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Main Passage
September 517

From $2350,
double occupancy
from Chicago.

Munich (four nights)
Nuremberg

Bamberg (cruise begins)
Schweinfurt

Wurzburg

Lohr

Wertheim

Miltenberg (cruise ends)
Mainz (two nights)
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Spain and Portugal
September 7—15

From $1339,

double occupancy

from New York.

(Plus lowest applicable
connecting air for Chicago
departure.)

Madrid (four days)
Lisbon (three days)

China Explorer Cruise
September 7-26

From $4470,
double occupancy
from Chicago-

Hong Kong (four nights)
Shanghai (cruise begins)
Yantai

Hsingang

Tianjin

Peking (two nights)
Dalien

Pusan

Inland Sea of Japan
Kobe (cruise ends)
Kyoto (two nights)

India and Nepal
October 24—November 11

From $3570,
double occupancy
from Chicago.

London (one night)
Bombay

Jaipur

Agra

Fatehpur Sikri
Delhi

Varanasi
Kathmandu

Patan

London (two nights)

Write for the brochures:
WAA Travel Department
650 N. Lake St.

Madison 53706

Air fares subject to change
pending 1983 tariffs.
Arrangements supervised by
Alumni Holidays, Inc.
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The Helen Allen Textile Collection

Becky Werner examines the University’s textile collection, one
of the finest and largest in the nation.

Sinclair Lewis And How He Undid Me

Editor Tom Murphy, hot on the trail of the elusive novelist,
records what he didn’t discover about the writer’s time on
campus.

Sports Wrap-up

John J. Marks winds up the winter season with a look at Badger
wins and losses.

The Best We’ve Ever Had

Meet Terri Huff, a Wisconsin basketball great. David Medaris
sketches a profile of the woman who's broken just about every
school record around.

State Farms Are There!

The Ag Experimental Stations are celebrating a centennial.
Ann Boyer reports on 100 years of research and service.

Dandelion Goes To The Kennedy Center

Drama prof John Tolch reflects on the role of children’s theater
and talks with Barbara Wolff about the UW production that
won an award and went to Washington.

Departments

The News

Job Mart
Member News
Deaths

Club Programs
Letters

Cover:

A “mandarin square” from the Manchu dynasty in the Helen
Allen Textile Collection.
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year. Postmaster: Send change of address to editorial and business offices at 650 N. Lake Street,
Madison, W1 53706.
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The News

Comparison Figures On
Grad School Ranking

In our March/April issue we reported on
Wisconsin’s ratings in a recent study of
graduate programs by the Conference
Board of Associated Research Councils.

- We promised that in this issue, through
Vice Chancellor Bryant Kearl. we’d show
the size of the fields from which our ranking
came. Here's the update; the number of
schools compared in each case is in paren-
theses.

They are: soc 1st (92); German 2nd
(48); chem eng 2nd (79); geography 2nd
(49); statistics 4th (64); biochemistry 5th
(139): molecular biology 5th (89); plant
pathol 5th (83): Spanish/Port 6th (69); zool-
ogy 7th (70); econ 8th (93): chemistry 8th
(145); poli sci 8th (83); math 9th (115); his-
tory 10th (102); computer sci 11th (58);
bacteriology 12th (134); geology/
geophysics 13th (91); mech eng 13th (82);
psych 13th (150); botany 14th (83); civil &
envir eng 14th (74); French/Italian 14th
(58); English 18th (106); physics 18th (123);
philosophy 19th (77); classics 20th (35); an-
thro 22nd (70); electrical/computer eng
24th (91); linguistics 25th (35); art history
31st (41); music 33rd (53): physiology 42nd
(101).

Cancer Center Starts
Second Decade Optimistically

The Clinical Cancer Center marked its
tenth anniversary this spring with the an-
nouncement that it has received a $5.5-
million grant from the National Cancer In-
stitute. The money will be used over the
next five years to strengthen its programs in
radiation therapy, hyperthermia research,
behavioral science related to cancer pre-
vention, and laboratory research.

It was one of six such comprehensive
centers when it was chartered in 1973; now
there are twenty. About 2000 new cancer
patients are treated here annually by a staff
of 230 specialists. One of its major areas of
study is in bladder cancer (WA, May/June
’82), a disease of high incidence in the mid-
west. And even before its chartering, a rep-
utation was being built here for the special-
ists’ pioneering work in bone-marrow
transplants.

A $2-million grant has been forthcom-
ing recently from Shell Oil and the Cetus
Corporation for further studies on the anti-
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cancer drug interferon. The center will
evaluate experiments conducted at other
places in the nation, an assignment given
the UW because it has “an excellent repu-
tation in the field,” said an industry spokes-
man. Any patents resulting will be held by
the Wisconsin Alumni Research Founda-
tion.

Three types of interferon are produced
by the body, two of them from white blood
cells, the third from fibroblast connective
tissues. The latter will be researched most
extensively here. The American Cancer
Society has great hopes for the drug which
at one time cost $30,000 to produce a single
treatment but now, through a form of clon-
ing of bacteria, costs only $200. It has been
shown effective in a range of treatments
from controlling hepatitis to malignant mel-
anoma.

Six To Receive Honorary Degrees

Six professionals with backgrounds and ac-
complishments in literature, theater, sci-
ence and government will receive honorary
degrees at spring commencement May 22,
The recipients are: Gay Wilson Allen
PhD34 (Doctor of Literature), Oradell,
N.J., eminent author/editor of nineteen
books and more than fifty essays on Ameri-
can literature;

Phillip Levine (Doctor of Science), New
York City. member of our Medical School
faculty from 1932 to 1935 and one of the
world’s leading hematologists; noted for
discovering the Rh factor in human blood:

Joseph Losey (Doctor of Humane Let-
ters), London, born in La Crosse, success-
ful film and theater director whose films in-
clude “The Servant,” “Accident,” “The
Go-Between,” “‘Don Giovanni,” and
“Boris Gudonov™;

James E. Doyle ‘37 (Doctor of Law),
Madison, distinguished lawyer and cur-
rently the U.S. District judge for western
Wisconsin;

Emmett G. Solomon (Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters), Hillsborough, Calif., who
has had a prominent career in banking and
public service and is chairman of Crocker
National Bank;

and M.S. Swaminathan PhD75 (Doctor
of Science), Los Banos, Philippines, geneti-
cist and major force in shaping Indiah gov-
ernment policies in agriculture and envi-
ronmental affairs for more than a quarter of
a century.

Computer Sciences Department
Discovers Burden of Success

It’s not easy being popular, according to the
computer sciences department. In fact, it’s
downright difficult. With computer experi-
ence now looked on as the closest thing to a
job guarantee, students clamor to enroll in
such courses. This semester, 1182 had to be
put on waiting lists; that’s one out of every
five applicants.

The department’s research activities are
expanding—they drew more than $2-
million in outside funding last year—but in
the process they have outgrown the space
available. By its own allocation formulas, it
needs another 24,000 square feet. That
much would become available in a pro-
posed 58.500-square-foot addition to the
Computer Sciences Building on West Day-
ton Street. If the $10.5-million enlargement
clears legislative hurdles and is approved by
the governor this year, construction would
begin in 1984, to be completed two years
later.

In addition to meeting space needs, the
department chairman, Robert Meyer
MS’66, PhD’68, says he must concentrate
on maintaining a high-quality faculty.
Higher salaries at other teaching institu-
tions and/or the amenities of industry are
luring away an average of two of his staff
each year. “'In spring, I spend more time on
recruiting than on anything else,” he said.

Some teaching gaps can be filled by doc-
toral graduates, but the competition is in-
tense. Of some 250 new PhDs each year,
about thirty percent are of the quality
Meyer is seeking, but he can offer a starting
salary of only about $28,000—a princely
sum to the generation which parented this
one, but about $12,000 less than they are
being offered by industry. A national re-
port in 1980 estimated the supply of new
doctoral graduates at about twenty percent
of the demand.

continued on page 6



Campus, City Mourn
Track Coach McClimon

April 15

The campus and the city are stunned
and grief-stricken this morning fol-
lowing the death, late yesterday
afternoon, of UW track coach Dan
McClimon. He and Platteville phar-
macist George Walker ’59 crashed in
Walker’s small plane in a woods near
Cross Plains while attempting a vis-
ual landing at Morey Airport near
Middleton late the previous evening.
They were returning from a recruit-
ing trip to Illinois. Walker, who was
piloting the craft, virtually crawled to
a farm a quarter-mile from the crash
to seek help. He, too, was seriously
burned, but at this writing is listed in
*“critical but stable condition™ at the
UW Hositals Burn Unit.

The forty-one-year-old McCli-
mon, a native of lowa and a graduate
of St. Ambrose College, was cross-
country coach when he added the
track coaching position six years ago.
He was a soft-spoken man. reserved
except when with close friends. and
admired as much for his exemplary
moral standards as for his coaching
abilities. He was a man of “‘genuine
good,” said sports columnist Don
Lindstrom in this morning’s Wiscon-
sin State Journal. Here is more from
that tribute.

Dan McClimon was the best. His
friends—coaches and college officials
from all over the nation, parents of
hundreds of athletes he has coached,
and his multitude of friends—are now
in prayer for his family—wife Pat and
children Christopher, Molly and Col-
leen.

Many of Dan’s athletes—among
them Steve Lacy, Leotha Stanley,
Mark Winzenried and Jim Bradley—
were at University Hospitals with
other friends at the moment of his
death. Such a loss is devastating. Our
only consolation can be that we are all
better people for knowing a man like
Dan McClimon . . .

Everything looked so great for
him and his Badger teams. He had
just coached the UW to its first NCAA
cross-country championship with a
talented team dominated by under-
classmen. He was chosen NCAA

Dan McClimon

cross-country coach of the year for
the second time and its district coach
of the year for the fifth time . . .

His current team, with Leroy Dix-
son rapidly blooming into one of the
world’s top sprinters, was building to-
ward a Big Ten championship condi-
tion. On Wednesday, before he left on
this final trip, he talked extensively
about the Badgers chances at Satur-
day’'s LSU Invitational in' Baton
Rouge. (The team withdrew from
the meet following the accident.—
Ed.). . . He was particularly proud
of his NCAA champions (and) it was
added pride to consider all eight of his
runners were from Wisconsin or
northern Illlinois, “‘within sight of the

Lacy, a world-class star and a
1980 US Olympic team member,
claimed there was “'no finer coach in
America.” All of Dan’s athletes, close
enough to call him “Mac,” agree.
Dan had coached nineteen all-

Americans, three NCAA champions
and three runners-up in track and
cross-country.

He was respected among his peers,
being elected president of the NCAA
Coaches Association. Last summer
he helped coach the US national track
and field team against the Soviet Un-
ion.

“He was very competitive,” said
sophomore Joe Stintzi. “‘He seemed
to have a knack for winning. He had a
sense of being able to bring us around
at just the right time and get us ready
for the big meet. Everyone had so
much respect for him. It was a top re-
lationship because he respected us just
as much. He knew we were going to
do the job.”

Another sophomore star, John
Easker, added *'His greatest strength
is that he knew how to coach. He
knew when to work and when to joke
around. When he was serious, we
were serious. Qur practices were fun,
and we all had a great time. I don't
think there was another team in the
country as close to its coach as we
were.”

A memorial fund has been estab-
lished in Dan’s name, to the UW
Track Fund, in care of the UW Foun-
dation, 702 Langdon Street, Madi-
son 53706.

In 1977 the McClimons lost a son,
Timmy, a fourth-grader, to leuke-
mia. Their friends in their parish and
their neighbors on Madison’s west
side shared their grief but marveled
at the bravery with which they got
through it. Dan told only a few about
an incident that brought Pat and him
the strength they needed. As Timmy
lay in the hospital, still clear-eyed
and bright but nearing the end, Dan
said, “Don’t be afraid, son. The
Lord is waiting to hold you.” The
boy replied, “I know He is, daddy.
Can’t you see him? He’s standing
right there beside you.”

Those who were aware of the out-
standing goodness of this man feel
certain that He stands even closer
now.

T.M.
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continued from page 4
“There is no reason to believe that de-
mand for computer science courses will not
continue to increase at an annual rate of
about ten percent. The National Science
Foundation predicts that until 1990, jobs in
the field will outnumber the available grad-
uates by more than three to.one,” Meyer
said.
Mark Bello

The Way We Were—12

Rally 'Round The Pole, Girls. The Women’s
Phy Ed department started the annual
Maypole dance in 1904. For a few years, the
pole was a tree growing where Lathrop Hall
now stands; when building construction
began, everything moved to Bascom Hill.
Originally the dancers were freshmen

—50 Girls 50—, then they added a Grand
March of graduating women in caps and
gowns. The pole and its ribands were big with
souvenir hunters; one year it was saved only
when the stout-hearted dancers crowded
around it and sang Varsity until the becalmed
mob got over the idea. The record tells, too,
of the cooperation of the “campus dietitian,”
who rescheduled meals so that the big event
could take place in the rays of the setting sun,
“just as the old Music Hall clock struck
5:00.” After 1917 the Maypole dance was
discontinued due to the high cost of costumes
for the participants. =]
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Skornicka, Former Mayor,
Joins UW Foundation

Joel Skornicka °59, ’65, who declined to
seek a third term as Madison’s mayor,
joined the UW Foundation staff when his
term expired on April 19. Prior to his elec-
tion in 1979, he served in the chancellor’s
office and as an assistant chancellor.

He assumed a dual role with the founda-
tion, as a vice-president for administration
and as director of development for the
Elvehjem Museum of Art.
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CCC worked on Curtis Prairie.

Arboretum Owes Existence To CCC

The Arboretum, a 1260-acre preserve of
native plant communities, would not exist
in its present form—and perhaps not at
all—except for the efforts of hundreds of
Civilian Conservation Corps workers dur-
ing the Depression.

Among a collection of twenty-eight his-
toric photographs now on display at the Ar-
boretum’s McKay Center, many show the
period when CCC crews worked out of a
camp on the site. The exhibit includes views
of the Arboretum area before its develop-
ment, the efforts that went into its creation,
and several of the people directly involved.

A reunion to recognize CCC contribu-
tions has been scheduled for mid-
September at the Arboretum. Gene
Glover of the Friends of the Arboretum,
said about forty of sixty former CCC em-
ployees contacted are planning to attend.

The corps and the availability of cheap
land combined to make the Depression era
the time of the Arboretum’s greatest
growth and improvement. On March 31,
1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed legislation creating the CCC, an arm
of the National Park Service that provided
employment for thousands of young peo-

ple.

The first men arrived in August, 1935,
and the Arboretum camp functionéd until
late November, 1941. The workers, mostly
from surrounding counties, did stonework,
grading, dredging, and roadwork and cre-
ated Curtis Prairie, perhaps the best known
of the preserve’s plant communities.

“People who come out here for the first
time see our woods and our prairies and of-
ten assume that these grew naturally,” said
William Jordon, coordinator of the McKay
Center. “In fact, many of our best com-
munities weren’t here at all in 1932 and
have been created, one plant at a time, al-
most like a garden.

“This is really what is unique about the
Arboretum. It was the first time anyone
anywhere had undertaken a project like
this to restore plant and animal communi-
ties that had been destroyed by the plow
and the axe.”

Today the Arboretum’s collection of ec-
ological communities includes maple, pine
and spruce forests and two of the oldest re-
stored tall grass prairies in the world. Other
communities include oak forests and wet-
lands that were on the site.

The photo exhibit is sponsored by the
Friends of the Arboretum. The McKay
Center is open from 9 to 4 weekdays and
12:30 to 4 weekends.

David Stewart

Communication Arts Program
Wins High National Ranking

The overall quality of the communication
arts graduate program ranks among the
highest in the nation, according to a recent
survey commissioned by the Association
for Communication Education. Rating first
in three out of four “‘overall quality” scales,

continued on page 23



The Helen Allen
Textile Collection

A key to design, culture and history.
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By Becky Werner 83

n the 1600s, officials of the Manchu Dynasty or-
dered elaborately embroidered squares sewn to
their dark silk robes to indicate rank. Today,
$| some of those patches are displayed in glass cases
on the third floor of the Home Economics Build-
e S ing on the west campus, in the Helen L. Allen
Textile Collection. It’s an assemblage that brims with classic
works of the past and present, keys to design, culture and his-
tory. There are 10,000 items in it, making it the second-largest
university collection in the country.

Some elements earn the title masterpiece: there is a ten-foot-
long silk cummerbund woven in 1648 for the Shah Abbas of Bag-
dad; and the “opera quilt,” silk strips embroidered with scenes
from six operas. Yet the thrust of the collection is not toward su-
perstars of needlework, but rather to prime examples of the bet-
ter traditions of the centuries. Intricately embroidered samplers
from Europe amaze with their minute stitches; gold coins dangle
on bright red dowry hats from Bethlehem; Iraqi veils shimmer
with pounded metal and gold sequins. In the storage rooms,
shelves are piled with American hand-woven coverlets, patch-
work quilts, and contemporary textiles by Dorothy Liebes and
Jack Lenor Larsen. Closets are filled with Chinese dragon robes,
Japanese kimonos and lustrous silk saris from India. In drawers
there are William Morris prints beside ornate brocade chasubles.

The embroidered works in the collection have a national rep-
utation; they merited an entire chapter in the recent book, The
Art of Embroidery, by Mary Gostelow.

Among the oldest pieces are tapestry woven bands and roun-
dels from garments of the late Roman Empire, dating back to
600 A.D. Pre-Columbian Peruvian textiles discovered in tombs
include embroidery from the Paracas culture of about 200 B.C.
(They were preserved in dry climates; their colors and patterns
remain apparent.) At this end of the temporal spectrum are
works by pioneers in the fiber arts movement—Claire Zeisler,
Peter Collingwood and Walter Nottingham.

The collection is largely the legacy of its “godmother,” Helen
Louise Allen, who taught in the related art department for forty-

one years.(WA, Aug., '68) Prof. Allen was fascinated by tech-
niques from different countries and the styles of particular artists,
and she was known nationally for her knowledge and teaching of
weaving. She viewed textiles as a significant record of man’s de-
velopment and used them as a key to understanding people.

As a child Miss Allen lived in Turkey, constantly exposed to
the vibrant colors and innovative design of native works. She be-
gan collecting there and never stopped bringing home treasures.
At her death in 1968, the collection was bequeathed to the Uni-
versity.

In addition to Prof. Allen’s pieces and those acquired by
former curators Ruth Harris and Ruth Morrissey, the collection
has been enriched by residents of the University “‘community”
and of Madison. “This is partly due to the strength of our inter-
national studies programs,” said Blenda Femenias, who came
here as curator last August from the Textile Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C. “People who have traveled and lived abroad while
associated with the University often like the idea that objects
they collected can find a home on campus.”

She is no exception to the commonality among curators, that
of building the collection in the face of shifting trends and needs.
“It’s no longer financially feasible to purchase rare items—
Renaissance velvets, maybe—on a grand scale despite our desire
to awn more of them. But we can still acquire such additions as
ethnographic materials from Third World countries, for exam-
ple, and we’re doing so because these arts are on the verge of
dying out.” There is also that prospect for Latin American tex-
tiles, which happen to hold particular interest for Ms. Femenias.
She has brought a strong element of Guatemalan works to the
collection, but feels it lacks sufficient representation from the
Andean area. She has acquired, recently, Quechua Indian tex-
tiles from Ecuador, and mantles and overskirts woven by the Ay-
mara people in Bolivia.

Of plans to add works by major contemporary fiber artists,
Ms. Femenias said, “Textiles and crafts used to be considered a
second-rate form of expression—functional objects made by
women at home in their spare time; ‘art’ was made by men in ate-

Becky Werner is a senior majoring in Agricultural Journalism.

Photo above: A floral print by 19th-century British designer
William Morris.
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New curator Blenda Femenias.
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From India of the modern era, embroidered floral and geometric
patterns frame small mirrors.
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liers in Paris. But now the lines are blurring. Higher values are
placed on domestic products; women have proved themselves to
be serious professional artists, and textiles are an acceptable me-
dium for both sexes.”

Continued growth of the Allen collection has resulted in se-
vere overcrowding of those storage areas designed to offer the
proper attention to delicate fibers—some must be rolled instead
of folded; almost all should be protected from drastic change in
temperature or humidity. There is now one climate-controlled
room, a second will open soon. The whole idea of TLC for fab-
rics is relatively new, and on this campus Ms. Femenias and other
historians will be quided by the textile chemistry research taking
place under the leadership of Prof. Manfred Wentz.

Someday, the Home Ec Building will have an exhibition gal-
lery of its own; for now, samples are shown by appointment, are
loaned out to other museums, or are given special showings, such
as one scheduled for the Elvehjem Museum of Art beginning in
December.

This will be a display of works from India, a large group of
catalogued material collected in the 1950s and "60s. About sixty
will be shown together with some of the Indian miniature paint-

(|
f
b
\

i
|
|
|
|
J

A jute-and-wool hanging by contemporary American artist
Claire Zeisler.



ings donated to the Elvehjem by Jane Werner Watson '36. With
art historian Joan Raducha of the South Asian studies depart-
ment, Ms. Femenias is examining “connections between minia-
ture paintings produced chiefly before British colonial domina-
tion ended. It fascinates me to see what kind of design continuity
has been maintained. India has a long and well developed tradi-
tion of exquisite handmade textiles that virtually died out under
the British.”

There will be on view textiles from five different areas, dem-
onstrating regional and cultural diversity: wool shawls woven in
Kashmir; saris from Orissa with unique floral designs in ikat tech-
nique; mirrored garments from the Kutch region of Gujarat, em-
broidered by ten-year-old brides; and temple cloths used in reli-
gious ceremonies. The northeast frontier states, which include
Assam, Nagaland and Manipur, will be represented by garments
in strong, pure colors with angular geometric designs distinctive
of this area. “Indian textiles have been exported to the West for
centuries, yet these groups still make specific pieces for personal
use. We want to show this, as well as the religious importance of
Indian textiles,” Ms. Femenias said.

The Allen Collection is very much a part of the department’s

Colors remain clear on this 1000-year-old tapestry from Peru.

curriculum. About twelve courses in the Environment, Textiles
and Design program use it, and enrollment is increasing. A PhD
sequence in the History of Design was recently instituted. ““Our
graduate students don’t have to seek out an internship in a mu-
seum; here they study actual examples from an area of the world
or time period that really interests them,” said Ms. Femenias.
The collection is currently providing information for such thesis
topics as Near Eastern costume, Turkish embroidery, southern
Italian dowry textiles, North American beadwork, and the Japa-
nese influence on American prints.

In addition to the textiles, the collection contains tools, a
reading room with 5000 books and journals, 2000 slides from
major American museums. It will soon add Artsearch, a comput-
erized video-based image retrieval system created by Patricia
Mansfield, professor of textile design (WA, May,’82) and her
husband Michael, a neurophysiologist with a love for computers.
When completed, it will provide, simultaneously, catalogue in-
formation and a full color video image. This time-saving research
tool will greatly facilitate routine curatorial tasks and increase ac-
cess to the collection while decreasing actual handling of tex-
tiles. [

A Guatemalan blouse from the 1930s.
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INCLAIR LEW'I

The least he could have done

was leave a farewell note

By Tom Murphy
o$ Editor 9®

istorians won’t be able to pinpoint

H the exact time the idea first
struck me. Actually, it didn’t re-

ally strike: it got in somehow and worked
its way to the surface slowly, like a sliver.
We do know it began no earlier than 1961.
That was the year Mark Schorer 29, °36
did something pretty notable; he got all the
reviewers in the country to agree on a
book. They said his new biography of Sin-
clair Lewis was terrific, although I'm put-
ting it more mildly than they did;
adjective-wise, they started with “monu-
mental” and got more ecstatic from there.
I read the book that year and never forgot
the part about Lewis spending time here
on the campus in the fall of 1940. He spent
less of it than he’d led one and all to ex-
pect, though. He had promised to be here
for the whole semester and maybe even on
into spring. But late on November 6 he got
a phone call from his lame-duck wife, col-
umnist Dorothy Thompson, in New York
and before another sundown all that was
left of Sinclair around here was an English
department with twenty-two budding nov-
elists it didn’t know how to credit.

Nobody knows what really happened.
Some said he took off because he never
found a place to park, but the record
shows he’d brought a chauffeur to fetch
and carry, so we can forget that. Schorer
didn’t know what to make of it; he says
Lewis told friends it was because he had a
new book about due, but nothing came
out. Others heard him say they were going
to do his new play on Broadway, but
Schorer says the producers who’d read it
said it shouldn’t happen to Weehawken.

I went over to the University Archives
and asked for all the material an orderly
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On. The treasure came in two parts. First,
there was a copy of a Daily Cardinal from
September, 1940, saying that Sinclair
Lewis was coming to teach on campus.
Then came a copy of a Daily Cardinal
from November, 1940, saying he left. With
this bounty to build on, I knew the next
step was to get to those who were on the
English faculty that year, so I called Pro-
fessor Walter Rideout. He wasn’t here in
1940, he said, but he knew several who
were—emeriti who still live in Madison.
He was anxious to help. He could afford to
because he is in on the plot. When I do the
definitive feature on emeriti I will blow this
thing sky-high, but for now let me just say
I have made a couple of discoveries about
them. 1. Emeriti may live somewhere, but
they never go there. Instead, they head for
Cape Cod or San Diego. (That much I can
prove; the rest falls into place rather neatly
now that I've had a chance to mull it over.)
When they get to Cape Cod or San Diego
they send a telegram in code to Walter Ride-
out. Chances are it will read as a simple
message—maybe something like “Ann
Emery is toasting anchovies”™—but it really
means that they are out of harm’s way
now, so it is safe for him to be Helpful.
From then on, whenever someone calls
him with a list of questions that would take
no more than a fortnight for any of those
people to sit down and answer, Walter
says, “Yes, that would be something to ask
of Madeleine Doran,” or “I'd send that to
Ednah Thomas, I think, or perhaps to
Mark Eccles. Write to her/her/him in Mad-
ison. If she/she/he happens to be out of
town for a few days, surely your letter will
be forwarded.” If you’re alert, you'll hear
him chuckle as he hangs up. because

university would send there to be pre- The subject, at the Capitol, there’s more to this.
served under Lewis: Sinclair; Inside Dope prior to his getaway. 2. Out there in Cape or San, emeriti
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live under assumed names. This means
that when your letter surfaces, the post-
man thinks you are a dummy, since he
knows full well the only person at this ad-
dress is a Miss Jane Eyre ora J. Alfred
Prufrock. Emeriti can keep this subterfuge
going for weeks in any locality. If the trail
gets hot they just throw a few things in a
bag and leave for the other coast.

I wrote to certain people in late June
and didn’t get answers till too-late July. In-
cidentally, they said, to a woman/woman/
man, that they weren’t privy to Sinclair
Lewis’s innermost 1940 thoughts on the
pret-t-y tenuous basis that they’d never
met him.

We’ll move on now to March, 1983, be-
cause I couldn’t spend all fall and winter
worrying about Sinclair Lewis for you. I
have two kids in college and one in high
school.

On March 2, I went to see Professor Ri-
cardo Quintana, another English-faculty
emeritus who was here when Lewis hap-
pened but who didn’t take it on the lam in
the face of my investigation. He remem-
bered several things that agree with
Schorer’s book. For instance, we didn’t
call Lewis, he came to us. He wanted to
spend time on a Midwestern campus. No
one knew why, and those on the faculty
who guessed wished they hadn’t. You see,
Lewis was raised in Sauk Centre, Minne-
sota and when he wrote Main Street and
Babbitt he got even with those he didn’t
like back home, which about covered the
tax rolls. In Arrowsmith he poked fun at
scientists, and in Elmer Gantry he did the
same for a segment of organized religion.
Well, how would you feel if you were
teaching here in 1940 and you got a long-
distance call some night while you’re lis-
tening to the Lux Radio Theater. The man
says he’s SL and he’d like to hang around
your house for a few weeks, sitting on your
couch and staring at you. You can see why
quite a few said it would be fine with them
if Mr. Lewis would just move along to Pur-
due, or, better yet, Ohio State.

He almost did that. Professor Quintana
remembers a Sunday afternoon pacifica-
tion ceremony that drew most of the En-
glish department. Merritt Hughes was
chairman, and he and Mr. Quintana and
Professor Henry Pochmann and his wife
Ruth and anyone else who couldn’t come
up with an excuse all had to go over to
President Dykstra’s house. Lewis was

Emeriti are never where they live.

there, and he was sore as a boil. Mark
Schorer and Mrs. Pochmann believe it was
because he’d been mentioned unkindly in
one of the local papers, but I think you’ll
like the Quintana version better. He heard
that Lewis heard that a member of the
Board of Regents said that, “'If we have to
have one of those two here, I'd rather it
would be Dorothy Thompson.” That could
have done it. Sinclair and Dorothy had a
hate/hate relationship going most of the
time, plus he had a fear of being known as
Mr. Dorothy Thompson. On top of that,
she’d put her divorce plans on the back
burner so she could stay in Washington to
campaign for FDR’s re-election, and now
she kept writing SL about the madcap
luncheons she was having in the Congres-
sional cafeteria. (All he had for kicks was
the University Club.) Whichever it was
that made him mad, that whole Sunday
afternoon he stamped and swore and
threatened to leave. We do not know why
they didn’t let him.

But they didn’t, and he went back to
the house he’d rented on Summit Avenue
and got ready for class the next day. He'd
hand-picked the students (one of whom
was Mrs. Pochmann), and he lectured a
couple of days a week and had them all
drop in on Tuesday for a gangcritique.

Hlustrations | Vincent River

That’s about all that happened, except
for the young woman who came out from
New York. He introduced her as his
niece.* Her name was Marcella Powers
and she wanted to be an actress, which is
how they met in the first place. (A couple
of years earlier, Lewis had taken up act-
ing, he thought.) When Marcella got here,
Lewis got the Wisconsin Players to recast
Stage Door and to put her in a lead. The
show ran for four nights—which promised
to be the longest run in Marcella’s theatri-
cal career, the reviewers predicted—and
suddenly she remembered something she
had to do back in New York.

Professor Quintana related one other
thing, a post-Lewis rumor retroactive to
the surmmer of 1940. As we've already dis-
cussed, Dorothy Thompson was working
for Roosevelt. Lewis, on the other hand,
wanted Wendell Willkie. (We aren’t sure
this brought on the divorce.) But at some
time in the early fall, Willkie must have
said or done something Lewis didn’t like,
5o he turned into a Democrat. Right away,
Dorothy started coaxing him to give a net-
work radio talk for FDR—they’d hurry to
get it on the air before he changed back to
a Willkieite. Lewis said he would. Now,
here we go: after Lewis left Madison, ru-
mor had it that he’d been a plant by the
Democrats all along, on the grounds that a
speech by a mere Nobel Laureate wouldn’t
cut much ice without he should be a mem-
ber of the UW faculty also. Clap your
hands if you believe. Still, there was this:
Lewis made the speech, FDR was re-
elected on November 5, Dorothy called on
the 6th, and we all know what happened
on the 7th.

As I'was leaving Professor Quintana,
he said two things. One was, “There’s a
better story in the time T.S. Eliot spoke
here,” and the other was, “You should
talk with Mrs. Pochmann.” I hope he’s as
right about T.S. as he was about Mrs.
Pochmann. This is a lovely lady. I phoned
her on March 4, down in Nacogdoches,
Texas, and got her out of a sickbed, but
when she found out what I wanted she
wouldn’t hang up. She had seen a lot of
good in Lewis. He worked with his stu-
dents as though he respected them, she
said, and he was kind in his criticisms, and
he taught them something. She suggested
quite a few things that might help break

* But she wasn’t.
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the case: read her husband’s papers in the
University Archives; get the class roster
and track down members; look into the
Madison Literary Club which often
printed the talks given at its monthly meet-
ings, because someone talked about the
class. And she said she’d write soon with
everything she could recall.

The action speeds up now, and things
get ugly. It's best we rely on my Journal for
the facts.

@ Friday, March 4: Call English depart-
ment for roster of Lewis class; nice person
says she’ll look. Go to University Archives
for Pochmann papers, ask staff to search
for letter Schorer says Lewis wrote, after de-
parture, to Merritt Hughes, blasting En-
glish department.™* This will rip lid off de-
ception he left happy. Archives cannot
find same. I remark on poor service. Find
Pochmann’s letter to August Derleth: S. L.
left us quite suddenly last Thursday to help
produce a play of his in New York. That's
the whole story, regardless of what papers
say. They would have the department jeal-
ous of him . . . whereas there’s been a clear
understanding from the beginning . . . .

A likely story!

@8> Monday, March 7: To State Historical
Society for papers presented Madison Lit-
erary Club. Nothing. Find in subject file,
Lewis, Sinclair. Handsome index card, no
material. Mrs. Pochmann calls; still sick,
but mailed me three-page letter over
weekend. However, believes addressed to
230 N. Lake Street instead of 650. Call
p.0., told no problem if zip correct.

@8 Tuesday, March 8: English depart-
ment calls; no rosters from '40. Back to
SHS, find ref, Mad. Lit. Club, papers of.
To stacks in sinuses of bldg for folder,
(where enjoy grad-level grafiti); folder
holds meeting schedules only. Wonder
whereabouts of Lewis-to-Hughes scathing
letter.** To Archives; request English
dept r