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— NG Ce S| ELNEGRITO SZ SAMBO | > P ug Ve I read and adored as a child. It is 
| Ae . el ae 4 : cf ie... me | a bit of a shock to find that those 

oo Wi yy ee iat x | Ps 5 , a < Ny o/s) oe \ gs P| literary treasures that made their dis- 
ef ¥ ee By my Me =p sm . 4 c ; . os “ ef a we ye oO tinct mark on our young and tender 

oe XN ae ca a | = ° e : - a ony J DA Y he Wis b a selves and—more importantly —large- 

| es oe tl . ee reg |= |_ly shaped our view of the outside 

eee — oh C—~—ssSsSS | were. They are either duller, more 

Shown above are examples of Spanish books which have recently been imported for distribution to bilingual pro- racist, less complex or more badly 

grams. A future issue of the Bulletin will question the relevance and examine the racism and sexism of these books. written than we knew. Even the con- 

tent often differs very much from what 

- ee oo He we remember. 

; ee This shock of "non-recognition" is 
Critiques of this year's New- Misgivings About The Giving Tree especially obvious when it comes to 

bery Award winner—The |] BOOK REACHING CULT STATUS Oe ee 
=e . Oo content wil our wn priv: 

peed ieee SPR SCR GLORIFIES SEXIST VALUES vision of them, but with everybody 

By Barbara A. Schram else's as well, since even if people 

‘ i ; ‘ s have not actually read a classic they 
500 Librarians | spor athe paste titre: Sears wybiiney’ lished in o7O) eae object lessonin. know if well a MenbV OSTigg 2 

“A d C il sai nL il GNSS would "BE mmol al enough y, print Take Robinson Crusoe or =a = 
fen OUNCI Schuster) has been my favorite "hor- this kind of propaganda. complete title reads: The Life and 

‘: rible" example of the kind of overt Shahge Suman Masesares of Rob 

: Presentation at ALA sex-role stereotyping that lurks with- 5 ee Ue 9 nce oe 

ss 7 in the pages of seemingly innocent A HORRIBLE EXAMPLE : NE ee eo OBO Maer ele 

The Council's presentation, "How to | children's books. I take it along with NS CLLEGE LARS ETE a 
a Rebecca ay ea gl me when I lead discussion groups and How wrong I was! I've just dis- ” alee een Fee pie 

~ eae ic aefane eR aaa iS usually simply read it aloud. A few covered a new and equally horrible River of Oroena dae: having been cast 

: The a ae ie ‘ y fe times I've been able to get hold of a example in Shel Silverstein's The Giv- an Shoré by Shivwreck. whereon all 
- een i. e ae @ projector so that I can flash on a ing Tree (Harper & Row). Although | 4, Cae ? hin a 

: Ata Noa ee es screen—larger than life—its humor- this was written ten years ago it has Paes) fee oe _— 
[ heldiinciie Mmpire Roem of the Wale ous line drawings and simple declara- recently been reissued in a spanking debocda to Pynaee Water o z 7 

- Hore Ncioein tive statements. new edition, and according to its pub- sete ¥ : yee 

Th ae - My audiences greet the first few lisher, it has sold over a quarter of x fi 2 

- peer ued CD sestured: a slide | pages with nervous giggles. As the a million copies. (It is interesting to The first part of Robinson Crusoe, 
survey of stereotypes in "classic" chil- | cruelty of the text escalates the giggles note that sales of this book began puplishedsanpenglandain | ii oawes 

: dren’ s books and modern award-win- | give way to surprised gasps and oc- slowly but suddenly accelerated in Daniel Defoe's first fictional work, and 
a ning books; (2) linked the issues of | casional angry jeers: 1968, and since then sales have it was written when he was sixty years 

racism and sexism and urged that Bove are doctors, .Ginle are nurses: doubled each year. It seems The Giv- | Old. It was an instant success, and 
» both issues be battled simultaneously; Boys are football players, Girls are ing Tree has achieved almost a cult | the second part was published later 

(3) provided a forum for critiques of cheerleaders. : status —like Jonathan Livingston Sea- | in the same year. 
~ The Slave Dancer and Duffy and the Bove vent eee Girls use the things gull—among college students and In brief, the story is as follows: 

Devil, this year's Newbery and Calde- Boge fix things Gin need ice teed: young adults.) In 1651 young Robinson Crusoe, bent 
cott award winners; and (4) led to the Boys are Presidents, Girls are First The Giving Treehas abroad appeal | On adventure and exploration, leaves 
creation of a Task Force of Librar- Ladies. to readers, With itsengaging drawings, | England for Guinea, where he buys 

~= jans to work with the Council to pre After these statements, it is easy to seemingly sophisticated theme, and | gold dust for £40, which yields him 
: pare action strategies to counteract | get a group actively discussing the witty expression, it becomes a much £300 on his return to London. He 

racist and sexist stereotypes. way children's books stereotype and more dangerous book than Whitney then makes a second trip to Guinea, : 
. The slide show, narrated by distort the image of women and other Darrow Jr.'s pedantic pre-school pic- but the ship is pirated and he is taken 

Al Schwartz, assistant professor of | oppressed peoples to reinforce an un- ture book. The jacket of The Giving | to Sallee, an Arab (Moorish) port, 
a children's literature at Richmond Col- | just status quo. Tree describes it as "a moving par- where he is made a slave for two 

lege (SUNY), began the presentation. I'd used this book so often I'd begun able for readers of all ages that of- years. With a young Moorish boy, 

. Using past and present Newbery and to weary of it. I'd also begunto think fers an affecting interpretation of the Xury, he manages to escape in a small 
Caldecott winners as examples, Pro- that it was unfair to use a book pub- _ gift of giving and a serene acceptance fishing boat, hoping to be picked up 

: pei Schwartz argued that racism of another's capacity to love in re by some European ship. 

ee ee 0 area rence arecrd or 1, UE Se Dame aa pe ab | Tale Se eng ea 
. marks focused on ways to detect UT UG Tet eti ee RORY zine and recommended as "just right ae ee 
= stereotypes in both fiction and non- a (ay) NM eae giving." 

fiction books. ; YS f- TIS ‘ 4 e book tells the story of a young Sy eg a eae areas et eer 

4 ARG Kan (Y ree yt) = fe boy's life-long relationship with a tree. CONTENTS 
z 1S RD-WINNER a Bs Ke WZ GIy, %, In his youth he gathers her leaves, 0 Attend Council Presentation 1 

: = A SOE RED Lye swings in her branches and eats her Misgivings About "The Giving Tree’’ 1 
» A critique of The Slave Dancerwas eo eae YE {ay V Sone apples. As a teenager he carves his | Robinson Crusoe: A Classic Revisited 1 

: presented by Sharon Bell Mathis, 1 > (Pree KIER valentines in her trunk and lies in her | 74sk Force Fights Sexism 2 
author of several children's books in- ZH) fa Wey VA shade with his sweetheart. As he grows Information Clearinghouse 3 

cluding Sidewalk Story and Teacup bef JARS ay older he shuns childish games al- | [he Slave Dancer 
i Full of Roses. Ms. Mathis, herself a q SATO (eu though the tree implores him to return. Sete io sep tase Book 4 
: student of library science in Washing- D A IRONS He stays away for longer and longer Se ars ae : 

, _ton, D. C., attacked The Slave Dancer q ape periods, and returns only when he Evaluating Books 5 
f as essentially a racist book, citing de- J ¢ needs money to buy things, wood for The Bookshelf eb 
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TASK FORCE FIGHTS tea hg ant ae ste os Gaius bent cf Cases aot awe . sel in front 0 Trusoe ani puts e 

Gontnued rot nage] white man's foot on his own head. Fri- 

SEXISM IN EDUCATION __ | ®: jc: soins ashore *.. - for to day is a Native American, not « run 
have fallen into the hands of any of away Black slave as has been hinted 

the savages, had been as bad as to in some adaptations: "His hair was 
have fallen into the hands of lions long and black, not curled like wool 

Emma Hart Willard was a pioneer cational materials and institutions." and tigers." But when he finally en- ... his face was found and plump; 

in the field of education for women. Workshops are geared to making | counters some inhabitants of the area, his nose small, not flat like the ne- 

In 1814 she began the Middlebury teachers aware of their own sexist be- |"... quite black and stark naked," groes; a very good mouth, thin lips, 

(Vermont) Female Seminary which of havior and attitudes, as well as to the | he finds them completely decent and and fine teeth well set and white as 

fered classical and scientific studies sexist content of classroom texts. | kind; they share their food with Cru- ivory." 
on a college level. She advocated state Teachers are involved in small discus- | soe and the Moorish boy and bring - § 

government support of women's edu- sion groups, role playing, and in | them water. A Portuguese ship finally Friday is taught that he must ad- 

cation, and in 1819 she moved her games such as one the Task Force | saves Crusoe and sets sail for Bra- dress Crusoe Be Master, and auere is 

seminary to New York so that she calls "Values Voting," in which teach- | zil, but we are not told anything about Hever. Snye cd uesdom 2 Crusoe's mind 
could enlist the state legislature's in- ers respond with one of five gestures | the cargo, even though most traffic in that their relationship must be that 
terest in a program of state-aided indicating degrees of agreement or dis- | these latitudes at that time dealt in of master and slave. Says Crusoe: 

schools for girls. She later established agreement to statements such as: | slaves. pLwee greatly delighted: with him and 

"a female academy" in Troy, where "Boys should operate the audio-visual cane 4 an aes te fee chaps 
women were offered science courses material," or, "Pe fi erything that was proper to make him 

more advanced than those available econonie oie rae parece EROS OE AS 2 BOW NER useful, handy and helpful.” At no time 

at many men's colleges of that time. exercises, Task Force member Mary is Friday referred to as a man or 
The goals of this nineteenth century Sornsin observes, is to let teachers Although Crusoe has escaped slav- a boy or an individual, but always 

feminist educator are being carried reveal their feelings and opinions and ery with the help of Xury, he is not as "the poor savage" or simply "the 

forward today in Minnesota by the eventually to discover how they them- beyond selling this faithful boy tothe creature." "His simple, unfeigned hon- 

Emma Willard Task Force on Edu- selves may be perpetuating a sexist | Portuguese captain who promises "to esty appeared to me more and more 

cation. Founded in 1970 by a group society. Teachers are also given cri- | Set him free in ten years if he turned every day, and I began to love the 
of women whose original members in- teria for evaluating curriculum ma- | Christian." With the money he gets creature; and on his side, I believe 

clude Kathy Olson, Mary Sornsin and terials, and as they examine their text- | for the boy and the sailboat, Crusoe he loved me more than it was pos- 

Gerri Perreault, the Task Force isdedi- books they discover how sexist these | buys land in Brazil and settles down sible for him ever to love anything 

cated to eliminating discriminatory are. As Kathy Olsen observes, "It's as a sugar planter, and as soon as before.” 

practices based on sex in elementary amazing in the books the frequency | he can afford it he buys himself a 

and secondary schools. The group with which little boys rescue their | Black slave. But after four years of | THE FIRST NOBLE SAVAGE? 
seeks to educate not only students and moms— grown women!" prosperity he gets greedy for more. 

teachers but government officials as Teachers are encouraged to develop He makes friends among his fellow- At one point Crusoe falls into a 

well about the nature of sexism. consciousness-raising ideas for their planters and gives "them an account lyrical description of his faithful ser- 

Like Ms. Willard, the Task Force own classes. A project developed by of my two voyages to the coast of vant which might be the first ode 

has worked diligently with state gov- an art teacher, for instance, used styles | Guinea, the manner of trading with 9 the Noble Savage known to lit 
ernment officials. Task Force mem- of clothing to illustrate the roles in negroes there and how easy it was to erature, although oe then we have 

bers have close ties with the Minne which women have been traditionally | purchase upon the coast for trifles— certainly read it often enough. " 

sota State Department of Education's —_ locked. such as beads, toys, knives, scissors, for ieee ian had@aemore faithful, 

own Task Force on Sex Bias (Kathy The Task Force has also published | hatchets, bits of glass, and the like— — joyin i ‘ 
: s - g, sincere servant than Friday 

Olsen is chairperson of this Task a highly acclaimed series of articles not only <eold dust, Guinea prams.1 5-4, 4a. withoutspastions sullen 

Force), and they have conducted on sexism in elementary and secon- | elephants teeth, etc., but negroes, for agg desipn week Steel = 

workshops on curriculum evaluation dary education. Published in book | the service of the Brazil, in great num- ue iG Ne hee < Re a Bs Ee i Al 

for the Equal Educational Opportunity form as Sexism in Education, the | ers." a es Tie hike Gra alla te. 5 tahiee 
regional office. articles cover criteria for examining Robinson Crusoe says he'll behap- ang dare savankwonla have aden! 

When the Task Force learned that materials, recommendations on cur- | py to go there himself to secureenough —f:09q his life fi ie : fmt 

the 1971 Minnesota State Board of  riculum change, a mini-course on | slaves for the other planters and for oe eee enna Bias 

4 Education rule requiring all prospec- women's liberation, and a very ex- | himself. In September, 1659, he sets v a eauEr ike ie mainioth °liter ae 

pic. teochara.ctanteleg mews ri in ee brine Meer ert Ten NOW, os nue) seteya eerie mane stony etre ey cena estates - pa 
. —o . s SH = <= Slay = = as 

of geen tan ae al a Gahan ae Paar ee ere nis eee ee viduals an or institutions ani ribean islands. Crusoe alone suEVIVes, for escape. A mutiny on board a 

y ow an inte organizations. and he swims ashore to the island. i English’ ship idcthattndiseet 
gral part of the human relations train- Among the group's other activities | At this point the story which most of Selig Erccetateare iam tae Senn 
ing required of all Minnesota teachers. has been a collaboration with the Min- | us think of as the adventures of Rob- eee Se es of Rol 
The Emma Willard Task Force esti- nesota Resource Center for Social | inson Crusoe begins Beidey cen Ser) ou ie cns ovens 
mates that its workshops on sexism | Work. This lead to a four-part tel 4 ., to England, where they arrive in 

part tele- Defoe makes us feel exactly what it ‘ 
have reached well over 3,500 teachers _— vision series on sexism in educati 1687, 35 years after he first left home, 
ea ee ear : educa: Oe means to be left alone one, deserted according to Defoe's way of counting 

s e which was shown on Minnesota's island—the grief, despair and small (actually 36 years) 
group's contact with teachers limited to Channel 17. triumphs that are part of thesimplest sf 2 : iti 

this training course. Another 12-week undertaking, But Defoe and Fate are | Here most modern editions of Rob- 
course, taught by three Task Force Brute a ee eae Ge eee te inson Crusoe end, but Defoe had more 

ahanih ora andrentiticd “Womenmnidi so: PLANS ee 4 i . : - to say about his hero. In the original 

ciety," was so successful that the course ap aRe me EOC eg al version, Crusoe returns to London to 

has been repeated and expanded. The Task Force would like to es- Deane Pepe eee ae learn that during his long absence 

The Task Force considers its work tablish a Sexism Awareness Center — a af Sa a 2 ae ri ae his plantation in Brazil has been well 

with teachers to be of paramount im- and increase its work with parents : eae sae mney taken care»of and ‘he can now sell 
portance. "Our greatest frustration," and students. Parents, Task Force pauper Fey roe Cu ee it at a considerable profit. He mar- 

says Gerri Perreault, "is that many members believe, are frequently more with ayy, ties and fathers two eons and one 

people, teachers among them, do not aware of sexist practices than are oe ie nie es his 

see sexism as a serious problem. For school administrators. They can be BGSO Caw G1 1OLCes AHR OM 8 O 260g 

that reason even the most basic and _ influential advocates, for Sates of Tipe ee te an voyage to Hast India. He also visits 

obvious kinds of sexist behavior must the admission of girls to shop courses u his old island, where a colony had 

be pointed out, so that gradually and of their increased participation ae OuS and plants; aces canoe been founded by the mutineers left 
teachers become aware of what their in sports, etc. The Force feels that harvests his corn, raises goats and behind by the ship that had rescued 

words and deeds really meantoothers. _ students have potentially far-reaching | f8hts occasional bouts of depression. him. Thus ends the first part of the 
» At the same time they areshownhow contributions to make in the creation His loneliness HBO pariense, and his original Robinson Crusoe. 

sexist attitudes are built right intoedu- of curriculum and educational ma- Onlyshope:ts that Godiwillsave him: The second part is matnly concerned 
terials. After 15 years he is in for a shock- with the later fate of the colony and 

: The group also wants to develop pe neers eS a Ss see pies r other places, in- 

Interracial methods for dealing directly with sex- ee int e sand—a iscovery t at cluding China an japan. : 

ist materials since non-sexist materials emp orarily robs him of his newly The story of Robinson Crusoe exits 

B k are slow in coming and even when found religious faith. Two years later on several levels. First and foremost, 

00 S they are available, many schools do he again sees the traces of "savages" it is ae adventure story about man's 

FOR CHILDREN not have the money for new materials. es oo meee aa cee survival against great odds. But Ok 

is published eight times a The Emma Willard Task Vorce on i e isl an is pe iodically visite importantly it is a story about man's 

year by the Council on In- Education invites interested individ- y "savages" and in Bye pas fear utter loneliness and fear when he is 

terracial Books for Chil- uals and groups to share ideas with and horror of the cannibalistic rituals isolated from other human contacts. 

dren, 1841 Broadway, New them. Their address and several phone Crusoe thinks: "How do I know what It is also very much the story about 

York, N.Y. 10023. Institu- numbers are, Box 14229, Minneapo- God Himself judges in this particu. a man who has sinned against God. 

tional and contributing sub- lis, Minn. 55414; (612) 333-9076 lar case?" (Robinson disobeyed his father, a se- 

scriptions, $15 a year; indi- 823-7516, 333-6870, 332-3958. Crusoe realizes he can leave the is- vere sin in those days, and when he 

viduals, $8 a year. Sub- ‘i : land only with the help of one of the is shipwrecked on his first voyage, 

scription form on page 8. "savages." He has already dreamed the ship's captain seems to feel that - 

pact ciGasGuaeel Staff: This is the first in a series of profiles about saving one of them, not—as disaster struck because he had taken ~ 

Beadtard Chambers Raith designed to share with our readers one might think after more than 25  0n board a disobedient son.) During 

Charges) Sonia Chin, Nee, the strategies for change that are being years of loneliness—in order to have those many years of loneliness Cru- 

sauDarren Antonia Peres, effectively used by groups or individ- a friend, but to make him his servant! soe becomes deeply religious and re- 

Virginia Rice, Lynn Rosen- uals combatting racism and sexism. The meeting with Friday occurs al- ents; eventually he longs as much 

thal, Barbara Saturnine, We would like to hear from our read- most exactly as Crusoe had dreamed: for God's forgiveness as for release 

Byron Williams. ers about other individuals or groups he saves Friday from pursuingcaptors from his captivity on the island. Rob- 

that should be profiled in future issues. and so impresses Friday with his gun _inson's religious development from a_ .- 

= 1 
ha



—_— 

os a: mae eee SNS dred we seldom read the original. 
PSI MYR ION ON Se ST In most adaptations in both France 

ROPE Se EE Sd yi and Germany we can trace Jean- 
at : ‘Beg "ae FSS Jacques Rousseau's notion that since 
Me <7 al 4 9 ee" s—™\ Crusoe started with nothing the whole 
Ms cow LN feet ee | story is a metaphor for man's evolu- 

LL st | tion. (In fact, in Emile, Rousseau rec- 
aay | 7s | ommended Robinson Crusoe as sole 
ae Ee) SD Ee pm}, reading for his young hero.) Since 
ae 7 = taNa= most Swedish translations have re- 

‘ie A a = A\ Wa lied heavily on German ones it is 
ee 7 X ji ace cn | Wi) }| | now quite clear that as a child I didn't 

7 eae Yee a \ p yp yA) read Robinson Crusoe at all! The | Education & Racism: An Action Manual provides information, program ideas 
es BN Gee oY Wa, AN Robinson Crusoe I remember was a | and ways to deal with institutional racism. A bibilography of literature and Hs ae = ¥ ‘a i story (in the third person) about arich e te BS i Ou 3) a(n the pe - 2 audio-visual materials is also included. The booklet is especially useful for 

a Mae eee |) 2nd idle young man from Hamburg | group leaders dealing with racism awareness. Order from the Foundation 
= Ee ae | who disobeyed his parents and who | 45, Change, 1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023; or from the National Ss 2S = Ee . > 2 +t. > 
Re ee “on Yee}} as a just and well-earned punishment | Fducation Association, Washington, D. C. 20036 (order number 381-12056). $2. ‘ =“ — A ny } was shipwrecked on a deserted island 
\! | CAUSSE INSTRUCTING BRIPAY. § without much more than the shirt on : a : : i f his back te waanit veneloncie due A consciousness-raising leaflet, How Fair Are Your Children's Textbooks? 

i ogep neater” Wace ga ot A i the ‘1 a Sears —he a edi on ihe suggests ways to analyze texts and actions to be taken to insure unbiased 
ir eee ane, y. y material and provides a bibliography. Price for 30 copies is $1.50. Make checks ‘ island for there was a happy boy : 5 4 < : Gh ue payableto the National Education Foundation; order from American Education QS cee Fe eae tiny gases fh scout air about the whole expedition. p 
aR TS Fea . : ieidavtcetie saci welcome helt ciate Week, P.O. Box 327, Hyattsville, Md. 20781. 

ng Friday in an early 

edition of Robinson Crusoe. rather than a feared "savage" (though 
he was still very much the servant), Early Childhood Newsletters: A Selected Guide lists periodicals of interest to 
and together the two walked off into educators, librarians, researchers, parents and others concerned with children. 

callous young man (he never even the sunset—more or less. During all Single copies, T5¢; order from Publications Office, ERIC, College of Educa- 

writes his parents to say goodby) to this Robinson remained a fairly young | tion, University of Minois, 805 W. Pennsylvania Ave. Urbana, Ill. 61801. 
a mature Christian is an important man, for when he returned to England 

theme in the book. he was received by a forgiving father. The magazine Integrated Education: Race and Schools carries articles empha- 
Next to the Bible there is hardly  [ certainly can't recall any religious | sizing research and theory on race and education. A one-year subscription 

another book that has been trans- crisis. My surprises while reading the (six issues) is $8. Send to Northwestern University, Sheriden Rd., Evanston, 
lated into as many languages as Rob- "original" version (Scribner's Illus- Tl. 20201. 

inson Crusoe. This story of a ship- trated Classics, 1957, illustrated by 

wrecked man has been a world-wide N.C. Wyeth), can only be understood Booklegger magazine carries articles, listings and reviews of alternative re- 
best seller for more than 250 years by someone else who has beenthrough | sources (people and organizations) and publications of alternative and in- 
because of its universal theme: it deals _ the same experience. dependent presses. $1.50 per issue; $8 annually (bi-monthly). Booklegger 

ith that which, t to death, we fear But it isn't only in Europe that such | p, 72 Ord St, S y ¢ y) Bs w at which, next to death, Tess. Ord St., San Francisco, Cal. 94114. 
most of all in life— loneliness. "misinterpretations" have been allowed : : 

to linger. Whether infl d ous- ; 3 2a ease Ra ta ee, The Martin Luther King Foundation has prepared "King ... Legacy of a 
NO LOVE INTEREST, NO WOMEN of distorted! versions’ available right Dream," a 29-minute film narrated by James Earl Jones, which shows not 

here— abridged versions, addptations only Dr. Pee work in civil rights but also what effects his work has 
This is a best seller without a love aud Wahid rén'atwersio gel here dite ee. ie on today’ s pacts. The film rents for $50 fox 2 days or sells for $350. 

motif and, what's more, one that to- sence of Robinson Crusoe is changed | — Iso available is "King: Speeches and Sermons," a 45-minute tape with an 
tally lacks the presence of women! One 0 that seven-, eight, and nine-year- introduction by Coretta Scott King, which sells for $7. A filmstrip on the life 
is loath to draw any conclusions from of Dr. King with a reading script and study guide for elementary schools 'y olds can understand. (It should be i e : e that curious fact and the book's tre- will be ready in October. Contact the Martin Luther King Foundation at 309 noted here that at least in New York East 90th St, New York, N.Y. 10028 
mendous success! The only woman City the Public Library refuses to car- BN AOL a 

. poe mentions is Crusoe's mother and ry anything but the authorized, "origi- a ee j ak ae ; ; : z = 
e._ he coos so in-an early scone:"Howey er,—- nai editiois thal are-avatravie> permeate Sirccimmiymarmiantin gs wainy OUrnai~p aire ed™ —————————— 

I did not act so hastily neither as ever, it is not truly the original since | @8¢rS, is a magazine primarily "for, by, and about" the Puerto Rican com- 

my first heat of resolution prompted, it ends a bit sooner than Defoe had munity. Formerly an annual, it will be published monthly beginning this fall. 
but I took my mother, ata time when intended.) Single issues are $1 plus 50¢ postage. Write The Fourth Street i, Box 13, 
I thought her a little pleasenter than 56 Avenue B, New York, N.Y. 10019. 

ordinary, and ‘told “ner, thet my“ [MPERIALISTIC AND RACIST 
thoughts were entirely bent upon see- An up-dated edition of "Fact Sheet on Institutional Racism," a 24-page compi- 
ing the world. . . ." (Italics mine) Over the years, Robinson Crusoe lation of statistics on minority oppression and white control of the American 

Since this is the only description of has been severely criticized for its im- economy, government, education, etc., is available from the Foundation for 
his mother—as opposed to a lengthy perialistic thinking, its Ub ensch | Change, 1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023. Suitable for classroom 
one of his feno ope: is apt to con- mentality and of course for its racism. use; 25¢ each. 

clude that Defoe didn't think much In several of the Swedish editions of 
of women. one Robinson Crusoe is the late 18th century and early 19th | Leake and Watts, a non-sectarian and interracial social service agency for 
indeed a man's book, dealing only century, all references to Crusoe's | children, is establishing a cultural center with material on all ethnic grou s, 

ith f the fe hi oa with men. One of the few things we slave-trade were deleted. As a hero | but with emphasis on Black culture and history. Posters, records and record 
know about Defoe is that he himself gf an important book he could not | Players, books, subscriptions to relevant newspapers or periodicals, etc., would 
left his family when he was seventy! possibly indulge in a practice that | be most welcome. Please send material to Ms. Joan Berner, Leake and Watts, 
A man who leaves his family at the was under violent attack in most of | 463 Hawthorne Ave. Yonkers, N.Y. 10705. 
age of seventy is either senile or in Europe at the time. Racism and im- 

dire need a RCE PS: ade the oe perialism are often part of any book | A demonstration to show support of the independence of Puerto Rico is being 
Sore anc : as is at a “ written in 1719—but it would be im- | organized by The Puerto Rican Solidarity Committee. It will take place October 
Year oe a ae See es a Ee = mensely helpful in the education of | 27th at Madison Square Garden, New York City. Persons interested in attend- 
erie ae Spheaaioe a most young people (and older ones too | ing the demonstration, contributing to it or working on it should contact the 
Del b z ‘i w oe h Soenre? efor thet matter!) if this were explained Committee at P.O. Box 319, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10023. 
pec ieee Ree ee in its historical context either in a 

n; infini : 
linge ae a eri ueapiness foreword or in some other manner A new community center in Edwards, Mississippi, is starting a community 

z es not to allow that kind of think- | library and requests relevant children's books. Please send to James Smith, 
ne Ka oe young and impres- The ieee of Mississippi, P. O. Box 3634, 520 N. President St., Jack- 

BOOK QUICKLY TRANSLATED sionable minds. son, Miss. 39201. 
The sexism is of a much more se- 

; rious variety —the hidden kind. It is 

in ees £ week Bier Henin cae so well hidden in fact that most read- 
soe's first publication, abridged ver- ere @aulee tice (Hate sini h 

sions and adaptations began to ap- ee oe ta eee 

pear; the same year saw the first trans. BOTW mene cecct Oca ie isl mer LE pee : ft i is li Lo OO 
lations into French, German and oe as a GRO IMNS oe SO 

Dutch. In my own country, Sweden, Oey es ees —r—“—“‘_O™iOC Order Your Copy of This New Book Now! 
Z Robinson Crusoe will no doubt be > 2 = Cl 40 different translations and adapta- ong go, a lowentine takdome Andan oe f 

tions have already appeared and J Oe oo pera FAA The Interracial Digest--containing 10 of the best : Pp perhaps because of— its CC 5 many more will undoubtedly come. 3 : sees : ies ieee r neat i ry tackim and tiipenalism talands daa _ DPEMRACIAL pices? = articles from previous Bulletins--is now available. The first Swedish translation was pub- Gorn ent abont @ period 1 " 2 COM In a handy 5 1/2” X 8 1/2" format, the 48-page ; 4 5 peri n our his- LE j ; ; ; ; ie in “~ but = ie oe (org whichemore offen tenet ine: —_—- Digest includes reviews of such children’s classics 
version only appeared in » ani COLAcdiniaeaahec ewan ; | ee as “Doctor Dolittle,” “The Cay,"’ “Charlie and the ‘o. ewpoint of kings yy was given the necessary sub-title: "The P & CCL nv " " given y : Aud philosophers end pole! LL Chocolate Factory’ and “Sounder,” as well as ‘ : 3 politicians —but Ce : pee real, original Robinson Crusoe. seldom from that of an ordinary man. et general articles on the portrayal of minorities in 

And that brings me back to what I - &232~CV children’s books. The Digest is available free to 
first said about our distorted memory LLL er ae Tees J 2 u eu _ &~=~ SES _ New Institutional or contributing subscribers (see of ae aes This is af ABOUT THE AUTHOR = | +2SsaCCiizX«C coupon on page 8) or it can be obtained from the 
ogc ts ae S ae : KIK — who : _— me a8 —rti“‘OiéiOCOCCO Council, 1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023, for m me, is a Swedish journalistwriter who has MMII $250. 
don't. For Robinson Crusoe, theshock been working for the Scandanavian press 

is almost unavoidable since as chil- as a fiction editor. 
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spoken of-asi creature, Many#of the. — racist implications and negefiverilu- 
We are giving special attention to The Slave Dancer on these pages not be- cee ane _incidents regarding sons, there ap eae of The Slave i 5 é é them are prejudicial and totally un- Dancer's historical accuracy. There is, cause its literary racism is any more pronounced than what appears ina > 7 : z - ; : necessary to the development of the for instance, some question about the great many children's books today, but because it has been cited by librarians 5 . . ; 3 x ae : es ‘ ‘ % story. Some of the statements and in- slaves being "Ashantis captured in as the "most distinguished" work of the year. We believe that the librarians ident hich vis dacudea feifalowe iihothe Voruba.vel 
who select next year's most "distinguished" book will want to be aware of a ad a 2 Ae Rte ae te ms . me ee a = oe 
these criticisms. We present, on this page, the views of two black authors; on O7Y '° es Se . or: ab = Saree one enon 

the following page, two white authors look at The Slave Dancer. I won't have Ibos. They're soft as peopres: 3 x 
ce cme melons and kill themselves if they're Certainly there is not enough evi- 

not watched twenty-four hours a day. dence that African chiefs were a pri- 

I will not put up with such creatures! mary force in the slave trade to al- 
(italics added, page 27) low for the consistent projection of 

R = d Di t rti The slaves are never gone!... All this theme. 
acism an 1s O 10ns of Africa is nothing but a bottom- One may also argue the credibility 

P d ee h l D 9 less sack of blacks. (page 63) of the relationship that is portrayedbe- 
erva e aL e S ave ancer . . . the poor, poor black fellows. Poor tween Jessie and the slave boy Ras. 

indeed! Living in savagery and ig- There was no basis for the trust which 

By Binnie Tate norance. Think on this—their own exists between them in the final pas- 
chiefs can't wait to throw them in sages of the story. 

1 
Having a good deal of respect for pation in the slave venture and by Our holst (Gage 65) ae REL eae oe ee Jae 

some of the author's earlier writings, | innuendo places the blame elsewhere. They [the slaves] ain't like us, and of dea rae this eory, with a serious 
I approached The Slave Dancer by A few examples follow: that's the truth. (page 75) = eee ae a US. oe 
Paula Fox with positive expectations. i: i BVEry, GUCNS Ate Very ee 201 
A ; me k E h The native chiefs are so greedy for ... since none of [the slaves] were the Black Experience in America, and fter reading the book, I pushed my our trade goods, they sell their own Ghristian=Fe-would “aGe comusr jie hild a 
nagging negative feelings into the people cheaper than they ever did to ions by léaraing’s angle De eae young children deserve a fair and 
background. Later, during conversa- tempt us to run the British blockade. rey = accurate picture of it, even in a work 
tions and discussions about the book (page 34) A pen Cipiies edded, page 82) of fiction. Instead, as presented, this 
my apprehensions kept eutnccie I thought of the African kings setting Most striking are comments from story has clearly racist leanings. 

upon each other's tribes to capture the boy Jessie: The Newbery-Caldecott Committee Much that was said about the book ocak ' if shut : : 
ine these idiesteslons had taclat the men and women—and children I hated the slaves! T hated their shuf- of the ALA has given this book a 
page eg ee oy rae for all I knew—who would be bar- fling, their howling, their very suf- label of excellence. It therefore be- 
implications, and these implications tered for spirits and tobacco and fering. I hated the way they spat out h ibility of adul ed by tie book loth 2 comes the responsibility of adults who were support y the book. en arms. . . . (page 70) their food upon the deck, the overflow- Care about the eradication of racism 

i i i i buckets, the emptying of which reread The Slave Dancer to determine The chiefs kidnap the children... . ing buckets, ptying of wi tocreen Hie nusch aeceana aide GEOR: 
the reason for this. The slavers give good trade goods tried all my strength. I hated the foul Sl 9g i P e 

At the American Library Associa- for them because they fetch such high stench that came from the holds no poe nett 
tion presentation by the Council in prices in the West Indies. (page 84) 2 = way ae wind blew, as 

. sity ‘: ough the ship itself were soaked with July, Sharon Bell Mathis vividly The following quotes were probably Hume emcee | serhuld Hate ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
pointed out many of the negative as- an attempt to balance this perspective, ' i snatched: the rope from: Spark's hand BINNIE TATE is former children's spe- pects of the story. I support her find- but they are too feeble and have and beaten them myself! Oh God! I jalist for the Los Angeles Public Lib: 2 
ings and would like to suggest that an almost equally negative impact: wished them all dead! Not to hear Sena Sacer ae eer. ee : ‘ é fi i and has taught specialized courses in no matter what the author's intent, this Purvis had said the native kings sold them! Not to smell them, not to know Black materials at the University of Wis- 
book presents grave problems for their own people willingly, yet he'd of their existence. (page 91) consin, Milwaukee, and California State 
those of us concerned with eliminating also told me there were chiefs who Aside from the constantly repeated College, Fullerton. 
children's materials which help per- would sink the ship and kill us if 
petuate racism. they had the chance. (page 62) ee 
_.Told in the first person, The Slave _ The African was tempted and then = ze 

Dancer is the story of Jessie Bollier, material things offered him by debased 
a thirteen-year-old boy who is shang- fader (pase a4) ¢ 
haied and compelled to work on a ae A I 1 Bl k Ch ld 
slave ship. The title derives from the . RO ey blam dete n nsu t to ac 1 ren : : : in the slave trade. Says Jessie, "I 
Bee poate assem ne ntr piay learned then that there were Ameri- i 
his fife and "dance" the slaves, which : ‘ < By Sharon Bell Mathis 

: z can laws, too, against the importing 
was in essence an exercise to keep f sl a a) ate ein 
the slaves alive. o agi (page 2 ne The following article is excerpted from [The buckets are] latrines for the 
Most of the story takes place aboard peo meine Americans are compared the speech given by Ms. Mathis at the blacks. ... Put them where your 

ship. The crew is described, and sev- with the Spanish. When the slaves are = Council's ALA presentation (seepg. 1). fancy suits you. It won't matter to 
1 Big e ated th ely iatee forced to dress up, a crew member them. (page 71) 

Stal Beenes revo says, "[The slaves] ought to have a : 
action with the boy and each other. bi I had hoped that Rosa Guy's The Man?... you mean the nigger! 

it of pleasure before the Cubans get a : . Later, the slaves are brought aboard them. The Spanish are very cruel you Friends would win the Newbery Prize (page 75) 

and Jessie and the crew are seen in know" (page 136). The British are this year since it had been nominated. Cawthorne [the captain] knew the 
relation to the slaves. 3 ‘ nlggs = ate lose = erly exonerated: I thought, "Well, maybe this will be black would recover—they can sur- 

The tainted ship meets with disaster. "They've entirely stopped the slave the year in the 53-year-history of the vive floggings that would kill a white 
Jessie and Ras, a slave boy, are the trade in their country" (page 34) prize that a Black book will win." man a _ hundred times over... . . : ‘ y ‘ i i 101 only survivors. They swim to shore On page 70 the author attempts to The Friends did not win. (page ) : : : 
where they meet an escaped slave who Gyuate the African slave tude wilh So this year again the ALA has And there's one thing I noticed in 
takes care of them. Ras is taken to : : Gao chosen as "a distinguished book" one The Slave Dancer, nobody says any- . other historical incidents. Says one rs z ‘3 - - : safety and Jessie returns home. of the Gren: that insults my children and, yes, all thing about the white sailors taking 

In the early passages of the story, aha ; Black people. A book that perpetuates a bath. One bucket of water per day x a r Do you think it was easier for my - = 
the captain of the ship speaks of Jessie own people whe suiledio Pestancisty stereotypes about Africa and about is alloted to the whole crew for wash- 
as "creole." This identification could years ago from Ireland, locked up Blacks in general — stereotypes that in ing (page 36) but there's no atten- 

be thoroughly confusing to readers. in a hold for the whole voyage where my writing I do my best to demolish. tion given to that. Only to the fact 

Depending upon a person's back- they might have died of sickness and Of course, I am talking as one that the smell that was on the ship 
ground, "creole" may have a variety suffocation? .. . and you dare speak Black writer, but I am sure this is came from Black people. 
of meanings. For some, it means any- of my parents in the same breath with what all Black writers who are writing And again, when the slaves are 
one in the colonies with a European these niggers! for children today are about. Those brought on board, "I heard a sound 
background; for others, it is a French- The plight of the crew is described _ of us who are writing for children are as though a thousand rats were 
Spanish, French-English or French- as worse than that of the slaves: trying to celebrate and to document scrambling up the hull of The Moon- 
American mixture. In the Black com- [The captain was] terrible, terrible with Black truth. light” (page 72). OK, now I know 
munity, "creole’ generally implies his crews and only a little less so with Just in case there are some of you what it's like to sit at a typewriter 

some basis in blackness —for example, the blacks. But he wants them in good who haven't yet read The Slave half the night and look for the images 
a Black person from a certain area _ to oe eer ae Dancer, there are some excerpts that that will say most what you want to 
of Louisiana with creole parentage et the ba, See e oe I would like to read to you from this say. And I just think that the word 
and who speaks creole or any white- uel oe ere ore 7 y year's "most distinguished book" for "rats" there was uncalled for. The feet 

- and the lighting of his pipe! (page 31) z sl : 

ene aee In scenes aboard ship, the crew are IMIG Obs Pople don (scum ike te ie 
In any case, some readers identify mene ape oreeeed a ile “coarse I wonder where [the slaves] think they of rats. Rats have a delicate sound. 

the main character as creole Black are are [says Jessie]. They don't think Iknow. 
and others identify him as creole white. ae rg oo Ss Se much [answers one of the crew]. And then on page 136, you have, 
Certainly, the interpretation of the ane oe SSe que eet aes (page 123) "Give what he calls a ball... . [The 

. of the crew. ‘ i 
ill di : captain] says the niggers like to dress ses ie ee ey =. BdtscxcepleforsSiont sndeSnanc ana I saw the others regarded the slaves Pe 3 ¥ : 88 oa é 

s the story develops the author at- the Captain, the men were not espe- as less than animals, although having ae Saat want you to Know, for 
tempts to portray the slave ship's cap- Gally crcl save an thelr shared and a greater value in gold. . . [and the those of you who haven't read the 
tain and crew as villains, but through sirishalea blew enn Chane iieeiieelenet crew shared an] unshakable convic- book, that in this particular scene 
the characters’ words, she excuses the of them was better than any black tion that the least of them was better there is a trunk full of "clothes... . 
captors and places the blame for the alive. Gardere and Purvis and Cooley than any black alive. (page 95) the very best! Silks, laces..." and 
slaves' captivity on Africans them- even played with the small black chil- And if a white child never thought I want you also to know that they 
selves. The author slowly and sys- dren. . . . (italics added, page 95) that before, it's in his head now. had mentioned that the slaves of 

tematically excuses almost all the The slaves in the story are com- They're all mad, the blacks! (page course couldn't wash. They were 
whites in the story for their partici- pletely dehumanized. They are often 64) stinking terribly. They even had feces 

= 
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his Year's Newbery Award Winner 
sticking to their bodies. So if you The ALA has a responsibility to one lone young boy. And he sub- ‘ d = 

have a trunk full of clothes that you all of us since libraries belong to all _—mits to the young white hero. Ly 

have used again and again for these of us. And if libraries reflect what Millions of Black people were killed fe vj we 
slaves that you dress up, and they we are about, then there must be during the "middle passage.” The fierce a Wee, . ee Ls 
all have human feces on them, that's something wrong with us when li- struggle of those who survived is “f r\ ae io) : > Xe P 

a tremendous expense, isn't it? To brarians cite books like Sounder and worthy of a writer's attention, but oe ote eee oe se 

put these fine silks on people, and The Slave Dancer as "distinguished." Paula Fox describes only a hopeless “ec : ee ; 
take them off, and clean them, or Children's books have always re- acceptance of chains, beatings and hu- a) aa a 
what have you, and put them back flected the society they flourished in. miliations. iy) 4a i, & ie, F 4 

in the trunk. Well, I don't believe it. There was a time when people For a white author to overcome the i, Es rs E 
About this scene I thought, "How thought that books had to be very limitations of ethnocentric bias in an s yy GE e Se 
could somebody sit at a typewriter tiny because children were very small. attempt to describe and interpret the Ad ‘s, gy ot : Z 
and write this, and then the ALA calls We laugh about that now, but that Black Experience would be a chal- (9 ag Z 2m Li f 
it 'distinguished'?” It isn't even be- was very serious at one time. "Little lenging task. It would require a new as A ae Z 
lievable. books for little people." There was creative approach to the polarizations 3 ae A sre & 4 

And then you have a ship wreck, another time when children had to of Black and white views of historical y - yo > PF ee 
and the only two people to survive read the most terrible, the most fright- _reality. Such a white author would ye ages =? 
are the white boy and the Black boy. ening literature, to make them good, have to dig into the prevalent myths 3 Dr ae “Sr x i 
And no sooner are they on land than to make them courteous, to make and _ stereotypes on a personal level a | a & i] is . 

the white child becomes the superior, them understand that God was im- —confront her or his own racism as we ae oa ¥ oe | 
the leader. portant. Now we all recognize the mis- a white person socialized in a racist : BZ ay I= 
When a Newbery winner is cited, takes. I wonder, years from now, society. An awesome task; but one | ey f 

it is one of the first books that school what people will recognize as our that authors intent on portraying with Pe | 4 Pe or os 
officials make sure the children read. mistakes. truth an experience outside their own | 7a ae Ze 

I have three children, one almost fif- must strive for. (Here I want to say _— (Detail) Jessie plays the fife on board 
teen, one eleven and one nine, and that previously, in Blowfish Live in ‘the slave ship. 
they'll have to read "niggers like to | ABOUT THE AUTHOR the Sea, Paula Fox used reality with 
dress up," they stink, they shuffle, they SHARON BELL MATHIS is a student brilliance. In that story the one "real" by their "human" aspects. The Black 
sound like rats coming on ships, and Of library science in Washington, D.C. fact illuminates and defines the charac- _ people are only pathetic sufferers. No 
the reason why they're on the ship a ice eee ome ters and the plot, and a moment of “fight back” qualities whatever _are 
is because somebody Black sold them Sidewalk Story and Listen for the Fig life is revealed.) found in these characterless, chained 
out. Tree. In The Slave Dancer, the Black vic- objects on the ship The Moonlight. 

tims are a nameless mass, differen- For them the author presents no 

tiated only by their sex. In other sea _ balance. 
stories white galley "slaves" would White writers frequently resort to the 

have names and personalities. Here, device of portraying Blacks as a pas- 

° no human characteristic is delineated sive, faceless mass to show their op- 

The Black Experience as Backdrop for the slaves; no individuality is pression. The device is effective some- 

ie shown. The whites in the story —de- times in creating pity and sentimen- 
For White Adventure Story spite their evilness—possess names, tality, but it is still dehumanizing, and 

possess personalities, possess individu- that is a major flaw. 

ities. i ity i Contin By Albert V. Sclwart: alities. Their depravity is counteracted ‘ontinued on page 6 

Should a white author use the Black The book _ revolves _ essentially 
Experience as mere background for around the familiar theme of a white a “ . 

a white-oriented adventure story? _ adolescent boy's initiation into man- Evaluating Books by New ( riteria_— 
~—s* This is one of several disturbing hood. The location of young Jessie's 

questions that have been posed by ritual is the slave ship The Moon- By Lyla Hoffman 

the selection of Paula Fox's The Slave _ light. The evil white officers and crew 

Dancer for the 1974 Newbery Award. are the masters of the ritual. The bap- I'm white. The Council invited me marks still have the ability to deeply 

Hors en augly ei te ave etiam es eae CHeG Saece om to read The Slave Dancer and join wound young Black readers. And if 

DEES = would ee tig ey the shipwrecked” vessel as "the ane a discussion of the book. So I read— an author intends to show that human 

apes! oe Seen oe d te ToS StcriOy the crisis and automatically I cried— and I went to the meeting. oppression dehumanizes the white op- 

do ao Ge ee ee ales I said to the Council discussion pressors as well as the oppressed 

(Horn Books, 1970) ‘As. Ruth Hill Vicuers ae con group (Asian, Black and white women Blacks, then it is necessary to delineate 

To the question "What are good caserucal eae of Children's and men): "Paula Fox writes well. the humanity of the Blacks. This never 
Hooks. fon Uchildventt “Hacard bar: Benes (Macmillan, 1958): She wanted to do an exposé of the wasdonein The Slave Dancer. 

awered eos 4 ‘middle passage’ aspect of slavery. In thinking about the book's impact 
HK F Over and over again, in sea adven- Young readers will learn from her on Black youngsters, I began to real- 

Bere noes ig awaken sem 20 ture stories, is to be found the plot book about the horrors of the slave ize how white yo te f tod maudlin sentimentality, but sensibility; involving the young apprentice who : 3 YOUNES SIETS LOL toc ay 
that enable them to share in great Phat Hake Hie wag aioe ceaeonbal trade. _They will see the vileness of have also been socialized in a racist 
human emotions; that give them re- afien orueliseke ens ae the whites who earned their livelihood society. They too have been taught 

spect for universal life . . . that con- from this ‘human cargo.' I would be to _ believe vile things about Blacks. 

tain a profound morality. Not the AN OLD THEME WITH A NEW TWIST delighted to have children read this They have been taught to feel vir- 
kind of morality which consists in book." tuous when they feel compassion for 
believing oneself a hero because one What is new in this particular sea The ensuing discussion did some the suffering of the oppressed. And 
has given two cents to a poor man adventure is the introduction of the thing more important thanchangemy they are taught to feel compassion 

eee heressnivellng pity, ee oe pee Black Experience. The trade in Afri- outlook on this particular well-inten- without feeling the need to do any- 
ism that knows nothing of charity; ; = . - 5 : Boniew here else Gera ddie class Mypac can slaves becomes the backdrop for tioned book. The discussion forced me thing about oppression. Jessie, the 
risy. Not the kind of morality that a white child's ritual. There are sea to formulate my own criteria for judg- young hero of The Slave Dancer, feels 
asks for no deeply felt consent, for no adventure stories in which galley ing the worth of any children's book. horror and pity, but he does nothing 
personal effort . . . books that set in "slaves" (English, Spanish, French) In reaching my personal formulation, as a boy; and he does nothing, later 
action truths worthy of lasting forever, actively take over the ship and become I had to abandon as irrelevant any in life. as a man. He is, therefore, 
and of inspiring one's whole inner the heroes, sometimes knighted by a consideration of the intent of the au- just part of the problem. 

gare European king. There are no such thor (or the intent of the librarians ¥ My new test of a book is: "Will this 
With Hazard's concepts in mind — heroes in The Slave Dancer. In this who gave it the Newbery award). I book advance human liberation or 

"not maudlin sentimentality, but sen- sea story, chained Black people pas- had to focus on the impact of the book _. will it reinforce oppression?" Or, as 
sibility . . . inspiring one's whole in- sively submit to the whims of white on readers of ail colors in today's a wise man previously put it, "Ifyou're 
ner life’—let us discuss The Slave men. By story's end, all the Blacks racist society. not part of the solution, you're part 

Dancer. are destroyed, with the exception of So when a Black librarian, who is of the problem." Though I had long 
also a parent and a grandparent, applied this yardstick to matters of 

spoke at that Council discussion, she personal behavior, of school policy, 
i i sie : set me thinking when she said, "An of legal matters, of life in general— 

We Dee es hemry, and ar nabe, TEE Ga Ue SCG aed Black child reading The Slave Dee I had not had the sense to apply it 
from the larger cultural and political context of society. We there- ; oe 

ees, : é would cringe at the endless, ugly re- to book criticism. 
fore ask that new criteria be established for library awards and 4 

a ; a ete marks white characters spew out about Although I have heard many com- children 's recommended book lists and that these criteria include the captured Africans. Black children _pelling reasons for condemning the 
recognition of the human values fostered by the content of books must no longer be forced to hear such choice of The Slave Dancer as a prize 
under consideration for special merit. Since those most sensitive to insults.” winner in the year 1974, the argu- 
injustice are those harmed most by it, we further ask that a Third I suddenly realized that setting age ments were not necessary for me. I 
World review board be set up to critique and assess all books old racist remarks into fresh print had switched. Today, my first test 
being considered for special recognition before awards are granted. today cannot be justified, especially for evaluating a book is, "Will this 

We also ask that machinery be set up to determine the disposition when nothing else in the book counter-_ book be part of the solution?" 
of books under consideration if they are found to be offensive to acts the insulting "niggerisms.” Even 
the Third World review board. — The Council on Interracial Books when the characters responsible for  ABQUT THE AUTHOR 
for Children the insults are clearly described as = LYLA HOFFMAN is the director of the 

evil and unsympathetic, their re Foundation for Change, New York City. 
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THE SLAVE DANCER es ae watch. [Ray Anthony 
$ “1 epar 

Continued from page 5 ‘a i | ) < e  S 

Paula Fox infers that whites and Ss Ky u ~< 
Blacks participated equally in the RO t _\S> Viva La Raza! by Elizabeth S. Mar- 

slave trade. This is another of the CaM i ) <2 tinez and Enriqueta L. VaAasquez, 

modern manifestations of racism —to nee ne ee MEY naka! dr il> Pn gee Doubleday, 1974, $4.95, 353 pages 

mitigate white responsibility for slav- T a E BO oO KSH & L F Two Chicanas, long ee in many 
ery by blaming the victim. This white efforts to advance the Chicano cause, 

aie ignores the difference be- have written a forceful and fervent 
tween chattel slavery in the U.S.— account of some of the most signifi- 
which developed out of a desire for cant events and personalities in re- 
a massive supply of cheap labor — cent years of the Chicano movement. 
and the slavery which existed in Afri- Viva La Raza is an accurate render- 
eae Fn hee slaves were not con- On Our Way: Poems of Pride and Love ily identify with the children in the ing of the feelings among many of the 
sidered biologically or culturally in- selected by Lee Bennett Hopkins, book and see himself performing the people of los barrios about the in- 
ferior; they lived with the family they | Photographs by David Parks. Alfred same actions. In fact, the book can justice and neglect which Chicanos 
served; often their freedom was as- A. Knopf, 1974, $4.95, 63 pages be used to encourage children to act have suffered for generations. The 

sured after a certain number of years On Our Way: Poems of Pride and ut the different verbs introduced by authors pull no punches about what 
or they could buy their way out of | Love is an anthology of Black poetry the book. The excellent photos will they consider the real causes of the 
slavery; they could marry a non-slave | which presents the reader with anop- ™&ke children aware of their own ac- Chicano predicament: "The gringo 
and not risk the loss of their chil- | timistic outlook. Strength and forti- _ tivities. [Elaine Bloom] took over our land, our technology, 
dren. Contemporary prejudices are so tude, love and brotherhood, and pride and our natural resources. It is these 
often confused with historical truths! are its major concerns and they re- * - 7 losses that made the mestizo (Mexi- 

flect the poets, the editor, and the pho- can-Indian) and the Indian into col- 
tographer's hope and belief in a new Children of Night by Edgar White, onized people, people who became not 

UNCONSCIOUS BIAS era. illustrated by Dindga McCannon. only strangers in their own land but 
The titles of the five sections into Lothrop, Lee and Shephard, 1974, voiceless shadows of the West." 

One example of the put-down of | Which the anthology is divided (Black- $4.95, 48 pages In a very sincere and direct man- 
Blacks is the author's unconscious ness, Soullove, Four, Feelings, and Children of Night is Edgar White's ner, Martinez and Vasquez get their 

bias in her use of proper nouns—cap- Remembering) alert the reader to the third book for children. Like the basic message across quite clearly: 
italizing a noun and hence giving it volume's subject matter: affirmations author, Chaka was born in the British Viva La Raza! should not be just 
dignity when the reference is to a white of Blackness, consideration of the love West Indies, but he is growing up in an empty clamor of pride but a call 
person but lower-casing the noun and experience, praise of Black personali- the "South Bronx of the Dark City.” to vindicate through effective action 
depriving it of dignity when the ref- | ties, responses or reactions, and nos- Chaka sleeps three in a bed, a pyra- the countless injustices committed 
erence is to a Black. Read the fol- | talgia. The anthology contains works mid of brothers, and goes to school against the Chicano in the name of 
lowing paragraph from The Slave - a a en. as oe vee oe iso have bra for se "Manifest Destiny," "law and order," 

Dancer (page 70), and see if the white ughes an lovanni as we! re only ng enjoyable in schoo and "free enterprise." 
captain and the African king, who are | @8 poems by less familiar authors. is the free lunch. When Chaka has The book recounts many of the key 
equated in cruelty by the author, are | Accompanying each poem isa photo- to write about freedom he writes:"Only _ events which have occurred within the 
given equal dignity in the writing: graph by David Parks. birds are free because they never can mainstreams of el movimento: La 

... the [African] king and the Cap- Poems such as "As a Basic,""A Love run out of sky." Raza Unida Party, the United Farm- 

tain had got so drunk that when dawn Song," and "Knoxville, Tenn." can be Chaka is not free because he and _ workers' strikes and boycotts, the Cru- 
rose, the Captain had clambered over tage ae eee by Rea aipes a oe run a of oo sade for Justice, the land grants strug- 
the side, ready to make off and rule ers. More icult poem = aka dreams a lot—sometimes he le in New Mexico, and the student 

the tribe and leave the black king in plained by teacher or parent. Poems dreams of having enough to eat— Souk. An important aspect of 

command of the ship. inspired by Black personalities, poems _ put even his dreams are not free; they many of these events which no writers 
Jessie, the hero of this tale, never that refer to the harsher realities of are invaded by armies of roaches and have yet captured is the role of Chi- 

achieves Paul Hazard's concept of a | the Black experience, and poems that by crowds of people trying to break _canas, las mujeres. The authors’ spe- 

"higher morality" which might "inspire | reflect "the good times" are fine ve into his apartment. The author's use cial contribution in this regard, I be- 
inner life." Jessie's experience with op- | hicles for exposing readers to the of dreams shows the way in which lieve, is that they place the focus of 

pe Pression_on.the.slaver_simply.inacti- | Black historical perspective. [Tanya —fantasy.can be used to comment on Chicano nationslism on the Familia : vates him. He shows that he is aware Joy Cobbs] ~~ reality. The tension between Chaka's de La Raza. 

of oppression but makes no meaning- life and his dreams provides theyoung Because of its format (large type, 
ful protest; he takes no stand against * * * reader with an insight into the ugly short chapters plus an index), Viva 

ips Hels no, model for today's young and at times frightening reality that La Raza/ is an ideal text for junior 
readers. At the end of the ritual of City ABC’s by Michael Deasy, photo- too many children are forced to live and senior high school students. [Ar- 

baptism, Jessie cannot play his fife, | graphs by Robert Perron. Walker and with. mando B. Rendon] 
thus easing the uncomfortable mem- | Company, 1974, trade edition $5.50, When summer comes to the dark 

ories. library edition $5.39, 32 pages city, the city blows up, and in the riot Prareen ai 

Despite endless incidents of white City ABC's presents the alphabet (a scene which will remind many adult 
cruelty to Blacks and of white cruelty | with each letter next to alarge photo. readers of Ellison's Invisible Man) Puerto Rico En Me Corazon/Puerto 
to other whites, it is only when Jessie | graph of an urban scene, "A" is il Chaka makes his way to a super- Rico In My Heart by Federico Ribes 
hears that African kings sell slaves | juctrated by a shot of an alley; "G," market and collects a bag of food. Tovar, illustrated by Izzy Sanabria. 

that he is moved to think, "Theworld, | by a gate. Each letter is also accom- His mother's ambivalent reaction to Plus Ultra Educational Publishers, 
I told myself, was as wicked as our panied by a short ditty about the the food is at first confusing to Chaka, 1972, $2.45, 32 pages 
parson had said. . ."(page 70). This | photograph. "G is for gate, locked but in his dreams that night there This_ books 1s aenotch above: the 

line serves as the "moral" of the tale gates block your way, open gates let is freedom; the bird-like dream car- usual genre of children’s books on 

and it is the stepping stone for Jessie's you play." ries him out of the tenement, out of Puerto Rico. Each of its 32 pages 

defeatism as an adult. Jessie uses his Photographs were taken in New city and country, beyond the world describes an aspect of Puerto Rican 
privilege as a white to erase the ugly | York, Philadelphia, Chicago, New and universe. Chaka is at peace. life, and the accounts appear —on two 
memories of his experience on theslav- | Orleans and San Francisco; many This imaginative story is told in parallel columns — first in Spanish 
er. (In the anticlimactic ending of the | photos or explanations are humorous. simple and powerful sentences. Equal- and _then in English. That Spanish 
book, Jessie states almost parenthe- | For instance, "H is forhardhat. Why ly important in this book are the folk/ ‘8 given first position is a welcome 
tically that he was preparedforthehor- | must the hard hat wear a hard hat? primitive illustrations which suggest  ©#@n8e for bilingual books. 
rors of the Civil War by his experience | 'Because I don't have a hard head.'"__ that Ms. McCannon, who is now work- Some Puerto Rican heroes that are 
on The Moonlight.) "M" for manhole shows a scene of ing on her own book, is a children's usually ignored are given prominence 

In the midst of his onerous jobs | a supervisor pointing down a hole in this book—the Black sea adven- 
aboard ship—he is after all a kid- | for two apparently reluctant workers. turer Miguel Enriquez and the pirate 
napped victim himself—he does not | The photo for "Q" shows a girl under ene ; hero Robert Cofresi, for example. 
turn against the evil captain or the | a Quiet Hospital Zone sign. She's lis- scene . fer Moreover, the origin of the word Ji- 
despicable crew but against the en- tening to a radio. nlteercdet Fy oe % oer eet ee 
slaved Blacks: "I hated the slaves! The book is refreshing because the DindgaMcCannon 7G & ‘ 2 © Lhoaae a aroegae a) Desc sh he Sea iat 
I hated their shuffling, their howling, | scenes are real, and the people are aoe __ often is. s 
their very suffering” (page 91). interracial. City ABC's is especially 7 Uae wi i However, teachers oF pers will 

Later when Jessie is punished with | good for urban children. [Roberto pun Ba =a By) do well to point out the author’s white 
five strokes of the whip he thinks: Gautier] ae | ( x CU {;, male European point of view and his 

But one thing was clear, I was a a Uf fa a TT a pro-Spain orientation (the author is 

thirteen-year-old male, not as tall eo noe a Adi Ee Hi L Moroccan). In the illustrations, non- 
though somewhat heavier than a boy - ae er LT iecgnona mpd ae geee oe 

i Mag I re ss hy are subservient to whites, an e few 

ee ere Dae vat ae Hey, Look at Me! A City A.B.C. hg Be Cie i} females shown are also passive and 
yards from where I was being beaten. by Sandy Grant, photographs by /| >< A od MT in positions subservient to males. The 
So Jessie's lot is not so bad—as | Larry Mulvehill. Bradbury Press, uf) | a Ny It absurdity of the book’s opening sen- 

long as others have it worse! White | 1973, $4.95, 32 pages a of P) FS) tence, that Columbus “discovered” 
misery is not bad if Black slavery is This book is another welcome and za) a BBE “a cag) Puerto Rico, should also be pointed 
worse. It is an interesting psychologi- | exciting change from the usual A.B.C. oh en 2s Sey : Sa out to young readers. 
cal mechanism. book. Instead of the stuffed animal | 248i\ ¥y/ fu Sees eg The book shares a number of other 

White readers who empathize with | or apple for "A," there are interesting fea nT ed S- faults in common with children’s 
the misery of the Black Experience | Photos of children performing an ac- ieee ie rea ie oe m= books on Puerto Rico. Cock-fighting 
can feel virtuous. To feel virtuous is | tion for each letter. Ranceuach merece aera ycuae «is a popular sport in Puerto Rico, 
to feel superior. To put it into the A group of children—racially inte- 2 Ea ee eee, «but it is not—as this book claims 
terms of an R. D. Laing "Knot" or | grated—are shown in an urban set- Children of Night was illustrated by | —the favorite amusement of Puerto 

Continued on page 8 | ting. The young urban reader can eas- Black artist Dindga McCannon. Ricans. As for the word ‘thammock,” 
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Lee. , 2 Ray Charles by Sharon Bell Mathis, : 
aa ee oe 1 illustrated by George Ford. T.Y. 

t HABE T BOO! , x Crowell, 1973, $3.75, 33 pages 

— ee 1 This book is about as good asa 

AF Loe 2 short biography of Ray Charles could 
% aay Ce Py possibly be. The musician, blinded 7 

ff as a child from an eye disease, 
# ~—__ emerges from Ms. Mathis’ skillfully 

— Pe ehieccs crafted book as a gentle, strong, com- 

yee, ee me Fi petent man, husband, father, Black 
Rises ~ | fae | )2=Soman. The black and white illustra- 
ex Pea. ‘ey v — + | _ tions by George Ford are sensitive 
be. _ |. + , and excellently complement the test. eee : oes : 
bac ee The point that Ray Charles is blind ta 6 

Jambo Means Hello introduces Swahili but not helpless is well-made. Did you _. hy fo =  r— 
and a way of life. know that he owns an airplane and SE yo a 3 Geren — oO 

could fly it—if a blind man were al- ‘eo DY ie: Pm, Bia Bh - Ff 2 
lowed to have a pilot’s license? Did \no ie fod |. Caeser 

though it is in fact derived from a You know that he can take a television noo Ss & . or 8 eee 3 p< Fe 8 
Carib Indian term, it is not ‘typical  %¢t apart and then put it back together NG Th = ee ses se) at 
of Puerto Rico’s carefree way of life.” again? Did you know that he rides A A vas he fg _. | 4 ‘fall 

Conditions in Puerto Rico under US. oe and listening to its sound 1 | ML! — a 2 domination have become altogether cycle and listening to its sound to ey), } es wa LG io. beg : oO we \ 

too depressing to justify the term Stay on course? Did you know that | , Jf a. ice FE | ‘ Nt) i. | gs Bh  - 
“carefree” for any part of Puerto Ri- he selects his own clothes and decides | | +/ / ’ I $ 6 4) “ \ Le ‘ heh _— 
can life. [Carmen Puigdollers] what colors that he wants? oA fea) ase i | | | i oe Me _ 

Even as a little boy Ray Charles <i, | A ao re *i A\ A} } i. 4N ef 
rs knew that he had the ability to ac | | (¢ | ASS OY ae fa pe Se 

complish snything. Hits wdtlier gave | {.) f. oS ey ay mo ee 
Jambo Means Hello by Muriel Feel- et ule See ee ene cordon | Be oof! — ee 
ings, illustrated by Tom Feelings. Dial Y0w're blind, not stupid. You lost f Se | 

Jambo Means Hello is an excellent other expected him to perform tasks CEG eS, 

(and\:aduts) to theAfrican language *¥° ve Bad Bim use an axe to chop A = > oe of Swahili. It is a picture dictionary W004 ea 2d Clee 
of the language with a word, its pro- Young readers should be intrigued sit ad Se & | 

puneiation and its’ meaning for each by this pe mn Dee into the life of one 2 i s f. . Jean Taylor, a graduate of Pratt, has had 
of the! 24 letters of the Swahili alpha- of America’s most talented musicians. a a 4 } — = work in many exhibits, including a recent 
bet. [Barbara Walker] a & — gg _ Show at the Studio Museum in Harlem. In 

The definitions are an important ele- * * * s i «il addition to doing i pase teateea ea 
ment in the excellence of this book. i > —S Festival of Third WortdisArtists/. sits jhas 
They are not just definitions; rather Riverlisp by Frederick Ward. Tundra scene bo << ' shee eons reer ees yoy ae Lethaia 

—_ . of Labor, National Business League Maga- 
they tell how the word relates to the Books, 1974, $5.95, 154 pages Wwe = © = zine etc. Ms “Taylor can be reached at 

people and they describe a way of Frederick Ward's objective in writ | @@05| UMMM MS = = gs W. 95th St, New York, NY. 10025; tel life. For example:"C—chakulaisfood. ing Riverlisp was to provide the read- 3 _ (212) 866-7253. re fs 
In villages the people grow most of er with a glimpse of those lost Black Rese 5 
their food. Together, many families communities known as riverlisps. He : s eee é : 
raise crops like corn, green vege- does so by allowing those who lived | (iil i | my fl Y VMN) W/ 
tables, fruits and nuts, and dividethe the experience of the riverlisp to speak Mi } : Higa a Ny p Ve YY ( VY b 

harvest.". Accompanying this defini- to the reader directly. Thus, River- i MAA mee . VE \ INVZ 
z tion-is a-two-page soft pencil drawing — lisp is both a part of Black history | i oH | ae hd aia : ni eS i ; z Sa [F< SS —_— 

that shows neat fields of crops and and a manifestation of the Black (Af iy i { J es ci | Ni I as »\) fn 

men, women and children working rican) oral tradition. } i a Ww ; Ha) i 1 \ ) am ery (a, OW 
e i i S A } AZ} A N \o7) N\A a { together. The entire book evokes a Frederick Ward allows his charac Mi Hi) NY, 4 a ) 4 iy ij \) WW) 

feeling of community —Black com- ters not only to relate their recollec- B i I | My NS i 4 vi | ) 4 ii Ve Aa | 

munity —and I recommend it highly. tions, but also to express themselves oi ii ag) hi H Wi I é | yy a] » EN i y 
[EdCelina Marcus] in Black language. In the context of | naa Y); { it tay ee if ay i i oor AN 

Riverlisp this is necessary, non-offen- iH Ny a) Kyi NF Raa Mr { iy va i i i 
: Z % sive, and illustrative of the author's CH 4 i YW Hi i wi ee y Sat V aa i 

pride in his heritage. Readers not fa- if I ; VAY \ Fea fi ] i Ne vy H 

miliar with the written form will have | |ly, La ah NGA Seer) il va j | i by Anite fom ith 
The Life and Legend of George Mc- no difficulty if Riverlisp is read in the | }\\. MQ 1 eft Hae Mh : , io Ny 
Junkin— Black Cowboy by Frank Fol- manner recommended by the author: Hite i Yi \\/. { te HI | : AY mad 
some. Thomas Nelson, 1974 $5.95 "aloud [and] with feeling." K \\ ‘iN ay ‘| an ba 
162 pages Since Riverlisp is the story of a i Z /} 7 AN Ne i ee m 

In 1865 George McJunkin was four- community, it describes situations and P f i} may } net H ee naire ; 
teen years old. That year Union sol- events and focuses on personalities. Wy Uy j Ai My { 4 I i} Hi : 
diers, passing the Texas ranch where In each instance, it deals with the y Vi P iW By ti fj | 

he worked as a slave, told him that good and the bad, the happy and the 4p, yy | | HY, Mg 
the Emancipation Proclamation had sad. Ui; it i ( PA in 
given him his freedom. The follow- Given its explicit language and some p ] ( Mar if i a ; 
ing year, against the wishes of his of its subject matter, Riverlisp may Y iM 4 j hd ty > | 
father who was a free Black and be best appreciated by adults. How- A i 

operated a blacksmith shop, George ever, used selectively, Riverlisp will be Betty Dillard, an art major at York Col- 4 + 
left home. According to the author, informative and enjoyable to the lege, has participated in the Council's Art- di 

he wanted to "be a cowboy and ride young. [Tanya Joy Cobbs] and-Storytelling-in-the-Streets Program. Ms. 

off to faraway places and learn about Soe ee. Dillard can be reached at 209 Clinton Ave., 
all kinds of wonders." Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205; tel., UL 2-8380. 

This biography ‘gives a credible pic-" ‘Ghawnt Goes stot Schaul by. Petronella,” | ee 
ture of a Black cowboy struggling to Breinburg, illustrated by Errol Lloyd. 
do the job that he does best in an often Thomas Y. Crowell, 1973, $4.50, un- 
hostile white world. While presenting paged 

McJunkin as a skilled cowboy (the — pi Le fe 3 
best ranch foreman) and an heroic Published a year ago in England by Sie : 5 

man (saving a 14-man trail crew from Bodley Head under the title My _ vo e 
freezing to death during a blizzard), Brother Sean, this book was the first - : df cy 

the author uses every opportunity to _ Of a series to be written and illustrated ee, ; . aN = 

alert the reader to the harsh realities by Black authors and artists. (The q : ix VS — 
of McJunkin's world. For example, book was described in the Bulletin's —- : Seat Dg a 
he lived a solitary and lonely life "Report from England” that appeared 4 oT _ e CF ~ YB 8 
because whites in the area where he in Vol. 5, No.1 & 2.) e hk 4 : : ah / 2. e 
worked were hostile to Black settlers. The book is now available in the haw ; . waa 
The author also shows that McJunkin U.S. and it is interesting how few ' a ae 
as a Black man could not escape changes were made to adapt the book 2 oe _ ~~ A 

iliati i 8 " ~ : 2 ie personal humiliation. For instance, for the U.S. market: "Sean" became 7 Li Ve 
he was given a seat in the kitchen "Shawn" and "Mum" is now "Mom." _.| ’ | fast ii % n. 
at a dinner given in his honor because The story deals with the experiences f a - : | i a 35 
the hotel did not serve Blacks in the of a young boy who longs to go to : — ° | tee} — 
dining room. school like his older brother but who, _ 2 } ss 

Readers with a serious interest in when the day finally comes, finds nur- | Charles Bible has produced the Afro-American Hero Series of posters and illustrated Black 
the West or in Black history will find sery school a bit frightening. The Means ..., Brooklyn Story, and Spin a Soft Black Song (all Hill & Wang). Mr. Bible can 
a great deal of information in this happy ending should reassure chil- | be reached at 94-11 34th Rd., Jackson Heights, N.Y. 11378; tel. (212) 898-0790. (Mr. Bible 
book. [Barbara Walker] dren starting school. [Ruth Charnes] appeared in a previous Bulletin, at which time his address was inadvertently omitted.) 
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THE SLAVE DANCER ALA PRESENTATION THE GIVING TREE TR 
Continued from page 6 Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1 ag n oN 
paradox: "I feel bad that this is hap- scription, metaphor, and dialogue in a house, and a boat to sail away from {/ A " 
pening to them. I feel good that I the Newbery winner. (Excerpts from it all. In the end, a gnarled old man, Sl 
feel bad." But by thus feeling com- Ms. Mathis’ presentation and critiques he returns looking for a place to rest. 
passion, whites are relieved of the need of The Slave Dancer appear on pages Each time the boy asks the tree for 
to change society. Like Jessie, they 4 and 5.) something she responds by giving him 
end up feeling no real obligation to Jane Galvin Lewis, an active Black | @ Part of herself—her apples to sell 
take a positive role. They merely take | feminist and consultant for Social | for money, her branches for a home, ee ve the passive role of not playing the | Change Advocates, spoke about the | 294 finally her weathered stump for eo X\) fife—of not reacting to injustice in | importance of freeing children's litera- | @ Place to sit and rest. Each time =“) NN any meaningful way. ture from racism and sexism simul- | Sh¢ gives of herself te author tells £1) Nip 

The Slave Dancer is an excellent | taneously. She discussed the connec- | US “the tree was happy. sb) iy EN, 
example of the subtle forms literary | tions between the movements for racial Instead of being a "parable on the DA Vf Y yy €G 
racism has taken recently. (Literary and sexual equality, mentioning, for jobs of giving," the book impressed y AMG ‘ 
racism may be defined as the aspect | example, the connection between the me as a dressed-up version of the AQ\ 
of cultural racism which deals with | Abolitionists and the early feminists. | "happy slave" myth where the "good é 
language, metaphors and mythology | Ms. Lewis discussed Astrid Lindgren's slave," "loyal dog” or "old family re- In the end, the tree has nothing (left, 
and which prevents a Black-white | Pippi Longstocking series and The tainer" finds satisfaction by serving below) but she gives the old mana 
unity capable of destroying institution- | Matchlock Gun by Walter D. Ed- his or her master. Their service is | place to rest (above) and is happy. 

al racism.) monds, both of which have been | doubly enobling—so goes the myth — 
hailed recently as feminist books be- since it requires them to eacritice their another tree for future generations. 

A TOOL FOR LIBERATION cause they feature female protagonists. own lives for their masters' well-being. I found myself thinking about this 
Ms. Lewis pointed out, however, that i ee eed pene for pei = I soe ie Be talk distaste 

: x Sa 5 while heroic and interesting girls are e all-giving tree an e male pro- essler, author o omen @ ‘ad- 
a a eve oe needed tas auuldren'a aoe they | noun for the all-taking boy, itis clear | ness (Doubleday, hardback; Avon, 
euuOn: an es Sune cae. ee hould notvextst nah t f ; that the author did indeed have a paperback). Chessler maintains that tool for oppression or a tool for lib- | S#0uld not exist in the context of racist ; 5 j ; ; 5 F values. The Pippi books frequentl prototypical master/slave relationship the most severe psychological strain 

Segre i have raciae distortions and stereoty = in mind. In this male supremicist's | women live with (or crack-up under) 
a ut a story oubne ies MEG ee about Third World aa Pi P* fantasy, we see the "idealized" relation- | is a pervasive sense of guilt, a feeling 

Experience, should it ever be written 5 Pee en eee ship of mother/son, wife/husband, that they never measure up to the so- 
by anyone other than a Black author? | exploits are often at the expense of : ; ‘ i fue 4: 1f-1 Thi mistress/lover. It did not surprise me | Cietal image of the nurturing, self-less 

2 Should the Black Experience ever pe oes eee eee that the author was a cartoonist for | "earth mother"—the all-giving tree. 
be treated solely as a backdrop to a oun presents the usual aoe of eye Playboy magazine. It can be argued. Displays of self-assertiveness or ag- 
white historical panorama? age and gratuitously violent Ameri- ef courec Matte choise of he" es gressiveness and demands for time, 

8. When a story includes the Black | C42 Indians: Ms. Lewis also spoke of describing the tree is simply coinci- | space, and money of their own are 
Experience, shouldn't authors and cri- | the sexist values in the 1974 Calde- dental. In fact, the six reviews of the | defined as unhealthy, against the 
ties reject placing Black survival and | cott Award, Duffy and the Devil, by | ook 1 read neglected this. The New | order of nature. Women who work 
destiny in white hands? (For instance, | Harve and Margot Zemach. York Times reviewer mentioned, as | outside the home, leaving their chil- 
should Ras, the young Black boy, an aside, that his wife was upset about | dren with babysitters or in day-care 
have immediately followed Jessie's TASK FORCE ORGANIZED the book's implied sexism. But, the centers, women who decide not to have 

leadership after the shipwreck? ) reviewer commented, this was prob- children, or = cou Ly, oe Nae: 4. Should Third World people in > is en who put their own jobs above those 
any story written today be nameless At the presentation's end, Brad pe pe eee oe creer a of their husbands or lovers, confront 
and without individuality? Chambers, director of the Council, i should-add that1 would find dhis harsh internal as well as external 

5. Should stories about the Black called for volunteers from the audience Hook obiecliouuble even if te autor judgements on their femininity. Each 

Experience produce in young people | ' Organize a Task Force to draw UP | were to use a neutral "it" in referring | bit of success in the world outside the 
the kind of pity and guilt that results proposals a eeeel ecaens tues to the tree. This is a tale of man's | Ome can be accompanied by an 
in paternalistic attitudes? Shouldn't an brarians may. take to counteract rac- selfish plundering of the environment. added psychic burden of guilt and 
pices ‘ 2 ism and sexism in books in their li- doubt. How frightening that little boys inspired desire for human improve en The boy uses up every part of the : Hi Sai 
ment, based upon truth and justice, be tts tree; he feels no obligation to share | 994 girls who read The Giving Tree the product _of pad AnHAcik Twelve librarians from seven states i h itioth tcdelant will encounter this glorification of fe- a 
ne = volunteered to set up the Task Force. pose maie-selfiessness and maie selfishness! — ditera@cpacer~ ~ y = Ps * : : Open to all librarians, the Task Force Hopefully a liberated adult will be Ne In conclusion I should like to offer 7 5 ; = will prepare (1) strategies for com- nearby to help them discover ways another statement from Paul Hazard, A 3 ts . Z Si jet fat ell: batting stereotypes in books and (2) of giving and loving that enrich both 

ae = CP OnESe WE new criteria for selecting Newbery and partners. 
ba eomey a larebyoa es Caldecott winners to prevent future 

sess to add to the number of indi. awards going to books perpetuating ABOUT THE AUTHOR gestibie= andr cham booksic ie tiat racist and sexist values. Lae BARBARA A. SCHRAM is a professor at 
is what I call oppressing children. Librarians who wish to join the <> Northeastern University, Boston, and a 

Task Force are asked to get in touch =) consultant to Bank Street College of Edu- 
ith Chai Bertha Parker Phil y) Lv cation's Day Care Unit. She has worked 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR ws See eS 8 ee Sic iy CO as a community organizer for welfare 
ALBERT V. SCHWARTZ is Assistant | ips, Children's Librarian, Atlanta PAN Wee | Tights and community participation in Professor of Language Arts, Richmond Public Library, 126 Carnegie Way, 5 AY Woe schools and is active in several feminist 
College, Staten Island, New York. N. W., Atlanta, Georgia 30327. groups. 
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