the Rocky Mountains, in 1823, and isa I.00, to 1.18 by .95 inches. In Wilkes’ expedition, specimens 

rather rare bird. were taken alive in Oregon, and by a route equal to the circumfer- 

ence of the globe, were taken to Washington, where they produced 

: one brood of young. Dr. Newberry tells us that they are suscep- 

Lawrence’s Goldfinch. (Chrysomdtris lawrenct.) tible of domestication, and would be a pretty ornament for parks 

and lawns in the Atlantic states, where they would probably thrive. 

Hi: 21 Male. =} e731 Female: He also says that as a game bird they are inferior to the eastern 

This little bird is very common throughout California, where it Quail, though, perhaps, of equal excellence for the table. It does 
frequents bushy hillsides, eating the buds and seeds of the low not lie as well to the dog, and does not afford as good sport. It 
bushes with great avidity. They are very gregarious, associating also takes a tree more readily. : In 1857 it was introduced aod 

in large flocks. This Goldfinch’s favorite breeding place is in the Washington Territory, where it increased largely. In hunting, 
fork of a bush or stunted oak, and is composed of fine grasses, when flushed from the ground, it invariably flies to the trees, if in 

lined with hair and feathers. It is a very ingenious and beautiful a wooded country, where it squats so closely lengthwise on a branch 
piece of mechanism, about one and a half inches in height, and that it is hardly distinguishable. An attempt has been made to in- 

three inches in diameter. The walls are closely matted together troduce them into Long Island, but they were all exterminated by 
with feathers, vegetable and animal wools, and are soft, warm, and gunners after the first season. 

thick. The eggs run from four to five in number, and vary greatly 

in size, ranging from .80 by .46, to .58 by .45 inches. The eggs 
are either pure white or faintly touched with a delicate green tint. 55 co nena 
His song is very sweet and pleasing, some of his notes resembling 

those of a Canary, though more subdued. He has been seen in 

San Francisco alee . December, and probably winters in the Hee Le 

er ee ees oe atoruine Black Ptilogonys—Black-crested Flycatcher. (Phaenopepla nitens.) 

Fig. x. 

aes © errors — (ites anit anett,) This species is to be met with in the valley of the Colorado and 
Fig. 4. southward. Its powerful and well-modulated song is very pleasant 

E : * to theear. Cooper says: This bird, which is in habits and appear- 
The habitat of this Woodpecker is confined to the Pacific coast ance much more like the Flycatchers than the Waxwings, is yet 

of the United States, extending back to the Rocky Mountains. connected with the latter more closely in structure, and has even 
His plumage grows darker, and with less of white, as he ap- some sweet notes, indicating a greater affinity to the Oscines than 
proaches Western Oregon and Washington Territory. He com- te the. Glamalores: 
mences to excavate his nest about the middle of May, selecting They prefer the vicinity of the trees on which the mistletoe 

Some smallish ee for the purpose. He firsts cuts a hole in the grows, as its berries form much of their food during the whole 

solid wood as circular as if described with a pair of compasses. year, but they also watch for insects from the summit of some low 
From this, the hole iS excavated, running down in an oblique di- tree, occasionally flying after one and pursuing it in a zigzag course, 
rection from six to eight inches. This hole is roomy and capacious, very much like the Sayornis nigricans. They almost constantly 

the walls very smooth and polished. The eggs are from five to six utter a loud cry of alarm or warning, and when pursued are very 

in number, nearly spherical in shape, pure white, and measure wild, requiring much artifice in winter to shoot them. If wounded, 

-96 by .85 inches. He is a very familiar and unsuspicious bird, they conceal themselves so fully in the thick tufts of mistletoe as to 
paying little or no attention to man; he is also a very industrious be found with much difficulty. 

bird, employing all his time in searching the bark of trees, for the When at rest, they have the same habit as the Pewees of jerking 

purpose of ferreting out the insects which hide within their crevices. the tail and erecting their crest. When flying, the white spot on 

His flight is undulating, and he greatly resembles in all his ways the spread wings becomes very conspicuous; and in the deserts 
the Downy Woodpecker of the East. along the Majoor river, every thicket of mesquite was frequented 

by one or more of them, some being constantly on the wing in their 

gyrating flight after insects, giving some appearance of life to those 

California Valley Quail. (Lophortyx californicus.) otherwise desolate regions in winter. 

, Fig. 5, Male. Fig. 6, Female. 

This beautiful species is found in all the valleys of California Mango Humming-bird—Black-throated Humming-bird. (Lampornis 

and Oregon. Its favorite abiding places are the prairies and grain mango.) 

fields of the cultivated districts, and the thickets which border upon figs 
streams, where coveys ranging from twenty to one hundred will 

i frequently be met with, except during the breeding season, when The Mango, we learn from M. Boucier, though one of the most 

: they are only found in pairs. Like his eastern brother, he is very widely-spread members of its family, is only to be met with in hot 

: fond of sitting upon some stump, and in the early morning whist- localities (straggler to Florida), and whenever it occurs in the in- 

; ling out his peculiar call. This call resembles kuck-kuck-kuck- terior of a country, it is invariably in the warmest valleys. In dis- 

‘ ka; the first three notes repeated rapidly, the last prolonged with a position it is wild and quarrelsome, for although it lives in societies, 

= falling inflection. His nest is made in the open field, or at the foot several always being together, it is continually engaged in fighting 

of some small shrub, and is composed of grasses arranged with with its companions and in driving away all other birds that ap- 

more or less care. Sometimes no attempt at nest-making is under- proach the trees in which it is breeding. The adult does not as- 

F Be taken, the eggs being laid on the bare sand. They vary in num- sume its perfect plumage nti! the end of the second year, and in
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the interval passes through so many changes that the variety of feet from the ground. I have since found several more nests near 
appearance it presents has given rise to the various names under Santa Barbara, all of them built near the end of hanging branches 
which these birds have been described. The flight of this species of the sycamore (glatanus), constructed entirely of white down 
is rapid. The Mango frequents gardens as well as forests, and is from the willow or sycamore catkins, agglutinated by the bird’s 
very common in Rio Janeiro in some seasons and equally scarce at saliva, and attached in the same way to the branch on which they 
others. The nest, according to Gould, is a round cup-shaped rested. These were built in April, and early in May I found sev- 
structure, placed near the extremity of a small horizontal branch, eral containing two white eggs, like those laid by all Humming- 
and is composed of any cottony or similar material that may be at birds, oblong in shape, and alike at each end; size, 0.51 by 0.32. 
hand, bound together with cobwebs, and ornamented with numer- Dr. Hurman found their nests as far north as Sacramento, and 
ous small pieces of lichen. The eggs are white, and two in num- south to Guaymas. I have never seen the species in places ex- 4 
ber, half an inch long by three-eighths of an inch in breadth. posed to the cold sea-winds, where others are found. ; It isa less 

‘* Wishing to keep one of these birds alive,” says Gould, «I interesting and conspicuous bird than the larger species found in : 
stationed myself near a blossoming papau tree, one evening, with this state, and probably not often recognized, though its small size 
a gauze ring-net in my hand, with which I darted at one, and is alone sufficient to distinguish it. 
though I missed my aim, the attempt so astonished it that it ap- «‘ During the progress of the Northwestern Boundary Survey, Mr. 
peared to have lost its presence of mind, so to speak, flitting hur- J. K. Lord, of the British commission, was so fortunate as to find ; 
riedly hither and thither for several seconds before it flew away. this species between the Cascade and Rocky Mountains, near lati- 
The next morning I again took my station, and stood quite still, tude 49°, where they arrived toward the end of May, and fre- 
the nest being held up close to an inviting branch of blossoms; the quented the vicinity of lakes, pools, and swamps where the birch 
Humming Birds came near in their course round the tree, sipped tree grows. The sap excluded from the bark of this tree attracted 
the surrounding flowers, eyeing the net hanging in the air for a numbers of insects, on which this Humming-bird chiefly fed. He 
moment near the fatal cluster without touching it, and then, arrow- found the nests in high forks of branches of the birch or alder.” 
like, darting away. At length one, after surveying the net, passed 
again round the tree, and in approaching it the second time and ; 
perceiving the strange object not to have moved, he took courage Mexioan Wren—White-throated Wren. (Catherpes mexicanus.) | and began to suck. I quite trembled with hope; in one instant the 
net was struck, and before I could see anything, the rustling of Fig. 5- 
his wings within the gauze told me that the little beauty was a cap- Until lately, the range of the White-throated Wren has been 
tive. I brought him in a 10 Hie house and caged him, but from the United States border, thence southward. Mr. Aiken re- he was very restless, clinging to the sides and wires, and fluttering ports it found in winter in Colorado, among large masses of rock 
Wolently sbout:~ The text morning, bawng eodceuen 2a0cx on the faces of cliffs. Mr. Allen remarks that ‘*The White- 
oon for a few hours, I found the poor bird eas HOMES dying, throated Wren is one of the most noteworthy birds of those re- Bering beaten himself to death. I never again took this species markable localities near Colorado City, known as ‘Monument 4 

alive. Park,’ and the ‘ Garden of the Gods.’ When alone, I observed it 
in Colorado. Equally with the Rock Wren, it is a lover of cliffs 

Black-headed Goldfinch. (Chrysomstris magellanica.) and bare rocky exposures. Wherever it occurs, at least in the 
Big @ breeding season, its presence is sure to be known by its loud ring- 

ing notes. At the localities above named it seemed to delight in 
Of this species, Audubon says: ‘ While residing at Henderson, the reverberation of its notes from the high sandstone walls that 

on the Ohio, I, one cold morning in December, observed five males give to the Garden of the Gods its peculiar picturesqueness.” Ac- 
of this species on the heads of some sunflowers in my garden, and, cording to Prof. Sumichrast, it is very common on the plateau of 
after watching them for a little time, shot two of them. The rest Mexico, ‘‘ where it probably has its center of propagation,” and 
rose high in the air, and were soon out of sight. Considering the it is also found in the temperate region of the department of Vera 
birds very nearly allied to our common American Goldfinch, I was Cruz. ‘In Orizaba, it nests in the houses; its nest, very skill- 
surprised to find the head black at that season. Their notes re- fully wrought with spiders’ webs, is built in the crevices of old 
semble those of the Pine Finch, Lenaria pinus, but in their man- walls, or in the interstices between the tiles under the roofs of : ner of feeding, as well as in their flight, they precisely resembled houses.” 
the American Goldfinch, Carduelis tristis. All my subsequent Dr. Coues says: ‘* The note of the species is one of the most 
endeavors to meet this species failed.” striking I ever heard; for a bird of its size, it sings with wonderful 

strength and clearness, uttering a peculiar ringing whistle, the odd 4 
intonations of which are exaggerated in the echoes awakened 

Black-chinned Humming-bird. (Zrochilus alexandri.) among the fastnesses of the rocks. It is a very active, sprightly k 
bird, leaping and fluttering among the rocks almost incessantly.” 

Fig. 4. 

This species is very closely allied to the Ruby-throated Hum- 
: ming-bird of Eastern North America, the difference consisting Oregon Towhee. (Pifilo maculatus, var. oregonus.) 

in the color of the chin and the shape of the tail. The tail in the Fig. 6. 
male is nearly even, or slightly rounded, instead of being decidedly : forked. The females of the two species are very similar, and can This species is very similar to the Chewink, Towhee Bunting : scarcely be distinguished. Whilst the Ruby-throated Humming- or Marsh Robin, which will be noticed by a comparison of the bird is confined to the east of the Rocky Mountains, this species is figures of the two species. The Chewink is represented on Plate confined to the west of the sane range. Cooper, in his Ornithology LVI., Fig. 8. «* The note of the Oregon Towhee,” says Coues, 4 of California, says: ‘* I observed none of this species in the Col- ‘cis entirely different, the words ‘towhee’ and ‘chewink’ being : orado Valley, and in coming westward first saw them along the an attempt to imitate the sound, while the cry of the western varie- 3 Morgan river on the third of June. I also found one of their nests ties of maculatus is exactly like the scolding mew of a Catbird.” 3 there, built in a dark willow thicket in a fork of a tree about eight The Oregon Towhee is met with on the Pacific coast. |
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. . less shy; the males, during the daytime, frequently sitting on some 
low limb, rendering the scene joyous with their delightful melody.” 

Rufous-backed or Red-backed Humming Bird. (Selasphorus rufus.) The eggs of this species, in size and shape, are very similar to 
the Scarlet Tanager. 

Fig. 7. 

The Rufous-backed is the only representative of the family that | The Red or Vermilion Fly-catcher. (Pyrocephalus rubineus, var. mexi- 
1s to be met with in the extreme north. The Rocky Mountains to canus.) 
the Pacific, from Mexico to Alaska, is their abiding place. It 
was first discovered by the navigator, Captain Cook. Of its Fig. 9. 
habits, Nuttall says: 

‘« We began to meet with this species near the Blue Mountains The habitat of this species is in the valleys of the Rio Grande 

of the Columbia river, in the autumn, as we proceeded to the and Colorado, and southward. It is a shy bird, and does not allow 
west. We now, for the first time April 16), saw the males in one to approach within shooting distance. Its note is a low chirp. 
numbers, darting, burring, and oe in - usual manner of Its general habits are the same as those of Fly-catchers. 
their tribe; but when engaged in collecting its accustomed sweets, 
in all the energy of life, it seemed like a breathing gem, or magic 

B carbuncle of glowing fire, stretching out its gorgeous ruff, as if to Blue Grosbeak. (Guzraca cerulea.) 
emulate the sun itself in splendor. Toward the close of May, the 
females were sitting, at which time the males were uncommonly Bea 
quarrelsome and vigilant, darting out at me as I approached the i i ‘ . a 
tree, probably near the nest, looking like an angry coal of brilliant This is one of our solitary species, that is mostly met with in the 
fire, passing within very little distance of my face, returning sev- more temperate sections of North America. It occasionally extends 
eral times to the attack, sinking and darting with the utmost ve- its migrations as far as the State of Maine. The song consists of a 
locity, at the same time uttering a curious reverberating, sharp few sweet-toned notes, but the most common note is a loud chuck. 
bleat, somewhat similar to the quivering twang of a dead twig, It is also described ‘as a rapid, pubCa eal like that of the 
yet also so much like the bleat of some small quadruped that for Indigo Bird, though stronger and louder.” It is also claimed that 
some time I searched the ground, instead of the air, for the actor this species zs closely allied to the Indigo Birds ‘* otherwise than 
in the scene. At other times, the males were seen darting up high merely by their coloration and structure.” Paes says: ‘* They 
in the air, and whirling about each other in great anger, and with are timid birds, watchful, silent, and active. Their food consists 
much velocity. After these maneuvers, the aggressor returned of « hemp-seed, millet, and kernels of several kinds of berries.” 

to the same dead twig, where for days he regularly took his station The nest of this species is usually built in a tree or bush. The 
with all the courage and angry vigilance of a King Bird. The eggs are light blue in color. 
angry hissing or bleating note of this species seems something like 
‘wht ’t ’t ‘t ’t shvee,’ tremulously uttered, as it whirls and sweeps : : : 
through the air, like a musket-ball, accompanied also by some- Evening Grosbeak (Hespere/ kona vesfer ina) 
thing like the whirr of the Night Hawk.” Hein 

The nest is usually built on a twig; is composed externally of 

aad PEE: aoe : few feathers, with slender, fibrous roots, in~ This beautiful species is a resident along the Rocky Mountains 
terwoven and lined with fine cottony seed-down. to New Mexico, Sierra Nevada, northward, also on Lake Supe- 

rior, north and west. It was first discovered by Mr. William 
: Cooper, who says of it: 

Louisiana Tanager. (Pyranga ludoviciana.) ‘«In the north, they are not uncommon, but keep so high among 
the cottonwoods and pines that they are rarely obtained. They do 

EigeS not seem to come down near the coast, even at the Columbia river ; 
i 3 : ‘ and, in this state (California), have never been met with in the 

This conspicuously-plumaged Tanager die western] couainiof coast range of mountains. They feed chiefly on the seeds of pines, 
— eens er am mel ya = me — eons spruces, and cottonwood poplars, occasionally seeking other seeds 
ee weer, ee = fey oe estes i te nearer the ground. When feeding, they are very silent and diffi- 

note oweons of he EO renecies: The habite oe pce cra eP ee cult to perceive; but when they fly from one place to another they cies are also very similar to those of its eastern cousin. Dr. utter a loud call-note. In spring, they have a rather short, but 
Cooper mentions the arrival of this species near San Diego on the melodious song, resembling that of the Robin, or Black-headed 
24th of April, and says: ‘* The males come sometimes in advance, Grosbeak.” 

clothed in their full summer livery, and are more bold and con- 

spicuous than the females, which are rarely seen without close 

mene) Arey Frequent tects; feeding om insects gad Berricts | grotto Spotted Towhes. Californti Ground Robin, Oat Bld. (Pace and singing much in the same manner as other species.” ‘‘ The maculatus, var. megalonyx.) ‘ 
favorite habitat of this species,” says Dr. Suckley, ‘‘in those lo- 
calities where I have observed it, is among the tall, red fir-trees Fig. 12. 
belonging to that magnificent species, the Adzes longlassi’. They 
seemingly prefer the edges of the forest, rarely retiring to its This species is one of our several varieties of Spotted Towhees, 
depths, unless for concealment, when alarmed. In early summer, and is known as the western variety. Its habitat is in California, 
at Fort Steilacoom, they are generally seen during the middle of Arizona, and New Mexico. Mr. Cooper says: 
the day, sunning themselves in the firs, occasionally darting from ‘* Their favorite residence is in thickets and oak groves, where 
one of these trees to another, or to some of the neighboring white they live mostly on the ground, scratching among the dead leaves 
oaks (.2. garryana), on the prairies. Later in the season, they in the concealment of the undergrowth, and rarely venturing far 
may be seen very actively flying about in quest of insect food for from shelter. They never fly more than a few yards at a time, and 
their young. Both sexes, during the breeding season, are much only a few feet above the ground. About towns, if unmolested, 

.
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they become more familiar, entering gardens, and making their e 

ae es hey eves ee Jes pe ae Mountain Titmouse. Mountain Chickadee, or White-browed Chickadee. male merely uttering a feeble, monotonous trill, from the top of Cu ee 
some low bush. The nest is made on the ground, under a thicket, 
constructed of dry leaves, stalks, and grass, mixed with fine roots. Fig. 5. 
The eggs, four or five in number, are greenish-white, minutely 
speckled with reddish brown. They measure 1.00 x 0.70. ° This species, with the exception that it has a white line over the 

‘*When alarmed, they have a note something like the ‘ mew’ eyes and across the forehead, is exactly like the common Titmouse, : 
of a cat, from which they are popularly known by the name of Cat or Black-capped Chickadee. It is a common inhabitant of the 
Bird.” Rocky Mountains to the Pacific. Its notes and habits are also 

like the common Chickadee, represented on plate 32, fig. 4, de- 
ae scribed on page 42. 

PLATE LXXXIX. Spotted Sparrow. Titlark Sparrow. (Passerculus savanna var. anthi- 
nus. 

Brown-headed Woodpecker. (Sphyrapicus thyroideus.) : 
Fig. 6. 

Fig. 1. 

This is the California coast variety of our common Savanna : 
A beautiful species that is to be met with in the wooded mountain- Sparrow, represented on plate 49, fig. x, and described on page 

ous regions on the Pacific slope. It is shy and silent, and usually 69. Cooper, in his Ornithology of California, says: 
seen high on the branches of trees. A remarkable feature connected ‘« This plain little bird is peculiarly the Marsh Sparrow of this 
with this bird is the entire absence of the familiar red on the upper coast, as I have found them rarely out of the salt marshes, 
part of the head, so common on all other North American Wood- where they lie so close, and run so stealthily under the weeds, as 
peckers, which is a peculiarity shared only by the Williamson’s to be flushed with some difficulty, rising only to fly a few rods and 
Woodpecker (Sphyropicus williamsonii). drop again into the covert. They are not very gregarious except 

when migrating, and fly up singly.” Its song consists of short 
and pleasant notes. 

Red-breasted Woodpecker. (Sphyropicus ruber.) 

Fig. 2. Ground Wren. Ground Tit. Fasciated Tit. (Chamaa fasciata.) 

This unusually bright and purely-colored species is a common Fig. 7. 
resident of the Pacific coast. 

A note from Mr. Nuttall to Mr. Audubon, communicating in- This little Quaker-like colored Wren, so unlike any other North 
formation respecting the habits of this species, says: American species, is a resident on the coast of California, and 

«* This species, seen in the forests of the Columbia, and the Blue foot-hills of the Sierra Nevada. The female differs from the male 
Mountains of the same country, has most of the habits of the com- in being a little smaller. 
mon Red-headed species. It is, however, much less familiar, and ‘* This interesting link between the Wrens and Titmice,” says keeps generally among the tall fir-trees, in the dead trunks of Cooper, ‘* is common everywhere west of the Sierra Nevada, on 
which it burrows out a hole for a nest, sometimes at a great eleva- dry plains and hillsides covered with chapparal and other shrubby 
tion. On approaching one which was feeding its young, in one undergrowth, but it is not found in the forests. It is one of those 
of these situations, it uttered a loud, reverberating ‘1’rr, 1’rr,’ birds that can live where there is no water, except occasional fogs, 
and seemed angry and solicitous at my approach. The same spe- for six or eight months together. In these dreary ‘barrens,’ its 
cies also inhabits Upper California, as well as the northwest coast loud trill is heard more or less throughout the year, but especially 
up to Nootka. It is found eastward as far as the central chain of on spring mornings, when they answer each other from various 
the Rocky Mountains.” parts of the thickets. They have a variety of other notes resem- 

bling those of the wrens, and correspond with them also in most 
of their habits, hunting their insect prey in the vicinity of the 

White-headed Woodpecker. (Picus albolarcatus:) ground or on low trees, often holding their tails erect, and usually 
so shy that they can only be seen by patient watching, when curi- 

Fig. 3. osity often brings them within a few feet of a person; and, as long 
as he sits quiet, they will fearlessly hop around him as if fascinated.” 

This exceedingly rare and silent Woodpecker is also the most 
plainly colored of any of our North American species. Its resi- 
dence ‘s in the mountains of Oregon, Washington, and southward Plumed Quail. Plumed Partridge. Mountain Quail. (Oreortyx pictus.) 
to California. 

Fig. 8, Male. Fig. 9, Female. 

Painted Fly-catoher. (Setophaga picta.) This fine bird is a common resident in the higher mountain 
ranges of California and Oregon. It is usually met with in coveys 

Fig. 4. of about fifteen. They live on insects, seeds, and berries, and are 
excelient food for the table. Cooper says: 

The figure represents a beautiful Mexican species, occasionally «In habits and flight they have considerable resemblance to our to be met with in Arizona. The head, and around the neck, the other Quails, but their cries are quite different. Their note of breast and the back, is a beautiful lustrous black. The belly, from alarm is a rather faint chirp, scarcely warning the sportsman of the middle of the breast, is a dark crimson red. their presence, before they fly. They scatter in all directions when
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flushed, and then call each other together by a whistle, very much 
like that of a man calling his dog. According to Newberry, the Gray-crowned Finch. (Leucostiote tephrocotis var. australis.) 
hen has a cluck, much like that of the common hen, when calling 
together her young brood about the first of August.” Fig. 5. 

These varieties of the Gray-crowned Finch are figured to give 

the reader and illustration of the difference that exists in their plum- 
age. Their habits and characteristics are about the same as those 

PLATE XC. of the Gray-crowned Finch (Leucostcote tephrocotis), figured on 

plate 71, fig. 7. 
Golden-crowned Sparrow, Yellow-crowned Finch, or Yellow-crowned The species, fig. 4, is of rare occurrence, and that of fig. § is 

e Sparrow. (Zonotrichia coronata.) in doubt—some of our best ornithologists do not consider it a va- 
riety. It is said to be the largest, and to have the largest bill. 

Fig. 1. 

This species, which is closely allied to the White-crowned Spar- California Woodpecker. (Aelanerpes _formicivorus.) 
row (Zonotrichia leucophrys) is to be met with on the Pacific 
coast. Its note is only an occasional chirp. Fig. 6. 

According to Heerman, ‘‘the nest was composed of coarse 
stalks of weeds, and lined internally with fine roots. The eggs, This handsome and well known Pacific species is about the 
four in number, are ashy-white, marked with lines of brown um- same in size as our common Red-headed Woodpecker. 

ber, sometimes appearing black from the depth of their shade, and Cooper, in his Ornithology of California, says: 

covered also with a few neutral tint spots.” ‘©This beautiful bird is one of the commonest in all the lower 
regions of California, frequenting chiefly the oaks, and extending 
up as far as they grow on the mountains. Its brilliant plumage, 

Lazuli Finch. (Cyanospiza ameena.) lively and familiar habits, and loud notes make it a very conspic- 
uous inhabitant of the woods, and it will, if unmolested, become 

Bige 2. quite familiar around dwellings. Their usual resorts are among 

: ; the topmost and decayed branches, where they seek their insect 
This abundant, as well as one of the handsomest, species found food; but they also feed in great part on insects caught among the 

on the Pacific coast, was added te oe North American ornithology leaves, and on the bark, as well as on fruits, being less industrious 

by Thomas Say, who procured it during the course of Long’s ex- in hammering for a subsistence than the Picz. They burrrow out 
pedition. It is often kept in cages, and sold by dealers as the the cavity for a nest in a dead branch, making it, according to 

Eastern Indigo Bird; their mistake is no doubt occasioned by the Herrman, from six inches to two feet deep, and laying four or five 

similarity of habits and song. Then again, by some, it is taken pure white eggs, on the dust and chips at the bottom, like nearly 
as a faded variety of that bird. There is very little, if any, in- all Woodpeckers. 

digo in its colors. Its name, Lazuli—after the celebrated lazuli- “They are fond of playing together around the branches, utter- 

aoe ore of Lely being ee Bie ndurstaon, 13 ae Bees of ing their rattling calls, and often darting off to take a short sail in 
the misapplication. Mr. Townsend says, = the Chinook Indians the air, returning to the same spot. They have a habit, peculiar 

oe this species Tilkonapacoks, and that it/18 poe * common to them, of drilling small holes in the bark of trees, and fitting 
bird on the Columbia, but is always shy and retiring in its habits, acorns tightly into them, each one being carefully adapted, and 

ey a ey a driven tight. The bark is often so full of these holes as to leave 
ing powers of song, which it pours forth from the top branches of scarcely room to crowd in another without destroying the bark en- 

moderate-sized trees. Its nest, which is usually placed in the tirely. These are generally considered as laid up for a winter 

willows along the margins of the seams; is composed of small supply of food; but while, in this climate, no such provision is 

sticks, fine grasses, and Low. Or buffalo hair.” 2 necessary, it is also very improbable that birds of this family would 

Mr. Cooper says: ‘*During the summer there is scarcely = feed on hard nuts, or seeds of any kind. The more probable ex- 
thicket or grove in the more open portions of the state (California) planation is that they are preserved for the sake of the grubs they 

uninhabited by one or more pairs of this beautiful species. The contain so frequently, which, being very small when the acorn 

Ge ety ings bis lively notes from falls, grow until they eat the whole interior, when they are a wel- 
the top of some bush or tree, continuing musical throughout sum- come delicacy for the bird. From this strange habit, the bird has 

mer, and in all weathers.” s ‘ received the name of ‘ Carpintero,’ and this is also adopted by 
The eggs are usually five in number, and are white, tinged a many Americans.” 

little with blue. 

i; 7 Yellow-bellied or Yellow-faced Woodpecker. (Centurus aurifrons.) 
Ganon Towhee. Brown Towhee. (Lifilo fuscus.) 

Fig. 7. 
Fig. 3. 

This species is usually met with in the Rio Grande region of the 

This species is an inhabitant of New Mexico, Arizona, and United States, thence south into Mexico. It is about the size of 
southward, where it is met in company with Abert’s Towhee. The our common Downy Woodpecker (Picus pubescens.) 
habits and characteristics of these species are much alike. 

Least Titmouse. (Psaltriparus minimus.) 
Gray-crowned Purple Finch. Gray-necked or Gray-eared Finch. (Zez- 

costiote tephrocotis var. grisseinucha.) Fig. 8. 

Fig. 4. This little Titmouse is usually observed in the evergreen oaks,
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small trees, in which they are busily engaged, with their chirping original examples are stated to have come from one of the tributa- | 
call, which resembles the words ‘ thshish, tshist, tsii, twee,” and ties of the Upper Missouri, which locality, if not beyond the bird’s 
search for their insect food. They are constant residents of ordinary range, is certainly far from its centre of abundance. In 
the Pacific coast of the United States, east to the Sierra Nevada. the matter of altitude, the present species has not been proven to 

occur so high up as Clarke’s Crow has; but the evidence is only 
negative. It breeds at or near its limit of altitude, descending in 

Bullock’s Oriole. (Zcterus bullockéi.) winter to the lower border of the pine-belt, if not a little beyond. 
“At Fort Whipple, in Arizona, where my observations were 

Fig. 9. made, the bird may be considered a permanent resident. Though 
: ; sae A ; i we did not observe it breeding in the immediate vicinity, we found This beautiful bird is an inhabitant of the wooded portions of the newly-fledged young in the pea higher isa show : . mn ’ 

Rocky Mountains, to ae Pacific, and southward along thestablen ing that it rode there. Like most of its tribe—in fact, like most . 
a ne ee a seo peumigtanons in ee birds largely subsisting on varied animal and vegetable substances oe i: oe an is a near relative of the well known favorite, —it is not strictly migratory, except, perhaps, at its highest point 
‘ . oe ce ce N A 6 of dispersion. A descent of a few thousand feet from mountain- 

se Syeeemerican pone SL (vol. 5» page eo) See tops appears to answer the purpose of the southward journeying 
f a - Uae are wonderful architects, Peanne. pensile nests most migratory species perform, as far as food is concerned, while 
a ae - e, fibrous Seo whoa ICEL, oo ue its hardy nature enables it to endure the rigors of winter in regions 

ae ae ae BE a Bei pee fo euioe - ee frequently snow-bound. It feeds principally upon juniper berries 
gant 2 pcos ao Beco ume cuacl Bwags: ont ol reach and pine seeds; also upon acorns, and probably other small, hard of ordinary enemies; and though they may swing with every fae 

breath of wind, this is but cradle-rocking for the callow YOUnes and ‘« Notwithstanding its essentially corvine form, the habits of this it is a rude blast, indeed, that endangers the safety of their leafy bird, like its colors, are rather those of Jays. It is a garrulous 
gee - r , and vociferous creature, of various and curiously modulated chat- 3 Little time passes after their arrival, before the modestly- tering notes when at ease, and of extremely loud, harsh cries 

attired females rambling silently through the verdure, are singled when in fear or anger. The former are somewhat guttural, but . . . = S 464 > 
ae faa! qtences . ay eee SSE who sings his the latter possess a resonance different both from the hoarse 
pemeceeee s snona.D a yeas powers S26 aginires moet: — screams of Cyanura macrolopha (Long-crested Jay) and the song is an elegant paraphrase of the Baltimore’s, with all its rich- sharp, wiry voice of the Cyanocitte (Jays). Like Jays, it is a 
eee oo a ear ek eee restless, impetuous bird, as it were of an unbalanced, even frivo- 

pees a Ly detect a di Baas oF counsinp lous, mind; its turbulent presence contrasting strongly with the happily settled, the pair may be seen fluttering through the thicket poised and somewhat sedate demeanor of the larger black Corz: 
Tee a oa: search sa zs es and re (Crow). With these last, however, it shares a strong character— 
Members ue) BO peas Je een bepinning fo Weave nel its attitudes when on the ground, to which it habitually descends, future home. It is a great mistake to suppose that birds of the being Crow-like; and its gait, an easy walk or run, differing en- 
ac eEeOES noni i ae ee one ee ie, wed eo tirely from the leaping progression of the true Jays. It shares a 
pen cee prea Mato uence eney cinen shy and watchful disposition with its relatives on both sides of the greatly according to their situation, to the time the birds have be- family ; its flight is most nearly like that of the Picicorvus (Clark’s 

fore the nest must be used for the reception of the eggs, and often, c : Tis heh : Fan . f 
we are tempted to think, according to the taste and skill of the row)«. itis Mighly gegetese ee ee nilere errata re f thi i A \ : ‘abl Immense as the gatherings of Crows frequently are, these birds 

4: Sig Cae oe cae cee? ee SOLA eas seem to associate rather in community of interest than in obedience of selection, as well as of adapting themselves to circumstances; t true social instinct; each individual looks out for himself, and 
i f of which, we have only to examine the three beauti- ee a i : eet ee Ou ape eae pee eee ce i y : rae the company disperses for cause as readily as it assembles. It i ful specimens now lying before us. Each is differently tructed ; Pe ERe : a % a 

Pp ying Ss rently constructed 5 di : Z, : 3 : 2 ifferent with these small Blue-Jay Crows; they flock sometimes and while all three evince wonderful powers of weaving, one of : os k 1 : iheman cular ie aetacich mele Y Gentine ited in surprising numbers, keep as close together as Blackbirds, and 
Heabany wail rioe ao oamee mous, GleD eying the unite move as if by a common impulse. As usual, their dispersion is accomplist ts of i d -making. - ‘ si z in ae oe ee : poe ee marked, if not complete, at the breeding season; but the flocks re- 

ep 1 : P f sl Sau Soe geeeet assemble as soon as the yearlings are well on wing, from which purse, closely woven of slender, pliant substances, like strips of : : ‘ . fib S : time until the following spring hundreds are usually seen together. rous bark, grasses, hair, twine, etc., open at the top, and hung : : : Rene cat : ‘ On one occasion, at least, I witnessed a gathering of probably a y its rim in the fork of a twig, or at the very end of a floating eyes : Th f thi : fi five j b d thousand individuals. 
ah eee ee ee te fo cumbet en «The nest and eggs of this bird apparently remain unknown.” rather elongated in form, being much pointed at the smaller end.” y : 

Blue Crow. Maximilian’s Jay. Cassin’s Jay. (Gymmnokitta cyano- - 
cephala.) 

Fi PLATE XCI. ig. 10. 

The favorite resorts of this species are the barren districts east Glossy, or Bay Ibis. (bis falcinellus, var. ordét.) 
of the Sierra Nevada, among the junipers, the berries of which Mievean 
afford them food. The following interesting account of this spe- 
cies was written by Dr. Coues, and appeared in the ‘ Ibis,” 1872: This species has a general distribution within the warmer sec- 

‘For many years this species was considered a rarity, to be tions of North America. It is mostly to be seen along our lakes 
highly prized, and may still remain among the desiderata of many and rivers and especially along the coast, and specimens have been 
or most European collectors; but of late a great many specimens met with as far north as Massachusetts and Ohio. In summer, 
have been gathered, notably in California, by the late Captain | the Glossy Ibis subsists chiefly upon larva, worms, and insects 
John Feilner, and in Arizona, by myself. Prince Maximilian’s of various kinds, seizing their prey with great dexterity, even when



Pie XG 

BG) § 

X \ ‘ gp” Ns se 
‘ ay SS Bis 

' f so 
Eat ve i : . 

“ee Ni. ‘i Se 

oe : Ne ee : 3 : 

‘ oS ‘AAA A 
‘ fe a ON Rete % eres 

" EF, a er Re \ aie es a 

ee OU ES en: : 

ee ee ; — bs 

Fs i ¢ eee 8 ~ 
1 op MO appt SIS FRE a oye AX af SoS is : 

po T Of Ee . . ae 

kw 4 y a es sips : 
tj 

a o if 

Oo = 
(a a s 

6 { ~ f 

a f [ 

i [RRR Ss EAS Biot BN 

& a a S 

— * a 
ST 

an aaa a ; Bf Some 

se Se Ss, ogee 

an P ene ee ee ee ae 3 ¢ say — : 5B a hee 2S ee 

2 4 one ve . fy



ite waa ER ry SL eee ee LF 

i Pee yan tse Re ae eres GE Nae eae Lasers 

Peete geet et! Ree ere ee Pe Bade POETS Nanak ny SRR Be eee , 

olen ere ern es eu Bante oa os ar ye) Deca eee eae he 

Peseta ae oe i aa er Tele gh oeaheihes Orman aeeree oe NOSES ane 

fee olie st Mea Reged ere os . Bea Fete iin aha ef kre tie Apes Earnie vas SSE 1 era Sa e ea a ee 

ee eee 
Ce Sl ae 

ne Rois 

re nee Sat pen Pair er ae geen} Seer happier Sn A TS 9 pe hie phat: Seite 
en cae oes Sy ee a a 

Bm aie pemimere nse ee Ea ae ese nar ET aaa The Te 
or paca 5 Tigers 

E as Rar Garena ees OTe cee tage ee palit eee Slate ees 

a ee ccna iesere <iineacc i re i Cee eS ete aaa iee 

ioe eee ee 
ce Syhiite oe See ceil ilu hl mares a coud aie estas kha ae ae 

ee ee Re are he Peete he re ray ‘ity Lee SPAT ahah t Sh 20" eR
e Bie ee = 

ere Leanne 
Wee Et ie (ge anna ee SS Re rea Re Pt gaa ral es Pay reheat eee 

fee 8 oe ey eee on! ete le Bray peru eres peta cy Cn Gomes = 

Sa Meare Rae At iia ee ane ti al Scene teyene meee 2 poeta AA Paine 

eee | Ries a= ah ea: ¥! Patan iz cy Sena tote gai ena ea Payee 

Been. spp eo ee 
eee E 25 ag ena eoONaG ee 

gee by Sa a leemeteres ae 
: . : 2 = Pk EE Si eas apr eae aah eta 

Semen oot ovenen vy : ; Ply ei : SE CSR er at ae “Tic a il 

et + ee reat 3 E 
Z M és Pip aa ate a aE area Neste SR eee 

a ame : 2 Hie a 
"Gia le ar est Scena aan aes Bie an 

ee Bey, Pe 4 gaa ; ee Co eta ae ag rol eae 

~ a ee . Suaipeet -t + 
Dalit | ese sent eee ce eae 

Sees ss 3 
eae, j 

od fs oA ee ee aoe Cy ee ert 

aoe Be ol Bae cm ETS aii aan a ea 

ee = 
ey eee 

: : ee ee eae es Senet 

Rempaeyeds. 5! re : eee ; me . Oe ea a 

oe | 7 
: "ape 

. Roel eae Bed ie, epee 

ie ye 4 
a ao i 

. pS ae aktaes hag a ieee aaa 

a ps a Se 

Bit 
ae 

Pee SS Seat ae ees eS 

ee 
oa 

gaan se abe a “BAS Sean Sees 

4 i . : een? i 
peor ; eee hee 

ss 
; eo ee : : 2s a | ci as ei Sn 

pe i 
; 

" e 

oe 4 ae Ramer isan! mile) Soe 

3 
e: aah pith ; Pttieatio 7 ee aa 

ie e 
+ : eee aes , 

Ons 3 eee seteite ee: 

AE 
Mel est Sane spate 

: “po, 5 AE eee 

a 2 i 
% 3 “ : 

F 3, 3.) ee rt Guanes oe, bE 

f E 

2S eee a is ae A aa 

F ; : 
; J" AB I eciaee a a 

an 
j ; ; : Sie as Bae ‘coe 

F ; ne fae atten eciak oes : 
: Beatie Be i 

: mea’ : ; 
a 

Rawr’ 
: ; - 

7 See Gaels 

: . : 
: 7 wie 2 GS eee 

: wate ‘ ei ‘ 2 ae eer ad 

J 

. Lede £5 ieee ane Aiscs em Li Be i 

4 
* - oo . Neral abit see seme ea Sane eee ane ee 

. 
. 

ne; VAS Senin eat i eg a fe sos 

i 
>. 

A se =. Eee 
a bind eS ae 

ae 
nt gage Se eS ee elmer 

: 
Ue eae aaa = te eee bake 

- : 
oe eS | oy rr 

; it ete ae sis = eee c 

= is grpAR Ss cere 

Lac 0) es earine ta led 
pes $ : ae ee tae ; 

Peers Se 

i: 

ae eae Aa se pe 

: 

aa ee a eae are 

ee ee 

} 

tbat Sikes ll eae Sp ea 

d ee ea 
ee ey 

; 

: 

Sa tS a 

‘ 
. 

‘i , oe ieee rae 

ee eae os at Reais asemaee 
ee es ee 

7 ee ee 

" 

; ee rs ees 

* : | Sai aiages et as 

: 

es ete 

; 

AOS ea ae 

. ‘ 
: 

; / Sn eae 

A 
aaa | te 

: 

aoe 
Neale ae Doge 

<i 
; > Sa cid ae na 

: 
a5 

ata 
z ees ~ 

ee ee 
ao 3S aa 

wey 

oy SSG RRS alae 

os we 

$ : ol SL Tem 
nas 

; 
ae eae 

4s ee ee ee 

‘ : 
- we See 

2 i 
Fee Jie Aes epee) gem 

i 
; pics \ 

eee Ty 
ae é sie Aa, Soe 

aS RE a 
3 

eg Teer 

7 é 
ares Me 

th : : LS aie ea 

mike 
; gs ck a 

4 ae Tah baa 2 eS ee pa a 

Geet 
(aoe me é 

j ; a jae eS 

me 

re " q ‘ 
t Ee : Peon Ege ioe aia ia? 

ce 
, 7 

ee eter kis ave 
: ” Stari. aaa saene aa fe oct ea pve 3 ee 

‘ ssgtl ae” : ‘ "ee eeaniie a aaa 1 ene a 

7 
ARSE Ee 

xa , afieies Ee tee 2 sa ule neeciohos Ge ae ai 

ares aise Se rane : ene z SN has 2k i eam 

’ 
P PS Se eeey er ; we a gs i er ae

 Cae: 

; ne 8. pace spo 
ite “Soya pana ete eee aa 

eh : ; ea 
= : RIE Gee 7 2 eatin ea a 

23 
CF ee a . 

i z SSE aaa Rist cee eee 

: aged, Men 
: "Tr Ree ia i A Retag ns 

aa 
eae 

: Pa as 2 ce ia | 8) ae an 

f 
TIS Blac: 

is ai ‘ ed a Si Aen 

fe Ree 
: eas oo Sia 

a 

oH 4 we - ‘ x ieee 2 eee a : 

eee : y 
: = i netate: een aaa + Ae eee P 

beet > cae sens . ES OS sa 

ie 3 
cake ‘Sjauwe gil 

C F ai Gs cee ee 

Be Sqits 
sa Sata aa meee ck : j ree eras Reb Aten ‘ie eee 

Bete ices a tie aaa aoe ta 0 pte sat ioe ST ia aeeie Seed 5; 

oe Pee as i ee er 

ae Diss Sane: ; <a era Sat sags em ety re ae ae “(ig Oa hed Be 

Bes «eer ae is « Vai jaan Tareas = ae Pacem) | rei ies aaa 

eee Sore : i tenet hy aakebeeediceeigr pat) debe |e ty RRM OSS etnies coca 

ae ee ei le? RES ate ee Quo Og Sa eee 

Be Geer ees: fee ene Ge Rte abate Se ee Bea 

eR uss feree ee cS eae PA oles caeee desist aang Oca gota oe aeciae yeh saamniiie 

Bees a eee pica = ae sae Reza EOP eh ya ea Loa eal: Sa ee aa 

ae re Poles ene! MEY ct : Signet Rea’ sence see Saye a Bee rayon pen a evs & 

Bee dee 2) eae ee é ; A dics ciate hay ets ena lel eae Seen ea ROT See raat 

ie See Ne cee en pari ie:, OnRNE  epeuniee eet! jak eae SSN Cas ae 

mee es Pepe Mae rar t 20) | 
Son PRE SR ar E/T ley Sieea ens “Bsaul) oth Sa SLs cael ee De Fas aes 

i : Sa 
i iets See aenpee tects = P © Reale eeroe ASS ae He Seah eee aeleeaeee Rar wa eee Te 

ps Shee ee 
E 

eles i SPU NE Sees fig 5 

eres: Grae Salas eh eee 
; 

Ramet ii ait ea ett cre 

ST Te ees 
: eee 

Ree ates yk TS se ‘ | ll Serie Rial ieee ee eee 

ee te 
eget i oe 

Reena cee cher ae ic Ts ane <P Te eect a oaad Pe i ee ae 5 fovea Rea 

een pipepe ese Na 1 Santa es tie ha ed 3 eae Rinese a eo tAaa Se ie 7 if ae es eee ae 

ee agp Merge ah fc ee | Renee ge ta te aise ea eee eR tere ic 

De se elisa fen ae <i pea oe ee oie sia sed era 

ae pea pete al ke Seeks «ete PR, ee ad Cs ToC reel Ns a cae es ie SS aa. 
tee Oh eRe Pe ee) Oe Borg hi aS acini a <A paper eri.



PL. XCll 

3 

4 
. 

: aa iy 
Peg 

aes per oe 

: 

ee 
om 

ON 

3 OS 

a 

gee ge : 

., 
ge 

Se, 

A 
5 

al 
Re 

i. 
Roe AG 

as ES oe oe 

Pacer 
Wa 

5 see 
3 a ine 5: 

: 

ag, 
“RC 

2 amd “Gee 
Fe oe sta 

- 

a 
Se gy ee, a yy Sot ecu. OF > + 

Co Sh shoe ge 
Sa 

of, 

3 
gg sf be nes Mh Sn > eS a B 

; 
eae <~ Se 3 ee SP to ge i Tat 

OK 

Shue * ee See a. ay — Sees Ss Za gee “o) BR. 

eR 
ay Gh eae Bea se) ER 

aS aoe Se Se 
Se op 

NG) 4 t 

i ak ream en Beads aT SoS 
8 SE ae a CA ERT 6 

me 
ae 

= see on mat es eS —- 
ne ae Bow “Sr SH, 

ae 
ee 

meas 
3 = te eos Sa NRO ot 

ER ek 
- 

5 39, en 
bi 

PRI Os eS Zoe Pe i 
ua PONS 36 SS AAS . 

a 
ae ~~ Lie i peo 

PETES Ses ey. a oe} 

ae 

ee 
emi 

at Sig, TN AGT SS 
; ~ 

e 3 j 
a. exer 

Ree Re 
PUA yee ( 

: 
el, po 

oe 
ee cele SSeSe ee 

a = 
pee eS Ee Gee ee 7 - oe 8 EPA oo ‘ 

8 

een ee 
me = ee WHC LS Sth,eme Aes 

ro es ioe: eee & 3 A 
4 a pe 

yy 

Te We EWR a N 

“Ere Sie fee i ey aN a 

ee 
a 

OG M4 

+ 

6 go 
“4 

‘mg 
i Ce 

: 

9 
ey 

Bee 

we 
Seg ee: 

en, 

— GR ee 3 Sey 

2 Sn 

ia 
SOOM o>! AEs 2 SS eee 

y 
Se. 

fi ae SE ee PINS A ee 

Ses. 

i ff) sae. 
aN Wes Bare 8 ve 

~~ 
ce BY ee 

eG se 

S 
Le Y fase 

ME ge 0a Naa aE pee i> 

Es 
. 3 i tie a Cee, Raa ae EN NaS SS Gen 

ee = ae 
wae ee Ne, a ney aa te RNAS 

Ba 
By os 

PS 
Rd Bef Lae ew Ae Oe 

hte. 2S \ 

ee 
ES Tae GS ae ge Ga oe ee CONS fs SE SHS. a 

So a eS i A A Se A AS a eS Se 

4 

ie 
ee. <*- SSS See 

SS IY, SO roi 
Rs 

Wis 

’ 
Bescr y=... 7 

ea OSs ees ON. ce. 
et ae 

Ph pe 

ee 3 ee 2 ees * Paved 
Bean Sa a a Pn al 

Sa Sas SS 
— 

en ie St ee Se 
fas a 

il 
x Se 

Ss ae 

2 aie os cette ee 
ee Si ES Zig | 

oe a 

emer 
Ra 

ae 
ay : BA 

SEN : Sei Be 
BR oe 

es BBR ce 

ee Syipemannmsncs Ce i 
Sepa Sa 

Se 
ae 

e ieee 
= 

: ae 

Se 
a a eos 

a ae = : Sees yee 

oe ‘ eae ate See 
" oa a 

eee aia 
=o 

Ae aS a Pe fed i Ae 
5 

eer 
tae — ee eae Bis BEG wi 

Rasta” ee 

gee i aes Se Pe a A oe 
SNS 

SESS 

ag Pa! ei ae 
a 

en arate eter oe 
BES 

ae B 6 
:



Bree ead pr en et | a ee ate game sien pee re eerie cre ee ge ee a Pee eo a renter Sey ee ee 20S Sages ae ee ee = ee a om aa eA gee ee eae ASE Sis ee eg aa 
De a a eae ee ee ee eee 2 eee : renee Hera Se a oo aisle peel See ee li i en ae a pe se nec ele ice edger geil at cue yeah ay er aes Of a ee Stet SSL NA is ons eae meaner = a anes = eae es tess Se Sas Pte ah ar ete ae AM = is ais arte ee gr pear ae ees eat a oS deeper cries  t ee 5 PEL SRS 7 by Soe BAe EEC Sie ie ea : Bree RSs =o ie nee. ot aie” : Sep, oe se tach ae ee Ble eae arene Beers ei ; , Si Acnn ante 2 SUC SE ty SG ee em Seth ge Fk) eed niece WO Ss y & F SDS ie ire) Es se Se oo at Pas ss ee epee OS : i eget k=. (ie Nee ae epee at, Wee ma pe = SECT << a ve Ws FERS, Canon ee ee saat eee SRN? or ; ia : Le ga sae ee er BENT SSG SS a Se se ie gat. See G2 eens mie ors - Bie Sel = aeerenrh sy i 4 ; f 2 cee, ap an Rage) err pal : ‘ ene ae 4 Pent Pee et " ga fg ea " _ Ee popes are! eels eles ve Pon) Sy 

£32 Ae te ee FES Se wie i er aces an fe te : 
ae ae a. ‘ eee ee 

eo ink é : eh a 9. 7 Ze ae ay aa pepe oe ere (oe F ie Dae ei d > eee es ee ee Se pectes aeeeee” pene ct See epee = 
aE : » —< aoa 1S SE NER re aa eee og roe a3 . Veit Brey a ° = See a heo iia lp og Sian 5 ie = ee st Boe . Bop a as ee ee eee = a pA; ; fl Ane Se anna a = at. e Pee ate : : j Sf eee i “— ; #1 : = 2 * 1 ES ee eee 5 Fes ; 5 at 4 Yet ites: . Oe ae eee TE eae ‘ 

E : . : : none 5 |) 5) i nee ee Z mee este ey, : sy SAE aeaaaeh tee 5 Ae ee ae e ‘ : j 18 : : : 7) sah a “os ga aes a rs : 

Bs : EEG Se naa ee oes 
a sist 

Bena eT eae abecpiteitaiee, ©; if eter eas 
: . : =e ie . == re ER CRM Geb ae 22) a2ao 

ga eet ee ee : ; ; arcs Se er ae ec : 2S pe ‘ Ac SAS eee en 
‘ i Mat) Mg aes - 2 

: ¥ 4 * ae 3 t ee - ‘i eaters iy. 3 Ps ae ‘ 

: an é t te ee ee Ue OOS oo a 7 TS A ar coe ie ‘ i : ROT LT Pe ame Ss int Soke: 24! fee "ES aera yen 
Te ee ae aan tetes Piste re : : : k peer ria es oP apie ak ; ie 53 +E = eee aa SRG! : see : ae Se a 

: a : 5 = (oa ape aed 
r Pa , L ried eesete ee ey : Z my i * ie aie d Soon : ; ee a § 2 

Z = Soh Seas eae 

= ne eee ; 
Te Lee eae ae 

+ ee 

Sale ee 
; Eo aay fe: 
508 ae * 0) eV vee Seen >) 3 : ‘ GS ta eae ae A 
Meee ee ery Se 5 “ 

; afta te a us 
pvesienisteae n= mea): f 

: re: Come. ee . 4 eS 7) i 90g i ar 
. YS oaay » Bit ae ee sce 

‘ a te. =F ACAL ceed OF ee 
: ate =f 3 T ay Seleaiees cae EBs ‘ 2 py ‘Seat eas. tie a nee 4 eS ee sha a oe =o i 7 tang tee ea 

=o 2B eee» Von ae ; erence sieliomee, | Yul 
2 eee oa i 

: sy ‘ uot pepe : ae Posy or gees |S oer re 2 Sic le a 
: i : i ; ro Vache SY leg . 

; Pepa tes Be 
2 

i ; . if = th 17+; eA eee ee need 
2 , een tite 2 . . : = Sie ee ee f 3 ip ai op ces MoS ee cee oe z Ae CRRRAE eic DO in re eee ie = ee Ae or iat oe 5 teat eae es ed . i. cae SA ia ria Poa ae ae 

: : : : ; SRA ES aia tl Ma oe, oO teere SET U ae : ee : ese toate ay ve SE So on a a Bat gee ri re ote peace a US SRS SIGE op) ta aa : ees a per = PO USP 20 lag ata 
7 a - iat vaen eye 7 , ities <P Deer tetrawi a arg) espe) : 2 Seat peace pee ia Shae gS ieee eae a gee f 9 x sage egestas * i ) po SSS NSE Sit itn opel aoe cnaeenne gee ee > para Rae Bia. i . “aes a te f ; SACO Oe ei alps Salta : [Rape Se ARGENT RS et ag TOSS 5 eater eae “ Suaeeeee Shame nead acne iat ‘ : rv Bae se oe aan IC tte ihe eee aa cate as Pa eT ea ae : OT REE mn, |. |.) ai eee d Pe ae : ; SEE REP PMO co og i ee | ee = a aa See ees 5 ace SR agit Tag staat eco get 2 0) cr BE ga aS i nF Bre alaaaes Seer ANIC) dora a ae ire a i : RGR eee ees ne Ses i ee ea ; 3 Nika esate ice |! goa ee eee pera ee ie 3 Kas SoA rs 0S: ee Pas © Fe ag eee yea oe , 

eis eae eee eee eel iene hg I ss ae see : ogc ty eae Oe: oa le aaa eRe SAS FG et Rae Pee tea Bee gt ARE: aga a co eer 1 ee a : SNE SEEN Sa Ree ak gs 4 ong ie pauses = pte 5 Shc oy eae pe tT ee apis Ho... Dee ae ee fF aati = ee 
: ie SS GTS [at ee ae 

aoe Bae, . : Eg Se eS oe Bask “Reese 
: Sook a EE eee tees a 

aac to PRR esas 4 : i ‘ ia xt Fi pen : SESE, Woe ae ee eee Se ay TS eats a ; S05 Seas tee ees 
el 2 "hy ‘ ieee a ees Pe ty ; Lpieeaee See ett va ae rrahy Sete ee eg es ones iit Ga el .- Bien eierentaras 2. na Pa Pees her doen ee ea cae CSRS So ice tau geee ames I ae i ere eg iad a sagt BOISE aA) PT ag eet ees PUG a Pe a . wis . On Eos ei tae ae evs eee ee 

Aut Cp cue eae 5 eee. : ee eet oe 

eee fo, TS Sr Rete etre : ¥ SS a in ; eee a: : acyl Als Si Say sees aa Beatie sia FS’ ns ; - ' Cseneeincty DIE tae eee, th sis iS ; ; ans. : : ogden Reet Pies ue Been re “ = ra ty ‘alk soa rile aati ates eee ete enero : Wn ESTP LEE SOE Es ig we ear ee ae eee get we NOSES aa prise pe eg RE ee Rte MR Ss ee ES) ‘eon » Yaa,



PROTHONOTARY WARBLER—RAILS—LEADEN TITMOUSE. 137 

upon the wing, at other times fish, small reptiles, and similar fare, : 

for which they wade deep into the water, answers their purpose. 
The nest usually contains about three eggs, of a dull greenish PLATE XCII. 

color. 
Woodhouse’s Jay. (Aphelocoma floridana, var. woodhouset.) 

Prothonotary Warbler. (Prothonotaria citrea.) 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 2. 

; : This Jay is abundant in the Southern Rocky Mountain region. 
This beautiful and uncommon Warbler is an inhabitant of the It is also more generally distributed than other species of Jays 

south Atlantic and Gulf States, and occasionally extends its migra- common to that section. Pine-seeds, acorns, and juniper-berries 

tions north as far as the State of Maine. It is also met with in constitute its food. The eggs, about five in number, are laid early 

Cuba, Costa Rica, Panama, and Merida. Swamps, thickets, and in May. The nest is outwardly composed of twigs and fine roots, 
the swampy forests along the Mississippi and the wilds of Florida and lined with horse-hair. 

are the usual places of resort. The food consists of larve, small Dr. Coues, who often noticed this species in the upper parts of z 
land shells, insects, and catterpillars. The song consists of a few |° Arizona, says: 

feebly-uttered notes. “Its preference is for oak openings, rough, broken hill-sides, 

covered with patches of juniper, manzanita, and yuccas, brushy 

ravines, and wooded creek-bottoms. The ordinary note is a harsh 

Little Black Rail. (Porzana jamaicensis.) scream, indefinitely repeated with varying tone and measure; it is 

quite noticeably different from that of either Maximilian’s or Stel- 

Figs 3. ler’s, having a sharp, wiry quality, lacking in these. It is always 

This very small species is very rarely seen in the United States. ucted hee oe ey alarmed, aid consequent 
Mie wWest Indies, South and Centaly AmcGca are its pl re oftener heard by the naturalist; but there are several other notes. 

, places of res Ses ee : : : ; ae 
idence: If the bird is disporting with his fellows, or leisurely picking 

acorns, he has a variety of odd chuckling or chattering syllables, 

corresponding to the absurd talk of our Blue Jay under the same 

Little Yellow-breasted Rail. (Porzana noveboracensts.) circumstances. Sometimes, again, in the springtime, when snugly 
hidden in the heart of a cedar-bush, with his mate, whom he has 

Fig. 4. coaxed to keep him company, he modulates his harsh voice with 

surprising softness, to express his gallant intention; and if one is 

This pretty little bird is met with mostly along the shores of standing quite near, unobserved, he will hear the blandishments 
fresh and salt-water marshes of Eastern North America. It ex- whispered and cooed almost as softly as a Dove’s. The change, 

tends its migrations north as far as Hudson’s Bay, and winters in when the busy pair find they are discovered, to the ordinary scream, 

the Southern States. Its song consists of a shrieking noise, usually uttered by wooer and wooed together, is startling.” 

uttered in the morning and evening. The food consists of insects 

and seeds. Its eggs, which are placed in the grass, on the ground, 

are of a rich buffy-brown color, marked with reddish chocolate Mountain Warbler. Virginia’s Warbler. (/e/minthophaga virginia.) 
dots and spots. 

Fig. 2. 

Barrow’s Golden-eye. Rocky Mountain Garrot. (Bucephala Very few specimens of this species have been seen, and very 
islandica:) little is known of its habits, which are said to resemble to a marked 

: degree the Nashville Warbler (A. rujicapilla), and the Orange- 
Eig 5: crowned Warbler (4. celata). 

This uncommon Arctic-American species of the Duck family is 
mostly met with in the valleys of the Rocky Mountains. Its mi- ; - ‘ 
grations south, in winter, are extended to the Northern States. The Leaden Titmouse. Lead-colored Titmouse. (Psaliriparus plumbeus.) 

habits of this species are similar to those of the Golden-eyed Duck, Bigs: 

figured on Plate XXXV, and described on page 48, for which the 

Rocky Mountain Garrot is often taken. This little bird is a resident of the Southern Rocky Mountain 
region. It is very closely related to the Least Titmouse, the Pa- 

cific Coast species. Dr. Coues says of this species: 

Stilt, Black-necked Stilt, Longshanks, and Lawyer. (/7imantopus ‘It is a resident of the mountains of Arizona, where it braves 
mip ricallis)) the rigors of winter, without apparent inconvenience, though one 

Fig. 6 is tempted to wonder how such a tiny body, no larger than the end 
of one’s thumb, can retain its animal heat during exposure to cold 

The Stilt is a common bird to many sections of North America, that sometimes destroys large birds, like the Raven. It is a socia- 

mostly along the sea-shore, and on lakes and rivers. It is also ble little creature, generally going in companies of from half a 

met far inland, in places least expected to be inhabited by wading dozen to fifty, actively engaged in their search for minute insects, 

birds. Its food consists mostly of aquatic insects. When on the and continuously calling to each other with their curiously squeaky 

wing, a flock of these birds make a very attractive sight, appear- notes. It scarcely knows fear in the presence of man, and will _ 

ing black, then in a few seconds white, as they show the upper or continue its busy search, though an observer may be standing 

lower parts of the body. It is a very graceful bird, and its move- within a few feet of it. I found it oftenest in the shrubbery of the 

ments, whether on the ground or wading in the water, are made hillsides, and the dense undergrowth which fills the ravines; it 

with a decided and measured step. In the fall, about the time appeared to have little fancy for the higher growths of oak or 

they are preparing to migrate to the warmer sections, their flesh is pine. It is surprising what large insects this little creature will 

iencer and good for the table. sometimes capture; I saw one struggling with a caterpillar nearly
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as long as its own body, and it succeeded, after great exertion, in tion of hearkening to the delicate but monotonous song of this bird, 
disposing of the big mouthful.” as he busily and intently searched every leafy bough and expand- 

' ing bud for larve and insects, in a spreading oak, from whence 

he delivered his solitary note. Sometimes he remained a minute 
Yellow-headed Titmouse. Verdin. (Auriparus flaviceps.) or two stationary, but more generally continued in quest of prey. 

Fig. 4. His song, at short and regular intervals, seemed like t’shee, ’tshay, 
*tshaitshee, varying the feeble sound but very little, and with the 

This species is an inhabitant of the valleys of Texas, Arizona, concluding note somewhat slenderly and plantively raised.” Ac- 
New Mexico, South and Lower California. cording to Townsend, it is abundant in the forests of the Columbia, 

“I found numbers of this beautiful little bird,” says Cooper, where it breeds, and remains until winter; and that the nest is 
‘eat Fort Morgan, during the whole winter, frequenting the formed externally of fibrous, green moss, and is generally placed 
thickets of Algarobia and other shrubs, and having habits rather on the upper branches of the oak, suspended between two small 
intermediate between the Titmia and Warblers, corresponding with twigs. 
their intermediate form. They had something of the same song 
as the Parus, and a loud call, generally uttered as they sat on a Whitney's Owl. (JZicrathene whitneyi.) 
high twig, besides a lisping triple note, like that of tsee-tu-tu. 
The nest is usually built by forming a wall nearly spherical in Fig. 9. 
outline, out of the thorny twigs of the algorabia, then lining it with Rane - : = 
softer twigs, leaves, see of plants, and feathers, Siccee ie out- ‘This singular little Owl is one of the most noteworthy and in- 
side with thorns, until it becomes a mass as large as a man’s head, pores tne of the rey tae additions LOE OuE knowledge of western 
or 9x5.50 inches outside, the cavity 4.50x2.70, with an opening in birds. Until recently, the last-noticed Specs (Pygmy Owl) a8 
one side, just large enough for the bird to enter. The eggs num- properly regarded as the smallest “a its family jin North America ; ber four, and are pale blue, with numerous small brown spots, but it somewhat surpasses Whitney’s in size. The latter is not so 

chiefly near the large end, though some had very few spots and long ee) of our Sparrows, being the least AMONS FOULIEADLO: were much paler; size 0.60x0.44 inch. rial birds, if not the smallest known Owl. It was discovered at 
Fort Majoon, in 1860, by Dr. J. G. Cooper, to whose exertions in 

developing the zoology of the West we are so much indebted. We 
Wollweber’s Titmouse. Bridled Titmouse. (Lophophanes wollwebert.) learn from Dr. Cooper’s account that it is an arboreal, not a terres- 

Fig. 5 trial, species; is partly diurnal, and feeds upon insects. It is 
ee probably a rare bird, to judge from its having remained so long 

The habitat of this species is in the Southern Rocky Mountains undetected. But Mr. A. J. Grayson lately found it on Socorro Is- 
of New Mexico and Arizona, thence South into Mexico. Its habits land, off the coast of Mexico, while several specimens have been 
and characteristics are similar to those of its allies. It is readily taken in Arizona, by Lieutenant C. Bendin and Mr. H. W. Hen- 
distinguished from all others of its genus by the variety of the colors shaw. The former found it breeding in the hollow of a mezquito 
in its plumage. stump. 

Black-throated Finch. Black-throated Sparrow. (Poospiza bilineata.) Lark Bunting. White-winged Blackbird. (Calamospiza bicolor.) 

Fig. 6. Fig. 10. 

This species’ is to be met with in California, Texas, New Mexico The Lark Bunting is an abundant species, mostly met with on 
and Arizona. Cooper says: ‘¢ On the barren, treeless, and water- the prairies, on the western plains to the Rocky Mountains, and less mountains that border the Colorado valley, this was one of the southward to Mexico. A striking circumstance connected with 
few birds enlivening the desolate prospect with their cheerful pres- this bird, is the seasonable change of plumage, which corresponds 
ence. They were nowhere numerous, but generally seen in pairs very nearly to that of the Bobolink. Between the two, there is 
or small parties hopping along the ground under the scanty shrub- quite a similarity in their coloration. 
bery. In winter they descended to the hills near the Colorado, It is stated that this change was first noticed by Mr. Allen, who 
when the males, perched on a low bush, sung short but lively ditties says, after the moulting season, the males assume the plumage of 
toward spring.” the female, the change in color being similar to that of the males 

of Dolichonyx oryzivora. The same writer also says: 
7 ; : : : “The Lark Bunting, though of rather local distribution and American Red Crossbill. Common Crossbill. _Large-bitled Crossbill. limited range, must agen oS as one of the’most: charictemate 

(Loxia curvirostra, var. mexicana.) ms oe : 2 rs : : and interesting birds of the plains. Generally, in the breeding 
Fig. 7. season, a number of pairs are found in the same vicinity ; while 

This species is a Mexican variety of our Common Red Cross- ee es ee pes = a = = oy 7 Woh vecepcatéd ob Plait KNXVUL Gouces © and 8 aad aq: other seasons, it is eminently gregarious, roving about in consider- 2 REPICSe » figures 7 > : : scribed on page 53.* It isa resident in the Sierra Nevada, of Cal- able flocks. In its song and the manner of its delivery, it much 
ifornia, south along the Alpine regions of Mexico to Galea resembles the Yellow-breasted Chat (Zcteria virens), like that bird, 

‘ : rising to a considerable distance in the air, and poising itself bya 
peculiar flapping of the wings during its utterances, then abruptly 

Black-throated Gray Warbler. (Dendrecca nigrescens.) descending to the ground, to soon repeat the maneuver. It is a 
very strong flyer, and seems to delight in the strongest gales, sing- 

Fig. 8. ing more at such times than in comparatively quiet weather. I 

This species is frequently to be met with along the Pacific Coast. Te ee SS os fon ae — an June na “On the twenty-third of May,” Nuttall Baye | haditnerendere: y» and later at Cheyenne, Laramie, and in South Park, and in = the elevated, open table-lands, between South Park and Colorado 
* The striking difference between the two birds is in the Mexican variety having City. They were also frequent along the route from Colorado the larger bill. City to Denver, sometimes considerable flocks being met with. ‘
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They were then moulting, and the parti-colored flocks of young from Asia. ‘*The Wheatear,” says Brehm, ‘both dwells and 
and old were quite unsuspicious, and easily approached. During breeds in the British Islands and Lapland. In Asia, it is met with 

the breeding season, we found them exceedingly shy and difficult in corresponding latitudes. Occasionally it appears in the upper 
to procure, and were unsuccessful in our efforts to discover their provinces of India, and in many parts of Africa.” 

nests.” 2 

Raia Water Ouzel. American Dipper. Dipper. (Cinclus mexicanus.) 

Fig. 6. 

PLATE XCIII. 
This plainly-plumaged and interesting species is to be met with 

California Jay. (Cyanocitta californica.) along the clear mountain streams, from British America to Mexico, 

; and west to the Pacific. ‘‘About sunset,” says Cooper, ‘I heard 

oor the male singing very melodiously, as it sat on one of its favorite 

Cooper says: ‘In California, this Jay is one of the most com- rocks, in the middle of the foaming rapids, making its delightful 

mon and conspicuous birds, frequenting every locality where oaks melody heard for quite a long distance above the sound of the roar- 
grow, even close to the towns; entering gardens, and audaciously ing waters.” And again the same author says: ‘‘ The strange 
pilfering fruit, etc., before the owner’s eyes. They show the usual habits of this bird make it a very remarkable object, and it attracts 

cunning of the tribe, and, if alarmed, become very quiet, conceal- much attention wherever found. It may be said to combine the 

ing themselves in the thick foliage, so as to be found with difficulty. | form of a Sandpiper, the song of a Canary, and the aquatic habits 
They are usually, however, noisy and fearless, their odd cries, of a Duck. Its food consists almost wholly of aquatic insects, and 

grotesque actions, and bright plumage making them rather favor- these it pursues under water, walking and flying with perfect ease 
ite guests, in spite of their petty depredations. They live chiefly beneath a depth of several feet of water. When they dive below, 
on small acorns and insects, but, like other Jays, are decidedly there is a film of air surrounding them, which looks like silver, 

omnivorous. Their cries are less harsh and loud than those of and may assist in supporting respiration. They do not, however, 
Steller’s Jay, and they have also some talent for mimicry, besides swim on the surface, but always dive, and sometimes fly across 
notes to express their various wants and ideas.” streams beneath the surface. They prefer clear, noisy mountain 

They build throughout the western parts of California, con- streams; but I have seen one on the summit of the Sierra Nevada, 

structing a large and strong nest of twigs, roots, grass, etc., in a eating insects along the shore of a calm mountain lake. Their 

low tree or bush, and laying about five eggs, dark green, with flight is rapid and direct, like that of a Sandpiper; and when they 
numerous pale brown blotches and spots, measuring 1.04x1.80 alight, it is always on a rock or log, when they jerk their tails 
inch. much like that bird.” 

Harris’ Woodpecker. (Pécus harrisit.) 
Marbled Guillemot, or Nurselet. (2rachyrhamphus marmoratus.) 

Fig. 2. Fig. 7: 

This species, with the exception that it has fewer white wing- 7" : pgs : 
spots, is like the common Hairy Woodpecker, of Eastern North This pretty, little sea bird is said to be ee oe ao od Pacific, 
America. The habitat of this bird is from the Pacific Coast to the to Califormay ~ According to Dr. btehms © Godlengis aaa 
eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains. The cry of this species is inhabit northern latitudes, at certain seasons appearing in more 

somewhat louder than that of the other small Woodpeckers. Its Pea pet ate climates. Except during oe period of incubation, they 

food consists of insects and their larva—also, fruits and berries. seldom visit the land, but pass their whole time upon the ocean. 
They are excellent swimmers, and dive well, using both feet and 

wings for their propulsion, so that their movements beneath the 

Black-tailed or Black-headed Gnatcatcher. Black-tailed Flycatcher. | water are performed with admirable rapidity and precision. Their 
(Polioptila melanura.) flight is rapid, but hurried, and, owing to the shortness of their 

5 wings, whirring and noisy. So numerous are these birds in the 

Mig. 3- neighborhood of their breeding-places, that (more especially if it 

This species is usually met with in the southwestern portion of the be a rock of pyramidal form) they resemble, at a distance, a great 
United States, in the valley of the Rio Grande and Gila. Very swarm of bees.” 

little is known regarding its habits. Their notes are said to be 
somewhat similar to the song of the Wren, and also like that of Fr 3 
thetsw allow: Cassin’s Guillemot, Aleutian Auk. (Ptychorhamphus aleuticus.) 

Fig. 8. 

Plumbeous Gnatcatcher, Lead-colored Flycatcher. (Polopéila This rare and striking little species is found on the western and 
plumbea.) northwestern coast of America, and was first added to our fauna 

mee by the late Dr. William Gamble. <«‘ The little Auk,” says Brehm, 
a ‘* must certainly be regarded as the gayest and briskest member 

This bird is to be found in the valley of Colorado and Gila. It of its family. When visiting the shore, it steps nimbly along on 
differs from the last-named by being without the black crown. It its toes, vanishes from observation among the stones, or creeps like 

is also larger, and its color is a duller leaden gray. a mouse into crevices in the rocks. When out at sea, it swims and 
dives with wonderful alacrity, remaining under water for even more 

; than a couple of minutes. During the breeding season, the little 
Stone Chat. Fallow Chat, or Wheatear. (Saxzcola cenanthe.) Auks congregate in immense numbers in the vicinity of the islands 

Fig. 6. on which the eggs are to be deposited. Lach pair seeks a suitable 

spot among the stones that have fallen upon the beach, and then 

This Chat is met with on the Atlantic Coast, as a stray bird from lays a single egg of about the same size as that of the Pigeon, and 

, Europe, by way of Greenland, and also on the north Pacific Coast, of a whitish color, slightly tinged with blue.”
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ing the breeding season, from 7,500 to 9,000 feet. It arrives at 

Black Oyster-catcher. Bachman’s Oyster-catcher. (Haematopus Idaho catly in’ May, end you tees poeta = niger.) the close of September, or early part of October. It is a sprightly, 

active little bird, with something Wren-like in its movements and 
BB appearance. It is equally at home among the loose stones and 

This bird, as stated by those who have observed it, is restricted rocks of a hill-side (where it a Shen ae agiy at me 
to the Pacific Coast. Its food consists of mollusks and insects. Rock Wren), end ie — oF branes aad Wess 78 
The habits of this species are similar to the Oyster-catcher (Hema- the valleys, amidst which at loves to hide. It 1 ee — 
topus palliatus), figured on Plate XLII, and described on page 58. Biers to keep at a good — Hom BAY SUS yee pee 

if a cat or dog approaches its nest, makes a great scolding, like 

the Cat-bird, and calls all the neighbors to its assistance; but if a _ 

berae es eae: person walks by, it steals away very quietly, and remains silent 

till the danger is passed. It has a variety of notes, which it is 

fond of uttering; one sounds like the mew of a kitten, but thinner 
Eee SCN. and more wee Its song is very fine, quite different from the 

Baird’s Sparrow. Baird’s Bunting. (Cenxtronyx bairdit.) Towhee’s, and vastly superior to it. It builds its nest in dense 
clumps of brambles, and raises two broods each season, the first 

ee being hatched about the middle of June.” 

For a long time, this was considered a very rare bird. We be- 

lieve it was about thirty years between the time of its first discovery i 
and the observing and taking of it by Dr. Coues in Dakota, and Chestnut-collared Lark Bunting. Chestnut-collared Longspur. Black- 
by Mr. Allen in Colorado. It is now considered an abundant bellied Longspur. (Pvectrophanes ornatus.) 
species in the region of its migrations, which takes in the central Fig. 3. 
plains, north to the British provinces, south to New Mexico and san : J : 
Arizona, east nearly to the Red River of the North, West to the _ This is another of our abundant species, that is to be met with 
Rocky Mountains. in the interior of the British provinces, and the whole of the Mis- 

«The song,” says Coues, ‘‘is peculiar, consisting of two or SOO o a. : 2 : 
three distinct syllables, in a mellow, tinkling tone, running into an “Mr. Allen sends me the following notice, prepared for this 
indefinite trill; it may be suggested by zip-zip-zip-zr-r-r-r. In work (Birds of the Northwest, by Dr. Coues) : ‘The Chestnut- 
their general appearance and habits, these birds are so nearly the collared Bunting was found on the plains about Fort Hays, in 
same as the Savannah Sparrows, that it was two or three days be- considerable abundance. They live in summer in large scattered 
fore I learned to distinguish them at gunshot range. They do not colonies, generally many pause being found at the same Joey: 
go in flocks; yet there is a sort of colonization among them; for while they may not be again met with in a whole day’s travel. 
we may ride a mile or two over the prairie without seeing any, and We found them VELY. shy for so small birds, and were obliged to 
then come upon numerous pairs, breeding together.” The nest, obtain all our’ specimens (some thirty in number) by shooting 
according to Allen, ‘‘is a slight structure of grasses and weed- them on the an erat long Tange: They breed, of course, on the 
bark, circularly disposed, about four inches across outside. It ground, constructing a rather slight but neat nest of dry grass and 
contained five fresh eggs, most nearly resembling those of the the stems of small plants. The eggs appear to be commonly five 
Bay-winged Bunting, but smaller, and decidedly more rounded. in number, blotched and streaked with rusty on a white ground, 
They measure 0.80 by 0.65. The ground is dull white, speckled full sets of which were obtained the first week in June. ‘This 
all over, but very irregularly, with light reddish brown (pale species has the curious habit of circling round the observer, with 
sienna), and have a few larger blotches of the same and a darker buoyant, undulatory flight, generally high in the air, and usually 
shade, owing to heavier laying on the pigment.” keeping all the while well out of range, uttering, meanwhile, its 

: rather sharp but musical call-notes. I met with it, in winter, from 
Fort Hays westward, nearly to the Colorado line, indicating that 

Green-tailed Finch. Blanding’s Finch. (Pifilo chlorurus.) it is resident here the whole year. We failed to meet with it, how- 
ries ever, about Cheyenne, in August, or anywhere to the westward 

of Western Kansas; neither does it appear in Mr. Aiken’s list of 
This is one of our abundant species, that is usually met with in the birds observed by him near Canon City, Colorado, nor in Mr. 

the regions of the Southern Rocky Mountains, accompanied by Holden’s list of the birds seen by him in the vicinity of Sherman.’” 
others of the fringillian birds. 

In a late communication to Dr. Coues, Mr. Allen observes: as 
‘This is one of the most interesting birds met with in the wooded Maccown’s Bunting; or Longspur. (Plectrophanes maccownit.) 
portions of the great central plateau of the continent. In the a 
mountains of Colorado, it ranges from the foot-hills up to the limit Sa : 
of trees, and throughout the mountain valleys is one of the more This species was first discovered by Captain Maccown, in West- 
common species. It affects the moister thickets, near the streams, ern Texas. It is met with in the middle province of the United 
and possesses a peculiar and very pleasing song. In habits or States, thence north to the Black Hills, and east to Kansas, Texas, 
notes, it has but little resemblance to the group of Towhees with and New Mexico. Its habits and notes are very similar to the 
which it is commonly associated by systematic writers, presenting last-named species—Chestnut-collared Lark Bunting. 
in these respects far more resemblance to the group of Sparrows 
so familiarly represented in the Atlantic States by the common 
White-throat, from which it only differs structurally in its relatively Painted Lark Bunting. Painted Longspur. (Plectrophanes pictus.) 
longer tail.” a 

Mr. Trippe’s notes upon the same subject will be read with in- (Bae 
terest: ‘* The Green-tailed Finch is abundant throughout Clear This is one of our uncommon species, and, when met with, is 
Creek county, from its lower valleys up to within 700 or 800 feet usually in company with the Chestnut-collared Lark Bunting. 
of timber-line, breeding throughout; but is most numerous, dur- They are also very similar in their habits and general appearance.
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Black Flycatcher. (Sayornis nigricans.) Townsend’s Finch, or Sparrow. Stlate-Colored Sparrow. Fox Spar- 
row. (Passerella townsendii.) 

Fig. 6. 

Fig. 10. 

This is an abundant species in its resident territory, along rocky 
streams, and in unwooded country, in the southwestern portions of This species is the Pacific Coast variety of the common Fox 
the United States. Sparrow, figure 6, Plate LVI, and described on page 82. Cooper, 

Cooper says: ‘* They often sit for hours on the end of a barn or in his Ornithology of California, says: 
other perch, uttering their monotonous, but not unpleasing, ditty, «« While, with us, they are rather shy and silent birds, frequent- 
which sounds like ‘ pittie, pittit,’ alternately repeated, much like ing the woods and thick bushes, where they are constantly scratch- 
the cry of the eastern Pewee or Pheebi-bird (S. fuscus), which is ing among the dead leaves, gaining a scanty subsistance from seeds 
their exact analogue in habits. They fly only short distances at a and insects.” 

time, turning and dodging quickly in pursuit of their prey, which 

they capture with a sharp snap of the bill.” ——_—_—. 

Say’s Flycatcher. (Sayornts sayus.) PLATES 

Fig. 7. American Lanier, or Prairie Falcon. Lanier Falcon. Prairie Hawk. 
(Falco mexicanus, var. polyagrus.) 

This is another of our abundant Western North American spe- Fig. 1. 
cies. Its habits are similar to the last-named—the Black Fly- 

catcher. ‘« The comparatively late discovery of this bird as an inhabitant 
of the United States is particularly interesting, not only as giving 

s us a hitherto unknown representative of the familiar Lanier group 
Black-headed Grosbeak. (Gontaphea melanocephala.) of Falcons of the Old World, but also as adding another to the 

Fig. 8 numerous instances of close alliance of Western American birds 
to certain Old World forms. 

“This interesting western ally and representative of our Rose- ‘«« This interesting bird is of general distribution in open country 

breasted Song Grosbeak is of common and very general occur- throughout the West, and rather common. It appears to be essen- 
rence in the middle and western provinces of the United States. tially a prairie species, a circumstance probably explaining its oc- 

The easternmost instance is, I believe, that recorded by Mr. Allen, CUIrence a Illinois, where it was noted by Mr. J.D. Sargent and 

who found the bird in Middle Kansas, breeding, in June. He saw Mr. R. Ridgway. Prof. Snow catalogues ae BS ate Wn wanton 
young birds on the rrth, and the eggs of a second brood toward Kansas. Dr. Hayden remarks that it is found at various points 

the end of the month. I have not observed any references beyond along the Missouri and on the Platte, though not abundantly. 
the United States to the northward; in the other direction, the bird Several observers found it in New Mexico and Arizona. On the 

; appears to extend through Mexico, on the table-lands. Many re- Pacific coast, it is known to occur at various points, from Fort 

side in that country; others, obeying the mysterious impulse of Dallas, Oregon, where it was procured by Dr. Suckley, to Monte- 
migration, enter the United States in April, and become exten- rey, whence came one of the types of the species. It BD Dea ea 
sively dispersed, as we have just seen, retreating to their warm be particularly abundant in the open portions of Southern Califor- 

winter quarters in the fall. In the mountains of Arizona, I found BEE where Dr. Cooper told me he often saw it, in Company: with 

it to be an abundant summer resident from the beginning of May the Ferruginous Buzzard, resting on the ground, or flying low over 
until the end of September. It appeared to shun the pine woods, the surface in the neighborhood of the villages of the California 

preferring ravines wooded with deciduous trees and upgrown to ground squirrel (Spermophilus beecheyt), fon swhich animals a “a 

shrubbery, as well as the thick willow-copses that fringe the doubtless eniiie pigtcn be only im el cyeuea i ie ale ie 
mountain streams. Like others of the same beautiful genus, it is this region. While at Drumm Barracks, one of these birds dashed 
a brilliant and enthusiastic vocalist, its song resembling that of the pao returned in an instant, and alighted on the roof of the house, 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and having much similarity to that of the while Dr. Cooper and I were standing on the porch. It had evi- 
Baltimore Oriole. As I have elsewhere remarked, its ordinary dent designs upon the Blackbirds, thousands of which were Scure 

chirp, or call-note, strikingly resembles that of Gambel’s Plumed rying: about. Watching the bird for a few ee and DETeeys 
Quail—so closely, indeed, that I never could tell which of the two | ing it had no intention of leaving at that particular time, I went 
I was about to see, both species often being found together in the into the house for my gun, and loaded for its especial benefit. 
creek bottoms. It feeds at times extensively upon willow-buds, The bird watched the whole proceedings, eyeing me audaciously, 
and similar soft, succulent vegetable matter; also upon seeds and and never stirred from its perch until I made an irresistible appeal. 

berries, in their season, and upon various insects. Mr. Allen has I found it to be a young bird, the iris brown, the feet dull puss 

noted its fondness for peas, causing it to be ungraciously regarded the ane ee the bill bluish black, with the base of the under 
. . nike mandible yellow. 

eee Yee eee ‘¢ This Falcon is inferior to none of our country in strength and 

spirit, unless it be that the Gyrfalcon surpasses it in this respect. 
. It even attacks and overpowers the great hares of the West (Z. 

Bee Sams Searrew \ Uelenize rane) callotis and qhles) actaulle situelly larger and heavier than 
; Fig. 9 itself.” Cones. 

This is the more northern variety of our common Song-Sparrow, rr 
represented on Plate IV, figures 4 and 5, described on page 4. 

Its range extends from Alaska to California. 
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panions, in their deserted burrows. Their call note sounds some- 

7 : ; what similar to the word ‘*cuc-koo,” which is continued through 
Ce ah Bare Owl, (Siete eens ear, Avera) the month of March, and occasionally during the day throughout 

Fig. 2. the year. Its food consists of small birds, mice, and insects, for 

which they seek at night. 
The type of this division of the family of Owls is met with in 

most all the temperate parts of the globe. Our variety is found in 

the United States as far north as Long Island, and southerly from Harris’ Finch or Sparrow. Black-hooded Sparrow. (Zonotrichia quer- 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, but is rarely ever seen in the interior. ula.) i 

According to Cooper, it is abundant throughout the southern 

part of California, especially near the coast, frequenting chiefly Fig. 6. 
old buildings, barns, etc., but often found hid in dark thickets and 5 ‘ 
hollow ne It elosdly ae ihe eee Barn Owl, and : Nuttall first described this species from Species taken by him 
others of almost every part of the world, and its habits seem to in 1840, in the State of Missouri. It is a bird of commanding oD 
resemble closely those of its Old World relative. In the Atlantic pearance, and is met with in the Missouri region. Its habits and 
States, it is said rather to avoid human habitations; but this is song resemble those of the White-throated Sparrow, figured on 
probably on account of the thoughtless persecution too much prac- Plate XXXVI, and described on page 49. 

ticed among our countrymen against all Owls, under the impression 

that they destroy fowls. Careful observations of the habits of the 

European species have shown that they very rarely ever do so, and Oregon Snow-bird. (Hunco oregonus.) 
that, on the contrary, they destroy an incredible number of rats Fig. 7. 

and mice—in fact, more than they and their young can eat, a pair 

of old ones being watched, and seen to arrive at the nest every The range of this species is from the Rocky Mountains to the 

few minutes with a rat or mouse, during the early night. When Pacific coast. In summer this Snow-bird is found inhabiting the 

flying about at dusk, they utter a variety of loud, harsh, and pine woods of the mountains, and in winter it descends to the low- 
rather strange cries, which are sometimes heard throughout the lands, entering towns and gardens in the same manner as its re- 
night. Their nest is merely the natural floor of the cavity in lation figured on Plate XXXVIII., and described on page 53. 
which they live, and their eggs are said by Nuttall to be three to 
five, of a whitish color. 

Pygmy Owl. (Glaucidium passerinum var. Californicum.) 

PLATE XCVI. 
Fig. 3. 

This straightforward and unsuspicious little Owl is found in the Bees Toke Hath Ok ae 
Western Province of North America. It is a common species, but 
is difficult of observation on account of their retiring and unobtru- Fig. 1. 
sive habits. Its food consists of small birds and insects. The nest 
is usually built in knot-holes. Dr. Newberry writes of this species : This ia is ees in ee localities, ao the northern 
“It flies about with great freedom and activity by day, pursuin parts of the United States, from whence it extends its migrations 
small birds, upon which it subsists, apparently ie as far north to the limit of the woods, and to the Arctic ocean. 

by the light as they are.” Dr. Luckley says: ‘*I have obtained — Te nay ae: Canada and i Arctic Sea aie 
two specimens of this Owl at Puget Sound, where it seems to be AS TAVOTADIC | DIONE PlaCe (Ol NB) SCC esate 
moderately abundant. It appears to be diurnal in its habits, glid- count of this bird by Archer, author of ‘* Game of Arctic Lands,” 
ing about in shady situations in pursuit of its prey. I saw a bird appeared in Vol. Ix,, No. 9, of the Chicago Field, from which 
of this kind, about midday, in a shady alder swamp near Nisqually. we take the following extracts : : a 
It flitted noiselessly past me several times, alighting near by, on a *« There are few Grouse in the fauna of North America of which 
small branch, as if to examine the intruder. It seemed quite tame, so little is known by sportsmen and the people at large, as the sub- 
and entirely unsophisticated.” ject of this chapter. It is seldom that the former consider it worth 

their while to spend a few hours in its pursuit alone, for in some 1 

inconceivable manner they have obtained the impression that the 
Ferrugineous Owl. Red-tailed Owl. (Glaucidium ferrugineum.) Wood Grouse is totally wanting in all attributes which constitute 

gameness, and that in table qualifications it is at any time inferior 
Fig. 4. to all other known species. The sooner the public are disabused 

x 3 : a peat of such errors the better. These desirable qualities are not lack- 
We Shae: pou and habits, this species is similar to the Pygmy ing in this species, but, as with other Grouse, depend largely upon 

Owl. It 18 ee throughout the whole of eastern South Amer- the local habits of the birds, and the season at which they are pur- 
es Bee America, and north into the southern borders of sued. In the deep, coniferous forests and dark swamps, seldom 
the United States. “In Mexico it is a very common bird. pressed by the foot of man, it can not be expected that they would 

be otherwise than tame. The researches of scientists and natural- 
B WgeOwh (Shashi ular F ists lead us to believe that the fear of man is an implanted in- 
MGC Ing RWI (2e2ty2e cemice lar is,wats Avpoe@s stinct, and it is only as this destroyer encroaches upon their haunts, 

Fig. 5. and ruthlessly pursues them for his own purposes, that they learn 
to fear him; consequently birds acquire the characteristics which 

This species is to be met with ia the open places in the country constitute gameness as a means of protecting them from their 
between the Pacific coast and the Mississippi river. It is a com- hitherto unknown enemy. So, too, this beautiful bird develops 
mon and familiar species, and may be seen at all timesof the day, in these qualities only as the northern forests are opened up by the 
company with the large ground-squirrel, living with them, as com- pioneer and land-hunter; and, a few years hence, it is highly
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probable that this Grouse will be almost the only game available they may be met in coveys of from twelve to eighteen, and in 
for the amusement and gratification of the sportsman.” abundance, throughout the wooded districts of the fur countries, 

‘«In their movements upon the ground these birds are peculiarly frequenting the open glades or low thickets on the borders of the 
graceful, imitating the walk of the quail, rather than the grouse, lakes, especially where the forests have been partially cleared. 

never, seemingly, exhibiting the peculiar flirt of the tail, so char- During the winter they are usually perched on trees, but in sum- 

acteristic of the ruffled variety (Bonasa umbellus) ; but the step is mer they keep to the ground. In winter these birds hide them- 
a stately one, embodying a great amount of dignity and pride for selves in the snow, passing through the loose drifts with ease. At 

so small a bird, which conveys a very pleasing picture to the eye this season their food consists of buds of the willows, larches, and 
as it moves over the long, elastic moss, so abundant in the muskys aspens, and in summer their food consists principally of berries. 

and swamps which it inhabits.” The nest, which is usually built on the ground, is composed of 

‘«In summer the Wood Grouse feeds upon the various wild fruits, grasses, and lined with feathers, in which the female lays about 

as well as the buds and leaves of numerous plants and shrubs; and twelve eggs. 
even larve and beetles are most eagerly sought. In autumn, when 
they gorge themselves with the berries of the Solomon’s seals 
(polygonatum and smi lacina), the flesh attains a delicate flavor, Western Ruffed Grouse. Oregon Grouse. (Bemasa umbellus, var. 
and becomes in no way inferior for the table to that of other Grouse ; Sabini.) 
but in winter it is darker, that which was before of a rich, reddish ‘ 
brown, assuming a blackish hue, and acquiring a peculiar bitter, ee 

Pay ete @ Haver of ir tops, ax sonic one has it, owing to the This species is the western variety of the well-known Ruffed 
nature of the food consumed. An examination of their crops at Grouse, represented on Plate LXXVIII., and described on page 
this season reveals the fact that they feed mainly on the buds and 120. Dr. Cooper says: ‘It is an inhabitant of the forests, espe- 
leaves of the pine, larch, hackmatack, spruce, and other conifer. cially those of deciduous trees along streams, and about the bor- 

Some epicures, however, enjoy, and even prefer this strong, resin- ders of prairies, but never ventures far from the woods. At times 
ous flavor. : The nest of this species is constructed from leaves and they feed about grain-fields, and early in the morning are fond of 

moss, artistically arranged over a groundwork of twigs, and con- dusting and sunning themselves on roads. From the dense covert 
cealed beneath the dark, overhanging branches of a dwarf spruce they usually inhabit they are not easy to shoot, but often alight 
or fir. The eggs are from ten to eighteen in number, and present in trees, and, if quickly shot at, give time for killing them before 
a dull cream or fawn color, beautifully speckled and spotted with flying. 
brown.” 

Willow Grouse. Willow Ptarmigan. White Ptarmigan. (Lagopus 

albus.) PLATE XCVII. 

Fig. 2. Mexican Trogon. (Zrogon mexicanus.) 

This species is an inhabitant of Arctic America, from New : 

Foundland to Sitka, on the shores of Hudson’s Bay. They may Peek 

3 be seen during the winter season assembled together in large flocks, This beautiful species is an inhabitant of the valley of the Rio 
and, according to Mr. Hutchins, they have been captured by Grande, and, like all members of its family, is possessed of gor- 
the ten thousand in a single season at Severn river. Thickets of geous colors. It is usually met with in woods and forests, espe- 

willows andidwari birehes are Bae foutord them Bree durng, cially preferring such as have a considerable height above the level 

the Severe Oe Nan cage tere oe oumng we of the sea. The beauty of this bird can best be seen when it is 
time consists of the buds of the smaller shrubs. ; wen When pursued floating along in the air. Its song consists of a piping note, and 

by sportsmen or birds of prey, they often terminate their flight by its food consists mostly of fruit and insects. 

hastily diving into the loose snow, making their way beneath its 

surface with considerable celerity. In thick, windy, or snowy 

weather, they were very shy, perching on the taller willows, 3 ; 

when it required a sharp eye to distinguish them from flakes of Mot-Mot. Blue-headed Sawbill. Sawbill. (JZomotus ceruleiceps.) 

snow. Inthe summer season they feed chiefly on the berries of Fig a: 

the Alpine arbutus and other shrubs and plants, which are laid 

bare by the thaw, and which do not disappear until they are re- This species is an inhabitant of Mexico, and is the only repre- 

placed by a newcrop. They incubate about the beginning of sentative that is occasionally met with in the United States. They 

June, at which time the females molt. The males assume their are said to lead a retired life, either alone or in pairs, and far from 

red-colored plumage as soon as the rocks and eminences become the abode of man; their cry, which resembles a note from a flute, 

bare, at which time they are in the habit of standing upon large is most frequently heard in the morning and evening. Insects af- 

stones, calling in a loud and croaking voice to their mates, which, ford their principal means of subsistence, and these they obtain in 

still in their white wintery garb, are hidden in the snows below. a great measure from the surface of the ground. 

These birds are more usually in motion in the milder light of night 
than in the broad glare of day.” 

Costa Hummingbird. (Selasphorus costa.) 

Northern Sharp-tailed Grouse. (Pediecetes phasianellus.) Wiges: 

Fig. 3- This Hummingbird is a resident of the Colorado Valley, South 

: There are two varieties of this species, the Northern and South- aad Lew Caliores. dana ae emg oe = 

ern. The first-named is an inhabitant of the Arctic regions, where Oe 2pu Hutpminulrd wept esetied on Fig ee 
ee scribed on page III. 

*North American Birds, vol. 3, p. 459-
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Morelet’s Finch. Little Seed-eater. (Spermophila morelettii.) Cassins Purple Finch. (Carpodacus cassini.) 

Fig. 4 Fig. 8 

The range of this pretty little bird is from Mexico to Texas. It Rocky Mountains and valley of the Colorado to the Sierra Ne- 
is a rare species, and is admitted to our fauna by its being occa- vada is the habitat of this species. Itis similar in its habits to 

sionally met with on the Rio Grande. It was first described by the Purple Finch, represented on Plate XLVIII., fig. 10, and de- 
Prince Bonaparte, from a specimen in the Paris Museum, taken scribed on page 69. 
near the Lake of Peten, in Guatemala, by M. Morelet. 

Mountain Song Sparrow. (AZeccstize welodia, var. fallax.) 

Cactus Wren. Brown-headed Creeper Wren. (Campylorhynchus Fig. 9: 

ee) This species is the Rocky Mountain variety of Song Sparrows, 

Fi distributed from the Atlantic to the Pacific. In habits and song it 
iB 5+ 

is similar to the species represented on Pate IV., figs. 4 and 5, and 

This species is considered the largest of the family, and is found described on page 4. 
to be common along the line of the Rio Grande, and the south- 

western borders of the United States, especially in places where 
the country presents a broken surface and a confused mass of vol- Canon Finch. Canon Bunting. Brown Towhee. Canon Towhee, (P#- 
canic rocks, covered with thorny bushes and cacti. It is a lively ilo TSS, Max MESLeU Cees) 
bird, and occasionally utters a few trill ringing notes. Its food Fig. 10. 
consists of berries and insects. According to Dr. Heerman, the : p abate ‘ 
nest is composed of grasses and lined with feathers, was in the This little species is met with in the valley on upper Rio 
shape of a long purse, enormous for the size of the bird, and laid Grande. It was first discovered by Dr. Kennedy, naturalist to 
flat between the forks or on the branches of a cactus. The entrance the Pacific Railroad expedition, on the 35th parallel. He met with 
was a covered passage, varying from six to ten inches in length. it at Bill Williams’ Fork, in Arizona, in 1854. Its habits are sin: 
The eggs, six in number, are described as being of a salmon ilar to those of Pipilo aberti. 
color, very pale, and often so thickly speckled with ash and 
darker salmon colored spots as to give quite a rich cast to the whole B ata : 
surface of the egg. Abert’s Towhee. Abert’s Finch. (22zlo aberté.) 

Fig. 11. ; 

5 , This is one of the most plainly colored, as well as perhaps the 

Paes vetmer, vercotired Tanager, (fyraage hepaiice,) largest of our North Apes Finches. Dr. Cooper pes the 

Fig. 6 base of the Rocky Mountains, in New Mexico, and the valleys of 

the Gila and Colorado rivers, as the habitat of this species, and, 

This beautiful Tanager is met with in the Southern Rocky according to Dr. Coues, it is one of the most abundant and charac- 

Mountains of the United States, and in the mountainous regions of teristic birds of those two valleys, and also that it ranges north- 
Mexico. Dr. Woodhouse obtained the first specimen in the San ward to within a few miles of Fort Whipple, but is not found in the 
Francisco mountains of Arizona. It was a full grown female, and adjacent mountains. Like the Canon Bunting, it lives mostly on 
is the only one known to have been discovered in the United States. the ground. The nest is usually built in thorny shrubs, and is 

composed of coarse twigs, green herbs, interwoven with strips of 

bark, grass, and leaves, and lined with horse-hair when it can be 

obtained. 
White-throated Swift. Rock Swift. (Panyftila saxatilis.) 

Fig. 7. ‘ 

Dr. Kennedy first discovered this species on Bill Williams’ Fork, 
New Mexico, in 1864. He speaks of it as a very curious and in- PLATE XCVIII. 

i teresting bird, found by him only among the canons of that stream, 

and not observed elsewhere during their journey. Large flocks Swallow-tailed Kite. (WV«cterus furcatus.) 
could be seen at any time in the vicinity of those canons, flying reas . 

and circling around very high, and far beyond the reach of shot. 
Toward the close of the day, when the sun had sunk behind the This beautiful species is common in the South Atlantic and Gulf 

hills, they occasionally descended lower. He only met with them States, and occasionally extends its migrations to the interior of the 
where the walls of the canons were very high, and consisted almost State of Wisconsin. Regarding its habits, Dr. Coues says: 

of perpendicular masses of rock. At times they were seen to ‘¢ Marked among its kind by no ordinary beauty of form and 

sweep low down, and then to ascend nearly perpendicularly very brilliancy of color, the Kite courses through the air with a grace 

near the stones, as if examining them, in order to select a place for and buoyancy it would be vain to rival. By a stroke of the thin- 

their nests. The construction of these had obviously not then bladed wings and a lashing of the cleft tail, its flight is swayed to 
commenced. Mr. Mollhausen was of the opinion that these birds this or that side in a moment, or instantly arrested. Now it swoops 
build in‘the holes and crevices of the cliffs. According to Mr. with incredible swiftness, seizes without a pause, and bears its 

Ridgway it is a very noisy species, having a vigorous chatter, re- struggling captive aloft, feeding from its talons as it flies; now it 
minding one somewhat of the notes of young Baltimore Orioles mounts in airy circles till it is a speck in the blue ether and disap- 
when being fed by their parents. pears. All its actions, in wantonness or in severity of the chase,
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: display the dash of the athletic bird, which, if lacking the brute puts up a Marsh Hawk, disturbed at its repast in the thick vegeta- 

strength and brutal ferocity of some, becomes their peer in prow- tion, that served alike to screen the bird and cover his own ad- 
ess—like the trained gymnast, whose tight-strung thews, supple vance. At such a time, as the bird flaps up and makes off at its 
joints, and swelling muscles, under marvelous control, enable him best pace, it may be brought down with the greatest ease. With 
to execute feats, that to the more massive or not so well condi- wings of ample dimensions—even to be called long in proportion 
tioned frame would be impossible. One can not watch the flight to its weight—the bird, nevertheless, does not fly very fast; it pro- 
of the Kite without comparing it with the thoroughbred racer. ceeds ordinarily with regular, easy strokes, three or four times in 
«The Swallow-tailed Kite is a marked feature of the scene in succession, and then sails until the impulse is exhausted. It often 

the Southern States, alike where the sunbeams are redolent of the courses very low over the ground, and rather swiftly, turning, 
orange and magnolia, and where the air reeks with the pestilent passing, and repassing, ‘‘ quartering” the ground, like a well 
miasm of moss-shrouded swamps that sleep in perpetual gloom. broken dog. This is the habit that has given it the name of ‘ Har- 
But, imbued with a spirit of adventure, possessed of unequaled rier,” and, in some sections, the less elegant designation of ‘‘ Bog- 
powers of flight, it often wanders far from its southern home; it trotter.” The old male is also sometimes called ‘¢ Blue Hawk.” 
has more than once crossed the ocean, and become a trophy of no 
ordinary interest to the ardent collector in Europe. On the Atlan- 
tic coast its natural limit appears to be the lower portions of Vir- Western Red-tail. Red-tailed Black Hawk. Black Red-tail. Hen Hawk. 
ginia, similar in physical and zoological characters to the Caroli- Red-tailed Buzzard. (Buwteo borealis, var. calurus.) . 

: nas. but it has more than once occurred in the Middle States. i 
» I have before me an egg of this species, from the Smithsonian Mie: 3; 

cot.zction taken in Towa. It measures wee by 1.50; one end is This is a western variety of a species so generally found in all smaller than the other, though the greatest diameter is nearly equi- parts of North America. Its habits are the same as the bird rep- 
distant from either. The ground-color is white, but tinged, as if resented on Plate XXX., and described on page 37. 
soiled or otherwise mechanically discolored, with a faint brownish 
shade; it is marked with large, irregular blotches of rusty and 
chestnut-brown, most numerous around the smaller end. Besides Swainson’s Hawk. Swainson’s Buzzard. (Buteo swainsonti.) 

: these there are some specks and small spots of blackish-brown. 
‘* As if in compensation for its powers of flight, this bird’s legs Fig. 4. 

are so short as to be scarcely serviceable for locomotion, and it 
rarely, if ever, alights on the ground. Its food is principally rep- We copy, from Dr. Coues’ interesting account of this species, the 
tiles and insects. It is found in winter in Central and South Amer- following : 
ica, and is said, whether or not with entire truth I do not know, “« This large Hawk is very abundant in Northern Dakota, where 
to withdraw altogether from the United States in September, to re- it came under my almost daily observation during the summer of 
turn in April. It appears to breed indifferently throughout its nor- 1873. Excepting an occasional Rough-leg or Red-tail, it was the mal United States range.” only buteonine species observed, and the only Hawks more com- 

mon were the ubiquitous Marsh Harriers and Sparrow Hawks. 
' The species is thoroughly distinct from its nearest ally, B. borealis; 

Marsh Hawk. Marsh Harrier. American Harrier. (Gicus* craneas, it never gains the red tail, so characteristic of the latter, and dif- 
var. hudsonius.) fers in many other points of coloration in its several stages of plum- 

age, as noted beyond. Although its linear dimensions intergrade 
Fig. 2. with those of the Red-tail, it is not so heavy nor so large a bird, 

and its shape differs in some points. A very tangible and con- 
The geographical distribution of this species is co-extensive with venient distinction, to which my attention was first called by Mr. 

our continent south to Costa Rica. With the exception of the Ridgway, and which I have verified in numerous instances, is 
southeastern portion of the United States, it is everywhere abun- found in the emargination of the primaries. As stated in my late 
dant. According to Audubon its notes resembles the syllables, work (Key N. A. Birds, p. 217), Swainson’s Buzzard has only 
pee-pee-pee. three emarginate primaries, while the Red-tail has four; the 

The Marsh Harrier, says Coues, belongs among the ‘€ ignoble” fourth quill of the former, like the fifth of the latter, is variously 
birds of the falconers, but is neither a weakling nor a coward, as sinuate-tapering, but never shows the decided nick or emargina- 
one may easily satisfy himself by handling a winged bird. Still, tion of the inner web. 
under ordinary circumstances, its spirit is hardly commensurate «« Swainson’s Buzzard may be seen anywhere in the region men- 
with its physique, and its quarry is humble. It lacks the splendid tioned, even far out on the prairie, miles away from timber, cir« 
action that insures success, in the pursuit of feathered game, to the cling overhead, or perched on the bare ground. In alighting, it 
dashing Falcons and true Hawks; with all its stroke of wing, it generally takes advantage of some little knoll commanding a view 
acquires no such resistless impetus. Audubon, indeed, says that around, though it often has no more prominent place than the heap 

. at times, when impelled by hunger, it will attack Partridges, of dirt from a badger’s hole, from which to cast about for some im- 
Plovers, and even Teal; but he adds, that he once saw a Marsh prudent gopher, espied too far from home, or still more ignoble 

: Hen come off victorious in a battle with the Harrier. It ordinarily game. But the bird prefers timber, and, especially as its nesting 
stoops to field-mice, small reptiles, and insects. It is particularly is confined to trees, it is most frequently observed in the vicinity of 
fond of frogs; these goggle-eyed and perspiring creatures suffer the few wooded streams that diversify the boundless prairie. In 

f more from the Harriers than from all the school-boys that ever Northern Dakota such streams cut their tortuous way pretty deeply 
¢ stoned them of a Saturday afternoon. The birds thus particularly into the ground; and the sharp edges of the banks, rising steep 

resemble the Rough-legged Buzzards in the nature of their prey, on one side, and on the other stretching away on a continuous level, 
é and we can see a reason why they are so tenacious of their watery are favorite resting-spots, where sometimes a line of several birds 

preserves. They hover at no great height, keenly surveying the may be observed strung along a distance of a few yards. The 
i ground below, and drop directly on their quarry when it is descried. Souris or Mouse river, a stream of this description, is a favor- 

They rarely pursue their prey or transport it to any distance when ite resort, where I found the birds more numerous than elsewhere. 
: secured, preferring to make a meal onthe spot. Hence it fre- Much of the river-bottom is well wooded with elm, oak, and other 
; quently happens that, when walking in seedy covert, the gunner large trees; and the number of nests found in this timber—some-
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times several in sight of each other—would be considered surpris- 
ing by one not recollecting that conveniences for breeding are in Florida Cormorant. (Graculus dilophus, var. floridanus.) 
this country practically limited to such narrow tracts. The nests 
are built at varying heights, from the intricacies of heavy shrub- Fig. 4. 
bery, where a man may reach them from the ground, to the tops ee : 
of the tallest trees. They are generally, however, placed thirty This species is a southern variety of the Double-crested Cormo- 
or forty feet high, in some stout crotch, or on a horizontal fork. uEvB Itis a resident ep the Floridian and Gulf coast. Its migra- 
They are bulky and ragged looking structures, from the size of tions range up the Mississippi valley to Ohio. 

sticks used for the base and outside; the interior is composed of 
smaller twigs more compactly arranged. The shape varies with 
the requirements of the location, being more or less conical in an 
upright crotch, flatter on a fork. The interior hollowing is slight. 
An average external diameter may be given as two feet, and depth PLATE C. 
half as much.” 

Least Vireo. (Viréo pustllus.) 

Fig. 1. 

Mr. Xantus first discovered this species at Cape St. Lucas, 
PLATE XCIX. and Dr. Coues gave it its first description in 1866. Dr. Cooper 

claims that in its habits it greatly resembles the Warbling Vireo, 
Black-footed Albatross. (Lomedea nigripes.) page 72 of this work. According to Mr. Ridgway, it is a species 

Fig. easily recognized, being, in all respects, quite distinct from any 
— other. The character of its notes, as well as its habits, show it to be 

This is a very abundant species, found along the Pacific coast. a true Vireo. Its song, though weaker, bears a great resemblance 
According to Dr. Brehm, the Albatrosses claim the vast ocean of to that of the White-eyed. The nest found of this species, was 
the southern hemisphere as their habitat. A few, it is true, have placed about three feet from the ground, in a low bush in a copse 
been occasionally seen even off the coasts of Europe, but such cir- of willows. Like all the nests of these Vireos it was pencile, being i 
cumstance can only be regarded as an accidental occurrence. They attached to, and suspended from, the twigs of a branch. 
seldom or never pass beyond the tropic of Capricorn, at least in 
the Atlantic, and even then only as occasional wanderers. They 
appear more frequently, however, in the northern regions of the Bell’s Vireo. (Vireo bell.) 
Pacific ocean ; they are also said to make regular visits to Behring’s a 
Straits and the Sea of Ochotsk, and not only casually to show them- be 
selves upon those unfrequent shores, but to reside in their vicinity This species is met with from the Missouri river west to the 
during several months, only retiring beyond the equator as the sea- Rocky Mountains. Its habits are very similar to that of the 

son for breeding approaches. In like manner, they are frequently White-eyed Vireo, described on page 71 of this work. Its notes 
met with in high Antarctic latitudes—i. e., as we are informed by are somewhat imitative of those of the Blue-bird, differing alto- 
sailors and fisherman, up to 50° or 60° south latitude; but whether gether from those of other Vireos. 
these are regular migrations, or merely casual excursions, we are 
not as yet informed. We know, however, that they visit all seas 

lying between 23° north and 66° south latitude; that when they Gray Vireo. Arizona Vireo. Gray Greenlet. (Vireo vicintor.) 
come into more northern climes, as into Kamtschatka and Ochotsk, 
they are hungry, lank, and half-starved, but that, in a few weeks, Fig. 3. 
owing to the abundance of food they there meet with, they return ae ; A P ; 
to their breeding-places plump and in good condition. It is said a aes po ee Ws BAMA Oe ae. 
by some observers, that, in the literal meaning of the words, their ered o saat a eee Ort ADDIS ses PIZORB9 1 ets gangs 
flight extends quite around the globe, being generally, however, any 
more or less restricted within the limits of a certain zone, from 
which they never wander far during the whole course of the year. 
and ae cick thew likewise oo ee Western Warbling Vireo, or Greenlet. Swainson’s Warbling Greenlet. 

y (Vireo gilous, var. Swainsoni.) F 

Fig. 4. 

Brandt's Cormorant. (Graculus penicillatus.) This species is a western variety of our common little Warbling 
Bigs Vireo, page 72 of this work. It is met with from the Rocky 

Mountains to the Pacific coast. Like its eastern relative, its song, 
This bird is found to be a very common species on the Pacific which is cheerful and varied, is heard throughout the day until late 

coast. As all Cormorants are very much alike in their habits, we in autumn. They also build their nests in the shade-trees in the 
refer the reader to page 13 for a detailed account. cities. 

Plumbeous Vireo. Lead-colored Vireo, or Greenlet. (Vireo solttartas, Violet Green Cormorant. (Graculus violaceus.) . <icepiaee Beas a vies = 

Fig. 3. Fig. 5. 

This species is also found on the Pacific coast. Its habits are This is the western variety of the species known as the Solitary 
very similar to the Cormorant described on page 13. Vireo, see page 71. It was first described by Dr. Coues, who met
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. it at Fort Whipple, in Arizona. Its habits are similar to its east- zontal branch of a negundo tree, about eichteen feet from the " 
é ern relative. ground. He found four others afterward, from four to ten feet 
z : high, either on horizontal branches or on forks of small trees. 

: Broad-tailed Hummingbird. (Selasphorus platycercus.) 
c Wright’s Flycatcher. Grayish Flycatcher. (2mpidonax obscurus.) 

s Fig. 6. 
5 

Fig. 9. 

e Mr. Allen writes: ‘‘The Broad-tailed Hummer was common 
from Cheyenne southward along the base of the mountains to Col- About the first of April this species arrives from Mexico, and 

: orado City, and throughout the mountains was everywhere abun- remains until October. It is met with from the Rocky Mountains 
dant, even to above the timber-line. Its flight is exceedingly swift, to the Pacific, north to Colorado, south through Mexico. Accord- 

and characterized by a sharp, whistling sound; but in all other ing to Mr. Allen: 

respects it might be readily mistaken for the common Ruby-throat ‘« The Gray Flycatcher was the commonest and almost the only 
of the East. Its nest was not discovered, but hardly a day passed species of Lmpidonax met with in the mountains of Colorado. It 

without a considerable number of the birds being observed, often was generally observed in rather wet, swampy localities, dense 
several individuals being in sight at once. The great abundance willow thickets seeming to form its favorite resorts. It is very re- 

of flowers throughout the mountain valleys, and which here and tiring in its habits, keeping almost constantly concealed in thick 
there also nearly cover the ground, even far above the limit of copses, where it silently hunts its insect prey, and is hence a diffi- 
trees on the Snowy Range, renders this mountain region highly cult species to collect. Though it may be approached within a few 
favorable to the existence of this interesting species, and offers a yards, it eludes capture by keeping in the middle of the close wil- 
ready explanation of its abundant occurrence here.” low clumps, exposing itself to view only when obliged to fly across 

Mr. Holden, who noticed this species in the Black Hills, says: an open space, taking its departure from the side furthest from the 

«These little birds were quite common. On one occasion, while observer, and flying low and hurriedly to the nearest point of con- 
skinning a Hawk, I threw a piece of flesh into a small dead tree cealment. The several nests found contained young, and were 

near me. In an instant three of the birds were poised before the always placed some distance within the thick copse the birds had 
meat, mistaking it, no doubt, for some gaudy flower. But one chosen for their home. The nests were usually built in the forks 

nest was found. It contained two young ones about a week old. of small branches, and in thickness and general appearance 
: I was struck by the wisdom displayed by the birds in placing their greatly resembled the ordinary nests of the summer Yellow-bird 

nest. A small tree had fallen over the brook, which was here eight (Dendreca estiva). 
feet wide. The nest was placed on one of the under branches in 

such a way that the trunk of the tree would effectually keep out 
the rain. The nest was lined with a species of cotton obtained in Bell’s Finch, or Sparrow. (Poospiza belli.) 
the vicinity.” 

Fig. 10. 

The extensive thickets, called chaparral, says Dr. Cooper, 
Rufous-crowned Finch, or Sparrow. Red-capped Finch. Boucard’s which cover barren, dry tracts for miles, in all the southern half 

Finch. (Peacaa rujiceps.) of California, are the favorite resorts of this little bird. There 

Fig. 7. they pick up a living from small seeds, and probably insects, be- 

ing apparently quite indifferent as to water, or depending on that 

The coast of California and south to Mexico is the place of res- dropping from the foliage after dews and fogs. They may be seen 
idence of this species. It was first obtained by Dr. Heerman, in ERODE rapidly, or rather hopping along the ground, with tail cate 

California. He states that in the fall of 1851, he shot, on the Co- ried perfectly rect and at the least alarm seeking the friendly 
sumnes river, a single specimen of this bird from. among a large thicket. They reside all the year in the same localities, and are 

flock of Sparrows of various kinds. In the spring of the follow- REM erous on the island of San Nicolas, Genty, —e 
ing year, among the mountains, near the Calaveras river, he mainland, though I saw none on the other islands, except one on 

found it quite abundant. It was then flying in pairs, engaged in Santa Barbara. = z 
picking grass-seed from the ground, and, when started, it never In Spee the males sing 2 low smenotonous ditty ou eon 
extended its flight beyond a few yards. Its notes, in their charac- of a favorite shrub, answering each other from long distances. 
ter, reminded him of the ditty of our common little Chipping Spar- Their nest, built about three feet from the ground, is composed of 
row (Spizella socialis). He obtained several specimens. Its grasses and slender weeds, lined with hair, etc. The eggs, about 

flight seemed feeble, and when raised from the ground, from which sou aie pale eo ea — = ee, aprinled 
it would not start until almost trodden on, it would fly but a short over. This species seems to be restricted to California, and val- 

distance, and almost immediately drop again into the grass. ‘ley of Gila and Colorado, to Fort Horn. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher. (Ampidonax hammondi#.) 

i Big. 75. PLATE CI. 

; This species is met with in the western province of the United Texas Orchard Oriole. (Jcterus spurius, var. affints.) 
: States, south to Mexico. It was first discovered by Mr. Xantus, 
E in California, in 1858. Fig. 1. 
: Dr. Cooper says, the first of this species arrives at Santa Cruz, 
e : March 13, and they were numerous during the summer, disappear- This beautiful species is a small southern variety of our common 
. ing in September. They kept in low trees, and uttered a few faint Orchard Oriole so often met with in parks, orchards, and near the 

2 i notes. April 27, he found the first nest. It was built on the hori- outskirts of woods. See page 13.
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Texan Woodpecker. Arizona Woodpecker, Ladder-backed Wood- Hooded Oriole. (Jcterus cucullatus.) 
pecker. Texan Sapsucker. (Picus scalaris.) 

Fig. 6. 

Fig. 2. % 5 e 
This species extends its migrations from Mexico into Texas, at 

This southwestern species is met with from the Rocky Mountains the Rio Grande, and into Southern California and Arizona. On 
and its slopes, west to San Bernadino Mountains of California. the Rio Grande, where it rears its OUBE aes found quite com- 
Dr. Cooper says they are abundant in the Colorado valley, and mon by Captain McCown. When met with in the woods, and far 
sometimes seen in the bushes covering the neighboring mountains. away from the abodes of men, it seemed shy and disposed to con- 

Dr. Woodhouse says, during his stay in San Antonio, Texas, ceal itself. Yet a pair of these birds were his constant visitors, 
and its vicinity, he became quite familiar with it. It was to be morning and evening. They came to the vicinity of his quar- 
seen at all times, flying from tree to tree, and lighting on the trunk ters, an unfinished building at Ringgold Barracks, and at last be- 
of the mesquites (a/garodia), closely searching for its insect-food. came so tame and familiar that they would pass from Some ebony 
In its habits and notes, he states, it much resembles the common trees, that stood near by, to the porch, clinging to the shingles and 
Hairy Woodpecker. See page 18. rafters, frequently in an inverted position, prying into the holes and 

crevices, apparently in search of spiders and such insects as could 

be found there. From this occupation they would occasionally 
i i : T id induce them to Buff-breasted Flycatcher, or Least Flycatcher. (Aitrephorus fulvi- ae be peg d i ee aoe found 

Srons, var. pallesceus.) 5 
their nests generally on or under the tops of the palm known as 

Fig. 3. the Spanish bayonet. 

This species, which is comparatively new to our fauna, was taken f : ‘ 
by Dr. Coues at Fort Whipple, at which place it is a rare summer Black-chinned Sparrow. (Spizella atrigularis.) 

visitor. Fig. 7. 

But little is known of this Mexican species, that is only occa- 
Gray-tufted Titmouse. California Titmouse. Plain, or Plain-crested sionally found within the limits and along the borders of the United | 

Titmouse. (Lophophanes inornatus.) States. It was met with by Dr. Coues in the neighborhood of 
: Fort Whipple, Arizona. It arrives there in April, and departs in 

BNE A: small flocks in October. He says that in the spring it has a very 
This Pacific coast species was first described by Dr. Gamble in eyccuand melodious sep? far surpassing in power and melody the 

his Birds of California. Dr. Woodhouse met with it in the San notes of any other of this genus he has ever seen. 
Francisco mountains, near the little Colorado river, New Mexico, 
at which place he found it very abundant. Dr. Gamble first no- i a 4 
ticed this species near Monterey, where he found it very common, Calliope Hummingbird. (Stel/ula calléope.) 
frequenting tall bushes in small flocks, searching branches of low Fig. 8 
trees, uttering weak and slender cries, resembling tsee-day-day. 

According to Dr. Cooper, they seem to prefer the evergreen oak This interesting Hummingbird is comparatively new to our North 
groves toward the middle of the State, but are not found in the American fauna. It was first discovered by Signor Floresi. Mr. 
higher Sierra Nevada. They are residents throughout the year J. K. Lord, one of the British Commissioners on the Northwest 
in the evergreen oaks near San Francisco. They are seen in Boundary Survey, was the first who brought it to the attention of 
small parties, scattered about the trees, and calling to each other our ornithologists. It is met with in the mountains of Washington, with a variety of sweet and loud notes, some of which are said to Oregon, California, to Northern Mexico. Mr. Lord says, around 
equal those of our best singers. It also has certain powers of im- the blossoms of the brilliant pink bes, or flowering currant, he 
itation like the eastern crested species, and the same cry of peto- found congregated quite a number of Hummingbirds. The bushes 

peto. seemed to him to literally gleam with their flashing colors, among _ 
them the present species, one of the smallest of Hummingbirds, 
and in life conspicuous for a frill of minute pinnated feathers, en- 

House Finch, or Linnet. Burion. Crimson-fronted Finch. Adobe circling the throat, of a delicate magenta tint, which can be raised 
Finch. (Carpodacus frontalis.) or depressed at will. He afterward ascertained that they prefer 

Fig. 5. rocky hillsides at great altitudes, where only pine trees, rock 
plants, and an Alpine flora are found. He frequently shot these 

This is a very abundant species in the towns and gardens of birds above the line of perpetual snow. Their favorite resting- 
New Mexico, Arizona, and California, where, according to Dr. place was on the extreme point of a dead pine tree, where, if un- 
Coues, it is as familiar as the European Sparrow has become in disturbed, they would sit for hours. The site chosen for a nest 
many of our large eastern cities. Dr. Woodhouse says, that his was usually the branch of a young pine, where it was artfully con- 
attention was first called to this interesting little songster while at cealed amidst the fronds at the very end, and rocked like a cradle 
Santa Fe. It was there known to the American residents as the by every passing breeze. 
“Adobe Finch.” By the Mexicans they were called Buriones. | - 
He found them exceedingly tame, building about the dwellings, = : 2 
churches, and other buildings, in every nook and corner, and even Mountain Song Sparrow. (Adelospiza melodia, var. fallax.) 
entering the houses to pick up crumbs. They are never disturbed ie o 
by the inhabitants. He adds, that at the first dawn of the morning 
they commence a very sweet and clear warble, which he was quite Dr. Coues found this species a common and permanent resident 
unable to do justice to by any verbal description. in Arizona, and he pronounces its habits, manners, and voice pre-
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~ cisely like those of the Song Sparrow (JZ. Melodia). See page | ‘* The Mountain Plover’s food consists principally, if not wholly, 
4. This species, he states, occurs throughout New Mexico, Ari- of insects. I examined the stomachs of a great many with refer- 
zona, and a part of Southern California, and is particularly abun- ence to this matter, finding in them nothing whatever but insects, 

dant in the valley of Colorado. excepting, as usual, a little sand or gravel. Grasshoppers, in their 
season, seem to be the bird’s main reliance, though numerous 

other insects, as crickets and beetles, are also eaten; and I sup- 

Western Chipping Sparrow. (Sfzzella socéalis, var. arizone. pose that worms and small land-molluscs would not come amiss. 

In the fall, when food is plenty, the birds become very fat, tender, 

Fig. 10. and juicy, affording excellent eating.” 

This species is met with in the western parts of the United States, 
E from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific; south in winter into 

: Middle and Western Mexico. Its habits are similar to its eastern Snowy Plover. (Zgialitis cantianus.) 
relative, mentioned on page 68. 

Fig. 3. 

This is a California coast species, where it is found quite common 

during the winter season, occupying the sandy or gravelly shores 
of rivers. : 

PLATE CII. ‘ 

Sooty Albatross. (Diomedea fuliginosa.) 
Short-tailed Albatross. (Dzomedea brachyura.) 

Fig. 4. 

Fig. 1. 

This species is met with on the Pacific coast. Its habits are 
This is a very abundant species, that is met with off the Pacific about the same as the other Albatross represented on this plate. 

coast. Its habits are similar to the Albatross, represented on Plate 

. XCIX., and described on page 146. 

White-headed Gull. (Larus heermani.) 

Mountain Plover. (<22gialitis asiaticus, var. montanus.) Fig. 5. 

Fig. 2. This bird is met with on the Pacific coast, thence southward. It 

is a common species, and most generally found in deep water some 
E This bird, so far as known, inhabits the western countries of distance from shore. 

North America, and is supposed to extend its migrations to South 

America. According to Dr. Coues, it is common on dry plains, 

and even in deserts; independent of water; feeds on insects, es- Wandering Tattler. (Heteroscelus incanus.) 

pecially grasshoppers. He found it in New Mexico in June, and 
abundantly in California in November. Fig. 6. 

Dr. Coues further says regarding this species: 
‘In the desert region of New Mexico, between the Rio Grande This species has a very general distribution on the coast and 

and the base of the mountains to the westward, I found these Plo- islands of the Pacific ocean. 
vers abundant, late in June, together with the Long-billed Curlews, 

and presume that they breed there, although I found no nests. 

The old birds that I shot were in poor condition and worn plumage. SS 

A few were seen in Arizona, at various seasons, but they did not 

again occur to me in abundance until I reached Southern Califor- 

nia, in November of the following year. In the vicinity of Los PLATE CIII. 

Angeles I found them in large flocks on the dry plain which 

stretches down to the ocean. They were not difficult of approach, Red-vented Thrasher ; Crissal Thrush; Henry’s Thrush. (arorhyn 
and I had no difficulty in securing as many as I desired. On be- Chusiceissalts) 
ing disturbed by too near approach, they lower the head, run rap- Ne 

idly a few steps in a light, easy way, and then stop abruptly, draw- 

; ing themselves up to their full-height and looking around with The valley of the Rio Grande, Colorado, and California is the 
uid yetunsuspiciaus glances. Uheir notes are tather peculiar, habitat of this rare species. Very little is known in regard to the 
as compared with those of our other Plovers, and vary a good deal, habits of this little bird. A specimen was first obtained by Dr. J. 
according to circumstances. When the birds are feeding at their C. Henry, near Mimbres, who published a description of it in 

ee leisure, and in no way apprehensive of danger, they utter a low May, 1858. 

and rather pleasing whistle, though in a somewhat drawling or 

rather lisping tone; but the note changes to a louder and higher 

% one, sometimes sounding harshly. When forced to fly by persist- Bendire’s Thrush. (Harporhynchus Bendiret.) 

: ent annoyance, they rise rapidly with quick wing-beats, and then 
D proceed with alternate sailing and flapping, during the former ac- Fig. 2. 

-. tion holding the wings decurved. They generally fly low over 

: the ground, and soon realight, taking a few mincing steps as they This is a new species lately found by St. Bendire. It is a resi- 

touch the ground; they then either squat low, in hopes of hiding, dent of the valley of the Rio Grande, Colorado, and Arizona. Its 

* or stand on tip-toe, as it were, for a better view of what alarmed nests are usually built on trees instead of bushes, and at times as 

them. high as thirty feet from the ground.



180 MOCKING BIRD. 
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chuckling to protect its injured brood. The barking of the dog, 

; . ‘ the mewing of the cat, the creaking of a passing wheelbarrow, 

Moding Bind ion follow ah pak truth and rapidity. : He spade fhe tune taught 
ines him by his master, though of considerable length, fully and faith- 

fully ; he runs over the quaverings of the Canary, and the clear 

Among the great things peculiar to the New World, stands with- whistlings of the Virginia Nightingale, or Cardinal Red-bird, with 

out a rival amongst the feathered songsters, the Mocking Bird of such superior execution and effect, that the mortified songsters feel 

America. This very extraordinary species, which is so rich their own inferiority, and become altogether silent, while he seems 

and varied in its vocal powers, inhabits a very considerable extent to triumph in their defeat by redoubling his exertions. His ele- ~ 

of both North and South America, having been traced from the vated imitations of the Brown Thrush are frequently interrupted 

states of New England to Brazil. They are, however, much more by the crowing of Cocks; and the warblings of the Blue-bird, : 

numerous in those states south, than those north of the river Dela- which he exquisitely manages, are mingled with the screaming of 

ware; being generally migratory in the latter, and resident (at Swallows, or the cackling of Hens. Amid the simple melody of 

least many of them) in the former. A warm climate, and low the Robin, one is suddenly surprised by the shrill reiterations of 

country not far from the sea, seems most congenial to their nature ; the Whip-Poor-Will, while the notes of the Kildeer, Blue Jay, 

the species are accordingly found to be less numerous to the west Martin, Baltimore Oriole, and many others succeed, with such in- 

than east of the great range of Alleghany, in the same parallels spiring reality, that the auditors look round for the originals, and 

of latitude. In these regions the berries of the red cedar, myrtle, with astonishment discover that the sole performer in this singular 

holly, many species of smilax, together with gum-berries, gall- concert is the admirable bird now before us. During this exhibi- 

berries, and a profuse variety of others, abound, and furnish them tion of his powers, he spreads his wings, expands his tail, and 
with a perpetual feast. Winged insects also, of which they are throws himself around the cage in all ecstacy of enthusiasm, seem- 

very fond, and very expert in catching, are then plentiful even in ing not only to sing but to dance, keeping time to the measure of 

the winter season. his own music. Both in his native and domesticated state, during 

Though the plumage of the Mocking Bird is none of the home- the stillness of the night, as soon as the moon rises he begins his de- 
liest, it has nothing gaudy or brilliant in it; and, had he nothing lightful solo, making the whole neighborhood resound with his in- 

else to recommend him, would scarcely entitle him to notice. But imitable medley. The Mocking Bird is frequently taken in trap- 
his figure is well proportioned and even handsome. The ease, cages, and, by proper management, may be made sufficiently 

elegance, and rapidity of his movements, the animation of his eye, tame to sing. 

and the intelligence he displays in listening and laying up lessons, The precise time at which the Mocking Bird begins to build his 

from almost every species of the feathered creation within his hear- nest varies according to the latitude in which he resides, from the 
ing, are really surprising, and mark the peculiarity of his genius. beginning of April to the middle of May. There are particular 

To these qualities may be added that of a voice full, strong, and situations to which he gives the preference. A solitary thorn- 

musical, and capable of almost every modulation, from the clear, bush, an almost impenetrable thicket, an orange-tree, cedar, or 
mellow tones of the Wood Thrush, to the savage scream of the holly-bush, are favorite spots, and frequently selected. It is no 
Bald Eagle. In measure and accent he faithfully follows his orig- great objection to the bird, that a farm or mansion-house happens 
inals; in force and sweetness of expression he greatly improves to be near. Always ready to defend, but never over-anxious to 
upon them. In his native groves, mounted on the top of a tall conceal, his nest, he very often builds within a small distance of 

bush or half-grown tree, in the dawn of the morning, while the the house, and not unfrequently in a pear or apple-tree, rarely at 
woods are already vocal with a multitude of warblers, his admir- a greater height than six or seven feet from the ground. The nest 

able song rises pre-eminent over every competitor. The ear can varies a little, according to the conveniency of collecting suitable 

listen to his music alone, to which that of all the others seems a materials. Generally, it is composed of—first, a quantity of dry 
mere accompaniment. Neither is his strain altogether imitative. twigs and sticks, then withered tops of weeds of the preceding 
His own native notes are bold and full, and varied seemingly be- year, intermixed with fine siraw, hay, pieces of wool, and tow; 
yond all limits. They consist of short expressions of two, three, and, lastly, a thick layer of fine, fibrous roots, of a light brown 
or, at the most, five or six syllables, generally interspersed with imi- color lines the whole. The female sits fourteen days, and gener- 
tations, and all of them uttered with great emphasis and rapidity, ally produces two broods in the season, unless robbed of her eggs, 
and continued with undiminished ardor for half an hour or an in which case she will even build and lay the third time. She is, 
hour at a time. His expanded wings and tail, glistening with however, very jealous of her nest, and very apt to forsake it, if 

white, and the buoyant gayety of his actions, arresting the eye as much disturbed. During the period of incubation, neither cat nor 
his song most irresistibly does the ear, he sweeps round with en- dog, animal nor man, can approach the nest without being at- 

thusiastic ecstacy, and mounts and descends as his song swells or tacked. The cats, in particular, are persecuted, whenever they 

dies away. While thus exerting himself, a bystander, destitute of make their appearance, till obliged to retreat. But his whole 
sight, would suppose that the whole feathered tribes had assembled vengeance is more particularly directed against that mortal enemy 

together on a trial of skill, each striving to produce his utmost ef- of his eggs and young, the black snake. Whenever the insidious 

fect. approaches of this reptile are discovered, the male darts upon it 

He often deceives the sportsman, and sends him in search of with the rapidity of an arrow, dexterously eluding its bite, and 

birds that are not, perhaps, within miles of him, but whose note striking it violently and incessantly about the head, where it is 
he exactly imitates. Even birds themselves are frequently im- very vulnerable. The snake soon becomes sensible of its danger, 

posed upon by this admirable mimic, and are decoyed by the fan- and seeks to escape; but the intrepid defender of his young re- 

cied calls of their mates, or dive with precipitation into the depth doubles his exertions, and, unless his antagonist be of great mag- 

of thickets at the scream of what they suppose to be the Sparrow- nitude, often succeeds in destroying him. All his pretended pow- 

Hawk. ers of fascination avail it nothing against the vengeance of this 
The Mocking Bird loses little of the power and energy of his noble bird. As the snake’s strength begins to flag, the Mocking 

song by confinement. In his domesticated state, when he com- Bird seizes and lifts it up partly from the ground, beating it with 

mences his career of song, it is impossible to stand by uninter- its wings, and when the business is completed, he returns to the 
ested. He whistles for the dog; Cesar starts up, wags his tail, nest of his young, mounts the summit of the bush, and pours forth 

and runs to meet his masicr. [He squeaks out like a hurt chicken, a torrent of song in token of victory. 

and the hen hurries about with hanging wings and bristled feathers, The Mocking Bird is nine and a half inches long, and thirteen
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THRASHERS—THRUSHES—W RENS—NUTHATCHERS—VIREO. 1B1 

across, when its wings are spread. Some individuals are, how- those of other birds, and are well calculated to deceive one unac- 
ever, larger, and some smaller, those of the first hatch being uni- customed to them. The nest was built in a low bush, only three 
formly the largest. The upper parts of the head, neck, and back feet from the ground. It was quite open above, formed of twigs, 
are a dark brownish ash, and when new-moulted, a fine light gray ; grass, etc., and contained five eggs, which were white, with 
the wings and tail are nearly black, the first and second rows of brown specks near the larger end. 

coverts tipped with white; the primaries, in some males, are 

wholly white; in others, tinged with brown. The first three pri- 

maries are white from their roots as far as their coverts; the white Allied Creeper Wren; Cape Cactus Wren. (Campylorhynchus affnis.) 
on the next six extends from an inch to one and three-fourths fur- 

ther down, descending equally on each side the feather; the tail LE 
is cuneiform; the two exterior feathers wholly white; the rest, ex- ‘ ; 5 : 

: : A ae ‘ : This species was first discovered by Mr. Xantus in the southern 
cept the middle ones, tipped with white; the chin is white; sides : ‘co 4 3 : 

% < extremity of Lower California, where it is a very common bird. 
of the neck, breast, belly, and vent a brownish white, much purer So far as known it is only observed at Cape St. Lucas, Lower 

in wild birds than in those that have been domesticated ; iris of the California. ; 2 
eye, yellowish cream colored, inclining to golden; bill black; the » 

base of the lower mandible whitish; legs and feet black and 

strong. The female much resembles the male, and is only dis- ~ Oalieoont . 

tinguishable by the white of her wings being less pure and broad, Feyamy stan Col ine 
and her black feathers having a more rusty hue. Fig: 9. 

This little species is found on the Pacific Coast, and on the 

Palmer’s Thrasher. (/arforhynchus curvirostris.) western slope of the Rocky Mountains, from Washington Terri- 
: tory to Southern California. Dr. Kennerly found them quite 

Beat abundant in the Sierra Madre and San Francisco Mountains, even 

This is a species met with in Arizona, by Dr. Edward Palmer, as high up as the snow-line, seeking their insect food among the 
age eters tops of the lofty pines. Dr. Gambel mentions their almost ex- who says that it is very shy, and passes much of its time upon ; : ' 5 P 

tho pibdnd (Where twas ceed. fudning "beneath the bushes: traordinary abundance, in the winter months, in Upper California. 
g ’ s : : - 

Around Monterey, at times, the trees appeared almost alive with 

them, as they ran up and down and around the branches and 

California Mocking Bird; Sickte-billed Thrush; California Thrasher. Bae ee cs na caeaed ahi? Ge ee : 
(Alarporhynchus redivivus.) s oes : , 

utters this cry, the rest join in. Mr. Ridgeway found it exceed- 
Fig. 5. ingly hard to discover this bird among the branches, or even when 

flying, owing to the swiftness and irregularity of its flight. When 
This plainly-colored species is restricted in its distribution to the the female of a pair had been killed, the male bird was extremely 

coast region of California. Dr. Gambel first met with it near Mon- loud in his lamentations. Diminutive as this bird is, it is also the 
terey. It was taken whilst the bird was gathering insects on the noisiest of all the feathered inhabitants of the pines, though it is 

ground. It is difficult to approach. When alarmed, it takes to less active in the pursuit of insects than the larger species. 
the thick bushes, running some distance, and becoming afterward 

unapproachable. He speaks of its song as a flood of melody, 

equaled only by the song of the Mocking Bird. Slender-billed, or Western Nuthatch. (Sc¢ta carolinensis, var. aculeata.) 

Fig. ro. 

Cinerous Thrush; Ashy Thrush; Cape St. Lucas Thrasher. (Zyporhyn- 
chus cinereus.) The Pacific Coast, and east toward the Rocky Mountains, is the 

habitat of this western variety of the eastern species, the White- 

Fig. 6. breasted Black-capped Nuthatch (,St#ta carolinensis), represented 

This is a new species discovered by Mr. Xantus, in 1859, at ee pists ac tee 5 one Sc page ay Te ee geetioy se 
ae : similar; their note is a single harsh call, uttered occasionally, and 

Cape St. Lucas. So far as known, it is confined to the peninsula Peds dided te by ibe conmudes 

of Lower California. Mr. Xantus found it quite numerous at the P y = 

Cape St. Lucas, in a region which was singularly unpropitious—a 

5 nding about a quarter of a mile inland, whence : a. Le egies ae oe, v piles up a high cage of Black-whiskered Vireo ; Florida Greenlet; Whip-Tom-Kelly. (Vireo 
- altiloguus, var. barbatulus.) 

mountains. 

Fig. 11. 

Bewick’s Wren: Western Mocking Wren. (Zhryothorus Bewickii, This species is met with in Cuba, the Bahamas, and casualiy 

var. spilurus.) at Charlotte Harbor, Florida. It is very similar in habits and ap- 

Fig. 7. pearance to the common Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus), plate 

3 49, fig. 8, page 71. Dr. Hurman describes its song as clear and 
This variety is an inhabitant of the Western coast. Dr. Cooper musical, and very distinctly uttered. It was constantly on the 

says they abound throughout the wooded parts of California and search for insects, and appeared even more active than any of the 

northward, frequenting the densest forests as well as the open northern species, darting among the foliage, peering into crevices 

e groves. During the winter, they were found in the vicinity of Fort and cobwebs, suspended from branches with its back downward, 
Morgan, but left in April. They are known as Mocking Wrens, and occasionally chasing a flying insect in the manner of a true 

though he thinks they do not really imitate other birds, but rather Flycatcher. These movements were usually accompanied by a 

have a great variety of their own notes, some of which resemble song.
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in the Valley of Gila, and in the northern and eastern portions of 
= : Mexico, it has been found. Dr. Cooper states that it resembles 

Oregon, or Gray Song-Sparrow. (AZelospiza melodia, var. guttata.) the Ruby-crowned Wren very closely in appearance and habits. 
. Fig. 1a Its song consists of a few short and quaint notes. 

This variety is an inhabitant of the Pacific Coast, United States, 

and British Columbia. Dr. Cooper characterizes this species as White-bellied Wren. (Zkryothorus bewickit, var. leucogaster.) 
the most northern and mountain-frequenting representative of the ; 
Song Sparrows, being a resident of the higher Sierra Nevada, and Big. 28: 

JB a ge ene oe — foward ioc ce 2 This bird is the Southwestern United States and Mexican variety 
thence northward, where it is the only species of this genus, and of our eastern species known as Bewick’s Wren, Plate LXXI 
where it is common down to the level of the sea. Their habits fig. 6, page 102 : 4 
and song are similar to the common Song Sparrow of the East. : 

Western, or Long-tailed Chat. (Jcteria virens, var. longicauda,) Long-billed Thrush ; Texas Thrasher. : (Harporhynchus rufus, var. lon- 
gtrostris.) 

Hie Fig. 19. 

This variety of the common Yellow-breasted Chat, Plate LXIV, A variety that represents the Brown Thrush (Harporhynchus 
fig. 9, page 110, has an exclusively western distribution, and has rufus, Plate LXXII, fig. 8, page 109, in Eastern Mexico, north 
been found from Mexico and Cape St. Lucas to Oregon, on the to the Rio Grande, Texas. 

Pacific Coast, and as far east as the Upper Missouri. The habits 

and notes of these birds are alike. 

Leconte’s Thrush, or Thrasher. (Harporhynchus redivivus, var. le- 
tet. 

Western Titmouse, or Chickadee. (Parus atricapillus, var. occidenta- wri: 

lis.) Fig. 20. 

ee This is a comparatively new species, it was met by Dr. Leconte, 

The Pacific Coast variety of the common Titmouse, or Black- Bee aoe ace te foe ee ek = ug — 

capped Chicadee, Plate XXXII, fig, 4, page 42. This little hird | 1.2 to ee ae ee oe ae 
s A i i He found it on a dry plain covered with mosquits and cactus. It 
is mostly found frequenting low thickets and trees in Oregon and : 
Washington Territory. During winter it is found common near was very shy and restless, fluttering hurriedly from one cactus to 
Mepoohtnnnre vonearthemnoritiern: part cliCaliforiae lartood another, until he at last shot it when it seemed to fancy itself hid- 

. A den among the thick ponds of a large yucca. Its large, stout feet 
consists of seeds and insects, it is also fond of fresh meat, fat, and i i ‘ aes 
ee a ee admirably adapt it for its particularly terrestrial life, and it appar- 

, ently spends much of its life upon the ground, where it runs rap- 

idly and easily. Its flight he describes as swift but desultory, and 

Black-orested, Black-tufted, or Texas Titmouse. (Lophophanes atri- agcompanied by « constant iceae 
cristatus.) 

Fig. 15. Alaska Wren. (Axorthura troglodytes, var. alascensis.) 

The valley of the Rio Grande, thence south into San Antonio, Fig. 21. 

Texas, is the residence of this species. It was first met with by , $ 
Mr. Audubon, in Texas. In its habits and general appearance it Very little is known of this new variety. Mr. Dall obtained it 
is similar to the common Crested or Tufted Titmouse (Lophopha- on Amaknak Island. He found it abundant all the year round on 

nes bicolor), Plate XXXIII, fig. 2, page 30. St.George’s Island, and that it bred in May, building a nest of 
moss in the crevices of the rocks, and, according to the Aleuts, 

lay six eggs. 

Black-headed or Black-capped Vireo. (Vireo atricapillus.) 

eee re Parkman’s House Wren; Western Wood Wren. (Zroglodites edon, 

This very rare species has Southwestern Texas, and Mazatlan, Ne eee 

Mexico, as its place of habitation. Very little is known regarding Fig. 22. 
its habits. It was first discovered, by Dr. Woodhouse, May 26, 

1851, in Western Texas, on the Rio San Pedro, within ten miles This bird was first obtained by Mr. Townsend, on the Columbia 
of its source. He found it among some cedars, and was attracted River, and described by Audubon in 1839. It is met with on the 
by its very singular notes. It was in continued motion, like a plains from the Missouri to the Pacific. Its habits and character- 

‘Wood Warbler, and was by him first supposed to be one of those istics are the same as the common Eastern House Wren. Plate 

birds. LVI, fig. 7, page 83. 

Hutton’s Vireo. (Vireo huttoni.) 

Fig. 17. 

This species was first described by Mr. Cassin, in 1851, from a 

specimen obtained in Monterey, California; in which State, and
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PLATE CIV. Ochrous-headed Bunting; Baird’s Bunting, or Sparrow. (Centronyx 
ochrocephalus.) 

Gould’s, or Samuel’s Song Sparrow. (AMelospiza melodia, var. gouldii.) a 
ig. 8. 

F Fig. 1. 

2 : e of : This little species was, until lately, considered a very rare oird, 

This variety is a resident of the coast region of California. Its some thirty years having passed since Audubon’s party to the Yel- 
chief distinctive character is its small size. lowstone River—1843—obtained a single specimen. Dr. Coues, 

-| who, in company with Mr. Aiken, took the second specimen, says: 

«‘ Baird’s Bunting is extremely abundant in Dakota, in some 

Heerman’s, or California Song Sparrow. (Melospiza melodia, var. heer- places outnumbering all other birds together. I did not see it 
mani.) immediately along the Red River, but at once encountered it be- 

Fig. a: yond the low Pembina range of mountains, thirty or forty miles 
west of the river, as soon as I came upon the high prairie. This 

This bird is the counterpart of the common Eastern Song Spar- was the second week in July, when I shot some young birds just 

row. It has been found in California as far north as San Fran- fledged, though the great majority were then breeding. In two 
cisco, and to the south and southeast to San Diego, and the Mo- days, July 14 and 15,1 took thirty specimens, and more might 
han river. According to Dr. Cooper, it is found in every locality have been procured; during the summer about seventy-five were 

where there are thickets of low bushes and tall weeds, especially in preserved, showing all stages. Almost without exception my 
the vicinity of water, and, whenever unmolested, it comes about earlier specimens were males, which attracted attention as they sat 

the gardens and houses with all the familiarity of the common singing on the low bushes of the prairie, the females lying con- 

Song Sparrow. cealed in the grass, incubating or attending to the young. The 

song is peculiar, consisting of two or three distinct syllables, in a 

mellow, tinkling tone, running into an indefinite trill; it may be 

Laconte’s Sparrow, or Bunting. (Coturniculus lecontet.) suggested by zip-zip-zip-zr-r-r-r. In their general appearance 

and habits, the birds are so nearly the same as the Savanna Spar- 

ees rows that it was two or three days before I learned to distinguish 

This rare species was procured by Audubon in his expedition to thOGy st gutubot rele: Whey do nak ee tH focks, 1 BREE ee 
the Yellowstone. He speaks of its having very curious notes, sort at colonies ee thee or we eiey es 

which he describes as of a sharp, querulous nature, and a general over the ae PERnEE! AE a and thee eo yeas Dune 
habit o keeping only among the long, slender, green grasses that pairs breeding together. I think it probable that a second brood 

here and there grew up in patches along the margins of the is usually reared each season, as I have shot equally young birds 

creeks. So closely did it keep in the coverts to which it resorted, on ue aparls ser ie dates 6) eae ee 
that it was very difficult to force it to rise on the wing, when only pened ae pecan greatly oe ead fdel oS oe 
it could be procured. young are all on the wing, they associate together with their par- 

ents, in loose straggling troops, mixing freely with the Chestnut- 

collared Buntings and the Sky-larks. Their numbers sensibly 

Kodiak Song Sparrow. (Melospiza melodia, var. insignis.) diminish in September, and they apparently move south during 

the month, as I saw none after the rst of October. In September, 

Fig. 4 in this latitude, there is a good deal of cold weather, and not un- 

5 RE : A frequently a heavy snow-fall, sending the more delicate birds away 

This variety is met with from Kodiak and Oonatashka, and rep- early. The birds feed upon various seeds, as usual, as well as 

resents the extreme extent of the variations of Song Sparrows. upon insects, even sizable grasshoppers, which in this region seem 
to be eaten by almost every bird and animal.” 

5 : Mr. Henshaw, of Wheeler’s expedition of 1873, also discovered 
Mexican Purple Finch. (Cargodacus frontalis, var. hemorrhouse.) this species in Arizona, where he says he found them very nu- 

met merous. 
eM A nest discovered by Mr. Allen, on Big Muddy Creek, Dakota, 

This variety is a resident of the table lands of Mexico. Its was built on the ground, and consisted of grasses and miced: Darks 
habite and characteristics ace similar to the.common’ House-Kinch circularly disposed, about four inches across outside. It contained 

(Carpodacus frontalis), Plate CI, fig. 5, page 148. five fresh eggs, which measured 0.80 by 0.65, of a dull white 

color, irregularly speckled with light reddish-brown. 

Dusky Redpoll Finch. (-Z2gtothus linaria, var. fuscesceus.) 
Sea Shore, San Diego, or Beaked Sparrow. (Passerculus rostratus.) 

Fig. 6. 

This variety, it is thought, is based upon the midsummer plum- ees 

age of the Redpoll Linnet. Plate XLVIII, fig. 9, page 69. The habitat of this quiet and unsuspicious bird is confined to the 

: sea-coast of Southern California. Dr. Heerman first met with it, 

eon : ; : : in 1851, in the neighborhood of San Diego, in company with other 
Brewster’s Linnet, or Finch. (Livota flavirostris, var. berwsteri.) species. Whenever he met with this bird, he found it near low, 

Fig. 7. sandy beaches, and the heavy sedge-grass which abounds on the 

shores, its food consisting of marine insects and seeds thrown 

This bird was lately obtained by Mr. William Brewster, in Wal- up by the tide, the sedge-grass affording them easy and immediate 

tham, Massachusetts. Nothing was observed by him regarding concealment, when alarmed or pursued. Its note consists of a 

its habits. short, sharp chirp.
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concealed, can even be taken with the hand. Its habitat is the 

3 = Kurile, the Aleutian Islands, and Siberia. 
Western Yellow-winged Bunting, or Sparrow. (Coturntculus passerinus, : 

var. perpallidus.) 

Fig. 10. Western Wood Pewee; Short-legged Pewee. (Contopus virens, var. 
richardsoni.) 

This species is the Western variety of our common Yellow- 

winged Sparrow, represented on Plate XLVIII., fig. 3, and de- Fig. 17. 

See Bie Be Lo a Eee eae Mr. Richardson first obtained this species, in the Arctic regions, 

in the neighborhood of the Cumberland House, frequenting the 

shady weeds, near the banks of rivers and lakes. Its range is 

. . poet said to extend as far south as Guatemala, and even Panama, and 

pe er ee reales wee) northward as far as the 6oth parallel of latitude, and from the great 

Fig. 11. plains to the Pacific. This bird is a Western variety of the com- 

mon Wood Pewee (Contopus virens), plate L., fig. 3, page 73. 
This bird is a variety of our common Snow Bird, represented on 

Plate XXXVIII., figs. 5 and 6, and described on page 53. It is 

Bee Beet Uy two white bands across tip of wiediam and greater Coues’ Flycatcher; Mexican Olive-sided Flycatcher. (Conlopus per- 
coverts, and an additional white feather to the tail. tinax.) 

Fig. 18. 

hel lar a i Dr. Coues was the first to discover this species. He met with a 

Fig. 12. young summer resident, at Fort Whipple, Arizona. No mention 
is made in regard to its habits. 

This species was first discovered by Dr. Woodhouse, among the 

San Francisco Mountains, in Arizona. He says: ‘ Its habits ap- 
peared to be very similar to those of the Western Snow Bird, as Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. (Zmpidonax flaviventris.) 

well as those of the common Snow Bird,” referred to in the pre- 

ceding notice. Fig. 19. 

This species is met with in most all parts of North America, and 

Bay-winged Bunting; Grass, or Field Sparrow; Grass Finch; Vesper breeds from the Middle States, where it arrives about the first of 

Bird. (Povecetes gramineus, var. confinis.) May. Northward it is considered a rare bird, and was first ob- : 

tained in Carlisle, Penn. Mr. Maynard obtained it in Massa- 

Fig. 13. chusetts, and, in his valuable work on Taxidermy, says: ‘¢ May 

This species is the Western variety of our common bird, known as eile pa pele areorTES a ee oe avings] ne next 

by the above names, and represented on Plate XLVIIL., fig. 8, BY. © tO0K S1g Dt OF Dot ene a 8 CY ou aco ee aS 
‘ ea E and the roth of June I took two or three more. I do not doubt 

and described on page 84. Its habitat is South into Mexico, from iat inae ceeunedan s : bak bel a: 

the Middle Provinces of the United States. : Se ee ee 
to its low note—which is like the syllable Zea very plaintively 

prolonged—and its retiring habits, I had not detected it before. 

The specimens were all taken in low, swampy thickets, with the 

St. Lucas Sparrow. (Passerculus rostratus, var. guttatus.) exception of the first, which was shot on a tall oak. It keeps 
Says near the ground, is rather shy, and upon the appearance of an in- 

truder, instantly ceases its song. 

So far as known, there has been but one specimen of this bird 

taken. It was met with by Mr. Xantus, at San José, in Lower 

California, in December, 1859, in company with a flock of Sea Acadian, or Small Green-crested Flycatcher. (2mpzdonax acadicus.) 
Shore, or San Diego Sparrows (Passerculus rostratus), repre- 

sented on this plate, fig. 9, which is also a rare species. And as Fig. 20. 

Fe ee rns tee Mabie alate, This species is said to be almost entirely an inhabitant of Eastern 

North America. Wilson found it inhabiting only the deepest soli- 

Aonalaska, or Northwestern Savanna Sparrow. (Passerculus savanna, ay paris af ihe woods, stationed amoug (06 ee 
var, sandwichensis.) tering, at short intervals, a sudden, sharp squeak, heard at con- 

siderable distance through the woods. Avs it flies, it utters a luw, 

Fig. 15. querulous note, which it changes, on alighting, to its usual sharp 

: cry. He also says, it is a rare and very solitary bird, always : 

A Northwestern Coast variety of. our common Savanna Spar- haunting the most gloomy, moist, and unfrequented parts of the 
row, represented on Plate XLIX., fig. 1, and described on page forest, feeding on flying insects, devouring wild bees and huckle- 
69. Its migrations extend from the Columbia River to Russian Herries in theieacon! 

America. According to Mr. Jackson, the nest is generally placed on a 

ie 2 : drooping limb of a bush, or a dogwood tree, at the height of from 

Siberian Finch. (Zeucostécte arctoa.) six to ten feet from the ground. It is never saddled on a limb, 
Fig. 16. like that of a Wood Pewee, neither is it pensile, like those of the 

Vireos, but is built in the fork of a small limb, and securely fast- j 

According to Dr. Cooper, this is a very stupid bird. When pur- ened thereto by a strip of bark. The nest itself is mostly made 

sued, it thrusts its head into a tuft of grass, and, imagining itself of fine strips of bark or weed—stalks woven together without much
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care as to neatness or strength, and so very slight is the structure 

e that you may often count the eggs in the nest from below. Western Slate-cofored Sparrow. Passerella townsendi,va 

Fig. 26. 

Little, or Little Western Flycatcher. (Zmpidonax traillii, var. pustl- The Rocky Mountain regions of the United States is the habitat 

lus.) of this variety or geographical race of Townsend’s Sparrow (Pass- 
Fig. ar erella townsendit), Plate XCIV, fig. 10, page I4r. 

From the high, central plains to the Pacific, thence southward 
into Mexico, is the habitat of this little Flycatcher. It is the west- Ridgeway’s Sparrow. (Zonotrichia leucophrys, var. intermedia.) 
ern variety of Traill’s Flycatcher (Ampidonax trailli’), repre- eee 
sented on Plate L, fig. 4, and described on page 74, its notes and 
its manners being the same. This variety was first met with by Mr. Ridgeway at the Summit 

Meadows, near the summit of Donner Lake Pass of the Sierra 

Nevada, at an altitude of about seven thousand feet, where he 
Cape Cardinal; Fiery Redbird. (Cardinals virginianus, var. igneus.) found it an abundant and characteristic bird. The males were in 

: full song in all parts of the meadow, and were nesting in such 
peiez: numbers that on the evening of July 9, on halting for the night, 

The habits and characteristics of this variety, which is met with te pared search, OMS ceed ee yon pf Ante aes ae at Cape St. Lucas, and in the Colorado Valley, are the same as obtained within about fifteen minutes. In every instance the nests 

those of the common Redbird, or Cardinal Grosbeak (Cardinals eee eee i ee of oe ae para ai ees nd was covered. e birds were extre unsuspicious, 
Cee eee a A, Dae: $580 @, Daze Bt ele often sitting on a bush within a few feet sae cine and 

chanting merrily as the eggs were being blown. He adds that 
Texas Cardinel, (Pyrrhuloats sinucta.) this species is only a winter visitant of the lower country, but is 

there universally distributed and always found in bushy localities. 
Fig. 23. 

This species was originally described as a Mexican bird by Clay Colored Sparrow, or Bunting; Shattuck Bunting. (Spizella pal- 
Prince Charles Lucien Bonaparte, published in the proceedings of Uda.) 
the Zoological Society of London. Since then, it has been dis- 7 
covered to be an inhabitant of the southern central portions of our Bigs 28 
country; its range extending northerly to within the limits of the According to Audubon: ‘* This handsome little species is found 
United States. On the Rio Grande, it is said to be a resident quite abundant throughout the country bordering on the Upper 
most of the year. Its habits and manners are similar to our com- Missouri. It inhabits, with particular partiality, the valleys found 
mon Cardinal Grosbeak, or Redbird (Cardinalis virginianus), here and there along the numerous ravines running from the in- 
represented on Plate XXVIII, figs. 3 and 4, page 31. terior. Its usual demeanor resembles much that of the Chipping 

Bunting (Zmberiza socials), of Wilson, and, like it, it spends 

much of its time in singing its monotonous ditties, while its mate 
Western Nonpareil, or Varied Bunting. (Cyanospiza versécolor.) is engaged in the pleasing task of incubation. When approached, 

= it will dive and conceal itself either amid the low bushes around, 
Me. or will seek a large cluster of wild roses, so abundant in that sec- 

This beautiful bird is confined almost exclusively to Mexico. tion of country, and the fragrance of which will reach the olfactory 

In which country it was met with, in the State of New Leon, by nerve of the traveler or gunner for pany DACes: 
Lieutenant Couch. It is said to be common at Cape St. Lucas, “« The nest of the Shattuck Bunting is usually placed on a small 
where it breeds, and at which place Mr. Xantus found a nest and horizontal branch, seven or eight feet from the ground; and I be- three eggs, on a myrtle hanging down from very high, perpen- lieve it is occasionally placed in the broken and hollow branches 
dicular bluffs, off the Tragoles. of trees. The eggs, four or five in number, are blue, spotted with 

reddish brown toward the large end, and placed in a nest so 

slightly formed of slender grasses circularly lined with horse or 
Brewer's Sparrow. (Spzzella pallida, var. breweri.) cattle hair, so as to resemble as much as possible the nest of the 

species to which it is allied.” 
Fig. 25. 

Mexico, and the southwestern border of the United States, is Crimson, or Red-shouldered Black-bird. (Agelaius phoeniceus, var. gu- 
the habitat of this little Sparrow. According to Mr. Ridgeway, it bernator.) 
is found abundant in all fertile portions, almost exclusively an in- : 
habitant of open situations, such as fields or bushy plains, among pee 
the artemesia especially where it is most numerous, frequenting A Pacific Coast variety of our common Red-winged Black-bird 
alike the valleys and the mountains. Its song, he says, for spright- (Agelaius pheniceus), Plate XXXIII, figs. 2 and 3, page 44. 
liness and vivacity, is not excelled by any other of the North Their habits, notes, and characteristics are similar. 
American /7ingillidae, being inferior only to that of the Chondestes 
gummaca in power and richness, and even excelling it in variety 
and compass. Its song, while possessing all the plaintiveness of Western Meadow, or Old Field Lark. (Sturnella magna, var. neglecta.) 
tone so characteristic of the eastern Field Sparrow, unites to this 2 t js * x A 7 Fig. 30. quality a vivacity and variety fully equaling that of the finest 

; Canary. The nest, which he found early in June, was built in This variety was first made known by Messrs. Lewis and Clark, 
* sage-bushes about three feet from the ground. at the time of their expedition to the Rocky Mountains. In man 

/ 

p
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ners and general habits it is similar to the common Meadow Lark birds appeared to be very active and lively, though less noisy than 

(Sturnella magna), Plate XXIV, page 23. Its striking charac- some other species of the family. Their gay plumage was exhib- 

teristic is its song, which is spoken of as highly musical. ited to great advantage, as they flitted from tree to tree, or dashed 

Mr. Ridgeway, who found this bird very numerous in California, boldly in pursuit of such of their more plainly attired neighbors ar 

and all fertile portions of the interior as far east as the Missouri, ventured to intrude upon their domains. 
says, although closely resembling the eastern bird in appearance, 
its song is totally different, not a note uttered by it having more = d Cc Heri Ui 
than a very distant resemblance to any of the well-known magna Sierra, or Blue-fronted Jay. (Cyanurus stelleri, var. frontalis.) 

of the eastern meadows. In the depth of its tone and the charms Fig. 2. 

of its articulation, its song is hardly excelled, resembling very z = = : 3 ss 

nearly the song of the Wood Three its modulation is best This variety is ay inhabitant of the whole length of the Sierra 
pressed by the syllables zung-tung-tungah-til’ lah-til’lah-tung, each Nevada. Its habits and ce are Vetye Sut aia ice tlie 
note powerful and distinct. He adds that, the difference between Ese Blue Jay (Cyanura cristatus), represented on Plate 
the other notes of the two birds is still greater than in their song, binges ao figs. 3 and 4, page 55; and=those oldie typical binds 
and even in character these are not alike. In the neglecta, the Stellers’ Jay (Cyonupa utellers), tepresented ou= 7 iaie 
call-note of watchfulness or alarm is a loud, deep-toned tuck, sim- got, page ter. 

ilar to the chuck of the Black-bird, but much louder and more me- 

tallic. That of sympathy for the young, or anxiety when the nest Long-crested Jay. (Cyanura stelleri, var. macrolopha.) 
is approached, is a loud, liquid ¢yar, slightly resembling the com- 3 

plaining note of the eastern Black-bird, and also of the Orchard tees: 

Oriole. Their flight is also quite different. That of the eastern This variety, in habits and manners, is similar to the species 

species is carried on by an occasional spasmodic beat or jerk of mentioned above. The Southern Rocky Mountain region is its 
the wings, which are then extended, the bird sailing a short dis- place of habitation. 

tance. The flight of the Western Lark is much more irregular, 

the bird flitting along by a trembling flutter of the wings, never : 
assuming those peculiar features. Sieber’s Jay. (Cyanocttta ultramarina, var. sordida.) 

Fig. 4. i 

Brown, or Crissal Towhee ; Canon Finch. (Pipzlo fuscus, var. crissalis.) Very little is known regarding the habits of this variety. Its 

Tigeat habitat is mostly along the southern borders of Arizona and New 

Mexico. 
This Towhee is met with on the coast of California. Dr. Cooper 

regards it as one of the most abundant and characteristic birds of feta ae 2 we Z 
California, residing in all the lower country west of the Sierras, Linne Hummingbird; Linnaeus Emerald. ( Zhaumatias linet.) 
and extending up the slopes of the Coast Range to the height of Fig. 5. 
three thousand feet. Their habits are similar to those of all other x 5 
species, living much upon the ground, and seeking their food These birds belong to South and Central America, and extend 
among the dead leaves, which they generally resemble in color. their migrations to Guatemala. The species is figured in this 
They have but little song, and only utter a few faint chirps, and work as a member of our North America fauna, althougheitas 
hurried notes, as they sit perched upon some low bush, in the very doubtful if it is entitled to that recognition. It is said that 
spring. Mr. William Brewster shot a specimen in the summer of 1868, 

near Mount Auburn, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Nothing has 

been given to the public as regarding any distinctive habits. 
Cape, or White-throated Towhee. (P2fzlo fuscus, var. albigula.) 

Bigs 33: Heloisa’s Hummingbird. (Aschis heloisa.) 

This variety was first met with by Mr. Xantus, in the southern Fig. 6. 

ou peninsula of Lower California. Nothing is This little Hummer was first discovered by Mr. Delattro, on the 
known in regard to its habits, but is supposed to be similar to highlands of Mexico, between Jalapa and Quatepa. He states 

other species. that the male bird is known to rise very early in the morning, and 
fee ee ge ees is never seen in quest of food later than nine in the forenoon. It 

very seldom goes to any distance from its mate or young, seeming 

to prefer to frequent the flowers in the edge of forests, but does not 
PLATE CV. disdain those of open fields. This bird is accorded a place in the 

Rio Grande, or Green Jay. (Xanthoura incas, var. luxuosa.) list of North American species on the ground of a specimen taken 
by Mr. Clark, at El Paso, Texas. 

Fig. 1. 

This beautiful Jay is a resident of the Valley of the Rio Grande, Xantus’ Hummingbird. (Heliopedica xantust.) 
thence southward into Mexico. It was first described by the French Figg. i 
Naturalist, M. Lessor. Specimens were obtained by Lieutenant 
Couch, on the Rio Grande, at Matamoras, New Leon, and San This distinctly-marked species was discovered by Mr. Xantus, 
Diego, Mexico, who states that its food consists of seeds and in- at Cape St. Lucas. 

sects. Colonel McCall was the first who collected specimens of 
this Species within the limits of the United States. They were Refulgent Hummingbird. (ugenes fulgens.) 
obtained in the forests that border the Rio Grande, on the south- : 
eastern frontier of Texas. They were mated, and had their nests RS 
in the extensive and almost impenetrable thickets of mimosa, com- A new species of Hummingbird, discovered a few years ago, 
monly called chaparral. In character and temperament, these by Mr. H. W. Henshaw. It is a resident of Arizona. 

: 
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Black Swift. (Wephecetes nigar, var. borealis.) Gambel’s, or Western White-crowned Sparrow. (Zoxotrichia leuco- 

Dphrys, var. gambelt.) 
Fig. 9. 

Fig. 14. 

h ve Forth eee eed he West mee te regular Gambel’s Sparrow is the Pacific Coast variety of our common = abitat of this rare species. Its general habits and characteristics : 

are very similar to the Chimney Swift, represented on Plate Sneed SpatoR, dg ey a Ts fig. 7, 
LXXVL., fig. 7, page 118. page, 49. It is found in great abundance from Mexico to the 

Arctic Ocean, between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific. Dr. 

Suckley says, it makes its nest in low bushes, among the stalks 
: : of lupins and other shrub-like weeds. Dr. Cooper describes its 

Pacific Orange-crowned Warbler. (Helminthophaga celata, var. lutes- song - loud, but short and melancholy, heard at ees during 

oe the whole year, and frequently at night. Its food consists almost 
Fig. 10. wholly of seeds, sought mostly on the ground. 

This bird is the Pacific Coast variety of our Common Orange- 

crowned Warbler (Helminthophaga celata), represented on Plate Texas Night-hawk. (Chordedles acutipennts, var. texensis.) 
LXX., fig. 10, page 100. Its migrations are said to extend from F 

Alaska to Cape St. Lucas. Big: 35: 

- The Texas Night-hawk was added to our fauna in 1851, by Mr. 
Lawrence. It is met with in the Valley of the Rio Grande from 

Nevada Finch; Artemisia Sparrow. (Poospiza belli, var. nevadensis.) Texas on the east, through New Mexico, Arizona, Southern Cali- 
Fig. 11. fornia, and Cape St. Lucas. During the summer months it is 

found in the northern provinces of Mexico, thence southward to 
These birds, according to Mr. Ridgeway, have a very general Central America. Dr. Cooper says they become quite numerous 

distribution, extending as far west as the eastern base of the Sierra about Fort Mohave by the 17th of April, hunting in companies 
Nevada. At Carson City, February 27, he heard for the first time after sunset, and hiding during the day on the ground under low 

their sweet, sad chant. A week later, he found the sage-brush bushes. By the 25th of May they had all paired, but continued 
full of these birds, the males being in full song and answering one nearly silent, making only a low croaking when approached. 
another from all directions. In walking through the sage-brush 
these Sparrows were seen on every side, some running upon the 2 a 
ground with their tails elevated, uttering a chipping twitter, as they Western Night-hawk, or Bull-bat. (Chordetles virginanus, var. henryi.) 

sought to conceal themselves behind the shrubs. Some were seen Fig. 16. 
to alight upon the tops of dead stalks, where they sit with their 
tails expanded almost precisely after the manner of the King-bird. This bird is a Western variety of our common typical species 
The song of this bird is feeble, but is unsurpassed for sweetness (represented on Plate LXXII., fig. 16, page 181). It was first de- 
and sadness of tone. While its effect is very like the song of a scribed in 1866, by Mr. Cassin, from specimens obtained by Mr. 
Meadow Lark singing afar off, there is, besides its peculiar sad- Henry at Fort Webster, New Mexico. The habits of these birds 

ness, something quite unique in its modulation and delivery. It is are similar. : 
a chant, in style somewhat like the spring warbling of the Shore 
Lark. See Bell’s Finch (Poospiza bellz), Plate C., fig. 10, page _ ae 
147 Yellow-throated Gray Warbler. (Dendroica dominica, var. albilora.) 

Fig. 17. 

Cassin’s Sparrow, or Pine Finch. (Pexcaa cassini.) The habits and characteristics of this bird are similar to those of 
Wigs a. the Dendroica dominica, represented on Plate V., fig. 7, page 7. 

In summer it migrates from the Mississippi region of the United 
Texas to California, southward to Mexico and north to Kansas, States to Lake Erie, leaving for the Atlantic, thence to Mexico to 

is the range of this species. Its habits, general appearance, nest- winter. 

building and eggs are similar to Bachman’s Finch, represented on 
Plate LXVI., fig. 4, page 95. Mr. Allen met with this bird in Vaux’s, or Oregon Chimney Swift. (Chetura vauxi.) 
Kansas, and says, “it is rather common along the streams, when : 
5 e i 4 Fig. 18. its low but peculiarly sweet song is heard at morning and evening, 

beginning with the first approach of dawn and continuing at even- Vaux’s Swift was first discovered by Mr. Townsend, on the Co- 
ing considerably after nightfall. It is very retiring, and it was lumbia River, breeding in hollow trees, forming a nest in a similar 
only after several attempts that I discovered the author of the sweet manner, and laying four pure white eggs. Its habits are similar 
notes that at these still hours added greatly to the pleasure of camp- to the common Chimney Swift, represented on Plate LXXVI., 
ing on the plains.” fig. 7, page 118. 

Arizona Sparrow or Finch. (Peucea estivalis, var. arizone.) Green Black-capped or Pacific Coast Fly-catcher. (Myzodioctes pusillus, 
: var. pileolatus.) 

Fig. 13. 

This bird is a variety of Bachman’s Finch, represented on Plate Joe 
LXVI., fig. 4, page 95. It is met with in Los Nogales, Sonora, A Pacific Coast variety of our common species, represented on 
and Southern Arizona. Their habits, nesting and eggs are sim- Plate XLVII, fig. 1, page 63. Dr. Suckley found it a very 
ilar. abundant species on the coast, where it frequents thickets and
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small scrab-oak groves, flitting about among the dense foliage fine, slender seed-tops of the secatom or rye-grass, and sometimes 
of bushes and low trees, in a busy and restless manner. Their with a few hairs. It is very deep, and firmly fixed into a fork of 
note he describes as a short chit-chat call. the bush in which it is built. The eggs are of a pale green color, 

and average .73 of an inch in length by .58 in breadth, and are 
unspotted. ¢ 

Ash-throated or Mexican Fly-catcher. (AZyarchus crinitus, var. ciner- 
ascens.) Townsend’s Bunting. (Hzuspiza townsendi.) 

Fig. 20. Fig. 25. 

A Pacific Coast variety of our common Great Crested Fly- A single specimen of this species is known to exist, and is among 
catcher (ALytarchus crinitus), Plate XXXII, fig. 1, page 41. It the collection at the Smithsonian Institute. It was shot by Dr. J. K. 
is a common bird at its extreme northeasterly point, thence south- Townsend, near New Garden, Pennsylvania. He met with it in 
wardly throughout Mexico, as far as Guatemala, westward to the an old field grown up with cedar-bushes, May 11, 1833. It is a 
Pacific Coast. It has been obtained by several naturalists in va- question among our ornithologists, whether this is a distinct species 
rious parts of California. Mr. Ridgeway says, it was most or a variety of the Black-throated Bunting (Zuspiza americana), 
abundant among the oaks of the plains between the Sacramento Plate LVI., fig. 2, page 82. 
river and the Sierra Nevada; but in the wooded river valleys of the 

interior, as well as in the cedar and pifion or mahogany woods on 

the mountains of the latter region, it was also more or less met Cape, or St. Lucas Woodpecker. (Picus scalaris, var, lucasanus.) 
with. In its manner it is described as a counterpart of its eastern Big. 26. 
relation; but its notes, though generally similarin character, have 
not that strength which makes the vociferous screaming whistles This variety is met with at Cape St. Lucas. Its habits are con- 
of the eastern species so noticable. sidered similar to the typical species of the Texan Woodpecker, 

represented on Plate Cl., fig. 2, page 148. 

Couch’s Fly-catcher, or King Bird. (Zyrannus melancholicus, var. 

coucht.) Yellow-faced, Yellow-bellied, or Yellow-vented Woodpecker. (Centurus 
aurifrous.) 

Fig. 21. 

Fig. 27. 
This bird is met with in regions north of Guatemala. 

The Rio Grande region of the United States south into Mexico 

is the residence of this abundant and beautiful Woodpecker. Dr. 
Cassin’s Fly-catcher. (Zyrannus vociferans.) Woodhousesays it has a loud sharp cry, which it utters as it flies 

pipes from tree to tree. He also noticed its habit of diligently searching 
in a manner common to this family on the trunks of the mesquite. 

A common species met with in the southwestern United States, 
thence southward. At Vera Cruz it is known by the name i 
of Portuguéz. Dr. Coues reports it to be an abundant summer Nuttall’s Woodpecker. (Picus nuttalli.) 
resident in Arizona, arriving there in April and remaining until Fig. 28. 
September. Dr. Cooper says, it is a common resident throughout Sree L ? 
the year, in the southern half of California, as far north as Los A California Coast Spee that was first ee with by Dr. Gam- 
Angeles. It begins its song by daylight, and generally from the bel, near Los Angeles, California, who describes it as having the 
top of some high tree. The note is loud and much more musical usual habits of Woodpeckers, familiarly examining the fence-rails 

than those of the other species, and exhibits considerable variety and orchard-trees for its insect-fare. Mr. Ridgeway describes its 
for a bird of this family. Its food consists of insects, which it ae tee REEL, peculiar, the usual one being 3 prolonged querulous 
catches while sitting quietly on a perch. The nest is five and a rattling call, unlike that of any other bird known to him. 
half inches in external diameter, and about ten and a half in 
height. The cavity is three inches wide at the rim. The eggs, Gila Woodpecker, (Centurus uropygialis.) 
two in number, are white, with large, scattered reddish-brown and 

umber blotches; measure .96 of an inch in length and .yo in NES Ee 
breadth. In the valley of the Colorado and Gila is the residence of this 

Lawrence Fly-catcher. (IJyiarchus lawrencei.) bird, which was first discovered by Dr. Kennerly, who met with it 

almost continually along his route, the Big Sandy, Bill Williams 
Fig. 23. Fork, and the Great Colorado. It is a very shy bird, and it gave 

Revere rete: wiht ne Nievion and Cental Amencas tte him considerable trouble to obtain specimens. Whilst seated 
nee ‘ in the top of the tree, it was ever on guard; and, upon the ap- general characters are similar to the Ash-throated or Mexican ent eed : eee oie MAT eeias one ulate: proach of danger, flew away, accompanying its flight with the ut 

y ae P terance of very peculiar notes. Its flight was in an undulating 
line, like that of other birds of this class. 

Rufous-winged Sparrow. (Pencea carpalis.) 

Fig. 24. Williamson’s, or Black-breasted aoe (Sphyrapicus thyroi 
Cus. 

This is a new species discovered by Captain Bendire in Arizona, : 
he reports it rather common in the vicinity of Tucson. Its call Be oe 
note resembled the syllables z7b-z2b-z78. Its nest is usually built The male representation of this species, the female is repre- 
early in June in the small mesquite bushes, sometimes not over six sented on Plate LXXXIX., fig. 2, page 134. It is only a short 
inches, seldom more than four feet, from the ground. The nests time since Mr. Henshaw discovered that these birds are one and 
are composed of fine dry grasses and rootlets, and lined with the the same species. In this connection Dr. Coues says: no point
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in our ornithology could have been more novel and unexpected than will dive, in the course of half a minute, to the distance of two 
was Mr. Henshaw’s announcement of the fact, which he deter- hundred feet. Its flight, too, when it thinks proper to take wing, 
mined beyond reasonable question, that he found the two supposed is tolerably swift; it always proceeds in a straight line, and the 
species paired and rearing a family in the same hole. It is not whirring noise made by the rapid motion of its wings is audible 
uninstructive now to look back upon the history of the supposed at some distance. In its behavior it seems to be the most cir- 
species. In the first place we notice that the two have always been cumspect and the shyest member of the family, and is not easily ap- 
accredited with the same geographical range, and have generally proached, more especially as it generally keeps in open water, 
been found together; at least, most papers containing a notice of where it can see to a distance. If surprised, when in the vicinity 
one, also give the other. Next we observe, in most cases, hesita- of a bed of reeds, it immediately takes refuge among them, 
tion and evident uncertainty in descriptions of the sexual differences but only so long as to enable it again to plunge into deep water; 
of each supposed species, the female of ‘* wr//iamsonz” and the if pursued it immediately dives, and when it comes up again 
male of ‘ thyrocdeus” having been groped for indeed, but not to breath, allows only its beak to appear above the surface, and as 
found. Nor is there, in the fairly large amount of material re- soon as it has taken breath dives again, until it has placed itself 
ceived at the Smithsonian, an unquestionable specimen of the op- quite beyond reach of danger. 
posite sex of either of the supposed species. As indicating how The male and female sit upon the eggs alternately ; but the fe- 
far we may sometimes go astray, these birds have been placed in male has the greater share in the business of incubation, the male 
several different genera, so widely have the sexes of one species often swimming around the place, apparently for the purpose 
been dissociated; while the biographical notices which have ap- of keeping her company. Should, however, both be obliged to 
peared are not entirely concordant, showing how much our written leave the nest at the same time, they carefully cover the eggs with 
history of living birds may be tempered by evidently fortuitous cir- a mass of half rotten water-plants, brought up from the bottom for 
cumstances of observation, or transient impressions of an observer. the purpose. In about three weeks the young are hatched, even 

e from eggs which during a great part of the time have been lying 
in the water. From the first moment they are able to swim, and 

Red-naped, Yellow-bellied, or Nuchal Woodpecker. (Sphyrapicus varius, in the course of a few days to dive; they are, however, con- 

Ras echas:) stantly accompanied by their parents, who often give them shelter 

Fig. 31. under their wings. Having once quitted the nest, the young ones 

A variety that is met with in the middle provinces of the United 28 ie ee aoe a co ee 
States. Its habits are very similar to the typical bird Sphysopicus 
varius, Plate IX., figs. 3 and 4, page 10. Mr. Ridgeway found it 

a very abundant species of the Wahsatch and Uintah Mountains. Horned Grebe. (Podiceps cornutus.) 
It was also found, in greater or less numbers, throughout the Great = 

Basin, and one specimen was seen on the eastern Sierra Nevada. ae 
Its favorite resort, during summer, was the aspen groves in the The Horned Grebe is a common species to North America, as 
mountains, at an altitude averaging about seven thousand feet; well as Europe and Asia. 

and even when pine woods were near the aspens were invariably Dr. Kennerly’s manuscript contains the annexed observations in 
chosen as nesting places. In winter it was found among the cot- regard to the Western Grebe and the Horned Grebe: 

tonwoods and willows of the river valleys. ‘« This species, and the Podiceps cornutus, are very common on 
Puget’s Sound. They are rather more rare during the summer 

= : ; months than in the autumn and winter. During the latter seasons 
Arizona Ultramarine Jay. (Aphelocoma ultramarina.) they may almost always be found—two, rarely more, in com 

Fig. 32. pany—coasting near the shore, diving rapidly in search of food. 

: ae When desirous of descending beneath the water, they seem to raise 
, The above name has been given to two varieties of the Canada themselves partially from the surface, and describing as they 

Jay, one of which was from Alaska and the other from the descend, almost a perfect arc of a circle. Few birds are more 
Rocky Mountains. graceful on the water than these interesting species; and it has 

afforded us many moments of real enjoyment to watch them glid- 

ing rapidly and smoothly over its surface, or performing in rapid 

succession their graceful curves as they disappear beneath its sur- 

PLATE CVI. face. They do not often take to wing, relying more on their pow- 
ers of swimming and diving as a means of escape from enemies; 

E Crested Grebe. (Podsceps cristatus.) when they do fly, they rise very awkardly from the water, often 
Fig. 1. for a long distance dragging their dangling legs before they suc- 

ceed, and often, under such circumstances, abandoning the effort, 
f This stately bird is a general inhabitant of North America; also they stop and suddenly disappear beneath the surface. They fol- 

: of Europe and other parts of the Old World; in fact, wherever low up the streams emptying into the Sound for long distances, 
; suitable pieces of water exist this bird is to be met with. Accord- many of them spending their summer on the lakes far inland, in 

ing to Behm, these birds, in early spring, make their appearance in the neighborhood of which they probably breed with the Large 
e pairs, but towards the autumn large parties of them may be seen Loon (C. torguatus). I have often seen large flocks of them 

: together, consisting of fifty or sixty individuals, who keep com- on Chiloweyuck Lake from August to September, and perhaps 
fe pany with each other during their migration southward. In their later.” 
: migrations it is generally understood that these birds only travel 

by night, and that wherever large lakes or rivers are to be found, St. Domingo Grebe. (Podiceps dominicus.) 

as also along the sea-coast, they make their way principally by ee 

; swimming. During the summer season the Crested Grebe takes oe 
up its abode on extensive lakes, where reeds and other water This species, according to the latest information, is an inhabit- 

plants are abundant. Their powers of swimming and diving are ant of our Southern border, and is the only North American rep- 

quite wonderful. According to Nauman’s observations, this Grebe resentative of the group.
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Dab-chick ; Pied-billed Grebe; Dipper; Diedapper. (Podilimbus pod:- Black-throated Diver. (Colymbus arcticus.) 

oe) Fig. 10. 
Fig. 4. 

The Black-throated Diver is an inhabitant of the northern hemi- 
This well-marked bird is abundant throughout North America, sphere. It is smaller than the preceding, but very much like it in 

in the places that Grebes are usually met with. its colors and markings. Mr. Dunn, who observed these birds in 
Norway, writes that the eggs have a rank fishy taste, but are much 

American Eared Grebe. (Podiceps auritus.’ sought after by the Lapps. After the young are hatched, both 
male and female are very assiduous in bringing them food, and 

aa may be seen flying at a vast height, with fish in their beaks, from 

In western Arctic America and in winter in the Pacific States one lake to another; on arriving Over the lake where they intend 
this species is common. Dr. Coues saw the species alive in South- to alight, they descend very suddenly in an oblique direction. Their 
ern California, where he found it to be very common, both on the cries are very peculiar during the breeding season, and may be 
waters of the bay of San Pedro and in the sloughs back of the heard at a great distance. The voice is said to be very melan- 
coast. They were of course in immature dress, the season being choly, and to resemble the cry of a human being in distress. 
November. During the past year he was pleased to find the birds 
breeding, in pools about Turtle Mountain, with various other water- Fork-tailed Petrel. (Oceanodroma furcata.) 
fowl. This is apparently the northeasternmost point at which the 
species has been observed. Visiting this locality in July, he was Fig. 11. 
too late for eggs, for the young were already swimming, and, in 
most cases, fledged. The birds were very common, rather more ; : 
so than P. eas with which they were associated. Many Hornky's Estrols «(One 
specimens were secured in their full nuptial dress. The change Fig. 12. 
begins in August, but it is not completed until well into the follow- 
ing month, as traces of the breeding plumage persist several weeks 
after it has grown faded and obscure. On the breeding grounds, Ashby Patrel, (Cynochora’ a 
as just said, the Eared Grebes were more plentiful than the Horned, Fig. 13. 
since a majority of the latter breed further north; but upon the mi- 

gration, when these come south, the proportion is reversed. Both Black Petrel. (Cymochorea melania.) 
species were to be seen together upon all the water-courses of 
Northern Dakota when he left the country in the middle of October. Fig. 14. 
He saw nothing notably different in their general habits. 

Wedge-tailed, or Least Petrel. (Halocyptena microsoma.) 
Red-necked Grebe. (Podiceps griseigena.) iee 

Fig. 6. 

The habitat of this species is Greenland and America, a fact Leach’s Petrel. (Cymochorea leucorrhoa.) 
that has been established by Dr. Coues. It was formerly consid- Fig. 18. 
ered identical with that of the Old World. 

5 ‘ Petrels, Swallow Petrels, or Storm-birds are distinguishable from 
ENR ie roan) all other birds by the circumstance that their mane are repre- 

Fig. 7. sented hy horny tubes, situated upon the upper beak. Nuttall says 
of them, they are oceanic birds, wandering out far from the land 

; z a E as nearly at all seasons of the year, and are found in all parts of the Clark’s Western Grebe. (Podiceps occidentalis, var. clarkii.) Re Their flight is cea like thar ofthe alee aa iis 

Fig. 8. so much resemble in general appearance; they fly low, skimming 
Both of these birds are met with west of the Rocky Mountains. the water, and attentively scanning its surface for their diminutive 

They are considered the largest Grebes of this country. Dr. Coues prey of mamiag oe oe ee ahey ventas an at 
observed them frequently on the California coast, at San Pedro, in all Mines at the day cee ai — maces ae and Glow he November, when they were common on the waters of the harbor, wakes of vessels partly for the animal productions which are thus 

with the Pacific Diver, Cormorants, and numerous other water- SHAS: ee See Bag Hos bee for the fat and other animal 
fowl. They are fine-looking birds on the water, have a trim and fees ICE Ste ‘ooeanipnaly ejected trom, the = ey 
shapely aspect, like a clipper ship, while their long sinuous neck is weather they <a ae ae from. the Winter 
held in a graceful curve, or variously deflected to either side. A ereuen the walleye of the Senay Wa They ai ee oe 
specimen which he opened had the stomach filled with a kind of mpping ae Me enn ae the wale, ce eagerly ouahee? - 
aquatic grass. The birds were not very shy and several were oa Te pares 52S: oo oe oe : : . : a z Cc ‘Se readily procured, notwithstanding their great powers of diving. la aes ae “tip ee heaue oe ie eae sed ieegh 

they swim and rest upon that element at night and in fine weather, 
Yellow-billed Loon. (Colymbus torquatus, var. adamsit.) they are incapable of diving. Their voice is low, gutteral, and 

Figo: somewhat chattering, particularly at night and during clear 
weather. They breed in society near the sea, selecting for their 

Alaska and the interior of Arctic America is the residence of nests the holes and cavities of rocks, which they sometimes bur- 
this species. It is similar in appearance, with the exception of the row out for themselves, but often make use of the deserted resorts 
bill, to the Great Northern Diver Loon, Plate XIV., fig. 1, page 14. of other hiding animals; the eggs are one or two, and they feed
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their young by disgorging food; at these times, and on other oc- The Pacific Fulmar is a North Pacific coast variety of the Ful- 
casions, they are observed to hide themselves by day, and sally mar (Yulmarus glacialis), represented on Plate LXXV., fig. 6, 
out towards twilight in pursuit of their prey. They are, however, page 116, has a weaker bill and is darker on the mantle. 
by no means nocturnal when at sea, and are seen alike in fair or Rodger’s Fulmar is also a North Pacific coast variety of the 
foul weather, but scarcely follow vessels but in breezes, as their own Fulmar just mentioned. Its mantle being still darker than the 
ordinary resources for obtaining food are equally productive in variety Pacific Fulmar. 
calm weather. The Slender-billed Fulmar is a casual visitor to the Pacific coast. 

The Fork-tailed Petrel is an inhabitant of North Pacific coast. 
Hornby’s Petrel is an inhabitant of the Northwest coast. Mp 
The Ashy Petrel is met with on the California coast. Cinereous Puffin, or Sheerwater. (Pufinus kuhliz.) 
The Black Petrel is also an inhabitant of the coast of California. Fig. 4. 
The Wedge-tailed, or Least Petrel has been found in Lower 

rae os ; Pehelic commana: both Goaste, Dusky Puffin, Sheerwater, or Petrel. (Pzfinus obscurus.) ; 

Fig. 5. 

. Ruff. (Philomachus pugnax.) 

a Greater, or Wandering Puffin, or Sheerwater. (Pufinus major.) 

Fig. 6. 
This bird, originally a native of the northern portion of the 

Eastern hemisphere, is occasionally met with on the New England : 
coast, and in the Middle States. In the old world it is a widely Flesh-footed Puffin, or Sheerwater. (Pufinus creatopus.) 
distributed species, and is particularly noted for its pugnacity. Fig. 10. 
Nauman says, that this species never remains near or ventures 
into the water, but after joining in the busy scene for a short time, 
always returns to its usual haunts. Unlike other Sandpipers, these Black-tailed Puffin, or Sheorwater. (Pujinus melanurus.) 
birds are met with far inland, where they not only dwell upon the Fig. 11. 
banks of rivers, but wander into the plains and cultivated districts. 
Water insects, beetles, and worms, with seeds of many kinds, af- Sooty Puffin, or Sheerwater. (Pufinus fuliginosus.) 
ford them the means of subsistence, and for these they seek prin- 
cipally at early morning or evening, visiting certain spots with Fig. 12. 
great regularity, and keeping strictly within a limited hunting : 

F ground. Whilst thus engaged they move leisurely, and with con- Manks Puffin, or Sheerwater. (Pufinus anglorum.) 
scious dignity, keeping steadily and quietly at work, and only be- ir 
traying their presence by a weak hoarse cry, as they rise with light Mig. 13: 
and hovering wing into the air. 

Black-vented Puffin, or Sheerwater. (Pufinus opisthomelas.) 

Solitary Tattler, Wood Tattler, or Sandpiper. (Zotanus solitarius.) Fig. 14. 

Fig. 17. 

Dark-bodied Puffin, or Sheerwater. (Pufinus amaurosoma.) 
This species is abundantly to be met with during the migration d : : . Fig. 15. season, spring and fall, in most all wet woods, moist meadows and 

secluded pools. Its breeding places are usually found in the moun- 
tainous portions of the United States and northward. Their food Slender-billed Puffin, or Sheerwater. (Pufinus tenutrostris.) 
consists of aquatic insects of all sorts, thin worms, grubs, and at : 

. : Fig. 16. 
times the smaller sorts of molluscs, also sand and gravel to assist 
digestion. The note of this bird, when alarmed, consists of a low Puffins, or Sheerwaters are met with in most all parts of the 
whistle, uttered as they fly off. Old as well as the New World, and like the Stormy, or Swallow 

Petrels, or Fulmars, live almost wholly out at sea. Their chief 

eget characteristic, and for which they are distinguished, consists of 

their power of diving to obtain food, which consists of fishes and 

molluscous animals. They are also distinguishable from all their 
Phat eV i. allies by the violence of their flight. They visit the land for the 

Pacific Fulmar. (udmarus glacialis, var. pacificus.) purpose of hatching and rearing their young, during which time 

; they are usually met with in such vast numbers as to almost cover 

EAB h: the rocks on which they build. At other times they are met with 

in flocks of from six to twelve. 

Rodger’s Fulmar. (7udmarius glacialis, var. rodgeré.) The Cinereous Sheerwater is a bird lately introduced to our 

' North American fauna. It is a common species of the North 
: ee Atlantic. 
§ The Dusky Sheerwater, a common species of the South Atlan- 
‘ Slender-billed Fulmar. (Z7/marius tennerostris.) tic coast, as far as the Middle States. 
x = The Great, or Wandering Sheerwater, is an abundant species, 
e pee: met with on the whole extent of the Atlantic coast. 
: The habits and characteristics of these birds are similar to those The Flesh-footed Sheerwater has been met with at St. Nicholas 
s of the Petrels, figures 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, mentioned on Plate Island, California. 
@ CVI1., page 160, and of the Fulmar represented on Plate LXXV., The Black-tailed Sheerwater is met with off the coast of Cali- 

fig. 6, page 116. fornia.
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The Sooty Sheerwater is a common species of the North Atlan- do resemble it while young, it is now known to be a distinct species. 

tic, thence south to the Carolinas. When in full plumage it very much resembles the Painted Goose 

Manks Sheerwater is a common and distinctly marked species —figure 1 of this Plate. The Blue Goose is considered to be an 

of the North Atlantic coast. inhabitant of North America, with an apparently general distribu- 

The Black-vented Sheerwater is a Cape St. Lucas species. tion along our coast and rivers. 

The Dark-bodied Sheerwater is also a Cape St. Lucas species. 

The Slender-billed Sheerwater is a species of the North Pacific Spectacled Eider, (Somateria fischeri.) 

coast. 
Fig. 3. 

Pintato Petrel, or Cape Pigeon. (Daftcon capensis.) 
: This well-marked Eider or Duck is a resident along the North- 

Fig. 7- west coast, and is claimed to be a common bird about St. Michaels. 

This species is accidental to the coast of California. Gould says, Although the name of these Ducks is supposed to be derived from 
this Martin among the Petrels swims lightly; but it rarely exer- the river Eider, they are in reality seldom found south of the 63d 
cises natatorial power, except to procure food, in pursuit of which degree of north latitude. é They are strictly sea birds; their walk 
it occasionally dives for a moment or two. Nothing can be more upon dry land is made with extreme difficulty ; often as they wad- 
graceful than its motions when on the wing, with the neck short- dle along they stumble and fall down flat on the ground. 
ened and the legs entirely hidden among the feathers of the under 
tail covers. Like the other Petrels it ejects, when irritated, an Parasitic, or Richardson’s Jager. (Stercorarius parasiticus.) 
oily fluid from the mouth. Its feeble note of ‘cac, cac, cac, cac,’ is : 

frequently uttered; the third, according to Captain Hutton, being EBSA: 

pronounced the quickest. The coasts and rocky reefs of the Arctic regions of both hemi- 
spheres is the habitat of this bird, from which it often extends its 

Wilson’s Petrel. (Oceanites oceantca.) migrations, for weeks at a time, far out of sight of land. During 
its flight, it frequently skims along like a Falcon, at one time giv- 

ae: ing a few rapid strokes with its wings, then sweeping onward to a 
Wilson’s Petrel is a common Atlantic Coast species. Its habits considerable distance, somewhat after the manner of a kite; sud- 

are similar to the Petrels represented on Plate CVI. denly, however, it seems to shiver, or rapidly shake its wings, and 

precipitates itself downward, describing a sort of arch, mounts up 

again, and immediately adopts a course made up of an alternation 
Aleutian Tern, (Sterna aleutia.) of larger and smaller arches joined beneath each other. Its cry re- 

ul sembles that of a Peacock. 
Fig. 9. 

This is a rare species; at present only four are known. They . ; ‘ ay3 
7 « (Somat lis. 

were taken off the Aleutian Islands. King Eber, oF Dutt (Se 
Fig. 5. 

Black-capped Petrel. (2strelata hasitata.) The King Eider, another of these valuable sea-birds, is met 
: along the coast of northern North America, south to the State of 

We 7 New Jersey, and as far in the interior as Lake Erie. According 

This bird has habits similar to the Petrels represented on Plate to Sir J. C. Ross, vast numbers of this beautiful duck pee 
CVI. It is only occasionally met with on the Atlantic Coast. annually to the shores and islands of the arctic region, in the 

breeding season, and have, on many occasions, afforded a val- 

uable and salutary supply of fresh provision to the crews of the 

Knob-billed, or Least Auk. (S:morhynchus pusillus.) vessels employed on those seas. They do not retire far to the 

aoe south in the winter, but assemble in large flocks, the males by 

eae themselves, and the females with their young brood, are often met 

This well-marked little Auk is considered the smallest of our in- with in the Atlantic Ocean, far distant from any land, where the 
teresting sea birds. It is easily recognized by the black plumage numerous crustaceans and other marine animals afford them 
on its upper parts and the pure white on the under parts, and by abundance of food. 
having white scapulars. It is met with on the Northwestern coast 

of North America. Thick-billed, or Brunnich’s Guillemot. (Lomvia arra.) 
ee ge 

Fig. 6. 

PLATE CVIII. Sooty Guillemot. (Ura caréo.) 

Painted Goose; Emperor Goose. (Phdlacte canagica.) SE 

Pe Pigeon Guillemot. (Uria columba.) 
A species that is quite common at the mouth of the Tukon, on Fig. 8. 

the Northwest coast of the United States. 

Kittlitz’s Guillemot, or Murrelet. (Brachyramphus hittlitzi#.) 

Blue Goose. (Azser caerulescens.) a 
Fig. 9. 

Fig. 2. 

This species for a long time has been supposed to be the young | Temminok’s Guillemot. .(Syxthiiboramphus wurmtzuenme.) 
of the common Snow Goose (Anser hyperboreus). Whilst they Fig. to.
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Figure 17 represents the Horned Puffin (Pratercuta corniculata), 

Black-throated Guillemot. (Synthliborhamphus antiquus.) which is also similar in its habits and is met with on the same 

ocean. 
f Fig. 11. : 

Guillemots are another group of birds that pass most of their 

time upon the ocean; visiting land very seldom, except when the PLATE CIX. 
; time of incubation arrives. When on land their walk resembles 

dancing. They do not fear man, as he seldom visits their wild Red-billed Pigeon or Dove, (Columba flavirostris.) 
resorts; but should a Falcon or an Eagle make its appearance Figs 

: thousands of them at once take wing, and hastily retreat to some 

place of safety. The countless pairs of which the vast assembly This handsome Dove is a resident of the Lower Rio Grande 

of these birds consist, exhibit the utmost constancy and attachment, River, and is also found on and near the Gulf coast of Mexico and 

and may be seen, before the eggs are laid, keeping constantly to- Central America. They are said to be secluded in their habits and 
gether, caressing each other with their beaks, and evincing the to have a very rapid flight. 

greatest affection. 

Figure 2, on plate LXXV., is a representation of the Common White-Winged Dove. (Jélopeieta leveoptera.) 

or Foolish Guillemot (Urza trocle), and on page 115 appears an 

account, to which the reader is referred for a more detailed refer- Fig. 2. 

ee. od Guillemot, is a resident of the he gitpaien oF ee eae epee ae ae 

North Atlantic, Arctic, and Pacific coasts, south to New Jersey wee ee cs pe = 
Ba Chlifeenin: and Texas, south through Mexico to Central America, Cuba and 

Piel e eC ilcmot is a resident of the North Pacific. Jamaica. Its food consists principally of grain and seeds, and it 

The Pigeon Guillemot is also a resident of the North Pacific eee fone - ee shen ” tire appronen Ot @ perenne 
Geen first quite wild, but with a little care they soon become tame. Its 

Kittlitz’s Guillemot, or Murrelet, is said to be a resident of the peeee white, of equal sixe a} either ert un-cralim shaper aug 
NSIC DE GRE Ocean, measure 1.25 inches by .92. 

Temminck’s Guillemot is an extensive and numerous inhabitant 
of the whole of the Pacific coast to Cape St. Lucas. Band-tailed Pigeon. (Columba fasciata.) 

The Black-throated Guillemot is a handsome bird of the North Fig. 3 
Pacific. 

j . j The residence of this pigeon is in the Rocky Mountains, thence 
Whiskered Auk. (Simorhynchus camtschaticus.) to the Pacific Ocean and southward to South America. 

Fig. 12. Dr. George Suckley, whose opportunities of investigation were 

excellent, has left the following record: ‘* The Band-tailed Pigeon 

: : is a very common bird in Washington Territory, especially west 

re ee ot ietatetius:) of the daca Mountains; I saw oe one dace oneine five 

Fig. 13. individuals, east of those mountains. In 1856 the first birds of 

this species that arrived in the spring made their appearance about 
pares May 15, which is the customary time every year for their arrival. 

Batrot spots harroquet Auk (ZAalantsrpststacula:) One or two individuals are first seen, and within two or three days 

Fig. 14. thereafter the main body of the migration follows. A small num- 

ber remain throughout the summer and breed; the rest retire fur- 

ther north. Those that remain generally make their nests in thick 
Horn-billed Auk. (Ceratorhyna monocerata.) fir-forests, near water. They subsist during the summer on wild 

Fig. 15. cherries and other berries, and later in the season, since the coun- 

try has become settled, upon grain. About the first week in Sep- 

tember large flocks congregate in stubble-fields in the vicinity of 

Little Auk: Sea Dove, or Dovekie. (Mergulus alle.) Fort Steilacoom, and for two or three weeks thereafter their num- 
Fig. 18. bers are daily augmented by arrivals from the north. Some flocks 

of these Pigeons, that I saw in September, must have contained at 

Auks, in their habits and modes of life, closely resemble the least one thousand individuals. Iam told that in the cultivated 
: Guillemots represented on this plate. districts on the Cowlitz River, at the same season, they are in still 

The Whiskered Auk, the Crested Auk, and the Parrot, or Par- greater numbers. By the 5th of October, of the year 1856, all had 
roquet Auk, are inhabitants of the North Pacific Ocean. suddenly disappeared, with the exception of a few stragglers, gen- 

The Horn-billed Auk is met with on the Pacific Ocean, in Cali- erally young birds. In flying, the flocks, I think, are not quite so 

fornia. : : eis compactly crowded as those of the Passenger Pigeon. During the 
The Litte Auk is met with, in great numbers, along the coast summer, while breeding, their cooing can be heard a long distance. 

of the North Atlantic, and in winter as far south as New Jersey The name of this bird in the Nisqually language is ‘ hubboh,’ a 

and to Florida. good imitation of its calls. . . . . In autumn these birds are 
: in excellent order for the table; indeed, I prefer them to the Wild 

f < ” 
Large-billed Puffin. (7ratercula arcticus, var. glacialis.) Pigeon of the Atlantic-States. 

Fig. 16. . 
9 Yellow Wagtail. (Budytes flava.) 
E This Puffin is a resident of the Arctic Coast and is a variety of = 

: the common Puffin, Sea Parrot, or Coulterneb (Fratercula arcts- eae 

| cus), Plate LXXV., fig. 4, page 115, Its habits are similar. This is an extensive and well-known European species, which
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was entirely unknown to this country until the recent discovery of of escape than on its wings. It runs very rapidly, but seldom was 

the bird by Dr. Bannister, at St. Michael’s, Alaska, on the 9th and it noticed to hide and remain close in the grass or bushes in the 

Ioth of June; and from that until late in August they were among manner of the eastern Quail. 

the most abundant of the land-birds. During the month of June 

he observed them in flocks of twenty or thirty individuals. It : : = 
seemed to be rather a shy bird. He described its flight as like that Scaled or Blue Partridge or Quail. (Callipepla sguamata.) 

of our common Goldfinch, rising with a few strokes of its wings, Fig. 9. 
then closing them and describing a sort of paraboloidal curve in : : i 

the air. The only note which he heard and identified as uttered Col. McCall gives the entire valley of the Rio Grande as the 
by this species was a kind of faint chirp, hardly to be called a habitat of this species. The entire region, embracing in its stretch 

song. These birds seemed to prefer the open country, and were between the Rocky Mountains and the Gulf of Mexico every va- 

rarely observed in the low brush, the only approach to woods found ey of climate. This entire region, not excepting even the moun- 
oneheasland: tain valleys covered in winter with deep snow, is inhabited by it. 

Wherever found they were able to endure the great extremes of 

heat and cold. When running they hold their heads high and 
White-tailed Grouse ; Ptarmigan. (Lagopus leucurus.) keep the body erect, and seem to skim over the surface of the 

Fig ground, their white plume erected and spread out like a fan. 

Don Pablo de la Llave, a Mexican naturalist, says of this spe- 
This species, it is said, has the same habits as other Ptarmigans, cies, that he attempted its domestication in vain. In confinement 

and is a resident of the snowy peaks near the mouth of the Co- it was very timid, all its movements were rapid, and, although he 

lumbia, as well as the lofty ridges of the Rocky Mountains. Spe- fed his specimens for a long time each day, they seemed to become 
cimens of this bird have been found by Messrs. Drumond and more wild and intractable. He met with the bird in all the mes- 
MacPherson on the Rocky Mountains; the first obtained his in quite regions of Northern Mexico. Their note, according to Mr. 
the 54th parallel, the latter on the same chain nine degrees farther Clark, is very peculiar, and when first heard suggested to him the 
south. cry of some species of squirrel. 

Rock Grouse, or Ptarmigan. (Zagopus rupestris.) 

Fig. 6. Carolina Parrakeet, or Parrot; Illinois Parrot. (Cosurus carolinensts.) 

: ce : : : a Fig. 10. Arctic America is the habitat of this beautiful Grouse. It is nu- 

merous, says Hutchins, at the two extremes of Hudson’s Bay, but This beautiful bird, once so numerous, is now restricted to the 
does not appear at the middle settlements of York and Severn ex- Southern Atlantic and Gulf States; at times it extends. its migra- 
cept in very severe seasons, when the Willow Grouse are scarce ; tions up the Mississippi valley as far as to the Missouri, the Great 
and Captain Sabine informed Richardson that they abounded on Lakes, and Wisconsin. In Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, and the 
Melville Island, latitude 75°, in the summer. They arrived there Indian Territory, they are found quite abundant. Mr. Allen says, 
in their snow-white winter dress about the twelfth of May. By in reference to their abundance in Florida: 
the end of the month the females had begun to assume their col- ‘¢ Hundreds are captured every winter on the Lower St. Johns, 
ored plumage, which was completed by the first week in June, by professional bird-catchers, and sent to northern cities. ‘Thou- 
when the change in the plumage had only just commenced in the sands of others are destroyed wantonly by sportsmen. Concern- 
males. Some of the latter were found as late as the middle of ing this needless slaughter, Mr. Boardman thus writes; ‘ The little 
June in their unaltered winter plumage. This Grouse was also Parrakeet must soon be exterminated. Some of our Enterprise 
found on the Melville peninsula and the Barren Grounds, rarely party would sometimes shoot forty or fifty at a few discharges, for 
going farther south, even in the winter, than latitude 53° in the in- sport, as they hover about when any are shot till the whole flock is 
terior, but, on the coast of Hudson’s Bay, descending to latitude destroyed.’ From its habit of feeding upon the tender maize in 
58°, and in severe seasons still farther to the southward. In its autumn, it is somewhat injurious to the farmer, and for this cause, 
general manners and mode of living it is said to resemble the a@/- also, many are killed. It is also more or less hunted as a game 
bus (Willow Ptarmigan), Plate XCVI., fig. 2, page 143, but does bird. It is well known that the Parrakeet formerly inhabited large 
not retire so far into the wooded country in the winter. portions of the United States where it is now never seen, and the 

cause of its disappearance has been deemed a mystery. Such ’ 
F 5 ata Are : facts as these, however, seem to render clear what its ultimate fate 

Florida Quail. (Ortyx virginianus, var. floridanus.) must be in the United States extermination]? 

Fig. 7. 

This Quail is a Florida variety of our common Quail, or Bob Gilded Woodpecker ; Cape Flicker. (Colafées chrysoides.) 
White, represented on Plate XXVII, page 28. Fig. 1 

i ith i radi ] 
Gambel’s Partridge, or Quail; Arizona Quail. (Zophortyx gambeli.) Pte ia Wee eee Pag poe ees 

Fig. 8. specimens of this species at Ft. Mohan, found them feeding on 
co : Fi sas rvze and insects among the poplar-trees, and says they were very 

This is an abundant and beautiful species, inhabiting the wooded ue and wary. It is abeotant at Cane St. ie eee Euan 
and well-watered regions of the mountains and valleys of New it is usual in valleys, very seldom on mountains. 
Mexico and Arizona. Dr. Kennedy found it in great numbers 2 
during the march of his party up the Rio Grande. Large flocks 
were continually crossing the road before them, or were seen hud- Audubon’s Oriole. (Zcterus melanocephalus, var. auduboni.) 

dled together under a bush. He again met with them in great Fi 
= = ‘ig. 12. 

numbers along the stream named Partridge Creek, and so contin- 
ued to occasionally meet with them until he reached the Great This pretty little Oriole, which is a late addition to our list of 
Colorado. When pursued, it depends more on its feet as a mode North American species, is met with in the valley of the Lower
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- Rio Grande, in the State of Texas, thence extending southward. on Plate LXVII, fig. 2, page 96. Its migrations extending from 

Lt. Couch found this Oriole to be quite common on the Lower Rio the Columbia River to Sitka. In all its essential features, habits, 
Grande. He describes its song as soft and melancholy, and the and characteristics, it closely resembles the typical bird. 
notes resembling pewt-pou-7t. Mr. Clark, who also obtained sev- 
eral specimens from the Lower Rio Grande, found it abundant at E 
Ringgold Barracks. Its quiet manners and secluded habits pre- Fish Crow. (Corvus ossifragus.) 
vented it from being very conspicuous. It was frequently observed Fig. 16. 
by him feeding on the fruit of the hackberry, but whenever ap- z . 
proached, while thus feeding, it always showed signs of uneasi- 3 This crow is mostly confined to the coast, and to the banks of 
ness, and soon after sought refuge in some place of greater con- rivers branching therefrom, along its length from the New England 

cealment. States to Florida. Its habits differ in some respects to the Com- 
mon Crow. Dr. Coues found it to be an abundant resident in the 
District of Columbia throughout the year, and noticed that it was 

Great-tailed, or Central American Grackle. (Qudscalus major, Var. ma- less wary and suspicious than the Common Crow, and more con- 

re fined to the borders of rivers. It is also believed to be more harm- 
Fig. 13. less, and its destruction of reptiles and vermin causes it to be con- 

- wot 5 F sidered a beneficial bird. According to Wilson, its voice is more 
x es ane — ee Sey a aie ERee hoarse and gutteral, and also more waded in its modulations. This 

os: Die a aye its es el peu 3 Mexico, odes Crow was also seen to perch frequently on the backs of cattle, in 
a te quite a8 ae Eales es a Aca- the manner of the Jackdaw of Europe. He never saw it mingle 
pulco; as Zupate. It Dyes upon grain, mostly corn, devouring the with the Common Crow, nor like it roost among the reeds and 
Piero Cesreyne the crops. Mr. Taylor found them marshes near the water, but always seeks the shelter of the woods, 
common about the villages in Honduras, and that they appeared in which to pass the night. 
to be polygamous, the males being generally attended by several 

females, and usually were seen sitting on the roofs of the houses, 

; or among the upper branches of some orange trees that grew in Florida Crow. (Corvus americanus, var. floridanus.) 
the yard. Their peculiar cry was not unlike the noise produced by 
the sharpening of a saw. Fig! 17: 

r aS s This variety, so far as known, has a local habitation on the south- 
ries Bitorachan - Pietcareus columbianus.) ern pateadla or the State of Florida. Dr. Cooper mentions it as 

Fig. 14. very common, and as being quite maritime in its habits, and as 

g . having full fledged young on the 20th of April. It is very likel 
oe mange a oe onend a pie Wey caninine te that the abies of ihis vate are stuntlarts those of the typical 

the Pacific. According to Dr. Coues, it rarely descends below an bird. 
altitude of three thousand feet, and has been observed on peaks 
ten thousand feet high. A hardy bird, finding its food at all seas- Missouri Skylark; Sprague’s Pipit. (Veocorys spraguei.) 
ons. Again, he says: E wise 

‘« Like others of this omnivorous family, Clarke’s Crow is an eae 
. indiscriminate feeder upon vegetable substances, giving preference, This remarkable little singer is supposed to be confined to the 

however, to the seeds of the pine, berries of the cedar, and acorns. Upper Missouri region, thence east to the Red River, and fora 
Prying into a pine-cone with its long and peculiarly shaped beak, long time was considered a rare species. Dr. Coues found it one 
it gouges out the seeds, often hanging, while thus engaged, head of the most abundant and characteristic birds of all the region 
downward, like a Thistle-bird swing under the globular ament of along the forty-ninth parallel of latitude. He found no difficulty 
a button-wood. It also eats insects of various kinds, and has been in taking as many specimens as he desired. He also adds that: 
observed pecking at dead bark to obtain them, and making short “The ordinary straightforward flight of the bird is performed 
sallies in the air for the same purpose, like a Woodpecker. It with a regular rising and falling, like that of the Titlark; but its 
sometimes descends to the ground in search of food, walking eas- course, when startled from the ground, is exceedingly rapid and 
ily and firmly, like a true Crow; but we may infer, from the length wayward; at such times, after the first alarm, they are wont to 
and sharpness of its claws, that it does not spend much of its time hover around in a desultory manner for a considerable time, and 

on the ground. then pitch suddenly down to the ground, often near where they 
«According to my observations, made at all seasons, excepting rose. Under these circumstances they have a lisping, querulous 

during the breeding time, Clarke’s Crow is decidedly a gregarious note. But these common traits have nothing to do with the won- 

bird. Flocks of fifty or a hundred are oftener witnessed than single derful soaring action, and the inimitable matchless song of the birds 
birds, and Mr. Lord speaks of their appearance ‘by thousands.’ during the breeding season—it is no wonder Audubon grew en- 
They are very noisy birds, uttering a harsh, discordant scream of thusiastic in describing it. Rising from the nest, or from its grassy 

great volume and penetration, and extremely wary, under ordinary bed, this plain-looking little bird, clad in the simplest colors, and 
circumstances, like most of the larger Corvz. The ordinary flight making but a speck in the boundless expanse, mounts straight up, , . 
is rapid, straight, and steady, accomplished by regular and vig- on tremulous wings, till lost to view in the blue ether, and then 
orous wing-beats ; but when flying only from tree to tree, the birds sends back to earth a song of gladness that seems to come from 
swing themselves in an undulatory course, with the wings alter- the sky itself, to cheer the weary, give hope to the disheartened, 
nately spread and nearly closed, much in the manner of the Wood- and turn the most indifferent, for the moment at least, from sordid 

peckers. thoughts. No other bird-music heard in our land compares with 
the wonderful strains of this songster; there is something not of 

Common Crow, or American Fish Crow. (Corvus americanus, var. earth in the melody, coming from above, yet from no visible source. 

caurinus The notes are simply indescribable ; but once heard they can never 

Wee be forgotten. Their volume and penetration are truly wonderful ; 

oa they are neither loud nor strong, yet the whole air seems filled 
A northwestern coast variety of our Common Crow, represented with the tender strains, and delightful melody continues long un-
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broken. The song is only heard for a brief period in the summer, height in the air, generally in company with the Turkey Buzzards, 

ceasing when the inspiration of the love season is over, and it is whose manner of flight it almost exactly imitated, so much so as 

only uttered when the birds are soaring.” to make it appear either a miniature of that species, or like one of 

them at a great distance; both being observed to soar at great 

: z heights previous to a storm. He supposes that this apparent simi- 

Southwestern Lark. (Zremophila alpestris, var. chrysolama.) larity of manner of flight may be attributable to their pursuit o1 
Fig. 19. their respective kinds of food—the Buzzard on the lookout for car- 

rion, and the birds of the present species in search of those large 
This variety is an inhabitant of the southwestern Territories, beetles that are known to fly in the higher regions of the air, 

thence extending southward to New Grenada. Dr. Cones men- and which, in the three individuals dissected by him, were the only 

tions this bird as being a permanent resident of Arizona, in all sit- substances found in their stomachs. For several miles, as he 
uations adapted to its wants. He also had an opportunity of ob- passed near Bayou Manahak, the trees were swarming with a kind 

serving the typical bird (represented on Plate LVI, fig. 4, page 82) of cicada, or locust, that made a deafening noise. He then ob- 
in Labrador, where he found it very abundant on all moss-covered served a number of these birds sweeping about among the trees in 
islands around the coast, and could notice nothing in their view, the manner of swallows, evidently in pursuit of the insects, which 

flight, or general manners, different from their usual habits in their proved, on dissection, to be their principal food. He was most 

southern migrations, except that during the breeding-season they impressed with the rapidity of the flight of this bird, also, its great 
do not associate in flocks. strength and energy of character. Audubon admires it for its 

devotion to its young, and states that in one instance he saw the 
Sarai rae female bird lift up and attempt to carry out of his reach one of her 

fledgelings. She carried it in her claws the distance of thirty 

PLATE ‘CX. yards, or more. 

Femoral or Aplomado Falcon. (Falco femoralis.) 

Fig. 1. Everglade Kite ; Hook-bill Kite, or Black Kite, (Jostrhamus sociabilis.) 

; Fig. 5. 
This Falcon has an extended range, covering the whole of 

South America, thence northward through Central America and This bird is mostly confined to the southern portion of Florida 
Mexico, across the Rio Grande, into Texas and New Mexico. and the West Indies in North America. It is well known in its 

Dr. Heerman obtained a specimen on the vast plains of New own countries—Central and South America—and is described as 
Mexico, near the United States boundary line. It appeared to very sociable in its habits; unlike, in this respect, to most all other 
him to be flying over the prairies in search of small birds and birds of prey. Mr. Maynard noticed six or eight specimens, in 
mice, at times hovering in the manner of the common Sparrow Florida, frequently flying together, at one time, over the marshes, 
Hawk, represented on Plate XXXIX, figs. 1 and 2, page 54. or sitting in company on the same bush. In their flights, they re- 
This species is said to be easy of approach, differing in that respect semble the common Marsh Hawk. Are very unsuspicious, and 
with most Hawks. may be quite readily approached. On dissecting a number of 

these birds, he found that it feeds largely on a species of fresh- 

Richardson’s Falcon, or Merlin; American Merlin. (Zalco richardsonii.) Water ahell (on a 7 

Fig. 2. 

The habitat of this Pigeon Hawk covers most of North America. btaatimambniad Par cacti lit) 
It is also met with in Arctic America, in the United States, from Fig. 6. 

- Se Pots Meenas. be elite to far a This beautiful and harmless bird is met with in the South At- nown, differ very little from our common Pigeon Hawk (Falco q A : 3: : lantic and Gulf States, chiefly coastwise. They are also found in columbianus), Plate XXXII, figs. 3 and 4, page 40. The two Mexi ac 1 Aces Dr.c : hi : 
species are very closely related, and often are taken to be the See ee ene Fe eee Oa eared ues 
Sos as quite numerous in California, remaining in large numbers, dur- 

ing the winter, among the extensive tuli marshes of the Sacra- 

mento and other valleys. He met with these Kites as far north as 

Isabella Sparrow Hawk. (alco sparverius, var. ésabellinus.) Bauline’s Bay, and near Monterey, but always about streams or 

Fig. marshes. Their food consisted entirely of mice, gophers, small 

birds and snakes, and they are not known to attack the inmates of 

This bird is a southern variety of our common Sparrow Hawk the poultry yard. Audubon saw several of these birds in Texas, 

(Falco sparverius), Plate XXXIX, figs. 1 and 2, page 54. Its flying, at a small elevation, over the large marshes, and coursing 
habitat being mostly along the gulf coast of Mexico and the in search of its prey in the manner of the common Marsh Harrier 
United States, through Texas and Louisiana, to Florida. The 

habits of this variety are similar to the typical species. 
Kirtland’s Owl; Saw-whet Owl; White-fronted Owl; Acadian Owl. 

(Wyctale acadia.) 
Mississippi Kite; Blue Kite. (Jctinia mississippiensis.) = 

1g. J» 

Fig. 4. - 

According to Dr. Coues, the Acadian Owl is not so boreal a bird as 
This species is mostly confined to the extreme southern and its congener, being found throughout the United States in suitable 

southwestern portion of the Gulf States or the Atlantic. It ex- places, and in the more southerly portions of British America. He 
tends as far north as South Carolina. On the Mississippi, where it found no decidedly arctic quotations. Itis, however, more numerous 
1s often met with in large numbers, it extends its migrations still in the northern half of the United States; and, although it has been 
farther north. Wilson first discovered this bird at Natchez, where traced far into Mexico, its southward extension appears to be mainly 
he noticed it sailing about in easy circles, ard at considerable along wooded mountain ranges, the altitude of which compensates,
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E in a faunal sense, for the decrease of latitude. Fitted to endure great 
: cold, it is resident in our northern districts. He procured a speci- ; 2 
E men, in the depth of winter, at Boar’s Head, on the New Hamp- Cooper’s Red-tailed Hawk, or Buzzard. (Buteo cooperi.) 

_ Shire coast, and another at Fort Randall, in January, when the Fig. 1. 
‘ temperature had been ranging far below zero. The last-named, a 
E fine adult example, was brought to him alive by Lieut. W. J. Dr. Cooper obtained the only specimen known of this species, 

Campbell, who found it in the possession of an Indian, and he kept near Mountain View, in the Santa Clara Valley, California, in 
3 it for some time in the doctor’s study before it died, probably of November, 1855. Its colors are somewhat lighter than any other 
; inanition. It refused food, and after death its body was found of our North American Buteos. 
: greatly emaciated. Although so puny and weak, the little bird 
; showed good spirit, setting back with an air of defiance when ap- 
f proached, snapping its little bill, and pecking as hard as it could Harris’ Buzzard, or Hawk. (Buteo anicinctus var. harrisi.) 
; when he took it in hand; but after soothing it for a few moments, Fig. 12. 

it would seem appeased, roost quietly on his finger, and apparently 
: liked to have its poll quietly scratched. In its noiseless fluttering This bird is a South and Central American species, extending 

7 about the room by night, it more resembled a big bat than a bird; its migrations from the Isthmus of Panama north to our southern 
in perching, as it did by preference, on the edge of the table or Gulf States. It was named in honor of Mr. Edward Harris, by 
of a pile of books, it stood with its claws bent inward, so that their Mr. Audubon, who first met with it in Louisiana. It is very com- 

; convexities, and not the points, rested against the support. mon about the mouth of the Rio Grande. Mr. Dresser, who 
The food of this interesting little Owl, which is not so large as a found it quite common throughout Texas, to the Colorado River, 

Robin, though it appears bulkier, consists chiefly of insects. Its and at Matamoras, in summer, describes it as a heavy, sluggish 
nesting, according to Wilson and Audubon, is various: sometimes bird, seldom seen on the wing, and subsisting, so far as he could 
it builds in the branches of trees, while at other times it will occupy see, entirely on carrion. All along the road from Brownsville to 

i: the deserted nests of other birds, or lay in a hollow tree. The eggs San Antonio, he noticed it, either perched on some tree by the 
are pure white, subspherical, of crystaline clearness, measuring roadside, or busy, in company with Vultures and Caracaras, re- 
one and one-eighth inches by one and seven-eighth inches. galing on some offensive carrion. He found it breeding in the 

Mr. Gentry informed him of a curious circumstance in regard to neighborhood of San Antonio, Medina, and Altascosa Rivers, 
this Owl. Referring to the association of the Burrowing Owl of having eggs in the month of May. A nest found near Medina 
the West with the prairie-dog, he continues: ‘‘In the hollow of an River was built of sticks, very slightly lined, and was placed in a 
oak-tree, not far from Germantown, lives an individual of the low hackberry tree. The eggs, four in number, were white, with 

; common chickaree squirrel (Scéurus hudsonius), with a specimen a faint bluish tinge, very sparingly spotted and blotched with red. 
of this little Owl as his sole companion. They occupy the same 
hole together in perfect harmony and mutual good-will. It is not 
accidental temporary association, for the bird and squirrel have re- Chicken Hawk; Cooper's Hawk. (Accipiter cooperdt.) 
peatedly been observed to enter the same hole together, as if they Fig. 13 

. had always shared the apartment. But what benefit can either de- 
rive from the other ?” We copy from Dr. Coues’ interesting account of this species— 

Birds of the Northwest, page 334—the following : 

‘« The range of Cooper’s Hawk is, in a measure, complemen- 

Western Mottled Owl; McCall’s Owl. (Scops asio, var. maccalli.) tary to that of the Goshawk; not that the two are never found 

together, for such is the case in all our Northern States; but one 

mee is as decidedly southern as the other is northerly. The present 
r species does not appear to penetrate any great distance into the 

aves 5 Stent British possessions, like its smaller relative, the Sharp-shinned ; 
Northern Mottled Owl; Kennicott’s Owl. (Scops aséo, var. kennicotts.) and I have found no indication whatever of its presence far north. 

Fig. 9. It is abundant in most parts of the United States; particularly so 
in New England, where it is, perhaps, the most numerous of all 

McCall’s Owl is a variety or southern form, from the south- the birds of prey. It appears to breed indifferently in all suitable 
western borders and southward; and Kennicott’s Owl is a northern places throughout its United States range; and, to judge by the 
form or variety, from Alaska, of the common Mottled Owl, of well-known rule of difference in size according to latitude, it is a 

North America, represented on Plate LXXXI, fig. 3, page 125. resident bird. Gulf-coast examples average about two and a half 

inches smaller than others from New England. Possessed of 

: spirit commensurate with its physical powers, it preys upon game 

Harlan’s Buzzard, or Hawk; Black Warrior. (Buteo harlani.) little if any humbler thart that of our more powerful Falcons. It 

i attacks and destroys hares, Grouse, Teal, and even the young of 
Fig. 10. + : : 

larger Ducks, in the state in which they are known as ‘ flappers,’ 
Audubon obtained a pair of these birds at St. Francisville, besides capturing the usual variety of smaller birds and quadrupeds. 

F Louisiana. He considered it allied to the Red-tailed Hawk, or It occasionally seizes upon reptiles, or picks up insects. In secur- 
Buzzard, represented on Plate XXX, page 37. Its flight is de- ing its prey, it gives chase openly, and dives down on its quarry 

| scribed by him as rapid, greatly protracted, and so powerful as to with almost incredible velocity.” 
enable it to seize the prey with apparent ease, or effect its escape 

= from its stronger antagonist, the Red-tail, which pursued it on all Gruber’s Buzzard. (Onychotes gruberé.) 
occasions. He saw it pounce upon a fowl, and kill it almost in- Fi 

: ig- 14. 
| stantly, and afterward drag it along the ground several hundred 

yards. He did not see it prey on hares or squirrels, but it seemed This new species was first obtained by Mr. F. Gruber, procurator 
: to evince a marked preference for poultry, partridges, and the of Woodward’s Garden, San Francisco, California, between Vallejo 

smaller species of wild duck. and Napa cities, on May 15th, 1867. Its habits were not reported. 

; 
|
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which swarm, and are such efficient scavengers, in our Southern 
5 cities. Dr. Coues says: 

Band-tailed Buzzard or Hawk. (Bsteo zonocercus.) ‘It was long supposed, by savans as well as by those who might 

Fig. 15. not be expected to know better, that Vultures were chiefly guided 

R ; = to their prey by scent; a belief that bably arose from consider- 
The habitat of this Hawk is Mexico and Guatemala, extending eae eee Ae eee eh ce re ei ee! 

; Se ; - eek ation of the size of their nostrils, and the very ‘ gamey’ nature of 
its migrations at times into Arizona and California. Dr. Cooper : ; 

. i : zi their usual food. One of the first problems that occupied the at- 
was the first to meet with this species, having shot one on the 23d : A _ : 2 

i i tention of Audubon was to discover whether the birds relied mainly 
of February, 1862, about five miles from the coast, and thirty : A 

: : Saet i on sight or smell. He made a series of careful experiments, the 
miles north of San Diego, California. Is was in the company of 5 , c p ‘ 

ee s results of which he laid before the Wernerian Society of Edin- 
other Hawks wintering in that State, and seemed to him to be a : : é > 

; : : = 7 burgh, December 16, 1826, in what he called his ‘maiden speech, 
rather sluggish and tame bird. Dr. Coues obtained a single speci- ‘ : : : 

: A Bus : . 7 and has given a half-humorous account of the feelings with which 
men on the Gila River, and it is by him regarded as being restricted ; : i 
ae ; he attempted, on that, to him, momentous occasion, to demolish the 

within our borders to the warm valley of the Gila and Lower eae js lish th f 5 
Calorido then existing beliefs, and establish the truth of what is now gener- 

: ally admitted—that Vultures are chiefly guided by their piercing 

eye-sight. Another absurd belief was, and perhaps still is, that 

Ferrugineous Buzzard; California Squirrel Hawk. (Archibuteo ferru- Vultures prefer putrid flesh ; in support of which one might point 

gineus.) to a group of Turkey Buzzards perched upon a carcass, awaiting 

Fig. 16! its decomposition. But the reason is that their beaks and claws are 

z not strong enough to tear sound hide; they can only attack a fresh 

This is believed to be the handsomest of our hawks inhabiting carcass at the eyes, nostrils, and vent, and when these parts are 

Western North America. It was first described by Professor demolished must wait until putrescence is established, or until some 

Lichtenstein, a Prussian naturalist. Dr. Coues says: carnivorous bird or quadruped makes an opening.” 

‘This bird is known as the ‘California Squirrel Hawk’ in some According to Dr. Townsend, in their walk they resemble a 

localities, but it is not to be inferred that they often capture the agile turkey strutting on the ground with great dignity; but are clumsy 

aboreal Sczur7. The name is gained from their feeding extensively, and awkward when they endeavor to hasten their movements, and 

in California, upon the * ground squirrels’ (Spermophilus beechey?), when they attempt to rise from the ground they always hop several 

which abound in many parts of that State. The Hawks are al- yards, in order to give an impetus to their heavy body. 
most always, too, observed in the vicinity of the settlements of 

ns yes 1 
the Spermophili, standing on the ground where there are no trees, Black Vulture; GeviotuiOnaw: -(Carhartes areas 

or flying low over the surface, in either case on the alert to seize 

any unlucky animal that may venture too far from home. They Fig. 2 

are also said to perch in wait at the entrance of the burrows, ready N 7 f ea : ¥ CN 

to clutch the first animal that shows his nose above ground. A eae oe wa Od oe ous Hee ap : eee eo re = 

«According to my observations in the West, the Ferrugineous amErICas this fa ue ae Hee mye ee pyre — yee 

Buzzards have no partiality for watery places, thus differing from vo Bee ue Be eee ed bles ae ae 

the eastern Roughlegs. About Fort Whipple, the birds mostly re- lures @ ee igs ae een fee ee aD ae ce 

sorted to the open plains and the grassy glades intervening between Ne ee ns oo a es ae a ae eee 

patches of pine-woods. They could easily be distinguished by their by maWaleon) Hea oe eson Ny oe Ee ca Case ON a cree es 

size and the pure whiteness of the under parts, and were beautiful being devoured by these birds, ie noticed the ground for hundreds 

objects, especially when circling overhead. They are common, of yards around pone black pata ae OBAGI Bone Hine ye 

especially in winter, but were apparently resident. Their cries hundred and thirty-seven, while ere oe flying 

were loudest and most frequent in the spring, resembling the syl- around, | He saw them frequently attacking one another, fighting 
lables ca, ca, ca, rapidly repeated in a high key.” with their claws and striking with their open wings, fixing their 

claws in each other’s head. They made a hissing sound with open 

mouths, resembling that produced by thrusting a red-hot poker 

Gray Hawk; Mexican Hawk. (Asturina plagiata.) into water, and occasionally a snuffling noise, as if clearing their 

Tie ty nostrils. At times one would emerge with a large fragment, and 

nee in a moment would be surrounded by several others, who would 

This is another species of these beautiful Hawks that occasion- tear it to pieces and soon cause it to disappear. 

ally extend their migrations across the borders, from Mexico and 

Central America to the United States, and have been seen as far 
: Solis : Red-headed ; B . (Cathart : 
inland as the Southern part of the State of Illinois by Mr. Ridge- ed-headed ‘Valturgs Ttkey | Bice A gee 

way, while hunting Swallow-tail and Mississippi Kites. It is said Fig. 3. 

to breed in the tops of lofty trees, and to have eggs of a greenish- : oe : : 
Shitercoler Ee . : 88 g This Vulture has an extended distribution, and is met with in 

most all parts of North America, more numerous in temperate 

pea ees sections. We copy from Dr. Coues’ interesting account the fol- 
lowing : 

PLATE CXI. ‘‘Although the Cathartide are indolent, cowardly birds, they 

: sometimes—particularly the larger kinds—when pressed for food, 
California Vulture or Condor. (Cathartes californianus.) attack live animals, especially sick or disabled ones, and generally 

Fig. 1. overpower them in the end. Young pigs and lambs are sometimes 

killed by the Turkey Buzzard, which is only of medium size. 7 

The California Vulture is met with on the Pacific Coast, migrat- But, in this connection, it should be remarked that whatever dam- 

ing as far east as the Sierra Nevada. Though a common bird age they may thus effect is far outweighed by their good offices as 

in California, Dr. Newberry found it much more shy and difficult to scavengers, in clearing away garbage and offal. This is the true 
shoot than its associate, the Turkey Buzzard; nor did he ever see place of these foul and unseemly birds in nature’s economy; they 
it in such numbers or exhibit such familiarity as the smaller species have the beauty of utility, if no other; and their usefulness is
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recognized in all warm countries, where they are encouraged in 

es ace ey ee aed oe eee ee California Black Rail; Western Little Black Rail. (Porzana jamai- 

a 3 7 censis, var. coturniculus.) 
‘Curious ornithologists have gone so far as to try the flavor of 

almost every bird. Among those not ordinarily used for food, and Fig. 4- 

. which are comparatively unsavory, though not positively bad, may This bird is a Pacific Coast variety of the Lite Black Rail 
be reckoned most of the cleaner sorts of rapacious birds. Thus a (Porzana jamaicensis), Plate XCI, fig. 3, page 137. . 

young Hawk is passably good, though I believe that some such 

quality as that which suggested the saying, ‘tough as a boiled 
Owl,’ renders in the whole order. Crows and Ravens fall in the Little Blue Heron. (Ardea cerulea.) 

same category ; so do most of the water-birds below the true wild 

fowl, such as Pelicans, Cormorants, Gannetts, Gulls, Loons, and Fig. 5- 

others that feed upon fish. But Vulture-meat is certainly not to be The Little Blue Heron is mostly confined to the South Atlantic 

thought of. One would think that the great Israelitic law-giver and Gulf States, from whence it migrates south into Mexico, and 

hardly had need to interdict it, as he did however: ‘ Of all clean north to New England, in summer. 

birds ye shall eat. But these are they of which ye shall not eat: Along the ocean and its tributary streams this bird is very 

the Eagle, and the Ossifrage, and the Osprey, and the Glede, and abundant, as it affords them their proper food, which consists of 
F the Kite, and the Vulture after his kind’ As a more modern au- worms, insects, and reptiles. It is active, and when occasion re- 

thor has remarked, ‘ We presume this prohibition was religiously quires, very silent, intent, and watchful. According to Nuttall, 

. observed, so far, at least, as it related to the Vultures, from whose these nocturnal and indolent birds appear to associate and breed 
flesh there arises such an unsavory odor, that we question if all the often in the same swamps, leading toward each other, no doubt, a 

sweetening processes ever invented could render it palatable to Jew, very harmless and independent life. Patient and timorous, though * 

Pagan, or Christian.’ Certain it is, that independent of the passing voracious in their appetites, their defense consists in seclusion, and 
contents of the alimentary canal, permanent foetid, musky odors ex- with an appropriate instinct, they seek out the wildest and most 

hale from the bones and muscles ; and the same stench is entangled insulated retreat in nature. The undrainable morass grown up 
in the web of feathers. It is retained for a long while, even after the with gigantic and gloomy forest, imperviously filled with tangled 

bird is killed and stuffed. So strong is it, that one author, an ex- shrubs and rank herbage, abounding with disgustiug reptiles, shel- 
cellent naturalist, too, fancied it must be rather unpleasant to the tering wild beasts, and denying a foothold to the hunter, are among 

birds themselves! Thus, Pennant, speaking of the Vulture’s the chosen resorts of the sagacious Herons, whose uncouth man- 
habit of basking in the sun, with half-opened, drooping wings, ners, raucous voice, rank flesh, and gluttonous appetite allow 
supposed that this was done ‘to purify their bodies, which are most them to pass quietly through the world as objects at once contempt- 

unpleasantly foetid,’ as he naively remarks. It is somewhat to be ible and useless; yet, the part which they perform in the scale of 

wondered that, when Audubon’s experiments came up, no person existence, in the destruction they make amongst reptiles and in- 
of an ingenious and inquiring turn advanced a theory why Vultures sects, affords no inconsiderable benefit to man. 

were deprived of the sense of smell; reasoning that if their olfac- 

tories were acute they could not bring themselves to eat carrion, 

and that moreover they would be continually unhappy in the Slender-billed Plover. (Zgialitis microrhynchus.) 
noxious atmosphere emanating from their own bodies; in short, : 

that a merciful Creator had so arranged that they might not smell se 

themselves |” A new species of Plover from San Francisco. It is described 

| by Mr. Ridgeway (Am. Nat., vol. 8, page 109). Winter plumage 

similar to, but much more slender than the Semi-palmated Plover. 

Plate XL, fig. 5, page 56. 

PLATE CXII. 

Dusky Seaside Finch. (Ammodromus maritimus, var. nigrescens.) Bristlo-bollied Ourlew. -(Nameentus femaraltn) 

Fig. 1. PieSh: 

his bird is a variety of the Seaside Finch (Ammoaromus marit- F ate ee a ie sa = = = 
| timus), represented on Plate XLIX, fig. 4, page 7o. he n Soltaowh Redes ie Pacific. é 

White-winged Black Tern. (Hydrochelidon leucoptera.) Green Ibis. (Jéis thalapinus.) 

Fig. 2. Fig. 8. 

A female specimen of this species was obtained by Thure Kum- 

; lein, in Wisconsin, July 5, 1873. It is an European bird, and this White-faced Ibis. (Jé2s guarauna.) 

is the only one ever taken or seen in North America. The speci- : 

: men was presented to the Smithsonian by Dr. T. M. Brewer. asso: 

: These two new species of Ibises have lately been added to our 

North American fauna by Mr. Ridegway (Am. Nat., vol. 8, page 

Pike’s Tern; Slender-billed Tern. (Sterna longipennis.) 110), who says that the Glossy Ibis of the West Indies and the 

; Fi Eastern United States is absolutely indistinguishable from that of 

; oes Europe. A close examination of nearly a hundred American 

; This is a very rare bird, which is said to be met with on the specimens, reveals the fact that this continent has at least one, and 

coast of California. | Probably two, species distinct from the Glossy Ibis. Plate XCI, 

: 
‘ 

BE
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fig. 1, page 136. The Green Ibis is met with on the Pacific Coast 

of America from California to Chili. The Whitefaced, in the : 3 é 5 ae 

whole of tropical America, and middle province of United States ; Whitetailed; on White-ruimped! GodWits t7aic aaa 

from Chili and Buenos Ayres to the Columbia river. Fig. 14 

This is an European species, met with at Alaska. It is usually 

Black Skimmer; Cut-water. (/?hynchops nigra.) met with near the muddy banks of rivers or of sea-inlets, or wher- 
Fig. 10. ever there is found a rich supply of worms,-molluscs, and aquatic 

animals, upon which they subsist. Their movements on the wing 
Dr. Coues once saw a single specimen of this bird on the Poto- are very powerful. 

mac river, near Washington. Otherwise, his personal observations 

were confined, up to the present time, to the coast of North Caro- 
lina, where the birds are plentiful. There he noticed them late in Reddish Egret; Peale’s Egret; Heron. (Ardea rufa.) : 

the summer and during the autumn. In September they become : 

plentiful, and so continue until the latter part of November, some gars: 

doubtless temeiningelatem -Jniexamining large nombers ole spect- This bird is very closely allied to the European Heron. It was 
mens, he found a great difference in size, and particularly in the | frst obtained by Mr. Titian Peale, in Florida. Itisan abundant 
bill. Some individuals are fully a third heavier than others. The maritime species along the Gulf States. 

bill varies over an inch in length, and especially in the length ‘ 

of the under mandible. Sometimes the difference between the two 

mandibles is hardly a third of an inch, at others over an inch. European Woodcock. (Scolopax rusticola.) 

- The oblique striz on the under one are sometimes obsolete. In 

high condition, the bill is bright red (vermilion) and black; other- Fig. 16. 

wise, orange and black, or even mostly dusky, only yellowish at = oe ae S 2 

base. The young in the fall are curiously variegated with dusky This bird, which is evidently a stranger to this Conny: from 

and whitish above, few specimens being exactly alike. The note Europe, where it has an extended range, has been met with in 

of this species is instantly distinguished from that of any ef our Rhode Island and New Jersey. Upon the ground, this Woodcock 
other species of this family by its deep guttural intonation, more is not considered an expert. It walks slowly, with a roundabout, 
like the croaking of some Herons than the cries of the Gulls and tripping step, and never ventures any distance on foot. During 
Terns. The bird also differs from its allies in going in true flocks, the day, ee comparatively SES) but toward evening it 

as distinguished from the gatherings, however large, in commun- exhibits acu yaLy and briskness. It is very shy, and prefers shady 

ity of interest, that occur with the Gulls and Terns. The birds and retired situations. The call of the male consists of a hum- 
move synchronously, which is not the case with any of the others. ming note; the female utters a piping cry. Its food consists of 

They feed chiefly by night, or at any rate in the dusk of the insects, worms, and larvee. 

evening, at which time, in passing over the harbor, one may 

hear their hoarse notes on every hand, and see the birds i 5 ae 

gliding swiftly along just over the water, either singly or in small Purple Galina, i 

flocks. During the daytime, when the Gulls and Terns are busy Fig. 17. 

fishing, the Skimmers are generally seen reposing on the sand- 

bars. They never drop on their prey on the wing, like their allies. This is a beautiful bird that is often met with along the coasts of 

Their mode of feeding is not exactly made out, but it is believed the South Atlantic and Gulf States, and is casually met with as 
they skim over the surface with the body inclined downward, the far north as the New England States. Its habits are very similar 

bill open, and the under mandible in the water, so they really take to the Florida Gallinule, represented on Plate XLII, page 58. 

their prey in a manner analogous to the feeding of whales. 

Green-shank, (Glottés chloropus.) 

Missouri Piping Plover. (-2gzalitis melodus, var. circumeinctus.) Fig 18 

Fig. 11. 

An European bird, of which a straggler was obtained by Audu- 
This variety is a resident on the plains between the Missouri bon, in Florida, which is the only reason for its appearing as a 

River and the Rocky Mountains. Its habits are supposed to be North American species. 
similar to the typical bird, represented on Plate XL, fig. 4, page 56. 

Western Semi-palmated Sandpiper. (Zreumetes puslus, var. occidentalis.) 
Bridled Tern. (Sterna anestheta.) 

Fig. 12. ee 

The Bridled Tern is met with in the warmer portions of North A. Pacific coast variety of the typical: Wied, taprementcy Oo Tha 
America. Habits supposed to be similar to other members of this ah Ae ee : 
family. 

Florida Heron. (Ardea courdemanuti.) Thick-billed Sandpiper. (7*ringa crassirostris.) 

Fig. 13. Fig. 20. 

This species is considered the handsomest of all our American According to Mr. Dale (Am. Nat., vol. 7, 634), a specimen of 
Herons. It is met with in Southern Florida, and is very similar, this species was obtained in the Aleutian Islands, with an incom- 
in appearance and habits, to the Great Blue Heron, represented on plete set of eggs. He says it is a species hitherto known only from 
Plate LXXX, fig. 1, page 124. Eastern China, and Japan,
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eee ee ee es ee 

: place of rendezvous of the Long-eared Owl, during the dreary . PLATE CXIII. winter months, and where, in springtime, the females deposited 
; their eggs in rude and unsightly nests of their own construction. 

Hawk Owl; Day Owl. (Swrnia ulula, var. hudsonia.) The number that thronged this thicket of pines was prodigious, 
: so there were very few of the trees, if any, that had not supported 

Fig. 1. one or more nests. The many fragments of the bones of mam- 
This Owl is an inhabitant of the northern portions of North mals and birds, and the other remains of the same that laid in 

| America. Unlike many other Owls, it retires to rest at night. It piles upon the ground, bore testimony of the wholesale destruction 
was often seen by Mr. Dresser, in New Brunswick, hawking after of life that was carried on. 
prey in the strongest sunshine, or seated quietly blinking on the 
top of an old blasted tree, apparently undisturbed by the glare of Great Gray Owl; Cinereous Owl. (Syrnium cinereum.) 
the sun. Its food consists mostly of small birds, field mice, grass- 
hoppers and other insects. Its nest is usually found in the hollows ee 
of trees; it is also found on the branches, constructed of feathers, An Arctic American bird that, in winter, extends its migrations 
grass, and sticks. into the northern parts of the United States. It is considered the 

largest of our Owls. Mr. Richardson met with this Owl in the 
Richardson’s Owl; American Sparrow Owl; Tengmalm’s Owl. (WVye- fur regions, where he noticed that it inhabited all the wooded dis-. 

tale tengmalmi, var. richardsonii.) tricts which lie between Lake Superior and latitude 67° and 68°, 
Fig 3 and between Hudson’s Bay and the Pacific. He observed it to 

ee keep constantly within the woods, and not to frequent the bar- 
This Owl is an inhabitant of the northern parts of North Amer- ren grounds, in the manner of the Snow Owl, nor was it as often 

ica, and in winter it extends its migrations regularly to our frontier met with in daylight as the Hawk Owl, apparently preferring to 
‘ regions. According to Coues, ‘It had been at first considered the hunt when the sun was low, and the recesses of the woods deeply 

same as its European representative, and afterward held to be a shadowed, when the hares and other smaller quadrupeds, upon 
distinct species, this interesting Owl has at length settled into its which it chiefly feeds, were most abundant. 
true position as a geographical race of WV. tengmalmi of Europe, 

eS ae a ee ey eee ee oe Arctic or Western Horned Owl. (Budo virginianus, var. arcticus.) gener, just as the American Hawk Owl does, in an excess of 
darker colors ; the legs being ochrey-brown, much variegated with Fig. 5. 

Cae ne zc Ol pines peut me marking; and there 2 rans A variety generally distributed through the wooded regions from dark color on the crissum. It is, perhaps, the most decidedly Fa age! : : : : the Arctic districts to the table-lands of Mexico. Its habits are boreal of our species of the family; for although it does not range Yer aimilar to the tical brde cc recenie! Plate V, fi 
further north than some, such as the Hawk Owl, the Snowy, and y fants yP TEP Ee eae ene ass 
the Great Gray Owl, its southern limit is more restricted. It has Page 5- 
never been observed as far south as all of the three just mentioned 
are known to range in winter.” This species is confined to wooded Feilner’s Owl; Flammulated Owl. (Scops flammeola.) 
regions, and its food consists of insects, mice, and small birds. Fig. 6. 
The eggs are like those of other Owls. 

This is a small Owl, met with in Mexico and Central America, 
, usually seen among the mountains of Mexico, thence northward to 

American Long-eared Owl. (Osus vulgaris, var. wélsonianus.) California. A specimen of this bird was obtained by Captain 
Fig. 3. John Feilner, at Fort Crook. Its habits are supposed to be similar 

F a to the Mottled Owl, represented on Plate LXXXI, fig. 2, page 
This is a common species met with throughout temperate North 125. Its form and general appearance are also similar. 

America. According to Mr. Gentry, it is quite common in 
Eastern Pennsylvania throughout the year. It is more retir- 
ing in its nature than JVyctale acadica, Plate CX, fig. 7, Western Barred Owl; Spotted Owl. (Syrnium occ¢édentale.) 
page 166. The latter prefers an orchard, in close proximity Fig. 7. 
to man; while the former, according to his experience, 

evinces by its actions a partiality for deep forests of evergreens, One specimen of this bird was taken at Fort Tejon, California. 
where the hum and stir of busy farm-life is nearly unknown. The There is nothing recorded as regards its habits. 
nests are usually constructed of rude sticks, sometimes of boughs 

: with the leaves adherent thereto, externally, and generally, but Pacific Horned Owl. (Auto virerntanis, vas pacticus) 

not always, lined with the feathers of birds. The same nest is 

made use of for several successive years. The female begins to Fig. 8 

- early in April, and pegs fe ae a oe This bird is a Pacific Coast variety of our common Great Horned 
he eggs are never more than four in number; sometimes as low 

as fe been observed. It is stated by both Audubon and pal teprensoied on PEN se ee 
Wilson, that the nests of other birds, when of sufficient size, are 

generally used in which to rear its young. Although it has not —— 
been his fortune to know of such a case by personal experience, : 
yet he can not doubt the observations of these learned authorities. PLATE CXIV. 
One of the best authenticated cases is that related by Wilson, 

P where one of these Owls had taken possession, forcibly, as he is Black-headed Finch. (Ponipara zena.) 
led to infer, of the nest of the Qua-bird (Night Heron), and was She 
actually setting. Within three-quarters of a mile of Chestnut gee 

| Hill (upper part of Germantown), existed an immense forest of A single female specimen of this little Finch was obtained in 
. * pines, within a comparatively recent period, which was the great Florida, by Mr. Henshaw, in company with Mr. Maynard. There 

4
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is no other record of any other specimens of this bird being ob- 

sr Kirtland’s Warbler. (Dendroica kirtlandit.) 

Mexican, or Black Goldfinch. (Chrysométris psaltria, var. mexicana.) Mig 

Wed This bird is one of the rarest of our North American species. 
ne The first specimen was obtained by the well-known naturalist of 

This bird is the Mexican variety of the typical bird, represented Cleveland, Ohio, Professor Jared P. Kirtland, in May, 1851. It 

on Plate LXXXVII, fig. 1, page 130. was shot by him in the forests near the city. July 9, 1860, another 
specimen was obtained near the same city, and which is in the col- 

A a ; z lection of one of its residents, R. K. Winslow, Esq. Dr. Samuel 

Arizona Goldin Gh (7p viee yar, Wate tear) Cabot, Jr., obtained a specimen at sea, between the Islands of 
Fiew3. Cuba and Abaco. 

A variety of the typical bird, represented on Plate LXXXVII, 

fig. , page 130, that is met with as an abundant summer resident Lucy’s Warbler. (/Zelminthophaga lucia.) 
of Arizona. 

Fig. 12. 

: : A rare and recently-discovered species, which was first obtained 

Dwarf Cowbird. (AMolothrus pecoris, var. obscurus.) by Dr. Cooper, near Fort Mehan. Dr. Coues met with three of 
‘ these birds at Fort Whipple, and he says that it shows a decided Fig. 4. 

4 
preference for thickets and copses, rather than for high, open 

A variety of the typical species, represented on Plate LII, fig. woods, and is, also, an exceedingly shy and retiring species. 
7, page 78, that is occasionally met with at Cape St. Lucas, 

Southern Arizona, and southward. 
Grace’s Warbler; Arizona Warbler. (Dendroica gracte.) 

Cassin’s Bullfinch. (Pyrrhula cassinit.) Bigs! 
ripe This warbler was first discovered by Dr. Coues, among the pine 

woods covering the summit of Whipple’s Pass, of the Rocky 
A new and rare species; but one specimen known, and it was Mountains, July 2, 1864. He found it occupying, almost exclu- 

obtained by Mr. Dall, near Nulato, Alaska, January 10, 1867. It sively, the tallest trees of the pine woods, and noticed that it was 

was the first he ever met with, nor had any of the Russian resi- active, industrious, and noisy, and that it was possessed of very 

dents met with it. marked fly-catching habits. Its true song consists of two or three 

loud, sweet whistles, followed by several continuous notes, resem- 

Cooper’s Tanager. (Pyranga estiva, var. coopert.) bhng.chiz-rer, in awaty bot clean tones 

Fig. 6. 

Green Finch; Texas Sparrow. (2bernagra rufivirgata.) 
A geographical variety of the typical bird, represented on Plate : 

LXXII, fig. 7, page 109, met with in the Colorado and Upper Rio cea 

Grands gee, The Valley of the Rio Grand is the habitat of this bird. 

: iole. (Lez Z . 
See eS foree) White-eyed Chewink, or Towhee—Florida Chewink. 

Fig. 7. 

(Pipilo erythropthalmus, var. allent.) 
This Oriole is an inhabitant at Cape St. Lucas and southward. : 

It is said to have secluded habits, and that its song consists of three an ea: 

or four notes, both rich and melodious. A Florida variety of the typical species, represented on Plate 
LVI, fig. 8, page 83. It was obtained in that State, by Mr. May- 

Berlandier’s Wren. (Zhryothorus ludovicianus, var. berlandierd.) nard, in the spring of 1869. 

Fig. 8 : 
: ‘ Maynard’s Sparrow; Ipswich Sparrow. (Passerculus princeps.) 

A Valley of the Rio Grande variety of the typical species, rep- 

resented on Plate LII, fig. 8, page 78. Fig. 16. 

A specimen of this rare bird was obtained, by Mr. Maynard, in 

Kennicott’s Sylvia; Alaska Willow Warbler. (Phyllopneuste borealis.) | the vicinity of Ipswich, Massachusetts, in 1868. He found it 
among the sand-hills near the sea-shore. He has since taken 

BigD 9: more specimens of the same species of the same bird at the same 
A rare bird, that is occasionally met with in Alaska. place. When alarmed, its note consists of a sharp chirp. 

Golden, or Yellow-cheeked Warbler. (Dendroica chrysopareia.) Florida Grakle. (Quéiscalus purpureus, var. aglacus.) 

Fig. 10. Fig. 17. 

Arizona and New Mexico are supposed to be the habitat of this This variety of the typical bird, represented on Plate LI, fig. 

rare species, which was originally described by Mr. Salvin, from 5, page 77, is confined, so far as known, to the peninsula of 

a single specimen obtained in Guatemala. Florida.
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Townsend’s Fly-catching Thrush, or Solitair. (JZyadestes townsendiz.) Hermit Thrush; Rocky Mountain Hermit Thrush; Audubon’s Thrush. 
(Turdus pallasi, var. auduboni.) 

Fig. 18. 

Fig. 20. 
Dr. J. S. Newberry has given a very interesting account of this 

: bird. Noticing its occurrence is the Des Chutes Basin, he con- This bird is a Rocky Mountain variety of the typical species, re- 
tinues: ‘¢It does not inhabit dense forests, nor prairies entirely presented on Plate XXXVI, fig. 5, page 48. 
destitute of trees, but chooses surfaces covered with a scattered 

growth of pine and cedar. We first met with it in the canon of ; ; : 5 

Mptolyas River, at the base of Mt. Jefferson. As we picked our et ee ee eee 

way with infinite difficulty down the side of this gorge, my atten- Fig. 21. 

ou was practic’ ey Ge ee Sous Chee 2 nee Bie, of A Cape St. Lucas variety of the typical bird, represented on 
which a few were sitting in the pines and cedars which, by a pre- Plate LXVIL, fi 

carious tenure, held a footing on the craggy face of the cliff. The BS ane: a? RABE O7- 

song, so clear, full, and melodious, seemed that of a Mimus; of 

the bird I could not see enough to judge of its affinities. The next Wilson’s Thrush; Tawny Thrush; Veery. (Zurdus fuscesceus.) 

day we followed down the river in the bottom of the canon; all 

day the deep gorge was filled with a chorus of sweet sounds from re 

hundreds and thousands of these birds, which, from their monoto- Wilson’s Thrush is our Eastern North American species, pass- 

nous color, and their habit of sitting on the branch of a tree pro- ing its winters in Florida and the West Indies, Central and South 
jecting into the void above the stream, or hanging from some beet- America. According to Maynard, its note is uttered at irregular in- 

ling crag, and flying out in narrow circles after insects, precisely tervals, sometimes loud, sometimes soft, and even changing in the 

an the Smanner of Flycatchers, I was disposed to associate with direction from which it comes. According to Ridgeway it is timid, 

them. Two days afterward, in the canon of Psucseeque Creek, distrustful and retiring; delighting in shady ravines, the edges of 
of whiehithe temaced banks were sparsely set with low (trees of thick close woods, and occasionally the more retired parts of gar- 
the western cedar, I found these birds numerous, and had every dens; where if unmolested, it will frequent the same locality year 

opportunity of hearing and seeing them, watching them for hours after year. Their song consists of an inexpressibly delicate me- 
while feeding and singing, and procuring specimens of both male tallic utterance of the syllables ¢a-weel! ah, ta-weell ah, tuil' ah, 
and female. With the first dawn of day they began their songs, tutl’ ak, accompanied by a firm trill which renders it truly seduc- 
and at sunrise the valley was vocal with their notes. Never, any- ves 

where, have I heard a more delightful chorus of bird-music. Their 

song is not greatly varied, but all the notes are particularly clear Oregon Thrush. (Zurdus swainsont, var. ustulatus.) 

and sweet, and the stream of pure gushing melody is as spontan- : 
: os Fig. 23. 

eous and inspiring as that of the Song Sparrow.” 

This bird is a Pacific Coast variety of the typical species, figure 

24, of this Plate. 
Mountain Mocking-bird, or Mocker; Sage Thrasher. (Oreossoptes mon- 

tanus. 

: Swainson’s Thrush; Olive-backed Thrush; Swamp Robin. (Zurdus 
Fig. 19. swainsoni.) 

Tis splendid singer makes his home in the Rocky Mountain ing 24 
regions of the United States. Mr. Ridgeway carefully observed This species is met with over nearly the whole of North America, 

ie habits of_shisispecies and gays eae asia bird peculiar ie the and during the migrating time, which is usually in April and Oc- 
artemisia wastes of the Great Basin, being a characteristic species tober, it is very abundant. Like other members of its family, it is 

at ae Tepion peeween une es Benes gee He Pocky Mowe a good singer, resembling that of the Wood Thrush. According 
tains. It is exclusively an inhabitant of the ‘* sage brush,” and is to Ridgeway, its song of lamentation, when robbed of its young, is 

: Bee tye postions of the sounleys poou Biase de DOU ua full of indescribable pathos and beauty, haunting one who has 

ae OB nes Oe rs nce mous alge more UALDEO: overheard it long after. The nest is usually placed in a low tree 

priate term than “ Mountain Mocking-Bird® could: hardly have or bush, and the eggs are blue, with numerous reddish spots. 
been chosen for this species, as its predilection for the valleys, and 

the fact that its song is entirely its own will show. In his opinion 
the term Sage Thrasher would be more appropriate. When sing- ZenaidaDove. (Zenaidaamabilis.) 

ing the birds were generally seen sitting upon the summit of a Wiese 

** sage” bush, faintly warbling, in the course of the song turning 
the head from side to side in a watchful manner. Upon being ap- This rare species was obtained by Audubon, on the Florida Keys, 
proached, they would dart downward, seemingly diving into the where it was a transient visitor. They are said by him to have 

“bush upon which they had been perched, but upon a close search the habits of the Ground Dove. Their flight resembles them, and ; 

the bird could not be found, until it was heard again singing a is seldom higher than the tops of the mangroves, and never to any 
hundred yards or more in the direction from which I had ap- considerable distance, except during their migrations. Though 

proached. When the pairing season was at hand, the songs of the they alight on trees with ease, and can walk well among their 

males become greatly improved, increasing in sweetness and vivac- branches, they spend the greater portion of their time on the 

ity, and full of rapturous emotion; their manners also became ground, and walk well there, walking or running in search of food 
changed, for they have lost all their wariness. with lightness and celerity, and invariably roost on the ground.
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gasping sound. They usually alight on the low branches of 

Mountain Partridge ; Gray’s Ruffled Grouse. (Bonasa umbellus, var. um- shrubby trees, and delight in the neighborhood of shady ponda. 
bellotdes.) 

Fig. 26. Soaly Dove; Long-tailed Ground Dove. (Scardafella inca.) 

This bird is a Rocky Mountain variety of the typical species, re- Fig:.3% 

presented on Plate LX XVIII, fig. 1, page 120. Lieutenant Couch obtained a specimen of this species in the State 
of New Leon, Mexico, April 18, 1853. It is supposed to be a 

Texan Guan; Chiacalaca. (Ortalida vetula.) resident of the Rio Grande Valley, south to Guatemala. Itis said 

by Mr. Taylor to be very common in Honduras, where he gen- mT Ny. y y gs 
Ba erally saw it in pairs. He also found it good eating. 

A species inhabiting the Valley of the Rio Grande, thence south- 

ward. It is common near Matamoras and Brownsville, where it i 
fp expoeea oreo ald Gy Gili cciecmn ‘by lie‘ Mexicuna-on Blue-headed Pigeon, or Ground Dove. (Starnenas cyanocephala.) 

account of its good fighting qualities. According to Colonel Mc- Fig. 32. 

Call, it was abundant for miles along the Lower Rio Grande, and : : ar : ‘ 
throughout this region the remarkable and sonorous cry of the This beautiful bird is a resident of the West India Islands and 

male bird could not fail to attract and fix the attention of the most Florida Keys. Mr. Audubon saw a pair near the water, picking 
obtuse or listless wanderer, who might chance to approach its abode. gravel, but they would mou suffer a near approach. They usually 
He also states that the eye is a remarkable feature in the living live in the most tangled thickets, and feed well on cracked corn or 

birds of this species, being full of courage and animation, equal, nee 
in fact, in brilliancy, to that of the finest game-cock. He frequently , b 

‘ i zh ; 
noticed this bird domesticated by the Mexicans at Matamoras, Ground: Deve. (Eom aren a 

Monterey, etc., and going at large about their gardens. He was Fig. 33. 

assured that in that condition it was not unfrequently crossed with aks : 4 ; 
fheccommonatowl: This is a small and delicate little species, of the South Atlantic 

and Gulf Coasts. In Jamaica, according to Mr. March, the 
: F ; Ground Dove sometimes perches, and always roosts, on low trees, 

Southern Sharp-tailed Grouse; Columbia, or Common Sharp-tailed but is otherwise generally found in pairs, feeding on the ground on 
Grouse. (Pedicecetes phasianellus var. columbianus.) small grain and seeds. Several pairs may be seen feeding to- 

Fig. 28. gether; but they do not associate. It is said to be very tame, and 
A S4 ; to be found about homesteads and in streets and roads. It also 

Of the EW Os varieties of Sharp-tailed Grouse found in North breeds in low trees; the carchew and the dogwood seeming to be 
America this is the Southern or Western variety. The Northern preferred. It is very rarely kept as a cage-bird, as its note is a 

is represented on Plate XCVI, fig. 3, page 143. The present bird plaintive, mournful coo, and there is a creole superstition that mis- 
is met with on the prairies of the Western States, and, according to fortune will happen to any one so treating it. The nest is slightly 

Dr. Newberry, it is said to lie close, and when flushed to fly off, made of twigs, lined with grass, and built in a fork or hollow. 
uttering a constantly repeated kurk-kurk-kurk, moving with stead- The eggs are two, of a rounded oval, white, eighty-seven 
: . : . . . ’ - 

iness and considerable swiftness. It is, however, easily killed. hundredths of an inch by sixty-nine. Mr. Audubon describes the 

The young birds are fat and tender, and as they fall on the grassy flight of this Dove as low, easy, and accompanied by a whistling 
prairie scatter their feathers, as if torn to pieces. For delicacy of sound, produced by the action of the wings when the bird is sur- 

flavor its flesh is unequaled. Its combination of colors makes it prised and forced to fly 7 

resemble the ground, on which it lives, requiring a keen and prac- 

ticed eye to distinguish them when they have fallen. It also pro- + 

tects them from the hawks and owls. ‘The food consists of berries, 
insects, grass-seeds, etc. oe : PLATE CXV. 

Franklin’s Grouse, or Spruce Grouse. (Zetrao canadensis, var. frank- Common Wild Turkey; Mexican Turkey. (Jée/eagris gallopavo.) 2 
lini.) : 

Fig. 1. 

ee It is generally supposed that to this rare bird we are indebted for 

This variety of the typical species, represented on Plate XCVI, the introduction of our common domestic Turkey, so popular with 
fig. 1, page 142, is met with from the Rocky Mountains to the the denizens of North America, on account of its surpassing ex- 

Pacific, and from Oregon to high northern latitudes. cellence for the table. It is met with in the southern portions of 

the Middle Province, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and south- 

ward along the table-lands of Mexico. 
Key West Dove, or Pigeon. (Geotrygon martinica.) 

Big. 3° (Meleagris gallopavo, var. americana.) 

Audubon met with this rare species at the island of Key West, Fig. 2 
which, so far as known, is restricted to that section. He describes 

its flight as low, swift, and protracted, as he saw them passing This bird is a variety of the last-named, and is met with in 
between Cuba and Key West. They usually move in loose flocks Eastern North America, north to Canada, and in the West along = 
of from six to a dozen, and so very low as to almost touch the sur- the timbered river valleys, toward the Rocky Mountains, thence y. a y 
face. Their coo is not so soft nor so prolonged as that of the south to the Gulf Coast, Mr. Dresser found the Wild Turkey 
Common Dove, and may be represented by the syllables whoe- common in all the portions of Texas and Mexico that he visited, y- Pp y) y pi 
whoe-oh-oh-oh. When suddenly approached, they utter a guttural, and particularly so on the rivers between San Antonio and the Rio
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Grande. He says it proved to be wary and difficult to approach 
in the daytime; but by watching to see where they roosted, Texas Quail. (Ortyx virginianus, var. texanus.) 
and visiting them by moonlight, one or two could generally be se- 
cured. They generally preferred roosting in high cottonwood Fig. 4. 

no. preity sigh up ae peed This bird is a Southern Texas and Valley of the Rio Grande e once saw eleven Turkeys on one large bough of a cottonwood wariciy af the “conical ; bee ey Plate XXVII 
tree, on the Medina. When the pecan-nuts are ripe, the Turkeys as SDA eee Peraeey ES Perec r cous aac : 
become very fat, as they are extremely fond of these nuts, which Bee 
are very oily. One very plump bird was found, after it had been 
dressed, to weigh sixteen pounds. The Mexicans on the Upper Alice’s Thrush; Gray-cheeked Thrush. (Zurdus swainsont, var. alicia.) 

Rio Grande sometimes domesticate the Wild Turkey. Mr. Dres- Fig. 5. 
ser saw two that had been caught when quite young, that became 

very tame. This is a variety of the typical species, represented on Plate 
The food of Turkeys consists of pecan-nuts, wild grapes, grass, CXIV, fig. 24, page 173. Its distribution or habitat is about the 

various kinds of plants, corn and other grain; also, fruit, seeds, same. 
beetles, small lizards, tadpoles, etc. : 5 

Henslow’s Bunting. (Coturniculus henslowi.) 

Fig. 6. 
Dusky Grouse; Gray Grouse; Blue Grouse; Pine Grouse; Spruce Par- 

tridge. (Zetrao obscurus.) The distribution of this Bunting is eastward to Massachusetts, 

fig: and westward to the Loup Fork of Platte. In Florida, Audubon 

met with it in winter, they were in great numbers in all the pine bar- 

Mr. Trippe gives the following interesting account of this species : rens of that state; in light and sandy soil, and in woods but thinly 

«The ‘Gray Grouse,’ as this species is universally called, is a overgrown by tall pines. They never alight on trees, but spend 

rather common bird throughout the mountains, from the foot-hills their time on the ground, running with great rapidity through the 

up to timber-line, and, during summer, wanders at times above the grass, in the manner of a mouse. Mr. Maynard describes their 
woods as high as the summit of the range. Excepting for a brief song-note as like the syllables see-wick, the first syllable prolonged, 

period in August and September, it rarely approaches the vicinity the latter given quickly. 

of clearings, frequenting the dense pine forests, and showing a | 
preference for the tops of rocky and inaccessible mountains. In Mangrove Cuckoo. (Coccyzus seniculus.) 
its nature, in short, it is the exact counterpart of the Ruffed Grouse, 

having the same roving, restless disposition; living upon the same UE 

clict of pons ae Dees, Secu enne oeee rugged, cragey Mr. Nuttall was the first of our naturalists to include this species 
mountain haunts; and, like that bird, is more or less solitary in its among our North American birds. He mentions it as an inhabi- 

eae aed eeesanuy moving. tromyplans a piace oe oe “= = tant chiefly of Cayenne, and as an occasional visitor to the more 

als penelpally sas the Heaves and Device o Baro usispecies OF Southern States. Mr. Audubon only obtained specimens of it in 
Ericace, which abound in all its haunts. It is also very fond of Florida and Key West. He says it is a regular summer visitor to 
grasshoppers and all kinds of insects, and, while the snow lies deep those places. 

upon the ground, lives for the most part upon the buds and tender 
leaves of the pines. When the grain is cut in the valleys, the . 
Grouse are frequently to be found, in the stubble-fields and adja- Blaoksbilled) Cuckoo. CGocey 22sec h on iakal us) 
cent coverts, in small flocks of three or four up to eight or ten. Fig. & 
They are then so tame as to be easily approached and killed, but 
later in the season become somewhat wilder, though never very shy. This bird is common to most all parts of North America, and is 
They never gather in large fiocks, like the Pinnated and Sharp- generally accompanied by its relative, the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, a 

tailed Grouse, more than a single family being rarely found to- represented on Plate XXVIII, fig. 1, page 30. These birds are 
gether. The brood separate as soon as they are well grown, and, often confounded by persons who have not become familiar with 

from the middle or close of autumn until the succeeding pairing them. Its habits are much like the last named. 
season, the Gray Grouse is usually found alone. On being sud- 

oe GUE elem Brotherly-love Vireo; Philadelphia Greenlet. (Vireo phcladelphicus.) 

Hen on similar occasions, frequently alighting on the lower limb Fig. 9 
of a tree after flying a little way, and watching the intruder with ; : : eed 

out-stretched ae cn they will fly up to the top of a tall oe rare as wae gispyerns by Casein ih Boptenibes 1851, 
pine and remain hidden in the thick foliage for a long time; nor pear Philadelphia. Tt Was in the upper Deore cs a meu bee) 
will they move or betray their position, although sticks and stones ae woods; CaPInEE insesis, supposed (9 beresihg Wine cue 
are thrown into the tree, or even a shot fired. Late in summer pou Bena mus saaorg 

many of them ascend to the upper woods to feed upon the multi- 

tude of grasshoppers that swarm there in August and September, Nashville Warbler. (Helminthophaga rujicapilla.) 

in the pursuit of which they wander above timber-line, and may vig i0 

sometimes be met with in great numbers among the copses of willows 

and juniper that lie above the forests. In 18r1, Wilson met with this bird near Nashville, Tennessee. 

«« The flight of the Gray Grouse is rapid and powerful. Its flesh It is a common bird of Eastern North America. Mr. Allen met it 

is white and tender, resembling that of the Ruffed Grouse. In all at Springfield, Massachusetts, and says it is abundant in May and 

respects it seems to fill the same place in the mountain fauna of in the early part of autumn. Arrives May rst to 5th, and for two 

Colorado that is occupied by the latter bird among the mountains or three weeks is a common inhabitant of the orchards and gar- 

of New England and the Middle States.” dens, actively gleaning insects among the unfolding leaves and 

;
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blossoms of the fruit trees. Nearly all go north; but a few retire various cliffs and rocks. According to Dr. Brehm, Fishing Gulls 
to the woods to breed. Its song so much resembles that of the walk well, wade readily in the shallow water near the shore, swim 
Chestnut-sided Warbler that it might readily be mistaken for it. To lightly and buoyantly upon a rough sea, and often sleep upon the 
this cause, he thinks, and to the difficulty of seeing such small water. Their flight is slow, but by no means heavy, and can be 
birds in the dense summer foliage, is doubtless owing the fact of its sustained for a considerable time. With long strokes of their 
being so commonly overlooked by naturalists during the summer wings, they sweep onward through the air, sometimes flying in 
months, rather than to its [supposed] rarity in that latitude at circles, sometimes mounting upward against the wind, and again 
that season. descend to the surface of the sea. In their flights, they appear to 

be quite at their ease, even during the wildest storms, and may 

Long-tailed Chickadee, (Parus atricapillus, var. septentrioralts,) irequontly be. seep: plugging fan tie fey ee age pagers 
height upon any prey that they may happen to espy. In sagacity 

Fig. 11. and courage the Gulls are superior to their kindred ; but they like- 
Brae eae : : wise surpass them in thieving and gluttony. They care little for 

This bird is a western variety of the typical species, represented the society of their brethren ; nevertheless, it is a rare thing to see 
on Plate XXXII, fig. 4, page 42, and is met with in the Missouri one of them alone. These Gulls subsist principally on fishes of 
and Rocky Mountain regions. various size, and regard carrion, whether of fish or flesh, as very 

delectable food. They also kill and devour small quadrupeds and 

Banded, or White-backed, Three-toed Woodpecker. (Pécoides amert- young or disabled birds. They rob the feebler sea-fowl of their 
canus, var. dorsalis.) eggs, and search upon the beach for worms and other animals. 

€ Should the shell of a crab or mussel be too hard for their beak, 
Fig. 12. oayst : : : 

they at once fly with it into the air; and then dropping it from a 
; A Rocky Mountain variety of the typical species, represented sufficient elevation upon the rocks beneath, shatter it to pieces. 

on Plate LIII, fig. 2, page 79. The Ivory Gull (fig. 1) is a resident of the Arctic Seas, migrat- 
ing southward in winter. 

++ The American Mew Gull (fig. 2) is a variety of the European 
type, and is a resident of the interior of Arctic America and the 

PLATE CXVI. Pacific Coast. 
The California Gull (fig. 3). An abundant bird, inhabiting the 

Wory Gull. (Larus eburneus. interior of Arctic America and the Pacific Coast of North America. 
mer The Ring-billed Gull (fig. 4) is an inhabitant along the larger 

waters throughout the interior, as well as the coasts of North 

America. 
American Mew Gull. (Larus canus, var. brachyrhynchus.) The Glaucous-winged Gull (fig. 5) is met with on the Pacific 

Fig. 2. Coast of North America. 
The White-winged Gull (fig. 6) is met on the Northern and 

= = : Arctic Seas, extending its migrations south in winter, on the Pa- 
California Gull. (Larus delawarensis, var. californicus.) cific Coast of North America, as far as to Long Island. 

Fig. 3 The Ice Gull (fig. 7) has the same habitat as the last named. 
The Franklin Rosy Gull (fig. 12). An abundant interior species 

— 3 that is met with in the high latitudes of North America, and ex- 
Ring-billed Gull. (Larus delawarensis.) tends its migrations in winter to Central and South America, 

Fig. 4. Mexico, and part of the West Indies. 

The Short-billed Gull (fig. 13) is an abundant species of the 
= North Pacific Coast. 

Glaucous-winged Gull. (Larus glaucesceus.) The Pacific Kittiwake Gull (fig. 14) has the same habitat as the 
Fig. 5. last named. 

White-winged Gull. (Larus leucopterus.) White-bellied Petrel; Black and White Stormy Petrel. (Aregetta 
Fig, & grallaria.) 

Fig. 8. 

meme, tee Geil Beiiomesien, [Fares s7ancas:) There is but one instance of the taking of a specimen of this 
Fig. 7. species, and that was obtained on the Florida Coast. The habits 

of this Petrel are about the same as those described on page 160. 

Franklin’s Rosy Gull. (Larus franklins.) 

Fig. 12. Pacific Black-throated Diver. (Colymbus arcticus, var. pacificus.) 

Fig. 9. 

Short-billed Gull; Red-legged Kittiwake. (Larus brevirostris.) This variety of the typical species, represented on Plate CVI, 

Fig. 13 fig. 10, page 160, is a very common bird on the coast of Califor- 
nia in winter. d 

Pacific Kittiwake Gull. (Larus tridactylus, var. kotzebuei.) Noddy Tern. (Anous stolidus.) 

Fig. 14. Fig. ro. 

Gulls are in the strictest sense all sea birds, and only occasion- This is a very common species of the South Atlantic and Pacific 
ally wander inland, breeding in northern latitudes among the Coasts. It passes its time mostly far out at sea, flying near the
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water, and are often seen taking up small fish. Nuttall says, they 

frequently fly on board of ships at sea, and are so stupid or indo- | Krider's Buzzard; White-bellied Red-tail. (Buteo Sorcalis, var. krideri.) 
lent, on such occasions, as to suffer themselves to be taken by the 
hand from the yards on which they settle; they sometimes, how- Fig. 2. 

ever, when seized, bite and scratch with great resolution, leading This variety of the Red-tailed Buzzard, represented on Plate 

one to imagine that they are disabled often from flight by exces- XXX, page 37, is met on the plains of the United States from Min- 
sive fatigue or hunger. The nest is built in bushes or low trees, MeEOt tO RecA 
and they breed in great numbers. 

: 3 in. (Fak li i : és Arotio Tern. (Sternamacroura,) Suckley’s Hawk; Black Merlin. (Falco columbarius, var. suckleyi.) 

Fig. 11. Bigs 3: 

This species is a general inhabitant of the coasts of North Amer- Along the coast of Northern California, Oregon, and Washing- 
ica, extending its migration south to the Middle States, and on the ton Territory this variety of the well-known Pigeon Hawk, repre- 
Pacific side to California. Its habits are very similar to the Great sented on Plate XXXII, figures 3 and 4, page 40, is to be met 
or Common Tern, represented on Plate XI, fig. 3, page 12. with. The habits of the birds are quite similar. 

Horned Wary Ross’ Goose. (Axser rossiz.) Black Peregrine Falcon; Peale’s cn ee (Falco peregrinus, var. 
z ealet. 

Fig. 15. p 

: ae ‘ a c 5 Fig. 4- 
This species is a resident of Arctic America, migrating in winter 

as far south as San Francisco, where it has been obtained. The coloration of the plumage of this bird is very much like 
that of the last. Itis a variety of the typical species, represented 

Plate VI, page 7, i t on the Northwest Coast of North 
Lesser Snow Goose. (Azser hyferboreus, var. albatus.) ales Ge ORoae ee SE igen eae ere aeaaay 

; : 
Fig. 16. 

This bird is a variety of the typical species of Snow Goose, re- Florida Mottled Owl. (Scogs asio, var. foridana.) 

presented on Plate LXXIV, fig. 4, page 113. It is distributed . 
over the greater part of North America, principally southwest. Eee 5: 

An extreme Southern variety of the typical species, represented 

Pomerine Jeger, or Skua. (Stercorarius pomatorhinus.) on Plate LXXXI, fig. 2, page 125. 

Fig. 17. 
Rocky Mountain Jay. (Perdsoreus canadensis, var. capitalis.) 

This bird, like most all the others of its family, principally in- : 
habits the Arctic Seas and coasts of both continents. Its food Ep: 

consists of putrid matter, obtained at sea, and fish and the eggs of This bird is a Rocky Mountain variety of the typical species, 

sea birds. reresented on Plate LXVII, fig. 3, page 97- 

Arctic, Long-tailed, or Buffon’s Jager. (Stercorarius buffoni.) 
Brown Jay. (Pszlorhinus morio.) 

Fig. 18. 

Fig. 7. 

The appearance of the plumage of this species as well as its 
habitat is the same as the last named. Lieutenant Couch obtained specimens of this species at Boquillo, 

San Diego, and at China, in Northeastern Mexico, when he saw 

; ; them living in forests of high trees. Its habits are similar to other 
omar Pater Prenat saber faa) Jays; its notes are also harsh and loud. 

Fig. 19. 

This Sandpiper is an European species, which is met along White-necked Raven or Crow. (Corvus cryptoleucus.) 
the Atlantic Coast of North America, as a straggler. aes 

ig. 8. 

Surf Bird. (Aphriza virgata.) This species is an inhabitant of the Southwestern parts of North 
America. According to Mr. Clark, this species does not possess 

Eg oe the cunning or wariness of its congeners. It was met with by him 

A specimen of this Plover was obtained by Dr. Townsend at the pst he Breast ee ple HRM aes a oe 
mouth of the Columbia River. It inhabits the Coasts and Islands congregated atthe Head! of the Etre plata yave aout eco 

i immense rocky mountain wall. Their note he describes as coarse, 
of the Pacific. 4 

and less shrill than that of the common Crow. 

Audubon’s Caracara; King Buzzard; Caracara Eagle. (Polyborus 
PLATE CAVIE- tharus, var. auduboni.) 

Western Red-shouldered Buzzard. (Luteo lineatus, var. elegans.) Figo 

zea: Audubon met with this species in Florida, in the winter of 1831, 

This bird is a Western variety of the typical species, represented and found it to be common. Its habitat is mostly in the extreme 

on Plate LXXXI, fig. 3, page 125. Southern portions of North America. Dr. Woodhouse met with it 

;
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near San Antonio, in Texas, where he saw it frequently, and al- 

ways in company with the Vultures, which he says they greatly Cabanis, Texas, or Green Kingfisher. (Ceryle americana, var. cabanisi.) 
resemble in their habits. 

Fig. 14. 

Meadow Pipit. (Axthus pratensis.) The Rio Grande region of Texas, and southward, is the habitat 
of this bird, which was first noticed by Captain McCown. It is 

Fig. 10. a smaller bird than its northern relative, the Belted Kingfisher, 

A place is given to this species among our North American birds, represented on Plate XIX, fig. 2, page 20. Their habits are quite 
on the ground that a straggler from Asia was obtained at St. similar. 
Michael’s, Alaska. The specimen is in the Smithsonian Institute. Ani, or Savannah Blackbird. (Crofophaga ani.) 

Nuttall’s Whip-poor-will or Poor-will. (Azthrostomus nuttali,) ee 
: A common species, of the West India Islands, that occasionally 

Big visits the south of Florida. 
Audubon first mentioned th’s species as obtained near the Rocky 

Mountains. Nuttall observed it amidst the granite hills of the Western Horned Lark. (Eremophila alpestris, var. chrysolema.) 
sources of the Upper Platte River, called sea water, and from the 
clefts of the rocks they were uttering at intervals a low, wailing cry, Fig. 16. 

ime eetnet ore Wap peer yt, nod noencig Pee This variety of the typical bird, represented on Plate LVI, fig. of the young of that species, or #é-ci. According to Allen: 82. ; inhabitant of Western Neh Acer de int 
“‘Nuttall’s Whip-poor-will was first met with on my western ex- aaa cio lore ree aye eS IOs Bee ee 

pedition at Topeka, Kansas, where it was by no means infrequent. —— 
= We often heard it at night near the outskirts of the city, and re- ee — 

peatedly met with it in the day time in the darker and denser por- 
tions of the woodlands bordering on the Kaw River, reposing on 
the ground, like the common Whip-poor-will of the Eastern States. PLATE CXVIII. 
When flushed it passed rapidly, with a noiseless, skimming flight, ‘ ; 
through the more open parts of the undergrowth, soon realighting Alaskan Gray Jay; Dusky Canada Jay. (Perisoreus canadensis, var. 
again on the ground. In the mountains of Colorado we again met obsenrat) 
with it at a few points in great numbers, as high even as eight thou- Fig. 1. 
sand feet above the sea. At our camp of July 12th, on Turkey i 
Creek, just above the cafion, scores were heard singing on the A variety of the Canada Jay, represented on Plate LXVI, fig. 
neighboring slopes throughout the beautiful moon-light night, but our 3, page 97, that is met from Alaska to California. According to 
pursuit of them was fruitless, as they could be seen only as they Mr. Lord, it is so familiar and confiding, and so fond of being flitted from point to point when disturbed. We afterward heard near the habitations of man, that the settlers never harm it. In 
them in considerable numbers at the Garden of the Gods, near Colo- the cold weather he has seen it hop by the fire, ruffle up its feathers, 
rado City, and found them very numerous in September at the mouth and warm itself, without the least fear, keeping a sharp lookout of Ogden Cafion, near Ogden City, in Utah. Here, as soon as for crumbs, and looking so beseechingly with its glittering gray 
the dusk of the evening rendered it difficult to distinguish such eyes that no one could refuse such an appeal for a stray morsel. 
small objects with distinctness, the whole hill sides seemed to be Dr. Cooper met with this variety at the mouth of the Columbia 
alive with the tantalizing abundance of these birds. Like the com- River, in March, industriously seeking insects and seeds among 
mon Whip-poor-will of the East, they seem to sing at intervals the spruce trees, occasionally whistling in a loud, melodious tone, 
throughout the season, and at this date (September) appeared like that of the Cardinal Grosbeak. He also states that the notes 
fully as musical as during the breeding season. It lingers at its of this bird differ most from the other Jays in being clear and mu- 
summer home till the autumn is far advanced, as we found it at sical, and they sometimes show a considerable variety of song. 
Ogden as late as October 6th, quite far up the slope of the moun- Its winters are passed in British Columbia and Vancouvers Island. 
tains, in the midst of a driving snow-storm—the first of the season— 
the 2 having then already accumulated to the depth of several Paisano; Road Runner; Chaparral Cock; Ground Cuckoo; War- 
inches. bird; Medicine Bird. (Geococcyx californianus.) 

Allen’s, or Green-backed California Hummingbird. (Sc/asphorus alleni.) ges: 

Fig. 12. This active Cuckoo is a resident of the Pacific States, thence 
A. new species, found by Mr. Allen in California. It arrives south into Mexico. It is considered the fleetest bird on foot con- 

from Mexico about the last of February, and repairs at once to the Bocce oe Oe American Sea ack Boos or spor 
mountains, where it feeds on the blossoms of the full-bloomed be) gee =_ whe qien, ee heneyeae ae Hie ‘ : hounds. It is most seen on the ground, at which time its move- manzanita. After mating, they retire to the lower valleys. Mr. ments of the tile which io bore tanner iti 
Allen found them in considerable numbers all winter in the gardens 5 : nd eet tore about Los Angeles. variety of grotesque Positions. Col. McCall, who published an 

interesting account of this species, in 1847, states that the resista- 
bility of the outer toe favors its use for climbing or perching, as 

Narrow-Fronted Woodpecker.  (M€elanerpes formictvorus, vat. well as for movements on the ground. He also states that when 
angustifrons.) suddenly alarmed in open ground, it rises with a light, quick mo- 

Fig. da, tion, and flies some hundreds of yards continuously with an ease 
that attests its ability to maintain even a longer flight. Dr. Cooper 

This is a variety of the typical species, represented on Plate mentions its note as similar to the cooing noise of a dove. Its 
XC, fig. 6, page 135, obtained by John Xantus at Cape St. Lucas, food consists of insects, The nest is built on a bough, or in a
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E PRAIRIE HEN—PARTRIDGE—GROUSE-SAGE COCK—CORN CRAKE—KING RAIL, ETC. 179 

; hollow tree, of mesquite twigs, and it lays from two to four pure thing more substantial and sensible. Some day a fine old Cock 
4 white eggs. Massena shall say to his family, ‘¢émeo Danaos et dona ferentes;’ 
"i the newly-born wisdom shall take well, and become gospel to suc- 
e iS Ex : Soe ceeding generations, to outlive in the code of Quail ethics the 
, Texas Prairie Hen. (Cupddonia cupido, var. pallidicincta.) memory of the Aineid in the mind of men.” 

F Fig. 3. 

, A late Texas variety of the typical bird, an account of which is Sitkan, or Oregon Dusky Grouse. (Zetrao obscurus, var. fuliginosus.) © 

P found on Plate LV, fig. 1, page 81. Fig. 5. 

3 A northwest coast variety of the typical species, represented on 
; Massena Partridge. (Cyrtonyx massena.) Plate CXV, fig. 3, page 175, met with from Oregon to Sitka. 

Fig. 4. i 

For a long time this beautiful bird was only known as a resident SEE UR ee ae ee 
of Mexico. Late observations found it a resident of some of the Fig. 6. 
Pacific States. Col. McCall, in his interesting account of this ea 
bird, says: This is also a variety of the Dusky Grouse, represented on Plate 

‘ ‘©The species was not seen before crossing the San Pedro, but CXV, fig. 3) Dace 175» which has for its habitat the Rocky 
it was not long before it made its appearance in the waste and rocky Mountains of British America, south to the Yellowstone and Hell- 
regions into which we then entered. And from that time until we Se ee ete oiatea: 
reached the Rio Pecos, a distance of one hundred and forty miles 

aie ee oye pis ee ee Sage Cock; Cock of the Plains. (Centrocercus urophasianus.) 

desert of great length from north to south, our trail crossing it at Fig. 7. 
nearly right angles. The general face of the country is level, and ‘ 5 : 
consists of either a crumbling argillaceous limestone, or a coarse, ae a fe - bites = pau ee a he 
gray sand, producing nothing but a sparse growth of sand plants. ies ea e cae a eae ane . - oe ae 
Water is found only at long intervals, and, except at those points, AB Te) TS Te Ce ee = ae 
there is little cover for game, and apparently less food—the prin- oes = pauvipal eee eee ee of oe ee 
cipal growth being cact?, of which the most common is cactus Seca et ue seeab ae a and ts ales the moe vay 
arborescens; yet here, among projecting rocks, or on the borders Die for ante a) The nes se Sous meted Gl esa we a of dry gullies or in loose scrub, I found the Massena Partridge in slender twigs built under the sage-bushes. Its low song consists 
all the beauty of hid rich and cea piamese of syllables resembling hurr-hurr-r-r-r-hoo, ending with a gut- 

F «The habits of this species are different from those of any other ry ane: 

species of Partridge that I have met with. They were in coveys Corn Crake; Land Rail, (Crex pratensis.) 

of from eight to twelve individuals, and appeared to be extremely : ’ : 

simple and affectionate in disposition. In feeding they separated Fig. 8. 

but little, keeping up a social ‘‘c/uck” all the time. They were 5 ; o 

so gentle as to evince little or no alarm on the appearance of man, Well soya Specs Gi Europe, that occasionally. visite the 
scarcely moving out of his way as he passed, and only running off eastern oe of the United States from Greenland. Marshy 

; or flying a few yards, when perhaps half their number were laid meadow eS Be ldee Bich cere oad beret ee So oa 
: low by a shot. This inclined me to think that they might with its favorite resorts, and in there its peculiar creaking note is con- 

3 little difficulty be domesticated, although I found them here in a Hoey ioe hen’. peccoraing 10 # ancl une cat Bee De exnelly 
barren, boundless waste, and nowhere near the habitation of man. imitated by, ee tie a of aie thumb -nail ona piece of wood, 

This trait of gentleness is the very opposite of those manifested by Pes, pas ie ie oF ee ao of teat io! 9 anil) conn, 
the Scaly Partridge (Cal/:pepla squamata), which I always ob- and ee _ u : gee ee So Be deeoye? by 2 
served to be, though found perchance in grounds as little frequented wis aa ‘ = eee 2 f oe a a continually 
as these, remarkably vigilant, shy, and difficult to approach. The sutared hy Wis mes up a maieds found; aud! weubalon Be 
call or signal note of this species is peculiar. I never saw it after menced, after which it is heard less frequent. The flesh of this bird 

crossing the Pecos.” is good for the table. 

f Dr. Coues well says: 
*‘ There are two points in the history of this species to which at- California King Rail. (/?ad/us elegans, var. obsoletus.) 

tention may profitably be directed. One is the bird’s remarkable 2 
unsophistication. Living in what we should consider lonely deso- Hig: 9: 

lation, but which is to it a happy home, the bird has not yet learned This bird is a California coast variety of the King Rail, Plate 
to throw aside the gentle, confiding disposition its Maker gave. No LXXIX, fig. 4, page 124. 

: contract with the lords of the universe, guardians of civilization and 

f progress, jobbers in ethics and zsthetics, has yet begotten in its in- 

i genious nature the wholesome change that the requirements of self- Bartramian Sandpiper, or Tattler; Upland Plover. (Aet¢iturus bar- 

preservation will some day demand, and which it will instinctively tramius.) 

adopt. Birds that live in populous districts have had a lesson to learn Figs 40, 
q of bitter experience, and its fruits have been instilled through gen- : 

eration after generation, till a second nature replaces the first, and The following extracts are taken from Dr. Coues interesting ac- 

a shrewd distrust of the whole human race is instilled. It is a count of this species: 

nauseous dése that these Quail, like innocent children, have to ‘¢ Bartram’s Tattler, or the ‘Upland Plover,’ as itis generally 

3 swallow; but the medicine acts vigorously and beneficially, heart- called by sportsmen, is a bird of wide and general dispersion in 

: longings and soul-breathings, and the like, giving way to some~ the Western Hemisphere, while its casual occurrence in Europe



180 COMMON WILD GOOSE—WHITE-COLLARED GOOSE—HUTCHINS’ GOOSE. 
a 

is attested, and it is even stated to have been found in Aus- 
tralia. It inhabits at different seasons nearly all of North America, Common Wild Goose; Canada Goose, or Brant. (Branta canadensts.) 
and in winter pushes its migration even to Central and South 
America as well as into the West Indies. But it has not, to my Fig. 11. 
knowledge, been found in the United States west of the Rocky 
Mountains. It occurs in summer as for north as the Yukon, though : 2 : 
thousands of the birds also breed within the limits of the United White-collared Goose: (Brawta nayeteusts, vac Tora ports 
States. Fig. 12. 

‘On its presence and movements in the East I have made few 
observations, and know nothing beyond the general items familiar Soyied 
to all sportsmen who, with good reason, consider the Upland Plover Hutchins’ Goose. (Branta canadensis, var. hutchinsit.) 
or Grass Plover, as a prime game bird, wild and difficult to secure ; Mine ie 
best hunted from a carraige; and capital for the table. It is said 
to breed from the Middle districts, as in Illinois and Pennsylvania, The above named Brants are distributed pretty generally over the 
northward. The principal shooting is done in August and Sep- whole of North America. The White-collared is a variety from 
tember, as the birds move southward by the end of the latter month. the northwest coast. Hutchins’ Goose, about the same as the 

“‘In most parts of the West, between the Mississippi and the typical bird; but in winter it is more abundant on the west coast. 
Rocky Mountains, this Tattler, commonly known as the ‘ Prairie An interesting article in reference to the typical species appeared 
Pigeon,’ is exceedingly abundant during the migrations—more so in the Chicago Field, written by Col. A. G. Brackett, U. S. A., 
than I can suppose it to be in settled portions of the country. In from which we take the following: 
Texas, I am told it occurs in flocks ‘of thousands.’ In Kansas, ‘‘At certain seasons of the year there are immense flocks of wild 
during the month of May, it migrates in great numbers, being geese seen in the mountains, sailing slowly and in a dignified 
scattered over the prairies everywhere, and it is so tame that it may manner through the air, the different members of the flock flying 
be destroyed without the slightest artifice; I have seen it just es- so as to form an acute angle, with some heavy male bird acting as 
cape being caught with the crack of a coach-whip. Passing north- leader, The lines sometimes waver in the air like a huge snake 
ward, it enters Dakota, Iowa, and Minnesota the same month. crawling along, and then again are as straight as arrows. During 
About the middle of May it reaches the latitude of Fort Randall, their flight they utter their harsh clanging noise, sounding wild 
with great numbers of Golden Plover and Esquimaux Curlew, and dreary enough when heard in the evening or during the hours 

flecking the prairies everywhere. Its breeding habits may be studied of darkness. They fly over the hills and moorlands, and alight on 
with perfect success in Northern Dakota, where it is the most abun- the lakes where they love to feed in the marshes near by. Their 
dant of all the waders. We can scarcely cross a piece of prairie, slate-colored bodies, black heads, and white rings round their 
or travel a mile along the roads anywhere, without seeing it. Its necks, look beautifully on the waters, where they swim about with 
gentle and unsuspicious ways, its slender and graceful shape, and the utmost grace. They are as large as tame geese, have black 
the beauty of its markings, are all alike attractive, while the excel- legs, black webbed-feet, and thick, strong plumage. They are 
lence of its flesh is another point not less interesting, but less favor- easily tamed, when hatched under hens from eggs that have been 
able for the bird. Too many are destroyed at this season when found near the fen lands, and readily associate with tame geese, 
they are pairing, for few can resist the tempting shots, as the birds being by far the better-behaved of the two, and not making near 
step along the road-side or stand erect in the scanty grass, gazing as much noise as their cousins who have been reared in civilized 
at the passing vehicle with misplaced confidence. By the end of life. ‘ 
May those that are to breed further north have passed on, while the “‘In the autumn months, when the geese are preparing to go 
remainder have paired and are about to nest. south to their winter grounds in the marshes of Louisiana and Ar- 

‘As soon as they are mated the pairs keep close company, being kansas, or are on their way thither, the streams and lakes swarm 
rarely beyond each other’s call, and are oftenest seen rambling to- with them. They must feed while on their journey, and for this 
gether through the grass. At such times they seem very slender, purpose stop near sunset, and employ their time in filling their 
as indeed they are, overtopping the scanty herbage with their long, crops with insects, fish, grass seed, and grain, wherever they can 
thin necks, swaying continually in graceful motion. Their ordi- be found. 
nary note at this, as at other seasons, is a long-drawn, soft, mellow ‘« They sleep by placing their heads under their wing, floating 
whistle, of a peculiarly clear, resonant quality ; but beside this, they quietly on the surface of the water during the night. If disturbed, 
have a note peculiar, I believe, to this period of their lives. This they at once take wing, and move off to some more secure place. 
is a very loud, prolonged cry, sounding more like the whistling of They are frequently shot while making these journeys, the moun- 
the wind than a bird’s voice; the wild sound, which is strangely taineers and hunters always being ready to add a fat wild goose to 
mournful, is generally uttered when the bird, just alighted, holds their store of provisions, after the breeding season is over in the 
its wings for a moment perpendicularly, before adjusting them over far north. 
its back. It is frequently heard in the night, all through the breed- ‘A number of varieties of wild geese have been mentioned by 
ing season, and is, I think, one of the most remarkable outcries I authors, but the one here described is the goose commonly found 
ever heard. There is yet another note that the Tattler utters, in the upland regions, where, indeed, no other is ordinarily seen. 
chiefly when disturbed breeding: this is a harsh scream, quickly The male goose, or gander, is said to be very much attached to 
and often repeated, much like that given by other waders under his mate, and always remains near her when she is sitting on her 
the same circumstances. nest. The stories told of these creatures are singular enough, 

“‘The food of this Tattler is mainly insects, especially grass- many of them being no doubt greatly exaggerated. By some na- 
hoppers, of which they must devour enormous quantities in the tions geese have been considered remarkably wise birds, while aggregate. They also feed on other small animal substances, as others believe them to be the embodiment of stupidity. In our 
well as upon various berries. I have found them very well condi- own land to call a person a goose is synonymous with calling him 
tioned even in the spring, and in the fall they grow surprisingly fat. an imbecile or an idiot. 
They are a tender and well-flavored bird. Being so delicate they | «« Mr. Howell says: ‘ We have made havoc in the ranks of the are easily killed, dropping to a touch of the finest shot. The nest wild geese in the vast corn fields of Illinois. We have taken a is flimsy, merely a few straws to keep the eggs from the ground, stand in the center of a large corn shock, and have seen them 
in a slight depression.” * come in myriads from the large swamps in the vicinity—alway .
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hollow tree, of mesquite twigs, and it lays from two to four pure thing more substantial and sensible. Some day a fine old Cock 
white eggs. Massena shall say to his family, ‘¢émeo Danaos et dona ferentes;’ 

the newly-born wisdom shall take well, and become gospel to suc- 
a . ceeding generations, to outlive in the code of Quail ethics the 

Texas Prairie Hen. (Cupidonia cupido, var. pallidicincta.) memory of the ZEneid in the mind of men.” 

Fig. 3. 

A late Texas variety of the typical bird, an account of which is Sitkan, or Oregon Dusky Grouse. (Zetrao obscurus, var. fuliginosus.) 

found on Plate LV, fig. 1, page 81. Fig. 5. 

A northwest coast variety of the typical species, represented on 
Massena Partridge. (Cyrtonyx massena.) Plate CXV, fig. 3, page 175, met with from Oregon to Sitka. 

Fig. 4. 

7 5 ‘ ; Richardson’s Dusky Grouse. (ez 5, . rich i. 
For a long time this beautiful bird was only known as a resident eS 7 ee ee 

of Mexico. Late observations found it a resident of some of the Fig. 6. 

Pacific States. Col. McCall, in his interesting account of this et F 
bird, says: This is also a variety of the Dusky Grouse, represented on Plate 

«The species was not seen before crossing the San Pedro, but CXV, fig. 3, page 175, which has for its habitat the Rocky 
it was not long before it made its appearance in the waste and rocky Mountains of pees America, south to the Yellowstone and Hell- 
regions into which we then entered. And from that time until we gate regions of the United States. 

reached the Rio Pecos, a distance of one hundred and forty miles 

(westwardly by the route we traveled), it was frequently seen, Sage Cock; Cock of the Plains. (Centrocercus urophasianus.) 
though I should not say it was very common. This region is a 

desert of great length from north to south, our trail crossing it at Fig. 7. 

nearly right angles. The general face of the country is level, and The Sage Cock tas for its residence a ceased gare i aes 

consists of either a crumbling argillaceous limestone, or a coarse, western section of North America, known as dry es ae 

gray sand, producing nothing but a sparse growth of sand plants. Date eet te oe ar mae sageinacti, abotinds aan en 
: Re : gions, , , 

Lae oe pee ley ieisivals) and exceyt ab these pone constitutes its principal food. It is the largest of our species of 
there is little cover for game, and apparently less food—the prin- Grouse, weighing about ecepounds, apd io aluathe mug ue 

cipal growth being cacé?, of which the most common is cactus bie on ule dees The eatin Ea bi ay tea 

Oe ee es Stone: projecting rocks, orvon the borders slender twigs built under the sage-bushes. Its low song consists 
of dry gullies or in loose scrub, I found the Massena Partridge in ef Syilabl ee ro ee di ith a 

: : . yilables resembling AUrr-hurr-r-r-r-hoo, en ing with a gut. 
all the beauty of his rich and varied plumage. ee casice 

‘« The habits of this species are different from those of any other i 

species of Partridge that I have met with. They were in coveys Corn Crake; Land Rail, (Crex pratensis.) 

of from eight to twelve individuals, and appeared to be extremely 7 

simple and affectionate in disposition. In feeding they separated Fig. 8. 

but little, keepi ial ‘‘cluck” all the time. They 
ee eee a ee A well known species of Europe, that occasionally visits the 

so gentle as to evince little or no alarm on the appearance of man, pieeht Uooast of the United Slee Gas Green 

Se ete ty ae he Paseed and only sh cee meadows, fields of green corn, and beds of reeds and fietee a 
i he I half thei b ai i : 

‘ ve ae Be acu cou Sea. Bee a its favorite resorts, and in there its peculiar creaking note is con- 

ee : : » - ‘ stantly to be heard. According to Yarrell, this call may be exactly 
little difficulty be domesticated, although I found them here in a seal Tse Maen tine ISS ETRE CT oe ae 
barren, boundless waste, and nowhere near the habitation of man. briskl A P re : ee te Te nea i = 

This trait of gentleness is the very opposite of those manifested by a 2 aes ; ee ears oe ae ho - Weed te it 

mee Sey Barina (Cal pepla sonoma); ve denny OP within a very short digtance. This oa is continually 
pore ea gobe nous uae Berean pion pe ieip treqnented uttered by the male until a mate is found, and incubation is com- 

i these ee vateebly vigilant, shy; ane aso eperwach. ee menced, after which it is heard less frequent. The flesh of this bird 
call or signal note of this species is peculiar. I never saw it after ; Se orthe GEle 

crossing the Pecos.” 18 Booger ; 

Dr. Coues well says: 
‘¢ There are two points in the history of this species to which at- California King Rail. (Jead/us elegans, var. obsoletus.) 

tention may profitably be directed. One is the bird’s remarkable ; 

unsophistication. Living in what we should consider lonely deso- BESS 

lation, but which is to it a happy home, the bird has not yet learned This bird is a California coast variety of the King Rail, Plate 

to throw aside the gentle, confiding disposition its Maker gave. No LXXIX, fig. 4, page 124. 
contract with the lords of the universe, guardians of civilization and 

progress, jobbers in ethics and esthetics, has yet begotten in its in- s s 
genious nature the wholesome change that the requirements of self- Bartramian Sandpiper, or Tattler; _Upland Plover. (Aetiturus bar- 

preservation will some day demand, and which it will instinctively tramius.) 

adopt. Birds that live in populous districts have had a lesson to learn Hig 1a. 
of bitter experience, and its fruits have been instilled through gen- 5 

eration after generation, till a second nature replaces the first, and The following extracts are taken from Dr. Coues interesting ac- 

a shrewd distrust of the whole human race is instilled. It is a count of this species: a 

nauseous dose that these Quail, like innocent children, have to ‘¢ Bartram’s Tattler, or the ‘ Upland Plover,’ as it is generally 

swallow ; but the medicine acts vigorously and beneficially, heart- called by sportsmen, is a bird of wide and general dispersion in 

longings and soul-breathings, and the like, giving way to some- the Western Hemisphere, while its casual occurrence in Europe
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is attested, and it is even stated to have been found in Aus- 
tralia. It inhabits at different seasons nearly all of North America, Common Wild Goose; Canada Goose, or Brant. (Branta canadensts.) 
and in winter pushes its migration even to Central and South 
America as well as into the West Indies. But it has not, to my Fig. 11. 
knowledge, been found in the United States west of the Rocky 
Mountains. It occurs in summer as for north as the Yukon, though 5 : A 
thousands of the birds also breed within the limits of the United White-oollared: Goqes.: “(rasts Gamadeniis 9a: ieee ee 
States. 

Fig. 12. 
‘*On its presence and movements in the East I have made few 

observations, and know nothing beyond the general items familiar Ee 
to all sportsmen who, with good reason, consider the Upland Plover Hutchins’ Goose. (Branta canadensis, var. hutchinsii.) 
or Grass Plover, as a prime game bird, wild and difficult to secure ; igi 
best hunted from a carraige; and capital for the table. It is said 
to breed from the Middle districts, as in Illinois and Pennsylvania, The above named Brants are distributed pretty generally over the 
northward. The principal shooting is done in August and Sep- whole of North America. The White-collared is a variety from 
tember, as the birds move southward by the end of the latter month. the northwest coast. Hutchins’ Goose, about the same as the 

‘‘In most parts of the West, between the Mississippi and the typical bird; but in winter it is more abundant on the west coast. 
Rocky Mountains, this Tattler, commonly known as the ‘ Prairie An interesting article in reference to the typical species appeared 
Pigeon,’ is exceedingly abundant during the migrations—more so in the Chicago Field, written by Col. A. G. Brackett, U. S. A., 
than I can suppose it to be in settled portions of the country. In from which we take the following: 
Texas, I am told it occurs in flocks ‘of thousands.’ In Kansas, ‘At certain seasons of the year there are immense flocks of wild 
during the month of May, it migrates in great numbers, being geese seen in the mountains, sailing slowly and in a dignified 
scattered over the prairies everywhere, and it is so tame that it may manner through the air, the different members of the flock flying 
be destroyed without the slightest artifice; I have seen it just es- so as to form an acute angle, with some heavy male bird acting as 
cape being caught with the crack of a coach-whip. Passing north- leader. The lines sometimes waver in the air like a huge snake 
ward, it enters Dakota, Iowa, and Minnesota the same month. crawling along, and then again are as straight as arrows. During 
About the middle of May it reaches the latitude of Fort Randall, their flight they utter their harsh clanging noise, sounding wild 
with great numbers of Golden Plover and Esquimaux Curlew, and dreary enough when heard in the evening or during the hours 

flecking the prairies everywhere. Its breeding habits may be studied of darkness. They fly over the hills and moorlands, and alight on 
with perfect success in Northern Dakota, where it is the most abun- the lakes where they love to feed in the marshes near by. Their 
dant of all the waders. We can scarcely cross a piece of prairie, slate-colored bodies, black heads, and white rings round their 
or travel a mile along the roads anywhere, without seeing it. Its necks, look beautifully on the waters, where they swim about with 
gentle and unsuspicious ways, its slender and graceful shape, and the utmost grace. They are as large as tame geese, have black 
the beauty of its markings, are all alike attractive, while the excel- legs, black webbed-feet, and thick, strong plumage. They are 
lence of its flesh is another point not less interesting, but less favor- easily tamed, when hatched under hens from eggs that have been 
able for the bird. Too many are destroyed at this season when found near the fen lands, and readily associate with tame geese, 
they are pairing, for few can resist the tempting shots, as the birds being by far the better-behaved of the two, and not making near step along the road-side or stand erect in the scanty grass, gazing as much noise as their cousins who have been reared in civilized 
at the passing vehicle with misplaced confidence. By the end of life. 
May those that are to breed further north have passed on, while the ‘‘In the autumn months, when the geese are preparing to go remainder have paired and are about to nest. south to their winter grounds in the marshes of Louisiana and Ar- 

‘As soon as they are mated the pairs keep close company, being kansas, or are on their way thither, the streams and lakes swarm rarely beyond each other’s call, and are oftenest seen rambling to- with them. They must feed while on their journey, and for this gether through the grass. At such times they seem very slender, purpose stop near sunset, and employ their time in filling their 
as indeed they are, overtopping the scanty herbage with their long, crops with insects, fish, grass seed, and grain, wherever they can 
thin necks, swaying continually in graceful motion. Their ordi- be found. 
nary note at this, as at other seasons, is a long-drawn, soft, mellow ‘« They sleep by placing their heads under their wing, floating 
whistle, of a peculiarly clear, resonant quality ; but beside this, they quietly on the surface of the water during the night. If disturbed, have a note peculiar, I believe, to this period of their lives. This they at once take wing, and move off to some more secure place. is a very loud, prolonged cry, sounding more like the whistling of They are frequently shot while making these journeys, the moun- 
the wind than a bird’s voice; the wild sound, which is strangely taineers and hunters always being ready to add a fat wild goose to mournful, is generally uttered when the bird, just alighted, holds their store of provisions, after the breeding season is over in the its wings for a moment perpendicularly, before adjusting them over far north. 
its back. It is frequently heard in the night, all through the breed- ‘*A number of varieties of wild geese have been mentioned by 
ing season, and is, I think, one of the most remarkable outcries I authors, but the one here described is the goose commonly found ever heard. There is yet another note that the Tattler utters, in the upland regions, where, indeed, no other is ordinarily seen. chiefly when disturbed breeding: this is a harsh scream, quickly The male goose, or gander, is said to be very much attached to and often repeated, much like that given by other waders under his mate, and always remains near her when she is sitting on her the same circumstances. nest. The stories told of these creatures are singular enough, ““The food of this Tattler is mainly insects, especially grass- many of them being no doubt greatly exaggerated. By some na- hoppers, of which they must devour enormous quantities in the tions geese have been considered remarkably wise birds, while aggregate. They also feed on other small animal substances, as others believe them to be the embodiment of stupidity. In our well as upon various berries. I have found them very well condi- own land to call a person a goose is synonymous with calling him 
tioned even in the spring, and in the fall they grow surprisingly fat. an imbecile or an idiot. 
They are a tender and well-flavored bird. Being so delicate they «« Mr. Howell says: ‘ We have made havoc in the ranks of the are easily killed, dropping to a touch of the finest shot. The nest wild geese in the vast corn fields of Illinois. We have taken a is flimsy, merely a few straws to keep the eggs from the ground, | stand in the center of a large corn shock, and have seen them in a slight depression.” ‘come in myriads from the large swamps in the vicinity—alway _
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making their entry at a certain point instinctively, and their exit 
at another, if undisturbed. Here, sportsman, is your field, if you Gadwall; Gray Duck. (Chaulelasmus streperus.) 
can kill a goose! If you never did, ten to one if you draw a 
feather. Nothing is more deceptive than a long line of old Fig. 15. 

oo sp Su gs P ee a noyicen als Boose The Gadwall is a very rare bird, but is pretty generally dis- 
menue. ee OSes ee ate clack Ol tele ao ee as tributed over North America, and is usually met with accompanied 

oo & emg pound, fhe apparent proximity of the by others of its relatives. It is prised by the sportsman on ac- 
noisy fellows, as they seem to fly almost in one’s face, create the count of its gamy nature. 
impression in the mind of the uninitiated that they are only a few 

feet off; but when he rises and fires, to his chagrin he discovers 
that the flock has turned about at some eighty yards distance, Fulvous Tree Duck. (Dendrocygna fulva.) 
without a scratch. Many a splendid shot have we lost in this way, % 
through the nervousness of some amateur sportsman, who was Mert 
sure of almost any other bird, and who could make his right and This is a rare species of Duck, inhabiting the southwestern por- 

left shots very creditably, but who had never shot a goose. tions of the United States and Mexico, as well as South and 
«©«The Canada Goose is a heavily-fledged bird, and bearing Central America. 

down in a direct line upon the hunter, is no easy prey, until it is 

passing, or has passed. It is better to wait until you can see its 

white tips; then a quartering shot under the wing will bring down Autumnal Tree Duck. (Dendrocygna autumnalis.) 

your game. Four drachms of good powder, an ounce of No. 2 Wig a7: 

shot (which is coarse enough), and a little attention to the busi- 

ness, will usually settle your goose question. This Duck has about the same habitation as the last. 

‘«* But shooting geese on the vast wheat fields, in early spring, 
or late in the fall, after the winter wheat has sprouted nicely, is . se # 
another thing. Here are miles of expanse like the ocean, without Steller a Eider D Uch ies (saved ois Cecezte) 
cover of any kind; there are the geese, numbering thousands— Fig. 18. 
the knolls are black with them. Now is the time for strategy. ts = : 
You must select a windy day—for they can not rise down the Steller, the voyager, discovered this species inhabiting the inac- 

wind—provide yourself with a team of oxen and an old sled; lie cessible rocks and precipices on the coast of Kamschatka, where 

down ; allow the oxen to graze gradually toward them, making a it builds and breeds. It is Bary) beautifully colored species, 
circular tour toward the last, so that it will bring you to the wind- rarely ever met with, either in the northwest coast of North 
ward ; and work toward them until you notice symptoms of alarm, America or in its European habitat. When seen, it is usually in 

shown by the double note of the gander. Now is your chance. large flocks ; is exclusively a sea bird, seldom entering the estu- 

To your feet, before they can gather! You are near enough. aries of rivers. 
They must pass to the right or left, for they can not rise in any 

other direction. Each man select his birds, and if you do not bag 

two each, you should never shoot at a wild goose again, unless 

absolutely in self-defense. PLATE CXIx. 

‘¢*Much cunning is exhibited by these, birds in localities where 
they are frequently disturbed. We have often seen them in the Baird’s Sandpiper. (7ringa bairdi#.) 

great swamps of the Bureau Valley, along the Illinois, come in : 

about dark, when it was just too late to draw a sight, noiselessly eee 
stealing along, so as to avoid the random shot of the hunter return- This Sandpiper, whose soft, piping note is similar to others of 

ing to camp after a long day’s work. So attached are they to their its kindred, is quite generally dispersed throughout the interior 
old grounds, and so liable to be pursued at night by reckless ad- of North America, east of the Rocky Mountains. During the 
venturers, that after a few warnings they baffle the most intelligent. migrating season, it visits the Atlantic coast, passing chiefly 

Should their line of entry be discovered to-night, as they come through the interior, from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific. 
across the marsh from the south, to-morrow night, if you watch, 

you may hear the vibration of their wings, as they pass over the 

timber to the north, in their approach to the old rice pond, or open English Teal. (Querquedula crecca.) 

water on the big slough. Upon all occasions, and also when dis- : 
turbed, they exhibit their usual propensity to indulge in gabble and DE 

goose-talk.’ An European species that is occasionally met with on the Atlan- 

‘The different varieties of geese lay from six to ten eggs in tic coast. It is very similar to our common Teal, represented on 
nests built by them near the marshes and water-courses, where Plate VI, page 8. 

they love to dwell. These nests are lined with soft grass and fea- 

thers, and are well adapted to the purpose for which they are P = ys 

made. It is said that the smaller variety of wild goose builds its MexioamiConmoranti (Giicuiss 7 ecaaea) 
nest in trees, and that this is frequently the case in Dakota and Fig. 3 ‘ 
Montana Territories.” 

Pallas’ Cormorant. (Graculus perspicillatus.) 

Barnacle Goose. (Branta leucopsis.) Fig. 4. 

Fig. 13. 

An abundant European species that is very rarely met with in Hedsfeoed Compete: eat: eee) 

North America. Its habits are likely similar to the last named. Fig. 5.
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White-tufted Cormorant. (Graculus cincinnatus.) European Widgeon. (areca penelope.) 
Fig. 6. Fig. 11. 

Specimens of this European bird are frequently shot along the 
Florida Cormorant. (Graculus dilophus, var. floridanus.) Atlantic coast, from Greenland to Florida and to California. There 

, is quite a similarity in the characteristics and habits of this species 

Bigs: and the American Widgeon or Bald-pate, represented on Plate 
Cormorants are species of birds whose habits are all very much LXIl, fig. 1, page 88. Q 

alike. As their name indicates, their voracity is seemingly im- 
possible to satisfy ; they will eat as much and as long as they can, Gi d ae : 
and immediately attack other food that may happen to come within St. Domingo Duck. (Zrismatura dominica.) 
their reach. They are represented in all parts of the world, reves 
living in the sea, where they occupy some rocky island, or in 
fresh water marshes, or in lakes and rivers, only casually visiting This is a South America and West India species, of which a few 
the sea-coast, and seldom the interior. Their food is principally only have been obtained, which are supposed to be stragglers. The 
of fish, which is obtained by diving. Their flight is much better close, harsh plumage of this bird is readily distinguished by the 
than one would suppose from their appearance. They also walk peculiarity of its coloring from that of all other Ducks. 
tolerably well on level ground. 

The Mexican Cormorant inhabits Mexico, Southern United 
States up the Mississippi Valley to Illinois. Labrador Sand-shoal, or Pied Duck. (Campiolemus labradorius.) 

Pallas’ Cormorant is a species of the North Pacific coast. Fie. 1 
The Red-faced Cormorant, a resident of Alaska. eS 
The White-tufted Cormorant, same residence as last. This most rare species has for its habitat the northeastern coast 
The Florida Cormorant is a variety of the Double-crested Cor- of North America, occasionally it reaches the shores of New Jersey, 

morant, represented on Plate XIII, fig. 2, page 14. It is met in where it is called by sportsmen the Sand-shoal Duck, from its habit 
the Florida and Gulf coast. of frequenting sand-bars in quest of minute shell-fish, which con- 

stitute its principal food, and which it procures by diving like other 

Black Brant. (Branta bernicla, var. nigricans.) Sea Ducks. 

Fig. 8. Pacifio Eider. (Somateria V. nigra.) 

This variety of the typical species, represented on Plate Fig. 14. 
LXXXIII, fig. 1, page 127, is very abundant on the Pacific coast, ; ; A ’ 
and is also met, but not so numerously on the Atlantic coast; A common species of the Arctic and North Pacific coast, which 
their habits are about the same. is similar in all appearances, except the V-shaped black mark on 

the chin, to the Eider Duck, represented on Plate LXV, fig. 1, 

Booby Gannet. (Sula fiber.) page 93: 

Fig: 9. Florida Dusky Duck. (Avas obscurus, var. fulvigula. 
This species is very abundant on the coasts of our South Atlantic migeeel 

and Gulf States. Their nest is built in low trees or bushes; their 
food and mode of obtaining it, as well as other habits, are similar This is a variety of the Dusky Duck, represented on Plate 
to the common species represented on Plate LXIX, fig. 1, page 98. LVIII, fig. 3, page 85. It is a resident of Florida. 

ee : bill ‘ ; cone : Trowbridge’s Scooter aun » ig ao (Aedemia perspicilliata, Elegant Tem. (Sterea galericulata,) 

Fig. 10. Fig. 16. 

This variety of the typical species, represented on Plate LXV, This elegant species is a resident along the Pacific coast, from 
fig. 4, paze 96, is a winter visitor to the coast of California. Peru to California. Its habits are very similar to other Terns.
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