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President’s Statement 

An Introduction to WSO’s New President 

I the spring, a two-and-a-half-year-old boy asks his grandpa, ‘‘What is that 
sound?”’ The brick mason, 25 years in this country since immigrating from 

Sweden, replies ‘‘That’s a Mourning Dove.” The little boy doesn’t forget that 
one, and in the ensuing months asks the same question many times about dif 
ferent voices he hears and birds he sees. Each time his grandpa answers, and by 
the end of the summer the boy knows quite a few species by call, song, and sight. 
His life list stands at 10: Mourning Dove, European Starling, American Robin, 
English Sparrow (nowadays House Sparrow), House Wren, Purple Martin, Chim- 
ney Swift, Common Nighthawk, pigeon (Rock Dove), and Gray Catbird. In the 
fall, he asks his grandpa to write these names on the first page of a small, spiral- 
bound notebook, which he saves. As of that spring, the boy became an orni- 
thologist. 

Over the next few years, he adds many other birds to the notebook, almost all 
tracked down by himself with the help of a tiny Burgess bird guide. He also has 
started to find nests and collect one egg from each species, gluing the blown 
eggs onto a board that hangs on the wall above his bed. Now, he is also an 
oologist. 

By the time he is 10, he has noted and recorded, in his boyish fashion, all sorts 
of behavioral interactions between birds and other animals and their habitats. 
Now, he is an ecologist. It all started because of his innate fascination with birds 
and nature, and a grandpa who also loved and learned the out-of-doors by him- 
self. 

Today, the boy is still most of these “‘ologists,”” and has even added a few more. 
He is writing this to you as an introduction to himself, and, as you soon will see, 
also to editorialize briefly on the importance of birds and birding. 

Ornithology is a way of knowing nature that is possibly more comprehensive 
than any other “ology,” except perhaps for plain old ecology. I started out as a 
“‘lister.’’ Up through high school, in that old spiral notebook mentioned earlier, 
I daily listed all species and the number of individuals seen, as I religiously strove 
to add to my life list. I gradually metamorphosed into a bird behaviorist. That, 
in turn, brought out the ecologist, who, of course, is required to know lots of 
plants and animals other than birds. Then a little geology was found necessary, 
because different vegetation types depend on different soils and landforms. And 
there are many other things that each of us begins to know—all because of birds! 

This brings me to the editorial. Because birds are so easily observable and so 
pleasing to us, they are very important in general conservation efforts, whether 
directly bird-related or not. We discover a large number of environmental prob- 
lems because of the birds that we see or do not see. Birds are often the indicator 
species by which we know the health of ecosystems. Grasslands, wetlands, decid- 
uous forests, and coniferous forests in North America are in trouble. Fragmen- 
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President’s Statement 

tation, reduction, draining, pollution, fire suppression, and many other threats 

are involved. We first understood this because birders, both lay and scientific, 

told us it was happening. 

For example, how many meadowlarks do you see on the wires along roads 

these days? Now think back—how many did you see when you started birding? 

The increasing scarcity of meadowlarks and other species was one of the first 

signs of how greatly fragmentation and cropping practices have affected the 

health of our grasslands. As another example, you probably know that Brown- 

headed Cowbirds are severely reducing forest-interior birds such as the Wood 

Thrush and Kirtland’s Warbler. I presume you also know that birders were the 

first to tell us that forest fragmentation and interruption of natural fire cycles by 

fire suppression were the respective reasons for the cowbird onslaught on these 

two species. One can easily deduce from this that we are the real problem in 

these ecosystems, not the cowbirds that we blame and who we used to diagnose 

the trouble. 

We birders are—and must continue to be—conservation-minded. Your out- 

going president, Sumner Matteson, is an ardent ornithologist and conservation- 

ist. Both of these clearly are in his blood. I would like to thank him here for 

doing a masterful job as WSO president and conservationist. He worked very 

hard at these, and I hope to be as facile as he was in both. Having taught ecology, 

conservation, and ornithology courses for 35 years at Ripon College, and having 

been an ornithologist for all but the first two-and-a-half-years of my life, they are 

in my blood, too! 

President
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From the Editor’s Desk 

Another Double Issue, More Color Photographs 

Tr current issue of The Passenger Also of interest in this issue are color 
Pigeon is another double issue photographs of some of the most ex- 

(similar to Vol. 62, Nos. 3&4), and con- citing rarities that appeared in the state 
tains the seasonal reports, ‘‘By the Way- during the fall of 2000: Broad-billed 
side’’ material, and Records Commit- Hummingbird, Rufous Hummingbird, 
tee reports from both the fall and win- Ash-throated Flycatcher, and Fork- 
ter 2000 seasons. This not only brings _ tailed Flycatcher. This is only the sec- 
the seasonal reports back on schedule, ond time that color photos of this qual- 
but saves WSO a great deal in printing ity have appeared in the journal (see 
costs at a time when the Society needs also Vol. 61, No. 2), and I hope you 
to watch expenses carefully. enjoy them. 

R. Tod Highsmith, Editor 
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Current Ornithology 

The Effects of Forest Edges and 

Fragmentation on Birds: 

A Wisconsin Perspective 

——————— 

“Our interest’s on the dangerous edge of things.” 
—Robert Browning, 1812-1889 
me 

David J. Flaspohler 

erever two or more ecological examining the range maps of Wiscon- 
Woermmunitics meet, edge habitat sin species finds that the Acadian Fly- 
is found. As most birders know, these  catcher’s (Empidonax virescens) breed- 
boundary zones often support a mix of ing range is exclusively south of the 
wildlife species from the adjoining — tension zone, while the Black-throated 
communities, and so are good places Green Warbler’s (Dendroica virens) 
to find a wide variety of birds. range is almost exclusively above this 

Wisconsin birders enjoy one of the _ line. In fact, the distribution of many 
most diverse breeding bird communi- _ birds is a very good predictor of broad 
ties in the United States, largely as a vegetation patterns. 
result of a coincidence of geology and But ecological boundaries can also 
political boundaries. Wisconsin lies at be quite small, such as those between 
the intersection of several major plant patches of habitat within a biome that 
communities, or biomes, and encom-_ differ due to local changes in factors 
passes several large-scale, ecological _ like topography, soils, hydrology, mi- 
boundaries, called ecotones, as a re- croclimate, or disturbance history. 
sult. The broad boundary between Wis- Such small-scale boundaries may influ- 
consin’s deciduous and coniferous for- ence whether you are likely to encoun- 
ests (the tension zone), for example, ter a Winter Wren (Troglodytes troglo- 
stretches from Polk County in north-  dytes) in a particular stand of the 
western Wisconsin across the state to Northern Highland-American Legion 
Lake Winnebago and south to Milwau- State Forest or a Prothonotary Warbler 
kee. Anyone who spends a few minutes (Protonotaria citrea) in a certain part of 
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6 Effects of Forest Edges and Fragmentation on Birds 

Wyalusing State Park. Whether large- common but where many forests are 

scale (ecotones) or small-scale (habitat managed intensively, a certain per- 

edges), these boundaries can be con- centage of the landscape is kept in 

sidered ‘natural’ in that they have clearcut openings at any given time, so 

characterized the Wisconsin landscape a certain amount of forest edge is al- 

for eons, and birds of the upper Great _ ways present (Figure 2). 

Lakes region have evolved alongside Differences in the scale of forest 

and among them. edge, the temporal duration of an 

Overlaying these natural edges are edge, and the type of land-use present 

human-created edges resulting from in an opening all appear to play a role 

agriculture, fire suppression, timber in determining whether an edge is 

management, and forest openings cre- good, bad, or benign for forest birds. 

ated by roads, homes, and other devel- I have been studying these questions in 

opment. Such anthropogenic (human- the forests of northern Wisconsin and 

caused) edges differ in important ways upper Michigan for seven years, begin- 

from natural edges, and have attracted ning as a graduate student at the 

the attention of ornithologists and University of Wisconsin-Madison (Fig- 

conservation biologists because of ure 3). 

their potential to affect many species 

of birds. For example, natural distur- 

bances _ typically le structurally A BRIEF HISTORY 
: 3 oF “EDGE” RESEARCH 

complex forest openings (like patchy 

burned areas following a fire or piles 

of downed trees following wind throw) Our understanding of how land- 

that differ greatly in character from the scape patterns affect natural commu- 

structurally simple openings created by _ nities has increased dramatically in the 

agriculture or intensive forest manage- last 20 years. Still, there remains no 

ment. And the edge created where in- widely accepted set of principles that 

tensive agriculture or other develop- describe how edges and fragmentation 

ment meets a forest is essentially per- affect birds. Ornithologists and ecolo- 

manent, whereas edges resulting from _ gists have been slow to advance beyond 

natural disturbances such as fire and Aldo Leopold’s often-quoted ‘Law of 

blowdowns often regenerate quickly Interspersion,’’ which addresses the 

and so are relatively short-lived. positive influence of edge habitats on 

From an evolutionary perspective, game species such as White-tailed Deer 

human land-use practices have created (Odocoileus virginianus) and Ruffed 

new spatial relationships between for- Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) : 

ests and forest openings, and a new set ; 

of biological interactions among the [G]ame is a phenomenon of edges. 

species that inhabit these increasingly we ‘ ° not understand the reason for all 

fragmented landscapes. In southern on these cele © cets, butin't ose ae 
: _ es where we can guess the reason, it usually 

Wisconsin and adjoining states, mod- parks back either to the desirability of si- 
ern agriculture exists on such an enor- multaneous access to more than one en- 
mous scale that it has become a virtual vironmental type, or the greater richness 

biome of its own (Figure 1). In north- of border vegetation, or both. (from 

ern Wisconsin, where agriculture is un- Game Management, 1933, p. 131).
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Figure 1. A highly fragmented agricultural landscape in southern Wisconsin (Vernon County). 
Photo by Stan Temple.
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Figure 2. A recent clearcut in the Nicolet National Forest. Photo by David J. Flaspohler. 

satan 7) We % ¥ Bi a 
iv on a * pee a 

= a gm, ; pe eta It 
| Ta Pod ; me pemee ef 

eee f ne : * Je oh 
ae. 7 , wwe, | eee | ia 
F t, eae es ge | oy E 

a ( i ‘ : Rene F ] y 7 n het We . 
a ey Ww ae vee: + 

oe 4 LX WY iat Bee % 
i ae cas ca ad, CG A cea) Sc ANE § 

a Os LN i ; Wi: 
i Fy a Y "A F*, ? 

SY a 3 eee 
io eg MT v ae 
es Tae my. fare eRe oe Ree wh gi i “ S * ie ca 

[ee eal Cae / “ f % Bm 
Bo Sa 2 > eer 

os oR ON cia Te (eee 
| By eg Sa ane Wahl ae cs "e hy iy ee Pati 

i “ih SES eee rm ) Gi, aS... Ue 
Pes Re i ~ ad ge eae is Se Pod AF We! | 5.2) ae oi yy ASK 

rn i e eat a, niet ee ‘— Bre, \ A Ee ne gsr SBS br ae 
ne a (0 WARD ci oad 

ee —" a Le GaN eit 
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Almost half a century passed before underway to identify whether birds in 
the scientific community became inter- _ forested landscapes were vulnerable to 
ested in teasing apart the positive and edge effects. 

negative effects of anthropogenic 
edges. Ornithologists have played a How EDGES AND FRAGMENTATION 
leading role in this research because AFFECT BIRDS 
birds are relatively easy to study and 
vary in their sensitivity to edges and In the context of bird conservation, 
fragmentation. While most of the early edge effects are changes in character- 
studies (late 1970s through mid-1990s) _ istics of a bird population, such as nest 
dealt with effects of edges on breeding — success, that are related to proximity to 
migratory songbirds, others focused on _ a habitat edge. Fragmentation refers to 
the effects of fragmentation on migra- the spatial arrangement of habitat 
tory and resident birds in the Neotrop- _ patches, and has been shown to affect 
ics. Some bird species showed de- birds in at least three ways that often 
creased nesting success near edges act synergistically: 1) fragments can be- 
relative to the forest interior, while oth- come too small to support populations 
ers appeared in higher densities near or even a pair of some species (area 
edges. Some studies found that species — sensitivity); 2) fragments may become 
such as the Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocap- so isolated from other similar habitat 
illus) seemed to avoid forest edges or or so surrounded by hostile habitat 
small habitat patches with lots of edge. that birds cannot use them (isolation 
Reduced nesting success near forest — sensitivity); or 3) fragments may be 
edges was attributed to heavy preda- subject to negative edge effects from 
tion pressure from generalist species predators and brood parasites (edge 
such as the Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cris- sensitivity). 
tata), American Crow (Corvus brachy- It is relatively easy to document the 
rhynchos), and Raccoon (Procyon lotor), effects of increased isolation on birds. 
and to brood parasitism by the Brown- Moreover, it is relatively simple to dem- 
headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater). Itwas onstrate a link between the mechanism 
less clear, however, why nesting density (e.g., fragments smaller than the min- 
was related to edges (higher for some imum territory size for a pair of birds) 
species, lower for others), but three — and the loss or decline in populations. 
possible explanations for this pattern However, the often subtle effects on 
are all related to the increased density bird biology of proximity to edge 
of edge vegetation alluded to by Leo- (competition with other species, de- 
pold; namely, the greater availability of creased pairing and reproductive suc- 
foraging and perch sites and/or cess, changes in breeding density and 
greater concealment from predators. clutch size, etc.) have been far more 

Because much of the early work on _ difficult for researchers to elucidate. 
birds and fragmentation was carried Why is this so? What is becoming 
out in highly fragmented agricultural — clear from dozens of edge-related stud- 
landscapes, the question remained ies across North America and Europe 
whether edge effects were present in _ is that not all human-created edges are 
landscapes that are largely forested. By created equal. The degree of fragmen- 
the mid-1990s, numerous studies were tation and the pattern of land use be-
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tween fragments appear to determine fluence whether edge effects are 

whether forest birds are influenced by present. Similarly, in a landscape 

an edge. For example, some edge ef where one species experiences edge 

fects do not manifest themselves until effects, other species may not. It is 

the landscape becomes highly frag- well-known that not all birds accept 

mented pasture or some other land use cowbird eggs, but even among accep- 

that acts to subsidize populations of _ tor species differences in sensitivity to 

cowbirds and generalist predators like brood parasitism may be related to 

crows, skunks (Mephitis spp.), and differences in nest location (ground, 

house cats (Kelis domesticus). It seems shrub, canopy, or cavity); behavior 

that once some theoretical fragmenta- around the nest; or timing of the nest 

tion threshold is reached, negative ef cycle. Landscape context and type of 

fects on edge-sensitive species and de- edge is also likely to influence 

clines in area-sensitive species begin to whether edges affect other demo- 

appear. graphic characteristics such as pair- 

But what exactly is this “‘fragmenta- ing success, nesting density, clutch 

tion threshold’’? No doubt it depends _ size, and propensity to renest after a 

on the particular species under consid- _ failed or successful nest. 

eration and the specific mechanisms ¢ Penetration of edge effects varies: 

that act upon it. Ornithologists cannot ‘The effects of edges may penetrate 

yet identify if and where this threshold much farther into forests than previ- 

exists, but such information would be ously thought. In the western United 

tremendously valuable to conserva- States, microclimatic gradients ex- 

tionists and land managers. Imagine if tend up to 240 meters from clearcut 

one could accurately estimate the de- edges into intact forest. In northern 

gree of harm to songbird populations Wisconsin, Ovenbirds and Hermit 

(or even to individual species) when a Thrushes (Catharus gultatus) appear 

given percentage of land is converted to show reduced nest success up to 

to row crops or a certain amount of for- 300 meters from clearcut edges. 

est is maintained in young clearcuts of ¢ Even within a single site, edge effects 

a given size. Progressive forest and land may be complex: While edge effects 

managers are now asking for such in- can be detrimental to birds and can 

formation, but it is still a long way off. even cause local extirpation, they ap- 

What ornithologists can offer are pear to be more complex than early 

some insights into how birds respond studies suggested. Some species may 

to human-created edges. Below are be able to withstand reduced nest 

some general findings from the last 25 success near edges or may derive 

years: some benefit that partly offsets the 

costs of nesting near edges (see be- 

¢ Landscape context and bird species low). A related finding of some re- 

matter: In short, a particular bird spe- cent research is that edges and the 

cies may experience reduced nest open habitats adjoining forests may 

success near edges in one landscape not be entirely inhospitable to some 

but not in another—the diversity of forest birds. Fledglings of the Wood 

the predator community and the Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) and 

abundance of cowbirds appear to in- Ovenbird both appear to use and
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have higher survival rates in the such as greater vegetation density or a 
dense shrubby cover found in recent more favorable microclimate. We can- 
clearcuts for at least a few weeks after not explain why female Ovenbirds 
leaving the nest. near edges lay more eggs, but possible 

¢ Many other organisms are affected by explanations include greater food 
edges: Birds are just one part of the _ availability for females during the pre- 
natural community that may be af laying period or preferential territory 
fected by fragmentation. Dozens of _ site selection near edges by more fit fe- 
studies of fragmentation and edge ef- males. It is also possible that Ovenbirds 
fects have focused on everything are making tradeoffs between the risk 
from trees to beetles, mammals, and _ of nest predation and food availability. 

frogs. Ovenbirds nesting near edges do not 
succeed as often, but when they do 

The Ovenbird has become a model they produce more young on average 
species for studying edge effects on than if they had nested in the safer for- 
birds (Figure 4). My own research in — est interior. 

northern Wisconsin (with Stanley 
Temple and Robert Rosenfield) sug- CONCLUSION 
gests that Ovenbirds nesting in mature 
mixed-hardwood forest experience re- As a society, we have opted to allo- 
duced nest success up to 300 meters cate only a tiny fraction of resources 
from young clearcut edges. Paradoxi- toward understanding how human ma- 
cally, they also appear to nest in higher nipulation of the land affects biodiver- 
densities near clearcuts relative to the _ sity, and the majority of this has been 
forest interior (ie, more than 300 targeted toward a half-dozen game spe- 
meters from an edge). Finally, female cies. Several dozen species of migratory 
Ovenbirds nesting within 300 meters of songbirds breed in Wisconsin’s forests, 

an edge lay larger clutches, on average, and ornithologists have had less than 
than females far from an edge. two decades to try to understand how 

Such complex reactions to edges the increasing fragmentation associ- 
defy simple interpretation, but we can ated with our humanized landscape af- 
gain insight by recalling a pattern first fects them. The study of edge effects 
observed in the late 1970s in southern _ specifically, and habitat fragmentation 
Michigan. Gates and Gysel (1978) in general, now ranks as one of the 
found that birds breeding near a field- largest areas of research in ornithology 
forest boundary had reduced nest suc- and conservation biology; a significant 
cess and bred in higher density than percentage of presentations at the 
birds farther from the boundary. They 2000 international ornithological 
called this boundary area an “‘ecologi- meetings in Canada (called ‘Living on 
cal trap” in the sense that something the Edge—Birds 2000’) dealt with 
about it attracted birds to breed pref edge effects and birds. The goal of all 
erentially within it, even though they — of this work is to construct a general- 
were subjected to high nest-predation izable framework that would enable 
rates. Ovenbirds in northern Wiscon- one to explain how landscape struc- 
sin may also find themselves attracted ture affects populations of birds and to 
to features of forest/clearcut edges, make this framework useful to manag-
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Figure 4, The Ovenbird has become a model species for studying the effects of forest 

fragmentation on songbirds. The author found this Ovenbird nest with two eggs in the Nicolet 

National Forest in May 1995. Photo by David J. Flaspohler.
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ers. Such a framework will likely Debinski, D. M, and R. D. Holt. 2000. A survey 
. : and overview of habitat fragmentation exper- 

emerge as s . merge as the results of numerous.re iments. Conservation Biology 14:342-355. 
gional studies are examined. Flaspohler, D. J., S. A. Temple, and R. Rosenfield. 

Our understanding of the complex 2001. Species-specific edge effects on nest suc- 

ecology of habitat edges has advanced ional and breeding bi density in eee 6 ° : landscape. Ecological Applications 11:32-46. 
a great deal since Leopold s first in- Flaspohler, D.J.,S. A. Temple, and R. Rosenfield. 
sights into edge effects. With contin- 2001. The effects of forest edges on Ovenbird 
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Common Loon by Steve Lubahn



Results of the 2000 Common Loon Survey 
in Wisconsin 

Every five years since 1985, citizen volunteers, coordinated by 
the LoonWatch program of the Sigurd Olson Environmental 

Institute, have conducted a one-day survey designed to estimate 
the size and distribution of Wisconsin’s Common Loon 

population. In the 2000 survey, volunteers observed 223 adults 

and 34 chicks on 151 lakes in 25 counties. The 2000 adult 
population estimate was significantly larger than the 1985 

estimate, while the chick population estimate was the lowest on 

record. 

by Theodore J. Gostomski and Paul W. Rasmussen 

I; the early 1900s, Kumlien and Hol- Lakes has become restricted to the 

lister (1951) described the Common northern parts of Minnesota, Wiscon- 

Loon (Gavia immer) as a ‘“‘common mi- _ sin, and Michigan (McIntyre and Barr 

grant” in Wisconsin and a formerly 1997). 

“common breeder on the small lakes The reasons for the loon’s decline 

from the southern tier of counties and subsequent range contraction are 
northward.”” Today, although loons many, and all are related to humans. 

can often be found on lakes in south- Mercury poisoning (Evers et al. 1998, 

ern Wisconsin during spring migra- Meyer et al. 1995), ingestion of lead 
tion, their breeding range is restricted _ sinkers and jigs (Franson and Cliplef 
primarily to the northern third of the 1993, Pichner and Wolff 2000), and oil 

state, with some nesting occurring in — spills on the wintering grounds (For- 

Jackson, Monroe, and Juneau counties rester et al. 1997) are some of the 

(Figure 1). This northward trend is higher profile factors impacting loons. 

reflected throughout the Common However, shoreline development and 

Loon’s entire North American breed- the associated human use of lakes are 

ing range, which once extended as __ likely the primary factors that have re- 

far south as Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, sulted in the loss of traditional nesting 

and Iowa. Since the early 1900s, the and chick rearing areas (Heimberger 

species’ range in the western Great et al. 1983, McIntyre 1988). 

15
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~ 
EE 7 

| + EE " Eon 
ie Eee ay ayes ig 

- pas 

Coo Breeding Status 
pas a Wms Confirmed 
LLP [| Probable 

CERT 
Figure 1. Distribution of the Common Loon in Wisconsin based on data collected for the 
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas project, 1995-1999. Graphic used with permission. 

In the late 1970s, concern over the — the same methods, this survey has been 

contraction of the loon’s range in Wis- repeated every five years to estimate 

consin was the impetus behind an ef- _ the size and distribution of Wisconsin’s 

fort to document the breeding status loon population. The number of both 

and distribution of the Common Loon — adults and chicks has increased with 

in the state (Zimmer 1982). That sur- each survey, but most noteworthy was 

vey in 1976 and 1977 documented a __ the statistically significant increase of 

population of 1,300 adults and 258 adults between 1985 and 1995 (Daul- 

young that were distributed primarily _ ton et al. 1997). 
in the northern third of Wisconsin, but Today, the Common Loon is listed as 

extended as far south as Columbia a Species of Special Concern in Wiscon- 

County. sin (rank S4), but is considered ‘‘de- 

As a follow-up to Zimmer’s work, monstrably secure’’ on a global scale 
LoonWatch, a program of the Sigurd (rank G5) (Wisconsin Natural Heritage 

Olson Environmental Institute at Program 1996). Still, concern exists 
Northland College, coordinated a one- _ that increasing rates of shoreline devel- 

day survey in 1985 on a randomly se- opment and recreational lake use that 

lected group of lakes in northern Wis- are occurring in Wisconsin (Wisconsin 

consin. The 1985 survey found the Department of Natural Resources 

loon population had reached 2,334 + 1996) threaten the loon’s future. Lo- 

197 adults and 491 + 98 chicks, an in- — calized incidents of humans using boats 

crease of 78% and 90%, respectively, and personal watercraft to chase loons 

over the 1976-1977 population esti- are reported to LoonWatch each year, 

mate (Olson 1986, Strong 1988). Using and similar accounts of declining loon
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productivity on specific lakes strength- Table 1. Distribution, by county, of lakes 
ens the resolve of many loonenthusiasts "@"domly selected for the 2000 Common Loon 

°: * : Survey in Wisconsin. N = 243 lakes in 27 
who feel that continued education and Counties, 

monitoring are necessary. Indeed, the = ___ 

work of LoonWatch is proactive in na- . 
5 County No. of Lakes 

ture and serves to keep track of an im- “dial CSCS 
( 5 ant 

portant element of the northern Boon 7 

aquatic ecosystem that is not regularly Bayfield 14 

and systematically monitored by any Burnett BI 

ther agency or organization in Wis- Chippewa % other agency or organization 7 S- Clark 9 

consin. To this end, the fourth ‘‘five- Douglas 7 

year survey”’ was conducted in July 2000 Dunn 3 
ai 5 . : ects Florence 5 to maintain data on the size and distri- Pavest 7 

bution of Wisconsin’s Common Loon _ fron 1 
population. Langlade 5 

Lincoln 5 

Marathon 8 
Marinette 4 

METHODS Menominee 4 
Oconto 8 

25 Oneida 27 
Two hundred and forty-three (243) Polk 10 

lakes were randomly selected from 27 _ Price 8 
. . Rusk 5 

northern Wisconsin counties that con- Sawyer 14 

stitute the primary range for nesting — Shawano 6 
loons in the state (Table 1). The sam- * oe : 

ple was stratified by lake size and \;)°" 6 
county, with lakes divided into four Washburn 17 
size-classes: 25-49.9 acres, 50-149.9°©§ _—-——-—@-————________ 

acres, 150-499.9 acres, and = 500 acres 

(Table 2). Our sampling goal was to Table 2. Lake size-class distribution for the 
visit at least 200 of the lakes. 2000 Common Loon Survey in Wisconsin. 

The survey was conducted on 15 July ———____ 

2000 between 0500 and 1000 (CDT). Lake No. 

By mid-July, most loon chicks in this — Size Size of Lakes 

region are in family groups and are Class (acres) in Sample 
large enough for accurate observation | Pao 63 

2 50-149.¢ 88 
(Daulton et al. 1997). Belant et al. 3 150-499 9 56 

(1993) evaluated the single survey 4 =500 36 

technique for estimating loon popula- TOTAL LAKES 243 
tions and found that it can yield good 

estimates of fledging success if con- 

ducted when chicks are six weeks old. movements of adults or young on or 

The morning hours were selected to between lakes. 
minimize impacts of high wind and Survey observers were recruited 

waves, to take advantage of low boating from among past participants, current 

densities, and to minimize the poten- LoonWatch volunteers, agency part- 

tial for duplicate counting due to ners, and lake associations. Letters
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were sent to past participants first, then tain three and five lakes, respectively, 

new volunteers were recruited through from the sample. 

press releases, radio announcements, Two hundred and_ twenty-three 

letters to lake associations, and in the (223) adults were observed on 85 lakes 

course of regular public presentations (56% of the lakes surveyed), and 34 

made by LoonWatch staff. When pos- chicks were recorded on 25 lakes, or 

sible, returning participants were as- 16% of those surveyed (Table 3). An 

signed the same lakes they surveyed in _ average of 1.48 adults was observed per 

the past. New observers selected lakes lake, while observations of chicks av- 

based on proximity to their homes, eraged only 0.23 seen per lake. 

and some chose multiple lakes if lake Using these data, we estimated the 

size and distance between lakes al- current Wisconsin loon population to 

lowed them to cover more than one number 3,131 adults (SE = 278; 95% 

during the survey period. All observers CI = 2,586-3,676) and 462 chicks (SE 

were mailed a detailed instruction = 96; 95% CI = 274-650). The 2000 

packet, lake map, data form, and re- adult population estimate was signifi- 

turn envelope and asked to return the — cantly larger (P < 0.05) than estimates 

form the first business day after the for 1980 and 1985, but did not differ 
survey. significantly from the 1995 estimate 

All data were incorporated into the (Figure 2a). The 2000 chick popula- 
LoonWatch database. From informa- tion estimate was the lowest on record, 

tion on lake size and the number of _ but did not differ significantly from es- 

adults and chicks observed on each _ timates derived from any of the previ- 

lake we computed means, percentages, ous surveys (Figure 2b). 

population estimates, standard errors Population estimates by lake size- 

(SE), and 95% confidence intervals class revealed that adult loons were 

(CI) for both adult loons and chicks. most numerous on  50-149.9-acre 

As for past surveys, we used standard (Class 2) lakes in 2000 (Table 3, Figure 

estimation methods for data from a 3). However, the greatest probability of 

stratified random survey (Cochran — observing an adult was on lakes = 500 

1977). After the 1995 survey, a recal- acres, as 78% of these Class 4 lakes 

culation of 1985 and 1990 survey re- hosted adults at an average of 3.26 

sults was required (Daulton et al. adults per lake. Similarly, the largest 

1997). Comparisons of estimates number of chicks in 2000 was also on 

among years or strata were carried out Class 2 lakes (Figure 4), but the great- 

using estimated differences and asso- est probability (39%) of observing a 

ciated standard errors (Cochran chick was on Class 4 lakes, where an 

1977). average of 0.57 chicks were seen per 
lake. There was no significant differ- 

RESULTS ence between size-classes for either the 

adult or chick estimates. 

Surveys were conducted on 151 lakes Loons were observed on = 75% of 
in 25 counties. This represents 62% of the lakes surveyed in Menominee, Tay- 

the lakes in the sample and 92% of the _ lor, Lincoln, Burnett, Iron, and Doug- 

counties. No lakes were surveyed in las Counties (Table 4). However, these 

Clark or Dunn Counties, which con- six counties only hosted 26% of all the
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Figure 2. Wisconsin Common Loon adult (a) and chick (b) population estimates, 1985-2000. Bars 

represent 95% confidence intervals. 
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Figure 3. Wisconsin adult Common Loon population estimates by lake size-class, 1985-2000. Bars 
represent 95% confidence intervals.
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Figure 4. Wisconsin Common Loon chick population estimates by lake size-class, 1985-2000. Bars 
represent 95% confidence intervals. 

Table 4. Common Loon presence on survey lakes in Wisconsin, by county, in 2000. 
ssssSsSsSsssSssSssSSeee 

No. of Lakes No. of Lakes % Lakes Total Loons 
County Surveyed with Loons with Loons (Adults + Chicks) a OS WE Moons cults Ghicks). 
Ashland 2 1 50% 1 
Barron 7 3 43% 8 
Bayfield o 4 57% 12 
Burnett 9 7 78% 24 

Chippewa 8 4 50% 16 
Douglas 4 3 75% 12 
Florence 5 2 40% 6 
Forest 7 3 43% 10 
Tron 8 6 75% 17 
Langlade 3 1 33% 3 
Lincoln 1 1 100% 2 
Marathon 3 2 67% 7 
Marinette 2 0 0% 0 
Menominee 4 4 100% 10 
Oconto 5 3 60% 9 
Oneida 17 1 65% 25 
Polk 3 2, 67% 4 
Price 2 1 50% 3 
Rusk 2 1 50% 6 
Sawyer ll ie 64% 28 
Shawano 4 0 0% 0 
St. Croix 3 0 0% 0 
Taylor 1 1 100% 3 
Vilas 20 11 55% 29 
Washburn 13 8 62% 22 
SS eee 

loons observed (adults and chicks) and _ Bayfield, Vilas, Chippewa, Rusk, Price, 
18% of the lakes in the sample. Alter- and Ashland Counties (Table 4). These 
natively, loons were seen on 50-75% of 12 counties accounted for 63% of all 
the lakes surveyed in Marathon, Polk, the loons observed and 62% of the lakes 
Oneida, Sawyer, Washburn, Oconto, in the sample. Loons were observed on
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< 50% of the lakes in Forest, Barron, < 150 acres in size, and the greatest net 

Florence, Langlade, Marinette, Sha- number of adults was on lakes of 50- 

wano, and St. Croix Counties. 149.9 acres. 
Where the 2000 survey differed from 

DISCUSSION the 1995 survey was in chick estimates. 
Daulton et al. (1997) found 70% of all 

We did not achieve our survey target the chicks on lakes < 150 acres and the 

of 200 lakes. Though only one survey greatest number of chicks on lakes of 

has met this goal in the past (207 lakes 25-499 acres. In 2000, we found 55% 

in 1990), fewer lakes were visited in of the chick population on lakes < 150 

2000 than during any of the three pre- acres and the greatest number of 

vious efforts. One hundred and sev- chicks on 50-149.9-acre lakes. This de- 

enty-nine (179) lakes were assigned cline in chicks on smaller (25-49.9 

prior to this survey. This was still below acres) lakes is likely a function of 

each of the past three iterations, but higher between-year variability on 

much closer to the target and to the lakes of this size (M. Meyer, pers. 

previous low of 185 lakes in 1985. Rea- comm. with P. Rasmussen). Meyer, 

sons for the loss of 28 lakes from the based on unpublished data he has col- 

sample include volunteers forgetting lected in northern Wisconsin, sug- 

the date, volunteers experiencing un- gested that chick production on 

expected circumstances that prevented — smaller lakes exhibits greater fluctua- 

them from being able to participate, tion for several reasons: (1) chick sur- 

and at least one volunteer’s vehicle _ vival is lower on smaller than on larger 

breaking down on the way to a lake. In lakes, (2) potentially marginal habitat 

the future, more regular contact with  (i.e., less available prey), as evidenced 

volunteers to remind them of the date _ by less consistent use of smaller lakes 

may be worthwhile and help bring us _ by loons for nesting from year to year, 

closer to our goal. (8) specifically in 2000, low water levels 

The 2000 chick population estimate, early in the season resulted in de- 

though it was the lowest on record, was creased nest success for loon pairs, and 

not significantly different from previ- (4) smaller lakes tend not to have is- 

ous estimates. Surveys of loon popula- lands, forcing loons to build nests in 

tions elsewhere in the region revealed _ shoreline areas where their exposure 

no significant declines in chick num- to nest predation is greater. Conse- 

bers (Egan and Oelfke 2000), and quently, it may just be that the 2000 

Meyer (pers. comm. with P. Rasmus- survey happened to occur during a 

sen) reported no decline in productiv- year of lower chick production on 

ity on his study lakes in Wisconsin. small lakes, leading to a shift in the dis- 

Daulton et al. (1997) noted that tribution of chicks relative to lake size 

lakes > 500 acres were more likely to and an apparent, albeit normal, de- 

support at least one loon, and in fact cline in the chick population estimate. 

supported the greatest mean number There was no discernible pattern in 

of adults per lake. We also found this the geographic distribution of loons. 

to be true. Moreover, as in 1995, we The only notable statistic was that the 

also found that more than half (57%) lakes in the “‘top six’’ counties (those 

of the adult population inhabited lakes _ with loons on 75% or more of the lakes
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surveyed) had an average size of 373 One idea that has been discussed is 

acres. Similarly, lakes in the “‘middle to attempt an ‘‘economic assessment” 

12” counties (those with loons on 50- _ of the presence of loons on a northern 

75% of their waters) averaged 279 lake. What is the economic value of a 

acres in size. Both of these averages fall loon? Certainly some tourist dollars 

within the range of Class 3 lakes, which spent on goods and services in north- 
collectively supported the second low- ern communities can be attributed to 

est number of both adults and chicks the vacationer’s desire to be ‘up 

that were seen. north,” and part of that experience, 

The adult Common Loon popula- whether conscious or not, is to hear 

tion appears to be strong and may even __ loons and to see them on the lake. So 
be growing. However, adult loons will far, however, this type of valuation has 

only continue to inhabit our lakes if escaped us. It is widely accepted that 

they are able to nest and successfully there is indeed some value and that 

raise young. Though it would be inac- this archetypal member of the ‘“‘north 
curate to view our data as a sign that woods”’ scene is worth protecting, but 

loon productivity in Wisconsin is de- how to put a dollar value on such an 

clining overall, it is important to note intangible benefit is difficult at best. 

that moderate to large lakes are an im- Until then, we can only hope that our 
portant component of the loon’s educational efforts reach those who 

breeding habitat, and it is these areas need them most and that our surveys 
that are under the greatest pressure continue to find loons nesting and suc- 

from development and recreational cessfully rearing young on Wisconsin 

use (Wisconsin Department of Natural _ lakes. 
Resources 1996). 

Meyer et al. (1997) showed that cur- ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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administrators, realtors, and develop- _ that is necessary. Survey volunteers for 
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cent efforts to strengthen shoreline Bacon, J. Baugnet, D. Baumgart, D. W. 
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Tundra Swans at A&W Ponds, Dodge County by Jack Bartholmai



Identification of Immature Trumpeter and 
Tundra Swans in the Hand 

ee 

The authors detail the identification of an immature swan 
illegally shot by a Wisconsin hunter. 
a 

By William K. Volkert and Sumner W. Matteson 

oO; 19 December 1999, Conserva- kind of birds these were in order to 
tion Warden Tom Rose, of Wau- charge the hunter with the appropriate 

pun, brought a dead, gray, immature violation. 

swan into the Wisconsin Department The Tundra Swan has a 6- to 7-foot 
of Natural Resources (DNR) office at wingspan, weighs 13-20 pounds, and 
Horicon Marsh for identification. Two _ stands about 3 feet tall. Most Trumpet- 
swans had been shot by a hunter on ers weigh 21-30 pounds, have wing- 
Lake Maria in Dodge County in mid- spans greater than 7 feet, and stand 
December and were taken by the war- about 4 feet tall. As adults, both species 
den as evidence. The hunter claimed are white with black bills. The Tundra’s 
that the birds were flying toward him _ bill is slightly dish-shaped, or concave, 
with the sun behind them and that he and is smaller in proportion to its 
could not see them very well. This mis- smoothly rounded head (Figure 1). 
identification was not only a violation The Trumpeter bill, on the other 
of state laws, but also an ‘‘ethical vio- hand, appears wedge-shaped, similar 
lation,”’ since one of the fundamental to the head profile of a Canvasback. 
rules of safe hunting states, “If you About 80% of Tundra Swans have a dis- 
don’t know, don’t shoot.’’ tinct yellow spot in front of the eye. 

The need for proper species iden- The Trumpeter typically has a red bor- 
tification (either Trumpeter Swan der or stripe on the edge of its lower 
[Cygnus buccinator] or Tundra Swan mandible, but occasionally a Tundra 
[Cygnus columbianus]) now became im- will have a similar red stripe on its bill, 
portant so that the hunter could be and infrequently a Trumpeter may be 
charged with the appropriate viola- seen with a yellow mark in front of its 
tions. While all swans are protected eye (Matteson et al. 1995). 
species in Wisconsin, the Trumpeter A third swan species also occurs in 
Swan is listed as an endangered species | Wisconsin—the nonnative Mute 
and carries a more serious fine. Essen- Swan—that has an orange bill and 
tially, the warden needed to know what _ black fleshy knob at the bill’s base 

27



28 Identification of Immature Trumpeter and Tundra Swans in the Hand 
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Figure 1. Head profiles and bill shape of Trumpeter and Tundra Swans (courtesy of The 

Trumpeter Swan Society). 

when an adult. Mute Swan cygnets peter cygnets, which are sooty gray in 

have two different color phases: the head and neck area. 

“royal” (brownish) and ‘‘Polish”’ With the above information in mind, 

(white). the dead swan’s size, weight, plumage 

The best way to distinguish between characteristics, bill length, and head 

Tundra and Trumpeter Swans is by _ profile and markings were examined. 

their calls. The Tundra has a high- We also used several references (listed 

pitched, quavering call resembling that _ below) on identifying immature swans. 

of a Snow Goose or Canada Goose. The The bill of the dead swan measured 

Trumpeter’s call is resonant, deep, 36 millimeters from the tip to the an- 

loud, and trumpetlike—hence its terior edge of the nares. Mitchell 

name. (1994) states that ‘“‘most’’ Trumpeter 

During their first summer, Trum-  cygnets can be distinguished from 

peter and Tundra cygnets have pink Tundra cygnets if the bill measure- 

bills with black tips and a gray plumage ment is = 48-49 millimeters. 

that gradually changes to white Since we had supportive, but not 

throughout their first winter and conclusive, information to make a de- 

spring. Tundra cygnets are silvery gray cision, a.final determination was made 

compared to the darker-hued Trum- _ by internal examination. According to
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Bellrose (1980, p. 87): “Dissection is cygnets has become more important. 
the most infallible method of distin- And if the case involves shooting, iden- 
guishing the two species. A cross sec- tification becomes critical. We hope 
tion of the sternum reveals that the that the information contained in this 
windpipe of the Trumpeter Swan note will be useful to others faced with 
makesa vertical loop overabony hump. _ similar circumstances. 
This raised loop is absent in the [Tun- 
dra] Swan. The syrinx is also consider- LITERATURE CITED 
ably larger in the Trumpeter than in the Banko, W. E. 1960. The Trumpeter Swan: its his- 
[Tundra] Swan and is probably respon- tory, habits and population in the United 
sible for the Trumpeter’s deeper and States. North American Fauna, 63:1-214. 

5 Bellrose, Frank C. Ducks, Geese and Swans of morerresonant (Ones; North America. The Wildlife Management In- 
Examination of the windpipe struc- stitute and Stackpole Books, 1980. 

ture (Figure 2) matched Bellrose’s de- Prewien, R.C. and S. H. Bouffard. 1994. Winter 
wo dall d lud body mass and measurements of Trumpeter 

scription and allowed us to conclude Swans Cygnus buccinator. Wildfowl 45:22-35. 
with certainty that these birds were Limpert, R. J. and S. L. Earnst. 1994. Tundra 
Tundra Swans. With relatively large Swan (Cygnus columbianus). In The Birds of 

ty > Tund: Ss : 2 North America, No. 89 (A. Poole and F. Gill, 
numbers of Tundra ans Migrating Eds.). The Birds of North America, Inc., Phila- 
through the state during fall, com- delphia, PA. 
bined with an increasing number of Madge, Steve and H. Burn. Waterfowl; An Iden- 
qT Swe . 2 ‘ tification Guide to the ducks, geese and swans 
yumpeter’ Swans, in Wisconsin ree of the world. Houghton Mifflin, 1988. 

cently (32 wild-nesting pairs produced Matteson, S., S. Craven, and D. Compton. 1995. 
63 cygnets in 1999), as well as the prob- The Trumpeter Swan. University of Wiscon- 
bili é . sin-Extension, Madison. 8 pp. 
ability that more immature swans may Mitchell, C. D. 1994. Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus 
be found dead (from different causes) buccinator). In The Birds of North America, 
during fall migration, distinguishin No. 105 (A. Poole and F. Gill, Eds.). The Birds 
b 8 T 8} > dT . S 8 of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 
etween Trumpeter and Tundra Swan — National Geographic Society. A Field Guide to 

the Bird of North America, Kingsport Press, 
1983. 

Peterson, Roger Tory. Field Guide to Birds of the 
Lim, \ Eastern United States. Houghton Mifflin, Bos- 

ype ton, 1980. 
Fears Peterson, Roger Tory. Field Guide to Birds of the 
SF FOan8 |) Western United States. Houghton Mifflin, Sf ASP yy, SUL A Boston, 1985. 
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Resources Figure 2. Windpipe structure of Trumpeter 7 
(top) and Tundra Swans (from Bellrose 1980, P.O. Box 7921 
p. 94). Madison, WI 53707
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“Misty Watch” by Betsy Popp



“By the Wayside” 

a 

American Crow predation on Black-capped Chickadees, 
Unusual Great Blue Heron mortality, Bald Eagle eats Common 

Loon eggs, Blue Jay kills European Starling, Pileated 
Woodpecker feeds on wild grapes, evidence of late nesting or 

renesting by Sandhill Cranes, partial albino American Robin 
from northern Illinois, tape-recorded broadcasts of nestling 

alarm and adult nest defense calls to attract Merlins. 
a 

AMERICAN CROW PREDATION Crow killing a Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter 
ON BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES cooperii) . 

Bent (1946) and Smith (1991) listed 
. , predators of Black-capped Chickadees 

American Crows (Corvus brachyrhyn- (Poecile atricapillus), but did not men- 
chos) are omnivorous. As opportunity tion American Crows among them. ; , g 
presents, they feed on carrion, shell- Here, I report observations of two in- 

fish, snails, worms, small crustaceans, stances of American Crow predation insects (especially beetles, beetle lar- on chickadees in suburban central 
vae, grasshoppers, locusts, and crick- Dane County, Wisconsin (T7N, R8E 
ets), amphibians, reptiles, mice and mys . , , 
other small mammals, wild fruit, grain Sec. 1) on 27-28 Dec. 1995. 
and other seeds, nuts, eggs, and small On the first day at 1300 hours, an 
birds (Bent 1946, Goodwin 1976, Klein adult American Crow was seen flying 

1983, Nocera 2000, Pough 1949), from a backyard bird feeder to a 
Crows are also capable of pursuing and branch in a white ash tree (Fraxinus 

- killing other birds (Bent 1946, Putnam = @er’cana) approximately 16 meters 
1992), including House Sparrows way and 6 meters above the ground. 

(Passer domesticus), European Starlings The crow carried a dead Black-capped 
(Sturnus vulgaris), recently hatched Chickadee in its bill. The chickadee 

Spotted Sandpipers (Actitus macularia), Was nearly decapitated and had been 
and Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) and partly eviscerated, with some internal 

Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) duck- organs hanging down to one side. The 
lings (Bennett 1938, Cuccia 1984, Ha- crow paused after landing, positioned 
mas 1984, Putnam 1992, Septon 1991, the chickadee on the branch under its 
Sutherland 1982). Long (1990) even right foot, surveyed the area, then 
reported an instance of an American _ pecked several times at the chickadee. 
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Figure 1. Unusual Great Blue Heron mortality. This dead Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodius) was 

photographed on Badfish Creek, one mile east of Cooksville, Wisconsin, by Obert Nelson in 
November 1999. Writes John Wilde of Evansville, who sent in his friend’s photo: ‘“The heron, 

much ravaged by time, was still hanging as shown when I saw it on 7 May 2000. How the bird 
managed to hang itself is certainly a mystery.” 

The crow then ingested the now de- while the crow was in the ash tree oc- 

tached head of the chickadee in a sin- cupied with the dead chickadee. No 

gle swallowing motion and the remain- other small birds were observed 

der of the bird in approximately four around the feeder during this time, 

successive motions. The crow re- although a variety of species routinely 
mained on the branch for about three used the feeder and could be ex- 

minutes surveying the bird feeder and pected. Perhaps other species were 

surrounding area and then flew out of frightened away during the initial 
sight. attack. 

During this time, four other chicka- At 1300 hours on the second day, I 

dees were observed in another ash tree _ heard the “‘high zee”’ alarm calls char- 

near the bird feeder. All four birds acteristic of Black-capped Chickadee 

watched the crow, but remained nearly anti-predator responses (Ficken and 

motionless. The chickadees returned Witkin 1977, Smith 1991). Upon inves- 
to the feeder six to seven minutes after _ tigation, I observed an American Crow 

the crow flew off. A Purple Finch (Car- (possibly the same individual) feeding 

podacus purpureus) , apparently unaware on another chickadee atop the bird 

of (or unconcerned with) the crow, vis- feeder. Four other chickadees were ob- 

ited the feeder for about two minutes served sitting motionless in the nearby



The Passenger Pigeon, Vol. 63, Nos. 1&2, 2001 33 OI Ee EO Nes OE I On 

ash tree. It is unknown if the chickadee when other animal foods (i.e. insects, 
flock involved in this second attack was _ carrion, hibernating species, etc.) may 
the same flock that was involved in the _ not be readily available. Such behavior 
previous predation observation, but I could have competitive advantages; 
believe it was not. feeding on higher energy sources dur- 

The crow decapitated the chickadee _ ing the winter could result in increased 
and swallowed the head. The internal fitness and production of more off 
organs were consumed next, but the spring during the breeding season. 
remainder of the chickadee was aban- However, crows were not observed at 
doned when a nearby apartment door the feeder during the remainder of 
was opened, disturbing the crow. The that winter or in subsequent years (the 
remains of the chickadee fell to the feeder was maintained through the 
ground, where they were scavenged a__ spring of 2000). Nor did the predation 
few minutes later by a second Ameri- attacks appear to affect subsequent vis- 
can Crow that had been watching from __ itation rates by chickadees or other 
a nearby rooftop. small birds. Together, these factors 

American Crows were not observed suggest that my observations were of 
at or around the bird feeder before the chance encounters rather than re- 
reported incidents, although they rou- peated instances of learned behav- 
tinely roost in a nearby conservancy ior.—Dreux J. Watermolen, Bureau of In- 
area and scavenge on nearby parking — tegrated Science Services, Wisconsin Depart- 
lots. The predatory behavior appeared — ment of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 7921, 

to be a new behavior, at least at the | Madison, WI 53707-7921. 

feeder in question. 

A variety of factors, including the LITERATURE CITED 
relatively high intelligence of corvids ; 
(e.g., see Zach 1979), probably influ- Bennett, L. J. 1938. The Blue-winged Teal: Its 

: . Ecology and Management. Collegiate Press. 
ence predatory behaviors of American Ames, Iowa. 140 pp. 

Crows. Two important factors are the — Bent, A. C. 1946. Life histories of North Ameri- 
+ . . . sy: can jays, crows, and titmice. U.S. Natl. Mus. spatial and temporal availability of Bull. 191:1498, 

birds as prey, both of which are likely Cuccia, J. 1984. American crow attacks European 
to vary within habitats (Hamas 1984). starling in mid-air. Kingbird 34(1):32. 

. C : . Ficke Z S. itki g S| aS The observed bird feeder is relatively Ficken, M. S. and S, R. widens 1977. Responses 
j . of black-capped chickadee flocks to predators. 
isolated with respect to other feeders, Auk 94(1):156-157. 
making the presence of the chickadees Goodwin, D. 1976. Crows of the World. Com- 

‘ . stock Publ. Ithaca, New York. 354 pp. 
and most other small birds unpredict- Hamas, M J. 1984. Crow predation on spotted 
able and highly variable. The feeder lo- sandpipers. J. Field Ornithol. 55(1):117-118. 
cation may create a situation, by foster- Klein, S. 1983. The Encyclopedia of North Amer- 
5 necidental t tralana: ican Wildlife. Portland House-Bison Books 
ing accidenta’ encounters or takand- —_—Corp. Greenwich, Connecticut. 320 pp. 
error learning, that results in Long, C. A. 1990. American crow (Corvus bra- 
temporary but profitable food patches chyrhynchos) kills Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter coop- 
f h ed by H: eri). Passenger Pigeon 52:208-209. 
or the crows, as suggeste yy eramas Nocera, J. J. 2000. Predation on an eastern chip- 
(1984). munk, Tamias striatus, by an American crow, 

It is not surprising that American Corvus brachyrhynchos. Canadian Field-Nat. 
Cc i istically feed 114(2):326-327. 

Tows might opportunistically feed at pough, R. H. 1949. Audubon Bird Guide: Small 
a bird feeder, particularly in the winter Land Birds of Eastern and Central North
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America from Southern Texas to Central form and moved its beak briskly 

Greenland. Doubleday and Co. Garden City, h h the lak h fl 
New York. 312 pp. through the lake water, then flew 

Putnam, M. S. 1992. American crow captures  off.—Jim Williams, 5239 Cranberry Lane, 
house sparrow in flight. Passenger Pigeon — Webster, WI 54893. 

54:247-249, , 
Septon, G. 1991. American crow captures adult 

starling. Passenger Pigeon 53:198-199. BLUE JAY KILLS 
Smith, S. M. 1991. The Black-capped Chickadee: EUROPEAN STARLING 

Behavioral Ecology and Natural History. Cor- 
nell Univ. Press, Ithaca, New York. 362 pp. : 

Sutherland, J. M. 1982. Crow predates mallard 1 March 2000, Horicon, Dodge 

duckling. Blue Jay 40(3):161-162. County—At about 10:15 a.m., I ob- 
Zach, R. 1979. Shell dropping: Decision-making d 1 7 a a 

and optimal foraging in northwestern crows. served two Blue Jays (Gyanocitta ae 

Behaviour 68(1-2):106-117. tata) land on a platform feeder in my 
backyard. They chased away four 

House Sparrows (Passer domesticus) and 

BALD EAGLE EATS two Dark-eyed Juncos (Junco hyemalis). 

Common Loon Eccs The jays fed on cracked corn and 

opened several sunflower seeds. Four 

Late June 2000, Burnett County—In European Starlings (Stwrnus vulgaris) 

late June, a neighbor on the Burnett joined the jays, and aggressive behavior 

County lake beside which we live dis- occurred from each species. One of 
covered a Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leuco- the jays struck a starling on the head. 

cephalus) sitting on the nest of aCom- The starlings fed briefly, and one of 

mon Loon (Gavia immer) in front of them fluttered to the ground. It stood 

her house. The nest had been an item for a few seconds, and then fell over, 

of much observation for the prior sev- apparently dead. The jays departed 

eral weeks. Eggs of the first loon nest- and I went outside to look at the star- 
ing were lost to an unknown reason. _ ling. It had one small drop of blood on 

The loons now were on their second the top of the head, apparently from 

nesting attempt. the blow of the jay. 

When I arrived in the neighbor’s This observation made me recall a 

yard, the eagle was eating what we as- report by a coworker of a Blue Jay kill- 

sume was egg content, taking it with its ing an adult Tree Swallow (Tachycineta 

bill from the nest. The material the ea- _ bicolor). The swallow was drinking at a 

gle brought up in its beak appeared to backyard birdbath when a jay landed 

be thin and runny; there were no — nearby. The jay pecked the swallow on 

pieces of substance to be seen. The ea- _ the head and it fell into the water. The 

gle occasionally had stringy bits of what jay flew away, but the swallow was dead. 
appeared to be vegetable matter in its My friend speculated that the swallow 

beak after a feeding retrieval, probably — may have recently fledged from a nest 

material used to construct the nest. box in his yard, and had not yet 

The eagle later tossed from the nest learned of jays’ aggressive behavior. 
fragments of what appeared to be egg Although jays are frequently ob- 

shell. We were observing this with a 40-__ served eating eggs and the small young 

50 X scope from about 150 yards. After of other birds during the nesting sea- 

feeding for perhaps 20 minutes, the ea- son, these observations are of aggres- 

gle bent from the artificial nesting plat- sive behavior at feeding and drinking
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sites, not killing for food. Clearly, most Westfield, I noted a pair of Sandhill 

small birds are aware of Blue Jay ag- Cranes (Grus canadensis) several hun- 
gressive actions and give them ample dred meters ahead feeding in emerg- 
room.—Richard A. Hunt, 309 Birchcrest ing silage corn. The site was the junc- 
Road, Horicon, WI 53032. ture of County Highway Y and Eagle 

Pp Road, roughly 10 kilometers north of 
ILEATED WOODPECKER FEEDS ; 

Montello. This was my home road and 
ON WILD GRAPES ‘ i . : 

I routinely see this pair feeding here 
19 October 2000, near Plainfield, Wau- from March to August each year. 

shara County—Around 3 p.M., I hap- The surprise came as I drove past 
pened to hear a Pileated Woodpecker some 20 meters from the pair. Between 
(Dryocopus pileatus) calling from the them marched a downy, orange colt 

front yard of the Hamerstrom home- whose head, when raised, did not 

stead, so I went to one of the upstairs reach the knees of the parent birds. I 

windows to see where it was. It was estimated it at no more than 18-20 
clinging to a small box elder tree atthe centimeters tall, which seemed very 

edge of the lawn by the roadside, about _ small for this time of year. 

six feet off the ground. As I watched, I I had recently been to the Necedah 

observed that the bird would reach out National Wildlife Refuge to visit a stu- 
and pluck something, then retractand dent involved with the Whooping 

reach out again. I then realized that Crane reintroduction project and had 

the box elder was covered by a wild observed the collection of roughly 
grapevine and that it was the grapes three-week-old Sandhill Crane chicks 
that were being eaten, one at a time. being hand-reared there for imprint- 

The bird appeared to pluck at one ing on ultralight aircraft destined to 
group of grapes six or eight times be- lead them to Florida. The young 
fore moving its position to hit the next cranes I’d seen at Necedah were fully 

group. It fed at about three different two and a half times the height and 
groups of grapes before it flew off to four to six times the mass, with gray 
perch on an ancient dead elm stump. _ flight feathers and contours beginning 

I observed this Pileated come back to emerge, and a much less orange or 

to this same tree two more times and downy appearance than the young 

perform the same eating pattern at crane in the field before me. I would 

about the same time each day. One _ have guessed the youngster in the field 

time, I heard a car coming and was cu- _ to be roughly five to eight days of age, 
rious to see if this would flush the bird, which would have required the parents 

but it sat tight and resumed dining on to be incubating as late as 29 June. This 
its grapes after the car was past. I won- would place egg laying at about 31 

der if this behavior has been observed May, given the 30-day incubation pe- 
by others?p—Deann L. De La Ronde, riod for the species. 
N6789 3rd Ave., Plainfield, WI 54966. I have censused 16-30 square miles 

E of Marquette County annually since 
'VIDENCE OF LATE NESTING OR : 

1982 for the International Crane Foun- 
RENESTING BY SANDHILL CRANES . . 

dation (ICF) counts. It is not uncom- 

4 July 2000, Montello, Marquette mon to have counts that occur past 15 

County—Returning from shopping in April show low call numbers due to
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nesting activity of adults. This pair of along with its close association with 

cranes (a pair whose nest, territory, others of its kind. In talking with Bob 

and feeding location I’ve known for Woodrick, I was informed that this bird 

12-15 years) had gone silent by the — was first observed on 8 April 1997, and, 

time of this year’s crane count, coinci- much to my surprise, a bird of similar 

dentally held 15 April, which is usually _ appearance reappeared at the same lo- 

an indication that nesting has com-  cality on 16 March 1998, and was pho- 

menced. Given that evidence, I think it _ tographed at that time. During the fol- 

is more likely the colt I observed was lowing years, additional observations 

the product of a late renesting effort and photographs have been made. 
rather than the pair being six weeks be- The following field marks were 

hind in nest initiation. noted. It was a normally sized male, 

I called Scott Swengel at ICF to in- with a distinctive black halfmoon- 

quire whether young colts seen this shaped crescent over the eye, which 

late in summer were a common phe- _ gives the impression of having a ‘‘black 

nomenon for the species and the area. _ eye,”’ along with several distinct black 

He recalled a case of another pair in blotches on the posterior portion of 

the Westfield area that successfully the head. When folded, the primaries 
hatched a third clutch on or about 1 _ have several distinctive black markings. 

July in 1983 or 1984, after loss of the The bill appears normal for a male, but 
first two nests. He also reported that with a brighter yellow-orange appear- 

one nest in the Briggsville area was laid ance. The tarsi coloration appears nor- 

on 30 May 2000 and is a suspected re-_ mal. The throat and forehead are dis- 
nesting. tinctively white, as was the entire dorsal 

While renesting is documented for — surface of the back. The undertail cov- 

the species, it is still a rare enough as- erts are whitish, while the breast is 

pect of behavior to warrant descrip- white with distinctive brick red 

tion. As an epilogue, I saw the same splotches scattered throughout. 

colt on 11 July in the same field. While According to Bent (1949, Life Histo- 

clearly older and larger, it was still sig- ries of North American Thrushes, Kinglets, 

nificantly smaller and more orange and their Allies, U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull. 

than those I’d seen in Necedah six #196), albino robins occur rather fre- 

weeks earlier.—Philip Whitford, Biology quently, although Bohlen (1989, The 

Dept., Capital University, 2199 East Main Birds of Illinois, Indiana Univ. Press) 

St., Columbus, OH 43209. cites only localities from Mason, Mor- 

gan, and Sangamon Counties in IIli- 

PARTIAL ALBINO AMERICAN ROBIN nois——Harlan D. Walley and Kent A. 

FROM NORTHERN ILLINOIS Walley, Department of Biology, Northern Il- 
linois University, DeKalb, IL 60115. 

1 June 2000, Paw Paw, Lee County, Il- 

linois—I observed a white robin forag- PossIBLE NEST PARASITISM 

ing at the Paw Paw, Illinois Country OBSERVATIONS FOR GIANT CANADA 
Club (Figure 2). It was immediately ob- GEESE 
vious that it was an American Robin 

(Turdus migratorius), with its familiar The following observations were in- 

walking posture and erect stance, cidental to an intensive 168-hour study
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Figure 2. This partial albino American Robin (Turdus migratorius) has been observed many times at 
a Lee County, Illinois, country club since 1997. Photo by Kent A. Walley. 

of Giant Canada Goose (Branta cana- placed at the water’s edge on the 
densis maxima) sexual behavior con- northwest side of the lake. 
ducted from 15 March to 5 May 1996 From 0800 to 1400 EST on 5 April 
at Blendon Woods Metro Park, Colum- 1996, I was in the west observation shel- 
bus, Ohio. Observations were made ter, the site where I spent all my time 
within a fenced 48-hectare wildlife ref} recording data on the sexual behavior 
uge within the park from a large public of geese. This date marked the first 
observation shelter overlooking a 4.5- week of any visible nesting activity at 
hectare man-made lake with a resident the park, though intensive territorial 
population of roughly 180 Giant Can- fighting for nesting territories had 
ada Geese. Though the elevated shel- been prevalent in the preceding weeks. 
ter was only 5 meters from the lake, Only one nest was complete and being 
shelter entry was by way of paths that incubated as of this date, though sev- 
hid people from the geese, and people eral more had been started and con- 
were not permitted to leave the paths. tained incomplete clutches of eggs. 
This arrangement permitted close ob- On 3 and 4 April, I watched the fe- 
servation of goose behavior virtually male of a well-known pair constructing 
unaltered by human disturbance, _ her nest in a grassy area surrounded by 
other than supplemental feeding pro- blackberry canes on the near edge of 
vided by park personnel in the form of _ the island, roughly 25 meters from the 
five bushels of shelled corn per day observation shelter. Elevation of the
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shelter made it possible to see into the on the nest, she had ample opportu- 

nest with a spotting scope to determine nity to lay an egg in the nest—and I 

egg presence. The male of the pair believe did so—since there were three 

constantly stood nearby and defended eggs visible therein when she left. 

her from neighboring males that in- There is always a possibility that she 

truded into the territory. This is a may have only exposed a previously un- 

densely nesting colony of geese. Island seen egg that had already been pres- 

territories were small, limited in num- ent, but I believe it unlikely. Laying 

ber, and fighting for them was intense eggs in another bird’s nest is a com- 

since they were the only sites relatively mon action for some dump-nesting 

free of predation. During the prior two _ species, such as Wood Ducks (Aix 

days of observations, the female had — sponsa), and nest-parasitizing waterfowl 

laid two eggs and spent most of her like the Redhead (Aythya americana). 

time adding materials to the nest. Nor- Anecdotal evidence of this behavior in 

mal behavior of Canada Geese is for domestic fowl goes back to the barren 

the female to begin incubation only as hen ‘‘Henrietta,’’ recanted in Owen 

the clutch nears completion, fre- Wister’s “The Virginian.’ However, 

quently after the fourth egg is laid. construction upon, and use of, an ac- 

Knowing this, I was not surprised when _ tive nest of another goose by a Canada 
the goose and her mate left the nest Goose is unheard of. 
territory to go to the feeding site across To the best of my knowledge, one 

the lake. female laying her eggs in another Can- 

Minutes after they left, I observed a ada Goose’s active nest has not been 

single goose climb the bank of the is- previously documented, though Brak- 

land and sit down upon the nest. I was hage (1965) reported “dump nests,” 

surprised at the absence of the male, collections of eggs in inactive nests, as 

but I still assumed this was the female _ part of his study. The distinction is that 

of the territorial pair owning the nest; an inactive nest will not lead to true 

neither female was marked, so it was a__ nest parasitism, since the eggs will not 

natural assumption. The female in be hatched by another bird, whereas 
question occupied the nest for 25-30 use of an active nest implies intent to 

minutes, pulling in grasses and other  parasitize by having the other bird in- 

materials and adding them to the nest cubate the eggs and raise the young. 

in typical fashion for the species. I Eggs not in nests, called drop eggs, 

never questioned that all wasn’t nor- are common early in the nesting sea- 

mal until the territorial pair that be- son at sites where Giant Canadas nest. 

longed to the nest returned from feed- During the week preceding these ob- 

ing. They loudly drove off the interlop- servations, 8-10 drop eggs had ap- 

ing female that had been working on peared on the 20% 50-meter island, 

the nest with aggressive calls and ac- scattered throughout numerous terri- 

tions, followed by a triumph display. tories (exact numbers are uncertain 

Obviously, since she was driven away _ since crows made rapid work of remov- 

and the returning pair clearly claimed ing these high-nutrient items if terri- 

the site, the nest this female had been torial geese weren’t nearby.). Drop 

working on was not her own. Yet, while eggs are believed to be laid by females 

this invading female had been working _ that have not yet gained territories or
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nests and may well not have a mate to female or separate individuals were in- 
assist in territorial acquisition. Only a_ volved in this and the following obser- 
very slight change in behavior is nec- vation. Even more interesting would be 
essary to move from this drop egg dep- finding out if her/their offspring 
osition to dump nesting and then to a__ showed similar behavior. 
nest-parasitic reproductive _ strategy. Though the bird in question in the 
The same physiological cues that draw prior observation was unmarked, there 
a female to her own nest when she isis circumstantial evidence that she 
about to lay an egg may make an un-_ might have repeated the process sev- 
attended nest a natural place for a fe- eral days later at another nest. On 9 
male without a nest to deposit her egg. April, a reliable volunteer naturalist at 

Once incubation begins, a female the park said she had seen an un- 
Canada Goose stays on the nest 95% to marked female sit in and work on the 
98.6% of the time (Aldrich and Ravel- nest of 4HOT (4HOT was the black- 
ing 1983) and leaves the territory only lettered alpha-numeric code on this 
to get water and bathe, so there is very goose’s white neck collar) during a pe- 
little opportunity for nest parasitism. riod of 40-50 minutes on 8 April, while 

Additionally, it should be noted that 4HOT and her mate were off feeding. 
parasitism after incubation began She was one of the few collared birds 
would be less likely to lead to successful present and thus was well-known to 
hatching of the deposited egg(s) if park personnel and volunteers. 4HOT 
eggs already in the nest began incuba- nested just 12 meters from the north 
tion more than a day or two earlier observation shelter, so was easily 
than parasitic eggs. On the other hand, watched. She had been on her nest off 
since females who have begun nesting and on for the preceding two days and 
will leave the nest unattended before hada partially complete clutch of eggs. 
the clutch is complete, this provides a Again, the observation of the strange 
window of opportunity when another female on the nest corresponded to 
female would have access and oppor- the period when egg laying had begun 
tunity to lay eggs in a nest not her own, but the clutch in the nest was incom- 
and might do so with reasonable cer- plete, providing a relatively rare op- 
tainty that incubation had not yet com- portunity for nest parasitism. 4HOT 
menced. Such a strategy would cer- began incubation two days later and 
tainly convey an evolutionary advan- continued until the nest was destroyed 
lage over simply abandoning the egg by an unknown predator on 26 April. 
as a drop egg, since it might well hatch The other female was never seen on 
in another bird’s nest. Thus, under the nest again. Since eggs had not been 
Darwinian logic, one would expect counted prior to her presence on the 
such behavior to be selected for due to nest, there is no certainty that one was 
increased survival of genes for this be- laid. However, 4HOT’s nest held six 
havior once the behavior was estab- eggs when incubation began, at or 
lished. It would be interesting if one above the norm for this subspecies, in- 
were able to follow the actions of this dicating that six eggs had been laid in 
single female closely and find out if this four to five days by a species in which 
was an isolated act or one she repeated one egg every 1.5 days is the normal 
with other nests, and whether the same deposition rate (Cooper 1978). It is
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possible that 4HOT laid all six eggs, son for their daily assistance in keeping 

but given the observation of the other me informed of observed changes in 

goose on the nest and the short time _ nesting status of pairs on the few days 

frame, it is also quite possible that she I could not be present.—Philip C. Whit- 

did not. Only mitochondrial DNA tests ford, Biology Department, Capital Univer- 

or gene comparisons would prove that sity, Columbus, Ohio 43209. 

an egg was added, but the timing, ac- 

tions, and circumstantial evidence LITERATURE CITED 

pique the interest and hint at a possi- 
bility of a second incident of inten- Aldrich, T. W. and D. G. Raveling. 1983. Effects 

tional nest parasitism within this popu LSPs and 
lation of the species. The interloper 680. 

was driven off by A4HOT and her mate — Brakhage, G. K. 1965. Biology and behavior of 

when they returned. As in the earlier ea. Gpeses |pur, Wildl. Mane 

observation, this goose added materi- Cooper, J. A. 1978 History and breeding biology 

als to the active nest of another goose, of banat oc o Meshy Point, Manitoba. 

and possibly an egg as well. I probably Whitford, P.-C. 1998. Rapid egg deposition and 
would have thought nothing of this re- incubation onset by a Canada goose (Branta 

ported observation had I not witnessed canadensis). Passenger Pigeon 60:270-271. 

such a similar event on the preceding 

day. Given these observations, it may 

be necessary to question prior conclu- TAPE-RECORDED BROADCASTS 

sions of my own concerning rapid egg OF NESTLING ALARM AND ADULT 

deposition rates observed for geese at NEST DEFENSE CALLs TO ATTRACT 

this study site (Whitford 1998). MERLINS 

While numerous past studies have 

detailed egg deposition rates, clutch Tape recordings of adult Merlin 

size, and nesting success for Canada (Falco columbarius) vocalizations have 

Geese, few have intensively watched in- been used by several researchers to de- 

dividual nests for prolonged periods. — tect Merlins (Oliphant and Thompson 

The latter form of study would be nec- 1978, Doolittle 1992, Caley 1994, So- 

essary to observe and recognize this lensky 1997) but, to my knowledge, no 

form of nest parasitism in a natural set- ~ studies have used nestling alarm calls 

ting. Only intense studies of marked or adult nest defense calls for this pur- 

birds or nest-by-nest DNA analysis of _ pose. I here report the successful use 

large numbers of eggs will finally per- of nestling alarm and adult nest de- 

mit us to accurately determine the ex- _ fense calls to detect Merlins at 18 Wis- 

tent of nest parasitism in Giant Canada _ consin nest sites. 

Geese, if it does occur with some reg- Using a portable Marantz Super- 

ularity. scope tape recorder with an attached 

I would like to acknowledge the kind 48-centimeter parabola (Dan Gibson 

assistance of Mr. Jim Giggi, Blendon Company E.P.M. model 650), I re- 

Woods Metro Park Manager, and the corded an adult Merlin pair as they de- 

Columbus Area Metro Parks for mak- fended their nest while researchers 

ing this study possible. I also thank Nat- (Caley 1994) banded their young. Re- 

uralists Leslie Phillips and Karen John- cordings of the nestlings’ alarm calls
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were also made at this time. Media De- out of hearing distance when the 
velopment personnel at the University — broadcast was given. 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire edited the Interestingly, a female Merlin was 
original tapes to produce a series of observed perched near her nest on an 
five-second recordings with one-min- _ island in the Turtle-Flambeau Flowage. 
ute intervals between calls. When I broadcast the nestling alarm 

Susan Caley (1994) and Matthew So- recording out of visual sight of the fe- 
lensky (1997) found most of the 18 male, behind a nearby island, the fe- 
nests visited during this study, which male responded immediately, flying to 
were located in urban Duluth, Minne- the island where I was concealed and 
sota, and in Superior and rural north- vocalizing repeatedly. I then moved be- 
central Wisconsin. Following Balding hind the island with the nest, out of 
and Dibble (1984), I made three visual sight of the female, and rebroad- 
broadcasts separated by one-minute in- cast the chick alarm, whereupon the fe- 
tervals at each nest site to detect Mer- male flew immediately back to the nest, 
lins either aurally or visually. The tape vocalizing repeatedly. 
was broadcast at 100 decibels (mea- Merlins were detected at 10 of 12 
sured | meter from the speaker) atan nest sites (83.3%) following broadcast 
estimated distance of 100 meters from of a recording of adult nest defense 
the nest on days with no precipitation calls. The birds usually vocalized (n = 
and a wind speed less than 16 kilome- 9) and flew toward the broadcast from 
ters/hour. The nestling alarm call re- the nest or a nearby perch site (n = 
cording was broadcast at six of the 18 5). No Merlins were heard or seen at 
nest sites, and the adult nest defense _ the two nest sites where there were no 
recording was used at the remaining 12 detections following the broadcast. 
nest sites. Broadcasts were made dur- The nestling alarm and adult nest 
ing the incubation or early nestling pe- defense recordings I used seemed to 
riod of the breeding cycle (20 June tobe nearly as effective as a recording of 
11 July 1994). Since all 18 nests were an adult female Merlin used by Mat- 
successful, it was assumed that at least thew Solensky (1997) to locate 40 nests 
one adult would be incubating, brood- in north-central Wisconsin during the 
ing, or near enough to hear the broad- courtship period. Three of these 40 

cast. nests were discovered after he had 
Merlins were detected at five of six failed to detect Merlins with broadcasts 

nest sites (83.3%) following broadcast — earlier in the year. His detection rate 
of the nestling alarm calls. The adult for Merlins at known nest sites was 
birds always vocalized, but flew closer 92.5% (37 out of 40 nest sites). This 
only twice. The site where there was no may be an overestimate because there 
detection resulting from the playback might have been other undiscovered 
was an island on Trout Lake, Vilas nests in the area. 
County, Wisconsin. On this occasion, a The data from this study are limited, 
male Merlin later vocalized near the but they suggest that nestling alarm or 
nest site during the banding of the adult nest defense calls may be as ef- 
young. It is not possible to discern fective as other vocalizations for de- 
whether the male was present and did tecting Merlins. This study suggests in- 
not respond to the broadcast or was vestigation of other combinations of



42° “By the Wayside” 

Merlin vocalizations with different LITERATURE CITED 

parts of the breeding cycle. 

I am indebted to Susan Caley and . . ; 
Matth Sol ey of iar the | Balding, T. A., and E, Dibble. 1984. Responses of 

atthew Solensky for sharing the lo- Red-tailed, _Red-shouldered, and Broad- 
cation of Merlin nests with me, and to winged Hawks to high volume broadcast re- 
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Seasonal Field Notes—Fall 2000 

The Fall Season: 2000 

by Mark S. Peterson 

Te fall of 2000 will be remembered October 22, a Rufous Hummingbird at 
most for two periods full of rare the Kuecherer feeder in Neenah on 

birds in Wisconsin—one in late Sep- October 26 (see Color Plate 2), a Fork- 
tember and the other in late October tailed Flycatcher at Patrick Marsh in 
and early November—when the fall ed- Dane County on October 28 (see front 
itor just happened to be visiting the cover and Color Plate 4), and, finally, 
land where the wind comes sweeping an Ash-throated Flycatcher in Kewau- 
down the plain (Oklahoma), so he nee on October 30 (see Color Plate 3). 
missed most of the excitement. Unlike most years, all of these birds 

The period in late September coin- stayed around long enough for many 
cided with the WSO field trip to Wis- _ birders, if they had the chance, to get 
consin Point. Noteworthy birds found to see most or all of them. 
on this trip included an Arctic Tern, at The fall of 2000 will probably not be 
least 7 Parasitic Jaegers, a Pacific Loon, remembered for its weather. August 
and at least 30 Sabine’s Gulls. This is at was warm and moist. Hale reported 5 
least the third year in a row when Wis- inches of rain in Lake Mills for the 
consin Point was the place to be in late month. Five inches of rain fell in Car- 
September. oline on the 13th and 14th. M. Peter- 

The second period occurred from son found 17 warblers in Shawano 
mid-October to early November, and County on the 12th, and Tessen found 
turned out to be one of the most phe- 17 warblers in Winnebago County on 
nomenal birding periods ever in Wis- the 19th. On the 31st, it was 90° in 
consin. It began with the appearance _ Green Bay, 92° in Suring, and 95° in La 
of a Selasphorus sp. hummingbird at Crosse. 
Tom Uttech’s feeder in Ozaukee September was moist, but not as 
County on October 13. This was fol- warm. Hale reported 4.2 inches of rain 
lowed by a Broad-billed Hummingbird in Lake Mills for the month. The first 
at the Frerik’s feeder in Waupun on _ frost occurred in Caroline on the 16th. 
October 20 (see Color Plate 1), a Tessen found 19 warblers in Brown 
White-faced Ibis at Horicon Marsh on County on the 2nd, M. Peterson found 
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16 in Shawano County on the 10th, in Kenosha and Winnebago Counties; 

and Ashman found 15 in Dane County a Piping Plover in Dane County; Black- 

on the 10th. necked Stilts in Dodge County; Amer- 

October was cold at the beginning of ican Avocets in Kenosha, Milwaukee, 

the month, but then was very warm at and Racine Counties; Willets in Mil- 

the end. Snow flurries were seen in waukee County; Whimbrels in Door 

Caroline on the 6th and 7th, while 2.5. and Manitowoc Counties; Hudsonian 

inches of snow fell at Land O’Lakes Godwits in Brown, Marathon, and 

and | inch at Eagle River on the 7th. It Oneida Counties; a Marbled Godwit in 

was 71° at Green Bay on the 26th and Dodge County; Western Sandpipers in 

in the 70s in Caroline on the 31st. Dane, Manitowoc, and Racine Coun- 

November began very warm with 70s _ ties; a Purple Sandpiper in Sheboygan 

reported in most of the state on the Ist. County; Buff-breasted Sandpipers in 

The battle between fall and winter Brown, Dane, Dodge, Manitowoc, 

lasted about two weeks. Winter won, at Ozaukee, Portage, Racine, Sauk, and 

least in the northern part of the state, Winnebago Counties; a Ruff in Racine 

on the 15th when the snow came to County; Red-necked Phalaropes in 

stay. By the 23rd, there was 4 inches of Brown, Dane, and Dodge Counties; a 

ice on the Marion Pond in Waupaca Red Phalarope in Douglas County; Par- 

County. Goff reported — 4° in Barron _ asitic Jaegers in Douglas County; a Mew 

County on the 21st. For the month, Gull in Milwaukee County; a California 

10.5 inches of snow fell in Stevens Gull in Milwaukee County; Thayer’s 

Point and 12 inches fell in Caroline. Gulls in Brown, Dane, Douglas, Keno- 

A total of 302 species were found in sha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, and 

the fall of 2000. Rarities were numer- Sheboygan Counties; Lesser Black- 

ous and included: Red-throated Loons backed Gulls in Dane, Milwaukee, and 

in Douglas, Manitowoc, Oconto, and Racine Counties; Sabine’s Gulls in 

Shawano Counties; Pacific Loons in Douglas and Milwaukee Counties; an 

Ashland, Dane, Douglas, Ozaukee, Arctic Tern in Douglas County; Eura- 

Portage, and Shawano Counties; an sian Collared-Doves in Oconto County; 

Eared Grebe in Dane County; Western a Barn Owl in Milwaukee County; a Bo- 

Grebes in Kenosha, Manitowoc, Ozau- real Owl in Douglas County; Selasphorus 

kee, Vernon, and Washington Coun- _ sp. hummingbirds in Milwaukee and 

ties; Snowy Egrets in Brown and Ke- Ozaukee Counties; a Rufous Hum- 

nosha Counties; a White-faced Ibis in mingbird in Winnebago County; a 

Dodge County; Ross’s Geese in Barron Broad-billed Hummingbird in Dodge 

and Brown Counties; Trumpeter County; Three-toed Woodpeckers in 

Swans in Barron, Burnett, Dane, Port- Douglas County; Black-backed Wood- 

age, Shawano, and Vilas Counties; Har- peckers in Douglas County; an Ash- 

lequin Ducks in Brown, Ozaukee, and _ throated Flycatcher in Kewaunee 

Sheboygan Counties; a Barrow’s Gold- County; a Fork-tailed Flycatcher in 

eneye in Ozaukee County; Swainson’s Dane County; Loggerhead Shrikes in 

Hawks in Ozaukee County; Golden Ea- Door and Oconto Counties; a White- 

gles in Kenosha, Ozaukee, and Trem- eyed Vireo in Lafayette County; Caro- 

pealeau Counties; Spruce Grouse in lina Wrens in Dane, Jefferson, Racine, 

Oneida and Vilas Counties; King Rails and Waupaca Counties; Townsend’s
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Solitaires in Douglas and Sauk Coun- Eared Grebe.—Reported in Dane County 
« ‘ by Burcar on August 24 and 27 and by Stutz on ties; a Varied Thrush in Portage August 26. 
County; a Kentucky Warbler in Rich- 
land County; a Hooded Warbler in Sha- Western Grebe.—First reported by Tessen 
wano County; a Summer Tanager in in Ozaukee County on October 14. Hoffman 

< .. found 4 in Kenosha County on November 1. Last 
Marquette County; a Rufous-crowned reported by Domagalski in Washington County Sparrow in Waukesha County; and Nel- on November 26. 
son’s Sharp-tailed Sparrows in Milwau- 
kee County. American White Pelican.—Found at the 

beginning of the period in Brown, Dodge, Door, 
and Oconto Counties. Tessen found over 500 in 

REPORTS Dodge County on October 2. Last reported by 
(1 Aucust-30 NovEMBER 2000) Tessen in Dodge County on November 1. 

Double-crested Cormorant.—Reported at 
Red-throated Loon.—First reported by the beginning of the period in scattered areas 

Williams in Douglas County on October 8.J. Wil- throughout the state. Gustafson found 850 in 
liams found 3 in Douglas County on October 24. Milwaukee County on September 4. Reported at 
Last reported by Sontag in Manitowoc Countyon __ the end of the period in Kenosha, Washington, November 29. and Winnebago Counties. 

x i, . American Bittern.—found at the begin- Pacific Loon.—An invasion of this rare loon ning of the period in Door, Langlade, Ozaukee, veel aes ; in qo el on pepiom: and Winnebago Counties, Last reported by Hoff- re] ar 9, tin a on er z ays oo 22 and 28, 8 in Douglas County on October 24," Kenosha County on November 1. 
1 in Ashland County on October 31, 1 in Ozau- . =i 
kee County on November 2, and 1 in Portage Least Bittern.—Reported at the beginning 
County on November 10 and 11. See “By the of the period in Jefferson and Winnebago Coun- 

Wayside.”” ties. Last reported by Ziebell in Winnebago 
County on September 16. 

. Common Loon.—Reported at the begin- Great Blue Heron.—ound throughout 
ning of the period in Barron, Burnett, Douglas, the state at the beginning of the period. Sontag 
Langlade, Oneida, and Vilas Counties. Regan found 60 in Manitowoc County on September found 100 in Door County on October 30. Found 94. Reported at the end of the period north to at the end of the period in Dane and Winnebago Manitowoc County. 
Counties. 

Great Egret.—Reported at the beginning 
Pied-billed Grebe.—Found at the begin- of the period in Brown, Dane, Dodge, Milwau- 

ning of the period north to Barron, Oneida, and kee, and Winnebago Counties. Tessen found 125 Door Counties. M. Peterson found 518 in Sha- _ in Dodge County on October 2. Last reported on 
wano County on October 4. Last reported by | November 1 in Dodge and Fond du Lac Counties 
Hoffman in Kenosha County on November 30. by Tessen and in Kenosha County by Hoffman. 

; . Snowy Egret.—Reported at the beginnin 
Horned Grebe.—First reported by Belter in of the pelodn Brown County by cejeeal Sheers 

Marathon County i August 29: On October 14, ers. Hoffman found 3 in Kenosha County on Sep- Tessen found 140 in Manitowoc County and 140 ae = 93 
in Sheboygan County. Last reported by Frank in Lenaniont a reporied on Sepiember Yeon 
Ozaukee County on November 25. rown County byl: Sen and’ Kegan. 

Cattle Egret.—Found at the beginning of 
Red-necked Grebe.—Reported at the be- _ the period in Brown and Winnebago Counties. 

ginning of the period in Winnebago County by Ziebell found 4 in Winnebago County on August 
Ziebell. Ziebell found 3 in Winnebago Countyon 4, and Gustafson reported 4 in Brown County 
August 13. Last reported by Gustafson in Ozau- (no date given). Last reported by Parsons in Wal- 
kee County on October 28. worth County on October 29.
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Green Heron.—Reported at the beginning Wood Duck.—Found throughout the state 

of the period north to Burnett, Vilas, Oconto, at the beginning of the period. The U.S. Fish and 

and Door Counties. Belter found 8 in Marathon Wildlife Service reported 265 at Pool 7 in La 

County on August 20. Last reported by Hoffman — Crosse County on October 3. Reported at the 

in Kenosha County on November 1. end of the period in Kenosha and Ozaukee 

Counties. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron.—Found at 
the beginning of the period north to Shawano Gadwall.—first reported by Uttech in 

and Door Counties. Ziebell found 30 in Winne- | Ozaukee County on September 10. Prochowicz 

bago County on September 16. Last reported by found 2,223 in Trempealeau County on Novem- 

Ziebell in Winnebago County on November 14, _ ber 8. Reported at the end of the period in Dane, 
Milwaukee, and Ozaukee Counties. 

White-faced Ibis.—One was found by Tom . 
Uttech and several others at Horicon Marsh, American Wigeon.—First reported by Ut- 

south of Hwy. 49, on October 22. This bird was tech in Ozaukee County on September 7. The 

seen by many others until at least November 8. USS. Fish and Wildlife Service reported 6,295 at 

See “‘By the Wayside.” Pool 7 in La Crosse County on October 3. Last 

reported by Tessen in Door County on Novem- 

Turkey Vulture—Found throughout the ber 24. 
state at the beginning of the period. Cowartfound 3 

65 in Ozaukee County on October 6. Last re- American Black Duck.—Reported in scat- 
ported by Stutz in Sauk County on November 11. tered areas of the state south to Dodge County at 

the beginning of the period. The U.S. Fish and 

. . Wildlife Service reported 85 in Pool 7 in La Crosse 

Snow Goose.—First reported by Goffin Bar- County on October 3. Found at the end of the pe- 
ron County on October 1. Evanson found 37 in riod north to Marathon and Door Counties. 

Columbia Gounty on October 29. Last reported 
by the Lukeses in Door County on November 6. Mallard.—Found throughout the state at 

5 . . the beginning of the period. The U.S. Fish and 

Ross’s Goose.—Polk found one in Barron Wildlife Service reported 8,580 at Pool 7 in La 
County on October 4, and Tessen founda group — Crosse County on November 8. Reported at the 

of 5 in Brown County on October 26. See “By — end of the period north to Barron, Marathon, 

the Wayside.” and Door Counties. 

Canada Goose.—Found throughout the Blue-winged Teal.—Found throughout 

state during the period. The U.S. Fish and Wild- the state at the beginning of the period. The U.S. 

life Service reported 3,400 in Pool 7in LaCrosse Fish and Wildlife Service reported 795 at Pool 6 

County on October 10. in Trempealeau County on October 3. Last re- 
ported by Tessen in Milwaukee County on No- 

Mute Swan.—Reported at the beginning of vember 15. 

the period north to Door and Marathon Coun- 
ties. Hoffman found 8 in Kenosha County on No- Northern Shoveler.—Reported at the be- 

vember 1. Reported at the end of the period — ginning of the period in Barron, Langlade, and 

north to Door and Marathon Counties. Ozaukee Counties. Prochowicz found 527 in 
Trempealeau County on November 8. Reported 

Trumpeter Swan.—Found at the begin- at the end of the period in Dane County by Ash- 

ning of the period in Barron County by Goff. man. 
Stutz found 10 in Dane County on November 19. 

Reported at the end of the period in Portage Northern Pintail.—Reported at the begin- 

County by Berner and Hall. ning of the period in Barron and Brown Coun- 
ties. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reported 

Tundra Swan.—Reported at the beginning 550 at Pool 7 in La Crosse County on October 

of the period in Winnebago County by Pesen’ nN Lesbreporied by Hall in Portage County on 

Next reported by Stover in Door County on Oc- AVE RUREE Shs 
tober 3. Lesher found over 10,000 at Pool 8 in 

Vernon County on November 13. Found at the Green-winged Teal.—Reported at the be- 

end of the period in Dane, Door, Jefferson, and _ ginning of the period in Barron, Dane, Dodge, 

Richland Counties. Door, Langlade, and Winnebago Counties. Pro-
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chowicz found 416 in Trempealeau County on reported by Regan in Manitowoc County on No- 
November 8. Last reported by Strelka in Milwau- vember 28, when 5 were present. 
kee County on November 19. 

Black Scoter.—First reported by Tessen on 
Canvasback.—Reported at the beginning September 23 in Douglas County, where 4 were 

of the period in Barron and Ozaukee Counties. seen. Last reported by David in Ozaukee County 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reported on November 27. 
80,700 at Pool 8 in Vernon County on November 
8. Found at the end of the period in Kenosha, Long-tailed Duck.—First reported by Tes- 
Ozaukee, and Washington Counties. sen in Ozaukee County on October 22. Regan 

found over 2,000 in Door County on November 
Redhead.—Reported at the beginning of 28. Found at the end of the period in Door, Ke- 

the period in Barron, Dodge, Milwaukee, Ozau-  nosha, and Ozaukee Counties. 
kee, and Winnebago Counties. Regan found 
5,000 in Door County on October 30. Found at Bufflehead.—F¥irst reported by Ashman in 
the end of the period in Door, Ozaukee, and Dane County on September 21. The U.S. Fish 
Washington Counties. and Wildlife Service reported 1,130 at Pool 8 in 

Vernon County on November 21. Reported at 
Ring-necked Duck.—Reported at the be- the end of the period north to Vilas and Door 

ginning of the period in Barron, Oneida, and Counties. 
Vilas Counties. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
reported 10,775 at Pool 7 in La Crosse County Common Goldeneye.—Reported at the be- 
on November 8. Found at the end of the period ginning of the period in Door County by the Lu- 
in Dane, Dunn, and Eau Claire Counties. keses. Bridge found 2,500 in Marinette County 

on November 23. Reported at the end of the pe- 
Greater Scaup.—First reported by the riod north to Marathon and Door Counties. 

Smiths in Oconto County on August 27. The 
Smiths found 550 in Oconto County on Novem- Barrow’s Goldeneye.—Reported in Ozau- 
ber 26. Reported at the end of the period along _ kee County from November 12 to the end of the 
Lake Michigan north to Door County. period by many observers. 

Lesser Scaup.—Reported at the beginning Hooded Merganser.—Reported at the be- of the period by Ziebell in Winnebago County. ginning of the period in scattered areas through- 
Belter found over 200 in Marathon County on Out the state. Prochowicz found 41 in Trempe- 
October 18. Found at the end of the period in aleau County on November 8. Found at the end 
Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, and Washing- _ Of the period in Dane, Door, Eau Claire, Portage, 
ton Counties, Washington, and Waupaca Counties. 

Scaup sp.—The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-__ Common Merganser.—Reported at the be- 
vice reported 11,155 at Pool 7 in La Crosse ginning of the period in Door, Douglas, Lang- County on November 8, and Idzikowski reported lade, Oneida, and Vilas Counties. The US. Fish 
over 7,000 in Milwaukee County (no date given). nd Wildlife Service reported 540 at Pool 7 in La 

Crosse County on November 21. Found at the 
end of the period in Door, Kenosha, Washing- Harlequin Duck.—Reported between Oc- ton, and Witinebago Counties w g 

tober 28 and November 12 in Ozaukee County 
by several observers, on November 13 in Sheboy- 
gan County by the Brassers, and on November So Do. oF OSeay 5s 
Lene Breitn County by Paulos the Lukeses. Sontag found over 250 in Manito- 

woc County on November 7. Reported at the end 
Surf Scoter.—First reported by Tessen in of the period north to Door County. 

Douglas County on September 21. Tessen found 
6 in Shawano County on November 1. Last re- Ruddy Duck.—Found at the beginning of 
ported by David in Ozaukee County on Novem- h ea . Rape ber 27. the period in Dane, Dodge, and Winnebago 

Counties. Schultz reported over 27,000 at Lake 
Maria in Green Lake County on October 31. Re- 

White-winged Scoter.—First reported by ported at the end of the period in Dane, Ozau- 
Tessen in Douglas County on September 21. Last kee, Washington, and Winnebago Counties.
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Osprey.—Reported at the beginning of the kee County on November 17 and 20. Reported 

period south to Portage and Winnebago Coun- at the end of the period north to Barron, Lang- 

ties. Berner found 9 in Portage County on Au- _ lade, Oconto, and Door Counties. 

gust 11, Last reported by Ashman in Dane 

County on November 18. Rough-legged Hawk.—first reported by 

Berner in Portage County on August 21. Berner 

Bald Eagle.—Reported at the beginning of and Hall found 25 in Portage County on Novem- 

the period south to Portage and Winnebago _ ber 17. Found throughout the state at the end of 

Counties. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service re- _ the period. 
ported 28 at Pool 7 in La Crosse County on No- 

vember 21. Found in scattered areas throughout Golden Eagle.—First reported by Lesher in 

the state at the end of the period. Trempealeau County on October 28. Last re- 
ported by David in Kenosha County on Novem- 

Northern Harrier.—Found in scattered ar- ber 19. 
cas throughout the state at the beginning of the 

period. Hoffman found 11 in Kenosha County American Kestrel.—Found throughout the 

on September 18, Reported at the end of the state at the beginning of the period. M. Peterson 

period north to Portage, Waupaca, and Door found 20 in Shawano County on August 17. Re- 
Counties: ported at the end of the period north to Barron, 

Langlade, Oconto, and Door Counties. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk.—Reported at the 
beginning of the period south to Portage and Merlin.—Reported at the beginning of the 

Waupaca Counties. Tessen found 50 in Ozaukee iod in Di Pease, aud © ood C Pe 
= period in Door, Douglas, and Oneida Counties. 
County on October 7, Found in scattered areas Cowart found 52 in Ozaukee County on October 

throughout the state at the end of the period. 3. Last reported by Stutz in Dane County on No- 

vember 19. 
Cooper’s Hawk.—Reported at the begin- 

ning of the period north to Oneida and Door . = . 

Counties. Cowart found 10 in Ozaukee County wine oresnne Ke re 5 ee pored azthe Degin’ 
on October 6. Reported at the end of the period yr O55 Counties. Cowart found 24 in Ozau- 
north to Clark, Langlade, and Door Counties. kee County ba Oseber 2, Reported at the ea 

of the period in Manitowoc County by Sontag. 
Northern Goshawk.—Found at the begin- 

ning of the period in Door, Langlade, and «> Re z . 

Oneida Counties. Reported at the end of the pe- ae Reported during the pe 

riod in Door and Langlade Counties. Countiés, K. Smith found 11 ‘in Kewaunee 

County on October 3. 
Red-shouldered Hawk.—Reported at the 

beginning of the period in Door, Kenosha, Out- . a 
agamie, Portage, and Shawano Counties. Hoff th Ring necied Theis eo RED Sr ae 

man found 6 in Kenosha County on September De penes ef a ee ne oe 
9 5 a" oor Counties. The Smiths found 16 in Oconto 

18. Last reported by Uttech in Ozaukee County Coun N ber 19. 

on November 21. county on November 19. 

Broad-winged Hawk.—Reported at the Ruffed Grouse.—Found during the period 
beginni f the period d0uth to Portage south to Richland and Dane Counties. Berner 
beginning of the period south to Portage  f.44d 11 in Portage County on August 14 

County. Cowart found 3,116 in Ozaukee County oun) Orgs SOUAty sea 

on September 17. Last reported by Hall in Port- 

age County on October 21. Spruce Grouse.—Reported by Gustafson in 
Oneida County on August 19, and by Reardon in 

Swainson’s Hawk.—Reported by $. Cue Vilas County on October I. 
right in Ozaukee County on August 28, and by 
Cowart in Ozaukee County on November 17. Sharp-tailed Grouse.—Reported by the 

LaValleys in Douglas County throughout the pe- 

Red-tailed Hawk.—F¥ound throughout the riod. 
state at the beginning of the period. Cowart 
found 112 in Ozaukee County on October 27. Greater Prairie-Chicken.—Reported dur- 

He reported a Harlan’s Red-tailed Hawk in Ozau- _ ing the period in Portage County by Berner and
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Hall. Hall found 273 in Portage County on No- — Last reported by Ashman in Dane County on No- 
vember 23. vember 12. 

Wild Turkey.—Reported during the period Semipalmated Plover.—Reported at the 
north to Burnett, Florence, Forest, Marinette, beginning of the period in Dane, Dodge, Keno- 
and Door Counties. Hall found 26 in Portage sha, Milwaukee, and Ozaukee Counties, Belter 
County on November 28. found 21 in Marathon County on August 4. Last 

reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County on No- 
Northern Bobwhite.—Found during the vember 1. 

period in Kenosha, Portage, and Richland Coun- 
ties. Duerksen found 22 in Richland County on Piping Plover.—Schwartz located one at 
November 30. the Nine Springs Sewage Treatment Plant in 

Madison, Dane County, on September 2. 
King Rail.—Reported by Hoffman in Ke- 

nosha County on August 24, and by Tessen in Killdeer.—Found throughout the state at 
Winnebago County on September 2. the beginning of the period. Tessen found over 

300 in Winnebago County on August 12. Re- 
Virginia Rail—Reported at the beginning _ ported at the end of the period in Dane, Keno- 

of the period in Dane, Jefferson, Langlade, and sha, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, and Winnebago 
Winnebago Counties. Hoffman found 4 in Ke- Counties. 
nosha County on September 13. Last reported 
by Ashman in Dane County on November 23. Black-necked Stilt.—Tessen saw up to 2 in- 

dividuals at Horicon Marsh in Dodge County on 
Sora.—Found at the beginning of the pe- September 2 and 3. See “By the Wayside.” 

riod in Barron, Dane, Langlade, Sheboygan, and 
Winnebago Counties. Ziebell found 56 in Win- American Avocet.—Reported by David in 
nebago County on September 16. Last reported Racine C. ‘Ai tLO een brad. 
by Hoffman in Kenosha County on November 1. acing lounty on August], Oneiwasiseen by nu merous individuals at the Coast Guard impound- 

ment in Milwaukee from November 10 to 17. 
Common Moorhen.—Reported at the be- 

inning of the period in Dane, Dodge, and Win- 
nebare Counties. Ziebell found 5 in Winnebago . Greater Yellowlegs Reported iat the’ be. 
County on August 13. Last reported by Hoffman Deane Wecoben senntos, Ler wien 6 

in’ Kenosha Gounty on. November 1. Counties. The Smiths found 11 in Oconto 
: a County on August 27. Last reported by E. Hansen American Coot.—Found at the beginning in Dane County on November 10. 

of the period in Barron, Dane, Dodge, Langlade, 
Manitowoc, and Winnebago Counties. The U.S. . Fish and Wildlife Service reported 34,236 at Pool _ Lesser Yellowlegs.—Reported at the begin- 
7 in La Crosse County on October 3. Found at ing of the period north to Langlade County. 
the end of the period north to Winnebago and Ashman found 25 in Dane County on August 26. Sheboygan Counties. Last reported by Schimmels in Langlade County 

on November 10. 

Sandhill Crane.—Reported at the begin- . . 
ning of the period north to Vilas County. Parsons Solitary Sandpiper.—Reported at the be- found over 3,000 in Walworth County on Octo- ginning of the period north to Langlade County. ber 29. Reported at the end of the period in Berner found 44 in Portage County on August 5. 
Dane County by Burcar. Last reported by Schimmels in Langlade County 

on November 11. 

Black-bellied Plover.—First reported by 
David in Racine County on August 4. Tessen Willet.—Reported in Milwaukee County by 
found 130 in Brown County on September 30. David on August 5 and by Strelka on August 16. 
Last reported by David in Kenosha County on 
November 17. Spotted Sandpiper.—Found throughout 

the state at the beginning of the period. Stutz 
American Golden-Plover.—First reported found 10 in Dane County on August 10. Last re- 

by David in Racine County on August 18. Evan- ported by Schimmels in Langlade County on No- 
son found 50 in Columbia County on October 8. _ vember 9.
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Upland Sandpiper.—Reported at the be- Whiterumped Sandpiper—First _ re- 
ginning of the period in Door and Kewaunee ported by Sontag in Manitowoc County on Sep- 

Counties. K. Smith found 7 in Kewaunee County tember 1, The Smiths found 27 in Oconto 

on August 3. Last reported by Knispel in Win- County on October 22. Last reported by Tessen 

nebago County on September 16. in Dodge County on November 8. 

Whimbrel.—Reported by Regan in Door . Baird’s Sandpiper. Reported at the be- 

County on August 29, the Shillinglaws had 4 in ginning of the period in Dane County by Burcar. 

Door County on Septeniber 13, and reported by Berner found 5 in Portage County on August 22. 

Sontag in Manitowoc County from September 6 Last reported by Idzikowski in Milwaukee County 

to 18. on November 15. 

Hudsonian Godwit.—Reported by Better _ Pectoral Sandpiper—Found at the begin- 
in Marathon County on September 7 and 8, by P!D8 of the period in Dane, Dodge, Langlade, 

Tessen in Brown County on October 2, and by and Winnebago Counties. Belter found over 60 

Hewitt in Oneida County on October 20. in Marathon County on August 4, Last reported 
by David in Racine County on November 24. 

wogecounyan sepsis. by'Tessentih Purple Sandpiper.—Wood found one in 
Sheboygan County on October 29. 

. stndily _Eurnstones Eis veported by Dar Dunlin.—Ffirst reported by Bontly in Ozau- 

wel: tit Racine onny on ugust 4, Hotiman kee County on September 1. Regan found 500 in 
found over 50 in Kenosha County on September — py own County on October 24, Last reported by 

13. Last reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County the Brassers in Sheboygan County on Novem- 

on November 1. ber 25. 

Red Knot.—First reported by Wood in She- Stilt Sandpiper—Reported at the begin- 

boygan County on September 4. Wood found 3 ning of the period in Dane County by Ashman 

in Milwaukee County on September 9. Last re- and Burcar. Tessen found 12 in Brown County 

ported by Wood in Milwaukee County on Octo- on August 21. Last reported by Tessen in Dodge 

ber 29. County on November 8. 

Sanderling.—First reported on August 1 by Buff-breasted Sandpiper.—First reported 
David in Kenosha and Racine Counties. Tessen by Tessen in Dodge County on August 5. Wood 

found over 500 in Brown County on September found 7 in Racine County on September 2. Last 

30. Last reported on November 5 in Oconto — reported by Burcar in Sauk County on Septem- 

County by the Smiths, in Ozaukee County by Ut ber 11. 

tech, and in Racine County by David. 

. . Ruff-—David found 1 in Racine County on 

Semipalmated Sandpiper.—Reported at August 8. 
the beginning of the period in Dane, Dodge, Mil- 
waukee, Ozaukee, Portage, and Racine Counties. Short-billed Dowitcher.—Reported at the 

Tessen found 125 in Brown County on Septem-  peginning of the period in Dane, Manitowoc, 

ber 2. Last reported on November lin Langlade and Milwaukee Counties. Tessen found 25 in 

County by Schimmels and in Dodge County by — podge County on August 5. Last reported by Tes- 

Tessen. sen in Dodge County on November 1. 

Western Sandpiper.—Reported by David Long-billed Dowitcher —First reported by 
in Racine County on September 1, by M. Peter- Polk in Chippewa County on August 9. Tessen 
son in Dane County on September 6, and Man- found 18 in Dodge County on November 1. Last 

itowoc County on October 7 by Tessen. reported by Hall in Portage County on Novem- 

ber 21. 

Least Sandpiper.—Reported at the begin- 
ning of the period north to Shawano County. Common Snipe.—Found in scattered areas 

Belter found over 50 in Marathon County on Au- throughout the state at the beginning of the pe- 

gust 30. Last reported by Schimmelsin Langlade riod. Ashman found 35 in Dane County on No- 

County on November 1. vember 5. Last reported on November 23 in
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Dane County by Ashman and in Washington Herring Gull.—Reported in scattered areas 
County by Domagalski. throughout the state at the beginning of the pe- 

riod. Hoffman reported thousands in Kenosha 
. ‘ County on September 13. Found at the end of 

American Woodcock.—Reported um seat” the eciea iiotth to Door County. tered areas throughout the state at the beginning 
of the period. Hoffman found 17 in Kenosha 5 . | 
County on October 10. Reported at the end of Thayer’s Gull.—First reported by Tessen in the period in Kenosha and Portage Counties. Douglas County on September 22. Idzikowski 

found 9 in Milwaukee County on November 20. 

Wilson’s Phalarope.—first reported by Glee iidiean the petiod ia Milwaukee 
Berner in Portage County on August 13. Last 

ppored by Regan in Brown County on Septem Lesser Black-backed Gull.—First_ re- 
ported by Idzikowski in Milwaukee County on 
September 26, where he reported 3 at the end 

Red-necked Phalarope.—tirst reported — of the period. Also reported from Dane and Ra- 
on August 17 in Dane County by Ashman and __ cine Counties. 
Stutz. Regan found 3 in Brown County on Sep- 
tember 10. Last reported by Ashman in Dane Glaucous Gull—rirst reported by the 
County on September 21. LaValleys in Douglas County on October 10. Re- 

gan found 3 in Brown County on November 26. 
Red Phalarope.—One was found at Wis- Reported at the end of the period in Brown and 

consin Point in Douglas County on October 14 Douglas Counties. 
by Juhnke. See “‘By the Wayside.” 

Great Black-backed Gull.—Reported at 
Parasitic Jaeger—Up to 8 individuals were ie beginning Of te period mn Door and shes found at Wisconsin Point in Douglas County Ono Counties. Tessen found 4 in Manitowoc from September 21 to 23 by Schultz, Stutz, and ‘ounty on November 21. Found at the end of 

essen: the period in Door, Milwaukee, and Sheboygan 
Counties. 

Jaeger sp-—One was found at Trempealeau Sabine’s Gull.—vp to at least 30 individ- 
Wildlife Refuge in Trempealeau County by Benz uals were found by Schultz, Stutz, and Tessen at 
on November 17. Wisconsin Point in Douglas County from Sep- 

tember 21 to 23. One was also found at Bradford 
Franklin’s Gull.—First reported by Belter Beach in Milwaukee on November 5. See “By the 

in Marathon County on October 1. Tessen found Wayside.” 
5 in Brown County on October 20. Last reported 
by Cowart in Ozaukee County on November 10. Caspian Tern.—Reported at the beginning 

of the period north to Oconto and Door Coun- 
Bonaparte’s Gull.—Reported at the begin. _“i€s- Ziebell found 60 in Winnebago County on 

ning of Hp period in Manitowoc, Milwaukee Rec August 2. Last reported by Hoffman in Kenosha 
cine, and Sheboygan Counties. Idzikowski found — County on November I. 
6,000 at the end of the period in Milwaukee 

County. Common Tern.—Reported at the begin- 
ning of the period in Douglas and Sheboygan 
Counties. Stutz found 20 in Douglas County on 

Mew Gull.—One was présentiat the South September 23. Last reported by ‘olschbach in Metro Pier in Milwaukee from November 11 to Dunn County on November 3. 
the end of the period. 

. . Arctic Tern.—One was found at Wisconsin 
Ring-billed Gull—found throughout the Point in Douglas County on September 21 by state during the period. Sontag found 1,500 in schultz and Tessen, and on September 23 by 

Manitowoc County on September 21. Stutz, Schultz, and Tessen. See ‘By the Way- 
side.” 

California Gull.—Lubahn found | at Brad- 
ford Beach in Milwaukee County on November Forster’s Tern.—Reported at the begin- 
5. See ‘By the Wayside.” ning of the period in Racine, Sheboygan, and
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Winnebago Counties. Belter found 6 in Mara- Long-eared Owl.—Reported at the begin- 

thon County on September 10. Last reported by ning of the period in Barron County by Goff. Last 

Gustafson in Milwaukee County on October 21. reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County on No- 

vember 1. 

Black Tern.—Found at the beginning of 
the period in Jefferson, Oneida, Waupaca, and Short-eared Owl.—Reported at the begin- 

Winnebago Counties. Ziebell found 42 in Win- ning of the period in Clark and Portage Coun- 

nebago County on August 6. Last reported by _ ties. Tessen found 4 in Milwaukee County on No- 

Hoffman in Kenosha County on September 13. vember 5. Reported at the end of the period in 

Portage County by Hall. 

Rock Dove.—Found throughout the state 

during the period. Ziebell found 250 in Winne- Boreal Owl.—Erickson reported a bird 
bago County on September 16. brought in to the Superior Animal Shelter on 

October 24. See “By the Wayside.” 

Mourning Dove.—Reported throughout . 

the state dung the period. Jebel found 220 in Northern Saw-whet Owl.—First reported 
Winnebago County on September 16. by Baughman in Vilas County on September 30. 

The Smiths reported 17 in Oconto County on 

. October 20. Last reported by Ashman in Dane 

Eurasian Collared-Dove.—Two that were County on November 26. 

found during the summer were present through- 
Count. period at White Potato Lake in Oconto Gommon Nighthawh.—Reported ai ‘the 

beginning of the period north to Vilas County. 
Parsons reported over 1,000 in Walworth County 

Black-billed Cuckoo.—Reported at the be- on September 1. Last reported by Frank in Ozau- 

ginning of the period in Barron, Douglas, and kee County on October 10. 

Washington Counties. Last reported by Tessen in 

Outagamie County on October 3. Whip-poor-will—Found at the beginning 

of the period in Dane, Door, Langlade, and Sha- 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo.—Reported at the —wano Counties. Last reported by Hoffman in Ke- 

beginning of the period in Douglas, Richland, nosha County on September 13. 

and Waupaca Counties. Last reported by Stutz at 

ae Milwpukee Coast Guard Impoundment on Chimney Surift—Found throughout the 

SLORED Ae state at the beginning of the period. Sontag 
found over 300 in Manitowoc County on August 

Barn Owl.—One was seen at the Milwaukee 21. Last reported on October 10 by Frank in 

Coast Guard Impoundment by several observers Ozaukee County and by Hoffman in Kenosha 

on November 4. See “‘By the Wayside.” County. 

Eastern Screech-Owl-—Reported during Ruby-throated Hummingbird—Found 
the period in Dane, Dunn, Kenosha, Milwaukee, throughout the state at the beginning of the pe- 

Ozaukee, Richland, Waupaca, and Winnebago riod. Berner found 6 in Portage County on Au- 
Counties. gust 14. Last reported by Ziebell in Winnebago 

County on October 16. 

Great Horned Owl.—Found throughout as 

the state during the period. Belter found 4 in Selasphorus sp. hummingbird.—One 

Marathon County on October 18. was present at the Uttech home in Ozaukee 
County from October 13 to 31, and another was 

captured ata feeder in Milwaukee County on No- 

Snowy Owl.—First reported by the La- vember 17. Yet another bird was seen at Freistadt 

Valleys in Douglas County on November 2. — in Washington County from October 30 to No- 

Found in scattered areas throughout the state at vember 22 (Figure 1). Unsubstantiated reports 

the end of the period. of at least three other birds were noted, from as 
far north as Vilas County. See “By the Wayside.” 

Barred Owl.—Reported during the period 

south to Grant, Dane, Jefferson, and Waukesha Rufous Hummingbird.—One was present 

Counties. at the Kuecherer home in Neenah in Winnebago
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Figure 1. Many Selasphorus hummingbirds were noted in Wisconsin during late October and early November 2000. This individual was photographed by John Idzikowski at Freistadt in Washington Photograp Ye 8! County on 8 November 2000. 

County from October 26 to November 1. See ‘By Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.—Reported at the Wayside” and Color Plate 2. the beginning of the period south to Portage y' 8! s Pi 8 County. Evanson found 6 in Ashland County on . . . A August 22. Last reported by Hoffman in Kenosha Broad-billed Hummingbird.—rhis first A°8' Pr 
state record was present at the Frerik residence Countyon November: 1. in Waupun in Dodge County from October 20 to 
28. See “By the Wayside” and Color Plate 1. Downy Woodpecker.—Found throughout 

the state during the period. M. Peterson found : 11 in Shawano County on August 4. Belted Kingfisher—Found throughout the mh Stawano County on Augus state at the beginning of the period. Hoffman . . found 9 in Kenosha County on November 1. Hairy Woodpecker.—Found throughout Found at the end of the period in Kenosha, Wau- the state at the beginning of the period. The paca, and Winnebago Counties. Smiths found 7 in Oconto County on August 13. 

Red-headed Woodpecker—Reported at. Three-toed Woodpecker.—Reported by the beginning of the period north to Barron, Zielinski in Douglas County on August 5, and by Shawano, and Door Counties. Lesher found 15 Hewitt in Douglas County on November 27. See 
in Trempealeau County on October 28. Found “By the Wayside.’ 
at the end of the period in Barron, Kenosha, 
Portage, and Shawano Counties. Black-backed Woodpecker.—in Douglas 

County: Stutz found 6 on August 20, Tessen . 
by Stutz on Red-bellied Woodpecker—Reported dur- found 4 on September 24, reported by ing the period north to Burnett, Marathon, Sha- September 24, and by Belter on October 8. wano, Oconto, and Door Counties. Berner found . 

4 in Portage County on August 4, Stutz found 4 Northern Flicker —found throughout the in Dane County on September 16, and Ziebell state at the beginning of the period. Berner found 4 in Winnebago County on September 16. found 16 in Portage County on August 4. Re-
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ported at the end of the period in Kenosha, Out Great Crested _Flycatcher.—Found 

agamie, Ozaukee, Richland, and Washington throughout the state at the beginning of the pe- 

Counties. riod. K. Smith found 4 in Kewaunee County on 

August 3, Berner found 4 in Portage County 

. s on August 4, and Belter found 4 in Marathon 

Pileated Woodpecker. Reported during County on August 21. Last reported on Septem- 

the period south to Grant and Dane Counties. 5, y a 2 . 

Berner found 3 in Portage County on August 7 er 15 in Kenosha County by Hoffman and in 

2 fj 8 y 8 ? Ozaukee County by Uttech. 
Tessen found 3 in Douglas County on September y PY 

24, and Belter found 3 in Marathon County on 

October 18. Ash-throated Flycatcher.—This first state 
record was found by Regan in Kewaunee on Oc- 

Olive-sided Flycatcher.—Reported at the tober 30 and was seen by many others through 

beginning of the period in Langlade County by November 2. See “By the Wayside” and Color 

Schimmels. Last reported by Domagalski in Plate 3. 

Washington County on October 27. 

Eastern Kingbird.—Reported throughout 

Eastern Wood-Pewee.—Found through- the state at the beginning of the period. Ziebell 

out the state at the beginning of the period. M. found 20 in Winnebago County on August 13. 

Peterson found 14 in Shawano County on August Last reported by Tessen in Ozaukee County on 

4, Last reported on October 7 in Ozaukee October 2. 

County by Domagalski and Tessen. 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher.—The identity of 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher.—Reported at this Central American rarity was confirmed by 

the beginning of the period in Langlade and Burcar on October 28; the bird was seen by many 

Oneida Counties. Stutz found 6 in Douglas — others through October 31. See ‘By the Way- 

County on August 20. Last reported on Septem- _ side”” and Color Plate 4. 

ber 17 in Ozaukee County by Bontly, Strelka, and 

Tessen. Loggerhead Shrike.—Reported by the Lu- 

. keses in Door County at the beginning of the 

. Acadian Flycatcher.—Reported at the be- period, and by the Smiths in Geos County 

ginning of the period in Dane, Portage, and from the beginning of the period through Au- 

Washington Counties. Last reported on August — gust 13. 

23 in Washington County by Domagalski. 

Alder Flycatcher.—Reported at the begin- a deli Bhethos Sint OG. pee By nat 

ning of the period south to Dane County. M. Pe- Li ortage Gounty one jer 20, Tessen tou 

a 5 in Door County on November 24. Found in 

terson found 4 in Shawano County on August 3. " . 

Last reported on September 10 in Oconto scattered a throughout the state at the end 

Py (eR ae of the period. 
County by the Smiths and in Vilas County by 

Baughman. 
White-eyed Vireo.—Burcar found 1 at Lake 

Willow Flycatcher.—Found at the begin- Yellowstone in Lafayette County on Septem- 

ning of the period north to Douglas County. Last ber Il. 

reported by Evanson in Green County on Sep- 

tember 9. Yellow-throated Vireo.—Reported at the 
beginning of the period in Dane, Langlade, 

Least Flycatcher.—Reported at the begin- Oneida, Portage, and Shawano Counties. Belter 

ning of the period north to Vilas County. Berner found 4 in Marathon County on August 12, and 

found 5 in Portage County on August 21. Last Stutz found 4 in Grant County on September 10. 

reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County on Oc- Last reported by Bontly in Ozaukee County on 

tober 10. 
September 28. 

Eastern Phoebe.—Found throughout the Blue-headed Vireo.—Found at the begin- 

state at the beginning of the period. Knispel ning of the period in Oneida, Portage, Shawano, 

found 12 in Winnebago County on September and Vilas Counties. M. Peterson found 5 in Sha- 

16. Last reported by the Smiths in Oconto wano County on September 10. Last reported by 

County on November 5. Bontly in Milwaukee County on October 17.
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Warbling Vireo.—Reported at the begin- Bank Swallow.—Reported at the begin- ning of the period north to Vilas County. M. Pe- ning of the period north to Barron, Langlade, terson found 4 in Shawano County on August 4. and Door Counties. Belter found 90 in Marathon Last reported on September 21 in Ozaukee County on August 17. Last reported by Bontly in County by Bontly and in Portage County by Hall. Ozaukee County on October 1. 

Philadelphia Vireo.—kirst reported by Chiff Swallow.—Reported at the beginning Zessen in Winnebago County on August 19. Stutz of the period north to Vilas County. K. Smith found 6 in Dane County on September 16. Last found 202 in Kewaunee County on August 9, Last reported by Tessen in Ozaukee County on Oc- reported by Bontly in Ozaukee County on Oc- tober 2. tober 1. 

Red-eyed Vireo.—Found throughout the Barn Swallow.—Found at the beginning of state at the beginning of the period. Evanson iy¢ period north to Vilas County. The Smiths found 91 in Milwaukee County on September 12; found 150 in Oconto County on September 8. 
Last reported by Domagalski in Washington Last reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County on County on October 8. November 1, 

Ho eee aa Vibe Coen" Black-capped —_Chickadee.—Reported lorence, Forest, Oneida, and Vilas Counties. throughout the state during the period. M. Pe- Blue J. Foundich ‘ h a erro found 90 in Shawano County on Au- ue Jay.—Found throughout the state dur- gust 12. 
ing the period. Belter found 80 in Marathon 

Ci September 23. . ounty on September Boreal Chickadee.—Reported in Vilas and 3 Oneida Counties during the period. Baughman American Crow.—Found throughout the — found 5 in Vilas County on September 28. state during the period. Belter found over 400 in 
Marathon County on October 7. % 

Tufted Titmouse.—Found during the pe- CG Ra . riod in Dane, Dunn, Green, La Crosse, Milwau- Ler awen- Reported during the jee, and Richland Counties, Decker feund iy period south to Portage, Waupaca, and Outaga- Richland County on August 28. mie Counties. Stutz found 6 in Douglas County 
on September 24. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch.—Reported at the _iy . Bt beginning of the period south to Dane County. Horned Lark. Reported atthe beginning Belter found 12 in Marathon County on October of the period north to Vilas County. K. Smith . . 16. Found at the end of the period south to Dane found 97 in Kewaunee County on November 21. and. Washington Count Found at the end of the period north to Barron Bsn B Om COURB ES: 
and Clark Counties. 

White-breasted Nuthatch—Found through- Purple Martin. —Reported at the begin- out the state during the period. Berner found 11 
ning of the period north to Oconto and Door _ i? Portage County on August 1, and M. Peterson Counties. Ziebell found 110 in Winnebago found 11 in Shawano County on September 10. 
County on August 17. Last reported by Holsch- 
bach in St. Croix County on September 16. Brown Creeper.—Reported at the begin- 
— ong of the pened in roan amplade, Oneida, ree Swallow.—Found at the beginning of ortage, and Vilas Counties. Hoffman found 7 in 

the period throughout the state. Ziebell found Kenosha County on September 13, Found at the 1,150 in Winnebago County on August 22. Last end of the period in Dane, Kenosha, Langlade, reported by Belter in Marathon County on No- _ and Portage Counties. 
vember 4, 

. Carolina Wren.—Reported from the be- b Rough-winged See Fol at ike ginning of ithe Petied fe Angun 8 in sf tiesaen eginning of the period north to Barron an ‘ounty by Hale, throughout the period in Wau- Oneida Counties. Hoffman found hundreds in paca County by Hewitt, on August 18 in Racine Kenosha County on September 13. Last reported County by David, and on September 16 in Dane by Ashman in Dane County on September 25. County by Stutz.
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House Wren.—Found throughout the state reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County on Oc- 

at the beginning of the period. Parsons found $4 tober 10. 

in Walworth County on August 3. Last reported 

by Frank in Ozaukee County on October 31. Gray-cheeked Thrush.—First reported by 

Tessen in Brown County on September 2. Uttech 

Winter Wren.—Reported at the beginning found 12 in Ozaukee County on September 12. 

of the period south to Portage County. Sontag Last reported by Goff in Barron County on Oc- 

found 5 in Manitowoc County on October 25. tober 8. 

Last reported by Holschbach in Dunn County on 

November 5. Swainson’s Thrush.—Reported at the be- 

ginning of the period in Oneida and Ozaukee 

Sedge Wren.—Found in scattered areas Counties. Uttech found over 30 in Ozaukee 

throughout the state at the beginning of the pe- County on September 12. Last reported by Gus- 

riod, Ziebell found 10 in Winnebago County on tafson in Milwaukee County on October 27. 

August 13. Last reported by David in Milwaukee 

County on October 2. Hermit Thrush.—Found at the beginning 

of the period south to Portage County. Zehner 

Marsh Wren.—Reported at the beginning found 8 in Milwaukee County on October 6. Last 

of the period north to Oneida County. Ziebell reponed by Ashman in Dane County on Novem- 

found 60 in Winnebago County on September °°" “" 

16. Last reported by Bruce in Winnebago County 

on November 6. Wood Thrush.—Reported at the beginning 

of the period north to Barron, Langlade, and 

s Door Counties. Hoffman found 7 in Kenosha 

Golden-crowned Kinglet.—Reported at ¢ , 

the beginning of the pens in Door, Oneida, (opiron ne ere Ryo 

Vilas, and Waupaca Counties. Bridge found 50 in 
Dane County on October 23. Found at the end : 5 

of the period north to Langlade and Door American Robin.—Found throughout the 

Counties. state at the beginning of the period. Lesher 

found 200 in La Crosse County on November 23. 

e| e of the peri hh i 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet.—Reported at the ee at the end of the period north to Vilas 

beginning of the period in Oneida and Winne- 

bago Counties. Stutz found 20 in Dane County : 
on October 6. Last reported by Bruce in Win- oe Ee ne counetr ved ae the: 

iiebage’ County on November ®: November to the end of the period. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher.—Found at the be- Gray Catbird.—Reported throughout the 

ginning of the period north to Shawano County. grate atthe beginning Siihe period. Fall found 

Tessen found 20 in Winnebago County on Au- 9 in Portage County on September 6, Last te 

gust 19. Last reported on October 7 in Ozaukee ported by Zehner in Milwaukee County on No- 

County by Domagalski and Tessen. vember 11. 

Eastern Bluebird.—Found throughout the Brown Thrasher.—Found in scattered 

state at the beginning of the period. Belterfound areas throughout the state at the beginning of 

over 50 in Marathon County on September 4. the period. Hall found 25 in Portage County on 

Last reported by Anderson and Petznick in Out- September 1. Last reported by Hoffman in Ke- 

agamie County on November 11. nosha County on November 1. 

Townsend’s Solitaire.—Reported at European Starling—Found throughout 

Devil’s Lake State Park in Sauk County by many the state during the period. Knispel found 1,514 

observers from November 4 to 18, and by Hewitt in Winnebago County on September 16. 

in Douglas County on November 28. 

American Pipit.—First reported on Sep- 

Veery.—Reported at the beginning of the tember 14 in Ozaukee County by Cowart and in 

period in Door, Kewaunee, Langlade, Portage, | Waupaca County by Hewitt. Tessen found 65 in 

Shawano, Vilas, and Waupaca Counties. Berner Ozaukee County on November 4. Last reported 

found 3 in Portage County on August 24. Last by Hall in Portage County on November 24. 

lle
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Bohemian Waxwing.—First reported on Yellow Warbler.—Found throughout the 
November 11 in Langlade County by Schimmels state at the beginning of the period. Hoffman 
and in Vilas County by Baughman. Berner found found over 20 in Kenosha County on September 20 in Portage County on November 29. Foundat 13. Last reported by Tessen in Ozaukee County 
the end of the period in Portage and Vilas on October 2. 
Counties. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler.—Reported at Cedar Waxwing.—Reported throughout the beginning of the period south to Dane the state at the beginning of the period. Berner _ County. Berner found 11 in Portage County on 
found 190 in Portage County on November 17. August 7. Last reported by Tessen in Ozaukee Reported at the end of the period north to Lang- County on October 2. 
lade County. 

Magnolia Warbler.—Found at the begin- Blue-winged Warbler.—Reported at the ning of the period south to Winnebago County. beginning of the period in Dane, Portage, Rich-_M. Peterson found 15 in Shawano County on 
land, Shawano, and Washington Counties. Ber- September 10. Last reported by Domagalski in 
ner found 5 in Portage County on August 7. Last. Ozaukee County on October 14. 
reported on September 12 in Kewaunee County 
by K. Smith and in Washington County by Dom- Cape May Warbler.—Reported at the be- 

agalski. ginning of the period in Oneida County by the 
Fishers. Belter found 3 in Marathon County on 

Brewster’s Warbler.—Reported by Berner September 24, Last reported by the Brassers in 
in Portage County on August 24, and by Ott in Sheboygan County on November 11. 
Marathon County on October 1. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler—Found at 
. the beginning of the period in Door, Langlade, Golden-winged Warbler—Rep cai Oneida, Shavatis, ati Vilas Counties. M. Peter. the beginning of the period in Langlade, found 3 in Shawano County on September Oneida, Portage, and Shawano Counties. M. Pe- 10. La sd Octobe y Fi are : 

terson found 5 in Shawano County on August 27. C - Wik a : a ta , Guam 
Last reported by Bontly in Milwaukee County on ye y pon 28 and in Outagamie County by lerson and Petznick. September 19. 

. Yellowrumped Warbler.—Reported at Tennessee Warbler.—rirst reported by the beginning Sine period south to Winnebago Domagalski mn Dodge County on August 2. Tes- County. Cowart found over 2,000 in Ozaukee pen. found 50 in Winnebago County on Septem- County on October 2. Last reported by Zehner ber 16. Last reported by Uttech in Ozaukee in Milwaukee County on November 28. 
County on October 14. 

; Black-throated Green Warbler—Found Orange-crowned Warbler—First re- at the beginning of the period south to Portage ported by Stover in Door County on August 25. County. Hoffman found 17 in Kenosha County Domagalski found 3 in Washington County on on September 13. Last reported by the Lukeses 
October 15, and Bridge found 3 in Dane County in Door County on October 14. on October 19, Last reported by Bontly in Ozau- 

Kee County on October 20. Blackburnian Warbler.—Found at the be- 
. ginning of the period in Door, Langlade, Nashville Warbler—Reported at the be- Oneida, Portage, and Shawano Counties. Berner ginning of the period in Door, Langlade, found 3 in Portage County on August 24, M. Pe- Oneida, Portage, and Vilas Counties. M. Peter- — terson found 3 in Shawano County on August 26, son found 15 in Shawano County on August 27. and Hoffman found 3 in Kenosha County on 

Last reported in Washington County by Doma- September 13. Last reported by Tessen on Oc- galski on October 11. tober 2 in Ozaukee County. 

Northern Parula.—Found at the begin- Pine Warbler.—Reported at the beginning 
ning of the period in Door, Langlade, Oneida, of the period in Door, Langlade, Oneida, Port- 
and Vilas Counties. Ashman found 4 in Dane age, and Vilas Counties. Baughman found 40 in 
County on September 10. Last reported by Vilas County on September 8. Last reported by Bridge in Marinette County on September 24. Baughman in Vilas County on September 30.
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Palm Warbler.—Reported at the begin- Mourning Warbler.—Reported at the be- 

ning of the period in Douglas, Oneida, and Vilas ginning of the period south to Portage County. 

Counties. Sontag found 25 in Manitowoc County —_ Berner found 6 in Portage County on August 14. 

on September 20. Last reported by Hoffman in — Last reported by Tessen in Douglas County on 

Kenosha County on November 1. September 24. 

Bay-breasted Warbler.—first reported by Common Yellowthroat.—Found through- 

Tessen in Outagamie County on August 12. Ash- out the state at the beginning of the period. M. 

man found 4 in Dane County on September 24. Peterson found 37 in Shawano County on Sep- 

Last reported by Tessen in Outagamie County on tember 9. Last reported by Regan in Brown 

October 3. County on November 6. 

Blackpoll Warbler —First reported by Tes- Hooded Warbler.—M. Peterson found a 
sen in Outagamie County on August 12. Sontag male in Shawano County on August 12. 

found 7 in Manitowoc County on September 12. 

Last reported by Domagalski and Tessen in Wilson’s Warbler.—First reported by Ber- 

Ozaukee County on October 7. ner in Portage County on August 14. Last re- 

ported by Domagalski in Washington County on 

Black-and-white Warbler—Found at the September 21- 
beginning of the period south to Portage 

County. M. Peterson found 8 in Shawano County Canada Warbler.—Reported at the begin- 

on September 10. Last reported by Belter in ning of the period in Door, Langlade, Oneida, 

Douglas County on October 8. and Vilas Counties. M. Peterson found 3 in Sha- 

wano County on August 27. Last reported by 

American Redstart.—Reported at the be- Bruce in Winnebago County on October 3. 

ginning of the period south to Dane and Wash- 

ington Counties. Ashman found 25 in Dane Summer Tanager.—Reported by Meid in 

County on September 10. Last reported on Oc- Marquette County from the beginning of the pe- 

tober 11 in Milwaukee County by David and in tiod to August 9. 
Sheboygan County by the Brassers. 

Scarlet Tanager.—Found at the beginning 

Ovenbird.—Found at the beginning of the of the period south to Dane and Washington 

period south to Dane County. Berner found 11 Counties. Berner found 7 in Portage County ‘on 

in Portage County on August 14. Last reported August 1. Last reported by Hall in Portage 

by Uttech in Ozaukee County on October 3. County on October 1. 

Northern Waterthrush.—Reported at the Eastern Towhee.—Reported at the begin- 

bepinni th iod in D. Langlade. Sha- ning of the period south to Dane and Washing- 

egmining of the period in 2008, aneme et ‘4 ton Counties. Berner found 9 in Portage Count 
i ‘ 8 y 

wano, Washington, and Waupaca Counties. M. Drs 

Peterson found 8 in Shawano County on August on August-11, Last reported by Lesher in Jackson 
s ne 3 County on November 26. 

4, Last reported by Sontag in Manitowoc County 

on October 13. 
American Tree Sparrow.—First reported 

2 by Domagalski in Dodge County on October 2. 

Louisiana Waterthrush.—Reported from all found 250 in Pore county on November 

the beginning of the period to August 10 in Dane 14. Found at the end of the period north to Bar- 

County by Burcar, on September 9 in Pierce ron, Langlade, and Oconto Counties. 

County by Holschbach, and on September 13 in 

Milwaukee County by Cowart. 
, ° eye Rufous-crowned = Sparrow.—Gross _re- 

ported one coming to a feeder in Mukwonago 

Kentucky Warbler.—Duerksen found 1 in on November 25 and 26 (Figure 2). This is Wis- 

Richland County on September 7. consin’s first record for this species. See ‘By the 

Wayside.” 

Connecticut Warbler.—Reported at the 
beginning of the period in Oneida County by the Chipping Sparrow.—Found throughout 

Fishers. Last reported by Belter in Marathon _ the state at the beginning of the period. Berner 

County on September 17. found 65 in Portage County on August 6. Last 

nn"
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Figure 2. Wisconsin’s first record of Rufous-crowned Sparrow appeared at the feeder of Maureen 
Gross in Mukwonago, Waukesha County, on 25 November 2000. Taken from video footage by 
Maureen Gross. 

reported on November 5 in Portage County by _ reported on October 28 in Dane County by Ash- 
Berner and in Ozaukee County by Frank. man and in Ozaukee County by Uttech. 

Clay-colored Sparrow.—Reported at the Grasshopper Sparrow.—Reported at the 
penning of pe peed pour a Ozaukee beginning of the period in Dane, Door, Portage, 

county. Stutz foun in Souglas County on and Shawano Counties. Berner found 3 in Port- 
August 20. Last reported by the Lukeses in Door age County on August 13. Last reported by 
County on October 25. Lesher in La Crosse County on September 23. 

Field Sparrow.—Found at the beginning > . r 
of the period north to Barron, Langlade, and 7 Henslow’s Sp larrow,—Found athe begin: : ‘ ning of the period in Dane, Langlade, and Sha- Door Counties. Hall found 22 in Portage County Counties. L: ‘d by B inD 
on October 5. Reported at the end of the period Gaur a Oc, eae y Burcar in ane 
in Ozaukee County by Uttech. SUN T/OR CONS 

Vesper Sparrow.—Reported at the begin- Le Conte’s Sparrow.—Reported by Gus- 
ning of the period south to Washington County. _tafson in Oneida County on August 18 and in 
Berner found 13 in Portage County on August 4, Milwaukee County on October 19. 
Last reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County on 
November 1. A 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow.—tn Mil- 
waukee County: Wood found 6 on September 17, 

Savannah Sparrow.—Found throughout David found one dead on September 21, Idzi- 
the state at the beginning of the period. K.Smith — kowski found 9 on September 25, and Gustafson 

found 95 in Kewaunee County on August 3. Last. found one on October 7.
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Fox Sparrow.—First reported by Hewitt in vember 22. Found at the end of the period north 
Waupaca County on September 10. Belter found to Clark and Door Counties. 
16 in Marathon County on October 18. Found at 
the end of the period in Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Northern Cardinal.—Found throughout 

and Winnebago Counties. the state during the period. Hoffman found 20 
in Kenosha County on September 13. 

Song Sparrow.—Found throughout the 
state at the beginning of the period. K. Smith Rose-breasted Grosbeak.—Found through- 

found 76 in Kewaunee County on August 3. Re- out the state at the beginning of the period. Ber- 
ported at the end of the period north to Portage per found 22 in Portage County on August 18. 

County. Lesher reported an immature in Jackson County 
on November 26. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow.—Reported at the be- 
ginning of the period south to Portage County. Indigo Bunting.—Reported throughout 

Hall found 5 in Portage County on September the state at the beginning of the period. M. Pe- 
23, and Stutz found 5 in Dane County on Octo- — terson found 33 in Shawano County on August 

ber 9. Last reported by Stutz in Dane County on 4, Last reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County 
October 27. on October 10. 

Swamp Sparrow.—Found at the begin- Dickcissel—Reported at the beginning of 
ning of the period north to Vilas County. Ziebell__ the period in Dane and Portage Counties. Last 
found 70 in Winnebago County on September reported by Huf in Milwaukee County on Octo- 
16. Found at the end of the period in Dane and per 18, 
Kenosha Counties. 

$ Bobolink.—Found at the beginning of the 
White-throated Sparrow.—Reported at _ period north to Vilas County. Baughman found 

the beginning of the period south to Portage 40 in Vilas County on August 20. Last reported 
County. Stutz found 200 in Dane County on Oc- py Burear in Dane County on October 7. 
tober 6. Reported at the end of the period north 

to Outagamie County. Red-winged Blackbird.—Found at the be- 
. ginning of the period throughout the state. Zie- 

Harris’s Sparrow.—First reported by Tes- hell found 4,000 in Winnebago County on Oc- 
sen in Douglas County on September 21. Last tober 8. Reported at the end of the period in 
reported by Holschbach in Dunn County on No- Dane and Kenosha Counties. 
vember 1. 

. Eastern Meadowlark.—Reported through- 
White-crowned Sparrow.—First reported out the state at the beginning of the period. Hoff- 

by Bontly in Ozaukee County on September 17. man found over 40 in Kenosha County on Sep- 

Stutz found 6 in Douglas County on September tember 13. Last reported by K. Smith in Kewau- 

23. Last reported by Hoffman in KenoshaCounty nee County on November 9. 
on November 30. 

Western Meadowlark.—Found at the be- 
Dark-eyed Junco.—Reported at the begin- ginning of the period in Dane and Portage Coun- 

ning of the period in Oneida and Vilas Counties. ties. K. Smith found 4 in Kewaunee County on 
Hoffman found 126 in Kenosha County on No- August 10. Last reported by Gustafson in Milwau- 
vember 1. Reported at the end of the period kee County on October 27. 
north to Barron, Oconto, and Door Counties. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird.—Reported at 
Lapland Longspur.—First reported by the beginning of the period in Barron, Dane, 

Frank in Ozaukee County on September 29. Hall and Winnebago Counties. Belter found 25 in 
found 225 in Portage County on October 7. Marathon County on August 20. Last reported 
Found at the end of the period north to Portage __ by M. Peterson in Dodge County on October 26. 
and Waupaca Counties. 

Rusty Blackbird.—First reported by Bau- 
Snow Bunting.—First reported on October _ mann in Brown County on September 23. Ziebell 

19 in Kewaunee and Oconto Counties by the — found 20 in Winnebago County on November 3. 
Smiths and in Manitowoc County by Sontag. Tes- _ Last reported by the Smiths in Oconto County 
sen found 1,100 in Outagamie County on No- on November 25.
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Brewer’s Blackbird.—Found at the begin-- vember 27. Reported at the end of the period 

ning of the period south to Winnebago County. south to Ozaukee County. 

Belter found over 600 in Marathon County on 
October 18. Last reported on November 1 by . 

Holschbach in Dunn County and by Hoffman in _, American Goldfinch. Found throughout 
Kenosha Coutit the state during the period. Cowart found 3,330 

" y in Ozaukee County on October 2. 

Common Grackle.—Found throughout : 
the state at the beginning of the period. Ziebell * Evening (eatiedler Sepantel at the be- 

found 2,000 in Winnebago County on November ginning of the period in Shawano and. Vilas 
9, Found at the end of the period in Clark and Counties, Found at the end of the period in Vilas 

Kenosha Counties. County by Baughman. 

Brown-headed Cowbird.—Reported at House Sparrow.—Found throughout the 

the beginning of the period north to Vilas State during the period. Ziebell found 200 in 

County. Parsons found 1,000 in Walworth Winnebago County on September 16. 
County on October 16. Last reported on Novem- 
ber 30 in Ozaukee County by Frank and in Ke- 
nosha County by Hoffman. CONTRIBUTORS 

Baltimore Oriole.—Found throughout the Jim Anderson, Philip Ashman, Jim 
state at the beginning of the period. Ziebell Baughman, Ida Baumann, Dan Belter, 

found 12 in Winnebago County on August 6. Last Dedrick Benz, M B Maril 

reported by Hoffman in Kenosha County on Sep- TIC! ii » Murray Berner, valityy. 

tember 15. Bontly, David and Margaret Brasser, 

Peter Bridge, Paul Bruce, Kay Burcar, 

Pine Grosbeak.—First reported by Baugh- Bill Cowart, Noel Cutright, Seth Cut- 

Ath in dln ay on Novgibes ip Repaid right, Karl David, Connie Decker, Scott 
at the e1 u s C : ‘ 
thetavalle. period in Douglas County >Y Diehl, Bob Domagalski, Barbara 

Duerksen, Laura L. Erickson, Marty 

Purple Finch.—Found at the beginning of Evanson, Tom and Joanne Faber, Rob- 

the period south to Portage and WaupacaCoun- ert and Karen Fisher, Jim Frank, David 
ties. The Lukeses found 15 in Door County on  H. Freriks, Alta Goff, Maureen Gross, 

September 13. Found at the end of the period in ; " 
scattered areas throughout the state. Dennis Gustafson, Karen Etter Hale, 

Kent Hall, Ellen Hansen, Jan Hansen, 

House Finch.—Reported during the period Bettie Harriman, Judy Haseleu, Janet 
north to Vilas County. Hall found 46 in Portage Hewitt, Ronald Hoffman, Aaron 

County on November 30. Found at the end of : 

the period north to Barron, Langlade, and Door Holschbach, Patrick Horn, Judith Huf, 
Counties. John Idzikowski, Karen M. Johnson, 

Charles M. Juhnke, David Kuecherer, 

Red Crossbill—First reported by Baugh- Susan Kulinski, Roy R. Knispel, Steve 
man in Vilas County on August 2. Frank found4 and Laura LaValley, Fred Lesher, 

in Ozaukee County on November 4. Last: re- 
ported by Baughman in Vilas County on Novem- Steven Lubahn, Charlotte and Roy 

ber 27. Lukes, John Lund, Robert W. McInvoy, 

Jerry Meid, William P. Mueller, Eric C. 

White-winged Crossbill—Rcported by Nelson, Lynn Ott, Patricia Parson, 

the Lalalleys in Doug Couny ae the begin- Andy Paulios, Jesse Peterson, Mark Pe- 

ning of the period to September £- terson, Steve Petznick, Janine Polk, 

nce ap Ann Prochowicz, Bill Reardon, John 
Pine Siskin.—Reported at the beginning of Edward S. S L u1e 

the period in Barron, Portage, and Vilas Coun- egan, Edward 9. saur, Lynn J. Schim- 

ties. Berner found 190 in Portage CountyonNo- mels, Thomas Schultz, Paul and
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Glenna Schwalbe, Carl Schwartz, John liams, Thomas C. Wood, Norma Zeh- 

and Fawn Shillinglaw, Jerry and Karen _ ner, Tom Ziebell, and Matthew P. Zie- 

Smith, Charles Sontag, Barbara R. Sto- _ linski. 

ver, Jean Strelka, Lowella and Steve 

Stucker, Aaron Stutz, Daryl Tessen, Mark S. Peterson 

Tom Uttech, Nick Walton, Melvin Box 53 

Wierzbicki, Daniel P. Williams, Jim Wil- Caroline, WI 54928 

50 Years Ago in The Passenger Pigeon—Spring 

August Derleth on the American Crow (from “Walden West,” noted as 

a “work in progress”): 
“And, being the epitome of wildness, he is canny as well as arrogant, and 

in every attribute he has, his essential independence of man stands out. 

Whereas sparrows, robins, starlings, even nighthawks, and a host of lesser 

birds do not trouble themselves about and often elect the company of man- 
kind, the crow shuns it, mocks it, derides and keeps his distance from even 

a lone walker in the woods at any season. But winter is peculiarly the crow’s 
season; however more difficult may be his foraging, he seems in this season 

to come into his own, hurling his challenge from every corner of the grey 
winter sky, constantly about in all manner of weather.” 

“In the sound of his caw is the proof of his wildness. Here clearly is the 
voice of one who has resisted all the blandishments of civilization, who has 

defied the best efforts of man to either tame or slay him. It is curious to 
reflect that the crow’s voice should comfort a man in his solitude, however 

much the crow’s rascality be known; yet it is so. It is as if this proof of the 
essential wildness of this black scavenger were an immutable assurance of 
the persistence of the wilderness, of the continuity of life itself. There is 

never dearth of them; they survive from season to season; they escape the 
most intent gunman; they return as inevitably as the seasons themselves.” 

(Excerpts from Vol. 13, No. 1, 1951)
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—— eee 

Rave species documentations include Pacific Loon 
2 

White-faced Ibis, Ross’s Goose, Swainson’s Hawk, 

Piping Plover, Black-necked Stilt, Red Phalarope, 

California Gull, Sabine’s Gull, Arctic Tern, Barn Owl, 

Boreal Owl, Broad-billed Hummingbird, 

Rufous Hummingbird, Selasphorus hummingbird, 

Three-toed Woodpecker, Ash-throated Flycatcher, 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher, and Rufous-crowned Sparrow. 

PACIFIC LOON (Gavia pacifica) moved more towards the western side 

of the lake. About 12 Common Loons 
23 October 2000, Shawano Lake, Sha- were later located to the east and 

. . south. None showed the darkness and 
wano County—I arrived at the county 

: smooth contrast between the black park on the north side of Shawano ‘ 7 o . and white on the neck.—Daryl D. Tes- 
Lake. Initial scans revealed coots, vari- sen: Aupleton, Wisconsih 54911 
ous ducks and gulls, and a Red-headed ait, APPIN, Oris . 

Woodpecker at a feeder. After several 

scans, I picked up a loon that was 31 October 2000, Chequamegon Bay, 
preening and/or actively feeding in Ashland County—The bird was diving 
the middle of the lake. It appeared to and feeding on the bay in the general 
be a sharp, black-and-white contrasting proximity of Common Loons. The im- 
bird, but a longer, more careful, look mediately noticeable characteristic of 
was needed. The problem was to relo- _ this bird was its obviously thinner bill 
cate it after it dove. When it started to and slimmer build than the Common 
preen, it could be seen to be an overall Loon it originally surfaced near. The 
dark (black) loon with an obvious _ bird was almost as long as the Common 
white throat and neck (front), with a Loon, but its neck was noticeably slim- 
clean contrast with the dark head and mer and the bill was much less massive, 
neck (back). There was no irregular with no noticeable angles. The culmen 
line down the neck, as ina Common’ was dark and the rest of the bill ap- 
Loon. The bill was held straight and _ peared off-whitish. The head was very 
seemed smaller than the typical Com- roundish and its plumage was a smooth 
mon Loon. Eventually, it dove and dark gray from the eyes back over the 
could not be relocated, as it evidently nape and down the neck and back. The 

65
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malar and cheek base were white, white face and cheek patch extended 

which continued down the throat and _ well behind the eye. There was an area 

upper breast. The gray appeared of white plumage above the water line 

darkest where it met white on the sides along approximately three-fifths of the 

of the neck, forming a thick border be- length between the breast and the tail. 
tween uppers and lowers. The back The width of this area was something 

and upperwing surfaces were finely less than one-quarter the depth of the 
scalloped with grayish or silver, leading _ body. It was clean white excepting scat- 
me to believe the bird wasimmature.— _ tered smudges of gray. This side patch 
Daniel P. Williams, Ashland, Wisconsin was generally even throughout its 

54806. length. The open wing was entirely 

blue-black, with dim bands of darker 

10-11 November 2000, Wisconsin River black through at least the fore part of 

Flowage, Portage County—I was check- the inner wing. The underwing, al- 

ing the flowage, as usual, in the late though not well seen, appeared un- 

afternoon, and this loon was the only marked white——Murray Berner, Stevens 

bird on the water. The flat crown Point, Wisconsin 54481. 

abruptly, but smoothly, sloped into the 

forehead, and sloped equally smoothly WHITE-FACED Isis (Plegadis chihi) 
into a rounded nape. It had a long, 

stout, tapered straight bill that was 22 October 2000, Horicon Marsh, 

shorter than the head and held slightly Dodge County—Almost as soon as I 
above the horizontal throughout the stopped along Horicon Marsh, I spot- 

observation. ted a large, dark, wading bird near 

It was essentially a black-and-white some Canada Geese in an open area 

bird. It had a black forehead, crown, that seemed fairly shallow. Through a 

nape, back, wings, and most of the scope, the bird could be seen as a little 

sides and flanks. An obviously darker smaller than the Canada Geese, but 

area of jet black was confined to the longer-legged and longer-billed. The 
lower neck and upper back. The black _ bill quickly identified this as an ibis, be- 

head feathering appeared to extend ing long, slim, and distinctly down- 

from the gape and entirely encom- curved. Most of the body was blackish 

passed the eye. Except for an obscure, with a glossy green sheen and some 

narrow, collarlike band extending into chestnut color (an adult bird). The 

the hindneck, no white feathering in- legs and bill were dark gray. The head 

terrupted the immaculate black top of and neck were slightly streaked (kind 

the bird. The white throat; broad, ofa gray or slightly brownish tone), in- 

white cheek; foreneck; and breast were  dicating winter plumage. Most impor- 

equally immaculate. The margins of _ tant was the face, which lacked any of 

black-and-white plumage of the head, _ the light border around the lore area 
neck, and breast were sharp and un- that is almost always present on a 

interrupted. The collarlike band did Glossy Ibis in any adult plumage. Most 
not completely encircle the nape, and __ of the time, the eye just appeared dark, 

was not obvious in relaxed posture, but but on at least one occasion, while it 

became prominent when extending was preening, a red color was seen in 

the neck. No chinstrap was seen. The _ the eye, again indicating not a Glossy
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but a White-faced Ibis.—Dennis Gustaf- neck were heavily streaked with dark 
son, New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151. grayish brown mottling. We focused 

most of our attention on the head, 

knowing that this was where we should 

22 October 2000, Horicon Marsh, look for any distinguishing character- 

Dodge County—After leaving Waupun, _ istics that would help us identify the spe- 
where I had gone to see the Broad- cies. Because the bird was spending 

billed Hummingbird, I stopped along most of its time feeding—moving 

Highway 49 to look at the waterfowl around with its head down and the bill 
and shorebirds that were gathered on _ in the water—this was not an easy task, 

the south side of the road, just west of but we kept watching and waited for op- 

the pumphouse. Tom Uttech and Dan portunities when the bird would pause 

Belter and another out-of-state birder and look up. 

were also present. Suddenly Tom Ona number of occasions, especially 
yelled “‘Ibis,”’ and we looked up to see when the bird was initially closer, we 

a large, dark Plegadis ibis flying by were able to get brief looks at the eye 
within about 50 meters. It flew back color and facial pattern in the sunlight. 
from us to the south, and then We all agreed that the irises were red 
dropped out of sight in the cattails. and that the facial skin in front of the 

We were elated at the sighting, but eye lacked any obvious pale border, 

also disappointed that the bird had dis- both of which would be consistent with 
appeared. Fortunately, however, the a White-faced Ibis at this time of year. 

bird returned a short time later and A Glossy Ibis would have had dark gray 
landed out in the shallow water in front eyes and a more obvious pale border 

of us about 70-80 meters away, provid- to the bare facial skin. Because of the 
ing us with good scope views. After a distance, we could not be absolutely 

few minutes, it got up and flewa short certain of the color of the facial skin 

distance to another spot, but where it itself, but it appeared to be somewhat 

landed was a little more distant, per- reddish gray. Unfortunately, my pho- 
haps 125-150 meters away. Wishing I tos are rather distant and show only a 
had acted sooner when the bird was large, dark ibis. They aren’t good 
closer, I now got my camera out of the enough to capture any of the details we 

car and snapped a number of shots. observed through our scopes.— Thomas 
Jack Bartholmai also arrived and began — Schultz, Green Lake, Wisconsin 54941. 
taking photos. We continued watching 

the bird in our scopes and exchanging Ross’s GOOSE (Chen rossii) 

comments about our observations for 

about 20 minutes or so. The lighting 4 October 2000, southeast Barron 

was good, with the morning sunshine County—One very small, white goose 

coming from the east (our left). with black wing tips swam with the hun- 

The bird was obviously an ibis, with dreds of Canada Geese on the pond. 

long legs and neck and a long The little goose was about the same size 

decurved bill. It was an adult in winter as the tiniest, stubbiest-billed Canadas. 

plumage, with deep chestnut-brownon It had a short, thick neck; a very 

the body and glossy greens on the rounded head profile; and a short, 

wings and scapulars. The head and _ pink bill that lacked the thick black
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tomia of Snow Geese, having instead _ the base was still orange and more so 

some greenish coloration on the base _ on the lower bill. The neck ring was the 

that was clearly visible even at this dis- same sandy color as the head and back 
tance. The little goose swam around and was complete (just narrower at the 

for a while and finally disappeared be- central point of the breast). The black 

hind a rise near some houses at the forehead bar was completely gone, and 

southwest corner of the pond.—Janine there were no darker feathers in the 

Polk, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701. neck ring, either. I also noted the white 

forehead and a fairly faint white eye- 

SWAINSON’S HAWK (Buteo swainsoni) brow stripe.—Carl Schwartz, Whitefish 

Bay, Wisconsin 53211. 

28 August 2000, Concordia University, 
Ozaukee County—The bird was the right Bic REGED STIL 

size; too big to be any other buteo. This (Himantopus mexicanus) 

bird was a light-morph adult. When 

over me, I could see the brown upper 

breast and the white throat above the 2-3 September 2000, Horicon Marsh, 

brown upper breast. I could also see Dodge County—After talking with Larry 
the white underparts, the striped tail, Michael for a while, with no appear- 

and the very dark wing tips and wing — ance of the Black-necked Stilt, I moved 

edges. The flight was strong because — over to the Auto Tour Road and board- 

the wind was fast and the bird was go- walk. After looking there, I returned 

ing with the wind. It was flying away briefly to the site and was rewarded 

from crows.—Seth Cutright, West Bend, with a brief appearance of the stilt as it 

Wisconsin 53095. fed in the back part of the ditch. 

After church the following day, I re- 

PIPING PLOVER (Charadrius melodus) _ turned to Horicon Marsh. Seeing noth- 

ing initially, I waited for about a half 

2 September 2000, Nine Springs Sewage hour when suddenly two large, black- 
Ponds, Dane County—Returning from and-white shorebirds appeared, flying 
Iowa, my wife gave me an hour to bird — in from the west over the cattail marsh. 

while she shopped fora computer. The Both birds disappeared behind the cat- 

plover was in a group of approximately _ tails on the left side of the ditch. Al 

: 30 shorebirds in the first pond inside most immediately, one appeared, feed- 

the gate. This was an adult Piping ing in the open back part of the ditch. 
Plover that had nearly completed the Its large size and black-and-white pat- 
transition to winter plumage. It tern could be seen with patience. The 
jumped out immediately as I scoped head and upper body were black, with 

this mixed flock; most noteworthy was _ the front of the neck and belly being 

its overall pale and sandy appearance. white. The legs were long and the bill 

I also quickly noted the pale orange was long, thin, and dark. After check- 

legs. As it moved around and fed, Iwas ing other bird sites, I returned to the 

able to notice that the feet were a ditch where other birders had gath- 

brighter orange, more like the sum- ered. Soon, one of the birds reap- 

mer-plumage form. The bill was short peared.—Daryl D. Tessen, Appleton, Wis- 

and stubby and largely black, although —consin 54911.
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RED PHALAROPE saw an obvious rufous-orange in the in- 

(Phalaropus fulicaria) verted ‘“‘V” under the tail feathers. 

This coloration was obvious each of the 

14 October 2000, Wisconsin Point, several times the bird was aimed so that 

Douglas County—Near mid-afternoon, I saw it from behind. The beak was 
John Hockema and I were birding Wis- _ black and stubby, somewhat like that of 
consin Point. By coincidence, we were a Sanderling, but maybe more stubby 

looking in the same area when we both _ than a Sanderling’s. The forehead and 
saw a medium-sized, gray shorebird fly peak of the head were white. There was 

in and dive behind the gulls. Within a mildly mottled, black stripe from the 

seconds, the bird rose again and flew back of the top of the head down the 

across our field of view for a few sec- back of the neck that connected with 

onds, and John called out, ‘“Phala- and/or blended into the obviously 

rope!”” The bird turned, flew away _ solid gray back. This was not the “‘black 

from us, and eventually dropped grad- _ toupee”’ look, reaching across the top 
ually behind the concrete. As the bird _ toward the front of the head, of a Red- 
flew away we both detected an overall necked Phalarope. There was an elon- 
grayish to the back, wings, and tail. The gated black patch extending behind 

back was itself solid gray. There was an each eye. The throat was tinted with 
obvious white line extending across faint orange. The bird’s back was quite 

each wing. The bottom rear of the bird — obviously uniform gray. 

did not contrast against the gray back, Except for two times when the bird 

wings, or tail. We watched for a few flushed for no apparent reason and re- 

minutes to see if the bird would return. turned in a minute or so, we observed 

It did not. it steadily for about two hours from 40 
The drizzle stopped and we headed yards and later from 20 yards. After 

to the beach with our scopes. As we _ having such luxurious observation pe- 

reached the beach, four shorebirds riods of this bird at Wisconsin Point, 

landed at water’s edge in front of us. and after checking field guides and 
We identified them as three Ruddy comparing similar species, it was very 

Turnstones and a Greater Yellowlegs. obvious to us that this was a Red Phal- 

Later, we found a Black-bellied Plover arope in transitional plumage from 

along the shore about 100 yards from summer to winter. Attempts at locating 

us. Then we noticed a phalarope swim- _ phalaropes or similar birds in the area, 

ming between the beach, the Wiscon- especially at Wisconsin Point, on sub- 

sin-side concrete wall, and severallarge sequent days were unsuccessful.— 

rocks just offshore. Even as the waves Charles M. Juhnke. 

swung it about, the bird easily swam 

and spun as phalaropes do. It skillfully CALIroRNIA GULL (Larus californicus) 

avoided the concrete wall and large 

rocks. This bird was very obviously a 5 November 2000, Bradford Beach, 
phalarope, and one experienced at Milwaukee County—This particular gull 

maneuvering in the relentless, large was easily separable in flight among a 

waves. flock of Ring-billed Gulls flying toward 

The first view I had of this bird me. Initial separating features were 
through my scope was from the rear.I longer and darker wings and a slightly
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darker mantle. The outer primaries, as a Black-tailed Gull.—Steven Lubahn, 

on a Ring-billed Gull, were blackish up Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202. 

to the alula, yet more uniform than a 

Ring-bill. The secondaries were also SABINE’S GULL (Xema sabini) 

blackish. The greater coverts were also 

dark, but a more uniform. blackish 21-23 September 2000, Wisconsin 

brown. The lesser coverts were a washy, Point, Douglas County—A few of us were 
yet slightly mottled, brownish gray; birding Wisconsin Point on the after- 

darker and more uniform thanamuch noon of 21 September, scouting birds 

lighter and mottled Ring-billed Gull. for the WSO weekend field trip. At 
The inner primaries were slightly around 5:30 p.M., we were scanning the 

paler, but not as contrasting as the pale lake with scopes from the breakwater 

windows of a Ring-bill—consistent, wall at the harbor entrance, and no- 

more along the lines of a Mew or ticed a flock of gulls that were flying 
Thayer’s Gull. far out over the Jake, probably more 

Ihave seen a lot of variation in early- than two or three miles away! What 
and late-winter first-year Ring-billed caught our attention was their unusual 

Gulls and second- and third-year Her- flight style as they wheeled about, oc- 
ring Gulls, yet this bird stood out quite casionally diving down to the surface of 

differently. The wings and mantle were the lake to pick something off the War 

not dark enough to suggest a Lesser ter. As we kept watching them, Chris 

Black-backed Gull. Also, in flight, was Wood and I were becoming more and 
an all-white upper tail and rump with more mystified, since we were certain 

. ‘ that they were too small and active to 

2 ah atply: demarcated blackish band: be Ring-billed or Herring Gulls, but 
This feature precludes a first-year Ring- they didn’t appear to be Bonaparte’s 

billed Gull. The standing bird offered Gulls, either. Fortunately, the flock was 

additional clues that suggested a Cali- cuentas in our direction an dwe contin- 

fornia Gull. These features included a ued to watch the birds, hoping to get 

distinctly longer bill that lacked an ob- some ‘visual clues: to! their identifica: 

vious gonydeal angle at the tip. The bill tion. 

was a pale yellowish gray, maybe green- Finally, as they got to within a mile 
ish, with a dark tip. The legs were the or less, we began to pick up a hint of a 

same color as the bill. The back of striking wing pattern, and we contin- 

the head, nape, neck, and sides of the yed to get better looks when the birds 
breast were mottled with brown. I wish started to pass in front of the trees and 
I would have looked at the iris, but I yidgeline of Minnesota’s north shore. 
did not. The bird was overall longer- The darker background of the shore- 

bodied, heavier-breasted, and long- _ }ine now made it much easier to see the 
winged. All these features were perfect birds’ field marks and the characteris- 

for a California Gull. It stood on the tic pattern of the Sabine’s Gull became 

beach next to some Ring-billed Gulls, totally obvious to us: a long, black tri- 

and was slightly, but obviously, larger. angle of black on the outer wing; a 

Again, the mantle was a darker shade, wide, white triangle of white on the 

but not dark enough to suggest a middle part and trailing edge; and a 

Lesser Black-backed, Western, or even medium brownish color on the inner
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part of the wing and the mantle. We _ the time this was difficult to discern. 
were absolutely stunned with the real- The adults looked very similar, but 

ization that we were seeing a flock of were a cleaner gray with less brown 

19 Sabine’s Gulls—an observation that, above (on the inner wings and mantle) 

as far as we knew, was totally unprece- and appeared to have more black on 

dented on the Great Lakes! the head, although the exact extent 

The birds continued flying toward was difficult to discern with the dis- 

Duluth, then seemed to realize that tance.—Thomas Schultz, Green Lake, Wis- 

they were running out of lake and  consin 54941. 

started heading back out toward the 

middle of Lake Superior, where we 

eventually lost sight of them. The next ARCTIC TERN (Sterna paradisaea) 
day, we were back at the point and saw 

two individuals at about 10 a.M., three 

birds at around 11:30, and another 

group of three later in the afternoon. 21, 23 September 2000, Wisconsin 
Much to the delight of the attendees Point, Douglas County—Around 2:50 

of the WSO field trip, the gulls made _ p.M., shortly after arriving at Wisconsin 
several appearances through the Point, Daryl Tessen, Chris Wood, and 

morning of 23 September. Our I were scanning Lake Superior when 
group’s biggest observation of the we noticed a small group of terns ap- 

weekend, with two flocks totalling at proaching. Most of the birds were iden- 

least 29 individuals, flew in from the _ tified as Common Terns, but one of 

lake, passed out beyond the harbor en- the individuals caught our attention 

trance and into Minnesota waters, and __ because it was noticeably darker than 

then back out into the lake. By far, the the others. As we focused in on that 

majority of the Sabine’s Gulls we ob- _ bird and followed it with our scopes, we 
served were juveniles, with the most became more and more convinced 

adults seen at one time being two or that we were seeing an adult Arctic 

three. The juveniles showed the very Tern. 

striking and diagnostic wing pattern As mentioned above, the most no- 
that is typical of the species: a black tri- _ ticeable feature of this bird was its over- 

angle on the outer primaries and up to all darker appearance, especially on 

the wrist; a large, white triangular the underparts. The throat, breast, and 

patch on the trailing edge of the wing _ belly were all a uniform medium-to- 

that extends up to the wrist (including  darkish gray, which greatly contrasted 
the inner primaries and secondaries); with the very white rump and tail. The 
and a medium grayish brown color on _ pale rump also stood out in stark con- 

the inner wing, upperwing coverts, and _ trast to the darker gray back and man- 
the mantle that extends up onto the tle. The bird had a completely dark 
head. The flying birds presented a (black) cap—as it would look in breed- 

truly flashy appearance with this dis- ing plumage—which supported our 

tinctive and contrasty wing pattern. feeling that this was an Arctic Tern be- 

The underparts were all white, and the cause this species doesn’t typically molt 

tail was white with a black bar across into winter plumage until it reaches 

the terminal portion, although most of the wintering grounds. Common
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Terns, on the other hand, tend to com- 4 November 2000, Milwaukee Coast 

mence their fall molt earlier. Guard Impoundment, Milwaukee County— 
In overall structure and flight style, Bill Mueller called me to alert me to its 

this bird also showed the characteris- presence. It was flushed twice by birders, 

tics of an Arctic Tern because the head and then flew directly toward another 
and neck projection appeared short, group of birders that included me. 
while the tail projection behind the The bird was seen while in flight in 
wings was rather long. The exact color good light with 7 X 35 binoculars for 

and profile of the bill was difficult to approximately a minute, and through a 

discern due to the distance, but the bill Leica scope while perched on the 
did appear rather smallish in size. The | ground for about 10 minutes. It was ob- 

wings seemed to be relatively narrow, served in the scope perched in a thick 

slimmer than those of the Commons, clump of small willows at about 100 feet. 
and, at times, the narrow, dark trailing During its flight across the impound- 

edge of the primaries could be seen ment, it was mobbed by an adult Gos- 
and appeared narrower than the cor- hawk and a flock of American Crows 

responding stripe on the Commons. _ that continued to harass it for about 15 

There was no evidence of partial wing minutes. Markings observed while in 

molt, with all of the flight feathers ap- flight and while perched included: a 

pearing uniform. As the bird flew, it white, heart-shaped face; no ear tufts; 

also appeared to have a lighter, more dark eyes; large head in flight, along 

buoyant, flight style than that of the with its moth-like flight; pale under- 

Common Terns flying nearby.— parts and golden buff upper plumage. 

Thomas Schultz, Green Lake, Wisconsin Two Short-eared Owls were in the same 

54941. area and in flight at the same time.— 

Noel Cutright, West Bend, Wisconsin 

Barn Ow  (Tyto alba) 53095. 

4 November 2000, Milwaukee Coast BOREAL Ow  (Aegolius funereus) 

Guard Impoundment, Milwaukee County— 

After flushing one Short-eared Owl, 26 October 2000, Superior, Douglas 
this bird, an adult female, flew up from | County—An employee of the Superior 

tall, weedy vegetation and flew north Animal Shelter called me at 7 A.M. to 

over the impoundment area. We did _ tell me that a woman had brought in a 
not see where the bird landed. “tiny owl.” I expected it to be a North- 

The bird was approximately 17 ern Saw-whet Owl, but it was clearly a 
inches in length; had a cinnamon-buff Boreal Owl. In the hand, this screech- 

belly and breast; a white, heart-shaped — owl-sized owl was unmistakable, with a 

face with white facial disks; an amber- dark, grayish-black forehead dotted 

mixed-with-gray upper surface of the with white, a blackish rim around the 

wings and back; and long legs. This facial disks, and no tufted ears as a 

bird was slightly larger and longer than —_ screech-owl would have. It was larger 
the Short-ear that flew just before this than the many Saw-whets I’ve seen and 

bird.—Wiliiam P. Mueller, Milwaukee, handled over the years. Also, the black 

Wisconsin 53214. rim around the light facial disks, the
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pale bill, and spots (rather than 22 October 2000, Waupun, Dodge 

streaks) on the forehead preclude a County—This bird was very easy to see. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl. It was brought — It seemed not to mind people close by. 

to Molly Evans, who transferred it to When perched, I could clearly see that 

the Raptor Center in St. Paul, Minne- this was a male hummingbird, by such 

sota.—Laura Erickson, Duluth, Minne- bright colors on it. Both the upper- 
sola 55804. parts and underparts were a dark 

green color. The gorget was bluish in 
BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD color. The undertail coverts were 

(Cynanthus latirostris) white, and the bird’s blackish, notched 

tail could clearly be seen, especially 

20 October 2000, Waupun, Dodge when it flew to the feeders nearby. The 

County—I first saw him outside the din- _ bill was red underneath and a darker 

ing room window, then went outside to reddish on top. Also, when seen from 

get a better look. Immediately ob- the right angle, I could tell that the 

served was a hummer that was much _ lower base of the bill was very wide for 

darker and greener than a Ruby- a bird of this size. This bird was very 
throated Hummingbird, and seemed a__ vocal. It seemed to sound something 

bit larger than a Ruby-throated (see like a Ruby-crowned Kinglet. The bird 

Color Plate 1). Upon closer observa- would sit on a small twig near the 

tion, the bill was a dull reddish on the feeder next to the house, but every so 

two-thirds near the head. The bird also often it would fly up to the trumpet 

had a very dark chin; the light wasn’t creeper and feed in the flowers 
very good at the time, but itdid appear there.—Dan Belter, Wausau, Wisconsin 

to be bluish to me, and this was con- 54403. 

firmed in the morning with the better 

light. There was a small amount of 22 October 2000, Waupun, Dodge 

white on the lower breast. Also noticed | County—This cooperative bird was sit- 

in the morning was the small white ting on a vine as my wife Margot and I 

patch behind the eye, which pretty arrived at the Freriks home in Wau- 

much confirmed it was a Broad-billed. pun. The sun, at our backs, reflected 

This was again confirmed with John Id- _ off the hummingbird, displaying the ir- 

zikowski’s arrival in the morning. idescent green feathers covering most 

The bird spent a good portion of the — of its body. The slightly forked tail was 
day perched on a honeysuckle vine black and the undertail coverts were 

along the south side of our house. It | white. The throat was blue and the bill 

fed from the feeders every 10 minutes was bright red over most of its length. 

or so. It occasionally flitted about the The size seemed about the same as a 

trees and shrubs catching insects. It Ruby-throated. A little white showed 

was quite vocal, especially in the morn- behind the eye and, overall, the bird 

ing. It had a chattering sound, lower in was a little scruffy-looking. It gave a 

pitch and much louder than the Ruby- _ scolding call twice, which the National 

throated. It was very tolerant and al- Geographic guide describes accurately 

most curious of people at times.—Da- as similar to a kinglet—Dennis Gustaf- 

vid H. Freriks, Waupun, Wisconsin 53963. son, New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151.
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26 October 2000, Waupun, Dodge Rurovus HUMMINGBIRD 

County—It was a very cooperative bird. (Selasphorus rufus) 

It sat on a small shrub and visited a 

hummingbird feeder regularly. It 26 October 2000, Neenah, Winnebago 

seemed just a little larger and plumper County—While walking past the dinette 
than a Ruby-throated, although it did window on the way to the kitchen, I 
have its feathers fluffed quite a bit of glanced out into the yard—a habit for 
the time. Its breast and upper belly years—and saw a flash of rusty color at 

were green and the throat was an iri- the feeder. Ruby-throated Humming- 
descent blue/black. The lower belly birds hadn’t been seen for several days, 

was white, and there was a white point so I knewI had something special. This 
that extended up into the green belly _ particular bird hovered and darted into 

(this looked like the feathers of the _ the feeder. It had arufous-colored back 

belly were somewhat separated, reveal- upon first sighting with binoculars. Af 

ing the feathers beneath, rather than ter setting up the scope, the back 

an actual field mark). The undertail showed green with a wash of rufous 

coverts were white. The most striking color showing through from beneath 
feature was its red bill, which was dark (see Color Plate 2). This coloration ex- 

at the tip. The head was green, but of- tended from the tail to the head. The 
ten looked black due to the iridescent edges of the wings, when perched, 

feathers. The eye was dark and there | showed dark borders. The tip of the tail 

was a small white spot behind the eye. was black. The neck had mottled spots 

The wings were dark and about the and streaks, which flashed iridescence 

same length as the dark tail on the sit- when presented to light. The breast was 

ting bird. There was a small white — light, with some rusty color. The bill was 

patch in the area of the wing coverts. dark and the eye was dark with a small 
It was difficult to see the bird’s back, spot of white behind. The size was simi- 

because it always sat facing us when it _ lar to that of a Ruby-throat. 
landed on its perch and always nec- In the morning, the bird made more 
tared at the same port on the feeder frequent trips to the feeder, and usu- 

where we could not see its back. ally went to the other two nectar feed- 

The Broad-bill’s behavior was inter- ers once or twice. It occasionally 
esting to watch. It fed at intervals of perched in the cedars, and at other 

about 5-6 minutes. Immediately after times would perch in a nearby pear 

feeding it would fly to the exact same _ tree, basswood, or honeysuckle bush. 

perch in a small shrub and begin scold- All who had seen the bird have agreed 

ing. Its scolding sound would start out — that it was a sub-adult male Rufous.— 

fast, and then trail off as if the bird David Kuecherer, Neenah, Wisconsin 

were a wind-up toy running down. Of 54956. 

ten when it was chattering it would 

look very slender and sleek, but as soon 26, 28 October 2000, Neenah, Winne- 

as it stopped chattering it would again bago County—Arriving at Dave Kuech- 
puff out its breast and belly feathers. erer’s home, we waited for about half 

We watched the bird for about 30 min- an hour until the hummer appeared at 

utes,—Jean M. Strelka, Brown Deer, Wis- his feeder. We watched it come a few 

consin 53209. times to the feeder that late afternoon
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and then two days later at a more lei- The bill was black, similar in appear- 
surely pace with some of the Green Bay ance to a Ruby-throated Humming- 
Bird Club in the early morning. bird. It had an iridescent green back 

The hummer was an immature male and rump, with the rump feathers 
Rufous. It had rusty sides, with a cen- tipped with rufous. It had an iridescent 
tral white belly, rufous on the tail, and green crown. The sides of the face were 
a fair amount of rufous appearing on rufous with a whitish spot directly be- 
the back. The central part of the gorget hind the black eye. The gorget was tan, 
was showing red. A limited amount of with green or red or bronze iridescent 
green was interspersed on the back spots and/or streaks. Red was especially 
and head.—Daryl Tessen, Appleton, Wis- present on the left lower third of the 
consin 54911. gorget. It had a rufous uppertail with 

black spots on the central rectrices. 
Selasphorus HUMMINGBIRD It had brownish green upperwings 

and underwings. The leading edge of 
28 October 2000, Ozaukee County—Af- the underwing was rufous. The upper 

ter waiting for some time, William breast and belly were white. The un- 
Hutcheson, Nick Walton, and I finally dertail coverts were light rufous. The 
saw the bird arrive in the yard. The _ sides and wing pits were rufous. There 
bird spent time at the hummingbird _ was white spotting on the three outer- 
feeder, perched in the cedars and most tail feathers on each side. The tail 
other trees in the yard, and perchedon feathers were worn. The secondaries 
the wires connected to the house. Dis- appeared to be fresh and the primaries 
tinctive features of this bird included a were worn (except the first). The feet 
white throat, rufous flanks, andagreen and legs were black. It was superficially 
back and cap. With the exception of similar in size and shape to a Ruby- 
the flanks, the bird was white under- throated Hummingbird.—Scott Diehl, 
neath. The bird seemed similar in size Hubertus, Wisconsin 53033. 
and proportions to Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds, with which Iam much THREE-TOED WOODPECKER 
more familiar.—Aaron Stutz, Madison, (Picoides tridactylus) 
Wisconsin 53705. 

5 August 2000, Gordon Dam Camp- 
17 November 2000, Franklin, Milwau- ground, Douglas County—We were sit- 

kee County—Our wildlife rehabilitation ting at our campsite eating lunch, 
center was called about this bird com- when the bird flew overhead and 
ing to a hummingbird feeder in cold landed in a tree. We got about a 30- 
weather on 16 November 2000 in Mil- second look at it with our binoculars 
waukee County. The exposed culmen _ before it flew about 20 feet to another 
was 16 millimeters. The weight was 3.7 tree. We got the bird back in our bin- 
grams. The wing chord was 39 milli- oculars again for another 15-20 sec- 
meters. The tail length was 27 milli- onds, but then it flew away and could 
meters. The width of the outer rectrix not be found again. 
was 2 millimeters. The outermost It had an undulating flight to the 
(tenth) primary was narrower than the trees. The bird was larger than a 
ninth. Downy Woodpecker and about the
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same size as a Hairy. The color of the ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER 

bird was black and white, with the (Myiarchus cinerascens) 

black on the wings, tail, and head. 

The white was on the outer edges of 30-31 October 2000, Kewaunee, Ke- 

the tail, chest, belly, and throat, as well waunee County—Heading south on 

as the white stripes on the head. One _ Lakeshore Drive during the late after- 

stripe originated from behind the eye noon of October 30, I stopped to check 

and arched toward the back of the some mountain ash trees near the 

head, then ran along the side of the _ road. I saw the flycatcher moving about 
neck and along the edge of the nape. in a nearby tree. After watching the 

The other stripe started at the poste- bird for about 30 minutes, I went and 

rior of the nape and ran at an angle to notified the property owners of their 

the shoulder. The back had black-and- unusual bird and prepared them for 

white, horizontal bar-like markings; the potential consequences. The bird 

not solid black like a Black-backed was seen briefly the next morning at 

Woodpecker. The beak was black. The another nearby location, only to reap- 

eye could not be seen in detail, nor pear at the original spot where it re- 

could the legs. There was no interac- mained the rest of the day. It was a very 

tion with other animals and the bird cooperative bird, and was enjoyed by 

was silent—Malthew P. Zielinski, Blan- many over the course of the next three 

chardville, Wisconsin 53516. days (see Color Plate 3). 

It was a typical-looking Myiarchus fly- 
27 November 2000, Sims Lake Burn, catcher: brownish upperparts, gray and 

Douglas County—On my way toa Boreal yellow underparts, and brownish tail. 

Owl-seeking trip to Burnett, Douglas, Direct size comparisons could some- 

and Bayfield Counties, I stopped again times be made with a few American 

at the Sims burn area. This wood- Robins that were also in the area, with 

pecker had been seen several times the flycatcher appearing _ slightly 
there earlier. This was my sixth trip to smaller lengthwise, and with a much 

the Sims burn. slimmer build. The crown was grayish 

Half of the trees had been recently brown, with the crest appearing fairly 

bulldozed. The area was still very active smooth and rounded most of the time, 

with many Hairy, Downy, and Pileated with grayish ear coverts. The black bill 

Woodpeckers. I saw 10 Black-backed appeared relatively slim and short. On 

Woodpeckers in one view due to im- one occasion, using a scope at close 

proved visibility with the trees down. I range, I thought I observed a hint of 
finally saw a bird that had a yellow cap _ paleness at the very base of the lower 

and a narrow, white line extending to mandible, but in most viewing condi- 

the back of the eye. The back was tions the bill appeared entirely black. 

barred horizontally and was not all The nape and mantle were a grayish 

black. The sides were also barred. A brown. The flight feathers were slightly 
Black-backed Woodpecker in the same darker brown. The coverts showed 

view had a solid black back. The bird _ buffy white tips, forming two thin wing- 

continued working quietly for several bars, and there were broad whitish ter- 

minutes while I watched.—Janet Avis _ tial edges. The primaries were rusty red 

Hewitt, Iola, Wisconsin 54945. at the outer edge, darkening near the
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tips. One of the inner primaries ap- tain ash tree. I pulled up behind them 
peared dark in color, lacking the red- and saw that they were looking ata bird 

dish outer edge; this was noted on both in this tree. I looked through my bin- 

wings. The secondaries, like the ter- oculars and saw that this was the re- 

tials, showed prominent pale edges. ported flycatcher that was being seen. 

Some of the flight feathers appeared to When I first saw this bird, my first im- 
show some wear, especially the coverts. pression was that this bird was a very 
It had a whitish throat and a pale gray light Myiarchus flycatcher. The back 
breast that washed down into a pale feathers were a light grayish brown in 

yellow belly and undertail coverts. color. The throat and breast were a 
There was no clear demarcation be- very pale gray color. The belly had a 
tween the two colors. It had a relatively _ very pale yellowish wash to it. The wing 

long-looking, brownish-red tail, with feathers, when folded, had a rufous 

some rectrices showing more reddish coloring. This rufous color was seen 

tones than others, each with very thin when the bird took short flights. I also 
pale edges and tips. One observer saw some rufous coloring in the tail 
noted that while the tail was spread the when the bird was in flight. It looked 
two innermost rectrices looked like there were also two wing bars on 

“frayed.’’ I had several decent looks atthe folded wing. The bill was all dark, 

the underside of the tail. The outer- and the bird had a dark eye. 
most rectrices showed a dark outer No other flycatchers were present 

edge, which widened out at the tip, ap- _ with this bird. I could see how someone 

pearing to cross the tips of the tail could make a mistake and call this bird 

feathers. a Great Crested Flycatcher if they 

Jan Hansen was close to the bird didn’t have experience with Myiarchus 

when it was heard calling once; his de- _ flycatchers. Overall, this bird was much 
scription, ‘‘wik.’’ During the time I ob- lighter than what a Great Crested Fly- 

served the bird it was mostly seen feed- catcher would look like.—Dan Belter, 

ing on mountain ash berries, which it Wausau, Wisconsin 54403. 

took on the fly. It was seen taking in- 

sects only a few times. On other days, 1 November 2000, Kewaunee, Kewau- 

just the opposite behavior was noted, nee County—The bird was visiting a yard 

‘as it spent most of its time flycatching. in Kewaunee that had many trees of 

It was a beautiful bird with subtle short to medium height. There was 
shades of gray, yellow, and red.—John also a barn that had been partially con- 

Regan, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54303. verted to a house. I first spotted the 

bird in a small tree near the buildings, 

1 November 2000, Kewaunee, Kewau- but it soon flew close to the road and 

nee County—As I drove up to the loca- was easy to observe. The bill was all 
tion where the bird was being re- black and fairly small. The face was 

ported, I noticed that there was an- gray and lacked an eye ring. The throat 
other car in front of me driving slowly. and breast were pale gray. The belly 

This car pulled over to the side of the _ was a pale yellow. The back and upper 

road and I saw that there were two peo- tail were pale brown. The primaries 

ple inside the car. They had binoculars were edged in orange-brown, and the 
lifted up and were looking at a moun- _ tertials and secondaries were edged in
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white. There were two white wing bars. knew that this bird could not be a 

The undertail was entirely orange-  Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. I noted that 

brown and lacked a terminal band; there were white outer edges about 

therefore, the flycatcher was probably half way down the tail. The tail ap- 

a juvenile. The pale gray throat, pale peared to be about one and a third 
yellow belly, and entirely black bill longer than the combined head-and- 
eliminated a Great Crested Flycatcher. body length of the bird. The black cap 
The smaller bill and an appearance of _ extended below the dark eye. The dark 

less bulk than a Brown-crested Fly- bill appeared to be slightly upturned. 

catcher, which I have seen in the south- As it was very windy, the bird seemed 

west many times, eliminated that spe- unsteady on the branch. It flew again 

cies. The only other similar species in _ to another low shrub out of sight for a 

North America are the Dusky-capped — short time, but was relocated on an 

and La Sagra’s Flycatchers, which both overhanging branch of a downed cot- 

have very little reddish-brown on the tonwood tree along the shore. Here it 

undertail. The flycatcher was quite ac- remained as we scoped it from less 

tive and moved around the yard, and than 50 feet for about 10 minutes.— 

even landed on the ledge ofa barn win- Kay Burcar, Cross Plains, Wisconsin 

dow as it searched for insects. I did not 53528. 

hear any vocalizations—Thomas C. 
Wood, Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 30 October 2000, Patrick Marsh near 

53051. Sun Prairie, Dane County—Bettie Har- 
riman and I arrived a little after 7:00 

FORK-TAILED FLYCATCHER A.M. A few people had seen the bird ear- 

(Tyrannus savana) lier, but lost it as it flew by. About a 

dozen people frantically searched for 

28 October 2000, Patrick Marsh near about a half hour when it was sighted in 
Sun Prairie, Dane County—We were fol- the cornfield. Everyone congregated, 

lowing up on a tip from a Wisconsin and in a few minutes it was spotted ona 

Department of Natural Resources em- corn stubble. For the next hour or more 

ployee that a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher _ it offered fantastic views. The body was 

had been seen at the marsh the previ- Eastern Kingbird-like in size, with a 

ous day. As I walked up a slight hill — striking black, gray, and white pattern. 

away from the water’s edge, a bird The cap was black as well as the wings. 
flushed from a low shrub and flew over The distinct, unbelievably long, forked 

my head back to the water’s edge. As tail was also black. The throat and 

the bird flew, I noted the very long, breast were white. The back was a soft 

forked tail that fluttered in the breeze. gray. Because of the cold morning, it 

I also saw that the head was dark and _ fed infrequently as it moved around the 
the breast quite white (see Color Plate cornfield and weedy areas adjacent to 

4). The bird landed in a 10-foot shrub _ the lake.—DarylD. Tessen, Appleton, Wis- 

along the shoreline and perched for — consin 54911. 

several minutes about 75 feet from me. 

As the bird remained still, I confirmed 30 October 2000, Patrick Marsh near 

that the head and tail were black and Sun Prairie, Dane County—We searched 

the nape and upper back were gray. I for this bird on Saturday but did not
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find it, so returned to the scene first der. The white of the throat extended 

thing on Monday morning. There were _ to the sides of the face, below the black 
a lot of birders present. The bird co- cap and the rest of the way under- 

operated by perching low to the neath. The eye was dark, within the 

ground on several cornstalks and in black cap, and the legs and bill were 
several small trees. The first thing one also very dark. This bird did not often 

noticed was the long, dark tail feathers, _ sit up very high like Scissor-tails do, and 

which floated out behind the bird as it even disappeared down in the grass for 
flew. The bill, and the top of the head long periods of time.—Dennis Gustaf- 

to below the eye, was nearly black. The — son, New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151. 

back was also a very dark charcoal gray. 
The underparts were white, with white 

also along the sides of the neck. I had RUFOUS-CROWNED SPARROW 
several scope views and noted some (Aimophila ruficeps) 

brown in the wings. This was, perhaps, 

a juvenile or young bird; the tail, 

though extremely long, was probably 25-26 November 2000, Mukwonago, 
not as long as it would be on an adult Waukesha County—This bird appeared 
male Fork-tailed Flycatcher. No pink- at my feeding platform. It was an ay- 

ish color was observed in this bird’s erage-sized sparrow and was rather 
plumage. It resembled an Eastern plump. His tail was notably long. His 

Kingbird, though its body size, without overall color was a dull gray, overlaid 
the tail, looked smaller.—Marilyn with a rusty color on the head, back, 

Bontly, Cedarberg, Wisconsin 53012. wings, and possibly the tail. The legs 

were a dull pink. The dark beak was 

30 October 2000, Patrick Marsh near sharply pointed. The eye was black, 

Sun Prairie, Dane County—While walk- with an obvious white eye ring. The 
ing along the edge of an oak grove, head was rufous on top with a thin 

Paul Sunby and I spotted a bird flying black line, followed by a contrasting 
overhead in our direction. We could white line, followed by another thin 

clearly see a kingbird-sized bird with a _ black line just above the eye. From the 

very long tail that flopped in the air as _ eye to the nape was a rather undefined 

it flew. The white undersides, black streak changing from near black at the 

cap, and gray back were briefly seen, eye to a rufous color toward the nape. 

but were diagnostic. We gave each Below this streak was a gray cheek 

other high fives, then split up, one to patch. The bird had a grayish white 

follow the flycatcher, one to notify throat bordered by black lines that 

other birders in the area. The bird dis- originated at the base of the bill and 
appeared for about 45 minutes, then stretched diagonally to the sides. 

was found in the cornfield where ithad Above these black diagonal lines, but 

been found the day before. Closer, below the gray cheek area, was a con- 

longer looks were now possible. The _ trasting white streak. The rather well- 
black cap ended abruptly on the nape, defined reddish cap graduated into 

where the gray of the back began. scattered, random streaking over the 
Wings were very dark, leading to a nape, back, and wings. There were no 

long, black tail with a narrow white bor- white wing bars. There were no spots
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or streaking on the dull gray breast, seemed engrossed in eating and was 
belly, flanks, or vent. not quick to leave. I did not hear this 

This bird acted rather shy and hesi- bird vocalize, despite the microphone 

tant when approaching the feeding mounted outside. The bird flew in 
platform. He approached only after typical sparrow fashion to and from 
other sparrows and finches came to a brushy area about 75 feet away.— 
feed. Once he began feeding, he Maureen Gross, Mukwonago, Wisconsin 

53149. 
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WSO Records Committee Report: Fall 2000 

Tr WSO Records Committee re- #2000-077 Portage Co., 10-11 Novem- 
viewed 81 records of 22 species ber 2000, Berner; 10 No- 

from the fall of 2000; 76 of the reports vember 2000, Hall. 
were accepted. Included in this fall’s These winter-plumaged birds were 
list were Wisconsin’s first records noticeably smaller than Common 
of Broad-billed Hummingbird, Ash-  Loons, with shorter, more slender, but 
throated Flycatcher, and Rufous- straight bills. Instead of exhibiting a 
crowned Sparrow. In addition to the small knoblike prominence on the 
state’s third record of a Fork-tailed Fly- forehead as a Common Loon or Arctic 
catcher, unprecedented numbers of Loon does, the foreheads on these 
Pacific Loons and Sabine’s Gulls were _ birds were smooth in profile. The dark 
seen. Record late dates were estab- gray of the hindneck was cleanly de- 
lished for American Avocet and Dick- marcated from the white of the fore- 

cissel. neck in a straight line, in contrast to 
The state list increased to 416 spe- the irregular, sometimes diffuse, bor- 

cies with the three additions. der on the side of the neck of a Com- 
mon Loon. Whereas the back of a 

ACCEPTED Common Loon is lighter than the top 
: of the head, the back of the Pacific 

Pacific Loon— Loon was darker than the top of the 
#2000-072 Douglas Co., 23 September head/hindneck. The gray of the top of 

2000, Schultz, Tessen. the head extended down to the eye. 
#2000-073 Shawano Co., 23 October The eye of a Common Loon would 

2000, Tessen. have white appearing just above the 
#2000-074 Douglas Co., 24 October eye and just in front of the eye, making 

2000, J. Williams (3 birds). it much easier to see than is the eye on 
#2000-075 Ashland Co., 31 October a Pacific Loon, which is on a dark gray 

2000, D. Williams. background. With patience, many ob- 
#2000-076 Ozaukee Co., 2 November _ servers were able to see the birds well 

2000, Frank. enough to note a gray “chin strap.” 

81
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No white was observed above the water _ Ibis, would exhibit this lack of contrast- 

line along the flank as would appear on ing color. The eye color could not be 

an Arctic Loon. The Ashland County determined due to poor light direc- 

and Ozaukee County birds appeared to tion. Undoubtedly, these observations 

be particularly lighter gray on the head _ were of the White-faced Ibis identified 

than on the back. In addition, their _ by others at this site. 

backs had some whitish edgings to the 

feathers, suggesting immature birds. 

(For further field identification discus- Ross’s Goose— 

sion, see Birding, Vol. 29, No. 2.) #2000-078 Barron Co., 4 October 
This is the fourth consecutive late- 2000, Polk. 

fall record for Douglas County. The to- A small white goose with black wing 

tal number of sightings of Pacific tips was noted to have a particularly 
Loons in one season is unprecedented short, stubby, pink bill. The black 
in Wisconsin. “grin patch’’ of a Snow Goose was not 

evident. The bird was smaller than 

Whitefaced Ibis— nearby Snow Geese and had a rounder 

#2000-080 Dodge Co., 22 October head. 
2000, Gustafson, Belter, 

Schultz, Tessen; 28 October 
2000, Tessen. Barrow’s Goldeneye— 

The dark body and long, decurved #2000-079 Ozaukee Co., 12 November 

bill were indicative of an ibis. Some 2000, Wood, 18 November 

chestnut sheen was noted on the body, 1999, Domagalski; 25 No- 

as was a greenish sheen across the vember 1999, Frank; 30 No- 

shoulders, suggestive of an adult bird. . vember 1999, Bontly. 
The head and neck could be seen by This individual was located in a large 

some observers to have a slight streak- flock of Common Goldeneyes because 
ing of gray. The facial skin lacked any of the extensive black on the back. The 

light border, which, if present, would black extended lower down the flank 

be characteristic ofan adult Glossy Ibis. 0f the bird, particularly at the shoul- 

Most importantly, those observers for- der, than the black on the back of a 

tunate enough to have better lighting Common Goldeneye. This black en- 

angles could see a reddish iris color. Compassed some white spots on the 
side of the bird, in contrast to the white 

Plegadis ibis— sides encompassing some black spots 

#2000-080 Dodge Co., 22 October ona Common. 
2000, Wood; 22, 28 Octo- With closer scrutiny, the steeper rise 

ber 2000, Stutz. to the forehead, purplish rather than 

The long, decurved bill was evident, greenish tint of the dark head, and 

as was a lack of any light stripe setting crescent rather than round white facial 

off the facial skin from the rest of the patch were evident. 

feathered head. This lack of contrast- A Barrow’s Goldeneye has now spent 

ing stripe rules out an adult Glossy Ibis; the late fall and winter off Virmond 

however, an immature Glossy, as well Park in Ozaukee County for the sev- 

as an adult or immature White-faced enth consecutive year.
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Black-necked Stilt— have a rust-colored smudge on the un- 
#2000-081 Dodge Co., 2, 3 September — dertail coverts, as well as a faint orange 

2000, Tessen (2 birds). tinge to the throat. 8 
These long-legged shorebirds were 

suggestive of avocets, with a straighter Mew Gull— 
black bill and an overall more delicate #2000-087 Milwaukee Co. 11 No- 
constitution. They were black on the vember 2000 ‘Idzikowski 
crown, hindneck, wings, and mantle, (photo). , 

but white on the foreneck, breast, and In this instance, the bird was located 
‘a post striking were the long, pink- in a flock of Ring-billed Gulls because 
Te h al ‘oh of its slightly darker gray mantle. The 

sis the second late-summer sight’ Gverall size was the same to slightl ing of stilts at Horicon National Wild- smaller than the other gulls. The aL 

life Refuge; last year’s appearance was head had some dark streaking on it. 
made after successful breeding nearby. The yellow bill was smaller than that of 

AiiebieancA a Ring-billed Gull, without the gony- 
42000. 089 Milenuk é 10 N deal angle or black ring. A dark eye 

7 1 on “9606, te - . and yellowish green legs completed 
vember zikowski we 

3 the description. 
(photo); 11 November 

2000, Domagalski; 12 No- . . 
vember 2000, Wood; 17 No- California Gull— . 
vember 2000, Horn. #2000-088 slibwaukee Co., 5 Novem- 

This large gray-white shorebird had ber 2000, Lubahn. . 
a long, thin, upturned black bill. The In comparison to the associated overall color was broken by a large flock of Ring-billed Gulls, this bird was 

black wing area, sliced front-to-back by _ Slightly larger, longer-winged, and had a wide white stripe. a slightly darker gray mantle. The pri- 
The 17 November date ties a record ™aries and secondaries were blackish 

late date for Wisconsin for the species, 204 the coverts were washed in Bray 
and brown, indicating a second-winter 

Red Phalarope— bird. The tail and rump were starkly 
#2000-084 Douglas Co., 14 October white and cleanly demarcated from the 

2000 Juhnke. blackish terminal tail band. The bill 

This small shorebird exhibited a WS longer, lacked a gonydeal angle, 
white breast and neck. Contrasting 24 was yellowish green-gray with a 
with this was an unmarked, light gray “rk tip. The legs were similarly yellow- 
back. The crown was white centrally, ish green-gray. The white head, neck, 
but dark gray laterally and caudally. ane soon of the breast were mottled 
This dark gray extended down the W!t brown. , 
back of the neck. There was a black eye This S Wisconsin’s fifth record of a 
patch, along with a short, black bill, California Gull. 
The bill was stouter than that of a Red- 

necked or Wilson’s Phalarope. In Lesser Black-backed Gull— P 
flight, the observer saw a white wing #2000-085 Dane Co., 8 October 2000, 
stripe. This individual was also noted to Walton.
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#2000-086 Milwaukee Co., 26 Novem- _ in the front of the wing, separating the 

ber 2000, Wood. gray lesser coverts and the black pri- 

The Milwaukee bird had the ex-  maries. Of note is that at least 19 birds 

pected very dark gray mantle contrast- were reported on the 21st, only to be 

ing with the black primary tips. The outdone by 29 individuals seen on the 

white head and underparts were 23rd. Such numbers are totally unprec- 

heavily streaked with brown, particu- edented in the state! 

larly heavy periocularly. The bill was 

similar in size and shape to a Herring Arctic Tern— 

Gull, and was grayish proximally and #2000-091 Douglas Co., 21, 23 Sep- 

yellowish distally. The distal bill hada tember 2000, Schultz. 

black spot at the gonys with a very small This individual was detected in a 

red spot. The legs were still pinkish, in- flock of Common Terns because it ap- 

stead of the yellowish they usually be- peared darker, particularly through 

come in third-winter plumage. the underparts. This gray extended 

The Dane County bird also had a_ through the throat, breast, and belly. 

very dark gray mantle, and similar mot- The cap remained extensively black, 

tling on the head, underparts, and not beginning to molt as the Common 

periocular region. The yellow bill had Terns were. The head and neck ap- 

an orange smudge and black mark on peared short, while tail extension be- 

the distal lower mandible. On this in- yond the wings appeared to be longer 

dividual, the legs were pale yellow. This than the Common Terns. The bill ap- 

bird is also believed to have been en- peared to be relatively short, but color 

tering third-winter plumage. was not discernible. The wings ap- 

peared narrower than those of the 

Sabine’s Gull— Common Terns, exhibiting a narrower 

#2000-089 Douglas Co., 21 (19 birds), trailing black edge to the underside of 

22, 23 (29 birds) Septem- the primary tips than did the Com- 

ber 2000, Schultz, Tessen. mons. 

#2000-090 Milwaukee Co., 5 Novem- 

ber 2000, Lubahn. Boreal Owl— 

The Milwaukee County bird was #2000-092 Douglas Co., 26 October 

seen with a flock of Bonaparte’s Gulls. 2000, L. Erickson. 

The brownish back and lesser coverts This bird was presented to a rehabi- 

contrasted strikingly with the dark pri- _ litator. The owl was slightly larger than 

maries and the broad white triangle a Northern Saw-whet Owl, lacking the 

that fanned backward from the carpal — ear tufts of an Eastern Screech-Owl, 

bend of the wing. A black trailing edge having white spots instead of streaks on 

to the white tail was also apparent. the forehead, and having a black rim 

The majority of the Douglas County around the facial disks. 

birds were also immatures, though 

three individuals with the gray mantle Selasphorus hummingbird— 

of adults were also evident on the 21st —#2000-093 Milwaukee Co., 17 Novem- 

and the 23rd. They also had the black ber 2000, Diehl (photo). 

primaries and starkly contrasting white #2000-094 Ozaukee Co., 14, 22 Octo- 

triangle extending back from the bend ber 2000, Tessen; 19 Octo-
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ber 2000, Bontly; 22 Octo- 2000, Tessen; 28 October 

ber 2000, Wood; 28 Octo- 2000, Hansen. 

ber 2000, Stutz. Overall, the size was comparable to 

#2000-104 Washington Co., 8 No- a Ruby-throated Hummingbird. This 
vember 2000, Idzikowski hummingbird had a rusty wash on the 

(photo only). sides, rufous on the tail, and rufous in- 

The Milwaukee County humming-  terspersed among the green back and 

bird was similar in size to a Ruby- head feathers. The gorget was incom- 

throated. It differed in having a slightly _ pletely mottled with red, including the 
drooped bill, a few central and lateral lateral aspects, which suggested it was 

bronze gorget spots, a buffy upper an immature male. The tail tip was 
breast band, rufous flanks, and metal- black. 

lic green feathering on the back and 

crown. _ ee at the ca ae = Broad-billed Hummingbird— 

apparent Tack of eitiargmation Gf HE yooeooos Dodge Co, 20 ‘October 
second rectrices, suggesting that this 2000, Freriks (photo); 21 
could be an Allen’s Hummingbird. 3 : piers 

. . ctober, Wood; 22 Octo- 
Wing chord, exposed culmen, and tail ber, Mal - 

. : er, Malueg (photo), Gus: 
length measurements are inconclusive f Balter, Bontly, Bar: 

in separating this bird as Rufous or Al- talson, : vO Be yo 
belie dices tholmai (photo); 22, 28 Oc- 

len s. This individual appears to be an tober, Stutz; 26 October, 

immature male, and it spent the winter Strelka. 

in the care of a rehabilitator. As of this Leisurel b d d hoto- 
. . . . . eisurely observe an photo 

writing, further ies eae On Ms! BP graphed at a feeder, this hummingbird 
pearance after molting the following |, » wide; reddish bill that became 
spring has not become available. black toward the tip. The crown, fore- 

The Ozaukee and Washington head, back, and breast were green. The 

County individuals had .a.green: back wings and slightly forked tail were dark 

and crown, pale Tufous flanks, and gray or black. A small white line was ap- 
darker rufous on the tail. They had a parent behind the eye. White was also 

few flecks of darker color on the cen- apparent in the undertail coverts. The 

tral part of an otherwise white throat, gorgetand upper breast were blue. This 
which suggests that they were females. ig Wisconsin's first state record. 

Female Allen’s and Rufous Humming- 

birds are generally considered indistin- 
guishable, even in the hand. Three-toed Woodpecker— 

More information on the difficulty #2000-097 Douglas Co., 5 August 

of separating Rufous and Allen’s Hum- 2000, Zielinski. 

mingbirds can be found in Birding, Vol. #2000-103 Douglas Co., 11 November 
29, No.1, February 1997. 2000, Hewitt. 

A small Downy-sized woodpecker 

was noted to have a black head, wings, 

Rufous Hummingbird— and tail. A white stripe was noted ex- 

#2000-095 Winnebago Co., 26 Octo- tending behind the eye; another was 

ber 2000, David Kuer- noted extending from the bill to the 
cherer; 26, 28 October shoulder. Black-and-white barring was
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noted on the back, flanks, and edge of catcher; and the more extensive rufous 

the folded primaries. on the tail, with the brownish tipping 

The November bird was similarly to the underside, separates this species 

marked, but, in addition, exhibited a from La Sagra’s Flycatcher. Observers 

yellow area on the crown. reported a call note distinctly different 

from that of a Great Crested Fly- 
Ash-throated Flycatcher— catcher; more of a “‘bik’’ sound. 

#2000-098 Kewaunee Co., 30, 31 Oc- This is Wisconsin’s first record of an 

tober 2000, Regan; 31 Oc-  Ash-throated Flycatcher. 

tober 2000, Hansen, Pau- 

lios, Harriman, Tessen, Fork-tailed Flycatcher— 

Bartholmai (photo); 1 No- _49990-099 Dane Co., 28 October 2000, 
vember 2000; Belter; dar Burcar, 29 October 2000, J. 
Kons o. es 4 Peterson, Stutz, Bartholmai 
ovember , Bontly; . 

November 2000, Scale, ae Samana tea 
This Myiarchus flycatcher was similar Gustafson, Belter.. , 

in overall pattern to the Great Crested This kingbird-sized flycatcher had a 

— but — in se atbiie black crown that extended down to en- 
areas. Its overall size was slightly 

smaller than anticipated for a Great or ae tht olit tan 

Crested. The throat and upper breast belly, and throat. The white of the 

were whitish to pale gray, not the dark throat reached up and behind the ear 

gray of a Great Crested. The lower area, The most striking feature of the 
breast was a paler yellow. In addition, ping was, of course, the two long, black 
the transition between the gray and yel- Guter tail feathers. 

es areas “af in 4 iat cen This is Wisconsin’s third record. 
arder to delineate. e bill was 

slightly less bulky than a Great Crested 
and most observers described it as Rufous-crowned Sparrow— . 
overall black in color. A few reports of #2000-100 Waukesha Co., 25, 26 No- 

a very limited pale area at the base of vember 2000, Gross (photo). 

the lower mandible were also made, , A small, stocky sparrow, overall gray- 
but all of these observations suggested ish in color, was seen around a feeder. 
that this area was significantly less pro- The crown was rufous, as was the trail- 
nounced than ona Great Crested. The 18 end of an eye stripe and some 

rufous underside of the tail apparently streaking on the back. Also noted were 
had a thin brown line across the tip of # white eye ring, a white lore spot, and 
the tail feathers, not consistently evi- # white malar stripe. Below the malar 
dent to all observers. The rufous in the stripe was a black lateral throat stripe. 

tail and on the primaries distinguishes This 18 Yet another first record for 
this species from the Dusky-capped Fly- Wisconsin. 

catcher; the smaller bill and lighter yel- 

low lower breast distinguish it from a Dickcissel— 
Brown-crested; the lighter yellow #2000-101 Milwaukee Co., 18 October 

breast contrasts it with a Nutting’s Fly- 2000, Huf.
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Two  sparrow-sized birds were the upper breast had a limited amount 

flushed from a weedy patch. Noted _ of streaking. 
were a yellow upper breast, faint black Mention was not made as to whether 

bib, light eyebrow, and an absence of the bill was a bit shorter, a_ bit 

wing bars. straighter, and a bit darker than the ad- 

This is a record late date for Wis- jacent Pectorals. In addition, it was not 

consin. determined if the crown was flatter 

than those of the Pectorals. A third 

Smith’s Longspur— mark not ascertained was the presence 

#2000-103 Iron Co., 4 October 2000, of the eye ring to be expected in a 
Hewitt. Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. The supercil- 

Seen in the company of two Lapland ium was not specifically described to 
Longspurs, this bird contrasted with widen or narrow in its caudal half (wid- 

them in having a clear buffy yellow ening would occur in a Sharp-tailed). 

breast and abdomen. In addition, While the brighter rufous color stood 

there were fewer black markings on out from the other Pectorals, juvenile 

the head and back. Faint brownish Pectorals will appear brighter than the 

streaking was noted on the flanks. It Wr plumage of adults. Some juvenile 
lacked the rusty patch on the side of Pectorals may have less prominent 
the neck present on the Lapland Long- streaking centrally on their buffy 
spurs, and the top of the head was breasts, although the apparent, degree 

paler in color, with fine streaking. The of absence in ‘this bird is intriguingly 
notched tail had white outer feathers. like a Sharp-tail. These tworspeciesiaré 

When it briefly flew, the white on the similar enough that it may take pho- 
shoulderareaswas.eeen: tographic evidence to allow final iden- 

tification. 

Nor ACCEPTED Arctic Tern— 

#2000-091 Douglas Co., 21, 23 Sep- 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper— tember 2000. 
#2000-083 Brown Co., 24 October In a flock of Common Terns, a 

2000. “darker”’ tern was noted. It was grayer 

Initially seen feeding with 28 Pectoral on the breast ‘‘up towards the head” 
Sandpipers, this individual was felt to than the Commons were. This was not 

stand out from the others because of its thought to be attributable to lighting 
brighter rufous color, particularly on as can often occur when looking at 
the back and crown. The supercilium Common Terns. Although the under- 
was noticeably white, particularly as it sides of the primaries were edged in 

coursed caudal to the eye. The breast _ black, the degree of black or any com- 

was buff-colored, but the position ofthe parison to the Commons wasn’t pre- 
bird did not allow determination ofany _ sented in the description. The bill was 

streaking on the central breast. The legs felt to be smaller than the Commons, 
were noted to be yellow. After the bird — but the view was distant. In document- 

flew and repositioned itself, the breast ing a difficult species such as this, di- 

was seen to be buffy centrally, fading rect comparison of the black primary 
into the white lower breast. The sides of edgings would be essential, as would
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the overall flight patterns, relative wing comparisons are needed to adequately 

length and shape, and relative head document a species in words. 

and neck length. Mew Gull— 

. #2000-087 Milwaukee Co., 11, 14 No- 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher— MeO ses a 
#2000-098 Dane Co., 31 October 2000, While very likely correctly identified, 

Undoubtedly, the observer saw the there was no description beyond indi- 

remarkable flycatcher, but the descrip- cation that the mantle, eye, bill, legs, 
. nen: ta 5 and primaries were used to identify the 
tion was limited to ‘tan Eastern King- bird 

bird with long tail feathers.” While this 1" 
could be a generalization to start a de- Jim Frank 

scription, more exact wording and WSO Records Committee Chair 

50 Years Ago in The Passenger Pigeon—Summer 

The WSO has always been interested in documenting range changes of 
Wisconsin’s birds. Having just recorded Red-bellied Woodpeckers on two 
breeding bird surveys in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, I found the paper 
by Arnold Peterson on the range of this woodpecker in Wisconsin in 1950 
quite interesting. 

“Today (1950),” writes Peterson, “the Red-bellied Woodpecker is found 

as a permanent resident locally southwest of a line from Milwaukee County 

to Polk County on the St. Croix River. The northward extent of the breed- 
ing range coincides closely with the ‘tension zone’ between the northern 

and southern hardwood forests. The northernmost extent of the Red-bellied 

Woodpecker, like that of the southern hardwoods, is commonly in low river- 

bottom forests. In the eastern part of the state the species is rarely encoun- 

tered even as a straggler north of the southern hardwood forests.” 
Peterson noted that, “Since records indicate that the species has not 

extended its range in the eastern half of the state in the past seventy years, 
this would suggest that little further extension of range can be expected 

anywhere in the state.” As we know today, the range of the Red-bellied has 
changed significantly in the last half-century. 

Peterson noted that nests in Wisconsin were found from 12 to 30 feet 
high in oak, red birch (Betula nigra), butternut, soft maple, American elm, 

and apple. (Excerpts from Vol. 13, No. 2, 1951)
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The Winter Season: 2000-2001 

by Kenneth I. Lange 

Sone years ago in this journal, while cold and snow, an unusual combina- 
summarizing a mild winter, I said] _ tion. 

thought that the next winter might also The period began with relatively lit- 
be mild—it turned out to be bitterly Ue, if any, snow cover, and seasonal 
cold. In last winter’s report, I referred temperatures. This quickly changed, 
to those cold, snowy winters of the not- with scattered snowfalls, including a 

too-distant past as being almost ar- Danae snow storm s Folauches on 
chaic. I’m afraid that I’m “‘a little slow ec re , 7 
to learn,” as a friend once tactfully de- temperatures throughout the month. 
scribed a mutual acquaintance. I really Devil’s Lake in Sauk County was 1¢¢- 
should stick to summing up the past, pa December ie me earliest 

not predicting the future, although date in four Yeats. Dane Lounty,ias r : related by Philip Ashman, all water m comforted by certain comments by . . . a ‘ . bodies were also frozen by December meteorologists that I’ve been saving for , i ‘ s 13th, so that very few waterfowl lin- just such an occasion. One comment 
. : . . gered. By the end of December, most has to do with uncertainty—if you . 5 . don't k hat’ . hz of Wisconsin was covered with a snow 
eon t . now W ek going eee blanket of at least a foot-and-a-half in 
Predict more of the same. e-other depth. This early snow cover, by allow- 
omen concerns -overconfidence: ing cold air to maintain its intensity far- 
As SOR as yOu. develop an ego about ther south, created conditions suitable 

forecasting, Mother Nature does some- for winter storms and a more normal 
thing to put you in your place. winter weather pattern. 

This May.not have been one of those After a full month of below-freezing 
old-fashioned cold and snowy winters, temperatures, the state experienced 
but December, at least, made us think thawing or near-thawing temperatures, 
so. It was, in fact, the nation’s coldest at least in southern Wisconsin, in the 
November-December period on rec- first and second weeks of January; the 
ord. Much of Wisconsin in December snow pack was thus reduced measur- 
experienced record or near record ably. The remainder of the month saw 

89
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generally normal or near normal tem- Brown Thrasher, and Cedar Waxwing 

peratures, with scattered snowfalls and (see the species accounts for details). 

rainstorms. Here is a summary of the more note- 

February temperatures were vari- worthy bird records. An Eared Grebe 

able; Karen Etter Hale in Jefferson lingered in Winnebago County 

County reported a total of 14 days, half through 20 December, as reported by 

the month, over 30 degrees; Murray John Shillinglaw, for the state’s second 

Berner in Portage County reported latest date on record. A Great Egret was 

temperatures to be about average; and noted through 4 December in Mar- 

Alta Goff in Barron County reported quette County by Daryl Christensen, 

the temperature to be eight degrees for Wisconsin’s second winter record. 

colder than normal. This month, like At least one Turkey Vulture overwin- 

January, was relatively dry, although a tered in Sauk County, roosting in the 

snow cover persisted into March. The Same white pine plantation in Devil’s 

heaviest snow cover was in northern Lake State Park where approximately 

Wisconsin, where 2.5 feet of snow was 25 roosted in the winter of 1994-95 

on the ground in Douglas County in (Passenger Pigeon 57(3):188, 192). Can- 

the third week of February, as reported ada Goose 3 usually 2 Common to 
by Larry Semo, an d an above-average abundant winter resident in Washing- 

snow depth of 3.5 feet was reported in ton County, but this ‘winter, as reported 

Barron County at the end of February, oe deni tae a oF OS 

as noted by Goff. . . _o 

It was “i an icy winter. Over much cember, with spring mugrants not 
3 noted until 1 March. Gulls, according 

of the state the snow pack was heavily ‘ 
* ‘i to Daryl Tessen, were in generally low 

crusted from icy rain as well as from numbers “except curiously on the Fox 

freezing and thawing; in Sauk County River.” Atl f th E . 
iver.” At least one of the two Eurasian 

and elsewhere, one could walk on the Collared-Doves initially reported at 
snow pack without breaking through White Potato Lake in Oconto County 

for much of the period. The comments 5, May 2000 was still there on 1 Feb- 

of Char Lukes in Door County are pel- ryary 2001, as reported by Peter 

tinent: “This has been the iciest winter Bridge; this species was introduced 

in recent memory! From December 16 from Europe and is rapidly colonizing 
through February 25 we have had five North America. Major flights of the 

rainstorms, two of which were of .70  yorthern forest owls were reported for 

inches or more.” fall 2000 (North American Birds 
As I mentioned last winter, inasense —55(1):17), but the only species in rela- 

all bird records are weather-related, tively high numbers for this winter in 

but certain ones stand out. For this win- Wisconsin was Northern Saw-whet Owl. 

ter, I especially call your attention to the Brown Creeper ranged northward to 

following birds: Common Goldeneye, Douglas, Vilas, and Oconto Counties, 

Common Merganser, Bald Eagle, and Golden-crowned Kinglet was 

Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, found on 6 February in Vilas County by 

Common Snipe, Ring-billed Gull, Jim Baughman. Varied Thrush was re- 

Herring Gull, Horned Lark, Winter ported from seven counties and Town- 

Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Gray Catbird, send’s Solitaire from three counties.
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Snow Bunting and Lapland Longspur duets on 3 January and a Common Ra- 
were generally common in December ven was carrying nest material on 12 
and into January, but in diminished February. 
numbers by February. Two Chipping A total of 82 people contributed re- 
Sparrows frequented a feeding station ports or photos covering 55 of Wiscon- 
in Dane County for the period (docu-  sin’s'72 counties. The counties with the 
mented by Sylvia Marek), only the sixth most complete coverage (five or more 
and seventh records for this species af- contributors per county) were Colum- 
ter 8 February. Another sparrow, the bia, Dane, Douglas, Manitowoc, Mil- 
Black-throated Sparrow, spent much of waukee, Oconto, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, 
the winter at another feeder in Dane Vilas, and Winnebago. A total of 10 
County (documented by Tom counties was covered by just two con- 
Schultz), for Wisconsin’s fifth winter  tributors per county: pared, Brown, 
record. Pine Siskin (also American Dunn, Green, Juneau, Kenosha, Me- 
Goldfinch) was in good numbers in nominee, Outagamie, Sauk, and Wau- 
northern Wisconsin, but otherwise the shara. A fare . od teats nd awe 
winter finches were scarce or absent. ered by only one contributor per 

Late fall migration was reported for county: Bayfield, Burnett, Calumet, 

these species: Tundra Swan, Canada Ghinpewa, Crawford, Eau Claire, Flor. 
Goose, various ducks, Ring-billed Gull, ence, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Jeffer- 

and Herring Gull. son, La Crosse, Lafayette, Lincoln, Spring migration was noted for these Marathon Marinette, Marquette 
species: Horned Grebe, Double- . . “ 5 is 
crested Cormorant, Turkey Vulture, Repl Wahoos eae ae Wak 

Greater White-fronted Goose, Snow Wood. These 17 counties were not cov- Goose, Ross’s Goose, Canada Goose, : 
American Black Duck, Mallard, Blue- °T€4: Polk, Buffalo, Trempealeau, Ver- winged Teal, Northern Pintail, Red- non, and Grant along the state’s west- 

head, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser ern boundary; Ashland, Iron, Sawyer, Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Hooded Rusk, Price, Taylor, and Clark in the 
Merganser(?), Common Merganser, northern half of the state; and Mon- 

Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp- toe, Adams, Richland, Towa, and Ra- 
shinned Hawk(?), Cooper’s Hawk(?), cine in the southern half of the state. 
American Kestrel, American Coot, The following statewide species are 
Sandhill Grane, Northern Saw-whet ™"0t included in the species accounts: 
Owl(?), Red-winged Blackbird, Rusty Ruffed Grouse, Great Horned Owl, 

Blackbird, and Brown-headed Cow- Barred Owl, Downy Woodpecker, 
bird. In contrast, approximately twice Hairy Woodpecker, Pileated Wood- 
as many species were reported as pecker, American Crow, and Black- 
spring migrants last year. capped Chickadee. 

There were also these signs of These abbreviations are included 
spring. In Sauk County, a Northen Car- with the species accounts: BOP—be- 
dinal was singing on 31 December and _ ginning of period, EOP—end of pe- 
a House Finch on 9 January. In Door _ riod, TTP—throughout the period, 
County, as reported by the Lukeses, a CBC—Christmas Bird Count(s), and 
pair of Great Horned Owls was singing m. obs.—many observers.
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A final note—a reminder, really. Great Egret.—One through 4 December in 

i Marquette County in an area of open water and 

Please, if you have records of rare current by the confluence of the Grand River 

birds, continue to send the documen- and a drainage ditch (documented by Christen- 

tation forms to the Associate Editor. It sen). This is Wisconsin's second winter record; 

cog we . the first was in the winter of 1980-81. This spe- 

is fine to report such rarities via the In- Ges apparently is less cold tolerant than the 

ternet and email, but written reports Great Blue Heron. 

should still be sent directly to Jan Han- 
sen, Associate Editor. Black-crowned Night-Heron.—One on a 

Dane County CBC 1 January (Wilde) (see page 
142 in Wisconsin Birdlife, 1991, by Sam Robbins, 

REPORTS Jr., for other winter records for this species). 

(1 DECEMBER 2000— 
28 FEBRUARY 2001) Turkey Vulture.—At least one TTP in Sauk 

County, roosting in a white pine plantation in 
Devil’s Lake State Park (Lange); 2 on 31 Januai 

( a aietneien oo ee ‘i records and 26 February in Kenecha an (Hof 
single birds) for these counties: Manitowoc ae ary in Dz 

the Snd (Tessen); Sheboygan on the 9th (Bras- aon and oneom 18 February.in Dane County 
. locumented by Chern and Hinebaugh). 

sers); and Kenosha on the 3rd (David). 

. Greater White-fronted Goose.—On 17- 

Common Loon.—On 3 December, 3 In 18 February, one in on County (documented 
Dane County (Ashman, Stutz); 2 December, 2 in by Bahls and by Domagalski). 

Manitowoc County (Tessen); 16 December, one 

in Milwaukee County (Hales Corners CBC); and 

6 February, one in Kenosha County (Hoffmann). Snow Goose.—TTP(?) in Ozaukee County 
(m. obs.). Also these records: Brown (?) County, 

. * 17 December (New Franken CBC); Walworth 

Pied-billed Grebe-—Latest date 31 Decem- County, 16 February (Parsons); and Kenosha 
ber, Walworth County (Parsons). County, 10 February, | (David). 

Horned Grebe.-—On 16 December, one on Ross’s Goose.—One on 21 February in 

the Milwaukee CBC. Also these records: 21 Jan- — Qyaukee County (Frank, Uttech). 

uary, one in Ozaukee County (Domagalski); and > 
7 February, one in Winnebago County (Tessen). 

, Canada Goose.—TTP in relatively few 
counties away from Lake Michigan; for example, 

. Red-necked Grebe.—On 8 December, one Dane; Dodge, Winnebago, and possibly Portage 

2 Dane County (Ashman). On 16 December, BOP and EOP in a number of counties; for ex- 
one in Lake Michigan just north of Bradford ample, Walworth, Outagamie, Eau Claire, Chip- 

Beach, Milwaukee County (documented by pewa, Dunn, St. Croix, and Barron. Migrants 

Wood). noted in Green Lake County mid-February 

(m. obs.). 

Eared Grebe.—One through 20 Decem- 
ber in Winnebago County (Shillinglaw) for the Mute Swan.—Reports for these counties: 

second-latest date on record. Douglas, maximum 7 on 16 February at Gordon; 
St. Croix, through 6 February, 1; Marathon, TTP, 

Double-crested Cormorant.—Found in 1; Shawano, TTP, maximum 4 on 18 January; 

Brown County, BOP and EOP (Tessen); in Win- Door, TTP, maximum 9 on 4 December; Dane, 

nebago County, BOP and EOP, 2 (Tessen); and — TTP, maximum 7 on 11 January; Washington, 

in Washington County, BOP-10 December through 10 December and again on 18 February; 

(Domagalski). Milwaukee, maximum 5; Walworth, TTP?, maxi- 

mum 7 on 10 December; and Kenosha, up to 8 

Great Blue Heron.—Atter the CBCs, these TTP (™- obs.). 
records: one in Kenosha County 15-31 January 
(Hoffmann), an emaciated bird with frostbitten Trumpeter Swan.—Persico reported that 

feet in Milwaukee County on 26 December _ the flock on the St. Croix River in Hudson, St. 

(Diehl), and one in Manitowoc County TTP — Croix County, has been increasing every year for 

(Sontag). the last 4-6 years; the maximum number this
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winter was 54 on 13 January. He wrote: “Many Canvasback.—Reported from Ozaukee 
are banded and come from Polk and Burnett County, TTP, maximum 2 (m. obs), and from Counties . . . Crex Meadows is the primary rear- Kenosha County, through 31 January, maximum ing area. The flock consists of family groups with — 18 (Hoffmann). 
gray/white juveniles and pure white adults, and. 
single swans and pairs without young.”’ After De- Redhead.—Noted in Ozaukee County, TTP; cember, this species was also reported for Port- in Milwaukee County, through | January, with 23 age County, TTP? (“only marginally wild, notes on 10 February; and in Kenosha County, through Berner), and in Shawano County, 16-25 Febru- 22 January, maximum 4 (m. obs.). 
ary, 3 (Peterson). * 

Ring-necked Duck.—One to two birds Tundra Swan.—BoP in Oconto and Door noted te in these counties: St. Croix, Eau Counties, and 3 in St. Croix County through 8 Claire, Oconto, Dane(2), and Ozaukee. One in January (Persico). For Dane County, excluding Winnebago County 10 January-9 February. 
the CBCs, 31-40 on 10 December (Ashman, Other records after the CBCs, also 1-2 birds, Evanson), and one on 6 January (Hilsenhoff). from February, mostly the last week of the 

month: Shawano, Milwaukee, and Walworth Wood Duck.—Portage County, a female Counties (m. obs.). 
TTP (Berner); Ozaukee County, 1 TTP (m. 
obs.); and Kenosha County, 2, TTP? (Hoff Greater Scaup.—TTP in Lake Michigan, 
mann). from Kenosha County north to Door County; 

also in Portage County, one bird through 15 De- Gadwall.—tTP in these counties: Chip- _ cember (m. obs.). 
pewa, a few; Shawano, maximum 22 on 19 Jan- 
uary; Winnebago(?); Manitowoc, maximum 2; Lesser Scaup.—TTP, 1-2 birds, in Dane 
Ozaukee, 1; and Dane, maximum after Decem- and Ozaukee Counties. Also one in Milwaukee ber, 28 on 18 January (m. obs.). County 6 January, and one in Walworth County 

through 11 January (m. obs.). 
American Wigeon.—single birds in these 

counties: Dane, 4 February; Winnebago, TTP; Harlequin Duck.—a female in Milwaukee 
and Milwaukee, | January (m. obs.). County 6 January (Tessen), and a male in She- 

boygan County 10 February (Brassers, Williams). American Black Duck.—Reports from 18 
counties scattered throughout the state (m. Surf Scoter.—11P in Ozaukee County (m. obs.); but not in the northernmost two to three obs.) ‘and 1 January in Milwaukee County 
tiers of counties or the southwestern quarter of (Bontly); this is the sixth consecutive winter that the state. this species has been reported in Lake Michigan 

after December. 
Mallard.—1T?P in the counties bordering 

Lake Michigan, in southeastern and south- White-winged Scoter.—On 16 December, central Wisconsin, and in St. Croix, Marathon, 2 on the Milwaukee CBG, the latest record. 
Portage, Shawano, Door, Green Lake, and Win- 

nebago Counties (m. obs.). Black Scoter.—The Brassers found this spe- Blue-winged Teal-—Parsons reported 9 cies in Sheboygan County 2-9 December. 
from 16-18 February in Walworth County. Long-tailed Duck.—Noted in Lake Michi- 

an from Kenosha County north to Door Northern Shoveler—TTP in Dane County County, bat irregularly; only through 22 January (m. obs.), maximum 380 on 3 January (Hilsen- in Kenosha Counvy and 1 January in Milwaukee hoff). County, for example. Also reported in low num- 
bers; the high count was 30+ on 1 January in 

Northern Pintail—rFound in Ozaukee Kewaunee County (Tessen). 
County, 10-21 February, 3 (Frank, Williams); 
and in Milwaukee County, 10 February, 1 (Wil- Bufflehead.—11P in Lake Michigan from 
liams). Kenosha County north to Door County. Also 

these records: Walworth County, TTP(?); Dane Green-winged Teal.—Found on 23 Feb- County, 4 February; and St. Croix County, 13 
ruary in Winnebago County (m. obs.). February, 1 (m. obs.).
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Common Goldeneye.—TTP in these local- in Outagamie, Winnebago, and Ozaukee Coun- 

ities: St. Croix County, maximum 65 on 3 Janu- ties. TTP(?) in Manitowoc and Kenosha Coun- 

ary; the Wisconsin River from at least Dane and ties. Migrants or likely migrants in February, 

Sauk Counties north to Portage County; Winne- mainly from the 19th to EOP, in Walworth, 

bago County; and Lake Michigan from Kenosha Dane, Winnebago, and Outagamie Counties (m. 

County north to Door County. BOP and EOP in — obs.). 

these counties: Douglas, Dunn, Chippewa, and 

Eau Claire; Waupaca and Outagamie; and Sharp-shinned Hawk.—After the CBCs, 

(TTP?) Walworth County (m. obs.). reports for 11 counties, from St. Croix, Mara- 

thon, Shawano, and Door Counties in the north 

Barrow’s Goldeneye.—Found in Lake _ to Dane, Walworth, and Kenosha Counties in the 

Michigan by Ozaukee County’s Virmond Park for south (m. obs.); these reports may include mi- 

the seventh consecutive winter; the extreme — grants. 

dates are 2 December (Tessen) and 13 January 

(Frank, Peterson). Also these reports: Kenosha Cooper’s Hawk.—After the CBCs, reports 

County;ia pair through 22 January (Hoffmann), — fy 19 counties, north to Dunn, Chippewa, Mar- 

and Douglas County, 10 February-EOP, a male athon, Oconto, and Door Counties (m. obs.); 

and almost certainly at least one female, these reports may include migrants. 

probably eating zebra mussels” (Johnson). 

Hooded Merganser.—TTP in these coun- an ate oe ve ee 

ties: Eau Claire, Winnebago, Dane(?), Wal- ar ke si ° “ uy . tes: Vous: as, WB ce pe 
2 ‘ Ri aire, Jackson, Marathon, Portage, Oconto, 

worth(?), and Kenosha. A maximum of 9 in Ke- Brown, and Door (m. obs.) 

nosha County and “‘several’’ in Dane County, > oa 

otherwise single birds. Also these reports: 31 Jan- 

uary in Wood County, one found through 10 Red-shouldered Hawk.—TTP in Chip- 
February in Portage County, and one on 6 Jan- — Pewa County; 4 February in Columbia County; 

uary in Milwaukee County (m. obs.). and 4-13 January in Dane County (m. obs.). 

Common Merganser.—T1P in these local- Red-tailed Hawk.—Northward to these 

ities: St. Croix County, maximum 47 on 14 Jan- counties: Douglas, 2 on 28 December and ap- 

uary; Chippewa and Eau Claire Counties; Port- proximately the last month of the period; Mara- 

age County, maximum 6; the Wisconsin River, at thon, TTP; and Door, TTP (m. obs.). 

least in Sauk and Dane Counties; Winnebago 

County, maximum 140 on 10 February; and Lake Rough-legged Hawk.—Berner reported 

Michigan between Milwaukee and Door Coun- up to 17 TTP in Portage County’s Buena Vista 

ties. These counties with February records: Mar- grasslands. Also TTP in Barron and Door Coun- 

inette, 12 on the 11th; Shawano, the 22nd; Wau- ties, with records for southern Wisconsin 

io a Outagamie, EOP; and Dodge, the 18th through approximately mid-February (m. obs.). 

m., obs.). 

Golden Eagle.—Exclusive of the CBCs, 

Red-breasted Merganser.—TTP in Lake these reports: jekcon County, 2 on 10 January 
Michigan from Kenosha County north to Door — (Belter), and one on 24 January (Peterson); Ju- 

County (m. obs.). neau County, one on 24 January (Peterson), and 

2 on 31 January (Tessen); and Oconto County, 

Ruddy Duck.—These reports for Lake one on 28 January (Smiths). 

Michigan: Kewaunee County, one on 1 January; 

Ozaukee County, TTP; and Kenosha County, American Kestrel.—Northward to these 

through 6 February, maximum 3. Also in Dane — counties: Barron, BOP and EOP; Marathon, 6 

County: 20 on 8 December, also noted 8 Febru- February; and Oconto, 4 February. Also BOP and 

ary (m. obs.). EOP in Winnebago and Outagamie Counties (m. 

obs.). Some of these records doubtless include 

Bald Eagle.—TTP in a few northern coun- migrants. 

ties (for example Barron, Vilas, and Door), and 

in approximately 8 central and southern coun- Merlin.—xclusive of the CBCs, reports for 

ties; mainly BOP and EOP (m. obs.). 6 counties: Douglas, 17 January-EOP; Marathon, 

a few TTP; Outagamie, | January; Brown, 3 Jan- 

Northern Harrier.—Reardon reported _ uary; Columbia, 4 January; and Ozaukee, 3 De- 

one still in Vilas County 6 December; also BOP cember (m. obs.).
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Gyrfalcon.—at least 2 in the Superior, Wis- Killdeer.—tatest date: 30 December, 2 in 
consin/Duluth, Minnesota area this winter; doc- Trempealeau County on the Trempealeau CBC. 

umented by Belter for 1 January, and by Johnson 
for 29 January. Also an immature at Rice Lake in a‘ —_FK 9 . 
Barron County 26 December (Williams). he Bele Sande here saa onde Decen 

ae ee Baloo pera Gauntiel Common Snipe.—A total of 47 on 18 CBCs; 
2 * no later records. 

obs.). 

. 2 Bonaparte’s Gull.—Bontly reported this 
mle te Se ee species ra Gales County 10 December and in 

agamie (maximum 30+), Manitowoc, Ozaukee, Milwaukee County: January. 
Columbia, and Dane (m. obs.). 

Mew Gull.—Found on 2 December, one in 
Ring-necke d Pheasant-—Northward ‘to ee gout documented by Gustafson 

these counties, where TTP: Barron, Portage, y . 

Oconto, and Door (m. obs.). . . 

Ring-billed Gull.—tTTP in a few counties 
(for example Winnebago, 2; and Ozaukee), but 

Spruce Grouse.—No reports. generally BOP and EOP (for example Outaga- 
mie, Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Milwaukee, and 

Sharp-tailed Grouse.—Reports of 1-2 Walworth Counties) (m. obs.). 
birds in Douglas County 19 February (Semo), 

Jackson County 27 January (Stutz), and Wood Herring Gull.—tTTP in Lake Michigan be- 

County 27 January (Stutz). tween Door and Ozaukee Counties; BOP and 
EOP in Milwaukee County. Also TTP in Wash- 

Greater Prairie-Chicken.—A total of 169 _ ington and Winnebago Counties (m. obs.); max- 
on the Plainfield CBC on 23 December. Also imum in Winnebago County 800 on 10 February 
Marathon County, 25 on 4 December (Belter) (Ziebell). In Douglas County in far northwestern 
and 4 on the Spencer CBC 17 December; and _ Wisconsin, this species was noted through 28 De- 
TTP in Portage County, maximum 309 on 20 De- _ cember, a total of 60, and then again 11 Febru- 

cember (Hall). ary, when 300 were found (Johnson). BOP and 

EOP in Dane and Outagamie Counties (m. obs.). 

Wild Turkey.—Noted in 30 counties, north 
to Burnett, Chippewa, Marathon, Langlade, Mar- Thayer’s Gull.—Exclusive of the CBCs, re- 

inette, and Door Counties (m. obs.). ports for 1-2 birds in these counties: Douglas, 

Outagamie, Winnebago, Sheboygan, Ozaukee, 
Northern Bobwhite-—Exclusive of the and Kenosha. The dates range from 4 January to 

CBCs, reports for these counties: Dunn and Eau 16 February (m. obs.). 
Claire (Polk); Portage, TTP, maximum 13 on 24 

January (Hall); and Kenosha, TTP (Hoffmann). Iceland Gull.—£xclusive of the CBCs, re- 
ports for 1-2 birds in Outagamie, Winnebago, 

American Coot.—TTP in these counties: St. and. Ozaukee Counties, with dates ranging from 

Croix, maximum 2; Winnebago, maximum 5; 4 January-15 February (m. obs.). 
Ozaukee; Milwaukee; Kenosha(?), 1; and Dane, 

maximum 30+ on 4 February. BOP and EOP in Lesser Black-backed Gull.—A lone bird in 
Walworth County (m. obs.). Dane County 10 December (Ashman, Evanson). 

Sandhill Crane.—Found on one CBC at Glaucous Gull.—xclusive of the CBCs, re- 
Madison in Dane County on 16 December, 2 _ ports for these counties: Douglas, 28 December 
birds. Harriman and Kuecherer noted one with and 11 February-EOP, maximum 9 on 11 Feb- 
an injured wing in Outagamie County on 17Jan- — ruary; Outagamie, 4 January, 7; Winnebago, 
uary. Migrants in February: 13th, one in Green TTP, maximum 5 on 14 February; Manitowoc, 
Lake County (Schultz: “others about 2 weeks TTP, maximum 6 on 12 January; Sheboygan, 2 
later”); 25th in Dane County (Houston); 27thin — December, 1, and 10 February-EOP, maximum 

Jefferson County (Hale); and 28th in Waushara 5 on 26 February; and Ozaukee, 2 December and 

County (Domagalski). 21 January-15 February, 1 (m. obs.).
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Great Black-backed Gull.—Exclusive of 
the CBCs, these reports: Outagamie County, 4 
January, 1; Winnebago County, 5 January, 1; and 
Lake Michigan from Door County south to Ke- 
nosha County. TTP in Door, Manitowoc, and ‘ sd 
Sheboygan Counties. Maximum count of 9 (first- er 
winter birds to adults) on 17 January in Manito- pei 

woc County (m. obs.). oJ \ 

= ak - 

Rock Dove.—Northward to the following Mm oe 
counties, where TTP: Douglas, Vilas, Oconto, M A 
and Door (m. obs.). _U® Mt Sed 

Mourning Dove.—Northward to the fol | 
lowing counties: Douglas, TTP (Semo found a py,» 
group of 16 ata farmstead on 19 February); Vilas, ha ic 
TTP; Marinette, 25 December, 1; and Door, TTP ee ao 

(m. obs.). * A oe 
iN 

we as 
Eurasian Collared-Dove.—at least one of ae 

the two birds initially reported at White Potato ft iF 
Lake in Oconto County in May.2000 was still pres- ce i" : 7 

ent on 11 February (Bridge); documented by oes et 

Tessen for 23 January. First winter record for this 
exotic species. 

Figure 1. Several Great Gray Owls were 
Eastern Screech-Owl.—TTP in Dane, reported in Douglas County during the winter 

Ozaukee, Winnebago, and Shawano Counties, of 20002001, This bird, photographed by 
and BOP and EOP in Outagamie County (m. Taverne LaPole, was found near Poplar on 
obs.). 23 December 2000. 

Sno Owl—kxclusive of the CBCs, re- mann); ane. Manitowoc County, 31 December 

ports for ld counties: Douglas, Washburn, Mar- (Jim and Aaron Holschbach). 
athon, Portage, Oconto, Shawano, Outagamie, 
Winnebago, Door, Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Mil- Short-eared Owl.—Exclusive of the CBCs, 
waukee, Dane, and Columbia; TTP in Portage " these reports: Ozaukee County, 10 December 
County, where up to 4-5 were noted in the (Uttech); Manitowoc County, 6-30 December 

Buena Vista grasslands, and in Winnebago (Holschbachs); Winnebago County, 4 Decem- 

County, 2 (m. obs.). ber, 4 (Tessen); and Douglas County, 28 January 
(Johnson). 

Northern Hawk Owl.—One near Phelps 
in Vilas County 12 December-28 February (m. Northern Saw-whet Owl.—Baraboo and 
obs.; documented by Baughman, Hansen, Tes- Kewaunee CBCs, also these reports: an ema- 
sen, and Heikkinen and Unson). This bird was ciated bird with frostbitten feet in Milwau- 

banded by Bruce Bacon on 24 December. First Kee County 28 December (Diehl), one in Ozau- 
winter record since the 1996-97 winter. kee County 21 February (Frank), one in Jeffer- 

son County 21-23 February (Hale), one in 

Great Gray Owl.—One in Winnebago Portage County 6 February (Hall), one in 
County 3-10 December (m. obs.; documented by Oconto County 23 January (Tessen), and one in 
Sykes, Shillinglaw, Mueller, and Wood), and sev- Washburn County 4 February (Hansen). Some 
eral in Douglas County 17 December-7 January _ of these birds could have been migrants. 
(Figure 1); also a dead bird in February (La- 

Valleys). Belted Kingfisher.—After the CBCs, re- 
ports for 8 counties: St. Croix, Dunn, Chippewa, 

Long-eared Owl.—Exclusive of the CBCs, Eau Claire, Portage, Oconto, Shawano, and Jef- 
these reports: Green County, 11 February, 1 (Pe-  ferson; one bird in all cases, except for St. Croix 
terson); Kenosha County, 24 January (Hoff County, where 2 were noted TTP (m. obs.).
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Red-headed Woodpecker.—Exclusive of — worth. It will be interesting to see if this species 
the CBCs, these reports: Burnett County, 1-31 is again reported for southeastern Wisconsin 
December (McInroy); Portage County, wintering next winter. 
at the Whiting/Plover River colony for the first 
time since 1996-97 (Berner); Shawano County, Red-breasted  Nuthatch.—Throughout 
10-23 January, maximum 3 (Peterson, Tessen); He SE EXCEDE TOR Alera hy acter 8 ap d Green County, 17 Februar (Evanson) the state, except for the southwestern quarter 

an aoe ay Son). and the southernmost tier of counties west of 
Red-bellied Woodpeck Walworth County; generally average numbers 

ed-bellie oodpecker.—Northernmost —_(m. obs.). 
reports for these counties: Burnett, Barron, Mar- 
athon, Marinette, and Door (m. obs.). White-breasted Nuthatch.—Northward to 

. the following counties, where TTP: Douglas, Vi- 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.—No reports af- las, Forest and Florence, Marinette, and Door 

ter the CBCs. (m. obs.). 

Black-backed — Woodpecker. —Douglas Brown Creeper.—Afier the CBCs, these re- 
County \n chs Forexample. tegen on 26 De- ports: Douglas County, 18 February; Vilas 
cember, 4), and Oneida County (Tessen). County, TTP; and Oconto County, 11 February 

(m. obs.). 
Northern Flicker.—After the CBCs, reports 

eae 6 “Cunat St. Croix, Portage, conte, Ways Carolina Wren.—One TTP in Waupaca 
8 sake Lot es pane Masiingion: ane" County for the third consecutive winter (Hewitt), 
waukee; 1-2 birds in all cases (m. obs.). and one at a feeder in Madison, Dane County, 

N Shrik 17-18 December (documented by Karlson). 
lorthern Shrike.—After the CBCs, reports 

z 55 ies. fi oe s i * . for 25 counties, from far northern Wisconsin Winter Wren.—A otal of 7 on as many 
south to Dane and Ozaukee Counties; generally CBCe ne berresore 
average numbers (m. obs.). Buty NO UStED LEports: 

Gray Jay.— Including the CBCs, reports for oe ER gio es ae 
these counties: Douglas, Ashland, Vilas, Forest, c Thebes for 5 ese ere Mu as, 6 Febru- 
Florence, Langlade, Oneida, Price, and Taylor 2" (Baughman); Portage, TTP, maximum 5 on (m. obs.) 11 December (Berner); Oconto, one on 23 Jan- 

ae uary (Tessen); Winnebago, TTP (Ziebell); 
Dodge, TTP (Domagalski); and Washington, _ Common Raven.—Southernmost report TTP (Domagalski), 

from Juneau County on 31 January (Tessen). 
The LaValleys reported a count of 127 on 24 Feb- * an ruary in Douglas County. Eastern Bluebird.—A total of 66 on 10 

CBCs, but only these late records: Dane, TTP 
Burcar); Ozaukee, 13 January (Peterson); and Horned Lark—1P in Dane Counyy, (BIE: Oraukee, 18 January (Peterson); an 

Numbers decreased statewide after early January, an > . 
then increased in February (migrants?). Febru- 5 woe . 
ary records for Eau Claire, Portage, Oconto, Sha- Townsend s Solitaire.—These reports: Vi- 
wano, Outagamie, Winnebago, Columbia, and _ las County, one on 3 December (documented by Dane Counties (m. obs.). Baughman); Kewaunee County, one through 5 

January (documented by Domagalski and by Tes- 

Boreal Chickadee.—inciuding the CBs, PE TS youn One By the Middleton 
reports for these counties: Ashland, Vilas, nentd b deL tee (docu- 
Oneida, Forest, and Langlade (m. obs.). y NEES . 

Tufted Titmouse.—txctusive of the CBCs, _ Her me Tete ater Hoch ienieea this 
reports for 10 counties (m. obs.), including (like eps rom. "Waukesha County'en ebruary 
last winter) southeastern Wisconsin, where gen- ?). 
erally this species has been scarce. Noted in these . 7 
counties: Dunn, Pepin, Chippewa, Eau Claire, American Robin.—aAfier the CBCs, reports 
Marathon (Belter’s first county record, one from for 11 counties, mainly southern and central Wis- 
24 December-27 January), Columbia, Dane, Jef consin; also Douglas County. Mostly reports of 
ferson, Milwaukee (one TTP, Cowart), and Wal- 1-15 birds, with 50-55 in Dane and St. Croix
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Counties, and 100+ in Kenosha County Bohemian Waxwing.—Including the 

(m. obs.). CBCs, reports from these counties: Douglas, Vi- 

las, Oneida, Lincoln, Langlade, Oconto, Sha- 

. wano, Door, Taylor, Marathon, Portage, and 

Varied Thrush.—Including the CBCs, re- — Marquette. Maximum numbers (more than 100) 

ports for these counties: Vilas, 5 January (Peter- in Vilas County 14 January (120) and in Langlade 

son); Door, 1 December-29 January (Lukeses); County 22 February (200+); most flocks less 
Marathon, 13 December-26 February (Figure 2); than 60 (m. obs.). 

Portage, TTP; Winnebago, 13 December (photo 

by DeLong); Dane, 31 December (documented , 

by McDowell); and Washington, 1-27 December _ Cedar Waxwing.—After the CBCs, north- 
(including the Hartford CBC). ernmost reports for these counties: St. Croix 

(TTP, maximum 35 on 27 January); Marathon 

(through 2 January); Shawano (TTP); and Ke- 

Gray Catbird.—No reports after the CBCs. __ waunee (1 January, 20). 

Northern Mockingbird —One record, ,,,¥elowrumped Warbler. “One ov ihe 
a bird on a Manitowoc County CBC on 31 De- an Gon ee idk ae em lastscen'on ake 
cember. ruary (Cowart, Idzikows! i). 

Eastern Towhee.—A total of 5 on as many 
Brown Thrasher.—No reports after the CBCs, with the bird on the Kenosha CBC re- 

CBGs. maining through 22 January (Hoffmann). 

European Starling.—Northward to these American Tree Sparrow.—Northernmost 
counties, where TTP: Douglas, Vilas, Forest (12 reports as last year: Douglas County, 12 January— 

December), and Door (m. obs.). EOP, 5; Oconto County, TTP; Door County, 15 
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Figure 2. Varied Thrushes were reported from seven Wisconsin counties during the winter of 

2000-2001, including this bird in Wausau, Marathon County. Photo by Duane Pyan.
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December-EOP, maximum 31 on 14 January White-crowned Sparrow.—Afier the 
(m. obs.). CBGs, these reports: Kenosha County, 21 January 

(Hoffmann); Rock County, 27 January, 2 at a 
Chipping Sparrow. —Single birds on the feeder in Beloit (Williams); and Dane County, 2 

Green Lake, Montello, and Lake Geneva CBCs, February-BOP (m. obs.). 
Also these records:,2 TTP at a feeder in Dane 
County (documented by Marek), and one in Dark-eyed Junco.—Northward to these 
Portage County 26-28 February (Hall); only the counties: Douglas, 8 January-EOP, 1; Burnett, 8 
sixth and seventh records for this species after February; Barron, TTP; Marathon, 15 Decem- 

8 February. ber-27 January, maximum 20+ on 27 January; 
Marinette, 10 February, 1; and Door, TTP 

Field Sparrow.—sSingle birds on the (m. obs.). 
Bridgeport and Riveredge CBCs, also (m. obs.) 
one in Dane County 7-12 February. Lapland Longspur.—After the CBCs, re- 

ports for 10 counties: Portage, Outagamie, Win- 
Black-throated Sparrow.—On @ atasresi: nebago, Manitowos; Dodge, Washington, Oran: 

dential feeder in DeForest, Dane County, 6 Jan- kee, Kenosha, iand Dane and, Colum! bia. The 
uary-11 March (documented by Schultz). Thisis highest numbers were in the first part of the ne 
Wisconsin’s fifth winter record; also found in the et in Outagamie County, where on 9 December 
winter of 1959-60, February 1976, and (2 birds) Tessen found 350+, and where on 28 December 
in the winter of 1982-83. he found a total of 520. In Manitowoc County on 

: . . ~ 2 January, the Holschbachs found a total of 250. 2 Y 
s h Sp Sie 1 TTP in Ozaukee, Dodge, and Winnebago Coun- 
avannal arrow.—Latest date 1 Janu- ties (m. obs.). 

ary, one in Ozaukee County (Bontly). 

Snow Bunting.—Afier the CBCs, reports 
Fox Sparrow.—After the CBCs, these re- for 24 counties siered throughout the taste, 

ports: one TTP ata feeder in Beloit, Rock County except for the north-central and southwestern 
(Williams); and 7 February, one in Dane County counties and the southernmost tier of counties 
(Stutz). west of Walworth County. TTP in Barron, Dunn, 

Chippewa, Eau Claire, Portage, Door, Winne- 

Song Sparrow.—TTP in these counties: bago, Dodge, Jefferson, and Ozaukee Counties. 

Dane, Winnebago(?), Outagamie(?), Manito- This species, like Lapland Longspur, was gener- 
woc, and Ozaukee; 1-2 birds. January records for ally most numerous in December and early Jan- 

Marathon, Jefferson, and Kenosha Counties, and — Uary; for example, 700 on 3 January in Portage 

likely migrants in Dane County EOP (m. obs.). _ County; 100+ on 9 December and 130 on 28 
December in Outagamie County; 150+ on 3 Jan- 

. ’ cater the  Uary in Calumet County; and 120 on 2 January 
a Ss Sparrow.—No reports after the in Manitowoc County (m. obs.). 

1BCs. 

Stamp Sparrow —After the OBCs single eon Dong one on 20 fatty Vilas 6 De 
irds in Kenosha County on 31 January (Hoff Comber; Oconto, TTP; and Door, TTP (m. obs.). 

mann) and in Douglas County on 28 January 
(Johnson). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak.—16 December, 
Whitethroated Sparrow—TTP or most 0%€ in Jackson County (photo by Allen, verified 

likely TTP in these counties: Rock (5 on 27 Jain by Domagalski); Wisconsin’s 11th winter record. 

uary) and Dane (4 on 28 January), Milwaukee . . 
and Ozaukee, Calumet and Outagamie, Green Red-winged Blackbird.—After the CBCs, 
Lake, and Portage (m. obs.). approximately a dozen birds in Kenosha County 

31 January (Hoffmann), and one in Dodge 
Harris’s Sparrow.—The birdaeca feeder County 27 January (Tessen). Single birds (mi- 

in Rock County on the Beloit CBC 16 December grants?), reported on 16 February in Walworth 
was seen “into February” (Williams). Also, one County, 24 February in Door County, and 27 Feb- 

ata feeder in Madison, Dane ‘County; 29 Jana. 2"Y 1 Kenosha County (m. obs.). 
ary-EOP (m. obs.; documented by Heikkinen 
and Unson), and one in St. Croix County 17-21 Eastern Meadowlark.—After the CBCs, 
January (Persico). one in Winnebago County at least into January
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and perhaps February (Tessen),andoneinDoor 18 January-28 February; Oneida, one on 1 Jan- 
County 16 December-17 January (Lukeses). uary; Forest, one on 1 January and 3 on 6 Feb- y ry ry: s EY 

ruary; Menominee, 2 on 6 February; and Portage 

Meadowlark sp.—Stutz reported one in 10-24 February, maximum 8 (m. obs.). 
Dane County on 21 February. 

Common Redpoll.—Exclusive of the CBCs, 
Yellow-headed Blackbird.—A female with these reports: Douglas County, 4 small flocks 

Brown-headed Cowbirds and Red-winged Black- (maximum 12 i any given flock) ‘from-16-19 
birds on 27 January-18 February in Dodge February, associated with natural food sources 
C assen, Dormagaiski), (e.g., alders) not with feeders (Semo); and 

ounty (Tessen, Domagalski) Oconto County, one on | January (Smiths) and 
. two on 23 January (Tessen). 

Rusty Blackbird.—Afier the CBCs, these J y 
reports: 11 January, one at a feeder in Chippewa . a i ee 

County (Polk); 4-14 January, one in Ozaukee _ Pine Siskin.—After the CBCs, reports for 19 
County (Frank); and 27-28 February, four (mi- counties, from far northern Wisconsin south to 

grants?) in Manitowoc County (Holschbachs). Darié Ozaukee; and’ Milwaukee Counties, gen 
erally absent from western and southwestern Wis- 

, . | consin. Often in high numbers: for example, 
. Brewer's Blackbird.—One in Taylor 100+ in Douglas County; 250 on 3 January and 
County on the Gilman CBC 16 December. 150 on 6 February in Forest County; 80+ on 19 

January in Marathon County; 60 on 8 January in 

Common Grackle.—Afier the CBCs, only Portage County; and 94 on 27 February in Sha- 
one record: approximately 8 in Kenosha County Wano County. The high count in southern Wis- 
on 31 January (Hoffmann). consin was 28 on 7 January in Dane County 

(m. obs.). 

Brown-headed Cowbird.—TT?P in Dodge F 
County, 6-10 birds (Domagalski, Tessen); Ozau- American Goldfinch.—Novthward to these 
kee County, a few (Frank); and Kenosha County, counties: Douglas, 15-28 December and 16-19 
a few (Hoffmann). Migrants(?), a total of 5 birds, _ February (TTP?); Vilas, TTP; Forest, 19 January; 
on 28 February in Brown County (Tessen). Florence, 19 January; Marinette, 19 January; and 

Door, TTP. High numbers (17-75) reported for 7 aus s Pp 

Pine Grosbeak.—After the CBCs, reports these counties (m. obs.). 
for these counties: Douglas, 28 December-EOP, . on 
maximum 30; Vilas, 11 January; Florence, 4 Jan- Evening Grosbeak.—Afier the CBCs, these 
uary; and Langlade, 6 February, | (m. obs.). reports: Douglas County, one in mid-February; 

Vilas County, TTP; Florence County, two on 19 
. . anuary; Langlade County, 3 January; Menomi- Purple Finch.—After the CBCs, reports for 8893 ~ 

Z ee County, 3 ary and 6 February; Shawa 
20 counties; not reported from north-central and County, 597 ee eaieun oe ou the 
southwestern Wisconsin. Generally uncommon, 27th; and Portage County, eneon 4 January 
maximum numbers less than 20, except for a (m. obs.) . 

total of 50 on 1 February in Shawano County eee 
(m. obs.). 

House Sparrow.—Northward to these 
o counties: Douglas, TTP; Vilas, TTP; Forest, 17 

. House Finch.—Northward te these coun- December; Marinette, one on 10 February; and 
ties: Douglas, 20 January-EOP; Marathon, ER; Door, TTP (m. obs.). 

maximum 40+ on 15 December; Marinette, one 
on 10-11 February; and Door, TTP (m. obs.). 

CONTRIBUTORS 
Red Crossbill.—After the CBCs, reports 

from 5 northern counties, plus Portage County Judy Allen, James S. Anderson and 
and Kewaunee County (m. obs.). The only con- 2 . . 

tributor reporting ‘“‘good numbers” was Semo in Steven J. Petznick for the Mosquito Hill 

Douglas County on 19 February. Nature Center, Philip Ashman, Jeff 

Bahls, Jim Baughman, Dan Belter, stewinaed Crossbi , : 8 
. White-winged ‘rossbill.—Found on 2 Murray J. Berner, Marilyn Bontly, Da- 
CBGs; one in Ashland County and one in Taylor ‘dand M Brz j id: 
County. After the CBCs, reports for these coun- Vid and Margaret Brasser, Peter Bridge, 
ties: Douglas, 3 small flocks on 19 February; Vilas, Paul Bruce, Kay Burcar, Adam Chern,
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Daryl Christensen, Bill Cowart, Karl chael McDowell, Robert W. McInroy, 

David, Beverly DeLong, Robert De- William P. Mueller, Jackie Nooker, Mil- 

Mars, Scott Diehl, Robert C. Domagal- _ lie O’Leary, Patricia Parsons, Larry Per- . 

ski, Marty Evanson, Dave Fallow, Jim  sico, Mark Peterson, Janine Polk, 
Frank, Alta Goff, Dennis Gustafson, Duane and Barb Pyan, Bill Reardon, 
Karen Etter Hale, Kent Hall, Jan J. Andrew W. Reimer, Thomas Schultz, 

Hansen, Bettie Harriman, Judy Hase- Larry Semo, John A. Shillinglaw, Jerry 
leu, Chuck Heikkinen, Jan Hewitt, Bill ad Karen Smith, Charles Sontag, 
Hilsenhoff, Dawn Hinebaugh, Ron Aaron Stutz, Tom and Carol Sykes, 

Hoffmann, Aaron Holschbach, Jim Daryl D. Tessen, Delia Unson, Tom Ut 
Holschbach, Mary Jean Houston, John tech, John Wilde, Dan Williams, Mari- 
Idzikowski, Robbye Johnson, Trudy lyn Winter, Thomas C. Wood, Norma 

Karlson, Roy R. Knispel, David Kuech-  2¢hner, Tom Ziebell. . 
erer, Kenneth I. Lange, LaVerne La- Kenneth I. Lange 

Pole, Steve and Laura LaValley, Roy 1530 East Street 
and Charlotte Lukes, Sylvia Marek, Mi- Baraboo, WI 53913
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Ash-throated Flycatcher (1 November 2000, Kewaunee County) by John Idzikowski



“By the Wayside”—Winter 2000-2001 

—————— 

Rare species documentations include Barrow’s Goldeneye, 
Mew Gull, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Northern Hawk, Oul, 

Great Gray Owl, Townsend’s Solitaire, Chipping Sparrow, and 
Black-throated Sparrow. 

ee 

BARROW’S GOLDENEYE were shorter, with more black between 
(Bucephala islandica) them. The Barrow’s also showed a 

black mark running from the upper 
back onto the side of the breast, and 

11 February 2001, Wisconsin Point, more black under the tail. We enjoyed 
Douglas County—When Shaun Putz and 4 long look, not really noticing the fe- 
I arrived at the western end of Wiscon- males, but one photo we took shows 
sin Point, we could see a small patch of what is almost certainly a female Bar- 
open water (the only open water) atthe —;ow’s Goldeneye.—Robbye Johnson, Su- 
lighthouse with a few ducks in it. With perior, WL. 
scopes, we were able to find the male 
Barrow’s Goldeneye. As we picked our Mew Gu. (Larus canus) 
way carefully and quietly along the 
rocks, the birds got up, flying first east 2 December 2000, South Metro Pier, 
down the beach then swinging west Milwaukee County—A large flock of 
over Park Point. When they returned, Ring-billed and Bonaparte’s Gulls was 
they landed directly in front of the resting on the beach next to the Oak 
lighthouse. We sneaked the rest of the Creek Water Filtration Plant. Careful 
way out and up the stairs, peeked over _ scanning of the flock revealed one gull 
the edge, and found them right below with a mantle that was a little darker 
us about a city block away. Through gray than the adjacent Ring-bills (Fig- 
binoculars, Shaun’s scope, and my ures 1 and 2). As I slowly worked my 
camera lens, we could pick the bird out way closer, these additional traits were 
by the purple sheen on its head; the observed: a more rounded head shape 
Common Goldeneyes had a green with fairly heavy streaking; slightly 
sheen. Both species had black heads, smaller size than the Ring-bills; a 
black backs with white lines, white shorter and much thinner bill than the 
breasts and sides, and small dark bills. Ring-bills, with no dark ring or tip (all 
Rather than the oval cheek patch, the yellow, witha slight greenish tone); eye 
Barrow’s had a long crescent-shaped very dark (almost black), compared to 
patch. The white marks on its back the pale yellow iris of the Ring-bills; 
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Figure 1. This Mew Gull was seen by as number of observers in late November and early December 

9000 at the South Metro Pier in Milwaukee County. Photo taken on 11 November 2000 by John 

Idzikowski. 

and legs dull greenish. The rest of its mediately, I found the bird perched on 

body was similar to a Ring-billed, with a television antenna. It later moved to 

white undersides, gray wings with black adjacent trees, where it commenced 

tips (white ‘‘window” more extensive calling. A second bird responded from 

than in a Ring-bill when finally seen ina small wooded area by a parking lot 

flight), and more white appearing on _ near the lake. 

the wings (tertials?) as two bands near The bird was large and chunkier 

the rump, and black wing tips.—Dennis than a Mourning Dove, with a black 

Gustafson, New Berlin, WI. bill, black half-collar, and a black up- 

per tail with the remainder white. In 

flight, I could see the square-shaped 

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE tail—Daryl Tessen, Appleton, WI. 
(Streptopelia decaocto) 

NorTHERN HAwk OwL (Surnia ulula) 

23 January 2001, White Potato Lake, 

Oconto County—I went up to White Po- 21 December 2000, near Phelps, Vilas 

tato Lake the morning after returning — County—This bird had been previously 

from a winter Arizona trip. Almost im- reported during the area’s Christmas
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Figure 2. Another view of the Milwaukee County Mew Gull, with Herring and Ring-billed Gulls for 
comparison (Mew Gull is at right with wings outstretched). Photo taken on 11 November 2000 by 
John Idzikowski. 

Count. We first observed the bird ground below for prey.—Jan Hansen, 
perched at the very top of a large de- Green Bay, WI. 
ciduous tree in a farmyard. The breast 
and belly were white and heavily 3 January 2001, near Phelps, Vilas 
barred with tawny brown. The back, County—When I arrived at the farm 
wings, and wing coverts were darker south of the junction of the two forest 
brown, with the secondaries and wing roads near Phelps, the hawk owl was 
coverts showing fairly large white ter- perched atop a spruce tree. There was 
minal spots. There was also fairly heavy a light snow falling. I sat and enjoyed 
white spotting along the edges of the the bird for 15 minutes. I noted its 
mantle. The crown was gray with many _ hawklike shape and long tail. The face 
small white spots, and the facial disk was white framed in black. The belly 
was off-white. There were two parallel, was finely barred. The top of the 
vertical black streaks on both sides of _ head was lightly spotted. To me, this is 
the head, one just behind the eye and__ the fiercest-looking of the owls. It was 
the other running from the back of the constantly watching the ground for 
crown down to the throat. The eyes  prey.—Daryl Tessen, Appleton, WI. 
were yellow. The tail was noticeably 
long, and the bird pumped it fre- 10-11 February 2001, near Phelps, Vi- 
quently. The bird was not very active las County—The bird was sitting in a 
during the observation, although it did tall, exposed deciduous tree overlook- 
change perches several times, always ing a field next to a farmhouse. There 
landing at the very top of a tree or appeared to be a small woods behind 
snag. While perched, its head swiveled _ it, and in front of it were snow-covered 
almost continuously as it searched the _ fields. The area was at the top of a fairly
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high hill. We did not even bother to were distinctive. While we were observ- 

use our scope, and were satisfied to ing the bird, it once again took flight 

look at it through binoculars. and landed closer to us on another 

The bird had a long tail, and a buffy- fence post about 40 yards away. At this 

striped chest with a white band at the time, we took down our scope, loaded 

neck. The largish, owllike head was it back into our truck, and observed 

rounded and without tufts, and the dis- the owl from the truck. We drove up 

tinctive black bands coming down to- the road to where the bird was 

ward the neck from the top of the head perched, and were less than 20 feet 

(like broad umbrella struts) were quite — away at this point. The strong concen- 

clear. On the 11th, we saw it fly to a tric rings of feathers around its eyes, 

tree above the farmhouse, and the and the massive size of the head in pro- 

long tail was quite distinct as it flew. portion to the body, were very telling. 

When it flew, the bird looked to be The yellow eyes were even more im- 

about 16-17 inches long. Itseemed un- _ pressive at close range. The bird again 

concerned, even when we got out of flew to an adjacent fence post, giving 

the van to look at it. Of all the hawk — us an excellent view of its broad, wide 

owls we’ve seen, this one had very wings. Perched upright once more and 

handsome coloration.—Chuck Heikki- continuing to search for food, we were 

nen and Delia Unson, Madison, WI. struck by the enormity of its head in 

proportion to its body. In flight, the 

Great Gray Own (Strix nebulosa) bird also appeared not to have any 

neck—it appeared stubby. The bird 

3 December 2000, Shady Lane Road, was still perched on the fence post 

Winnebago County—The first sighting when we departed the area.— Tom and 

of the owl was as it was perched on a_— Carol Sykes, Appleton, WI. 

road sign about 100 yards away. With- 

out the aid of binoculars, the owl ap- 8 December 2000, County Highway M 

peared larger than a Short-eared Owl and N. Loop Road, Winnebago County— 

(the species of owl we had hoped to This was my seventh try for the Great 

find!). As the bird left its perch and Gray Owl in four days! After running 

flew directly toward us with slow and early morning errands, I decided to 

ponderous wing beats just 3 to 4 feet drive out and check the area. Nearing 

above the ground (less graceful than a the junction of County Highway Mand 

Barred Owl), we were at once struck by N. Loop Road, I discovered Dave 

the image of a ‘“‘barrel with wings.” Kuecherer parked and flashing his 

The owl landed on a fence post ap- lights. The bird sat in a large cotton- 

proximately 60 yards away and began wood tree, sunning itself and dozing. I 

searching for food, swivelling its head called numerous people, who arrived 

from side to side as it looked at the in the next hour to hour and a half. 

ground below. This gave us time to set Everyone had great looks. The bird 

up a scope and observe the bird’s mas- hunted successfully along the shoulder 

sive facial disks and small (relative to of the road, then perched at different 

the disks) beady yellow eyes. The spots, eventually on top ofa pole where 

bright white feathers that characteris- great photos were taken by Dennis 

tically form the ‘‘bow tie” field mark Malueg. The markings were obvious—
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it was a very large gray owl with a large _ they should have migrated.”’ I was very 
gray facial disk, light eyes, and the dis- busy and not home much, and did not 
tinct black-and-white ‘bow tie.”— see them on the day of the Audubon 

Daryl Tessen, Appleton, WI. Christmas Count. When I returned 

from Costa Rica on January 17, I finally 
TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE took the time to observe the Chipping 

(Myadestes townsendi) Sparrows as they fed with about seven 

White-throated Sparrows and several 

27 January 2001, Middleton, Dane American Tree Sparrows. I saw them 

County—After several checks along the about 10 feet from my window and 
street behind the Middleton Public Li- consulted all of my many bird books 

brary, a grayish bird was spotted diving and confirmed my previous casual ob- 

into a small cedar tree behind the li- servations. Dave Fallow observed and 

brary. Shortly, it came out and sat on — confirmed my identification on Feb- 

an open branch, then on the ground, — ruary 4. 

and back to the tree. It flew up to a The two Chipping Sparrows are 

telephone line, where it sat briefly, much smaller and behave differently 

then flew into a backyard, landing on than the American Tree and White- 

the top of a deciduous tree. During this throated Sparrows. They are probably 
time, the following traits were seen by _ first-winter birds. They have light 
my wife Margot and myself: a mostly gray—almost white—underparts, with 
gray bird with a blackish longer tail mo streaking and no dark spot, or 
with white edgings; a conspicuous  ‘‘stickpin,”’ on the breast. The rump is 
white eye ring; two buffy wing bars; and — gray, not brown like the Clay-colored 

buffy underwings in flight. It was about Sparrow. The crowns are streaked, and 
the size of an Eastern Phoebe, which it in the sunlight I see a slight rusty tint. 

reminded me of because of its fly- Both have a strong eye line both be- 

catcher-like flight and hovering, perch- hind and in front of the eye. One has 

ing on exposed spots, and restless- a pink bill; the other one has a darker 

ness.—Dennis Gustafson, New Berlin, WI. pinkish bill. Both have flesh-colored 

legs (not as pink as a Field Sparrow). 

CHIPPING SPARROW These small, slim birds have notched 

(Spizella passerina) tails and faint wing bars.—Sylvia Marek, 
Madison, Dane County. 

Fall 2000-March 2001, Madison, Dane 

County—I live in Crestwood, near 

Owen Conservation Park. My backyard BLACK-THROATED SPARROW 
and beyond is wooded. I have lots of (Amphispiza bilineata) 

shrubs, weeds, and a small prairie gar- 

den. I scatter millet on the ground un- 

der the shrubs and on my “‘bird”’ pic- 15 January 2001, Deforest, Dane 
nic table. County—I was alerted to the presence 

I first noticed the Chipping Spar- of this bird by Tony Kalenic, and I then 

rows late last fall, feeding on weed contacted the property owner, Jan 

seeds with White-throated Sparrows. I Feucht, by telephone to get some ad- 

remember thinking, ‘‘How strange, ditional information. She informed me
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Figure 3. Wisconsin’s fifth record of Black-throated Sparrow appeared at a feeder in DeForest, ; 
Dane County, in early January 2001 and remained until mid-March. Photo by Jan Feucht. 

that the bird had first been seen at her 5 minutes, then disappeared. I waited 

house on January 6, and that it had around for a little while longer, then 

been a regular visitor all week since decided to take my camera and tripod 
then. Jan was reluctant to release word and set up behind the house about 20 
about this bird to the general birding — feet from the feeder. After about a 45- 

community (not wanting a horde of minute wait, the bird showed up again 
birders invading her neighborhood), and I managed to take several photos, 

but she wanted me to come and doc- although the day was overcast and the 

ument the record. lighting was poor. 

I arrived at the Feucht residence on The bird was rather small in size for 

January 15 at about 7:00 in the morn- a sparrow—definitely smaller than the 
ing, and waited around for the bird to juncos that were also present at times. 

appear, watching the feeder area and The bill was rather long proportion- 

the bushes and trees around the prop- ally, and tapered evenly to a sharp 

erty. Jan came out to talk to me, and__ point; it was blackish on the upper 
said she hadn’t seen the bird yet that mandible and bluish gray on the lower. 
morning. I continued to wait, and, fi- The legs were also rather long and 

nally, at about 8:40, the bird showed up dark in color, and the bird sometimes 

and came down to feed on the ground _ held one of them stiffly off the ground. 

under the feeder behind the house. I I wondered if it had gotten frozen. 

was about 40-50 feet away at the side The most striking plumage feature 

of the street. The bird fed for perhaps _ was the black throat and bib, which ex-
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tended well down into the upper breast black just above the white supercilium, 
where it came to a point. The black with the black extending very narrowly 
throat/bib was bordered by white on across the front of the forehead just 
the sides that extended through the above the bill. The upperparts were 
malar region and then down into the _ gray, with a slight hint of brownish on 
upper breast. The white border on the mantle. The wings were a similar 
each side of the bib nearly met near color, and showed no wing bars. The 
the bottom tip of the bib. The rest of  tertials were blackish in the centers, 
the underparts were mostly a pale, and had broad brownish edges. The 
warm gray that was strongest on the tail was mostly dark, but had a little 
sides and flanks and extended back to white at the tips of the outer rectrices, 
the rear of the flanks. The undertail although this was much less prominent 
coverts were whitish. than is shown in the field guides. 

The face was fairly dark gray with The sparrow was present through 
blackish in the lores, except for a bold, January 20, and then disappeared for 
white supercilium and a narrow white nearly a month before returning on 
crescent below the eye. The forehead February 17, and then it continued to 
and crown were also dark gray, and show up through at least March 11.— 
were bordered by a narrow stripe of Tom Schultz, Green Lake, WI.
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American Avocet by Steve Lubahn



| 

WSO Records Committee Report—Winter 
2000-2001 

TT WSO Records Committee re- #2001-002 Kenosha Co., 5, 8 January 
viewed 35 reports of 13 species for 2001, Hoffmann. 

the winter season; 25 of the reports #2001-003 Douglas Co., 11 February 

were accepted. An additional report of 2001, R. Johnson (photo). 
the first suspected nesting of Rusty These male birds exhibited the 
Blackbirds in Wisconsin was also ac- broader black coloration to the back, 
cepted, as were six reports from the fall extending down in a point over the 
2000 season. shoulder. This black encompassed 

white spots on the back, instead of 

ACCEPTED white encompassing black spots on the 

Common Goldeneyes. The head had a 
Ross’s Goose— faster rise up to the forehead, with the 

#2001-001 Ozaukee Co., 21 February overall color bluish black instead of 
2001, Frank, Uttech. greenish black. The white spot on the 

This individual was seen in a flock of face was elongated instead of round. 
5 Snow Geese. The obviously smaller The dark bill was slightly shorter than 
size of this white goose with black wing those of the Common Goldeneyes. 

tips was apparent, as was the smaller, The Ozaukee County records consti- 
more rounded head and the smaller, tute the seventh consecutive winter this 
triangular bill. This pink bill lacked the species, and probably this bird, has 

dark “grin patch”’ of the Snow Geese. wintered in Lake Michigan off Vir- 
Although the size at rest was close to. mond Park. 

that of a Mallard, in flight the wing- 

spread was surprisingly closer to that of 

the Snow Geese. Gyrfalcon— 

#2001-004 Douglas Co., 1 January 
Barrow’s Goldeneye— 2001, Belter; 29 January 

#2000-079 Ozaukee Co., 16 December 2001, R. Johnson. 

2000, Frank, Wood; 11 Jan- #2001-007 Barron Co., 26 December 

uary 2001, Frank. 2000, D. Williams. 

lll
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The Douglas County bird was overall Heikkinen, Unson; date 

a grayish color, the Barron County bird unknown, Malueg (photo 

brownish. They were larger than a Red- only). 

tailed Hawk with longer tails. The These large owls lacked ear tufts, 

wings were slightly pointed, but notice- had yellow eyes, and a yellowish bill. 

ably less so than on a Peregrine. The The facial disks appeared to be con- 

overall color of the birds was broken by centric rings. The grayish body was 
generalized streaking on the face and mottled and barred throughout. 

underparts. A light stripe ran from the 

eye down the cheek. Northern Hawk Owl— 

#2000-107 Vilas Co., 16 December 

Mew Gull— 2000 and 7, 11 January 
#2000-087 Milwaukee Co., 2 Decem- 2001, J. Baughman; 21 De- 

ber 2000, Gustafson. cember’ 2000, Hansen; 3 

This gull was slightly smaller than January 2001, Tessen; 18 

the Ring-billed Gulls, with a slightly January 2001, Belter; 10, 11 

darker gray mantle; more rounded February 2001, Heikkinen, 

head; a shorter, thinner, all-yellow bill; Unson. 

and a dark iris. In flight, the white mir- This crow-sized bird was seen sitting 

rors in the primary tips were more ex- _ relatively vertical in posture in trees. 
tensive than those of the Ring-billed The tail seemed disproportionately 

Gulls. long and was pumped from time to 

time. The head seemed disproportion- 

Eurasian Collared-Dove— ately large. The bird was overall dark 

#2001-005 Oconto Co., 23 January brown with white spotting on the man- 
2001, Tessen. tle and wing coverts. The crown had 

These two doves were a bit larger numerous small white spots. A striking, 

and grayer than a Mourning Dove. The _ dark vertical stripe framed the whitish 

back of the neck had a black crescent. facial disks. The eyes were yellow. 
In flight, the proximal portion of the 

squared-off undertail was black, the Black-throated Sparrow— 

distal white. These birds represent #2001-006 Dane Co., 15 January 2001, 
the continued presence of Wisconsin’s Schultz (photo). 

fourth record for this species. This sparrow was relatively small 

compared to most other sparrow spe- 

Great Gray Owl— cies, including the adjacent juncos. 

#2000-110 Douglas Co., 23 December The throat was black, extending down 

2000, LaPole (photo only). the upper breast to a point. This black 

#2000-110 Douglas Co., February bib was bordered by a white malar 

2000, LaValley. stripe that extended down onto the 

#2000-106 Winnebago Co., 3 Decem- _ gray-white breast and belly. The upper- 

ber 2000, Sykes; 4 Decem- parts of the bird were gray. The black 

ber 2000, Shillinglaw; 8 De- lores were followed by a white super- 

cember 2000, Tessen; 9 De-  cilium. The owner of the property the 

cember 2000, Mueller; 10 bird was frequenting reports that this 

December 2000, T. Wood, individual was present from January
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6 to January 20 and again from Feb- Great Gray Owl— 
ruary 17 through March 11. #2000-113 Iron Co., 29 October 2000, 

Brown. 

Rusty Blackbird— 
Ashland Co., 11 July 1999, Matteson. Nor ACCEPTED 
While investigating a report of 

Trumpeter Swans, the observer discov- Greater Whitefronted Goose— 
ered a family group of five blackbirds: #2000-112 Buffalo Co., 2 January 
three juveniles in company of an adult 2001. . 
male and female. The male was black A “fairly large’’ goose was observed 

with white eyes and a greenish gloss to a4 close range to be gray-blue all over, 
the head. The grayish female had light with fine white lines around the cir- 
eyes, not the dark eyes of a female cumference of the body. A faint white 
Brewer's Blackbird. The brownish ju- flank Jine extended the length of the 

veniles did have dark eyes. The group body. The legs were reddish pink, not 
remained within 10-20 feet of each the anticipated orange of a White- 
other during the 10-12 minute obser- fonted Goose. The bill was pink, but 
vation. They foraged at the edge of a 46 white facial front was present. The 
stream and pond in an alder swamp. — yndertail coverts were white. The iden- 
Although the youngsters appeared to tity is not certain from this informa- 
be capable of flight, aE 1S presumed that tion, The leg color raises the question 

this close-knit family group in appro- oF 4 Greylag Goose or barnyard hybrid 
priate habitat represents Wisconsin’s ,ather than a White-fronted Goose. 
first breeding evidence of Rusty Black- 

birds. 
Barrow’s Goldeneye— 

#2000-104 Manitowoc Co., 3 Decem- 
FALL 2000 REPortTs ACCEPTED ber 2000. 

This goldeneye was seen in a flock of 
Pacific Loon— Common Goldeneyes. It was noted be- 

#2000-073 Shawano Co., 22 October cause the bird’s back was unusually 

2000, Peterson. dark, making half of the bird black. 
Only one white spot was seen in this 

Whitefaced Ibis— black back. Also noted was the differ- 
#2000-080 Dodge Co., 26 October nt head Shape. A disproportionate 

2000, Peterson. amount of the head extended in a cau- 
dal direction. The observers did not 

note the shape of the white facial spot 
Mew Gull— on this bird, nor was mention made of 

#2000-087 Milwaukee Co., 22 Novem the black extension of the back pattern 
ber 2000, David. down in between the white breast and 

white sides. More than likely the bird 
Barn Owl— was a Barrow’s; however, without these 

#2000-114 Milwaukee Co., 4 Novem- plumage details, an immature-plum- 

ber 2000, Mueller, Cut- aged Common Goldeneye isn’t ruled 

right. out from the written description.
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Gyrfalcon— beak outlined in white was the extent 

#2001-004 Douglas Co., 27 January of the description. Without acknowl- 

2001. edgment of the eye color, a Barred Owl 

This bird was seen for 10 seconds could almost fit this wording. 

from a moving vehicle crossing a 

bridge, but at close range. It was re- Northern Hawk Owl— 

ported to be between a medium-sized #2000-107 Vilas Co., 16 December 

buteo and falcon in shape, thicker in 2000. 

the body than a gull, uniformly gray on The limited description was of a 

top and whitish underneath. Specific crow-sized bird, perched more upright 

mention was made of the tips of the than a crow, an owl-like facial pattern, 

wings being dark and of not seeing with a longer tail. Without more infor- 

“‘mutton-chop” marks on the cheeks. mation, this probably accurate identi- 

No assessment of wing shape, tail fication is incomplete. 

shape, markings in the plumage, nor 

facial pattern was possible with the Veery— 

brevity and situation of sighting. #2000-109 Dane Co., 12, 23 December 

2000. 

Purple Sandpiper— This Catharus thrush had a brown 

#2000-108 Milwaukee Co., 2 Decem- back with an overall reddish tint. The 
ber 2000. eye ring was indistinct, and the bird 

Although this bird was most likely was ‘‘weakly’’ spotted. The species of 

correctly identified, the description this thrush genus can be difficult to 

was limited to a small, plump shore- _ separate in the field and in description. 

bird, gray/purple in color with orange The color of the “‘weak’’ spots would 

legs and bill. Small is a relative term be of interest. The brown color with a 

that would be more descriptive if used reddish tint doesn’t exclude the more 

in comparison to some other known _ likely Hermit Thrush from considera- 

size (e.g., smaller than a Killdeer). The _ tion. They can vary from having a red- 

gray/purple color implies there was no dish tint to the brown back to almost 

other coloration nor break in a solidly not having any noticeable reddish tint 

colored bird. The same applies to de- _ even in the tail. With the presented in- 

scribing an orange beak. Was the en- formation, species identification is not 

tire beak orange or a certain portion _ possible. 

of it? Taken as worded, this would be For more extensive information on 

an aberrant Purple Sandpiper. The 50- identifying Catharus thrushes, see the 

foot viewing distance would allow no- April and August 2000 issues of Birding. 

tation of more details than supplied. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush— 

Great Gray Owl— #2000-110 Waukesha Co., 16 Decem- 

#2000-105 Bayfield Co., 15 December ber 2000. 

2000. This thrush was apparently of the ge- 
Another probable accurate identifi nus Catharus. Its upperparts were 

cation was made, but a large owl with brown, its breast buffy with distinct 

no ear tufts, heavily ringed facial disk, dark spots. No eye ring was detected. 

belly streaked gray and brown, and. The cheeks were not spotted or
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streaked, but no notation of color was A thrushlike bird was flushed from 
indicated, only that they were darker the ground. The back and sides were 
than the brown of the head and back. described as moderate bright red and 
Although no reddish color was seen the chest as white with black spots. It 
when specifically looked for, the pos- was felt to be larger than a Hermit 
sibility of a Hermit Thrush still exists. Thrush, perhaps cardinal-sized. An eye 
Immature birds have less distinct red- _ ring was not noted. 
dish tail tones than adults, and there The color of the back listed as red 
are subspecies variations in the degree seems misleading, so it is difficult to in- 
of reddish tones even on the back. The terpret. The observer specifically men- 
cheek being described as darker in tions not noticing an eye ring, but it 
color suggests it wasn’t gray, as this isn’t clear whether that was because it 
should appear lighter than the adja- wasn’t present or because the obser- 
cent brown head and back. From the _ vation was brief. Neither the color pat- 
information presented, identifying _ tern on the cheek or the tail length was 
such an individual as a Gray-cheeked _ indicated, allowing the description to 
Thrush is difficult. Photos may be the include the possibility of a thrasher. 
only way to conclusively demonstrate This may well have been a Wood 
its identity. Thrush, but the brevity of the obser- 

For more extensive information on vation limited the field marks that 
identifying Catharus thrushes, see the could be detected. 
April and August 2000 issues of Birding. For more information on identifying 

Wood Thrushes, see the April 2000 
Wood Thrush— issue of Birding. 

#2000-111 Milwaukee Co., 16 Decem- Jim Frank 
ber 2000. WSO Records Committee Chair



Ne! WW \ 

(a oe (lovg eR 
ke a sa 

7 \ Ie 

i . 

fy b ES. 

yes eed ye re Mt 
i iy { ‘ ay it are 

a el eek No y 

* es cs. 

\ k : . 

“Attitude Western Style”’ by Betsy Popp



————— — — ———  __ 

In Memoriam 

LE er mn ae 
UP Ly \ 

ai ‘y : i 

e. roy f / 

(et ! 

Ray Anderson 
1928(?)-2000 

Re Anderson has the distinction of being the only Ph.D. student of Fred and 
Fran Hamerstrom. His closeness to the Hamerstroms was legendary, and 

“Cuzz Ray’’ (as Fran called him) was supportive of Fran and her research right 
up until the end of her life. Fran would often call on Ray for support whenever 
things got difficult, and he was always there. 

Ray was born in White Lake, Wisconsin, served in the Air Force, and returned 
to enter the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, where he received a B.S. in 
conservation education and biology. He then taught at Nekoosa and Marshfield 
High Schools and worked in the summers on his M.S. degree in conservation 
biology at the University of Michigan. He returned to UW-Stevens Point as a 
faculty member in the Conservation Department in 1958. In 1961, he took a 
leave of absence from his teaching duties to pursue and complete a Ph.D. in 
wildlife ecology at UW-Madison. 

After returning to UW-Stevens Point, Ray was given the responsibility of draft- 
ing the curricular plan that was used to develop a new wildlife management 
major within the school’s College of Natural Resources. The program grew to 
become the largest undergraduate program of its kind in North America. He is 
also credited with starting the student chapter of The Wildlife Society, a group 
that received numerous national honors while he was faculty advisor. 

But it was his research that made Ray shine brightest. He advised over 50 
graduate students in projects related to Greater Prairie-Chickens, Cooper’s 
Hawks, Common Loons, Bald Eagles, Northern Harriers, Red-tailed Hawks, 
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Sandhill Cranes, waterfowl, wolves, turtles, frogs, and rattlesnakes. Perhaps he is 

best remembered for his studies of black bears and the reintroduction of both 

pine martens and elk into the state. 

I worked with Ray for most of my 30 years at UW-Stevens Point. Ray was a 

straightforward individual whom I highly respected. Put simply, he cut through 

the bureaucratic red tape and got things done. For many years, Ray was a record 

keeper for, and member of, WSO (these records now reside at UW-Green Bay). 

I will always remember him for the statement he had on his answering ma- 

chine: ‘Do that which you can for the wild ones, and they, in turn, will do for 

you.” Here is one man who lived his beliefs and who will live on in the memory 

of WSO and its members. 

Kent Hall 

200 Pine Bluff Rd. 
Stevens Point, WI 54481
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Edward W. Peartree 
1922-2000 

FE: said it all started with a YMCA bird walk, which was instrumental in sparking 
his passion for birds and the habitat they lived in. He obtained his federal 

bird banding permit at age 18, and continued to observe, band, and photograph 
birds for the next 60+ years. He banded an amazing total of 48,100 individual 
birds of 139 different species over this period. 

Blessed with an excellent memory, Ed could identify most of Wisconsin’s flow- 
ers and wildlife, and give you both their common and scientific names. These 
he generously shared with field trip participants over the 30 years he served as 
WSO’s field trip chairman. He took thousands of slides of birds and wildflowers, 
and gave presentations throughout Wisconsin, often utilizing a two-projector 
slide presentation technique to illustrate such features as the subtle age and sex 
variations of various bird species. 

Ed was very active in WSO. In addition to his longtime role as Field Trip chair, 
he also served on the Supply Department for 29 years and as WSO President in 
1961. His lengthy service to the Society was recognized with the Silver Passenger 
Pigeon Award in 1967 and the Passenger Pigeon Certificate in 1981. His wife 
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Jeannette (J. J.) also received the Silver Passenger Pigeon in 1987 for her band- 
ing assistance at WSO’s Honey Creek Nature Center. Beyond WSO, Ed also held 
multiple terms as president of the Inland Bird Banding Association. 

| Ed banded for years in the Oconomowoc area, then, in 1959, began to con- 

centrate on WSO’s Sauk County Honey Creek property, following the early band- 

ing efforts there of David Cox and Roy Lukes. As retirement arrived, he moved 

from Oconomowoc to Sauk City to be nearer to Honey Creek. He and J. J. par- 

ticipated in the Honey Creek Bandathon/Birdathon for the last 13 years. Be- 

cause of them, hundreds of birders got to see, photograph, and sometimes han- 

dle birds up close for the first time. 

Ed’s contributions to the Society (particularly to Honey Creek) and his influ- 

ence on the many individuals who were lucky enough to have known him will 
not be forgotten. Honey Creek will not be the same again without Ed. 

Alex Kailing 

W330 N8275 West Shore Drive 

Hartland, WI 53029
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Wee: service awards for 2001  senger Pigeon was awarded to Univer- 
were presented at the annual sity of Wisconsin ornithologist Stan 

convention banquet in Baraboo on 26 Temple in 1989. 
May. Three of the four recipients were The 2001 award was given to 
present at the event and are pictured Thomas R. Schultz of Green Lake, who 
above: (from left to right) Thomas R. _ is widely considered to’ be Wisconsin’s 
Schultz, Noel J. Cutright, and Mary F. premier bird artist and an artist of 
Donald. growing national acclaim. Tom’s work 

The Golden Passenger Pigeon _ is featured prominently in A Meld Guide 
Award is given for outstanding contri- _ to the Warblers of North America in the Pe- 
butions in the field of ornithology. Past terson field guide series, in both the 
recipients have included Sam Robbins second and third editions of the Na- 
Jr., Chandler Robbins, Frederick and tional Geographic Society’s Field Guide 
Fran Hamerstrom, Aldo Leopold, and 10 the Birds of North America, and in the 
Owen Gromme. The last Golden Pas- third and fourth editions of WSO’s Wis- 

121



122 WSO Awards 

consin’s Favorite Bird Haunts. Tom is ular guest on Wisconsin Public Radio’s 

currently working on paintings for a Larry Meiller Show. He has held the post 

new field guide to the birds of India. of WSO’s Conservation Committee 

The Silver Passenger Pigeon Award chair since 1992, and has significantly 

is given in recognition of exceptional raised the level of the Society’s partic- 

and distinguished service to WSO. This ipation in bird conservation issues 

year’s recipient is James Frank of Me- _ statewide and nationally. Thanks to his 

quon. Jim’s seemingly tireless efforts on extensive knowledge of avian biology, 

the Society’s behalf are many. Most his scientifically based testimony at 

WSO members probably know him best _ public hearings, his thoughtful and au- 

as the author of the RecordsCommittee _ thoritative position papers and articles 

Report that appears in each issue of The on avian issues, and his friendliness 

Passenger Pigeon. Indeed, Jim has served and ability to work with others, Noel 

on the Records Committee since 1991 has helped to make WSO a major par- 

and as its chair since 1992. His meticu- _ ticipant on any issue involving birds in 

lous work in sifting through and verify- Wisconsin. 

ing Wisconsin's rare bird sightings—a It was through Noel’s initiative that 

painstaking and sometimes conten- Horicon: National Wildlife Refuge and 

tious task—is greatly appreciated. But the Upper Mississippi River were 

the list goes on: Jim has also served as named as Important Bird Areas. He was 

associate editor and author for the an- instrumental in preserving the Spread 

nual Big Day reports in The Passenger Pi- Eagle Barrens State Natural Area, and 

geon from 1989-99, for the May Day he led WSO to adopt a Birders’ Code 

Count reports since 1989, and for the of Ethics. He was involved in the Wis- 

North American Migration Count re- consin Breeding Bird Atlas project 

ports since 1993. In addition, he gave from the start: Noel wrote the atlasing 

his all for the Wisconsin Breeding Bird handbook, conducted training work- 

Atlas project, serving as a field worker, shops, did fieldwork, and is now the 

awriter of several species accounts, and_ lead editor for the final publication. 

a quality control coordinator. He continues to conduct the annual 

The Certificate of Appreciation is Honey Creek Birdathon/Bandathon 

awarded for continued exceptional (which he created), contributes fre- 

service to WSO after receipt of the Sil- quently to The Passenger Pigeon, and 

ver Passenger Pigeon Award. Since re- participates in many Breeding Bird 

ceiving the Silver Passenger Pigeon in Survey routes and Christmas Counts in 

1989, Noel J. Cutright of West Bend _ the state every year. 

has only increased his activity on behalf On top of all this, Noel offers con- 

of Wisconsin’s birds. stant support to other board and com- 

Although he left the post of Publicity mittee members, providing them with 

Chair in 1992, Noel continues to pro- assistance and ideas whenever he can. 

mote WSO and birding to the general Not the least of his contributions to 

public, as well as to other environmen- WSO is his ability to mentor new bird- 

tal organizations and agencies. He is ers, new members, and new leaders in 

frequently sought out by the press for _ the Society. 

comments on bird conservation issues The Sam Robbins Lifetime Achieve- 

in the state, and is an increasingly reg- ment Award was given this year for the
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very first time. The WSO board felt thatthe eminent role she has played in re- 
a new award was needed to honor in- gard to Wisconsin birders and birding. 
dividuals who continue to give out A dedicated lister and chaser, she long 
standing service to the Society after held the distinction of having seen 
receiving both the Silver Passenger more species in the state than anyone 
Pigeon and the Certificate of Ap- else—and today, despite the activities 
preciation, as well as to honor the shin- of younger generations of birders, she 
ing example of organizational service: has been bumped down only to second 
provided by the late Sam Robbins. place. Mary has had a finger firmly on 

The first recipient of this new award _ the pulse of the state’s bird life for de- 
is Mary F. Donald of Milwaukee, whose __cades, and has willingly shared a wealth 
involvement with WSO stretches back of information on what birds were 
over 50 years. Mary received the Silver where and how to go about seeing 
Passenger Pigeon in 1974 and the Cer-_ them. She was an early proponent of 
tificate of Appreciation in 1985. She doing Christmas Bird Counts and 
served as WSO’s Secretary from 1948- Breeding Bird Survey routes in the 
50, as Vice-President in 1978, and as _ state, both for the value of the scientific 
President in 1979. She edited The data and the social interaction. She has 
Badger Birder from 1965-1991. She co- encouraged young people in their 
ordinated WSO’s birding hotline from birding efforts, and can look with pride 
1975-87, and has physically housed the _ and pleasure at those from the Milwau- 
hotline phone in her home for the past kee area who she tutored and who 
26 years and personally paid all bills as-_ went on to achieve important things in 
sociated with it. Finally, she served as the world of birds and birding. 
the Awards Committee chair from With the awarding of this first Sam 
1991-2000. Robbins Lifetime Achievement Award, 

Impressive as they are, these statistics WSO honors a true pioneer of Wiscon- 
of Mary’s service to WSO only hint at sin birding.
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Black-crowned Night-Heron by Jack Bartholmai



Notices and Advertisements 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL BUSINESS tions from organizations and individ- 
MEETING OF THE WISCONSIN SociETY uals, with fund management ably 

FOR ORNITHOLOGY provided by WSO’s Treasurer Alex 
: Kailing. At the past April WSO Board 

meeting, the Board decided to create 
26 May 2001, a shorebird committee to oversee de- 

STEVENS POINT, WISCONSIN velopment of the fund, based on the 

recommendation of WSO attorney Da- 
President Sumner Matteson con- vid Kinnamon. Related to these devel- 

vened the annual business meeting at opments, Bill Volkert and I recently 
the 2001 WSO Annual Convention, submitted an article to The Passenger Pi- 
hosted by the Aldo Leopold Audubon — geon on SRSEF shorebird management 
Society and Wausau Bird Club, in Ste- activities at the Grex Meadows Wildlife 
vens Point, Wisconsin, at 1:30 p.m., 26 Area, Theresa Marsh Wildlife Area, 
May 2001. He thanked Kent and Sue and Mead Wildlife Area, where draw- 
Hall for their leadership and work in downs occurred during spring migra- 
organizing this annual convention, as _ tion to benefit migrating shorebirds. 
well as the host organizations. Another shorebird-related project I 

It was moved and seconded that the worked on was the development of a 
minutes of the last meeting be ac-  shorebird web site where someone ob- 
cepted as presented. The motion car- _ serving shorebirds at any of 12 Wiscon- 

ried. sin sites (Nine Springs Lagoon in Madi- 
[A copy of the complete minutes, ex- son, Theresa Marsh Wildlife Area, 

cerpted here, is available from WSO A&W Ponds, Big Eau Pleine Reservoir, 
Secretary Jane Dennis. ] Horicon Marsh, Teal Flowage and 

South Rice Lake at Mead Wildlife Area, 
ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE OFFICERS Ken Euers Natural Area in Green Bay, 

Peshtigo Point, Seagull Bar, Crex 
President—Sumner Matteson—This has Meadows Wildlife Area, and Long Is- 

been another very rewarding year. A land/Chequamegon Point) can log 
year and half ago, I worked with an ad__ on, fill out a survey form, and provide 
hoc committee comprised of Bill Fos- data on shorebirds observed. These 
ter, Mark Martin, and Bill Volkert to data will become part of a national data 
help launch the Sam Robbins Shore- bank on continental — shorebirds 
bird Endowment Fund (SRSEF) in tracked by the Western Shorebird 
memory of Sam Robbins. The SRSEF Hemisphere Reserve Network, and the 
will provide a stable basis for ongoing _ survey will begin to provide the basis of 
shorebird conservation efforts. This long-term  shorebird monitoring ef 
past year the fund has grown to forts in Wisconsin. Bill Volkert, Judith 
$17,277.51, which includes 148 dona- Johnson from Marinette, Jan Hansen, 
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and DNR wildlife managers Tom __ port submittals, so was unable to con- 

Meier and Jim Hoefler contributed in- tribute a written report this year. 

formation to the development of the He did call attention to upcoming 

site. The site was actually created by the WSO conventions. The 2002 WSO 

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) for Convention is scheduled to take place 

Wisconsin’s involvement in shorebird at Ripon College, 31 May through 

monitoring efforts. I worked with bi- 2 June 2002, ‘with the help of the Osh- 

ologist Jon Bart and programmer  kosh Birding Club and Tom Schultz 

George Lundy; the site still needs re- and Daryl Christensen.” 

finement, such as additional site maps The 2003 WSO Convention will be 

and links, but it is basically set to go. held at the University of Wisconsin at 

The web address is http://wss.wr.usgs Green Bay and will hopefully coincide 

.gov/. If you should log on, the West- with the publication of the Wisconsin 

ern Shorebird Survey home page will Breeding Bird Atlas. 

appear. Select ‘Map of Sites,” high- 

light “Wisconsin,” and click on Secretary—Jane Dennis—Highlights 
“Switch Maps.” Highlight one of the oF the year include the following: 
12 Wisconsin sites you want to examine 

and click ‘‘Obtain Descriptions.” ¢ Publication of Wisconsin’s Favorite Bird 

Finally, I worked with the Nominat- Haunts, 4th ed., compiled and edited 

ing Committee to find a prospective by Daryl D. Tessen, printed for the 

Vice President for your approval, and _ Wisconsin Society for Ornithology by 

with the Board to find two new com- Independent, Inc., De Pere, Wiscon- 

mittee chairs for Education and The sin, in 2000. 

Badger Birder. Please join with me in *WSO Certificate of Hospitality 

welcoming Mariette Nowak as Educa- Awards (stunning documents, bor- 

tion chair, and Mary Uttech as our new dered with feathers, prominently dis- 

Badger Birder editor. Both are excited playing names of landowners who 

about serving WSO and bring a wealth — welcomed birders, with colored pic- 

of experience to the Board. I think tures of the bird(s) sighted and 

many will be pleased by the new look shared) were mailed to the Dick Bell 

of the Birder, and I thank former editor family, Mr. and Mrs. Dave Kuecherer, 

Rob Whitmire for his year of service to the Tom Uttech family, Mr. and Mrs. 

WSO. Dave Freriks, and Gene Jacobus. 

I have enjoyed immensely these past “Celebrate Wisconsin and Benefit 

four years as Vice President and Presi- the Whooping Crane”’ at the Midwest 

dent. Thank you for the opportunity to Birding Symposium this fall in Green 

serve, and for the enrichment I’ve ex- __ Bay, at the Regency Suites Hotel/KI 

perienced in working with your highly Convention Center, August 30 to 

talented Board. The best of birding to September 2, 2001. For information 

all of you! and to sign up, contact Jennifer 

Birkel by regular mail at c/o KPC, 

Vice President—Bill Brooks—From P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI, 53187- 

the Minutes: Bill said he was sub- 1612; by telephone at 800-558-1544, 

merged in finals at Ripon College at ext. 245; or by email at jbirkel 

the time of the deadline for annual re- @kalmbach.com. (Information and
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reservations can also be obtained submitted for publication in the jour- 
through the Birder’s World maga- nal, sharp increases in printing and pa- 
zine web site, http://www.birders per costs over the last several years 
world.com/news/2001/0108.html.) threaten to cramp our style. Asa result, 

WSO treasurer Alex Kailing and I are 
Treasurer—Alex Kailing—From the looking into ways that we can lower ex- 

Minutes: The Treasurer’s 2001 Con-  penses without resorting to limiting 
vention Report presents statements of _ the number of pages in each issue. The 
revenue and expenses and financial major change so far is that we are ex- 
balance, 1996 total through 2000 total, perimenting with a new printer (Allen 
along with comments on pertinent Press of Lawrence, KS) who appears ca- 
items such as the Wisconsin Breeding _ pable of providing us with high quality 
Bird Atlas, the Sam Robbins Shorebird _ printing services at a lower rate than 
Endowment Fund, and the Midwest our previous printer. I will also be talk- 
Birding Symposium. See Tables 1-3. ing with our current typesetter (Im- 

pressions, Inc., in Madison, WI) about 
The Passenger Pigeon Editor—R. Tod _ ways to save money. One money-saving 

Highsmith—Although a good supply of step already implemented is the pub- 
quality manuscripts continues to be _ lication of the fall and winter issues of 

Table 1. WSO Statement of Revenue, 1996-2000. 

eee 

“1996 TOTAL 1997 TOTAL 1998 TOTAL 1999 TOTAL 2000 TOTAL 
REVENUE 
BOOKSTORE 3,320.89, 3,312.54 2,926.27 2,379.93, 13,948.08 

SLIDES 55.00 
INTEREST 1,098.24 1,412.63 986.97 734.51 442.41 INVESTMENTS 1,250.59 16,162.18 62,127.00 
CONVENTION 1,058.61 911.40 2,168.22 370.00 1,951.94 ADVERTISING 624.50 1905.50 472.00 '580.00 
PIGEON 

BACK COPIES 36.00 31.00 6.00 45.50 72.98 SUBSCRIPTIONS 789.00 728.00 902.00 500.00 224,00 MEMBERSHIP 
DUES 22,470.50 26,585.50 26,212.80 27,088.71 28,097.79 LIFE 1,910.00 1,645.00 2,080.00 3,325.00 1,700.00 MBR LIST 6.00 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
ENDOWMENT 1,067.50 1,479.00 283.00 827.00 161.00 SCHOLARSHIP 2,600.79 3,923.26 640.86 1,410.50 1,813.55 HONEY CREEK 1,772.50 1,367.00 4,167.50 1,692.50 1,191.00 
FLEDGLING 587.70 642.00 OTHER 357.67 1,181.22 BIRDATHON 2,876.86 1,968.48 4,910.95 3,118.50, 2,640.38, MEMORIALS 4,000.00 5,445.00 195.00 150.00 PIGEON COLOR 1,500.00 
SRSEF 4,613.52 HAUNTS 474.94 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
VIDEO PROJECT 5,000.00 100.00 100.00 SEMINAR 2,425.00 3,370.00 1,488.00 5,402.00 ROBBINS FUND 280.00 4,335.00 4,359.00 FUND PASS THRU 2,000.00 COSTA RICA TRIP 7,800.00 21,860.00 BIRDERS EXCHANGE 43.00 1 BIRD 2 HABITATS 2,721.44 
HOT LINE 60.15 MBS 2,000.00 ATLAS 67,433.41 74,167.35 100,218.21 58,923.18 8,260.85, TOTAL 

REVENUE $ 115,166.80 $ 132,945.52 $ 147,308.87 $ 138,400.88 $ 162,816.25
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Table 2. WSO Statement of Expenses, 1996-2000. 

ee 

1996 TOTAL 1997 TOTAL 1998 TOTAL 1999 TOTAL 2000 TOTAL 
EXPENSES 

ADMINISTRATION 294.03 459.66 541.66 603.75 478.71 
ASSOC. EDITOR 598.45 768.52 1,167.18 1,030.66 772.80 
BIRD HAUNTS 58.00 297.69 55,765.06 
AWARDS 189.95 145.93 48.84 104.02 
BADGER BIRDER 

PRINTING 6,009.07 7,780.50 8,894.85 6,672.99 10,534.86 
MAILING. 1,984.33 2,054.70 2,037.71 2,589.37 2,556.77 
MISC, 64.53 314.02 449.68 239.79 173.85 

CONVENTION 677.48 400.00 725.00 800.00 400.00 
BOOKSTORE 

INSURANCE 277.00 126,00 250.00 
misc 300.00 340.00 370.00 390.00 680.82 

FIELD TRIPS 312.50 120.00 192.46 194.35 
HONEY CREEK 

TAXES 1,269.90 1,110.48 736.19 1,059.54 1,150.80 
INSURANCE 1,380.00 1,381.00 1,380.00 1,380.00 1,449.00 

UPKEEP 635.29 1,746.91 878.45 789.40 1,112.48 
HOT LINE 229.88 281.10 256.30 198.08 254.80 
MEMBERSHIP 3,453.98 2,469.35 2,362.24 2,009.54 2,174.85, 
PIGEON 

PRINTING 17,170.37 20,784.16 18,732.16 24,700.78 29,570.73 
MAILING 1,884.88 1,602.26 1,907.19 2,182.12 2,964.82 
misc 374.98 378.16 393.07 438.64 241.80 

PRESIDENT 218.55 32.00 32.00 20.90 
PUBLICITY 200.00 218.55 483.90 552.58 428.31 
BIRDATHON 177.15 100.56 142.42 139.29 236.92 

RECORDS 186.40 175.88 154.69 27.00 252.68 
GRANTS 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 

YOUTH 570.00 790.00 
SEMINARS 227.26 5,200.15 6,397.97 

PRINTING 4,425.95 61.72 965.87 5,224.60 1,130.91 

TREASURER 290.51 124.05 129.72 89.70 60.80 
YOUTH 333.16 288.97 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 1,465.00 4,249.95 2,363.73, 2,799.00 150.00 
AQUACULTURE MAILING 240.86 
EQUIPMENT 1,550.00 
COSTA RICA TRIP 8,175.00 21,566.00 
SRSEF GRANTS 300.00 
VIDEO PROJECT 1,497.21 
BARABOO HILLS BOOK 4,000.00 72.00 
1 BIRD 2 HABITATS 450.38 

LISTERS 181.60 
CATS PROJECT 591.40 319.04 1.65 
MBS 592.62 
ROBBINS PROJECT 3,043.40 
PRAIRIE POSTER 1,000.00 250.00 
ATLAS 48,716.65 72,092.33 74,844.22 68,441.98 36,591.01 

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 97,626.82 $128,613.10 $122,626.51 $ 146,843.76 $176,832.11 

Volume 62, 2000, as a double issue (it’s Also stepping down is Bill Hilsen- 

cheaper to print a single large issue hoff, who has served for over 25 years 

than two smaller ones). as the Christmas Count compiler and 

The past year has seen some changes reporter for WSO—thank you, Bill, for 

in the journal’s staff. Jan Hansen has so many years of great work. Stepping 

been doing a fine job in his first year into Bill’s shoes is Bob Domagalski, 

as Associate Editor, after taking on the whose first Christmas Count report ap- 

post long held by Daryl Tessen. Jerry peared in the Fall/Winter 2000 issue of 

and Karen Smith are stepping down as _ the journal. 

spring seasonal editors after producing Another newcomer is David Kuech- 

three years of fine spring reports, and erer, who leaped into the Art Editor 

will be replaced in 2001 by Karl David. position vacated last year by Cary
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Table 3. WSO Balance Sheet, as of 31 December 2000. 
ee 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 

LIQUID ASSETS 
CASH 1,788.93 2,279.20 859.43, 1,085.88 2,612.27 
SAVING ACCOUNTS 

GENERAL 16,883.58 15,108.68 8,222.60 3,615.85 17,890.65 
ENDOWMENT1 1,045.49 14,793.43 17,532.68 7,136.37 1,559.35 
ATLAS 4,006.42 30,617.15 20,966.14 51,630.37 23,161.29 
SRSEF 5,000.00 

INVESTMENTS 
GENERAL 957.38 957.38 957.38 957.38 
ENDOWMENT 35,021.06 35,021.06 35,021.06 50,025.56 50,025.56 
GRANTS 15,300.00 15,300.00 15,300.00 15,300.00 

ATLAS 25,000.00 40,000.00 
INVENTORIES 

BOOKSTORE 
CASH 2,672.63 2,336.63 3,574.02 3,237.42 5,704.44 
INVENTORY 22,118.81 14,955.54 14,929.51 15,349.88 53,935.86 

SLIDES 
CASH 4,728.11 5,022.39 5,441.14 6,199.52 5,850.75 
INVENTORY 1,312.98 1,734.58 1,518.40 1,840.80 1,695.30 

FIXED ASSETS 
EQUIPMENT 7,131.82 7,418.74 7,369.10 8,919.10 8,919.10 
LAND & BUILDINGS 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN 1,491.39 1,491.39 1,491.39 1,491.39 1,491.39 
HONEY CREEK 

LAND 21,475.86 21,475.86 21,475.86 21,475.86 21,475.86 
BUILDINGS 8,927.88 8,927.88 8,927.88 8,927.88 8,927.88 

TOTAL ASSETS $ 180,862.34 $ 177,838.37 $ 204,053.59 $ 197,162.17 $ 208,249.70 

Reich. David has been hard at work bly due to the lack of rarities present in 
contacting artists and photographers, Wisconsin during that period. (Any re- 
and has already amassed a fine collec- port, whether it be a complete seasonal 
tion of new and varied material for use report or the documentation ofa single 
in future issues of the journal. rarity, is counted as one report. When 

As usual, I want to thank all those unusually high numbers of rarities are 
who submitted articles to the journal present, many observers submit docu- 
in the past year, whether first-time au- mentation forms, which inflates the 
thors or regular contributors. It is their total number of reports for that pe- 
work that makes The Passenger Pigeon riod.) 
such a valuable, living document of Making the reporting process more 
Wisconsin ornithology. user-friendly will be one of my major 

objectives during the coming year. To 
ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE that end, many of the reporting forms 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS are now available to be completed elec- 
tronically on the WSO web site. These 

Associate Editor—Jan Hansen—The include the Exceptional Record Docu- 
Fall Season of 2000 produced an excel- mentation Form and Multi- and Single- 
lent total of 77 seasonal reports from County Reporting Forms. It is hoped 
various observers around the state. This that the electronic reporting process 
number dropped to 62 during the Win- _ will be improved upon during the com- 
ter Season, with the difference proba- ing year.
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Revision and updating of the report- trip with WSO; Mark Korducki is in 

ing forms is also in progress. The charge. It will be a fantastic trip to 

Exceptional Record Documentation southern Texas and all are welcome to 

Form has been revised and is now _ take it. 

known as the WSO Rare Bird Report. 

It is hoped that by the time of the fall Atlas—Bettie Harriman—From the 

mailing both the Single- and Mult inutes: Bettie said that this is the 
County Reporting Forms will also have — ivth and final year of collecting data 

been revised and updated to reflect for the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
current nomenclature. As these forms (WBBA), a year of covering special 

are revised there will also likely be’ spots and assuaging atlas addicts. The 

changes in the species requiring docu- atlas has had excellent coverage: “Of 
mentation. Examples of possible spe- the 16 or so people on the Steering 

cies that will no longer require docu- Committee, no one probably ever 

mentation include Snowy Egret and dreamed we would get such good cov- 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Any sugges rage.” Atlasers covered the priority 
tions on this subject from field observ blocks (143) in each of the designated 

ets Wuhibe' we come. an uads (only 2 were not covered) and 
One of my first responsibilities after dd their jo very well. Data compiled 

assuming this position was finding are- fom the other blocks are on the 

placement for Bill Hilsenhoff as the wpBA web site. Now we compile the 

CBC editor. Bob Domagalski assumed gata and write the species accounts, 

this position on a one-year interim ba- pulling the WBBA together. Bettie has 

sis in late 2000 and has now agreed to peen in charge of the fieldwork and 

continue compiling and writing the an- thanked everyone for getting it done. 

nual CBC count summary for The Pas: Noe] Cutright is the chief book editor. 
senger Pigeon. With Bob’s help the WSO 
CBC form has been revised and the 

new form will be used beginning with Awards—Daryl Tessen—WSO has cre- 
this year’s counts. ated a new award as a way to recognize 

Early this year, Jerry and Karen those people who have already been 

Smith resigned their position as the given a Silver Passenger Pigeon and a 
Spring Season Editors. Beginning with Certificate of Appreciation for their 

the Spring Season of 2001, Karl David Contributions to WSO, yet still keep 
of Racine has assumed this position. Serving: The new award 1S called the 
Karl writes with much wit and charm Sam Robbins Lifetime Achievement 

and should be an excellent addition to Award. 

the current cadre of seasonal editors. 

There is a strong possibility that I will Badger Birder Editor—Mary Uttech— 

be looking for another seasonal editor _ First of all, a big thank you to all for 

before the end of 2001. Anyone with the warm welcome as your new editor 

recommendations for a candidate, or of The Badger Birder. I've been compil- 

with an interest in a Seasonal Editor ing the newsletter for only the past 

position, is asked to contact me. three months and: I’ve been pleased 

From the Minutes: Jan added that with all the constructive feedback. 

Otus Asio Tours is planning a Texas Keep the comments and suggestions
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coming! Also, please continue to send WSO Bookstore Catalog during April 
me articles, reports, and other items 2001, listing the items that we continue 
that may be of interest not only to our to stock in our traditional bookstore 
members but also to the casual reader and describing how to access the on- 
who may become interested in birding line bookstore. The WSO Bookstore 
and WSO by something seen in the catalog is also available as part of the 
Birder. My goal with each issue is to pro-  wso web site, which contains a link to 
vide the reader with a “ ate our email address and to the online substance sprinkled with fun, while k ¥ 
maintaining a professional appearance oostore pleased to serve the organi- 
aa oe in forma The etter zation, and we appreciate your support e Birder, the more likely we are to - 
attract new readers, keep current read- throughout the year. 
ers involved, and generate interest 
from advertisers. I look forward to Birder Ethics—Mark Korducki—From 
hearing from you. Send your messages the Minutes: Mark said that no special 
to muttech@asq.org. issue had come up this year and that it 

was a pretty good year overall. There 
was some discussion on Wisbirdnet 

Bookstore—Don and Christine Reel— about reviewing the birders’ code of Sales in 2000 totaled $24,810 through ethics: We will tow publish the “WSO 
the traditional bookstore that we run Code of Ethics” on an annual basis. 
out of our home, and $1,850 through 
the online bookstore. Convention sales 
in 2000 were $2,755. Conservation—Noel Cutright— 

Sales of the fourth edition of Wiscon- Attended three of four Board meet- 
sin’s Favorite Bird Haunts through ings. 
March 31 totalled more than 650 cop- rat , *dac 
ies, with revenue for WSO of $18,220. iomfinediee a Visa 
We created publicity materials that in- * Supported the federal CARA legisla- 
cluded flyers for special events and an tion through letter writing and sup- 
ad that appears in each issue of The Pas- ort. of Wisconsin édalition 
senger Pigeon. In addition, we sent re- Pom . , a . , ‘ ‘ 4 Continued to oppose Mourning view copies to editors of journals in Dove hunting season 
neighboring states (reviews have ap- ° Served on Wisconsin Bird Conse. 
peared in three of the journals to . co. ae date), we placed an ad for three tion Initiative (WBCI) Steering Com- 

months in the newsletter of the Amer- “Mitte. 
ican Birding Association, and we sent ° Continued to supply input to various 
a special mailing to community and ac- state and federal Master Plan efforts. 
ademic libraries throughout the state ° Continued to support WDNR’s plan 
(resulting in orders for more than 50 _ to control Mute Swans. 
books to date). ° Boosted efforts in Wisconsin to de- 

We continued to communicate with velop birding trails. 
members through articles in The Badger ® Wrote letter on Lapham Peak radio 
Birder. In addition, we published the tower controversy.
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¢ Wrote letters to EPA concerning reg- migrate to or through Wisconsin’’], 

istration of pesticides that can be and he introduced Karen Etter Hale, 

| harmful to birds. Executive Director of the Madison Au- 

¢ Continued to support protection of _dubon Society, who spearheaded put- 

horseshoe crabs on the mid-Atlantic — ting this conservation effort together. 

coast. Karen said that lots of people helped 

¢ Attended meetings and provided put WBCI together. The WBCI com- 

comments on WDNR’s Land Legacy mittee worked hard to get sponsors [68 

project. as of May 20] from any group that 

e Continued to provide insight and in- _ works on all birds and all habitats. Con- 

formation on impact of towers and _ sider your group, she asked WSO mem- 

wind facilities on birds. bers, and sign on if you have anything 

e Wrote letter opposing closure of to do with birds and habitat. 

Smithsonian Conservation and Re- The Wisconsin Department of Nat- 

search Center. ural Resources (WDNR) has received 

¢ Provided comments to USFWS on money from the federal Conservation 

designation of Critical Habitat for and Reinvestment Act (CARA). Part of 

Piping Plover in Wisconsin. the state’s allocation ($300,000) has 

e Supported passage of legislation to been put aside for work on bird trails, 

protect wetlands in Wisconsin. Whooping Cranes, and other areas. 

¢ Supported Whooping Crane reintro- The federal government is still trying 

duction efforts in Wisconsin. to pass more CARA legislation. 
Noel brought up posting pesticide 

From the Minutes: There has been _ signs. Ifa yard has been treated chem- 

lots of work on conservation on the lo- ically, the owner must post a sign, be- 

cal, state, regional, national, and inter- cause the pesticide might “drift” to 

national level. Noel urged members to neighboring yards. WSO has not done 

try to familiarize themselves with the much in this area of conservation, 

issues being discussed and to make though Madison Audubon has helped 

comments. Noel will keep the WSO oar (you can sign up in January for a “‘pes- 

in the water. ticide free”’ sign). 
Noel asked WSO members to ‘‘take 

an issue and run with it,’ as Jane . . 

Raymond-Wood is doing with aquacul- Education—Mariette . Nowak—From 
oe antiga IMANar . 2 the Minutes: In Mariette’s absence, 

ture’s negative impact on some birds. ¢ . 
tame z i Sumner noted that WSO can rightfully 

Jane saw that aquaculture is growing in . . 

economic influence and that courses expect good things from her. Mariette 
; soy is a retired director of Wehr Nature 

are being offered in high school, so she : . 
f . Center and is both creative and tal- 

put some educational pieces together 

and ‘“‘ran with it’? to Wisconsin high ented. 

schools. Noel said, ‘‘If you see any issue 

you want to work on, do it!”’ Field Trips—Jeff Baughman and Tom 

Noel said that the Wisconsin Bird Schultz—From the Minutes: Tom said 

Conservative Initiative (WBCI) was that WSO field trips have been well at- 

signed last week [to “work together to tended and popular. In addition to the 

preserve habitat for birds that annually Texas trip, WSO and Otus Asio Tours
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are thinking of Costa Rica in March or Sunday, 22 October, during the Birds 
April 2002. in Art show. 

° Art Show at the Bergstrom Mahler 
Honey Creek—Mike Mossman—From Art Museum in Neenah from 2-31 

the Minutes: Noel Cutright reported — January 2001 of art from the new Wis- 
for Mike that there were 90 species re- consin’s Favorite Bird Haunts and other 
corded at the annual WSO Birdathon works of the four artists featured in 
on May 19. The event was both good the book. On Sunday, 7 January, an 
and sad, for there were no mist nets afternoon book signing was held at 
[due to the death last year of Ed Pear- the show. About 300 persons at- 
tree], and Harold Kruse didn’t walk to tended. Special thanks goes to David 
the waterfall for the first time in 40-  Kuecherer, WSO member and one of 
some years. the artists, for arranging for the show 

and hanging it. 
Membership—Alex Kailing—From the ¢ Booth at Wild Ones Natural Land- 

Minutes: Alex noted that the Member- _ 8Caping event on 20 January 2001 in 
ship section in the ‘‘Annual Report” is Oshkosh. 
self-explanatory (see Table 4). Many li- e Booth at Havenwoods State Forest 
braries have discontinued membership WinterFest on 17 February in Milwau- 
because of the web. Life members have kee. . 
increased in number, and seven more ° Booth at Wild Ones meeting in Eau 
are in progress. The proportion of se- Claire on 3 March. . . 
nior membership is going up more and__° Booth at Upper Mississippi River Fes- 
OTE: tival on 19 May in Prairie du Chien. 

Another huge thank you goes to 

Publicity-Bettie Harriman-Since June members who helped staff this of 2000, the following publicity for Poth, and especially to Jane Dennis 
WSO has occurred (a very special for overseeing it. 

thanks te help with die 90 tonal From the Minutes: Bettie called at- 
~*~ tention to the Membership report of 

e Announcements of the scholarships new members: 164 in 2000 versus 131 
and grants winners to the Milwaukee in 1999. We had 30 more members this 
Journal Sentinel and Wisconsin State year, and they came mostly from the 
Journal. WSO booth at the Wild Bird, Wildlife, 

¢ Booth at the Ducks Unlimited Great and Backyard Habitat Expo, held in 
Outdoors Festival on 18-20 August in | Waukesha in October. The second an- 
Oshkosh. nual Expo is coming up next Novem- 

° Booth at the Wild Bird and Backyard ber, in West Bend. This was an ex- 
Habitat Expo in Waukesha on 13-15 tremely good venue for WSO; it’s the 
October. This was extremely success- first time we’ve been at a festival with 
ful for WSO with about two dozen an interest mostly in birds. So far we’ve 
new members joining during the displayed mostly at festivals for ducks 
show. and plants. WSO offered a discount at 

° Reception hosted by WSO at the its Expo booth and got 29 or 30 new 
Leigh Yawkey Woodson Museum on members. It was a different and inter-
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esting experience for us. We are not space in Mary Ann Cofrin Hall, a $20 
going to be at the 2001 Ducks Unlim- million academic building that will in- 
ited Greater Outdoor Festival; itis kind clude new facilities for the Richter Mu- 
of expensive for our state of finances. seum of Natural History, University 

The big six-panel display board used Herbarium, and headquarters for the 
at such gatherings is being redone by Cofrin Arboretum. A permanent room 
Judith Huf, who will bring it up to date has been constructed for WSO Ar- 
with some changes in activities; the chives on the lower level, adjacent to 
new display board will be ready by the _ the Richter Museum. 
end of August for the Midwest Birding I also developed a pre-proposal for a 
Symposium (MBS). funding request from the Joyce Foun- 

dation, a philanthropic organization 
Records—Jim Frank—The Records that supports efforts to protect the nat- 

Committee reviewed the following rare ural environment of the Great Lakes. 
bird reports during 2000: The pre-proposal was submitted in 

April, but we are not likely to be con- 

No. of Not sidered for funding until 2002. The 
Season Reports Accepted Accepted proposal requests funds to cover pub- 

lication costs of Wisconsin’s Favorite Bird 
Fall 2000 81 76 5 Haunts and the Atlas of Breeding Birds of 
Summer 2000 18 iW 2 Wisconsin, in addition to a special sym- Spring 2000 7 62 9 Lo . : 5 Winter 1999-2000 18 17 1 posium in conjunction with the 2003 

Totals 183 166 17 WSO convention in Green Bay. 

New additions to the state list were Scholarships and Grants—Janine 
Smew, MacGillivray’s Warbler, White- ?/—The Nelson Award for 2001 is winged Dove, Broad-billed Humming- awarded to Terri Beth Peters for Com- 
bird, Ash-throated Flycatcher, and parative Numbers and Reproductive Success 

Rufous-crowned Sparrow. The state list of Black Ti ens a Seleched Wetlands uk now stands at 416 species. Southeastern Wisconsin during 2000 vs. 

The Records Committee was com- 2001. . 
prised of Janine Polk, Bob Domagalski, WSO Scholarships are awarded to 
Dennis Gustafson, Scott Baughman, Michelene M. oO Connor, for Migratory and Jim Frank. and Resident Avifauna Use of Milwaukee 

. County Zoological Gardens; William E. 

Research—Robert Howe—During this Stout, tor an Urban Coop ers Hawk Nese Bs ing Study in the Metropolitan Milwaukee year my efforts as WSO Research Chair : : 
. “ Area; Dennis A. Hassly and Kent D. have been devoted mainly to work with : . : : Hall, for American Kestrels on Buena Vista the Breeding Bird Atlas and WSO Ar- . . . : 3 4 and Leola Grasslands; and Mike Moss- chives. The Wisconsin Breeding Bird on -). as 

man, for Transcribing the Field Notes of Atlas (WBBA) Data Management Cen- a 
1 . W. E. Snyder. 

ter has continued to operate success- 

fully and within budget at the UW- 
Green Bay office. As of August 2001, Web Site Coordinator—Jennifer Da- 
the operations will move into new  vis—During the year 2000, the follow-
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ing work was done on the WSO web notified as to their commitment. The 

site: 2001 Youth Birder Spotlight recipient 

* Site Menu revised and updated was Seth Cutright, and a feature story 

° News section updated from selected on Seth appeared inn the May issue 0 

articles from The Badger Birder and : oe 
The Passenger Pigeon I continue to conduct youth birding 

° Hotline " Re a . kept wedated workshops for teachers and students. I 

thanks to _ Benne. ke aa — was at the Wausau School Forest and 

the nan report miesiaes oan Horicon Marsh Bird Festival in early 

wWidieds inv die-web Gles on the “Mayisivivg, malls aad presenting bite 
WSO web site ing activities. I have been working with 

eImportant Dates section updated the planning committce for’ the Mid: 
(field trips, meetings, etc.) once a west Birding Symposium to be held in 

month based on The Badger Birderand iate| Sumamer a a have attended 

information sent to me by birders. ihites Of the planning ne thus far 
* Passenger Pigeon table of contents and shared my knowledge in the area 

added as each new issue published of youth infusion activities). I will be 

° State Bird Checklist updated (this leading a youth WORKSHOP called 

was a year for additions!). Bik n, Bird’n and Bytes” at the sym- 

¢ Online Forms for single-county and Pe on Saturday, September ae 

multi-county reports created. will incorporate birding by ‘bike and 

¢ Christmas Counts section created the computer (software), utilizing the 

with individual count coordinator Bay Beach a Sor Whee and ne 

contact information and state map P . . y 
indicating count locations. the all-morning session. I worked at the 

¢ Wisconsin Organizations, Birder WSO booth at the: Ducks Uniimuted 
Contacts, atid Web Links sections up- Festival in Oshkosh last August and fo- 

dated ~” - . cused my attention on the children en- 

e¢ WSO Bookstore section revised to re- tering the exhibits with their parents, 

flect change to limited selections now handing out youth-related materials to 
available from the Reels. the youngsters. Lalso worked at the or- 

e Administration section updated to ganization § booth at the bret annual 
reflect change of Officers and Com- Wild Bird and Backyard Habitat Expo 

mites Chait in Waukesha last fall and shared WSO 

° ~ with the many teachers who came to 

Youth Education Coordinator—Steve the booth. I sent out a dozen educa- 

Kupcho—This year I attended three out _ tional packets that they had requested 
ip ¥ P y q 

of the four board meetings for the so- for classroom use. These packets are 

ciety. The ‘Budding Birder’’ column the same ones that I developed for 

in The Badger Birder continues to con- teachers at other workshops in which 

tain articles on the youth grant awards _ I’ve taken part. 

through the Fledgling Fund partici- The year, once again, was challeng- 

pants. Two birding summaries from ing and rewarding, as new venues (e.g., 

last year’s awardees have not yet been Midwest Birding Symposium, Wild 

returned, and the students have been Bird Expo) seem to open up yearly.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS and were discussed at length in April. 
It was evident that something had to be 

The reading committee for the an- done, though we did not want to sig- 
nual minutes of 2001 was named: Kent nificantly reduce benefits (such as pub- 

Hall, Jim Anderson, and Ann Swengel. lishing only six issues of The Badger 
Birder per year or reducing the number 

NEw BusINnEss of pages in The Passenger Pigeon). Alex 
commented that the payment for Life 

The WSO Treasurer, Alex Kailing, membership, for instance, goes en- 
spoke on the need to increase WSO tirely to the Endowment Fund and that 
dues. As per the WSO Bylaws, the WSO must cover these membership 
Board of Directors determined the costs. 
requisite increase in dues and notified It was proposed that WSO make the 
the WSO membership at least 15 days following dues increases effective next 
before a vote could be taken at a WSO year (that is, starting with October 
annual business meeting. 2001 renewals): Single, $30; Family, 

Alex briefly presented the history of — $35; Sustaining, $75; Senior, $15; Life, 
adjusting WSO dues to cover the costs $600 for Single and $700 for Family; 
of maintaining publications and other Patron, $1,000; Library, $25; Youth, 
member services. There was an addi- $15; and Foreign, an additional $5. It 
tion of a youth membership category was moved and seconded that these 
in 2000. categories be established. The motion 

Alex admits that we should have carried by voice vote. 
been watching the increasing costs Questions arose. It was suggested 
more closely, especially for paper and that WSO send The Badger Birder by 
printing. WSO members regularly re- email rather than by mail, thereby sav- 
ceive certain benefits (Passenger Pigeon, ing both printing and mailing costs. 
Badger Birder, services such as renew- Alex replied that several people had 
als); WSO income (from dues, Pigeon proposed this, and that he intended to 
subscriptions, advertising) must at least survey the membership to see how 
cover the costs of these benefits. It is many would be interested (about 30- 
very apparent that this isno longer the 40% of members have provided an 
case; comparing membership costs of — email address). It can be done, Alex 
1996 and 2000, one sees that The Pas- said; he will get a feeling from the 
senger Pigeon cost $22 per member to membership survey in the next Birder. 
produce in 1996, and $35 per member Alex was asked to explain why in- 
in 2000. The per-member cost of pub- come from investments goes up sub- 
lishing The Passenger Pigeon alone in- stantially, and to explain what are 
creased 72%. The Badger Birder experi- WSO’s sizable investments. He replied 
enced a similar increase (and there has that the WBBA is a good example of a 
already been a start on reducing Birder sizable investment, though the WSO 

costs). treasury is only holding the total sum; 
Alex made several cost-reduction the Midwest Birding Symposium pre- 

proposals to the WSO Board of Direc- sents a similar situation. Income from 
tors; the ideas were honed in January interest does not rise proportionally
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because interest rates are now only 2%; outstanding naturalist and conserva- 

Alex is trying to get short-term certifi-  tionist. 

cates of deposit to increase interest in- After a request for additional nomi- 

come. nations from the floor, it was moved 

Steve Kupcho, chair of the WSO that the WSO nominations be ac- 

Nominating Committee, presented the cepted as presented. It was seconded 

committee report for May 2001. The and the motion carried. 

Nominating Committee, composed of It was announced that the Midwest 

Christine Reel, Nancy Stevenson, and Birding Symposium will be held in 

Tod Highsmith, offered the following Green Bay from August 30 to Septem- 

slate of officers to serve WSO from now _ ber 2, 2001. 

until May 2002: President, Bill Brooks; Outgoing President Sumner Matte- 

Vice President, Daryl Christensen; Sec- son expressed his appreciation for be- 

retary, Jane Dennis; Treasurer, Alex ing able to share the expertise and 

Kailing; and Editor, Tod Highsmith. knowledge of WSO birders. “It’s been 

A brief introduction to Daryl Chris- an honor and a privilege to serve,” 

tensen was provided. Daryl is a pro- Sumner said, and he gave the gavel to 

fessional fisherman who guides and the new WSO president, Bill Brooks. 

participates in fishing tournaments. _ Bill thanked Sumner for the last four 

He assisted with bird projects of the years, for doing “‘a really, really good 

Wisconsin Bureau of Endangered Re- job.” 

sources for 20 years, most notably con- It was moved and seconded that the 

cerned with Forster’s Tern manage- 2001 WSO annual business meeting be 

ment and monitoring on Puckaway adjourned. The motion was seconded 

Lake. He has participated in the WBBA and carried by voice vote. 

for the past five years, contributing sig- The WSO annual business meeting 

nificantly to its database. He is an adjourned at 2:45 P.M.
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Jack R. Bartholmai is an amateur wild- Notes. He now assists WSO by compil- 
life photographer and wood sculptor, 178 and SHRUBS, the annual May 
His current focus is photographing the Day Counts and Migration Day Counts, birds of Dodge County, his stomping and is the Records Committee Chair. 
grounds since 1972. His photos appear He is a veterinarian in Milwaukee with 

frequently in local newspapers, trave] 97 terest in avian medicine. 
brochures, calendars, and maps. 
—_— — eee 

Theodore J. Gostomski is the Staff Bi- 
ologist and LoonWatch Coordinator at 

William S. Brooks is Professor of Biol- the Sigurd Olson Environmental Insti- 
ogy at Ripon College, specializing in tute in Ashland. 
ornithology and ecology. He was in- Se 
volved with WBBA atlasing in Mar- 

quette, Waushara, and Green Lake Kent D. Hall is a retired Professor of 
Counties for six years, and wee wre Biology from UW-Stevens Point, with a Eo tcamtnucsbesene nase fr ng in Forage Coun . . North America, and foreign countries. 
eee ‘EM: Wimaen Gaee Be He is currently involved in an Ameri- 

ue ake, Winnebago County, the can Kestrel research project in the largest prairie pothole east of the Mis- Buena Vista Giasdlands and will begin 
SISSIPP! and the center of Red-necked a project there on Eastern Bluebirds Grebe distribution in the state. in the summer of 2002. He is Vice- 
— President of the Aldo Leopold Chapter 

of the National Audubon Society. 

David J. Flaspohler is an assistant pro- 
fessor in the School of Forestry and ® Wiad Wiialasa, o Dm a 
Wood Products at Michigan Techno- R. Tod Highsmith 1s'a freelance ene logical University. He earned his mas- ronmental sciences writer and is editor 
ters and doctorate at UW-Madison. His ©f The Passenger Pigeon. He received 4, 
primary research interests include the Ph.D. in Zoology from the University 
effects of forest management on song- of Massachusetts at Amherst, where he birds and other organisms. studied the vocal behavior of wood- 

warblers. i ., 
Sa, 

Jim Frank has been one of WSO’s most John Idzikowski is an ornithologist 
active contributors to Seasonal Field who has taught at UW-Milwaukee and 
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nature centers throughout southeast- gram of the Bureau of Endangered Re- 

ern Wisconsin. A past WSO president — sources of the Wisconsin Department 

and seasonal field editor for The Passen- of Natural Resources. He is a regular 

ger Pigeon, he enjoys birding the Lake contributor to The Passenger Pigeon. 

Michigan shoreline and taking digital, § 2 _____________- 

photographs of birds. 

eS a ere 

a Mark S. Peterson, the fall field note 

Alex F. Kailing is WSO’s treasurer and compiler, is a registered nurse. He is a 

Membership Committee chair, and is 1992 recipient of the Silver Passenger 

one of the organization’s longest- Pigeon award. 

serving board members. So aan n—a— 

ena, 

Kenneth I. Lange is the retired Natu- Betsy Popp is a wildlife ania if Tow: 

ralist of Devil’s Lake State Park. He has sen Se ch _e works ma etek 

a master’s degree from the University ° ai ay nee ms ons Wa! on 

of Arizona. Ken has been a frequent ane oil Pastels. when not Penne she 

contributor to WSO publications, as a enjoys photography: TeCermy, an 

field note compiler and author of ar- 8- 

ticles and the book Breeding Birds of the OT 

Baraboo Hills. He formerly worked at 

the Smithsonian Institution’s U.S. Na-_—_§_ 

tional Museum. He is the 1998 recipi: Paul W. Rasmussen is a biometrician 

ent of WSO’s Silver Passenger Pigeon for the Wisconsin Department of Nat- 

award. ural Resources, Bureau of Integrated 

__ Science Services. He is also involved 

with the design and analysis of numer- 

——— _ ous WDNR bird projects. 

Steve Lubahn graduated from the Mil- 

waukee Institute of Art and Design in 

1994. He has always been a nature 

lover, but recently became interested EL io. 

in birding and a member of WSO. He William K. Volkert we wildlife educa- 

is currently working with acrylics, tor and naturalist for the Wisconsin 

painting bird images in large format at Department of Natural Resources at 

his Milwaukee home. Horicon Marsh. He coordinates the In- 

' ternational Lake Baikal Project in 

Siberia, Russia, and has traveled exten- 

ively in the Canadian Arctic and Cen- 

Sumner W. Matteson is an avian ecol- tral and South America. 

ogist working in the momegame pro ATH 
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Red-winged Blackbird by Jack Bartholmai



The Practical Side of Inter-American 

Bird Conservation 

Birders’ Exchange is a joint project of the Manomet Center for 

Conservation Sciences and the American Birding Association. It aims 

to assist in the conservation of Neotropical migrant and resident birds 

by filling a need for basic equipment and tools in Latin America and 

the Caribbean. 

Birders’ Exchange is working to get the tools to people who need 

them. By effectively recycling important optical equipment and other 

supplies, North American birders will help empower grassroots 

research, bird conservation, and environmental education in Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

Please send your financial contributions and equipment (in good 

working order only, please) to either of the following organizations: 

Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences 

Birders’ Exchange 

81 Stage Point Road 
PO Box 1770 = 
Manomet, MA 02345 

508-224-6521 

American Birding Association 

Birders’ Exchange 

rom, ee Shes Birders' Exchange 

Colorado Springs, CO 80934 

719-578-9703 

http://americanbirding.org/programs/consbex.htm
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Wisconsin’ 
FAVORITE 

BIRD HAUNTS . - Wisconsin's 
_ | Favorite 

| Bird Haunts, 
~s=7 )j,. | Fourth Edition (2000) 

Pte 
~ FOURTHEDITION.—_ : cues gaat 

ee ee 

Compiled and edited by Daryl Tessen with contributions from 

birders throughout the state. Features artwork by Thomas 

Schultz, David Kuecherer, Rockne Knuth, Judith Huf and 

Jeannie Perry. 

¢ Covers all 72 counties 

¢ Contains 135 favorite haunts "A WASTERN GRART COUNTY 

detailing more than 1,000 areas Se REee eee 

Includes detailed directions as well EESeSasee Se 

as a map for each location ae a 

e Features some 45 bird illustrations, fem. geod 

15 of them in color oe ee Yoh 
© Includes a list of 400 valid yee 

Wisconsin state species and 15 ii pa an? 

hypothetical species (current as of Wee ok LE 

January 2000) BS a5. 

This book, designed for durability and 4 

functionality, is printed on heavy = 

coated paper and has a spiral binding sac ae rt 

so it lies flat when open. : 

6" by 9". 544 pages. 
a 

Contact WSO Bookstore for price and ordering information. 
262-547-6128 or dcreel@execpc.com



THE WISCONSIN SOCIETY FOR ORNITHOLOGY 

The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology is an educational and scientific non-profit organization 
founded in 1939 “to encourage the study of Wisconsin birds.” The Society achieves this goal 
through programs in research, education, conservation, and publication. 
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