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, MAJOR GENERAL JOHN T. WALKER 

United States Marine Corps 
: Commanding General 

a... 
tLe tt 
ee Tele) sted 
Te | ae 

Major General John T. Walker entered the Marine Corps as In March 1944, he was named Chief of Staff to the First 
a second lieutenant on May 23, 1917, following his graduation Provisional Marine Brigade, participating with that organiza- 
from the Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College, College tion in the recapture of Guam during’ the summer of that year. 
Station, Texas. One month later he sailed for France, where, After a duty assignment at Headquarters, Washington, 
as a member of the Fifth Marine Regiment he participated in D. C., General Walker was detached to the Second Division, 
the defense of the Montgirmont Sector in March, 1918. He with which unit he participated in the occupation of Japan. 

returned to the United States in April, 1918, to become in- In February, 1946, he was named Division Commander. 
structor in the Bayonet School at Quantico, Virginia. Later in the spring of 1946 General Walker was appointed 

In 1920 General Walker joined the Second Brigade Marines Deputy Commander of Camp Pendleton, California, where in 

in the Dominican Republic, remaining there until 1922, when a ae he oe duties as vari apes e = 
he was named aide to the commandant of the Norfolk Navy Dna ee ce et one nane ne ee Uae July, 19 i 
Yard when he was assigned as Assistant Division Commander o} 

he : h flicers’ 7 the First Marine Division. 

; oe reas AE eee b nas I en Quantico General Walker was ordered to duty as Commanding Gen- 
aa 19 >, General Walker served aboard the U. ds West Vir- eral, Troop Training Unit, Amphibious Training Command, 
ginia for three years. He served five years as an instructor at Pacific Fleet at Coronado, California in February, 1948. 

the Marine Barracks, Philadelphia, and then was sent a for- He assumed his present duties as Commanding General, 
eign duty again, this time to Haiti. In September, 1s 4, he Marine Corps Recruit Depot on September 8, 1952. 

was ordered to duty with the Division of Reserve in Wash- General Walker, who was born September 15, 1893, in 

ington, D, C., where he remained until July, 1937, when Gen- Azle, Texas, was honored with a Doctor of Laws Degree from 
eral Walker completed the senior officers’ course at Quantico Texas A. & M. College in 1948 “in recognition of distin- 
in May, 1938, remaining there as an instructor until 1940. guished service to his country, his profession and his fellow- 

In June of 1940 General Walker began his first assignment men.” 

at the Marine Recruit Depot, San Diego, California. He was General Walker holds the Navy Cross, Legion of Merit, 
ordered to the Depot as Chief of Planning Section. Bronze Star Medal, Navy Unit Commendation, Victory, Medal 
General Walker, after a short tour of duty asa Naval ob- with Defensive Sector Clasp, Expeditionary Medal, American 

server to Cairo, Egypt, joined the Second Marine Division in Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star, Asiatic-Pacific Cam- 
1942, first as operations officer and later as commanding officer paign Medal with two Bronze Stars, World War II Victory 
of the twenty-second Marines. He led the regiment in the Medal, Haitian Distinguished Service Medal with Diploma 
capture of Eniwetok in February, 1944. and the French Fourragere.
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BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM J. WHALING , es 
2 y at 

United States Marine Corps #: + 
Deputy Commander ES 

Brigadier General William J. Whaling, one of the top rifle and pistol shots in F x 
the Marine Corps, is Deputy Commander of the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, ; . 

San Diego, California. f i r . é 
General Whaling, who was born in St. Cloud, Minnesota, on February 26, Fath le A . 

1894, enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1918 and received a field commission in fs er - AS 
1918 while serving with the Sixth Marine Regiment in France. pee, 

During the years of peace, 1918 to 1941, General Whaling served aboard the ‘.' ies 
U.S.S. Tacoma and the U.S.S. Maryland; saw foreign duty in China, Nicaragua * : 
and Haiti; and, performed duty at United States stations of Mare Island, Cali- " : 
fornia; Parris Island, South Carolina; Portsmouth, New Hampshire; Brooklyn, . = 
New York; Washington, D. C.; Quantico, Virginia; and Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 3 ae ee 

vania. eae, 
‘When the Japanese launched their attack on Pearl Harbor, General Whaling a 

was serving with the Marine Detachment there. After the attack he was ordered 
back to the United States and assigned to the Fifth Marine Regiment of the ; Ste. Sy 
Fifth Marine Division. With the Fifth Regiment General Whaling took part in « 
the Guadalcanal campaign and later in the Cape Gloucester fighting with the ge 
First Marine Regiment. “Rae 

General Whaling was promoted to his present rank on July 1, 1949, while we 
serving as Chief of Staff of Marine Barracks, Camp Lejeune, N. C. On the same * 
day he was named Assistant Division Commander of the Second Marine Division. ao eo 

In May, 1951, General Whaling became Assistant Commander of the First * \ FF 
Marine Division in Korea. He returned to the United States in March, 1952, a ' . 2 
and was named Commanding General of the Recruit Depot the following month. vy i \ 2 
He held the Commanding General's post until September. f \ s 

General Whaling holds as decorations and medals the Navy Cross, the Silver a F -- ef 
Star, the Legion of Merit, the Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of Merit, the Rs es wisi , 
Purple Heart, the Haitian Order of Honor and Merit, the Haitian Distinguished I£ 7 i 
Service Medal, the Bronze Star, Presidential Unit Citation with two stars, Victory ; Sg 
Medal with Aisne, Meuse-Argonne, Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel and Defensive Sec- Rot ny 
tor Clasps, Army of Occupation of Germany Medal, China and Haiti Expedi- 4 ale Gey a P 
tionary Medals with one Bronze Star, Yangtze Service Medal, Second Nicaraguan v iy. 4 eas ) 
Campaign Medal, American Defense Service Medal with Base Clasp, Asiatic- Aik 5 a) he) os 

Pacific Campaign Medal with one Bronze Star, Chinese Order of the Cloud and ee f ie P37] 7, ») a 
Banner, American Campaign Medal, Victory Medal and the China Service Medal. ‘ge s v ™ i + % ¥ ' 
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a COLONEL RICHARD P. ROSS, JR. 

3 United States Marine Corps 

. Chief of Staff 

. Colonel Richard P. Ross, Jr., took over as Chief of Staff for the San Diego Marine Corps Recruit ms i eae | Depot in October, 1952. He came to the Depot from Yokosuka, Japan, where he had served as 
ws POX, ry Commanding officer, Marine Barracks, from 1950 to 1952, J Colonel Ross was commissioned a second lieutenant in the U. S. Marine Corps on June 2, 1927, | ; upon graduating from the U. S. Naval Academy. 

: a 3 Prior to World War II, he served at Hampton Roads, Va., Quantico, Va.; in Nicaragua; on the s : ye U. S. Legation Guard, Peking, China; aboard the U.S.S. Colorado; as an instructor in naval ordnance lh aA ae and gunnery at the Naval Academy, and a number of tours in the Fleet Marine Force. ‘ : 4 In May, 1941, he was assigned as commanding officer of the Marine detachment aboard the b " 4 U.S.S. Oklahoma. After the Oklahoma was sunk by the Japanese at Pearl Harbor, Colonel Ross and 4 cacti his detachment joined the Marine Barracks ashore where he was promoted to Major effective January, 
‘ — ‘ie 1942. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in September, 1942. 

es In November, 1942, he took over command of the 16th Defense Battalion on Johnston Island. ’ ‘. a A short tour of duty at Washington, D. C., in the Division of Plans and Policies, Headquarters, 
ea x 5 4 Marine Corps, followed in 1943, 

_ a In June, 1944, he was ordered to duty with the First Marine Division and was assigned as execu- = 4 tive officer of the First Marine Regiment. His regiment fought at Peleliu, and Okinawa. Colonel ite ® Ross was promoted to Colonel in September, 1945. 
sag Following the Japanese surrender, he was assigned to command the Seventh Marine Regiment 

> which was ordered to North China to assist the Nationalist Chinese forces there in accepting the 7 surrender of the Japanese. 
a | He returned to the United States in 1946 for tours of duty at Quantico, Va., and ‘Washington, 
: D. C. He attended the Command and Staff School at the Virginia base and was a member of the 

_ * Joint War Plans Committee in Washington. He also attended the National War College, gradu- 
a ry ¥ x ating in 1948, at which time he was transferred to Headquarters, Marine Corps, to head the stra- 

rat tegic plans section. 
, ¢ a In June, 1950, Colonel Ross sailed for Japan where he took command of the Marine Barracks, 

Piel 4 Yokosuka. He was stationed there until his transfer to the Depot in 1952. 
* Colonel Ross holds the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster and Combat V, the Bronze Star 

with Gold Star and Combat V, and the Chinese Order of the Cloud and Banner, Fifth Grade.
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j A i ‘ | together with naval landing forces formed a Naval Brigade which to organized units of infantry, artillery, air service, and sea de- 
< “al made glorious history in the defense of Bataan Peninsula and tachments. All received advanced training in amphibious warfare, 

ia 4 — a Vara eaoen Corregidor. 5 that complex art of coordinated underwater, sea surface, ground 

, ee Is a) A newly organized 4th Regiment was made a part of the 3rd and air attack with its difficult logistics which drove the Japanese 
— ‘ ai a a ° Amphibious Corps in the latter part of 1943 to perpetuate the from the islands and waters of the vast Pacific. During the years 

i» 4 ile or " deeds of San Diego’s own. It received the Presidential Unit Cita- between the ill advised Nipponese attack on Pearl Harbor and 
Saye . ie 4 tion in the capture of Orote Peninsula in Guam, later became a the abject signing of unconditional surrender at Tokyo Bay, there 

Wins, part of the Sixth Division, and was again cited in the fiercely were approximately 222,364 Marines who passed through the 
: contested capture of Okinawa. The 4th Regiment was honored portals of the gates at the Magine Corps Recruit Depot, and who 

om, : by special orders to be present at the surrender of Hirohito’s will forever proudly reminisce with other Marines over the pit- 
ei a . forces in Tokio Bay. Following the surrender, it proceeded with falls and rugged routines encountered there. 
§ “i i ¢ the Sixth Division to restore order in Northern China. At present, the Depot continues to perform its mission stated 
as -. a above with the organization as shown. An important function 
Va ae of the Depot has been the separation of thousands of reserves to ae wv 4 - 5 noe : civilian life and the redistribution of the regulars to shore stations 

4 SS ae 4 on return from overseas. This has been accomplished with mini- 
Hi Si S i mum delay by the Separation Battalion. oan f eet wor —— 2S The Recruit Depot continues to train young men pouring into 

he 5 ie Poca i - ee | the Corps. During this training, comprising a ten weeks sched- seen tt ad ‘ pat me, ——- ? ee cS ule, the men are carefully indoctrinated in the manner of per- oon ao wee vat il Lo { formance of duty of a Marine. They receive thorough training 
‘el a i 4 oa pines *| 4 ~ J in marksmanship and familiarization with basic weapons. A few we ae el | ade Bote Gan) 0.8 WW We \ are chosen for the Sea School, communications, service units, band - &§ ae ‘ e x ae Leda oS er a Ee i) i. and paymasters school. The remainder, upon completion of train- 

gige OR Bae wee Sat SRN . A | ing at the Depot are transferred to shore stations, to aviation, to ar ] , a thas Che Sa Vibes! ‘ , Py aN organized units for duty overseas, or to specialist schools for more i it 
i i ’ | r ica ie Xk advanced training. The Depot also offers facilities in general edu- Sar itso tad | SY (q ! i r cation, courses of study leading to procurement of high school age SS nin ee & a a r | diplomas and all of the correspondence courses of the Marine —— 

: a be — Corps Institute and United Service Forces Institute in vocational 
J - earl : and professional training. These include university extension é 5 = courses. 

HE ESTABLISHMENT of a Marine Corps Base at San The practical construction was not completed until 1924. Much ' During World War II the Marine Corps Depot served as a cee ae Diego was initiated by the late Major General Joseph of the land was reclaimed from San Diego Bay, including that Training Center. Supply Depot and Embarkation Point for thou- . a H.. Pendleton, USMC, in July 1914, shortly after his portion comprising Lindbergh Field and the adjacent shore area ) sands of Marines who conquered the Nipponese in the Pacific. ee return from expeditionary duty on the West Coast of Mexico now utilized by the Navy as a sea-plane base. The first troops The first expansion of Marine activities in the San Diego area SS. where he was in command of the Fourth Regiment of Marines moved into the partially completed barracks from a camp in took place in the acquisition of Camp Elliot, which served as an during the quarrel with that nation. Balboa Park in December 1921. advanced training center and base for the Fleet Marine Forces, General Pendleton recognized in the harbor and environs at The Base became the home port of the famous Fourth Regi- Pacific Fleet. Later these activities expanded to Camp Pendleton, : San Diego a strategic point where Marines could be trained for ment upon its return from Santo Domingo in the latter part of embracing a large area in the northern part of the County as well Pe expeditionary duty, and where they could be ready to go aboard 1924. In connection with the earthquake disaster at Santa Bar- as a portion of Orange County. pen ship with all their expeditionary stores and equipment and be bara, on 1 July 1925, the Second Battalion, Fourth Regiment, . The Marine Corps Depot, however. continued to serve as the 4 pa taken quickly to areas in the Pacific where their services might consisting of 314 officers and men proceeded to that city to render Center for basic training of Western recruits. At the Rifle Range, a i aad _ be needed. assistance to the devastated population. In October 1926, six hun- ) Camp Calvin B. Matthews, a part of the Base, these men received | — Rea gic He worked untiringly with this idea and interested the then dred thirty-five personnel of the 4th Regiment were organized fundamental training in marksmanship, Later at Camp Elliot and qT > By i 2 eet Assistant Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable Franklin D. as the Western Mail Guard under Brigadier General Smedley D. | at Camp Pendleton they received training in combat firing and } = Ba my Ree 4 i Tosaalfe Roosevelt, the late Major General George Barnett, then Com- Butler and detached for the purpose of guarding the U. S. Mails. fighting. | ei ite, l a mandant of the Marine Corps as well as the late Mr. William In January 1927, the Fourth Regiment proceeded to Shanghai, An important adjunct to the Depot was the establishment of # oe Kettner, then representing the Eleventh California District in China to protect lives and property during the civil war then the Parachute Training School at Camp Gillespie, on the Mesa og i \ the House of Representatives. progressing northward. Other troops organized at the San Diego near Santee. The Sea School continued to train graduated recruits | 2 aa sis ~ Their efforts won some friends and finally after many influ- base provided security at Tientsin, China. Just prior to the open- for service aboard ships of the Fleet, emphasis being placed on i ‘ae see ential officials from Washington visited the Panama-Pacific Ex- ing of hostilities of World War II in the Pacific, the 4th Regi- accurate gunnery. The Base also had schools for radio and tele- 4 ae ieee position and viewed the proposed site, the purchase went before ment was withdrawn from Shanghai and concentrated with Army phone communications, motor transport, clerical and band. After c wee ‘ Congress and the site was acquired. and constabulary troops in the Philippines. The 4th Regiment completing training at the Base, these Marines were transferred ne 5



At the Recruit Depot begins the training that creates the 

vp. phrase, “Once a Marine, always a Marine.” It is here, as the Corps 

i y ~. Yann proudly claims, they select good men and mold them into better 

Ni VA men. ee 
y Wy os A primary mission of the U. S. Marine Corps is to provide the 

; & N iN Fleet Marine Force, a fighting air-ground team, for service with 
7, \ Fae the U. S. Fleet. Other missions include provision of ship's de- 

42 Y MAN tachments and security units, development of tactics, technique 
Y and equipment for amphibious operations and for expansion to 

4 i meet the needs of war. 
bd > To the recruit facing his initial 10 weeks of training, the most 
a nag: = important man is his drill instructor—a specially selected non- 
a iii Leary ier r commissioned officer, chosen for exceptional leadership ability 

a ee Hits | a and military experience. It is through the DI, he begins his trans- 
eR BO + te aes i ae a formation into a Marine. 

| < Ca pee Lee ot The Marine recruit training cycle is chronologically divided 
: ee a eae ease into five stages: processing, initial training at the Depot, rifle 

Pee range at Camp Matthews, mess duty and final training at the 
main base. 

Marines find that the three weeks spent at the rifle range at 
cM , ie nae Camp Matthews, 13 miles north of San Diego, is the most enjoy- 

Be pS ie able portion of the training. Here they receive intensive instruc- 
ae 4 = oe . tion with the rifle and other infantry weapons. The Corps places 
as a Se st > special emphasis on marksmanship with small arms. 

— c After periods of “snapping in” and “dry runs,” the recruits fire 
é for qualification with the M-l1—a rifle they have cleaned, oiled, 

stripped and assembled until they “know it like the back of your 
hand.” They also fire the automatic rifle, carbine and pistol and 
watch demonstrations of such other weapons as the flame thrower, 

the rifle grenade, rocket launcher or bazooka, the 60mm and 

Each year, thousands of new Leathernecks enter the Marine Corps. 80mm mortar and the light and heavy machine guns. 
These men received their first training at one of two places. Those The modern Marine Corps is a team which operates on land, 
in the eastern part of United States go to the Marine Corps at sea, and in the air. It utilizes the modern developments of 
Recruit Depot at Parris Island, South Carolina. Those who come training and equipment. But it retains the “esprit de corps” that 
from the Middle West and West are sent to the Recruit Depot was tradition over a century before Gen. Pendleton envisioned 
at San Diego, California. the San Diego Marine Corps Recruit Depot. 
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These 10 weeks have passed slowly for some, speedily for 

others. But all have learned a great deal. The important thing 

is that they have learned to be Marines. Now with orders, 

these Marines are “shipped out” to some other Marine Corps 

base for more training or duty. A 10-day leave awaits, either 

now or at the end of new schooling. They have now 

launched their Marine Corps career. 
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LT. H.H.CUMMINGS — _T/SGT. E. J. PICKERING + M/SGT. C. DURHAM M/SGT. R. L. TYNER — M/SGT. R. A. VERKENNIS 
Chaplain, USN (CHC) Operations NCO Battalion Sgt. Major Field Sgt. Major Chief Instructor 

SPECIAL SUBJECTS INSTRUCTORS: 
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FIRST ROW: M/Sgt. W. R. Scheibner, T/Sgt. R. Deshotel, T/Sgt. F. C. Litchford, T/Sgt. F. E. 
McLellan, S/Sgt. P. J. Cassidy. . . . SECOND ROW: S/Sgt. J. R. Dunlap, S/Sgt. D. §. Kutch, 
S/Sgt. F. D. Warren, Sgt. A. H. Osten.
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