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REPORT

OF

THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., October 30, 1876.

Sik: I have the honor to submit herewith, in acecordance with law,
the annual report of the Indian Office, accompanied by the reports of
its superintendents and agents. These reports give detailed statements
of the condition of the Indian tribes, and the progress which has been
made during the past year, and indicate that the condition of this
branch of the public service is steadily becoming more efficient and
satisfactory, ;

The management of Indian affairs is always attended with much of
difficulty and embarrassment. In every other department of the publie
service, the officers of the Government conduct business mainly with
civilized and intelligent men. The Indian Office, in representing the
Government, has to deal mainly with an uneivilized and unintelligent
people, whose ignorance, superstition, and suspicion materially increase
the difficulty both of controlling and assisting them.

The traditionary belief, which largely prevails, that the Indian service,
throughout its whole history,has been tainted with fraud, arises, I appre-
hend, not only from the fact that frands have been committed, but also
because, from the nature of the service itself, peculiar opportunities for
fraud may be found. The agencies are usually located in distant, and,
in some cases, almost inaccessible places. They are, in many instances,
S0 far from the accustomed abodes of our people as to Dbe rarely visited
by any civilized men except the agent and his employés and persons
" furnishing supplies. It thus happens that the business of the agency is
- conducted without the restraints which generally surround public offi-

cers. The agent is too remote to be under the immediate and constant
surveillance of the central office. He is in a great degree free from the
espionage of an intelligent publicgand,those near him who are competent’
to detect frauds or criticise official conduct may be influenced by or be
in collusion with him. The Indians to whom he distributes supplies are
tooignorant to protect themselves from imposition, or, in case dishonesty
is suspected, to bring the fact to the knowledge of this office. Thus it
happens that the fact that frauds are known to have been committed,

oined to the knowledge that abundant opportunities for frauds exist,
excites in the minds of a suspicious public a readiness to believe every
rumor affecting the integrity of an Indian agent or the honesty of the
Indian service. '

INCREASED SALARIES FOR AGENTS.

The most important duties in the conduct of our Indian affairs are,
and of necessity must be, performed by the agent. Not only are com-
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mitted to him the conduct of the agency business proper, the erection
and care of buildings, the supervision of farming and mechanical oper-
-ations, the purchase and care of stock, the proper receipt and distribu-
tion of supplies, the management of schools, the keeping of accurate
and complicated financial accounts, and the farnishin g ot information and
advice as a basis of action by this office, but upon his skill, tact, and
ability to influence and control his Indians, success in the administra-
tion of Indian affairs wholly depends. No man, who is not possessed of
talents of a high order and great variety, can be completely suc-
cessful as an Indian agent. A distinguished military officer, after long
experience with Indians, states that to successfully manage one of the
most important Indian agencies requires as high an order of capacity
as to command an army.

The great want of the Indian service has always been thoroughly -
competent agents. The President has sought to secure proper persons
for these important offices by inviting the several religious organizations,
through their constituted authorities, to nominate to him men for whose
ability, character, and conduct they are willing to vouch. I believe the
churches have endeavored to perform this duty faithfully, and to a fair
degree have succeeded ; but they experience great difficnlty in inducing
persons possessed of the requisite qualifications to accept these posi-
tions. When it is considered that these men must take their families
far into the wilderness, cut themselves off from civilization with its
comforts and attractions, deprive their children of the advantages of
education, live lives of anxiety and toil, give bonds for great sums of
money, be held responsible in some instances for the expenditure of
Lundreds of thousands of dollars a year, and subject themselves to ever-
ready suspicion, detraction, and calumny, for a compensation less than
that paid to a third-class clerk in Washington, or te a village postmas-
ter, it is not strange that able, upright, thoroughly competent men hes-
itate, and decline to aceept the position of an Indian agent, or if they
accept, resign the position after a short trial. In my judgment the
welfare of the public service imperatively requires that the compensa-
tion offered an Indian agent should be somewhat in proportion to the
capacity required in the office, and to the responsibility and labor ot
the duties to be performed.

I respectfully recommend that this subject be brought to the attention
of Congress, and that that Lody be requested to appropriate not less
than $30,000, to be distributed "as additional compensation to Indian
agents having the most important and difficult agencies ; the salary of
no agent to amount to more than $3,000. While fully aware of the
great reluctance of Congress to increase salaries, T believe the inerease
suggested is most urgently needed, a® would result in a large saving
to the Treasury, and be of incalculable benefit to the Indians and to
the service. ‘

INADEQUATE AND DELAYED APPROPRIATIONS.

During the past year the office has been seriously embarrassed by
inadequate and delayed appropriations. In J anuary last the agents at
Spotted Tail and Red Cloud reported that their supplies of beef and
flour would be exhausted by March 1. This information was transmit-
ted to Congress, with the recommendation that the emergeney be mef
by special appropriation. No appropriation being made, the attention
of Congress was again urgently called to the subject in Executive mes-
sage of February 28. On the 6th of April a deficiency bill appropri-
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ating $150,000 was passed; but relief had been so long delayed that,
though the utmost expedition was used, supplies failed to reach the
agencies until the Indians were in almost a starving condition, and
until the apparent purpose of the Government to abandon them to star-
vation at their agencies had induced large numbers to go north and
_join the hostile bands under Sitting Bull.

In July last, through the failure of Congress to pass the annual ap-
propriation bill, supplies at several Sioux agencies again became nearly
exhausted, and though a temporary appropriation of $150,000 was made,
many Indians, rendered excited and suspicious by the war in the north,
abandoned their agencies to take part in hostilities. Congress still
failing to pass the annual appropriation bill, a similar emergency existed
in August, which was again met by a temporary relief bill, but produced
a like effect on the Indians.

The above facts are not recited for the purpose of criticism or fault-
finding, but to vindicate this bureau from the charge made at the time,
that the deficieney in supplies was owing to inefficiency and neglect on
the part of the office. —

My predecessor submitted, through the Secretary of the Interior, to Con-
gress in December last, a full history of the facts relative to the removal
of the Pawnees from Nebraska to the Indian Territory, and asked for an
appropriation of $300,000 to defray the expense of said removal, and to
establish the tribe in their new home; the same to be reimbursed to the
Treasury from proceeds of the sale of their Nebraska reservation. The

" Dbill, however, was not passed until April; not until the attention of
Congress had been repeatedly called to it, and not until hundreds of
Pawnees had been compelled to abandon their agency, to live by beg-
ging or stealing in Southern Kansas. In numerous other instances,
notwithstanding the passage of several relief bills, the funds at the dis-
posal of this office have been so limited as to make it a matter of the ut-
most difficulty to keep Indians from suffering with hunger.

ANNUITY PURCHASES.

The failure to pass the annual appropriation bill before the 15th of
August last, has made the duty of purchasing supplies and transporting
them to the agencies unusually arduous. Immediately on the passage
of the act, advertisements for proposals for beef, flour, and other sup-
plies, and for transportation, were issued, to be opened in Saint Louis
on the 6th of September; and for dry goods, groceries, hardware, &c.,
to be opened in New York on the 14th of September.

In Saint Louis bids were opened in tlie presence ot a committee of the
Board of Indian Commissioners and ot Col. L. P. Luckey, representing
the Secretary of the Interior; in New York, in the presence of the
Assistant Secretary of the Interior and the full Board of Indian Com-
missioners. A large number of proposals were received, and most of the
awards, with the exception of transportation and beef, were made on
terms more favorable to the Government than usual.

Owing to the lateness of the season, transportation rates over sev-
eral routes are higher than last year. Up the Missouri River, for
instance, goods must be transported at a low stage of water, with a
liability of the river closing with ice, thus increasing the distance over
which they must be hanled by wagon over roads impeded with snow.
The increase in the price of beef at some points is due in part to the
lateness of the season, but more particularly to the greater stringency
in the terms of the contract as to the quality of the beef to be received.

L
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Notwithstanding every effort has been made to expedite the shipments
of supplies, it is probable that a portion of those for the more remote
agencies will fail to reach their destination this fall.

It is very important that the appropriation for Indian supplies shoukd
be made early in the year, to enable the office to take advantage of the
most favorable season for purchase and transportation, and to perform
this important service with due deliberation and care.

THE POLICY TO BE PURSUED.

In order to form any wise opinion as to the best method of dealing
hereafter with our Indians, a clear conception of their actual condition,
and of ur present relations with them, is necessary.

From he first settlement of the country by white men until a com-
paratively recent period, the Indians have been constantly driven west-
ward from the Atlantic. A zigzag, ever-varying line, more or less defi-
nitely marked, extending from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, and
always slowly moving west, has been known as the ¢ frontier ” or ¢ bor-
der.” Along this border has been an almost incessant struggle, the
Indians to retain and the whites to get possession ; the war being broken
by periods of occasional and temporary peace, which usually followed
treaties whereby the Indians agreed to surrender large tracts of their
lands. This peace would continue until the lands surrendered had been
occupied by whites, when the pressure of emigration would again break
over the border, and the Indian, by force or treaty, be compelled to sur-
render another portion of his cherished hunting-grounds.

So long as the illimitable West offered to the Indian fresh hunting-
grounds, be was unwilling to exchange his wild freedom and indolent
existence for the restraints and toil of the rude and imperfect civiliza-
tion to which it was possible for him in only one life-time to attain. If
any tribe of Indians in this country had made the effort to abandon
their savage mode of life and undertake self-sapport by labor, it is at
least doubtful whether for many years the change would not have ren-
dered them more miserable and wretched. Their lack of means, of
knowledge, and of previous training would, in all probability, have made
such an attempt a conspicuous failure. 1If individual Indians had suc-
ceeded in acquiring property, they would probably have been swindled
out of it by unscrupulous white men. The natural and the casiest
course was to remove west and continue to hunt.

Toward the close of the first half of this century the tide of emigra-
tion and adventure swept even the frontier away and ruslied across the
continent. Throughout the vast regions-of the West the adventurous,
grasping Anglo-Saxon race is dominant and in possession of the fairest
and richest portions of the land. Except in the Indian Territory and per-
haps Dakota, the white exceeds the Indian population. No new hunt-
ing-grounds remain, and the civilization or the utter destruction of the
Indians is inevitable. The next twenty-five years are to determine the
fate of a race. If they cannot be taught, and taught very soon, to
accept the necessities of their situation and begin in earnest to provide
for their own wants by labor in civilized pursuits, they are destined to
speedy extinction.

From the fact that for so long a period Indian eivilization has been
retarded, it must not be concluded that some inherent charaeteristic in
the race disqualifies it for civilized life. 1t may well be doubted whether
this be true of any race of men. Surely it cannot be true of a race, any
portion of which has made the actual progress realized by sowe of our
Indians. They can and do learn to labor; they can and do learn to
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read. Many thousands to-day are engaged in civilized occupations. But
the road out of barbarism is a long and difficult one. Even in enlight-
ened Europe there are millions of people whose ancestors a few genera-
tions ago were as ignorant and poor and degraded as our most advanced
Indian tribes now are. Civilization is a vague, indefinite, comparative
term. Ourchildren’s grandchildren may look uponour civilization as very
rude and imperfect. It is not my wish to give any rose-colored view of
the present condition of our Indians. Many of them are as miserable
and degraded as men can be; but it cannot be denied that others are
making reasonably satisfactory progress.

Within a few years the Government has undertaken somewhat system-
atically to bring them into civilized life. The ¢ peace policy” has sought
to throw around them healthful associations; to place at the several
agenciesagents and employés of good moraland Christian characterand of
active sympathies ; and an earnest effort has been made to teach Indians
to labor and to read. It is too soon, perhaps, to assert that this effort
has proved a success, but the accompanying reports of agents abun-
dantly show that, notwithstanding all surrounding difficulties, much
has been accomplished toward establishing and maintaining peace,
toward protecting Indians from evil influences, and toward awakening
in them the desire for a better mode of life. The success of some of our
agents, who have labored under reasonably favorable circumstances,
deserves all praise, and has fully equaled the fondest hopes of the friends
of the peace policy. Certainly enough improvement has been made to
justify the continuance of the present benevolent efforts.

In considering whether modifications of existing methods may not be

desirable, I have arrived at the conviction that the welfare and progress

of the Indians require the adoption of three principles of policy:

First. Concentration of all Indians on a few reservations.

Second. Allotment to them of lands in severalty.

Third. Extension over them of United States law and the jurisdiction
of United States courts. '

CONSOLIPATION OF RESERVATIONS.

The reservations upon which, in my opinion, the Indians should be
consolidated, are the Indian Territory, the White Harth reservation in
Northern Minnesota, and 2 reservation in the southern par$ of Wash-
ington Territory, probably the Yakama reservation. If it should be
found impracticable to remove the Indians of Colorado, Utah, New

Mexico, and Arizona, to the Indian Territory, they might be concen- .

trated on some suitable reservation either in Colorado or Arizona.

I am well aware that it will take a long time, much patient effort, and
considerable expense, to effect this proposed consolidation ; but after
consulting with many gentlemen thoroughly acquainted with Indian
questions and Indian character, I am satisfied that the undertaking can
be accomplished. If legislation were secured giving the President
authority to remove any tribe or band, or any portion of a tribe or
band, whenever in his judgment it was practicable, to any one of the
reservations named, and if Congress would appropriate, from year
to year, a sum sufficient to enable him to take advantage of every
favorable opportunity to make such removals, I am confident that a few
vears’ trial would conclusively demonstrate the entire feasibility of the
plan. I believe that all the Indians in Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota,
and a part at least of those in Wyoming and Montana, could be induced
to remove to the Indian Tetritory, There is also ground for the belief
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that the Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico Indians, and a part if not
all of those in Nevada, could also be taken to that Territory.

Many of these Indians are now located on lands utterly untit for culti-
vation, whére starvation or perpetual support by the Government are the
only alternatives. It is doubtful whether even white people could culti-
vate profitably the greater part of the Sioux reservation in Dakota. In
the Indian Territory, on the other hand, are fertile land, a genial climate,
and room for more Indians than there are in the whole Union.

That the Indian sentiment is opposed to such removal is true. Diffi-
culties were experienced in bringing to the Territory its present inhab-
itants from east of the Mississippi; but the obstacles were overcome,
and experience shows that there the race can thrive. With a fair degree
of persistence the removal thither of other Indians can also be secured.
The Pawnees have recently gone there, and seem content with their new
home. The Poncas,and even the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail Sioux, give
evidence that they are ready for the change ; and if Congress will make
a liberal appropriatian to effect the removal of these Sioux, it is quite
likely that within a year or two, other bands now on the Missouri River
may also be induced to remove. If the Sioux are given a suitable reser-
vation in that Territory for a permanent home, and are aided by the
Government for a few years in their efforts at agricalture and stock-
raising, I know of no reason why they may not, in one generation,
become as far advanced as are the Cherokees and Choctaws now.

It is to be regretted that all the Indians in the United States cannot
be removed to the Indian Territory ; but it is doubtful whether, at least
for many years, it will be Dbest to attempt to remove Indians thither
from the region of the great lakes or from the Pacific coast. I would
therefore suggest that, for the tribes of Wisconsin and Minnesota, and
the wandering Pembinas in Dakota, the White Earth reservation is
best adapted as a permanent home. Containing thirty-six townships ot
well-watered timber and wheat lands, it offers far better agricultural
facilities than do other reservations in those States, and is in about the
same latitude with them. :

My information in regard to the proper reservation for the Indians on
the Pacific coast is less definite, and I have suggested the Yakama
reservation, mainly because it is well known that the Indians there,
under the direction of Agent Wilbur, have made remarkable progress.
A commission now visiting the Indians in that region has been re-
quested to make such suggestions on the subject as they may deem wise.

The importance of reducing the number of reservations is shown by
the following considerations :

Many of the present reserves are almost worthless for agricultural
purposes ; others are rich in" soil, mineral wealth, and timber. Nearly
all are too small to subsist the Indians by hunting, and too large for them
to occupy in agricultural and civilized pursuits. Many are so remote
and difficult of access, that needed supplies can be furnished only at
great expense. Nearly all are surrounded by white settlers, more or
less numerous. Wherever an Indian reservation has on it good land,
or timber, or minerals, the cupidity of the white man is excited, and a
constant struggle is inaugurated to dispossess the Indian, in which
the avarice and determination of the white man usually prevails. The
length of the boundary-line between the reservations and the contiguous
white settlements amounts in the aggregate to thousands of miles, every
mile being a point of contact and difficulty. This aggregate boundary
is 80 extensive as to render almost impossible the prevention of illicit
trade in arms and whisky. As now constitated, these reservations are
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a refuge to the most lawless and desperate white men in America. There
the vagabonds, the outcasts, the criminals, the most immoral and licen-
tious of the population of the western portion of the country take up
their abode, because there they are practically beyond the reach and
operation of law, and can live lives of crime and debauchery with impu-
nity and without reproach. Such men seriously obstruct, it they do not
render nugatory, every effort to give assistance to the Indians.

By the concentration of Indians on a few reservations, it is obvious
that much of the difficulty now surrounding the Indian question will
vanish. Many agencies now conducted at large expense could be abol-
ished. The aggregate boundary-lines between the reservations and
country occupied by white people would be greatly reduced, and the
danger of violence, bloodshed, and mutnal wrong materially lessened.
The sale of liquors and arms could be more effectually prevented; bad

. white men could more easily be kept out of the Indian country ; neces-

sary supplies could be more cheaply furnished ; a far smaller military
force would be required to keep the peace; and generally, the Indians,
being more compact, could be more efficiently aided and controlled by
the officers of the Government. Moreover, large bodies of land would be
thrown open to settlement, proceeds of whose sale would be ample to
defray all expense of the removals.

ALLOTMENTS IN SEVERALTY,

It is doubtful whether any high degree of civilization is possible with-
out individual ownership of land. The records of the past and the
experience of the present testify that the soil should be made secure to
the individual by all the guarantees which law can devise, and that
nothing less will induce men to put forth their best exertions. No gen-
eral law exists which provides that Indians shall select allotments in sey-
eralty, and it seems to me a matter of great moment that provision should
be made nat only permitting, but requiring, the head of each Indian fam-
ily, to accept the allotment of a reasonable amount of land, to be the
property of himself and his lawful heirs, in liea of any interest in any
common tribal possession. Such allotments should be inalienable for at
least twenty, perhaps fifty years, and if situated in a permanent Indiar
reservation, should be transferable only among Indiaus.

I am not unaware that this proposition will meet with strenuous
opposition from the Indians themselves. Like the whites, they have
ambitious men, who will resist to the utmost of their power any change
tending to reduce the authority which they have acquired by personal
effort or by inheritance ; but it is essential that these men and their
claims should be pushed aside and that each individual shounld feel that
his home is his own ; that he owes no allegiance to any great man or to
any faction ; that he has a direct personal interest in the soil on which
he lives, and that that interest will be faithfally protected for him and
for his children by the Government.

LAW FOR INDIANS.

My predecessors have frequently called attention to the startlin g fact
that we have within our midst 275,000 people, the least intelligent por-
tion of our population, for whom we provide no law, either for their
protection or for the punishment of crime committed among themselves.
Civilization even among white men could not long exist without the
guarantees which law alone affords; yet our Indians are rewmitted by a
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great civilized government to the control, if control it can be called, of the
rude regulations of petty, ignorant tribes. Year after year we expend
millions of dollars for these people in the faint hope that, without law,
we can civilize them. That hope has been, to a great degree, a long
disappointment; and year after year we repeat the folly of the past. That
the benevolent efforts and purposes of the Government have proved so
largely fruitless, is, in my judgment, due more to its failure to make
these people amenable to our laws than to any other cause, or to all
other causes combined. )

1 believe it to be the duty of Congress at once to extend over Indian
reservations the jurisdiction of United States courts, and to declare that
each Indian in the United States shall occupy the same relation to law
that a white man does. An Indian should be given to understand that
no ancient custom, no tribal regulation, will shield him from just pun-
ishment for erime; and also that he will be effectually protected, by the
authority and power of the Government, in his life, liberty, property, and
character, as certainly as if he were a white man. There can be no doubt
of the power of Congress to do this, and surely the intelligent Committees
on Indian Affairs of the Senate and House can readily propose legisla-
tion whigh will accompiish this most desirable result. I regard this
suggestion as by far the most important which I have to make in this
report.

Since our Government was organized two questions, or rather two
classes of questions, have transcended all others in importance and dif-
ficulty, viz, the relations of the Government and the white people to
the negroes and to the Indians. The negro question has doubtless
absorbed more of public attention, aroused more intense feeling, and
cost our people more blood and.treasure than any other question, if not
all others combined. That question, it is to be hoped, is settled forever
in the only way in which its settlement was possible—by the full admis-
sion of the negro to all the rights and privileges of citizenship. Next
in importance comes the Indian question, and there can be no doubt
that our Indian wars have cost us more than all the foreign wars
in which our Government has been engaged. It is time that some solu-
tion of this whole Indian problem, decisive, satisfactory, just, and final,
should be found. In my judgment it can be reached only by a process
similar to that pursued with the negroes.

In the three propositions above stated, will, I believe, be found the
true and final settlement of this perplexing subject. However efficient
may be the administration of the Indian Office, and however faithful the
laborsofits agents and theirsubordinates, L have littlehopeof any marked
degree of success until the above suggestions are substantially adopted
as a permanent Indian policy. If Congress concludes to act on these
suggestions, laws should be passed at the coming session to extend the
jurisdiction of the courts over all Indians, and to provide for the allot-
ment of lands in severalty in the Indian Territory, and on such other
reservations as may be selected as permanent; and an appropriation
should be made with which to begin the removal of Indians to their per-
manent homes.

I trust I may be pardoned for stating that it appears to me that the
fundamental difficulty in our relations hitherto with Indians has been
the want of a well-defined, clearly-understood, persistent purpose on the
part of the Government. Indian affairs have heretofore been managed
largely by the application of mere temporary expedients in a fragmen-
tary and disjointed manner. Tor a hundred years the United States
has been wrestling with the ¢ Indian question,” but has never had an
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Indian policy. The only thing yet done by the Government in regard
to the Indians which seems to have been permanent and far-reaching
in its scope and purpose, is the dedication of the Indian Territory as
the final home for the race. Surely it is time that a policy should be
determined on, which shall be fully understood by the Government, the
people, and the Indians. We cannot afford to allow this race to perish
without making an honest effort to saveit. We cannot afford to keep
them in our midst as vagabonds and paupers.

T appeal to the statesmen of the country to give to this subject their
earnest attention ; the sooner it is settled on some wise and comprehen-
sive principle the better for all concerned. We have despoiled the In-
dians of their rich hunting-grounds, thereby depriving them of their
ancient means of support. Ought we not and shall we not give them at
least a secure home, and the cheap but priceless benefit of just and equi-
table laws?

THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

Affairs in the Indian Territory are both complicated and embarrass-
ing. By treaty the Government has ceded to the so-called civilized
tribes, the Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, and .Seminoles,
a section of country altogether disproportionate in amount to their
needs. The Cherokees number about 13,000, and own 5,031,351 acres, or
279% acres to each persdn. The 16,000 Choctaws have an average of 418
acres to each person; the 6,000 Chickasaws, an average of 775 acres ;
the 13,000 Creeks, an average of 247 acres, and the 2,438 Seminoles, an
average of 82 acres. In the aggregate, for a popalation of 55,438 persons
there are set apart 20,784,309 acres, or an average of 375 acres for each
individual—an area nearly equal to the area of the State of Indiana
for a population not much greater than that of many agricaltaral coun-
ties in the Kastern or Middle States.

No doubt a considerable portion of land in each reservation is unsuit-
able for tillage, but most of it is valuable for grazing, and the amount
suseeptible of cultivation must be many fold greater than can ever be
cultivated by the labor of the Indians. But the Indians claim, it is un-
derstood, that they hold their lands by sanctions so solemn that it would
be a gross breach of faith on the part of the Government to take away
any portion thereof without their consent; and that consent they ap-
parently propose to withhold. The question is thus directly raised
whether an extensive section of fertile country is to be allowed to remain
for an indefinite period practically an uncultivated waste, or whether
the Government shall determine to reduce the size of the reservations.

The question is plainly a difficalt one, and should be considered with
calmuess, and a full purpose to do no injustice to the Indians. Any
opinion  thereon is ventured with hesitancy on my part; but I cannot
but believe that publie policy will soon require the disposal of a large
portien of these lands to the Government, for the occupancy either of
other tribes of Indians or of white people. There is a very general and
growing opinion that observance of the strict letter of treaties with
Indians is in many cases at variance both with their own best interests
and with sound public policy. Public necessity must ultimately become
supreme law ; and in my opinion their highest good will'require these
people to take ample allotments of lands in severalty, (to be inalienable
for at least twenty years, and then only among Indians,) and to sur-
render the remainder of their lands to the United States Government
for a fair equivalent. Upon the lands thus surrendered, other Indians
should be located as rapidly as possible, and should be given allotments
under the same restrictions. '

N
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Trom the recommendation above made, it must not be understood
to be either the policy or purpose of this office to in any way encourage
the spirit of rapacity which demands the throwing open of the Indian Tez-
ritory to white settlement. That country was set apart, half a century
ago, as the home of the Indians. The eastern and better portion con-
tains sufficient room for all the Indians now there, and all who will ever
remove thither. The true way to secure its perpetual occupancy by
Indians is to fill it up with other Indians, to give them lands in sev-
eralty, and to provide a government strong and intelligent enough to
protect them effectually from any and all encroachments on the part of
the whites.

GOVERNMENT FOR THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

The anomalous form of government, if government it can be called,
at present existing in the Indian Territory must soon be changed. In
some shape or other those Indians must be brought under law and the

jurisdiction of the courts. The idea that that Territory is to consist for-

ever of a collection of little independent or semi-independent nation-
alities is preposterous. If thirty or fifty thousand white men remove
and settle in any part of the West, the United States extends over them
its laws and establishes a territorial government, preparatory to its ad-
mission into the Union as a State ; and it can be neither a hardship nor
an injustice to the tribes in the Indian Territory, if, recognizing their
right to ample compensation for the surrender of lands which they do
not need. we place them on a par with white men before the law.

Any such change would undoubtedly be resisted by many among the
Indians themselves. In the so-called “nations” are a number of edu-
cated, intelligent, ambitious men, who under the present system are
leaders of their people, controlling their affairs and the expenditure of
their revenue. They very naturally deprecate any change which will
endanger such power. They argue with great earnestness’ that the
adoption of a territorial form of government would be followed by an
influx of white men into the Territory, and that the ultimate result
to the Indians would be dispossession of homes, and pauperism. Suach
a possibility could, however, be averted by an allotment of land to
each Indian, made inalienable to white men, and by providing that no
white man should become a citizen of the Territory, or ownor lease any
real estate therein.

As to the particular form of government for the Indian Territory, I
am inclined to think that no better system can be devised than that
suggested by my predecessor in the last annual report of this office, as
follows:

«The need of this Territory to-day is a government of the simplest
form possible ; and, in my judgment, a government similar to that pro-
vided for ‘the territory of the United States northwest of the river
Ohio,’ (Stat. at L., vol. 1, page 51,) preliminary to the organization of
a general assembly, would, I think, be the best adapted for the Indian
Territory at present, both on account of its simplicity and of its econ-
omy. It consisted of a governor, a secretary, and judges, who had
power to adopt and publish in the Territory such laws of the United
States, criminal and civil, as were found necessary and best suited to
the circumstances of the Territory, said laws to be reported to Congress
from time to time, and to be in force in said Territory unless disapproved
by that body ; the governor also to have power to appoint magistrates
and other necessary civil officers.

« The anowmalous state of social and political affairs in this Territory
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renders some such form of government as above set forth much better
adapted to the circumstances and necessities of the case than an elec-
tive and representative government could possibly be for several years.
Of the seventy-one thousand, all but seven thousand have attained to
such a degree of civilization as to be capable of appreciating and profit-
ing by a government of this character, and the remainder being the
wilder and wholly uneducated tribes could be readily brought to feel its
force in restraint and education. On the sther hand an elective govern-
ment for these people would bring together representatives from thirty-
five different tribes, and any legislation or any discussion to be made
intelligible must be transldted into as many different tongues. But a
more serious and I think more fatal objection would be found in the
sectional and tribal jealousies, which have their strength in proportion
to the ignorance of a people, and among these thirty-five tribes would
render most it not all the enactments of such a representative body
practically of no avail to govern its people or enforce its laws.

“I believe the simple form of government above suggested can be
made strong and effective, and will prevent the experiment of a confed-
erated self-government, for which the Indians are not prepared, and
which would be sure to result in anarchy and strife.

“Great care should be taken, however, that this government be so
restricted in its powers that its sole function shall be to make and ad-
minister law for the prevention of intrusion, the protection of the rights
and interests of the Indians as against all outside parties, and to define
the rights and enforce the obligations of the Indians as among them-
selves; and this government should be strictly prohibited from any
attempt to confer rights or privileges npon any corporation whatever,
or upon any individual other than the lawful members of the Indian
tribes. By this method I deem it entirely feasible by appropriate legis-
lation to provide an efficient government for the Territory, to the great
benefit of the people governed, without encroaching upon the rights and
privileges of individuals.

¢ If, however, it shall be deemed inexpedient to provide such a gov-
ernment on account of treaty stipulations that each separate tribe shall .
govern itself, then I would respectfully recommend the establishment of
a United States court within the boundary of the Territory, with such
a force of marshals as shall-be sufficient for the execution of the process
of court without calling for troops to act as posse.

‘ These Indians occupy a most interesting and important position in
the history of the country. They ought not to be left the prey of the
worst influence which can be brought to them in the life and example
of the meanest white men. They deserve such guardianship and care
on the part of the United States as will secure for them the powerfal aid
to elevation which comes from the presence of law.”

I recommend this subject to the consideration of the honorable Sec-
retary, with the hope that he will invite the serious attention of Con-
gress to the grave questions involved.

DEFICIENCIES.

Owing to inadequate appropriations, deficiencies have occurred annu-
ally for four years past, the largest being in 1873-'74. Of this aggregate
deficiency $456,375.92 has never been covered by appropriation. An
estimate for this amount (incorporated in H. R. Ex. Doc. No. 151) failed
to receive action by Congress at its last session. This sum is composed
mainly of small amounts due to alarge number of individuals for services
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as employés, or for supplies actually furnished to Indians. The accounts
upon examination are found to be correct and just, and recommenda-
tion is made that legislation be urged in behalf of the claimants, who are
suffering both hardship and injustice by prolonged delay in payment.

The deficiencies created during the year by inadequate appropriations
for the Sioux and Apaches were met by appropriations by Congress at
its last session, and so far as I can now judge there will be no deficiency
to be reported for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, except an amount
of $3,154.55, being a balance due on contract for the construction of a
saw and grist mill in Oregon, which item is embraced in the annual
estimate of appropriations required for the Indian service for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1873.

THE SIOUX WAR.

Tor several years past a camp of Sioux on the Yellowstone River have
been known as the northern, or hostile, or non-treaty Sioux, or more
commonly as Sitting Bull’s baud. They are in no sense a recognized
band or branch of the great Sioux Nation, but consist of representatives
from all the bands, who have rallied around one as their leader who
claims never to have been party to any treaty with the United States,
and who styles himself chief of the followers whom his personal power
and avowed hostility to civilization and the United States Government
have attracted around him. This camp at last became a rallying-point
for malcontents from the various agencies; a paradise for those who,
tired of Government beef and restless under agency restraint, were ven-
turesome enough to resort again to their old life by the chase ; a field of
glory for the young braves whose reputation for prowess was yet to be
made ; and an asylum for outlaws among the Indians themselves, who,
fleeing thither, might escape retribution for crime. .

Having their headquarters in the center of the buffalo-country, sur-
rounded by abundance of game, independent of the aid of the Govern-
ment, scorning its authority, defying its power, and deriding its Army,
these desperadoes have skillfully and successtully evaded the frontier-
garrisons and roamed at will over the plains of Western Dakota and por
ions of Montana and Wyoming, not only plundering, robbing, and fre-
quently taking the lives of settlers, but extending their hostilities to
every tribe of Indians in their vicinity friendly to the United States.

That the Crows, the Shoshones, Bannacks, Arickarees, Mandans, Utes,
and the Blackfeet Nation have braved all threats and resisted all induce-
ments offered by these adventurers, and, in spite of repeated losses by
depredation, have steadfastly adhered to their friendship to the Govern-
ment, has sufficiently proved their loyalty; but their pathway to civili-
zation has been seriously obstructed. An Indian cannot be taught to

work with hoe in one hand and gun in the other ; and repeated examples .

of unpunished marauding beget restlessness and want of confidence in
the Government and increased reluctance to adopt the white man’s
ways.

The number of this so-called band was estimated last winter to be not
over 3,000. From this number not more than six or eight hundred war-
riorscould have been mustered. Recognizing not only the irreparable
damage to settlements caused by these desperadoes, but also their dis-
astrous influence in retarding civilization among the friendly tribes, and
the demoralizing effect of their proximity in promoting an uneasy feeling
among the reservation Sioux, and in affording a refuge for criminals, the
Department, in December last, decided to make a final attempt to induce
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| these Indians to come into their agencies, and issued an order requiring

" them to go upon their reservations by the 31st of January last, or be
regarded as hostile and turned over to the military.

To this order, communicated by couriers from the several agencies, no
regard was paid. The General and Lieutenant-General of the Ariny were
of opinion that a movement against the ¢ hostiles” undertaken in the
winter would be entirely practicable, for which none bat the regular
troops stationed in that part of the country would be needed; and on
the 1st of February these Indians were accordingly turned over to the
‘War Department for appropriate action by the Army.

The increase in the number of Sitting Bull’s retainers by accessions
from the agency Sioux, already alluded to, and the terrible slaughter of

our forces under General Custer, the details of which are familiar to the
public, have extended throughout the year what was expected be a
campaign of but few weeks’ duration. It is hoped that the coming
winter-campaign, for which extensive preparations are now in progress,
will result in the unconditional surrender and entire submission of these
Sioux, and that this will be known hereafter as the last Indian war.

|

|

THE SIOUX COMMISSION.

In the last Indian appropriation act, $20,000 was appropriated, to be
expended under the direction of the President, for the purpose of se-
curing from the Sioux Indians the relinquishment of ¢ all right and claim
to any country outside of the boundaries of the permanent reservation
established by the treaty of 1868 for said Indians, and also so much
of their said permanent reservation as lies west of the one hundred
and third meridian of longitude,” and to secure “a grant of conven-
ient and accessible way over said reservation to the country thus ceded,
for wagon and other roads, from points on the Missouri River, in all not
more than three in number.” The actfurther provides that the Indians
hereafter shall receive their supplies at such places on their said reser-
vation in the vicinity of the Missouri River as the President may desig-
nate; and also, t at ‘“no further appropriation for said Sioux Indians
for subsistence shall hereafter be made until some stipulation, agree-
ment, or arrangement shall have been entered into by said Indians
with the President of the United States which is calculated and de-
signed to enable said Indiaus to become self-supporting.”
In pursuance of the provisions referred to, a commission was appointed
in August last, consisting of Hon. George W. Manypenny, Bishop H.
B. Whipple, Hon. A. 8. Gaylord, Hon. H. C. Bulis, Hon. Newton Ed-
munds, Col. A. G. Boone, and Dr. J. W. Daniels, who proceeded im-
mediately to the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies, for the purpose
of securing from the Indians the agreement contemplated in the above-
named act. The commission have not yet submitted their report, but
it is understood that their mission has been successful. ,
For the purpose of providing some suitable location to enable said
Indians to become self-supporting, the commission were instructed to
| consider the propriety of securing the assent of the Indians to their
removal to the Indian Territory. Having indicated a willingness to
consider the question of removal, a delegation of Sioux are now en |
| route to the Indian Territory to examine the country and make report. ' |
The report of the commission, as soon as received by this office, will |
be forwarded to the honorable Secretary, to be submitted to Congress.
for its action. |




XVI REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CLAIMS OF THE SIOUX FOR THE RELINQUISHMENT OF NEUTRAL TERRI-
TORY IN NEBRASKA.

It will be remembered that the visit of a delegation of Sioux to Wash-
ington, in May, 1875, resulted in an agreement whereby, in considera-
tion of the sam of $25,000 appropriated by Congress, they surrendered
their treaty-privilege of hunting in Nebraska. They were also induced
to relinquish such claim as they possessed to that portion of Nebraska
lying south of the south divide of the Niobrara River, which, by the terms
of the treaty of 1868, “ should be held and considered unceded Indian
territory, and no white person or persons should be permitted to settle
upon or occupy any portion of the same, or without the consent of the
Indians first had and obtained, should pass through the same.”

The Sioux, never having made a clear distinction between the terri-
tory described by the treaty of 1868 as neatral and that designated as
their permanent reservation, were very unwilling to accede to the wishes
of the Department, and consented to the cession of their rights in the
above-described territory only on receiving the pledge, given by the Sec-
retary of the Interior, that their request for an additional $25,000 in
consideration of such cession should be presented to Congress.

This claim failed to be considered by Congress at its last session.
The Indian mind seems incapable of discriminating between a promise
to present a claim to Congress and a promise to pay the amount of the
claim,and thecommission recently charged with obtaining further conces-
sions from the Sioux were met at every agency with complaints of the
failure of the Government to fulfill what the Indians consider its solemn
pledge. In view of the above, and of the importance of the negotiations
now pending, I trust that Congress will give this matter favorable con-
sideration at its next session. The expenditure,at their own request, of
the $25,000 already received in the purchase of cows, horses, harness,
and wagons for the Sioux is a guarantee that the amount hereafter to
be appropriated will be of direct assistance to the Government in carry-
ing out its purposes for their civilization, as indicated by the effort now
being made to secure their settlement in the Indian Territory.

NEZ PERCE COMMISSION.

A commission consisting of D. H. Jerome, esq.,of Michigan; Brig. Gen.
0. 0. Howard, U. S. A.; Maj. H. Clay Wood, A. A. G., U. S. A.; Will-
iam Stickney, esq., of Washington, and A. C. Barstow, esq., of Rhode
Island, has been appointed during the present month by the Secretary
of the Interior, to inquire into the status and ciaims of the so-called
non-treaty Nez Percés, and to effect a settlement on a permanent basis
of the difficulties existing between them and settlers. These difficulties
have arisen mairly from intrusion by settlers upon the Wallowa Valley,
Oregon, which the Nez Percé chief, Joseph, claims as unceded Indian
territory, and have been aggravated by the recent murder by white men
of one of Joseph’s band.

The commission is also authorized to visit roving bands in Idaho and
‘Washington Territories, with a view to placing them upon reservations ;
and have been requested to take into careful consideration the subject
of rediucing by consolidation the number of reservations in Idaho and
‘Washington Territories and Oregon.

REMOVAL OF THE PONCAS.

Steps are being taken for the removal of the Poncas from their present
location in the southeastern corner of Dakota to the Indian Territory.
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Their exposure to raids from the Sioux, whose hostility arises from the
fact that the Poncas are on lands claimed originally by«he Sioux and
included in their permanent reservation, has hitherto been a serious
obstacle in the way of the progress in civilized life which they seem dis-
posed to make. It is believed that when the necessity of giving a large
share of attention to self-defense is removed they will readily come into
a condition of self-support by agriculture.

The proposed removal will not only beiefit the Poncas, but the re-
serve thus vacated will offer a suitable home for some of the wild bands
of Sioux, where, with a set of agency-buildings, 100 Indian houses, and
500 acres of improved land to start with, the experiment of their civili-
zation may be tried to advantage.

For this removal, conditioned on the consent of the Poncas, Congress
at its last session appropriated $25,000. If the efforts now being made
to gain such consent are successful, the move will be commenced early
in the spring. The above-named sum will not, however, defray the ex-
penses of their removal, and purchase from other tribes the land on which
they shall be located, and provide for the outlay necessary to establish
them in such a way as fairly to reimburse them for improvements sur-
rendered ; and I most earnestly hope that such additional provision will
be made as will enable the office to give them a fair start in their new
location,

REMOVAL OF THE CHIRICAHUA APACHES.

It is with gratification that I am able to report the abolition of the
Chiricahua reservation in Southeastern Arizona and the removal of a
majority of the Indians belonging thereto to the San Carlos reserve.
That this move, though undertaken with grave apprehension, was accom-
plished without difficulty is due in large measure to the hearty support
and co-operation afforded the office by the governor of Arizona and the
general commanding the department.

Up to April last, the Chiricahua Apaches kept the pledge made by
their chief, Cochise, to General Howard in 1872, so far as regards the
citizens of the United States. It is reported, however, that raids,
more or less frequent, in which the Chiricahuas have been -assisted by
¢ yisitors ” from other reservations, and by renegades, have been made
over the border into Mexico, especially in the State of Sonora. The
fastnesses of the mountains which constituted the Chiricahua reserve
afforded special facilities for successful warauding, and the reports of
losses by citizens of Mexico from Indian incursions are confirmed by
report of Special Commissioner Williams.

In March last a quarrel, resulting in the death of two men and a
grandchild of old Cochise, caused a separation in what is known as
Cochise’s band of Chiricahuas. Most of them under Taza, son and suce-
cessor of Cochise, came into the agency; the others, under the leader-
ship of Skinya, remained in the Dragoon Mountains. On the 7th of
April, a few of Skinya’s followers, while under the influence of liquor,
murdered Messrs. Rogers and Spence, station-keepers at SulphurSprings,
twenty-six miles from the agency, and proceeded to San Pedro River
settlement, fifteen miles above Tres Alamos, where they killed one
ranchman and wounded another, stole four horses, and then fled to the
San José Mountains, fifteen miles north of the Mexican line, where the
band took a strong position, from which, on the following day, a detach-
ment of United States cavalry was unable to dislodge them. I'he
attacking party were met by a furious fire from an unseen foe, and were
obliged to retreat with the loss of one man. :

Notwithstanding the fact that the Chiricahuas had repeatedly refused

2 IND
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to listen to any proposition looking toward removal, had never been
disarmed, and could easily, as in years past, find almost impregnable
positions in their mountain-home, it was decided to attempt a perma-
nent settlement of all difficulties by abolishing their reservation and
removing the Indians elsewhere.

On receipt of the intelligence of the outbreak at Chiricahua, a force
of 233 Indians, who expressed their willingness to co-operate with the
military or civil authorities in an expedition against the Chiricahuas,
was organized by the San Carlos agent from the varions bands at his
agency. To assist Agent Clum, who was charged with this undertak-
ing, the commanding general furnished arms for 300 Indian scouts and
police from San Carlos and detailed twelve companies of United States
cavalry ; but before any of them had reached the agency, Taza, had led
his band against the outlaws, who were endeavoring to induce him to
join them in hostilities, and had killed their leader and six others. The
next day, June 5, a council was held,in which Taza and two other prin-
cipal men consented to remove, and on the 12th of June Agent Clum
conveyed to San Carlos, under the escort of his Indian police, 325 In-
dians, most of whom belonged to what was the Cochise band proper.
They are located on the Gila River, a few miles below old Camp Good-
win, where they remain quiet and apparently contented. Taza died
recently while on a vigit to Washington.

On the 13th of June the supervision of the Chiricahua reservation
was transferred to General Kautz, with a request to treat as hostile all
Indians found thereon.

Three leading men of the Southern Chiricahuas, who agreed to re-
move on condition that they be allowed twelve days in which to bring
in their families, were allowed four days for that purpose, which they
improved in making good their escape, probably into Sonora. They
were followed by troops, but without success.

It is believed that the number of Indians belonging to the Chiricahua
agency has hitherto been overestimated, and that not more than 300
failed to be removed to San Carlos. Of this number, 162 are reported
by the agent for the Southern Apaches to have removed on their own
account to the Hot Springs reservation in New Mexico, where they
have friends and relatives, and will be allowed to remain.

It is a matter of regret that Pionsenay, the murderer of Messrs.
Rogers and Spence, is still at large. He was wounded in the fight with
Taza, but succeeded in getting away, and was afterward brought in with
38 others, mostly women and children, by the San Carlos police. On
the 13th of June he was turned over to the civil authorities, from whom
in nine hours he made his eseape.

OSAGES.

In this tribe are 3,000 Indians. The experiment of insisting on
a labor-equivalent for all supplies issued has been tried with marked
success for three years past. Previous to 1874 the Osages lived mainly
upon buffalo-meat and the proceeds of the sales of robes. In 1874,
the breaking out of hostilities between the Cheyennes and other
plains-Indians and the Government obliged the Osages to forego their
hunt and threw them upon the Government for their entire support,
all crops having been destroyed by grasshoppers. By authority from
Congress, to make liberal use of their invested fund, the office was for-
tunately able to meet the emergency, and also, by issuing only in return
for labor performed for themselves or for the tribe, was able to take
advantage of this enforced abandonment of the chase to awaken such an
interest in civilized pursuits as is incompatible with the life of a hunter.
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Fields were cultivated, new land broken, houses built, farming-imple-
ments and stock purchased, and converts to the labor-system multiplied
rapidly. Inspite of many adverse circumstances the interest has steadily
increased. Owing to the exhaustion of the sum authorized to be ex-
pended by Congress, the Osages last winter were obliged to resort to
the buffalo-country, but returned without success in a destitute condi-
tion, more ready than ever to learn the lesson of dependence for sub-
sistence on the cultivation of the soil. Unfortunately, want of funds
prevented the agent from giving the needed assistance in seeds, plow-
ing, and planting, while an unprecedeiited flood destroyed the larger
portion of such crops as were raised. The following extract from the
report of Agent Beede sets forth clearly the present situation of Osage
affairs :

The leaders have manifested a disposition to co-operate with the agent in the civili-
zation of the tribe, and this season, probably to an extent never before, have restrained
their young warriors from committing depredations. They have done so on short allow-
ance, in the hope that relief would come with the opening of the present year, and they
cannot understand why the Government should fail to respond to their earnest petition
for their own invested funds, already accumulated in the United States Treasury, to ad-
vance them in civilization and subsist them in their transition-state from barbarism to
self-support. They appealed to Congress for this aid, informing the Department,
through their agent, of their necessities, the impossibility to live, even, without the
hunt, unless aided for the time being, and of their utter failure in last winter’s attempt,
for buffalo, and thus their absolute dependence, and of their crowning misfortune by an
almost unprecedented flood in the latter part of Sixthmonth last, which carried away
their fences and destroyed by far the greater part of the crops raised by and for many
members of the tribe.

They ask nothing gratuitously at the hands of the Government; they only ask a por-
tion of their own, made necessary by an extension of time granted by Congress to set-
tlers on their lands in Kansas in which to pay for the same; and it should be remem-
bered that this extension was granted without consultation with or consent of the
Osages; and, had these lands been promptly paid for, as the commissioners treating for
them represented they would be, their annual interest on the proceeds of the same
would be sufficient for their necessities. A failure on the part of the Government to
render them simple justice at a time of pressing necessity may prove a costly experi-
ment and be productive of grave results. In view of the circumstances herein set forth,
I would recommend, if in accordance with existing law, that the entire appropriation,
or so much thereof as may be necessary, amounting to $57,000, be expended for the ben-
efit of these Indians during the first half of the fiscal year, and that Congress be asked
at an early stage of its next session to provide by deficiency-bill for the last half, and
that a liberal appropriation be made from their invested funds for their support and civ-
ilization during the next fiscal year. I make this recommendation in the hope that
the loss of the present year may be partially overcome before entire confidence in the
Government and its agents is gone.

Superintendent Nicholson alsé says:

The industrial boarding-school was continued during the last fiscal year with an en-
rollment of 94. The last two months of its continuance the salaries of teachers and
others engaged in conducting it were paid by donations from the agent, his employés,
traders, and others, on account of the failure of funds applicable to its support. A large
addition to the school-buildings was completed last year by late agent Gibson, and
there is now room for the accommodation of 200 pupils; but the usefulness of the in-
stitution will be sadly crippled this year by the failure of the appropriation asked for
by the Osages.

The damage to crops by flood will render necessary a larger supply of food from
other sources, and, owing to the failure of the expected appropriation, it will be a most
difficult problem to keep these Indians quiet upon their reservation. For two years
past Congress has appropriated, at the request of the Osages, an ample amount of their
own tribal funds, and thus they have been subsisted and aided in settling themselves
upon their new reservation. This aid should have been continued for the same pur-
pose, so far as needful, and thereby all necessity taken away for them to leave the
reservation in search of food and clothing. They do not need, neither do they ask, the
bounty of the Government. The funds are their own, and the Government is their
guardian. I recommend immediate action by Congress at its next session.

A statement of the necessities of the Osages was laid before Con-
gress at its last session by communication from the Secretary of the
Interior to the Speaker of the House, under date of May 24; but
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authority to use funds belonging to the Osages for their benefit failed
to be given. I most earnestly hope that such authority will be granted
by Congress at an early stage in the coming session, the funds thus
placed at the disposal of the office to be expended in the purchase of
supplies to be issued only in return for labor, in the continuance of the -
manual-labor boarding-school, and in giving assistance in agricultural
pursuits.
PAWNEES.

The removal of the Pawnees from Nebraska to the Indian Territory,
begun in the winter of 1873, hds been completed during the year, and
the whole tribe are now upon a valuable reservation in the forks of the
Arkansas and Cimarron Rivers, on land ceded to the United States by
the Cherokees for Indian occupation. .

They are well pleased with their new home and have made praise-
worthy efforts to establish themselves therein on a civilized basis. The
exigency which led to the removal of the main body of the tribe in the
fall of 1874, the failure of the Forty-third Congress, in the hurry of its
closing hours, to pass a bill authorizing the sale of the Nebraska reser-
vation, and appropriating funds (to be reimbursed from the proceeds
of such sale) to defray expenses of removal and establishment, and the
consequent necessity laid upon the Department to proceed, with the
approval of the President, but at great disadvantage, to furnish sup-
plies, obtain employés, erect agency-buildings, and open farms, trusting
to the next Congress to provide for the payment of the indebtedness
thus incurred, were fully reported to Congress in January last, in H. R.
Ex. Doc. No. 80. As already stated, action thereon was delayed until
April, and in the mean time the full amount of indebtedness authorized
by the President having been incurred, employés were discharged, the
work stopped, and the Pawnees were compelled by hunger to leave their
reservation and seek among Dborder-settlements such scanty subsistence
as they were able to pick up.

Notwithstanding all drawbacks and discouragements, sixteen agency-
buildings and twelve Indian houses have been erected during the year.
Three hundred and fifty acres have been under cultivation. Two day-
schools have met with exceptional success in securing a regular attend-
ance of 100 pupils. Indian labor has been largely and effectively used.
The cultivation of the agency-farm in Nebraska during the past season
under contract will yield some revenue to the tribe.

The act of April 10, 1876, provides for the appraisement and sale of
the Nebraska lands and for an advancement of funds (to be reimbursed
to the Treasury from the proceeds of such sale) to carry on the work of
putting the Pawnees into a condition in which they may reasonably be
expected to support themselves by their own labor in civilized pursuits

WILD TRIBES OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

I take pleasure in inviting attention to-the reports of the agents for
the Cheyennes and Arapahoes and the Kiowas and Comanches.

With the exception of the Arapahoes and a portion of the Kiowas,
these are the Indians who last year surrendered unconditionally, after
eleven months’ hostilities; who were dismounted and disarmed; and
whose ring leaders were sent to Saint Augustine, Fla., for imprisonment
under military guard. Their complete humiliation has resulted not
only in quiet and orderly behavior, but in the manifestation of a de-
cided disposition to enter upon a civilized mode of life.

The boarding-schools at each agency have been crowded and the
number of applicants for admission has far exceeded the number that
could be accommodated. One chief offered a pony for the pri-ilege of
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placing his child in school, but for want of room his request was re-
fused. Other chiefs have rendered personal and valuable assistance to
the teachers in bringing under the necessary discipline and restraint of
school-life the 184 children in their charge. The marked success attend-
ing the year’s effort is shown by the following extracts:

Last year the Arapaho school-boys (the Cheyennes had not yet sent their children
to school) raised quite a quantity of corn, which was converted by the school-superin-
tendent into clothing and cattle. This spring Big Horse, White Shield, Bull Bear,
and other Cheyenne chiefs placed their children in school, and with them gave
robes to the superintendent to be exchanged for cattle, to place them on an equal foot-
ing with Arapaho boys, which was promptly done; and as a result we have a mission-
herd, the property of the individuals who labor, amounting to over 25 head, to be kept
at the mission until the boys are sufficiently intelligent and enlightened to take care
of stock themselves, and at the same time the school is to have and does receive a
benefit from the use of the milk, each boy milking his own cow. Ii is the agreement
this year, as the Government had no farm-laborers, that the sechool-boys are to receive
one-half of the corn on the 110-acre agency-farm, which they have plowed, planted, and
cultivated in a systematic manner, and that the Government is to receive the other half
in the field, which, I believe, will be sufficient to feed the agency-stock during the
coming winter and spring, while the Indian boys intend selling their share and invest-
ing the proceeds in cattle and better clothing, as they did last year. The object is to
establish this school on a basis that eventually will be self-supporting, and at the same
time furnish its inmates a * start ” in the world when they are at liberty to withdraw.
The girls are taught in all the branches of the culinary and household departments,
and some of them could keep a very fair house to-day if afforded the opportunity.
They have also made shirts for the traders, the funds thus derived being expended by
them under the oversight of the matron or teacher for extras, generally articles of
clothing. All this labor has been done by daily or weekly details from the school-room,
and each one has had equal advantages, indoors and out of doors.

Our school for the Kiowas and Comanches opened in November and continued
through June. Our difficulty was not in getting enough children, but in confining the
number to the capacity of the house. The parents and friends of the children mani-
fested a great interest in the school ; seldom a day passed that some of them were not
there. On the last day a large number were present and showed great interest in the
exercise gone through by the children, and seemed as proud of their success as any-
body could be. _

The proceeds of the sale of ponies confiscated by the military have
been invested in 700 cows and calves and 3,500 sheep. These have been
distributed, to the great satisfaction of the tribes.

It is to be regretted that the want of funds prevented the agents from
taking all possible advantage of the industrial interest in farming which
manifested itself in the early spring. Agent Miles says:

The reward for the winter’s hunt of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes wasgonly about
3,500 robes and the saving of a large amount of subsistence to the Government. After
their return to this agency, and fully realizing that the buffalo were fast disappearing
and the necessity for them to turn their attention to other pursuits than the chase for
a means of support, very earnest appeals were made to me for farm-implements, both
by Arapahoes and Cheyennes, and such other assistance as would enable them to en-
gage to some extent in farming; and I feel assured that, could I have furnished
them with plows, hoes, &c., three-fourths of the Indians now at this agency would
have gone to work heartily, and, as the season has been very favorable, would have
been successful, and consequently encouraged and stimulated to further effort. Owing
to the absence of any great number of farm-implements and the ready cash to pur-
chase them with, only a few could be accommodated outside of the schools.

Notwithstanding these obstacles, 1,026 acres have been cultivated by
Indians at the two agencies, against 590 acres reported last year.

When it is remembered that the Kiowas, Comanches, and Cheyennes
have hitherto been classed with the Sioux in wildness, intractability,
and hostility, the following extracts will furnish gratifying evidence that
the civilization of these tribes is not only practicable, but is already
in progress, and will demonstrate the wisdom of encouraging by liberal
assistance these feeble beginnings in civilized labor of a people who, by
the extinction of the buffalo, will speedily be thrown entirely upon the
Government for support, unless in the short interval they are furnished
the means and are taught how to support themselves.
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Last year was the first for most of them to put their hands to the plow. The Kio-
was and Cowmanches sold near five thousand bushels of corn at $1 per bushel, either in
trade or money. This year more of them engaged in the work than last. Some of the
chiefs of each tribe, with their people, made good rails, and fenced in fields, rangin
in size from three to twenty acres, which I had plowed for them, and they plante(gl
in corn, melons, pumpkins, and some vegetables. They are anxious for houses, and
say they want to settle down and give up their mode of constantly changing place.
Iam fully satisfied that the present is a tide in the affairs of these people which, if
taken advantage of, a great many of them, not only the chiefs but the young men,
would settle down and take good care of whatever improvements were made for them
and relieve the Government from any anxiety of their ever going on the war-path
again, and save the expense of keeping so large a force of soldiers in this country, and
much sooner relieve the Government from the expense of their support than if the
opportunity is allowed to pass unimproved.

Seventy-five acres were assigned the Cheyennes from one of the agency-fields, which
was suhbdivided into small patches containing from 1 to 5 acres for each family, and
was generally planted in corn, potatoes, melons, and various kinds of garden-produce,
A more earnest effort I never witnessed put forth by any people than by the Chey-
ennes, so far as their means and knowledge extended, and as a result they have been
quite successful, and bave already received and are now receiving a fair reward for
their industry. I have seensome of these Cheyennes, who could not secure the use of a
plow or hoe, use sticks of wood, axes, and their hands in preparing the ground for
Planting and cultivating their garden-spots, so anxious were they to make a beginning.

Quite a number of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes have manifested a desire to ex-
change a portion of their ponies and robes for cattle, and in some instances for agri-
cultural implements. Powder Face sold robes to the amount of $100 in cash, and
then purchased cattle from George Washington, Caddo chief. Others of both tribes
have made similar trades, and now have the cattle on hand. On the 1st of July
we had on hand about one thousand head of cattle, and were obliged to night-herd,
and, at my request, each tribe furnished six extra herders, who took their turns cheer,
fully without pay during the entire month of July, and until the herd was reduced suf-
ficiently to corral without injury. I only need to say that these same young men-
whom I now intrust with the herd, four years ago would maliciously proceed to our
agency-herd, without leave or license, and shoot down a few fat beeves, help them-
selves to a few choice cuts, and ride off to camp, defiant of our protests and efforts to
protect the property. N

EASTERN CHEROKEES OF NORTH CAROLINA.

These Indians are located upon lands in North Carolina, the title to
which has for several years been the subject of litigation, growing out
of the fact that title-deeds to lands purchased with tribal funds, instead
of being made in the name of the Indian, were given in the name of W.
H. Thomas, United States Indian agent, who purchased them in 1861.

Under act of Congress approved July 15, 1870, the title to that por-
tion of tiese lands known as ¢ Qualla Boundary ” reservation, compris-
ing about 75,000 acres, was awarded to these Indians by a decree of the
circuit court of the United States for the western district of North Caro-
lina, and is now held in their name. By later legislation, approved
March 3,1875, and August 14,1876, 4,450 acres of land outside of Qualla
Boundary reservation, and covered by said decree of the court, with
10,7611 acres situated in Cherokee, Graham, and Jackson Counties,
selected by said Indians in lieu of judgments obtained against said
Thomas, have been conveyed in fee-simple to said Indians. They are
now in the secure possession of about 85,000 acres of land, and are
placed in a condition of comparative independence.

REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF AGENCIES.

The number of agencies in Arizona has during the year been reduced
to three. The abolition of the Chiricahua reserve and the removal
of the Indians belonging thereto to the San Carlos and Hot Springs
reservations have already been referred to.

The Papago agency was discontinued in March last, and the Papagoes
placed under the charge of the agent for the Pimas and Maricopas.

Want of funds has compelled the discontinuance of an agency for the
Moquis Pueblos. These Indians are self-supporting, but should be pro-
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vided with a school, the teacher to have such care for the general inter-
ests of the tribe as has hitherto been exercised by an agent.

The Indians on the Hoopa Valley reserve, California, have been noti-
fied that they must go to Round Valley. Some difficulty will doubtless
be experienced in overcoming their extreme reluctance to such removal,

and the proposed change must be made the subject of further investiga-

tion by the office before a definite plan and time for rentoval can be
determined upon. .

The Alsea agency, in Oregon, has been abolished, but inadequate
appropriations have placed the office in an embarrassing position and
worked hardship and injustice to the Indians. They are required to
leave their homes and cultivated fields and remove to Siletz, but no
means are furnished to defray expense of such removal or to assist in
their establishment in their new home.

Fort Belknap agency, in Montana, which has never been more than a
feeding-post for the Gros Ventres and Assinaboines, who were consid-
ered too remote to be conveniently fed at other agencies, has been abol-
ished, and the Indians belonging thereto have been ordered to report
for rations and annuities at Fort Peck agency. The agent at Fort Peck
reports that the Assinaboines give ready consent to the change and that
several lodges have already gone to Wolf Point, but that the Gros Ven-
tres refuse to come in such close relations with their old enemies, the
Yanctonnais, and desire to remove to some other point on the Missouri
more remote from the Sioux. .

The agency established in North Carolina in February, 1875, among
the Eastern Cherokees, was abolished in August last. The educational
interests of the tribe are now under the charge of the superintendent
of public instruction of North Carolina.

The jurisdiction of the agent for the Pueblos has been extended over
the Cimarron agency in New Mexico. It is hoped that this temporary
arrangement will soon be followed by the removal of the Utes and
Apaches, who now report at Cimarron, to some reservation where they
may find a suitable and permanent home. The reservation set apart on
the San Juan River by Executive order, in March, 1874, for the Jicarilla
Apaches, has recently been restored to the public domain, in the belief
that the majority of those Apaches could never be induced to settle
thereon.

In 1874 Congress appropriated $300,000 for an experiment of enforced
civilization among the two or three thousand of the Kiowas, Comanches,
and Cheyennes who had surrendered and were held captive by the mili-
tary. Negotiations were entered into with the Quapaws for the pur-
chase of a tract of 40,000 acres lying in the northeast corner of the In-
dian Territory, and remote from the old hunting-ground; an agency
was established, a good store house built, and a few hundred acres of
land were broken and fenced.

The captives were, however, transferred directly to their respective
agents by the military, and it was deemed by the office unadvisable, if
not impracticable, to undertake to collect them again and to force them
to submit to removal not only from their homes but also from their friends
and relatives. The * captive” agency was therefore abolished in April
last, and about $200,000 of the fund will be returned to the Treasury.
It is hoped that other Indians, perhaps the Poncas, will soon be induced
to settle on this tract, who will receive substantial benefit from the im-
provements already made thereon. In that case, it will be necessary
to procure legislation which shall authorize the purchase from the Qua-
paws of the lands which they have already signified their willingness
to relinquish.
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LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED.

Lapwai suits.

In the matter of the ejectment-suits of W. G. Langford »s. Employés
of the Nez Percé Indian Reservation at Lapwai, Idaho, certain expenses
of rent, costs, and fees were unavoidably incurred by said employés in
their defense at the trial of these cases.:

This expense was necessarily incurred, owing to the distance from the
agency of the proper United States district attorney, as well as the dif-
ficulty of communication with him or the Department, and to the exi-
gencies of the case, which exigencies have been promptly and fully re-
ported to this office. From these facts and the circumstances of the
parties who were mulcted with the costs, who are hardly able to bear
the same, and in view of the fact that by this course of action they were
enabled to hold the agency-buildings, and thereby avert their destruec-
tion by the Indians, who would undoubtedly have burned them rather
than allow them to pass into Mr. Langford’s possession, Congress should
be urged to appropriate the sum of $750—an amount necessary to fully
reimburse the parties named.

Ottawa land.

By the determination by recent survey of the boundary-line between
the Peoria and Ottawa Indian reservations, in the Indian Territory, it
has been ascertained that a strip of country containing 230 acres of land,
hitherto used and held by the Peorias as a part of their reservation, lies
within the limits of the Ottawa reservation.

At the suggestion of the Ottawa Indians, this tract of land has been
purchased and paid for by the Peorias, and it is now recommended that
legislation necessary to perfect the purchase of said land be had by
Congress at its next session.

Liquor-traffic.

Legislation is imperatively demanded for the suppression of the sale
of liquor to Indians. Since the enactment of the Revised Statutes, the
courts have decided that there is no provision of law by which persons
selling liquor to an Indian off a reservation can be convicted or punished.
I therefore strongly recommend that a law be enacted by Congress
. making it a penal offense to sell liquor to an Indian anywhere.

Revised Statutes.

To enable the Department to extend its authority more fully over the
various Indian tribes, in its administration of law for their welfare, pro-
tection, government, and peace, recommendation is made that Congress.
be asked to repeal the whole of section 2146 of the Revised Statutes,

which withholds from the United States any jurisdiction in cases of

crime committed by one Indian against the person or property of another

Indian. This is essential for the proper execution of law and the:

maintenance of order on Indian reservations.

Quapaus.

One-half of this tribe of Indians have left their reservation and are
now living with the Osages, and are anxious to sell their lands, compris-
ing 56,685 acres, and consolidate with the said tribe. Many ot those:
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remaining on the reserve are opposed to this movement; but I am
of the opinion that they counld be induced to join the Osages or confed-
erate with some other tribe. Their lands, comprising 56,685 acres, would
make a fine reserve for the Poncas, whose removal to the Indian Territory
has already been referred to. Recommendation is made that Congress
be requested to authorize the Department to negotiate for the removal
of the Quapaws and for the sale of their reservation to the Ponecas or
to such other Indians as it may be desirable to place thereon.

Absentee Shawnees.

By act of Congress approved May 23, 1872, entitled “ An act to pro-
vide homes for the Pottawatomie and absent Shawnee Indians in the
‘Indian Territory,” the Secretary of the Interior was authorized to select
from the 30-mile square tract in the Indian Territory, known asthe Potta-
watomie reservation, 80 acres of land for each head of a family, or
person 21 years of age, and 20 acres for each child.

These Indians have no annuities, depend on their own resources, and
are prosperous; and they are justly entitled to as large allotments of
land as are given the Pottawatomies, who, after becoming citizens,
squandered their substance, and have now returned as Indians depend-
ent upon the bounty of the Government.

I therefore recommend that Congress be asked to amend the law of
1872, so as to give to theseabsentee Shawnees and to the Black Bob band
of Shawnees, who may be induced to consolidate with them, the same
quantity of land as is allotted to the Pottawatomies. ’

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. Q. SMITH,
Commissioner.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

3 IND
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REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENT AND AGENTS.

APACHE PAsS, ARIZONA,
October 3, 1876.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 12th
ultimo, requesting a report of the Chiricahua agency up to the time of its consolidation with
San Carlos. )

From the date.of my last annual report, August 21, 1875, to the 7th of April, 1876, the
only event of importance that occurred was the stealing of a number of horses from the
Rio Grande, New Mexico, in the month of September, by a party of thirteen Hot Spring
Indians and two Chiricahua Apaches, thirteen head of which stock were tracked to the
Chiricahua reservation, recovered from the Indians, and returned to D.M. Reade, of Las
Cruces, N. Mex. In the months of September, October, and November large numbers of
the Coyotero Indians came to the reservation, claiming that they could not live at the San
Carlos, and were not allowed to remain at Camp Apache. The majority of them remained
until the 25th of December, when, in consequence of the killing of a chief of the Southern
Chiricahuas by one of their number, nearly all of the Coyoteros were forced to leave to
escape the vengeance of the Southern Chiricahuas.

In February I was informed by the Commissioner that no additional beef could be fur-
nished the agency during that fiscal year, and as at that time there was only a small quantity
-of beef-cattle due on the contract, I informed the Indians that I should not be able to issue
much more beef, and therefore they would have to hunt game in the mountains to partially
supply themselves with meat during the ensuing four months. In compliance with these
directions a part of the Cochise tribe moved over to the Dragoon Mountains, situated about
thirty-five miles from the agency and thirteen from the mail-station of Mr. Rogers, at Sul-
phur Springs. While in the mountains, a quarrel arose among them, resulting in the death
of two men and a grandchild of Cochise. This caused a separation of the band, the larger
portion, under Taza, returning to the vicinity of the agency, and about twelve men and their
families remaining with Skin-ya in the Dragoon range. In March, four of this party and
three Coyotero Indians belonging to San Carlos made a raid into Sonora, and returned with
one of their number wounded and about $100 in gold-dust and silver. About the end of
March or commencement of April, Mr. Rogers allowed these Indians to know that he had
whisky at his house, and sold some to them for silver. I had previously informed Mr.
Rogers, both verbally and in writing, that if he disposed of any spirits to the Indians he.
would be prosecuted and removed from the reservation ; and from the information I obtained
from the Indians I do not believe that he had done any trading with them for over eleven
months. From what I have since heard from reliable Indians, on the 6th of April Mr.
Rogers sold whisky to an Indian named Pi-hon-se-nay, and the next day the Indian
returned and purchased more. In the afternoon of April 7 Pi-hon-se-nay again returned,
accompanied by his nephew. He demanded more whisky, but was refused, when, watching
an opportunity, he shot and killed Rogers, and Spence, the cook, they being the only two
men at the house at the time. After the murder the Indians stole some horses, ammunition,
and whisky, and returned to the camp in the Dragoons; and early on the morning of the
8th, a few Indians, who were yet intoxicated, went over to the San Pedro Valley, killed a
Mr. Lewis and wounded a man named Brown, stealing four horses from Lewis. I was in-
formed of the murder of Rogers on the morning of the 8th, and shortly after daylight I
started for the rancherias of the other Indians, who were much excited, zccompanied by a
troop of cavalry. On nearing their camps I found the Indians on the tops of the mount-
ains, and, requesting the officer to proceed with his company to Sulphur Springs, I went to
the Indians, and told them to go into camp near the agency and await my return, promising
that none of them should be molested. Taking four Indians with me, I followed the cavalry
and caught up with them at Sulphur Springs. The bodies of Rogers and Spence were
buried the next morning, and we then followed the trail of the Indians, discovering the
band of Skin-ya on the morning of the 10th. They had placed themselves upon a peak
accessible only by ridges and canons; and, after exchanging shots, the officer in command
not considering the position assailable without the loss of a disproportionate number of men
withdrew his troops and returned to Camp Bowie. Upon my return to the agency I di-



4 REPORTS OF AGENTS IN ARIZONA.

rected the Indians not to camp or hunt west of the Chiricahua Mountains, and so informed
the commanding officer at Camp Bowie and the officer in command of the scout out from
Camp Grant, and at the same time offered to furnish them with Indian guides. By keeping
the agency Indians to the east of .the Chiricahua range the renegades were made the only
Indians to the west of them, and therefore all that the scouts could find would necessarily
be hostiles. None of the scouts, however, succeeded in capturing either the murderers or
any of their companions.

On June 4 Skin-ya and his party went to the camp of Taza, and tried to induce the band
to leave the reservation and become hostile. This they refused to do, and finally the talk
ended in a fight, in which six men were killed and three wounded; one fatally. The next
morning Taza’s band encamped close around the agency buildings. On June 5 Mr. J. P.
Clum arrived with a regiment of cavalry, two companies of Indian scouts, and a body-
guard of fifty-two San Carlos Indians, and on the 6th he had a talk with the principal men
of the Apaches, who were camped close to the agency. Taza agreed to take the band he
had with him over to the San Carlos, as he had previously promised me he would do, but
said that he could net speak for the other bands on the reserve. The next morning Pi-hon-
se-nay, who was severely wounded in the ficht on June 4, seut in a messenger to see if he
would be allowed to come in to die. Mr. Clum sent out a party of twenty scouts and brought
him in a prisoner, the women and children of Skin-ya’s band coming in at the same time,
as their men bad either been killed or left the reserve. On June 12 Mr. Clum started for the
San Carlos with forty-two men and two hundred and eighty women and children, where he
arrived on the 16th, less Pi-hon-se-nay, who had escaped from the sheriffs, and two men and
three women whom Pi-hon-se-nay took from a camp while en route.

Of the remainder of the Indians formerly belonging to the Chiricahua agency about one
hundred and forty went to the Hot Springs agency, New Mexico, and about four hundred
are roaming the country from the Rio Mimbres, New Mexico, to Santa Cruz, Sonora, a dis-
tance of over three hundred miles; and since the discontinuance of the Chiricahua agency
to the present time they have killed twenty men and women and stolen over one hundred
and seventy head of animals, besides which there are a number of prospectors from whom
nothing has been heard for some months. -

In conclusion, I have the honor to state that the killing of Messrs. Rogers, Spence, and
Lewis was not an outbreak of the Indians of the agency ; it was the result of selling whisky
to Indians already outlawed from their tribe, and who were anxious to have other Indians
join them to make their number sufficiently strong to enable them to become hostile. When
at the Sulphur Springs ranch, Lieutenant Henely and myself found a keg of whisky that
contained a quantity of tobacco and other materials to give strength to the liquor; and
among civilized communities murders by men crazed from spirits are of frequent occurrence.
The breaking of their treaty and attempted removal of nine hundred Indians for the crimi-
nality of three of their number has been the cause of the numerous murders and robberies
that have been committed since the 12th of June.

For further particulars of the events that transpired at the agency during the year com-
mencing September 1, 1875, I respectfully call attention to my final report as agent for the
Chiricahua Apaches, dated June 30, 1876.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS J. JEFFORDS.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CoLORADO RIVER INDIAN RESERVE, ARIZONA,
August 31, 1876.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following as my first annual report of the condition
of affairs at this agency.

I assumed charge upon the first day of January last,and found the condition of affairs
very different from what I was led to believe. * ~* * I was almost disheartened, but de-
termined to make the best of matters as I found them.

I immediately placed my whole force of employés and Indians at work to repair damages,
and to complete the tunnels as far as possible with the materials at hand. Before the high
water or overflow of the river I had excavated eight and one-half miles of canal, 5 feet wide
at the bottom ; also excavated and timbered, with top and side lagging, 770 feet of tunnel,
6 feet in height, 5 feet wide at cap and 6 feet at sill, as well as 400 feet of tunneling being
retimbered and top lagged.

Finding that the material for timbering would give out before completion, I determined
to tap the river at old Camp Colorado, and thus secure enough water to irrigate the lands
(adjacent to the newly-constructed canal) that could be cleared in due time. In this mat-
ter I met with good success, as during the first week of May an unlooked-for and sudden
rise of the river filled the canal. A few of the Indians had cleared land of arrow-weed and
mesquite, and I am pleased to say had planted about 450 acres with corn, beans, pumpkins,
melons. &ec., that looked secure for a crop;‘until July 21), when the water ceased o flow.

* » » L
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Although the extreme heat killed all the crops after the water ceased to flow, it has satis-
fied the Indians that with a constant supply of water they can secure good crops each and
every year. The result will have good effect in the future, as they are now determined to
cultivate by irrigation. In view of the above, I trust that a sufficient appropriation will be
made to complete the tunnels and canal, which, when completed, will furnish a sufficient
amount of permanent water to irrigate enough land to subsist all the lowland Indians of this
Territory. With tunnels incomplete the canal is worthless.

The agency buildings are in a fair state of repair, but need paint and whitewash to protec t
them from the weather. The tools in the blacksmith-shop are very scant, and a full supply
is needed. I have renewed the carpenters’ tools, with such articles as were most needed for
immediate use.

The facilities for transportation arein a deplorable condition ; the majority of the mules are
old and worthless ; others are entirely too small for draught purposes in this deep sand. Fuel
has to be hauled some six or eight miles, and fora great part of the distance the sand is so deep
that they are unable to haul more than half a load. I would recommend the purchase of six
additional mules and the sale of three of the old mules and one horse. Ihave previously asked
for permission to sell three horses and four mules and a substitution of others, but since
that report one of the horses and two of the mules have died from sheer exhaustion and old

age.

gThe Indians are a fine body and the best and most willing laborers I ever saw. There is
scarcely any drunkenness among them ; not because they cannot get the liquor, but be-
cause they believe it is injurious to them.

The day school was closed upon the last day of February, as I did not think the result
Jjustified the expense.

In reviewing the last seven months’ progress, much more has been accomplished than T
hoped for, and, with sufficient labor and material to complete the tunnels and canal, much
will have been accomplished toward placing the Indians in the way of earning their own
support.

PP I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. E. MORFORD,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

MoqQuis PUEBLO INDIAN AGENCY,
Arizona Territory, September 26, 1876.

SIR : In accordance with the requirements of your Department, I have the honor to here-
with submit my second annual report of this agency.

During the past year, peace and a good degree of prosperity have been enjoyed through-
out the tribe. But little sickness of a serious character has prevailed among them. Owing
to late frosts, that damaged the young corn, the crop is not so abundant as it otherwise would
have been, yet it is sufficient to meet the wants of the Indians. It is their chief product and
principal subsistence, which they serve up in a great many different forms. Their peaches,
which were almost an entire failure last year, are quite abundant this season. This fruit is
of a superior quality. Much of it is dried, and forms an article of commerce between the
Mogquis and other tribes.

Last spring I secured from the Agricultural Department at Washington, and from other
sources, & good variety of seeds, both cereal and vegetable, which were distributed among
the Indians, with instructions how to plant and cultivate them. They are very fond of
beets, carrots, parsnips, turnips, onions, potatoes, &c. Some of the tribe have tolerably
good crops of these vegetables and. cereals this season, which will doubtless be increased
from year to year as their value becomes more and more appreciated.

Their lands, in the immediate vicinity of their villages, which were never very product-
ive, by cultivation for a long series of years have become almost worn out. In view of this
fact, early last spring about thirty families were induced to plant crops in a fertile valley
fifteen miles distant. They seem to be much encouraged at this experiment, and it may be
the means of inducing them to entirely abandon their present unpromising habitations.

According to your instructions last autumn, I used every means in my power to secure
their consent to move to the Indian Territory, or some other more promising section of coun-
try than the one they are now occupying. But they persistently refused to entertain any
propositions looking toward that end, saying if it was good enough for their fathers it was
good enough for them and their children after them. It is to be regretted that a tribe of In-
dians, who are an agricultural and pastoral people, and who are so ready and willing to cul-
tivate the soil, should expend their labor where they can reap only a small reward. They
told me emphatically they would never leave their present abodes, unless forced to do so.
All things considered, it would be unadvisable to resort to coercive measures.

They have no reservation or title to the country they are now occupying, consequently
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they are virtually without homes. This fact being known, they, being a peaceable, inof-
fensive class of people, are liable to be imposed upon in various ways. The Navajo Indians,
immediately on the east, have for some time manifested a disposition to encroach upon their
best grazing lands, and have only been restrained from so doing by the presence and influence
of the agent. On the west and southwest, within the last twelve months, about four hun-
dred emigrants have settled not far from the lands claimed by this tribe, and I understand
several hundred more are expected in less than a year. This being the state of the case, I
would most respectfully and earnestly recommend that a reservation, of sufficient extent
(say thirty miles square, so as to include all their villages and grazing lands) to meet their
wants, be at once set apart by the Government for them, before any further encroachments be
made upon the domain which they have so long occupied.” Unless this be done, this inter-
esting tribe of Indians will be driven to the wall and reduced to abject poverty. More
especially would this be the result if the agency should be abolished.

The manual labor and boarding school, established more than a year ago, has been as well
patronized as could have been expected. The pupils exhibit an aptness and capacity to ac-
quire a knowledge of letters equal to the average American. Occasionally some of them
would be required by their parents to herd sheep and goats for a few days. At such times
some of the boys would request the privilege of taking their books with them, and while
their flocks were grazing, they would be studying their lessons. A good proportion of the
scholars have a strong desire to obtain an education ‘‘that they may be like Americans.”
By their assistance a large supply of good corn and vegetables has been raised for the ben-
efit of the school.

In disposing of supplies I have endeavored to follow out instructions by requiring the
Indians to labor in some way for the benefit of themselves or their tribe. This I regard as
a very important point, for nothing tends to foster and encourage idleness and pauperism
more than the gratuitous distribution of supplies to them. The Government has certainly
taken a long step in the right direction by requiring the recipients of goods and subsistence
to render some equivalent in return. The gratuitous bestowment of supplies upon any class
of people, white, red, or black, would so demoralize them in the eourse of time as to take
away all incentive to industry and self-support.

I have the honor to be yours, most respectfully,
W. B. TRUAX,
United States Agent Moquis Pueblo Indians.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

PiMA AGENCY, ARIZONA TERRITORY,
August 31, 1876.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following, my first annual report of Indian affairs,
pertaining to the Indians under my charge:

Having entered upon the duties of agent here, as late as the 1st of May, four months ago,
my report will be necessarily confined more particularly to the operations of that period,
with a review of the affairs of the year.

A short time previous to my taking control of these Indians, your Department placed
under charge of this agency the Papagos, a tribe numbering as many or perhaps more than
the Pimas and Maricopas together, widely scattered, having their reservation and principal
gettlement nearly one hundred miles distant. I have therefore been obliged to divide my
attention between both these branches of my charge. I shall first speak of the Pimas and
Maricopas.

ENUMERATION.

No census has been taken of these Indians for the past five years. It would be almost
impossible to count them at this season of the year. During the winter, when they shall
have gathered into their villages, a tolerably accurate census may be taken of them. From
the best information at hand I should place their number as follows : Pimas, 4,100 ; Mari-
copas, 400. Total, 4,500.

SANITARY.

I would preface my remarks under this head by saying thatit is difficult to obtain the per-
manent services of a suitable physician, notwithstanding the position is the best connected
with the agency as regards pay and lightness of duties. There are many difficulties to en-
counter in the doctoring of these people, as, not understanding their language; the trouble
and uncertainty of getting them to take medicine and apply remedies at their homes; the
use of improper diet, and their general mode of life ; all of these require a large store ot
patience, and an earnest and conscientious desire on the part of the physician to really
benefit them. I hail it as a sign of their improvement that they are gradually losing faith
in their own * medicine men,” and seeking relief more generally from the use of the white:
man’s remedies.
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The general health of these Indians has been good. The majority of cases of sickness
(with the exception of those of a venereal character) have been light, and these arise in a
measure from their manner of living, eating of unripe melons, exposure, &c. A large num-
ber of the children were vaccinated during the months of May and June, but our stock of
virus was exhausted before all were so treated. The location of the agency and reserve is
healthy, and although more than the usual amount of water has fallen the past few months,
I apprehend no sickness of a serious character.

LOCATION.

These people are mostly on the reserve, scattered here and there, as the fertility of the soil,
and the supply of water enables them to select the most advantageous places for their fields.
About two hundred families are living on what is termed the Blackwater lands, adjacent to
the reserve, where they find good land and more water; where they are quietly living at
present, but have been given to understand by your agent that their occupation of these
lands is only temporary, and urged to deport themselves peaceably while so occupying them.
In my communication to the Department, of May 31, I desired that this portion of the pub-
lic domain, containing about seven thousand acres, be added to the reserve, it being at
present unoccupied by white settlers, thinking then, as I do still, it to be the easiest solution
of the vexed question of * water supply,”’ at least for a few years, until these Indians form
a more intelligent view of what is for their real good, and may be induced to consent to a
removal. Another portion are living in the vicinity of Salt River, finding water for irrigat-
ing purposes from the spare water of the settlers’ ditches, and in return help to keep said
ditches in repair. Whule it would be advisable under more favorable circumstances to keep
all these people on the reserve, and under the immediate care of the agent, yet at present
it would be nearly impossible for them to make a livelihood were their farming operations to
be confined solely to the limits of the reserve. I may add, but little if any disturbance
between these Indians and the settlers has come to my knowledge.

AGRICULTURE.

The amount of land cultivated by these Indians is considerable, aggregating between
seven and eight thousand acres. Wheat, barley, sorghum, beans, corn, and melons are the
principal productions. Their mode of culture is yery primitive, not progressive. Their
plowing is done mostly with wooden plows, (there being but few iron plows among them.)
These are drawn by oxen fastened by the horns, in the old Mexican way, thus scratching up
the ground as it were; yet they raise an excellent article of wheat, Work-cattle are scarce
among them, and they are obliged to wait for each other to get the use of them, causing
considerable delay, and often the best of the season for planting is passed before many of
them get in their crops. I would therefore advise that more light plows be given them, some
sets of plain chain-harness, and an effort be made to teach them to use their ponies (of which
most of them have plenty) to plow with, thus enabling them to put in their crops at the
proper time, and rendering them more independent of each other. Affording them facilities
for improvement in farming I believe to be in the line of true economy. Their crops this
season have not been abundant, yet the more thrifty of them, and those occupying advantage-
ous locations, have raised fair crops, a portion of which they sell to the traders to enable
them to purchase other necessaries, or such articles as they may fancy. Those of them that
fall short draw liberally on the mesquite beans and other native products to complete their
supplies. 'This mode of living, however, is degrading, and materially retards their develop-
ment in civilization and their physical and moral improvement, while it is better than allow-
ing them to suffer from hunger or be driven to evil practices from actual want. The lateness
of the summer water-supply will hardly give them time to plant and mature a second crop,
such as corn, pumpkins, and melons. A few of them are owners of cattle, but the scarcity
of pasture on the plains, the trouble of keeping them out of their fields, for want of proper
fences, together with an ignorance of the best means of accumulation, a lack of courage to
Eractice self-denial, even for a desired object, and the spending of their money for whisky,

eep them from engaging in this pursuit to more than a very limited extent.

EDUCATION.

The facilities afforded in this most important branch of the service are too limited to ex-
pect any but limited results. During the past year but one school has been in operation
among these Indians, held at the village of San-tan, two and a half miles west of the agency,
in charge of the Rev. C. H. Cook, who for the past five or six years has labored earnestly
and patiently among this people as teacher and preacher. This school has had an attend-
ance of sixty-five children, the average daily attendance being 82 per cent.of the number
eurolled. A marked superiority is manifest in those children who have had the benefits of
the school in intelligence, manners, and dress, showing that day-schools may be carried on
successfully among these Indians, and at an expense but little greater than that. of publie
schools in large cities.

It is desirable that school-houses be established in some of the other villages, and the
necessary teachers employed. In such a case some of the older scholars would prove effi-
cient aids, particularly to those teachers who are unacquainted with the language of this

-
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people. In no other way can we so effectually elevate them as by the proper education of
the young. Therefore I deem it of the utmost importance that every reasonable facility be
afforded them for the attainment of so desirable an end.

MORALITY,

Drunkenness exists among these Indians to a considerable extent, and to this, with its

kindred vice of prostitution,and the evils they entail, are chargeable much of the misery

" and suffering these people endure. Owing to the location of this reserve and its surround-
ings, and the unwillingness of the Indians to give information in this matter, it is no easy
task to effectually put a stop to the sale of whisky to them. The most feasible plan, to my
mind, and the one which'I recommended to the Department in my communication of May
31,is the establishment of a police force, composed of Indians, with perhaps a white man
as captain.

’I'hg hetter class of Indians, those who do not indulge in this vice, and even some of those
who do, would welcome any measures taken to suppress this great evil, realizing as they do
the great misery it is bringing upon them. I think, however, I can safely say that many of
the reports made to your office touching these matters are gross exaggerations, and do not
proceed from the best motives.

Some trouble has been caused, and much annoyance to the agent, by the Papagos and
other Indians bringing stolen stock, principally ponies, and selling or trading them to the
Pimas. A number of these stolen animals have been restored to their rightful owners, and
I have taken pains to inform the principal men of the tribe that such practices are altogether
wrong, willinvariably cause trouble and loss, and must be discontinued.

REMOVAL,

In accordance with the desire of the Indiau-Office, I have endeavored to impress upon this
people the necessity of keeping in their minds the idea of their removal from this reserva-
tion at no distant period; and while it is with reluctance they are brought to consider seri-
ously a matter of so much importance, yet so distasteful to them, I apprehend no serious
difficulty in their removal, when the time shall have arrived when such & removal shall be
deemed necessary and expedient. From what I can learn from these Indians, as their desire,
and from my own limited knowledge of the matter, the removal of them to the Indian Ter-
ritory would be much more desirable than to the Colorado, remoyving them almost entirely
from contact with vicious whites, and settling them in all probability once for all time.
These objects would not be attained by their going to the Colorado River.

RECOMMENDATIONS.,

I would recommend the establishment of a suitable police force for the suppression of the
sale of intoxicating liquors to the Indians, &ec., the appointment of additional teachers, and
the building of more school-houses. We have now a school-house at the Maricopa village,
that has been unoccupied for a long time for want of a teacher. I would also recommend
the flooring of our present school-houses, particularly the one at San-tan: the issuing of
about two dozen light plows, adapted for shallow plowing, and suitable for two small ponies ;
also the same number of sets of inexpensive but strong chain-harness for their use, to be dis-
tributed among the head-men of the tribe; also some long handled-shovels, hoes, and sickles.

PAPAGOS.

On taking charge of the Papagos, under a consolidation of the agencies, I found their
affairs somewhat complicated. These Indians number between five and six thousand, and
are widely scattered throughout what is termed the Papago country, and even as far south
as Sonora. Their status as regards civilization is much the same as that of the Pimas.
Though they are not so largely engaged in cultivating the soil, they have more horses and
cattle, and are adding to the number of these yearly. They are gradually improving in
their mode of living, and seem to be competent and desirous of earning their own support.
Being generally industrious, they rarely beg, and do not steal to any great extent, consider-
ing the inducements offered from their situation near the borders of Mexico. They find con-
siderable employment among the settlers, proving valuable aid in their harvest-fields, and
adapting themselves to various kinds of labor. Outside of the reserve but little farming is
done until the rainy season sets in, when they plant their crops of corn, beans, melons, &c.,
filling up their time with looking after their stock, gathering cactus-berries and other wild
products, hunting, (of which they are fond, ) and visiting among themselves and neighbors.

RESERVE—LOCATION, ETC.

These Indians being, as before stated, widely distributed, the greater portion of them living
off the reserve, it would be difficult, perhaps impossible, to confine them to its limits, particu-
larly in view of their occupation as stock-raisers, and should this be insisted upon, it would
break up this branch of industry among them, reducing many of them to want. The reserve
is a good one and well adapted in part to the use of this people, if used exclusively for their
beuetit ; but Mexicans are occupying farms and using the water-privileges belonging to and
absolutely necessary to the Indians, without a shadow of title except occupancy. Thou-
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sands of cattle belonging to Mexicans and others are grazing on the reserve, crowding the
stock of the Indians to an inconvenient distance from where they belong. The timber on
the reserve, which is yearly becoming more valuable, is being cut and hauled off, by persons
so engaged, as a business, supplying Tucson and vicinity with wood; and all this without
any compensation to the Indians.

These Indians being in a great measure able to earn a good support, most of them being
frugal and industrious, while a portion of them are indolent and profligate, I think the time
has arrived when the reservation system does not work to their permanent good. It has a
tendency to allow the spirit of enterprise to lie dormant, and does not call forth their best
exertions, nor does it give them a feeling of self-reliance that is desirable. In view of
these and other important reasons I think it should be the policy of the Government, as it is
clearly for the best interests of the Indians, to locate them, as speedily as possible, by giving
to each head of a family one hundred and sixty acres of land, and making the title to this
land inalienable. Such action would encourage them to renewed efforts, allow them to
assume a position by the side of their civilized brethren, and to join in the march of progress,
I would therefore recommend that such legislation be asked for as will locate these Indians,
in severalty, on any unoccupied Government land in this Territory, giving to each head of
a family one hundred and sixty acres, and that the said land be inalienable; that the
Indians be advised and assisted to make such locations, the Government defraying the
expenses of said locations ; also, that the reservation be held for their use and benefit (allow-
ing them, however, to make locations thereon) until they shall have been so located.

EDUCATION, MORALITY, ETC.

There is no school at present taught among these Indians. The intellectual and moral
training of the young has been, for a long time, in the hands of the Roman Catholics, and
the school hitherto kept taught by the sisters of the order of Saint Joseph. What progress
has been attained by those attending the school I could not determine, the school not being
in operation at the time of my assuming control. The parents and children have but a
vague idea of the benefits of education. The parents exercise but little if any restraint or
control over the children, and, as a consequence, the attendance was neither full nor regular ;
and unless some system is devised, by which attendance can be enforced, there is, perhaps,
but little use to establish schools, or look for any considerable advance in education among
them. The noon-ration system, practiced at the school among the Pimas, has been attended
with good results. In view of the indifference on the part of the parents, and their lack of
control over their children, it would be advisable, if such an end could be attained and the
necessm‘y*fucilities afforded, to malke education, to a certain degree, compulsory among them.

* * * * * *

The Papagos, in contrast to the Pimas, mostly cut their hair and wear hats, many of
them adopting the habits and dress of the Mexicans, with whom they have been more or less
associated.

The evils of intemperance and immorality are found among them, not, however, to any
great extent, but sufficiently so to bring much degradation and misery to them. Could the
liquor-traffic be effectually stopped, which is rendered more difficult from the fact that, as
with the Pimas, these Indians will suffer almost any punishment rather than give informa-
tion as to the parties engaged in it, I see nothing to prevent them advancing, gradually if
not rapidly, in the scale of civilization. The same means to prevent this whisky-trade as is
advised in the case of the Pimas would apply here.

REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

The sanitary condition of these Indians has been generally good, no epidemics having
occurred among them. I have retained the services of a physician at Tucson to attend to
the wants of such patients as may apply to him for relief.

The licensed traders for these Indians remain only about two months on the reserve, while
the Indians are gathering and disposing of their grain, returning to Tucson, where the In-
dians prefer going to trade, often carrying their products to that place, a distance of nine
miles, for that purpose.

I have also, at the solicitation of the tribe, engaged a blacksmith at Tucson to repair their
implements and carts. i

In addition to my recommendation concerning the settlement of these Indians, I recom-
mend that the dry wood on the reserve be sold under some system to be devised, and the
proceeds used for the benefit of the Indians. .

I think it would be advisable to erect a small flouring-mill for them, and improved breeds
of stock might be provided to their great advantage. .

In closing, I would respectfully urge that due consideration be given by your honorable
department to the recommendations and suggestions herein contained, in view of their great
importance as touching the progress and permanent good (to say nothing of justice) of these
people, and that the necessary means be placed at the disposal of your agent to enable him
to carry out these desirable objects.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: CHARLES. HUDSON,

United States Indian Agent.
TLe COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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SAN CARLOS AGENCY, ARIZONA, October, 1876.

SIR : Thave the honor to submit the following as my third annual report of affairs connected:
with and pertaining to the Apache Indians of Arizona.
During the last two years there has been among these Indians a steady progress, and their

record since 1874 is a strong evidence in favor, if not a complete vindication, of the wis--

dom, justice, and efficiency of the present department policy and agency administration.
During the fiscal year ending August 31, 1875, orders were issued by your department
for the removal of the Indians from the Rio Verde and Camp Apache agencies, and their con-
solidation under one agent at San Carlos. The removal of the Rio Verde Indians and their
location here was effected with comparative ease and great satisfaction, nothing more se-
rious occurring than a fight among themselves while en route, in which seven were killed and
ten wounded. After their arrival they several times threatened to fight rather than submit

to our system of control, but in less than two weeks their mad hostility and direful wrath.

subsided and passed away.
THE COYOTERO APACHES.

The transfer of the Coyotero Indians from the Camp Apache agency was attended with
great difficulties, strong opposition, and much danger both to those engaged in the removal
and to the general peace of our Territory, and I was just in the midst of the dangers and:
troubles t}t the time o£ concluding*my last annual report iras August, 1875,

* *

On the 16th of June, 1875, I was ordered by the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
to remove the Indians and agency property from the Camp Apache agency to the Gila River,
and to execute the order at as early a day as possible. In compliance with these instruc--
tions the property and a majority of the Indians were transferred to the San Carlos agency
during the latter part of July. Such Indians as were reluctant to leave the White Mount-
ains I was careful to inform that they would receive no more rations there, and after July
31 the agent and agency would be removed to the Gila River. * * *

The opposition gradually disappeared, and the Indians were brought to San Carlos.

A branch agency was built about twenty miles east of San Carlos on the Gila, and about
eight hundred of the Coyotero Apaches were located there. The remainder, about one thou-
sand, were camped on the Rio San Carlos, north of the agency. The manufacture and use

of intoxicating liquors has been effectually prohibited.

REMOVAL OF THE CHIRICAHUA APACHES.

On the 8th of April, 1876, a faction of the Chiricahua Indians attacked Sulphur Springs
station, and killed two men, Mr. Rogers and Mr. Spence. The same party attacked the
ranches of the Rio San Pedro, and killed one man and very badly wounded another. A.
company of cavalry went from Camp Bowie to punish these murderers; they pursued them
sixty miles, had a fight, killed no Indians, and returned to Camp Bowie.

On May 3 I received telegraphic instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to
proceed to Apache Pass, take charge of the agency, and remove the Chiricahua Indians to
San Carlos. Inasmuch as I had resigned my position as Indian agent on February 26, I was
quite reluctant to accept this new and dangerous task, but finally consented. General Kautz.
was requested to place all available troops in such position as would afford greatest protec-
tion to the citizens in case of further hostility on the part of the Indians.

The name of the Chiricahua Indians has been & terror to Arizona and Sonora for many
years. Many, many graves in Arizona mark the resting-places of their victims, and their
raids for plunder and murder were continued into Sonora up to the very time of their re-
moval. It was variously estimated that this tribe numbered from three hundred to five:
hundred able warriors, all well-armed, brave, and experienced. They had always defied our
troops, and had been victorious in almost every engagement with our forces. I therefore
determined not to go upon their reservation until I was prepared to dictate terms to them,.
and not they to me. I also determined to have the settlers protected in case of hostility,
and to be ready to quell an outbreak without protracted war.

On May 17 I'received a telegram from the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, inform-
ing me that General Kautz, commanding Department of Arizona, had been ordered to give
all assistance necessary to remove the Chiricahua Indians. I immediately telegraphed to
General Kautz requesting him to place all his available troops near and about the Chiricahua
reservation. The general replied that he had ordered all the Sixth Cavalry to Southern Ari-
zona. I then proceeded to San Carlos, organized a company of fifty-four special policemen
of the Arivaipa and Coyotero Apaches to act as my own body-guard, and with these, well-
armed, I proceeded to Apache Puss, via Tucson. General Kautz was in the field in person

with twelve companies of the Sixth Cavalry and two companies of Indian scouts from my-

reservation ; besides these I had my company of Indian police.

I arrived at Apache Pass about noon on June 5, and found Taza (son of Cochise) and
his band there. Taza and party are very firm friends of the whites, while one Skinya headed-
the hostiles. Taza and party had had a fight with Skinya and party on the 4th instant, in
which fight Skinya was killed, together with four of his men. Pionsenay, brother of Skinya,

and murderer of Rogers and Spence, was shot through the right shoulder by Taza, while-

Nachee, youngest son of Cochise, fired the shot that killed Skinya.
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On the 6th instant I had a talk with Taza’s party, and they readily consented to go to
San Carlos. Taza’s party includes all the original Chiricahua Indians, and numbers about
three hundred and twenty-five men, women, and children.

Besides these, I judge that about sixty Indians, under the chiefs Hoo, Eronemo, and Nol-
gee, ran away into Sonora, where their home really is; but as they got no rations in So-
nora, they preferred to live on the bounty of our good Uncle Samuel at Apache Pass. An-
other party of thirty or forty, under old Gordo, went to the Hot Springs reservation, in New
Mexico, where they rightfully belonged. These are all the Indians I could find or account
for on this reservation, and Taza and Pionsenay both told me that no other Indians lived
upon the reservation, and our Indian scouts were unable to discover any signs of straggling
bands; so that from this I conclude thatthe number of Indians on this reservation did not
exceed four hundred and fifty, although in the last annual report the number is estimated at
nine hundred and sixty-five.

On the morning of June 8 I learned that Pionsenay, the murderer of Rogers and Spence,
was camped within ten miles of the agency. I accordingly sent out a detachment of In-
dian police to bring in the outlaw and such others of his people as might be in his camp. The
party returned in the evening, bringing with them Pionsenay and thirty-eight others, mostly
women and children. I put the outlaw in a strong room and kept a guard of two over him -
day and night. He told me that he with two others had killed the men at Sulphur Springs.
I took Pionsenay part way to Tucson and met the sheriff, who was coming out after the
criminal. I transferred the Indian to the officer about 2 p. m. on June 13, and the Indian
escaped about 9 p. m. the same day and has not yet been recaptured. This is the only mis-
fortune connected with the removal, and for this the sheriff is responsible.

I left Apache Pass on June 12 with three hundred and twenty-five Indians, escorted by
my Indian police, and on the 18th instant the Chiricahua Indians were located on the San
Carlos reservation without trouble or accident; the terrible shade of that tribe’s dreaded
name had passed away, and the imaginary army of four or five hundred formidable war-
riors had dwindled to the modest number of sixty half-armed and less clothed savages. * *

THE INDIAN POLICE FORCE.

The Indian police system is my great hobby in the management of wild Indians, and my
police have really done more this year than I had expected of them or claimed for them.
On the 9th of October General Kautz, at my request, ordered all the troops away from San
Carlos, and the abandonment of that camp. This was something I had long desired; and
although no more unfavorable time could have been selected for their removal, (pending the
transfer of the Coyotero Apaches,) yet, as the general chose that time, I did not object.
The troops at San Carlos left on the 27th of October, 1875, under the command of Lieuten-
ant Carter, Sixth Cavalry United States Army. We had now no other defense than our

. Indian police, and I will mention a few of their exploits, which will sufficiently prove their
faithfulness and efficiency. :

On the 24th of October I received information that a number of Yuma Indians had left
for the Pima villages. I immediately dispatched Mr. Beauford with a small police force in

ursuit of the truants. Mr, Beauford returned on the morning of the 27th, bringing with

im twenty-seven prisoners, who were furnished lodgings in the guard-house. I may men-
tion here, as a significant coincidence, that, as Mr. Beauford came into the agency with these
prisoners, Lieutenant Carter moved out of camp with the troops, leaving us unprotected.

On the 22d of December a very prominent chief, named Disalin, became enraged and fired
two shots at Mr, Sweeney, one at Mr. Beauford, and one at an Indian; and inless than two
minutes the Indian police had put a dozen bullets through Disalin, and he was correspond-
ingly quiet.

%n the 26th of February, 1876, I issued the following order :

“ CLAY BEAUFORD,
¢ <*In Charge of Indian Police :

“SIR: It having been reported that there are some renegade Indians prowling about the
western border of this reservation, you are directed to take fifteen Indian police and ascer-
tain the truth of these reports by a scout in that direction. Should you find the renegade
Indians, you are directed to use your own judgment as to an attack with a view to capture
their camp. Should your force be too small to effect the capture of these renegades, you
will report the facts in the case to me without delay, or should you be near a military post,
report the circumstances to the commanding officer, asking his assistance.

“JOHN P. CLUM,
‘¢ United States Indian Agent.”

This scout was gone from the agency seventeen days. They killed sixteen renegades, and
brought in twenty-one women and children as prisoners.

On the 8th of June, 1876, (as I bave already reported,) a detachment of twenty police
brought in to me Pionsenay and thirty-eight others. No other prisoners were taken.

I could mention other instances of most valuable services performed by the police, but I



12 REPORTS OF AGENTS IN CALIFORNIA.

think enough has been said to secure for them general commendation, insignia of office,
and plumed hats. The very purpose of an army is to devastate and destroy ; hence in times
of peace they should be far removed.

In this connection I desire to mention that Mr. Clay Beauford has rendered most able ser-
vices as a guide and scout with the Indian police. He is brave and energetic, a thorough
Indian fighter, and when once he strikes a trail he never stops until he is victor in the rene-
gade camp.

BUILDINGS.

By two years of hard work we have put up good, substantial buildings, and all are now in
good shape. In the main building we have the office, council-room, dispensary, dining-
room, kitchen, two store-rooms, and seven large dwelling-rooms, while our out-buildings
comprise employés’ quarters, stables, harness-room, tool-room, carriage-sheds, blacksmith -
shop, carpenter’s shop, &c. Our guard-house contains six large cells, all of which are dark -
ened. There are two large rooms at the south end, and altogether would accommodate at
least fifty prisoners.

SHEEP.

" On the 14th of January, 1876, I distributed among these Indians 4,000 sheep, which had
been purchased for them by the Department. These have been well cared for, and the lambs
are doing very nicely, and altogether will number now about 5,000.

AGRICULTURE.

In this branch of industry these Indians are progressing very rapidly. They have large
tracts of land under cultivation, from which they are raising fine crops. = Some have realized
considerable profit already from the sale of corn and barley.

In conclusion, I desire again to express my appreciation of the valuable services of Mr.
M. A. Sweeney, to whose worthy and energetic labors I was pleased to refer in my last an-
nual report. He is still with me as clerk, and continues to execute his duties with the same
energy, discretion, and spirit of faithfulness.

The total number of Indians connected with this agency at the present time is a little over
4,500.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
JOHN P. CLUM,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

HooPA VALLEY AGENCY, CALIFORNIA,
August 21, 1876.

Sir: In compliance with the requirements of the Department, I have the honor to submit
any second aunual report of affairs connected with this agency.

In my report one year ago I gave the Department what I conceived to be a fair and im-
partial statement of the very poor quality of the arable land pertaining to this reservation.
The experience of another year only confirms the opinion then advanced. The soil when
first brought into cultivation might have been very prolific, but at the present time it is so
much depleted that it will scarcely yield enough to pay the expenses necessarily accruing in
seeding and harvesting, and this state of things must continue, or else grow worse, unless
there can be 4 radical change effected in the cultivation of the soil. Year after year the sur-
face has been barely skimmed over by the plow and sown with the same kind of grain. A
change of the kind referred to can never be effected as long as the werk has to be done by
‘the Indians. I have known the farmer to fix their plows so as to plow deep enough, give
instructions not to change them, and being called away for a short time would find on his
return that everything had been altered to suit the Indian notion ; and this they will inva-
riably do if left to themselves. Thus you see that it is a matter of impossibility for any
superintendent of farming, I care not how efficient he may be, to make a successful showing
of his work here. The result will always be a depletion of the soil and the consequent
decrease of the crop.

Our crop this year was very light. One reason for this is the fact just stated above, and
another important reason for its lightness was the severity of last winter. The rainy season
set in in October and continued almost incessantly for nearly six months. There was about
90 inches, or 7% feet, of rain-fall in this valley. Whenever there was a day that we thought
we dare plow at all the plows were going, and when we supposed that the ground was in
such a condition that it could be seeded, the sower and harrows were started. In this way
we succeeded in getting about two hundred acres of grain sown. The grain on a portion of
the land was not worth cutting ; in fact, it would not have yielded a bushel to the acre.

Our machines for harvesting were so badly worn that we could do nothing with them with-
.out a great outlay, and having no funds to expend upon them, and no employés to superin-
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tend them even if I could have fitted them up, I did the best thing I could do under the cir--
cumstances—lat out the harvesting of both the hay and the grain on shares. I thought it
better to save some than lose all. _

About the 1st of July last year I received a communication from the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs directing me to lay the subject of the removal of the Indians from this reser-
vation to Round Valley before them. There was a universal dissent among them. I have
since been informed that my predecessor had told the Indians before I came that I was
coming for the purpose of moving the Indians away from here to Round Valley. This, no
doubt, had the effect designed, to prejudice the Indians against me. This prejudice, how-
ever, was nearly obliterated. Our religious meetings and Sabbath-schools had been well
attended. The Indians were apparently very much interested. Agent and employés were
hopeful. Everything seemed to be working well. The letter instructing the agent to lay
the subject of removal before the Indians came and was read to them. A great revulsion
took place. Many who had been almost constant attendants at both Sabbath-school and
religious services went away and came no more; and all were convinced in their own minds
that I had been sent here for the express purpose of taking them away, and I have found it
a very difficult matter to eradicate that impression.

Several years ago, when fighting with the whites, they said they had been told that if
they would come in, give up their guns and not fight any more, they should have a_good
home here, and should be well taken care of ; that each family should have a piece of land.
to itself, and that plows and hoes and harness would be given to them; but this had
never been done, and they didn’t believe that anything would be done for them if they went
to Round Valley. They thought the white people were fooling them all the time. Their con-
fidence in the whites was terribly shaken, and nearly every one of them gave up all their
efforts to be religious.

Just about this time an order came from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs directing
the school to be closed. This seemed to me to be a retrograde movement. Admitting that
the attendance was small and did not seem to justify the expenditure of keeping the school,
still it was a nucleus around which we might hope to gather others and increase the attend-
ance, and through the influence of the school draw back those who had left off their attend-
ance at church. The submitting of the subject of removal to the consideration of the In-
dians in order to obtain their consent to go to Round Valley, and the closing of the school,
were, in my humble opinion, both mistakes on the part of the Department.

But misfortunes never come singly. As if these were not enough to demoralize the Indians,
a petition in the form of aremonstrance against the removal of the Indians was circulated,
signed, and sent on by the citizens of this county to Congress for action on the same. De-
precating the idea of an Indian war in case of an attempt to remove them, the people urged
Congress to stay the proposed movement. Itseems to me that the getting up of the remon-
strance against the removal of the Indians was as unwise on the part of the people, as the
order to lay the subject before the Indians, and ask their consent to go, was on the part of
the Department. The Indians soon learned all about the remonstrance, and were led to be-
lieve that the white people were afraid of them, and therefore objected to any attempt being
made to remove them.

In connection with this subject, I may as well say here as anywhere that, after mature
deliberation, I am fully convinced the best thing for both the Government and the Indians of”
this reservation, as well as the cheapest for the Government, would be to send all these Indians
to the Indian Territory. There are some old men and women here, also some children, for
whom provision of some kind will have to be made by the Government. In case they are
not taken to the Indian Territory, they should be sent to Round Valley. I think it useless.
to send the younger men and women there. I do not believe they would stay.

Hoopa Valley is not really fit for a reservation, and there is not land enough to divide it
into lots of sufficient size for the Indians to make homes for themselves where they can make
a decent and comfortable support.

The proximity of the military post, it being situated in the midst of the reservation,is a
source of evil, as it allows of so much illicit intercourse between the soldiers and the Indian
women ; and while these things exist I am thoroughly persuaded that any effort to christian-
ize and elevate this people is labor in vain. I am also fully persuaded that the transfer of the
Indian Bureau to the military department would be fraught with evil both to the military
and the Indian, by making that general which is now only local. .

I trust that wise legislation in regard to this may prevail, and a liberal action on the part.
of Congress for the support of the reservation be had. I do not mean to intimate that more
should be given to the Indians who are able to work than is now given, but a greater amount
appropriated, to enable the agent and employés to successfully carry out the humane efforts
for the elevation and civilization of the Indians. I think that the custom of giving annuity-
goods as it has been done in the pastis wrong in principle. It is not an act of charity to
give to any one who is able to support himself.

Owing to the uncertainty of the continuance of this reservation, we have not made as much
improvement as otherwise would have been done. We were necessarily compelled to do some
fencing and some repairing. A considerable amount of lumber was given to the Indians for
the purpose of repairing their houses and to build some new ones. Seven new Indian houses
have been built.
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The grist-mill is at present in a useless condition, and can only be fitted up by the expen-
diture of a good deal of both labor and money, and as Congress has failed to make an appro-
priation, I see but little prospect of getting the mill repaired.

I might also remark that F can see but little prospect of maintaining the reservation. I
have only one employé beside the physician, a kind of man of all work, earnest, faithful, and
industrious; but he cannot do all the work that has to be done, and it is often more trouble
to go to a rancheria to hunt up an Indian than it is to do the work. The consequence is, we
find the labor of looking after and taking care of the property a very burdensome work.
think it more than probable that there is not another agent in connection with the Indian
service who does half the amount of manual labor that I feel compelled, under the circum-
stances, to do.

Dr. Reid, our agency physician, is a scientific gentleman, attentive to his duties and suc-
cessful in his practice. He would be more successful if he could have his patients more under
his immediate care, where he could see them often and have them take their medicines reg-
ularly ; but this neither he nor any otler person can do,unless we have good hospital ar-
rangements, and the means of enforcing the sick to stay in it to be doctored.

In consequence of the rumored removal of the Indians to the Round Valley reservation,
nearly the whole of the Siahs and Redwoods and some of the Hoopas left the reservation.
The Siahs are on Mad River, the Redwoods are on Redwood Creek, and the Heopas are on
the Klamath. The Hoopas will no doubt return this fall, but I think the others never in-
tend to come back.

We have a good, well-appointed school-house, (which we also use for religious purposes, )
some school-books, charts, slates, &c., but we have not had any school during the year.
Sabbath-school and religious services were kept up as long as the employés were here, but
whgn they had all gone I was compelled to give them up, something I very much regretted
to do.

Sincerely trusting that, if I should ever have the honor to make another report, it will
make a better showing than this, I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. L. BROADDUS,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Orrice UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,
ROUND VALLEY RESERVATION, MENDOCINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,
September 1, 1876.
SiR : In compliance with the regulations of the Indian Department, I have the honor to
submit the following as my fourth annual report as agent of this reservation. From the best
means and methods available, I have carefully taken the number of Indians now on this
reservation, 952, divided as follows:
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Potter Valley Indians.cceeeeeeeeenaneanans 12 17 89 | 118 6 3| 134 | 143 261
Ukie Indians ......... . 5 9 32 96 7 13 81| 101 197
Pit River Indians..... 1 3 22 26 1 4 29 34 60
Redwood Iirdians .... 3 5 30 38 [ 33 P 49 53 91
‘Wylackie Indians..... 2 1 12 15 |ieen.. 4 10 14 29
‘Concow Indians ...... 4 8 57 69 3 9 67 79 148
Little Lake Indians... 3 7 62 2 14 6| 74 94 166
Total waeneeneo... . 30 50 ) 354 | 434 35 39| 444 | 518 952

I reported 192 more Indians on this reservation last year; 126 of this number are deducted
from the Wylackie tribe, who are living on Eel River, in Humboldt County ; most of them
are under the care of Mr. Charles Fenton ; as they support themselves without any expense
to the Government and are doing well, I deemed it best not to report them. Many others
are herding sheep and doing other labor for ciiizens, so that we have on this reservation at
present but the number reported. The people of Healdsburgh and vicinity are still anxious
to have the Indians there brought to this reservation,and I have had official permission to
bring them, and would gladly have done so,but I have no means as yet to defray the nec-
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essary expense. I have also raceived petitions from the citizens of Lake, Sacramento, and
Colusa Counties,as well as from different portions of this county, to remove the Indians
from their midst. Indians in this country off of reservations, without land of their own to
cultivate or a fixed abiding place, live a roving and dissolute life; while drinking, gam-
bling, and other ruinous vices not only impoverish them, but are fast hastening their utter
extinction.

FARMING,

The estimated productions of the farm and garden, with the exception of wheat, barley,
oats, and hay, which have been correctly measured, are as follows: Wheat, 3,439 bushels ;
barley, 1,282 bushels ; oats, 246 bushels; beans, 67 bushels; carrots, 1,000 bushels: corn,
1,000 bushels ; onions, 17 bushels ; apples, 1,000 bushels ; potatoes, 500 bushels ; squashes,
50,000 pounds; cabbage, 3,000 pounds; water-melons, 5,000 in number; hay, 661 tons;
broom-corn, one acre; beets, 250 bushels; peaches, 25 bushels; nectarines, 15 bushels ;
buckwheat, 25 bushels. The foregoing does not include the products of 250 acres, that the
Indians use and cultivate for themselves, raising vegetables of nearly every description.
Our grain crop is unusually deficient, owing to excessive rains and cold, freezing weather
last winter ; in early spring the north winds were very severe. drying the earth too rapidly,
and blighting the grain to an alarming extent; our farmer is very competent, has done all
in his power, yet.the crop is deficient.

IMPROVEMENTS.

We have built a new fence on the township line, running east and west through this
valley, thereby adding materially to the area of tillable land on this reservation; 50 acres
have heen grubbed and put into cultivation exclusively by the Indians, and 1,050 acres
cultivated for reservation. One guard-house has been built, 12 by 24 feet, walls 12 feet
high, well ventilated ; one medicine-house, all of new material, 18 by 48 feet, one story
and a half high, built box style, and sided up with weather-boards and containing a brick
chimney with two fire-places ; one sutler’s store, 24 by 40 feet, walls 12 feet high, with shed-
room full length of building, stack chimney, with two fire-places; also one farm depot, 32
by 50 feet, walls 16 feet high, the lower portion to shelter wagons, farming implements, and
machinery, the upper portion for garden-seeds, vegetables, hides, &c. We have also built
six new Indian houses of pine lumber with good doors, floors, chimneys, and one window
in each house, which are not only substantial, but very comfortable, some 12 by 14 feet,
others 12 by 16 feet ; two butcher shops 12 by 18 feet, and 10 by 16 feet, respectively. Our
reservation store-building has been ceiled overhead, and the north end sided up with
weather-boards, the small windows, 10 by 12 glass, taken out and put into Indian houses,
and larger windows, glass 10 by 14, substituted. One of our school-houses has been sided
up, adding greatly to the appearance and comfort of the building. One dwelling-house has
been built at saw-mill for employés and their families, 18 by 24 feet, with kitchen and a good
brick chimney. We have had a great deal of repairing to do. We have done not less than
$300 worth of worl in re-opening the wagon-road from headquarters to reservation saw-mill.

I am exceedingly gratified to say that the military reserve at Camp Wright, one milesquare,
has been by Executive order added to this reservation and made a part thereof; also all the
buildings thereon, fourteen of which are capable of occupancy for employés and Indiaus; also
.one magazine, one guard-house, and other small buildings ; this addition to this reservation
supplies a long-felt need in many respects.

MILLS.

Our grist-mill building is in a bad condition ; the sills are badly decayed, making the
building, while the mill is running, unsafe. If the appropriation for the Indian service in Cali-
fornia, for the present fiscal year, had not been so inadequate, I should have had & new
building erected this season; the machinery is good, and makes as good a quality of flour
as any mill. I purpose building a granary about 30 by 60 feet, adjoining the mill, to store
grain and flour in, thereby relieving the mill-building of the extra weight, which it can by
no means bear; by this means the mill-building may stand one year longer. Noxt season a
new mill-house must be built. This new store-house, however, will be a necessary ap-
pendage to said new mill-house. Our saw-mill is in good condition, everything new, and
we have cut 452,805 feet of lumber since September 1, 1875. In that time the mill has run
only 97 days up to date, September 1,1876. It is impossible to run the mill during the
winter months on account of the great amount of snow that falls where the mill is situated
in the mountains. I have sold but little more lumber than was sufficient to pay special
employés and running expense in part. I have hired teams to haul lumber from the mill, a
distance of thirteen miles over a bad mountain road, to this reservation for $12.50 per thou-
sand feet, paying for the same in lumber at the mill at $20 per thousand feet. Most of the
time one of the reservation teams has been kept on the road; in this way-we get enough
lumber to the valley for the building of Indian houses, fencing, and other needed improve-
ments. *We have now in this valley 153,131 feet of lumber, sufficient to answer our pres-
ent necessities. If the appropriation for the Indian service would allow it, we could put
all the Indians in comfortable houses the present fiscal year.
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EDUCATIONAL.

‘We have had but one school during the past year. There should have been two, for it
does the teacher and pupils alike an injustice to require one teacher to instruct 70 or 80
pupils. The largest number in attendance during any one month was 78; largest average
attendance, 76. The attendance has been quite uniform. Owing to the present absence of the
teacher, I cannot give as full statistics as I desire. I take great pleasure, however, in saying
that great improvement has been made in every department of the school. Many have
learned to read and write, and quite a number can work in the first four rules of arithmetic.
A number of the bright and every way most promising young Indians have died intelligent
Christians, owing in a great measure to the light received in the school from a Christian teacher.
I take great pleasure in announcing the fact that the Declaration of Independence was read
on the occasion of our Fourth of July celebration last past by a ** full-blood ”’ Indian boy
about twelve years old, who learued th. alphabet less than four years ago. The reading was
done in an excellent style.

SANITARY CONDITION.

The general health of the Indians has been much better than during any previous year, It
is, however, a lamentable fact that a large number of the grown-up Indians of both sexes
have their system so tainted and poisoned with venereal disease that it is impossible for them
to perpetuate their race, and as many of their number are very old people, and consequently
dying off, their number is rapidly diminishing. A great re-action has, however, set in, One
tribe the past year has had fourteen births against four last year. Law ful marriages are rapidly
increasing. Living in comfortable houses, sleeping up off from the earth, and conformity to
Christian morals, will save them in body as well as soul. I am pleased to state that our
long-desired object is near realization. We expect during the present fiscal year to estab-
lish a hospital at Camp Wright, where the blind, together with all seriously afflicted, can be
taken and be humanely treated ; this can now be done with but a small expenditure.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION,

We have a Sabbath-school at each school-house, both in a prosperous condition, and
preaching once or twice each Sabbath ; prayer-meeting at each place once a week. Some-
times the Indians hold religious meetings in their own houses week evenings. We have
868 members, 4 licensed exhorters, and 5 licensed local preachers. I have never known as
great a stability with any race of people in their Christian faith. I have not heard amu oath
or seen an intoxicated Indian on this reservation within the last two years. Good order and
discipline generally prevail ; forty-five couple are lawfully married. The religious knowl-
edge gained, the intellectual development and general improvement is a marvel to all persons
knowing the past and present condition of these sons and daughters of the forest.

GOVERNMENT DISCIPLINE.

There are no soldiers within one hundred and fifty miles of this agency; none have been
needed ; the best possible order has prevailed. The Indians have elected representatives
from each tribe, who, with their chiefs, have made some laws for their government. They
have their marshals and judges, and in all cases an appeal to the agent is provided for.
This has been very satistactory to the Indians. A few cases have occurred where light fines
have been imposed, or confinement in the guard-house for a reasonable time, always with a
salutary effect. If let alone by bad white men, there would be no trouble whatever.

NEW RESERVATIONS, ETC.

The act of Congress, March 3, 1873, segregating the land south of the township line from
this reservation, and extending the lines west, north, and east into the mountains as an
equivalent, has been of no utility as yet to this reservation; allthis land is still held (except
two small claims) by farmers and stock-men, up to our fences, to the greatest possible injury
of our stock. The use of this range more than compensated the parties for keeping their case
in court.

MISCELLANEOUS.

We are in great need of more work-animals, wagons, harness, &ec. If Hoopa reserva-
tiou is discontinued and the Government property brought here, this great need will be met.
Unless the reservations in this State are consolidated, all must suffer great embarrassment.

All of which is most respectfully submitted.

Your obedient servant,
J. L. BURCHARD,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AEFAIRS.
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TuLE RIVER INDIAN AGENCY,
Porterville, California, August 21, 1876.

SiR : I have the honor to submit the following annual report of this agency :

This reservation was established for the Tule, Tejon, Wichumni, Kaweah, King’s River,
and Monache tribes of Indians. As nearly as can be ascertained they number in all twelve
hundred. T am satisfied this is not an overestimate. In consequence of the unsettled condition
of the agency, only three hundred and three of this number are under my care. Nine hun-
dre are scattered in this and adjoining counties.

The agency is located on a rented farm, containing 1,280 acres. About one-third of this is
suitable for agricultural purposes ; the remainder is very good grazing-land. For a number
of years past an annual rental of $1,920 bas been paid for its occupancy.

A large tract of land lying on the South Tule River was, by Executive order of January 9,
1873 withdrawn, from settlement, and defined as Tule River Indian reservation. Although
this tract contains over 48,000 acres, it has been condemned by a Government inspector as
unsuitable for this purpose. Scarcely 100 acres of arable land, and that of an inferior quality,
is contained within its limits. Some three years since an effort was made to remove the In-
dians from the rented farm and locate them permanently upon this reservation. Several
hundred dollars were spent in improvements, and six families of Indians were removed thither.
By a change of agent, and want of means for further prosecution, the enterprise was then aban-
doned. There is not on this whole tract more tillable land than the six Indian families now
residing there actnally require. The property on this tract belonging to citizens, except in
one instance, as I am informed, was properly appraised and the claimants paid.

Adjoining this on the north, another large tract, almost equal in dimensions to that of the
first, was, by Executive order, issued October 3, 1873, included in the reservation. No ap-
praisement, however, has ever been made of the property of citizens on this latter tract,
although four families have been living there ever since January, 1870. The improvements
owned by these persons consist of cheap houses, one good barn, a large orchard of well-
assorted fruit-trees, a fine vineyard, alfalfa meadows, broad fencing, and water-ditches with
board flumes over rocky points, furnishing irrigating facilities sufficient to water a thousand
acres. The whole will make an excelleut home for all the Indians in the southern part of
this State.

AGRICULTURE.

The farming interests of the agency the past year have not been satisfactory. A great
amount of labor has been performed, but small returns have been realized. The result, as
nearly as can be ascertained at the present time, is %s follows: wheat, 1,700 bushels ; barley,
50 bushels; corn, 200 bushels; potatoes, 100 busbels: turnips, 25 bushels; onions, 30
bushels ; beans, 20 bushels; 5 tons melons, 20 tons pumpkins, and 75 tons hay.

EDUCATIONAL.

A day-school has been maintained five months of the past year. Thirty-three different
pupils have attended during the term, with an average enrollment of 25, The classes
in reading have advanced very rapidly. About one-half of the number enrolled understand,
and can work in the first rules of arithmetic. They take great pleasure in writing, drawing,
and singing. Little ones who are too timid to speak aloud upon their first entrance, soon
learn to print on the slate and blackboard, and then to make figures and write. By the time
they have completed the First Reader they can copy correctly in script any lesson in the book,
and those who have completed the Second Reader can write very well, indeed. The only
difference between these and white children is that the former require more continuous
instruction. This is, of course, in consequence of a lack of proper assistance at hoine. While
many parents think it very desirable for their children to attend school, they know not how
to give them the necessary encouragement. It has been impossible to secure regular attend-
ance of the older_ pupils, as they readily obtain remunerative employment and do not fully
appreciate the advantages of an education. If it were practicable, I would recommend a
boarding and manual-labor school as the best and surest means of securing permanent

ood. :
g MISSIONARY WORK.

In addition to my official relation, I was appointed by the California Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church to labor for the spiritual welfare of these Indians. I have en-
deavored to instruct them faithfully both in Sabbath-school and at stated religious meetings;
also on all suitable occasions, I have tried to impart lessons that would lead them to a proper
appreciation of life’s responsibilities.

INDIAN INDUSTRIES.

While some of these Indians are ot inclined to labor, the majority are able to compete
successfully with the white men of the country employed as day-laborers. They cut and
thrashed their own grain with very little assistance, ruuning the thrasher as skillfully and as
well as experienced white men. They are very easily managed, and willing to do anything
I require of them.

2 IND
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CIVILIZATION.

The greatest obstacle in the way of their civilization is their constant contact with a low
class of white men and Mexicans who are universally addicted to drunkenness. Evil habits
have thus been imbibed, leading to such general intemperance and dissoluteness of character
as to render moral improvement almost an impossibility. The present outlook does not in-
spire one with a great amount of confidence in their speedy elevation.

THE REMEDY.

Give them a permanent home, where they can find constant employment and have the
liberal support of the Government until they can improve piaces of their own. This, in my
judgment, is the only course that will redeem the older Indians, or prevent the younger ones
from falling into a similar vortex. :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. G. BELKNAP,

United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Los PiNnos INDIAN AGENCY, COLORADO,
September 30, 1876.

Sir: The most important event of the past year at this agency has been its change of
location, an event which has tended to keep the Indians nearer to the heart of the reserva-
tion in a country where successful cultivation of the soil was possible, and where they could
reach the ration-house at all seasons of the year, and be more frequently under the eye of
the agent. The present location is about 6,000 feet above the level of the sea. The old
agency was over 9,000 feet high, and the climate consequently so cold that the Indians were
there but about five months of the year. The new site is within two miles of the head ot
what is known as the Uncapahgri (the spelling of theé word was agreed upon between Mr.
Jas. T. Gardner, of Professor Hayden’s corps of surveyors, and myself, as being nearest to
the Indian pronunciation) Valiey, this being separated from what is known as the Uncapah-
gri Park by a canon about six miles long. From high points in the range of mountains
fifteen miles south of here this valley is spid to look very charming and attractive. When
reached, however, it is found to be like other sage-brush country in Colorado, dry and
barren, and requiring the irrigating ditch.

The first extra labor for moving the agency was hired on the 14th day of July. An ap-
propriation of a little over $20,000 had been asked for, but only $10,000 had been allowed.
The old agency was not on the reservation, and was otherwise objectionable, so that moving
seemed to be imperative. On the 17th of July we began to load the saw-mill. The
agency farmer and a little bund of hired men took three weeks, with four ox wagons and
one mule wagon to reach the new mill-site, a distance of a little over ninety miles, it being
necessary to make a great part of the road. Then the main work was to dig a ditch over
half a noile long in a hard, cement-like gravel on the side of a bluff.

The contract for erecting the buildings was made August 12, and the work was to be done
October 25 unless delayed by lack of lumber. The adobe work proceeded very slowly,
and the work of getting out lumber was not so fast as was expected, and when the agent
reached the Uncapahgii Valley, on the 28th of November, to make it his home, none of the
buildings, except the store-house, were far enough advanced to be used. Notwithstanding
this, and notwithstanding the snow had come upon the mountain range unusually early, it
was deemed best to change headquarters. It was important that another year should not
be lost to agriculture, ang again, a large portion of the property of the agency, including
most of the cattle, had been removed.

The employés’ supplies had nearly all been brought, the grain and vegetables were on th
road, and it was expected that 100,000 pounds of flour for the Indians would yet arrive.
Beef-cattle, about 100,000 pounds, had already come. Even without the flour it was expect-
ed the Indians would be satistied, as they had not been accustomed to receive anything
from the Government in the winter. They were, indeed, more than satisfied till spring
came, when they made a pretty loud demand for flour, and expressed a willingness to go to
the old agency and pack it in.  Thus there was issued to them 57,500 pounds during the
second quarter. Much property was left at the old agency, snow impeding transporta-
tion all winter, and that occasioned some embarrassment and a little extra expense. Never-
theless, the removal bas proved of great advantage. The good agricultural qualities of soil
and climate of the new location have been demonstrated, and several of the Utes have
been induced to work in the field.

Another benefit, which for lack of school accommodation we have little more than begun
to feel, is the constant contact with the Indians, especially the children. Three children
were lodged in the agent’s house and ate at the table of the employés, and made manifest prog-
ress in learning to talk Americana, and two of them in arithmetic and reading and writing.
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The day-scholars were irregular in attendance and reluctant to give attention, and so it was
proved for the hundredth time that with low grades of Indians the boarding-school is the
only efficient one. Had the school-house been built and a boarding-school been established,
there would have been success as to numbers as well as advancement.

I am not at all surprised that the Utes still feel very much aggrieved in regard to the
Brunot agreement, both because it is not what they understood it to be at the time it was
made, (the boundaries fixed by it including much farming as well as mining land,) and
because they have received no pay under it, while the country ceded has become occupied
more and more, and now contains several thousand white people. |

The Brunot agreement was made in September, 1873, and ratified in April, 1874, but it
was not till about a year ago, and after many applications, that authority was given to pur-
chase the horses, guns and sheep which the Utes desired for the first annuity of $25,000,
and the purchase was prevented by an order which very soon came from the Commissioner
to obtain no guns till a satisfactory explanation was given of the attack on Mr. Hayden’s
party of surveyors last summer near Sierra la Sal. The Utes objected to receiving anything
unless they could have the guns, and when permission to obtain them came, it was too late
in the season for their transportation. The proposals were received on May I2, as
early in the spring as I could depend upon getting over the mountains to Pueblo. Then
came on the troubles with the Sioux, and the Commissioner seems to have thought it un-
wise to give to any Indians, however friendly, anything that might aid them in any hostili-
ties they might contemplate; and so, after promises had been made and contracts had been
awarded, instructions were given to issue none of the articles. It would be nothing less
than disrespectful in the agent to question this policy, but his chagrin at being the messen-
ger of a distrust in which he did not participate, and at disappointing expectations founded
on an agreement that had already been too long disregarded, can be well imagined. The
guns are still withheld. Two hundred horses and three thousand sheep are yet at the
agency, subject to the call of the Capote and Weminuche Utes, to whom it was decided by a
council of the Utes, held last November, to give all the proceeds of the first annuity under
the agreement of 1873 on account of the greater sacrifices they had made, much farming
land in their part of the reservation being ceded to the Government. The chiefs of these
Indians have given out word that they would receive nothing under the agreement : that the
agreement was made by Ouray and ouly a few other Utes, and that they had nothing to do
with it, and did not mean by any word or act to acknowledge it. It is believed that they
are instigated to this course by some of the white settlers of their vicinity. At the present
writing a messenger is sent to notify them that sheep and ponies are ready for them at the
agency, and it remains to be seen if they are as bad and foolish as their word.

As to the attack upon the surveying party, it was made by a little patriarchal band of
outlaws, called by the head-chief, Ouray, Pi-Utes, but admitted by many others to be We-
minuche Utes. Up to within a few months they acknowledged allegiance to no one. Dur-
ing this summer, at the bidding of Ouray, they appeared at our agency ; had their way, not
very satisfactory, of explaining the attack; expressed the desire to be friendly; were very
kindly received by our Indians as well as by the agent; were given annuity goods and
provisions, and left us to expect no further trouble from them. They have visited us once
since. According to their story, which can hardly be credited, all the shooting was done
by one man, and he a Pi-Ute from Nevada. The patriarch acknowledged that he did not
try to prevent, but neither did he instigate it.

Mr. Gannett, with his assistants, visited the same region this season to complete the work
of last year, and was not molested. They were accompanied by four of our Utes and by
Dr. Mack, our physician, who assisted as interpreter. Mr. Wilson’s party of Dr. Hayden’s
corplsl were also here this season, passing from the southwestern portion of Colorado to the
northern.

The Utes have been much disturbed by men settling and building upon the reservation,
on that part which is known as White Earth Valley and upon Uncapahgri Park. The
agent has notified the settlers that they were intruding, but in some cases they have not
seen fit to leave. A portion of Uncapahgri Park the settlers claimed as left to the Govern-
ment by the line run by the surveyor, Mr. Miller, last year. The error of the surveyor was
pointed out to the Commissioner, and promptly corrected by a proclamation of the President,
excluding from settlement an additional tract four miles square.

By removing the agency it was supposed we should be out of the line of travel. But, as
before, a new mining town is the attraction, and there is very frequent passing of travelers
and provisions. I am not sure, after all, that this is to be regretted. The Indians may a
well become accustomed sooner as later to the proximity of whites. They make complaints,
but no trouble Indeed, with all the aggravations they are called upon to bear, one must
be astonished at their heathen forbearance, equal to anything called Christian; or, on the
other hand, at a sagacity that sees that all resistance would be fatile.

I have often spoken of the rare good nature of these Utes. They frolic pretty roughly,
play annoying tricks upon each other; but roughness seldom culminates in angry words and
blows. Ouray, the head chief, has a log-cabin, built last fall at his own expense, except a
few day’s work of an agency employé. He has also an adobe house in process of erection
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which the agency carpenter is now at work upon. Several Utes have asked for houses, and
I only regret that I have not thus far been able to give them assistance in erecting them.

During the summer, Ouray, with the assistance of Utes ounly, built quite a substantial
fence around abeut ten acres of land, a portion of which he has cultivated. He is evi-
dently much pleased with the removal to this valley, and will persist in farming.

There has been much difficulty in taking care of the cattle-herd. They are of Texas
breed, with as yet but a siight tinge of American blood, and find places of resort in these
mountains which are almost inaccessible. To make domestic stock of them otherwise than
by the selection of a few work cattle is unprofitable. It is well that authority has been
given to use them for beef. There is, indeed, no call for cows among the Utes yet. When
there is, good American cows should be obtained. Perhaps had the Indians been used to
seeing such cows, they would have been in demand.

There has been nothing unusual in disease or mortality.

In February there was a religious festival in the vicinity of the agency, a sort of Shaker
service of singing and dancing, held for two or three days. As to distinetively religious in
fluence upon the Utes, it has been very small. It has been regarded of first importance to
teach them honesty and good faith, and it is sad that these virtues have not been more prac-
ticed by those who have had dealings with them.

The Utes can be taught to woik, but it must be by very steady and persistent efforts.
Probably nothing would be so effectual as compensation immediately given for each day’s
or hour’s work. They are not ready to work for provisions or annuity goods, for which they
have already bartered their land.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. F. BOND,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

WHITE RIVER INDIAN AGENCY,
White River, Colorado, August 31,1876.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following as the annual report of the White River
Indian agency, Colorado, for the year ending August 31, 1876.

I report the number of Indians belonging to and cared for at this agency about the same
as that reported last year, namely, nine hundred. The number of those who remain more
steadily at or near the agency, with whom we have become well acquainted and among
whom the progress in our work bas chiefly been made, is about six hundred, principally
of the Yampa, Grand River, and Uintah bands of Utes. Of these, the average is about five
or five and a half to a family. During the year I should think there had been a very small
natural increase among them. On this point, however, I cannot report with absolute cer-
tainty.

The two hundred Indians of the Muache band, reported last year as having come to this
agency expressing their purpose to make this their home, owing to some dissatisfaction in
regard to the sale of a portw‘l)l of their land in the southern part of their reserve, concluded,
after remaining here about two months, to go back and make their peace with their chief.
Most of the Indians known as Denver Ttes, and comprising Peah’s, Colorado’s, and Wash-
ington’s bands, have reported at this agency, and remained for longer or shorter periods at a
time about us. Colorado himself has been here but little ; Peah, not at all since the cowardly
murder of an Indian committed by him in January last; Washington has but recently come
to the agency.

The conduct of the Indians at the agency has been very generally good. They have sub-
mitted readily to the direction of the agent. They have offered no violence of any kind to
the employés, and but in one case, and that a trivial affair, have offered any to the agent..
Among themselves they are remarkably peaceable, I would say even kindly, in their dispo-
sition.” I have known of no quarrel between one Indian and another while at or about the
agency. The sad affair which happened last winter, and which, T am satisfied, was of the
most exceptional character among these Indians, was in no sense the result of a quarrel.
Peah, an Indian who bears at this agency the very worst reputation, shot and killed an un-
armed Indian without provocation.

Of the conduct of the Indians away from the agency, when they meet with white settlers,
I cannot, of course, judge so fully and assert so contidently ; but I am satisfied that it has
been, almost without exception, good. The most serious complaint that has been made to
me within the twelve months is one from the settlers of Middle Park, who complain of the
Indians of Colorado’s and Ungachief’s bands, that they indiscriminately slaughter the game
of the region for the skins and pelts. I find ‘that generally the most complaint is made by
persons who have the least cause forit; that stories of insolence and violence of these
Indians originate most frequently among those who have never experienced such, but who,
on the contrary, have abused and maltreated them ; that the charges of thieving and depredat-
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ing are usually made by persons whose ownership of the small herd of cattle and few head
of horses which they have managed to pick up will not bear investigation ; and that the
more serious reports of Indian uprising and of wide-spread apprehension of great trouble
are circulated by irresponsible persons, who have cruelly selfish and dishonest purposes to
serve.

The health of the Indians has been generally good. They suffer from very few different
diseases, and were it not for one or two diseases, (I should say, perhaps, for one and the others
which this one invariably induces,) by which many of thein are afflicted, I do not see why
they would not inerease in numbers if left in the undisturbed possession of their land here.
A supply of medicive sufficient for its wants was furnished the agency last year by the De-
partment. I have no regular physician, and the remedies called for were necessarily simple.
The agency teacher has taken charge of these, supplies, and has given them out to sick
Indians who applied to her. She has treated 210 cases.

I estimate that, were the provisions furnished this agency issued continuousiy in regular
rations to the Indians here, and were they to remain at or qnite near the agency, and depend
upon these supplies entirely for their support, I would have enough to keep my Indians about
four months of the year. Under the plan which has necessarily been followed, I have made
the supplies hold out until about the Ist of July each year, or through eight months and a
half. For the past three years, however, there have been between three and four months
each year when no provisions (except beef, killed from their own herd, not bought with
money from yearly appropriations) have been issued to Indians. About one-third, there-
fore, of the support of these Indians is derived from the treaty appropriation, while two-thirds
of it is derived from their own efforts and actual labor; almost none of this, however, from
the pursuits of civilized life. Between ten and twelve thousand dollars’ worth of skins and
furs have been disposed of by the Indians at the one trading-post at the agency, and per-
haps nearly as much more at the five or six other points where they go to trade from time
to time.

The Indians have shown less unwillingness to adopt the plan proposed for them of farm-
ing than they have previously. Altogether nine families, including Douglas, the head
chief, have been engaged to some extent in planting and the care of crops; and, up to the
time when they were called away by the military upon the Sioux expedition, they took con-
siderable pains in keeping their small crop free from weeds. I expect that they will har-
vest a good crop of potatoes in the fall to pay and encourage them.

I have built two small but comfortable houses for two of the prominent chiefs, which they
have occupied, with their families, now nine months. Five other Indians have asked for
houses, and are ready to settle down in them when built. Having no money appropriated
for this purpose, I am able to build only as fast as I can manage to spare the time of the
reg:]lla,r employés from the other work of the agency, much of which must necessarily first
be done.

The effort referred to in my last report to induce the Indians to take and care for their
herd of cattle now in the hands of the agent has not been sucgessful, nor do I think they
can very soon be induced to take them. At first a few will take cows for their milk; but
even in this the employés must assist them to ** break in” the cows, as they are very much
afraid of them. We have ‘‘broken” and given to different Indians, for their own use, six
cows this season. Four families attend to them regularly, and, under the direction of the
teacher, the women have learned to make butter. They have made about forty pounds of
butter a month for three months past.

Before any extended work can be accomplished either for or by the Indians in the line of
agriculture, it will be necessary for the Departinent to appropriate funds for opening a large
irrigating ditch from the river, and also for erecting a grist-mill to prepare for use the grain
which may be raised. Provision for this last is made in the existing treaty. The saving to
the Department of about $3,000 last year by the killing of beef-cattle from the Indian herd,
instead of purchasing the same, I trust will be devoted in part to the benefit of the Indians
of this agency by being used in supplying the facilities for suceesstully irrigating the bottom-
Iandls near here, of which there are, perhaps, from four to six hundred acres of very good
quality.

A small boarding-school has been in operation during nine months of the last year, into
which have been introduced as many features of anindastrial character as possible. It has
been in charge of a female teacher, who has had no assistant, and who has been obliged to
do all the various kinds of work involved in such a school. The number of different schol-
ars attending has been fourteen, nine males and five females. Fourboys have learned to read ;
several write quite a legible hand. Early in the spring a class of four could repeat, and
write, with appropriate characters, the multiplication-table. The boys have assisted some-
what in the care of cattle, in the farm-work, and in the chores about the stables. The females
have been taught to make bread, butter, and candles; a few garments have been made by
them. Between fifty and sixty garments have been made by the teacher for the children of
the school, and for a few other Indians. About $200 have been contributed by friends dur-
ing the year for educational and charitable purposes. Although the showing of the school
is still small, I think it would be unwise to relinquish effort in this direction. In addition to
the good the children have themselves derived, nothing has exerted a more wholesome influ-
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ence over their parents and friends than the good care for and interest which we have man-
ifested in those who have been intrusted to us. An additional school building I have now
in progress. An assistant to the teacher is greatly needed, as the work of even a small
school, such as must be had here, is too great a task for one.

The time and labor given to agricultural pursuits have brought good returns this season,
the crops proving better than ever before. About 50 tous of good hay have been cut. A
small patch of winter-wheat, which was sown on trial, but too late for a good crop, will do
tolerably well. T have 2 acres of potatoes for the agency. A few Indians have planted
about 3 acres ; they all promise to yield well. Ihave 9 acres of oats, which I estimate will
yield mearly, if not quite, 35 bushels to the acre. About one-third acre of turnips sown
will net do well.

The trial during three successive years has shown that fair crops of wheat, oats, and po-
tatoes may be depended upon here with great certainty. I think by another season a con-
siderable sum of money may be wisely expended in providing a system of ditches to irrigate
the portion of bottom-lands which are easily accessible. In the ore item of oats there would
be a yearly saving of $1,200 to the Department by raising 450 bushels, which could readily
be done, I think, from 15 acres ; while 125 acres of wheat, well cared for, in a good season,
would yield the amount of flour which has usually been purchased for a year’s supply for
this agency, at the cost of nearly $6,000, delivered here; and if the full wants of the agency
be three timcs the amount usually purchased, it could be raised from 375 acres.

The Indian cattle-herd now numbers over 1,000 head. The increase during the year has
Leen about 225. In this time 125 beef-cattle have been killed from this herd. But one
herder is allowed for the care of these cattle, so that considerable time of the other employés
is necessarily devoted to this work at different seasons of the year.

The old wiginal buildings of the agency are still the only ones occupied by employés and
agent. They have been repaired from time to time, and are habitable. One of the dwell-
ing-houses bas been converted into a blacksmith’s shop, for which it answers a very good
purpose. The school building referred to in last report as nearly completed has been fin-
ished and occupied during the year. Another building of similar character, and for the
same purpose, is in progress. Two houses have been buit for and occupied by Indians; one
corra built for the agency stock. These, except for sash, locks, and hinges, have been
built at no expense to the Department beyond the work of regular employés.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. DANFORTH,

United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CHEYENNE RIVER AGENCY, DAKO T4,
September 1, 1876.
QIR : T have the honor to submit this my fourth annual report of affairs at this agency for
the year ending August 31, 1376.
A'review of my past year’s labors shows me that although the progress of the Indianshas
not been all that I could wish, it bas still been such as to justily me in advocating such en-
, couragement and assistance in the right direction as might be considered expedient by the
i Department. It must be admitted that, for a people untutored, unenlightened on any sub-
ject, and possessing only dim and uncertain ideas of the advantages of civilization, they
/Mave had sufficient cause, if not to discard altogether such habits, &e., of the whites as
they had adopted, at least to discontinue the adoption of any more.

The unsuccessful termination of the Black Hills negotiation, owing chiefly to the deter-
mined opposition of the hostile bands; the threats held out by the latter that if a compromise
was made it would not be with their consent; the subsequent opening of the Hills, even after
the tailwe of the commissioners to treat with the Indians satisfactorily, and the very un-
settled state of affairs during the fall, winter, and spring, are sufficient causes to dissuade a
less civilized pecple than Indians from adopting a mode of life to which they had pre-
viously been strangers. Still, with all these disadvantages, I am bappy to say that no se-
cession among the Indians already partly civilized has to be reported ; and, unless some
extreme measures are resorted to, 1 can sately say that I do not believe any such report will
be necessary.

No additional houses have been erected by or for the Indians during the past year, as
both help and material have been scarce. This does not indicate a disinclination to live in
houses ; it simply shows that I have been unable to render assistance to the Indians to en-
able them to build ; and, without some slight belp and instructions, their architectural ideas
are rather superficial. Had I the wherewithal to furnish houses, and a portion of the arti-
¢l es generally used to partly complete the domestic airangements of a dwelling even in the
most economical manner, I have no hesitation in saying tbat more than one-half of these
Indians would abandon the lodge for a dwelling capable of protecting them from the blight-
ing effects of the two extremes of heat and cold experienced in chis country.

|
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l A great drawback to permanent settlement at or near this point is the scarcity, or rather }
| the absence, of wood and grass, two staple articles absolutely necessary, not only for the |
} Indian, but the white man‘also. Our present opportunities for obtaining either one or the |
other are so limited that I feel neither surprised nor discouraged at the want of inclination
‘ on the part of the Indians to locate here.

For obvious reasons, I cannot make a flattering report of farming operations for the past
year. In my last annual report I informed you of the failure of the crops in this section,
from two causes, viz: drought and grasshoppers, and now I am pained beyond measure to
be compelled to say that no better suceess has crowned our efforts this season. Plows, har-
rows, seeds, &c., were issued to the Indians early in spring ; they received such instructions

. as it was possible to give them from the farmer and other employés: fence wire and
staples, and such other material as wag needed to enable them to protect their crops, were
farnished them; in fact, all the assistance, encouragement, and advice in my power were
cheerfully given, and apparently received with thanks, aud yet it is my disagreeable duty to
state that, owing to drought and the worthlessness of the soil, the crops produced were less
valuable than the seed planted. I wish it were in my power to report a more agreeable state
of affairs in this connection, but it cannot be. Repeated and persistent attempts only meet
with an equal number of lamentable failures, so that my firm opinion, after four years’ ex-
perience, is that, as we are now located, success in farming will exist only in the imagina-
tion. Is it therefore necessary for me to say that the Indians are discouraged? I think not,
for if the same misfortunes year after year were the reward of white men’s labor, I venture
to say that despair would supplant hope, and future attempts be abandoned with disgust.

The habits of the Indians have undergone no material change since my last annual report.
A strong inclination exists among them to live like whites, so far as their daily subsistence
is concerned, but the work whereby such subsistence is obtained is distasteful to the major-
ity of them. The class known as ** farming Indians” will spare neither themselves nor their
animals if they can see any benefit to be derived from work ; but it is needless for me to say
that this is confined to the minority. The great majority still cling to their old habits and
customs, but yet evince a desire to be instructed, and apparently appreciate the instructions
when given

As will be seen by a reference to the reports, the schools connected with this agency have
been well attended, and the results attained highly satisfactory. The gentlemen having
charge of these establishments have been indefatigable in their efforts, and I am happy to
say that, although a great many difficulties have to be contended with, the success attending
such charitable work has been beyond expectation. The Protestant Episcopal Church has
two boarding day and industrial schools in operation, one at or near this agency, under charge
of the Rev. R. A. B. Ffennell, and one at McKinzie’s Point, about thirty miles from the
agency, under charge of the Rev. Hy. Swift, assisted by Mrs. Swift and Miss S. ¥. Camp-
bell. The American Board of Foreign Missions has two day and induastrial schools, presided
over by Rev. T. L. Riggs, assisted by Mrs. Riggs and some native teachers. When we
consider the amount of mental labor required to educate a white child, and then cousider in
addition to that the many difficulties to be encountered in inducing an Indian child even to
accept an education, the objections of friends and relations to be overcome, and prejudices ex-
plained away, I think it will be admitted that the ladies and gentlemen who devote their
time to missionary work in the Indian country deserve the highest credit for their successful
labors in so good a cause. —

The recent troubies in the Indian country and the existing uncertainty as to the future
intentions of the Government toward the Indians occasion considerable uneasiness among
them, and I think it is not without cause. The hostile element both invite and threaten
the friendly ones to join them. Reports are circulated that no further assistance will be ren-
dered by the Government, as the Great Council in Washington refuses to furnish money un-
less the Indians are turned over to the War Department. [n fact, every inducement is held
out and every report, reliable or otherwise, circulated to encourage secession from the agen-
cies and strengthen the forces of the hostile camp. It is therefore not surprising, in view of
the non-arrival of supplies, and the prospeet of trouble growing out of the recent order of
the War Department to arrest parties leaving and arriving, that people less credulous than
Indians would feel undecided and uneasy.

In obedience to your instructions and those of the Lieutenant-General of the Army, I have
assured them that all Indians known to be friends of the Gevernment will receive kind treat-
ment and every consideration, and that only those who have been in open hostility are to be
chastised. This goes a good way to pacify them, but then suspicions are not so easily quieted
down, and a latent spirit of disbelief is easily apparent, which only time and evidences of
the truth of my assurances will eradicate.

It must be remembered that the whole Sioux Nation is related, and that there is hardly a
man, woman, or child in the hostile camp who has not blood relations at one or the other of
the agencies. It is therefore not at all surprising that a certain amount of sympathy should
exist between the two parties, and that they should feel anxious to visit each other, particu-
larly after the late encounter between the troops and Indians on the Little Big Horn.

The river-bank is still being washed away at this agency, and warehouses, dwellings,
stockades, and corrals are gradually being dismantled, torn down, and removed to save as
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much of the material as possible from being swept away. The case has been represented to
the Department, and I trust speedy action will be taken in the premises. A new warehouse
and stable are in course of erection at a location about a mile distant from the present site,
where it is hoped I will be authorized to move the remnants of the old buildings, &ec., as
soon as Congress passes the appropriation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. BINGHAM,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CrowW CREEK AGENCY, DAKOTA,
August 24, 1876.

Sir: I have the honor to submit this my sixth annual report relative to the Indians of
this agency, who consist of the Lower Yanctonnais Sioux, numbering 1,213. The progress
made by them in civilization during the past twelve months has been greater than that
during any previous year. This is manifest in the increased number that have been en-
gaged in miscellaneous labor upon the reservation, such as farming, herding, teaming, cut-
ting wood, making hay, and constructing cabins for themselves. Year by year the tribal
elations of these people are becoming less prominent, and individualization becomes more

nd more perceptible. The cloth ‘‘teepes” are fast giving way to log houses, which give
their homes more stability. Farms are being cultivated by individuals; property is be-
coming individualized instead of being owned and used in common by the tribe.

These Indians are now engaged in raising stock to some extent, and are meeting with
fair success. Many of them now have oxen, cows, swine, and poultry that they have cared
for for the past three years. A number of these same Indiansare now herding, teaming, and
cutting wood in order to obtain additional stock. My experience has beeu that Indians
really desirous of obtaining stock are willing to render labor at a just compensation for the
same, and that when an animal is obtained in this manner it is more highly prized, and is
usually put to good use. On the other hand, I find that stock given out, and nothing ex-
acted in return for the same, is little appreciated, and is either killed to make feasts for
dancing-parties. or allowed to wander away and become lest. This principle, I believe,
will hold good in other respects, and I am confident, if exacted and enforced, which can
gradually be brought about at this agency without force, and I presume at others, it
would do much to elevate and advance them. I would recommend that the Government
provide a liberal amount of subsistence stores, building-materials, wagons, harness, tools,
&ec., and then require all able-bodied persons to render an equivalent in labor for the same.
It would be practicable to provide this labor in various ways, which would do much toward
making them self-supporting.

It has been satisfactorily demonstrated that, on account of the drought and annual visita-
tion of grasshoppers, agriculture cannot be made profitable in this immediate vicinity.
I would, therefore, recommend that the Indians be encouraged in pastoral pursunits. They,
by nature, are better adapted to this than any other branch of industry. In connection with
this some factory-system is worthy of consideration.

The mission and schools at this agency are conducted by the Protestant Episcopal Church,
there being one missionary and three teachers. There are the following mission struc-
tures: First, one church-building, (frame,) with adjoining house for school and missionary ;
second, one log house, 20 by 40, used as school-house and residence for teacher; third, one
block-house, used as school-house and residence for teacher. Three schools have been
taught during the year—one boarding and two day schools—with an average attendance of
38. The boarding-school is located at the agency, and the day-schools at the Indian vil-
lages, five and seven miles from the agency. The children are readily controlled in the
school-room, and have made fair progress. In addition to their books, the girls have been
taught to sew, cut and make garments, and many of the women have been instructed in
making bread, cutting and making garments, &ec.

Two hundred and fifty-four acres of land have been cultivated during the present season,
one hundred and fifty by Indians and the balance by the agency. Owing to the extreme
drought and the visitatiou of the grasshoppers, the crops will prove nearly a total failure.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY F. LIVINGSTON,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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DevIL’s LAKE AGENCY, DAKOTA,
September 1, 1876.

SIR: In accordance with the requirements of the Interior Department, I have the honor
to submit this my first annual report relative to the affairs of this agency and condition of
the Indians under my charge.

INDIANS, THEIR NUMBER, PROGRESS, ETC.

The Indians of Devil’s Lake agency are portions of the Sisseton, Wahpeton, and Cut-
Head bands of Sioux, numbering, males, 511 ; females, 560 ; total, 1,071. The past year
has not been noted by that advancement among the Indians of this reservation that marked
the preceding four years. The death of Agent Forbes, in July, 1875, (who was the first
agent appointed to these Indians, and who took a deep interest in their welfare,) was
a severe loss to them. Under his management, their advancement was truly wonderful.
After his death, nearly two mouths elapsed before the arrival of the new agent. Soon after
his arrival changes were contemplated which unsettled matters again for a time. Meanwhile
the Indians fretted that they were being neglected, and general discontent was the result.
Many who were dissatisfied went to Standing-Rock and other agencies, remaining all win-
ter, returning only in the spring. There was also much carelessness on the part of the In
dians during the winter in caring for their cattle and other property; fourteen head of work-
oxen died between the first of February and the last of May, principally from neglect of
proper care. During the months of May and June five head of working-cattle were
slaughtered by Indians for the purpose of making feasts for hay, sun, and medicine dauces,
which pagan superstitions are still practiced to a considerable extent among these people.
This state of things resulted in the Indians neglecting their work during the planting
season. Some new fields broken last year—at least fifty acres—are lying waste, going back
to grass and weeds, caused partly from want of seed, but mostly from that careless indiffer-
ence peculiar to the average Indian, requiring constant nrging or encouragement to stimu-
late him.

VISITING DETRIMENTAL TO CIVILIZATION.

The frequency of visits by Chippewas to this agency, and the interchange of visits
between the Missouri Sioux, Fort Berthold, and Devil’s Lake Indians, are very annoying,
usually coming in the busiest season of farm-labor, or when theré is a scarcity of supplies at
the agen v, making heavy inroads upon the half-grown crops. This agency has been visited
this summer by five different parties of Chippewas, and one party of Mandans and Gros
Ventres, numbering from thirteen to sixty persons in each party, remaining for several days
at each time. Such visits are productive of no good, but on the contrary are demoralizing,
from the fact that during the whole time of their stay it is one continued feast and dance,
many of our best Indians adopting paint and feathers for the time being, and participating
in the festivities, recounting their exploits and deeds of valor. After such speech, presents
are given, the visitors always receiving most of the presents, making it an object to be of
the visiting party. These visits are made partly to gratify their tastes and love of travel, con-
tracted from their life-long habits, but more particularly, for the purpose of getting presents
of ponies. Ome of these parties of Chippewas received as presents 37 ponies. I look upon
these ponies as a great curse to the Indians, and one of the greatest obstacles in the way of
civilization. For instance, an Indian will have word sent him here at Devil’s Lake that a
pony has been given him at Standing Rock. He will drop everything and go there, a dis-
tance of about five hundred miles, (round trip,) for a pony that would sell from $10 to $30.
These ponies are worthless except for saddle use; they spend much of their time in looking
after them ; they are troubling them constantly by destroying much of their crops, and if
Indians did not have ponies to travel with they would remain more at home, and attend
closer to their farms. Even the life-long love of travel would not induce a Sioux Indian to
undertake a long journey on foot. If this pony traffic was abolished, and all Indians com-
pelled to remain at home, and if nothing were issued at any agency except in payment for
labor, their progress would be more rapid, for an Indian will work rather than starve, and,
confined within the limits of his reservatiou, he would be compelled to turn his attention
to some means of support.

AGRICULTURE.

Since my assuming charge the 4th of July last, there has been a marked change for the
better among these Indians. All have taken hold of their work with a willingness which -
shows a determination to make their homes more comfortable, and better their present con-
dition: A portion of the seed this year was worthless and rotted in the ground, but the small
fields planted have been well cared for, and the present season has been so very favorable that
where the seed was good the crops, corn and potatoes especially, promise a large yield. We
estimate the crops which are not yet gathered at, potatoes, 5,700 bushels ; corn, 2,000 bushels ;
turnips, 100 bushels ; onions, 100 bushels; beans, 50 bushels; oats, 200 bushels; beets, 100
bushels ; -tomatoes, 3 bushels; peas, 3 bushels; cabbage, 200 heads; melons, 30; squash, 500;
pumpkins, 100; hay cut, 650 tons; 740 rods of new fence has been constructed, and 900
cords of wood cut by Indians daring the year; 10,000 feet of oak lumber has been sawed,
and used in repairing agency store-house and Indian houses. The carpenter is now engaged
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in putting new shingled roofs on store and ware-rooms. A prairie fire last spring, during a
f]geayy wind, did considerable damage, burning 5 Indian houses, 7 stables,and considerable
encing.

SANITARY CONDITION.

The health of these Indians dwing the year has been comparatively good, the prevailing
diseases being scrofulous tumors, pulmonary diseases, and rheumatism, produced by expo-
sure and their habits of living, generally proving fatal from not receiving the necessary
care, they only coming for medical treatment when their own remedies fail, or from a selfish
motive to have favors granted them, the sick always receiving some little delicacies. They
always take the medicines prescribed home with them, but on visiting them the following
day the medicine will be usually found untouched, and some medicine-man engaged in incan-
tations, drumming and singing, having feasted upon the articles given for the sick person.
There are exceptions to this representation, but it holds true in the majority of cases. Until
such time as there is a hospital to have all sick removed to for proper treatment we cannot
hope to treat the sick with any degree of success. A hospital attached to the manual-labor
school under the care of the Sisters of Charity, (who have charge of said school,) would be
productive of much good in alleviating suffering, and restoring many to health, who would
otherwise die from want of proper nourishment and care. I would therefore respectfully
urge that such an addition to the manual-labor school be constructed as early as practicable.
The sick of the reservation could then receive the attention and treatment necessary. The
nfirm and old could be cared for at the same place.

ADVANCEMENT IN CIVILIZATION,

Having been an employé and in clLarge of all outside matters connected with this agency
for the past five years, (with the exception of the three months prior to my appointment as
agent,) and as the performance of that duty brought me in daily intercourse with these peo-
ple, I have had an opportunity of becoming thoroughly acquainted with their habits and
customs, and to be convinced that persuasion is better than force. My experience has also
shown me that Indians are susceptible of moral culture and intellectual advancement; but
in order to elevate them we must set the example and teach them to respect each other’s
rights, and our laws of government, by kindness and advice, but at the same time with a
decided firmness.  All necessary rules among them should be enforced for their common
good. They will respect truth and frankness in others, even when administered to them-
selves with some severity. The best Indians are always inclined to have justice meted out
to them. The work of civilizing and Christianizing a people so wedded to ignorance and
superstition is one requiring much time and patience ; but in comparing the present condi-
tion of these Indians with what they were five years ago, I can certainly say that there has
been a wonderful improvement. Five years ago there was not a family among them living
in a house, and it was with difficulty that they could be induced to live in one, fearing the
ridicule of their neighbors. This ridicule an Indian dreads above all things. They also
suspected every effort made for their advancement as a stroke at their medicine practices,
and were slow to begin. But there are now ninety families living in log houses built by
themselves, and thirteen more in course of erection, which will be occupied the coming win-
ter. A majority of these Indians evince a determination to continue in the work of civiliz-
ation until they become self-sustaining and independeut.

EDUCATION,

The manual-labor school, under the charge of four Sisters of Charity, (Gray Nuns of Mont
real,) is now well established. Two years ago when the school was first opened it was diffi-
cult to get children to attend ; nearly every effort to procure scholars failed, and when some
would consent to have their children attend, they were left but a few days, either running away
themselves or being stolen by their parents. But Iam happy to state thatsuch trouble no longer
exists. Some few who were induced to remain a few months learned the benefit of it and
continued on, thus bringing others to try. We now have an average attendance of 35 children,
all that can be accommodated in our present building. Mauy applicants have to be turned
away for want of more sleeping-room. During a short vacation given in July, many
scholars remained at the school in preference to going home. These children are boarded,
clothed, and cared for at the school, and are instructed in manual labor. Out of school-
hours the boys work in the garden, care for the stock, &ec., while the girls cook, wash,
iron, kuit, sew, and do general housework. They are taught everything that will make
them peaceful, honest, and industrious. The advancement of the children in reading and
writing is very gratifying, and a perceptible difference is easily seen upon entering any of
the Indian houses where the girls have attended the school for any length of time. An ad-
dition to this school is much needed for the accommodation of more scholars ; a boarding-
school being the only successful method of instructing the Indian children.

MORALS.

With the exception of polygamy, the morals of these people, considering their education
and surroundings, is worthy of remark, and might be advantageously imitated by some of the
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more civilized whites. This plurality of wives is one of the many evils of pagan life, and
one that is hard to eradicate; but even this is no longer on the increase, and with proper
management will soon cease to be popular among the Indians of this reservation.

MISSIGNARY INFLUENCES,

Another noticeable feature showing the marked improvement among the Indians, is the
feeling exhibited toward the priest and Sisters, When these missionaries first came, the
Indians regarded them as here for the purpase of forcing them to abandon their own medicine
and adopting that of the ** black gowns,” (Catholics being so called by the Indians.) Only
a few would allow their children to be baptized, but kindness and example have overcome
their prejudices, and now all look upon the priestand Sisters as their best friends ; and when
any of them are considered dangerously sick they send for the priest to baptize them. This
often includes the old as well as the young. Forty-five adults have received baptism after
having been instructed in the doctrines of the Church. Much good is hoped to be accom-
plished the coming year, by bringing them more under the influences of Christian civiliza-
tion.

BOUNDARY-LINES.

This reservation contains nearly 12 townships, or about 275,000 acres, of which about
50,000 acres is well timbered, the remainder being good agricultural land. The military re-
serve, six miles wide, as defined by office-letter of August 2, 1876, is taken out of this In-
dian reservation, cutting it into two parts, and contains about two townships, or about one-
sixth of the entire Indian reservation, and at least one-half of all the timber, and three-quar-
ters of the best meadow-land contained in the whole reservation. The agency-buildings are
located on a small picce of ground about six acres in extent, on the shore of Devil’s Lake, a
spot on the military reserve turned over by that department for use of the Indian agency. It
is about two miles from the western and four miles from the eastern boundary-lines of the mili-
tary reservation, and about eighty rods from the military post. Being prohibited from cutting
wood or hay for use of agency where military contractors can cut, we are obliged to go sev-
eral miles for bay and fuel. If the lines had been established two miles east of the post, it
would have enabled the Indians to select some very desirable locations near the timber, and
also given them a portion of the large meadows, and still left the military .reservation four
miles wide and twelve miles long, with an abundance of timber and meadow-land for use of
post. As itis now, I would respectfully recommend that this agency be removed to a point
about seven miles east of here. The largest Indian settlements are in that neighborhood.
The manual-labor school and saw-mill are already located there, and the lines of military
reservation and location of agency-buildings have always been the cause of much dissatis-
faction on the part of the Indians. By the agency being off the military reservation, and
with the agent living amoung the Indians, much inconvenience and annoyance would
thereby be avoided, and a more rapid progress in their advancement toward civilization
could reasonably be expected.

Believing that with judicious management under the present Indian policy these Indians
can be brought to a state of prosperity that will preclude the necessity of further Govern-
ment aid by the time that the treaty with them expires,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES McLAUGHLIN,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

FLANDREAU SPECIAL AGENCY,
Flandreau, Dakota, August 31, 1876.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following annuai report:

The Flandreau Indians are a branch of the Santee Sioux, located at Flandreau, Moody
County, Dakota Territory, forty miles above Sioux Falls. They have no reservation, but
have taken

HOMESTEADS,

as authorized by the Sioux treaty of 1868. There are now eighty-five homesteads taken.
Above thirty have completed their filings and received their patents. They are much attached
to their homes, and we think they will be very slow to sell out. They are

SUBJECT TO THE LAWS

of the Territory, and pay taxes on their lands and personal property, the same as their white
neighbors, and I am informed they bave been paid very promptly. No crime against per-
son or property has been committed by them the past year. They are accommodating them-
selves rapidly to all civilized customs. Each family lives ou its own farm. Every man has
but one wife, to whom he has been married in a Christian manner, and their family relations
are very harmonious, there having been no divorces or separations during the year.
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THEY ARE FARMERS.

No other trades have yet been learned by them. Their crops this year would have been
remarkably fine, but that they suffered from the grasshoppers, in common with all the whites
in Dakota Territory. Ijudge about half their erops have been destroyed. Some have lost
all, some are but little injured. It is difficult to estimate the crops under these circumstances,
but altogether I estimate they will have 1,100 bushels of wheat, 1,760 of corn, 3,970 of pota-
toes, besides a few other vegetables. They have received no clothing, and less than $500
aid in rations from the Government the past year. They desire to be independent, and I
hope will soon be able to be so.
CHRISTIANITY

is fully established among them. The Presbyterians have a large organization, with a fin
chureh. The Episcopalians have regular services. There is no dancing or conjuring among
them.

THE SCHOOL,

which is supported by Government funds, has been very prosperous the past year, the aver-
age attendance rising as high as 35 in one month. The school-house is the only building
owned by Government, and the teacher the only regular employé. The greatest hinderance
to their advancement is the great distance at which many of the children live, which prevents
them from attending regularly. It would be a great blessing were funds provided to build and
support a small boarding-school in connection with the day-school; and as no funds are ex-
pended on other employés, we think, though the number of Indiauns is small, it would be no
more than justice to this fragment of the Sioux Nation to give them every facility for edu-
cation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
JOHN P. WILLIAMSON,
United States Special Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

ForT BERTHOLD INDIAN AGENCY,
Dakota, September 8,1875.
SIR: In compliance with the regulations of the Department, I have the honor to submi
this my annual report of the affairs of this agency for the year ending August 31, 1876.

POPULATION.

The number of Indians belonging to this agency I estimate at not over 1,500. There is
a party of about 100 Gros Ventres (seceders) who have spent all of their time for several
years at and argund Fort Buford, Dak., one hundred and thirty-five miles above this agency,
on the Missouri River. They are considered as belonging here, though they receive no sup-
plies of goods from the agency except as small parties visit it. There are also quite a num-
ber of Rees and Gros Ventres enlisted as scouts at Forts Lincoln, Stephenson, and Buford,
having their families with them, who draw no ratious from agency unless present at the
issue. ~ (All scouts and families are included in the issue of annuity-goods.) Forty-four Rees
have been and are with General Terry as scouts, fichting their hereditary enemy, the Sioux.
Three were killed with Colonel Reno in the bloody fight on the Little Big Horn River. July
1 I took a census of the Indians present at the agency, and as there were none known to be
absent except as scouts and the seceders, I was able to ascertain very nearly the correct
number of persons who are entitled to the benefits of the ageney, as follows :

At agency July 1, 1876, Arickarees ... ooc . o..oioai it it iiien i 618
Gros Ventres . oocoe v i iaa e e e e 403
Mandans . ... .ot i i i e 241
— 1,262
At Fort Lincoln, (Rees,) scouts and families .. ... ... .oooovoeaeeaee ...
At Fort Stevenson, (Rees,) scouts and families. ... .coeeeoeeoeeoeooe e oot 12
At Fort Buford, (Gros Ventres,) scouts and families. .. ... ..o ooeooeooos . .. 11
With General Terry as scouts, (Rees,) 44, (3 killed) . ceccuvmeoen oo oo 41 -

Total, not including the Gros Ventres before mentioned at and around Fort Buford.... 1,347

I would respectfully recommend that they be ordered back to their agency or be treated
as hostiles by the military.
SANITARY.

As has been reported, the sanitary condition of these Indians has greatly improved within
the last year, mainly from the fact of their increased willingness to consult and follow the
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advice of the agency physician, and the added comfort of their homes, secured by building
them higher, with some ventilation and increased cleanliness.

The most prolific source of sickness is the crowded condition of the village, which is pleas-
antly situated on high bluffs overlooking the Missouri River; buildings and lodges packed
as closely as possible, regardless of order or streets, built so, as they say, to protect them-
selves from the Sioux. I have no doubt that when they find there is no cause of fear from
their old enemy, they will gladly move out and occupy separate tracts of land as permanent
homes, which would greatly tend to improve their sanitary condition.

INDUSTRIES.

A number of these people have wagons, carts, harnesses, &c., given them for labor and
good conduct, and they are making good use of them this season, and the good example is
not lost. The fact that a man who can help himself is not only an independent man, but
the more easily secures help from others, has been so clearly demonstrated by these workers
to their once skeptical brethren that manual labor has lost in a great degree its stigma of
reproach, and our number of workers is being gradually increased by determined beginners.
They have greatly exceeded all my expectations in their willingness to work, and in the
amount they have done this year. They have a large increase of acreage under cultivation,
and, notwithstanding the ravages of the pests of this country, (grasshoppers,) they will
secure a larger crop of corn and potatoes than they have ever had before.

They have cut during the year about 500 cords of wood for boats, but they have been greatly
discouraged in this by boats taking their wood without paying for it, and in one instance
paying the poor fellows in confederate scrip. I have been unable to learn the name of the
boat that did it. Indians say that some of the boats. when they see them at their wood,
pass on by until they find a pile with no one to watch it, and in that case they are sure to
want wood, and it is taken. But for this they would have cut much more wood than they
have. They have secured about 200 tons of hay, which they hope to sell to the agency.
Last fall and winter I was enabled with their help to deliver to the mill over 50,000 feet cot-
tonwood logs, at a cost to the Government of $1.82 per 1,000 feet. They furnished the agency
with all the coal and wood needed for use, at prices much below that usually paid the white
man.

FARMING OPERATIONS.

‘With the exception of the damage done by the. grasshoppers, the season has been a very
favorable one; there has been an abundance of rain, rather more than needed. Corn, pota-
toes, and squashes have done well, and prospects are good for a large crop. The agency
fields being larger, were damaged much more than the Indian patches, as they kept their
squaws and children constantly at work in and around the fields, and thus kept the pests off
in a great measure.

Acreage under cultivation in agency farm : 35 acres potatoes, 45 acres corn, 40 oats ; total,
120 acres. The Indians have fully 800 acres; 100 of this was plowed and prepared for
them by agency teams, and given out in small lots of from 1 to 5 acres each, according to
the size of family and their ability to take care of their crops. I estimate their crop at
10,000 bushels corn, 6,000 bushels potatoes, and 1,000 bushels squashes; agency, 2,500
bushels potatoes, and 500 bushels of corn. This is a low estimate.

I'think the practice of growing a large crop at the agency for gratuitous distribution to
the Indians should be discontinued, and they required to do the work or go without ; and the
time of employés shouid be given to the Indians, instructing them in the proper care of their
fields and crops. There are some who will not work as long as they think the agent will
give them of his crops, and in a general issue it is hard to make an exception of the non-
workers.

RELATIONS WITH THE SIOUX.

|
The friendly relations that had existed between these people and the Sioux for some time, |
was broken last January by a small party from Spotted Tail agency, who stole 22 horses |
from the Gros Ventres’ winter camp. The theft was soon discovered and the thieves fol- |
lowed ; two of the' horses were recaptured, and four of the raiders killed. Since then there has
been a succession of reports to the effect that large parties of Indians from Spotted Tail and
Cheyenne agencies were on the way to attack Berthold. These reports have kept these
people constantly stirred up, and confined them almost entirely to the immediate vicinity of
the agency. Usually in the spring, when supplies are short, large parties go out hunting, and
thus help bridge over the hard times. This year nothing could induce them to leave the camps
on account of the rumors and the fact that Sitting Bull and his followers were on their hunting
grounds, Little Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers. I think a good way to stop such little
thieving parties going from one agency to another, would be to deduct from the supplies of |
the marauders an amount equal to the value of the property stolen, and give the same to |
the Indians suffering the theft. When the beadmen and chiefs find their supplies must
guffer for such exploits on the part of the young braves, they will soon puta stop to the |
usiness.
The hostiles under Sitting Bull have done all they could for the last two years to induce 1
these people to join them against the whites, but without success. I do not believe there is |
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a single one with them that belongs to this agency. While some of these Indians think and
believe the Sioux are to be the victors by virtue of superiority of numbers, and very natu-
rally reason that it is well to be on the winning side, by far the greater number, some of
whom with their own eyes have seen that the ** white men are morein number than the
blades of grass growing,” see in them the final eonquerors,and are more than content to
remain as now under the protection of the Great Father.

August 21, last, a party of hostiles, about 20, appeared on the bank of the river opposite
the village and wished to cross over, stating they had dried meat, &ec., for these people.
They were informed by the Rees that no more Indians could eross the river here who were
not known to be friendly to them and thé whites, and that they must leave at once ; not
doing so, they were fired upon. A few shots were returned, when the hostiles beat a hasty
retreat, forgetting in their baste to take away their dried meat, blankets, saddles, &e.
After a while some of these Indians crossed over and secured the plunder. Their unswerv-
ing friendliness in the past seems to justify the belief that they would not betray fullest con-
fidence in their fidelity on the part of the Government. Of this I am assured, if only they
can be guarded from the pernicious and debasing influence of unprincipled whites, who
seem as naturally attracted by the ignorance and credulity of these untaught people as the
crow by carrion.

ANNUITIES.

The issuing of the annuity goods to the heads of families instead of the chiefs has been
very satisfactory to all except said chiefs, who never miss an opportunity to request that
their goods be given them in the old way ; while the poor people (for they have poor people
among the Indians) say the agent’s way is the best. It has done much to break up tribal
relations, and there is a growing tendency on the part of the more intelligent to independ-
ence of thought and freedom trom control of the chiefs. I would recommend that they be
given less in supplies, and more farming implements, such as wagons, harnesses, carts,
plows, scythes, and at the same time let themn uaderstan1 that they must work ; that they
cannot always expect white men to give them what they want, without effort on their part.

SCHOOL.

The school was opened in December, 1875, for first time since October, 1874, when the
school-room was burned, with all the furniture. The progress and success of the school was
all that could be expected. During the seven months’ school there were enrolled on the reg-
ister 77 names, with an average daily attendance of 20. Owing to the small room that had
to be used, it was next to impossible to keep the best of order; besides, keeping still was
new business to them. They are bright and quick to learn; many of them who had never
been to school before, learning to read in words of three or four letters. The success of the
school was largely due to the patience and perseverance of Miss Hannah Briggs, the teacher,
who was untiring in her efforts to teach cleanliness as well as letters.

IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS.

I have built at the new agency one block-house, 15 by 16, two stories high, to be used in
case of necessity ; one kitchen for farmer’s house, 16 by 20; 863 rods of new fence ; repaired
horse stables, corrals, and cattle-sheds for agency herd. Agency buildings are now allin good
condition except the saw and grist mill, which I have been compelled to take down and
move, in order to save the material from being washed away. I would recommend that
the saw-mill be put up again near the new agency buildings, on a small creek, out of danger
from the river; cannot get along without the mill to manufacture needed lumber.

The Indians have built for themselves 24 new log houses, at no cost to the Government,
except for doors and windows.

WINTER-QUARTERS.

Soon after crops are secured, each tribe starts out parties to get their winter-quarters in
readiness for the reception of the balance of the tribe. This annual emigration is a neces-
sity on account of the scarcity of fuel. The Gros Ventre camp is twenty-five miles from the
agency, near the mouth of the Little Missouri River; Mandans, fifteen miles; Arickarees,
twelve miles. All, or nearly all, leave the village during the winter. This necessitates
issuing at four places instead of one, and as the supplies have to be hauled, it leaves very
little time for agent or employés to do any other work. 1 can see no help for this, unless the
agency is moved up the river where there is plenty of fuel.

MISSIONS.

This being the first year any missionary work has ever been done among this people, no
great progress can be expected. On the 9th of May Rev. C. L. Hall and wife arrived at
this agency as missionaries, sent out by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions. Since then there has been church service every Sabbath, conducted in the Dakota.
language, and as most of these people understand it, they get along very nicely. Mr. Hall’s
time has nearly all been taken this summer in building a mission-touse near the village,
which is nearly completed, and will answer for the present the comb »ed purpose of dwelling,
church, and school. The board has spent nearly $3,000 in all on the work. They purpose:




REPORTS OF AGENTS IN DAKOTA. 31

to make a permanent station here. Their main effort will be to induce the Indians to be-
come Christian men and women. They will, however, co-operate with the agent and Gov-
ernment in all efforts to bring the Indians to an industrious life, and in keeping up a day
or any other school. There has been but a feeble attempt heretofore made to educate or
Christianize these people. The result of the present effort, begun under the cloud of war,
may be told at a future time.

In conclusion, I would state that 1 am much gratified by the progress made and labor
performed during the last year. It is very gratifying, the feelingsthese Indians entertain,
and the position they have taken in reference to the Indian war which has been in progress
this season, they being the firm friends of the whites under very trying circumstances ;-
and in justice to this people I would say that instead of being deprived of the means of
defense, the Government ought to give them at least ammunition sufficient to defend their
homes and families. Much of the success of the agency has been owing to the faithful and
earnest help I have received from my present corps of employés, and with earnest Christian
workers, with employés whose example is for good, and who are in sympathy with the agent
and the present policy of the Government, there is no doubt but great good can be done this

eople.
peop I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. W. DARLING,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

LowER BRULE AGENCY, DAKOTA,
August 11, 1876.

SIR : In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to submit this my anuual report,
as agent for the Lower Brulé Sioux.

The number of the Indians in this tribe is estimated at from 1,800 to 2,000, many ot
whom have for two or three years been absent at the Spotted Tail agency. An accurate
count of the Indians at any of the agencies on the west side of the Missouri River is quite
impossible, as they travel all over the country like the game which they hunt. It is difficult,
too, to induce an Indian to tell his own name when others are present ; and the name given
in a census taken to-day would be forgotten or another substituted in a month hereafter by
the Indian.

Little progress has been made in the way of agriculture. Some of the Indians are in-
clined to be industrious,but the majority of them are idle, careless, listless, and improvident,
seeming to have no thought of the future ; and the greatest hope for the future is in their
children. Some few of the more industrious have their little gardens surrounded by rude
fences. Unfortunately, however, the grasshoppers have deprived them of the reward of
their labor by destroying all vegetation. About building houses the Indians have exhibited
a little more industry ; they have now about fifty-six log cabins, built with their own labor,
sixteen having been built during the past year. Most of the houses, however, are without
proper doors and windows, which I have no doubt will in time be provided, when they will
all be occupied. The most remarkable illustration of the disposition of some to help them-
selves was exhibited by a small band known as the Crow band, the members of which
saved a sufficient number of beef-hides, which they turned in to the trader, and with the
money-value thereof ordered him to purchase a first-class mowing-machine and sulky hay-
rake. With these they are now providing hay for their ponies during the coming winter. Lit-
tle progress, however, can be made in establishing them as a people, in any industrial pur-
suit until they are compelled by treaty or force to remain at their agencies and are dis-
possessed of their arms and ponies.

The disposition of these Indians toward the whites has changed much for the better. They
sbow more feelings of dependence and more anxiety to be at peace. During the year the
chiefs and head-men of the tribe asked for and obtained permission to visit the Ponca agency,
for the purpose of making a treaty with the Poncas, with whom they have been on un-
friendly ters for years. This treaty was effected and entered into in the best of faith.

I must not conclude my report concerning these Indians without a record of their course
during the unhappy war now in progress with the Indians of the north and their allies under
Sitting Bull. For some time it was apprehended that some of this tribe were in concert
with the hostiles. If any of the Lower Brulés were or are arrayed against the Government,
they were or are from the number who have for years been identified with the Spotted Tail
agency. Permit me here to assure the Department and the public that the Indians of this
ageucy have remained at the agency, and are most anxious that the present peace should
continue, and nothing would produce more anxiety in their minds than the utterance that
the Great Father (the President) believed that they were or are in any way connected with
the war. I have no hesitancy in saying that the military officers here would heartily join in
this opinion.

On the 25th of April, 1876, a contract was entered into for the erection of agency build-
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ings at the site of the new agency, at the mouth of the American Crow Creek, (called by the
Indians Long Knife Creek ;) and on July 22, 1876, the above-referred-to buildings, consist-
ing of an agent’s residence, two employés’ dwellings, one mess-house, one school-house, and
one warehouse, were completed and accepted, at a cost of $6,370. Four of the log build-
ings in use at the old agency have been removed and rebuilt at the location of the new agency
as above indicated, which leaves two yet to be removed.

No farming has been done, owing to the removal of the agency and the fact that there is
nothing in the shape of an agricultural implement belonging here.

In conclusion, I would but add that although the progress desired has not been made, the
prospect is by no means discouraging. When it is remembered that these very Indians
were but a few years ago constantly on the war-path, a terror to the whole country, and a
perplexing problem to the Government, the wisdom of the present policy must be acknowl-
edged. It is claimed by a large proportion of our public men that the negroes, with all the
advantages of their schools and churches and their daiiy intercourse with the whites, in the
business course of life, cannot be so far transformed as to be prepared for enlightened citizen-
ship.  What, then, must be expected of those who but a short time ago were wild and bar-
barous Indians ? The improvement they have made is an evidence that the peace policy is
not a tailure. The civilization and christianization of the Indian must necessarily be a slow
and critical work, which must call forth much patience and must cover no inconsiderable
space of time.

Having resigned, I trust scon to be relieved from the duties of agent, and I here desire to
acknowledge the courtesy and attention of all the Department officers during my connection
with the work among the Indians, and am,

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
TOM. A. REILY,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

PoxNcAa AGENCY, DAKOTA, dugust 25, 1876.

Sir : I have the honor to submit this my first annual report of the condition of the Indian
service at this agency. On the first day of April last I relieved my predecessor, A. J.
Carrier, receipting to him for all the ‘public property in his possession, and upon the same
day entered upon the discharge of my duties.

1 found upon an inspection of the agency buildings that all of them were in great need
of repairs, and that the warehouse was entirely unfit and unsafe for the stora¥e of Govern-
ment supplies. The agency dwelling-house and office were in such a dilapidated condition
that they were scarcely habitable; the other buildings were in a much worse condition, and,
taking them altogether, a more dilapidated-looking lot of buildings could not well be found.

The saw-mill being in a fair condition, I at once put it in ranning order, having a small
supply of cottonwood logs on hand, such being the only kind of saw-timber to be obtained
here. I had them sawed into lumber for such use as the kind of lumber thus produced
could be put to, and at once commenced the much-needed work of repairing the agency
buildings, purchasing what little pine-lumber and other necessary materials the exigency of
the service demanded; and have progressed so far with the repairing as to be able to say
that before the cold season sets in I will have these buildings in a much better condition,
though not as complete as I would wish to have them.

The Poncas number in all about 730 souls. They are peaceable and well behaved, and
have worked faithfully during the past five months, considering the many difficulties they
have had to contend with—the repeated attacks by the hostile Sioux, the scarcity of farming-
implements, &c. Many of the Indians were obliged to cut their wheat with butcher-knives,
owing to the fact that we have only one reaping-machine, and could not get around in time
to harvest it ; consequently much of the wheat-crop was lost.

On the morning of the I5th of June last the Sioux made a raid on this agency, killed one
Ponca Indian, and ran off thirty head of ponies and three head of cattle. The Poncas have
not retaliated, under the behef that the Government will keep its faith with them, and that
under their treaty stipulations remuneration for their losses will be made.

One day-school has been in operation most of the time during the past year, with fair re-
sults.

All the available land was placed under cultivation, and an abundant barvest would un-
doubtedly have been gathered had not the grasshoppers destroyed most of the corn-crop.
The only crop that escaped this pest was the wheat, which I think will yield well.

The agency corn and oat crops were completely destroyed.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES LAWRENCE,

United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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RED CrouD AGENCY, NEBRASK 3,
August 10, 1876.

Sir: I have the honor to submit this brief report of my official connection with this
agency, being from December 3, 1875, to August 10, 1876. My connection with the agency
was for so short a time, and Indian matters so unsettled, that it is very difficult for me to
make a report at all satisfactory to either the Department or myself.

Upon taking charge I found the people quiet and well dispesed toward the Government ;
but the occupation of the Black Hills, military operations against the hostile Indians, the sub-
Jject of removal either to the Indian Territory or Missouri River, and the proposed transfer of
the Indian Bureau to the War Department, have been sources of constant nneasiness, produc-
ing in the Indians such a feeling of uncertainty in regard to their future that the position of
agent has been a very trying one. By kind treatment, judicious counsels, and the assurance
on my part that the Government, in the settlement of the various questions affecting their
future welfare, would deal justly by them, and do nothing but what was considered for their
good, I succeeded in gaining their confidence and keeping them patient.

It must be remembered that I have had Indians of three different tribes under my charge,
viz, Sioux, Arapahoes, and Cheyennes. The Arapahoes and a large majority of the Sioux
have at all times evinced a disposition to listen to good counsel. The Cheyennes have been
more troublesome, particularly since the first fight between General Crook and the Indians
last winter. They quietly drew off in small bands, till at this date not more than three or
four hundred remain here. They have caused me more trouble and anxiety in their manage-
ment than the Sioux and Arapahoes combined. I would here suggest that the Sioux of this
agency could be more easily and pleasantly managed if the Cheyennes and Arapahoes were
separated from them.

Although my connection with this agency has been short, I have been here long enough
to convince me that the most powerful aids these people can have toward civilization are
school and mission work. Under a Department order to my predecessor, I last winter
erected a school-house, and expected that early in the spring the religious body to which the
care of this agency is assigned would open the school and commence missionary work ;
but the unsettled state of Indian affairs, and the probability of removal, had its influence in
postponing school and mission work. Many of the most prominent and intelligent Indians
expressad a strong desire to have the school opened that they might send their children. If
everything had been favorable, I am satisfied we should have had a good attendance. Since
the completion of the school-house we have had monthly services by the Rev. Mr. Cleve-
land, missionary at Spotted Tail, which were well attended by the Indians.

But very little has been or ever can be done in the way of agiiculture in this locality, on ac-
count of the dryness of the climate. Many of the Indians evince a commendable desire to
cultivate the soil. I encouraged them in this direction as far as possible, and plowed for
them on the moist creek-bottoms to the extent of 50 or 60 acres. I visited several of their
little farms, which would have shown good results but for the ravages of the grasshoppers.
The area of land suitable for cultivation is so small that it would be useless to undertake
to make any progress in the way of farming. In a suitable location, and with proper en-
couragement and instruction, I am satisfied they would make rapid progress.

In this connection I would say, on the subject of removal, that in many of my councils
the question has been discussed. I have invariably held up to them the advantages of the
Indian Territory over the Missouri River by describing to them the salubrity of climate,
richness of soil, and abundance of timber and water, and the assurance that in case they
should choose that country for their future home they would never be disturbed. When the
commission which has been appointed to treat with these people on this subject shall visit
here, I am confident they will find little trouble in persuading them to go south,

In conclusion, I would say that I have become very much interested in these people, and
shall watch their progress toward civilization with increasing interest. I very much regret
that I have not had a better opportunity to aid them in that direction.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. 8. HASTINGS,

United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
A

SPOTTED TAIL AGENCY, NEBRASKA, August 10, 1876.

SIr : T have the honor to submit this my annual report of affairs at this agency to above
date, inclusive.

The year just passed has been fruit(ul of great and important events affecting the welfare
of the Indians on this reservation, The great council held in this vicinity last September
attracted a vast multitude of Indians from all parts of the Sioux reservation. It commenced
with great expectations, and strong hopes were entertained that it might prove a success.
Owiag, however, to a difference of opinion among the different bands, no satisfactory results
were reached. The object of the commission sent by the Giovernment, the surrender by the
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Indians of their occupancy of the Black Hills on the reservation, was not accomplished, and
the future dawned upon us cloudy and threatening. Then followed a long and tedious ses-
sion of Congress, the proceedings of which were watched here with intense interest, to
learn what disposition would be made of these Indians. Rumors and contradictions, reports
and exaggerations, filled the newspapers, so that all was in doubt till Congress adjourned.
The consequence was that advances in the way of improvements in farming and building
were suspended, and for many long months all were waiting to know whether we were to
move, to be transferred to the War Department, or to remain as we were.

I, however, encouraged these people to cultivate some land, however small, and they
did so, to the extent of planting about 300 acres of ground, which would have produced ex-
cellent crops but for the ravages of the grasshopper, that destroyed nearly all the fruits of
their Jabors. Yet these Indians are not discouraged sy this year’s failure, but far more
ground would have been cultivated had there been any certainty of our remaining here an-
other season. Were they permanently settled in a good agricultural region, I feel sure that
a very considerable portion of these Indians would give their attention to farming, as they
express & desire to do so.

RELIGIOUS.

Since my last report the new chape! was completed, and opened to service about Ist Sep-
tember, under the charge of Rev. W.J. Cleveland, of the Protestant Episcopal Church. It
has been remarkably well attended throughout the year. Service twice each Suaday ; En-
glish in the morning, Dakota in the afternoon, with Sunday-school between the other serv-
ices; also singing-schools two evenings in the week during the winter, which proved very
attractive and useful aids in the cause of civilization.

The organ, presented by residents at the agency, has aided mateiially in making the serv-
ices impressive and civilizing, both in the marriage and in the funeral service: and the sound
of the chapel-bell, also a donation from our friends here, has sounded the advancement of
Christianity in the wilderness, in calling us to the wedding ceremonies, and in tolling the
funeral of & great chief’s daughter.

SCHOOLS.

The day-school was opened October 4,in the house erected for the purpose. Although
there were doubts as to its being permanently well attended, they were soon dispelled, and
the school has been well attended throughout the year. We take pleasure, yes pride, in
stating that although less than one year in operation, there appears to be more scholars regis-
tered on the books of Spotted Tail agency than at any other one school among the Indian
tribes. The number of scholars attending school one month or more during the year was
195—males, 99, females, 96. I believe that the church and the school have done as much
toward the civilization of these people as all other influences combined, as it so directly
affects the rising generation,

CIVILIZATION.

The progress of civilization, aside from the church and school, has moved slowly among
us the past year, although some advance has been made. The uncertainties and delays in
congressionas legislation left us small basis to build on for the future. Now that there is a
prospect of a permanent change and that the Government has taken decisive measures tend-
icg to a settlement of these Indians in a region where they will have an opportunity to be-
come self-supporting, I am confident that it these measures are successful, these people will
make an advancement in the way of civilization that will astonish both their friends and
their enemies. They are, for Indians, intelligent and spirited. With proper encouragement
and assistance, they will rapidly abandon their wild habits, agd become a useful and pros-
perous tribe. .

During my charge of them for over th-ee years,I have gradually and persistently edu-
cated them to the belief that they must soon move to a country where they must provide
for themselves and their children, and the effects of my advice are now plainly visible, when
T look back to the time I took chare of them and find how much more tractable they are
now than they were then, and especially how well they have behaved during the past year,
when so many events have transpired calculated to make them restless, troublesome, and
hostile, when their possessions were encroached upon, and, as they believed, the treaty vio-
lated, while multitudes of white men swarmed over their reservation into the Black Hills,
escorted and protected by troops. And yet, with all these iiritating circumstances, they have
remained peaceably at their agency and listened to my advice. 1t has been no small task
to educate them to this state of feeling, yet I have persevered and am gratified at the result.

SUPPLIES.

The anpuity goods arrived in November and were issued the last of the month. The
qualities were good and satisfactory. Mr. N. K. Barnum, sent by the purchasing committee
of the honorable board of Indian commissioners, was present at the issue, and compared the
qualities and quantities with the samples and invoices brought with him. He also thor-
oughly examined the qualities and quantities of the provisions delivered at this agency up to
that date of the fiscal year, and found them to agree perfectly with the purchases and ship-
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ments that had been made. He was also present at the receipt and issue of a herd of beef
cattle, and expressed himself thoroughly satisfied with his inspection, as will be seen in his
renort of the same to the board.

Supplies during the spring came slowly and irregularly, so that sometimes we were on
reduced rations. The delay in the new appropriation bills also compelled us to exercise
great care in the issues lest we should get outentirely. I am gratified, however, to state
that my record shows that there will be no call for any appropriation to cover deficiencies in
the supply of provisious or for the payment of employés at this agency for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1876.

BUILDINGS.

During the fall of 1875 the new buildings authorized by the Department were erected.
The materials and services were furnished by contract. They were the first permanent
buildings erected here during my administration of three years. They consist of 3 dwell-
ing-houses, 1 store-house, 1 stable, 1 stockade surrounding the same, also 1 slaughter-house
and beef-corral connected therewith, and 1 school-house, forming aitogether, with the new
chapel built by the Episcopalians, a pleasing and convenient arrangement of edifices, re-
quiring a less number of employés than formerly for this agency service. They are situated
on the high bank of a fine little stream of spring-water, which is lined with beautiful
groves.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Owing to the conflict of jurisdiction at this agency, we being in the State of Nebraska,
I have had exceeding great trouble in the administration of affairs her2. With liberal author-
ity contained in the laws and regulations governing Indian agencies, I have been almost
powerless to execute them. The Indians have given me but little trouble, but with others I
have had much to contend with.

A case of murder occurred here on the night of December 26, 1875. A white man, while
asleep in a house, was shot by some person through the window from the outside. I arrested
a white man, believed to be the murderer, and at my request he was confined in the guard-
house at Post Sheridan. An examination was held betore A.I.Feay, United States com-
missioner for the district of Nebraska, who was also post-trader. The evidence was so strong
against the accused that he was detained under arrest, and the sheriff of Holt County, Ne-
braska, notified to send for him,but no reply having been received the prisoner was re-
leased from arrest on the 27th of March, 1876, by the post-commander, who declined to send
him to Sidney, Nebr., and I re-arrested the man and sent him there, placing him in charge of
the sheriff to await trial by the proper State authorities. He was released from there on a
writ of habeas corpus, and is now at large, I hear, at some place on the Missouri River.

This murder was the result of a drunken spree, and the liquor drank was, as the accused
states, bought of the post-trader at Camp Sheridan. This man and others of my employés
have been at times boisterously and threateningly drunk on liquor which they state they
bought at the post. Here we have an example of a deliberate murder and no way of punish-
the offender. And when I appealed to the commanding officer of Post Sheridan to limit the
sales of liquors there, he replied by a copy of circular, dated ‘‘Fort Laramie, February 19,
1876, Thelieutenant-colonal commwanding having been advised by competent legal authority
that the reservations at Camp Robinson and Sheridan, Nebraska, are not ¢ Indian country,’
therefore recommends that no further arrests be made of civilians upon the sole ground of
introducing liquors within these aforesaid limits.”

Another great difficulty I have had to contend with is the machinations and maliciousness
of certain white men married to squaws, and living at this agency, whom I had orders to re-
move from the agency. They appealed to the post commander, a lorg correspondence fol-
lowed, resulting in an order from the War Department that the post commander co-operate
with the agent in removing these men, which order was counstrued by the former that it was
somewhat discretionary with him. He therefore gave these persons three months to remain,
which time has long since expired, and still they are not removed.

I give these examples to show how the orders of the agent, the instructions of the Interior
Department, and the laws of Congress are practically defied.

In May last, the regular mail-service from Cheyenne was suspended, owing to the killing
of the mail-carrier between Fort Laramie and Red Cloud agency. Since that time we have
been without our regular mails, and dependent on military and other chances for our letters.
Much delay and embarragsment in our official correspondence has been the consequence.

In July last I made arrangements to take a new census of the Indians at this agency, and
had partly accomplished it, when I received instructions to transfer the agency affairs to the
military authorities here. I therefore suspended the counting. I am satisfied from the count
which I had already made that there would be a large falling off from the number of last
census, which was made a year ago last winter, when our agency Indians were all here, to
gether with a large number who had gathered here from all parts of the reservation to winter.
Most of the latter have during the spring and summer found their way back to their homes,
and I have reason to believe that since the transfer to the War Department has been made
known, many dissatisfied Indians have quietly disappeared from here. At the time I took
the census I was compelled to rely to a great extent on the statements of the Indians. It
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was the first that had been made. It was done by visiting every lodge, calling for the head
of the family, questioning him as to its numbers, and making a precise record of the same.
‘Were the census taken now, in the summer season, when the population is the least, and
when there is a large force of troops in the country, it is quite likely to show a marked de-
crease from the last one.

CONCLUSION. !

And now that my mission is ended, and the charge of these Indians is temporarily trans-
ferred to the military forces, I trust it may not be considered out of place if I here refer
to some of the changes that have taken place here during my administration of more than
three years. I found them in a desolate region, with no agency-buildings worth mentioning,
a turbulent, exacting, and threatening crowd, which was greatly increased in the winter by
additions from the wild tribes from the North ; without means to enforce the laws, and without
defenses, we locked our heavy plank windows at dark, and for many nights dared hardly to
venture out. Now we sleep with our doors and windows unlocked, with no night-watch,
and our slumbers are seldom disturbed or our property taken. At one time we were in immi-
nent danger of massacre ; we called for troops ; they arrived here thirty days after the call,
long after the danger was over. They have remained here since, but in force too small to be
of any assistance to us; on the contrary, the demoralization that always foilows an army
has been a source of infinite trouble to us. How is it with these Indians now ? Although
they have been the target for volleys of abuse for months past, they are to-day one of the
most peaceable communities in the United States, ready to listen to my counsels, sober men,
virtuous women, and improving children, and I venture to prophesy that when the meas-
ures are proposed to them which are authorized by Congress, they will accede to them
and remove to a new country, where they will become industrious and self-supporting. I
came here with full intention to use my efforts. for the benefit and advancement of these
people. We have been visited by several distinguished commissions, who have invari-
ably reported favorably on the administration of affairs at this agency. They have been even
complimentary, and I believe my record will sustain their decisions. And now, in taking
leave of the Department, I desire to appeal through it to the Government to see to it that these
Indians, who are behaving so well, may be sustained and rewarded as they deserve to be.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HOWARD,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

SISSETON AGENCY, DAKOTA,
August 30, 1876.

SIR : T have the honor to forward herewith my second annual report of the condition and
progress of the Sisseton and Wahpeton Sioux of Lake Traverse reservation, Dakota Terri-
tory.

Tam able to report a steady advancement on their part in civilized pursuits, and their prog-
ress is of that vitalizing character that impresses itself upon the participants in the way of
creating dissatisfaction with former Indian ways, awakening a strong desire for a life that
points in the direction of thorough civilization.

The beneficial effects of the system in operation here, of issuing supplies to Indians on
condition of labor performed or produce delivered, are more and more perceptible. Although
some find it hard to overcome their inveterate distaste for work, yet most have settled down
cheerfully to the cultivation of the soil, thereby supporting themselves and families.

AGRICULTURE.

Agricultural pursuits are attended with great uncertainties in this climate ; situated as we
are on the elevated platean formed by the Coteans des Prairies, we are liable to suffer
severely from drought and to be devastated by visiting hordes of grasshoppers. In com-
mon with the frontier settlers of Western Minnesota, the Indians of this reserve have lost
their crops this season by drought and grasshoppers.

The statistics gathered for the year show a larger acreage of wheat sown than in any
previous year; and at one time the prospect of supplying our own flour was good, but three
visitations of the grasshoppers have dissipated that hope. The farmer of the reserve esti-
mates that three-fourths of the wheat, oats, and corn sown and planted were destroyed by
these pests, and that we will not average more than oxe-fourth of a crop. The Indians stand
these adverse circumstances pluckily, and although some seem hopelessly discouraged, yet
most show a brave spirit, and are determined to try it again.

Each able-bodied Indian on the reserve who is the head of a family is located on a
farm of 160 acres of land, favorably situated near wood and water, for which he holds a cer-
tificate of allotment, practically vesting the title to the land in him. During the year one
Indian has complied with the treaty stipulation of having lived five years on the same farm,
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plowed, cultivated, fenced, and put in crop 50 acres, and his application for a patent
is now pending before the Department; yet, from the 50 acres of wheat and oats sown,
he has not harvested a bushel of grain; the grasshoppers took it all.

The allotment of land in severalty has greatly benefited these Indians. It has enabled the
agent to deal with them as individuals, has served to increase thrift and develop individual
enterprise, and to break down the aversion to labor, so natural to an Indian. The knowl-
edge that the land is his own, and that he caunot be dispossessed of his right to it, operates
as a lever to lift him to a higher grade of life. Tent-life becomes obnoxious to him, and he
becomes ambitious to own a comfortable house. To build the house requires the expendi-
ture of labor and thought, and brings into play faculties of mind and judgment that have
been lying dormant or only in the past exercised to the detriment of the white man. The
house built, he finds a stove, table, chairs, dishes, &e., not only covenient, but necessary to
his comfort and happiness, and knowing that he must work and earn these before they will
be issued to him, he goes to work with a spirit born of a purpose to acquire what he needs,
and earns enough to get what he wants. So, gradually, we lead them by our system of issue
and labor from idleness to industry, and thence to civilization and Christianization.

MANUAL-LABOR SCHOOL.

The school was taught nine months the past year and fair progress made by the pupils.
A district school was taught in one of the districts of the reservation some four and a half
months, and then closed through lack of means to sustain the same. As long as the Gov-
ernment refuses to allow the expenditure of more than $6,000 in payment of salaries to em-
ployés and rules it to include the salaries of teachers, it will be impossible to sustain schools
here. We have the buildings and facilities, and no wiser or more economical use of money
can be made than in generous expenditures for support of schools. Indians are restive un-
der restraint, and the wholesome discipline of school-life cannot but affect favorably the
children who attend school. In my report to the Department of the educational work on
the reserve last year, I took occasion to point out the necessity of educating the children,
and strongly urged the adoption of some measures whereby they should be compelled to at-
tend school. It is the only hope for the Dakotas. If we educate them, we civilize them;
if we fail in this respeet, we might as well give up the trial. Says the venerable Dr. Riggs,
missionary of the American Board, whose experience among the Sioux extends over forty
years, and whose words are always carefully weighed, in his report to me of the missionary
_operations of the past year: ‘‘In closing this report, which I trust you will find satisfac-
tory, I only deem it best to add that more and more the conviction has been coming upon
me, that if the Government determines to raise no more wild Indians, it must take immedi-
ate measures to make education compulsory on all the reservations.”” My life among these In-
dians has led me to the same conviction, and it would seem the part of wisdom to profit by
the experience of the past, and to adopt any and all wise means to hasten forward Indian
civilization.

MISSIONARY WORK.

This has been carried on"under the auspices of the American Board of Commissioners fo I
Foreign Missions. From the report of Dr. Riggs of the work of the year, I condense the
following facts: Thnere are five ordained native ministers, pastors, or stated supplies, who
are supported in part by the American Board. Six native churches are under the charge of
these ministers. The aggregate membership of these six churches is 392, as shown by the
church rolls. This total includes a church among the Dakota soldiers of Fort Wadsworth,
near the reserve, and also some thirty others .who have left the reservation to take home-
steads, but continued their membership with their respective churches on the reservation.
The American Board has expended for teachers’ salaries, publishing, and general missionary
work on the reserve, $3,175 the past year. The churches themselves have contributed to the
support of their ministers $700; for church improvement and other purposes, $330. Cer-
tainly a most creditable showing for these people.

Wiyllis K. Morris, son-in-law of Dr. Riggs, and associated with him in his mission work
here, reports that he taught a sehool at the church mission for five months in the year ; whole
number of pupils enrolled, 20 ; average attendance, 12. Sewing, knitting, &c., was tanght
in the school by Mrs. Curtis. The pupils of this school who were properly boarding-
scholars, received & ration from the Government during their attendance upon the school.
Mr. Morris has also taught singing-classes at the mission and in a district some seven
miles south of the agency. Mrs. Adele M. Curtis reports of her special work among the
Dakota women: ‘‘I have worked for nearly one year among the Dakota Indians, teach-
ing them the Bible, knitting, sewing, crocheting, and bread-making. I have always been
very kindly received, and think the Indians can, with justice and love, be civilized.” Mrs.
Curtis, in the prosecution of her work, had the use of an agency horse and wagon and
such other aid as our supplies and resources permitted. I regret to leara that Dr. Riggs,
because of the poverty of the Board, and other contemplated mission work, feels compelied
to abandon this special work among the women. It has seemed to me to be the most in-
teresting and hopeful work done on the reserve, and I hope the American Board orsome
other missionary organization may soon he induced to take up the work so well begun.
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HOMESTEADS.

The question of the advisability of taking homesteads has been earnestly discussed
among the Indians here. Some, dissatisfied with their circumstances on the reserve, and
led on to some extent by extraneous influences, have been induced to leave their homes here
and take homesteads within a few miles of the reserve. While the desire to be independ-
ent and self-reliant is always to be commended ancd encouraged, it seems peculiarly un-
fortunate that these Indians, who had well-improved farms here and were prospering, should
not have been satisfied to *“ Jeave well enough alone,” instead of “‘ flying to ills they know not
of.” 1 recommend that some provision be made for their support this winter, as they will
not be able to support themselves and will suffer very severely if not aided. Under the pro-
visions of the treaty here, they can receive aid only when located on the reservation under
the control of the Government,

Another topic of discussion, and one of absorbing interest to these Indians, has been the
agitation of the question of making Indians amenable to the laws of the land, and the neces-
sity of special legislation adapted to the needs of the Indians. The tenth article of the treaty
made with these Indians provides for a quast Indian government, but laws made thereunder
would be inoperative, as no provision is made for their enforcement. A far wiser course
would be to modify the laws of the United States and the Territory of Dakota, so as to give
the United States courts jurisdiction of all offenses committed against the person or property
of Indians, and also of offenses committed by Indians themselves. Certainly the time has
come when there should be some recognition by the Government of the advanced civilization
of the Sisseton and Santee Sioux. It is hardly proper to deal with them as we deal with
the hostiles of the farther west; and yet the attitude of the Government, so far as the appli-
cation of its laws to them is concerned, is precisely the same. These tribes of Sioux have
shown themselves capable of moral improvement; have great natural intelligence and sharp,
analytical minds. They have been quick to perceive the necessity of becoming independ-
ent and self-reliant, and having put away the degrading customs of the past, most of their
superstitious practices and heathenish ways, their manhood should be recognized by bring-
ing them under the protection of the laws. They should be stimulated to still greater efforts
in the direction of civilization by holding out to them the hope of becoming citizens of the
country at no distant day, with all the rights and privileges of their more fortunate white
brethren. No subject is of more commanding importance than the possible future relations
of the Indians to the people of the country, and it is the imperative duty of Congress to
hasten forward their civilization by passing such laws as experience teaches us are adapted
to their present needs, and gradually enlarging their rights and privileges until they are
recoguized as citizens.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. HAMILTON,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

STANDING ROCK, DAKOTA, INDIAN AGEXNCY,
August 19, 1876.

SIR: The Indians belonging to this agency are four bands of the Sioux tribe—Upper and
Lower Yanctonais, Uncpapas, and Blackfeet. Their reservation is a parallelogram formed
by the forty-fifth and forty-sixth parallel of north latitude, and by the ninety-ninth and one
hundred and fourth meridian of west longitude, to which is added a tract of couniry north
of the forty-sixth parallel bounded on the east and north by the one hundredth meridian and
Beaver River, and on the west and north by the one hundred and second meridian and the
Cannon Ball River.

Though the district thus set apart for these people has an average extent of two hundred
miles from east to west and of one hundred miles from north to south, iheir present condition
is, nevertheless, one of utter helplessness. It is now, and will probably in the future be, im-
possible for these Indians to become self-sustaining here. The game on which they formerly
subsisted is out of their reach, and their attempts at farming are hopeless, because whatever
has been planted so far has been in some places entirely, in others over one-half, ravaged
by the grasshoppers. The severe frosts of winter, the droughts and hailstorms of summer,
and the sandy or alkaline nature of the soil in general, are additional and irremediable im-
pediments to agriculture. This state of things is all the more to be regretted because the
Indians have, in both years that I had charge of them, shown great willingness to comply
with the advice given to them by their Great Father.

They have located within a circle of fifteen miles around the agency, from which they
draw their weekly rations, on such spots as seemed to be the most favorable to agriculture.
The.agency buildings are situated on the west bank of the Missouri River, about seven miles
north of the forty-sixth parallel and twenty miles south of the mouth of Cannon Ball River.
In the tract of country between this river and Standing Rock  are selections for farming pur-
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poses of fourteen of the chiefs ‘and headmen, among the Upper and Lower Yanctona's, while
the chiefs and headmen of the Uncpapa and Blackfeet bands have made their selections,
eleven in number, within fifteen miles south and southwest of the agency. The Lower
Yanctonais have sixteen of their little farming settlements on the east side of the Missouri
River. I had this spring 68 acres of prairie Jand opened, and 247 acres of old land stirred,
at a cost of $1,150, while the Indians themselves prepared abont 75 acres; seeds of Ree
corn, potatoes, turnips, squash, melons, and onions, for 532, were provided, and agood num-
ber of men engaged with their squaws in planting and weeding their fields and garden-plots.
Unfortunate'y their hopes have again been disappointed. The first swarms of grasshoppers
made their appearance early in June and destroyed everything on four farms and several
garden-plots ; other swarms followed in July and continued their work of devastation dur-
ing the whole month. Many of the Indians with their whole families stood all day in their fields
fighting these enemies, and in several places succeeded so far as to save a considerable part
of their crops; but only these on the east side of the Missouri have remained unharmed.
The discouragement is general, and as the leading men begin to understand their future
prospects must eventually be based on their own efforts and success in agriculture, it would
not be difficult to obtain their hearty consent to a speedy removal into a region where their
exertions would secure them a living.

These people will hardly ever be more ready and willing than they are at the present time
to receive the benefit of the wise provisions made for their permauent welfare in the treaty
of 1863, at Fort Laramie ; nothing, indeed, can be more liberal and salutary than the stipula-
tions set forth in the following articles, devised then and there for the whole Sioux tribe, by
such men as Generals Sherman, Harney, Terry, and Augur, and the civilians J. B. Hender-
son, Nathaniel G. Taylor, John B. Sanborn, and Samuel F. Tappan, commissioners on the
part of the United States :

ARTICLE VI If any individual belonging to said tribes of Indians, or legally incorporated with them, being
the head of a family, shall desire to commence farming, he shall have the privilege to select in the presence
and with the assistance of the agent then in charge a tract of land within said reservation, not exceeding
three hundred and twenty acres in extent, which tract when so selected, certified, and recorded in the land-
book, shall cease to be held in common, but the same may be occupied and held in the exclusive possession of
the person selecting it and of his family so long as he or they may continue to cultivate it. Any person over
eighteen years of age, not being the head of a family, may in like manner select and cause to be certified to
him or her, for purposes of cultivation, a quantity of land not exceeding eighty acres in extent. The Presi-
dent may at any time order a survey of the reservation, and when so surveyed, Congress shall provide for
protecting the rights of said settlers * * * and pass such laws on ths subject of alienation and descent of
property between the Indians and their descendants as may be thought proper; and, it is tucther stipulated,
that any male Indian over eighteen years of age, who now iy or shall hereafter become a resident or occupant
of any reservation or territory not tncluded in the tract of country designated and described in this treaty for
the permanent home of the Indians, which is not mineral land nor reserved tor special purposes other than
Tndian cecupation, and who shall have made improvements thereon of the value of two huadred dollars or
more, and continuously oceupied the same ag a homestead for the term of three years, shall be entitled to
receive a patent for one hundred and sixty acres of land, including his said improvements, * * * and any
Indians receiving a patent of land under the foregoing provisious shall thereby and from thenceforth become
and be a citizen of the United States.

ARTICLE VIL In order to insure the civilization of the Indians the necessity of education is admitted, and
they therefore pledge themselves to compel their children, male and female, between the ages of six and six-
teen years, to attend school ; and the United States agrees for every thirty children who can be induced or
compelled to attend school a house shall be provided and a teacher competent to teach the elementary branches
of an English education shall be furnished. The provisions of this article to continue for not less than twenty
years.

ARTICLE VIII. When the head of a family shall have selected lands and intends in good faith to commence
cultivating the soil for a living, he shall be entitled to receive seeds and agricultural implements for the first
year not exceeding in value one hundred dollars, and for each succeeding year he shall continue to farm for a
period of three years more he shall be entitled to receive seeds and implements not exceeding in value twenty-
five dollars.

ARTICLE XTIT. The United States agrees to furnish annually to the Indians the physician, teachers, car-
penter, miller, engineer, farmer, and blacksmith, as herein contemplated. :

ARTICLE XIV. 1t i agreed that the sum of five hundred dollars annually for three years from date shall
be expended in presents to the ten persons of said tribe, who, in the judgment of the agent, may grow the
most valuable crops for the respective year.

The chiefs of the four bands entrusted to my care have on many occasions expressed the
desire that these provisions might be carried into effect, and their perfect willingness to co-
operate with any measure to be adopted for their material improvement and social
progress.

They have the last two years, and especially this year, given a most conclusive evidence
of these tendencies by the firmness with which they have uniformly and constantly resisted
all the influence which in various ways was brought to bear upon them from the hostile
camp placed in their vicinity, and composed partly of their own relatives and former asso-
ciates. The only man of note who went from here to the hostile camp, Kill Eagle, of the
Blackfeet band, has solemnly declared that he was detained there against his will.  Nor is it
the fault of the chiefs if a certain number of the young men are to be found there now. I
have ascertained that this number does not exceed one hundred ; and I am satisfied from the
daily intercourses with their relatives remaining here that most of them, when they left here
last winter for a visit to the hostile camp, did so for the sake of trade, novelty, and curios-
ity, without any hostile intentions. Many other Indians have of late left this reservation
on the plea of their annual visits to their friends at other agencies. They have been in-
duced to do 50 by the state of anxiety resulting from all kinds of rumors about the plans
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and movements of the belligerent parties and their fear of being in some way or other involved
in the fatal issue of the contest.

I have nowhere seen the same number of people living together in a more peaceable,friendly,
and orderly manner than our Indians. No soldiers were ever needed to protect either
the person and family of the agent or the employés and property of the Government. The
two companies situated here all the year were quietly occupied in building up their quarters
and in cultivating their gardens, the crops of which were subjected to the same fate with
those of the Indians. Four companies more have arrived lately because the rumor had
spread some time ago that the hostiles meditated a raid upon their former friends in order to
torce them into their ranks.

.. Five months ago I succeeded in finding a competent teacher for the school, which has
been regularly attended since by the children of this neighborhood ; and on the first of this
month a missionary priest of the Benedictine Order arrived, who is now preparing for his
work by the study of the Dakota language.
Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
JOHN BURKE,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

YANCTON AGENCY, DAKOTA, August 24, 1876.

SIr: I have the honor herewith to transmit my fifth annual report as United States Indian
agent for the Yancton Sioux Indians.

NUMBER OF TRIBE.

By the census just taken we find we have 1,992 people. Besides these there are about
500 Yanctons scattered among the different bands of the Sioux Nation. These, however,
are not numbered as belonging to this tribe, having married into other tribes and so become
incorporated with them. 'They neither draw rations nor annuities here.

THE CONDITION OF THE YANCTONS.

As compared with other tribes of the Sioux nation, the condition of this tribe may be con-
sidered as very favorable. They receive by treaty annually $40,000 in annuities, agency
supplies, and pay of employés, &e. Besides this, during the last eight years they have re-
ceived great aid in Government rations to euable them to live and make improvements.
They are also more favorably located as to their reservation than most of the otherSioux
tribes. They have had greater and longer continued efforts made for them by the Christian
church in schools and mission chapels. They are farther removed from hostile influence
than most of their brethren. They are friendly with their neighbors, whites as well as In-
dians. If the usual ration is given them this year, I look upon them as a well-to-do people.
If it should be withheld there will be utter destitution, great suffering, and a general break
up of the tribe.

HABITS.

It is somewhat difficult to deseribe the habits of a people who are neither one thing nor
the other, neither civilized nor yet barbarous. The Yanctons are in a transition state; this
year they are different from what they were last,and I am glad to say,in most respects,
changed for the better. Quite a large proportion of the tribe have adopted the white man’s
dress and dwelling, and to some extent his mode of life ; the men doing the hardest part of
the labor on the farm, such as plowing, fencing, house-building, cutting hay, and timber for
fuel and lumber. Many of them have also built good and substantial log-stables for horses
and cattle ; some have become fond of the use of milk, and a few even have got so far as to
make butter. These are all anxious to have good milch-cows, and work-oxen, and I would
here suggest that, if in the power of the Government, they should be encouraged by pres-
ents of such from time to time.

This tribe is now really divided into two parts, the Christian and semi-civilized, and the
Indian or heathen. The half-breed portion of the tribe, for the most part, belongs to the for-
mer, and as a general thing are influential for good. There are but few white men living
among the Yanctons, married to Indian women ; at the present time I know of but two men
and one woman. The Indian or heathen part of the tribe is yet in the majority ;no iil-feel-
ing, however, exists between them and their Christian brethren ; in fact there is a want of
feeling as to such things, amounting almost to indifference. The man with black, white, or
scarlet blanket and painted face, freely mingles with others dressed like white men, and con-
ducting themselves like such. Year by year more and more join the civilized or Christian
party, and ere long those now in the majority will find themselves in the minority.

Although so situated that they could easily procure liquor, if they were so disposed, the
Yanctons are yet a strictly temperate people ; during the past year I have known of but one or
two instances of intoxication among them. They are also a peace-loving people among them-
selves; such a thing as a quarre} is rare ; and a fight among the men is a thing I have never
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heard of during my stay of over four years among them. The disposition of the Yanctons
will thus be seen from their habits and manners ; they are at peace with all Indian tribes
about them; they very seldom join any war-parties against any other tribes ; they have
made peace with most, if not all, of their old hereditary enemies. Toward the whites they
are now, what they have been for many years, friendly and peaceable. During the four
years of my stay among them not a single life of Indian or white man has been lost on this
Teservation by the hand of violence; very seldom is property lost by theft, and, in fact, as
far as good conduct is concerned, I doubt if anywhere a more peaceable and orderly com-
munity can be found. For the last two years I have dispensed with the services of a watch-
man, (before that time an Indian was hired to do that duty ;) as yet we have never been dis-
turbed, and feel quite as secure in person and property as if we lived among the most civ-
ilized of people. During the past few months, since the breaking out of the Indian war, we
have been particularly watchtul of these people, but as yet have seen no change; in fact,
they constantly express themselves opposed to hostiles, and desirous that they may be pun-
ished.
PROGRESS AND CHANGE.

As will be seen trom the foregoing, there is constant progress and change among these peo-
ple. We who live among them, and strive to improve them by all the means in our power,
often feel discouraged because of the slowness and smallness of this progress and change ;
but we are often encouraged by those who only visit us from time to time, and who contin-
ually speak encouragingly to us of the progress and improvement they can see. In afarm-
ing community here in the West, even among the most industrious white settlers, the prog-
Tess is necessarily slow and gradual; many become discouraged,and return to their old
homes or seek other new ones in more favored climes; we cannot under these circum-
stances expect any very marked improvement.in the Indian home and farm. The greatest
improvement I see is in the Indians themselves. A habit of labor is gradually growing up
among them. Whereas a few years ago all labor about this agency used to be performed by
white men, now we are almost independent of white labor; the entire farm-work of the re-
serve is now performed by Indians; they are employed in mills and shops, and make good
workmen in all departments. A few years back and it was considered beneath the dignity
of an Indian to labor; now, no day passes without numerous applications from them for any
kind of work. I look upon this growing habit of industry as a most important sign of im-
provewment. )

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.

There are here two religious bodiesat work—the Episcopal and Presbyterian. The former
under the care and supervision of the Right Rev. Bishop Hare; the latter under the super-
intendence of Rev. J. P. Williamson, The Episcopal Church has here four churches and
five schools in operation. The Presbyterian, two churches and two schools.

The attendance on these schools and churches is not as large as we could wish, yet aslarge
as we have any reason to expect. It will take time to bring the Indians to see the need of
educating their children in such things as white men consider absolutely necessary. It will
take still longer time to enable him to feel the need of and the comfort in a spiritual worship,
such as the Christian Church inculcates; and yet there are instances, and nct a few of them,
where goodly progress has been made both in the acquirement of knowledge by the young in
school and by evidences of growth in Christian life and conduct among those who have been
for a time regular in their attendance upon religious services. Several young men among
the Yanktons have been sent East to be educated, and have made in most cases very credit-
able progress, and in some instances have given proofs of considerable ability, and nniver-
sally bring back a good report for conduct. Others have been trained at home by the kindly
care of the missionaries, and are now doing duty both as teachers in schools and deacons and
lay preachers in the churches. Before many years these churches will doubtless be entirely
supplied by native ministers, and their schools by native teachers; and not only so, but
from this nation, as now from the Santees, will men go out among the other tribes both to
preach and to teach.

WEAVING-SCHOOL AND BASKET-MAKING,.

Owing to the want of funds, we have been compelled during the past year to discontinue
our weaving and basket-making establishments. ~This is greatly to be regretted, as in both
departments considerable progress was made. In the weaving-house we employed from six
to eight women in weaving dress-goods, of a very good quality, for women and children.
During the time the weaving was carried on we succeeded in teaching these women to
weave both dress-goods and rag-carpet, and enough of the former was woven to give every
grown woman, or at least every family on the reserve, a dress pattern, with the exception of
two bands. Many brought rags and prepared them for weaving, and several houses now
boast home-made carpets. This industry should again be renewed, and I trust it will be in
the power of the Government to furnish sufficient funds to enable the agent to do so. 'The
basket-making did not prove so successful, owing to the fact that we were unable to procure
a suitable teacher and to the difficulty of disposing of the baskets when made; however, a
goodly number were made, and are now placed upon the market. If a good teacher could
be procured, I believe it could yet be made to succeed, and perhaps pay.
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SHEEP-CULTURE.

This year our shepherd has done well. We have an increase of about 300 very fine lambs.
The crop of wool is much better than it was last year, but owing to the depressed market I
have as yet kept it on hand. It is a question of some doubt in my mind as to the advisa-
bility of continuing this branch of husbandary here. In the first place, the climate is so
severe that the sheep require during the winter months to be housed; shepherds living more
or less in close neighborhoods, with great numbers of dogs about them, they are yet unable
to take care of the sheep when given to them. This compels me to keep the shepherd under
my own care, and at a distance from the Indian camp. It the time ever comes when the Iu-
dians will be placed upon their own individual lands or farms, scattered over the entire
reserve, like a white farming community, then I should have hopes of being able to teach
them how to care for sheep.

CROPS.

So far the prospects are very good for quite an abundant corn and potato crop on the re-
serve. The grasshoppers, which have devoured great portions of the crop of this Territory,
have injured us but slightly.

WHEAT-RAISING.

As yet but few of the Yanktons have engaged in wheat-culture. It requires experience
of no small extent to be a successtul wheat-cultivator. Most of the present farming-landso f
these people have been planted for years, and cultivated in a rude manner, and are now unfit
for wheat-growing. They would require at least one year of rest or summer fallow, and to
do this, the Indians have not yet attained. I have now broken of new lands 160 acres,
which I devote entirely to wheat-raising. From this experiment I feel encouraged to be-
lieve that it would not take many hundred acres of this land, farmed by the Indians in ficlds
belonging to the several bands under the superintendence of the agency farmer, to produce
wheat enough to give bread to the entire nation. In this connection, I would recommend
that at least 500 acres of new land be broken during the next year for a wheat-farm.

THE FUTURE OF THIS PEOPLE.

From my experience as agent of more than four years, I feel confident that the Yanktons
in the course of u few years can be made a self-supporting pcople, provided such use is
made of their treaty-funds as will tend to their improvement. To bring about this end they
will have to be assisted yet for some years with Government aid in rations, &c. Their res-
ervation is well adapted to wheat-culture and cattle-raising. These two branches of hus-
bandry should be vigorously pressed forward while tbe Indians are being assisted, as at
present, so that, when the time comes when such aid ceases, they can then depend upon
their own resources.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN G. GASMANN,
’ United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

ForT HALL INDIAN AGENCY,
Idaho, August 31,1876.

SiR: T have the honor to submit the following annual report of affairs at this agency for
the year ending this date.

I have very great pieasure in stating that everything at this agency has moved along in
the most tranquil manner. I doubt if any community of the same size, savage or civilized,
has passed through the year as free from contention and strife. True, there have been some
drawbacks for want of funds to keep all of the machinery in motion; still there has been a
graceful submission to the necessities of the service, and all have done the best they could
under, the circumstances.

NUMBER OF INDIANS,

In November last, while the Indians were assembled at the agency for their annuity-goods,
an accurate census was obtained ; each lodge was visited, the number of men, women, and
children taken, which showed in the aggregate 393 Bannocks and 964 Shoshones present.
It was estimated there were 250 Bannocks absent in the buffalo country, making a total of
1,612 Indians belonging to the agency.

SUBSISTENCE.

The Indians present in November remained upon the reservation all winter, and of course
had to be subsisted by the Government. Although the strictest economy was used in the
distribution of food, only half rations of flour, beef, and potatoes being issued, by the 1st of
March all the flour and nearly all the beef had been consumed. IIad it not been for the
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wheat crop raised on the agency-farm, from which 60,000 pounds of flour was made, the
Indians must have starved. As it was, I had to stop the general issue on the 20th of April,
and from that date furnish food only to the families of farmers, agency-laborers, the old and
infirm, making in all about three hundred persons to be fed during the summer.

The rations of more than a thousand Indians were thus cut off, and they were thrown
upon their ownresources for a living. This, t0o, in a season of the year when the mountaius
and foot-hills were covered with snow, and in & country where, under the most favorable
circumstances, game is hard to obtain.  Large numbers came to the office begging most
piteously for food, stating that their children were crying for bread, which I well knew was the
truth. It is not an easy matter to describe how an agent with any feeling of humanity is
affected under these circumstances, or to convince the Indians it is not his fanlt that morefood
is not furnished. They behaved most admirably under their misfortune, and left the agency
with sad and sorrowful hearts. This source of untold trouble to the agent and suffering to
the Indians should receive prompt action, and steps be taken to prevent a repetition of its
occurrence.

INDIAN FARMS.

In this branch of industry considerable progress has been made since last annual report.
Twenty four families have cultivated 120 acres as farms of their own upon a portion of the
agency farm, and have raised 500 bushels of potatoes and 2,000 bushels of wheat, worth
$3,000. They are thoroughly in earnest in this matter, and are constantly at work either on
their crops or making fence, building eorrals, stock-yards, digging root-cellars, &e. With
the $800 provided last spring, I was enabled to furnish them seeds, shovels, picks, reaping-
hooks, six plows, four sets barness, and three wagons. There should be a set of harness
and plow to each family, and a wagon to every four families. It is really astonishing to see
how soon they break their horses to harness, and use them for draughting purposes. I wish
the enemies of the present policy could see these Indians at work, and the golden fields of
grain grown by their labor. Their success is having its influence upon others, and there is
an intense desire among all present to farm next spring.

Article VIII of the treaty made with these Indians at Fort Bridger July 3, 1863, provides
that, * When the head of a family or lodge shall have selected land and received his certifi-
cate, and the agent shall be satisfied that he intends in good faith to commence cultivating
the soil for a living, he shall be entitled to receive seeds and agricultural implements for the
first year in value $100, and for each succeeding year he shall econtinue to farm for a period
of three years more, he shall be entitled to seeds and implements as aforesaid in value $25
per annum.”

I respectfully urge the importance and necessity of appropriating funds to carry out the
provisions of said article, which, if done, I candidly believe the majority of these Indians
can be made self-supporting.

AGENCY FARM.

This spring I reduced the agency farm to 100 acres, believing the amount of labor avail-
able for farming purposes could be more profitably expended on a farm of that size than on
@ larger one. Fifty acres were sown with wheat, the balance dressed with a heavy coating
of stable manure, and planted with vegetables. The potatoes, with which about half of this
ground was seeded, failed to come up, whieh materially reduced the yield of them. This
failure is attributed to their having been overheated in the cellar.

T'he crops are now estimated at 1,000 bushels of wheat, 10 bushels of onions, 4,000 heads
of cabbage, and 2,500 bushels of potatoes, worth $3,900. One hundred and fifty tons of hay
have been put up at agency stables worth $1,200; 300 cords of wood, cut and hauled for
agency use, worth $1,500; 1,500 feet of saw-logs, cut and hauled to the mill, worth $300 :
timber for hay-corral, cut, hauled, and eorral built, werth $150, besides a vast amount of
other work which cannot be estimated in this report. This work, with the exception of a
white man to assist in getting out the timber and cutting hay, has all been done by Indian
labor under direction of the head farmer.

EDUCATION.

The boarding-school was re-opened on the 1st of December, under the supervision of Rev.
J. M. Jameson, D. D., and continued until the 28th of March, when it was closed for want
of funds. Twenty-five scholars were borne on the rolls, with an average attendance during
the four months of twenty-one ; of this number five were girls, cared for by Mrs. L. I. Dan-
ilson, who was both matron for the girls and assistant teacher in the school. A supply
of clothing, bedding, &c., had been made up and every arrangement made to increase the
number of female pupils, when it was announced the school would have to be closed. Rev.
Mr. Jameson was untiring in his efforts to make the school a success, and labored faith-
fally to accomplish that end. 'The children learned rapidly, were very much interested in
their studies, and their progress in writing and arithmetic was the astonishment of all visit-
ors. It is a matter of deep regret that it had to be closed, as the children were just in that
condition, when, by proper care, their advance would have been sure and permanent.

MISSIONARY WORK.
Although this agency is assigned to the Methodist Church, no effort has been made, or at
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least nothing has been done by it for support of schools or missionary work. To be sure
the Rocky Mountain conference, at my request, assigned Rev. Mr. Jameson to the agency
but it did nothing for his support. e was employéd by the Government as teacher, and, in
connection with his duties as such, held morning service for the employés, and afternoon
service for the Indians every Sabbath, and did other missionary work, but it was not at the
gxpfle]qse of f{be church., There seems to be an indifference to its obligation and responsibility
1 this work.

MISCELLANEOUS.

One new building has been erected during the year, and is used for agent’s office, physi-
cian’s office, and dispensary. The bolting-chest to flour-mill has been completed, and the
mill now makes as good brand of flour as any in the Territory. The yard fence has been
rebuilt, and the agency buildings put in good repair.

There should be a building fir hospital and home for the sick, aged, and infirm, also a
dwelling-house for the head farmer who now occupies the building erected for warehouse.
The treaty of July 3, 1863, referred to in another part of this report, makes ample provision
for all the wants of the agency, but I regret to say that Congress has heretofore failed to
make sufficient appropriation to carry out its stipulations.

For detailed reports of school and sanitary condition of agency, I respectfully refer you
to reports of physician and teacher inclosed herewith.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. DANILSON,

United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

LEMHI SPECIAL INDIAN AGENCY,
Idaho Territory, August 21, 1876,
SIr: Inaccordance with instructions from the Iudian Department per circular-letter of
July 28th, 1876, the following is respectfully submitted as my third-annual report, for the
year ending August 31, 1876.
NUMBERS.

From estimation, we have at this date, receiving rations, 940, divided as follows: Ban-
nacks, 190; Shoshoues, 450; Sheepeaters, 300. The above estimate will not vary much
from an actual count.

LOCATION AND POSITION.

This reserve, though small, an area of twelve miles square, is situated upon the Lemhi
River, a tributary of Salmon River, thirty miles from Salmon City, the metropolis of a min-
ing camp. Ten miles from what is known as Fort Lemhi, are sitnated the agency buildings.
In the fall of 1875 I received permission to remove the buildings, those susceptible of trans-
portation, to a more central location, being eight miles south or above the old location. Dur-
ing the fall and winter I built some comfortable buildings, and now have a pleasant loca-
tion for the agency. The removal met the unanimous approval of the Indians.

Our situation is rather embarrassing ; we seem to be the head-center for roaming bands
of Indians to congregate. The Umatilla and Nez Percé Indians come this way to trade and
sell their horses; the Flathead Indians come here for salmon fish ; the Bannacks and Sho
shones, from Fort Hall réserve, come this way on their route to the buffalo country. They
congregate here in great numbers, so that we are compelled to issue them rations.” Our ap-
propriation being quite meager for the subsistence of our own people, these straggling bands
help use up our supplies to such an extent that oftentimes I am forced reluctantly to issue
our people passes to go to the mountains and surrounding country in pursuit of game.

CONDUCT OF INDIANS.

As usual with these people, the year has passed away without witnessing any scenes of
violence or disturbance. ‘They have no contentions, quarrels, fights, or murders among
themselves or with the whites. I have no difficulties to settle or reports of misbehavior to
answer from the settlers., The morals of the tribes, so far as my knowledge extends, is a
subject of praiseworthy remark, considering their surroundings and condition.

ISSUES.

I cannot say that these people are well and regularly fed, and that they are comfortably
and properly clothed. My mode of issuing rations is a plan adopted by me. I make or
take a count of each and every lodge, together with name and number in lodge. The name
and number are entered in a book kept for the purpose, and a ration-check is issued each
lodge. In this way I can issue quantity according to number in lodge. I issue semi-
weekly, Tuesdays and Saturdays. I find the oftener an Indian is fed (regardless of quantity)
the better he is fed.
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CIVILIZATION.

As to the feasibility of their civilization under the peace policy, no man could for a mo-
ment doubt, if he could but see the spirit of these pecple and measure their moral growth
during the past year. They need now, and will continue to want for years to come, the foster-
ing care of the great Father. They take up easily with the ways of civilization, and have no
desire to return to their superstitious ways of the past, but it will take time to establish them
fully and firmly in their devotion to civilized pursuits and occupations.

Nothing, perhaps, has contributed more to the encouragement of this people than setting
them apart a home or reservation in the land they love and where their ancestors are
buried.

* * * * * * *

Permit me, in conclusion, to express my grateful appreciation of the uniform courtesy and
forbearance which have been shown me by the Department during the past year of my ardu-
ous official duties.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HARRISON FULLER,
Special United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

OFFICE INDIAN AGENT NEZ PERCE INDIANS,
Lapwai, ldaho, August 31, 1376.

Sir: In compliance with the requirements of the Department I respectfully submit the
following as my annual report for the year ending August 31, 1876.

During the year the Indians connected with this reserve have been unusually quiet. Those
residing upon the reserve and engaged in agricultural pursuits have devoted more time to
such work than ever before. This increase in industry has diminished by at least one-third
the number who have heretofore gone to the root-grounds for the purpose of gathering roots
as an article of food. The crops of wheat, oats, corn, and all kinds of vegetables among
the Indians are the finest they have ever had, and the yield is very encouraging to them.
With the assistance of the carpenters many have built for themselves houses, generally 16
by 24 feet, the same being large enough for a small family.

Very few Nez Percés went to the buffalo-country this season, and those who did go are
better away than to be among those who are disposed to lead a civilized life. The influence
ot these wild Indians over such as have but just entered upon an industrious life and have
turned their attention to agricultural pursuits is bad in the extreme.

Joseph’s band of Nez Percé Indians still persist in putting forth their claim to the Wal-
lowa Valley, and make their regular visits to the valley. In July last an Indian belonging
to Joseph’s band was killed by a settler, in said valley, (the same was duly reported,) and
Joseph insists that the only way the matter can be amicably settled is by the Governncent
giving said valley to him and his band and removing all the settlers. The Indian witnesses
refuse to appear in court against the murderer.

In the schools encouraging progress has been made. The monthly reports, regularly for-
warded, have kept the Department advised of such progress as has been made from month
to month. After the death of Rev. D. ¥. McFarland, his widow took charge of the school
at Lapwai, and carried on the work, assisted by James Reuben, a full-blooded Indian, who
is now able to instruct the younger scholars. The vacation commenced July 1; still I have
kept some of the scholars, both boys and girls, at the boarding-house, the girls being en-
gaged in general house-work and the boys working on the farm. As soon as the Indians
commenced going to the root-grounds, the school boys and girls became very restless and
wanted to leave and go with them. Some few cases occurred where they ran away. I
brought them back, however, and after two or three unsuccessful attempts they gave it up.
It is a hard matter to get the scholars to speak the English language, although they can
understand nearly all you say in conversing with them. In nine cases out of ten they will
make answer in their own language. This diffidence may be overcome when they have
grown older.

The boys in the shops and mills have made commendable progress, especially the full-
blooded Indian in the blacksmith-shop here at Lapwai. He does a great deal of work
for the Indians, such as ironing single and double trees, making hooks and staples for
gates, gate and door fastenings, and numerous other like things. He possesses more ap-
plication and ingenuity and learns faster than the half-breeds.

The health of the tribe has been usually good.

At present I have a full force of employés in but one of the boarding-schools, and have
been retarded in obtaining the necessary employés for the other, not knowing what provis-
ion Congress has made with regard to the funds necessary to pay the salaries of the re-
quired employés. I have received letters in answer to those addressed to parties offering
them positions at salaries heretofore paid—provided Congress made the necessary provision
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for paying the same—refusing to accept the compensation stated, giving as a reason that
the amount was insufficient to support them and their families. Were I allowed to pay at
the present time what I was allowed during the first four years of my administration here,
I could make the educational matters on this reserve a complete success ; but I am seriously
crippled by the small salaries I am forced to pay.

The saw-mill at this place is very much in need of repairs, so much so that it cannot be
used in its present condition. The only way it can be fixed up is to tear it all down and re-
build it, using such of the old materials as may be found fit to be replaced. Some of the
large posts and heavy sills have rotted off and given way. Some time ago I forwarded an
estimate of the probable cost of repairing the mill as it ought to be repaired, but have re-
ceived no reply as yet. The mills at Kamiah station, on this reserve, are in good condition.

Iam sorry that I am unable to make a more full report in regard to religious matters, as
per statistical blanks, and am equally sorry to state that these Indians have been without a
regular missionary for over a year. My father, Rev. W. J. Monteith, voluntarily labored
with and preached to the Indians on the Sabbath at Lapwai during the first ten months of
the year, at the expiration of which time his health failed him, and on the 29th of August,
1876, he departed this life and entered upon his reward.

Very respectfully,
JNO. B. MONTEITH,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

OFFICE UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT,
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHOE AGENCY,
Darlington, Indian Territory, Eighthmonth 31, 1876.
In accordance with Department instructions I have the honor to submit the following as
my fifth annualreport of the affairs at this agency for the year ending August 31, 1876,
The following exhibit of statistics will show the number of Indians now at this ageney,
as obtained from recent actual count, and also the number still absent and thought to be
with the hostile element of the Cheyenne tribe in the Sioux country, viz:

. . School-
Tribes, Men. | Women, | Children. children. | Total

Cheyennes .eoceeeeceannannn ®cacacocccanaccans - 441 33 2,029
Arapuahoes.. 360 78 1,703
Apaches ... 11 1 43
812 112 3,730
Cheyenne prigoners at Saint Augustine, Florida .cc.cciacearieaaan.. 28
Arapahoe prisoners at Saint Augustine, Florida.. 2
Arapahoe prisoners at Fort Sill, Indian Territory 2
Cheyennes who have not yet returned from the North.. 120
Total number of Indians belonging to this AgeNCY .. .cveniereeeenarmree it ca e aaanas 3,992

Soon after the close of my last annual report, (Ninthmonth 30, 1875,) with the sanction of
the Indian Department. the greater portion of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes were permit-
ted to leave the agency in search of buffaloes for lodge-skins and meat. This measure was
actually necessary, from the fact that no subsistence for the fiscal year had yet arrived at
the agency, although large quantities of the same were at Wichita awaiting transportation,
and for the additional reason that much sickness prevailed in the tribes, which we believed
would be greatly diminished by giving them an opportumty for active exercise in the chase.
In this respect we were not mistaken, as sickness soon disappeared from the camps. About
the 1st of November, 1375, the tribes reached buffalo on Beaver and Wolf Creeks, west of
Camp Supply, where they remained the greater portion of the winter, securing only about
sufficient buffalo for their subsistence, and a meager supply of robes.

During the latter part of the winter and in the early spring, they moved farther south on the
main Canadian, Washita, and north fork of Red River, and their tributaries, as the buf-
falo had been driven south by fires and hunters. During the latter part of February, the
buffalo had so far disappeared from that portion of country as to cause actual hunger with
some parties who were destitute of ponies and ammunition. Soon after the Ist of March
instructions were issued from this office for the entire hunting party to return to the agency,
the last of whom arrived about the 1st of April, some of them having been absent about six
months.

These hunting parties were accompanied by Bonj, Williams and E. C. Lefeboze, as my
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representatives, who rendered valuable assistance, and also by details of troops from time
to time from Forts Reno, Indian Territory, and Elliott, Texas, and Camp Supply, Indian
Territory, whose presence and assistance had a very salutary influence in maintaining good
order among the young men.

In company with my chief clerk, J. A. Covington, I visited their hunting-camps, about
fifty miles west of Camp Supply, during the latter part of November ; made them an issue
of sugar, coffee, flour, and tobacco, borrowing the same from Lee & Reynolds, post-traders
at Camp Supply, and returning the same to them at this agency, and gave them such other
assistance and advice as would best promote the interests of their hunt. The reward for
their winter-hunt was only about 3,500 robes and the saving of a large amount of subsist-
ence to the Government.

After their return to this agency, and fully realizing that the buffalo were fast disappear-
ing and the necessity for them to turn their attention to other pursuits than the chase for a
means of support, very earnest appeals were made to me for farm-implements, both by
Arapahoes and Cheyennes, and such other assistance as would enable them to engage, to
some extent, infarming ; and I feel well assured that, could T have furnished them with plows,
hoes, &ec., three-fourths of the Indians now at this agency would have gone to work
heartily, and, as the season has been very favorable, would have been successful and conse-
quently encouraged and stimulated to further efforts.

Owing to the absence of any great number of farm-implements and the ready cash to pur-
chase them with, only a few could be accommodated, outside of the school, which will be best
represented in the following

INDIAN FARM-STATISTICS.

Cheyennes.—Seventy-five acres were assigned them from one of the agency-fields, which
was subdivided into small patches, containing from one to five acres, for each family, and
was generally planted to corn, potatoes, melons, and various kinds of garden products, the
same being furnished by me at Government expense and by Benjamin Coates, a Friend, of
Philadelphia, and from their neighbors, the Caddoes. A more earnest effort I never wit-
nessed put forth by any people than was by the Cheyennes, so far as their means and
knowledge extended, and as a result they have been quite successful and have already re-
ceived and are now receiving a fair reward for their industry.

I have seen some of these Cheyennes, who could not secure the use of a plow or hoe, use
their axes, sticks of wood, and their hands in preparing the ground, planting and cultivating
their garden-spots, so anxious were they to make a beginning.

Arapahoes.—A hke quantity of 75 acres from one of the agency-fields was assigned to
them and subdivided into patches containing from three to five acres each, which has been
operated in the same mwanner as that given the Cheyennes, with similar results; and in addition
to the above quite a number of Arapahoes have located themselves on spots of ground along
the North Fork, with a view to permanency, and broken patches of prairie aggregating
about 110 acres, on which they have planted corn, pumpkins, melons, potatoes, and other
garden-vegetables, and, as the season has been very favorable for a “sod” growth, their highest
anticipations are now being realized, in the way of roasting-ears, melons, &c.

In addition to the above, J. and R. Poisal, half-breed Arapahoes, have opened up a 75-acre
farin ten miles east of the agency, which is under good fence and at the present time heavily
laden with excellent corn, potatoes, &e.

In connection with the above improvements, I desire to make mention of a few of those
who have taken advanced steps: Little Raven, Row of Lodges, Spotted Wolf, Curley, Left
Hand, Bird Chief, Yeilow Bear, Tall Bear, and others.

OTHER INDUSTRIAL PURSUITS.

Quite a number of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes have manifested a desire to exchange a
portion of their ponies and robes for cattle, and in some instances for agricultural implements,
and some trades of this character have been made. Powder Face sold robes to the amount
of 8100 in cash and then purchased cattle from George Washington, Caddo chief. Others of
both tribes have made similar trades, and now have the cattle on hand.

In exchange for the seventy head of ponies taken from the White Antelope and Sand
Hill parties of Cheyennes, by Colonel Mizuer, on July 28, ultimo, he has already delivered
to them 52 cows and 51 calves, which were divided among them in proportion to the prop-
erty surrendered. The fact of the Indians having in their possession cattle obtained from
their own means, to be herded, corraled, and otherwise cared for, will have a decided tend-
ency and influence in localizing and teaching the principle of respecting the rights of indi-
vidual property, and, when obtained in this way, it is appreciated sufficiently to insure its
care and protection by them. This position once fairly gained, then we have barred out the
chase and have placed them in a condition to help themselves.

Since the st of July, I have had in my employ two Indian herders, one Cheyenne and
one Arayahoe, who, under the direction of one chief herder, have performed their duties faith-
tully and efficiently. On the 1st of July we had on hand about one thousand head of cattle,
and, owing to limited room for lotting and the great rain-fall rendering the corral unfit for
lotting cattle, we were obliged to night-herd, and, at my request, each tribe furnished six



48 REPORTS OF AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY.

extra herders, who took their turns cheerfully, without pay, during the entire month of July,
and until the herd was reduced sufficiently to corral without injury. I epeak of this with a
view to show the willingness of these people to comply with reasonable requests and to show
the advancement in the Indians. And, to give a practical idea of the advance, I only need to
say that these same young men, whom I now intrust with the herd, four years ago would
maliciously proceed to our agency-herd, without leave or license, and sheot down a few fat
beeves, help themselves to a few choice cuts, and ride off to camp, defiant of our protests and
efforts to protect the property.

MANUAL-LABOR AND MISSION SCHOOL.

Our school was opened December 15,1875, and continued until June 30, 1876, six and
one-half months. The new boarding-house not being yet complete at the opening of school,
only about one-half of the building could be occupied until January 1, 1876, when the school
was well filled, and as soon as sufficient scholars had arrived from the hunting-parties it was
filled to its utmost capacity, 112 scholars; 33 of whom were Cheyennes, 78 Arapahoes, and
1 Apache; total, 112. This school has been operated the past year by John H. Seger, of
Muscotah, Kansas, under contract with the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, on
the basis of $6.50 per scholar per month, the Government furnishing such rations and an-
nuity-goods as ale furnished to the Cheyennes and Arapahoes of this agency. Iriend Seger’s
persistent efforts, untiring energy, and unbounded faith in the ultimate success of his under-
taking, backed up with an efficient corps of assistants and co-woikers, have brought about
cheering and happy results in the 112 children intrusted to his eare. His great object has
been to incorporate in the system of this school, not only letters, but all of the industrial
pursuits that were pessible. During the fall and winter the older boys of this school
were required to cut and haul all the wood for the mission and the agency, assist in butch-
ering, &c.; and since the Ist of March they have cut and hauled wood ; have fed and other-
wise cared for the agency-stock ; and plowed, planted, and cultivated. in a systematic manner
120 acres of land, which was all planted to corn, except 10 acres, which was planted te
potatoes, melons, beans, and an almost endless variety of vegetables, all of which have
yielded a{xd are still yielding a bountiful supply for the mission table and school-children
interested. :

Last year the Arapahoe school-boys (the Cheyennes had not yet sent their children to
school) raised quite a quantity of corn, which was converted by the school superintendent
(Seger) into clothing and cattle. This spring Big Horse, White Shield, Buil Bear, and other
Cheyenne chiefs placed their children in school and with them gave robes to Seger to be
exchanged for cattle, to place them on an equal footing with Arapahoe boys, which was
promptly done, and as a result we have a mission-herd, the property of the individuals who
labor, amounting to over 25 head, mostly cows and calves, which are to be kept at the mis-
sion until the boys are sufficiently intelligent and enlightened to take care of stock them-
selves, and at the same time the school is to have and does receive a benefit from the use
of the milk, each boy milking his own cow.

It is the agreement this year (as the Government had no farm-laborers) that the school-
boys are to receive one-half of the corn on the agency-farm (110 acres) and that the Govern-
ment is to receive the other half in the field, which I believe will be sufficient to feed the
agency-stock during the coming winter and spring, while the Indian boys intend selling
their share and investing the proceeds in cattle and better clothing, as they did last year.

The object is to establish this school on a basis that will be eventually almost self-sup-
porting and at the same time furnish its inmates a **start” in the world, when they are at
liberty to withdraw. The girls are taught in all the branches of the culinary and household
departments, and some of them could keep a very fair house to-day, if afforded an opportu-
nity. They have also made shirts for the traders, the funds thus derived being expended by
them under the oversight of the matron, or teacher, for extras—generally articies of cloth-
ing. All this labor has been done by daily or weekly details from the school-room, and each
one afforded equal advantages indoors and out of doors. Their progress in letters has been
very satisfactory, nor do I believe that the time spent by them in out-door labor has militated
against their studies, but rather in their favor. .

I cannot quit the subject of schools without speaking a favorable word for Big Horse,
‘White Shield of the Cheyennes, and Left-Hand and Ho-Cherry of the Arapahoes, for their valu-
able assistance in organizing the school and their hearty co-operation in carrying into effect
guch rules and regulations as were necessary to make the school a success. Others would
have taken a like interest, could we but have received their children in the school.

CONDITION OF THESE INDIANS,

I regard the condition of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes as very hopeful. What we now
need most is the means to direct their energies in a channel that will furnish them remunera-
tive employment and a means of obtaining a more geuneral knowledge of the civilizing in-
fluences. The first may be practically promoted, in one way. by expending the means paid
out by our Government aunually for the transportation of their supplies from the nearest
railroad-point to their agency, for wagons, harness, &c., and letting the Indians transport
their own goods and receive the wagons, harness, &c., as their pay. In this way they
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would receive a direct benefit and in a way that would be appreciated by the Indians of this
agency. They have plenty of mules and large ponies of their own, sufficient for the task.
On bebalf of the Indians of this agency I have made a similar proposition to the Depart-
ment, which is being favorably considered at this time,and, it is to be hoped, will be carried
into effect. As a matter of reference, I will here give an example based upon last year’s sup-
plies and the approximate number of pounds and the money paid for transportation, viz:

Flour, bacon, coffee, sugar, annuities, &ec., 523,190 pounds, at the rate of $1.50 per 100
pounds for the entire distance from Wichita, Kansas, to this agency, 165 miles, actual
measurement, will give us the handsome sum of $7,801.50, which [ propose to expend as
rollows, viz:

40 wagons complete with covers,at $95 each... .. ... il $3,800 00
40 sets of wheels and harness, at$22 & 8€bac v ooocnt coiarcacinncaaeaan. 880 00
40 set of lead-harness, at $15a set ..o oo oeniioon oo i 600 00
40 axes, at $1.50 €aCh ..o oo ar it e i 60 00
20 spades, at $1.50 each.. . .. ..ol 30 00
1,000 pounds rope, at 30 cents & POUNA.cucee coieiemn ioe o e aeieaaaas 30 00
40 whips, at $1.25 each ... .oo oo oi i e 50 00
12 dozen axle-grease, at $2 a dozen ... ..ol iioii Ll 24 00
40 lead-bars and chains, $4deach. ..o oo it i iieeicaaaaan. 160 00

5,634 00
80 plows, breaking and stirring, at $10.. ... ..o .. ... ... 800 00
Balance for forage, shoeing, and repairs-....«.oooo oo ooL.oiLlLL.. 1,367 50

7,801 50

By this advantageous expenditure of the Government funds, it will be seen that forty wag-
ons will be saved to the Government and the Indians, eighty sets of harness which will
pull eighty plows, (if we can secure so many,) the coming season, and break 500 acres of
new land, besides furnishing continuous employment the year round to from forty to eighty
persons. Employment is what these people need and desire just now. They are active and
energetic in whatever they undertake, and it is for the Government to direct this energy, so
as best to promote their welfare and the public good.

There should also be additional facilities offered for the educational and industrial training
of their children. Out of over 800 children of a suitable age to attend school, only 112 are
receiving such training. An exclusive literary education for these children, without the in-
dustrial, would (in my opinion) benefit them but little.

RATIONS

During the early spring we experienced great difficulty in securing sufficient beef to sub-
sist these Indians, owing to the complete failure of the beef-contractors to comply with the
requirements of their contracts; and, being unable to purchase at any price, I was on one or
two occasions compelled to resort to the arbitrary measure of seizing cattle for the immedi-
ate wants of the Indians.

The following table represents the total quantities of the leading articles of subsistence
received and issued to the Indians of this agency (3,780 persons) during the past year, viz:

Pounds net.
9 091,832
19,939
40,175
30, 000

Comparing the above statement with the following, which shows what they are entitled to
according to Department regulations, will give some idea of the deficiency, which must nec-
essarily be provided for by permitting them to engage in the chase or in some other way
by the Government until they shall have been placed in a producing condition themselves,
viz : 3,780 persons, 365 days, equals 1,379,700 rations ; or

Pounds net.

2T N 2,759, 400
O 08 e mee e e e e e et et e e e e et e e e tae e, ————— 55,188
L 15T P PN 110,376
BaCOT e e e e et e e e e e e e e eeeeaememeeeeece———- 60, 000
£ (L] 5 NN 689, 850

The subsistence received during the past year has been of good quality, and, owing to the
fact of the vital force given to the last beef contract, which was completed June 30, 1876,
we were enabled to secure a much better class of beef than ever before since my connection
with this agency.

4 IND
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ANNUITY-GOODS

Consisted, as usunal, of blankets, blue cloth, calico, jeans, blue drill, shirting, needles
thread, hose, shirts, axes, knives, kettles, buckets, pans, &c., and were of good quality,
and sufficient in quantity to have supplied their general wants during the past winter,
could they have been received in time to have issued them before leaving the agency on the
winter’s hunt. But as they were not received until after mid-winter, only those remaining at
the agency received the beuefit until in April, when the remaining portion was issued, being
witnessed by Colonel J. K. Mizner, of Fort Reno, Indian Territory, by direction of the de-
partment commander. In this connection I desire to suggest that a freight-contract for the
delivery of annuities and subsistence requires vital force as well as that of beef-contracts,
in order to fill the requirements of the service.

IMPROYEMENTS.

One large mission building, sufficient to accommodate 112 children and about 12 em-
ployés, has been completed during the past year, at a cost of about $6,000. Also about
fifty rods of picket-fence about the agency.

INTEMPERANCE.

Drunkenness has fast disappeared from this agency owing to the rigid enforcement
of the law upon those who would engage in the illicit traffic.

EMPLOYES,

The employé force at this agency during the past year has not been sufficient for the
actual requirements of the scrvice, and some branches have necessarily suffered from such
reduction, particularly that of assisting the Indians in their efforts at farming, by giv-
ing their operations a personal oversight. This duty was performed by our agency-
blacksmith, Jno. F. Williams, to the full extent of the time that he could smatch from
his necessary shop duties, which service was highly appreciated by the Indians.

On the 30th of June, this year, Dr. J. Holloway resigned his position as physician
at this agency. Since that time we have been withont a physician, only as we have
been forced to call for the attendauce of the post-physician at Fort Reno, in serious
cases of sickness, which service has been rendered cheerfully by Drs. DeLaffre and
Page. Itis tobe hoped that we will be supplied soon with a regular physician.

SANITARY.

After the 1st of Tenthmonth last and until abont the 1st of the present month the
health of the tribes has been quite good. During the present month and at the pres-
sent writing there is a good deal of sickness among the Indians and employés —gener-
ally ague and intermitte nt fever—with quite a number of fatal cases among the In-
dians ; but of all the cases treated by our Army physicians and John ¥. Williams (who
has been making daily ealls on the sick and rendering such medical assistance as his
knowledge of the same would warrant) not one has died. This fact the Indians have
observed themselves and appreciate the service.

CONCLUSION.

I desire to again acknowledge the courtesies and evidences of support rendered by
the Indian Bureau ; also the hearty support and co-operation given by my employés,
all of whom have endeavored to do their duty. J.A.Covington, chief clerk, who has
remained in the service at the agency since its establishment, eight years, resigned his
position on the 30th of Fourthmonth last. His faithful service and moral influence over
the Indians of the agency will ever be appreciated not only by myself, but by the In-
dians. He left with the good wishes of all. The same is equally true of our worthy
physician, Jason Holloway. His faithfulnqss in his office and beside the sick couch,
and in the Sabbath-school and prayer-meeting will long be remembered by Indians and
whites at this agency.

I desire also to acknowledge the support and hearty co-operation that I have received
at the hands of Col.J. K. Mizner, Capt. Theo.J. Wint, and other officers who have been
in command of troops at Fort Reno, near this agency, in the suppression of lawlessness
and in the maintenance of good order among whites and Indians at this agency and on
this reservation. _

Nor should I forget to return the gratitude of my heart to Him who has so merci-
fully watched over this agency, with all its interests, and borne with our shortcomings
as none other than the Divine can do. .

Respectfully, INO. D. MILES
United States Indian Agent,

‘WM. NICHOLSON, . .
Superintendent Indian Affairs Laurence, Kans.
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Krowa AND COMANCHE AGENCY,
Indian Territory, Eighthmonth 21,1876.

In compliance with the requirements of the Department, I have the pleasure of submit-
ting my fourth annual report of the affairs of the agency under my charge.

While it has not been a year of any remarkable or exciting circumstances, it has, I be-
lieve, been one of considerable advancement in the right road by many of the Indians of
the agency. With very few exceptions, all have done as well as could be expected of them.
A few of the young men of the Quahada Comanches, tiring of being * kept in bounds” or of
being required to encamp near the agency, ran off to the plains; not, however, with any
concert of action, only two or three going at a time, and as much or more than a month in-
tervening between the times of going. Fourteen young men and boys, and about as many
women, have thus gone. Considering that they have always heretofore had the freedom of
the plains, the wonder is not that any have gone, but that many more have not done like-
wise. The young men, as a general thing, conduct themselves as well as the chiefs, many
of them, as weil as the chiefs, exerting a restraining influence over the others.

There is a growing disposition among them that a few shall not by their bad actions cause
the whole to be condemned. Last fall a young Comanche broke into one of the trading-stores
and stole some checks and goods. Learning of it, I called a council of the Comanche chiefs,
and laid the matter before them, telling them that the good reputation of all of them would
be injured by such actions unless they should take some steps about it, which they decided
to do, and immediately sent some of their own people, recovered the stolen goods, and re-
turned them, arrested the young man and took him to the guard-house, where he was con-
fined for several months. Subsequent to that circumstance a young Kiowa, returning from
the Cheyenne agency, stole a horse, and was arrested by some of his own people and de-
livered at the guard-house. Another instance among the Kiowas: a young man in a mad
fit killed his wife. On hearing of it, I called a council of Kiowa chiefs, and asked them to
take some action about it. I explained to them the penalties the white mau’s law inflicted
for such terrible crimes. After a short consultation, they decided they would do with him
whatever I said; kill him, if I said so. They said, however, that he was young and foolish,
and did not know the white man’s laws or road; but they would arrest him as soon as he
could be found and bring him to we, and I could do with him as I desired. Two of their
number, Dangerous Eagle and Big Tree, about nine o’clock the same evening, brought him
to my house, having made the arrest themselves. I sentthem on with him to the guard- "
house, where he was confined for several months, most of the time with ball and chain,
working around the garrison in full view of his people. After his arrest they made the re-
quest that, in consideration of his ignorance of the white man’s laws, his life be spared.
I told them he would not be hurt; but the arrest was made without any promises of mercy
being exacted or made, no soldiers being required, and done simply on my suggestion or
request. I refer to these cases to show the improvement among them in favor of the en-
forcement of law and order. I am fully satisfied a police force could be organized among
them, which would be very efficient in preserving order, not only among their own tribes,
but in keeping out whisky-peddlers and other bad characters. To be efficient, it should be
fully organized and paid. *

SCHOOL.

Our school opened in November and continued through June. Our difficulty was not in
getting enough children, but in confining the number to the capacity of the house, so
many more than we could accommodate being anxious to get in. The addition made last
year, with a little alteration inside the old house, enables us to crowd in seventy-two chil-
dren ; thirty-nine boys and thirty-three girls. They learned as fast as white children and
kept up their interest through the entire session. Three languages were represented in the
school, making the work more complicated than it would be with only one. Dangerous
Eagle, Kiowa chief, rendered good and efficient help in the controlling and interpreting
work. I believe his labors were a great benefit to the school. The parents and friends of
the children manifested a great interest in the school; seldom a day passed that some of
them were not there. On the last day a large number were present, and showed great in-
terest in the exercises gone through by the children, and seemed as proud of their success
as anybody could be. The report of the principal, E. 8. Cox, is forwarded herewith, to
which attention is respectfully invited.

INDIANS ATTENDING RELIGIOUS MEETINGS.

Besides our regular morning-meeting, which many Indians attend, it has been our cus-
tom to have one meeting each Sabbath for religious instruction, especially for the benefit of
the adult Indians, in which they have manifested very great interest, both in attendance and
attention ; and, instead of fleeing from fright or trembling with superstitious fear, as they
did a few years ago, when the guidance and blessings ot the Great Spirit were invoked,
either in their own language or in ours, they bow their heads in reverence and in some
instances respond with deep feeling. I believe good has been accomplished by these meet-
ings.
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FARMERS.

Last year was the first for most of them to put their hands to the plow. It was very sea-
sonable; the rain seemed to come just as it was needed, and gave them a bountiful yield
for their labor., The Kiowas and Comanches sold nearly 5,000 bushels of corn at $1 per
bushel, either in trade or money. I had arranged with the traders to pay them money, that
they might realize that they were getting pay for their labor and have some idea how white
people get money. This year more of them engaged in the -work than last. Some of the
chiefs of each tribe with their people made good rails and fenced in fields, ranging in size
from 3 to 25 acres, which I bad plowed for them and they planted in corn, melons, pump-
kins, and some vegetables. Of this number, Ta-ba-nan-ika, White Wolf, and Cheevers
deserve special mention. The tribes have more acres in this year than last, but the season
has not been as good and they will not get half as much of a yield as they got last year.
They are not discouraged, but are looking forward hopefully to next year, by which time
they are anxious to have a better location than this, where they say, which is true, the rain
comes oftener and crops are much surer. Many of them are anxious to move over {o the
Washita River. The change no doubt would be a good one in many respeets.

SHEEP AND CATTLE.

In my last report I referred to the fact that General Mackenzie had sent two officers to
New Mexico to buy sheep, with a portion of the funds for which the horses were sold, which
were taken from the Indians classed as disloyal in the troubles of 1874. They returned in
November with 3,560 head, the ewes costing about $3 and the bucks $6. They were divided
among a part of the Indians. Owing to the long drive and hard winter on stock and inex-
perience of the Indians in handling them, many of them died during the winter. They have
done well this summer, the increase going a good way toward making up for the dead. The
clip of wool was very light, averaging not much more than a pound, for which there does
not yet scem to be a market.

In May, from a part of the same funds were purchased 350 heifers two years old and 50
milch-cows, the heifers costing $15.50 per head and the cows $26 ; since which time 200 more
head of cows bave been purchased at $14 per head, all of which were divided among a part
of the Indians. They were much pleased with them and have taken good care of them.
They think they should have houses and places to take care of them first, as they say it does
not look right for them to be living in cotton or hide houses, with cattle around, and no per-
manent arrangements for taking care of them, as white people have. They are anxious for
houses, and say they want to settle down, and give up their way of constantly changing
from place to place.

I am fully satisfied that the present is a tide in the affairs of these people, which, if taken
advantage of, a great many of them, not only the chiefs, but the young men, would *settle
down ’’ and take good care of whatever improvements were made for them, and relieve the
Government from-any anxiety about their ever going on the ‘ war-path” again, and save
the expense of keeping so large a force of soldiers in this country, and much sooner relieve
the Government from the expense of their support, than if the opportunity is allowed to pass
unimproved. Help both in subsistence and clothing will have to be extended to them for
several years yet, and more especially will they need this help when ¢‘settled down,” and
the buffalo, which is now so important to them in getting many necessary things which the
Government does not furnish them, is killed or driven, as the indications are, beyond their
reach. The annuities given them by the Government falls a long way short of furnishing
enough for the year’s needs, and were it not for the robes they get to trade they would suffer
for many of the necessaries of life; and until they have some other provision made for them
the buffalo should be protected for their benefit. It requires a great deal of skillful manage-
ment for those who have families dependent upon them to make the scanty supplies they
get keep them in respectable appearance, and they have as much pride and anxiety to fix
their children up nicely and have them looking well as white people have. With this dispo-
sition pressing them on one side and the small amount of goods on the other, and their edu-
cation as to the rights of property, with the knowledge of a market at all times for stolen
stock among their New Mexico neighboys, it is not strange that some of them should feel an
inclination to, or absolutely adopt, that course to get the means for relieving the wants of
their loved ones. Like white people, there is a great difference in their managing ability ;
some are shrewd, sharp calculators, who with very little knowledge of the laws of trade would
be able to take care of themselves at any place, while others seem entirely indifferent to any
and all circumstances.

The location of agency-buildings as at present situated is very bad, scattered over an area
of several miles. The commissaries were built of cottonwood several years ago by the mili-
tary, on the military reservation, and now have to be supported by props to keep them from
falling down ; the other buildings are distant about a mile and three-fourths, are very inferior
buildings, and not at all equal to the wants of the agency. This location is so near the fron-
tier that when the Indians are encamped near the agency, thieves can come in, steal a herd
of ponies, and in one night get them across Red River into Texas, which has generally proven
a haven of safety to them, very few ever being recovered after getting across the river. The
losses this year have not been as great as in either of the two former, but have been very




REPORTS OF AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 53

serious in a few ca-es, where individuals have lost their entire herds. By the provisions of
the treaty of 1868 they are to be re-imbursed for such losses, which should be done by giving
them mules for working purposes and stock-cattle.

The nearness of the post is also an objection to this locality. The necessary contracts for
wood, hay, and teaming bring into the country a very reckless, bad class of men, who are
brought in contact with the Indians and exert a very bad influence upon them. As a farm-
ing-region this is not as good as the Washita Valley, to which reference has already been
made.  With the present location, it is impossible to locate the Indians, or but a few of them,
within many miles of the agency, the miiitary reservation taking upso much of the best land
near the agency, and the timber outside of the military reservation for many miles being
used by the post, and necessarily so, for they must have fuel and timber for other necessary
purposes. The agency should be situated so that the Indians could have many of their
places near it; they could then be looked after and helped with much Jess expense than when
so far removed. It should be so located that the post would be between it and the frontier,
and be connected with the post by telegraph; then in case of raids by the Indians, which I
do not regard as probable, though it may happen, or of horse-stealing, notice could be sent
to the post in time to at least give a probability of the interception and capture of the ma-
rauding party. A telegraph could be put up at a cost not exceeding $75 per mile.

Notwithstanding the many besetments, obstacles, and difficuities the present policy has had
to contend with, I am satisfied that the Indians of whom I have knowledge have been greatly
benefited by it. So far as my knowledge goes it has never had an opportunity or been fully
tested. The appropriations, while they may have seemed liberal, have really been too
small. Since my sojourn here, my commissaries have s number of times been empty, and
generally in the spring of the year, a time above all others when, if any influence can be ex-
erted over the nerves of the stomach by plenty of supplies, they are needed. Ioras the
grass comes up, the stock begin to improve, the Indians become restless, and, seeing no pro-
vision made for their support, they are easily influenced away from the agency; and then
the punishing arm of the Government has to be called into use, and infinitely larger amounts
expended in bringing back those who went away, because they could see nothing to stay
for, than would have been required had a different policy been pursued, and supplies liberally
furnished ; for it is cheaper to feed than to fight, and if the ‘‘ peace policy ” had been given
a chance to show its power and been executed fully, instead of the press throughout the
country, as it now is, sending forth its articles of censure and criticism, it would have been
commending and extolling the heart and head which conceived and put it into execution.
I am more than ever satisfied that it is the true policy, and that, if under the present judi-
cious and able management of the Bureau sufficient money is furnished and the policy ex-
tended through another administration, the ‘* Iudian question,” by its close, will have be-
come a settled question. On the other hand, if Congress fails to furnish the necessary
means and the old ‘‘ hand to mouth way > has to be continued, no matter how good the
management or how faithful and earnest those who work among them may be, they can
accomplish but little, and the civilization of the Indians will still be left in a very great degree
to the uncertain future.

I desire to acknowledge the kindness and help given me by the honorable Commissioner
and Superintendent of Indian Affairs; also by General R.S.Mackenzie, who, since April
1, 1875, until a few days ago, has been in command at Fort Sill. He has promptly re-
sponded whenever called upon, and has been especially obliging in loaning me supplies
when I greatly needed them ; the relationship between our respective departments has been
cordial and pleasant.

1 am also under obligations to my employés for help and assistance ; neither should I for-
get to acknowledge the continued care exercised over us by Him without whose help and
care all would fail. Annual report of statistics inclosed herewith.

I am, very respectfully, &e.,
J. M. HAWORTH,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

OSAGE AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,
Eighthmonth 15, 1876.

But little information can be furnished concerning the general condition of the Indians
under my charge,save a rehearsal of that embraced from time to time in my monthly re-

orts.
P I assumed charge of this agency on the 21st of fecondmonth last, in some respects an
unfortunate time to commence service among the Osages. For two years, an appropriation
of $200,000 per annum, from their invested funds, had been made to advance these Indians
in civilization, including necessary subsistence and clothing and the school-education of
their childreun. During the last fiscal year this appropriation, added to their interest,
amounted to an aggregate of about $255,000. On my advent among them this sum had
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become so far exhausted as to render it necessary to close the agency school on the 1st of
Fourthmonth, and thus turn back to the Indian camps nearly 100 children, already siarted
on the road to a higher life than that of the savage. By private subscription, howéver, and
gratuitous labor, this important branch of the service was continued, without public ex-
pense for employé force, until the 1st of Sixthmonth. The school-house at the Osage agency
is a large costly building, sufficient, perhaps, for a school of 200 children. Not ouly was
this important avenue to ecivilization abandoned, but every other branch of the service cut
down to accommodate itself to the now limited means applicable to its support.

Realizing in the start my prospective embarrassment in undertaking the control of
about 3,000 Osages on the remnant of the appropriation above named, I invoiced the
subsistence-stores on hand, consisting of coffee, sugar, flour, and wheat, also an amount
of beef yet due upon contract, the net cost of which was less than $16,000, and determined,
with strict economy in issues, to subsist the Indians on the same throughout the remainder
of the fiscal year. With this end in view, I called the tribe together in council, and explained
to them the situation, and my purpose to commence their issues upon a basis that would
carry them through the year, at the same time encouraging them with the promise that Con-
gress, on their petition, would be asked for an appropriation for tue coming year. So far as
the leading men of the tribe could comprehend the situation, they seemed willing to second
my efforts in the direction named, but I found them in a disturbed condition. dissatisfied
many of them with the Government, and jealous of one another. Their council presented a
scene of discord ; the wilder bands claimed that in the distribution of tribal funds for gen-
eral civilization purposes the larger portion had been expended among those claiming
greater advancement than thewselves; that their headmen had been ignored and their ad-
vice unheeded in making these distributions.

They had now just returned from an utterly unsuccessful buffalo-hunt, with debts in-
curred (not altogetber without authority) to their traders while absent, of some $12,000,
destitute and half starved, hence realizing more than ever the necessity of civilization as
a better means of support than that of the chase, and these wild bands were especially
anxious for recognition in future aids to civilization within the tribe. Under ordinary
circumstances this would have seemed an opportune moment to inaugurate among those
Indians, heretofore averse to civilization,a system of labor under the care of skilled em-
ployés, with agricultural implements suited to their needs ; but absolute want of funds pre-
vented any extended move in this direction, and coufined the employé force of the agency
to the narrowest practicable limit, and the Indians of the whole tribe were thrown chiefly
upon their own resources to plant or not to plant. I am happy to inform you that many
of them made commendable efforts to raise a corn-crop, which, however, under favorable
auspices, with their rude methods of planting and cultivating, ecould only have been at-
tended with partial success.

I found the Osage council large, discordant, and unmanageable, rendering it almost im-
practicable to transact necessary business with the tribe. Omne of my first efforts was to
create harmony therein, and to this end I recommended that they choose a governor from
among the leading men of one of the two factions aud a chief counselor from the other, and
that a business-committee of five leading men be appointed, representing both parties, to be
associated with the governor and chief counselor in the transaction of all necessary busi-
ness with the agent and Government. This they did, (after several weeks’ delibeyation, ) re-
electing with great unanimity their former governor and chief counselor, who in turn, by
authority of the tribe, appointed a business-committee fairly representing the different fac-
tions.

Through this executive bedy T have thus far been enabled to transact necessary business
satisfactorily. Through them I effected the arrest and delivery to a United States deputy
marshal of two young full-blood Osages charged with crime, to be tried for the offense at
Fort Smith, some two hundred miles away, under ‘“ white man’s laws,” a case unparalleled
within my knowledge among wild, blanket Indians. Through members of this committee,
even before their appointment, I effected the arrest of a member of the tribe charged with
several acts of petty larceny, procured a trial before a jury of leading full-bloods, with an
educated half-breed or mixed-blood to aid them, who convicted and sentenced him to thirty
days’ bard labor under direction of the agent ; which sentence he executed faithfully, under
an Indian guard selected by themselves.

The supplies named above were made to subsist the tiibe until about the 10th instant,
with some beef left, being almost six months from date of my assumlng charge; and
of the money applicable to the support of these Iudians, fifteen thousand two hundred and
eighty-seven dollars only coming 1mto my hands, about one-half was paid to the tribe per
capita under treaty provisions, §1,200, or thereabouts, was used in paying certified vouchers
of my predecessor, and §3,000, 1eceived in the last week of the year, is about two-thirds of
it yet unexpended, and supposed to be applicable under the law for expenses incurred during
the first month of the present fiscal year. This large reduction in expenses during the last
balf of the fiscal year has been very detrimental to the service and to the Indians. The In-
dians, including the wildest bands, have mauifested a disposition to co-operate with me in
the proper management of their affairs, with a depleted treasury, and in restraining their
young men from going to the plains or committing any acts of depredation. They have
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done so on short allowance, in the hope that relief would come with the opening of the pres-
ent fiscal year, and they cannot understand why the Government should fail to respond to
their earnest petition and appropriate from their own invested funds already accumulated in
the United States Treasury a sum to advance them in civilization and subsist them in their
transition state from barbarism to self-support. They appealed to Congress for this aid, in-
forming the Department, through their agent, of their necessities ; the impossibiiity to live
even without the hunt, unless aided for the time being ; of their utter failure in last winter’s
attempt for buffalo, and thus their absolute dependence ; and of their crowning misfortune,
by an almost unprecedented flood, in the latter part of Sixthmonth last, carrying away their
fences and destroying by far the greater part of the crops raised by and for many members
of the tribe; which appeal and representations having been seconded by thyself, the Com-
missioner, and the Department, it was confidently supposed would have carried force suffi-
cient to Congress to have obtained the needed relief. The Indians are—they must be—dis-
couraged at this failure. They ask nothing gratuitously at the bands of the Government.
They only ask a portion of their own, made necessary by an extension of time granted by
Congress to settlers on their Jands in Kansas in which to pay for the same; and it should be
remembered that this extension was granted without consultation” with or consent of the
Osages, and had these lands been promptly paid for, as represented by the commissioners
treating for them they would be, their annual interest on the proceeds of the same would
have been sufficient for their necessities. The Osages as yet are, most of them, wild, blan-
ket Indians, far from civilized, many of them hardly ready to give up the war-dance and
scalping-knife; and although the leaders have manifested a disposition to co-operate with
the agent in the. civilization of the tribe, and have this season, probably to an extent never
before, restrained their young warriors from committing depredations, yet a failure on the
part of the Government to render them simple justice in a time of pressing necessity may
prove a costly experiment and be productive of grave results.

In view of the circumstances herein set forth, I would recommend, if in accordance with
existing law, that the entire appropriation, or so much thereof as may be absolutely neces
sary, amounting to $57,000, be expended for the benefit of these Indians during the first half
of the fiscal year, and that Congress be asked at an early stage of its next session to provide
by deficiency bill for the last half, and that a liberal appropriation be made from their invested
fands for their support and civilization during the next fiscal year. I make this recommen-
dation in the hope that the loss of the present year may be partially overcome before entire
confidence in the Government and its agents is gone, and in the reasonab’e hope, if funds
can be seasonably provided, that the agency school can be maintained during the year with
an attendance second to none among the wild Indian tribes of the country.

THE KAWS,

located in the northwestern part of the Osage purchase,on a tolerably good reservation,
are advancing pretty satisfactorily. Their farms and crops suffered from the flood of 28th of
Sixthmonth last proportionally with the Osages, rendering it necessary to furnish them almost
an entire support for the coming year. I am of opinion, however, that, with the aid of their
annuity, the sum appropriated, economically expended, will be sufficient to subsist them,
continue their school, and possibly to render them some aid by way of agricultural imple-
ments. They have an excellent school, with good accommodations, which has been well
patronized during the year, but is now vacated during the extreme hot weather, with a view
to re-opening about the 1st of Tenthmonth.

The Kaws, as well as Osages, suffer to considerable extent from the whisky traffic along
the border. It being (under the revised law) no crime to sell intoxicating liquors to Indians
outside the reservation, it is very easy for an Indian or mixed-blood to convey the poison
to the camps within the reservation. I would recommend the passage of a law prohibitory
inits nature, with severe penalty attached, to remedy the evil. Such a law would be of incal-
culable benefit to the Indians and would elevate the morals along the entire border. The
Kaws will require an appropriation next year of at least $10,000 in addition to the interest
due them on their invested funds held by the Government.

Very respectfully,
CYRUS BEEDE,
United States Indian Agent.
WiLLiaAM NICHOLSON,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kans.

PAWNEE AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,
Eighthmonth 12, 1876.

RESPECTED FRIEND : At the time of writing my last year’s report the Pawnees were
divided in locality and in a transition state; but since that date all the fragments of the tribe
bave been collected and settled on their new reservation south of the Arkansas River, which
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separates them from the Osage Nation. That part of the tribe left at the old agency in Ne-
braska, after due preparation, were successfully removed here, with all their movable effects,
by wagons and teams procured for the purpose, together with their own horses and wagons,
in November last, under my own supervision and that of special employés for the service.
All four of the bands of the tribe are now pleasantly and peaceably located at their adopted
home, though we have not yet been enabled to carry out the plan agreed upon in council
before removal, also provided for in the law, and yef intended, to locate them upon separate
allotments of their own, and thus break up their village life and many, of the hereditary
customs and improper habits associated therewith. Those who have seen the folly of some
of these things, who have adopted civilized costume and habits of productive industry, will
take thelead in every progressive movement, and especially in selecting and arranging homes
of their own, which they can take an interest in improving. In carrying on improvements
at the new agency during the year on the plan marked out by the ex-Commissioner, the
Hon. E. P. Swith, much difficulty and extra labor have been encountered, owing to
the failure of the previous Congress to authorize the sale of the Nebraska reservation, and
the consequent irregularity of proceedings until the recent act for the relief of the Pawnees
was secured ; but this temporary derangement aud local difficulty I trust will soon be over,
and if Indian affairs are continued under the humane policy of the administration, new fields
of progress will soon be opened up to develop their latent powers and give a new direction
to their energies.

While the unsettled condition of the tribe, in connection with the lack of means and of
sufficient employé force, has prevented further improvements, yet all the indications go to
prove that the Pawunees are advancing and growing more anxious to enter upon the cul-
tivation of the soil for their future support as fast as the requisite facilities can be fur-
nished.

The accompanying statistics will convey much important information; but that part re-
ferring to schools is less favorable than if our industrial school were in operation, and I hope
that by another year this prominent aid to civilizing progress may be restored, with fair
prospects for increasing usefulness. The day-schools are doing a good work under the
vigilance of active and energetic teachers, who have gained control and secured the confi-
dence of the pupils; but these, in our present situation, are mainly elementary in their
character and preparatory in their influence.

The buffulo-hunt last winter did not prove successful, as the herds were too remote to
be reached with their limited preparatious; but buffalo have been reported on the plains
during the summer in considerable numbers, and some captures have been made by strag-
gling parties of Pawnees and others,

Iu reviewing the labors of the year, I may state that the expenditures made here on
agency improvements are such as to attract the attention of every visitor who knew any-
thing of the primitive condition of affairs, The dwellings erected for employés and In-
dian families. the mills, shops, stables, school-houses, commissary, and other agency con-
veniences, the neat and substantial stone office with dwelling attache8l, as well as the labor
expended upon quarries, kilns, roads, fences, rails, wood, lumber, corrals, fords, bridges, and
ferries, all tend to make a wide contrast with the native prairies and unbroken forests as we
found them, though it is but as a commencement of the good work in contemplation. In
making these improvements, as well as in carrying on seme farming operations, in rebreak-
ing land, planting the crops of wheat, oats, corn, potatoes, and other vegetables, and gath-
ering the same, and in the management of the agency teams as well as the assistance
about the mills and shops, and the general mechanical arts, Indian labor has at all times
formed a most important element, and has developed a skill and aptness on their part worthy
of notice, and led many not before accustomed to work into steady and industrious habits at
useful pursuits.

The agency farm in Nebraska, not yet sold, has been cultivated under the supervision
of the farmer in charge, on a system that promises to bring returns to the agency or the
Indians. A favorable report of erop prospects has been received, but not enough data to
make a safe approximation of results.

The sanitary condition of the agency at present is fair, there being no epidemic, though
cases of ague and other diseases sometimes occur. During last autumn fever and ague
were quite prevalent and many of the tribe died. A portion of the white employés were
troubled with ague for a time, but there were no serious cases of illness that were not
checked by timely remedies, except one young man, who died in May last of pneunionia.

In all these and most other respects, though many things are greatly needed, our agency
may be cousidered in the line of satisfactory progress.

Very respectfully, thy friend,
WM. BURGESS,
United States Indian Agent.

‘WM. NICHOLSON,
Superintendent of Indian Affuirs, Lawrence, Kans.
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QUAPAW AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,
August 21, 1876.

Sir: In compliance with instructions contained in Department circular dated 28th ultimo,
I submit the following as my fifth annual report of the condition of the Indians under my
charge.

TI%S agency includes the following tribes, viz : Quapaws, Confederated Peorias, and
Miamis, Ottawas, Eastern Shawnees, Wyandotts, Senecas, and Captain Jack’s band of
Modocs.

The Quapaws are located on a reservation situated in the northeast corner of the Indian
Territory, which consists of 56,685 acres, about three-fourths of which is good tillable land.
The remainder is wooded, and, in common with all other timbered land in this agency, being
covered with a fine growth of grass, is admirably adapted to grazing. The tribe numbers
235 persons. At least one-balf of these have left their reservation, and are living with
the Osages, and are anxious to sell out their land and consolidate with them. Some of the
others who are remaining upon their own reservation are very much opposed to this course,
and desire to retain their own homes. This uncertainty and division of sentiment among
them has a disastrous effect on the tribe, and retards improvements. In view of these facts
and the demoralized condition of the tribe, I would recommend that some action be taken as
soon as practicable to dispose of their reservation to some tribe of loyal Indians, and to transfer
the Quapaws either to the Osages or to some small tract suitable for them. They show a con-
siderable interest in the education of their children, sending nearly all on the reservation to
the mission aad letting them remain steadily.

The Confederated Peorias, Kaskaskias, Miamis, &e., number 202. They have an excel-
cellent reserve of 50,301 acres, lying immediately south and west of the Quapaws. At least
tour-fifths of this is tillable, and the remainder grazing. These people are mostly energetic
and enterprising. They have many fine farms and good improvements. They raise a
large sarplus of grain and stock, which they dispose of in the neighboring towns of Mis-
souri and Kansas. They are strongly in favor of education, sustain churches among
themselves, and are progressing favorably in every particular.

The,Ottawas have a reservation of 14,860 acres of valuable farming and timbered graz-
ing-land, lying south of the Peorias, &c., and west of Spring River. They have large farms
and good improvements, and raise a considerable surplus of grain. Their interest in edu-
cation and religion is encouraging.

The Easteru Shawnee reservation lies directly east of the Ottawas, and consists of 13,088
acres ; about one-balf is tillable, the remainder is timbered and is suitable for stock-raising
purposes.  This tribe is small, about ninety-seven persons, and is not so well advanced as
either the Confederated Peorias, &e¢., orthe Ottawas. Th y have, however, some good improve-
wents, and are making considerable progress. They are evincing an increasing interest in
education and in religious matters.

The Wyandott reservation lies south of the Ottawas and Shawnees, and consists of 21,406
acres, probably two-thirds of which is tillable, the remainder wooded. This tribe numbers
about 250 persons, and is in a very fair condition. They take great interest in the cause of
education, and are generally as moral and well-disposed as the average whites in the adjoin-
ing country. They have many good farms and are improving financially.

The Senecas are situated on a reservation of 51,958 acres, lying south of the Wyandotts,
probably one-half of which is tillable, and the remainder only valuable for timber and graz-
ing. They number 239 persons, a large proportion of whom are energetie, industrious farmers
with fair improvements, raising more grain and stock than they need for their own use, and
are steadily advancing in the arts and customs of civilized life. Although they are some-
what indisposed to take advantage of the liberal facilities which the Government has pro-
vided for the education of their children, yetI believe the feeling in this respect is dying out,
and the sentiment of the tribe becoming more favorable than heretofore.

The Modocs are located on a very fertile tract, containing 4,000 acres, in the northeast
coruer of the Shawnee reserve; the greater portion of this is tillable. and about 1,500 acres
are well wooded. They now number 117 persons. They have remained steadily loyal and
{:eaceable during the past year. They have engaged energetically in labor, and as a result

ave a large and valuable crop on their farm. As early in the spring as practicable, I pur-
chased for them two good mule-teams, with the necessary harness, plows, &c. Last fall
they put in forty acres of wheat, which has done reasonably well, has been harvested, cared
for, and thrashed. TIn addition to this, they put in this spring about 140 acres of corn, pota-
toes, and garden vegetables. Although the crop has been materially shortened by dry
weather, it will go far toward furnishing breadstuff for their use the ensuing year. They are
now, and have been for some time, living on the products of their own farm-labor. They are
earnest and diligent in sending their children to school, and are much interested in their
progress. They attend religious meetings and evince by their orderly and attentive deport-
ment an earnest desire to be instructed in the way of life. Too much importance cannot be
attached to the necessity of continuing to supply them with good school facilities. There
should also be some means provided for furnishing them with proper medical attendance.
I would also recommend that they be furnished with a few good stock-hogs, and some addi-
tional cattle. The great charge of climate attending their removal from their old homes, to-
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gether with the radical change in their mode of life from their wild nomadic state to one of
steady habits and industry, has caused a great deal of sickness and death among them. This
has been a source of discouragement, but has not hindered them from persevering in their
efforts to become self-sustaining.

The amount of wheat sown last fall was smaller than usual, on account of very dry
weather ; but the yield has been good, and it has been safely cared for. A considerable
breadth of oats was sown, but a succession of heavy rains during May and June so injured
the crop that it was a total failure. A large acreage of corn was plauted, but the wet
weather in the early part of the season prevented as thorough tillage as it should have had.
This, coupled with the drought of the past two months, has cut the crops short probably one-
half.  Notwithstanding this the most of our Indians will have sufficient for home consump-
tion, and some of them a surplus.

The increasing disposition of the tribes of this agency to progress is shown by the large
amount of new improvements which has been made this year. There have been 708 acres
}?f lnew land broken; 6,380 rods of fence made; 534 acres fenced; 19 houses and 3 shops

uilt.

During the last fall and winter there was much sickness and quite a number of deaths
among the Indians ; but for the last few months health has been very good.

The school-house for the Miamis having been completed, I had school opened for the bene-
fit of that tribe on the Ist of January, which was continued in operation until June 30. The
Seneca, Shawnee, and Wyandott, Ottawa, and Quapaw and Modoc missions, and the Con-
federated Peoria day-schools have been in operation ten months during the past year. I can
say they have been unusually successtul, and the results attained have exceeded my most
sanguine expectations. This is partly attributable to the very able corps of teachers and
partly to the co-operation of the leading spirits among the Indians. The feelings of every
tribe toward the schools and in favor of education is better than ever heretofore. The en-
rollment at the several schools was as follows, to wit :

Seneca, Shawnee, and Wyandott mission... ... ..o oiieimoenimmonniieaan caenoann 92
Ottawa MISSION . - - oo oo i et eeee e eeaaeaaaaa 43
Quapaw and Modoc mission 66
Confederated Peoria, &c.,day-sehool ... ... .o oin ool 52
Miami day-sehool - ... oo e it i cie el aaaa 25

Total enrollment. ... ..o e it i iame 273

There are about three hundred children in the agency of a suitable age to attend school.
The branches taught are orthography, reading, writing, arithmetic, (written and mental,) Jde-
seriptive and physical geography, United States and Bible history, grammar, physiology, bot-
any, and natural philosophy. Religious instruction is regularly given to the children at each
school, and I can say they are improving morally as well-as intellectually. This is treated
as a matter of the first importance, as no amount of intellectual culture will make honorable
and useful citizens of them, unless their moral training keeps pace with the development of
their minds.

Religious meetings have been held at each of the missions, at the Peoria and Miami school-
houses, and at the agency. These have all been attended and participated in by the In-
diuns in considerable numbers.

The cause of temperance is steadily advancing, and it is now becoming a comparatively
rare occurrence to see an Indian under the influence of intoxicating drinks. This change
has not been brought about from the inability of the Indians to procure whisky, but be-
cause they have become convinced of the deleterious effects of intemperance among them.
During a residence of nearly three years in the agency not a single Modoc has been intoxi-
cated.

I would call the attention of the Department to the necessity of the enaction of laws for
the punishment of crimes against the persons or property of Indians by Indians, The lack
of any statute against offenses of this kind tends to encourage them in taking revenge on
each other for real or imaginary wrongs, much to the insecurity of life and property ; also
for the punishment of persons selling liquor to Indians when off their reservation, and to
compel Indians found intoxicated to testity against those furnishing them liquor.

I would further suggest, where Indians are so far advanced in civilization as are most of
those comprising this agency, the propriety of allotting their land in severalty, it remaining,
as now, inalienable.

I am convinced that the practice of paying moneyed annuities to Indians is franght with
evil consequences, tending to encourage 1dleness and improvidence by causing them to de-
pend too much upon that source for subsistence without putting forth their energies in im-
proving and cultivating their lands. I would therefore call the attention of the Department
1o the propriety of paying out their invested fund as fast as the consent of the tribes can be
obtained thereto, retaining, however, in every instance, a sufficient amount to afford ample
educational facilities for all their children.

This, I am convinced together with the allotment of their lands, will greatly facilitate
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their improvement by doing away largely with the tribal relations and throwing each indi-
vidual, as far as practicable, on his own resources. It will encourage them to enlarge and
beautify their farms, rendering their titles more secure to themselves individually, and to
their children after them, and bring them a step nearer to citizenship and equality with the
whites.

In the mean time, as the success of Indian civilization depends largely on the education of
the rising generation, I would call the attention of the Department to the fact that true econ-
omy as well as humanity demands _that ample facilities be afforded for this purpose; and I
would recommend that means be adopted to make it compulsory on the parents to place their
children in school and keep them there. This could in a great measure be effected by with-
holding the annuities of children of a suitable age to attend school who are kept out with-
out a reasonable excuse. ' :

In conclusion, mete out even-handed jnstice to all, punish them for their crimes, redress
their wrongs, make each individual accountable for his own acts, thereby fitting them for
the responsibilities of citizenship.

Very respectfully, :
) H. W. JONES,

United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

AGENCY OF THE SAC AND FoXx INDIANS IN Towa,
Toledo, lowa, August 24, 1876.

SR : Pursuant to instructions from Indian Bureau, I have the honor to submit the report
of the condition of the Sac and Fox Indians in Towa for the year ending August 31, 1876.
The reservation of this tribe is located in Central Iowa, on the Iowa River, in Tama County,
and embraces 419 acres of land. The lands are adapted to agriculture and grazing. Itis
held in trust for the use and benefit of the tribe, and was purchased by their annuity, set
apart for that purpose by request of the Indians. They have about 125 acres under cultiva-
tion and 300 acres under fence, about 100 acres being fenced during the present year. The
larger portion of their ground is planted to corn, while they also raise potatoes, beans,
squashes, onions, and some tobacco. They will realize an average crop for the season.

They number 341 in population, there being 160 males and 181 females. During the year
there have been 8 deaths and 8 births, alarge per cent. of the deaths being among the aged
people, caused by exposure in the way they live and the houses they occupy.

The men are learning, by degrees, that they must labor, and have exhibited a fair dispo-
sition to work. Some of them have teams and wagons and have earned good wages. They
would do better, but have no means to buy their outfits for farming. Several of them have
bought land distant from the reservation, and are improving homes of their own, which
is a good feature. They all go out in the barvest-fields and receive fair remuneration and
make faithful hands. With the small annuity received per capita, their day’s wages, wheu
at work, together with the proceeds derived from the sale ot furs and ponies, they manage
to support themselves ; but it leaves them no margin to buy land with individually, only in
the more thrifty cases. It has been the rule to make the raising of ponies and sale of furs
their primary interest, and their agricultural pursuits secondary ; and so long as they adhere
to this, but partial advancement can be made in the way of permanent industry and support.
They need more land for agricultural purposes, sufficient to give each head of a tamily
enough ground to raise what is necessary for the support of the family, in addition to what
may be realized from other sources. It would further their progress in industrial pursuits.
The estimated value of their personal property is about $15,000, and consists principally in
ponies. They have too many for the amount of land owned; but considering them the
basis of their wealth, they sell but comparatively few, hence have constant anuoyauce by
their ponies trespassing on adjoining lands and the arbitration of damages to adjoining
owners, .

They have a good and substantial school-house. It is pleasantly situated, and easy of
access. A teacher has been employed, who commenced his school last November, and
closed it temporarily on August 1. The attendance has been small, but not without suc-
cess. Several have learned to read and write, and the prejudice of the old men against the
school has in a measure worn away. In order to secure success in the future, they must
remain continuously on their land, where they can be reached at all times, and not permit-
ted to absent themselves during the winter months. The teacher in charge has furnished a
good team, and has devoted considerable time instructing them in agricultural pursuits, and
during the winter was untiring in his éfforts to render comfortable those remaining on the
reservation, who were mostly old people.

These Indians are not under the charge or supervision of any church or aid society, and
a useful field of labor presents itself in their present condition for those interested in their
welfare. If suitable clothing could be provided, and some regular and uniform system of
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support given them, it would greatly advance their interests in a moral and educational
point of view.

This tribe manifest a very friendly disposition toward the whites, and adhere closely to
their tribal relations, and oppose any infringement upon their traditional customs. They
are honest, and have been irusted largely by the people, and as a class have returned the
favor with credit to themselves. Situated as they are in a large and wealthy neighborhood,
they will have to conform to the laws of the country if they remain peaceably in all matters
of interest. Their property has been subjected to taxation, their stock distrained for damages,
and suits enforced for debt. This, while appearing novel to them, and not as an embarrass-
ment, cannot be avoided by reason of their situation, and must have its attendant results.

The refusal of the Government to supply them with a regular interpreter has militated
against them and caused dissatisfaction. The appointment of an interpreter from their
own class, on a nominal salary, would prove beneficial, not only for their general interest,
but in the school- room. Authority should be given and means provided from their annuity,
or some other source, to break every foot of tillable land on their reservation and make it
productive. They will not consent to this, preferring it for pasture. A basis should be laid
for enforcing habits of industry, and not let them depend on occasional employment. They
should be compelled to attend school by some arrangement provided by the Government,
and not be allowed to set aside every advancement made for them by those interested in
their behalf. Means should be provided to build them comfortable houses, and compel them
to abandon their bark dwellings, thereby avoiding sickness and exposure, and to give each
head of a family a separate house, and render them independent in their domestic relations.
To wait for their consent to these provisions is only a loss of time. They should be pro-
ceeded with firmly but kindly, and from necessity they would be accepted. They have
made considerable advancement during the year in many respects. The young men are be-
coming convinced, from the power of association with the whites, that they must be some-
thing more than idle beings, and that they must adopt civilized habits and customs, and con-
torm to the benefits and provisions of the laws which govern those around them, in order to
secure comfort and protection. The application of their annuity for awhile to purchase
farming-implements, build small houses, and buy tillable land, would prove more benefi-
cial than to pay it out to them at the pay-table, and let them spend it in their own peculiar
way.

These Indians have a strong local attachment for their present home, and dread the idea
of removal. If permitted to remain permanently, they must be placed in a position to best
enjoy their privileges, and this can only be done by the method pointed out, which will
avoid embarrassment, render them independent, and improve their condition.

I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
THOMAS 8. FREE,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

OFFICE OF UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT,
UNION AGEXCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,
Muscogee, August 31, 1876.

Sir: In pursuance of my daty, T have the honor to submit herewith my annual report of
this agency for the year ending August 31, 1876.

Union agency is composed of the consolidated agencies of the Cherokees, Creeks, Choc-
taws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles, which consolidation was effected on the 1st day of July,
1874.

The above-named tribes own and occupy territory stretching from Kansas to Texas, two
hundred and thirty miles from north to south, and from the western line of Arkansas, two
hundred miles west, embracing 18,325,807 acres of land, of which the Cherokees own
3,844,712, Creeks, 3,215,495, Choctaws, 6,688,000, Chickasaws, 4,377,600, and the Semi-
noles, 200,000 acres.

The number of inhabitants owning this vast domain is 56,500, of which the Cherokees
number 19,000; Creeks, 13,000 ; Choctaws, 16,000 ; Chickasaws, 6,000; and the Seminoles,
2,500. They are strictly an agricultural people, and depend entirely upon the products of
their lands and the sale of their immense herds of cattle roaming over their boundless prairies
for their support.

Each tribe or nation has a constitutional government, with legislative, judicial, and exec-
utive departments, and conducted upon the same plan as our State governments, the entire
expenses of which are paid outof their own funds, which are derived trom interest on various
stocks and bonds, the invested proceeds of the sale of their lands, and held in trust by the
Government of the United States, which interest is paid the treasurers of the ditfferent nations
semi-annually, and by them disbursed on national warrants issued by the principal chief and
secretary, and registerel by the auditors. Except among the Seminoles, none of the money
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thus paid is used per capita, but is devoted exclusively to carrying on the government and
the support of schools. The amounts thus received and disbursed are: Cherokees, $160,000 ;
Creeks, $75,000; Choctaws, $60,000; and Chickasaws, §60,000.

THE CHEROKEES.

The Cherokees occupy and own perhaps the best reservation among the five civilized
tribes, the lower lands and those adjacent to the water-courses being susceptible of raising
all kinds of grain, while on most of the prairie land small grains can be raised with profit.
Their government has been under a written constitution for nearly fifty years, and is con-
ducted with marked ability and dignity. Among their citizens are men noted for their tal-
ents and learning. Their schools stand as monuments to their progress in civilization, and
reflect credit alike upon themselves and upon the religious societies through whose teachings,
and the beneficial results of the same, they were first led to appreciate the benefits of edu-
cation, and who have up to the present time aided and sustained them in their efforts.

It has been but a few years since the Cherokees assembled in council under trees, or in &
rude log-house, with hewed logs for seats; now the legislature assembles in a spacious brick
council-house, provided with suitable committee-rooms, senate chamber, representative hall,
library, and executive offices, which cost in erecting the sum of $22,000.

Their citizens now occupy neat hewed double log-cabins, frame, brick, or stone houses,
according to the means or taste of the individual, with ground adorned by ornamental trees,
shrubbery, flowers, and nearly every improvement, including orchards of the choicest fruits.
Some of these orchards have existed for nearly twenty years, and are now in a good, fruitful
condition. Their women are usually good housekeepers, and give great attention to spinning
and weaving yarns, jeans, and linsey, and make most of the pants and hunter-jackets of the
men and boys. The farmers raise most of their own wool and cotton, and it is not an unu-
sual sight in a well-to-do Cherokee farmer’s house to see a sewing-machine and a piano.

SCHOOLS.

They have one male seminary, a boarding and manual-labor school, at present containing
only 75 scholars, although capable of accommodating over 200, and one female seminary,
also a boarding-school with 94 pupils, both of which were established in 1851. There is
one orphan asylum with 117 inmates, and 71 day-schools are located in various patts of the
nation, of which six are for the children of colored citizens. During the year ending July
1, 1876, 2,286 names were borne on the rolls of these day-schools, with an average daily
attendance of 1,250. In all of these schools English studies are exclusively pursued, although
they have primary studies in both English and Cherokee.

The school and orphan fund of the nation is derived from 50 per cent. of the amount an-
nually received from the Government of the United States as interest on invested funds held
in trust for them. During the past year $72,297.97 was appropriated by the Cherokee na-
tional council for school purposes, and they have a surplus of school funds in the hands of
their treasurer of nearly $30,000, which they propose to use in enlarging and thoroughly
equipping their seminaries and asylum and putting them on a permanent basis.

There is now in process of erection a fine building for an asylum for the deaf, dumb,
blind, and insane of the nation, at an estimated cost of §7,000.

The estimated amount of personal property owned by them, besides their houses and the
improvements on their places, is as follows:

Public buildings.

Capitol DUilding . cceen cee it i e i i $22,000

Male SEMINATY .+« unr teeeae cee meaaesacace caareaeeamac tacesee e e an s 75, 000

Female seminary...oc. ooninieciaevaneec saeecaaaacans ere et 75,000

Orphan asylum . ..o oo e et it iae aici et teie e e e 70,000

Blind, insane, deaf and dumb asylum . ...« o oo it 7,000

Printing-house . .« ceenciie it e caee e cieieieececerecieceieeececa e 5,000

11 P 7,000
T 261, 000

8 0] -

Cattle covmn i e

Other stock

[ 170) (I S e tememeteeecaee e aas
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The Cherokees have sustained a weekly newspaper over twenty-five years, which is
printed in both the English and Cherokee language, and ably edited by native Cherokees.
They have a written language, with an alphabet of 86 characters, invented by Sequoyah, a
full-blood Cherokee.
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THE CREEKS.

The Creeks, who own the country immediately adjoining the Cherokees, are commendably
progressing in the ways and customs of civilization. Having occupied this present reserva-
tion since 1832, they had up to the breaking out of the rebellion accumulated considerable
wealth in stock and slaves, but the waves of war rolling over their country deprived them
at once of stock and slaves and homes, and on their return to the country after the war, in
1865-"66, they began anew to make themselves homes, cultivate the land, and raise stock,
and are now in a comfortable situation, with good prospects for the future. Their govern-
ment consists of a principal chief, second chief, a house of kings,and a house of warriors,
one supreme court and five district courts, with their attendant officers. The national coun-
5“ bolds one session annually, and can convene in extra session on the call of the principal
chiefs.

Their schools are thirty-three in number, with an aggregage attendance of 500. Six of
them are for colored children. They cost annually about $425 each. In addition to these
public schools, there are two mission manual-labor boarding-schools, conducted under the
auspices of the Presbyterian and Methodist Boards of Home Missions, who pay the sala-
ries of the superintendents and teachers, while the sum of $80 per scholar is paid out of the
national treasury for the support of the pupils.

Tallahassee Mission is situated between the Arkansas and Verdigris Rivers, about five
miles trom this agency. It accommodates about 80 scholars, 40 male and 40 female, and
has been in operation thirty-two years. The graduates from this school successfully fill
many of the positions as teachers in the day-schools.

Asbury manual-labor mission-school, situated near Eufaula, also has in charge 80 pupils,
all males, and has been in successful operation for the same length of time as the Talla-
hassee school. Both of these schools have a large farm attached, on which the pupils are
required to work a certain length of time each week, under the supervision of an efficient
superintendent, from the products of which farms sufficient amounts of vegetables are raised
to supply the table of the schools during the year.

The success of these two institutions has been so marked, that it is the intention of the
Creek council to establish another one similar in character, to be located on the western por-
tion of their reserve among the full-blood population.

The Muscogee Female Institute, a boarding-school of 40 scholars, has been started within
the past three years, and is taught by the Rev. Joseph Perryman, a native Creek and gradu-
ate of Tallahassee shool. The snccess of this school has more than satisfied the friends ot
missions.

During the past year over $30,000 has been expended by the Creeks for educational pur-

0ses.
P AGRICULTURAL,

About three-fourths of the Creek reservation is adapted to tillage, small grains bringing
abundant harvests, while the soil of the bottom launds is very rich, and not unfrequently
yields a harvest of 100 bushels of corn to the acre. The estimated amount of produce raised
the past year is: Corn, 1,500,000 bushels; wheat, 65,000 bushels; oats, 15,000 bushels ;
sweet potatoes, 30,000 bushels; potatoes, 15,000 bushels; and they own in stock 10,400
horses, 40,000 cattle, 30,000 hogs, and 1,500 sheep. The uplands are more naturally adapted
for grazing stock than for tillage, the cattle obtaining subsistence the year round. Large
herds are sold yearly to shippers who supply the eastern markets, and the supply is largely
on the increase, aud in the course of a few more years will of itself prove a competent source
of income to nearly all the Creeks.

CHOCTAWS AND CHICKASAWS,

The Choctaw and Chickasaw reserves lie directly south of the Cherokees, Creeks, and
Seminoles, and are separated from Texas by the Red River. Although maintaining sepa-
rate governments, occupying different reservations, and speaking a different language, having
made joint treaties with the United States, they are generally classed as one people. Their
governments are similar in character to those of the Cherokees and Creeks, and they have
attained to about the same degree of civilization. Their farms and dwellings range from a
small log cabin with an acre of ground in cultivation to the large farm or stone house with
2,000 acres in grain and the prairies covered with cattle. A great many white people are
scattered among these two nations, either hired by the Indians as laborers or renters of In-
dian farms, and where the right kind of white men, of temperate and industrious habits, are,
there will be seen the prosperous Indian farm.

Large quantites of cotton are raised in both nations, especiaily in the valley of the Red
River, and shipped to both northern and southern markets

COAL MINES

Of great value, of inexhaustible supply and excellent quality, have been opened along the
line of the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Railway, and supply not only the local demand of
that road, but large quantities are daily shipped both north and south, and several roads in
Texas depend entirely upon the products ot these mines. The companies operating ttese
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mines pay a tax of one-fourth of a cent per bushel to the Choctaw nation, one-eight of a cent
per bushel to the Chickasaw nation, and one-half cent per bushel to the individual on whose
claim the mine is located.

EDUCATIONAL.

The schools of the Choctaw Nation are fifty-four in number, fifty-two of which are day-
schools, and located in different parts of the nation, divided into three school-districts, for
each of which is annually appropriated $4,000. The remaining two consist of one male and
one female seminary. Spencer Academy, for males, has been in operation since 1844. For
its support the mnation appropriates annually $6,000 for the board of the pupils, while the
Presbyterian Board of Missions pay the salaries of the superintendent and teachers.

New Hope Seminary, a female boarding-school, located near Scullyville, near the eastern
line of their reserve, has 50 pupils, for whose board and other expenses the nation annually
appropriates $5.000, while the Methodist Board of Missions pays the saiaries of the teachers
and such other expenses as the amount appropriated by the nation fails to meet.

In addition to these schools, the Choctaw Nation keeps ten of its most promising scholars
at colleges indifferent States, at an expense the past year of $4,531.95.

THE SEMINOLES.

The Seminoles occupy a tract of 200,000 acres, lying directly west of the Creek reserve.
They are making rapid progress in the accumulation of property, and their buildings and
farms are being enlarged and improvements made each year. Being located on so small a
territory, their habitations are comparatively near each other, and a stimulus is thereby ex-
erted upon each one to appear as far advanced as his neighbor, and their leaders being men
of Christian character and leaders in every faith that tends to civilization and enlighten-
ment, the people follow as near as may be in the line marked out, and are consequently
reaping the benefits in improved farms, increase of stock, and children growing up in intel-
ligence. Their schools number oniy five, but steps are being taken to establish two board-
ing and manual-labor schools in addition to these day-schools, to be under the care and super-
vision of the Baptist and Presbyterian Boards of Home Missions. This is a commendable
step, as its success is insured from the experiments made in the Cherokee, Creek, and Choc-
taw Nations.

The amount of funds annually expended for schools is §2,500 ; but on the establishment
of the two boarding and manual-labor schools it is proposed to take out of the money now
paid per capita the sum of $20,000 and appropriate it to carry on these two schools.

The Seminoles have now reached such a degree of prosperity that they no longer require
as a necessity the $25,000 annually paid per capita among them, and can well afford to use
that sum for educational purposes, trom which they will obtain a hundred-fold more benefit.

There is now owned by members of the Seminole Nation the following amount of stock,
which is continually on the increase, viz: 3,000 horses, 15,000 cattle, 28,000 swine, 2,000
sheep, and 50 mules; and of farm products there have been raised the past year 120,000
bushels of corn, 2,500 bushels of potatoes, 5,000 bushels of sweet potatoes, 250 bushels of
rice, and 8 bales of cotton. Their reservation is divided about as follows : 133,000 acres of
tiliable ground, 150,000 acres of wooded ground, 50,000 acres of grazing-ground, and 67,000
acres of valueless ground, about 12,000 acres of which is under cultivation.

I am thus particular in giving statistical facts in my report, as this being intended for the
publie, is what is most desired by them. To lay before the American people the wonderful
facts of the steady and sure advancement of these five nations in the arts of civilization and
in the ways of knowledge and learning, and of their capacity for self-government is what
will be appreciated by both people and Indians.

UNITED STATES COURTS,

As a measure for the protection of the Indians, and of great need in this Territery, I would
earnestly recommend the establishment of one or more United States courts within the limits
of the Territory, with such jurisdiction as will enable them to punish crime, whether the
parties to the same be United States citizens or Indians. The great source of crimes of all
kinds, almost daily committed within this Territory, is the introduction and sale of spirituous
liquors, large quantities of which are smuggled in or sold in the Territory by parties holding
a license to sell it from the United States Government. The severity of the law and the
vigilance of the authorities fail to keep it out. Occasionally a jug is smashed or a barrel
caved in, but where detection takes place in one case, a hundred escape.

Another great source of continual disturbance is the large number of unauthorized and
irresponsible white intruders in the Territory. Vigorous measures ought at once to be adopted
to carry into effect those treaty stipulations which guarantee to keep these nations free
from persons not duly authorized by law to reside therein. Their number is constantly on
the increase; in one county alone in the Chickasaw Nation it is estimated there are three
thousand.

RELIGIOUS.

There are nearly two hundred church organizations among these Indians, representing the
Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian denominations of Christians, with an aggregate mem-
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bership of over ten thousand, the fruits of the faithful labors of white missionaries, supple-
mented by that of the native pastor. Since the war the number of white missionaries has
so decreased and the few that are left are so feebly supported that most of the religious in-
struction has been given by native preachers directed by the white missionaries.

The meeting-houses of these Indians are, with but fow exceptions, built of logs and similar
in character to their neighborhood school-houses. The seats are of hewed logs without backs
and are not well adapted for sleepy Christians.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. MARSTOX,
Uniled States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

WicHITA AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,
Anadarko, Eighthmonth 21, 1876.

Although scarcely five months have elapsed since taking charge of the affiliated bands on
this reservation, I now make my first annual report of affuirs connected therewith, so far as
they have come to my knowledge or under my observation.

I found the buildings connected with the agency, except that for storing annuity and
subsistence supplies, in good condition, and the Indians well disposed.

A careful enumeration of all the bands belonging to the agency kas recently been made,
showing the whole number of Indians to be 1,220, divided into bands as follows :

Caddoes, including Del .wares and JOWaS - coeooeeaommvee e o ooee e 580
Comanches, two Dands ... a. oo oeon o i 163
W C08S - oo e oo e e 70
A L 17
Tawacanies. .- - oo o i e 100
Keechies - oo e e e 85

Total number of Indians on reservation is.........._...ooo. .o .. ..._.._. 1,220

Of which number there are 385 men, 459 women, 208 boys, and 168 girls.

The Caddoes, numbering 467 persons, principally engaged as_farmers and stock-raisers,
are a quiet, inoffensive people, most of whom have adopted the habits of civilized life. They
are much interested in the school at the agency, and co-operate in securing the punctual ai-
tendance of their children.

The Delawares are also engaged in cultivating the soil and in cattle-raising, and, gen-
erally, their condition in life is similar to that of the Caddoes ; a few of their number, how-
ever, showing less interest in the education of their children. The remnant of 30 Iowas,
who left this reservation two years ago during the disturbance, have now become thoroughly
incorporated with, and are, to all intents, Caddoes. All these bands have at various
times, and from different causes, removed from other portions of the country. Together
they own 1,500 horses, 52 mules, 1,176 head of cattle, and 1,810 swine.

The two bands of Comanches (together 168 persons) have made less advancement than
those first referred to, although very much in advance of their condition a few years ago.

A number of them are now exerting themselves in having houses built for the use of their
separate families, whiie most of the others would do likewise, with some necessary assist-
ance. They cultivate the soil, raising crops of corn and vegetables to a limited extent, as
compared with the Caddoes, send their children to school, and in general conduct them-
selves in an orderly manner. With moderate expenditure and proper encouragement to-
ward assisting them in establishing separate houses, the Comanches of this agency would
in a reasonable time be prepared for abandoning camp-life entirely for houses of their own.
Their domestic animals number 991 horses, 19 mules, 122 swine, and 6 sheep.

Of the several bands of Wacoes, Wichitas, and Tawacanies, there are 387 persons, in
which bands the general characteristics are similar, speaking the same language, and in
various particulars acting as one people. Like the Comanches, they are more interested in
raising horses than cattle or crops, the three bands owning 1,075 horses, 32 mules, 13 head of
cattle, 12 swine, and 10 goats. They are, however, an intelligent, shrewd people, interested in
having their children educated in the school, also in securing separate homes. Many
of them express a desire to have assistance in completing their dwellings, which assistance
they need and deserve.

The Keechies, as a band, are less advanced than any of the others. They number 29
men, 34 women, 13 boys, and 7 girls—85 persons. Several of their chief-men have offered
a horse for assistance in the labor of building bouses, notwithstanding the Keechies are pecu-
niarily the least able to help themselves, the whole number of domestic animals belonging
to the band being but 71 horses, 2 mules, 8 head of cattle, and 4 swine.
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Among the various bands, five different langugges are spoken. The Caddoes and Dela-
wares each have a language of their own; the Comanches have theirs; the Wacoes,
Wichitas, and Tawacanies have the Wichita language in common, while the Keechies
bave theirs, yet unlike any other.

Except the Caddoes, Delawares, and Wacoes, these bands are now occupying the land ot
their fathers; and, being the original settlers, they feel that they are entitled to permanent
homes. The reservation now occupied by them, bounded north by the main Canadian
River, east by the ninety-eighth degrees of west longitude, south by the Washita River, and
west by range 14, has been defined and surveyed, but has never yet been confirmed to them,
and I would suggest that early measures be adopted toward the end that the affiliated
bands be made secure in the homes they are now so desirous to procure and establish.

And now, when so many of these Indians are making efforts to secure comfortable dwell-
ings for themselves, I embrace the opportunity- offered to suggest that a liberal allowance
be made for assisting them in their earlier efforts toward abandoning their present mode ot
life. A number of them have already built, others are now building, and more have ex-
pressed a wish to build houses for themselves, paying the principal part of the expense by
exchanging horses for all the labor, in every instance, however, requiring and needing as-
sistance in procuring material for finishing. Substantial and permauent benefit would be
derived if a moderate sum could be set apart by means of which a suitable person could
always remain with the Indians to assist and instruct them in so many different ways to a
better mode of Jife; also to purchase material for completing their dwellings, after they shall
have procured the building thereof at their own expense.

The most important and practical legislation for benefiting the Indians of this section
would,in my opinion, be the establishment of a United States court, or the adoption ot
some other means for the more prompt administration of justice in this Indian Territory.

Depredation by demoralized white men continues to be a fruitful source of annoyance
and irritation. Within my own knowledge 88 head of horses and mules have been stolen by
white men from the Indians of this reservation, 69 of which have been recovered; and,
while this report is being written, Whitebead, Johnson, and other industrious Caddoes,
deserving better treatment, report having been robbed a few nights ago of 31 head of horses ;
and this being the second loss of the kind that Johnson has suffered the present season, is
very discouraging, and is attended with very serious loss of time and means, even though
a part or all of the stock should be recovered. Of eleven persons, all white, known to have
been engaged in this nefarious business, but two have been captured and convicted. For
various reasons the arrest and trial by judicial process of persons who violate the laws in
this portion of the Indian Territory is attended with so many difficulties as to be almost
impracticable, as the proportion of malefactors to the convicted, as above stated, will
show. Among these reasouns is the reluctance of the Indians to be taken hundreds of miles
away from their homes and domestic affairs, among a people of whom they have no knowl-
edge, and for a purpose they can neither understand nor appreciate. Add to this the pecu-
niary sacrifice for all who are compelled to make the long journey to Fort Smith, in Arkan-
sas, to give testimony against violators of the law, and it is no wonder if the Irdians en-
deavor to avoid such a sacrifice of time, labor, and perhaps crops, with so little prospect of
redress for the losses and wrongs of which they are the victims.

During the past spring a general council of all the bands was held in the woods, at which
no white man was present, for the purpose of discussing the merits of a form of constitu-
tion, submitted by the Okmulgee council; and, after a discussion continuing three days,
they decided to defer their approval for the present, but continue to give their attention to
their erops and live-stock and to the education of their children, leaving political matters for
the younger generation, after they shall have become qualified by education and experience.

At this council, Tyner, a leading man of the Caddoes, spoke as follows, his remarks being
approved by all the bands ;

*“MyY DrAR FRIENDS AND BROTHERS: When our children become educated, then we
might be able to enter upon this constitution, but we are not able just now. I hope they
might wait on us longer, until our children becom® educated, and then we might be able.
We just commence making rails and farms, and raising cattle and hogs, chickens, &ec., and
commence to live like white people. This constitution is like a log in the road—in the way
—just like that. We commence to live like white folks now, and here now something we
all know nothing about, this constitution, comes up before us; but I say one thing more,
that you chiefs say we must not take this constitution now yet for a while, till our children
become educated. Some of us wear blankets and flaps and leggings yet ; that is the reason
we all say that we are not ready just now. Hope they might wait on us a little longer
until we get a good start. So God help us, we poor Indian people.”

Other councils have been held from time to time, in which education and various other ob-
jects pertaining to the general welfare have been discussed with deliberation and decorum.

The remarks of Tyner, above quoted, were interpreted and reported by a young Indian
who has been educated at the agency boarding-school, which institution has been in success-
ful operation during the past year, except during the usual summer vacation. The highest
number of names on the roll during the term recently closed was 103. Of those on the roll
at the close of the term there were 50 Caddoes and Delawares, 33 of whom were boys, and

5 IND
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17 girls : thirty-six belonging to the several bands of Wacoes, Wichitas, Tawacanies, and
Keechies, of whom 26 were boys and 10 were girls ; 7 Comanche boys,and 5 of mixed
blood ; almost one-half of the whole number in attendance during the last term having
never attended any school before. The beneficial influence of this excellent school, iu its
primary work of bringing the children from their homes in the camp to a knowledge of our
language, as well as of the habits and conduct of civilized life, cannot be too often adverted
to, and has been demonstrated to all who have been cognizant of its working. No falling
off in the interest of the Indians regarding the education of their children is apparent—
and the education of Indian children in book-knowledge is certainly as important, and we
know to be fully as practicable, as the education of white children. As each child, on com-
ing from school, becomes, to the extent of his or her acquirements, an educator, there can
be no question that a properly-conducted school for educating the children of Indian pa-
rents is the main element in the great work of civilizing and christianizing the Indians, and
if continued under proper influences will ultimately accomplish that end.

Religious services have been held weekly without any intermission during the past year,
generally attended by the agency employés, and frequently by some adult Indians. The
school-children also receive daily religious instruction in addition to the weekly Sabbath-
school exercises.

A number of the Indians have their homes from fifteen to twenty-five miles from the
agency, to whom the weekly issue of rations works much inconvenience, especially during
the farming season as well as in the winter. The weekly journey occupies fully one-third ot
their time, and I would suggest that for such Indians,situated as they are,endeavoring to
support themselves by their own labor, such change be made as will authorize the issue ot
rations monthly, or at such intervals as may be most convenient and beneficial for them, as
tending to their aid and encouragement in industrial pursuits.

During the year 2,550 buffalo-robes have been dressed and disposed of to the traders,
which, valued at $7 each, produced $17,850, beside smaller skins, such as deer, wolf, beaver,
skunk, &ec., to the amount of $2,550, making the total amount received for robes, furs, and
skins, $20,400.

In view of the large unnecessary expenditure for many Indian superfluities, I have to
suggest that the introduction into this Teiritory of certain articles of merchandise be pro-
hibited. Various articles of no intrinsic value in themselves (although affording large profit
to the traders) are furnished to the Indians, leading them to,and tending to counfirm them
in, habits of idleness and dissipation, and materially obstructing their progress in improve-
ment. This applies notably to the younger Indians, and among the articles referred to as
being not only useless, but in some cases absolutely injurious in their effects, are playing-
cards, poisonous paints, producing diseases of the eye, costly feathers, and hair-pipe, for all
of which large prices are charged, and vanity as well as disposition to idleness of the Indian
-encouraged. Prohibition of all the articles named would save to these Indians a large an-
nual expenditure that is wholly unnecessary, and have the beneficial tendency of diverting
their time and money to more useful purposes.

The season has been favorable for growth of crops, except that the abundant rains two
months ago destroyed the corn and vegetables planted on low ground. A number of small
crops of wheat were unavoidably rendered wholly unfit for breadstuff by continuous rains oc-
curring soon after it was cut, and before the crop could be secured. The now maturing crop
of cgm, estimated at about 45,000 bushels, and vegetables planted on higher ground, is very
good.

I would also suggest that the unwarrantable delay heretofore suffered in the delivery of
supplies by Government contractors has become a burden so grievous as to call loudly for
other measures to be adopted.

Owing to the dilapidated condition of the commissary building more secure means for pro-
tecting annuity and commissary supplies at this agency are necessary ; and the interests of
the Indians and Government are liable to suffer by delay.

The mill has rendered excellent service in grinding corn and sawing lumber for the bene-
fit of the Indians—65,276 feet of lumMer and 41,000 lath having been sawed, 1,400 shingles
made, and 1,791 bushels of corn having been ground.

Referring to the accompanying statistics, furnishing more minute particulars as to the
condition of affairs,

I am, very respectfully,
A. C. WILLIAMS,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Sac AND Fox AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,
Eighthmonth 31, 1876.
SIR : In compliance with instructions from the Indian Department, I have the honor to
submit the following report of the condition of this agency :
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CONDITION.

The condition of the Sac and Fox Indians now on the reservation, numbering 417, may be
considered good, as they have grown excellent crops, and cultivated probably a larger area
than ever before. They are abundantly supplied with ponies and hogs, but comparatively
few of them have cattle,

HABITS AND DISPOSITIONS.

These Indians are so entirely subject to and governed by their time-honored traditional
opinions of education and religion that, while they are entirely tractable to any requirements
coming from authority of the Indian Bureau, still it is with great reluctance that they sub-
mit to these innovatiops of civilization and christianization ; and while the old and unedu-
cated permit these infractions upon their peculiar dogmas, still they will resist it to perse-
cution when coming from those over whom they have control, as has recently been demon-
strated by this tribe, in refusing to allow some of the more enlightened and religiously in-
clined (members of the Baptist Church) to build a house of worship ; and to have these prin-
ciples so instilled as for the Indians to take hold of, or adopt them voluntarily, must come
through the educating, enlightening, and training of the children.

MANUAL-LABOR SCHOOL.

This has, with the exception of a few days, been regularly in session since I took charge
of the agency, with an average attendance of 294, and the progress, under all the surround-
ing circumstances, has been commendable. The main drain from the kitchen had become
obstructed, and all the filthy water from the kitchen and slop-sink had been permitted to run
and scatter underneath the kitchen floor ; and the cellar, which is on the same level, was kept
constantly damp from seeps from insufficient drainage, until unwholesome deposits thus accu-
mulated have been the source of a large amount of sickness, both of the children and em-
ployés of the mission-school. These, with numerous other unwholesome defects, I have
remedied as far as practicable with the limited amount of funds at my disposal for that pur-
pose, and feel confident the result has already proven beneficial. The crop produced on the
school farm this season is reasonably good, wheat yielding about 15 bushels per acre.

Sabbath-school and meeting for worship have been regular.y kept up during the summer,
with manifest interest by the school children and employés, but few of the blanket Indians
attending regularly.

The general health of the tribe has been reasonably good, considering the unusual amount
of rain-fall and the frequent overflow of the various streams in this vicinity. Pah-teck-quaw,

chief, and one of the best Indians in the tribe, deceased on the 16th of July last.

MO-KO-HO-KO BAND.

They were brought to the reservation in the early part of December last, but nearly all
have returned to their former homes in Kansas, and are living vagabond lives, and intruders
on the citizens’ lands there. This band now numbers about 100 souls.

ABSENTEE SHAWNEES.

They number about 647, have no annuity, but are wholly dependent upon their own re
sources, and are prosperous, having raised an abundant crop this summer of everything
usually cultivated in this vicinity. They are civil, well-disposed Indians.

By act of Congress approved May 23, 1872, they were permitted to select from the Pottawa-
tomie reserve, for each adult person who had located and improved his selection, 80 acres, and
children 20 acres ; but owing to the great aversion of some of the tribe to taking allotments,
and the idea that they were not allowed to select equal amounts with the Pottawatomies,
Sam Warrior’s band, numbering nearly one-half of the tribe, moved early in the spring north
of North Fork and west of the Mexican Kickapoo reservation, supposing they might be per-
mitted to join with the Eastern Shawnees and select a reserve of their own. I believe if they
could be permitted to select amounts equal to the Pottawatomies, and this band allowed to
take their quantity in a body, they would return and be satisfied.

THE SCHOOL.

The Shawnee school has been in session all the summer, with the exception of two weeks’
vacation during the present month. Owing to the limited amount of means at my disposal
for its support, the expenditure outside of the wages of employés has been merely nominal
even for the number, being seven to ten, who have been retained here as boarding-scholars.
About the same number of day-scholars have attended. The crop on this farm, which con-
sists of about 40 acres of cultivated land, is excellent, and they have an abundant supply of
all kinds of vegetables for their table use. Bible schools and meetings are held on Sabbath
and they collect for devotional purposes each evening.
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MEXICAN KICKAPOOS.

They number 312, and, considering their long nomadic customs, have done remarkably well
this season, and have raised fine crops of corn, beans, pumpkins, and melons. They seem to
be restless and hard to satisfy, and have expressed threats of returning to their former location
and practice if their wishes and requests are not more fully complied with. Here per-
mit me to allude to what they claim as treaty conditions or stipulations upon which they
agreed to leave Mexico, and a part of which I have good cause to believe were promised
and have not been complied with, 7. e, presents to chief Che-gnaw-me-ko-ho-ko to the
amount of $500, and Mas-que-to’s band, who have never received anything yet in the way of
presents. I should regret exceedingly to see the successful fruits of the labor bestowed and
money expended blasted before it ripens into beneficial results, from a failure of the De-
partment to comply with promises made them in good faith.

The baneful influence of unauthorized white men upon these reserves, and particularly
among the Shawnees, is very much to be deplored; but where the source of retribution is so
remote, and the expense and difficulty of conviction so great, outlaws feel very much as if
they had free license to remain and carry on their nefarious employment with impunity.

CONCLUSION,

Permit me to say that, although the results of my labors here do not manifest themselves
to any considerable degree, yet I feel confident some good has been accomplished since I
took charge of the agency in Secondmonth last. :

For information in detail, I would respectfully refer to statistical report herewith forwarded,
which I am sorry to say, in many of the numbers and quantities, falls below former reports
from this agency.

Respectfully, :
LEVI WOODARD,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY,
Lawrence, Kans., September 22, 1876.
Sir: I assumed charge of this office on the 1st of February last. The records show that
the jurisdiction extends at this time over ten agencies, as follows :

L=
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Title of agency. Tribes. Agent. £
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225
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1. Indians in Kansas .......... Pottawatomies, Kickapoos, Chip- | M. H. Newlin .c...coocoo. oo .. 1, 000
pewas, and Munsees.
2. QUAPAW..verereurerannnnn- Quapaws, Peorias, Miamis, &ec., | H. W.Joneg .....ccuveeenna... 1, 300

Ottawas, Wyandotts, Eastern
Shawnees, Senecas, Modocs.

3 Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, | S. W.Marston............... 54, 000
Chickasaws, Seminoles.
4. C.Beede .......... 2,700
5. C. Beede 500
6. . W. Burgess . 2,000
7. Sac and L. Woodard ......... 1, 500
Kickapoos.
8. Cheyenne and Arapahoe ...| Southern Cheyennes, Southern | J.D.MileS....ceuvovenruunnn. 4,000
Arapahoes, Arapahoes.
9, Wichita .cooveeenenenannn... Wichitas, Caddoes, and affili- | A.C. Williams............... 1,200
ated bands,
10. Kiowa and Comanche .....| Kiowas, Comanches, Apaches..| J. M. Haworth............... 3,000
LT N P DN 71, 200

Excepting the Union agency, the official correspondence of all these agents is conducted
through this office, and their quarterly accounts are examined herein nd, if necessary, re-
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turned to them for correction. The five tribes of the Union agency were formerly included
in the Southern Superintendency, and upon its discontinuance in 1870 they were transferred
to the Central ; but soon after their transfer, the superintendent was released from any fur-
ther oversight of them than such as is required by their several treaties or such as may be
specially directed by the Department, and the official correspondence of their agent does not
pass through this office, nor are his accounts presented here for examination. While this
plan relieves the superintendent of much labor and responsibility, it is evident that he has
little opportunity of becoming intimately acquainted with the affairs of these tribes and of
exercising any influence in their management, although they are under his jurisdiction.
Perhaps this is of the less consequence, inasmuch as they are self-supporting, and mainly
conduct their own affairs.

The agency of the captive Indians established on the Quapaw reservation in April, 1875,
was transferred to my jurisdiction soon after I entered upon official duty, but as no Indians
were ever removed to that location, there seemed to be no necessity for its continuance, and
it was accordingly abolished on 30th of April last.

In inviting special attention to the most interesting and important features of the work in
these several agencies, I disclaim any official credit for theslarge measure of success appar-
ent, and which is the result of patient, persevering, and faithful effort on the part of my
predecessor and of such of the ageats as have given years to what they have undertaken.
The agent is the most important officer in the whole Indian service. His efficiency may be
greatly promoted by a wise supervision and co-operation on the part of his superiors, and
it may also be sadly crippled by the lack of these; but no measure of administrative
ability in higher officials is an equivalent for defective capacity, industry, and integrity on
the part of the agent. Itis, furthermore, impossible for one who has not a familiarity with
the details of an agent’s duty to appreciate the difficulties surrounding a position whose
occupant is expected to achieve success, but whose diseretionary authority to do anything
is very slight, and who, from remoteness of location, must often wait for weeks for permis-
sion to carry out the simplest preseriptions of common sense. It is, theretore, all the more
gratifying to be able to discover improvement year after year in a work whose difficulties,
both inherent and adventitious. are such as, in the opinion of some men, to place it in the
category of impossibilities. Those whose connection with Indians is such as to give them
a deep personal interest iu the appropriations made for their benefit are usually able to per-
suade themselves, and unfortunately too often others also, that the expenditure of money
for the purposes of education and civilization is mere waste, and that the whole of it should
either be paid to the Indians per capita, or invested in such supplies as they themselves have
for sale. As these men profess to speak from observation, they are often accredited as im-
partial witnesses, while the reports of agents are too apt to be considered rose-colored
and ex parte, and therefore to be accepted with much aliowance. It is, therefore, a pleasure
to me to be able to corroborate the statements of the several agents of this superintendency
as made in their annual reports herewith presented, and to emphasize my conviction that
their concurrent testimony to progress in the right direction is the straightforward verdict of
men,of correct observation who have witnessed what they report. I am, furthermore, fully
convinced that at most of the agencies the proportion of labor performed by white employés
has steadily diminished, while that performed by Indians has increased.

AGENCY OF INDIANS IN KANSAS.

Pottawatomies, ( Prairie band.)—Three years ago these Indians were exceedingly preju-
diced against civilization. A school house had been built’and teachers and care-takers pro-
vided for their children ; but after fruitless delay it became necessary to discharge these
employés, because the Indians steadily refused to allow any children to enter school. Upon
the appointment of the present agent there was no house for him upon the reservation. He
determined to take up his abode at the school-building, and soon succeeded in gathering
therein a few neglected orphaus, for whom he carefuily provided, assuming the duties of
teacher himself. In a short time the number of children increased, a school was regularly
opened, and in a little over a year the applicants for admission were more than the building
would accommodate. The sturdy opposition of ignorance and superstition has gradually
given place to quiet endurance on the part of all,and to hearty co-operation on the part of
many. A farm of 93 acres is cultivated mostly by the school-boys, who are systematically
trained in farm-work, feeding and caring for stock, chopping wood, &ec.; while the girls are
also drilled in house-work and kitchen-duties. As these operations have been going on at
the school, the Indians have been closely watching every step of progress and imitating
what they have seen. Improved houses, enlarged fields, stronger fences, provender for
stock in winter, small herds of cattle, a larger number of hogs, water from wells instead of
from creeks, increased demand for plows and wagons—all these have followed, and more this
year than ever. Any one who has witnessed this will hardly doubt the benefit of industrial
schools for Indians. It is true this improvement is not wholly the result of the school. It
was from general good management ; but the school was one of the principal forces which
this managewent employed. .

Kickapoos.—The progress in this tribe is retarded by an unfortunate difference of opinion
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as to removing to the Indian Territory. This step is urged very strongly by some of their
most prominent men, but is not generally approved. Those who desire to go are indisposed
to make improvements on their present reservation, and those who are opposed to removal
are discouraged to some extent, lest their labor in building better houses, enlarging farms,
&c., be thrown away. I see no important advantage likely to result from their removal.
They are orderly and live in peace with the neighboring white people; their reservation is
well adapted to their needs, and if they were to leave it, there is no probability that they
would be able to realize any considerable amount from its sale in the present depressed
state of the land-market. Their incorporation with the Mexican Kickapoos in the Indian
Territory would not be favorable to their improvement, and several years would be required
to enable them to procure their present convenience and means of self-support. If, however,
it is the settled determination of the Department that they must ultimately go to the Indian
Territory, and Congress will advance the necessary funds for their settlement, it may notbe
best to delay their removal longer than till such time as the larger portion of the tribe shall
consent thereto.

Chippewas and Munsees..—These 61 Indians live on their allotments in the heart of the set-
tled portion of Kansas, under the fatherly care of their Moravian missionary, with such
quietness and propriety of conduct as in no degree to disturb the sensitiveness of the body-
politic. )

QUAPAW AGENCY.

The Quapaws should be consolidated with the Osages, who have already received at least
one-half of them, and are willing to receive the remainder; they speak the same language,
and would completely affiliate. The Quapaw reservation would then furnish an excellent
home for the Poncas, whose removal was provided for at the last session of Congress ; the
sum of $25,000 is not, however, sufficient for the purchase of this reservation, and the re-
moval and settlement of the Poncas.

The Modocs continue to merit the good reputation which they have acquired since their
location in the Indian Territory, about three years ago ; they have proven themselves indus-
trious, tractable, and sober. Although residing within three miles of Seneca, Mo., where
liquor is offered for sale; not one of the Modocs has been intoxicated.

The other tribes of this agency are also doing well; they are increasingly interesting
themselves in the cultivation of the soil, the education of their children, and the promotion
among themselves of temperate habits. The two or three hundred families of this agency
have built within the year nineteen houses, broken over seven hundred acres of prairie, of
which over five hundred have been fenced, and have made over six thousand rods of new
fence, while of their three hundred children of suitable age, two hundred and seventy-eight
have been in school. These facts are notevidences of decline, and it needs no prophet to
foresee thata continuance of the disposition manifested by these Indians must result in com-
plete civilization.

OSAGE AGENCY.

In order to secure buffalo meat and robes the Osages were allowed by their agents to go
to the plains last fall; but their hunt was entirely unsuccesstul. Since their return they
have remained quietly on their reservation, and no reports have reached me of any depreda-
tions committed by them during the year past. The crops of wheat put in at different points of
their reservation yielded well, and their corn and vegetables were in a promising condition
until about the close of wheat harvest, when an immense rain-fall occurred, floating away
newly-made wheat-shocks, ruining much of the growing corn, carrying off fences, &c. At
the ageney the water rose 50 feet above the ordinary level of the creek, and considerable
damage was done to the mill, and to flour and grain stored therein. This calamity will
render necessary a large supply of food from other sources, and owing to the failure of an
expected appropriation it will be a most difficult problem to keep these Indians quiet upon
their reservation. Fortwo years past Congress has appropriated at the request of the Osages
an ample amount of their own tribal funds held in trust for them by the Government, and
thus they have been subsisting and aided in settling themselves upon their reservation.
This aid should have been continued for the same purpose, so far as needful, and thereby all
necessity taken away for them to leave their reservation in search of food and clothing.
They do not need, neither do they ask, for the bounty of the Government. The funds are
their ewn, and the Government is their guardian. I recommend immediate action of Con-
gress at its next session.

The industrial boarding school was continued through most of last fiscal year, with an
enrollment of 94. The last two months of its continuance the salaries of teachers and
others engaged in conducting it were paid by douations from the agent, his employés,
traders, &c., on account of the failure of funds applicable to its support. A large addition
to the school-building was compieted last year by late Agent Gibson, and there is now
room for the accommodation of two hundred pupils. But the usefulness of the institution
will be sadly crippled this year by the failure of the appropriation asked for by the Osages.
The Roman Catholic school at Osage Mission, Kansas, has also boarded, clothed, and edu-
cated one hundred and five Osage children during the past year.
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KAW AGENCY.

This is continued as a distinct agency, but its duties are assigned to the agent of the
Osages, the two reservations being contiguous, and both tribes speaking the same language.
The Kaws suffered similar damage to their crops by the immense freshet described above.
They have a good reservation, and in the short time they have occupied it they have made
substantial improvements thereon, having 65 farms and 600 acres in cultivation. ~Their in-
dustrial boarding-school has been very well sustained, and the children have made excellent
progress in their studies. Forty-seven children have been in attendance with unusual regu-
larity. Through the liberality of Congress the usefulness of this school can be continued the
present fiscal year.

PAWNEE AGENCY.

The Pawnees have at last been gathered together upon their new home west of the Ar-
kansas River, and those who are familiar with the immediate results of removing Indians
will not expect many evidences of progress beyond the satisfaction which they exhibit with
their location, and the resolution with which they have undertaken with small means to
establish themselves in it. No provision whatever having been made by Congress for their
removal, everything had to be done under great disadvantages. The recent act providing for
the sale of their lands in Nebraska, and advancing funds for their settlement, will be of great
service in laying a foundation upon which it is hoped their future prosperity will be secured.
It will be observed that in the improvements already made upon this reservation, Indian
labor has been employed to a considerable extent, and has proven very serviceable. ~This
agency was transferred to the Central Superintendency from the Northern in May last, Itis
very creditable both to the managers of the school and to the disposition of the Indians that
so Jarge a day-school has been maintained. It is very seldom that a daily attendance of
one hundred Indian children is secured, unless there are arrangements for boarding them.

SAC AND FOX AGENCY.

The Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi, having a large moneyed annuity, are under little
necessity to make exertions for their support, and for that reason are doing less in farming
and other industries than might otherwise be expected. They are thus able to keep up, to a
copsiderable extent, the old Indian habits; and these habits in turn keep them under the
influence of superstitious notions. Under treaty arrangement an industrial boarding-school
is maintained from the funds of the tribe, and nearly one-half of their children are receiving
its benefits. The influence of this school is very perceptible upon many of the adult Indians,
notwithstanding the neutralizing effect of their large annuity.

The Absentee Shawnees left their tribe many years ago, and finally located in what was
then the Creek country. Their loyalty during the war of the rebellion caused their expul-
sion from the Territory, with the loss of their houses, fences, stock, &c. At the close of
the war they returned to their former location and commenced life anew. By energy, indus-
try, and perseverance, they have maintained themselves, and about one-half of them have
good farms, houses, herds of cattle, horses, and hogs. A day-school has been maintained
for them for several years: but very few live near enough for their children to attend. A
small building was erected last year in which a few children have been boarded. I have
already asked permission to enlarge the building so as to accommodate a larger number of
the children. These Indians do not ask for much aid from the Government. They are
self-reliant, and it is a pleasure to witness their good management and the thrift that comes
by it.

In the act approved May 23, 1872, their allotments were not made equal to those of the
citizen Pottawatomies. I heartily recommend that they be allowed the same quantity,
and that the Black Bob Shawnees be permitted to consolidate with them, and to have an
equal privilege. The latter are homeless wanderers, and should be encouraged to locate.
They can never regain the possession of their lands in Kansas, and it is very uncertain
when Congress will take any action for the sale of said lands, which for a long time have
been occupied by white settlers.

CHEYENNES AND ARAPAHOES.

The Cheyennes have manifested a greater interest than in any preceding year in agricul-
tural and stock-raising pursuits. When we consider their antecedents it must be confessed
that their present condition is full of interest. Never before have they been willing to have
their children placed in school. This year the school-buildings, although recently enlarged,
have been quite insufficient to accommodate the applicants. They seem to be reaching the
conclusion that their continued existence depends upon laying aside warlike habits and
adopting the methods of white men. This disposition should be fostered by every means at
the command of the Government. Not only should they be aided by necessary subsistence,
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but their freshly-awakened activity in cultivating the soil should be stimulated by presents
ofdstock and of simple agricultural implements to such as will make the proper use of such
aids.

The Arapahoes coutinue to deserve the favorable reports made of them last year.
Although the agent was able torender hem very little assistance, they have pressed through
difficulties, and are realizing good crops on their lots of a few acres. The frequency of dry
summers in this region renders farming an uncertain business ; hence the disposition to raise
cattle should be encouraged. No better investment could be made than for cows to be given
to such Arapahoes and Cheyennes as would care for them. Even if some of them should
be lost through want of care and skill, the failure would not be complete, and persistence
in this direction would result in ultimate success.

The condition of the industrial school at this agency deserves thoughtful consideration, on
account of the prominence given to industrial matters. One hundred and twelve Cheyenne
and Arapahoe children have not only had the privilege of the drill and the methods of the
school-room, but have heen trained in such industries as they will need to follow in after life.
Their energies have been stimulated by the expectation of an individual interest in the results
of their labors, and those who were in school last year have been assisted in expending
their share of last year’s products wisely and economically in eattle and clothing. The
Cheyenne chiefs, in placing their children in school this year for the first time, sold robes
and purchased cattle, so as to placethem on the same footing with those who were in school
last year. The school-boys now have a herd of 25, their own property, and the school has the
benefit of the milk and butter. They expect to sell their half of the corn-crop, cultivated by
themselves on the agency-farm, and with the proceeds to purchase more clothing and cattle,
while the other half will suffice to feed the agency-stock this winter. The girls have been
making garments for sale to the traders, and exchanging them for such clothing as they
need. I know that the above is no fancy sketch: it is a joyful reality.

The novel proposition of Agent Miles to transport all the supplies for his agency by Indian
labor from Wichita, Kans., one hundred and sixty-five miles, is full of merit. Agent Williams
has made a similar proposition, and I presume that all the agents of the Indian Territory
who require wagon-transportation of supplies would be willing to enter into a similar
arrangement. As there is doubt whether under the present law the proposition can be
accepted, I respectfully recommend such legislation as will authorize all the agents to direct
the activities of their Indians in so profitable a direction. I sincerely hope that the lucid
statement of the advantages of this plan made by Agent Miles will impress itself favorably
upon members of Congress.

WICHITA AGENCY

The Wichitas, Caddoes, and affiliated bands have had another successful year in their agri-
cultural pursuits, and well deserve such assistance as may be required and recommended by
their agent in their efforts to secure better dwellings. It is useless to build houses for Indians
who do not want them, but when they are anxious for them, and will do most of the work
themselves, it is very important to assist them with a moderate amount of skilled labor, and
with materials for doors, windows, &c. Congress should also authorize allotments of land in
legal subdivisions to these Indians, that they may have the stimulus of individual owner-
ship and feel a greater security in their homesteads.

The industrial boarding-school has had 103 children in attendance, and is exerting a
good influence. Efforts will be made to extend its industrial department the ensuing season.

The recommendation of Agent Willixms relative to useless and injurious articles offered in
trade to Indians is fully approved.

KIOWA AND COMANCHE AGENCY.

The Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches have not only given no trouble to the Government
this year, but have shown themselves willing to enforce law and order by their own exer-
tions. A few years ago their disposition in this respect was the reverse of this. The propi-
tiousness of last year rendering their first attempt at agriculture so successful, they entered
more largely and with greater earnestness into farm-work this season. Their experiment in
stock-raising is also in hopeful progress, and should receive hearty encouragement. The
question in regard to the removal of this agency should be definitely settled. If it is to be
continued at its present location, extensive repairs are absolutely necessary. 1fit is to be
removed, this sbould be done at once, so that preparations for next year’s crop may be made.
In either case the necessary appropriation should be provided at an early period of the next
session of Congress. After full consideration of the advantages and disadvantages of the
several propositions in regard to this subject, I concur with Agent Haworth in recommend-
ing that the Indians be transferred to the Washita River, on the northeastern border of their
reservation.

The boarding-school, considering the unfitness of the building, has been very successful.
None of the children of these Indians were ever in school till last year. The most of them
can read quite fluently in Edwards’s Analytical First Reader,and are making progress in
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primary arithmetic, geography, &ec. The small field provided for the boys has been well
cultivated, but in the present location of the school there is very little opportunity for the
prosecution of industrial training. If the Indians are removed, this point should receive
especial care in the provisions for a new school-building. A good farm should be opened in
connection therewith, and arrangements made for the education of the boys in stock-raising
and in other branches of husbandry.

INTEMPERANCE.

The commendable efforts of the several agents to inculcate temperate habits in their Indians
should be seconded by a prohibitory law. In the revision of the statutes, either by inad-
vertence or otherwise, the restriction upon the sale of spirituous liquors to Indians when off
their reservations was omitted, and very bad results have followed. It should be a penal
offense to sell spirituous liquors to Indians anywhere.

CRIMES OF INDIANS AGAINST INDIANS.

The laws of the United States should be extended to Indians as well as to citizeus, and
to this end the Indian Territory should be made a judicial district, with all the appointments
necessary for a vigorous enforcement of law. Its attachment to the district of Arkansas is
quite useless to the ends of justice, except in the eastern portions of the Territory, and as
the law now is no prosecution can be made in any United States court of any erime of one
Indian against another. Our legislators have much faith in law for white men; I wish it
were possible to persuade them that it is equally beneficial to Indians. Crime always pro-
vokes some sort of retribution. If this retribution is dispensed by the law, that is usually an
end of the matter; but when law fails to be executed, private revenge takes its place, and
this in turfi provokes still further private revenge, and thus one murder often becomes the
cause of many other successive murders, each committed in retaliation for that which imwme-
diately preceded it. No wonder, then, that God has sanctioned human law for its very
beneficence and has clothed it with majesty, Why should it be withheld from Indians.

ALLOTMENTS.

As fast as Indians are prepared to settle, inalienable homesteads should be secured to them
in legal subdivisions.

MONEYED ANNUITIES.

The disadvantages of these have so often been set forth unavailingly, that it would seem
to be a waste of labor to say anything more. The moneys held by the Government from
which these annuities are derived should be gradually converted into beneficiary fuuds, the
interest of which should be applied to education, agricultural assistance, hospitals, asylums,
medical attendance, &c., according to the necessities of the several tribes. In some instances
portions of the principal itself might possibly be expended beneficially. At all events, when
an Indian dies his annuity should never go back into the common fund of the tribe, but
should be set apart for some beneficial purpose. In this way, in the course of one geuneration,
a complete revolution would be made in the distribution of the annuities, and it would occur
so gradually, that no disturbance would be created, while the Indians would still be receiving
the full value of that which is held in trust for them by the Government. There is no im-
propriety in the assumption of this degree of control over the mode of dispensing their funds
to them, and it is fully warranted by the principle that it is the duty of the guardian to use
the property of the ward in such way as will promote the highest interest of the latter.

GENERAL COUNCIL.

The treaties with the Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws, Choctaws, and Seminoles provide
that a general council of the tribes resident in the Indian Territory may be held at the ex
pense of the United States annually. In all these treaties this council is empowered to
legislate upon certain specified subjects, while the iangnage of the Choctaw and Chickasaw
treaty implies the organization of a definite government for the several tribes represented in
said council. The first session of this council was held in 1870, and Congress has regularly

rovided for an annual session from that time to this, the appropriations therefor aggregating

66,500. These sessions bave been regularly held at Okmulgee, the capital of the Creek
Nation, and nearly or quite all of the tribes resident in the Indian Territory have been repre-
sented therein. The reports made to this council on agricultural and educational matters
have been highly interesting, and the commingling of delegations has doubtless been bene-
ficial in various ways. Itremains, however, to be acknowledged that as a legislative body this
council has proved a complete failure, inasmuch as it has never accomplished a single act ot
legislation. Indeed, from the very nature of the case, no effective legislation can be enacted
by this council, as there isno provision whatever for the execution of any law which it might
pass, and beyond the advantages mentioned as incidental to the meeting of delegates I know
of none likely to result from a further continuance of this body. In all the treaties the In-
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dians simply agree that the council may be held. The natural conclusion is that the Gov-
ernment may continue or dispense with it, as it may deem best.

RELIGIOUS INTERESTS.

It is not considered the duty of the Government to provide for the teaching of any secta
rian scheme of religion. It has been, however, the constant aim of our agents to inculcate
the great principles of Christianity upon those who come under their influence, and to en-
force their teaching by a consistent example. In this way the prejudices and superstitions
of the Indians are gradually yielding, and many of them are sincerely inquiring for further
knowledge of that revelation through which only the highest type of manhood can be de-
veloped. To these it is as the breaking of the day. Their perceptions of Divine Truth are
very indistinct. They still grope in semi-darkness. I close this report with the devout
]wyi:ls]h that they may be encouraged and aided to press on from the dawning to the day-
ight.

Respectfully,
WM. NICHOLSON,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

AGENCY INDIANS IN KANSAS,
Ninthmonth 6,1876.

In accordance with instructions from the Indian Bureau, under date of Seventhmonth 28,
1876, I herewith forward my fourth annual report of the situation of the tribes in this
agency, consisting of the Prairie band of Pottawatomies, Kickapoos, and the Chippewa and
Munsee Indians, numbering in the aggregate 990 persons, including absentees.

The Prairie band numbers 482 persons present on their reserve, about 180 in Wisconsin,
and 15 in the Indian Territory, making a total of 677, who are entitled to participate in the
privileges of the tribe. The absentees residing in Wisconsin have been repeatedly urged
to return and remain on their reserve, where they might avail themselves of the educational
and agricultural advantages enjoyed by their brethren. About 80 have at different times been
induced to do so, through persuasion and pecuniary assistance, but after remaining a short
time 25 per cent. have returned to their old homes and associations. They subsist by labor-
ing for lumbermen, picking berries, and hunting, and have but little stock or other property.
Those in the Indian Territory have been absent since 1864, and have been associated with
the Mexican Kickapoos.

The Prairie band has a permament annuity of $20,595.76, ample funds for support of
school, blacksmith and wagon shops, and purchase of agricultural implements. Their
reserve, located in Jackson County, Kansas, contains 77,357.57 acres of land, adapted in about
the proper proportions for farming and grazing purposes, sufficiently timbered to furnish
necessary fencing and fire-wood, and excellently watered by healthy, running streams. They
have more variety and a larger quantity of the necessaries of life planted than in any pre-
vious year to my knowledge; have kept their breaking-plows running in proper season ;
enlarged their farms with substantial fences of rails made by their own labor; built log
and frame houses; sunk and walled several wells, and greatly improved their system of
farming, having given their fields and gardens the requisite attention and cultivation to real-
ze for themselves full crops of all seeds planted. They have comparatively large num-
bers of ponies, American horses, mules, and hogs. Though as a people they prefer raising
ponies to any other kind of stock, a disposition to raise cattle is developing among them
quite as fast as could be expected. The advancement in this tribe has not been confined, to
persons of mixed blood or those who have been associated with the whites, but includes all
classes, and in many instances those who are most prejudiced against the white race and
the civilization that distinguishes it. Many of them have changed their open fire and rude
cooking-utensils for cooking-stoves,and substituted a table with its complement of dishes
for the mat and wooden bowls and spoons.

This is the progress of civilization, with its practical results, that strips the Indians of
buck-skin and feathers, and clothes them in the dress of civilization, teaches them by degrees
and understandingly the English language, secures to them domestic comfort and ease, in-
creased population, and an independence of tribe or clique, without which no people can
ever be elevated in the scale of humanity.

The Kickapoo Indians number 252 persons, including some allottees under the treaty or
1862, who have not received their pro-rata shares of the cash credits of the tribe. Seven
persons of this class did receive their pro-rata shares during the year, being deemed qualified
for citizenship by my predecessor. My experience with this class of Indians has been
such as to convince me that very few are prepared to assume such responsibilities, and
certainly are not until they speak the Engiish language, have hud experience in busines
transactions, and are of temperate habits, I cousider, however, that by giving to each In
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dian a certificate-title for his proportion of land, leaving his money in the charge of the
Government, individual enterprise will be promoted, more substantial and convenient build-
ings erected, and the Indian more rapidly and surely fitted for the duties of citizenship
than by any other method.

The Kickapoos have an investment oi $128.590, the interest of which is paid to them
as annuity. They also have $93,581.09 held in lieu of investment, the interest of which is
expended for support of school and purchase of agricultural implements. Their reserve,
Jocated in Brown County, Kansas, contains 20,273.53 acres of land, excellently suited for
farming and grazing purposes, is well watered, and moderately timbered.

They are an agricultural people, many of them having fields of from 40 to 60 acres in
area, and a few of the allottees even more. In addition to corn, potatoes, wheat, and vege-
tables, they raise barley and broom-corn. For several years their crops were very short, in
consequence of the ravages of the grasshoppers; but this year they have the promise of full
crops, which, with the assistance of their annuity, will enable them to live, make needed
additions to their dwelling-houses, and to erect others. - They have horses, cattle, and hogs,
and are desirous of increasing them all. In consequence of a division in this tribe in re-
gard to moving south, they have failed to make the progiess which could reasonably be ex-
pected from their experience, their ability, and the tenacity with which they hold property.
This tribe is rapidly losing its traditions, and a majority seem to prefer the example of white
people to that of extremists of their own race.

The Chippewa and Munsee Indians numbers 61 persons. They have an investment or
$42,792.60, the interest of which is paid to them as an annnity. They reside in Franklin
County, Kansas, on individual allotments of land, which they hold by certificate-title from
the Government. These people are thrifty and entetprising, have good houses, farms, barns,
orchards, vineyards, herds of cattle, horses, and hogs, and speak the English language.

During the year I have issued to the Prairie band all the wagons, mowing-machines, har-
ness, and agricultural implements needed for their present wants. I have also issued to the
Kickapoo Indians as many of such articles as their funds for the purpose would admit of
purchasing. By unremitting attention, the reserves of these Indians have been protected
from depredations, and their stock, unlawfully seized by whites, has been recovered, generally

without resorting to the courts.

At the spring term of the United States district court for the district of Kansas, held in
Topeka, Kans., the presiding judge declared that according to the law it was no legal crime
to sell whisky to an Indian when absent from his reserve. This decision enables the In-
dians in Kansas to buy whisky as readily as white men, as there are villages contiguous to
their reserves where liquor is sold The decision has removed all fear of legal punishment
from the minds of those who are licensed to sell, as well as from the minds of those pests of
society who would get a few dollars at the expense of prostituting and ruining a whole people.
The consequences were truly alarming. 'I'he Indians gave loose rein to their appetite;
drunkenness and brawls were common, and industry seemed suddenly paralyzed. I used
every effort and influence in my power, and, with the assistance of good men among the
Indians, succeeded in reducing the evil. About one-fourth of the Indians in the agency are
drinking men, and will seek whisky ; another fourth will drink it if placed in their way.
These have not the moral force to resist the temptation and not sufficient regard for their
pecuniary interests or health to appreciate the losses and evils that drunkenness entails.
This evil is the greatest obstacle to civilization that exists, and it is of paramount impor-
tance to the welfare of the Indians that such laws may be enacted as will prevent the sale of
intoxicating liquor to them, .

At the Pottawatomie mission there are commodious and well-arranged buildings for
school purposes, consisting of school-house, mission and boarding house, laundry and
smoke-house, and barn, and a farm of 63 acres, which is cultivated for the benefit of the
school. Qut of 65 children in this tribe of suitable age to attend school, 42 have been en-
rolled, and 28 have been in regular attendance during the year.

The buildings at the Kickapoo mission are not so large or convenient as at the Pottawat
omie mission, but by effort are made to meet the requirements. There is a farm of 35 acres
attached to this mission. There are 55 children of suitable age to attend school in this tribe,
of whom 39 were enrolled and 26 in regular attendance during the year.

The boys at these missions are taught to feed and handle stock, and perform labor on the
farms suited to their age and strength. The girls are taught to sew and perform general
household duties. Both boys and girls do their work well and cheerfully, and actually re-
duce the expenses of operating the missions. By this system we expect to impart practical
knowledge of the occupation which it will best subserve their interests to follow, and to firmly
implant in their minds habits of industry and economy.

The Chippewa and Munsee school is supported by the mission board of the Moravian
Church North. This board annually contributes an amount approximating $500 per annum
or support of the school and mission.  The resident missionary manifests great interest in
the religious and moral elevation of these Indians, and is of material service to them in tem-
poral matters.

The Pottawatomie mission-school has 4 horses, 26 head of cattle, 80 head of hogs, and
250 chickens and turkeys. With the exception of 5 head of cattle and the horses, they have
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all been raised at the mission-farm. The Kickapoo school has mules, cattle, and hogs. The
farms at both missions will produce full crops, which, with the proper disposition of stock on
hand, will considerably reduce the expenses of maintaining the missions.

Too high an estimate cannot be placed on the religious, moral, and practically useful in-
fluences of these schools. They not only bring the children in contact with religious and
cultivated persons, but through them reach their parents and friends, who visit them. The
improved health and deportment of their children and their ability to read, write, and figure
for them has convinced the adults that their children are learning that which makes the
white race powerful, and their affection for those placed in charge of them is a proof that they
are kindly treated. Through the schools the adult Indians have learned that a regard for
virtue has its reward in the respect entertained for those who practice it, and that no good
thing is expected from an untruthful or immoral source. Though we do not obtain actual
expressions of religious conviction, I have not a doubt but that these influences are gradu-
ally enlightening the Indians to a better conception of true religion.

Until three years ago the Prairie band had not sent their children to school or had the ad-
vantages of religious instruction, or even example, no agent or missionary having resided
among them. Living within a short distance of religious white communities and almost in
hearing of church-bells, they isolated themselves from the balance of their own people, and
were strangers to the voices of friendship and advice. Hence, while within reach of inesti-
mable knowledge, they cultivated and cherished those religious traditions and customs which
deepened in their minds dislike of revealed religion, and prejudice against those who taught
it. To be learned in these traditions was a position of honor; therefore it will not seem
strange that the ablest and best-informed men in the tribe made these subjects their greatest
study. These men are generally practical on other subjects, but introduce religious ques-
tions, and they become adamant. They say, ‘‘ We have the knowledge that we must hold
to our belief until our Saviour comes and redeems us: that any deviation or departure from
it will delay his coming.” This belief must be persistently attacked. To overthrow it is
not the work of a month or a year. It requires incessant and prudent effort through every
individual brought in contact with them in every business transaction and through every in-
fluence that can be exerted. By pursuing this course, a modification of their extreme views
has already been accomplished, and when the school children, with their changed habits and
different views, commence to move among them in the discharge of the duties of life, their
influence, in addition to other agencies, will, I have no doubt, hasten the consummation of
our hope that these Indians will accept the religion of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

A school was established among the Kickapoo Indians in 1858, terminated in 1859, and
was resumed again in 1867, since which time it has been in continual operation. Since
1858 they had the advantages of missionary labors by different denominations of Christians.
About one-third of the tribe have accepted the teachings of these missionaries, as the only
plan by which to gain eternal life.

Every Sabbath, in their churches, native preachers express these truths to their people
They have no ideas of sectarian views, but preach all they have been taught that, in their
judgment, will make their people better men and women. The effort of these Indian
preachers, rude though it may seem, had the principle of faith for its origin, and time and
determined opposition have proved its sincerity. Uneducated, surrounded by men entertain-
ing superstitious and dangerous beliefs, they have faithfully labored for the regeneration of
their race; the most exalted intellect could do no more.

The improved religious and moral sentiment, and the advancement of the temporal in-
terests of the Indians in this agency, furnish abundant reason for congratulation by their
friends. I am deeply and sincerely thankful that the experience of another year proves the
civilization of the Indian to be a less difficult problem than hitherto.

Herewith forwarded find statistical report for Pottawatomie and Kickapoo tribes of Indians.

Thine, truly,
M. H. NEWLIN,
United States Indian Agent.
WiLLiAM NICHOLSON,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kans,

OFFICE OF MACKINAC INDIAN AGENCY,
Ypsilanti, Michigan, August 31, 1876,

SIR: I have the honor to submit to you my first annual report since my connection with
the Indians of this agency. I received your instructions in the early part of the month of
May last, consequently the time has not been of long duration since [ have been in charge ;
and although I at ouce gave my attention to familiarizing myself with the requirements of
the position, still I have not been able to accomplisif as much as I had hoped in acquiring
a knowledge of their wants and general condition, or in making as thorough an investiga-
tion of their progressin the various steps towards civilization, owing to the want of the ne-
cessary funds to defray the expenses incident to such an investigation.
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I have, however, visited most of the principal settlements, and am pleased to be able to
eport that in most cases they are endeavoring to improve their lands by clearing the heavy
timber from and cultivating the soil. They are, however, very poor; and from their natural
improvidence and want of knowledge of the arts and the modes of cultivating their lands
to the best advantage, their progress is necessarily slow, and their improvements are not,
consequently, such as we should expect to see under more favorable circumstances. Yet,
as a whole, they are making very favorable progress in the various characteristics of civil-
ization. They have adopted the dress and mode of living of their white neighbors, nearly
all living in comfortable log houses, and in many instances they have neat frame houses, in
some cases surrounded by picket-fences, and other evidences of taste and culture, such as
ornamental trees and flowers. These latter are, of course, exceptions to the general rule;
but when we see the blanket and moccasin exchanged for the dress of the white man, and
the wigwam for the cottage, we are sure there is room for encouragement and hope for
the future of this much-abused and injured race. When we see them abandoning the chase
and earnestly attempting to subdue the forest and endeavoring, under many disadvantages
and discouragements, to cuitivate the soil for a livelihood, thus materially changing their
entire habits of life, we certainly can feel assured of one thing, that the money spent in the
cause of education and civilization has not been spent in vain. The seed thus planted is
producing much good.

Among the Ottawas and Chippewas on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan there are
many Indians who are in possession of comfortable homes, and many more who, with the
encouragement of a very little assistance to get started, would soon be in a situation to make
a comfortable subsistence. But, as I said to commence with, with nothing but one’s hands,
and often a large family dependent upon them for subsistence, in a dense forest, and that,
too, where the soil when once cleared is far from being the most productive, it is not very
encouraging, even to an energetic white man. To an Indian who is naturally of a lazy and
indolent nature, it is not surprising that he should prefer the pursuit of game or fishing in the
lakes and rivers so numerous in Michigan, to the less exciting and more toilsome work of
clearing new lands.

The Chippewas of Lake Superior are to some extent giving their attention to tilling the
soil. Pease, potatoes, and oats are the chief productions. They will raise a smaller quantity
than in former years, because they delayed planting until very late, expecting to be furnished
with seed from the fund derived from the sale of their lands to the Government, which had
been int he hands of my predecessor, but was covered into the Treasury by him at the close of
his administration. This not becoming available by me in time, I was unable to render them
any assistance, and their Methodist missionary became personally responsible for the pay-
ment for some seed, but not nearly as much as they should have had. Their schools have been
tolerably well attended, but I am in hopes a greater interest in the cause of education may
be awakened among them.

The Ottawas and Chippewas inhabiting the western shore of the State have been nearly
abandoxed by the Government, only one school being maintained under its patronage, upon
the entire western shore of the State of Michigan, extending from Mackinaw southward for
more than a hundred miles. Of these once powerful tribes there are nearly 7,000 remain-
ing. All whom I have met are assuming, to a greater or less degree, the dress and habits
of their civilized neighbors, and but for the curse of the white man’s whisky, their lives, in
a peaceful and moral and Christian view, would compare favorably with that of the white
men settled among them. A large portion of these, while they are clearing their land, do
considerable in the way of supporting themselves by cutting wood in winter, which they
sell at the ports on Lake Michigan. As near as I can estimate, during the present year they
have got out and sold at the various ports of Lake Michigan about 20,000 cords of wood
and 2,000 cords of hemlock-bark, and perhaps 5,000,000 feet of pine logs, worth in the ag-
gregate perhaps $70,000, no very inconsiderable item. Still there are many cases of great
wrong and suffering among these people, owing to the rapacity and dishonesty of the white
men who deal with them, and take advantage of their ignorance and simplicity to cheat and
rob them of their just dues in the various transactions had with them.

The Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan Creek, and Black River are perhaps more advanced
in civilization and citizenship than any other tribes in this agency, owing probably to the
fact of their residence being more contiguous to the earlier settlements of the State, and
greater efforts being made to civilize and Christianize them, by reason of which they occupy
a higher plane of advancement in those most desirable traits of humanity. It is estimated
that about one-half or nearly one thousand have gone upon the land of the reservation and
commenced by hard, industrious toil to make homes in the wilderness, and in some instances
their success will compare favorably with their white neighbors. They have comfortable
houses, raise wheat, corn, oats, and potatoes, nearly enough for their subsistence. Others
depend upon picking up the means of existence rather than a living by picking berries in
their season, or fishing in a stream in which the fish are not abundant, or getting an odd job
from some of their white neighbors. The Indian does not like to work; he would much
Erefer the free and roving life of his ancestors; but the progress of settlement of this once

appy home of the Indian, has swept away the means of gratifying his love of the chase,
.and the fish with which the lakes and rivers teemed in the olden time are now so scarce
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that an attempt to subsist upon these sources alone would end in starvation. So, of ne-
cessity, he sees no alternative but to follow the example of his civilized white neighbor and
cultivate the soil.

I said about one-half of this tribe live on the reservation in Isabella County. The others
took their lands and sold them in most instances, and some of them bought in the vicinity
of the homes and graves of their fathers, for which they seem to have an abiding attach-
ment. They appear to have been somewhat successful. Nauk-chick-aw-me and his band
have some 400 or 500 acres of land a few miles below East Saginaw, of which they have
some 200 acres improved ; raise hay, oats, corn, and potatoes, and manage by making bas-
kets, making maple-sugar, and picking berries in their season to subsist some fifty adults.
So with several other chiefs of this tribe, among whom are Elijah Pilcher and Charles and
David Fisher; all of whom, with their followers, live more or less upon lands bought near
or upon their ancient reservations and homes. Hunger and sickness sometimes compel them
to seek assistance at the hands of the neighboring whites, who generally show them many
acts of kindness.

The Pottawatomies of Huron are the remains of one of the most powerful and warlike
tribes of the Northwest now represented in this State. Where there were once many thou-
sands, only about sixty, all told, remain, and these live upon 120 acres of land in the south-
ern part of Calboun County, subsisting upon what they can raise, and the sale of baskets,
and in their season the various kinds of berries, besides a little annuity received from the
Government annually, and perhaps an odd day’s labor now and then for the whites in the
neighborhood. Their school-house has been burned down, and as a community they are
wretchedly poor.

Of the Indians of this agency, as a whole, after a partial acquaintance with their condi-
tion during a forty years’ residence in the State, I can speak with much assurance ; it is much
improved, and great encouragement can be taken in the belief that the time is not far dis-
tant when the Indians of Michigan will become respectable, as they are peaceable citizens.
One thing is certain—a smalier number of them find their way to our penal institutions in
proportion to their number in the State, than any other nationality, while it certainly is not
on account of any partiality in their favor, or that they are not as sure of punishment as
any inhabitant of the State, if they commit crimes or offenses against the laws. Could they
be ‘shielded from the curse of intoxicating drinks placed in their way to gratify the avarice ot
the white man, the chief obstacle to their advancement in the path of good citzenship wounld
be removed ; to the prevention of this infernal traffic among them. I am devoting all the at-
tention I can spare from other duties, as it is destructive not only of their material pros-
perity, but blunts all moral and religious sensibility and destroys their manhood.

In many neighborhoods they maintain religious worship and are apparently truly devout
worshippers of God. I think the effort to raise this much to be pitied race from savage bar -
barism to that of civilization and citizenship has been highly successful, and would suggest
a continuance of the schools, as from them comes the germ of knowledge and education,
which finally matures the man and citizen. I observe that in the schools where the parents
and children become interested and realize the importance of obtaining an education for the
children, they make as rapid progress as the white children, after they become familiar with
the language, which they have first to learn. In order to encourage to the fullest extent the
learning of the English language, I have allowed white children in the neighborhood of the
schools to attend on the same terms as the Indian children, with the exception of furnishing
their own books, believing they will in this way make more rapid progress in acquiring our
language, as the parents are in the habit of constantly using their own language, and gen-
erally manifest a great dislike to talking in English, even when they can do so. I think this
comes from pride, because they cannot speak as properly as they would wish in our language.

A continuation of the plan of paying a small sum for every acre of new land cleared and
put into a crop is recommended, as giving an incentive to habitual industry, and hastening
the time when they will become independent and self-supporting.

I append hereto the statistical report of the material progress and condition of the Indians
of this agency. I am under the necessity of estimating it, as, for the reason before men-
tioned, I have not had the means to defray the expense of making a thorough inspection of
the entire field covered by the 10,000 Indian population of Michigan. Should I continue in
charge another year, I hope to make a much more satisfactory showing, not only of my own

labors, but of the condition of these wards of the nation.
GEO. W. LEE,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CHIPPEWA AGENCY,

Leech Lake, Cass County, Minnesota, September 1, 1876.

SIR : 1 have the honor to submit herewith my annual report. The statistics accompanying
my report are given in such detail as will afford an intelligent view of the general condi-
tion of the agency. It will, however, be proper to call attention to specific subjects more at

length.
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EMPLOYES.

For a new agent to be obliged to signalize his advent by discharging the agency physi-
cian, farmer, and blacksmith, for lack of funds to maintain them, was no small embarrass-
ment. This was further aggravated by the fact that their pay was already five months in
arrears. An additional change was precipitated within a month by the withdrawal, in con-
sequence of previous engagement, of the teacher and the matron, Rev. P. W, Howe and Mrs.
Howe ; a kind Providence placed within our reach a matron for this school, while Rev. S.
Goodrich Wright, a veteran of over twenty-five years’ experience in the Indian service
among the Chippewas, assumed the position of teacher on New Year's day.

Rigid economy in the use of funds placed at my disposal has, however, relieved us from
the debt resting upon the agency at the time I was intrusted with its management. Our
indispensable need of an agency farmer has just been made the subject of a special commu-
nication to the Commissioner. ~As to the agency physician, our wants were recognized by the
Indian Bureau last winter, but no funds were available for this purpose. I have every rea-
son to believe that one of our most helpful employés must have died last winter but for the
prompt treatment of the former physician, who had lingered with us from stress of circum-
stances. Since January our indefatigable but over-burdened teacher has been obliged to
do double duty, serving as acting physician, by dispensing the more common remedies, and
ministering to the ailments of the people as best he could. I most earnestly urge our needs
as respects these two employés.

SCHOOL. ‘

Here we have been crippled in a vital point. The correspondence of the Commissioner
emphasizes his estimate of the prime importance of our educational work. Yet even last
year Congress seriously cut down our school-fund, granting only five-sixths of the sum pro-
vided for us by treaty. At the date of my report I am not informed whether or not our most
earnest protest has avaiied to restore it for the current fiscal year. To call this economy or
statesmanship seems an abuse of language; such policy is no less undeserved than disheart-
ening. It is vital to the best work to be done for this people that the sum named in the
treaty at least be kept unimpaired. There is such an appreciation of the benefits of education,
that parents urge their children upon us entirely beyond our means of support. Au addi-
tional $1,000 appropriated for educational purposes would be a great lift in this work.

MILL.

Coming to this field last fall as a new man, and being told that the saw and grist mill
two years ago was within a few hundred dollars of completion, I was amazed at the policy
that could allow such a work to lie unfinished, and, together with a lot of logs already cut
and drawn, absolutely to go to ruin. I would not allow myself to believe that Congress
would not give us enough to make available what had been well begun, and was so much
needed. The saw, the mill-stones, and the belting are idle in the warehouse : the engine is
in position, the lone smoke-stack points heavenward, while al] are swift witnesses to such
congressional neglect as is astounding.

I can but beg that $2,500 be conditionally appropriated to complete the mill and stock
and run it for a year. A change of agents twice, and the lapse of three years’ time, with
their inevitable waste and loss, with no skilled mechanic at hand, all combine to prevent me
from giving an accurate estimate of the cost of setting the mill {o running. The sum sug-
gested, placed at the discretion of the Commissioner, could be drawn upon by the agent as
the exigencies should require. It will be remembered that this mill means great things for
us. The fulfillment of the promise of houses for these lodge-dwelling wanderers, and of the
substitution of ground meal for their hulled and parched corn, the promise of materials for re-
building steamboat and barge, as well as for repairs of agency buildings, all lie in the com-
pletion of our mill. But all this substantial good is entirely out of reach of this people with-
out Government aid.

STEAMBOAT.

To get at the people in their little clearings along the shores, or on the more fertile islands,
the steamboat and barge are indispensable. I renew my request that $1,000 be given us to
rebuild the steamboat and barge, lest we pay the penalty of our presumption in continuing
to use such rotten crafts, by the sacrifice of life and destruction of property. The hazard is
really serious.

BLACKSMITH'S SHOP.

To restock this shop and give the means to hire a competent mechanic during the most
pressing portions of the year, the sum of $500 is absolutely demanded. With this sum, pro-
vided the small amount asked for agency farmer be given us, I think our full-blooded Indian
blacksmith can fairly meet the more ordinary demands.
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WHITE OAK POINT.

This is the nominal home of the Mississippi bands, numbering 800. So far removed from the

agency, my information concerning them is not very extensive. I visited them in the winter
at what was most probably their time of greatest need. A portion of their annuity payment of
last fall had by my predecessor been kept back, so that a winter payment in provisions could
be made to them. For their best accommodation I made these issues at four different localities,
at wide distances apart. Universal dissatisfaction was expressed at the whole plan of winter
payments. - I am fully of the opinion that a repetition of the experiment would be still more
unsatisfactory to them. I therefore recommend that no portion be withheld from them this
fall. As heretofore, they find employment to some extent among the lumbermen, to whom.
also, they sell hay to the amount of over 100 tons. This helps them to pick up some knowl-
edge of the English, which some speak a little. A few of these bands leagued together, and,
by pledging to their trader a portion of their annuities this fall, secured some seed-corn and
potatoes, some plows, and plowing for their spring crops.
« Two of these bands nearest to the Northern Pacific Railroad are miserably demoralized by
whisky. These Mississippis are all eutitled to share in the rare benefits and privileges
afforded at the White Earth agency and reservation, and should by all means be induced to
make that their permanent home.

FARMING AND INDUSTRIAL PURSUITS.

Under this head I would express gratitude for God’s good providence toward us. The
season has been unusually propitious. Showers have been timely. Our crops have not
been ravaged by the potato-bug nor the dreaded grasshopper. Our people had but scanty
supply of seed, either corn or potatoes. All I could possibly buy was very meager. But
for the most part, after their ground was prepared by our teams, they went to work with a
will. Now we have the satisfaction of feeling that the most are well provided with whole-
some food, the result of their own labor. Sickness, in the form of measles, visited many
families and detained them some in planting-time, but unless the winter shall be unusually
severe and long, we hope not to be largely besieged by the hungry.

1t should be said that the desire for employment, willingness to labor, seems decidedly on
the increase. Such items as these from our statistics, obtained with painstaking care, and
believed to be not exaggerated, give good evidence that somebody has worked: 2,000
bushels of corn, 3,000 bushels of potatoes, 100 bushels turnips, 50,000 pounds of maple-sugar,
35,000 pounds of wild rice, 1,200 bushels blueberries, and 10,000 pounds fresh fish actually
sold. From reports made to me by our traders I judge the sales of furs by our Indians
would aggregate $25 000. We also estimate that the catch of fish for their own use must be
500,000 pounds.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Under this head, I beg to call attention to various subjects. In presenting the case ot
this people to the Indian Bureau last winter, allusion was made to the wrong they had suf-
fered in the matter of clearing 200 acres of land for tillage as provided by the treaty of
1855. Their sense of justice was outraged in the squandering of a large share of the $15,000
appropriated for this object, in 1858, I think. 'The fact can be well established that not over
one-fourth of what was claimed and paid for was actually done, so that really over
$10,000 is due this people in equity toward clearing and breaking 150 acres of good farming-

lands. I respectfully submit that this puts the Government under obligation to right so-

great & wrong done by its own agents in the past.

I have seen but one drunken Indian since I have been here. When they get whisky
they keep clear of the agency. I am aware, however, that at our railroad station,and at
other points along the line, they have been able to get liquor. Several arrests have been
made, with more or less of good effect, but sometimes the offender has been let off so
lightly as to make his arrest little else than a farce. I am told that some of the United
States officials have seemed to lack heart in these prosecutions, while locally the State offi-
cers shrink from involving their respective counties in the expeuse incident to the punish-
ment of crime. Here is a case in point: A justice of the peace wrote me of an aggravated
case of crime. An Indian chief, the father of the young girl, brought the complaint and
wanted the ¢ white man’s law’ enforced. I promptly reported the case to the United
States attorney at Saint Paul, who gave me every assurance of his hearty co-operation. I
so reported to the justice, but no action has been brought, and that, as I understand, for the
reason above cited. i ) '

- Respecting any contemplated removal of the Pillagers to a new location selected with a

view to farming, I can only say there is no desire on their part for such a movement. It
will need the strong- motive of force, or a large bonus in money or property, to effect this
bject.

0| ‘,]L‘he reputation of the Pillagers has not been good. They were never all bad, as they are
not now all good. But as evidence of real progress and the prevalence of a better mind
among them, I may refer to their improving habits of industry; to their readiness to adopt
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citizen’s dress as far and as fast as their earnings will afford the means to meet the in-
creased expense ; and to their desire for houses, which is already marked ; if we only had lum-
ber and nails and glass to give them, twenty would be built right away. A further and
most gratifying proof exists in their quiet and peaceable bearing through the entire summer,
notwithstanding the excitements of the serious Indian disturbances elsewhers. The Sioux
are not so far away but that messengers have passed back and forth, some of whom are
reported to have urged the Chippewas to join in the murderous work in Dakota. It should
perhaps be said that while the question of transferring the care ot the Indians to the War
Department was pending, our Chippewas were very uneasy ; they would deprecate such a
movement, almost to a man.

MISSIONARY WORK.

As to the moral and religious condition of the Pillagers, some good may be reported.
The perfect command of the language possessed by our teacher, Rev. Mr, Wright, has
brought moral instruction to a very considerable number outside of the school, and other-
wise unreached.

Aside from regular preaching-service on the Sabbath, mostly in Chippewa, evening meet-
ings for singing and for seriptural instruction have been well maintained. The voices of
happy children and youth, as well as of many of the older ones joining in their hymns of
praise, have given the little handful of praying souls great cheer.” No church organization
exists, but we look around and trust that ten or twelve of the natives are striving to lead
Christian lives, some of whom at the beginning of the year were in the darkness of heathen-
ism. We trust that, under God, to this little company additions shall continue to be -
made.

In conclusion, may I not say that while to some of the managing political leaders in Con-
gress the fearful delay in making needful appropriations for Indian supplies may have
found easy justification, it must devolve great suffering upon these innocent victims in many
ways. For instance, the article of fish-net twine is not yet secured for them, though the fall
run of fish, lasting but ten days, is just at hand ; one of the largest items of their winter sup-
plies is thus in great peril.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. KING,
United States Special Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

RED LAKE CHIPPEWA AGENCY, .
. Red Lake, Minnesota, dugust 20, 1876.
SIR: I herewith submit my fourth annual report of the affairs among the Red Lake
Chippewas of Minnesota. :

+ LOCATION AND POPULATION.

This agency is located 100 miles porth of Detroit, on the North Pacific Railroad, Minne-
sota, and includes as per last enrollment 1,178 Indians and half-breeds and 20 whites, mostly
employés and their families.

AGRICULTURE.,

is estimated that this reservation contains 3,200,000 acres, of which 1,000,000 are tilla
ble 2,000,000 wooded, 240,000 suitable for grazing, and 1,500,000 are valueless. Some of the
wooded and grazing lands are also tillable. Most of the latter class are located along the
margin of the lake. In addition, there are several bodies of hard-wood of considerable mag-
nitude, where the soil is of excellent quality, but covered with a dense growth of forest-
trees, which supply the Indians with their sugar. The crops raised by the Indians this
year are about the following: Corn, 7,000 bushels; wheat, 150 bushels; potatoes, 2,000
bushels ; other vegetables, 430 bushels; hay, 250 tons; maple-sugar, 50,000 pounds; 600
bushels berries. They have caught 750 barrels fish, $14,000 worth of furs, and made 1,000
yards of rush-matting. .

EDUCATION.

The only school taught was a day-school by Isabelle A. Allen; the largest number in
attendance during any month was 40, the largest average during a month 28. The results
attained were as satisfactory as could be expected in a day-school where only a very light
lunch was offered, perhaps five or six months of the time, the pupils living remote from
school, frequently having“)to encounter, on their way to and from school, insult and abuse
from large, ill-mannered boys skulking by the way-side. I would re-iterate wha: I said in
my last %eport, and ‘‘ urge the establishment as soon as practicable of a manual-labor board

IND
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ing-school as the only means at all adequate to secure on the part of Indian children pune-
tuality of attendance, advancement in study, or improvement in manners. By this means
only can we hope to reach, reclaim, aund prepare for citizenship and self-support the youth
of this people.” Such a school would be patronized largely from the beginning,as the In-
dians desire something of this kind. The school closed June 31, for Jack of appropriations.

MORALITY,

For an isolated, heathen people, their morals are as good as could be expected. There is no
more stealing, if as much, than would be found in an ignorant white community. Chastity,
combined with a sense of obligation to marital vows, is largely wanting. Polygamy, as
with most heathen people, is common. As a people, however, they are kind to the sick,
fond of their children, friendly to each other, much less quarrelsome than white people,
quite demonstrative in their grief at the death of friends, careful, for a time, to keep the grave
free from weeds or grass, frequently bestowing thereon flowers and fruits for the dead.

MISSIONARY WORK.

This is under the care of Rev. Francis Spees, sustained by the American Missionary
Association, and consists in a sermon in Chippewa Sabbath morning, accompanied with
singing some hymns in Chippewa and some in English.

At 2 p. m. is our Sabbath-school, attended by nearly all the employés and their families,
which, I regret to say, very few Indians have been induced to attend, although when present
the missionary instructs them in their own language. Sabbath evenings we have had an
exclusively English service, for the past two years, conducted by the agency physician.

On Thursday evenings we have a prayer-meeting in English, and in the winter much of
the time the missionary holds a weekly prayer-meeting at the homes of some of the Indians.
Many visits are made to Indians by the missionary, who reads portions of Scripture in Chip-
pewa and explains them. Of Indian and half-breed members of the church, there are ten,
of whom three have united during the year. Two others became Christians, it is said, but
owing to ill-health have not joined. Ten whites belong to the church.

CIVILIZATION AND PROGRESS.

Chief among the numerous obstacles to the rapid civilization of the Indian may be named
his unwillingness to labor. Accustomed to the idea that labor is degrading and only fit for
woman, it requires time and patience to awaken in him a truer ideal of life ; however, the
result is approaching slowly but surely, and now many of the bravest and best Indians at
this agency actually labor, cultivating crops and clearing up land, &c. This is indeed a
favorable omen. They are anxious to obtain work, and are willing to labor faithfully in
order to procure a certain and better livelihood, better and more convenient homes, furnished
like the homes of the whites. They are quite peaceable and somewhat orderly ; neariy three-
fourths of them wear citizen’s dress, so far, at least, as they can procure the means, and
every family cultivates a garden. Owing to a lack of seed, many are destitute of potatoes.
Crops look well, and the yield of corn this year will probably exceed that of any previdus
year by 1,000 bushels. They are likewise very anxious to possess stock, such as a cow, a
couple of hogs, and a pony. They have cleared up and put in crop more new land this year
than any previous one, and this success stimulates them to further efforts in this direction.
One instance is worthy of mention in this place. Two Indians saved their annuity-money,
and with, perhaps, some other funds went 80 miles to White Earth and bought and drove
home with themn a yoke of oxen, with which, in connection with a plow, &e., issued by me,
they have plowed and cultivated their own little farms this summer. _Another bought, near
Pembina, I believe, a cow, and now his family have the use of her milk.

During the year a good frame grist-mill, 20 by 24 feet, attached to and propelled by the saw-
mill power, supplied with an elevator, has been built. At this mill there have been ground
during the year 600 bushels of corn, for agency use, and 1,625 bushels for the Indians.
Some 200,000 feet of Jumber have been sawed, 35,000 shingles, and 33,000 feet planed,
besides matching, &c. If the appropiiations yet to hear from will permit it, some 50,000 to
75,000 feet more will be sawed in September.

The old log blacksmith-shop burned down in May, and has been replaced by a neat, sub
stantial frame shop, 24 by 36 feet, coal-house attached, and the entire expense to the Govern-
ment of both the grist-mill and blacksmith-shop has not exceeded $150. Only three good
hewed-log houses have as yet been built this year; a few more will be erected this fall.
About 75 tons of hay for agency use have been secured in Government barns and stacks.

AGENCY BUILDINGS.

At present there are the following goed, comfortable, substantial frame buildings : four
dwelling-houses, two school-buildings—one a dwelling, the other a school-house—one water-
power saw and grist mill, supplied with planer, matcher, edger, and circular saws, one ware-
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house, one office—in which both agent and physician have their separate offices—one black-
smith-shop, one superior horse-barn, besides a common barn, an ordinary carpenter-shop, a
granary, wagon-shed, &e.

SANITARY.

The agency physician, C. P. Allen, has, in the two years ending 30th June last, treated
2,181 cases, with a loss by death of 11, and some of these were cases nearly dead when he
was called to see them. This number does not include cases for which he merely put up in
the office such remedies as were called for. The most serious obstacle in the treatment of
the Indians is their unyielding determination that all their sick shall be purged to an ex-
tent incredible among whites ; and this too frequently in spite of his utmost vigilance and
orders to the contrary. The classes of diseases prevailing here are cutaneous, syphilitic
combined with scrofula, rheumatic, and pulmonary. Bleeding at the lungs is quite prev-
alent. These diseases are largely caused, Dr. Allen informs me, by filthy habits of living,
exposure to cold and moisture, meager diet at some seasons, inherited virus, and excessive
purgation. Many cases die which doubtless might be cured if subjected to good treat-
ment, plenty of good food, and protection from our severe climate. The physician visits the
sick.at their homes whenever requested or when needed; and that he enjoys their confi-
dence in a large degree is shown by their extensive patronage of him. The medicine-
dance is by no means obsolete however, and jugglery over the hopeless cases is still resorted
to, but it is'said with less frequency than formerly.

SUGGESTIONS.

Portions of the pine-land are swept by fire every year or two, killing the trees and leaving
them to decay. Could this pine, which is going to waste, be utilized for the benefit of the
Indians, it would place them in a condition of self-support in a short time. I would again
request appropriate legislation to secure this object.

I would renew what I stated in last annual report: “ We very greatly need a good
boarding-school, where manual labor by the pupils is required, where their manners and lan-
guage are looked after, as well as their recitations; where they will rapidly learn our lan-
guage, hearing it constantly ; where the girls learn housekeeping and the bays learn how
to farm and work in a shop at mechanical pursuits.” Such a school could be established
here at comparatively small cost. We do not hope to civilize the aged, but we can do much
toward civilizing the young by means of such a school, and I regard it as one of the most
pressing wants of this people. We need a small fund to maintain an apprentice in the
blacksmith-shop and one in the carpenter-shop, to be able to conduct these branches of busi-
ness when the Government withdraws its fostering care.

Additional restraint should be placed upon those Indians who seem bent on making un-
necessary visits to other tribes. Friendly visits are not always an unmixed evil, although
frequently a source of much more evil than good. These visits are made at a time when
they should be at home cultivating crops and preparing for the winter, instead of general
carousals, debauchery, senseless gift-making, begging, and pilfering on the route to and
fro. They are the frequent source of ill-will between the Indians and the white settlers,
among whom they pass and repass. No Indian should be permitted to leave his reserva-
tion excepl by written permit from his agent, which permit would constitute his lawful
authority to travel, if arrested by soldiers or others.

The present policy of the Government, with some modifications, I regard as the best pos-
sible for the Indians and the whites, and a transfer to the War Department fraught with
evil. There is & marked improvement in the Indians year after year, and with a little more
liberal outlay of funds to furnish the prudent with teams, and a little stock and a good board-
ing-school tor the young, m my judgment, in a few years this people would be self-support-
ing and prepared to care for themselves.

CONCLUSION.

While I regret the lack of chastity, disposition to gamble, to go off the reservation with-
out a permit, to engage in medicine and other dances, too great indifference to procuring
supplies for the future, a diminished rather than an increased attendance upon public wor-
ship and the Sabbath-school, yet I am gratified at their evident desire to educate their chil-
dren, their friendly, peaceable disposition, their increasing industry, their anxiety for better
homes, larger gardens, finer crops, more stock, and other civilizing ways, their improving
manner of dress, their growing fondness for housekeeping after the manner of the whites,
&e. I feel warranted, in view of all these and other facts, in saying these Indians are mak-
ing quite satisfactory progress. -

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. M. PRATT,
United States Special Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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CHIPPEWA AGENCY, MINNESOTA,
White Earth, September 1, 1876.
SIR: T have the honor Lerewith,in compliance with office letter bearing date July 29,

1876, to forward you my third annual report of the condition of the Indians under my
charge.

VIEW OF RESERVE.

The White Earth Indian reservation is located in Northern Minnesota, in latitude 47¢ 30/,
longitude 95¢ 30, the nearest point to Northern Pacific Railroad being 10 miles. In
area it contains 36 townships. The 12 townships on the west side are a beautiful rolling
prairie of deep rich loam, with clay subsoil ; very productive. The 12 townships through
the center north and south are timber and prairie, nicely distributed for agricultural pur-
poses. The 12 townships on the east side are sandy, some parts being covered with jack-
pines, and others well timbered with a good quality of hard and soft pine, sufficient for all
future use of the reserve. The reservation is well watered both with lakes and running
streams, with abundant mill-powers.

COXNDITION.

The Indians under my charge are Mississippi, Otter Tail, Pillager, and Pembina Chip-
pewas; all of which live on the reserve except a band of Mississippis, Mille Lac Indians,
which live at-Mille Lac Lake. Those living at Mille Lac Lake subsist by hunting and
fishing, living after their old customs. There are living on the reservation 1,427 souls,
some having lived here eight years; but a large portion came during the last three years.

The circumstances of those living on the reserve are very good, taking into considera-
tion their low and degraded condition when moved here. There are now 170 farmers dis-
tinct and separate from each other, having farms from 5 to 25 acres each, under cultivation,
and very well cultivated too, even much better than some white farmers. They have
horses, oxen, young stock, swine, and cows. They make some butter.

There are over 200 hundred families living in good hewed log-houses, many of which
were built by themselves. Of furniture they have stoves, bedsteads, and bedding, chairs,
tables, trunks, dishes, &c.—in fact, things to make them comfortable. Scome of the women
are very good housekeepers, keeping their floors covered with reed matting, and are neat and
tidy in every respect.

HABITS AND DISPOSITION.

Their habits are good ; they are industrious; have learned how to do nearly all kinds of
work, so that they can manage without much assistance. Their disposition is to live peace-
ably with all mankind. Seldom do they have any trouble among themselves, and they are
generally disposed to mind their own business and let others do the same.

PROGRESS.

Their progress has been very marked during the past year. Last year and year before that
it was very hard to get them to change work and help each other. This year it is practiced
generally. Two years ago it took five men to run & breaking team of three yokes of oxen,
three to drive and two to tend the plow. Now two men do the same without any trouble.
They plowed nearly all the ground last fall which they wished to sow to wheat this spring.
Many of them learned this spring to sow their own seed-wheat, oats, and turnips; also to
mark out their ground and plant their potatoes and garden-seeds.

CIVILIZATION AND SUGGESTIONS.

The question of civilization of the Indians has been an open one for years, and seems to
be the same with many yet; but with me it is not so. I believe it would be very much
better for the Indians living in Minnesota if the Government would settle them all on this
reserve, give them teams and farming implements, assist them to build houses, break and
fence some land, give them a county organization, make them amenable to all laws, and
give them all the benefit of the law any citizen has. If this could be effected the Indian
question, to my mind, would be forever settled, at least as far as Minnesota is concerned.
But in taking this step with the Indians I would further provide that not under any con-
sideration should a white man be allowed to settle on the reserve; there is just land enough .
for the Indians here, and no more. I would give all heads of families and all single men
over twenty years of age the right of a homestead on condition that they cultivate a certain
amount, and in a certain time give them a patent for the same, with the provision that they
could not transfer the same to any white man.
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EDUCATIONAL.

The Indian is as susceptible of acquiring an education, if an opportunity is affurded, as his
brother the pale-face. I had, during the past year, eight months’ school ; employed most of
the time four teachers, all females, the largest attendance being 128, during the month of
January. I boarded and clothed 33 boys and 35 girls. The remainder attended as day-
pupils.  The school was complimented by many visitors during its session, and I think it
would compare very favorably with almost any white school in the State. The Rev. J.
A, Gilfillan had four Indian students, young meun, preparing for the ministry, two of
whgm received deacon’s orders daring the year. Those at their homes taught many adults to
read.

RELIGIOUS.

The mission here of the Protestant Episcopal Church is under the charge of the Rev:.
J. A. Gilfillan, he doing the missionaay work in general, the Rev. Em-me-gah-bowh being
rector of the church, St. Columba, where he officiates in Chippewa, and has a good congre-
gation twice each Lord’s day. The number added to the church during the year by the
rite of confirmation was 41. The number baptized during the year, 75.

The Episcopal Church has donated during the year, for educational purposes, $360 for the
purpose of buying stoves, tables, chairs, bedding, bedsteads, pork, flour, cattle, &ec., for
Indians; and for buying delicacies for sick, and support of free hospital for old and sick,
and for pay of salaries of two ladies in charge of hospital, and for salaries of two mission-
aries among Indians, for cloth, cotton, tea, sugar, &c., for women’s sociable, $6,541 ; and
$500 in goods, clothing.

The Roman Catholic Church has a mission here under charge of the Rev., Ignatius Toma-
zin. I have not been able to procure any definite statement from him regarding their work,
with the exception of the amount of money received by him during the last two years for
missionary purposes, which amount was $7,164, together with a number of boxes of cloth-
ing which he had received and distributed among the Indians.

WORK OF PAST YEAR.

During the past year there were cultivated by the Government 70 acres; by the people
on the reserve, 1,067 acres. There are under fence 3,147 acres ; broken this year, 254 acres ;
fence made this year, 6,834 rods.

GRASSHOPPERS.

The grasshoppers made their first appearance here on July 13, and remained nearly three
weeks ; destroyed about eight-tenths of all the crops except potatoes. They ate them down
to the ground, but they have since grown up, and if frost should not come till late we shall
have a very good crop.

I visited nearly every farmer myself and estimated his growing crop, and also took an
invoice of the amount each person has under cultivation, and the amount of stock, and his
present condition. For further information see statistical report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS STOWE,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

BLACKFEET AGENCY, MONTANA,
August 25, 1876.

SiR: In compliance with instructions from your office I have the honor to forward this
my second annual report of this agency.

The tribes belonging here are the Blackfeet, Blood, and Piegan, numbering in all about
7,200 men, women, and children, the males being about 3,000, and the females 4,200. Of
these about one-third come directly under the influence of the agency, the remainder
being reached through the counsels of the chiefs, who maintain a strict control over their
people.

But a few cases of insubordination occurred during the past year of minor importance, on
the part of young men, which were promptly suppressed by the action of the chiefs, the acts
being those of young and thoughtless boys.

The new agency, now nearly completed, is composed of five well-constructed buildings,
built of sawed logs in a neat and substantial manner. A great deal of my attention has
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been occupied with the work during the past eight months, and the difficulty of procuring
the proper material and the necessary transportation has caused me much anxiety and trou-
ble, because, no appropriation being provided for this purpose, the amount afforded from the
regular annual one was insufficient to accomplish the work within the time designed at the
commencement. However, but little remains to be done, and the regular employés can
finish it in a short time. Eighty acres of land are inclosed by a neat and substantial fence
which will make an excellent agency farm, but the immense number of grasshoppers that
covered the country hereabouts, this spring, prevented me from planting anything on it
during the present season.

The school has been well attended during the time it was in session, and good progress
made by many of the pupils. The difficulty of procuring the attendance of pupils is a
serious drawback, and can only be remedied by establishing a boarding-school, which should
be done as soon as the neceesary accommodation can be provided.

The sanitary condition of these Indians has been very good, and the births in excess of
the deaths. Since the establishment of the code of laws passed and adopted by them,in
April last year, their general health has improved, and diseases of a filthy character have
become very rare. Intemperance has entirely disappeared, no cases having occurred in many
months. The chiefs have been very vigilant in their efforts to suppress the whisky traffic,
and I am pleased to state that they have been entirely successful.

At the beginning of July last the chiefs of these tribes were invited to attend a council
pear Cypress Mountain, composed of representatives from various tribes, viz, Santees, Yank-
tons, Chippewas, Crees, Mandans, Assinaboines, and Gros Ventres, and also emissaries
from the hostile camp of Sioux, under Sitting Bull. The message was conveyed to these
chiefs by the delivery of a cartridge and a piece of tobacco. signifying war or peace, and
was carried to them by an Assinaboine messenger. Little Plume, the head-chief, went to
the council, which lasted five or six days, and from him I learned that many of those present,
especially the Santees and Yanktons, denounced the whites, calling them ‘‘dogs and cowards;
that they ought to be wiped out, and soon would be.”” These chiefs took the precaution to
halt their people and camp about 25 miles from the councii-ground, so asto prevent commu-
nication between them and the unfriendly ones. On hearing the words above cited, and
learning the hostile purpose of the council, they immedistely withdrew, declaring ‘* the Sioux
were their enemies, and that they would fight them if ever they came to this country, and
that the whites were their friends, and they would help them whip the Sioux.” They then
returned to their camp and went hunting with their people. A few days after the council
broke up a young Piegan went some distance from the main camp in search of & couple of
stray horses, and encountered two Santees, who fired at him from a coulie; the boy called out
to them that he was a Piegan and not to shoot, but they fired a second time, wounding
him, so that he died in three weeks after in great pain. This murder caused intense feeling,
and would have resulted in war, but for my earnest counsel and interference for peace.
Further murders and outrages may prove too strong for my influence or their forbearance,
and perhaps lead to a war between them and the Santees and their allies. I have no fears
that these people will commit any acts against the settlers, but I do fear that repeated
outrage may lead to trouble with the above-named Indians.

The order issued by the Department forbidding the sale of breech-loading arms or ammuni-
tion to these Indians has caused some distress and dissatisfaction. Nearly ali the men are
armed with a Winchester carbine, and have no other gun or means to purchase a muzzle-
loader. They have not used the primitive bow and arrow for many years, most of them
never, so that the order is very hard on them, by depriving them of means to hunt, and also
by placing them at the mercy of their northern foes, who can and do obtain all they want
from traders living north of the British boundary-line. I beg to suggest that the order will com-
pel these Indians to go north to procure ammunition, and thus bring them in contact with
unfriendly ones, which may lead to results dangerous to the peace of this Territory. On re-
ception of the order of prohibition I'informed the chiefs of it, and desired them to make it known
to their people, and to forbid them to trade or give any arms or ammunition to any of the sur-
rounding tribes. A few days previous to my telling them this, a young Piegan traded a car-
bine and some ammunition to an Assinaboine for a very fine horse, which he desired to retain,
but the chiefs compelled him to take the horse back and recover his gun and ammunition,
which he did. I mention this to show how the chiefs may be relied on to observe any order
or regulation of the Department.

None of these Indians have committed any crime or depredation upon either the person or
property of whites or Indians during the past year. Since the passage of the laws above re-
ferred to, they have taken a new departure and the former scenes of drunkenness, strife, and
bloodshed have been supplemented by temperance, kindness, and friendship, and, from being
the wildest and most turbulent of our northern bands, they have become the most peace-
able, and obedient. And this, too, without any harsh or violent treatment. To-day they form
a safeguard for this portion of the Territory against the hostile and predatory Santees and
Yanktons to the north, who would otherwise be a terrible menace to our settlements.

None of these Indians have yet attempted to farm ; but although some of them have talked
about commencing, and would have done so this season but for the grasshoppers, it is
perhaps better that they did not, ‘as a failure at beginning would dishearten them and de-
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stroy their expectations from farming. Next season, if propitious, I intend encouraging a
few to begin, as it is better to select those whom I think will prove successful, and
not any whose want of application or intelligence might cause failure. Everything, in my
opinion, depends on a good start, to prevent discouraging results until experience begets
confidence. Iam fully satisfied, from the actions of the Indians last spring, that they see their
situation, and are willing to turn to agricultural pursuits.

A number of them last spring traded their robes and furs for horses, harnesses, and wagons ;
and I think they see or feel, that the buffalo will soon be exterminated, and they are about
ready to turn to agricultural pursuits. :

The buffalo-hunt has been good during the past winter, especially toward the latter part
of the season, and a large number of robes has been sold by these tribes—as near as I can
estimate about §60,000 worth. Other tribes hunting in this country have, I believe, been
equally successful ; this wholesale slaughter will soon render the herds inadequate to supply
meat for the wants of the Indians now here, and as several new -comers appear in these hunt-
ing-grounds every winter, it is not difficult to foresee that the herd will soon be insufficient
for their maintenance. It is evident that the killing is far in excess of the increase, the lat-
ter being also lessened by the continual hunt kept up by the various tribes.

Notwithstanding their unfortunate and, I may add, evil surroundings of hostile tribes,
these people have advanced in intelligence,and have acquired a better knowledge of the
purpose of our Government toward them. A spirit of inquiry possesses many, and a desire
for information concerning agricalture and the ways of white men, which are hopeful signs .
The chiefs are fully impressed with the necessity of changing their mode of life in a few
years, and conforming to the requirements of civilization. A radical change has occurred
in their ideas concerning medicine-men and the efficacy of their barbarous mummeries, all
now coming to the physician for cure instead. All efforts on the part of the old people to
revive or practice pagan ceremonies or superstition meets with a quiet, amused tolerance
from nearly all; scarcely any, even among those advanced in years, expressing or manifest-
ing any belief. A feeling of humanity and forbearance has also become manifestin their
treatment of enemies, which partakes of Christian feeling, and proves their fitness for civil-
ization and moral advancement.

Religious exercises and Sunday school have been maintained, with few exceptions,
throughout the year, with good attendance and results. Several of these people are imbued
with a Christian feeling and possess a knowledge of Christian doctrine, but their nomadic
life and contact with others interfere with their practice and progress.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN S. WOOD,

Unuted States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CROW AGENCY, MONTANA,
September 1, 1876.

SIr: The Crows have been, from the earliest explorations of their country, faithful friends
of the whites. While every tribe around has either continually or at times made open war
and engaged in secret murder and rapine, the Crows alone have been unchanging in their
friendship. During the last summer they have been the allies of and fought with our sol-
diers against the Sioux. Every officer whom I have met, who has been with the Army on
the Yellowstone, speaks of the service which they have rendered, both as scouts and in
battle, in the most complimentary terms, and officers are now here recruiting Crows for
winter service. For several years they have been an effective guard to the eastern settle-
ments of Montana ; the common opinion is that for that purpose they are worth a regiment
of cavalry. For these reasons the Crows deserve not only the generous treatment that they
have been and are receiving from the Government, but also that their two earnest and often-
repeated requests should receive attention.

The first request is that the Great Father will see that their treaty stipulations are fulfilled
as to keeping hunters and wolfers off their reservation. Huntersare in the habit of going to
those parts of the reservation where game is found in the greatest abundance and, poisoning
the carcasses of buffalo and deer for the purpose of killing wolves in large quantities; this
not only destroys the animal whose fur brings the largest profit, but the Indians believe that
it drives other game away. It is a grievous offense to them, and should be prevented. A
squad of cavalry from the forces at Fort Ellis could easily accomplish this ; as things now
are, the agent has no means of executing the law against these outlaws.

The second request is that whisky shall be kept away from their agency and reservation.
Fortunately, the Mountain Crows have not generally learned to love intoxicating drinks :
but during the last year the whisky-shops established at the mouth of Stillwater, about 14
miles from the agency, have seduced several young men to the habit, and the chiefs fear the
result. In justice to the Crows, who deserve so well from us,and who wil be destroyed
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unless the most kind, patient, and beneficent care is taken of them, some more effective ac-
tion should be taken to prevent the sale of whisky near the agency and its introduction into
Indian territory.

The work of completing the new agency buildings, barns, corrals, fences, and outhouses
has been carried on during the year.

There has been no opportunity for farming operations. A large garden which has been
cultivated shows that the soil is of most excellent quality. A patch of oats sown in this for
experiment has yielded two luxuriant growths. After the oats had headed out they were in-
jured by a hail-storm, and cut for fodder, and then matured another heavy yield. About 25
acres have been broken. The platean on which the agency is situated has several hundred acres
of the best class of soil in Montana. Another year all the potatoes and oats needed can be
easily raised. Ibelieve that the wheat necessary to furnish all the flour which is provided for
the Crows can be raised, at an annual saving to the Government of $15,000 to $20,000. It
will also be easy to establish a stock-herd on the splendid range near the agency that in a
short time would furnish all the beef, which now costs the Government $30 000 per year.

Now that there is a prospect that the Sioux will be quieted, it will be an easy matter to in-
duce individual Crows to commence operations as farmers and herders with a view to self-
support.

Irl)'ecommend that the agent be directed to issue the larger portion of the sugar which is
provided for the Crows, only to pay for labor performed. I fully believe that this single pro-
vision will accomplish most important results in inducing the Crows to undertake the habits
of civilized life.

Much more stringent laws should be enacted for the suppression of the sale and giving to
Indians of intoxicating drinks, and, what is of still greater importance, more efficient means
should be supplied to enable the agent to enforce the laws.

The present teacher is a Christian minister and serves as a missionary. He has made
much progress in learning the Crow language, and proposes to give his life to missionary
work among them. I anticipate the most excellent results from his labor. He is most en-
thusiastic in his labors and has made the school a great success.

DEXTER E. CLAPP,

Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

FLATHEAD INDIAN AGENCY, MONTANA,
September 1, 1876.

SIR: I have the honor herewith to submit my second annual report on the condition of
affairs at this agency. .

Owing to the admixture of Indians properly belonging to this reservation, by intermarriage,
with other neighboring tribes, it is impossible to make a correct count of those who really
belong to the Flathead Nation, and therefore the following estimate differs but slightly from
last year, (the increase shown being due to an excess of births over deaths and a few acces-
sions from the Flatheads in the Bitter Root valley :)

Males. Females,
Pend dOreilles. ... ... oo e, 402 456
Kootenays ... ..o oiie 161 178
Flatheads removed from Bitter Root Valley.... .......c........ 41 45
604 79=1, 283

against 1,266 reported last year.

Although a majority still derive their sustenance from hunting, fishing, root-gathering,
&e., it is gratifying to observe marked progress has been made during the past year in the
way of civilization, and that at least a few more have been induced to relinquish a roving
life to try the cultivation of thesoil. Some eight new houses have been built by the Indians,
toward the construction of wkich 16,000 feet of lumber, together with other needed materi-
als, were furnished by the agency. All those who applied were also provided with ample
quantities of seeds, and such assistance as the means at my command could afford.

The fund appropriated for ‘‘beneficial objects,” amounting to but $750 per quarter, is
barely sufficient to supply the entirely helpless and needy with food and clothing, and a special
appropriation should be made for the purpose of aiding Indians to acquire practical knowl-
edge of civilized pursuits, to be applied to the purchase of agricultural implements, tools,
seeds, &c., breaking of land, and to the construction of irrigating-ditches.

I have several times reported to the Department that a large tract of fine land, several
thousand acres in extent, situated on the right bank of the Jocko, three or four miles from
the agency, can be made available for agricultural purposes by the construction of a ditch ;
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and, deeming it of great importance. I again bring the matter before the authorities,and
earnestly request the sum required—%2,000—be furnished. With this amount any quantity
of water can be conducted from the Jocko to any point of the land mentioned, and, as the
locality is near the agency and connected therewith by a good road and bridge, it would
eagerly be settled upon by the Indians. This is the only tract of land in the vicinity of the
agency which can be made available for farming purposes, and, if the Flatheads yet in Bitter

Roct should now remove here, they would be obliged to return home for want of farming--

lands. There is at present but one farmer on the right bank of the Jocko, who, with a
limited amount of water obtained from a spring-branch,is making a comfortable living
from the soil. On the left bank of the Jocko, and near the agency, all the arable land lies
along Finley and Mill Creeks,and about all of it is occupied by the Flatheads and a few
Pend d'Oreilles, 35 acres being cultivated by the agency.

Most of the Pend d’Oreilles who have adopted habits of civilization have their farms in
the neighborhood of the mission and along Crow and McDonald Creeks, while the Kootenais
confine their operations to the very limited amount of good land at the foot of Flathead Lake..

In spite of a late spring, a visitation from grasshoppers, and an uncommonly wet summer,
the grain arnd root crops, with some exceptions, on the reservation promise a fair average
yield. The wheat sown on the agency farm last fall was mostly winter-killed ; the balance
was cut for hay. The oat-crop was very heavy, but, owing to excessive rains and the wind
blowing it down, it also was cut for hay.

With necessary aid from Government and well-directed efforts on the part of the agent,
many of the Pend d’Oreilles and nearly all of the able-bodied Kootenais could be made to
locate permanently and assume industrious habits.

In obedience to orders received by me, nothing whatever is issued from the agency-sup-
plies to any Indian, unless specially deserved or urgently needed, without some work is
done therefor, and I am glad to state that the rule seems to work well, and that the number
of habitual beggars has become considerably less. The entirely destitute and helpless are,
however, always provided for.

The Department orders for Indians to remain on their reservation except when on their
way to the buffalo-country, when they are required to get permission from their agent and
be escorted by a detachment of United States troops, cannot be enforced until a military post
is established in this vicinity.

On the south line of the reservation is quite a large meadow, only a very small portion of

which is beyond the boundary, and, although this meadow is entirely isolated by four miles:
of a canon from the settlements, advantage is taken of this small parcel of land by white set-
tlers near the line to drive bands of horses on it, that they may roam over the whole meadow,
to the destruction of a great quantity of hay. When remonstrated with they will say,
*“Show us your line,” or *“ Why don’t you fence in your reservation?” &ec. I have con-
sulted a lawyer in regard to such and other trespasses, but the law seems to be so indefinite
that no decisive action can be taken in the premises. As there is also a meadow on the
northern boundary similarly situated and under like difficulties, I shall nrake the matter sub-
ject of a special communication hereafter, suggesting now that both of these disputed tracts:
be either included within the reservation or else that the treaty-line be surveyed and defi-
nitely established.

The Indians who reside permanently on the reservation and labor for their support may
be considered peaceable, but the majority of the young braves who aunually visit the north-
ern hunting-grounds are regarded as suspicious and cannot be trusted. The inhabitants of
the surrounding country have been for years apprehensive of an Indian war, and the greatest
alarm prevailed after the news of the Custer calamity that these Indians would form a com-
bination with the non-treaty Nez Percés and others and make war. As nearly all the young
Indians had become insolent in their bearing and openly bragged of their ability to whip the
whites, I deemed myself justified in telegraphing the Department the necessity for having
troops here at this time. It is a well-known fact that many of the Palouses, Nez Percés,
Colvilles, Callispells, Spokanes, Cceur d’Alénes, &c., who were defeated by Colonel Wright
in 1858, would at once assume hostilities if they could succeed in uniting with other tribes;
at least efforts have been made to this end. .

Complaints inregard to drunken Indians have become less, but those who desire to indulge
in liquor seem to have no difficulty in procuring a supply in the settlements. Several cases
of horse-stealing by Indians from whites have been brought to my attention, and with the
co-operation of the chiefs I have succeeded in nearly every instance in recovering the stolen
animals for their owners, and in punishing the guilty parties.

Adultery among the Pend d’Oreilles prevails to a great extent. The chief Michelle, until
recently, has punished offenders by whipping on the bare back, and in most cases the women
only have been so punished. Serious results have obtained therefrom, particularly in cases
of pregnancy, death sometimes ensuing. Some time ago I prevailed upon the chief to resort
to milder treatment. Some of the Kootenai women infest the towns, and are kept there by
inducements held out by whites as abandoned as themselves. Among the Flatheads offenses
of any kind are extremely rare.

There are residing on this reservation seven or eight white men (French Canadians) who
are married to Indian women and have large families of half-breed children; they have
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lived here unmolested for years; but the citizens of Missoula County desire them re-
moved in order to collect taxes on their property. However, so long as they exhibit good be-
havior and habits of industry, I regard their presence beneficial to the Indians, and deem it
unwise to compel them and their offspring to remove to a community where they would be
looked upon and treated like Indiaus in every respect except paying taxes.

The boarding-school at Saint Ignatius mission for girls is still in excellent condition, and
the scholars are making fair progress: but in regard to eduzational affirs generally I re-
spectfully refer to my last year's report, having no reason to change my opinion from the
views therein expressed.

The sanitary condition of the Indians has not been as good as usual, owing to the very
wet spring and summer, which seriously affects their serofulonus condition. The services of
the agency-physician have therefore been in demand almost daily. All possible attention is
bestowed upon the sick, but a hospital-building with its appliances is a necessity which can-
not be too strongly urged. The annual appropriation of only $390 tfor the medical service is
entirely inadequate to the demand.

Having been unable to procure an appropriation for the repair and improvement of the
roads, and they being in worse condition than ever, owing to spring-freshets and a wet sea-
son, I ordered all the employés, whenever they could be spared, together with white resi-
dents of the reservation,to work on the worst part of the road; but their services alone
would have been wholly insufficient without the assistance of a number of Indians whom
Iinduced to work with them, by offering them provisions, blankets, &c. The roads are
now barely passable, and much more labor will have to be expended upon their improve-
ment. The employés have otherwise been kept constantly busy, and such as were deemed
inefficient were promptly discharged.

Two thousand six hundred and forty-eight bushels of wheat were ground in the agency-
mill daring the year. More would have been ground but for the uraccountable delay in the
arrival of the new smutter, ordered early in March last.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. S. MEDARY,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Fort PECK UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,
Fort Peck, Montana, September 26, 1376,

Sir: In compliance with directions I have the honor to submit my first annual report of
the affairs of the Fort Peck Indian agency.

Fort Peck, the headquarters of this agency, is located on the north bank of the Missouri
River, 375 miles by land above the city of Bismarck, Dak., and 275 miles below Fort Benton,
Mont. A more unsuitable location could scarcely have been selected on the Missouri River
for an Indian agency. The buildings stand on a narrow bench or bottom at the base of a bluff
probably one hundred feet in height, and, if the river should cut away its banks at this point
as rapidly the coming as it ha8 the past season, both ground and buildings will have been
washed away. The country, too, surrounding is not adapted to the purposes for which it
was selected. The bottom-lands for miles above and below are low, marshy, and liable to
overflow. Those lying contiguous to the north are dry, sterile, and unproductive. There is
1o land at this point under cultivation or suitable for farming purposes.

The Indians under my charge consist of Yanctonnais, Assinaboines, Gros Ventres, Unepa-
pas, Brulés, and Tetons, branches of the great Sioux family, famed in their past history as
the most cruel, wild, 