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Research shows that children’s attitudes and achievements are 
affected by race and sex bias in books—and that non-biased books can 
make a difference 

s 

How Books Influence Children: 5 

By Patricia B. Campbell and Jeana Wirtenberg : 

At home and at school, the books researchers found that white and ren toward themselves and each other 
that children read are, for the most Black children developed markedly improved after studying racial herit- 
part, sexist and racist. Although more favorable attitudes toward age and culture,® and another study 
books have improved somewhat in Blacks after using multicultural read- found that children who read about 
recent years, a 1980 report from the ers. Using readers which portrayed Black history were more convinced 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights en- Blacks with middle-class characteris- that Blacks and whites were equal 
titled Characters in Textbooks: A_ tics (worked hard, dressed nicely) in than were those who had not read 
Review of the Literature reminds us_ integrated situations for only four about Black history.’? Another study 
that in many books white boys still months caused children to be less apt of the effects of a “multiracial” curric- 
dominate, white girls still cry a lot, to exclude—and more apt to feel closer ulum on white primary grade children 
minority boys must still overcome all to—children from different racial found that children using the curricu- 
odds before they can be accepted, and groups than were a control group that lum had more positive attitudes to- 
minority girls still don’t exist. did not use the readers.’ ward minorities than those who did 

Tinisedewal beconies eventncreudis: Similar changes were found in stu- not. 

quieting when the effects of the books _ ‘ies of the effects of Black historyon = There is evidence to indicate that 
on children’s intellectual and emo- ¢lementary students. Black children the content of books affects achieve- 
tional development are considered. Who used Black studies materials for ment too. Although one 1977 study 
Even though many believe that child- Ply three months significantly im- foynd that a multiracial curriculum 
ren’s books do not transmit values to Proved their attitudes toward both had noeffect on reading achievement,? 
young readers, research indicates that Black and white people;* in another earlier studies indicated that multira- 
books may indeed “indoctrinate child- Study, white children who were ex- cial materials did affect achievement, 
ren in societally prescribed behav- posed to a Black heritage curriculum including reading comprehension and 
iors,” as the National Education As- ceeds their attitudes toward problem solving skills. 

7 ; i i a, re : . 

pocnnon BAe de neaes: Other studies have reported similar saa “e eae 

Multicultural vs. All-White Books ee ee cope hat an skills of a basal reader with white 
characters and settings to one that 

Most of the research on what effects featured multiracial neighborhoods. 
books have a faut ss oe Sn Children spent 30 days using one of 
on comparing the effects of multicul- ini u the books, were tested, spent another 
tural or non-sexist books and curricu- Defining One’s Terms 30 days using the other Lee and were 
lum to more traditional, less equitable The terms “non-racist” and “non-  yetested. Even though the two books 
materials. Research on multicultural sexist” are often loosely used. Every- were similar except for the racial 
materials has found that, for the most thing from books that have afew brown composition of the characters, all 
part, these materials have positive faces in the illustrations to an entire children using the multicultural book 
effects on children’s attitudes and Black Studies curriculum has been performed significantly better on tests 
achievements. called “non-racist.” Similarly, “non-sex- of word recognition and oral reading. 
One of the earliest studies in this ‘St materials” can range from those that Black children performed particularly 

area was done in 1944. Researchers include an occasional female protago- well on the word recognition test after 
found that exposing a group of white nist to a comprehensive reappraisal of using the multicultural book. The 
junior high school students to books the role of women in society. Readers children liked the multicultural text 
portraying Blacks in a positive way Should keep in mind that materials better: 76 per cent of the students 
caused their attitudes toward Blacks used for the studies discussed in the expressed a preference for the multi- 
to become more favorable than those 4¢companying article may or may not cultural book and were more inter- 
of a comparable group not exposed to Meet stringent criteria for non-biased ested in reading it.1° 

the materials.’ eS. A later study of the effects of incor- 
Twenty-five years later, two othe i emeemeee =porating Black studies in a social 
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studies curriculum also showed ren’s attitudes; however, these were and girls could succeed in doing the 

achievement gains. A predominantly either very short-term efforts involv- activities featured in the stories." 

Black group of children given the ing only one or two stories or the (Before reading the stories, most 

. Black studies curriculum made signif. stories used were simply role rever- children felt that “only boys” or 

icantly higher achievement scores sals, keeping the same stereotyped “mostly boys” could succeed in the 

than a similar group of students who characteristics and plot and merely activities.) Reading about people who 

did not use it. Boys, particularly, changing the sex of the main charac- successfully fought sex discrimination 

taking the Black studies curriculum  ter.!4 As the authors of one such study in non-traditional jobs caused both 

progressed unusually well and ex- noted: “Simply changing the names female and male elementary school 

pressed motivation and interest that and pronouns or changing illustra- children (first through fifth grade) to 
were not typical of their normal tions or adding occasional non- have less stereotypical attitudes about 
school behavior.!! traditional materials may not be pow-__ the jobs and activities mentioned in 

While most research has focused on erful enough to effect attitude the stories.19 For example, reading 
Blacks and whites, some work has_ change.”!> about a male nurse who successfully 
looked at such other minority groups Studies of a more sustained use of fought sex discrimination changed 
as the Innuit people and American non-sexist stories or of books that children’s attitudes toward who “can” 
Indians. Reading and discussing six were more positively non-sexist (i.e, or “should” be a nurse, but it did not 
stories that portrayed American Indi- books that go beyond changing the affect their attitudes about who “can” 
ans positively caused non-Indian par- sex of a character to portray the joys or “should” be a school teacher or 
ticipants to become significantly more - and problems of non-traditional lives truck driver. While these studies 
positive toward Indians.!2 In one of and choices) showed more positive showed attitude changes only in very 
the few studies to look at both the results. A study of the effects of the specific areas, another study, giving 
negative and positive effects of books, Council on Interracial Books for children five 30-minute reading ses- 
one group of children read positive Children’s own anti-sexist interven- sions with non-stereotyped books, re- 
stories about Innuit people while tion curriculum, “Winning ‘Justice for sulted in more general changes: child- 
another group read negative stories All,’” found that the material ap-  ren’s attitudes about both peer and 
about them. Students who read the peared to enable students to reduce adult activities and personality char- 
positive stories developed more favor- their sex-role stereotyping and to in- acteristics became less sexist.2° 
able attitudes toward Innuit people; crease _their , understanding of the Sex stereotyping in books has also 
students reading the negative stories dynamics of institutional discrimina- peen shown to have an impact on 

became more negative in their _tion.’* i % children’s preference and recall. One 
attitudes.}% Hearing stories about working study had girls read stories about 

mothers caused kindergarten girls to female letter carriers and ballet 
Sexist vs. Non-Sexist Books increase the number and type of jobs dancers while boys read about males 

a they thought were appropriate for jin those careers. The study found that 
Most of the research on non-sexist women,!” while reading a series of preschool children preferred stories in 

books indicate that these, too, have stories with female main characters which the characters demonstrated 
positive effects on children. Several in active roles caused both female and sex-stereotyped behavior. However, 
studies have found that reading non- male third and fourth graders to both girls and boys remembered ane 
sexist stories had no effect on child- increase their beliefs that both boys same sex, non-traditional story longer 

; and in more detail than they remem- 

bered the same sex, stereotyped story. 
; That study also found that a large 

Books Aren’t the Only Influence majority of lower-class boys disap- 
Books do influence children, but that influence can be strongly affected by proved of the story about the male 

other factors. For example, children, like adults, tend to interpret what they read ballet dancer; they labeled it “stupid” 
in light of their own attitudes and biases. In addition, the amount that a child and refused to listen. Middle- and 
already knows about an issue can affect a book’s impact; frequently, the less a upper-class boys, on the other hand, 
person knows about an issue, the more influential a book on that issue will be. seemed to accept the story. In con- 

In her work on the effects of media on children, Maccoby has drawn some trast, girls of all classes were much 
interesting and relevant conclusions: she notes that in “value areas where the more positive and accepting about the 
parents have strong, explicitly stated views, and where the parents serve as female mail carrier.?! 

models for their children’s actions, the media will have little effect.” On the other Studies on the impact of sexist and 
hand, “the values and attitudes which should be most vulnerable to media non-sexist materials on achievement 
influence should be those concerning which the significant people in the child’s are revealing. In one study, a sample 
life have not taken a stand.” Furthermore, “children in homes where parents do of preschool children was divided into 
not interact frequently with their children should be more susceptible to media _ three groups: one group heard a story 
influence than children whose relationship with parents is more intense.”' depicting achievement-oriented be- 

These theories are appealing, but much more research needs to be done on havior by a male character, another 
them before they can be regarded as fact. In the meantime, we need to remember heard a similar story about a female, 
that while books can make a difference in children’s lives, so can we. and the third group heard a story 
SSS ee eee with i a s 
1E.E. Maccoby, “Effects of the Mass Media,” Review of Child Development Research, Vol. 1,ed. Ta chine Gece 

ea pola Ew Hotiman (New Mere: Russell Sage Foundation: 1964), pp. 323-348. a task after hearing the story depict- 

ing same-sex achievement behavior 
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than after hearing about an opposite Zeer i 
sex character. In addition, the more “aan. #8 | “ei _ 
children recalled about the story of 7 nel it il te | Le i 
achievement by a same-sex character, § Hil La) we . > os CT Pe + 

the longer they persisted in the task. Sy augaiRUUres) | |g - ls - a 
Finally, after hearing the story about [=== MRE (77 ies a 
female achievement-oriented behav- on Ne 
ior, children were more apt to view a ") E sala Oem | Di 4 6g —_ 
girl in another story in a different (9% Begg Wir aeemnt ve Se ee 

situation as being achievement- . Ba 2 _ € Pied 
oriented than they were if they heard -_ aT ee / Lo | i 
the story about the male. Basedonthe @ mem a @ BF | 7 / ss. 
results of their study, authors McAr- gy - i... es, [- 
thur and Eisen drew a conclusion that ] a r «a oy -— 
seems to hold for all the work done on | > ' c — 
sexist and non-sexist materials: 7] _ bts 

equal representation of men and women a —rs—eEeEOM _ 4 . oe 

ee eee Bt Research shows that race and sex bias in books do affect children’s attitudes 
books on achievement behavior mea- %”d achievements. (Photo by Freda Leinwand) 
sured in the present investigation were 
only short term, but so was the exposure 
to these stories. Thus ... it does not dice, Zimet concludes that while it they are depicted in a stereotypical 
seem unreasonable to expect that young would appear that much of the long- fashion. The need for books to be both 

girls prolonged exposure to stereotypic term influence of reading depends non-sexist and non-racist has been 

Tamer lore of adult “achievement” ag wP00 its reinforcement in the home ignored by authors and researchers, Tt : S and community, the potential for is a rare book and even rarer study 
compared gan rae changing a point of coe, has been that deals with both racism and sex- 
In the study cited above the demonstrated by the immediate effect ism, and the books and research 

changes in behavior were only short o0ks do have on children’s beliefs.22 Suffer as a consequence. 

term; however, so was the treatment. Research indicates that multiracial Research to date indicates that 
There seems to be some indication j,5\5 and non-sexist books can have books can make a difference—and 
that the amount of time children | positive influence on children, but that they can be an effective tool in 
spend on materials influences the 4,4 influence of books that are both ‘educing racism and sexism in so- 
extent to which they retain the atti- non-kexist and nonracet has yet to ciety. However, the existing research 
tudes and values of those materials. tS oaeininta Awan many other » is not enough. Educators must update, 

A study examining the effects of a cae ices ae an anal ore? expand and, most important, dissemi- 
sexist reading program wherein the tely. M: # 5 ae ulti eat nate the work that has been done. It is 

20 consonants were represented by ane asecbe ee d cure painfully obvious that the existing 
boys and the six vowels by girls found cena y eae Hoe Besar’ hic = research is not widely circulated; most 

this to be the case. The longer a group °° : sme be outs A mw ‘ of the people writing, publishing or 
of children were exposed to this pro- ae £ fr i ei ae 2 oo : © purchasing children’s books are unfa- 
gram—which included such com- c ae ECS eae ay aarie eu one a miliar with the findings discussed in 
ments as “A girl. A girl. Oh, go away: 72. Were Similar to those made by this article—and therefore would not 
Roca ened 6 tk or play”. Harper & Row when they revised a be inclined to act on the implications 

es 8 OE OES OF DABS: basal reader, Around the Corner, in hi dit 
the more their attitudes became sex 1972: Mark g a janet Pda of these findings. acu 
stereotyped and the longer those atti- aM a = 7 ee ee tes . aA Below are several ways this infor- 
tudes were retained. Children who iv ae ie ‘ ee a Pann mation can be more widely circulated. 

used the materials regularly had more Soar ao She os Ti u a ae ¢ We could let our professional 
stereotyped attitudes than those who °° ® a e is just like a girl, she organizations know of our interest 
used it intermittently and were in turn &'V°S UP- ae f and encourage them to support and 
Weroneenist than children eho had’ Like most traditional all-white text- publish work in this area. 
Hot asediihelsenestat alle: books, Black studies curriculum mate- e Teachers and librarians can do 

Dineciralicauontsn (esearnlatidies rials emphasize male accomplish- further work on the effects of non-sex- 

F ments and male history with few ist and non-racist books and let their 

is ei a eee of a aR to i female role models.2? As a result, both colleagues know about the results. 
ee cally reinforced in order to be Back and white boys frequently expe- Two recent publications of the U.S. 
long-lasting. However, the extent to rience more positive effects from mul- Commission on Civil Rights can be 
which positive school materials can ticyltural materials than do girls.® extremely useful: Characters in Text- 
counteract negative influences outside And just as non-racist stories are books: A Review of the Literature 
the school—as well as negative peer often sexist, stories with non-sexist discusses the effects of textbooks on 
influences within the school—remains themes are often racist: minority char- students’ attitudes, personality devel- 
unclear. In her book Print and Preju- acters play minimal or no roles, or opment and behavior, academic 
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achievement and career aspirations Footnotes 4 (January, 1974), pp. 1-14. 
and attainment; Fair Textbooks: A - P saps 18K_P. Scott, “Elementary Pupils’ Percep- 
Resource Guide contains more than pn na Uc an eas one Of Reading and Social Studies Mate- 

u tion for Survival, ERIC Document ED aie D he Gas of the Maan Gh 
1,500 materials that can be used to 994299, 1973. Mal ae See eee Oi a a 
promote greater sex and race fairness eri leckeon Me niecteron Rendiaecncon iecaagree oo 

3 $ . 2 tracts UMI 780973 (Ann Arbor, 1977). 

ue Cee oe lustroctional aa Attitudes toward the Negro Race,” Library * Been op. He p. oe mee 
rials. (Bo ooks are available for Quarterly, Vol. 14 (January, 1944), pp. 52- 20thidpea0e 
free while the supply lasts from the 53. VC. Flax, DS. Fidler and R.W. Rogers, 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 3J.H. Litcher and D.W. Johnson, “Sex Role Stereotypes: Developmental As- 
Warehouse, 621 Payne St., Alexan- ‘Changes in Attitudes toward Negroes of pects and Early Intervention,” Child De- 
dria, Va. 22314; in the future, they can White Elementary School Students after velopment, Vol. 47 (December, 1976), pp. 
be obtained from the Superintendent Use of Multiethnic Readers,” Journal of 998-1007. 
of Documents, U.S. Government éucational Psychology, Vol. 60 (April, 21§.A. Jennings, “Effects of Sex Typing 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 1969), pp. 148-152. in Children’s Stories on Preference and 

20402.) ane Roth, “The Effects of ‘Black Stu- ee co. geen Ade Vol. 46 
e Parents, individuals and groups es’ on Negro Fifth Grade Students,” a 2 RD: Aareee 4 

ths . Journal of Negro Education, Vol. 38 (Fall, 221,Z. McArthur and S.V._ LEisen, 

oe ores ; an 1969), pp. 435-443. “Achievements of Male and Female Story- 
i E ie ‘ “« A book Characters as Determinants of 

teachers and librarians in thelr com- cS 1 Gel and Jobneon, "Bahancing RUsement “Behavior. by. Boye, ail 
munity, urging them to consider the piack Heritage®) (Childhood | Faucation Girls,” Journal of Personality and Social 
papier = this Soe when Vol. 46 (April, 1970), pp. 397-399. a eee Vol. 33 (April, 1976), pp. 467- 
selecting children’s materials. ie fe. f a . : ; 

* Publishing personnel can circu yicuium upon the SelfConcept of Children “McArthur and Eisen, op. cit, p. 473, 
late the studies among their col- in Racially Integrated Fourth Grade Class- pv, Jenkins, “Sexism, in Children's 3 ed Books and Elementary Classroom Mate- 
leagues, asking that the findings be rooms” (Paper presented at the annual «1 . * 

idered when selecting and/or ed- meeting of the American Educational Re- ele sane, anda) Gnauane ce a consi e ens & ig 0! ne : 2 Pace Nisen et al. (Urbana: National Coun- 
iting children’s literature or school search Association, Washington, D.C., (i) of Teachers of English, 1977). 

materials. : April, 1968). 2§.G. Zimet, Print and Prejudice (Lon- 
e These findings can be shared 7D.W. Johnson, “The Effects of a Free- don: Houghton and Stroughton, 1976). 

with textbook selection committees on dom School on Its Students,” The Urban 2sWomen on Words and Images, . Dick 
the state and local levels. Bias-free %’s: Race Relations as the Problem in and Jane as Victims: Sex Stereotyping in 
school materials should be a priority aoe so on and B. Mackler es Books (Princeton: Women on 

‘ ; . We $ er, . ords and I, , 1975). 
of all community action groupe com 8R. Westphal, The Effects of a Primary- 251, nea Ww, ) in U.S. Hi 
cerned with quality education. z 3 '. , “Women in U.S. History 

: grade Level Inter-ethnic Curriculum on High Sch ” 6 * Oy dat de federal a Ls el 2 ig 001 Textbooks,” Social Education, 
oundations and tederal an Racial Prejudice (San Francisco: Rand E Vol. 35 (March, 1971), pp. 249-260, 338. state funding agencies should be en- Research Associates, 1977). Vee and Ercth oot Ge i goed eae 

couraged to support additional re- ®Westphal, op. cit., p. 25. 28Whipple, op. cit., p. 12, ‘ 

search on the effects of books on 10G. Whipple, “Appraisal of the City E. Johnson and C. Henton, “The Rela- 
children, and people developing non- Schools’ Reading Program” (Detroit: Div- tionship between Self-Concepts of Negro 
sexist and non-racist materials should _ ision of Improvement of Instruction, 1963). Elementary School Children and Their 
be encouraged to test the effects of se ER ae ee oat Academic Achievement, Intelligence, In- 

: : : i ence in Ghetto Child- terest and Manifest Anxiety,” Co-operati 
their materials on children. 0 ren’s Achievement and Attitudes?” Jour- Project #1592, Washingion, DC. 1964, “ 

nal of Negro Education, Vol. 42 (Winter, 
1973), pp. 33-38. 

- 12F'L, Fisher, “The Influence of Reading 
Discussion Can Help! and Discussion on the Attitudes of Fifth About the Authors 

; ; Graders toward American Indians,” Ph.D. 
The greatest attitude and behavior p: -ertation, University of California, Ber- PATRICIA B. CAMPBELL is the Director 

changes occur when the use of non- 1.476. 1965, Of Campbell RibleruAssoci A 
i id -racist books and mate- u aa a ji 1 eterna POC aIeR, Gh Aoue sexist and non-r : iu 13H, Tauran, “The Influence of Reading tional equity consulting firm. A former 

rials are supplemented with discus- on the Attitudes of Third Graders toward Director of the Project on Sex Stereotyping 
sions to help children clarify Eskimos,” Ph.D. Dissertation, University in Education, Dr. Campbell has developed 
misconceptions and share relevant ex- of Maryland, College Park, 1967. 15 instructional units on stereotyping in 
periences and feelings. Obviously, the uAWer Stotsky, “Intervention in Sex Role education for teachers and teacher educa- 
nature of the discussion and the extent Socialization,” Women Studies Newsletter, tors. JEANA WIRTENBERG is currently 
to which the parent, teacher or librarian Vol. 4 (1976), pp. 6-7. Team Leader in the Social Processes/Wo- 
: - : f judi 15C, Schau, “Evaluating the Use of Sex men’s Research Team at the National 
is perceived as being free of prejudice zi a : . 

j ialeNA ehildven Role Reversed Stories for Changing Child- Institute of Education of the Department 
are crucial. Woreover, many. nar ren’s Stereotypes” (Paper presented to the of Education. Before joining NIE, Dr. 
may tailor their responses to please an annual meeting of the American Educa- Wirtenberg was a social science analyst at 
adult, especially if the adult's Own tional Research Association, Toronto, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
attitudes are presented in an overforce- April, 1978). where she headed the textbook project 

ful manner. To avoid this, adults may nO) Frost, unpublished technical report which led to two recent Commission publi- 
want to use non-judgmental questions submitted to the Women’s Educational cations—Fair Textbooks: A Resource 
to allow for introspection and retro- ae — pes Aes ae i lear ia rouse Publication No. 61) 
spection on the part of the children. i .K. Barclay, e Emergence of Voca- a aracters in Textbooks: A Review of 

P ; a mos ae s Gs ‘ tional Expectations in Preschool Child- the Literature (Clearinghouse Publication 
ren,” Journal of Vocational Behavior, Vol. No. 62). 
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We know that tests are biased against minorities. Now studies show 
that the content and format of tests also affect how well girls score 

2 © 

Non-Biased Tests Can Change the Scores 

By Patricia B. Campbell and Elois Scott 

Just as the sexism and racism in ing Service has stated that although adolescents and adults. To date, re- 
books affect student performance, so males score about 40 points higher search on young children has been 
too may the racism and sexism in than females on the math section of mixed; findings range from some or 
other reading material, particularly the Scholastic Aptitude Test, this no effect® to the case of a study of 
tests. When one considers thatin 1972 difference could be cut at least in half Black sixth graders which showed a 
alone over two hundred million by including more subject matter that reverse effect—girls doing better on 
achievement tests were used in the is familiar to females.5 math items with a traditionally mas- 
U.S.1 and that test performance af- The influence of test content on culine content and boys doing better 
fects all facets of our lives from pre- performance seems to affect primarily 0n traditionally feminine items.’ More 
school through adulthood, the influ- work is needed in this area, particu- 
ence of sexism and racism on test =cc=a2icniRNGAGOSRAOMUROMM jarly for younger children, but the 
performance takes on new and fright- It’s a Man’s World argument for equitable test content is 
ening dimensions. In testing, it’s a man’s world. A 1974 Compelling since content has been 
Research shows that sexism in the study’ found that some achievement found to influence the test scores of 

content of tests affects performance. tests have over 60 mentions of males to der students. 
Gloria Milton found that females did every mention of a female. Over 70 Format can also affect the perfor- 
better on test problems dealing with percent of the characters in the Califor. mance of females and males. One 
matters considered appropriate to the nia Achievement Test, the lowa Test of ‘Study found that switching from es- 
female role than they did when the Basic Skills and the Stanford Achieve- S@Y or fill-in-the-blank questions to 
problems were about a stereotypically ment Test were male—even when the More objective items such as multiple 
“masculine” area.’ This finding has se of the generic “man” was not Choice produced higher scores for 

been substantiated in other studies counted. And except for isolated cases ™ales. This was found to be true 
which found that girls tend to do such as the Metropolitan Achievement Cross a wide range of subjects, in- 
better on questions dealing with hu- Test, which was revised in 1978 to Cluding those that boys traditionally 

man relations and that boys tend to include equal numbers of females and &¢elled in like math and those that 
do better on questions dealing with majes, the current situation is much the Sitls_ traditionally excelled in like 
science and economics.’ (For example, same Ee it was in 1974. reading comprehension.® 

girls would have a tendency to do When females are shown, itis usually _ According to Dr. Carol Dwyer, also 
better on a math or reading compre- in stereotypic roles. Women are shown Of the Educational Testing Service, 
hension question dealing with pat- almost exclusively as homemakers or ‘est makers are aware that “‘sex 
terns of child rearing, while boys in the pursuit of hobbies. Young girls ‘“ifferences’ can be created or elimi- 
would have a tendency to do betteron are shown doing “female chores,” while nated through the selection of items to 
similar questions dealing with pat- boys play, climb, hike and mesure be included in a test.” A test can be 
terns of sound waves. The same skills rojes of responsibility and leadership slanted toward either sex or balanced 
would be needed to answer both ques-  Girig help with the cooking, buy veget- to assure sex equity through format 
tions, but the content affects whether abies and take a back seat to stronger (multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, es- 
the item is answered correctly.) more qualified boys * say) or item content (stereotypically 
The number of females and males This stereotyping does not improve feminine, stereotypically masculine or 

appearing in a test item can also be in tests for older students. In fact, it eutral) selected to make up the test.° 
influential. A 1977 analysis of four of gets worse. And, as erudants get iden While all tests can be “balanced” to 
the most widely used achievement they encounter fewer and fewer test %how little or no sex differences, few 
tests found that adolescent girls were items with females in them are. Those that are “balanced” are 
more apt to get an item correct if it. ©° ———# —\_——_—_—_—_——_ i generally IQ tests whose developers 
mentioned more girls than boys or an _‘'C.K. Tittle, KA. McCarthy and J.F. Steckler, operate on the given that females and 
equal number of girls and boys. That Women in Educational Testing (Princeton: males are equal in intelligence and 

is, if an item mentioned three girls Educational Testing Service and the Asso- then design a test to substantiate that 
and one boy, the girls had a greater Ae for Messuremnelt and Evaluation in siven. That is, the content and the 
tendency to answer correctly. Dr. Tho- Ulganeere1274): item tests are selected and refined 
mas Donlon of the Educational Test- NOMEN until the sexes score approximately 
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equal. Thus, when studi _ 
females and males spent acre he 7: : The testi 

oo in intelligence, it may be that 7 ON : a | be oe cae val bias, Moat 

di they are reporting is that the test 3 A Sn 1 islzuaaiteweit at ts are based on the 

did what it was designed to do—i ci oS Cté<“‘( — Taped aie mers han oe it was designed to ¢ omit, a CO a ane = sees ae more items one 

and females—as grou — a G, the Inghier One a acer (and 

ai 3 ps—areequalin [a | ee. Child "tres 

intelligence. It is interesti ed =. ,., eee a 
: ting to note Ce >, ful i i "he ae 

that no such assui resting to no oa | careful consideration and th 

mption has b ve, .,lrtdtCrlL ld | of asi ee 

made about the e « ‘ 2 Bag [| a _ leben aie 
Bde: qual intell: —-— -.«§ _ i np hee ade Dnt beeal issue of oe 4 5 (as do Native Americans) have been 

groups—and y peple—as = we _ found to score | a eo - an st ee are ~ Se | tests” than BD ees ‘speeded 

ined t0 fit that aseumptl Se we see other paid ee bet ae anpaoe Ie — | van ee value a quick response.!4 

a Peli ity as they are for sex AN the one fee in the pasa 

. Perhaps one way to combat est results i ionity characters rel 

a e effects of bias in tests is to nae our lives. ce insta! ee a unde Seca a ie ae 

trying to construct “culture fair” or os ent elfre are fil boing de 
oe free” tests—goals that most valued o ienored This reinforament 
a ae fea tste—goal that m ; : valued or ignored. This reinforce 

t publisher have ak ledge to because - f the differ oe ihetvecn ike of the myth that minority care 

sts in such a wa: i Ree nee ee ffect on minor 

rather 19 cn ‘ nav eheoae alued can have a negati 

color as groups scor en of guage in which tests ar i Lee ae iteon 
| : ath ; wre written. nority children’ -con- 

i children as a orsuy Sores sede Hee oe soca res hh is shown eo ioe 
WP. hag, aaa researc. is la 

fairly lati of racism in testing are structure and syntax ae ee worth is ne aicseeee 

ately high ake ay disproportion- to Laat test takers.!2 Also, S aaee ee * "ave cane 
1 er of minority child- Words have diff ti ing, ately high number of minor i vee ifferent connotations in In testing, as in 

and the dis ’ or “retarded” O erent cultures. For instance, in 27e@8, the ‘i cniceacaon Oo 
proportionately 1 Black English, “th , A Gp id econ tales ot oe 

number of minority chi ly low : glish, “the Hawk” means th oe “espe 
| oper Blac ans the © sexism that 

as gifted all bear evid en classified Tae while in standard English it is cially negative eff on mlnoty 
as gift lence to these 2 large bird. Taking a test based on a females. The mi ty femal bathe 
ie language structure and syntax diff from the s ee iataclos oot 

inane? ats ee primarily a drom one § ownseven though the ey male ‘put in ‘addition she i 

ause tests are the products of th anguage is the , i by Wie eosin ae 

ma, 2 e same, negativel: , also affect i a 

er ee Iture. Their language, con- fects performance. And, of Gouree a plagues the m to. 
ent i Ricatione dence ecerieonte the test taker and the test developer Th i mee 

procedures are all drawn from a cul- or scorer—have di Eee Phe OE Clol'hile eee : 

ture that is foreign or at least ke ee for the same eee ee ere ee tn 

familiar to many minority childien, taker’s score will oufk he Po) Bo tua ay men ue 

Cultural back; dren. Th or chi ar tinea q eo 
: ckground, geographic i e problems for child foe citer misc 

lation and low socio-eco: A 50° native langu: i ; paren Pe ees ee a in 

often combi e nomic status Bue a poe one ee pe Oe to the large 
3 a en o‘etmomie stat ee I ce is irrelevant to the lar; 

ae with a frame of reference ae ces in language eucs Bee. ae i a representation 

lifferent than those envisioned and ral concepts, there are many fs a fa veal aaa eceeationg 

expected by test developers.}! English that look similar t da typed test content is a imaple matier 
Many minorit; . from the child’ i ee ee : ° 

obstacle of Pa children face the put whos veanings re es en sax wool cbatacle Gamat ah ie e meanings are very differ- Footnot 

wide weuety of all used to test a ceibarihec? ta tay, dea us ae "OX. i 
x ills from readi i eee ler, W 

eomiienension to problem ee Spanish word epee. hich Steck le Women and Baoation U resting 

cs ones Native American child- ae a Pregnant, and the English bee io te paneanonel Testing Service a ee oe Wmagaune “resembles the ae the Association for Mesecranient aid 

so viet ated because of the poverty anea: word magazin, which means ee FN Ue tps i. 

so often caused by racism will have Ce ee ee oe oe 
ttle experience with the ocean or easy, confuse the test taker wh Sa Geral pinot wel litle experie nes | , ; ose Skills,” Journal Social 

i pts concerning the oceai ee ee 0125 086 pp 208218. 
Chicano and Indi hi ocean. cause scores to be | Eat ave Coens tot oe 2 

Southwest i an children in the ty child @ lower. Bothitinok Wil Chtinan’ “Sex Didier oe 

ma: ae isolated for similar reasons a ildren whose language structure sponse to Ttems i tia ated 

lated - ee ah concepts re- igh ee standard Eng- ighteenth Yearbook, National Cou iat 

icy, cold winters. Test items j saree ao aened we cation Dp. 

op ee dealing with these and 8 : nglish have trouble velth oie nee Sra 

iar to concepts which may be unfamil-  jzy cs tense markers, particularly in TF. Donlon, “Content Factors i 

groups of children immedi sorelipre se ental at the Sa 

re an ir gndkverhs n Test Questions” (P. 

P I ese children at a disadvantage. at oe the plural of fish is fish, a . Sa ee of the New 

n addition, minority chi . ot fishes, and the past tense of eee i ie 2 of go is te ee Mass., ian Associa- 

-F. Donlon, R.B. Ekstrom and M.E. 
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Lockheed, “Performance Consequences of ee 
Sex Bias in the Content of Major Achieve- 
ment Batteries: Final Report,” ERIC Docu- EVALUATING TESTS FOR BIAS 
ment ED 151415, July, 1977. s B 

5Donlon, op. cit. ex Bias 
6R. Montemayor, “Children’s Perfor- YES NO 

mance in a Game and Their Attraction to 1. Are there approximatel 
It as a Function of Sex-Typed Labels,” males in the uel: yeequal-numbers of: temalészand 
Child Development, Vol. 45 (March, 1974), 
pp. 152-156. 2. Are males and females portrayed in a variety of roles and 

B.S. Plake, H.D. Hoover and B.H. Loyd, occupations, not just in stereotypic ways? 
“An Investigation of Differential Item i \ i 
Performance by Sex on the Iowa Tests of 3. Do test items include approximately equal numbers of 
Basic Skills” (Paper presented to the Na- questions on areas traditionally considered of feminine inter- 
tional Council on Measurement in Educa- est and on areas traditionally considered of masculine inter- 
tion, Toronto, 1978). est? 

7 ine oat ae era 4. If the answer to either 1, 2 or 3 is “no,” has work been done 
formane: of SiztRICeade SRMdEREA? (Paser 1° ie that these biases do not cause the scores of one sex 
presented to the National Council on Mea- to be inflated? 

surement in Education, Washington, D.C., 5. Are the same norms (comparison scores) used to assess 
1975). a : : the performance of males and females, rather than having one 

®R.C. Murphy, “Sex Differences in Ex- set of norms for females and another for males? 
amination Performance” (Paper presented y 2 
to the International Conference on Sex 6. If a test is recommended for use with females and males, 
Role Stereotyping, Cardiff, Wales, 1977). have both sexes been used in the studies which measure the 

8C.A. Dwyer, “Test Content and Sex _ test's validity (if the test measures what it says it does) and 
DileaGs in or ae Teacher, reliability (if the test measures consistently)? 

CAA. Bakke. “Placement of Black and 7: If the test is used for selection, is the predictive validity 
White Children in Educable Mentally Han- (how well the test predicts performance) equally accurate for 
dicapped Classes and Learning Disability females and males? 
Classes,” Exceptional Child, Vol. 41 
(March, 1975), pp. 438-439. , 

1A, Anastasi, Psychological Testing . 
(New York: Macmillan, 1976). Race Bias YES NO 

12) ie i 

dma es ice oe Dead, 1. Are members of different racial and cultural groups por- 
Mead, 1975). trayed in the test items? 
13 «i ioli isti 

Gre ae eee 2. Are minorities portrayed in ways that are positive and 

Speech, Vol. 19 (Spring, 1971), pp. 19-26. representative? 

ee ae Early pconcepaene eae 3. Are the test items either written in the test takers’ lan- 
[Re de (New York: World Book, guage system or written so as to exclude words whose 
1925). meaning in standard English may be different than their 

18], Miller, Testing Black Children (New meaning in the language systems of the children being 

York: Prentice-Hall, 1971). tested? 
16Samuda, op. cit., p. 149. 
11C.K. Tittle, Sex Bias in Testing: A 4. If the answer to either 1, 2 or 3 is “no,” has work been done 

Review with Policy Implications (Prin- to insure that these biases do not cause the scores of minority 
ceton: ERIC Clearinghouse on Tests, Mea- group members to be lower? 
surement and Evaluation, 1978). P : a 

5. Are test items and answer materials positioned and spaced 
in a manner that is familiar to children from the different 

About the Authors cultures to be tested? 

PATRICIA B. CAMPBELL is the Director 6. Have proportionate numbers of minority group children 
of Campbell-Kibler Associates, an educa- been used in the studies which measure the validity (if the test 

tional equity consulting firm. A former measures what it says it does) and the reliability (if the test 
Director of the Project on Sex Stereotyping measures that consistently) of the test? 
in Education, Dr. Campbell has developed 
15 instructional units on stereotyping in 7. If the test is used for selection, is the predictive validity 
education for teachers and teacher educa- (how well the test predicts performance) equally good for 
tors. ELOIS SCOTT is the Director of the majority and minority group members? 
Reading and Writing Center of the Univer- 

sity of Florida and is an Associate Profes- adapted from “Sex Bias in Educational Testing” by Marlaine Lockheed, a paper presented at 
sor in the School of Education. Recently the International Symposium on Educational Testing, The Hague, July, 1973, and from 
Dr. Scott was the language arts co- References: Issues in Instrumentation” by the Center for the Study of Evaluation, a paper 
ordinator for the Florida State Student prepared for the Women and Minorities Training Program, Mills College, California, August, 
Assessment Tests. Her major research  49g0, 
interest is in minority students in majority 

institutions. Se eee eee ee 
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Findings of the second World Council of Churches’ consultation on 
racism in children’s books, and a letter from the CIBC vice-president 
who attended the week-long consultation 

a Race, Sex and Class: 
A Report from Latin America 

By Irma Garcia 

“Class and Race in Latin American struggle against race and class op- Another important contribution 
School Texts” was the topic of a week- pression requires an understanding of was made by Quince Duncan. He’s 
long consultation held in San José, the entire Latin American situation— the only published Black author in 
Costa Rica, March 10-14. This was the including its historical, economic and Costa Rica. (That country, like Puerto 
first spin-off of the World Council of social context. Because some bour- Rico, is sometimes referred to as a 
Churches 1979 conference on child- geois intellectuals propose limited so- “Show Case of Democracy” in the 
ren’s books and school textbooks, held lutions such as “negritude” and “in- Caribbean.) Duncan was very con- 
in Arnoldshain, FRG (Bulletin, Vol. 10, digenismo” (Black and Native cerned with the issue of bilingualism 
Nos. 1 & 2). CIBC Vice-President Irma American cultural nationalism), with- and cultural penetration. (Most people 
Garcia represented CIBC at the consul- out confronting the entire social and were concerned with these issues— 
tation; her report on the conference economic system which undergirds particularly Native Americans.) Since 
appears below and is accompanied by racism, their analysis and solutions most of the Blacks in Costa Rica and 
a summary of the conference findings. are incorrect and their movements Panama originally come from Ja- 

cannot lead to liberation. maica, they and the Native Ameri- 
The struggle against racism has to cans see Spanish, not English, as the 

be undertaken in the context of the language imposed by the state. Weird 
Being in Costa Rica as a Latin _ struggle for national and social libera- world! They were all very interested in 

woman representing a U.S. organiza- tion of the people of Latin America, learning about bilingual programs in 
tion affected me more than I expected. and therefore it has to emphasize the the U.S. and in engaging in progres- 
It dramatized many of the contradic- totality of the socio-economic system sive dialogues around this subject. It 
tions of colonized people. I guess I that sustains racism. is so complex that even separating the 
needed this, but it is hard and drain- There was a small group that origi- many issues involved would be of 
ing. I even got an indecent lobster-red nally opposed this position—two or tremendous help. These were also the 
suntan from just walking around in three Panamanians and Costa Rican people most concerned with textbooks 
San José. As you know, no self- Blacks and one Native American and children’s literature. 
respecting Latina would accept even from Bolivia. Their objections resulted Most of the papers presented deal- 
to herself that she is that “white.” in a dialog that brought into the open ing directly with textbooks had a 

I have been trying to write an the interrelations between classism more complex approach than CIBC 
article about the experience but it and racism. takes. Most papers told about groups 
doesn’t come out. I’ve decided to write that had started by doing work like 
this letter instead, sharing with you Adding Sexism ours at CIBC and then took the ana- 
some of the thoughts that have come lyses further. For instance, a Mexican 
out of this conference. Several of the women present made woman, Dr. Eufrosina Rodriguez, 

There was a beautiful exposition of a practice of adding sexism to the from the Department of Education at 
the limitations of theories and strug- discussions of class and race. We did the Universidad Nacional de Mexico, 
gles based only on racism by a Hai- not push this because we wanted to presented an analysis of the sort of 
tian scholar, Gerard Pierre-Charles, focus on the first two issues at this pseudo-scientific constructs coming 
who is presently in exile in Mexico. particular conference. However, Ber- from educational establishments like 
(He is an expert on the Caribbean and tha Vargas—one of the organizers of the University of Chicago and 
on the immigration of Caribbean peo- the conference and a member of the Teachers College and from individu- 
ples to the U.S.) World Council of Churches—is very ls like William Shockley which are 

His analysis was accepted by al- active in women’s groups in Latin imported by Latin America and used 
most everyone at the conference, so America. She was urged by all the as a basis for education programs 
the document that came out of the women present to include sexism in there. Dr. Rodriguez participates in a 
workshop states, in essence, that the the next conference. study group with her colleagues. They 
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are doing work similar to the CIBC’s, _ tried, grouping those people interested and national holidays. (They are do- 
particularly in identifying sexist ste- in working on the interrelations ofthe ing similar consciousness-raising 
reotypes. Apparently there are several big three issues—race, sex, class. work around October 12—“Discovery 
such groups in Mexico. One of them The other recommendations that of America Day”—that the CIBC has 
has published an analysis of sexist came out of the conference are in line done around “Thanksgiving Day.” 0 
caricatures by the radical cartoonist with what CIBC already does—iden- 
Ruiz, which is being sent tome. (This tifying stereotypes, involving About the Author 
might be useful in a future issue of the members of the same group in analy- jRyA GARCIA, vice-president of the 
Bulletin.) From conversations with sis of their literature or the literature CIBC, taught Puerto Rican Studies at 
Rodriguez it seems that her group’s concerning them, re-evaluating school Lehman College. 
history is very similar to that of 
CIBC. However, for the last several 
years they have mee discussing the |... ............. .............., 

pe eee ee Summary of the Findings of the Costa Rica Consultation 
Everyone seemed interested in stud- Colonial and imperialist domination has shaped all of Latin American social, 

ying readers and history text books. economic, cultural and political structures. All of these structures have been 
Some of the Native American nations, developed and maintained to service the needs of outside countries, plus a small, 
Kuna, for instance—have the bizarre wealthy segment of each country’s population that benefits from this system. 
experience of having to learn Spanish _ Racism is one structure which is used, in conjunction with others such as class, to 
first so that they can read their own _ maintain the overall system of oppression and to justify the continuing poverty of 
language, because the only written the peoples of the continent. 
system of their own language is that Because racism is interlocked with class and political power, the struggle for 
used by the Spanish missionaries who _ liberation must include a struggle for economic and national liberation, along with 
transcribed their language into Span- the cultural liberation usually thought of as linked to racism. Movements which 
ish phonics. Therefore they are inter- merely strive for Black power or Indian power and ignore the nationalist and 
ested in bilingualism and the racist, economic struggle against imperialist domination cannot effectively bring about 
sexist and classist content of the change. 
readers used to teach Spanish. In Latin America, as elsewhere, racism is deliberately used to divide the Indian, 

Black and mestizo people—who are the majority of the population—in order to 
The Issue of Tourism weaken opposition to those now in power. This explains why school textbooks 

a . generally distort or ignore altogether the historical struggles of Indians, Blacks 
wee ee e and mestizo people to overcome their oppression. thes 

Tilmedatern: onclor “nae ONCE Ga Textbooks present the viewpoint and culture of the present dominating groups. 
ihaeenole isan efiauriamiandiie toll They demean the indigenous peoples and cultures as being “primitive” and they 
onlthe aaronalceosthere weremmion, present the European colonizers as being superior beings to be imitated by the 
ing accounts of this selling of one’s Latin American children. The history of slave revolts and their contribution to 
heritage, so to speak, represented not national liberation movements is disregarded. History is presented as moving 
only by. ener performances fare the ahead, the result of the individual efforts of a few “great men,” the standard- 
Gouristeeinl Sani Biece(Panama) but bearers of a superior order—a march to civilization led by whites. And people who 
also by their tripaito perform for N = live in climates warmer than that of Europe or the U.S. are presented as lazy, 

Yorkers. This is so much a part of backward, in need of guidance. . r 4 a 
their daily reality that they aee itas.a Educators generally follow the ideology of their state, which results in an 
graye omission in’ textbooks and authoritarian and litist approach to teaching. ae: 5 

childrersaliterature. [heussue ct tocs: The Church historically was allied to the colonialists. Church literature 
ame and allot entails is complex identified the Gospel with Western civilization, ignoring the religions and cultures 
because, in many instances, it is the of the local people. Recently, some local churches have begun to change their 

peoples’ only means of ee al. Very loyalties and to identify with the oppressed. 

little is known in the U.S. about Latin 
American Indians, and a network Recommencations 

ee elie at Educators should: Study the textbooks for evidence of racism and publicize their 
tant explorations into issues of Indian findings. Develop schools which do not support the status quo. Insist that all 

identity. students be taught in their own language. Develop among their students an 
Besides promoting an awareness of understanding of race and class issues. ‘ : 

the deep and complex relationship Churches should: Design and Promote new educational programs to raise 
between! cacemandiclascedhelcantae people's awareness of their oppression. Stimulate their churches to practical 
ence called for fom communal ae se racism. Analyze their ecclesiastical texts for evidence of 

pas 2 eee race and class bias. 
Sees oe ee ee Lae ea Develop oe 1 eae of ae and class bias. Remove 

symbols, language or viewpoints which are racist. 
eet scone ee Governments should: Allocate funds to Indian peoples to prepare their own 

groups. Theoretically, this is very textbooks and educational programs. 

sound, but I do not know how feasi- 
ble it is. I think that this should be SOOO 
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Biased books violate the “equal protection” clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, argued a noted lawyer and author of children’s books at 
the American Library Association’s annual convention this past 
summer 

Constitutional Responsibilities of Librarians 

The Racism and Sexism Awareness protection clause of the Fourteenth that appeared on the Op Ed page of 
Resolution, which CIBC introduced to Amendment. Mr. Meyer presented the The New York Times, July 24, 1980. 
the American Library Association in gist of his arguments in an article That article is reprinted below. 
1976, continues to play a highly posi- 
tive role in the affairs of the ALA. At 
the Association’s annual convention Neutralism Isn’t Neutral 
this summer, the Resolution was the 
topic of a joint program of the Intel- By Howard N. Meyer 

eo ee ee Librarians have been debating a_ schools “a feeling of inferiority as to 
aang ey - ae Renee ee 1976 policy statement of the American their status in the community that 
eels aie ener Tineiprieraimmcens Library Association [ALA] called “Re- may affect their minds and hearts in 
Hered onthe faterrelanonship between solution on Racism and Sexism a way unlikely ever to be undone.” 
nent onl a uiten atte Amend! Awareness.” Those who drafted it The promotion of feelings of inferior- 
ers tal the U SaConshiriticni tres, 1 ere not content merely to denounce ity or false feelings of superiority by 
aommorencech (First ee aula) and racism and sexism. They wanted li- state-supported _school libraries or 
freedom for equal protection of minor- brarians to take remedial action. children’s libraries must be reviewed 
Siestaridi women (Fourteen vamend- The debate, which surfaced again at in the light of that decision. 
Rene the recent New York ALA convention, Considering at the very least the 

: : r centered on a paragraph urging pub- damage inflicted on many who are 
The Racism and Sexism Awareness ic and school librarians to “develop a now adults by the “all-white world of 

Resolution has been consistently op- program to raise the awareness of children’s books,” to use the phrase of 
posed by the Office for Intellectual ]ibrary users to the pressing problem Nancy Larrick, the children’s author 
Freedom (OIF), which is part of the of racism and sexism.” Some have and reading expert, it does not seem 
staff organization of ALA. The direc- resisted, urging that librarians should farfetched that librarians should de- 
tor of OIF has worked to undermine be neutral and not get involved in velop forms of affirmative action that 
the Resolution on the grounds thatits social causes. would “raise the awareness of library 
mandates would lead to a violation of The objection should be overruled.I users to the pressing problem of ra- 
the First Amendment and would place _ reject the notion that support for the cism and sexism.” 
librarians in an educational and ad- United States Constitution is a mere About a decade ago, Publishers 
vocacy role. Following extensive de- controversial social cause. Librarians Weekly had a piece called “Book 
bate since 1976, that position has are not supposed to be neutralon 14th Publishing: A Racist Club?” prepared 
been repudiated by aoe ALA Amendment matters such as racism by the Council on Interracial Books 
groups, including ALA’s own Intellec- and sexism any more than a police- for Children. There has been increas- 
tual Freedom Committee (see the Bul- man is supposed to be neutral when ing acknowledgment in the industry 

letin, Vol. 9, Nos. 4 & 5). The OIF he gees a thief stealing. of the correctness of two Council 
director’s position was further contra- Librarians in tax-supported institu- positions. One was that books pro- 
dicted (and hopefully laid to rest) at tions are subject to the 14th Amend- duced by a social order influenced for 
the above-mentioned program when a ment, which, among other things, generations by racism and sexism 
spokesperson for the American Civil directs, “No State shall ... deny to would reflect and have a tendency to 

Liberties Union added ACLU S any person within its jurisdiction the perpetuate such isms. The other was 
weight to a favorable interpretation of equal protection of the laws.” The that when such books dominated li- 
the Racism and Sexism Resolution by State, for 14th Amendment purposes, braries used by children, they in- 
finding that its mandates are indeed includes every level of tax-supported _flicted injury that required remedial 
compatible with the First Amend- activity from dogcatcher to governor. action. 
ment. When the Supreme Court unanim- Many publishers made efforts—not 

Discussion of the issues was taken a _ ously outlawed segregated education, herculean but sufficient to be an ac- 
significant step further at the same it did so because that long standing knowledgment of error—to meet the 
program when lawyer Howard N. evil was found to violate the 14th objections and to remedy the faults 
Meyer proposed that the Resolution Amendment by generating among found by the Council and others. 
was needed to implement the equal minority children in tax-supported Some publishers prepared guide 
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lines on how to avoid injuring the self- 
image of a minority child or implant- ‘ 
ing false notions of superiority in the Hl 
non-minority group. The Council also j 
developed guidelines. One reaction 
was the emergence of a group that a. 
used the banner of intellectual free- cen 
dom to denounce the guidelines con- ie es, 
cept and contended that the publica- ye y ae 
tion and selection of books for librar- z PU Mead hy May 
ies, even children’s libraries, should Hg WO Uy 

be immune to public discussion. The ap 1 Z 
word censorship, incessantly applied Bee ; : : ca 
as a pejorative, was the tool to arouse ae ; is 
sentiment against change. z nt Be _—_ ———— — — 7] 

The censorship bugaboo is unwar- v7 eee 
ranted. It rests on a-looseness of : yy y) V || r i l 
terminology that disregards the Fe yi \ ty y 
standard definition based on the ym Y Co 

? ae Wea cme 
word’s very roots: interference by lr WY \ LF. ot 

government agencies. The effect of WY \ | Ag 
using the word is to avoid debate by Wy Wi ge 
evoking negative images among the yy YY) 2 p Bg 
literate. YY e WZey! 

The validity of particular guidelines Uy ZB 
may fairly be questioned. But misus- fag 
ing the repugnant label “censorship” = Bh LS 
to reject the whole concept of such —— SE 
guidelines is incompatible with the {7 ff \ 
exercise of the First Amendment YY i 
rights of those propounding them. y s 

As a writer, I reject the notions, 1 / \ 
maliciously purveyed by some, that 
the literary imagination is cramped or i \ 
that the free flight of fancy is ! 
grounded if a writer raises his or her es AS 
consciousness with guidelines on Vee 
which elements of style are the perni- i 
cious products and vestiges of slavery \ Ae 
[and racism and other forms of bias]. i, A % > 
One noted authority made very / : a, 

clear the distinction between “private . \ za. 
pressure’—which he called a First Ve 
Amendment right—and government SE MG 
interference. “Purely private nongov- ; typ eZ Za Sy, 
ernmental pressure” was defended Gy ae 
by Morris L. Ernst, a lifelong libertar- ay eggs 
ian, in his book Censorship as an yy Us Ye eS Wh 

exercise of free speech. “In a society Wy C oy Wim 
such as ours, where ideas are sup- EY) aa ni 
posed to prove their value by free and | I | | 
open conflict,” he wrote, “it is the mind OT 3! 
duty and function of individuals to : | 
project their points of view so long as ‘| i 
they act responsibly and with due | 
regard for the rights of others.” 0 j | | 

About the Author { ‘ ZY 
4d . “VY 

HOWARD N. MEYER is an attorney and A EN 
arbitrator of New York City and is the boy’ ) \ RZ 
author of The Amendment That Refused to ley Op SS 
Die (Beacon Press, 1978), a history of the J VA aS 
Fourteenth Amendment for the lay reader, ——/” 
. addition to several children’s books. Mr. ~ 

Te PASH Gon ae camels Illustration by Martin Kozlowski from The New York Times, July 24, 1980. | 

BULLETIN 13 :



= ee ee EE | 

s 

A Tribute to Walter B. Rodney 
During the “Consultation on Racism in Children’s and _ increased resistance. Rodney's assassination was the last 

School Books” held in West Germany in 1978 (Bulletin, resort of a desperate and bankrupt regime. 
Vol. 10, Nos. 1 & 2), representatives of CIBC worked Walter Rodney was a gentle man, a warm and unassum- 
closely with the writer, historian and activist Walter B. ing person. He will be missed. But his death has lit the 
Rodney. It was with profound shock and sorrow that we fires and Guyana is aflame. 
learned of Dr. Rodney’s murder on June 13. 
We reprint below an editorial tribute that appears in the 

current issue of Race and Class, an excerpt from Dr. 

Rodney s beck iis 2 oandiegs Waa eo ereranaas “Through the manipulation of this media of education and annotated listing of his major works. communication, white people have produced black [sic] 
people who administer the system and perpetuate the white 
values—‘white-hearted black men,’ as wey ate Caled BY 

conscious elements. This is as true of the Indians as it is 0 

Walter Rodney 1942-80 the Africans in our West Indian society. Indeed, the basic 
explanation of the tragedy of the African/Indian confronta- 

At 8 P.M. on Friday, June 13, Walter Rodney was blown tion in Guyana and Trinidad is the fact that both groups are 

up in his car by the assassins of the Guyanese state. As a__| held captive by the European way of seeing things. ve on 
founding member of the WPA [Working People’s Alliance] meiijcan abuses jah indians helrepeatsiallatiauthe wale man) 

; ; said about Indian indentured ‘coolies’; and in turn the Indian 
Dr. Rodney had been in the frontline of ithe struggle has borrowed from the whites the stereotype of the ‘lazy 
against the increasingly corrupt and totalitarian regime of nigger’ to apply to the African beside him. It is as though no 

Forbes Burnham and his PNC [People’s National Con- black man can see another black man except by looking 
gress]. What marked Rodney out for assassination was through a white person. It is time we started seeing through 
not that he was one of the foremost radical thinkers of the our own eyes.”—The Groundings With My Brothers 
day. That he undeniably was, as his work as a revolution- 
ary historian and Pan-Africanist testifies. But he was also 

that rare being who combined a penetrating socialist 
analysis with unremitting commitment to the working- 

class struggle in Guyana and the Caribbean. Listing of Major Works 

up LO be @ revolutionary intellectual,” wrote Rodney, 4 siistory of the Upper Guinea Coast, 1645-1800. This is Walter 
means nothing if there is no point of reference to the Rodney’s honors-winning doctoral thesis published by the Ox- 

struggle of those who are more directly involved in  forg University Press in 1966. It is a definitive study of impor- 
production.” After obtaining his Ph.D. in London in 1966 tance to scholars. The book has just been reprinted by the 
he went to teach in Tanzania for a year, returning to the Monthly Review Press (62 W. 14 St., New York, N.Y. 10003) and is 
Caribbean as a lecturer in the University of the West available from them or from the Liberation Bookstore* for $7.95. 
Indies. There, in the gullies of Jamaica, he found ground- The Groundings with My Brothers, Bogle L’Ouverture, London, 
ings with his brothers and came to identify himself with 1969, $2.95. Accounts of Walter Rodney's major lectures at the 
the cause of the oppressed and the exploited. But on University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica, in 1968, and of his 

attempting to return from the Black Writers’ Conference feces Sona ae as ciated 2 ead ; ; : ox above was the kind o! eae Se Ee Laie pale ~ i. effective consciousness-raising among youth that led the 
: é : 2 Jamaican government to fear him and to eventually ban him from 

University of Dar-es-Salaam and, in the space of a few teaching posts at the University. 

years, helped to develop it into a leading centre for the How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, Bogle L’Ouverture, Lon- 
analysis of African politics and history, writing his now don, and Howard University Press, Washington, D.C., 1972, 
famous How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. In 1974 he $4.95. Fills a serious void in the study of Afro-European relations 
returned to Guyana to take up a post at the Universit and, in the words of Prexy Nesbitt of the World Council of 
there, but was ent from it by ia Rate Covering Churches’ Programme to Combat Racism, it is “the book that 

He refused all offers of employment abroad and remained identified [Rodney] as one of the most profound Third World 
in the country to continue his political work among the Se pie from the perspectives of the 

reluenined ok eva hia Gene aioe d tenet Guyanese Sugar Plantations in the Late Nineteenth Century, 
the WPA federatl f ican Renee Release Publications, Guyana, 1979, $4.50. This consists of 

ie \, a Tederation of left-wing groups, whic documents of contemporary descriptions edited and introduced 
through its active opposition to the repressive apparatus by Rodney; it is his last published book. A manuscript he 
of the state and the divisive politics of race—has, in the completed before his murder, a history of the Guyanese people, 
last two years, burgeoned into a mass, working-class will be published posthumously by Johns Hopkins University 
party and a major threat to the PNC. Attempts to silence Press in 1982. 

Pon ore ee iD arbitrary *All of the books listed above are available in the U.S. from the 
i f , the use of trumped Liberation Bookstore, 421 Lenox Ave. (131 St.), New York, N.Y. 

up charges against its leaders—have met only with 10037. 
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In the BOOKSHELF, a regular Bulletin postscript tells us the Cherokees were 
idepartmentimallbocksmthat relate: to i r—L forced off their lands, this is not made 
minority themes are evaluated by fF a =. clear in the book itself. 
members of the minority group de- fl Sequoyah, Cherokee Hero is just 

picted.—Editors. i | is -— | one more misrepresentation of Native 
rl |i i _ American history. [Mary Lou Byler] 

|. _ 

Sequoyah, Cherokee | ’ ft Women in Sports: 
Hero 1 e VW | Records, Stars, 
by Joanne Oppenheim, Ls Notit— | F 

illustrated by Bert Dodson. o —_—___—_ oa and Facts 
Troll Associates (320 Rt. 17, | BAACUeL __ by Louis Phillips and Karen Markoe, 
Mahwah, N.J. 07430), 1979, | RAOKCIE eC. illustrated by Paul Frame. 

$4.89 (library binding), | aww WEE che - Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1979, 
48 pages, grades 3-7 #'| $2.95, 174 pages, grades 7-up 

This book about Sequoyah is unre ff What is the women’s world record for 
ee reer o es pealaes to bo 2 ees the shot pat a was foe 1960 
other children’s books about him. women’s figure skating champion? 
Everybody involved—author, editor, Women in Sports: Records, Stars, 
illustrator and publisher—apparently Feats and Facts provides the reader 
tried very hard to produce a “good” learn to read and write their own With the answers to these questions 
book, but patronizing attitudes, like language. In a society that glorifies 2nd more. This easy-to-read reference 
Dr. Strangelove’s compulsive arm, and defends the sanctity of the writ- 00k provides a variety of facts, anec- 
keep popping up. — ten word beyond any consideration of dotes and vignettes about past and 
Sequoyah and his mother are alone what is written, it is understandable current women in sports. 

because his father, “a trader,” has that Sequoyah and his syllabary (or Starting with a short overview of 
gone back to live with “his own peo- alphabet, as it is often improperly “How It Used to Be,” the book gives a 
ple.” (The readers must guess that called) received a lot of attention. Its concise but accurate picture of the 
“his own people” means white folks true importance is often misrepres- obstacles that women have had to 
because it is not explained.) Poor little ented, however. This author, for in- overcome in order to become active in 
Sequoyah has to do “women’s work.” stance, attributes the preservation of sports. There are brief profiles of 35 
Later, Sequoyah, a silversmith, is “the old stories and ways” to Se- women in a “Gallery of Stars.” Al- 
“proud” when white traders ask “who quoyah’s invention. However, rela- though some Third World women—Al- 
had made such beautiful things” (as if tively few documents in the Sequoyah thea Gibson, Wilma Rudolph, Nellie 
Sequoyah needs a white trader to vali- syllabary have survived, so the pres- Kim and Nancy Lopez—are included, 
date the quality of his work). When ervation of the “old stories and ways” most of the women are white. The 
Sequoyah marries, he and his wife (a is actually due to the Cherokee people | women come from a variety of sports, 
Cherokee woman, the author informs themselves, their oral tradition andto but the traditionally “feminine” 
us lest we assume otherwise) have a individuals who recorded the material _ sports of ice skating, golf and tennis 
house that “was neat, and their in English. provide most of the “stars.”’ The pro- 
garden was full of vegetables and = This book has other flaws. Its rea- _ files are usually interesting, but they 
flowers.” What has the condition of a soning is often a bit hard to follow. are only an introduction and leave the 
house and garden to do with Se- For instance, the Cherokees call the reader wanting to learn more. Surpris- 
quoyah’s achievement? In addition, “talking leaves” magic. “It is no ingly there is no more, because the 
the information implies that this was magic,” Sequoyah says. “Look, I will book offers no further sources of infor- 
not usual for Native peoples and is make marks for Cherokee words. mation about the athletes. 
therefore notable. Then we will have the same magic.” Another section on women in var- 

Indians, we are told, could not read Isn’t that saying the Cherokees will ious sports is more comprehensive, yet 
the white men’s “talking leaves.” Nor have the same non-magic? And what the individual pieces are extremely 
could a lot of white men, one wants to is one to make of such statements as, brief. Thirty-one sports, including 
add. Indeed, it is probable that at that “In spite of the spirit of understand- such non-traditional sports as auto 
time the literacy rate in English ing the Cherokees received through racing, power lifting and boxing, are 
among the Cherokees was higher the gift of Sequoyah, they suffered covered with an emphasis on the roles 
than that of the “settlers.” terrible hardships in the troubled that women are playing in these 
Sequoyah’s stunning achievement years that followed.” In addition to sports. 

was a syllabary, a series of symbols being illogical, this statement avoids The final section deals with records 
which represent the basic sounds of placing the blame for “the hardships” and statistics. It is dry reading, but 
the Cherokee language. It enabled where it belongs—on the whites who does provide much information about 
most of the Cherokee population to persecuted the Cherokees. Although a the extent to which women have 
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i i i << es _—Ss abrasive yet sensitive person whose 

epuanee et Tira . fr SE: \ __—~-| comments on racial identity help 
In general, the book is a compen- a OP Nee | Craig understand his cousins. 

dium of bits and pieces—all appetizers = GL ASS | a Sea Glass brings into question the 
with no main course. This, of course, | me — whole concept of achievement and 
is a perennial problem with reference __ = by Laurence Yep — a success.” Craig is nota star, yet he is 
books, although usually thereismore == = ssi“‘(‘é‘ééeé‘(‘(‘“#;rtCC.8€lC A full human being who strives only 
emphasis on providing the reader eS rr——eEB _ for those things that make sense. Sea 
with further sources of information. es Glass is highly recommended. [Don- 
The book tries to be nonstereotypic, = |= = = = 4 {| ~ ald Kao] 
but it tends to focus on the athletes’ oo 7 

“small size” and their “attractive ~~ a ae, a: 
looks.” It also misses good opportuni- a ,. m a is - 

ties to be anti-sexist. For example, it = @ @ lia ~*~ a | Hi, Mrs. Mallory! 

refers to drag racer Shirley Muldow; = [6p [8 5 
ney as “Cha Cha” and does not = (| @am Dad aby |___ by Ianthe Thomas, : 
explain that after Muldowney wonthe == CL _.....) illustrated by Ann Toulmin-Rothe. 
championship, she informed people  : ee Harper & Row, 1979, 
that her name was Shirley, not Cha a a a $7.95, 48 pages, grades p.s.-3 

Cha nec aaa ta site myonl gabe ace lled Sas a . L This is a book about love—a love and 

ae EE © =~—Sscaring and sharing which surmount 
Women in Sports: Records, Stars, 9 7 inti * traditional boundaries and extend 

Feats and Facts should not be the 7 —S—~—ssSS_ beyond death 
mainstay of anyone’s book shelf, but — ba agers Li’ Bits eet the story/oflhen 
for $2.95 it does provide information gx celled at all sports, he never quite relationship with Mrs. Mallory, an 

and statistics that supplement the made it; he now attempts to make elderly woman who lives alone in a 
more personality oriented books on ends meet with a small grocery store. tiny house filled with wondrous 
mromeniie epores|Eaeemppel) Uncle Quail is the “eccentric old things. It has floorboards “you could 

man” that no one cares to associate see right through to the ground under- 

with. Stanley and Sheila are two neath” and a potbellied stove and 
obviously Chinese cousins who strive windows covered with cardboard on 

Sea Glass ee be ee pan Americans in which Li’] Bits draws pictures of 
order to fit in. Kenyon is the girl with apple orchards and things. 

eee as: the “frizzy red-gold hair” who tries to Every day Li’l Bits visits Mrs. Mal- 
$7.95, 213 pages, grades 7-up look like all the other girls (at least lory. After she picks up the mail 

athe 3 from the neck down) but really does (everything addressed to “resident” is 
Laurence Yep’s Sea Glass is a_ stick out; her witty, caustic jokes meant for her), they eat vegetable 
thought-provoking book about an “av- insure her friendship with other kids. soup or even sugar-butter bread, and 

erage” child who, like most children, Somehow they, like Craig, are all Mrs. Mallory tells wonderful stories. 
is not one of the superstar, trophy- people whose differences are sore  Li’l Bits does things for Mrs. Mallory 
toting, beautiful people. Craig is one _ points in their lives. such as writing her checks now that 
of the many who remain seated when In dealing with questions of iden- “her hands were wrinkled and stiff.” 

awards are given out and who seem to __ tity, Laurence Yep focuses on people’s_ The two dogs, Lazlo and Old Shin, are 
get greatest recognition for their mis- potential for being incredibly complex included in this special friendship. 
takes. Aside from being “average,” beings with much to offer once they They also greet Li’ Bits’ daily visits 
Craig is also Chinese American. He acknowledge who they are. Craig with much fanfare. 
has just moved, with his parents, becomes a pivotal point around which One day Mrs. Mallory has a special 
from San Francisco’s Chinatown toa _ the characters either deal with their request for Li’] Bits. She wants her to 
small town named Concepcion where own identities or assume some other write a letter to her son who is away 

only a handful of Asian Americans facade. Through the changes that in the service. Of course, the little gitl 
live. occur for the different characters, Yep readily agrees and makes sure to 

Sea Glass takes the reader through _ effectively counters many of the rigid bring two sharp pencils in her bag the 
the conflicts, realizations and race, sex and age biases that exist in next day. She is surprised when she 
changes Craig must undergo in deal- other books. Craig’s competitive, ath- arrives at Mrs. Mallory’s house be- 
ing with real-life barriers: his competi- etic father harbors a skill and love cause there is ino answer when she 
tive, sports-oriented father, his for growing plants. Uncle Quail, an calls out. So Li’l Bits waits and 
snobby, hip “American” cousins, his _ elderly recluse, becomes Craig’s swim- waits—but to no avail 
sometimes stubborn uncle, and his ming instructor with a perspective on Finally, Li’l Bits’ mother comes to 
aggressive but moody school mate life that is a constant stimulation for take her home. The dog Lazlo follows 
Kenyon. ___ Craig. His mother is a pro at shooting behind them in spite of being told 
They are a cast of “outcasts” in baskets, and Kenyon, Craig’s female repeatedly to stay. When they reach 

many ways. Though Craig’s Dad “demon” friend, is an independent, home, Li’l Bits’ mother sits her down 
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and tells her Mrs. Mallory has died. makes some people think I’m out of it, 
Li’l Bits “cried so hard that I thought or aed kind of monster with pa aoe of Eve 
my heart was gone.” weird ideas. Or they think I can’t be Dy Lois Duncan. 

Lazlo stays—and sleeps in the bed trusted. . . . [T/hat word gives a lot of Little, Brown, 1979, 
with wae - a a a “ae Bele bad feelings ... I wish they $7.95, 239 pages, grades 7-up 

Mrs. Mallory. And surely the goo would get rid of it!” Jed, a youngster : 
feelings born of this very special with an orthopedic disability, tells it ee ee 
relationship also stay with the “like it is” when he says, “...I’m Jems by presenting misdirected solu- 
youngster. Through her, a part of just myself—Jed—and I’ve got a cer- tions The author raises such feminist 
Mrs. Mallory continues to live. tain kind of problem that I’ve got to ; : Fens é . 

The fact that Mrs. Mallory is white deal with. I just h Poe a eee hee yout : - Just happen to talk a the job, unfairness in high school 
and Li’ Bits Black is incidental to the _little better than I walk. It could h 7 ; i i ; : could have athletics and the sexist dimension of 

story. The touching message of this been the other way round. So what!” male/female relationships, but the 
delightful book is that age, race or Bravos to the author, Barbara violence of her solutions implies that 
economics need not necessarily pre. Adams, for avoiding the pitfalls of jt may be dangerous to even recognize 
vent relating to one ane incaring, describing disabled children in cloy- the issues. 
supportive, joyous ways. It’s a mes- ing, pitying terms and also to the ; i i i 
sage this world needs. [Jane Penning- photographer, James Stanfield. With- P euehicrs of. ie a8. 22) ei high 

ton] out exception, all of the phot ee eee fey puon, or the photos cap- dedicated to sisterhood and sworn to 
7 e person, not the disability. No secrecy. The book chronicles the lives 
attempt is made to emphasize or of the young women and their new 
pore pe gee instead, the advisor, Irene Stark. 

these young people = ‘ : Fact n OOK Shows BOW y peop Irene is a rightfully angry woman. 
Like It Is: Facts and ee eeme poe with their dis- She was dismissed from another high 
Feelings about Renee a ees aoe oe school because she was blamed for a 

. ie ti i i 

Handicaps stares encountered at McDonald’s. see danone be es ana 
i If faults are to be found, they must ae i from Kids Who Know eines pa Paid received but which was awarded to a 

by Barbara Adams, ain disab Hees 9 aaa c 5 sia less experienced, less qualified man. 
hetonraohetby denies Stantield| tues and in the books Furthermore, although this man was 

BVO VOR TAREE DY, , overly rosy pict f full ti i i Walker, 1979, ‘ M iy ie bled. Hilasentae ream- involved with Irene, he hadn’t told 
Bugs, G6 pages, grades 4up ing. Many disabled children are from her he’d applied for the job; after- 

minority backgrounds, and foralarge wards, he tells Irene that he couldn’t 
Like It Is accomplishes exactly what percentage of this group and of non- tolerate the idea that she might earn 
it sets out to do, namely, to discuss minority disabled children, the dream more than he did. Irene helps the 
facts and feelings about disabilities of going to a “regular” school remains Daughters see inequities in their 
from the perspective of the disabled just that—a dream. The day when all own lives, at school and at home. 
child. What’s more, the book accom- Children with disabilities will receive There are many examples; for in- 
plishes its goal with sensitivity and a “free and appropriate education in stance, the Daughters have tradition- 
understanding, presenting a lot of the least restrictive environment” has ally dedicated their energies to raising 
information in a clear, forthright and yet to become a reality. [Emily money for male athletic teams, while 
interesting manner. Strauss Watson] the school has few women’s teams. 

Six types of disabilities are dis- Furthermore, each of the young 
cussed and, with the exception of [7] (406s 0908050909 women in the Club is faced by a 
behavioral disorders, the childrenand == BMS Be 9°R* B@ee  —_—S specific sexist situation. Ruth is re- 
young teen-agers themselves describe = @*=a—Gw &U& @ar@ = = uired to return home directly after 
what it means to be disabled. All are == = == = ~~~ ~~ school each day to take care of her 
alert, articulate individuals with a 8 younger brother and do household 
positive self-image and strong sense | *%S@@M@4A@4agG 8 = = chores, while her two older brothers 
of identity. All are depicted as leading a. i) have no responsibilities and are free 
ee a ces eee a ae be spend their oe as they like. 

n a : i ' ae a Pe aura, an overweight young woman 
as the commonalities they share with A oe he with a low self-image, is secretly 
Sateen 4 ae or LP = 28 a ‘ = ee gies a peau seg ae 

eek friends. Most importantly, all are [| En ft is usi ‘; 
aware of and discuss the ptigas and LJ | F ane ae - _ a a ee telus ute cbout 
myths — associated with their La 4 f aot gS their relationship (he is ashamed of 

particular disability or with being Ba \N ya 7 @.. lLaura’s appearance). Fran has de- 
disabled in general. Ff | Pie es" = vised an ingenious science experi- 

Sheila, a teenager who is develop- jeg : « ss BY ment but is afraid the project won’t | 
mentally disabled, puts it this way: “I oo Se, A . wea’ ~ represent the school at the state exhi- 
hate the word ‘retarded’ because it tars jy “mret~ = — bition because she is female. Both 

A 
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Ann, a talented artist, and Holly’s (note the symbolism of her last name, name, how he found his grandmother, 
mother, a pianist, give up potential Stark). The book also implies that how he searched the Earth for his 

careers to raise a family. Jane’s father Irene is not a complete, or “normal” Mother and Father, and how, as Way- 
humiliates and physically assaults woman—she has an “unappetizing” naboozhoo, he became a hero and a 
his wife in front of Jane, while both appearance, a low voice, aharsh face teacher for the Ojibway People. 
parents try to minimize what is hap- and a trace of a mustache! The author As a child must be guided to grow 
pening. subtly distorts Irene’s potentially in understanding, so does Mishomis 

Irene encourages the club members _ strong feminist character into that of take the reader from the simplest 
to assert themselves and fight their a vindictive fanatic who manipulates beginnings to the complexity of mean- 

oppression. At first, the Daughters’ and co-opts vulnerable young minds ing of the Midewiwin and Sweat 
actions are reasonable—the club do- to achieve her sick revenge. Lodge Ceremonies. I have not seen 
nates money toward school athletics In summary, the book’s deceptive anything quite like this before; the 
with the stipulation that the funds be interpretation of feminism plus its only previous title for young people 
used to form a women’s soccer team. dangerous stereotypes make it a that might be somewhat comparable 
However, as the novel progresses, harmful distortion of reality. How- is Jamake Highwater’s Anpao: An 

Irene stands by as the Daughters get ever, the book could be sensitively American Indian Odyssey (Lippin- 
angrier and their solutions become used to raise feminist issues as they  cott). The Mishomis Book, however, is 
more violent. Peter is punished forhis affect the lives of adolescents. But the a spiritual odyssey as well as an 
emotional cruelty to Laura when the issues must be presented as real to historical one, and as such, it is 
club members lure him into the woods women everywhere, and not as obses- deeply moving. There is so much here 
and shave all the hair off his head. sions of fanatics like Irene Stark. If that it is impossible to touch on half 
When Fran’s project is rejected in the book is used, it must be followed of it. Although the form is that of a 
favor of a male student’s, the Daugh- by a discussion of alternate solutions children’s book—and I have seldom 
ters destroy the science lab, after to violence, all the while stressing the seen one that I would rather give to a 
Irene symbolically provides the key. validity of oppressed peoples’ anger child, Mr. Benai’s book is far from 
And finally, at the story’s climax, and frustration. Readers must be being “just” for children. People fa- 
Jane confronts her brutal father, who asked to consider what they would do miliar only with the Judeo-Christian 
has badly beaten her mother, and when all “rational” solutions to their tradition will undoubtedly be sur- 
kills him by smashing an iron skillet problems don’t work. [Jan M. Good- prised at the “sophistication” and the 
on the back of his head. man] richness of the beliefs embodied in it, 

The book implies that the Daugh- and the beauty of the language in 
ters have gone too far and that Irene’s which they are expressed: “Here upon 
personal bitterness has caused her to the Earth is a plane ... a place 
misrepresent matters and incited the . < marked by time. Nowhere else in the 
violence. For example, after the The Mishomis Book: Universe is time necessary. ... Do 
science lab is destroyed, it is revealed The Voice of the Ojibway not concern yourself with it. If you do, 
that Fran’s project was rejected not it will become an obsession and in the 
because she was female but because by Edward Benton-Benai, end you will be a slave to it.” 
her experiment violated state rules. illustrated by Joe Liles. This is not to say that the teaching 
The author clearly places a harsh Indian Country Press & is unduly heavy. Certain moments 
value judgment on violent solutions, Publications, Inc. (560 Van Buren stay in the mind: Original Man going 
and because she provides no alterna- St., St. Paul, Minn, 55103), 1979, back to shore to think about what 
tive solutions, she leaves the impres- $8.50, 120 pages, grades 8-up went wrong when the log on which he 

sion that fighting for women’s rights Edward Benton-Benai, Executive Di- 
leads to uncontrollable anger and rector of The Red School House in St. 

aa cates a s Paul, Minnesota, and a member of the . 
n addition, the book contains fish Clan of The Ojibway Nation, THE _ 

many negative stereotypes. It is anti- has, out of a concern for the negative MISHOMIS BOOK 
fat in its description of Laura, whois and inaccurate ways in which Native ee The Voice of the Ojibway gy-o——4 

too “ugly” to “get aman” and is loved life is portrayed in this country, given fi 4 tec boa ea le 
only by her mother who overlooks her yg these teachings of his people. Mi- (0) a, 4 FA ue 
daughter's “weight problem” because shomis is Ojibway for grandfather, [ul A Eas 
she is overweight herself! The club is and this is truly grandfather’s book. [Ne | 4\ [7 ee 
elitist in that only the “choicest of the In the first chapter Mishomis invites WU ee << Gd. A 
choice” can join. An anti-gay refer- ys to begin a journey with him, “to eat aa AS 2 

ence is made by Ruth’s father, who find what many of our people left by [aA a eri) 
refuses to let his sons do household the trail. . . a journey to rediscovera | een, ae s J) 
work because he’s afraid they’ll turn way of life that is centered on the [4 ” leupe4 AS 
into “fags.” : respect for all living things.” Misho- [3 | Se <a 

The book suggests that Irene is an mis begins with the Creation Story, v7) os 
angry woman, not because she is and tells how Original Man came to yo cu | Pe re a 
justified, but because she is “empty” be on the Earth, how he learned his (7) © Dea \\ 
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was trying to cross the great water selves for the uncertainties of tomor- tive in farm workers’ struggles. 
rolled over and dunked him; Wayna- row.” That is a hope for all of us. All three are fighting women who 
boozhoo, after his encounter with [Doris Seale] believe that the common people, strug- 
Whirlwind, thinking about the blend- gling together, create social change. 
ing of foolishness and seriousness in Their own unflagging determination 

his life, and deciding that “There is a and belief have vastly improved the 
place for foolishness in the Creation.” Special Friends lives of thousands of people and their 
At one point, Mishomis speaks of the message is more important to young 

need for Swa-Yah-Ko6é-Shka-Win, a by Terry Berger, : people than the message offered by 
balance between opposing forces, Photographs by David Hechtinger. the study of the life of many a 
which one must reach in order tohave Julian Messner, 1979, President». However, because these 
a harmonious life. Mishomis’ teach- $6.97, 64 pages, grades 2-5 women have been active so long and 
ings are permeated with that balance, A friendship between a young girl are so politically knowledgeable, the 
that harmony, a gentle and subtle and an older woman is portrayed in reader must, perforce, absorb a lot of 
humor, and, all things considered, this photographic picture book. Aunt information about labor, suffrage, 

hope. Rose teaches the girl to dance, washes Civil rights and civil liberties history. 

Physically, the book is very appeal- her cut knee, listens to her, laughs This is a lot to ask of average high 
ing. It is printed on a soft-tan paper, with her, snacks with her. Asin The school students—the ostensible target 
and the brown line drawings by Joe Lilith Summer (Vol. 11, Nos. 1 & 2), audience for this series of books. High 
Liles are full of Spirit and illuminate the girl senses Aunt Rose’s sadness school teachers using the book should 
the power and beauty of the words. _ over lost loved ones and lost physical be prepared to work closely along 

i 4 2 strength, but Aunt Rose is self- with their students. At college level, 
Although The Mishomis Bookisthe sufficient, positive and smart—and women’s studies classes can heartily 

stories and sacred teachings of the che gtiJl has relatives who care about welcome this volume. 
an Mr. SS a re her. Photographs of these three remar- 

in all the teachings of different tribes = While this is a good anti-ageist kable women span almost a century 
there is a commonality, This same- book, it would be more effective with a and add to the power and spirit of this 
ness refers to the basic Truth that plot ‘line. As it is, Special Friends book. [Lyla Hoffman] 
interweaves all natural ways of liv- shows a relationship without develop- 
ing,” and his work could speak ing it. Each of the photographs tells a 
strongly to people of all the Nations. él . : A good story, but the cover combines 
At the same time, the book’s useful- several photos into a busy, unappeal Me and Einstein 
ness is not limited to those of Native ing design. [Anne G. Toensmeier] 
American background. For one thing, i z by Rose Blue, 
it so totally confounds most of the illustrated by Peggy Luks. 
usual Indian stereotypes that I would Human Sciences Press, 1979, 
recommend it highly to anyone who $6.95, unpaged, grades 3-up 

ae : wee children ae Moving the Mountain: A book with some solid assets and at 

dominant culture in ¢ more react’ Women Working for lst sn equal umber of ful, Me 
Iture of the tribal peoples of Amer- Social Ch. ae Euisicu aiemnts (oO convey Mila 

na Teigthard (6 iene habanvone a ange it’s like to have a reading disability 

could read this “glimpse into the by Ellen Cantarow, with oe ee oie FS en e 
magnitude and depth of the spiritual Susan Gushee O’Malley and aed ree ae y aut Me 
history and heritage of the people Sharon Hartman Strom. 5 Be er ots so een 

fr fh it the Ojib Beminist) Press) and oMcGraw-Hill, image associated with being different, 
ees oe z ade niet mene oo 1980, » the author presents an authentic and 

from it at least a little more open to $4.96, 166 pages, grades 11-up ee Tee neenie oe 
the beauty and strangeness of life. This is another book in the Feminist being unable to read. Ms. Blue also 
The book’s final chapter is titled Press series on “Women’s Lives, presents a realistic picture of the bind 

“Stepping Into Modern History” and Women’s Work.” Oral histories are that learning disabled children often 
tells about the Ojibway migration, the combined with background informa- find themselves in when they realize 
coming of the white man, and what tion on three feminists: Florence Lus- that the only way they can get paren- 
has happened since then. Mishomis comb—born in 1887—a white, middle- tal attention or peer acceptance is by 
leaves us with the possibility of a class activist in the suffrage becoming a troublemaker. Considera- 
future exploration of more of the movement who has been (and stillis) ble attention is paid to dispelling the 
traditions of the Ojibway. In the involved in labor, peace and women’s handicapistic myth that learning dis- 
beginning of this book, Mr. Benai movements; Ella Baker—born in abled children are “dumb”; however, 
writes, “I do not believe in isolating 1903—a Black organizer in the civil in doing so, the author falls into 
myself in the memories of the past. 1 rights and human rights movements; another handicapistic trap by describ- 
do believe that with the teachings of and Jessie Lopez de la Cruz—born in ing children with other disabilities 
yesterday we can better prepare our- 1919—a Chicana union organizer ac- in a negative, stereotypic manner. 

BULLETIN 19



Showing Bobby and his disability as _ plethora of colorful, high interest, low _ attractive, the book can not be recom- 

more “normal” only succeeds at a reading level material currently on mended. Folklore should merely be 
tremendous cost to children having the market. translated with a minimum of altera- 

other types of disabilities. A final point: the book is illustrated tion. [Charles W. Lee] 

The cast of characters is a white, by drab sketches; colorful, eye 
upper middle-class family in a subur- catching artwork could have contrib- 

ban setting, and Me and Einstein will beech rae to oF Huet 
robably hold little or no appeal or peal. ough Me and Einstein does 

Deeennes for minority dee Most os a oe look = whatitmeans The Adventures of 

dyslexic children do not have as par- o have dyslexia, it also manages to : : 
ae an editor and librarian who ee overlook certain basic qualities of Wutz Fair and B. Justice 

at their disposal the educational and interest and appeal that are essential 
financial resources necessary to re- to any children’s book. [Emily Strauss : 

search and pay for the highly special- Watson] Wutz Fair and B. Justice 
ized testing and private school educa- = oie 3 
tion described in this book. In in Operation Myrine 
addition, because Bobby’s difficulty by Sylvia Spring, 
was not properly diagnosed and rem- fi illustrated by Karen Muntean. 
edied in the public school he at Journey To The Bright — Media Works, (R.R. #1 Galiano Island, 
tended, there are strong elitist inferen- Kingdom B.C. VON 1 PO, Canada), 1979, 
ces as to the validity and desirability g 82 page comics; $1.50 each; 
of public education. Bobby’s only py Elizabeth Winthrop, grades 4-6 (The Adventures of Wutz 
option is a private, segregated educa- jJlustrated by Charles Mikolaycak. Fair and B. Justice) and 
tional setting, a setting that runs Holiday House, 1979, grades 5-7 (Wutz Fair and B. Justice 
strongly counter to the concept of $7.95, 18 pages, grades 4-7 in Operation Myrine) 

mainstreaming. i : SES Sago aes i 
s 5: Journey To The Bright Kingdomisan Wutz Fair is disguised as a child of 

The book also contains some sexist adaptation of a well-known Japanese indeterminate sex. B. (for Blind) Jus- 
stereotypes in its depiction of the fojktale—The Rolling Rice Cakes— tice has long golden hair, flowing 
female teachers (the only male which focuses on the relationship of Grecian robes and carries balancing 
teacher—who is the one who helps q blind mother and a devoted daugh- _ scales. Together they fly through the 
Bobby learn to read—works at the ter, The author’s depiction of Kakure- sky alighting to help children dis- 
private school). Mrs. Allan, the fami- gato, a magical underground kingdom _ cover how to solve problems—“fairly” 
ly’s housekeeper, remains a one di- ruled by mice, may be engrossing to and “justly,” of course. Sexism is one 
mensional, nurturing female who is young children who enjoy fairy tales of the things found to be unfair. The 
always there to provide Bobby witha and folklore, but this Western inter- children helped by this pair differ 
fresh cookie or warm bowl of soup. pretation contains stereotypes. from adventure to adventure, but they 

Another major criticism must be Portrayed as an excessively devoted are always a multicultural group. 
leveled at Me and Einstein. As pub- and obedient daughter, Kiyo is the All situations involve decisions of 
lisher of “Self-Awareness Books for personification of the Westerner’s im- individual vs. community needs and 
Young Readers,” Human Sciences age of Japanese Womanhood; sexism are resolved in ways which show 
Press has managed to not practice is also evident in the fact that only respect for young people. Adults en- 
what it preaches; it has pub- Kiyo and her mother are able to visit countered do not have all the answers 
lished a book that is totally unreada- the magical kingdom of Kakure-sato; and learn along with the younger 
ble by a child with even a mild read- the father is an insensitive realist people. 
ing problem. Words are scrunched who can not share the journey. The The comic strips were created for 
onto the pages, margins are minimal, depiction of the blind mother is han- teaching about legal education in 
basic rules of syntax—especially im- dicapist; the mother becomes totally Canadian schools. Children learn 
portant for poorer readers—are ig- despondent, saying that if she can about the reasons for rules and for 
nored and page numbers are non- not see, “she did not want to go on solving problems peacefully and 
existent. In addition, although the living.” (She also tells her daughter equitably. While the teacher’s guides 
book is described as being for “ages 8 “you must understand that a blind contain some material pertinent to 
and up,” I could find only a few person lives in another world. Her Canadian law, most are value clarifi- 
average/superior third or fourth dreams cannot always be trusted.”) cation discussions or activities useful 
grade readers willing to wade through © There may have been moral impli- to any classroom. With or without the 
the format even though they ex- cations in the original tale, but they _ teacher guides, the comics would be a 
pressed an interest in the content. As are not evident in this version. The welcome addition to any elementary 
far as its being read to a dyslexic author has added a Western mes- school. 

child, I doubt that any dyslexic child- sage—only those of strong faith and Drawings are black and white, cov- 
ren having their druthers would vo- _ belief will be rewarded, and magically ers in color. Bulk rates for the comics 
luntarily choose to have this story at that. 2 3 are available; the Teacher’s Guide is 
read to them, certainly not with the Although the illustrations are very $2.50 each. [Lyla Hoffman] 
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> | 
“The Elementary School Administra- _ _ | “A, 7 

a i : i rf Cl a ssaults on Women: Rape and 

tor E Practical ace ee 7 oe _ | | Wife Beating” looks at the extent of 
ing” is a handbook with chapters on i _ _ @ the problem, its causes and what is 

major myths about disabled People, § tf | | ___{f being done to help victims and pre- 
educational rights, how to involve |] _ | @ 1 vent assaults. A list of resources for 
parents and the community, and the _ _ | | @ = further information is included. The 
practical steps to make a school a | | — | 28page booklet is 50¢ from the Public 
more accepting place for children with | | oo _ q Affairs Committee, 381 Park Ave. S., 
disabilities. The 28-page booklet is J | | Lt New York, N.Y. 10016. 
$2.50 from Human Policy Press, P.O. | _ if 

Box 127, University Station, Syra- | i Po | 
cuse, N.Y. 13210. |». . | | my fF The fourth issue of “SHARE (Sisters 

ee FZ OClectory of Feminist Library Work- 

struggle for better working condi- -— V\7 | a oo — Womenslalians 

factory. The featurelength film, in || [@empeageume | -* : 
color, is in French with English subti- oe eit sedel oll a: 

tles. Rental charges for one-time use | Ecos i y ie As - The Feminist Press has recently 
in a class or study group not exceed- llr ——C—— SC | issued ai new catalog covering femi- 

Lorna ee anor: : children’s picture books, etc. Write the 

Red Ball Films, P.O. Box 298, Village ae paeieageice: ss 
Station, New York, N.Y. 10014. “Black Women”? is a three-year desk 

calendar covering 1981-1983. It fea- ‘ 
tures full-page photos and biographies Great Women is a rummy-type card 

“A Profile of the Chicana: A Statisti- of 36 Black women in literature, edu. 8@me containing face cards and fact 
cal Fact Sheet” contains hard-to-find cation, art, law and other fields, plus Ca*ds about the lives of outstanding 
statistics on family status, income, brief biographies of 100 other women. U-S. women. There are three 
educational characteristics, etc. The The 96-page calendar is 7 x 8%”, ames—Foremothers, Founders & 

24-page booklet costs $1. from the spiral bound; single copies are $6.95 Firsts (women who broke the sex 
Mexican American Legal Defense and prepaid from GMG Publications, 25 barrier in law, medicine, etc.) and 
Educational Fund, 28 Geary St, San wW. 43rd St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Poets & Writers. Each deck is $6.; if 
Francisco, Cal. 94108. The organiza- , , all three decks are ordered, a teacher’s 

tion also sponsors a Chicana Rights 3 manual is included. Write The Great 
Project which produces other publica. 4 Child Advocate’s Guide to Capitol Women Card Co., 310 Hast 46 St., Box 
tions, undertakes relevant litigations, Hillis a handbook for those interested 1, New York, N.Y. 10017. 

etc. Write for more information. in legislation concerned with 
children. The guide describes the 
process that turns a bill into law and Children at the Center is the final 

A : 3 . provides descriptions with the names, report of the National Day Care 
Children’s News—Advocate is a bi- addresses, and members of important Study. It summarizes the major find- 
monthly newsletter devoted to child committees and subcommittees that ings and implications for federal day 
care, day care, alternatives for single deal with children’s issues. The 53- care policy of a four-year study of 
parents, etc. Published by the Child- page booklet is available for $2.75 per various centers. Additional volumes 
ren’s Council of San Francisco, italso copy from the Children’s Defense with research documentation are also 
contains information and news re- Fund, 1520 New Hampshire Ave, available. For further information, 
lated to child care in that area. Sub- N_W., Washington, D.C. 20036. write Day Care Division, Administra- 
scription rates are $5. for individuals, tion for Children, Youth and Families, 

$15. for agencies and day-care centers. Office of Human Development Servi- 

Write to the Council at 3896 24 Street, Sex Stereotyping in Education is a ces, Department of HEW, 400 Sixth 
San Francisco, Cal. 94114. series of 13 instructional modules St. S.W., Washington, D.C. 20024. 

designed to combat sex-role stereo- 
typing in instructional materials. 

Women’s History Research Center Topics covered include sex stereotyp- Tricontinental, whose films have fre- 
has an extensive collection of mate- ing in math, science, history, business quently been mentioned in this co- 
rials available on microfilm. Mate- education and other areas. The com- lumn, has recently merged its library 
rials are available on women and _ plete set of materials, including a 30- with that of the Latin American Film 
health/mental health, women and the minute tape for each module plus Project to form Unifilm. A comprehen- 
law and “Herstory.” For a brochure instruction sheets and handouts for sive catalog is available free from 419 
giving details and prices, write the participants, is $39. Write EDC/ Park Avenue S., New York, N.Y. 
Center at 2325 Oak St., Berkeley, Cal. WEEAP Distribution Center, 55 Cha- 10016 or from 1550 Bryant St., San 

94708. pel St., Newton, Mass. 02160. Francisco, Cal. 94103. 
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| r—OOCSSCidsCKCsCC | 

i —=—Sersa‘_LSs 

Your issue on Children, Race and ff - i § KKK is presented as a peaceful organ- 
Racism [Vol. 11, Nos.3&4]isamuch  éé@é é@ é4=— 4] ization which keeps kids off the street, 
needed contribution to the field of i .|—=—rs— away from drugs, and which serves as 
early childhood education. In particu- er CO qa haven for kids who have unhappy 

lar, I appreciated the discussion of _ | home lives. It is presented as a pana- 
how children of different ages and —_—_ | | || cea to troubled adolescents, not as the 
developmental levels understand ra- ff _| ~~“ | |] violent, racist organization it really is. 
cial issues. Too often I have heard [J —_ The author does not put the KKK in 
Piaget’s concept of egocentrism misin- a a F | ___{] historical perspective; he does not 
terpreted as a reason why children | = | ___ 4 discuss in enough depth the goals of 
cannot understand racial issues and § [Ry J amy =] =the KKK to terrorize, kill or maim 
the impact of racism. ol na = | @ Blacks, Jews or other minorities. He 

As a teacher of people who are ff | LC | @ does not say enough about the secrecy 
entering the field of early education, I L | | @ of the Klan or about the violence it 
appreciate having this resource for (Cee uses to achieve its racist goals. In 
raising the issue of race awareness. I i rti‘COésCS_ short, he does not arm students with 
will share it with other people I know a i ._s the information they need to know 
and perhaps someday racial issues 7. Gini mE; _ about the Klan. 
will become part of the core curricu- fF #$[ia@ | IG It is irresponsible to present such a 
lum for new teachers in community ff i 4 controversial subject to sixth and 
colleges and universities. 7 a —r—OO—e | seventh graders without discussing 

Matey. Whitebook P________}  v0th sides of the issues in depth. I do 
Program Director, Early Childhood not believe in censorship; however, I 
Education Center do believe in responsible journalism, 

University of California, Davis an element which is missing from 
Dear CIBC: Junior Scholastic’s “Kids in the 

I felt extremely angry when I fin- KKK.” 
The next two letters were written to ished reading “Kids in the KKK” in Anne Keating 

accompany the critical analysis in the the April 3, 1980, edition of Junior Atlanta, Ga. 
last Bulletin (Vol. 11, No.5) ofthe article Scholastic, which my eldest daughter 
“Kids in the KKK,” that appeared inthe brought home from school. 
April 3 issue of Junior Scholastic maga- As a parent and as a reading spe. Dear CIBC: 
zine. The letters could not be included _cialist, I realize the wide circulation of The JS article obscures the true 
because of space and time limitations. Junior Scholastic and the high regard nature of the Ku Klux Klan and gives 
An upcoming Bulletin will feature a with which it is held among students young people a false perspective of its 
lesson plan on the Klansothatteachers and educators. For these reasons, I activities and purposes. Why are arti- 
can provide students with accurate feel that the author of any article in cles now appearing that place the 
information on the KKK. Teachers of all the magazine should be especially Klan in a less than odious light? 
class levels are asked to submit their careful to present a realistic and unbi- Ethnic Coalition for a Fair Mass 
experiences and suggestions forinform- ased view of his or her subject. Media 
ing children about the Klan. In my opinion, the article about the Toledo, Ohio 

The First Thanksgiving: Celebration of a Slaughter? 
Thanksgiving is usually observed in Governor of the Massachusetts BayColony consider Thanksgiving a “day of mourn- 

schools and libraries with pageants, in 1637 to commemorate the massacre of ing.” Teachers, librarians and others can 

displays and classroom activities that 700 men, women and children who were —_use the opportunity to present children celebrating [their] annual green corn i i i i supposedly commemorate the meal dance<Thankediving 4b) ; with a perspective on U.S. history that is 
shared by “the Pilgrims and the Indians.” RRB own Pence fee Gee ee often ignored. A complete Thanksgiving 
The actual antecedents of the holiday piace of meeting, they were attacked by  '€880N plan designed for this purpose 
may have been very different, however, mercenaries and English and Dutch. The | 4PPeared in the Bulletin, Vol. 10, No. 6. 
according to a report in the Summer, Indians were ordered from the buildingand Also useful is the CIBC filmstrip and 
1980, issue of Akwesasne Notes: as they came forth they were shot down. teaching material, “Unlearning ‘Indian’ 

William B. Newell, a Penobscot Indian Ue the ay eee note hi ae ava and former chairman of the anthropology clared a Thanksgiving Day... . For the “| a eract the range of stereotypl 
department at the University of Connecti- next 100 years, every Thanksgiving Day peas that suliace around wy 
cut, says that the first official Thanksgiving ordained by a governor [was] to honor a holiday and provides them with agreal Day celebrated the massacre of 700 Indian —_bioody victory, thanking God thatthe battle 1@4! of historic and contemporary infor- 
men, women and children during one of had been won.” mation on Native peoples. Both items 
their religious ceremonies. “Thanksgiving may be ordered from the CIBC Resource 
Day was first officially proclaimed by the Many Native Americans and others Center. 

“ ae ee 

22 VOLUME 11, NUMBER 6



Chronicles of 

American Indian Protest 

A revised and expanded edition of the original 
CHRONIGCHES) oO paperback published by Fawcett in 1971 has now 

CAUSA WB) | been published by the Council on Interracial 
PROVESY Books. This updated edition features 15 resistance 

documents (introduced with commentaries) gen- 
ee ie are erated by the resurgence of the Native American 

struggle in the 1970's, beginning with the Trail of 
Broken Treaties and the liberation of Wounded 

aha te ill Knee to the historic Geneva Conference of 1977 
we ) and the “Longest Walk” of 1978. 

The comprehensive collection of documents 
) vividly recounts the Native American struggle for 

Ee survival from the 17th century to the present. The 
fascinating documents offer an informative and 
much needed antidote to the distortions and 

WOUNDED HNES omissions about Native peoples found in even the 
most recent U.S. history texts. The book provides 

Cormega aati Si cammeniarie: excellent supplemental readings for social studies, 
history, ethnic studies or sociology classes. Selec- 
tions and commentaries by staff of the Council on 
Interracial Books for Children. 

Revised edition: 392 pages, paperback, $5.95 

Send check or purchase order to: 

Council on Interracial Books for Children, Inc. 

1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023 
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