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The wood type specimens shown on the following pages repre- i | 
Lud sent a complete showing of American wood-type styles from i 

1826 to the present. The major portion of types shown were aT 7 
Q.. collected East of the Mississippi River from Watertown, Maine e 

to New Orleans, Louisiana. The era of wood-type manufacturing a 1 
flourished briefly and disappeared quickly, leaving little written S| | 
record of its designers and manufacturers except for scattered aM 

j personal accounts and specimen catalogs. ia 

High manufacturing costs, the dominance of offset reproduction we , 
and photo composition have reduced the wood-type market to a ll 

‘an few producers turning out gothics and other basic wood fonts. 
In spite of modern innovations, the characteristics of wood-type “a 
have yet to be produced in hot metal or by photocomposition. | 

© Several of these characteristics are worth mentioning: 1—All out- : 
side vertical and horizontal strokes are formed by the edge of | ieee i) 
the wood block, making tight letter and line spacing possible; 
2—Wood-types were designed for display use which accounts for nT 
many fonts with caps only; 3-When lower case is present the i 
descender letters are cut on larger blocks making it necessary for "Wl : 

= the compositor to fill out with spacing. Also, the larger letter = : 
allows greater freedom in designing; 4—There are more available ! | 
expanded and condensed faces cut in wood than in foundry type; oe 
5—The wood quality is always present, giving non-mechanical | 
effect to the final result and in some cases showing wood grain. a. . 
6—With wood type it is possible to make-up and repro in final L | 
form from a layout, thus avoiding excessive enlargement and loss 7 

YY of good proportion. - = 

Proper selection and preparation of wood is essential for making ‘WW 
SY wood-type. The most satisfactory woods are cherry, maple, apple a 

and pine selected for their cutting characteristics and availability. | 
1 j j From our experience, maple and cherry print and hold-up best "Ty 

while pine tends to show signs of wear sooner and splinters along , 
the edges. The first step in making wood letters is to cross cut ] 
logs into slabs above type high and let stand for seasoning. The Li i 
seasoned slabs are then mechanically ground down to type high 

0. and finished with a mixture of linseed oil and pumice, followed at 
with light coats of lacquer or varnish. The wood is then ready for i i al 
cutting. “R 

L<. The Pantograph machine was the most significant invention for | 
mass producing wood type. Combining Darius Wells’ invention | od 

—< of the router in 1827 with William Leavenworth’s adaptation of | 
the router to the Pantographic principle in 1834, made the mass : a 1 
production of wood-type a profitable business. The Pantograph z 

C5 machine consists of an adjustment bar which establishes the | 
size of letter to be cut; the tracing needle which guides around - a 

O< the edge of the pattern; and the router which cuts the letter 
according to the tracing needle. Not only was it possible to pro- a : 

Cc) duce new faces economically, but it was a simple task to copy a i il asst 
competitor's type face by using his letter as the pattern.* | 

A ne oe reer I * 56 / Design Quarterly, 1963, “American Wood Type,” pp. 3-4 ti mom | 
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