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DEXON®polyglycolic acid suture

Complete Product information

DESCRIPTION DEXON?® polyglycolic acid
Suture—Synthetic, Absorbable is a
homopolymer of glycolic acid.The sutures are
sterile, inerl, noncollagenous, nonantigenic,
nonpyrogenic, flexible, braided, either
undyed with a natural beige color or dyed
green with D&C Green No. 6. They are

uniform in size and tensile strength, but are
smaller in diameter than other Absorbable
Surgical Sutures of equivalent tensile strength.

ACTIONS When DEXON is placed in tissues a
minimal tissue reaction occurs, which is
followed by a microscopic layer of fibrous
connective tissue which grows info the suture
material. Animal studies (subcutaneous fissue
in rats, rabbits and dogs) revealed minimal
absorption at 7 to 15 days, significant
absomption at 30 days, and maximum
resorplion after 60 to 90 days. Tensile strength,
not being a function of the absorption rate,
may vary from tissue fo tissue, depending in
part on the rate of hydrolysis. The early tensile
strength of DEXON is reported fo be greater
than that of comparable chromic catgut. In
animal studies (subcutaneous tissue of rats,
rabbits and dogs) there occurred a 30 to
50% loss of initial tensile strength in one week
and 60 to 80% loss in two weeks, at which time
as in the case with chromic catgut no useful
residual tensile strength remains.

INDICATIONS DEXON sutures are indicated
whenever absorbable sutures and ligatures
are employed, provided that extended
approximation of tissues is not required or
where undue postoperative tension or stress
is not anticipated. DEXON is also indicated
where non-absorbable sutures are used for
their characteristic lack of tissue reaction.

CONTRAINDICATIONS DEXON is
contraindicated where extended
approximation of fissues under strain must be
maintained.

WARNINGS The safe use of this suture in
cardiovascular and neural surgery has not
been established.

Under cerlain circumstances, notably
orthopedic procedures, immobilization by
external support may be employed af the
discretion of the surgeon.

Do not resterilize. Discard opened, unused
sutures.

PRECAUTIONS. Acceptable surgical practice
should be followed with respect to drainage
and closure of infected wounds. DEXON
suture knots must be properly placed to be
secure. Therefore, place first throw in precise
position for final knot, using a double loop,
fie second throw square using horizontal
tension; additional throws may be used as
desired. Skin sutures which remain in place
for periods of longer than seven days may
cause localized topical iritation and the
extended portion of suture may be snipped
off after five io seven days, as indicated.

ADVERSE REACTIONS Those reactions that
have been reported include tissue reaction
or inflarmmation, fibrous or granulation fissue,
wound separafion and bleeding and
accumulation of fiuid around subcuticular
stitches.

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION Use as
required. Do not resterilize. Discard opened,
unused sufures.

HOW SUPPLIED Suture sizes 7-0 through 2.
Supplied in cut lengths or ligating reels,
non-needled or affixed to the various
DAVIS + GECK ATRAUMATIC®needles in one
and three dozen packages.
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