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The hest strains from the first source is what
I breed from.

The all-important question for the up-to-date
honey producer s Are his bees the right
strain ?

For fifteen years I have been importing from
ihe most reputable Queen Specialist in Italy,
whe has made a reputation as A BEE FOR BUSI-
NESS with these Pure Three-Banded Itahans

I have queen mothers of last season’s importa-
tion that have proved themselves equal to any [
ever had, and am offering their stock for the
ﬁese]?t. season, fully gmr‘mte@d October to

arc!

Untested, 5/- ; Tested. 1Q/=.

J. DRAGE,
EAST ADELAIDE S.A,

The .ﬁ'ustralmn Bee Bulletbn JULY -3l 1309.

Queensland’s ONLY Poultry Paper. W ‘
e B o T Lk

‘Joultry Guide

"\??ﬁ_"‘ <

Published tst of Each Month.

257 WickaMm STREET,

VALLEY, BRISBANE.
BT
SUBSERIPTION, 2/6 Per Annum
ADVERTISEMENT, 2/ PER INCH

HONEY LABELS

AT 'THE

Bee Bulletin JPrinting Works,

WEST MAITLAND. N.S.W.
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Having une of tne most complete Printing Plants outside Sydnsy we

are prepared to execute any description of Frinting at

Reasonable Rates. : ‘
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The Farmer & Grazier

The Best Illustrated -
Farmers’ Journal in Australia,
7s 6d PER ANNUM.

J. TWOMEY ‘& CO,
76 Pror STREET,
SYDNEY.

| Agent for the ‘‘* A. BEE BULLETIN,”
| authorised to recelve Subscuptxuus and Adver-

e

Tho Ausoalian burtner

Is the hest-and most useful publication
of its kind in Australia. -Every kind ol

| information about the garden, poultry

and the dairy,

An illustrated paper on gardening,
ete., for the small subscription of

3s. 6d. per year,

Orders taken at the “ Bee Bulletin,”
Office, West Maitland.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

R. J B. KLINE, Guildford, Sapprer and
Harness Maxsr, and Secretary of the

W estern Aunstralian Beekeepers’ A\RQLH{IOD, is
and is

tisements for same.
B PIPPER,
¢ A. BEE BUirETIN.?

S ety el o

NOTICE.

SHOULD any beekeeper have a doubt of
the genuineness of any honey sold in his
neighbourhood, send a sample to the Chairman
Board 'of Health, Sydney, who will cause it
to be analysed, -and take procceedings if
NBCeBsArY -

e HONEY LABELS.

Our facilities for doing all kinds ef °

Honey-label work in one or mcre
colors are the best and we do it

cheaply. .o —
A. B. BULLETIN.

FANCIERS AND BREEDERS OF
POULTRY, DOGS, PIGEONS AND CAGE

BIRDS,
Should Read tlie -

W. A. Fanciers’ Journa.l
A..\’D
Practica,l Poultry XKeeper.
An Tlustrated Monthly Journal.

Send for Sample Copy, Free.<&5)
Published at 17, Royal Arcade;, Perth, W.A

12 Poultr’y Papers for {/= Y
““THE AUSTRALIAN HEN”

is the generally acknowledged

BEST POULTRY PAPER

It.is publishied Monthly,
AND COSTS 3/6 YEAR, POST FREE,

But to prove its value, we shall send you 12 Back

Numbers—a liberal poultry education—ypost free for

1/=. .Money backif you are no satisfied. &5 Write
to-day before they have all gone,

in the Commonwealth

681 GEORGE-ST.,
Sydney, N.S.W

“The Australian Hen,”’
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: ﬂe New Zealand Farmer, The Australian Pastoralist,

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL.

It is practieally the hand book of the New
Zealand Agriculturist.
1t keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer

i

i

1

AND BREEDERS GAZETTE.
PUBLISHED MONTHLY:
Price, 83 Per Annum.

Gonfains all the leading Pastoral Intelligence.

daily reguirements, enabling him to utilise all iAddress Orders—

modern advantages within his reach.

The subjects dealt with cover the whole field
. of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura: pur-
suits, and the legislation affecting these several
industries. Its columns contain thoroughly
practieal a3 well as scientific information upon
dﬁranches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the
Cultivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man-
agement of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upon im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including
the Suppression of Orchard Pests; FPoultry
Rearing, Special Industries, ofc., etc., besides
critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations
from every farming centre in the colony.

The “New Zealand Farmer’’ is the only paper
in the colomy wholly devoted to the intérests of
Fammers, Wool Growers, and Orchardists.

Subscription : Per annum, 12s 6d, posted in
advance, 10s. i

Send your Subscription through any Stationer
or direct to the

PUBLISHING Orrice, Forr-sT.; ATCELAND

SCALE OF PRICES.

FOR

ADVERTISEMENTS

HALP PAGi‘]—Pelj Annum, £5.
N Per Half Year, £3.
i Per Quarter, £1 13s.

QUARTER PAGE—Per Annum, £3.

Per Half Year, £1 15s.

i Per Quarter, £1.
ONE-EIGHTH PAGE—Per Annum, £1 138
Per Half Year, £1.
39 1 Per Quarter, 12s.
SINGLE INSERTION—First Inch, 3s 6d.
Succeeding, 23 6d.
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If you want anything in the way of
Printing or Bookbinding
send for prices and samples to

EDWIN TIPPER,
West Maitland,

!

P.O., Woolloongabba,
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND.

QUEENS.

Leather Colour and Cypro Italian
(Golden).

{ i one  three. five  ten
Untested queens B B0 30
Select Untested Queens 6/~ 18/-0025/ 49/
Warranted-Quesns - ... 6/~ 16/~ 25/~ 49k
Tested Queens ... e 8= 22 35/~ J6h)-
Select Tested Quecens ... 15/- 42/~ 65/~

M. ARMSTRONG,

Rosaville Apiary,

WEST MAITLAND.

26th Annual Price List of Best Ital-
—. ian Queens from the First Bee
; ‘;Farm in Australia, recognised as
Absolutely the Best Bee Farm

for the supply of Queens, Hives

of Bees, &c. Always winner of most
prizes.
QUEENS—Untested, 5/- cach.
Tested, .7 one 10/- ; three, 25/~ six, 45/~
Select Tested, one 15/~ ; three 40/  ; six, 70/~
Extra Choice, one 25/~ ; three, 60/-; six, 105/«

Alsg, Swarms? Hives of Bees, Implements
Foundation, &c.

W. ABRAM,

EEEUAS T E A TN STt E s TR AL TR AINVGE
BEECROFET, NEAR SYDNEY,
Established 1881,

P.8.—My knowledge and experience of
40 years practice enables me to breed and supply
Queens Superior to Any, possessing the Most
Desirable Qualities combined.  Desiring to

| maintain that High Reputation, I again submit

| for your consideration the fact that I can supply

|

to satisfaction, if you give me description of
your requirements. Thanking you for past
tavours.—1 remain. yours truly, W. ABRAM.

Printed and Published by K. Trerper, Proprietor, High Street, West Maitland, N.S\W,
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The following is the list of advertisers

s in our present issue, all of whom we would

] yecommend our readers to patronise:—
&78 y

7. Supply=Dealers.
rWa}ter S. Cowell, Albert St., Brisbane, Q

#
Queen Raisers.

W. Abram, Beecroft,
.+ J. Drage, East Adelaide, S.A.

M. Armstrong, Rosaville Apiary, West
& Maitland, N.S.W.

},.
v :
Honey Tins.

“* Chown Bros. and Mullholland, Litd.,
Py Thomas St., Ultimo, Sydney.
W. I. Davey, Fairfield, Victoria.

y =

%
Miscellaneous.
v

Proscott, Limited, 336 & 338 Sussex-st.
l Sydney.

Sayers, Allport Prop., Iitd., 4 O’Connell
-y Street, Sydney.
« Jules Lang & Son, 16 Bury St., St. Mary
| Axe, London, E.C,

N.5.W. & COMMONWEALTH
BEEKEEPERS’' UNION.

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE.

The first meeting of the executive of
the above Union took place on Monday,
the 1oth inst., at II.30'am.  Eresent:
Messrs, W. Abram, J. J. Branch, Henry
Tord, . W. Parker, J. J. Parry, and by
invitation J. Richardson and E. Abram,
junt.

Mr. W. Abram was voted to the chair,
and he in a few words indicated the steps
taken in the organisation of the Unien,
as detailed in the April, May, and June
numbers of the A.B.B. The scrutiny of
the voting papers to hand was then taken
and resulted as follows:—President, W.
Abram, by all votes but three; Secretary,
H. Lord, by a two-thirds majority vote;
Treasurer, J. J. Branch, by a two-thirds
majority vote; Committee, Messrs. Par-
ker, Parry, and subsequently Mr. Lord.

Mr. Lord said that however much he
appreciated the honor of being elected
secretary, and felt grateful to those who
had cast their votes in his favor, still he
had so many calls on his time that he re-
gretted that he could not see his way to
accept and take up the duties of secre-
tary.

It was then agreed that Mr, J. Richard-
son, Botany, fill the position. Mr. Richard-
son accepted, and stated that he kept bees
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for seven vears, and that he is making Reference was made to the bee farm at

bee-keeping his sole occupation, and will
do his best to carry out the duties of sec-
retary.

Myr. Niven’s suggestions were then dis-
cussed, and it was decided that at present
matters remain as they are.

RINGBARKING FORrREST RESERVATION
FOR BEEs AND TIMBER.

On this subject Mr. Hunter’s letter was
read, and consider able reasons were
oiven to point out the very difficult task
of obtaining relief in that direcion, and to
make the matter worthy of its importance
it was decided that a circular be sent to
members of the Union and the readers of
the A.B.B. to vote on the subject, and
oive their views, and with these the Un-
ion’s Executive will then press their
claim. The larger the number of votes
in support, the more power to the in-
dustry.

At 1.30 p.m. adjourned for lunch. Mr.
Lord had to attend elsewhere in the after-
noon. At 2.30 p.m. meecting continued.

It was decided to style the Union “The
New South Wales and Commonwealth
Bee-Keeper’s Union.”’

How to improve the price of honey to
producers without rising it to consumers
was next debated, and Mr. Veness’s pro-
nosal, as published last month, and Mz,
Curr’s letter, received attention. It was
agreed that at present the matter must
stand in abevance, but will be taken up
as soon as practicable. It was a unan-
imous decision that the control of the
sale of bee-keeper’s products should be
in their hands, if they wanted to better
their position.

Lectures on bee-keeping was next con-
sidered, and it was agreed to make ar-
rangements accordingly.

On practical—not theoretical—informa-
tion to be given at bee-keepers’ apiaries,
also on treatment of honeyv for market,
decisions were agreed on, and should
prove of benefit to bee-keepers.

¥ Mr.

the Hawkesbury College, which had been
visited by several of the Executive, and
explanations were given.

Export of honey received careful con-
sideration, with the view that next season,
which promises well, an over-production
might occur, and provisions be made be-
forehand to secure profitable markets.
Munday’s letter was then read,
Tand it was decided to leave that subject
in abeyance till next meeting.

It was agreed that all correspondence
shall be addressed: ‘“The Secretary, cfo
W. Abram, Beecroft.”’

The secretary was instructed to inform
Mr. Hunter, Trunkey, that the corres-
pondence of the Trunkey bee-keepers and
members of this Union be through Mrz.
Huntes.

The amount of subscriptions received
by Mr. Abram to date was then handed to
the treasurer, and it was decided to post
receipts for same with the next circular,
to save postage.

The secretary was authorised to buy the
necessary books and stationery for the
Executive requirements.

An arrangement was then made for
some of the Executive to meet on Wednes-
day morning, the 2rst inst., in further-
ance of the above- mentzoned decisions,
and they have done excellently in those
drections, further information of which
will be forthcoming at a later date.

At 5.30 p.m. the meeting closed.

Trunkey,
uly, 1909.
The President, el
(,ommon“ealth Bee-keepers’ Union,
Beecroft.

Dear Sir,—We most earnestly require in
this district a modification of ring-bark-
ing, and with that in view, request that
you immediately consider, in so far as
yvour time at this juncture will allow, the
advisability of putting before the author-
ities the great sacrifice that is being made

4
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of valuable timber, for honey and other
purposes, for benefit of sheep.

The mountainous land of this district
does not improve by ring-barking, as the
soil is too shallow, and thus is parched
and burned when unprotected by the
shade of trees; also as trees decay the
roots also become decayed, and therefore
the shallow soil is not held in cohesion by
the roots, and is thus swept by heavy
rains from precipitous slopes into gullies;
thus a fairlly fertile hill being denuded of
its (imber, roots and shade, soon be-
comes a barren heap of bare rocks. Sheep
men are beginning to admit this.

We have not to go to St. Helena for an
object lesson. St. Helena was at one pet-
iod of the world a fairly fertile island,
but by introduction of goats, by the Por-
tuguese, it was soon turned into a barren
heap of rocks. The goats ate the low
scrub on sides of the steep slopes, and
the soil having nothing to protect it, it
was very quickly out at sea.

Some of the Abercrombie mountains to-
day, through being ring-barked ‘“‘out of
a face,”’ are fast approaching St. Helena
in their barrenness.

Ringbarking does not improve all land.
Even if it did, why should the mighty
sheep have all the say ? Everything must
be sacrificed for wool. I say wool ad-
visedly, hecause notwithstanding this
cheap method (to the squatter) of im-
provement, no fat sheep are ever sent
to market from here. The miner, the
splitter, the builder, the bee-keeper, all
take a back seat in this district.

As the Forestry Department is now
separated from the Lands Department,
this is probably an opportune moment ta
ask for some big timber reserves.

I am, yours truly,
B ECHUNTER,

(tet all your Howey LanELs printed at
the ‘ Australian Bee Bulletin” Printing
Works,

Ehe HNustralian Bee Bullelin,
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Tona Apiary,
Woodville,
15th July, 1909.
Dear Sir,—Please find enclosed a postal
note for 5/-, my subscription to the As-
sociation. I should have sent it to you
before, but it escaped my memory. I am
glad to know the Association promises
to be a success. A good Association is,
in my opinion, necessary to regulate and
control, as far as possible, matters ap-
pertaining to bee matters. Among others
the points and considerations respecting
the prizes given for bee products at our
annual shows. It very often happens that
several of the exhibits of honey and bees-
wax are equally good, in fact, exactly the
same, vet one exhibit must be allotted
first prize. 1 consider that not satisfac-
tory. Why should Smith’s exhibit only
eet a second prize when it is quite equal
to Jones’, which was awarded first prize.
I would suggest that a certificate of merit
be awarded to all exhibits of equal merit,
when superiority cannot conscientiously
be detected. T know I would much rather-
my honey be awarded a first-class certi-
ficate of merit than be classed second
when it was worthy of a first prize. What
say you ? I consider this an impoitant
matter. In judging beeswax, do you con-
sider a particular shade of color should
decide the point in allotting the prize 7
Color fades, vou know. I must not tres-
pass on vour time, so will conclude.
Yours faithfully,
J. E. MUNDAY.
CMr. Munday raises a matter which
should engage beekeepers’ attention ta
its full extent, and an expression of views.
While it is disappointing to be adjudicated
second prize where two exhibits ave equal,
it is more so when an inferior exhibit
gains first prize, as has happened more
than once, and at more than one place.
This subject requires very careful con-
sideration in order to adjust matters more
satisfactorily to the industry, and the
union of beekeepers must try and do it.
—EB.
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Mr. F. Curr writes: T think all apiar-
should join and give the Union a
start. There is certainly not much to
lose in the small subscription, and may
be much to gain. I think the most im-
portant matter for the Union to deal with
would be the regulating of prices of our
honey. If the price can be raised a little
for the producer without raising it to the
consumers much good will be done.
Wishing the Union every success. :

1. A. Butler states: This is a step in
the right direction, and he wishes the
Union every success.

Mr. T. Mow writes: T am pleased to
see by the A.B.B. that vou are taking
such an active part to form a beekeep-
ers’ union, which I am sure is very much
needed for the benefit of all bee-men. T
thnlk Mr. Veness’s ideas are very good,
but it would be more up-to-date for the
Union to keep the honey market under
their own control. Wishing the Union
every etes T trust Mo Tipper
will soon be restored to good health.

f¥es, Mr. Mow, vou are right. If at
all possible, let beekeepers control the
honey market, and that can be done if
all join and work in harmonv.—ED.

Mr. G. A. Zeibig, Rockhampton, wishes
the Union every suecess.

ists

success,

ITEMS.
In the interests of the industry bee-
keepers should join the Union at once.
Subscription, 3/- per annum from 1st of

Julv. Send postal note and full address
to the secretary, care of W. Abram,
Beecroft.

Members of the Union get full informa-
tion of its work by reading the ‘““Austra-
lian Bee Bulletin,” edited by W. Abram,
Becroft, and published by E. Tipper,
West Maitland. It is the oldest bee jour-
nal in Australia, and solely devoted to
the industry. It is not a party paper, as
some pleased to say; its aims are to give
absolute reliable information, which, if

e The ustralian Bee Bulletin.
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followed correctly, will aid and assist the
novice, without inveigling him in costly
experiments and probable failures.

The Government Statistician states:
Last vear’s honey yield, 3,064,3601bs.,
was the highest on record; wax, 38,607
Ibhs.

According to the Victorian Year Book
for 1907 the amount of honey gathered
in that State was 2,005,000 lbs.; wax, 4
46,780 1bs.

el B e ‘
BEE-KEEPERS.
Although lately the price of honey has I
gone down rather than up, vide the daily
paper reports, I do not think that bee- :
keepers with honey on hand need to be 4
scared thereby if they will only keep firm,
and not rush their products. Next sea-
son’s honey crop is a long wav off vet,
notwithstanding that in many coastal
districts bees are having a rich field of
bloom provided for them But the
weather 1s too cool, and the few warm
hours of the day are too short to assist
the bees' much; in fact, it is a tax on
the bees to gather honey at this time of
the year. Some vigorous stocks will build
up well, and be ready for early swarming,
others will lose many of their field bees,
and be worse off than if they had abso-
lute rest.
The other day I saw a paragraph in the

daily press by Mr. Gaggin, Lismore, b/
wherein he refutes the quotation for o
northern honey. He is quite right, T 1
think, as I have scen northern honey to 4
equal any. Some honev is inferior in |
almost any district, both in taste and ap- o
pearance, but not all. Would it not be

possible for the Union to get their honey rr

graded, and fix a price for each grade.
It can be done to the henefit of the in-
dustry if all beekeepers will join the Un-
ion. There are many in it already, but
there are yet others who stand aloof.
Combined organisation means success,
divided action may bring failure.—W.
ABRAM, §
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
CONFERENCE.

ADDRESS BY MJR. NORTON.

THE MARKETING OF HONEY.

The first Conference of the South Aus-
tralian Beekeeners’ Association was op-
ened on Thursday, July 15. The Attorney
General (Hon. S. J. Mitchell) presided
over a fair gathering of members.

The Chairman, in returning thanks for
his election, expressed the hope that the
conference would be the precursor of
many others, which would help the in-
dustry to reach large proportions. In
seeking to conserve the interests of bee-
keepers they could serve the interests of
the State. Honey could not be obtained
without plant life, and they were taking a
proper course in putting in the forefront
of the Conference the necessity for the
preservation of trees from destruction.
He desired, on behalf of the meeting, to
move that a welcome be accorded to Mjr.
Norton, D.S.0., the Commercial Agent,
for whose appointment by the late Gov-
ernment the State ought to be devoutly
thankful. (ITear, hear.) If the Govern-
ment Produce Department cost even
more money than the Government got
from it—and he did not think it did now
it would still be a magnificent depart-
ment, for it had done wonders for South
Australia. One of its most important re-
sults had been the opening of the Eng-
lish market to Australian honey. That
had realized the beekeepers large profit
already, and would do more in the same
direction. (Applause.) He hoped the
apiarists would also support the Produce
Department of the Depot as well. Many
and fitful attempts had previously been
made to put honey on the English mar-
ket, but he had never heard of anyone
who profited by them. Mjr. Norton,

- however, had succeeded beyond their ex-
* pectations.

(Hear, hear.) Mr. G. A, W.

The Australian Bee Bulletin, it

Pope, who was at present in England,
had also spared no time or trouble to
make a success of the business. He
hoped both gentlemen would in following
vears go on with the work they had so
well begun. (Applause.)

Mr. R. McDonald (vice-president) sec-
onded the motion. Before Mjr. Norton’s
appointment there had been no encour-
agement to beekeepers to go far from the
city ; but now they could go out for long
distances and produce honey at a profit.

Mr. H. E. Hannaford supported. Bee-
keeping was on a better footing now than
ever before, and that was largely the re-
sult of Mjr. Norton’s work.

The motion was carried with acclama-

tiomn.
The Commissioner of Crown Lands
(Hon. H. E. Coombe) said he appreciated

the invitation to be present in his official
capacity. He was glad that the beekeep-
ers had enough public spirit in connec-
tion with the industry to keep the associ-
ation going. Their common interests
could not be so well promoted if each
went “‘on his lovely own.”” (Taughter.)
More enthusiasm and co-eperation were
required so that the best might be made
out of the industries of the State. (ITear,
hear.) While the large farmers and wool-
ATOWErs were enjoving prosperity in
which all the community were sharing,
it was one of the dreams of his life that
they should see thousands of people
settled on smaller areas, giving attention
to the minor rural industries that would
vield them a more comfortable existence
than they were now able to get in crowd-
ed towns. Country life allowed an inde-
pendence that could not be found in the
city. The beekeeping industry was more
satisfactory than had been the case sev-
eral vears ago, but a still larger number
of people could be profitably employved
in it. Much of the prosperity of the bus-
iness was attributable to Mjr. Norton,
whose appointment was one of the best
that had been made by the Price-Pealke
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Government. There was vet a deal to be tories. When interviewed, Mr. ba1:1_s‘- 44\
done in regard to the marketing of South bury said _he.never touched honzy. 3\_-1t- A
Australian produce in England, and he Norton pointing out that the establish- (y

believed Mjr. Norton would fulfil the
commission the public had reposed in
him. The knowledge he had obtained
had helped him to make suggestions that
would be for the advantage of the pro-
ducers and the State generally, and he
was glad that great attention was being
paid to his recommendations. None but
the best honey should be sent to Eng-
land. He had been told that three years
ago 10 cwt. out of § tons had been re-
jected; two vears ago g cwt. out of 63%
tons; last vear only 3 cwt. out of 134
tons. (Applause.) He hoped great de-
velopment would take place in the minor
industries of beekeeping, egg produc-
tion, poultry raising, dairying, and
bhacon production, and that South Aus-
tralia would thereby be able to add large-
Iv to its population. (Applause.)

Mjr. Norton acknowledged the compli-
ments paid to him by the meeting, and
delivered an address on “The Marketing
of Honey.” They had formerly been
told that the British people did not lilke
Australian honey. Before he went fto
England he had attended a meeting of
beekeepers, who had informed him that
they would be satisfied if they got 21d.
fob. at Port Adelaide for their honey.
When he reached London five cases of
honey was sent to him. An agent there
who ought to know something about the
business told him he must go to some of
the dozen or so of honey brokers in the
metropolis. He did so, and they told him
Australian honev was no good, and of-
fered 12/- to 14/- a tinl for it Realizin'g
that those gentlemen were interested in
Californian, French, German, and Ttal-
jan honey, and probably did not want
competition from elsewhere, he went to

a large retailer—Mzr. John Sainshury—
whose weekly capacity for trade was

1,500,000 2S5, 2,000 siﬁf‘\s of bhacon, and
g ]
the total output of 30 Danish butt r iac:

ment had 100 branches in London, and #
that not only could the dealer make a i‘
profit for himself, but could also help to | 1
weld the Empire together by taking up®™
the South Australian honey, the dques- §
tion in reply was, “How are we going |
to have it put up 7’ He informed the i
dealer that he would help in that him-
self.

f

It was arranged that he should ;
buy apparatus for melting the honey, a }
store was set apart for him in Gravels 3
Lane, and the first lot of honey put into &
the stores he bottled himself—(applause) 4
—and put the Government label upon it. | &
The honey was exhibited at the Westmin- *:\
ster Food Show, and a man gave away k”\
samples, while placards informed the
public “You can get it at Sainsbury’s.”’ %
At the Franco-British Exhibition per- =
mission to sell on royalty was obtained. ‘1
On one Saturday night 1,400 sixpenny
jars of South Ausralian honey was sold, X
and afterwards 6oo to 8oo daily. Tests q;
established showed that many repeat or-*
ders came in, and that it was not the ¢
British public that objected to the honey, ¢}
but the broker. Brokers were useful ing{
relation to other products, but they were |
all worth watching. At present several 4";
large dealers were running the local
honey, which had in the season folIowJ'*i
ing what he had related also been put
on sale at Birmingham, Manchester, %!
Bristol, and Edinburgh. It was impera-, _,'
tive in connection with exhibits of pro-
duce to show that there was bulk stock_ b,
behind, by saying that the goods could #
be purchased from So-and-So. .
At present the local producer was ak &
most in direct touch with the consumety.
in England. i
When he got his first lot of honev ire 4
London he thought it would help if he g
obtained a certificate from the Health
Officer of London that it was pure. His
veport said that it contained pek

O
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cent. of glucose. Startled, he informed
the doctor that was all nonsense, for the
honey was pure, and it would not pay
the growers to adulterate it. “Who said
anything about adulteration?”’ the doctor
enquired. “Did vou ever hear of honey
that had no glucose in its composition ?’’
He then learned that the verdict was a
testimony of excellence, and not an in-
dication of defect. (Applause.) If the
apiarists were going to ask for their
honey more than 28/~ in London (equal
to 24d. per 1b. f.o.b. at Port Adelaide),
they would not sell any more; for that
gave the dealer, after packing in jars,
only 13d. 1b. profit—not teo much after
all the trouble. Then there was the
competition of Chili, California, and
Jamaica honey to contend against. He
could buy the Jamaica article at 22/6. He
would not say that it was all honey,
though. He had had some analysed,
and had found that 30 per cent. of it was
maple syrup. They were popularizing
honey as a food in England, and tbat
should be done also in Australin. They
were getting the doctors to ordar it as a
necessary diet for children, on the
ground that sugar in that form was pre-
ferable to the manufactured article. In
going around the houses of Adelaide,
how seldom did they d honey on the
table. Provided the guality of the article
shipped to England were continued,
they could easily keep up the market.
Honey from certain districts suited cer-
tain buyers, and the Department now
knew just what kinds were preferred in
various parts of the United Kingdom. He
would have looked for fresh channels
disposal, but that he had been advised
that a short year had been experienced,
and that stocks were small; therefore he
had told Mr. Pope for the present not to
bother after seeking mew business.

The question of spending a little in ad-
vertising should be taken into considera-
tion. If people like Fry, Cabury, and
Colman thought they could sell their
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goods as well without advertising they
would never spend such large amounts
in that way. It was up to the beckeepers
of South Australia to do something of the
same kind if they wanted influential
London firms to take their product. If
the Apiarists’ Association could form a
co-operative society it would pay it to
spend £so to A1oo a year in advertising.
Supposing the annual yield were s5¢a
tons. (A wvoice: “It is far more thun
that.”’)—Well, 1,000 tons if thes iiked.
if they were getting an extra £z,000 to
£3,000 worth of trade by their export, it
was surely worth while to adv:ciise a
ittle.

It had been suggested that South Aus-
tralia should join the other States in try-
ing to market honey in England. He
smiled at that. He had seen in the pap-
ers al iTeporteby N EEEAT O s hilan
(Agent-General for New South Wales)
wherein that gentleman had stated that
he had submitted samples of New South
Wales honey to various persons, who had
said that the reason why the highest
price offered was 14)- to 18/- per cwt.,
was because South Australia was unnec-
cesarily cutting the price of honey in
London; and because firms whom the
South Australian Government were sup-
plying were retailing it at 6d. The funny
thing was that four of the firms which
offered Mr. Coghlan 14/- to 18/- had been
buying South Australian at 2§/-.

Mjr. Norton then answered a number
of questions asked by apiarists. To an
enquiry whether he could place beeswax
in England, he replied that with a Gov-
ernment certificate of purity it would re-
alize 1/6 per 1b. without trouble. Ile
would not mind taking all they now had
at 1/3, and chance the result, if pure and
in 10lb. blocks. A lot of the beeswax on
the London market was half paraffin wax.
Ifoney at 6d. per 1h. in London was much
dearer than jam. = Jam' “of “asilkand?”
could be bought in London at slb. for
7d. e would not recommend the sub-
stitution of larger packages for the pre-
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sent tins in the shipment of honey.
Blending might prove a good thing after
awhile; but at present it was bhetter
merely to keep separate the honey from
different districts. One buver preferred
Port Lincoln honey and another asked
for another variety.

(From the ““S. A. Register.”’)

SOME JOBBERS WONT BUY
HONEY AT FAIR PRICES.

Mr. I. 8. Miles, of Dunlap Iowa,
complains (uite bitterly of the methods
of some of the jobbers who advertise in
the bee journals that they desive to buy
honey. He says that they advertise
simply to get in touch with suckers,”
and don’t expect nor try to buy of any
one well enough posted to get a fair price
for their honey Ie says that one firm
who carries a full page advertisement the
year round in a leading journal replied
very slichtingly, almost insultingly,
when he wrote in regard to selling them
honey. Other buyers, who advertise all
of the time that they wish to buy honey,
replied that they did not care to buy at
that time, or else offered prices below
what might be realised if sold on com-
mission. Mz, Miles is inclined to class
some of these offers to buy honey as he
would the patent medicine ads., or the
mining schemes. He says. that his
experience in irying to scll to jobhers is
very similar to that of Harry Lathrop’s,
and he thinks it is time that the editors
of journals who print the ads for these
men should know of their methods of
doing business. He says that the ‘ Re-
view’ has always shown a willingness to
show up all sides of a question, hence,
he has written to me,

Naturally, my sympathy is with the
producer of honey; T wish him to get a
good price for his product, all that it is
worth, but I can’t blame a dealer for
huying honey just as cheaply as he can,
providing he does not misrepresent, and
does it henestly, A dealer n any kind
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of product is expected to buy it at as low
a price as he can buy it, and sell it at as ¥
high a price as he can get. 1 think it |
wrong to take advantage of a man’s™
ignorance, or of his necessities, but when ¢
a man writes to a dealer and asks him *;
how much he will pay for his honey, I
feel that the dealer has a perfect right to
make him any kind of an offer that he |
sees fit—if the price is too low, then the

producer ought not to sell. Tt is possible. .
that I have not clearly caught the spirit

of Bro. Miles’ complaint, but it I have, 4
then I don’t blame the jobber for offering |
a low price ; instead T blame the producer+ }
for accepting it.—‘‘Beekeepers’ Review.”
{

Choice quality is not by any means
plentiful.  What there is of it is selling |
at 31d. per 1b., with good offering
at 3d. per Ib. Medium quality, of whicli |}
there is a good deal on the markef, is® |
selling at 24d. to 24d. per 1b.

BEESWAX.—
Demand quiet.

to 1/3 per 1.
1h.

3
Best hright is worth 1/2%
Dark from 1/1 to 1/2 per
&
LA T A P AR Y AT
Highest market prices obtained for *
Honey and Beeswax by

§ -
PRESCOTT LIMITED. -
COMMISSION AGENTS b
336 & 338 SUSSEX STREET 1
———SYDNEY— A

GLASS HONEY JARS &

(MACHINE MADE.)
3 & 1lb. Screw Top
3 & 1lb. Tie over Top
and all kinds of Glass Jars.
Indents through well-known Shippevs.

JULES LANG & SON,
16 Bury St., St. Mary Axe, London, E.C.

Faciary : Eu (Nr. Dieppe), France.
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CO-OPERATION.
J. J. PARRY.

Co-operation is not proof against the
errors of ignorance or mis-management,
neither proof against fraud or theft, but
I believe with an honest, persevering
manager, a co-operative marketing assoc-
iation would pay, and would get for the
bee-farmer a better return for his labour,
and give the consumers honest value for
their money.

Co-dperation is a scheme whereby the
dividing of the fruits of industry goes to
labout instead of capital. Men work in
unison to accomplish reforms political,
others unite for their social and moral ad-
vancement. There is family interest, so-
cial ihterest, and business interest, In-
terest of any kind keeps the mind alert,
and is the root of what to-day we call
solidarity.

With reference to Mr. Veness’s schane
of agency, its a grand idea on the face of
it, but the interest of the men that have
to keep it going is not there. They must
be part owners of the concern before that
interest is aroused to any extent. :

I myself would sooner have articles
drawn out for a unien, and pay a fair sal-
ary, to a man for a start. But let integ-
rity, intelligence, and ability be the in-
dispensable qualities of the manager.
(This is no reflection on Mr. Veness’ abil-
ity, because the failures of co-operative
effort are invariably due to the methods
employed, and not to any weakness of
the principle of co-operation.)

He need not be an accountant, because
the business must be run on cash lines;
very little book-keeping, so long as he
had plenty of push and business tact.
There would be very little risk, through
injudicious purchasing, because we should
at first be only sellers.

I do not know what value of honey is
sold in Sydney market, but should take it
there 1s enough that an efficient manager
could easily be kept. I think times jus-
tify the necessity for a reform in this di-
rection,
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Associations have been started in many
parts of the world, in a small way at first,
and by constantly adding to their capital
became large concerns.

It is said that the men on the land are
the bulwarks of the country, but the or-
ganizations that control them and their
products are in the cities. Wages have
advanced in the city, which has also ad-
vanced the cost of the farmers’ living. It
seems as if the country exists for the con-
venience and benefit of the towns.

Co-operative marketing is within the
realm of possibility, and that bee-farmers
especially should support some organisa-
tion to further its economic or business
interests. There has been for vears a de-
plorable lack of any associative efforts
among the beemen. Bee forage is gett-
ing scarcer, with no increase in the price
of honey, and one of the strongest evi-
dences of the practical merit of co-opera-
tion is the extent to which the name is
applied under false pretences. Some mer-
chants advertise their stores as co-opera-
tive, simply to mislead the public and at-
tract patronage.

Union is strength. Beemen, unite and
help yourselves, and create a force to get
yvour wants attended to.

VICTORIAN APIARISTS®
CONFERENCE.
VICTORIAN EUCALYPTS.

(By A. D. Hardy, F.L.S., Victorian State

Forests Department. )

At the recent Apiarists’ Conference held
in Melbourne, Mr. A. D. Hardy deliv-
ered an address on the above subject. He
said :—

‘“Of the 200 or more recorded species
or varieties of eucalypts found mostly in
Austrdlia and Tasmania, about so are
Victorian natives, and out of these
I have selected fifteen as being not
exclusively but of greater interest to the
apiculturalist, as most of them are found
in fair distribution: and by means of
specimens carefully identified, blackboard
illustrations, photographs of identified
trees, and microscopic exhibits,

we should
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gain a better idea of these 15 trees, both
a5 to their classification and peculiarities,
and the structure of the flower and its
parts.
The classification of eucalypts has been
attempted in many ways, none of which
has given entire satisfaction to its author
or anyvone else. Gradation as a law seems
to have affected the genus in nearly all
of its characters, and no hard and fast
" line can be drawn between groups. Such
difficulties have arisen from variation
caused by cross-fertilization between dis-

tinct species producing hybrids, and from .

the variaion induced vegetatively by dif-
ferent. geological conditions, and other
strong influences.

The anthers, as an aid to classification,
are mostly considered by botanists, but
as these pollen producing organs are of
vital importance to the apiarist, I will
take them into account first, and after-
wards add some remarks about the bark,
fruit, etc. Let us first examine a flower;
and for our purpose what could be more
appropriate than that of the “honey box,”
‘““vellow box,”” ‘‘ emelliodora.’”’ The first
thing that strikes us is that, compared
with garden flowers, there is something
missing. There are no petals which, as-
sisted by scent in most flowers, are the
advertisements held out by them to at-
tract insect visitors. And of the green
sepals which, as in the rose, first enclose
the bud, and are afterwards bent back
by the expanding flower, there appears no
trace. If, however, we watch the growth
of a yellow box flower, we see a little cup
or lid thrown off. In this lid we have the
equivalent of petals, and the lower part
of the bud is the calyx. From the circular
rim of the calyx the stamens spring, but
while in the covered bud they are hent in-
fvards and downwards until they are coiled
in a mass in the cup-like depression
_which surrounds the central style, and
from the bottom of which epidermal or
surface cells vield the sweet, sugary nec-
tar. The genus eucalyptus is thus well-
named : (eu, well; and kalypto, to cover),
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in allusion to the complete covering of
the reproductive organs while in the bud.
With the growth of the bud the stamens
straighten, and throw off the lid (or cap
or aperculum, as it is wvariously called.)
The stamens then radiate from the calyx
rim, and ripen the anthers in the sun, at
the same time exposing the nectar in the
cup. Then all is ready for the bee, which
may be attracted by the sight or honey
scent of the flower, or both. The work of
the bee is to carry pollen from flower to
flower, thus assisting in cross fertiliza-
tion. A very small amount of pollen
serves for this purpose; the surplus pol-
len and the nectar are the rewards or
bribes, or, if the bee is an unconscious
agent, which is quite likely, this good is
simply one of nature’s provisions for the
working of her complex machinery. Ta
return to the stamens. In many eucalyp-
tus flowers the outer stamens bear no an-
thers, and in others the anthers of the
outer stamens are not fertile, and this of
course reduces the pollen-producing cap-
acities, and the tree, frequently the yel-
low box, may be found with only fila-
ments for the outermost stamens. The
anthers of flowers vary greatly in shape,
though the colour at maturity is mostly
yellowish, because of the ripened pollen
clinging about them, and in eucalyptus
there are at least three types on which the
grouping according to these organs is
founded. The law of gradation seems to
have been strongly impressed on this

genus, and there are many connecting
links.

The anther, when ripe, is composed of
two more or less complete lobes, and is
attached to the filament by the base or
back of the anther by means of a piece
called the connective. In these lobes, by
repeated division, the pollen grains are
p_roduced. Pollen grains vary much in
size and ornamentation, but many species
of eucalypts have grains of a four-cor-
nered .shape, with rounded corners, bulg-
Ing sides and grooved exterior. The
gram has at least two coats; a soft inner
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lining called intine, and an inelastic shell,
the extine, and the contents are soft,
jelly-like protoplasm, a complex substance
containing nitrogen and other chemical
matter. The first of these three groups of
anthers is that in which the lobes are
joined where the anther is attached to
the filament, but with the free ends diverg-
ing more or less to form an approximation
to the shape of a kidney, whence the name
of the group. The anthers of this tvpe
open by a slit, which reaches generally
across its face, the slits of the lobes run-
ning into each other.
% % % %

MARKETING OF HONEY.

Mt. J. Barrow, of Messrs. Barrow Bros.,
Melbourne, delivered an address on the
marketing of honey. He urged that some
uniformity in marketing was necessary.
He thought an effort should be made to
supply honey of uniform quality. Uni-
form packing was also required. Heavy
losses were incurred through forwarding
honev in unsatisfactory tims, Eevsug-

gested that only tins of a capacity
of 28lbs. or s6lbs. should be used.
If the honey was shipped in the
newly designed tins with  patent

tops, there would be a better chance of
disposing of the product, as it would be
displayed in a more presentable package.

Mr. D. M. Morgan said that he had al-
ready adopted the new tins. The objec-
tion was raised by some beekeepers that
the cost was too much. That was not so.
The tins cost no more than the kerosene
tins all told. If a man shipped his honey
in the new tins with the patent tops he
would have a chance of getting a higher
price in the market than if he forwarded
the honey in kerosene tins.

Mr. Barrow: The point is: vou have a
presentable package for your buyer.
That is half the sale of the honey. There
was also a better chance of your article
carrying to market than if you used old
tins.
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Mr. Freeman (Great Western), said that
a consignment of tins of honey sent by
him had arrived at its destination with
holes in the tins. He had spoken to Mr.
Tait, chairman of the Railway Commis-
sioners, about the matter. Mr. Tait was
sympathetic. I told him,”’ continued Mr.
Freeman, I had about 200 tins lying at
the railway station, and asked him what 1
was to do.”” He said ¢ Will you risk send-
ing down the tins without cover P2
¢YVes,”” I replied. I packed the tins in
the truck, and telegraphed to the railway
department in Melbourne that the tins
were leaving the station. All the tins ar-
rived in Melbourne without a single drop
of honey on them, and all were in good
condition.

Mzr. Barrow: When vou are putting the
honey in the truck pack it as snug as
possible. Place the tins as firmly as pos-
sible on the bottom of the truck.

Mr. Freeman: I have received a letter
from the Railway Commissioners stating
that the hooks will not be allowed in un-
loading of cases in future.

Mr. Jackel: I find in sending away
large quantities of honey the safest plan
is to put the load on the truck yourself.
Even if vou have to pay a shilling a ton
for loading it pays you to load it yourself.

Mr. Morgan: By packing with straw [
have never have had any trouble.

The President: What is Mr. Barrow’s
opinion with regard to 7lb. tins ? and is
he in favour of a standard rate being
adopted so as to fill all tins up to 56lbs ?

Mr. Barrow: I would advocate 7, 14,
28, and s6lb. tins

The President: Not 6olbs.?

Mr. Barrow: No, make the weights uni-
form. Take ftreacle for instance. You
can get 21lb. or 4lb. tins. You can alse
get honey done up in neat jars, but for
all that I do not see why tins should not
be introduced to the trade also. I am in
favour of the s6lbs. weight. Sometimes
vou put a little over the 6olbs. in the tin.
We don’t want that. It is against our-
selves. We want to give the trade what
they pay for. Be careful that you do not
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fill your tins too full. An over-filled tin
may get a knock on the corner, and if the
tin is not extra strong away goes the
honey. You can get 36lbs. tins at 1od.
each and 28lbs. tins at 8d. each from the
British Imperial Oil Company.

Mr. Bolton: Is it practicable to lodge
any claims, supposing vou find the tins
half empty ?

Mr. Barrow: In only a few instances is
a claim upheld by the Railway Depart-
ment. An article is invariably sent at the
owner’s risk.

Mr. Bolton: Would it not be well to ad-
vise the customer to pay 10 per cent.
extra on the ordinary charge, and then
place the risk on the Railway Commis-
sioners ?

Mr. Barrow: Will they take the risk or
the tins ?

Mr. Bolton: Yes. T get 16 7Ib. tins in
a case. I am always charged a 3lb. re-
duction in weight when it should only be
24lbs. Was not that unfair ?

Mr. Barrow: We cannot help it.
the rule of the trade.

The President: With the solder some
of you gentlemen use the weight is about
33lbs. (Laughter.) Half pounds are not
reckoned in connection with honey. It
would pay vou better, instead of bother-
ing about half-pounds, to have a good
scale, and put the exact weight in the
tins.

It 1s

Mr. Barrow: The differsnt qualities of
honey should be kept szparate in a cen-
signment. Then the beskeepers wouid
get the benefit of a good articie.

The President: I use a label to distin-
guish the gualities and in the letter of ad-
vice I tell them the colours I use for the
different gualitics. You need not put on
“first’” or “‘second’’ quality.

Mr. Bolton moved a vote of thanks to
Mr. Barrow, the only commission agent
who had the pluck to face the beekeepers
in their den. (Laughter.)

Mr. Armour seconded the motion, which
was carried unanimously,

Jury 81, 1909
POLLEN SUBSTITUTES.
By D. M. Morgax.

The subject before you, gentlemen, is
pollen substitutes. [ have no need to
mention the great importance of pollen to
practical beekeepers. Many parts of the
Wimmera district, Grampians, though
first-class for honey production, suffer
considerably at times through a growth
of pollen. I have visited other parts,
such as “ Blue Blocks,” further west,
which I find much the same as honey
producing country.

I have heard from practical bheekeepers
that Gippsland and other southern parts
differ considerably ; one instance brought
before me by a beekeeper there. He said
that he was over-supplied with pollen,
and his trouble was how to get rid of the
bulk of it. T should very much like to
have that experience, if only for one good
honey season. :

Now not being always able to rely on
a sufficient supply of natural pollen, has
led me for a good many vears to experi-
ment to try and find a substitute in arti-
ficial pollen. I have tried all kinds of meals
set at different times, but the final results
have never turned out right. It is a very
casy matter, L find, to start an apiary
breeding.  Some years ago I experi-
mented very heavily with pea meal, and i
very soon found my apiar; Lrsoding in
full swing. [ was pieased wita this, and
naturally thought I was on the right
track. The bees seemed to me to be us-
ing: the meal as fast as they could take it,
but after a month or two I could see it
was labour in vain. The young were
reared and hatched, but there was some
constitutional weakness ; they were short-
lived through the effects of the feeding.
That meant a loss to me for another
whole season, which was not the first.
Being present at one of your annual con-
ferences I was very much interested in an
address given by Dr, Cherry on “Pollen,’’
when he stated beef-stealk and white of
¢ggs contained the albumen which is de-

ficient in artificial food for bees. I never
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il thought to ask Dr. Cherry at the time
in what way he could suggest mixing
these albuminous foods with the meal
¢ -, deficient; however, I determined to try a
plan different to other plans. In Novem-
¢ » ber, 1go7, we had a vellow box flow of
honey, and a good one, but the pollen
» sfamine set in, and the apiary was on the
down-grade in brood-rearing, so I started
# feeding for pollen—whites of eggs, honey
with pollard. The white of eggs was

*beaten up into a froth, then beaten up

with honey, and then kneaded into the

" pollard, something like a stiff dough.
+ plieces were flattened out thin enough to

place between the frames amidst the bees,
; then a double cloth matting was placed
~ over to keep out the drying hot air. This
sbeing only an experiment, I selected
four colenies only for the purpose, and
» they were the weakest on the stand. They
bred up very quicky, the pollen substi-
 “tute being taken very greedily. I contin-
f ued feeding these colonies until well into
" March; when natural pollen came in I
% ceased feeding. They were then the best
: %1 had on the stand.
i ». As I said previously I selected four col-
onies, but I only fed them with eggs,
| « honey, and pollard. The other I experi-
mented with pea meal, but whether it was
sy fault or the foed I don’t know, but it
hardened quickly, so I gave up the at-
# tempt for the time, but I' intend taking it
on again., Whether I am on the right
" “lines or not, 1 was well pleased with this
experiment, and should, any time in the
’future, natural pollen. become scarce, I
j‘utend feeding heavily in my apiaries. In
the meantime I would advise my brother
. -beekeepers who are so situated like my-
" self to experiment on it and give their
) wXperience to the public. The colonies so
treated wintered well with me.

Y The past season was a bad one for pol-
len, on account of the failure of red gum.
25 Bcing away from home so often I had not

the opportunity to feed regularly, but in
e February I started on a big scale. T used

100 colonies, and all through hrood-rear-

Bee Bulletin, 85 .

ing was at a standstill at the time. They
quickly got into line, and began breed-
ing, but the grey bex broke at the begin-
ning of March, therefore they stopped.
taking the artificial food which, I have no.
need to say, pleased me. Now, gentle-
men, this closes the result of my experi-
ments.

I' would like to. say right here that I
believe this pollen difficulty is the mest
important that a beekeeper in a good
honey district has to contend with; it
means success or failure.

It is far easier for a nowvice to do well
where pollen is in abundance than a real
practical beekeeper where there is a
scarcity of it.

What we require badly is a Department
of Agriculture, where an. ordinary bee-
keeper may be. vears experimenting, and
then all goes for nothing; a specialist
might solve the difficulty in a few days.

Quantities as near as I can give them
I kept no account: are about six whites
of eggs, 2 or 3 Ibs. of new warmed honey
to 3 Ibs. of pollard.

* ¥ ¥ »
EXPORT TRADE.

Mr. J. Knight, Chief Inspector of Ex-
ports, said that he wanted it to he clearly
understood that he did. not pose as a bee-
keeper; his experiences in bee-keeping
would not be in any way edifying.
(Laughter.) He worked up. te 100 hives,
and a disease came along, and the hives
were reduced to one or two, He then
thought it was time to give up. bee-keep:
ing, at all events until he knew some-
thing: more ahout it. Some vears ago he
thought he would make another. start,
but after a short spell. the same fate
overcame the hives. He had not touched
the industry since, and he did not intend
to. Beekeeping, like every other indus-
t;‘,\-‘, required special attention and: scien-
tific freatment to make a success of it.
He simply quoted, his unfortunate
lence, and that has heen the experience.
gi((i)?lfgiie?: t‘o‘"ﬂil- b(lzdany - beor il by

ad ce-keeping had shaken
their heads and said, “ No moye, for me,”

exper-
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He wanted to make it clear he was not
present to instruct or to give any inform-
ation on the business. He was pre-
sent as the officer who had charge of the
Commonwealth Commerce Act, and was
present to give his experiences in connec-
tion with that Act, which came into force
in March, 1906. He had a return of what
had passed out of Victoria from then to the
present date. In 1906 the industry was in
and is still in a ‘rather unsatisfactory
state, but its condition was decidedly im-
proving, and it was only by such efforts
a5 the delegates were putting forward
by united and not individual efforts, that
the inudstry would be raised to a proper
standard. Valuable lessons could be
learned from the growth of the butter
.and the fruit industries. The rise of the
butter industry began with a simple con-
ference, and mow the dairyman did not
go to the Government and ask for a
thing—they demanded it. That was be-
cause the industry had become organised
and had become a power in the land. He
asked the bee-keepers to unite and show
that they had an industry that was worth
the consideration of the State. He was
not quite clear of the information - that
had been sent to him, but there were one
or two points in connection with the mar-
keting of honey that should be explained.
The Commerce Act demanded that every
shipment of honey should be granted a
permit before it left the State, and a
penalty was fixed for anyone who at-
tempted to send a consignment of honey
unless it had the necessary permit at-
tached. That is a good thing. They
often heard of the vile compounds made
up in America and other places. If the
industry was to prosper it must advance
on straight-forward lines. He had the
power to order examinations of honey
by the analytical chemist of the Common-
wealth.. He was proud to be able to say
that never in a single instance had he
found the slightest attempt at adultera-
tion. (Applause.) The Act provided, he
was sorry to say, that honey might be ex-
ported for- glycerine. It® must, however,
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be stated in the packages. He would
rather it was not allowed. Applicatior
Liad never been made for i permit for
aavthing but the pure hone.. T hat Le-
ing the case it only required a little at-

tention to see that principle carried right.

through. He could not help noticing the
vast difference between the exports of
Victorian honey and those from other
States.  The figures were published by
the Commonwealth, and supplied him as
accurate. To numerise them:—N.S.
Wales exported 30,717 lbs. of honey,
value per lb. about 3id.; Victoria ex-
ported 37,600 lbs., value £1,088, or an
average of 7d. per lb.; Queensland ex-
ported 1,060 lbs., toal value of Ar1r1, or
three-farthings per 1b.; South Australia,
which the bee-keepers quoted so freely,
exported 137,354 lbs., of a total value of
£1,470, equivalent to 23d. per Ib. West
Australia exported 16,740lbs. at 5d. per1b.
How was that brought about? He would
give the places to which the honey went. In
1906-7 30 cases, equal to 15 cwts., went to
China, 28 cases to India, 36 to Fini, 166
to Souh Africa, 29 to Coleman, 30
Manilla, and 248 to London. The exports
to those parts were increasing gradually.
A total of 508 cases, amounting to 239
cwt., was shipped to South Africa last
vear. The export to China increased
from 30 to 36 cases. There was no in-
crease in the trade with Great Britain,
where the bulk of the South Australian
went, but the outside markets were in-
creasing their trade. He thought it was
the right course to pursue, the develop-
mer-lt pf the outside markets. The great
va_natmus in prices were accounted for in
this way. _The demand was principally
for honey in glass jars. That was one
of the_great troubles the trade had te
deal with. The expense of the jar was
enormous in comparison with the cost
E)L}ltslde the bounds of the Commonwealth.
Ggg‘;mﬁzﬂd aﬁ?l ’:)Skthfc Commonweglth
e dem,l(;rd afﬂco}r:ces\smn.
home, but he thaught(- th Lo i
Vi e € apiarists of

v agree to come

to
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down to the level they required. Those
jars (pointing to a collection of jars of
honey and preserved fruits) were sam-
ples sent home to Mr. Taverner for dis-
tribution through the country. It was
very questionable whether the prices that
would be offered in Great Britain would
be agreeable to the Victorian apiarists.
Ii they decided ‘to take the prices offered
they should get some assistance from the
Government, but not in the shape of a
bonus. There were ways other than a
bonus in which the State could assist the
industry. The Association should appoint
an energetic committee on the same lines
as the dairymen’s committee with a view
of developing markets. One of the great-
est objects of the beekeepers should be
to get rid of their second-grade honey,
to utilise it in some way. For instance,
fruit could be preserved with honey. He
hoped they would make the test, and sec
if it was not equal to preserving fruit by
means of sugar. The syrup of sugar was
generally made up on the proportion of a
pound to a quart, with honey the propor-
tion was 1% pounds to a quart. A large

. field was open for the making of a good

wholesome vinegar, and mead must be
made before vinegar. It was hoped to
develop: the cider industry., A good tem-
perance cider and a light alcoholic cider
were required. Honey was also used in
the tobacco trade, and by chemists.

In answer to questions Mr. Knight said
that the Agent-General had repeatedly
said that we could not expect to get in
England the price we wanted for honey,
but if we could produce it at 2d. or 23d. per
Ib. there was a great market for it in
Great Britain. From Manchester the De-
partment had received a letter asking for
quotations for five tons of pound jars.

M.
thanks.

Knight was accorded a vote of

Get all your HoneEy LaABELS printed at
the ‘ Australian Bee Bulletin” Printing
Works.
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CHEMICAL COMBINATION OF
: POLLEN.
ExtrActs FrOM DR. von Pranta’s
INTESTIGATIONS.

Not being aware that that great scien
tists’ research (Dr. von Planta) having
been published in any of the Australian
bee journals, and believing his to be the
most expert investigation made, beekeep-
ers and.others interested may find some
useful information therein, since the pol-
len plays an important role in the house-
hold of the bees.

As experiment, object served pollen
from Corylus Avellana, for the reas.u
that this pollen permits successful gather-
ing and collecting.

The covering of pollen grains consist
of two, by a wax-like body, closely united
membranes, whose molecular ‘atraction to
cach other, and to the wax-like body is so
strong that they cannot be separated by
mechanical means. The pollen grain
consists of protoplasma and oil. Starch
is also in existence. The intine of pol-
len consists of cellulose, or a cellulose-
like body. The exine consists exclus-
ively of cuticula.

Investigation of pollen upon the contain
of water gave the following results:

Water, 4.08 per cent.; protoplasma, or
albumen, 4.81 per cent; ash, 3.8r per
cent.

Pollen dried over sulphurica acid:
water, 4.98 per cent.; albumen, 30 06 par
cent, ; albumen free substances, 61.15 per
cent. ; ash, 3.81 per cent. :

It will be observed that the pollen is
rich in albumen-free substances. The
view that the protoplasma contalus'tz.-bs'tly
albumen is quite incorrect. It is notable
that the pollen not only provid:s a jich
material in albumen for the building of
body-parts of the young generation and
for the energy of the older field bees, but
more especially is rich in carbon (sugar-

-like substance) for wax formation and

the respiration process.
The following substances were found :
Globuline, peptone, hippoxanthin, amide,
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carbon (some pollen contains a high per-
centage of catie-sugar), starch, colour
cuticula, wax-like substance, fat, choles-
terin, resin-like bitter substance, and
other organic bodies. Thus: Water,
4.08 p.c.; protein, 4.81 p.c.; albumen,
30.06 p.c.; albumen-free, 61.13 p.c.; ash,
3.81 p.c.; hippoxanthin, o.15 p.c.; cane
sugar, 14.17 p.c.; starch, 5,26 p.c.; color
substance, 2.06 p.c.; cuticula, 3.02 p.c.;

wax-like body, 3.67 p.c.; fat acids, 4.20:

p.c. ; bitter substance, 8.41 p.c.

Pinus sylvestris pollen gave: Wares,
7.66 p.c.; albumoids, 16.56 p.c.; albumen
free, 72.48 p.c.; ash, 3.30.

¥R R
COLOUR IN WAX.

On this subject Dr. von Planta states:
Lucerne pollen is yellow, which when
concentrated shows reddish, whereas
heather pollen is slightly vellow, almost
white, though the anters of the latter are
brown-vellow. Pollen contains colouring
matter. Not only is this observant to the
" naked eye, but it is chemically proved.
Pollen contains the elements of wax. Un-
questionably the main factor in the pre-
paration of wax by the bees is the honey,
and in preparation obtains its color from
the pollen, which is always used in wax-
building. Honey contains no separating
colouring material. Beswax melts at 63.5
degrees C.

Wax is not a product all ready in honey,
the bees produce it. The process is—the
sugar in the honey is separated into wax,
water and carbon. The honey produces
the wax, pollen colours it. The bees use
the protein as nutriment for the young
larvae.

The colouring of honey is mainly due
to oil of ether, partly in the presence of
fruit sugar and resin-like substance, both
of which do not readily crystallise. The
more fruit sugar, water, resin-like matter
and oils heney contains, the more liguid
are the remaining proportions. In other
words: the more non-crystallising sub-
stances honey. contains, the less solid it
sets. This dees not mean that the more
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liguid honey be less palatable ; on the con- *
trary honev rtich in oil of ether tastes

splendid.
ically discoloured honey has not yet been

possible.
I

HONEY.

Honey is by no means a sweet sugar_x"
juice only, which the bess -nmd: i of
the blossoms; it is a manifold composed
product of the bees. Honey in the cells j
consists of not less than twelve parts:
water, cane sugar, grape sugar, fruit ,
sugar, resinous substances, albumen (di-
gested), fat, formic acid, lecithin, oils of 4
ether, ash and saliva. The latter is a
product of the saliva glands, and comes
in the mouth and in the honey sac in
touch with the nectar, which becomes
honey. In the laboritorium of the hones
sac the cane sugar, resinous subsances
and albumen become invert-sugar, and
this activity continuzs in “he c¢2il: thus .id
honey of equal water-proportions is richer
in sugar than fresh. The albumen is
added to the honey in the body of the bee ;
the nectar in the nectaries has none, at |
least not in such nutritious form. The *
small quantity of formic acid aids the
keeping qualities of honey.
ness of nuriment of various kinds depicts
the benefit of honey for the organism of
the queen, etc., as also its value for
human beings. It is easy to digest, and
a great heat-producer, and entitles it to
be in use at every family table.

Different honey examined :

. Ash, max. 0.4431p.c. ; min. 0.0090 D.C. ;
medium, o0,2604 p.c.

(8]

. Thosphosi acid, max. 0.0883 p.c.
0.0140 D.c. ; med. 0.0281 p.c.

; min,

£l

. Albumen, max. 2.0700 p.c.; min. 0.4881
p.c.; med. I.0730 p.c.

4. Water, max. 33.36 p.c.; min. 17,510 D.C.
med. 21.48 p.c.

! Dry substance, max. 81.39 p.c.; min.
66.64 p.c.; med. 7851 p.c.

6. Grape sugar, max. 88.70 p.c.; min.

81.60 p.c.; med. 84.52 p.c.

L8}

1

To isolate respectively chem- ™

)

This rich- *
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7. Cane sugar, (a) fresh honey, max.
OO E PGSl IR e st icy s k)i iold

honey) max  e.05 Dics INine 256 D.c. 3

med. 3.51 p.c.

Next time I will give the results of in-
mvesligation of brood food.

%k e R

ABOUT BEES.

A colony of bees consists of a queen
(or mother), a large number of worker
bees, and a greater or lesser number of
drones.

QUEEN.

Firsi 1 shall describe the queen,
as being the most important in the col-
ony, and upon her depends not only the
prosperity, but the very existence of the
colony. The bees thoroughly understand
her value, which is evident by the respect
love and homage they bestow upon her;
no matter how crowded they may be they
make room for her as she moves about ful-
filling her motherly duties. When she
gets lost, they search for her inside the
hive and outside the hive, giving forth a
most sad lament. Should the beekeeper
perceive this, he ought to at once repair
the loss by giving another queen. If he
cannot do this, as the accident might oc-
cur in the winter, when there is no brood
in the hive, the consequence will be
fatal, but if it happens in the breeding
season, they are naturally endowed with
the power of producing a new gueen, in
the following manner: the bees select one
or more worker larva, not more than three
to four days old, breaking down the sur-
rounding cells to make artificial queen
cells, and then proceed to feed these
larva with specially prepared food, called
“roval jelly,” and in due time a queen
is produced. In further explanation I may
state that the queen and worker bees are
the females, and from any werker larva
not more than three days old a queen can
be raised as above-mentioned. Queen
cells are of two kinds, swarm cells and

artificlal cells; the former are Legun by
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the bees when they want to raise a young
queen in the ordinary way with the view
of swarming: they are larger than the
worker cells, and hang dowawards. In
these partly made cells, called queen
cups, the gueen deposits eggs, which
after two days develop into a larva, and
are then fed on plenty of digested food.
The cells are gradually lengthened, till
on the sixth or seventh day, having nearly
filled the cells with food, they are capped
or sealed over. The larva then gradually
develops, and emerges from its prison in
fifteen or sixteen days from the date the
date the egg is laid, the better food
bringing the gueen larva to maturity
much guicker than the worker bee. It is
not difhcult to distinguish the queen
from the worker bees, as she is much lar-
ger; the abdomen of her body being
longer, which make her wings seem to
look shorter. Her legs, particularly her
hind legs, are much longer, but they
have not the pollen baskets like the hind
legs of the worker bees, these baskets not
being required in her case. But not only
in her outward appearance does the qlieen
differ from the others: her internal or-
ganism is perfectly developed, and ren-
ders her capable of impregnation by the
drone. T!hiS impregnation must take
place within the first five or six weeks
from her birth, as after that period she
will be incapable of becoming fertilised.
One impregnation is sufficient, and with
a very few exceptions lasts during her
whole life. Her intercourse takes place
outside the hive, while on the wing, so
she must be strong and well-winged, and
there must be pleny of drones about, or
else the chance may be lost. Her wed-
ding trip takes place during the warmer
hours of the day, between twelve and five
o’clock in the afternoon, which is the
time the dromes take their daily flight
also. Her marriage having been consum-
mated, she returns to the hive, and un-
like the most of them, remains henceforth
at horne; and after two or three days she
comuiences to lay, which fully occupies
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her time, and she does not seck to leave the
hive again unless it is to lead a swarm
and form a new colony. The gueen, like
the working bee, possesses a sting, but
she only uses it in conflict with another
queen, as she will admit no rival to her
throne, and except at swarming time a
second queen is rarely found in the col-
ony; in fact, one of the first acts of her
life is to search for and try to destroy
any princesses that are likely to be an-
tagonists to her.
ok | 5 RS *

WORKERS.

The worker bees are the smallest of the
three kinds, and are produced in octagon
cells and their development takes twenty
to twentyv-one days; they are undeveloped
females, and from this defect it is not
their vocation to lay eggs and reproduce
their kind, but their duties mnevertheless
are not less important, and are certainly
as necesary to the whole working of the
establishment, both in and out of doors,
and almost from the moment of their
birth their life is one of the unceasing
labour of various kinds, some of which
are very skilfully and _untiringly per-
formed that it is a pleasure to watch
them. They build the combs, they gather
the sweet nectar, bring it home and store
it in the cells; they gather the pollen,
feed the larva, clean and feed the young

bees when hatched, thus taking upon
themselves all care and responsibility;

they clean the hive, guard and protect it
against all of their many enemies of var-
ious kinds, and are ready to lay down
their life in its defence, their only, but
dangerous weapon being their sting,
which they fearlessly use when required,
although its loss is almost invariably
their death, as the sting is barbed, and
can seldom be withdrawn by them. A
strong colony in the summer should con-
tain about 30,000 to 70,000 workers. The
stronger the hive is the more profitable,
and thus produce larger vield to the bee-
keeper.
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DRONES. }

The drones are the male bee, and differ .,

greatly from both the queen and the wor-
ker bees. They are larger in body, and r
the abdomen less pointed as that of the
queen or workers, and they have a loud A
hum when flying. They are reared in .
larger cells, called drone cells, and re-
quire twenty-three or twenty-four days for
hatching. The cappings are high,
and are very easily distinguished from v
the other brood cells; the sole purpose of
their existence i1s for the impregnation of 4
voung queens. Thev take no part in the
labours of the community,

consequentlyd )

they have received the names of lazy
drones. Unlike the male of most crea- !
tures, they are the weakest and most help- «
less. They have no sting to defend them-

selves, and no natural appliance of pro-
curing their own food ; they are only pro-

\ l

duced in the summer months in antici-, |

pation of swarms and impregnation of

virgin queens, and when the honey sea- 4

son is past they are no longer required ;
they are then destroyed by the bees in
order that they may not consume the ,
stores in the hive during the winter.®
However, when a hive is queenless, they
are generally kept for some time longer.
In a hive there may be as many as SEV- 1
eral thousand drones, which may app(:lr
far too great a number of these useless
idlers, but this is a wise provision of
nature, as it is a matter of great import- 2
ance that the queen should be certain of
mating soon when taking her flight. The 4
experienced beekeeper avoids the rearing
of toc many drones, which are only con®-

sumers (_)f food, and no other beneficial
value.—-E. ABRAM, JUN.

FOR SALE. :

“T ANT to sell, 100 Hives of Bees in8 ull(l
10 frame ' iwo-stmm bodies, together

with lavge Honey Tank, two-frame Reversible:
L\lm(-Lm anwp Iing 1\111\'&, Smoker, ete, A
real b‘nwnn £100—or what offer ! ~
Address.—J. D.
Post Office, Tamwortl,

L
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VICTORIAN APIARISTS’
CONFERENCE.

BEE DISEASES.

Mr. T. Bolton delivered an address on
Bee Diseases, and the need of legislation
to protect bee farmers. In the course
of his address he said: So far as bee dis-
eases are concerned, my wish is to set the
ball rolling from the point where it left
off rolling cight or nine years ago. The
burden of the matter seems to be that
there is a great need for Jegislation to
prevent the spread of diseases amongst
bees. There are threc or four diseases
which are prevalent in Awustralia and
other parts of the world. The principal
ones are bee paralysis, dysentery, and
foul brood. There are two other things I
would like to name—the bee moth, which
is a pest, and something else, which is
more like a plague, or a “result.”” This
“result’”” is worse than any other I have
mentioned. Some cali 1t tne *° disappear-
ing trick,”” others the “‘unknown trouble.”
It was felt severely in the Western dis-
trict of the State last spring. In fact
some beekeepers lost 75 per cent. of their
hives. In my own case, out of 200 hives
at the beginning of October, only 30 were
left at the end of that month. They were
wiped out without any known cause. But
I wish to deal more particularly with the
other diseases. Some years ago we
spent a good deal of time in trving to
draft legislation, but we had to give it
up, as the question was very difficult,
Now, however, Germany, England, Ire-
land, and many other places have their
foul brood bills, and we have a much bet-

ter knowledge than we had then. Speak-
ing generally on the subject of foul

brood, I may say that I was very much
struck with figures regarding America.
Taking a number of places in America
for 1897, the losses on bees through dis-
eases amounted to 39,000 dollars. Legis-
lation was introduced dealing with foul
brood, aund in 1goo the loss had been re-

[
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duced to 20,000 dollars. In 1905 the loss
was estimated at only 2,000 dollars. This
shows the value of wise law, which aims
at stamping out disease. Ontario has

‘just increased the foul brood inspectors

in the province from 7 to 14. In this
State we are in the simple condition of
heing entirely unprotected so far as the
spread of bee disease is concerned. In
the “Blue Blocks,” which is the best bee-
keeping district in Australia, two api-
aries were started, but the men in charge
were taken away, foul brood got into the
hives, and they are now in such a state
that vou can smell the foul brood from
the road. Yet we have no power to do
anything. A couple of miles away there
are struggling bee-farmers who are pow-
erless to do anything to stamp out the
discase. It is time that legislation was
introduced. I am not competent to pro-
pose what the remedy should be, but
there are many ways in which the Agri-
cultural Department might assist us in
pending legislation. One of these would
be to devote more attention to the subject
in the ¢ Agricultural Journal.” I suppose
when it comes to making the law the
question of cost will be the chief thing
the Department will consider. It is unde-
sirable at the outset to have a lot of men
going about inspecting the bee-hives,
particularly if those men don’t know half
2s much as ourselyes. TIf this Association
were to a certain extent recognised by the
Department of Agriculture, and we know
a man whose hives had foul brood, and
who was neglecting it to our peril, we
could send a complaint to the Department
and the Secretary for Agriculture could
despatch an expert to investigate the mat-
ter. This would not involve a large cost,
but it would benefit us by bringing bee-
keepers into line. If action of this Jind
on the part of the Department could be
assured many more men would probably
join our Association to reap the advan-
tages of membership. I have heard that
2 man known as a foul brood farmer is
coming down close to whete some of my
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out-hives are situated. Something should
be done to prevent men introducing foul
brood into a free district. [t is only a
fair thing to ask that we should not have
to suffer for the carelessness and the
sloth of others. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. W. J. Holden (Stawell) said that
foul brood was the worst disease they had
to combat. Nothing could be more ef-
fective than legislation. They should re-
port any suspicious cases to the Depart-
ment, who could then appoint an expert
to inspect the suspected apiary. The
value of legislation in New Zealand had
been generally admitted, and Mr. Isaac
Hopkins, the expert in that dominion, has
recommended the removal of all box hives,
Since the year box hives were done away
with the honev crop had been doubled.
In Victoria in 1907-8 the average for
frame hives was 35%lbs., while box hives
only produced 1olbs. If box hives were
done away with the honey production in
Victoria would be increased by three
times and a half. Mr. Hopkins had said
that they would have haa the same diffi-
culty in New Zealand as in other places
if the box hives had not been done away
with. With frame hives it was much eas-
ier for experts to make an inspection of
the honey.

Mzr. J. Scullin (Dunkeld) said that on
June 14th his branch carried the follow-
ing resolution: “That this Association
is of opinion that bee discases legislation
is now an absolute necessity, and trusts
that the June Conference of the Victorian
Apiarist’s ‘Association will use its in-
fluence in endeavouring to obtain the
same.”  He spoke of the disastrous re-
sults of foul brood, and emphasised the
need for legislation. He also pointed out
how easy it was for disease to be trans-
mitted from one apiary to another. A
grazier had in one instance threatened to
introduce diseased bees with a view to
affecting and destroying the hives of a
neighbouring beekeeper.

A

i voice: Shame.

Juny 31, 1809 |

Mr. Scullin pointed out that all the
hives of a man who depended on the in-
dustry might thus be ruined. The Agri- .
cultural Department must realize that
legislation against bee diseases was ab-aA
solutelv mecessary. The industry was
not yet large enough to justify the ap4
pointment of high-salaried inspectors,
but an expert bee-farmer or some other '
competent man could go to different
places where foul brood was supposed to".
exist. If a man settled down in a dis-
trict and introduced foul brod, other hee
farmers should have the right to appeal
to the Government to protect them., The
Department could either send its own ex- {
pert or depute an expert from the Assoc-
lation to deal with the matter. He hoped®
the Department would see its way clear
to enforce a Bee Diseases Act, which
would protect hbeekeepers from those who,
were practically “up to their eyes” in
foul brood. He knew one individual who
had introduced the disease into half a
dozen different places. So far as dis-
eased bush bees were concerned it was
easy to close up the hole in the tree or?
use a little kerosene and set fire to it.

Mr. R. Beuhne (president) related his
early experiences in Gippsland, and saidg%
that as the result of another man intro-
ducing foul brood he had, as a struggling
beckeeper, lost £120 in hard cash. He
was under the impression that the Agri-=
cultura] Department did not recognise
the importance of the industry. Beckeep-
ing was a calling in which a physicallyi:,
poor man could make a fair living. He"
wished to quote a few statistics. Accord-,
ing to the “Victorian Year Book!’ far
19o7 the number of beekeepers in Vic-q
toria was 4,074; the number of hives,
48,005 ; the amount of honey gathered, s
2,063,000lbs. ; and the amount of wax,
46,780lbs.  That gave an average perc?
hive of 614lbs. of honey. The total value

3

)

of the honey at 2%d. per 1b. was £33,077,
while the wax was worth £2,534,
making ‘a total of 436,311, If they
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""“compared those figures with those Mr. R. G. McLachlan (Dunkeld) ap-
of other countries they would find proved of the introduction of legislation

¥ that our industry was as important as
}Ain other parts of the world. The value
of the production per hive worked out
j a at 15/2%; those statistics were always
below the mark. The actual number of
~ phives was much larger than was shown
in the “Victorian Year Book.” It was
# contended that there was no export mar-
. ket for the honey. He pointed out that
-~ Megislation dealing with bee diseases was
" in force in Canada and other places. New
' *Zealand legislation, which, amongst
.. other things, did away with the box hive,
was decidedly on the right lines. If the
, industry were better organised, and the
output increased, honey might be pro-
' #duced as profitably for 23d. or even 2d. a
1b. as it was now for 3d. If the price
| Jvere thus reduced it might open the way
to an export trade.
~ 4 Mr, D. M. Morgan (Glenorchy) spoke
~in high terms of the New Zealand Act.
~"In his district he could point out twenty
colonies of bees which he thought were
infected. Yet they had no power to in-
- plerfere ‘with the owners of those hives.
He thought the Government should give
Athe clean apiarist protection from the
unclean one. It would not be necessary
440 have a large number of inspectors so
long as theyv could get men to visit the
M various districts as required.
Mr. G. Bingham (Tasmania) said he
" *knew that a number of hives in his dis-
trict were infected with foul brood. He
. spoke of the advantages of frame hives
- gver box hives. :
Mr. F. Barnes (Melbourne) cited the
a.case of a man who had invested £300 or
A£400 in hives in the Stawell district, but
y ywhose stock had been reduced from 150
hives to 40 or 50 hives, owing to the in
ytroduction of disease from another bee-
keeper. The Agricultural Department
“Was very particular so far as fruit inspec-
. _tion was concerned, and it was only rea-
; “ sonable to ask for legislation to prevent
LE the spread of bee diseases.
i

as suggested by Mr. Bolton, so far as the
question of penalties was concerned.

Mr. Beuhne: The Government will
have the power to inflict penalties if a
bill is passed. But this is merely a
matter of detail. He read a letter from
Mr. Hovkins, the New Zealand expert,
in which the latter stated that he under-
stood Victoria intended to move in the
same direction as New Zealand legisla-
tion. He (Mr. Hopkins) would be pleased
if Victoria could adopt such legislation,
as he felt that the New Zealand Apiaries
Act was the best in existence for the pre-
sent time for coping with disease. The
clause that made it compulsory that bees
must be domiciled in frame hives was a
valuable feature. He (Mr. Hopkins) was
suggesting a further clause in the dircc-
tion of dealing with imported bees and
queens, and guarding against the intro-
duction of “black brood.”” He enclosed
a copy of the New Zealand Act.

Mr. Duffis (Secretary for Agriculture)
said: ““I have attended this. afternoon
with a view to hearing a discussion on
apiaries rather than to take a part in the
discussion. It occurred to me that un-
less the product can be put before the
householder in a very cheap form it may
be looked upon as a luxury. Your Assoc-
lation some twelve months ago laid pro-
posals before the then Minister of Agri-
culture (Mr. Swinburn) who appreciated
the views laid before him, but was so
busy with regulations regarding the Veg-
etation Diseases Act and other measures
that he had not the time to give much
attention to the matter. Upon his depar-
ture from office the proposals were left
in abeyvance. It will be for vou to inter-
view our present Minister (Mr. Graham)
and impress upon him the necessity for
going into this matter in a practical way.
Legislation might be provided so as to
overcome bee disease just the same as
diseases of stock. I take it that if legis-
lation were provided in regard to bees it
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would in the first instance only be a
means of education. It would be necces:
ary to educate your growers what to do.
Then we might have applications from
several heefarmers for positions as in-
spectors.
that hampered the Government.
had legislation it would be very difficult
to find a man who would do the work to
vour satisfaction. You say that the De-
partment should take steps to advise bee-
keepers what to do. I am sure the Gov-
ernment would be only too pleased to

assist vou, and further than that, I be-

lieve that Mr. Beuhne would be willing to
go round if the Government asked him.
If we have neglected to send anyone
around to give advice the blame has not
altogether rested with the Department.
The “Journal of Agriculture’” will always
be open to an article on the subject of
beekeeping. I have a letter from the
Agent-General, who states that the Fran-
co-British Exhibition Medals for honev
were awarded to Mr. Bolton, Mr. McFar-
lane, Swallow and Ariel, and the Stawell
district. These medals however will only
be supplied if the winners paid for them
to be struck off. (Laughter.) The cer-
tificates showing the prizes
being sent out to Australia.

Mr. Beuhne remarked that he did not
want the position of bee inspector.
(Laughter.) We should do as they did in
South Australia, namely take a vote
amongst beekeepers to see who was the
best man to administer the Act.

Mr. Duffis: That is anything but a sat-
isfactory arrangement.

It was agreed to approach the Minister
of Agriculture on June 24th, with a view
to asking him to introduce legislation on
the lines desired.

* * * %

At the Victorian Conference, Mr. A.
D. Hardy, of the Victorian Government
Torests Department, gave an address on

«“The Eucalypts of Victoria,”’” which he

illustrated by photographs of various

That was one of the thingsi
If we'

won were .
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kinds of leaves and flowers of the Huca-
lypts growing in Victoria. Mr. Hardy
also gave a microscopical demonstration
of the growth and transference of pollen,
and the manner in which the inoculation
of plant life takes place. The address
istened to with great interest, and
at its conclusion a hearty vote of thanks
was accorded the lecturer.

Mr. T. Bolton dealt with the question
of trespass on bee range licenses by men
who ounly held a bee farm license. This
matter had been before the Department
for over twelve months, and as yet there
had been mo satisfactory settlement. It
was resolved that the Association by dep-
utation wait on the Minister of Lands
and ask him to have the anomoly in the
Act amended.

Uniform weight of honey in tins:—
The Pl'esicLezlt pointed out that it was a
mistake to fill 6o or 61 lbs. of honey in
each tin, as it would not allow for any
dinging in or bumping of the tins in
transit, and in this way much honey was
lost. It would be far better to adopt a
uniform weight of z6lbs. to each tin.
After some discussion the suggestion of
the President was adopted,

was

-7 [SPRING STIMULANTS,

Do not over-stimulate in early spring
if you wish for success; aim at getting
the bees ready for your own l)articula:'
district’s honey-flow. The best advice I
can give is to know your district, then
work accordingly. And right here let
me lay down a proven axiom :
feed, or see that your bees have sufficient
food, in the early autumn to carry the
colony: over till the following May for
early districts, and till June for the later
ones.”  These well-stored combs keep
the bees in good heart.
that the wise, foreseeing little creatures
extend the brood-nest in springtime
according to the amount of stores they
have secured in the previous season,—_
Writer in ‘ British Bee Journal,”

“ Always 4

Depend upen it

A

-
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) ©  AUSTRALIAN V. ENGLISH
”_ HONEY.
’“ In the course of a lecture delivered at
the Beekeepers’ Conference on Friday
l* evening hy Mzr. T. Whitelaw, expert to
the British Beekeepers’ Association, who
v-phas recently arrived in South Australia
to engage in the industry here, that
.« gontlemen pointed out that there was a
far larger percentage of water in English
2 » honey than there was in the Australian
honey by mnourishing sugar, and conse-
¥ quently a pound of the local product was
of more value as a food than a similar
* *quantity of the Fnglish, Beekeepers in
k. the old country were prejudiced against
~ imported honey, as their palates had been
. educated to a mild flavoured product.
“ The price of honey, however, in England,
} , averaging as it did about 1/- alb., put 1t
~ beyond the reach of the great mass
4 a0f the people, who regarded if in
- the light of a luxury. This being
| , .80, they had not acquired a taste for any
particular flavour, and he thought it a
splendid opportunity for South Aus-
. tralians to push their honey on the

’y English market and educate the people

to its flavour.
i

#¥  SHAKING UP THE BEES.

4 Shaking up the bees seems still one of

., the topics under discussion across the

ocean. It appears to me that a pair of

", drum-sticks would give them a good

' jarring, or the hive might be placed on a

» phousemaid’s cinder-sifter and gently

~ rocked, especially if the combs are fixed

4+ hoth top and hottom. We may have our

hives made with rockers, if we find that

' » shaking increases the honey-gathering

powers of the bees. I am not trying the

|y shaking up method myself, at least not
this season. I'll bide a wee.

‘With large apiaries orders should be
placed for goods at once where not
already done, and I would commend the
use of mew 1909 super foundation for

fﬂ_.,\

:
i
' »

Che _Australian Bee Pulletin.

filling the sections. Any old foundation
left over from last year may he used for
the second or third racks on strong
colonies, but to start the season use new
extra thin “ Weed.” I prefer ‘ British
‘Weed’ ” myself, and each year proves
the utility of using full sheets for sections.
I use Abbots little voller fixer, which
fixes the foundation by warmth and
pressure at the top of the sections only ;
but by careful cutting, so that it touches
the sides and hangs within }in. of the
hottom, we get excellently filled sections.
‘Warmth is essential for supers if you
wish to be successful in producing com-
mercial  sections.—-W. Woodley in
¢ British Bee Journal.”

AUSTRALIAN HONEY IN
LLONDON.

At the time of the holding of the
Franco-British Iixhibition in Tondon
accounts of the fine display of South
Australian honey reached Adelaide,
writes a local exchange, and much good
to the industry was predicted as the
result of this splendid advertisement,
Mr. A. E. M, Norton, the South Aus-
tralian commercial agent in London, not
content with the exhibit alone, persuaded
Messrs. Whiteley and Sainsbury and the
Army and Navy Stores to allow him
to have the honey sold in small lots,
This was a great concession, gained only
after considerable hesitation on the part
of the parties mentioned. Then sales of
1000 to 1500 1-Ib. jars, labelled
‘“ Approved South Australian honey,”
were made per week, and as the majority
of the visitors hailed from the country
districts of Great Britain the extent of
the advertisement given to our honey
must he apparent. Many inquiries have
since been made from the counties of
England for South Australian honey, a
number of firms being desirous of
ascertaining where wholesale consign-
ments could be purchased. The honey,
too, won the Grand Prix at the exhibi-
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¢ion, and .the praise of the juvors.
Contrast this with the conditions that
prevailed before Mr. Norton’s advent in
England. There was no demand what-
ever for Australian honey there, and
shipments that had been forwarded to
London had to be returned to the Com-
monwealth, because the loss ou the con-
signments would have heen greater than
the amount involved in handhng the
honey, and in the freight to and from
England. This is a noteworthy instance
of how trade in a country’s products can
be opened up by a capable business
agent and by julicious advertising —
“ Leader.”

SENDING QUEENS BY MAIL.

Some years ago, in the United States,
virgin queens were sent through the
mails; but owing to the difficulty of
introducing them to strong colonies the
practice seems to have been all given up ;
but in these years we have learned,
writes a contributor to ‘“ Gleaning,” that
a virgin queen more than two days old
sholud be introduced, not to a strong
colony or one of medium strength, but
to a very weak nucleus of not more than
two or three hundred bees. She will
usually be accepted by such aggregations,
and when once laying she may thereatter
be introduced to any strong colony.

To make up these little two or three
hundred bee nuclei, take a couple of
unfinished seclions containing honey;
make or produce a small box, just large
enough to receive them. This box should
have a coyer and an entrance not larger
than a quarter-inch hole.

Go to any hive whea the hees are
flying the heaviest, and dump in about a
cupful of bees. In about twelve hours
one may introduce a virgin with perfect
safety, because the old flying bees will
have gone back to the parent colony from
which they were taken. The young bees
will, of course, accept any thing. They
will afford their young princess a safe

S8 wne Australian pez Bullefin,
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home until she is mated, after which she
may be readily introduced anywhere.

Another way to introduce virgins is te
put them on hatching brood. The young
hees will, of course, receive them kindly.

It is true that five and six days old
queens may be introduced at times to
strong colooies; but three times out of
five they will receive either rough treat-
ment or be killed outright. Very often
these old virgins, if they escape being
lilled, will have torn wings or missing
logs. Such treating incapacitates them
from doing full duty afterward.—
¢ Teader.”

BEEKEEPERS
SUPPLIES.

All Standard Goods Stocked.
Prices.

Best

HONEY TINS A SPECIALITY,

Buyer of Beeswax and Honey.

WALTER S. COWELL,
259 Kent’s Buildings,

ALBERT-STREET, BRISBANE.

For all you want in the way of

PRINTING!

Try the
« fustralian Bee Bulletin” Printing Works,

West Maitland, N, 8, W,
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