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The following letter was writtem by Maris C. Holliste
parents Alexender and Nellie Latimer, in tio ¥ ar 1839, Her g:ngnger
was Cyrenus Hollister, She was born December 22, 1816, and died
February 29, 1869, Her brothers were Ebemeger Latimer, Peter Latimer
Lorenzo Dow Latimer, and James Freer Latimer, Her sisters were X
Gertrude Ann (who married Lemuel Hollister) and Jane Eliza (who
married H, W. COregory). The other three brothers and sisters, Helen,
Alonzo and Adelaide, died at ages of three weeks, four {earl and

five months regpectively, June Hliza Gregory died at t -
five without children, o at the age of twenty.

The letter written by the young pioneer reveals all the
optimism that was such a vital force in the forging of America, This is
one of the earliest letters from Delavan that has been preserved through
the yecars, The letter was found in a box of old papers and has been
hended down through three generations to lMre, Lowe who keeps the letter
framed between two picces of glauss, The paper has turmed yellow with
age but the handwriting remains clear,

The Hollister homestead which is described in the le tter is now
known as Hollister Cormers at junction of highways 89 and 14 about four
miles west of Delavan,

Walworth County

June 9, 1839

Dear Pather and Mother, Sisters and Brothers, it is with
pleasure I take the present opportunity to inform you of my health and
g tuation at present which I cam say is good, ¥e are at present in a
small log shanty, room emough for onme bed, our goods znd a chance to turn
around but we have plenty to est and good appetites, William says he
doesn't pretend to steop 'til it hurts,

I never have been in a pk ce where every person looked so
healthy. I can say that I haven't seem & pale face since we have been
in the territory. They have the healthiest looking children I ever saw,
Urieh (U. S, Hollister) is well and lively as ever and has been with the
exception of a few days whem he was quite unwell with a cold, He stood
his journey remarksbly well, He had the chieken pox, but he hardly
minded it. They came out very nice, he was covered with them,

I thought I had prepared my mind for the journey but I was
misteken, After parting with all my friends the boat looxsd solemn as
the grave, The passengers came flocking in 'til the boat was crowded
full, After the passengers all came aboard I saw and heard so much to
attract my attention that I hardly thought of home,

There was some Germen Duteh, indeed it was amusing to see them,
They would boil their coffee on the box stove, three or four times a day.
Then pour it into saucers and hand it around and then bread and cske in
the same way, They read and sang Duch and scolded their childrem in
high Dutch, indeed they made considerable sport,

%e had excellent company on the Canal and spent the time very
agreeably., We passed through & beautiful coumtry and through some
beautiful villages Lockport is beautiful scenery, Rochester is a
beautiful city, there I saw the first equidock (aqueduct) I ever saw,
Indeed I thought persoms that always stayed in one place had not the
least idea what business there was going on in the world.

We landed at Buffalo on Séturday morning, I was astonished to
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see 80 many steamboats laying there, It waus a great sight to me,

Buffalo is a delightful place and had & great many elegant buildings,
I saw on my journey some of the most elegant churches that I ever saw,
S8t. Paul's chureh in Rochester is an elegant building. I shant try to
mention all that I have seen,

I think that & steamboat ie the greatest curiosity I ever saw, It is
a sight t- see the machinery there is about 1%, the noise frightened me at
first, it sounded like &« liom roaring. ¥e nad a beautiful time om thne
lake, the lake was quite smooth with the exception of part of one dy and
night. It waes enough to make part of tne passengers sick, I was very
siek two or three hours, It did not effeet Cyrenus im the least nor the
boys. I believe Uriah wae a little dizzy, little Urian happened to be
asleep at the time so it did not effect him,

3¢ landed at Milwaukee Saturday the 18th, Cyrenus got a place for
me to board and they went on the same dg+ The least they boarded for was
three dollars and & half per week, The lady I Warded with had some
millinery to have dome so I got into business and did work emough to pay
my board, I made three shirred bonnets and did some other sewing, I
stayed there two weeks and the boys stayed one week to attend the land
sale, V¥e got there just the right time, If we had been one week later
it would have been & great disadvantage, one weeks expense, They just
had time to go and make their claims and attend the sale,

Cyrenus felt pretty well «fter he got the land, he was afraid there
would be opposition,

After we got the land we had no way to get there without paying
four dollars per day and not have all our goods carried either, The road
was 80 bad part of the way they wouldn't carry more than twelve hours
Mr, Keltmer had & men to plow for him from the country and he offered him
hés oxenm and wagen for 100,60 (§160) dollars, Cyrenus offered him
100,40 ($140) snd finally he came dowm to 100,55 ($158) so he took them
at that snd put on the whole load and we went through safe,

I never saw their mateh to draw, they gtepped off like horses, you
can't think now well I felt whem I got in our own wagon and our own team,
It would cost at least thirty dollars to have hired a tesm and themn we
wouldn't have any after we got taere,

Tney found use for them the next day after we arrived at our home,
williasm and Urish are both with us and intend to stay til we get our house
puilt, Willism went to mill last week about twenty miles, He started
one day and got back the next. They are going to have a mill started
about four miles from where we live.

we got winter wheat for temn shillings «nd spring for one dollar,
corn for four shillings, and potatoes for ome shilling, Pork is thirteen
to ten cents a pound, Where the grist mill is building they are going to
have & store this summer, There is a saw mill and they intend to have
all kinds of magninery as the country needs it, There are no schools
near where we are mor regular meetings (church services), They have
presching once im three or four weeks, four miles from us, I think
these dlsadvantages will soon be done away &8 the population increases,
Sehoole and meetings will increase, 1 think in a few years there will
be transpeoriati om by railroad or easnal, such a country as this cammot lay
without market, Potatoes are so plenty we could buy 100 ushels for
one shilling per bushel, Some farmers have five or six hundred bushels
laying in their barm now between here and Tox River and only three years
ago they had to pay four dollsare a bushel for potatoes, twenty a barrel
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for flour. ‘

I expected to sce fine country but it is much more beautiful than I
had any idea of, I sald the steamboat was the greatest curiosity I
ever saw but this is the greatest in mature, To see great fields im
nature ready to till, I thought as I was riding along I must see some
beautiful village or farm house instead of that all I saw in the shape
of building was here and there a log house put up, which wszs the only
thing that reminded me of a new country.

~ The road from Milwaukee to Pox River was very bad which is sixteen
miles, the rest of the way was the most handsome I ever saw, We started
from Milwai kee the first of Jume and got to our jourmeys end the fourth
about noon,

Mra OGates our nearest neighbor, had dinner ready and was waiting
for us, We took dinmer and tea there, The next morning I was ready to
get our own breakfast, We huve two meighbors in sight, on one each side
of us, They are very eclever. When we get inm our own house we will
have ihree families in three quarters of a mile, I like theJooks of our
farm very much as we fassed by it., I thought it was as handsome as we
need ask for, There is thirty acres prairie and the rest is oak
openings, William has some joining ours and three lots joining Nr,
Mulks, We are seven miles from Mr, Mulks, Cyrenus has got one aere
broke and is going to have twe more, He is going to have one acre of
corn and intends planting tomorrow, the rest he is going to put inte
potatoes buckwheatl and some gardem space, He says he never has seen anye
thing so nice in New York state, The ground is HWack and mllow as an ash
heap, the soil is very deep. He had it broke up for three dollars an
acre and it is done very nice,

I had almost forgotten to tell you how I feasted on fresh fish at
Mr. Keltner's, our boarding place, we had the nicest ones I ever saw,

We had one stuffed that would weigh six or eight pounds. It was equal to
& roast turkey, I wished I could send one to lother,

When I think of mother's pale face it makes me anxious to near from
hery if I can only hear that she 1s gaining and that all the rest of you
are well, what a comfort it will be, Sometimes when I am alone and
think what & great body of water separates us and what a journey must be
performed to see each other, it scems almost impossible but scems more
like a drem tham red ity, Yet the journey wes not so tedivus that if
we had good luck and our life and health are spared, I think I shall
see you in a few years, but years seem like a great while but I must
submit to it., I don't want you to give yourselves any uneasiness about
me, my hardest lot is to be separated from my friends. I am very
comfortably situated with one of the kindest husbands, tdll grandmother
I should like to have her see what a handsome farm we have got. The
¢limate ie very much as it is in New York State, We have had a great
deal of rain for a week or two, if it rai ne nard one day it is dry
enough to plow the mext, It is fiftye-five miles from Milwaukee to
where we live, Tell father Hollister's folke that Cyrenus and William
are in good spirits and indeed we all fell pretty well, Tell livs,
Sechutt $hat Uriah wishes sometime that she knew where he was and that
he was taking eomfort. Tell Charlotte that I think Uriah will succeed
in getting lund before he returns, I heard Gitty Anm had a new dress,

I should like to see it, ©She must send me a little sample, Kiss
Alonzo and Adelaide for me, I hope to hear they have grown finally.
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The next time I write I'll direet Ebeneszer, which will be after we get
our new house,

Tell Jacob and Peter I think they would like to plow here, Jane
Bliza you must be ready to come home with me the first time I come out,
I hope all will be out before that time, Xiss Lorenso and Jemes for
le.

' I remain your affectionate daughter and sister,
~ Maria

Direet your letter to Homer Walworth County, Wisconsin
Territory, soon a8 you can,

P.8, my love to all that tdk e the paine to inquire after me,
I owe Phebe Freer one shilling, I forgot to pay her, I wish you would

ay her - :
o ' Al exander & Nellie Latimer

Hew York State
Slaterville Springs,
0ld Hollister Homestead,




REMINISCENCES BY U, 8, HOLLISTER
(Uriah Hollister, Son of Maria C. and Cyrenus Hol}.ister)

I was born on the old Hollister homes near Slaterville,
Toupiins County, New York, September 11, 1838, I do not glw the above
information as of any mmu except tn explain my privilege of
writing of things that happened 2 long time ago.

My father and mother, Cyrenus and Maria C. Hollister, (nee Latimer)
moved from New York (York State) early in the spring of ! 39. The route
by team to Ithaca, by canal from Ithaca to Buffalo, by wheezy old
steamer Buffalo ho mm w Mﬁﬁmﬂm;

- On arrival in Mi1vaukee w mﬁhr and I was left while !‘at.her,
ﬁppfdﬁﬂl“‘“ﬂ wvent out into the wilderness on foot to

a home, Uncle Williah Hollister had made the pieneer trip a year

prospecting mainly in northern Illinois, so that father had got

bt B Fonatel Sise of sonditicns. Father Nid traveied sevesel
aws and rmm oming out of the woods on the hill just east of the
site of the old he was ecaptivated by the broad expanse of Rock
Prairie s oadmtbuf‘mmmdat once returned to the Land 0ffice
in Milwa and preempted the old homestead, located in what later
was Darien Township S.u Walworth County, Wiseonsin,

While going over the ground he found a swarm of bees hanging to a
low breanch of an cak tree. "O0ld Uncle® Arthur Stewart was an earlier
anmmnntuo eer log house near by, Father got
from hin a bo: sav and e a rough hive in which he hived the bees,
set the hive t a tree and went about his business, This was a
parent hive that fmishaﬂ other swarms for forty years afterwards.

Returning to Milwaukee, father purchased a lumber a yoke of
axm, a plow ::ﬂ me*: atmr axtgnln as were needed s.n 1& 1;.:;.
s while home was being 4Gy WE a

tth eabin t%tmmnahmMWamn Baskins, who

antieipa Horace Greely's advice to ao West, had pulled up %m
moved on as settlers began to eome in, s vis Aithated Juss merth

of th- ams Hollister brieck house on thu corner, This was veal
oneer 1ife. ﬁe fire plage or chimmey, no stove of cowrse, Mother
id all the coo out of doors, a ng pan, tea kettle and baking

kettle were the only conveniences,.

Then the building of a home, the first frame house in that vieinity.
Father and Unele amﬁddlﬁmwrh Qak troes vers eut nd
hewed for the frms he rafters, sills, Joists and s 8 were all
S ot Y Sants Do u sntngles ar oakty 'ived and staved, In this
W&mzrmﬁn the froe, ¢ heavy wedge shaped blade with a
handle at right angles, used £or tyutt.ing out the shingles or shakes,

alse a ed one for splitting ocut staves. Father made 2ll the mher
barrels, wash tnha and buckets that were used, hooping them with
W + For siding oak 8 were hauled to Hnm's Mill.

This sawmill was situated under ° hill where an old flowr mill now
atmu. A little uhﬂmt w up around it whieh later was known
mnrdy of oak, exeopt a pmol mdu- the mtal made of pim tmm'
mg The ' of stone, laid up with clay mortar and
t one half eutside of hmq, I Juige the wmm was about
3.8 x 24, no partitions on oitlm* floor, PFather and mother slept
owns TSe

The first reeollection I have of anything wes being awakened one
bitter cold morning by my father chopping ice out of the barrel which
he brought inte the fireplace., Later I imew that tu the water for
the house use for two years was hauled from Keeler's spring on the
south end of the Peter Latimer farm and that father was chopping the
ice out of the barrel to fill the tea kettle,
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I saw the first cook stove when I wae six or seven vears old.
Our ple had found one somewhere snd put it in operation and the
méma used to come in to see it as a curiesitys On this stove

3 Cene, mana to fall from a high chair when he was about two

years old and bu his chin, the resulting secr explains why that old
rooster wears :

After a time the first floor gart of the house was plastered
ot g rroe g i g o K R B T ORER

1y inereased a oys got big en . ¢ kicked out of ti

warped, leaving plenty of spaces for snew ifs L many
me 38 t:-hgma ng there would b;oi:;w inehes of hgw on
' g::h m‘elotma and hike bare oot M the snow
M§

there redeemning features. The ouk ahlﬁh_ | s hard as a
mQ; feet long laid 12 inche the weather, warped into

But
mih:mw trough, and then th tu;:gth rain upon the roof
he § f a . then the pat ha n the roc
manﬁm 'ear beds were a&gﬂﬁpwmﬁw“tmtw

could reach the rafters while lying in and when it began to rain
the feeling of security from the s mmmiqmmrm
us to sleep. I don't ve we were ever awake more than a minubte
after the rain began,

Another of my earliest recollections is of a deerhunt father
and Unele William, Immmmsmtmammmm,w@?m
wore white shirts and white eloth about their eaps, so as not to be
mmmm;mmﬁ. Idom-tmrﬁuirmm-w
o Ty ’W %o :&hm? '“%2” mﬁﬁd‘mw oo |
road toward the house, WW ' the fdoor and T was takon out
to see three buek deer with , horns stretehed out on the sled, Thove
vas meat for the winter, The hid tenned and buckskin mittens
made ond buckskin string for all uses for which cord is now put,

In this connection my father made the only shoes I had until T was ad
least ten years old of buckskin or of his old boot legs. We never

vore shoes or boots in summer time those days. We put off our shoes
‘2t the earliest coming of spring and enly put them on again when the
frost nipped too sharp in the fall, As an illustration: West of the
0ld house was a 20 acre meadow where the cows were turned into graze
late in the fall, On a speeially cold night they would go to a low
place in the northwestern cormer of the lot to sleep. In the morning
the grass would be covered with a white erisp frost, It was the duty
of brother, Kimner and myself to bring the eows » to the house to be
milked, We would start out barefoet, rumning as fast as we could to
keep waru. meam.m-ams&mu@m;mmmmm
they had made until our feet got warm, meanwhile mms the cows

heme and when they were well on the way, another rum to destination.

ﬂeﬁmtutmgm&s&ham“tw settled the Indian
question Southern u&w&nﬁa, but at the time of our settling there
vere meny roaming bands of Chi 18 and Winn EO88e I Teb I one
day my nother I were alone the house when zbout thirty Indians
on ponies stopped at the house and by signs demended something to
314 not satisty inen ¥ S Ry Do Sb pintat et o o ar T
d not satisfy th so they n to prospeet and &
barrel of salt pork in the cellar. Thi: they took possession of and
with the aild of buekskin strings tied # to their saddles, and as they
left the house golng down the road towards Uncle Lenm's, i remenber
what a sight it wass The Indians with their buckskin clotles and
feathers and the white pieces of meat,

a8 D& S O8
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ummsmm-mmm:m@mmmmmmmm

there were many that wepre 4 tamhmatuaww
dgpressions now. Oftem in ly sunny days, we would go

in swirming in these ponds while &n&sﬂiﬂmﬂumm
the water, but we were not obliged to do it and it was great fum,

Imm«ﬁeﬂrm sehools, Just south of the old
father had built a2 brick house, This was & milk house in
Mmmwma“mum mag.m. :
Mm'unmwsarwm, later Mrc, Jomes N, Shorman,
The furniture was benches of osk slabs ﬁﬁxmrus for

legs, This building was sbout 12:16 insidey in wieh

In old times the Publie MawWMe Lem's past
_mmm«mwmmwwum another road east’
of the Knilians homes but at that time the home of CGeorge Jamecs.
nmmmwm:wwh:l;dwt etion lines this road wos

w This compelled father to the new house eighty rods
The was puilt at the new loeation & year before the house
thmﬁmemmtmtwmﬂM ;mmm
girl, sister of Mrs, B. Latimer, mmwm tﬁ
Wutmmwﬂmw hga nmm

- hmxu. gay here that about

m wh accounts for the
aidm n%v

. ﬁhl re the K. N, Hollister farm
| lmuseahit mtmtimmm& )
from M he wo the help from an a ce (one
B e Datinee G ”‘&‘“ e m%”*’m“’“ﬁﬁ v nadisg
en to the ng ( el 5
as Uncle Bben the trm at mm

with the prefaum of arehitect -~ he got the extra twenty-five cents.

Pinally a sechool house was built in the James district, a nut
nore than two miles away wiamﬁnmrmﬂ!wumtwuf:ml
several yvears, Our rirn§ teacher was Sarah Irish, 2 aisﬁterai’ﬂaﬂ
Irishy whom I assume many people in Delavan remembers, It was called
the Jms distriet for the reason that George James lived on the
present Enilans farm and Perry James lived a half mile south,

xrmmaﬂramsetwaxmwm}mémmmawrn

 boys appetite I was hungry Bel lived in & pioneer
near the school house, ‘I telm troubles to George mlding and

ho mmmmmmmwnm We went to his house,

family was the door locked, hutwkekoinmdmmasarﬂ

‘gumk &gﬁa = gtack of e¢old mmat cakes, That was the best
ever -

Mntwmg:wéimﬂm
m our neighborhood, Then there was

d

Housten, tzha

mnsm mam here it is now
i » Latimer farm,

5 malﬂqwmtaaitmm:mm
mmtxammmmwmwzr.m—_ about
evenly divided and there were a great many very hot meetings.

B. Latimer sided with Weed, One meeting I remember in particular,
the last oney; at whieh the rity MM g loeate on the Latimer

farn, Houston and Latimer pot into & they both had their
coats off, vhen Latimer mm someone t¢ hold his before he ate
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Houston up, Weed was beaten at this meeting and laid it to the
ehairman of the meeting, William Hollister, I heard hin remark as
he left the poom, "There sat old Bill Hollister like a dammed old
turkey cock who aidn’t have sense mmgh to put his motion.” Weed
was a ¢haracter, never known a day's Wk but managed somehow to
get along and awt a bu family. ny as a lawyer but never
seemed to have a case, He remarked one atmhm,"xrtht
damned fools in Walworth County had lmown enough to appreciate
m:a:t, he wuld have bum a ment attorney."

I ¢all to mind W om Sluers wio ;aallaﬂ up stakes and moved
mstasmmmmmem Mﬂd:ar thmﬂ m

these were the Moores, ?«&uﬁg
Hapdys, and Haskins, 'mauaou ﬁaﬂw was mﬁ&:%

Moore who lived many years in a big mmcmnfwmom
James Stewart., I reeall four boys, the oldest, William, lived for
yma on the form known as t.hc Wickhan~Cheesbro. th Mocre
t a log house west of his mother which was ocoupled of later years
:I the Rovwleys. The Teachouts lived on the mamt George Christie
ace. u.n.mﬂymummm:ama trader, going later
to California, I remember when he had & tmibl» toothache, old
Dr. Blancherd eame with his turnkey. was laid flat w nis back
on the floor, One of the hired men held his head down, the doetor
:ﬁaﬁﬂ.ﬂtﬁhﬁum&!mmﬂurmmﬁ?gawmmat tooth
came out, even today.

I heard r wag an Indian trader mewumﬁm
Mthowim rnmm”maﬁ and go somewhere, north,
south or west to trade. On one excursion he brought home a big

birehbark basket of mgh which father purchased from him,
I.Wmtﬁ:um or a who w dmtsmmyleamarm
there wvas & pound ehunk utﬂu Ham Moore and I

kept g@otty well sweetened until we m to the bottom of that

basket, Then we quit, The Indians, as we learned later, had a

sooking muskrat in the maple when dnas sugar,
getwrwﬂmm of that basket was lined
bones, and hair of one of the amphibious rodents.

Ham Moore, mWstsmormdwmu wags our chum, IHis
myftﬁtmhu innocent disrepard for tzmtmﬂx gort of a white-
headed Ananias,. mmmmmw:-ma&asmuma
an osk tree into which someone had bored an a which at
that time I mention, had grown over, Klmner, f
thnt!ﬂménvmm tetnpmwandrmkoe!mms
that there were bones of fly that tree. We asked him how he
m He s=id he came along there one day just as the hole was
: over and he eaught a fly and put it in and Just as he put it

the hole growed over.

Ismm:mtﬂthmyfathammmmkuwmmmmalm
time the only market rwmvhaatmd ke On one of these

sing

sions Kinner had by striet economy | an old t:hu m'ka
it to wwith:aM$ﬁmteWMum¢pph va .
I did so, It took two days to make the trip home and the time I

carried that @, sorely tempted, but finally mw it Bu% all
oo i o ~ i g g 21

ﬁnﬁrstnasm«ketwlifnauthamlthmmwwa

ummwmthwnmwmthmmﬂ. I gtarted out in the
mmmummmm«rmummm

at Unecle Lem's. Aunt Ann was wtam:mnnamg“w
Mmma Captain Kidd, when I sailed, &&maiuiladuu I
a;;metwdhwuhﬁsuahammﬂawghm informed her

t:msua{msm. mclmhdmmmm:yamthm
remarked, "A little runt, ain't you?" I went home,
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wmz{mw norses, Tom and Jack, wonderful animels, were
hagsed in | « The trip to Milwaukee and back could be made in
express time, four days if loaded both ways, and three days if
lcaded only one way.

mﬁ'ﬁamm&”t for their horse mﬁﬁ“‘-m
prmer gt led oats f r s08 - ar charge
at the hotels was 50¢ for supper, breskfast and lodging mm
the heorses, This was later mah to seventy-five cents., Whiskey

R g by el ey Rl
¢ te the ¢ e was a el
story was current that she M?pw on her lmm of

using 2 board, Scmeone asked her she did this and she answered
thﬁcw: a board would get 1:3 but she always knew where to
find @

I wonder how many living in Delavan now remember the railread
celebration when the Raecine & Mississippi rails reached there?
zmwmmwmmmmmammimmmmgn
the brick tavern (they are ealled hotels now.) It was about the
wildest Wﬁ!sﬁg BaW, Jg ;u claimed t&m every man %:mtgat-
drunk execept B. Latimer and James Aram, name Aram brings to
M:-MWWMMM%M:M; Passage and
mwm&'msmthwmm A big
sign over the di read "Passage and Aran", The boys rubbed out
the "and" between the mames and substituted the word "is" and put a
comma after the "A" in the Aram, Translate it rourself.

The brick house on the m&nw the Gardenmer farm, was

2 X Lt b s

It is vonderful how foolish little things crowd the minds of old
£ isho& Vallace ?&.’fﬁmﬁm :’%m éuf : afngzg;ﬁ? ::h
of these ¥ ce ( e s on th 88 J. ed's ney
when they were daneing, Jim remarked that he ought to be kicked.
Next morning Conable showed up at Weed's and called Jim's attention

to the remark and asked him if he was still of the same opiniocn,
The answer of course was "yes". Conable tupned around, lifted his
coattall and invited Jin to kiek, He did. Then Conable turned and
gave him the licking of his 1ife,

I think Rial Weed brought the first reaping machine inte our
elghborhood, It was a Hussey, before the time of MeCornick, a
ﬂaﬁ* The sheaves were raked off in the rear of the
platforn and to be bound and taken out of the way before the
machine came around again,

At that time the regular wegs for harvest hands was §1 p dag

mmmmwuamglmummm . e

harvest hands fron Chicago and. Milwaulee thought the reaper would pu

mmﬁrhm-mmufntmuamtnm“!m
ou

they mobbed the reaper and put i t of commisgion, But the reaper
had come o smmn oke up more land, doubled and quad-
rupled their acreage with the 11t that in & few years these same
?a&ymmmming $+ a day and three .%geu. Now three
Jiggers a day for twenty nmen meant some whiskey ; 1t was as cheap
as anything else except water, I remember my father to give a
five zallen keg and seven shillings, in other words 87i¢ and send me
to Johnson's dlstillery in Delavan o get the keg filled, 173¢ a
gallen, This distillery was located just south the spriagr;u the
hillside, Later 1t was used by Barker for a vinegar factory,




wliw
Finally Lueian Bornes built a house very near the old distiller

The firet threshing machine was brought into that country by

sreal Stowell., It was whet was called a traveling machine, that isy 1
at 1ta power fronm the hubs of the wheels., A load of amws were

on the platform and the mechine with horses hitched to it was
_mautiaoﬁmmmtm-m&mmM¢ma. It had no
i 1 attachment ?d.n chaff all came out t'esa‘éh w
st’bn.mm&:tauta sieh and was popula ng bet
_eame on the market,

Among the early harvest hands was 016 Dan smfrard an industrious,
honest, old Irishman, one of the kind who swg ﬁgk&t@f
m&m,azmmmmsmm as
Patrick's AAL One harve th.mm was very hot and Ehamiums
ripening mw s injury. Finally there came a rainy &gﬂ
wmmmxmumtmm guegsing on the weather
Dan came along. Hamthiammhwfmmﬂnm « Holllster,
dwﬂmmmmnmmammuithasémi
or four days?"

Ilmkh«kt‘iwethﬁpatmwum what a charm there was
in the eldfashioned, rgm days of a&x to mmtymsage. The
freedom of 1t all, The t in the 8y the swimming hole the
wtm&uaihoemmh wild flowers, and more than all the

site.

r until scmet

ast tiree

eomradeship of se days.

Our games were strenuousj foot raeing, swimming, old
fashioned bnnhﬂi made us st'ardy ~reliant aﬁé then ag we
grew big encugh, the rifle and the shot gun muio chickens mst%
on the cornshocks, qwx by the hmﬂrod, wilﬂ euss and mmkn p:.mti
to great aceomp th ﬁrm

In 1860 vhen the Civil War was nost of these & enlisted,

13,300 Shreeg oo &mmm;ﬁ,wm new Feeruits Sould G
e ve ence

ite There were but few ; but were fine rifle siots, I scme-

mmmumhm our country was celled suddenly to

recruit a big army, DBut boys we were then and those who survive are old

men nov.

my early asssoelates I nm& first my brother, Kinner, as a boy
m&mwalanctmaamorulm ummmmtmw
_me write of early days. Next was my brother, Gene, He appeared a
le too late to share in some of tle sarly experiences of we two
euﬂ‘m. Then there was Ham Moore, Andy and Archie Stewasrt, Trume
snﬁ %b Jones, Sum Welch and George Belden, Jerome and mnim Baﬁ-
and Norm Keeler, The later Stewarts and Hollisters boo
to aom% mst of these boys had some peculiarity or Wtsﬁsﬂu gy
wiich they were lmown, HNHam Moore f‘or hs.s vhite hair, his extreme good
nature and wonderful imagination. mwmxmaaja
mmuwwvmanmmuamm S Andyammtzn
good and Mustriwn ggs# alwagu ready to do their share in
m& g Ihanémamr%wi%uﬁﬁﬂ
mmm wula mﬁdéh. The majerity of these men have
over the divide. As were good boys, they were good men., Bach 41
his duty in 1ife as he found it to de. "Hore's tears for the comrades
vho are waiting for us on the other side of the range and blessings on
the frosty he&ga of those who livel
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