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OUR PLATFORM

1. We stand for vigorous and impartial enforcement of the
game and fish laws.

2. We stand for federal dontrol of migratory birds and
prohibition of spring shooting.

3. We stand for co-operation with stockmen in a vigorous
campaign againet predatory animals.

4. We stand for an adequate system of Game Refuges.

6. We stand for such an increase in game and fish as will
furnish legitimate sport for every citizen.

6. We are opposed in general to the public propagation in
New Mexico of foreign specles as a substitute for native
American game.

7. We represent 1,000 members, each and every one pledged
©  to observe the letter of the law and the spirit of good
sportsmanship. ¢

8 We are not in politics.
9. We stand behind every warden who does his duty.

10. We offer $50.00 reward for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of any person killing antelope,

HOW TO HELP

1. First of all, join the nearest local Game Protective Asso-
ciation. The dues are only $1.00 for regular members,
and $10.00 for contributing members who can easily af-
ford it. Remember that every dollar helps, and every new
member adds to our power for good work. 5

2. Observe the game law, and report violations of the law
which come to your notice to any of our officers.

3. If you hunt or fish, be a real sportsman. There is more
honor in giving a square deal than in getting the limit.

4. If you can afford to do so,.contribute a small sum for the
support of the state association. Funds are sorely needed.
Any amount, however large or small, is welcome.

5. If you cannot contributé money, contribute some of your

mountain sheep, or ptarmigan.

time. Ask your local officers for a job. There is work
" for all.
y 6. When you have read TuHE PINE CONE, hdnd 1t to a friend.
As the cone scatiers t_?uc seeds of the pine and Help spread the idea.
the fir tree, so may this little paper scatter the
seeds of wisdom and ufndh standing among men. 7. “Remember the Buffalo.”

FIGHT TO SAVE BIRDS NE!}&RS DECISION

Paid Lobby of Spring Shooters Demands That Congress Hand Over|
Scalp of Migratory Bird Law on a Silver Platter. New Mexico
Sportsmen Defend Law and Are Immediately Attacked By![iior
Publicity Agents of Interstate ‘‘Protective’’ Association. Issue|
to Be Decided Soon; Meanwhile Fate of Our Water Fowl and
Song Birds Hangs in the Balance.

it beats pusiness how hell keeps up” is the
best characterization of recent events in the
* cornbelt.
A few months ago there loomed up on the
" Berizon a new organization siyled the “In-
mstate Sportsmen’s Proiective Association.”
" With a well filled treasure chest in Kansas
et - tgls organization proceeaed Lo deveiop
s bmnches in the neighboring states, and not
long after apgeared in Washington with a
written demand fer the scalp of the Federal
Migratory Bird Law. The first stages of the
ensuing pariey were recounted in our last is
sue and resulted in a rupture of friendly rela:
tions between the Interstate Association and
the Biological Survey.

Next came a sudden attack on the law in
the House of Representatives. About this time
defenders of wild life, including our New Mex-
ico Association, began to wake up, and the
effort to kill the law In the House was over-
whelmingly defeated.

New Mexico Protests.

But the end is not yet. In the two months
which have elapsed, the spring shooters have
been mobilizing all their forces and are ready
to make a last and desperate attack in the

. Senate. The details of the whole matter are
recounted in the following lstter sent by our
Association to all Senators:

“To THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE:

" 1In the near future the Agricultural Appro-
priation Bill, bearing an appropriation of
350,000 for the enforcement of the Federal
Migratory Bird Law, will come before the
Senate. Because this law restricts their shoot-
ing privileges and prevents the old and fatal
practice of ‘spring-shooting,’ the Interstate
‘Sportsmen’s’ Protective Association will launch
an attack seeking to kill this law by defeating
the appropriation for its enforcement. Falling
this, they will, according to their announced in-
tention, seek its repeal.

“This law is the most important single item
of progressive game legislation in the United
States, and this altack menaces the interests
of 5,000,000 American Sportsmen and bf all
generations to come. Our Association, repre-
genting 1,000 New Mexico -Sportsmen, most
earnestly urges you, and all other progressive
Senators:—

1. To be on the “firing line” when the time
comes.

2. To stand up for the migratory bird law.

3. To ezpose the Spring Shooters’ Lobby.

4. To defeat the *“game hogs’ once for all,
and more than that, give the Secretary of
Agriculture $100,000 with which to enforce
this just law.

“When we apply to the term ‘game hog’ to
the leaders of the Interstate Sportsmen’s As-

| goclation, we speak not lightly nor abusively,
| but with earnest regret based on full knowledge

. of the facts. A bare outline of their argu-
ments and actions ought to convince any un-
prejudiced student of facts of the cynical self-
igshness which underlies their movement. We
will try to be very brief.

“It is well'to know in the firsi place that
the spring-shooting movement is backed by
imillionaire shooting clubs—mostly men from

" Chicago and Kansas City. The game supply
for the common citizen is nothing to them.
With their baited preserves they will have
shooting as long as there is a-duck left in the
Mississippi- Valley. When these are gone thsy
can go elsewhere.

=

“Handsomely financed and attorneyed b
these men, the spring-shooters first sought
bulldoze the U. S. Biological Survey to grant
a special open season up .to March 31.
scant respect for the public’s sense of humd
this special privilege was solemnly deman
in the name of ‘equal and exaect justice
ai.” i

the middle West, the Biological Survey offerﬁ

Mareh 10. This was contemptuously rejected

and the spring-shooters proceeded to demand

March 31 under the euphonious name of ‘late

winter’ shooting. More than this, they are now

“Conceding frequent dry fall conditions inm febll

hem t.he pratevtion they so sorely need? What
aw stopped the nefarious plume hunters?
What law stopped the shameful slaughter of
‘came’? What indeed, but the
ligratory Bird Law?

“Thirdly, the repeal of the Migratory Bird
Law is claimed in the name of ‘sportsmanship’
and ‘game conservation’, because forsooth, the
_alma.nts have stopped market-hunting in
. resective states. As well might some

,aﬁ—e-——.;

‘ vﬁ‘&wns citizen claim two votes for president.

use forsooth, he no longer indulged in
is former habit of committing murder.

“Last of all, the petition submitted by the
t rsﬁtte League to (,ongress contains the
faced assertion that all® three United
states District Courts whlch have passed on
18 law beld it unconstitutional. This is a
| misstatement Of 1acts. We WOUIQ ratner
an unintentional error, but inasmuch as
a petitlon was drafted by well informed
awyers, we cannot. Besides, what has consti-
titionality to do with merit? If this move-
?ant. were backed by real sporismen they

ould help rearrange the legal technicalities

SPRING 8

the Senate very soon.
This treaty will bind Can

efit to both countries.
: It will also settle forever
gratory Bird Law.
It is hard to believe, but
the1r opposition to this treaty i

ly complained against the slaug

from THE GULF TO THE

SENATORS, STAND UP FOR THE
CANADIAN TREATY !

THE GREATEST MOVE IN YEARS ABOUT TO GO
THROUGH UNLESS DEFEATED BY

BRGNS
A special wire to the Pixe ConE states that the Canadian
treaty for the protection of migratory birds will come up in

protection as we do, and will aqwously be of tremendous ben-

ly hope they have changed theuﬂ minds since. They have loud-

is their chance to stop it. Canada is willing.

In the face of common oppertunity, as in the face of com-
mon danger; let all sportsmen, all senators, all citizens, pull
together for decent protection jof American migratory game

LLECES RS o

HOOTERS.

aha to give the birds the same

the conbtltutmnahty of our Mi-

the spring shooters announced
1 February, 1914. We earnest-

ntel of ducks in CUanada. Here

~

AIRCTIC CIRCLE!

demanding the repeal of the whole law, song-
pirds and all. And here are their arguments:

“First, the Biological -Survey did not do as
they- were told. Therefore they are called
‘erooks.’

“Second, it is solemnly argued that the
abolition of spring shooting has reduced the
sale of hunting licenses, and thus left the

quail and songbirds unprotected. Such an argu- ||

ment would test the patience of gaints. Do two
wrongs make a right? Must the opulent mid-
dle West prostitute itself to raise the money
to protect quail? As for 'songbirds, what but
the migratory bird law itself has ever given

‘and make the law constitutional, if necessary,
and then bring up their little grievances, if
any, as to regulations on ducks. No true
sportsman would - endanger the future of our
'songbirds for the sake of his personal shoot-
ing privileges. As from the beginning of our
history as a pation, constitutionality is made
the stalking horse for greed and selfishiness.
“But it is useless to theorize about the
Migratory Bird Law. The facts are plain, brief,
sufficient, and admitted. It is a fact that for
30 years prior to the passage of this law, our
wildfowl supply steadily decreased. It is a
(Continued on page 2.)

and  dalivas

APPEAL TO THE B. P. O. E.

Crying Need for Concerted Action by Elk's
Lodges and Sportsmen in Stamping out
—once tor all—Shameful Practice of
Slaughtering HElk for Teeth. 300
Splendid Bulls Butchered Around
Yellow Stone Park and Left
to Rot.

In this year of our Lord 1816, after twenty
centuries of alleged ciwhzation, and twenty
years of aelleged protection for American game,
word comes to us from reliable sources that
300 bull elk were butchered last winter around
Yellowstone National Park—by market hunt-
ers—jor their teeth. One hundred carcasses
were found in one place—tusks knocked out—
and the meat left as food for the coyotes.
Meanwhile we, brother sportsmen,—or at least
many of us—stand by in smug complacency,

anwepiras af ploagsnt plstitcie

on “model game laws,” “modern game pro

tection,” and other drivelling substitutes for | =

action.

We imagine—in fact we are quite sure—
that to the average American sportsman, the
idea of wholesale slaughter of the famous
Yellowstone Elk herd would seem a preposter-
ous impossibility. He would point with pride
to Wyoming's model game law, and opine that

such things do not happen in this day and

generation. He would forget, as usual,. that
game laws grow in dusty law books, and gen-
erally stay there. He would forget, as usual,

the tremendous gap that exists between mere-

laws, and their actual enforcement on the
ground; the gap between mere words, and
actual ‘facts.

But does not this
wanton butchery, in defiance of law, at last
furnish an eye-opener of sufficient magnitude
to cause that comfortable person, the American
Sportsman, to wake up? We fervently hope so.
And if we hope right, what is said sportsman,
duly awakened, going to do about it?

Co-operate With the B. P, 0. E.

Right here we wish to suggest that a power-
ful ally, already organized, and to a large ex-
tent able to wipe out this tusk-hunting at one
blow, already stands at our very door. The
possibility of organized cooperation by the
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks is not a
new 1dea; it is simple an idle one. It has been
going to waste. What it needs now is to be
put to work. What needs now to be done is
to give the Elks Lodges the facts, and ask
them to cut off, annihilate, and destroy the
market for elk tusks, as far as lies within thelir
power, now and henceforth forever.

We have excellent reason to believe that
the B. P. O. E’s response will be prompt,
hearty, and effective. They have already re-
peatedly demonstrated their real interest in
conserving the elk, not only in word, but in
indeed. They have appropriated hard cash to
restock our depletsd elk ranges, as for instance
in the case of the Sitgreaves herd in Arizona.
They have helped get an appropriation to feed
the Jackson’s Hole Herd during heavy winter
storms. And we confidently believe that they
will help now to destroy the market-hunter by
destroying his market.

Get Busy, Sportsmen,

But let no man think that the elk guestion
can be merely unloaded upon the willing
shoulders of the B. P. 0. E. We must stay
with it. We muast make public sentiment. We
must give proper credit, not only to the chief
officers of the B. P. 0. E. but to every in-
dividual member, for whatever he may do to
forego the wearing of tusks. We must insist
on beiter patrol of the elk ranges. We must
get behind the Game Refuge Bill. And last
but not leas!, we must remember that no kind
of game, is ever “safe,” and that eternal vigil-
ance and sledgehammer blows are the price of
real game protection.

How about it, American sportsmen?

How about it, B. P. 0. B.?

instance- of wholesale,
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THE CRISIS.

The movement for the conservation of Amer-
jean wild life is a fight between reaction and
progress. At the present time it comes pretty
near being a fight with bare fists. :

The spring shooters are launching a desper-
ate attack against the Migratory Bird Law,

ation. Kill it, and you will kill at one blow the

The market hunters have stolen 500 pairs of
elk tusks from under the very gates of the!
Yellowstone National Park. Rampant com- |
mercialism of this sort is not an omen. It is
not a threat. It is open deflance. It means
that our paper game laws are brushed aside
witn impunity, and held up to derision and
scorn.

The quibblers have pigeonholed the Game
Refuge Bill, indifferent alike to overwhelming
public demand and immediate need for Iits
passage. Thousands of individuals and argan-
izations have insistently demanded game
We have noted just two men and one
newspaper who have opposed "them. But noth-
ing happens.

The game hogs have exterminated two of
our rinest New Mexico game species and are
about to wipe out four more. And still we hear
constantly of shameless sheep poaching, want-
on butchery of antelope, and the like. ‘‘Paper
protection” is indeed a polite name for our
system. )

Now what is the significance of these things,
and what will be the outcome?

Progress will of course ultimately win out.
Progress is truth, and “Truth is that which
prevails in the long run.” 'But there is this
difference between progress in our cause and
in others: VICTORY MAY COME TOO LATE.
Defer the death of the game hog ten years and
the best of our wild life will be gone, {

The present moment is therefore the Crisis.

IT IS NOW OR NEVER,

THE NEW MEXICO MOVEMENT AND THE
. WEST.

The New Mexico movement for better game
protection has made first base. There is no
longer any doubt about it. By word of mouth,
by letter, by press, and by telegraph, from all
over the country, we hear from people who are
interested, who offer to back us up, who want
to know more about what New Mexico is do-
ing, or who have a good word for the way it is
done, f

We mention these things not in a boasting
gpirit, but rather in a spirit of encouragement
tc the man who has handed in his dollar, sign-
ed up the platform and lived up to It, and is

MIGATORY BIRD LAW
FIGHT NEARS DECISIO

(Continued from page 1.) :
fact that during the four years since its enact-
ment our wildfowl supply has steadily increas-
ed. It is a faet that they must increase still
more before the common citiZzen, the man who
does not and cannot belong to a shooting club,
can have the shooting to which he is entitled.
Why then destroy this law which has proven
its benetits? Why demand five months' shoot-
ing when it has been proven that the ducks
can stand only three? 1s there any reagonable
man who would demand five months' shoot-
ing on quail? He would say ‘No.. Quail can’t
stand it. I would rather shoot one month and
have something to shoot at’. Why is not the
same f{rue of ducks? It is true, and people
would see it but for a cloud of dust thrown
up to confuse the issue.

“In closing, we will state that the spring
shooters’ grievance (though we belieye they had
Do just cause for complaint), has been met by
the Biological Survey who have published their
intention of extending the open season to
March 10 in Illinois, lowa, Nebraska, Kansas
and Missouri. g

“Can we count on your help?

: Very respectfully yours,

NEW MEXICO GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOC.
Mirtes W. Burrorp, President.
Roeerr E. Dierz, Secretary.”

" *Goodnight, New Mexico."”

Our protest was of course published in a
number of eastern papers, and promptly drew
forth a sarcastic but evasive reply from E. T.
Grether of St. Louis, chief publicity man for

said, Mr. Grether. “Try and forget about the

But we were not ready to say goodnight, nor
to forget. We answered Mr, Greiher with the
TEN PLAIN QUESTIONS appearing elsewhere
in this issue. To date Mr. Grether has not an-
swered. We challenge him, or any other spring
shooter, to answer these ten questions and come
out of the ordeal with any semblance of a repu-
tation as a sportsman.

A Bluff That Was Called.

aBsociation wag attacked in the lowa papers
by the secretary of the Des Moines County
“Game Protective” Association,
the Interstate league. This gentleman was
promptly wagered $200 casb that he could not
prove his statements, and was also challengéd
to answer the TEN PLAIN QUESTIONS. To
date he has done neither.

Why This Fight is a Orisis.

the spring shooters. '"Goodnight, New Mexico,” ||

Central Wesi sportsmen and their challenge.” |

a branch of |

the legal status of the federal law, the con-

sequences of possible failure to defeat the
Bpring shooters might not be so serious. But as
.& matter of faet, not enly have the foreca 1
of the Supreme Court’s action grown steadi
more TIfavorable, but & mnew and absolutel
certain solution of the law's constitutionality
is in sight. This solution is a treaty with Con:
ede for the mutual protection of migratory
birds, under which all necessary regulations
could be promulgated in both countries. All
sportsmen have for years desired and hoped
for this treaty, but the spring shooters long ago
anounced that they will jight it tooth and nail.

degraded selfishness and the limit of politeness
or patience. We unequivocally denounce men
who would do this as pot-hunters and game
hogs of the deepest dye, and their attitude and
actions as a blot on the good name of American
gportsmanship. Finally, we most earnestly im-
plore all decent citizens and right-thinking sen-
ators to bend every effort toward the permanent
and overwhelming defeat of the spring-shooting
movement.

If there were any longer any doubt as to |

Such action would indeed be the epitome of ||

| DO MISSOURI DUCKS NEST IN MARCH?

‘Unimpeachable Evidence That a Season End-
ing March 81 Would Mean the Slaughter
of Laying Hens.

Special to Pine Cone.

“As further evidence as to the fact that
wild migratory ducks are breeding in Kansas
and Missouri, in places where they are per-
mitted to do so, I add the following:

“On June 20, a dog, a boy, a man and myself
caught two pectoral sandpipers, nearly fledged,
but from separate nests. IKound three nests of
biue-winged teal, 1 just hatching, the others
with ten and twelve eggs. Caught two young
blue-winged teal, one estimated age six weeks,
the other seven weeks.

“Also caught two young pintails, from separ-
ate nests, at least a mile apart. Both were at
ledast eight weeks old, almost fully feathered,
primaries about one inch long. Could not have
been readily caught without a dog. These
must have hatched during the last week in
April (May 4 is the latest possible date.) If
we allow four weeks for incubation for pintails
(probably 23 days for teal), these ducks hegan
setting April 6 as the latest possible date, f'o
lay 8 to 12 eggs would require at least 10 to
14 days; theretore egy laying must have actual-
ly begun about March 23 at the latest—most
probably ¢ week earlier.”

—KFrom letter of Dr. George W. Field, dated
June 23, 1916, at Kansas City, Mo.

.\HSSU'C(RI LEAGUE DISAVOWS ACTS OF
REPRISAL,

- Just as the PINE CONE goes t0O press, a most
welcome letier appears in the columns oi the
SPORTSMEN'S REVIEW, addressed to the New

Mexico Association by Mr. H. F. Mardort, pres-

ident of the Missouri Kish and Game League.
L'his league, as we understand it, is an import-
ant branch of the Interstate Association. Mr.
lardori states in eflect that while his organi-
itation wants an open season up to March 31,

by no means approves of the tactics used by

i the Interstate Association to this same end. Mr.
At the same time a former officer of our |

lardori specifically disavows the attack on the
ppiropriation bill and the acts of reprisal
gainst the Biological Survey, and says: "It
as not the league's idea that anything could
¢ome of that fight but ill-feeling and probabile
fdisaster to both the interests of the government
nd those of the sportsmen of Missouri.”
. Of course we here in New Mexico emphatical-
v disagree with Mr, Mardorf on the question of
he March 31 season. We are abhsolutely sure
hat a majority of sportsmen all over the coun-
rdothe same.  But it ig positively refreshing
0 know that there is at least one man among
he opposition who is ready to fight like a gen-

THE BACKERS OF THE SPRING SHOOT.

ING MOVEMENT.

THos. J. PENDERGAST, Kansas City. Wealthy
liguor dealer and boss of a political gang known
as “The Goats.” Said to make political capital
out of distributing dead game birds.

K. F. SwinNey, Kansas City. Millionaire
panker and part owner of séveral shooting clubs.

K. T. GerHER, St. Louis, chief publicity
gent. Was an ardent supporter of the law un-
il Dr. Palmer of the Biological Survey refused
o appoint him as a federal game warden. Has

een fighting the law ever since, apparently out
f animosity for Dr. Palmer.

| A D. HoLrHaus, St. Louis, representing the
pring shooters in Washington.

SHooring CLupss, about forty of them, who

ant to shoot as long as there is a duck left to
hoot at.

I it AL el S eV e 2 AT . AL SHIO B € i)
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Law, wild fowl decreased; that since then

the eppropriation of any sum at ali?

question. Why do not they?

now wondering what has come of it all. 1,000
solid citizens have done this, and their work
i bearing fruit a thousand fold.

It was only the other day that our Assacia-
tion was honored with a letter from Hon.f
'George Brodigan, Secretary of State for Nev-t
ada. announcing his intention of organizing)
the state of Nevada along the lines of the|
New Mexico plan. This is only one of the mauy
inguiries that have come in literally frcm ihe
Atlantic to the Pacific.

Of course the actual work of saving our|
game supply has only begun. LET NO MAN
THINK THAT WHEN HE HAS GIRDED UP |
HIS LOINS HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED SOME-

THING. He has not. He has merely seen 2 '

E not leave it to Louisianaf

Ten Plain Questions Which We Challenge Spring Shooters

L. Nobody has denied that for years piior to the cperation of the Migratory Bird

drain of our growing army of 5,000,000 hujters they must increase still more,
then can they stand a lengthening of the dpen season?

2. The spring shooters claim that dueks are not mated in March. Neither are quail.
But would the spring shooters assert that as a reason for shooting quail in March?

3. The spring shooters claim that the Biological Survey has failed to enforce
the law. Will somebody please outline a pien whereby this law, restraining the killing
instincts of 5,000,000 men, could be adequately enforced for $50,0007 :

4. 1If the spring shooters cannot do this, and we know they cannot, why do they
not demand the appropriation of an adequate sum? And why do they now try to defeat

6. The spring shooters plainly imply that one reason why they seek the repeal of
the federal law is the alleged incompetency'of the Biological Survey officials.
ing Missouri had an “incompetent” game wirden.
repeal of the whole Missourt game law in orler to “get’ the man who administered it?

6. The spring shooters say that if we want something really worth while opposing,
why do we not turn our attention to market hunters and swivel guns? We reverse the

7. The attempt to kill or repeal the Feleral Migratory Bird Law, without offering
any substitute for it, necessarily implies the contention that the states are competent
to take care of migratory game, without redelra.l interference, Why, then, do the spring
: shooters complain of those 80,000 ducks killi

fighting chance, and taken it, J

Ll

8. The spring sheoters, in their petitibn to Congress, refer to the protection of
Does anyone deny that the Migratory Bird Law, given an adequate appro-
priation for its enforcement, is the one and only effective instrument for their protec-

songhirds.

tion?

9. Judge Elliott of the federal court of South Dakota held the Migratory Bird Law
Why then do the spriig shooters, and their attorneys, persist in
the mis-statement that “in every case wher: the issue was raised as to the law’s con-
stitutionality, the United States courts declared it to be unconstitutional?”’

10. Does the spring shooters' orgam;:.jaticm, the INTERSTATE BPORTSBMEN'S
PROTECTIVE ABSOCIATION, ewist to protit “sportsmen’ or to protect game?

to be constitutional.

‘hey have increased; and that to meet the
How

Suppos-
Would the spring shooters seek thé

]

’d last fall in one place on the gulff Why
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LOCAL DOINGS

Silver City Notes.

President Miles W. Burford reports that
dov_es are more plentiful in the Silver City
region than for, years past. Bandtailed
Pigeons, thanks to the Migratory Law, are
also on the increase.

Ruqning- true to form, the Silver City As-
sociation has already started to gather in the
season’s bag of law-breakers. Recently a non-
resident was found ecatching trout on Dry
Creek without a license. Forest Ranger Bone-
brake made the “discovery” and Mr. Burford
conducted the “assay.” The gentleman was
found guilty and fined $65.00. In accordance
with our usual custom, we hereby invite the
defendant to become a member of the local
Association and a law abiding sportsman,

The Silver City Association reports a steady
growth of game protection sentiment, not only
at home but throughout that part of the state.
Considerable interest has heen manifested at
Carrizozo, where J. MecSmith is taking steps
to enforce the law on antelope.

.

Santa Fe Notes.

Antelope Butchery in Estancia Valiley.

President F. R. Stevenson of the Santa Fe
Association reporis the recent apprehension of
a misguided citizen who took occasion to kill
four’ doves out of season. The case was turned
over to the State Game Warden, and the man
fined $50 and costs. Unfortunately the ‘fine
was suspended by the Justice of the Peace, but
the offender’s license was revoked.

The Santa Ke Association also turned in the
available evidence in a case where 4 hali-
domesticated antelope were killed by some un-
scrupulous degenerate in the HEstancia Valley.
We regret to report that in so far as known,
no punishment has resulted to date.

Carlsbad Game Protective Association.

“The quail situation in this county is much
improvea this year, evidently the exceptional-
ly dry Spring has had much to do with the
nesting. We expect to see a twenty - percent
increase in the supply this year.

“The last change in the fishing laws, legaliz-
ng the sale of cat-fish, was a mistake, and it
i3 to be regretted, the supply in the Pecos is

decreasing rapidly, and unless this river is

re-stocked soon, or the laws changed to pre-
vent the sale of cat-fish, there will be none
left in this river. We hope this will be one of
the changes to be discussed at the next Bession
of the Legislature, A
“Unless there is more interest shown in ke

half of the Guadalupe Mountain Big Horns, '
the herd will soon become a thing of the past.

i recently talked with a sheep man of that
section, and he advised me that people from

Texas were coming across the line into New

Mexico for the purpose of ling the Bi

Horns. The country the sheex%’ﬁ :?:
tremely rough? Very few people §ver go in that
particular section, unless they are there to
hunt the Big Horms. So far they have had mo
protection at all. °

“I have dsked the State Game Warden to ap-
point a paild Deputy in the Guadalupe sheep
district to watch the sheep. A deputy on a
salary can watch the trails and will know the
1IL.)_u:sil:lers:@« of parties wWho come into that sec-
ion.

“Unless we can place a paid deputy in this
particular section, the sheep are doomed. Hach
person interested in the preservation of the
Big Horns should help us with this endeavor.

“The unpaid wild animal bounty in this

county, is about $6,000.00. Our Association has
succeeded in getting the pledge of three of the
candidates for the office of County Commis-
sioners, if they are elected, to tranfer enough
money from the General Fund, to pay off the
indebtedness of the Wild Animal Bounty
Fund. The state laws prevent the transferring
of funds for this purpose.
. "ln union there is strength, hence we should
all get a pledge from each Senator or Leg-
islator from the respective counties in which
we are located, to introduce or support bills
that the State Association may frame. Our
Representatives from this County have already
pledged themselves. Are you doing your iIn-
dividual part?

DELBERT M. Jackson.”

A PLEASANT “DIVERSION.”

As Explained to an Albuquérque Sportsman.

A member of the Albuguerque Game Pro-
tective Association recently visited northern
New Mexico on a fishing trip. He camped on
the Cabresta creek a few miles above Questa.
As he was whipping the creek below the Ca-
bresta lake, a Spanish-American came along
and volunteered the information that if the
visitor really wished to get a good string of
trout, he should go up to the stream which
cvmpties into Cabresta lake and take them “by
hand.”

Inquiry as to the “by hand” method of fish-
ing led to information that above the lake
the stream divides and then comes together
again, forming an island. The native stated

that one of the branches iz easily dammed anad-

that it then goes dry. When the water has
been diverted out of the branch it is only
necessary to pick up the good sized fish which
are left flopping high and dry. If the water
is again let in promptly the small fish are
kept from perishing. (True sportsmanship!)

The Protectionist put the question directly

to the informant: “Do people around here fish

this way?’ He was told that all of the native
people took their trout in this manner and
that men from Walsenberg and Trinidad, Col-
orado, “fished” this way also.

The visitor did not see a fish scresn on any
ditch during his entire trip. He did see somse
very fine trout in some irrigating ditches
leading out of the Rio Hondo.
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