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Major General John T. Walker entered the Marine Corps as
a second lieutenant on May 23, 1917, following his graduation
from the Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College, College
Station, Texas. One month later he sailed for France, where,
as a member of the Fifth Marine Regiment he participated in
the defense of the Montgirmont Sector in March, 1918. He
returned to the United States in April, 1918, to become in-
structor in the Bayonet School at Quantico, Virginia.

In 1920 General Walker joined the Second Brigade Marines
in the Dominican Republic, remaining there until 1922, when
he was named aide to the commandant of the Norfolk Navy
Yard.

After completing the company officers’ course at Quantico
in 1925, General Walker served aboard the US.S. West Vir-
ginia for three years. He served five years as an instructor at
the Marine Barracks, Philadelphia, and then was sent to for-
eign duty again, this time to Haiti. In September, 1934, he
was ordered to duty with the Division of Reserve in Wash-
ington, D. C,, where he remained until July, 1937, when Gen-
eral Walker completed the senior officers’ course at Quantico
in May, 1938, remaining there as an instructor until 1940.

In June of 1940 General Walker began his first assignment
at the Marine Recruit Depot, San Diego, California. He was
ordered to the Depot as Chief of Planning Section.

General Walker, after a short tour of duty as a Naval ob-
server to Cairo, Egypt, joined the Second Marine Division in
1942, first as operations officer and later as commanding officer
of the twenty-second Marines. He led the regiment in the
capture of Eniwetok in February, 1944,

MAJOR GENERAL JOHN T. WALKER
United States Marine Corps

Commanding General

In March 1944, he was named Chief of Staff to the First
Provisional Marine Brigade, participating with that organiza-
tion in the recapture of Guam during the summer of that year.

After a duty assignment at Headquarters, Washington,
D. C., General Walker was detached to the Second Division,
with which unit he participated in the occupation of Japan.

In February, 1946, he was named Division Commander.

Later in the spring of 1946 General Walker was appointed
Deputy Commander of Camp Pendleton, California, where in
September he assumed duties as Commanding General of the
Third Marine Brigade, a command he held until July, 1947,
when he was assigned as Assistant Division Commander of
the First Marine Division.

General Walker was ordered to duty as Commanding Gen-
eral, Troop Training Unit, Amphibious Training Command,
Pacific Fleet at Coronado, California in February, 1948,

He assumed his present duties as Commanding General,
Marine Corps Recruit Depot on September 8, 1952.

General Walker, who was born September 15, 1893, in
Azle, Texas, was honored with a Doctor of Laws Degree from
Texas A. & M. College in 1948 “in recognition of distin-
guished service to his country, his profession and his fellow-
men.

General Walker holds the Navy Cross, Legion of Merit,
Bronze Star Medal, Navy Unit Commendation, Victory Medal
with Defensive Sector Clasp, Expeditionary Medal, American
Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star, Asiatic-Pacific Cam-
paign Medal with two Bronze Stars, World War II Victory
Medal, Haitian Distinguished Service Medal with Diploma
and the French Fourragere.



BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM J. WHALING
United States Marine Corps

Deputy Commander

Brigadier General William J. Whaling, one of the top rifle and pistol shots in
the Marine Corps, is Deputy Commander of the Marine Corps Recruit Depot,
San Diego, California.

General Whaling, who was born in St. Cloud, Minnesota, on February 26,
1894, enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1918 and received a field commission in
1918 while serving with the Sixth Marine Regiment in France.

During the years of peace, 1918 to 1941, General Whaling served aboard the
U.S.S. Tacoma and the U.S.S. Maryland; saw foreign duty in China, Nicaragua
and Haiti; and, performed duty at United States stations of Mare Island, Cali-
fornia; Parris Island, South Carolina; Portsmouth, New Hampshire; Brooklyn,
New York; Washington, D. C.; Quantico, Virginia; and Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania.

When the Japanese launched their attack on Pearl Harbor, General Whaling
was serving with the Marine Detachment there. After the attack he was ordered
back to the United States and assigned to the Fifth Marine Regiment of the
Fifth Marine Division. With the Fifth Regiment General Whaling took part in
the Guadalcanal campaign and later in the Cape Gloucester fighting with the
First Marine Regiment.

General Whaling was promoted to his present rank on July 1, 1949, while
serving as Chief of Staff of Marine Barracks, Camp Lejeune, N. C. On the same
day he was named Assistant Division Commander of the Second Marine Division.

In May, 1951, General Whaling became Assistant Commander of the First
Marine Division in Korea. He returned to the United States in March, 1952,
and was named Commanding General of the Recruit Depot the following month.
He held the Commanding General’s post until September,

General Whaling holds as decorations and medals the Navy Cross, the Silver
Star, the Legion of Merit, the Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of Merit, the
Purple Heart, the Haitian Order of Honor and Merit, the Haitian Distinguished
Service Medal, the Bronze Star, Presidential Unit Citation with two stars, Victory
Medal with Aisne, Meuse-Argonne, Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel and Defensive Sec-
tor Clasps, Army of Occupation of Germany Medal, China and Haiti Expedi-
tionary Medals with one Bronze Star, Yangtze Service Medal, Second Nicaraguan
Campaign Medal, American Defense Service Medal with Base Clasp, Asiatic-
Pacific Campaign Medal with one Bronze Star, Chinese Order of the Cloud and
Banner, American Campaign Medal, Victory Medal and the China Service Medal.

COLONEL RICHARD P. ROSS, JR.
United States Marine Corps
Chief of Staff

Colonel Richard P. Ross, Jr., took over as Chief of Staff for the San Diego Marine Corps Recruit
Depot in October, 1952, He came to the Depot from Yokosuka, Japan, where he had served as
Commanding officer, Marine Barracks, from 1950 to 1952.

Colonel Ross was commissioned a second lieutenant in the U. S. Marine Cotps on June 2, 1927,
upon graduating from the U. S. Naval Academy.

Prior to World War 1I, he served at Hampton Roads, Va., Quantico, Va.; in Nicaragua; on the
U. §S. Legation Guard, Peking, China; aboard the U.S.S. Colorado; as an instructor in naval ordnance
and gunnery at the Naval Academy, and a number of tours in the Fleer Marine Force.

In May, 1941, he was assigned as commanding officer of the Marine detachment aboard the
U.S.8. Oklahoma. After the Oklahoma was sunk by the Japanese at Pearl Harbor, Colonel Ross and
his detachment joined the Marine Barracks ashore where he was promoted to Major effective January,
1942. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in September, 1942,

In November, 1942, he took over command of the 16th Defense Battalion on Johnston Island.
A short tour of duty at Washington, D. C., in the Division of Plans and Policies, Headquarters,
Marine Corps, followed in 1943,

In June, 1944, he was ordered to duty with the First Marine Division and was assigned as execu-
tive officer of the First Marine Regiment. His regiment fought at Peleliu, and Okinawa. Colonel
Ross was promoted to Colonel in September, 1945.

Following the Japanese surrender, he was assigned to command the Seventh Marine Regiment
which was ordered to North China to assist the Nationalist Chinese forces there in accepting the
surrender of the Japanese,

He returned to the United States in 1946 for tours of duty at Quantico, Va., and Washington,
D. C. He attended the Command and Staff School at the Virginia base and was a member of the
Joint War Plans Committee in Washington. He also attended the National War College, gradu-
ating in 1948, at which time he was transferred to Headquarters, Marine Corps, to head the stra-
tegic plans section.

In June, 1950, Colonel Ross sailed for Japan where he took command of the Marine Barracks,
Yokosuka. He was stationed there until his transfer to the Depot in 1952,

Colonel Ross holds the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster and Combat V, the Bronze Star
with Gold Star and Combat V, and the Chinese Order of the Cloud and Banner, Fifth Grade.



HE ESTABLISHMENT of a Marine Corps Base at San

Diego was initiated by the late Major General Joseph

H. . Pendleton, USMC, in July 1914, shortly after his
recurn from expeditionary duty on the West Coast of Mexico
where he was in command of the Fourth Regiment of Marines
during the quarrel with that nation.

General Pendleton recognized in the harbor and environs at
San Diego a strategic point where Marines could be trained for
expeditionary duty, and where they could be ready to go aboard
ship with all their expeditionary stores and equipment and be
taken quickly to areas in the Pacific where their services might
be needed.

He worked untiringly with this idea and interested the then
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable Franklin D.
Roosevelt, the late Major General George Barnett, then Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps as well as the late Mr. William
Kettner, then representing the Eleventh California District in
the House of Representatives.

Their efforts won some friends and finally after many influ-
ential officials from Washington visited the Panama-Pacific Ex-
position and viewed the proposed site, the purchase went before
Congress and the site was acquired.

TN nglilll'!-?{"g,

The practical construction was not completed until 1924. Much
of the land was reclaimed from San Diego Bay, including that
portion comprising Lindbergh Field and the adjacent shore area
now utilized by the Navy as a sea-plane base. The first troops
moved into the partially completed barracks from a camp in
Balboa Park in December 1921.

The Base became the home port of the famous Fourth Regi-
ment upon its return from Santo Domingo in the latter part of
1924. In connection with the earthquake disaster at Santa Bar-
bara, on 1 July 1925, the Second Battalion, Fourth Regiment,
consisting of 314 officers and men proceeded to that city to render
assistance to the devastated population. In October 1926, six hun-
dred thirty-five personnel of the 4th Regiment were organized
as the Western Mail Guard under Brigadier General Smedley D.
Butler and derached for the purpose of guarding the U. S. Mails.
In January 1927, the Fourth Regiment proceeded to Shanghai,
China to protect lives and property during the civil war then
progressing northward. Other troops organized at the San Diego
base provided security at Tientsin, China. Just prior to the open-
ing of hostilities of World War II in the Pacific, the 4th Regi-
ment was withdrawn from Shanghai and concentrated with Army
and constabulary troops in the Philippines. The 4th Regiment

OF THE SAN DIEGO DEPOT

together with naval landing forces formed a Naval Brigade which
made glorious history in the defense of Bataan Peninsula and
Corregidor.

A newly organized 4th Regiment was made a part of the 3rd
Amphibious Corps in the latter part of 1943 to perpetuate the
deeds of San Diego’s own. It received the Presidential Unit Cita-
tion in the caprure of Orote Peninsula in Guam, later bcc_nme a
part of the Sixth Division, and was again cited in the fiercely
contested capture of Okinawa. The 4th Regiment was honored
by special orders to be present at the surrender of Hirohito's
forces in Tokio Bay. Following the surrender, it proceeded with
the Sixth Division to restore order in Northern China.

During World War II the Marine Corps Depot served as a
Training Center. Supply Depot and Embarkation Point for thou-
sands of Marines who conquered the Nipponese in the Pacific.
The first expansion of Marine activities in the San Diego area
took place in the acquisition of Camp Elliot, which served as an
advanced training center and base for the Fleet Marine Forces,
Pacific Fleet. Later these activities expanded to Camp Pendleton,
embracing a large area in the northern part of the County as well
as a portion of Orange County.

The Marine Corps Depot, however. continued to serve as the
Center for basic training of Western recruits. At the Rifle Range,
Camp Calvin B. Matthews, a part of the Base, these men received
fundamental training in marksmanship. Later at Camp Elliot and
at Camp Pendleton they received training in combat firing and
fighting.

An important adjunct to the Depot was the establishment of
the Parachute Training School at Camp Gillespie, on the Mesa
near Santee. The Sea School continued to train graduated recruits
for service aboard ships of the Fleet, emphasis being placed on
accurate gunnery. The Base also had schools for radio and tele-
phone communications, motor transport, clerical and band. After
completing training at the Base, these Marines were transferred

to organized units of infantry, artillery, air servicc,_an& sea de-
tachments. All received advanced training in amphibious warfare,
that complex art of coordinated underwater, sea surface, ground
and air attack with its difficult logistics which drove the Japanese
from the islands and waters of the vast Pacific. During the years
between the ill advised Nipponese attack on Pearl Harbor and
the abject signing of unconditional surrender at Tokyo Bay, there
were approximately 222364 Marines who passed through the
portals of the gates at the Magine Corps Recruit Depot, and ‘\Vl?()
will forever proudly reminisce with other Marines over the pit-
falls and rugged routines encountered there.

At present, the Depot continues to perform its mission stated
above with the organization as shown. An important function
of the Depot has been the separation of thousands of reserves to
civilian life and the redistribution of the regulars to shore stations
on return from overseas. This has been accomplished with mini-
mum delay by the Separation Battalion.

The Recruic Depot continues to train young men pouring into
the Corps. During this training, comprising a ten weeks sched-
ule, the men are carefully indoctrinated in the manner of per-
formance of duty of a Marine. They receive thorough training
in marksmanship and familiarization with basic weapons. A few
are chosen for the Sea School, communications, service units, band
and paymasters school. The remainder, upon completion of train-
ing at the Depot are transferred to shore stations, to aviation, to
organized units for duty overseas, or to specialist schools for more
advanced training. The Depot also offers facilities in general edu-
cation, courses of study leading to procurement of high school
diplomas and all of the correspondence courses of the Marine
Corps Institute and United Service Forces Institute in vocational
and professional training. These include university extension

courses.




Each year, thousands of new Leathernecks enter the Marine Corps.
These men received their first training at one of two places. Those
in the eastern part of United States go to the Marine Corps
Recruit Depot at Parris Island, South Carolina. Those who come
from the Middle West and West are sent to the Recruit Depot
at San Diego, California.

At the Recruit Depot begins the training that creates the
phrase, “Once a Marine, always a Marine.” It is here, as the Corps
proudly claims, they select good men and mold them into better
men.

A primary mission of the U. S. Marine Corps is to provide the
Fleet Marine Force, a fighting air-ground team, for service with
the U. S. Fleet. Other missions include provision of ship’s de-
tachments and security units, development of tactics, technique
and equipment for amphibious operations and for expansion to
meet the needs of war.

To the recruit facing his initial 10 weeks of training, the most
important man is his drill instructor—a specially selected non-
commissioned officer, chosen for exceptional leadership ability
and military experience. It is through the DI, he begins his trans-
formation into a Marine.

The Marine recruit training cycle is chronologically divided
into five stages: processing, initial training at the Depot, rifle
range at Camp Matthews, mess duty and final training at the
main base.

Marines find that the three weeks spent at the rifle range at
Camp Matthews, 13 miles north of San Diego, is the most enjoy-
able portion of the training. Here they receive intensive instruc-
tion with the rifle and other infantry weapons. The Corps places
special emphasis on marksmanship with small arms.

After periods of “"snapping in” and “dry runs,” the recruits fire
for qualification with the M-1—a rifle they have cleaned, oiled,
stripped and assembled until they “know it like the back of your
hand.” They also fire the automartic rifle, carbine and pistol and
watch demonstrations of such other weapons as the flame thrower,
the rifle grenade, rocket launcher or bazooka, the 60mm and
80mm mortar and the light and heavy machine guns.

The modern Marine Corps is a team which operates on land,
at sea, and in the air. It utilizes the modern developments of
training and equipment. But it retains the “esprit de corps” that
was tradition over a century before Gen. Pendleton envisioned
the San Diego Marine Corps Recruit Depot.
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MEDICAL EXAM



















Just as civilian education is dependent on
classroom work, so is the Marine “know-
how.” Classroom lectures and studies are
necessary to give the recruit the basics in
military education. Classes in various sub-
jects will continue throughout his Marine
career.
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The Creed of the United States Marines

MY RIFLE"

This is my rifle. There are many like it, but this
one is mine. My rifle is my best friend. It is my
life. I must master it as I must master my life.
My rifle, without me is useless. Without my
rifle, I am useless. I must fire my rifle true. I
must shoot straighter than my enemy who is
trying to kill me. I must shoot him before he
shoots me. I will. . . . My rifle and myself know
that what counts in war is not the rounds we
fire, the noise of our burst, nor the smoke we
make. We know that it is the hits that count.
We will hit, . . . My rifle is human, even as I,
because it is my life. Thus, I will learn it as a
brother. I will learn its weaknesses, its strength,
its parts, its accessories, its sights, and its bar-
rel. I will ever guard it against the ravages of
weather and damage. I will keep my rifle clean
and ready, even as I am clean and ready. We
will become part of each other. We will .
before God I swear this creed. My rifle 'md
myself are the defenders of my country. We are
the masters of our enemy. We are the saviours
of my life. So be it, until there is no enemy,
but peace!
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SNAPPING IN
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PRELIMINARY
FIRING

Prior to record firing of the M1 rifle, each
recruit must get the feel of the weapon,
hence preliminary firing. During this period
the recruit discovers what the weapon will
and will not do. He learns to adjust it for
best shooting in bad weather and under ad-
verse conditions.
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SHIPPING OUT

These 10 weeks have passed slowly for some, speedily for
others. But all have learned a great deal. The important thing
is that they have learned to be Marines. Now with orders,
these Marines are “shipped out” to some other Marine Corps
base for more training or duty. A 10-day leave awaits, either
now or at the end of new schooling. They have now

launched their Marine Corps career.




LT. COL. R. M. WISMER MAJ. J. C. CRAWLEY CAPT. R. H. FRANCIS CWO H. F. JAMES
Commanding Officer Executive Officer S-3 Officer Adjutant

THIRD BATTALION

LT. H. H. CUMMINGS T/SGT. E. J. PICKERING M/SGT. C. DURHAM M/SGT. R. L. TYNER M/SGT. R. A. VERKENNIS
Chaplain, USN (CHC) Operations NCO Battalion Sgt. Major Field Sgt. Major Chief Instructor

SPECIAL SUBJECTS INSTRUCTORS:

FIRST ROW: M/Sgt. W. R. Scheibner, T/Sgt. R. Deshotel, T/Sgt. F. C. Litchford, T/Sqt. F. E.
McLellan, S/Sgt. P. J. Cassidy. . . . SECOND ROW: §/Sgt. J. R. Dunlap, S/Sgt. D. S. Kutch,
$/Sgt. F. D. Warren, Sgt. A. H. Osten.



IST LT. F. R. KOETHE
C.0. Co. A

T/SGT. C. H. NORDQUIST
CDI

S$/SGT. H. LOVEMARK
SDI

Joseph Allen
Richard O. Bemish
Bernard J. Belill
Julian Berber

Richard L. Bitner

Richard M. Blanks
Arnold S. Bowling
Charles H. Brandon
Norman E. Brock
Charles E. Campbell



John E. Carroll

Keith P. Case

Donnell D. Christianson
John F. Clancy

Donald D. Coterel

Duane A. Dodge
Thomas K. Dunbar
Clyde Dupree
William S. Erickson Jr.
James F. Gillespie

Marlin R. Greene
Robert G. Hendricks
Alvin L. Higgins
Ralph C. Hill

Allan L. Hinton

Raymond J. Hrabcak
Michael Hreha
Hiwatha L. Huffman
Gordon D. Humphrey
Arthur B. Hutzel Jr.

Robert H. Just
Donald J. Kabacinski
David J. Kew

Lloyd E. Kibbons
Frank J. Koziol Jr.

Robert P. McKim
Jerome H. Messner
Roch Milla

Joseph N. Miller
Jimmy L. Myers




Donald L. Nelson
Paul J. Orlett
Howard Pardon
Harvey M. Patterson
Richard J. Peltier

Ralph E. Pistole
Gerald K. Power
Elmer R. Pride Jr.
Jerome L. Ratajczak
Joe R. Zuniga

David L. Riddle
Merle E. Sanders
Elden R. Schollar
Lloyd B. Schunk
Wayne E. Severson

Donald I. Smith
Donald P. Smolinski
Benjamin J. Sorrell
Roosevelt Stepp
Wesley C. Sutter

Wayne E. Syvrud
John Vela

Aaron VYigil

Harley L. Wambaugh
William A. Wolf

Edward E. Woodrich
W. W. Boyce

A. W. Herschamp
L. F. Rhem

R. S. Rhymer















George Arciniega
Loy W. Ashcraft
John F. Basso
Ralph B. Brown
Dale H. Brekke

Carl W. Carlson
Robert A. Cavanaugh
Antonio M. Chantaca
Rubin Clark Jr.
James T. Coughlin

IST LT. F. R. KOETHE T/SGT. C. H. NORDQUIST SGT. C. W. WILKINSON

C.0., Co. A CDI SDI

CPL. W. E. BYLER PFC. J. D. FARRIS
JDI JDI

PLATOON 309




Donnie E. Covington
William Danaher
Frank C. De Pierre Jr.
Richard T. Dorman
Richard L. Doyle

Alfred H. Edwall
Darrel J. Ellsworth
Robert R. Fischer
Richard F. Frazer
Charles A. Garcia

Gordon R. Grall
Lloyd Harmon

David F. Haury
William J. Herman Jr.

Laurence C. Johnson

Huey D. Jones
William J. Kelly
Robert W. Kerns
Dale C. Kocher
Ronald E. Kraut

Donald C. Krob

Mike I. Kubacki

John E. Lambie
Gordon H. Lochrie
Larry K. Loffelmacher

Richard F. Malain
Billy R. Martin
Richard W. Maxwell
Billy N. McEachern
James D. McMillion



Lewis McMurtery
Ronald E. Milton
Richard B. Owsley
Allen A. Pifer
Raymond A. Powell

Rueben R. Reynolds
Joseph A. Rich
Edgar D. Richards
Jesse Rico

Henry L. Rogers

Thomas B. Rooney
Albert L. Schrader
George D. Smith Jr.
Jerry L. Souders
William H. Stasek

Robert W. Stephan
Donald E. Taylor
Harvey C. Taylor
Theodore A. Taylor
Jullian K. Teigen

Maurice E. Thomas
Clarence M. Turner Jr.
Orris D. Urie

Steve D. Vargas
William A. Yey

Donald H. Vondrasek
Y. R. Thomas



















IST LT. F. R. KOETHE
.0 Co, A

Joe D. Acosta
Jeffrey R. Aitken
James E. Amber
Glynn E. Anderscn
Glenn R. Andrus

Gilbert F. Arterburn
Donald R. Barber
Jimmie J. Barrios
Walter W, Belde Jr.
Billy R. Blocker

T/SGT. C. H. NORDQUIST
CDI

S/SGT. B. HICKMAN
SDI

CPL. A. G. JAMES
JDI




James H. Bradley
James H. Brewer
Alex L. Brewster
Wayne T. Brown
William F. Browne Jr.

Joseph R. Bruno
William J. Dickinson
Benny J. Dobkins
Manuel Domingo Jr.
Charles L. Eis

A. R. Erlinger

D. G. Garcia
Louis Gardner Jr.
James W. Garland
M. Garza

Loyal L. Grandstaff
Jose L. Griego
Raymond R. Harper
W. T. Hart

Edward W. Hartman Jr.

Thomas Albert Herrington
Billy Newton Holcomb

M. A. Hotop

Lloyd E. Houston

D. J. Jolin

Fred E. Klepper Jr.
L. B. Lomax
William R. Manley
Paul E. Martin
Ricardo R. Martinez




Jack McCollom Jr,
Maurice D. McKenzie
Bruce R. Miller

Jack |. Mussett

Paul G. Peasley

J. C. Pike

George A. Robbins
Raymond R. Robinson
Charles J. Rodriguez Jr.
Billy C. Sanders

Richard D. Schlueter
Richard W. Schnarr Jr.
Frank P. Schraml Jr.
Gilbert W. Smith
Sidney C. Taylor

Gerald J. Trahan
Travis O. Ulmer
Robert G. Yanausdoll
Robert S. Walls
Donald F. Ware

Wesley W, Watson
Franklin E. White
G. B. White

Larry M. Wright
Luther A. Wynn






















THE MARINES" HYMN

From the halls of Montezuma,
To the shores of Tripoli,

We fight our country’s battles
In the air, on land and sea:
First to fight for right and freedom
And to keep our honor clean:
We are proud to claim the title of
UNITED STATES MARINE,

Our flag’s unfurled to every breeze
From dawn to setting sun:
We have fought in every clime and place

Where we could take a gun:

In the snow of far off northern lands
And in sunny tropic scenes,

You will find us always on the job—

THE UNITED STATES MARINES.

Here's health to you and to our Corps
Which we are proud to serve:
In many a strife we've fought for life
And never lost our nerve;
If the Army and the Navy
Ever look on heaven'’s scenes,
They will find the streets are guarded by
UNITED STATES MARINES.
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