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Florence works for her room
and board, carries a heavy
schedule, and consequently
has little time to devote to
outside activities. During the
fall she had difficulties with
her school work, an unsatis-
factory situation with her em-
ployer, and felt as if her life
at school was proving a great
disappointment to herself and
her parents. During the fall
she was contacted by a
YWCA member, and taken to
a tea at which she met other
girls in situations similar to
her own. Some of her loneli-
ness disappeared when she
realized her case was a fairly
common one. She received so
much comfort and reassur-
ance from the afternoon of
fellowship that she started
coming to all the YWCA
functions. Through a Y com-
mittee she had a chance to
ameliorate her working condi-
tions; the tutoring group at
the YM helped her with her
studies, and the healthfufl ac-
tivities of the Y proved to be
a satisfactory outlet for Flor-
ence'’s energies.
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At mid-semester, math and
chemistry had Bob down, dis-
couraged and doubtful of his
ability to do college work.
He couldn’t understand his
poor showing, for he was a
student of average intelli-
gence and had “a fine high
school record.”

A friend introduced him to
a counselor who was helping
with the YMCA Study Tech-
niques program with whom he
met two hours a week for
three weeks. He learned to
pick out the important points
and labored less over count-
less details.

Bob’s counselor learned of
his inadequate preparation in
math in high school. Weekly
reviews in an elementary alge-
bra text and scheduled inde-
pendent work at home
brought a much better under-
standing of math.

His experience in the study
program brought him better
than average grades at exam
time, renewed his confidence
in himself, and gave him ad-
ditional time for essential so-
cial contacts.

UNIVERSITY YWCA

* The purpose of the University of Wisconsin YWCA is to build
a fellowship of women and girls devoted to the task of realizing
in our common life those ideals of personal and social living to
which we are committeed by our faith as Christians.

Christian principles, which are fundamental to the campus
YWCA program, are particularly needed by young people today.
This year the YW CA is making a special eflort to take the organi-
zation out into the campus and to the student to meet this need.
In this critical time there are many forces at work, disrupting the
lives and thinking of students who become confused for lack of
objectives. The University YWCA program serves as a bulwark
to many students who feel a need for guidance and crave an oppor-

tunity for useful self-expression.

Last month the University
YMCA received a dollar bill
and a letter which marked the
final chapter in a story of rug-
ged honesty and dogged per-
sistence in the payment of a
ten year old debt. In 1930 a
gangly, poorly clad negro stu-
dent borrowed $25.00 from a
YMCA loan fund to pay first
semester fees. He expected

funds soon to repay the loan,

Somehow the money did
not materialize, and the de-
pression years and his color
made unemployment difficult.
But the student was grateful;
frequently he visited the of-
fice and explained that he
would pay as soon as he
could, although he was find-
ing it difficult to even clothe
and feed himself. Occasional-
ly he would pay a dollar.

At the end of his sophomore
vear he was forced to drop
school; he left Madison and
sought :'mpluymt-m elsewhere.
Every few months he would
write to explain why he could
not pay, or enclose a dollar.
Always there was a note of
hope.

The final dollar was re-
ceived on February 12, and
he was mailed his promissory
note marked “Paid in Full.”

John’s YMCA counselor re-
ports that John comes from a
poor farm in northern Wis-
consin and is one of a very
large family. He sets pins in
a bowling alley to defray col-
lege costs. Up until a few
weeks ago he was indifferent
toward his studies. Nothing
really interested him. At times
he complained of certain phys-
ical ills. He had given no
thought to the choice of a vo-
cation. In his reading he com-
prehended little. Other causes
for his poor work became ap-
parent. He craved intimate
friendships but was unable to
take the necessary steps to-
ward making them. He want-
ed to date girls but had never
dated. He used to play the
violin but had given that up.

With aid of his counselor,
with whom he meets regular-
ly, John has learned many
things. Clinical examinations
have shown that certain ills
were imaginary. This semes-
ter he is taking violin lessons.
He is interviewing vocational
counselors. He meets regular-
ly with a group of students in
which he dances and dates.
He is rapidly becoming more
interested in the world and
the things going on around
him on the campus. He is be-
coming more interested in his
studies.
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Jane was moody and blue.
She felt as if she didnt fit
very well into the University
community, partly due to un-
satisfactory rooming house
conditions. Her roommate was
neurotic, and there were
forced associations with other
girls in her house whose views
and behavior were incompati-
ble with her own. She ac-
cepted an invitation to at-
tend a YWCA membership
meeting. Other YWCA meet-
ings followed. Companionship
with like-minded girls devel-
oped. “It has been such a
treat,” she says, “to be with a
group of girls who can talk
without yelling at each other,
or saying unkind and cutting
u-mdllw about everything any-
one says.” With help, Jane
has |)un able to change the
tone of her rooming house,
and she has developed a feel-
ing of confidence and mastery
of her own life.

Mary is a popular sorority
girl, honest and intelligent,
and a leader in several cam-
pus activities. Looking about
the campus she decided that
she wanted the companionship
of university girls other than
the privileged ones with whom
she has been living. She
joined the YWCA. She met
and talked and planned YW-
CA programs and activities
with girls wholly self-support-
ing, girls partly self-support-
ing, girls extremely shy, some
with personal problems far
more difficult than anything
she had known before.

-

This new appreciation of
the difficulties un d e r which
many live has resulted in
Mary putting forth every ef-
fort to better the social oppor-
tunities of many students who,
for one reason or another,
have been denied a wholesome
social life on the campus.

1940-41 YMCA Budget
STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Conferences and Conventions.............
Foreign Students

}h.mu. and ]’Ampilh- s
G Im.tm.l-l t L S
Commuter’s C |||I; ....... CESER W (N
Co-op Eating Club

and Activities
How-to-Study....
Peace Con
Rehabilitation....
Religious Activities
Sophomore Activities,
Student Town Hall

ission

Tutoring (.mu]n— e
Vocational Guidance
Wisconsin Men Publications
Contingent Fund
State and National Subse

ADMINISTRATION

Secretaries Salaries

(two full-time and one part-time and

Retirement Fund.. o
I'vavel Expense 2%
|‘rirlll‘l| Matter and Fi
Pos
inlt}!lmm and Te
Accounting Se

Office Exy
Books Purchased and ]l indbook F

Contingency i

YMCA Dormrrory INcomE
ExrENSES . S

g 50.00
10.00

10.00
40.00
10.00
100.00

§ 750.00

wdent olerical)

Vera is a quiet girl, hardly
outstanding in any group.
When first one meets her, the
hidden resources of the girl
are unnoticed. During the fall
Vera came to all the discus-
sion groups of the YWCA,
some of them led hy well-
known faculty members,
others by students. She par-
ticipated in these meetings
and gained in poise and con-
fidence. Finally she suggested
that a group be organized for
the purpose of exchanging
ideas on the values of life,
hoping to arrive at some defi-
nition of “the good, the true,
and the right.” Under her
leadership a small group has
been organized and meets reg-
ularly for a common exchange
of ideas particularly concern-
ing religious problems.

Vera seems to be putting
more enthusiasm into her
school work and outside ac-
tivities as a result of the
thought she has given to many
questions of every-day living
and a realization of definite
progress.

Bill, a junior, had decided
to quit school because of poor
arades, despite the wishes of
his parents and the recom-
mendation of his faculty ad-
viser. He conferred with one
of the YMCA secretaries who
knew him to be intelligent.
He knew the quality of
some work done on a YMCA
committee. At high school
Bill had been a leader and in
the school spotlight. Here in
the university he had com-
pletely dropped out of extra-
curricular activities and was
not working to the limit of
his abilities.

The secretary recommended
resuming his extra-curricular
interests, and a conference of
the secretary with his faculty
adviser resulted in ironing out
difficulties with one of his in-
structor

Bill is joining a popular
university sport, has bheen
elected president of an im-
portant student group in the
YMCA program and is doing
a capable job. He is now find-
ing school interesting and ex
pects better grades.

UNIVERSITY YMCA

* The University of Wisconsin YMCA provides opportunities for
students, working together with other students and faculty mem-
bers, to meet personal problems and social responsibilities in the
light o} the best Christian traditions.

In the face of general world-wide confusion today, the individual
student derives a stabilizing influence from participation in this

progrant.

Problems and expressed needs of students are dealt with
through programs initiated and carried out by student committees,
chairmen of which comprise the YMCA cabinet.

Rigid adherence to the principle of student expre.

on an ff if’flfl.'-

ership results in the development of a fuller appreciation of the
democratic process, and in students learning to tackle the prob-

lems o] every-day living.
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