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RATIFIED TREATY NO. 281 

i. DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE NEGOTIATION OF THE 

TREATY OF DECEMBER 26, 1854, WITH THE NISQUALLI, 

PUYALLUP, AND OTHER INDIANS 
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| : oe Seattle. Jany. 6th 1855 

Dear Sir : ; 

| we spent two days at work on the Puyallup reserve, 

taking six Indians to cut in advance of us, The ground select- 

E : ed as the best lies adjoining & east of Swan & Riley's claim, 

: & runs 1 1/2 miles South Easterly along the beach. I should 

have preferred on account of the ground to have. run another 

half mile, but a man who has built a cabin ghote them had so i 

: _ fixed his location that I was afraid to do so, especially as 

he was on the watch to get damages, The formation of the land 

- will make the shape of this reservation still worse than the 

f other, but for the purposes of the Indians it is ens good 

4 one, affording excellent ground to haul up their panoes, a 

. . mall stream in which they take the winter salmon, & ground of 

good quality for their potato patches, A high bluff, say 150 j 

feet, rises a short distance back, very steep & coming to the 

water at the eastern extremity, ranging farther back & more 

gradual towards: the west. We found the woods very thick with ~— 

: much fallen timber & undergrowth of small firs, which made it 

impossible to survey without previously cutting a trail. . As we 

| expected Major Goodwin back on Wednesday & I wished to report to 

you first, I aia not attempt to go entirely round, but chained 

_\ the beach, chained & cut half a mile on the western side & ene 

: . within: a few chains of half a mile on the eastern side, where we 

were cut off by a canon, which bounds it toe the east & there turns 

ae suddenly southward, Back of this there is table land pretty sure | 

go far as we could see, & heavily timbered, It is then a few ; 

: wiies back to the Prairie or open country, & there is no probabil- 

ity of sottlement from that direction, We marked the front lines 

beyond mistake, Swan and Riley have out a trail for horses : 

through the weeta to Steilacoom, about ten miles. ‘The Indians : 

si SARE A QT UA ait 
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| ___ wh need only thi ground on the beach, & lying back upon @ rich 
a | Marshy plat for cultivation, Their fellows never go into the 

| -—s woods & know nothing of the country behind, Should you deem it 

desireable, the remainder of the line round the reservation 

gan be cut out at any time hereafter, but it will take, if done by : 

' .) Indian work, nearly a week, 

Swan proposes if you will let him have spades & axes, . ‘ 

. : to set the Indians at work at once upon their land & make them 

. put up their houses there, Ye found three large lodges at his 

; house & another a short distance below, when we arrived & many 

“others came in afterwards, He will be responsible for the tools. 

If you like the idea, you can send them to Dr Webber's at 

: Steilacoom for him. He seems to take a good deal of interest Es 

in the matter & I think will nagiage 4t well, Says he means to 

; "make them build in a line & will burn olam shells & white wash 

ji the houses. They are of great use to him as they haul his seine 

and do his work generally. He keeps a store & sells flour — 

calicoes & the usual Indian goods, I was well pleased with both 

q him & his partner & believe them to be perfectly fair & honest: as 

| well as friendly in their conduct towards the Indians. 

the $*Komanish came over & commenced a talk about the — 

@ reservation - wanted another in their country. We shut them up ; 

i by telling them it was too late to talk about that, They should 

, have mentioned it hefore signing the paper. The .presents were 

distributed by raffle, There were some fifty Indians present & 

the number was of articles very small, & we thought that mode 

the best under the circumstances, The result was funny enough. 

. Mén drew the shawl & one woman's dress, & a blind aoothr, the 

ss Mooking gkass. We found that the half breeds and Irish on the 

F : Plains had been putting dissatisfaction into their heafs again, 

On concluding what I deemed adviseable at the Puyallup, 

we came down here in the Scho, and last night Major Goodwin re- — 

turned in the Steamer, we find that since Simmons passed the 

oe ce i oun ick nda SN RAN ED RRS BS ANS
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; ' ‘Tn@dene have got. another kink at this ‘place. The merchants have 
; ‘been advising then not to treat except for money, and a parcel of 

; Klikatet Indians, it is said, or as I think some of the band who 
live up this line towards the foot of the mountains have urged them 

not to go, as to the ‘Skokomish, but to insist on treating here, 
they, have put it into 01d Seattle's head that if he treats up | 

: there his paper will be taken away and some one put over hin, ie 
_ Maynard informed us of it % said that he had talked to seattle 

F again but unsuccessfully so far. ‘I think Simmons will put thea ae 

k right on his return, 7 

There has been quite an affair here - some one has stolen 

- «| Collins’ grist mili, & ® general alarm prevades the community, 

It is said that they have chained the Methodist church to a big 

. fir tree, : 

We are off as soon as the tide turns for the Skokomish, 

; The cutter left last night - weather damnable, 

“ very reapy & truly 

George 2s 

"Gov, stevens. 

i i esac ia cle sd biD SRSA AIL 2 ARERR iste!
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Council Ground, Walla Walla Valley, W.T. ] 
: August 20,2856, ; 
E Hon, Geo. W, Manypenny, a 

a Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 4 
a " Washington, D.C. ; j 

4 Sir: 7 

F oe On the fourth of this month, I had @ conference with. 4 
aS the Puyallup & Nisqually Tribes of Indians at the temporary 
4 ie reservation assigned to them on Fox's Island, near Steilacoom. ‘ 
. The parties who had surrendered were present, They numbered ‘ 

é- Some three hundred men, women & children, The whole number of Z 

. ; Indians of the two tribes amounted to about seven hundred and ' 

: fifty. ‘The war having been eventually brought to a close on ' 

. the Sound, only one war party of some six or seven men, under | 

E Jim, a Nisquilly, and one of the murderers of White & Northorp, 

a  bedng out, 1t seemed to me the time had come to place them on the. 

: reservation, secured to them by the treaty, or in such other 

ee reservations, as in the terms of the treaty, would proncte their fs 

g good and the public advantage. Accordingly I met them to , 

a make the necessary arrangements to execute the treaty, and by 

3 my invitetion Lieut. Col. Casey in command of the Military : 
a District of Puget Sound, Gapt, Maloney the former commander and 

E other officers were present. By my particular request Adjt. 

fs .Genl. James Titton of the washington Territory Voluntecrs anda 

; Surveyor General of the Territory was also prosent. 

a In the é interenes I was assisted by Col. M.T. Simmona, 

: -. the General Agent of the Puget Sound District and Capt. S.S. 

‘ ‘Fora Jr. the local Agent. q 

v pe i :
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a aoe _ In my report transmitted in May last, giving a brief 

a History of the Superintendency during the present Indian war, 

- I stated that after the conclusion of the treaty with the Tribes 

4 at the head of the Sound, I caused the reservations set apart . 

a for the Puyallups and Nisqualjies to be examined, and became 3 

a satisfied that in some respects, though indi ented by the Indians - 4 

. _ themselves, they were not adapted to their wants and should 4 

ia either be enlarged or changed. That I sent word to the ; 

a Nisquallies to this effect by my interpreter B.?F. Shaw Eeqe, q 

now Lieut. Col, Shaw of the Washington ferritory Volunteers, 4 

. betore I laft the Sound for the Blackfoot Country, That by 4 

« my direction the Agent, Col. Simmons, gave them the same assur- 

. ances in his ainual visit to the tribes of his District. I 4 
e a also stated that these Tribes hed remained faithful as Ordbes. 

e That the hostiles were refugees from these and other tribes, ee 

a c that by the vigorous sroseoutdion of the war, the whole hostile oa 

a force on the Sound, Jim's: party alone excepted, had beer 

r reduced to absolute submission, or driven across the mountains. 

f They were driven across,a small party of 8 oe fifty warriors, : 4 

in March whilst the snow was still deep and they are now : 

desirous of returning and submitting to the authorities. I shall : 

> receive them.and place them upon the reservation, with the 

exception of certain leaders and murderers whose Cases will be | 

_- more particularly referred to in another communication, : 

: Under these circumstances, it seemed to me that : 

bY ; : 

- me 6
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‘ ' 
p . humanity and sound policy required that no delay should occur 

a in establishing these Indians upon reservations, suitable 
a ' to their wants and where they would be contented, | 
a . The result of the conference was that E agreed to ; 
bs recommend to the Department a change in the Nisqually and an ‘ 
on . @nl ar gement of the Puyallup Hen nhion, The reservations i 
Ee however not to be definitely settled, till they had been ' 
e carefully Surveyed. Et is proposed to locate the Nisquallies 
: ; neue the mouth of the Wisqually River and the Puyallups on the 
ie resérvation Near the mouth of the Puyellup secured in the Treaty, 

: but enlarged so that the horse Indians shall have sufficient 
a range for animals within the boundaries of the reservation, 
2 ae I have directed the Agent, Col. Simmons, to have the 

ground immediately surveyed and shall report the result to the ‘ 
Dept, &8 early as practicable, 

: 
» In the meantime, I deem it of consequence to plant . : these Indians this fall upon the reservations, and I propose 
o _ dm advance of and anticipating the approvel of the pepartment 
a : immediately tO move them upon the completion of the surveys, and 

. to put up houses for the winter. - 
: : The taking of this responsibility I deem essential : ‘ 

to preserving the relations of confidence and g00d will which : 4 
now eXists and £ trust the Department in view of the suffering : q 
both of the whites ana the Indians of the Sound in consequence . 

. ; of the war, will approve of this course as a peace measure, d 

ay 

CJ 
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ae Coe “40 ae : 

. IT enfclose the procecdings of the conference, They 

be were now satisfactory to the Indians, my words and views were... _ 

a ; Wore than onsethira present were Indians who had surrendered 

] unconditiona@ly, £ wish to follow up the good impression by 

“ acts, which will show te the Indians, that they live under es 
a @ fatherly and merciful Government. ee S. ‘ 

e . £ will request that the Balances remaining in th: e 

a a Treasury of the First appropriation made to carry out the treaty | 

. with the Indians at the head of the Sound be remitted without 

‘delay, 

F Also that in the event of the treathes being confirmed, 

F that one-half the sums appropriated for the removal of Indians 

4 : on the gound, be remitted to me, and a cmall part of the sums 

. appropriated for the same purpose, in the case of the Wes Peraes 

: e and Platheads. Also that one~half of the several annual. 

: appropriations be remitted. : 

t am, Sir, very respectfully, 

, Your most dbedient, 

. Isaac I, Stevens 

d - Gov. & Supt. 
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