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Broken by Council’s First Book NON-CIRCULATING e ] ‘ 
ee ‘The American Indian from the time of 

Chronicles of American Indian Columbus to today's Red Power revolution. i 3 i , 

Si ee “ic < Calta WF n t i 
aG ] a 

edited by a committee of the Coun- Fine 
cil on Interracial Books for Children, __ |! $ 
has just been published. The book AMERICAN ANN i. 
appears originally as a paperback APR a ; 
(Faweett, $1.25), so that it will be Compiled and edited with commentaries by - : 
quickly available to the public. The The Council on Interracial Books for Children é 
royalties from the book are being : ‘ Ee 
contributed to the Minority Book ‘ i : 

‘ndustry Development and Insur- ge / Ad = ' ae : i- O R Ge | i D R = N 
ce Fund, as is a share of the —— 5 od : re 

ublisher’s profits. fe - 
The new book will be sent free : ee x eA — 

0 Council contributing members. ; 7. + : : 

See page 8 for order form and ee ee Published by the Council on Interracial Books for Children coupon describing _ contributing Pe iG ee 
embership.) 5 2 ee 

The book totals 375 pages and ae a VOLUME THREE, NO. 4 AUTUMN, 1971 
onsists of 76 documents, which are tS aaa Som en Aaa e CETUS WS) URIET es Sa SEN Trae ein Deere ep ha 
oken or written expressions of 

jative American protest. Each docu- C | M k i, ( ? e 
ent is preceded by a full commen- O tf f, W i, 
ry describing its historical context. UNCI a es i & en a O 1 é 
he documents begin with the re- 
bellion of the Powhatan Confederacy e e e 

ind end 350 years later with the Ed, E, W fi ‘S P e ‘5 
peech of a Wampanoag Indian — a 1 Ors, rl er. an u A) r 
eech that was to have been de- 

ivered at Plymouth, Massachusetts, 4 5 C Ce GE Hace acon Featured In Publishers’ Weekly: The Call 
hite authorities. The book is useful : : pa ; i the next five years they refuse contracts for books defining the non-white 
or intermediate grades and up. The following call introduces a feature article in Publishers’ Weekly minority experience and that they use the innovative resources of their pro- 
Below ia the Pretace fromm Chrond on the aims and activities of the Council on Interracial ook for Children. fessional assoriations to search out minority writers to write the books, or 

les of American Indian Protest,  '© article appears in the October 11 issue of Publishers’ Weekly, which at least to become full collaborators in the writing of the books. 
Dice ene ne entirety to is the independent magazine of the international book trade. We invite Finally, we call upon writers, editors, illustrators, publishers, book _ 
Wes re ine Gams amine comment and ask our readers to pass on the call Oe ditors, publishers and reviewers, and book buyers to commit themselves to aid the emerging é : Sar writers who may not have seen it. (See also the editorial on page 2.) This minority publishing houses. 
oe is the text of the call: In the series of articles prepared by our Council and currently running 

i‘ We call upon editors who are scheduling books on minority themes in Publishers’ Weekly, we shall propose a number of ways by which the new 
“For too long our textbooks have to assign the books to minority writers and illustrators for the next five publishers can be assisted, without interfering with the control of their own 

waded their responsibility to deal _ years. Our council pledges to help editors find minority talent, as we have operations. One immediate proposal is that publishers declare a moratorium 
honestly with history. Like ostriches in the past. on the contract clause granting the publishers an option on a writer’s sub- 
burying their heads in the sand, the We call upon publishers who have contracts with white authors for sequent work. We feel that minority writers who have achieved success with 
writers of textbooks—and often the | works depicting the minority experience to apportion for at least the next their first books should be granted the freedom to take their subsequent 
publishers who commission them five years a share of the profits from those books to the minority com- books to the emerging minority publishers, if they so choose. 
ind many of the school boards who —- munities. We offer the Minority Book Industry Development and Insurance To those who charge that these proposals are visionary or impractical 
purchase them — have assumed that _ Fund as one way to channel the shared profits. or in violation of normal business practices, we remind you that we are no 
by hiding the acts of history we We call upon white authors to make their own commitment: that for longer living in normal times. 
would all somehow be immune z a 5% 

from the consequences of these acts. : - 

ose og 

“Chronicles of American Indian Fourth Annual Writing om y a g 
Protest is offered to the public in the e es oe 4 
hope of countering some of the ter- Con test m Prog ress . 3 a y ? ae 

tble distortions perpetrated in the Third Contest Winners Listed . ae ” i a 
tame of ‘American’ history. : os ‘ v7 eae SThialbook haa Heentnrenared(by Manuscripts for the Fourth An- be previously unpublished in the ; | ; a7 a 
M@ouncil that isitsclfintecracialiand nual haa a bas pe re- children’s book field, and their : ee] ra : ei 

A : ceived at the Council’s office, manuscripts relate to liberation 5 Eee oS | J / sp a cae 9 East 40th St., New York, N.Y. struggles. Winners in each ethnic a” bel Pa i a } a 
fet, althou ERNo MI dist oie i 10016. All persons interested in category receive $500. Deadline for — ee) : wer 2 
ferred ered hrouenecie dare ee the contest are asked to the current (Fourth Annual) contest saa L ons -& a we 
a ts) dhol. cannot pretend to write to that address requesting is April 15, 1972. ee nN “ 

g d 4 les and application for Winners of the Third Annual con- ; Aine eae es express fully the Indian experience. contest fy PP me fs 3 Eg Pe es pe adie have been tocced to my All readers are urged to post the test were announced last April 22 in ¢ « re 2 £ 

Bergen iene etree contest announcement (see pageg) the New York Times and other ‘ tii oy 
ie conotmie en tent on bulletin boards and other appro- media. They are listed again below. 4 - - y = 
Bee eile ibenenie priate public places. Meanwhile, the Council’s contest ay c 
Pee elec eeieei erent bee. The Council contest, open to committee is preparing a booklet : ; ’ a ace 

i Blacks, American Indians, Chicanos _ which will list all the twelve award Winners of Third Annual Contest: From left to right: Ray Anthony Shepard, Juar 
ments themselves have largely been d Buerto Ri h i. 3 a eee a a Valenzuela, Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve 
Preserved i English translations an wer 0 icans, ; as a ney Ce e: winners to date, wit! eir pic ures 

Bic by white people. gory this year: Asian Americans. and award acceptance statements. 
SN oan adi cthen minonticn The only requirements for joining (The booklet will be sent free to their manuscripts published or have test are as follows — Black: Ray 

increasingly demand that white te contest, ate that writers and — Council contributing members.) Of negotiated contracts with book pub- Anthony Shepard for “Warball”; 
ess op anulioniug or ignoring aspiring writers be members of these the twelve winners of awards since lishers. American Indian: Virginia Driving 

ethnic minority groups, that they the contest began, nine have had Winners of the Third Annual con- Hawk Sneve for “Jimmy Yellow 
continued on page 8 continued on page 8



WRITER POWER 

It is common to hear well-intentioned people admit to the basic racist nature of American society only to ask The recent National Education As- DEPARTMENT OF GROSS 

rhetorically, “But what can I do?” For white writers, at least, the Council’s call, which appears on the front page Soe Human Rights Award to OBSCENITIES 

of this Bulletin, is a clear challenge to good intentions. Educational Challenges, Ine., a The use of Spanish by speakers a 

The call is made, not to deny the right of authors to write about any subject they choose, but to ask for a eee firm, was'criticized as oncament exercises ina pre 
specific act of commitment to achieve a multiracial book publishing world. ey slap in the face of the Black ponderantly Chicano school ir 

The call challenges white writers to do something about a situation which most deplore — and yet which Chicano and Indian comm unites Castroville, California, brought ap 

some have found profitable. by ore Coste: Becadeny of ne preciative response from the parent: 
All questions of creative freedom aside, certainly white writers have it in their power to put book publishers Indian Historian Press. Educational but racist. denunciations’ from) the 

on the spot. If white writers refuse commissions to write on minority themes, book publishers must either seek out Challenges, funded by Hill and Wang achool authorities! 
minority writers or admit their unwillingness to open their white man’s club. The first alternative would give our and by gr ae from the federal Two student speakers and a guest 
children minority-theme books by persons best qualified to write them. The second would amount to public con- Boer na publishing minority- speaker at last June’s exercises of 
fession by the publishers that they have abdicated their responsibility to the society that supports them. oriented booklets distributed by Ga nhetta School, where more than 

ees ee one va a 400 of the 500 students are Mexican 
ceived a number of complain’ Roe ike Seamehi anda 

CRITERIA AND RACISM about Educational Challenges, and in Fgh 
In the early days of our Council we urged two principal criteria for the presentation in books of the image of ee ee At the next meeting of the North 

non-white minorities. These were that slanderous stereotypes be rejected and that Blacks and other non-white = i Monterey School board meeting, a 

minorities be depicted in positive rather than in the prevailing negative roles. To these two criteria we added a ° letter was read from a group of 

third, that as far as possible, non-white minority authors become the writers of the new so-called ethnic books. parents expressing appreciation for 
Today, as we examine the changes that have taken place in children’s book publishing, the criterion that Hats off to Doubleday’s Loretta their children being given an oppor- 

holds the most validity for our Council is the third — the racial background of the author. Barrett for stepping out of her posi- _ tunity to recognize their heritage by 

We see books that try to provide racial insights doing just the opposite, primarily because their authors are tion as editor of Zenith Books to speaking Spanish during the program 

white. We see minority-theme books that are inherently racist receiving widespread acclaim actually because the make way for Black editor Cheryl But Kenneth Blohm, a trustee, 

books are racist. Chisholm. Establishment book pub- said: “It was a disgrace to let it 
Take, for example, Theodore Taylor’s The Cay, which has won several awards including one for “brother- lishing is the better for this move. happen.” Board chairman Leonard 

hood” (see review, page 7). To white people — most white people, anyway, The Cay’s Black “hero” Timothy is a e Shirrel said: “Before something like 
positive character. A noble character who denies himself to protect another. Timothy’s altruism brings tears to this happens again the board should 
your eyes — if you're white. From the Black point of view, it is altogether different. Timothy is a negative charac- Winner of the Stan Steiner National know about it.” And school princi- 

ter, precisely because his subservience is glorified. A Black person yet again denying himself for the sake of a white Indian Short Story Awards is Leslie pal Paul Murray said: “It won't 

person? Where’s the equality? Where’s the equal sharing of struggle and reward? Suppose the roles were reversed. Chapman from Laguna Pueblo for happen again.” ! 

Suppose Timothy were white and Phillip Black. White people wouldn’t stand that for a minute. In the still all-too- her “Sliva, the Canoncito Navajo 

white world of children’s book publishing, such a reversal of roles would be met with the charge of racism in Kidnapper.” Steiner makes the CORETTA SCOTT 

reverse. worthwhile suggestion that non- KING AWARD 
What should we do about these books that purport to define the minority experience yet upon re-examina- Indian writers of books about Charl . 

tion turn out to be racist? Certainly they should be removed from the recommended reading lists. But where they Indians finance the contest prizes in he 1 : H a H. Rollins has wor 

already exist on library shelves, why not use the books as classroom teaching tools to analyze with students what the future with contributions from : < h aie oretta Scott King Awan 

racism is all about? With conscious guidance, students would read the books and discover for themselves racism’s their sovaljies—Rut whe must the or her biography, Black Trouba 
| «oti Soe : Z z dour: Langston Hughes. 

subtle and not-so-subtle twistings. winning manuscripts appear in a The award founded 
Our Council is planning a major handbook for teachers on how to help themselves and their students look book under the editorship of White Seen Te ae oe 

for racist content in books, movies, TV and other media. We invite your suggestions on the preparation of this Father Stan Steiner? Fe eee OEY eon Ba a 
hendbool i ledia Association. It is designed t: 

eee commemorate and foster the lifi 

pee - Black illustrator and Council execu- and works of the late Dr. Marti 

sis 5 be tive committee member George Ford Luther King and to honor Corett 
ee ” £. ‘ “ oe a8) was featured guest lecturer at this Scott King. According to Glyndo 

a ‘ viene ‘api * oy : past summer’s Cleveland College F. Greer, chairwoman of the award 

al —— it ra vA nb = iy z.. ae 4 “Literature for Inner-City Children” committee, “the one specific criteri 
a re a De nN ti " 4 “al workshop. Mr. Ford was extremely _ we look for in a book is the inspire 
| Pitewe a Bil ote os puiselgdramielr ithe. : y/ — : . . . ‘ 
ws nmi . a ee ae a ae y QP? F as ny impressed with the workshop. ae puality that links it to th 

Pale Ue oS te arse ee ec 4 ee ‘ i uture. 
Manis here nn eee oy ie —_ 
Bg ee i ae, ee See od Bd 3 i Painting by Tom Feelings in MOJA MEANS ONE: Swahili Counting Book, authore 
Vig Speiey Memb Lae ot yO MRA ool ha UPR ae ears coe ael ie Se 
Ee ee ae ical bs Ws Fg ae ee pa <<a ae by Muriel Feelings and published this fall by Dial Press. 

ey A SCHEDULE FOR FUTURE PUBLICATION JOIN THE COUNCIL 

Gee OF THIS BULLETIN Ronan 

Interracial BECOME A CONTRIBUTING MEMBER 
Winter Issue — December 15 +» Summer Issue — June 15 

Books Spring Issue — March 15 + Autumn Issue — September 15 + FIGHT RACISM AND SEXISM IN BOOK PUBLISHING « 
St 

FOR CHILDREN ce $10 ANNUAL DUES* 

is published quarterly by the _SUBSCRIPTION RATES _ RATES *YOU RECEIVE REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION TO: 

Council on Interracial Books 
for Children, Inc., 9 E One year — $3.00 Contributing Annual Member- eno ao oe ce on y, ship — $10.00 INTERRACIAL BOOKS for CHILDREN 

Single and back PLUS 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE copies — $1.00 each ee ee to FREE COPY OF “CHRONICLES OF AMERICAN INDIAN PROTEST” 
juiletin, plus ir Cc 

Mickey Davidson, Evelyn Geller, ier : “eteonicles of A + indi ALSO 

Alfred E. Prettyman, Virginia Rice, Subscriptions outside U.S. — See ae renee Suess 
Sydney Weiss, Byron Williams - oe ce if = fy Sarciecnas cic nqrusenese thal ALL SPECIAL COUNCIL SUPPLEMENTS | 

“Printed Matter.” But a you are helping to fight racism and 

Se ORE following charges if “Air sexism in book publishing. “CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
Chairman: Bradford Chambers Printed Matter” requested: ee ee | kr arte ay eae Re en eg 

| eds Davia Cohen Europe — Add $2.00; MAIL THE FORM ON PAGE 8 TODAY! 
Treasurer: Stanley Faulkner Far East — Add $2.40. | 
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, ez in a terrible environment. The 

Adventures in Blackland ee reader’s emotional response com 
3 Se bines a feeling of pity and an attrac. 

With Keats and Steptoe ae a _— wo i tion to the children’s adventures. 
oe et ; e: ye Fee ae Thus is created another generation 

By Ray Anthony Shepard ie ccale - ae eae ee) of liberals. In the Steptoe books 
a e pee a Pea oe a white readers are exposed to a life 

Ky GO £ HGLES f ag kay style that is foreign to them. The 
What, if any, is the difference predominant color used (ten out of hee : INSTALLS : oy illustrations do not push them into 

between : Black and : non-Black 39, pages). The whiteness empha- : es TPs Td age fe " uy emotional ambivalence: attraction, 
illustrator/writer as each creates pic- _gized the universality of Peter’s fami- p) as ty 4 Peri i on the one hand, and sympathy, on 
ture books set in urban Black com- ly and his story. oi 3 5 ( ae 1 oe wee ae the other. Steptoe presents an un- 
munities? Ezra Jack Keats and John By 1968 the civil rightsmovement , toEe % \ ae ss Oye. compromised Black world that in- 
Steptoe make for an interesting had been shot in Memphis, and the a} 4% V4 a er # ty ace ted Es Mi . creases the readers’ awareness of 

comparison. Black Power movement moyed to = Y \ , Ba 4 | i ‘ ee 4 ethnic grouping in this country. It 
The illustrations of Ezra Jack the forefront as an ominous storm. " Ef F "s , i ee f makes them realize that the world 

Keats for Snowy Day (1963) re- A Letter to Amy (1968) kept pace oe} he Se eey : ” iu is not made completely in thei: 
ceived the Caldecott award.The year with the times. It was significant. 8 ey a : 6 a i a image. 
1963 was the high point of the The bright and happy colors of i a Lie / &, Laem For the Black reader; to continue 
integrationist civil rights movement, _Peter’s world were replaced by dark ; ‘4 \ ee a 7 B the dangers of generalization, the 
symbolized in the March on Wash- _ and threatening clouds. Even though — en kG bi ‘ ; 7 ij ~ difference is simple. In Keats there 
ington. Snowy Day, as a mirror of —g white boy, whose parents hadn’t e ol ney Fi ¢g fe is someone who looks like me, and 
the times, was a position statement escaped, came to Peter’s birthday rd ea rat ae ee in Steptoe there is someone who 

from the liberal literary establish- party, the neighborhood took on the es i ‘4 % ge Be — knows what is going on. 

ment and set forth a new social idea appearance ofa “clum” ora “chetto” Pe hips. (elaine. Sie ge . RB 

for the nation’s younger readers. oe by an outsider. ia was £ g % A ie io aaa ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Snowy Day, in presenting a Black there, dressed like you know who, ie pullin Dee fe ne eee Bes 
kid engulfed in snow, said that there but middle-class daddy had dis- Ces ae Assistant Professor of Edu- 

cea apocared: cation at the Institute of Open Edu- 
were Black kids in the otherwise PP ting, but the natives are happy. In _ considerably changed if the char- cation. He is also one of the wi 
White World but that in spite of the In 1969 came Goggles, and the 1071 Keats ecoms wcllinm enough tn ee ae ee : Ee yaners 

‘ | , integration dream was over. Whites ‘ of the Third Annual Writing Contest color difference, Black kids enjoyed er i they had BENE equal time to the slum world. The language gives an indication of the Council on Interracial Books 
snow and whiteness as well a5 eVErYs hee las BL Co oe . y i His latest book, Apt. 3 (1971), of different points of view: From for Children. 
one else. Snowy Day said that oe _ f eee. ee nenBlnch ae rein Goggles: “Footsteps! ‘The big boye! 

~ing them as colored white kids. car with windows rolled up tight. the kid is even white: you are not “Naw, my Momma seid he can't 0° stypy QF THEATER IN THE 
The success of Snowy Day en- Every illustration shouts, “Look, UALS caput 2b Teast eta in the park cause the last time | © SIXTIES REVEALS DESTRUC- 

couraged Whistle For Willie (1964). og. “we're in a ghetto.” By now last, he is not Black. ; went he fell and hurt his knee, with TION OF BLACK STEREOTYPE 

The story showed Peter’s world in a - For those who think I’m being his old stupid self.” 
: BY) Peter’s mommy has disappeared, and : : Sos The th thea A 

bright and happy reds and yellows, Peter and Archie are fighting to sur- unfair, and that my comments have } Stevie, Steptoe s first book — eat eater of the sixties saw the 

where mommy and daddy dressed —_yive against a gang of older boys in ™OFe to do with politics than art, like Keats Snowy Day, was a be- destruction of ie stage stereotype 

like a nice middle-class white family, an _ economically deprived world. let me ask you: How would any of ginner’s success. Stevie received the of the Black as “the comic slave- 
“and vena white girl jumped rope his view merited the Caldecott the Keats’ books be changed if the Society of illustrators Goid Medal, servant, the contented, devoted 

with a Black girl. Peter’s Chair runner-up medal. characters were white? The stories and it was also named an American _ slave-servant, the tragic mulatto and 
(1967) took a close look inside Hi Cat! (1970) continued the would be the same, of course, the- _ Library Assn. Notable Children’s the brute,” according to a study at 
Peter’s home. The colors became adyentures of Archie and Peter in _™atically speaking. The color ofthe Book. This is not surprising because Yeshiva University. 
more somber, for after all, they were Blackland. There is a retreat from Characters is irrelevant. It is rele- the story is about an easily recogni- Rosa Lee Nash, who completed 

middle class; the colors provided a the white gloom of Goggles; the vant only in terms of one’s under- zable universal theme of peer jealou- _ the study as a doctoral dissertation 

happy background for a happy drawings and story become lighter. standing of the book-buying market sy. It is not difficult for all children at Yeshiva University’s Ferkauf 
family, nevertheless. White was the Jt, jg still in an underdeveloped set- and the political-social times; thus to find themselves in Stevie. One re- Graduate School of Humanities and 

the books were conceived with poli- _ viewer called the book “a convincing _ Social Sciences, states: “In the six- 
tical awareness. story for all children” (emphasis _ ties, there emerged a new characteri- 

added). But Uptown and Train Ride, _ zation of the Black as young, aggres- 

: John Steptoe’s Stevie (1969), his best so far, move away from the sive, articulate, self-assertive and 
published the same year as Goggles, easily recognizable universal theme _ militant.” 

at is another story set in Blackland, but | and move closer to the particular Ms. Nash examined some 100 

g g 4 oe ( this is a work seen through the eyes _ experience of a Black kid growing plays prior to 1960, beginning with 
5 Ege seen 5 er of an insider. The drawings in the _up in Harlem. Even though the uni “The Padlock,” a comic opera pro- 

; A ah heat ae two books — one by Steptoe, the _ versal theme is there, as it isin all duced in 1769, which introduced 
, ‘ , hi other by Keats — offer sharp con- __ literature, one senses the criticscool- _ the first comic servant, Mungo. For 

“ee | P TM} trasts. Steptoe had no need to con- _ ing off in their embrace of Steptoe. the sixties, Ms. Nash selected eight 
2 oj ane aa fy J 4 Ae vince his readers of where he is, so In order to love what he has done in _ plays which were seen on the stage 
8 “alae nial gone are the signs that announce _his last two books, one must be wil- in New York City during 1960-69: 
. : _ a G HETT 0, for Stevie is set in a _ ling to surrender the idea that in “A Raisin in the Sun,” “Blues for 

5 , “a af Brow ; Black community, and although it order for there to be equality, there Mister Charlie,” “The Dutchman,” 
8 _, ere ‘ may be part of the same city shown _ must be similarity. Steptoe pushes “The Great White Hope,” “Cere- 
pitti ae by Keats, the difference is obvious. one to see equality in terms of our monies in Dark Old Men,” “No Place 
wa pee Steptoe shows love for his people. _ ethnic differences. To Be Somebody,” “The Black,” 

Pt et se The same sense of love of one’s It may be unnecessary to have an and “Slave Ship.” All these plays 
BAS, BY r Be os people holds true in Uptown (1970) _ either/or situation, but it is neces- were written by Black writers except 

i sy | he ° and Train Ride (1971). Of course, sary that Keats’ books be recognized “The Great White Hope” and “The 
gg pan peace s j John Steptoe is not a liberal white, _as an outside view of Black life. His Blacks.” 

a : m™ wee ig thus he has no need to show human _ books may serve a necessary func- Ms. Nash is a past co-chairman of 

ee ad f “SS pp hf it 7 sameness, but instead celebrates the tion for those people who need to the Council on Interracial Books for 

ua - sperma ae ethnic difference of Blacks. His be convinced of our human similari- Children, a post she left to complete 
: eH hn steptoe three books are in harmony; the il- ty, and who can not give up the her doctoral thesis. Both her grand- 
§ e by jo lustrations, narratives, the settings, melting pot myth. parents were emancipated slaves of 
‘ t ec V ] e and the language sounds feed into The white reader, if! may engage Wharton, Texas. 
> S each other, creating a harmonious _ in the dangers of generalization, will 

t total. He sees his world. Themati- see in Keats’ characters, children ue 

cally, his books would have to be —_ who confirm sameness, but who live 

| 
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F ok ey 
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a. y ie EXCERPTS FROM WASHINGTC 
@ 

> 2 y r Cae) Despite the prominence given by Publishers’ Weekly and this Bulletin to the issue of 

AM ‘ e minority publishing, and the growing public interest expressed in supporting letters, this 

PDs y year’s annual convention of the Association of American Publishers neglected to schedule 

- >» a single meeting deyoted to the concerns of the emerging Black, Native American and 

at Eee | Chicano publishing houses. 

rice i = . The Council’s Minority Publishers’ Committee responded to this by calling a press 

ae Se 4 3 5 conference in the same hotel as, and coincident with, the AAP’s convention opening in 

ao ee 3 1 Washington, D.C., April 28. 

5 a v : The efforts of the Council and the position of the minority publishers were sup- 

: ee te ne ported by the Congressional Black Caucus, either by the Congressmen’s personal ap- | 

i i, / 7) pearance or by statements. A white Senator — George A. McGovern — who had been | 

\ i ie oP : invited by the AAP as a keynote speaker at its dinner banquet also endorsed the Council’s 

a 2 tome support of minority publishing and urged the white establishment publishers to do likewise. 

i. / Material help and moral support came from the Washington, D.C. Black Writers’ 

Alfred E. Prettyman Dr. Charles A: Wesley 

ALFRED E. PRETTYMAN, chair- would be salutary to our efforts to that abook company that establishes = many years — Carter G. Woodson’s ciation has gone through longer than 

man of the Minority Publishers’ administer these remedies, its itself in this manner, cannot survive, The Negro in Our History. The other you have. And if we continue in the | 

Committee and president of Emer- absence will not deter us. We would cannot produce sound books,” they _ deals with the history of the Negro situation in which we are, we'll be 

son Hall Publishers, Inc.: The classic- hope that whatever new measures SY. It’s understandable why they church, which I am changing to doing practically the same thing that 

ist scholar, Mr. Gilbert Murray, sug- are considered in the coming days say this. They've brainwashed them- The History of the Black Church in they did to us — what whites did to 

gested that the decline of ancient by the AAP’s recently appointed ad selves. They're spoiled. They’re the United States. Both of tnose usin slavery. We’re enslaved. 

Greek culture could most accurately hoe committee on Minority Publish- _ locked in. We’re not. And we won’t books are ready for publication, I am very happy to see this or- 

be ascribed to a “failure of nerve.” _ ing will eschew the error of seeking _be. with illustrations. We have not the _ ganization developing. I congratulate 

By this he did not mean that an iso- _ to implant a white program in this money with which to do it. Mr. Prettyman and those of you 

lated act or acts of cowardice tum- _ strong body of Native American, Now, we had an experience about Who have been with him in doing 

bled the superstructure of society. | Spanish American and Black Ameri- Dr. CHARLES A. WESLEY, director _ joining with white publishers which this kind of thing. We should con- 

He meant that in retrospect, one can solidarity for the funding and _— of the Association of Negro Life briefly 1 think I should generalize front these publishers. We should 

could clearly trace the enfeeblement _ further development of this minori- _ and director of the Associated Pub- about. When I came in 1965 to tty to find money from somewhere 

of creative energy and intellect that —_ ty book publishing industry. lishers: Mr. Prettyman and members the Association I had been closely 8° that it isn’t necessary for us to ex- 

gradually reduced glorious Greece to We invite the support of churches, of the Minority Publishers’ Commit- related with Carter G. Woodson. He tend ourselves as we have with a 

a flaccid culture. We are here today —_Jabor unions, foundations and — tee, friends of freedom and justice. died in 1950. Rayford Logan took “yessa boss” opinion which might 

to call attention to one exhibit of — most important —the Congress of the The only reason that the Associated his place for one or two years. He ultimately affect our writings also. 

the analogous enfeeblement of our United States in seeking the elimina- _ Publishers is not represented on the _ got out of it, because this is a terrible Up to now this has not been done.... 

national culture — the failure of the tion of the Small Business Associa- _ listing of minority publishers is that thing to carry when you don’t have Another thing these publishers 

nation’s book publishing industry tion regulation that prohibits the when the Minority Publishers’Com- any money and you don’t have any Fe doing is that they are taking a | 

to date — and those financial insti- _ granting of loans to publishers. Sure- mittee was first organized, it was sources for getting it to the public. hold of some writers who haven't — 

tutions most closely identified with _ly, a nation that can consider allocat- _ proposed to have the new minority In 1965 aman came to me represent- had a market, they re bringing out | 

it — to understand, even on a mini- ing $250 million of our tax money _publisherslisted. Now, we've been in _ ing a publishing firm and asked me books by white authors which nor- | 

mal basis, the complexities of exis- to bail out the disastrously mis- the book publishing business along if we could do an encyclopedia. mally ought to be published by black 

tence for Black Americans, Native managed Lockheed Aircraft Com- time. As I said ‘to my friend Sam Well, Woodson had materials for an authors. These white authors are 

Americans, and Spanish Americans pany can allot a few millions for the  Yett [reporter from Newsweek| a encyclopedia in part. I said we might taking a hold of our associations and 

in this society. development of a minority book few moments ago, the only differ- be able to do it. And he said, “We Our groups, and they'll take a hold 

Whether deliberately or not, publishing industry. With our current ence is we've been crawling on our would be interested in it.” So we of you, if you’re not careful, with 

white publishers tend to distort the depressed economy, this might best hands and knees longer than you went into a program. the slightness of hand, the sort of | 

image of minorities in their text and _ be done this year by reallocating a _ have. Youre just beginning. Now, the program at first was protection which they can give most 

trade publications, to restrict the _ portion of the Government Printing Our Associations was started in this: we were to get 1 per cent royal- and soon we are the underlings of a 

employment of minorities, to inhibit Office’s budgeted funds. Surely, we 1915 under Carter G. Woodson, ty from those books. They expected great big industry. 

their advancement, and to limit the _ could put those funds to better use © whose name I’m sure has some to sell those books for $150-$160. We’re here as an association to 

publication of books by and on than the publishing of the monu- reverence from members of this There were to be ten volumes. We join with you in a history that is 

minorities for fear of being stigma- mental trivia and propaganda which _—_group. Then in 1921 we started the were to get 1 per cent of that, which __longer than yours, but it’s a history 

tized among their peers and in the is so significant a portion of GPO Associated Publishers. Woodson had __ of course is nothing. We were creat- of suppression, a history of profit- 

market place by an apparent close- _ publications. We shall be carrying published his first book in 1915, the ing it and all they were doing was making. We join with you. We hope 

ness to non-white minorities. our discussion of these and other same year the Association was putting the money in. We imple- to be with you in everything that 

Some may consider thisprudence. remedies to publishers, unions, started. It was The Education of the mented that and insisted on changes. YOu will do, and we pledge you our 

It really goes by another name: — fyyndations, churches and the Con- Negro Prior to 1861. Woodson of- We finally got, as a result of the Fresources — whatever they are — ii 

racism. Some may consider the al- gress in individual discussion. In the fered that book to G. P. Putnam hassle, a thousand dollars per set, a the experience we've had with the 

ee comes. a can the meantime, we shall continue as we Sons. They would not publish it promise that there would be at Associated Publishers. In any way 

outbursts of occupational a on have in the past to assure you of our _— without a subyention. So Woodson _ least $25,000 a year which we would that we can help, we will be here.... 

the part of some of the nation’s best uncompromising candor as well as pledged his life insurance policy — _get. Here we were prostituting our- 

financial coe humane but our resolve. . . . You can make a __ the records of which we have —for selves and our abilities and not being 

cea teed minority publishing company sur- ae sent that money : Putnam given a chance to do it ourselves. JOSEPH OKPAKU, president of the 

ie ce book paltiditig, But vive — not thrive — but survive, if ee ‘ : ie eee Ns ae They had no black people on their Thin EiPres die We lreieen ty 

el al ef ave you want to. If you have the time, _— w! ic they : ad. He p edged his board of directors, as Representative ing to establish minority publishing 

really the ee oe a a the energy — there is never enough _ policy. I don’t know if he ever re- Mitchell alluded to a few minutes _ houses for the past five or six year, 

3 in conilict with good mten- —o¢ it — and the commitment, and _newed it or paid the Joan or not. ago. They gave me an office in their It’s almost painful to reiterate th! 

a Pe necaiie ok that’s a good thing to remember But he pledged it for his first book. suite of offices which I occupied experiences. I think one of the sa 

7 Re aiench ee aad when most of the assumedly best en- This is an expenience which has with my name on the door and so dest things in this country is the fa 

ismay | “lea aie lightened people in the industry tell constantly affected minority pub- on. All of that was window dressing that those who get the most fru’ 

perception, so we are here today to you this cannot be done. “Book lishing. Right now our Associated for their own benefit. But this is the _trated and those who find themselvé 

survey our own proposed a publishing cannot be done this way,” Publishers has two books in manu- kind of colonialism, it’s the kindof forced to go their own way ar 

And, although the ae ae © they say. “You cannot survive. All script with illustrations. One of them prostitution that we blacks have often those who have done the mos 

Association of American ishers of the studies that we have seen say deals with a book published for gone through and which our Asso- they possibly could to avoid that u! 
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" VPS hers Challenge AAP Fe 
N, D.C. PRESS CONFERENCE \ > 

a. pote any. 
Workshop, whose members prepared placards challenging the AAP. A rainstorm spared A \ oo us / “at 
the publishers’ convention from being picketed by the writers bearing such slogans as F a ce Le - ‘ 1 /) be 
“Mind Control Begins with Book Control.” The placards were used to line the walls of the 7 C4 oe m aE q He 
press conference meeting room. Anne Crittendon, director of the Workshop, said: We are oe . 2 Cas \ Ae % 
happy to support the pioneering work of the Minority Publishers’ Committee. We see in Fe: i oe A 14 YS ae Es 
the emerging Black publishing houses our hope as writers.” Ps Co a ‘ i 

For any publisher-members of the AAP who might regret their Executive Commit- ; g y oe id a r 3 y ] 
tee’s action which deprived them of the chance to hear the views of minority publishers, ce we rao 4 | 
we are pleased that our publication of the following statements by the minority publishers ups Z oe ae : 4 4 #] a 
who participated in the Washington news conference will provide a second chance to be ! Ce - si BA ice 
informed. The following are excerpts from the publishers’ statements. (A full transcript of ff Ss 3 A 4 a I= ‘ i 
the press conference, including the statements by participating Congressmen, will appear in as es - J ei i P . 

a forthcoming booklet to be published by the Council on Interracial Books for Children.) an | Hh ie 7 : iq 
4 aes Br iy a " 

Cortland Cox dosephiO knee 

timate decision they have to make myths surrounding what it takes to and we're not a minority in the trance of the Indian Historian Press ueehelicard 

to turn away. I think if you study be a publisher. You hear abouthow —_ world. We write books for a particu- _into the field of book publishing has Tondo ne veo men Ihelba fae the 
the biographies of most of the so- you've got to have the editorial lar audience of quality, and the im- brought a realization of the rich Tadicn Historian Press = financial 
called Black militants, they've been knowhow, the technical knowhow. _ portant thing, I think, is writing literary vein still to be tapped about helper even ane eae 

the most accommodating Black peo- You get the impression, if youre books of quality that cover truth the original Americans. We Native government, liber “and fom a 

ple in the country who’ve done the not in publishing for 20,000 years and writing books well and with Americans have the talent, the ex- publishers es well 
best they could somehow to make that you’re not competent to be a certain standards of excellence. It pertise and the knowledge to be 

people understand and [come] publisher. So you are told, why seems to me that the one thing successful publishers in the best So far, no publisher has given us 
together... . don’t you become an editor insome Drum and Spear Press is trying to do tradition. We can make a profound _ help. One publisher is now trying to 

fs Now, I think the problems of publishing company and maybe ina is not trying to prove ites) Bio can contribution to this country as we cut us down. We say to them: please 

minority publishing are very simple. little while you can get somewhere. Well, let me say what we ne oy Ine have influenced its heritage. We don’t walk on our heels. We can be a 

One of them is finance. There are First of all, the Blacks who have _ to do rather than what we re trying Indians want the opportunity to great asset to the publishing profes- 

several ways — obviously I think that been in these companies have not not to do. One thing that Drum and bring the richness of our history, sion, stimulating new thought, new 

contributions to the proposed Mi- gotten anywhere. Even when ey Spear is ryan, to do is to say that our poetry, our songs, and our avenues and qualities of expression. 

nority Book Industry Development become senior editors, it doesn’t Black people in the world have a spiritual power to the people of this This country is desperately in need 

and Insurance Fund will help alot— _make a difference. Because the per- history, a culture, a religion. That land. In the literature and the text- of creative talent, progressive and 

it doesn’t have to be too much. I son who decides whether or not a essentially the Black people of the books of this country the true innovative ideas. We want a chance 

think there can be contributions book gets published is the publisher. United States are a segment, not of Indian voice has not yet been heard. to make our own contribution in 
from large corporations, from foun- Then there is the whole problem American history as Wee al but For the good of this country, we satisfying this need. 
dations, from churches, as well as of authorship. This concerns me be- _ of the wider history which is Black 

from individuals. I remember a cause evenif youdo raise the money, _ history or African history. 

young woman read the book we then you discover that most of the Now, the one thing that book 

published on the Chicago Eight best Black authors are unavailable to publishers do in the United States — 

Trial, and she sent me a check for you as a Black publisher. There is a and historians do when they talk MINORITY PUBLISHERS 

five dollars. In some ways, that was gimmick now in which some Black . history, o ae oe ar ‘The following ure-thé minbrity. publishers Mews (acne Goma 

a eon On goes oe oe one ea, iH : alk are the houses profiled by the Council’s Minority Publishing Committee 
She really meant it. covering their next three books, about food, and when they t in the featieed Mawwh 1S ike of Publonarh Washi.” aed wee 

: > 
I think there are other things that sometimes their next four books. about anything else, is they refer to oe er z s 

‘ f : ‘ ority Publishing: New Voices Are Heard. 
‘can be done. The Small Business In so doing, once again, you buy the Europe. They refer to their own i 

Pediainistration’s regulations have to Black author out of the market and backgrounds. They refer to the The list below does not pretend to be exhaustive. The Council 

‘be modified. It does not make sense nobody else has access to that genesis of what they are talking welcomes information on new publishers, so that the list can be ex- 

ina society that is power-oriented to _ author. Generally, he doesn’t have a about. The history of America isa panded in future issues. 

keep saying that minority activity tough agent or a tough-minded law- continuation of European history, AFRO-AM PUBLISHING CO. DW ARDIWASUYDENTERESE 

| minority economic activity — can  yer-who can break the contract. and it has to be recognized as such. 1727S. Indiana Avenue P.O. Box 621 ; 
only be restricted to what they call I would like to suggest in this Now, it seems to me that if we are oe aa ee Tee een ae 
“grass roots.” The country, it’s been area that the publishing industry, going to be honest _and truthful ret) ‘A. Ballener Watts 

‘said, can bail Lockheed out of its like the medical profession, be wil- with ourselves, essentially when we —_ BARRIO PRESS TERSON wane renUIEGEEe 

‘crisis, At the same time, minority _ ling on its own to abolish the clause _ talk about Black history, when Wwe eae 209 West 97th Street 
. 5 ‘ : talk about the history of Indian Denver, Colorado 80203 New York, New York 10025 people are told that in order to get by which a publisher has an option ry , hecirde meleads ie ee 

money you have to have a grocery on an author’s next work. I think an people, when we talk about the his- BACK Ace pennatess ae ee eg 

store. And then you are told later author should go to a publisher only tory of Chicano people, we oe 135\ University, Avenite TART Maat 

that in order to have money for a__ if he wants to. I think that should understand their antecedents. We pg ittaig, New York 14214 San Francisco, California 94117 
grocery store, you have to have a depend on the performance of a must understand their moots a order Okechukwu Mezu Jeanette Henry & Rupert Costo 

neighborhood community. They given book. If this is done, it will _ to understand what the ek 18 _ BLACK STAR PUBLISHERS _ EUEUE ATONE 

know very well that when you have _ free a lot of Black — as well as white presently. aes I thin! - u a 8824 Finkle Street a 7 A eee 

sixty or seventy people trying to authors — to go where they want to our TMS: TU ae ing might ; Detroit, Michigan 48200 El Paso, Texas 79905 

supervise $20,000, you will have go and give new publishers a chance somewhat different es ae o BROADSIDE PRESS Ricardo Sanchez 

sixty or seventy people fighting for to consider new authors. ... the other brothers an sisters, yu ae oe es NEW DIMENSIONS PUBLISHING CO. 

| pennies. You can see this in Harlem. think that mene ay) do we disagree ae anit 1st Wert 25 —_ le 

You can see this in most other Black CORTLAND COX, representing ©” the major principles oe Be John Hits 
neighborhoods. Drum and Spear Press: . . . 1 think people should: publish things for “= ae eek igre THIRD PRESS 

Then we have problems of edi- that books by Black publishers — Black people in terms of the au- New York, New York 10016 444 Central Park West 

torial and technical considerations. and I do not use the word minority dience they address themselves to.... . Oswald White Net one New on po 
This is one of the areas in which I publishers purposely because I view DRUM AND SPEAR PRESS Soe ey aCe, ek 
think the publishing industry be- that when you talk about Black pub- 1802 Belmont Road, N. W. 7850 S. Ellis Avenue 
hayes very much like the medical fishers you're talking about writing JEANNETTE HENRY, editor of pore: Le 20009 Chicago, Illinois 60619 
profession. There are tremendous books for Black people in the world, the Indian Historian Press: The en- Sees Don L. Lee 
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Cultu ral Imperialism Puerto Rico (an obvious source), 

A S uy and even teachers from Puerto Rico 

gainst Puerto Ricans have been barred from teaching in 

. 
New York city schools on the INFORMATION 

~ 

Entire Next Issue of Bulletin Devoted To grounds of “speech impediment” — 

Analysis of Puerto Rican Children’s Book World * eee ee CLEARING HOUSE 
We charge that the cultural dis- 

In the course of preparing ma- children are likely to name Abraham orientation and the high rate of 

terials for the article on children’s Lincoln as the “man who freed the practical illiteracy consequent on 

books in and about Puerto Rico, slaves,” never having heard — at factors such as these have served to We have s ; i i 4 . 

announced in the Bulletin’s last least not ina Ne — about the Testrict_ most Puerto Ricans in the (Indian le eee ee a eens Veena 

i i i ont US. to the class of low-paid menial F : : - The magazine is 48 pages, 6” x 9” 

issue, we have been struck forcibly Puerto Rican abolitionist and pa- t BO pet printed in two colors, and published bi-monthl: i iti i : 

by two factors of paramount im- triot, Ramon Bentances. workers, and might as well be the school year. The Bes for a subscripti < te 5 fox edihone during the 

portance. First, the amount and e Puerto Rican attempts to re- result of deliberate conspiracy bulk orders. Send to Indian Histonax Es : ro ne age nea 

variety of evidence of U.S. manipu- capture their history and their self- against them. Francisco, Calif. 94117 a 4 Megenie Ayers eg 

lation of the Puerto Rican self-image have been thwarted. For ex- + We charge that the frustration ; 

image; and, second, the clear rela- ample, a University of Puerto Rico put a way a the honestly con- 

tionship between that manipulation special program of the early 1960's, cerned Puerto Rican educators in ‘ A 

and te U.S. racist and vobonialict Crate bees aimed at aieaane their own land have resulted in a Vee) ie Hii Reraney does come er ihe bes opm 

exploitation of Puerto Rico and its students to a higher consciousness of shortage of skilled Puerto Ricans. The iS Ace ‘5 w oe struggles of minority groups against oppression. 

mecple. fei hesloey culture, and dbatay The supply is insufficient even ee pale - ae ee is a must for all our readers, and is well suited for 

Recognizing that one brief article _ recently succumbed to political the island’s own needs. Anglo- Pra tien Genter gs ee e aia up. Available from Race Relations Infor- 

can not begin to do justice to the pressures. Americans take advantage of this to ewe ple ea ee 

problem, we will devote our entire e There is evidence that federal find well-paying jobs in Puerto Rico, 

next issue of the Bulletin (Winter funds for bilingual education pro- enjoying a climate, clean air and Ge cae) 

1972) to an examination i such grams (in vee to charges fhe tropical beaches while Puerto: Ricans See Materials mm English and Spanish Relating to Puerto Rican 

facts and charges as the following: tural discrimination against Spanish- "© forced into New York City slums eal rie ae in June, is available from the Connecticut Migratory 

¢ The English language wasforci- speaking people in the U.S.) have and left to fight the D Train summer : Ht ee rogram, University of Hartford, 200 Bloomfield Ave., Hartford, 

bly imposed on Puerto Rico as the been used in Puerto Rico to support crowds to get to Coney Island’s pol- onn. : 117. It lacks annotations, but we think it is a good listing, and it 

language of instruction in its schools _ education in the English language. In luted waters. ca Dec oe eed of other current bibliographies. All these 

SN ONOEeaiete Hranklin’ DL) the ches of Puerto Ricot this amounts + Finally, we charge that the at- ante show the utter paucity of books relevant to Puerto Rican 

Roosevelt and Secretary of the In- to a deliberate perversion of the least-de-facto system of cultural dis- S : i ae for our Council bulletin’s next issue which will be devoted 

terior Harold L. Ickes are only two Federal program’s avowed intent. crimination practiced against the rnieehy So tivation enrol 

of many U.S. political figures who e Schools in the United States children and people of Puerto Rico 

intervened personally to enforce this with large Puerto Rican enrollment: robs them of political rights and : 4 

language policy. Political pressures such A the New York City Be perverts even the U.S. government's tal eo oe se roe ae ee a 

Ei gs illeperste vo eastern system, have been eabninally slow to self-avowed principle of political eae lack an . ee A communities, offers educational materials 

the use of English as the language of recognize the special needs and prob- freedom for all peoples. A people Ben ee ae a eens wlio teat below grade level. A CNS 

instruction in many of the island’s lems of Puerto Rican children. In who are deprived of self-knowledge t a . adi Vi ae OU nae the Bes aS can be used for social 

private schools. spite of studies and pronouncements, and of respectable self-image are oe cL Te oe The espe ctod ae ae oe classroom and 

e Textbooks used in Puerto attempts to provide an adequate effectively barred from self- me t eeu ita oe Drug kit is being sold in class sets (30 

Rican schools, even when in Spanish, education to Spanish-speaking chil- determination. a pane a es ee Z ee) . eS vn oe tas ea = 

are generally translations of books dren amount to little more than West 135th $ : Paes ‘Yo cE Sa 

prepared for mainland Anglo- tokenism. 
te treet New York, NY 10027. 

American children. Puerto Rican * Though U.S. educators blame 

a recognize in them neither much of their failure to resolve the Armando Rendon 

themselves nor their island. above on lack of adequate materials 

¢ History taught to Puerto Rican and a lack of bilingual teachers, legal Authors New Book Be Miss Muffet Fights Back is a list of books about girls — books con- 

Iaildren is escontially the history cf and economic restrictions inhibit ihe ce a : sidered by the Feminists in Children’s Literature to be the least sexist of 

ie Tiited States. Puerto Rican- publication of exch materials in oe a 2 ea w Mass serra 50¢ to P.O. Box 4315, Grand Central Station, 

cent; it operates through some aes i 

“a ° wn unique methods; and it poses new 

a tt t le Black Sambo problems for the Anglo dominant 

ms ‘ society. Portraits: The Literature of Minorities is a 70-page bibliography that tries 

Gn S C A n da n A v, This movement is growing in to identify “printed materials of literary quality” that relate to Blacks, 

LOL many directions, from the union Chicanos, Indians and Asian Americans. Aimed for junior and senior high 

by Kerstin Stjarne literature Gd Stackholm, Mary offices in California to the camp- school students, it is prepared by a Los Angeles committee of librarians, 

EIT HEee Simtoee Orvig — was a hint of criticism ven- sites and courthouses of New teachers and curriculum consultants. The bibliography has the merit of 

; co peri : oe i Mexico, and eastward into the providing longer-than-usual annotations. By far its b fferi 

ence in’ Scandinavia shows how ‘ured, and disposed of: “In today’s} i545 of Chicago and New York by minor : ad y far its best offerings are books 

Sioughdesn</and ignorance bhir TIGA INHInch Gaifothas become pee ae ag a ew York. eat writers, and it is unfortunate that racial authorship is not 

the power of judgment of otherwise something of a problem, and in the sivity Oe = Hs ae a oe ain cae peue: De fea Betacub ee ra ay beck 

perablepecple with the fect inten: inflamed racial climate that now pre- 4 Jenial re ie i ; 7 iB groun 4 the writers, and let students decide for themselves who is better 

hontan the world. vails it has been considered aie Oe ics eet 7 equipped to write on minority themes: white writers or non-white writers. 

The book was introduced into  ‘Timinating and derogatory to the aie revitalizati i ee a 

Sweden in 1945 and met with Negroes. For us this is a good thing, cents Se Coe a ad 

instant and continuous praise. The to know, but it should not be a Ou Sol ee The Office of Education appropriations bill for fiscal : 

classic Swedish handbook of chil.  Tea8on to give up the charming and Abe pre are now in) contains $35 million for biling i. awit 1972 (which we 

dren’s literature, widely used for the funny book.” With insight and determination, signed by Nixon, but it is yet early to di “a ae ee Tall igs been 

last 25 years by librarians and teach- Bonniers, Sweden’s biggest pub- Armando Rendon has written a be released. : : oeto Ge teemanent allithe moneyeyill an fact 

ers, Bolin — Zweigbergk “Barn och lishing house, had no intention of comprehensive manifesto that is not 

bécker,” pronounced Little Black giving it up. In 1964 a fourth hard. only an economic, philosophical, . 

Siiba acundiaeneable. in sever, cove® cdition| was published in co- Political, and spiritual history of his READERS’ HELP REQUESTED ON “LITTLE BLACK SAMBO” 

nursery.” The handbook added: “It operation with the Danish publishing people, but a call to action as well. 

has the spark of genius that makes a house Gyldendals. In 1969 appeared The title of the book is Chicano 5 Sadly, at this late date, Little Black Sambo is very much alive in 

fairy tale an immortal work of art, the eleventh Danish edition, and the Manifesto. It will be published by libraries throughout the country. The Council on Interracial Books for: 

that in a seemingly simple story telle cover blurb says the book has sold Random House in October. Children is planning a major statement in booklet form, which will ind 

you something about the art of 265,000 copies. Armando Rendon was a runner- analyses and opinions from multi-cultural sources. We request our reader: 

living.” Bonniers has reached’even more | Up 10F unpublished Chicano writers to take part in this endeavor, which we hope will relegate Little Black 

Netrantleiiedhandbools ax thi Swedish children with the message in the Third Annual Contest of the Sambo to where it belongs. We ask you to share your comments and ex- 

edition in 1966 — updated by the of Little Black Sambo inthe antho- Council on Interracial Books for | periences. Send anything from a paragraph to an article to the Council at 

director of the Institute of Children’s logy of famous children’s literature — Children. ¢ 9 East 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016. | 

continued on page 8 

| . Page.6 ae Se ae ee 
i



iE 66 339 . 

; KLACISM Art Directors, Take Note aioe ae 
- S Tf / R fi ewarde 

ic gS aN TF I LPI I Ry 
JL BSOCOCO0 OB OG OOSON COICO HF F 

> SE GM cm gee) Reviewed by Albert V. Schwartz 
en 7 (GN LEONEL ‘ = 7 Rather than praise for literary Midway in the book Phillip under- 

| Oe = 5 Tam or achievement on behalf of “brother- goes a conversion — or so the author 
Rey eee £4 ‘ hood,” The Cay by Theodore would like the reader to believe. 

— en a rete 8 oe ' Taylor (Doubleday 1969) should be This is the “character growth” of 

Rew ee gE. oe am castigated as an adventure story for young Phillip that is supposed to 
: ® Ho ER ata : std “ai white colonialists to add to their contribute to the literature espous- 

d <— i — ee racist mythology. That the major ing “brotherhood.” If Phillip’s rac- 
; 4 g Be ss EN ae tt as ee review publications* and the five jst attitudes were to undergo sub- 
a | a ie NS Lo ed ae eowenn »\ organizations** that gave itliterary  gtantive change, were Phillip really 

‘ fin ere ‘a : 7 * \ meet | awards — one even for “brother- to have his consciousness raised and 
rs are mn [i a TT. hood” — so totally misinterpreted grow in human understanding as a 

ey Th ll (egy BSN gine ae The Cay’s meaning supports the  esult of his close association with Yes [SISN mm fi 2 i s ! Pree | fel ; =e 1B SF charge that children’s book publish- Timothy — all well and good. But [} \ Ss | rN 8 yaa aieenes y 5 eer eee ina PT ag i ing is indeed a racist institution. this just doesn’t happen. All that 
ie ous re Pie etelec nema il © eam tg The Cay is the story of the initia- changes in Phillip’s growth is a shift == ys : 8 pee 

vale tion of a white upper-middle-class jn the direction of his racism. 
KENNETH M. JORDAN is a graduate of of Graphic Services of the Atlantic Rich- boy into his superior role in a Binnie Tate in an article dealin 5 = yi IP ig 
Pratt Institute and a See of poe Co. oe cca ae colonialist, sexist, racist society. with authenticity and the Black ex- 
Advertising Design at New Yor! ‘om- jordan may be reac! at - yt mene iT £ S a * > 
munity College. He is currently working Avenue, Jamaica, New York 11434. Tel.: Colonialist, because the pea a Penenccs in children’s books (School 
as Assistant Art Director in the Division 723-0919. Curacao and most other people of [Library Journal, October, 1970) 

es the Caribbean Isles, where the story states that, from the Black point of 
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