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FOREWORD 

It is with great pleasure that we publish this fourth in were excluded because they did not add to the specific 

the series of handbooks of the Elvehjem’s permanent purpose of this publication; for our audiences, the value 

collection. of the hoard lies primarily in the fact that it is a hoard 

Coins, because of their abundance and intimate and as such offers the opportunity to make studied 

connections to the ruling elite of the ancient Greco- comparisons of the various contemporary mints 

Roman world, offer a unique insight into the historical represented. We would encourage numismatists and 

events of their time and into the social history of power students to undertake such a study in the near future. 

and propaganda. The Elvehjem’s excellent collection of We are very grateful to Professor Herbert Howe 

ancient coins represents an invaluable teaching resource who so graciously researched and wrote the current 

to the various departments at the UW-Madison for catalogue. Retired from teaching classics at the 

which that part of the world and those fertile times in its UW-Madison in 1982 after a long and distinguished 

history are the focus of intellectual investigation and scholarly career, Professor Howe has been both an 

analysis. The personages portrayed on the coins and the advocate of and a key contributor to the Elvehjem’s 

wonderfully exquisite aesthetic qualities they possess educational mission. Since the museum opened in 1970 

are also a source of great enjoyment for those of us who Professor Howe has given generously of his knowledge 

like simply to wonder every now and then about what life and experience mission to this museum. In the fall of 

was like back in those distant days. 1999, the Elvehjem introduced a display of coins with 

In all, thanks to a few generous benefactors, the text and labels written by Herbert Howe to make the 

Elvehjem Museum of Art owns 3,746 ancient coins. Of material more readily accessible to many visitors. But we 

this number, 2,899 comprise a hoard of bronze Roman are able to present a much greater selection with more 

imperial coins, mostly of the fourth and fifth centuries extensive text in this catalogue, with coins selected and 

A.D. and minted in the Greek Eastern Empire. The text written by Professor Howe. 

remaining 847 coins include examples from the ancient The Elvehjem’s collection of ancient coins has 

Near East, Greece, and Rome and range in date from the been donated over the years by these generous 

sixth century B.c. to the end of the fourth century a.p. benefactors: Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, Mr. and Mrs. 

The present publication, intended as an introduction to Ellis E. Jensen, Mr. Jon Holtzman, Mr. Paul Holtzman, 

ancient coinage for Elvehjem visitors, includes 174 and Professor Herbert M. Howe. 

representative coins drawn from the latter group. The We are grateful for the support of the National 

selected coins, combined with sixteen coins on Endowment for the Arts and Brittingham Fund, Inc. for 

permanent loan to the Elvehjem from the State making this publication possible. 

Historical Society of Wisconsin and four coins from local 

private collectors offer a good overview of coinage in the 

ancient world. We do hope that the loans will eventually Russell Panczenko 

find a permanent home here. Coins from the hoard, Director 

donated to the museum in the late 1970s by Paul and 

Jon Holtzman, being somewhat homogenous in type, 
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ANCIENT COINS 
Herbert M. Howe 

Coins are bits of metal whose weight is guaranteed by exchanged for five nickels, five-cent pieces. We see in 

some governmental authority and which are accepted catalogue numbers 10 through 17 a series of Greek silver 

as equivalent to goods for which they can be pieces, fractions and multiples of the drachma. 

exchanged. They first appear in the early sixth century Ancient coins differ in many ways from modern 

B.c. in Lydia, in western Asia Minor. There may have coins. Their edges are only more or less circular, and 

been earlier attempts to establish means of exchange; they were not “milled,” given a cogwheellike edge to 

the gold “button” of Iran (cat. no. |) of about 1500 B.c. is prevent people from trimming off a bit of metal. They 

an example, as are the copper ingots found in rarely have rims at the edge or the very low relief which 

shipwrecks of a somewhat later period, neither of which make it possible to stack modern coins, but which force 

has any indication of authority. Many early coins were the designer to think in pictorial rather than sculptural 

of electrum, a natural alloy of gold and silver in Asian terms. Dates were not placed on ancient coins until 

river sands, but gold or silver generally replaced it. about 300 B.c. and not regularly then: the portrait of a 

Bronze (copper alloyed with tin) was the usual metal of ruler would change, but if he was on the throne for 

Italy. twenty years that would not precisely identify the year a 

The precious metals were struck: a bar would be coin was struck. Some, but by no means all, Roman 

sawn into blanks of approximately the right weight. One emperors give annual dates. Finally, ancient coins were 

of these would be heated and placed on an obverse changed far more frequently than modern coins; in this 

(heads) die set in an anvil. A reverse (tails) die would they are more like our postage stamps. 

be placed on top to be struck with a hammer. The Coins, which are peculiarly difficult to display, are 

obverse die was a bit of hardened bronze with a design shown in this catalogue all at approximately | '/2 inches 

cut into it, while the reverse die, more apt to slip, was at diameter to provide magnification. Some are so badly 

first little more than a metal bar with a pattern of teeth worn that inscriptions are nearly illegible. But even with 

on its end. Early Roman bronze coins, such as cat. nos. these difficulties, coins can be rewarding to the student 

68, 69,-70, 71, were cast. of art and to the historian. 

These early coins have no inscriptions, although 

the invention of the Greek alphabet is usually dated to Note 

the eighth century B.c., a couple of centuries before the Gold coins (aurum) are designated AU 

earliest coins. We have little information about how Electrum coins are designated EL 

many people could read at any time, but they all could Silver coins (argentum) are designated AR 

recognize the badges of cities—the turtle of Aegina, the Bronze coins (aes) are designated AE 

head of Athena of Athens. When eventually inscriptions The front or face of the coin is called the obverse; the 

appeared, they were no more than abbreviations, like Q back of the coin is called the reverse. 

for Corinth or AE for Athens. Early inscriptions might 

read either left to right or right to left. Abbreviations for references found on page 79. 

Any system of coinage needs several 

denominations, and, if more than one metal is in use, 

some sort of equivalence must be enforced. For 

example, today twenty-five copper cents can be 
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S a 
ee oa ; 

Ti a gre”... sy : 
as + ata’ AU “button,” 20.6 mm 
a ae 4 Iran, Amlash period, ca. 1500 B.c. 
i ee ‘ Uniface, dotted cross 
“eo . * ads 5 : 
nt pare pos " Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis E. Jensen, 69.11.1 

ewe etedeacn tea mK, 
> i. This early example was possibly used as 

we ee 3 a medium of exchange. 
i me CG 

, ee Pd ye 

eenpaee gos 

PEER YS Faia a cAI Ce) So EE SRR ea 
Pen 7 E | a ey Sa shes 

ay 2; See e 

, a AR didrachm, 22.2 mm, 10.50 g s — ip, 
ci ’ Mint: Lydia _ . a ee ™ c 

4 Se eS Croesus, ca. 550 B.c. EH es ¥ 
Fd » . he : Obverse: lion and bull facing each other a ht Ed Hee 

ig WE = Reverse: two incuse (punched-in) squares oe Ai 

eg Ref. BM Lydia I, 17, Lockett 2980 — 
ad Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.255 

Ps 

3. 

EL '/2 stater, 7.9 mm 

7 Mint: Cyzicus (Mysia), ca. 600 B.c ee P 

_ * Obverse: tunny fish _ 
& a Reverse: incuse square 4 ‘3 , 

4 a Ref. BM Mysia III, 21 a 4 

od Lent by Emily Howe Wilson, 4.1991.1 , 

So small a coin, of valuable metal and easily lost, would not . © = 
circulate much; rather, it would be hoarded. . 

wee aS: a ba 8 
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ANCIENT COINS 

ay e ee ee ee : 2 y AR stater, 20.6 mm, 12.37 g pas | \ EN’ 

hd 4) ae Mint: Thera, ca. 575 B.C. a She ek 4 ett ; 
on if ri Obverse: two dolphins ra, ? Kd | 
| & ce A a | Reverse: incuse square divided into ag i e H : | 

m i % a % four triangular parts p pe > Py 4 
a ee) Ref. BM B 62, 17 A pes gee 
nee re Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.315 an ae 

ESS we on : a aan ne) ps. Pike 

on fa ee oa 

ay oe of aa a ‘ a oe 

ég 7 " } ia ig r be # VB Dy ee 5. Sy & ior, 2 i 

p a se AR siglos, 14.3 mm, 5.55 g , A ; ‘ oy a oe © ry ay he Bes 5 ici , ‘ Mint: Persia ee hr ety » 2 ae To os “ae Darius I, ca. 500 B.c. eg a Mo 
ey ys aan - 2 Obverse: king kneeling, to left, ne ft 
ae Ba | SJ Re holding spear and bow, wearing tiara mS oe ‘ : M4 d 
. + “2 ‘ . a Reverse: irregular incuse bY “a ~~ 

q ee SE Be Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.26 ae Se Oe hie 

3 ss ag Bs: 
hee Bea aes a an See 

= e 6 CT 
ad — a AR siglos, 14.3 mm, 5.35 g a Se t & ef 
y P % Mint: Persia ia : a 

a Pe i Darius |, ca. 500 B.c. re ‘ a 
fe 4 Obverse: king kneeling, to left, on : ‘a oe oa : oe iS ‘ oe 
aan E = holding spear and bow, wearing tiara fee iT P =a 
oan 1, 2 Reverse: irregular incuse * a 7 erat 

So an) oe Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis E. Jensen, 69.11.2 =a Bice! 
7a a pe is aero a rp Pees. Pa 
ee TF 

PS ra eae ce LF ea ees anes 

if
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te 7. 
ir AE sextans, cast, 25 mm, 15.54 g 

Mint: Tuder (Umbria), ca. 290 B.c. 

- & Obverse: ornamental trident; at left, TV (Tuder, modern 

Todi); at right, two pellets 

Reverse: locust; on either side, pellet 

Ref. BMC Italy 33.5 

Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.485 

Rau SER en eer me 8. IOS SSS EE TNR EE acct a AR denarius, 19.1 mm  aummmmmta i 
a. sg Mint: Rome, T. Carisius, 46-45 B.c. a F : ‘ 
a, Ne if a Obverse: head of Juno Moneta, to right; behind, MONETA na LISS ee 
ff BR r Wk OREN Reverse: instruments for making coins: the anvil and /. ~ é » 

6 i WY ASSES Seema §—§— lie for obverse, with reverse die above; on left, tongs; Pes Foe et, h 
WJ ae gee , on right, hammer; above, T CARISIVS k Ps a 
Sees SN Ref, BMC 4057; CRR 982a : ry i 

eR ae, ae Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J Frank, 1979.269 ee ea a 
op ie Lf y Moneta, in whose temple precinct money was struck, is S { Sia on ae 
Vn ae translated “She who gives warning.” In 390 B.c. the Gauls . 
Tayi Aa Rei y attacked Rome and tried to seize the capitol by night. The os pa 

SN — Re ie garrison, however, was warned by the honking of the faithful Rae Pre By 
— — geese of the goddess—hence her name. ae SS 

poe | 9. aoe : 
AR denarius, 19.1 mm . 

i Mint: Rome, M. Calidius, Q. Metellus, Cn. Fulvius, i = 
" I _ 117-116 B.c. 

J ey Obverse: head of Roma right; behind, ROMA 

“we Reverse: Victory in chariot at right, holding wreath 

= Ref. Crawford 284.1b; CRR 539a; BMC Italy 477 

ot 9 Ay Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.214 : 

q N I ie nt y : This coin illustrates the sort of slip possible in hand-made i Ss yi 

oo / si coins. The moneyers struck a coin, which stuck to the reverse i pf 
aon x Pacha die. The next blank they struck had a real “heads” impression, ees aes ‘SS wd 4 
Ee SS sar from the obverse die, and a ghostly one, from the “heads” of ae a a MS 
Se the coin ust struck RUT ee RO 
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ANCIENT COINS 

10. 
AR plated tetradrachm, 23 mm, 13.79 g 

Mint: Athens, 406-393 B.c. aicia 
ll Obverse: head of Athena, to right ; Se ae 

pe i Reverse: owl standing, to right, head facing front ; a o 

a SF = Gift of Mr. and Mrs, Arthur J. Frank, 1979.220 ae 
ie ee 4 ee | At the end of the Peloponnesian War, silver ran short, and to . oh <f 
RS =~ ri save metal the Athenians were forced to issue copper cores 5 
ee es = 7 dipped in molten silver, producing a “coinage of necessity.” cs 
La ; \ 

Pie ff: The reverse plainly shows places where silver has worn off. - " 

WEIGHTS AND DENOMINATIONS 

Throughout history many names of coins have been derived from the names of weights: the English pound, from Latin pondus 

(weight); the Spanish onza, from Latin uncia (ounce); the Italian lira, from Latin libra (pound), used first for copper, and then in 

the Greek form, litra, for a weight of silver of equivalent value. The Greeks used several standards, notably that of the stater. But 

the most important standard was that of Athens, shown here, based on the drachma of about 4.4 grams of silver, which 

equaled 6 obols. There was a tradition of an older iron coinage elsewhere in Greece, in the form of rods or “spits” (abeloi); six of 

these made a “handful” (drachma). The names passed over to silver coinage. 

Most Athenian coins have a head of Athena on the obverse and an owl, the sacred bird of Athena, on the reverse. 

[eae ps 
iste Bs z Ps "G 
= /, S J |g " 

if, Ae U1. Me he ds 
Ni) r) RAS Am ‘ AR tetradrachm, 24 mm, 17.18 g | Uy mf % hi >» 
ei ") AA C4 Mint: Athens, ca. 430 B.c pi eg OB 
GX . RY, Obverse: helmeted head of Athena, facing right ae) es a 
. ¢. Re) WS wid f Reverse: owl, spray of olive leaves, crescent moon; alle é S i 

Dm Pi Nw) 5 2 A@E, all in incuse square i if” pe © 
i | ; ie y Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 197.248 a me Ro : = ~/4 

‘ ge nn a 
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ar : %, ae oe ae LT 2 A . 
ig oN ; ~~ : b \ : AR drachma, 126 mm, 4.15 g a rt j re ee | 
2 Mima ; i \ Mint: Athens, ca. 450 B.c. 4 oy 9 
i rc 7 1 bs By. ‘ Obverse: helmeted head of Athena, facing right ; —— % 

fey soe vs Reverse: owl with olive spray and crescent moon; 4 

AN nm ao A®@E, all in incuse square Pas 4 
Soh, : oi Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 197.249 Ke 
Nae ‘ Pe: oe é ,] 
0 . a oe ‘ 4 . ‘. 
Oo a Ww. Bs Ase ee se 
é a ae Ae ae a < 

13. a Pe 

. . AR triobol (hemidrachm), 12.70 mm, 2.04 g hd paw: * % 
ae” tip Mint: Athens, ca. 450 B.c. Fs ee \ 

¥ Sag # C1 M4 Obverse: helmeted head of Athena, facing right pis 

. ss Si Reverse: full-face owl, wings closed; olive leaves, no ay he aa’ . 
2 24. er) moon, A@E , ee Mees ek 

} os J Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.250 \ = re F/ 
" Jf “ , 

eS . ™ oe 

a 14. " ea 
a A ae ; AR diobol, 11.1 mm, 1.30 g 4 Lb 

t. AY: bi Mint: Athens, ca. 380 B.c. 
we : Obverse: helmeted head of Athena, facing right o 

a Reverse: owl with two bodies and only one head, with 7 an 4 ms 
— We og : * 3 s . Ry 7) 4 wings open; olive sprig at either side ee 

\ wm a Ref. BM Attica 17.77 a a ~ 
or : Fe 

¢ 3 Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.86 p ee - A : id “ ee) 
- x Len 
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ANCIENT COINS 

SR aaa Ak 23 ai 
oie af 33) = a 

. ; 15. a peer 

. | AR obol, 9.5 mm, 0.67 g 
f er Mint: Athens, ca. 450 B.c. 

¥ . i We 2 Obverse: helmeted head of Athena, facing right ¥ 

SY 6) co es Reverse: owl standing sideways, head facing front; one a“ ’ a 

t Ss, bd J olive leaf and berry, AQE in incuse square 5 m a J 

f —_—s Ko Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.251 \" * 

in \ ms i ~ - 

eo NG . a Pe ee MWS Re es wg 
bee ae ee SES 
dE RET amar | [aie weer oe ee 

i 16. - 

~~ AR tritartemorion, 7.9 mm, 0.50 g 

ll Mint: Athens, ca. 380 B.c. 
a Obverse: helmeted head of Athena, facing right 

, ¥ Reverse: three crescents with horns turned in, AOE 
Ref. BM Attica 18.187 

' Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.93 i , 

ii 1 Pe » - 7 

" the 

gf be 17, 
yy * - AR hemiobol, 6.4 mm, 0.335 g 

Fj Mint: Athens, ca. 380 B.c. ¥ = 

¢ os Pa y Obverse: helmeted head of Athena, facing right ee 

ae im Cl Reverse: owl standing with olive leaf, in incuse square; ne 
m 4 a cen 

, OG ee no inscription x cat hd 
ai, sj : Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.252 al . 

bas fs J f “7 . 

ar ae | i = i * ore 
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ELVEHJEM 

ee a bas he a ae = 

: 18. ae 
AR tetartemorion, 6.4 mm, 0.16 g j ‘ ; 

‘ Mint: Athens, ca. 420 B.c. : " 

<i Obverse: helmeted head of Athena, facing right : 3 

ae . Reverse: crescent with horns up; above, AOE 4 ls 

hms Ref. BM Attica 1.197-206 
7 . Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.85 %4 

4 Rn See . " 

e : P es ea ‘ 
ee aa oe < ; . 

COIN TYPES OF GREEK CITIES 

Until the late fourth century b.c., when the portraits of rulers appeared, Greek cities generally kept the same types on their 

coins year after year. The types shown here, with little attention to chronology, are some of the best known and most 

important examples, but they are only a few of the several hundred known. A group of Athenian tetradrachms shows the 

evolution over about three centuries. 

I eel REF 

beet " 19. ; 
e et AR tetradrachm, 20.6 mm, 17.32 ¢ Ag 3) P ae 

as Oi ee | oN i? Mint: Athens, ca. 500 B.c. VK iY eee ae! 
. a, ow Shee cs Obverse: head with bulbous full-face eye and smiling eae Bee eek 
a a b> > \ FJ ae mouth (all conventions of the archaic style) 4 i Pe € <i s me: 

_* , . - x e a a = is 5 
xs hea y Reverse: owl, standing upright to right, head facing x ri di “er i 

a Ne 2 & 4 front; olive sprig behind all in shallow incuse square; \ i ; } we T v: a \AIOE \ V4 ee kote 

ee of th J 2 Ref. Seltman 49, pl. I. Se eer 
ss Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.218 ay 
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ANCIENT COINS 

- a — 

4 —_ 

Ze 20 Wes; 
F } — AR tetradrachm, 25 mm, 17.18 g EK, SP 

4; Pie 3 Mint: Athens, ca. 450 B.c ; <-> Be pe | 
7 Se Obverse: Athena helmeted 5 J ss ‘Se H 

S ye a — Reverse: owl, with olive spray and crescent moon, AOE A eee “ f 

~ / Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.247 PP < od - 
- a See ig inf i 

a ~ “se 
ae ae SS. 

Y = 
. 21. * nr 

Pe ee AR tetradrachm, 23.8 mm, 17.00 g ae 78 
nn a“ Mint: Athens, ca. 410 B.c. 

> 1: a call Obverse: Athena mS 7 
. cs wake? Reverse: owl, head facing front, standing right, AOE ‘ ay ~~ 

Pate. ie “ag Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.219 Fs y 
i . 2 Pee al | 

* . al Test cuts on owl's cheek and Athena's neck. . Y/ 

. 4 es \ a 
L, == . oo Cee “a i od _ 

22. ~ : 
LP ae . AR tetradrachm, 22.2 mm, 16.76 g - y — 
Se Mint: Athens, 336-323 B.c. eS Sn 

4 =z DD == Obverse: head of Athena, to right, with helmet, profile ae ¥ 5 ae wall 

ey! 2 » , Satan eye wa ep 

* So) a “ey go ey Reverse: owl, standing right, facing head, olive sprig . wT nod Be ; 

x “aN 2 y and waning moon, AQE ins ae 

mei Se Ref, Svor. Pl 20, 34 eae a 7 
i ea gh Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.221 — a 
pane ad =i, ves 

wae, es Ry 
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ELVEHJEM 

ee ae a : — 

ay ay. NS, 55 e i 

PS aoe : AR tetradrachm, 31 mm, 16.70 g VE <atsd} 

Ey fa ie \. * Mint: Athens, 167 B.c. Wie CN 
aA 7” ee Z x Obverse: head of Athena in triple-crested helmet i Pes ui (wa Say 
REA is * & rig adorned with flying Pegasus Ma sea if. od ; 
eb ATES as “2 z \ ie ee Reverse: owl, to right facing, wings closed, standing on ight ie Pa ye : 

aA AS <9 amphora that lies on side; MENEA EITITENO MNS EAE Rn RY ge a ee AYSAN eke i SP ee 
D4 ms ok GE aS Ni ges eae 
ia ee. ee Gift of Mr, and Mrs. Arthur |. Frank, 1977.253 SEAN es eS 

- nt at This image is in the “new style,” dating from 196-87 B.c . ab a Ee Io 
eget LOE eH, 

GEES eR 24. OT tie 
A = Sam eee AR tetradrachm, 31 mm, 16.70 g dl 5 Va sy Ry Pe ’ I e . - B., 

Se = sey 1 Mint: Athens, 159 B.c. 4a eo / 
od SE So oe \ Obverse: Athena Parthenos, to right, wearing triple- thee Ss 4 Sew) \7 

fst (ES ee | crested helmet with flying Pegasus (ar Nay ie 
Pe em BA. 5 » EE 

le ff 4 oe SA ea Reverse: owl, to right, head facing front, wings closed; BS ria, wy sip dye 'd a 
eI EBily ee f)——above AOE, to left and right AYZAN TAAYKOS CHS GP ce. 
of eae i} A@HNOBI : ie adc J if 

4 % a af Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.254 Le me a, pF oY ? 
<a i . Lae : ‘Soe SS ake SOE 

to F oS This reverse is similar to cat. no. 23. The names inscribed on eeli ee: Ay 
“ io i: or P both coins—here Lysander, Glaukos, Athenobios—are those Ke freee + Ae 

< m Tito she a 
eae of annual moneyers. SE NES 

(ga aay a he ft Ny 5 
anh 25. as 4 e 
eo, say LLL Le ~ AR stater, 22.2 mm, 8.60 g f Va = S| aii ist 

fof Boe RY oe Mint: Corinth, fifth-fourth centuries .c e x : \ lo ASY $2 PP: 5 Rs , 
p | fee ngs aR Obverse: Pegasus flying to left; beneath, Q pe eed Loe \ 

MS ie i Bice + % Reverse: helmeted head of Athena, to left, wreath with em yA FE . LS) 
ten A a Nee bird to right ey ie oy 

PE AS ~ ; jan nd <A : =~ Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.244 XS — - 

¥ = = Ad Except on coins, the letter Q disappeared from the Greek gre 
jap. | ra alphabet but was kept in the Roman. ree, re 

» 
ei al 
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ANCIENT COINS 

rc 5 : " ~ 
pa: we 

Sh ‘a i> "*% Z a 

| eS soap 26 teen ye 
oe taf i S el . a, > ee ff PL TS “ AR stater, 22.2 mm, 8.38 g ey TD 
he eh. Mint: Syracuse, Corinthian type, 317-316 B.c. Sg aX, jp. Sf 
AN = A we Obverse: head of Athena, to right, with griffin on f <a 4 i m= 

ee e " helmet ae a i — ek 7 ‘ a r — 
; bs 2 ry Ee Se Reverse: Pegasus flying to left; below triskeles (three ¢ aN t “" 

= Eu Pe mee legs, joined at the top, radiating, later the emblem of eo we 

ee! AS bes Sicily), SYPAKOSION Ce ba ee o 

| Oe a Ref. BM Corinth 9 p ae 4 5 
a? ae rH a Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.230 NN Fad onnt Wy 

- aera a Ren kk. 

HE ‘ i] a a ‘S cae a , oka ig : ; Be BY} BS 
og " 27. wai We 
P r oe AR stater, 19.1 mm eam ¥ : ri ka 

‘ 4 / vy ae Mint: Aegina, ca. 480 B.c. OR, oe. De 
a 7 Obverse: smooth-shelled sea turtle 5 Xe 5 9 \ i 

. % t Reverse: incuse square divided into triangles a ) ’ . A) Pid 

: Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 197.245 “NS , 4 Pia) 
if — Ae ee 

a \ Bhs ‘Sx PT R —-_— 
a Hey Nag Be re 

nag Br SC. Sia sac 
re iy ee 28. eee i 

pir AR stater, 15.9 mm, 12.15 g 3 
: fs Mint: Aegina, ca. 500 B.c. is 

Obverse: smooth-shelled sea turtle , 

Reverse: incuse square divided into triangles rs ee 

2 Ref. BM Attica 133.95 ff. 

* Fs wy fF Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.72 ' 
, a Ss rs 

f ae ; From the earliest coins of the sixth century until about 456, ” , 

Fi ¢ j Aegina used the sea turtle with its smooth back marked by a q ae 
le ae j row of dots; from about 456 through the fourth century the ie “ Bd Ss 2 
ae oy coins are marked with a land tortoise, with its distinctive oe i Byte 
ae soak 2M pees es 

eGo se vib Pee a pattern of plates. perce es). chip dips a 

oa eee eee oS a aes 
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ELVEHJEM 

“ m i — 

Fo sea “i fa 
= re GS 29. s ¢ 
es AR obol, 11.1 mm, 0.85 g A. mee. i ie 

“> a Mint: Argos, before 332-229 B.c. ie H ee 
. I i 4 

a ie Obverse: protome (front half) of wolf ' } - ae 
ee cf Reverse: letter A in incuse square : Come 7 pe 

Te HE, . Ref. Grose, 231, 26 ee i YS i 

Se Lye Sort Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.314 AS Gee 
© sap ae so _ 

% aaa Ss — 

ae 50: es ee 
ier. R \ > ay oe 4 AR drachma, 14.3 mm, 2.59 g Barteicy Say oS yaa 

-e ee ~ Mint: Rhodes, 304-166 B.c. a we 
“oA ee 2 ab as Obverse: */s facing head of Helius, the sun god Ce ‘ee. . ® “3 we 
oe Wah ic eo Reverse: rose with bud; moneyer's name, FOPTOX ; iN MZ We $e: a) 

a, ~~ 2h iy mint mark, bow in case ARS VF ve ay 

Tae hi ant Nowe Ref. BM 166 : Ny = 
er oy rm iS 72 Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.257 E (A a Fe 

a? Ve Like many Greek towns, Rhodes used a punning type of image . * § i we Fay 
" # on its coinage a rose (POAOX, rodos). Similarly Melos * “A 

Z as employed an apple (in Greek, MEAOS, melos) and Leontini a te 
eal lion (AEON, leon). md 

a De gar Ee 
ae — See : 

es Ce : oS 
> fe 31. ey aed i 

Of if y » ‘ AR stater, 20.6 mm, 12.42 g aoa 
££ th se por) ie Mint: Thebes, 378-338 B.c. | AOD pe Se aa ‘ 
Belly f 4 . Obverse: Boeotian shield — | 

re =. 5M <7 Reverse: amphora (wine jar); at sides, AA MO. b " Ge sual & my 4 

' V4 ; Z nf " (moneyer’s name); above, club and ivy branch on left \ %, 2 AG 
AS handle of jar aN ym ? A 

4 ae Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 197.243 — 
. 

es 
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ANCIENT COINS 

ne 
es 
a 32. aaa aay 

: : AR stater, 17.5 mm 
‘ ‘ Mint: Thasos, 550-465 B.c. 

Fi Obverse: ithyphallic satyr carrying off nymph in long 
t : chiton : ta Pree ; 
3 £ - yf Reverse: quadripartite incuse square o 4 gba eg 

es Eo, Ref. BM Thrace 216.3 as 
7 f Za Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.151 ' 

: F.4 “ieee ee 

i ~~ Ee 
lari PR ne eS eae ee : 

Sos i Paes. eraser 

auc Bed 33. ce fi 
nol AR didrachm, 25 mm, 7.50 g i ‘ 

ag : Mint: Metapontum (South Italy), 550-480 B.c. 
Obverse: ear of barley; to the right, META; border of 

. dots between lines 

i Reverse: same as obverse, but incuse; no inscription 

: ‘ Ref, BM Italy 238.3 
Le es: Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.123 De 

aS : aa : 2 Note the curvature of this scyphate (cup-shaped) coin. ee : a 
jos’ RUSS Soa, 

See ee 2 Se 

hele Bante ogee 
ie a 34, i " : 

; AR stater, 20.6 mm 

Mint: Tarentum (South Italy), before 282 B.c. ie Pe , 4 

Obverse: naked horseman cantering to right y 

eae Ma Reverse: naked Taras, legendary founder of the city, ef 

4 a ae riding dolphin to left Z 
€e Si, Se Ref. BM Italy 194.253 : ia 

¥ A .\ \ Te Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.148 me S f a 
= “Ss y/ : bi According to legend, when Taras was shipwrecked, he was : XK Fs 

oe <a x 7 me ees picked up by a friendly dolphin and carried ashore. a - 3 

es oe es eee ee ioe oe ————— oI 
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ELVEHJEM 

ier 4 Y) } hy ‘ AR didrachm, 20.6 mm, 7.44 g Lae a as Leos ay 
if fi ms re oe os Mint: Neapolis (Naples), 300-241 B.c SS ee fot 

4 2 l% 5 an 4 a Bs Obverse: diademed head of water nymph Parthenope, i> ne oS i Pie 

r eR Nea MH ql to left; behind, trophy H 7 Need 

ia wn ry i Reverse: Nike (Victory), flying to right, crowning man- { : 6 We ag 
Wis “i Pd headed bull; below in exergue, NEOTIOAITON (of the \ a Pagont ~ Pye Le 

MS SF, people of Neapolis) si We is J rR ied 
ee Ref. BMC Italy 130 A eT 

Suk 4 Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.211 b fy, CPT. 

' Pre er ee = AR tetradrachm, 25 mm war Ye. | | 
J 3 tt Be Mint: Syracuse (Sicily), 478-440 B.c a3 Pz iw, % ; 

3 nag a Obverse: chariot at right; above, flying Nike (Victory) ‘i yu . 

yee Reverse: head of nymph Arethusa, to right; around, oom b 

é 7 ¥ four dolphins; SYPAKOXION (of the people of oe { 
4 ? j 7. Syracuse) X a i 
oe # _Lent by State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1.1990.2 | 7% iT ‘i, 
a / BS, . . BN, — / 
co ry If this head on the reverse is Demarete, wife of Gelon, ruler of wy / sag 
aN 7 or a the city, this is the earliest coin portrait known. e ~~ 7a f, £ a pes 

See . ey rear, F ° —— reek 

a 37. i arate 
we - AR 16 litrae, 26 mm pe 

¢ Mint: Syracuse, 274-216 B.c. ie No “4 

i Ne = Obverse: veiled head of Queen Philistis (wife of aah ee a Ss  é 
4 f Hieron), to left oe 

ak fe Reverse: quadriga, to right; BASIATZDA> ee oted 

= EE! WP Sa ®IAISTIAOS (of Queen Philistis) Se eR ses hist, 
\ SURE glad Ref. Head 184, fig. 108; comp. BM 214.554 YT ASSETS 
was As Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.231 eee 

- / vs 
Sr 

ee 
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ANCIENT COINS 

ase eo a a : mp aes sph 

2G Oa > eam ’ . 
f es 5 Er gee Pas: 

NX Sg 8 oP TN 
oN ee AR tetradrachm, 26 mm, 16.31 g ie if A ; 

{i ffs xe poe Mint: Gela (Sicily), ca. 415 .c., die carver, the Com Master _— EL rh 
79 Fo A his A 4 3 Obverse: quadriga galloping to right, with standing Nike 5 Ss eh a 
or i PS Pe Reverse: protome (front half) of river-god Gelas ee i i Wy *: 

Y pe Oe Ui swimming to right; above, kernel of corn, TEAAS pce. we Me 3 a a : ; , ¥ 4 Soe a 
Oe RSS Ref. BM Sicily 57 ee Ae 
fC ese <a Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.263 ie aor eS Ff 

me SO wal hy Ee Se 
ab Pao if Cah” 
Serer “ee nc 

bs Om) Bos rin ye ae : 

“ ee RS Se SN AR tetradrachm, 26 mm, 17.33 g ASS 6 pe 
y SS ee” (ee iv Mint: Acragas (Sicily), ca. 450 8.c ee | 

i When. Vax ae Obverse: eagle standing, facing left, on wavy line; ; Ra ie" 
(2 * ae AKPAD ANTOS eT | 
‘ 7. iN 2 ONS % Reverse: crab mm ; = oy 

vs WS Ref. Syll. Lloyd 800 A e cya § 
. Le Gift of Mr. and Mrs, Arthur J. Frank, 197.228 > LA y / 

yeaa : 7 
ies 

y : Sg ie * 

As me Z a ) 40. fos = Kes 2 o. . Pe 8S a ie 
Fé Le Crm AR tetradrachm, 25 mm, 17.24 g / = Se Ye joe ae 
NN a! 7 ee Mint: Leontini (Sicily), ca. 445 8.c Fe eg ss OF 

PA oe SD Femde Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right ' 57) 4 Ls Ne \ 
ire cs R head of lion wi jaw facing right, wi 1) eae ~ ag everse: head of lion with open jaw facing right, with Fa +. aes fi 

a Saar | four grains of barley; around, AEONTINON (of the Vy 3 a eae hy 
Sache ed x EF people of Leontini) 3 is S lf 
Nez Pe Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 197.227 Ve. Sw 

an ay — 
. ~ ee 
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ELVEHJEM 

3 ay s On 2 2 

i ea ay ; 
Bah iN; RE gt ee ~ © agree ENG 41. USS 
fs SE SOON AR tetradrachm, 23.8 mm, 17.11 g LEER oe EON 

ip ] a Mint: Messana (Sicily), ca. 430 B.c. Z (OO Pat? ei) e3 iy, ae Sa 
oe at = y 2» Obverse: nymph Messana in biga of two mules; in ears oe a 
Cy i ‘=e exergue, two dolphins; around, MESZANA [ Apee ai ail od 

Ee i eee A Vem Reverse: hare; below, dolphin; around, MESSANION ———_ sen j 
= fl D3 “hs et F P a (of the people of Messana) a5 a EF 

a Ta UN othe Ref. Head 154 ES SS ee 
"2 Sy a ‘ “ Py tnt td a tg Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.264 ee Oty eo 

ig eg 2 cee i Se 46M, . V pens 
ay oe ae \ A AR didrachm, 20.6 mm, 7.47 g ot af ee . 

Pa ; hike. Mint: Cyrene (North Africa), ca. 310 B.c. fees \ ff Lip crs 
rs FAN “ j Obverse: young head of Apollo Carneius facing left, are NA eee 
ie (8 ; % ‘\ 7) with ram's horn 3 vs zm oe = s } 
Ra rye 1 hi AS) Reverse: silphium plant with three sets of leaves; 4 ji a i we ery ee Dg above, KYPA we 1 \ Le me 

ge? Ys Re el Ref. BM 251 terre TP ae 
~~ oY Gift of Mr. and Mrs, Arthur |. Frank, 1979239 a on ee ES SS Sh 

oS a ed . 4 Silphium, the spicy plant that was the chief export of Cyrene, ale 
Oa was used as a condiment. 5 

oe ~ ie 38 : — a . ee aS 
Soa Be a ae 
eS ei] ¥ ze a 
AS a ag > — 
e 43. 4 Wat Bo 
“4 E AR drachma, 17.5 mm i PP 

ie F ; Mint: Massalia (Marseilles), ca. 200 B.c. 3 ' id ri 
a be Po Obverse: head of Artemis, to right tes : 
7 ~<_ C Reverse: lion, to right, MAZZA AIATON 3 Se a 
Se ———— Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis E. Jensen, 69.11.12 § PS 

N ae ON 
NSS — ee 5 NS = ee : 
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ANCIENT COINS 

NON-GREEK COINS 
INFLUENCED By THOSE OF THE GREEKS 

We have already seen one coin struck by non-Greek people, the siglos of Persia (cat. nos. 5-6), the state that overthrew Lydia, 

where coinage had been invented. There were many non-Greek coins, sometimes struck because of the convenience of 

common standards, sometimes because their issuers traded with Greeks; they were occasionally struck by Greek military 

colonists. Emphasizing place of origin and the wide influence of Greek sources, we have made little attempt to follow 

chronological order in this section. 

sm AR stater, 22.2 mm, 10.73 g remeron 
be ALS Mint: Aspendus (Pamphylia, central Asia Minor), EK Lael ss 

KEN -_ Y y\) 400-300 Bc. ‘ le (} Sas sf 
. N o 9 A A Obverse: two wrestlers grappling Med LR my =n 4 

ERS aN ff +} Reverse: Incuse square with slinger throwing, to right; ee eo) H fH Nene oe Me] 

Ey . wg f fam 3° in field, to right a triskeles; EXTFEAITVS Fe ee gen “ ee 

eM Won Uy (ASPENDIOS) ea RS wy 4 
iy MN MA Ja Ref. Head 700 EY g “age eg ae 

: a A Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.225, ex col. 3) pe Re, pe 
" in aa & President John Adams Se a 

ae 

OFS 45. 
‘ : AR shekel, 20.7 mm, 14.0 g P —— 

“ Mint: Tyre (Phoenicia), 122-121 B.c. . Zs APRS 

Aaa Obverse: head of god Melkarth facing right We oie BO aie 
" CA Was Reverse: eagle on thunderbolt; in front, club; TYPOY Ba, ere gee a 

j Ze wird wor ‘ IEPAS KAI AXYAOY (of Tyre, holy and inviolable). a. | Ose . waar 
; A é Rag * ~ ia > The Punic (Carthaginian) inscription LE refers to “year es + be . reve 

aS ie 5” of the ruler M XE WS ae 

4 aed op Ref. BM 55 , SS) NN eae 
: . = Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.259 ae : LAN e? 

. ey 7 Lf. w= TE 

Se — oA Melkarth was identified with Heracles. This type is often Be er we 
— eE regarded, for no clear reason, as that of the thirty pieces of ar: - 

silver paid Judas for the betrayal of Jesus. — 
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ELVEHJEM 

os pe ge 

Been’ tig 2 RD 
> zs UN D 46. cour ~* 

Ne os 8 yi AR shekel, 22.2 mm, 14.40 g " LOY Aa 
Pi f S| A/ ONE Mint: Judaea, 68 C.E abs itp) SO 
oe, ot. sears Obverse: chalice with pearled rim; around, “Shekel of Ws ; oe oe 
eee “S 5 Israel” in Hebrew in Aramaic script; above the chalice, y Se eee gf} 

“ ad ¥ a2 Yh at ae te i = ¥ Sh Blyear 2) i > POS Y 
2 2 weet / Reverse: three pomegranates on a stem; around SE HAH h re 

a NX YY (Jerusalem the Holy) nf iar py 
i seeing te Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1980.23 A Ll 

wt 
ye U 

47. ear | 
EAT ANN AR shekel, 22.2 mm, 13.92 g a or Th \. ee 

ry) ee Mint: Judaea, 68 C.E. - AAA 
: o Wes Obverse: chalice with pearled rim; around, “Shekel of Mia) +. a 

~~ WS: ae Israel” in Hebrew in Aramaic script; above the chalice, wy a 
i 5 Y pe “3 J Sh B(year 2) 1a ¥ 2 

| _ , : Reverse: three pomegranates on a stem; around { ~~ } 7 

A eS ~~. (Jerusalem the Holy) as \ ay 

See ale Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1980.22 } 
Aye ek $ 27 rs) ‘ ~ 

7 NK mS ED These coins were struck in the First Revolt (66-70 C.E.) ‘ we fig iy 

ae Seer against the Romans, which ended with the fall of Jerusalem Se ~ 
me renyoand and capture of Masada. Jewish coins following scripture ei a ca 

saa showed no pictures of animals or men, only inanimate 

objects. 

F . 48. a 

y AE prutah, 15.9 mm E 
4 Mint: Judaea 

Herod the Great, 40-4 B.c.E. 

Obverse: anchor 

Reverse: crossed cornucopias . 
E Lent by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 

1.1990.3 

This is an example of the biblical “widow's mite” mentioned 

in Mark 12.42; Luke 21.2. 
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ANCIENT COINS 

Rear anu are cee Nar: 

ca ee 49. foe i ie 
ee ; sone Rh ee AR tetradrachm, 30 mm, 16.0 g 3 ae Mette 
ian same ee ce a, = Parthia, Mithradates II, 123-88 B.c. eas poe: | he 

3 = a eee == Obverse: diademed bust of king, to left; border of dots | NNR rau ate be 
#£s (SNe eee Reverse: archer seated, facing right; around, ; \ 5 | Phase LN 

FS EN: Par BAXIAEOS MEPAAOY APZAKOY EMI@ANOYS Lt iy a 

Fi i Ae 4 (of the great King Arsaces, the visible god) a re 4 Feed 
BY ee e i By Ref. Sellwood 24/2 Hy a ya if eo 4 

a > Eg i F Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.228 aS BP? ate 

& i 7 Ps] | / The Arsacid dynasty ruled Iran from the decay of the Seleucid i ™ ie 1) i Na a 

Fe Sy i a empire to the mid-third century a.p. NRE ST 

“ @ Bt oe i AR tetradrachm, 26 mm, 17.02 g (ea ea Ni, 

bi Wee. “Ys ea Mint: Sicily if rome Ce 
a & : Be mn ‘3 Carthage, Siculo-Punic, ca. 350 B.c. a ay ‘ : 
Se eet eae \ Obverse: head of Punic deity Tanit, facing right; Se ae 

i aie ee a co around, three dolphins a Ag ll . \ aa = ae a B . 
a Pi ~ a fi Reverse: horse standing right, before palm tree, to right || oe oT ; 

Sac an t r a kerykeion aN 4 as ry ee 
a Cae | ; Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.266 ia [ the ay ‘x. YJ Se ; Re ee 
SS vate For several hundred years Carthage maintained a foothold in Sm a= — 

Sicily and copied Greek techniques of coinage. i 

51. 

AR drachma, 15.9 mm, 2.05 g 

is Mint: Bactria "% 

% Antialcidas, 125-95 B.c. ai Le 
J J " Obverse: head of Antialcidas, to right, wearing causia F “ff ' 4 

2 a? (flat hat); above (of the victorious king); oes = . 

a below (of Antialcidas) 3 Foe . 8 

Fe » ” Reverse: Zeus enthroned, to left, holding Nike; around, fe, a rea, 
ss 4 ae - ~ ! Kharoshti (an Indian language) MAHARAJASA sy P y - 

i he at ON 7 _  JAYADHARASA ANTIALKITASA (of Antialcidas the great wa . y if 7 li 

ae ore bons king, the victorious) } ” > b ji 
eh. Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.90 Peeyas ry 

rae yy > ¢ : > 
oy ~ AS ~ / Alexander the Great (r. 336-323 8.c.) marched all the way east oa | 
Se " x to India. On the way he founded cities ruled by his men, NE ae tas 

SS including many disabled veterans. The Graeco-Bactrian NSA 
kingdom they formed lasted into the first century a.p. 
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ee = ey cos al : set 

as | 52. a as 
Saag AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.80 g Be . 55 ; 
33 “a Mint: Calagurris (Spain), 206-146 B.c. 2 2 

; p | Obverse: head of a local chief, to right i FS . z 

b ! Reverse: Dioscuri riding, to left 
a . ‘ Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis E. Jensen, 69.11.13 2 - “ 

SN Phat - co The Romans gained possession of northeastern Spain in 207 = 5 

N = BS B.c. and soon demanded tribute in coined silver from this ee \ pt: 
ao o — mineral-rich region. The general design of this coin is that of aN ee ak " Sas As 

NGS — Rages a Roman denarius, but the style is very different. oe YA 
ies es a oa “4 fs oe \ *8 _ ge eel 
See ee Pe ROSE ee a eens 
SeEAGLoten katie Greener eee eee eee 

ce a AR tetradrachm, 28 mm ‘es % ie 

a 2 I Mint: Thasos, probably after 146 B.c. Le AS +3 a 

oy - Pe Obverse: head of Dionysus, to right. 2, "tb 
y oS he — Reverse: nude Heracles standing, to left, leaning on - . 

r club, lion skin over left arm; to right, left, and beneath, . 

z NS J od HPAKAEOYS SOTHPOY OASION (of Heracles, the - 
re A savior of the Thasians) 3 

a eee | Ref. BM Thrace 222.67-71 oy 
. > p/ a Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.150 “a y 

: \ Fat fo fe aN , . Yee 
CNN Fé ré yy wae Compare the image and inscription on this example with aye = oa Moe 

: = ES Se pee te 
Feepera = —— Bs pec SSS i ee Seat So URS ER eR ean ero 

54. 

AR tetradrachm, 28 mm Prey eg: 

: Mint: Danube fs ee op 

(<———— Western Celts, after 146 8.c. OA ae 
eee : Obverse: head of Dionysus, to right, wearing ivy crown oom la A KAN 

* a X Reverse: Heracles standing, to left, leaning on club oo Ph a 

ie bie s- made of dots, all in a double border of dots py ho ey ne 
2 eet Ref. BM Thrace 224.89 eis) RO em 

: on v Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.153 a 4S Boe 
Ye Ben gt \ Bee) ee 

ok eae This imitation of cat. no. 53 was made for people who could " + é 
® cress Pe not read Greek; the letters of the inscription have been aN: ee / 

NS, ay replaced by a line of dots. Greek coin types, carried by traders, 9 Oa Ju 
I were imitated in more and more stylized form as far west as ~ ne 

Gaul and Britain. 

24



ANCIENT COINS 

Mn. er, 
Fa 55. | a 7 
Z f Sty a a bs AR drachma, 17.5 mm, 2.17 g a ; Pema a \ Mie 
(Ba eo he Mint: Vocontii (Gaul), 118-50 Bc. fe * RT ae 
a A Ag Se be A ! Obverse: helmeted head of Roma, to right j a ‘ 2 a ae 
Ee ae = yh Reverse: horseman with spear, galloping right, COMA ' i * nae . ‘ 

ft ae aN, ee Ref. BN 5871; Blanchet, p. 263, 15 . Cai as 
Ge ur Sh. a hee : y Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.210, ex col. 4 \ mie? r a) ae 
ee { D re re Changarnier a SS ee { re ‘ 
a hee eke Cae 

ee re SER se ae 

genet 5 ee 

Oe me 56 en. (Oe ; 7 (Fm ie ia. 

pele o< fa “> ae Billon (silver alloy) stater, 19.1 mm, 6.26 g ELS a one 
2 oe ho Fate) oss Mint: Coriosolitae (Gaul), second-first century B.c. te a 8 SS < 
3 =4 ae Se Obverse: stylized male head, to right, diademed peeing OS aed 
4 Teta pa A ‘1 _ Reverse: stylized horse, to right, above, a pearled cord, Fy oy es ; 

2 Go Aas i below, wild boar, to right -. Baal Pee. ho 
4 en A Ref. BN 6598; Blanchet p. 315, fig. 217; 8 ae a a 

; es LA Forter |, p. 261, 464 ca ¥ = a (a 
MRE ee eGift of Mr and Mrs. Arthur J Frank, 1980.21, ex col. aso” J a 
ee Sen le Changarnier, ex Treasure of Island of Jersey (English ma Se if oe 
(io = Channel) ead os Rape ne wo oom ee 

57. 

oa AU stater, aureus, 19.1 mm norm . 
—— Poa aes Mint: Thrace or Lower Moesia (Bulgaria), 42 B.c., Ps on = 

r: oe a eos ‘ Sythian workmanship ; fs a rr n 
' aa robably Coson, king of the Sythians Z oo eee 
Toe ae Obverse: the consul L. Brutus walking left between two eh c , a i st H 
fee ee : +. lictors; in exergue, KOZON (of Cosi) Be" * RR ; 

er , rt +5 is i i Reverse: eagle with wings spread Tin en a * fi og 
eh =e . h Ref. BM Thrace 201.1, on Coson, see Numismatic Fine ee} Sage , 

gf Oe. halen 5 Arts Catalogue, spring 1975, 109 ae ia yl SNS 
: See oy Lent anonymously, 1.1991.2 sn. OOS J 

ee ~ This coin was probably struck by M. Brutus just before his ey Pn Rate 
defeat at Philippi 
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HELLENISTIC COINAGE 

In 338 B.c. Philip Il of Macedon ended the independence of the Greek cities, and from then on the eastern Mediterranean 

world was subject to rule by monarchs. Philip was succeeded by his son, Alexander, who at his death in 323 s.c. ruled from the 

lonian Sea and Egypt east to the Indus River. With his death his empire fell into the hands of his generals and their 

descendants: the Antigonids in Macedon, the Seleucids in Syria and the East, and the Ptolemies in Egypt. The Seleucids lost 

Asia Minor to the Attalids of Pergamum in the third century B.c., Parthia (modern Iran) to the Arsacids, and Judaea to the 

Maccabean rulers in the second. The last of the Diaduchi (successors) to fall was the dynasty of the Ptolemies: Cleopatra VII 

committed suicide in 30 B.c. 

In this period the primacy of the ruler was all-important. If subject cities were allowed to coin gold and silver at all, it 

was on a far smaller scale. The dynasts made use of talented artists to carve magnificent portraits of themselves—not the 

Olympian gods—on their coins, and the legends that are seen glorify the rulers. When the Olympians do appear, the ruler’s 

name is usually not far off and may be associated with a well-known statue: for example, Alexander with the Olympian Zeus of 

Phidias, or Demetrius Poliorcetes with Poseidon and with the Victory of Samothrace. 

Ve amg 58. Spee SO 

x se 7 4-4 ale, AR tetradrachm, 23.8 mm, 14.40 g pA hie 3 
ye Sy : _ tf € Mint: Pella (Macedon) a ee F(R oa 
ae 2 Oe ‘t Philip Il, 359-336 B.c. ora ee : , 
oS a A / Obverse: Zeus, to right fia a > FOS 
a a me e., Reverse: little naked jockey on horse, facing right; te B 5 Pk 
aii aa _— @IATTITTOY (of Philip Pe) 

= ee ee Th Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.232 eh ome 2 
ei SALE : c sets as 

. el 

59. 
Se BSS AU stater, 19.1 mm, 133.0 g uae SNe 
ee a5 a — Mint: Macedon Ea . eer 

a y me Sa . Philip Il, 359-336 B.c. y se = 

3 4 ee. = Obvese: head of Apollo, to right ‘ Com : ae “ome S ; 

Ja, Cy t Reverse: biga to nee @IATMIMOY (of es ai ° - = ' 

wee » te x irs Ref. hae ashi Heed me . i ei 
a a Lent by the Reverends Charles and Evelyn Payson, Rie m wae 

ea : Re a e: - rs ee These coins were struck when Philip captured the gold mines fe Ss - 

lf ¥ py of Thrace from Athens in 356 B.c. Philip is said to have used RS tI Se3 
oes 34 en er a them for lavish bribery of the leaders of the Greek cities and Ee oN ieee. pen a 
cecum ~~ ” eae ie to have remarked that no city wall was impregnable if the ieeeee a = ER ee 
ieee “SESS gates were wide enough to admit a mule-load of gold. RSE Ss Doe eee ce earerec! 
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60. Xa 
AR tetradrachm, 25 mm - Bs ok a e e é 

' Mint: Side (Asia Minor) BA 
- Pd Macedon, Alexander the Great, 336-323 B.c. ae Sint 3 

Le Fe a Wz Obverse: head of Heracles, to right, wearing skin of Fo oe) 4 Ba 2 
Life co ~< Nemean Lion 7, MEE we 

LF a ~* Reverse: Zeus, seated left, holding eagle; in front, ins es es 
ee 2 h: und aay S ai te 2 i wreath; under seat Nae hae Sad 

Se eS rc AT; BASIAEQS AAEZANAPOY (of King Alexander). 3 ey 5 

he: oN . r/ Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.236 Wah ees f 

ge 7 Alexander claimed descent from Heracles through his mother. Sen a 
wo ae 

_— 

ee 
61. oe ao SS 

N AR tetradrachm, 25 mm ge a an 2 

- y Mint: Damascus, Syria a SF. eae pet 
Pa Fe am Beare 

lS rr fe Macedon, Alexander the Great, 336-323 B.c. A Sa ra fk 

Oe Wake . Obverse: head of Heracles, to right, wearing skin of “ 3 
VG = a Nemean Lion Ss : 
of ‘aad 23 Reverse: Zeus, seated left, holding eagle; in front, ve — =| ai ce 

m* " forepart of ram; under seat: A A; AAEZANAPOY ’ eho : 

aN Sa Wf Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.235 . a Os 
“ Y ¥ — ~ i % = ra ss 

Nl ae Sa 

62. 

ye AR tetradrachm, 28.7 mm, 17.04 g 

ea +e ns noe .Mint: Salamis, Cyprus oe 

Ta eee, Se Macedon, Demetrius Poliorcetes, 306-283 8.c. x 7 +a 

eS es \ aren Obverse: Nike, to left, with trumpet and naval standard VIE, p“\) DA 
wy Wa Ny iN on prow of ship | Gg 3c = 

as aN gece nh ae Ps , ies : J a Ne ae. eed 
Po BS) ii eee Reverse: Poseidon, naked, striding to left, hurling AT; ’ ie aE 

? . i, y és trident, with chlamys over other arm; BASIAEQS | i iy Wa ee 
: Fin Sh | AHMHTPIOY (of King Demetrius) vo. RR) Sa fr Bs ac . Hd 

 ————— . Ref. Head 230; Newell (1927) 23 RX? VON ‘a ey 
2, a 5 Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.215 Yi <P hte |g F 
eee ene ed Pd - ~ Ae | 4 

2 i Note that the images of the two deities represented here are eg ea - Br Na 
A very like the great sculptural figures of Victory of Samothrace, ‘: ay} rat eo 

ie ” now in the Louvre, and Poseidon of Artemisium, now in the OF Soe 
penta National Archaeological Museum, Athens. ae 
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ares 63, we poe 
Be iS a AR tetradrachm, 45 mm ian peice v4 ys . y Ba 

ioe a Macedon (Roman domination), 158-148 B.c. ea ae A - et E — aa 

i = Obverse: Macedonian shield with bust of Artemis in hare . Ney Re a 

: | center ay f EAON ce y 
Do Reverse: within oak wreath, a club; MAKEAONON a A P Renee \ 

a” § A TIPOQTHS (of the first {district} of the Macedonians), i ‘ PR ties u 

: AA a rr NI 
\ or ct ee =f Ref. BM Mace. 8.8, Head, 238: 151 ee Sy) 

in) i ea rg x 4 
Se be of Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.120 ea . y 1 P 

ve oy 2 The Romans conquered the last Antigonid in 167 B.c., but NS a bY 4 
EEE aes took no effective steps to rule for several years. They then oo a es 

Ae eer Se divided Macedonia into four regions and made ita province | i pee: 
7 —— er in 146 Bc. — a 

o / ot ie MDE “a wi “> 64. ee ae 
snd dh ats Ne AR tetradrachm, 26 mm, 17.50 g LLEEOTP. Moe 
he. . ts Lo A I Ri a4. Yi js Mint: Ecbatana AS es le aN 

2a a i: Syria, Seleucus I, 312-280 B.c. Jo gh Se fel) oy 
ee Sod oo. Obverse: head of Heracles, to right, wearing skin of So i 

4, ae YS | Nemean Lion Sete fn e ed 

ee TTS Reverse: Zeus seated, to left, with scepter and eagle; oa ates Mm 
~ ae ba) ad cay feeding horse to left beneath Zeus; in back N\A erweree ee ed 

Z A we eo wy XEAEYKOY; in exergue BASIAEOS Sf ry SS, yo < Lies 

em ae Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.317 4 Sr hg Ierideghi SS 
eT BEES TIN CIO Se 

| ties f Compare this coin with cat. nos. 60-61. Soe Sa x 

a ~ 

AR tetradrachm, 26 mm, 16.55 g Pk asa a 7 
. Syria, Antiochus I, 293-261 B.c. s aes y wr 

 ) Obverse: head of middle-aged Antiochus, to right : ae LY ~ 
wes Reverse: Apollo seated, to left, on omphalos (navel), a F Mt A 

- 7 stone at Delphi said to be the center of the earth; y am ‘ 

i BAXIAEQS ANTIOXOY F ) 
oe rane es of Ref. BM Seleucids 9.8 A F/ 

— > e Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.142 * — e/ 
ee a cr 
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ira 8 oe on ™ 

Sere 66. OG ee; 
2 Mord ot + AR tetradrachm, 26 mm 4 BE OS 

\ (hf 4 ele JB a: ee 
f= LY SF * Mint: Egypt 4 4 si Wa a \ 

a! Sif fy OA Ptolemy I, 323-283 B.c. mae cf \ oh 

4s . ve ze H Obverse: head of Ptolemy, to right { j we a XG Hey Ga 
: FF es ar = Reverse: eagle standing, to left, on thunderbolt; Percy ox i Ne git 4 
ST eH % x TITOAEMAIOY BASIAEQS (of King Ptolemy) Wy BPRS, er 

<a I ; Ref. Svor. 255, pl. 9.11 Wa ede eee 
Ga ys Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.262 Noes : pie ae if 

- ate ea : 

Cio -5_ 4 67. (igi ee 
SBE Ss 5S 2k Aa AE (bronze), 27 mm O Sige ae EBS SS 

ae ay . f Hes ¥ Ba 2 ay 
fF ek =o Mint: Egypt f ae eee sae 

sy Ys AS Be Cleopatra VII, 51-30 B.c. Pe eas 3 Seema Pe 4 
& gee a 3 ne = oy Obverse: head of queen, to right, with hair in bun at eee WEY BUSEY 

Sa ee aoe 4 back with fillet Rees of SSS) 

ae pa cS Reverse: eagle standing, to left, on thunderbolt with peer Ys ce \ Game 
fe i a cornucopia; BAXIAI[22H>] 3 Ben PEE RR 

ee Oe Ref. Svor, 1871, pl. 63.3 A Nee LE 
x = es Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.324 St a ee 

St oer Se 
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ROMAN REPUBLICAN COINAGE 

From the fourth century B.c. onward, Rome, like many other cities of northern Italy, used a bronze coinage whose 

denominations represented certified weights, multiples of the uncia, or ounce. The Roman pound had twelve ounces. The 

denominations here represented include the sextans (one-sixth pound, or two ounces); quadrans (one-fourth pound, or three 

ounces), triens (one-third pound, or four ounces), semis (one-half pound, or six ounces), as (one pound), and the uncommon 

bes (two pounds, or twenty-four ounces). The inconvenience of these enormous coins, aptly called aes grave, or “heavy 

bronze,” and the demand for the metal for other uses led to a steady reduction in their size; by the end of the Republic the as 

weighed about half an ounce. From the late third century B.c. the bronze coinage was struck, not cast, but the types remained 

the same: the as had a head of Janus; the semis, Saturn; the triens, Minerva; the quadrans, Hercules; the sextans, Mercury; 

the uncia, Roma. All had the prow of a ship and a mark of value on the reverse. 

When, in the third century B.c., Rome became supreme in Italy and trade with the Greek world increased, silver became 

more important, and we find Roman equivalents of the bronze litra and silver didrachm. But from the late third century 8.c., 

the standard Roman silver coin was the denarius, worth, as its name suggests, ten asses. Through most of the second century 

B.c. it had a helmeted head of Roma on the obverse, with an “X” as a mark of value. This is the “penny” of the Bible and is the 

source of the names of many modern coins such as the dinar, dinaro; the English abbreviation d. for penny; and the terms 

denier and pennyweight for sizes of thread and nails. 

Coins were struck by the members of a committee of three (increased by Julius Caesar to four), who chose their own 

types. They included punsters like Q. Pomponius Musa, who struck nine types with the Muses, plus two with Apollo and 

Hercules the Leader of the Muses (cat. nos. 90-100), or L. Valerius Acisculus, who put a little adze (acisculus) on his coins. 

There were, too, descendants, real or imagined, of ancient worthies. L. Titurius Sabinus, for example, who claimed descent 

from the Sabine king Titus Tatius, struck coins that illustrated stories in which Tatius played a part (such as the rape of the 

Sabine women, or the treason of Tarpeia). L. Marcius Philippus also claimed an ancient pedigree and included on his coins a 

portrait of King Ancus Marcius and an aqueduct, the Aqua Marcia, built by another ancestor. The common denominator of all 

these is political propaganda—the moneyers were young men with political ambitions, who wanted, in today’s terms, “name 

recognition.” 

From the death of Caesar in 44 B.c. to the defeat of Antony in 31 B.c., the coins of Octavian (later Augustus, Caesar's 

great-nephew, adopted by Caesar's will when he was nineteen) and those of Antony give a picture of Antony's attempts to stay 

on good terms with Octavian, as well as his later attempts to win power in the East with Cleopatra. 

68. 

AE triens, cast, 45 mm, 70.80 g 

Mint: Rome, 275-270 B.c. 

Obverse: thunderbolt; two pellets on each side 

Reverse: dolphin; below, four pellets 
Ref. Crawford 14/3; CRR 10; BMC Italy 48.8 

Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.292 

Before the standardization of bronze types in 211 B.c. a variety 

of types was struck, of which this is one. 
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ANCIENT COINS 

7S aa NR RET aa Beas 
a ie sce | a ait 

as bai a 

a . te = 

a 69. ee 
a AE as grave, cast, 68 mm, 251.30 g ; | a 

Mint: Rome, 225-217 B.c. 5 Ge Bf. 

a Obverse: Janus pic Phy pe 

Lae Reverse: prow. Mark of value: | ie pie ee 

we, = Ref. Crawford 35/1; CRR 71 ' a5. is eS By 

a . = . Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.271 q ee 

Sane Press ° = 
ee = . Cee ee Ra 

% aes rar Pape eo os SS Geer Ee: 

oe Ba EE ERO n | 
{gy aera esi oo 

ia ry 

3 : 70. 
AE uncia, cast, 25 mm, 19.60 g ' 

Mint: Rome, 225-215 B.c. 

Obverse: Roma 
Reverse: prow. Mark of value: 0 ® : 

Ref. Crawford 38/6; BMCRR Rome 88 3 eS 

x Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.156 Re, 

- a ; om — 

4 ae AE semis, cast, 34.9 mm, 115.40 g i elem ace ¥ 

Sea : Mint: Rome, 225-217 B.c. . re > Sa 

i pi te, Nae Obverse: Saturn pe ages ‘ 

q EO ee ps Reverse: prow. Mark of value: S i ae ee oe 
Pee ee See sal Rs cana 3 ae 

; E ee _ Ref. Crawford 35/2; CRR 73 ye 4 en ry 

eek ae E Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.482 ere Pots E 

ae ae aa 3 i MO cee 
20 a ee ane X Pe = ore RG oe. 
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i x 72. 
AE as, 32 mm, 40.30 g 

- : Mint: Rome, after 21 1-208 B.c. 
‘i Obverse: Janus 
: Reverse: prow. Mark of value: | 

Ref. Crawford 110/2; CRR 279; BMCRR I 326 
; ; Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.459 

3 ; The earliest denarii (silver coins of ten asses) we have date 
3 a from 211 8.c. The bronze was standardized at the same time, 
2 F but gradually fell in weight: compare this coin with cat. no. 77 ’ e 

‘ 73. 3 
; AE semis, 28 mm, 17.30 g 4 

3 Mint: southeastern Italy, 211-210 B.c. 

: Obverse: Saturn 
4 Reverse: prow. Mark of value: S 

Ref. Crawford 85/3; CRR 175a; BMCRR Italy 206 

Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.479 

a 
74, 

AE triens, 25 mm, 11.40 g 7 i 

Mint: Rome, 211-210 B.c. ¥ 
: ~ Obverse: Minerva ‘ R 
\ as Reverse: prow. Mark of value: 0000 i 
i Ref. Crawford 56/4; CRR 143b; BMCRR Italy 245 4 

ee / Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.104 : 

H ¢ Ped 5 
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Re FRESE) ae Ba eats 
ag P 2 a5) ees ae : . n ee 

Rs . == am E part ake a 

k — gl . ee : AE quadrans, 20.6 mm, 5.80 g ; ba faa s a 
OTF ate pt Mint: central Italy, 211-208 B.c. he . ee 

od i, { Obverse: Hercules Ron Pay) 
ae x : Reverse: prow. Mark of value: 000 ne ; Wy A 
ee a. ee os Ref. Crawford 61/5; CRR 148c; BMCR Italy II 344 : Be id * d op 

pas Se Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.495 i re . tg : ; «i Se Pee er ee eis at she NS a a oan ¥ t yea ss 
oak 2 ae Sr 5S 5 aaa 
qinegies tLe epemny ae eS 

Stale ee oe be 
seeds : el aia » 

3 : ‘4 3 76. : tN 
4 iy % AE sextans, 19.1 mm, 5.10 g oe : *% 

a Mint: central Italy, 211 B.c. ne Poa i‘ 

gO ye : Obverse: Mercury ae “a 
F Sl a 4 Reverse: prow. Mark of value: 00 antes RU Br a 

Be + ae ek f Ref. Crawford 63/6; CRR 157d; BMCRR Italy 187 pian ee 

a Sac, ; Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.484  eeainaa a : y. 

pies . ere es! eee S a ll Oh 

At SS Ps GS Ban eae at Sete S 

See oan Ye oe oor aerate oe 

ae ose care _— Seg 
Sg BS rae Dae bper 9 

> e 4 ve 77 es Pees S. _ 
; : Darrel ee 

: : AE as, 25 mm, 10.20 TAS eee ead 
fae td Ea coe Mint: Rome, ca. 91 B.c. < oe ne 

os ‘ ph ox Obverse: Janus 4 Ps i oe Seta TY 

a ae es Reverse: prow 2 hoa Soc 7 aa 

Ta ree Ref. Crawford 339/1; CRR 679; BMCRR 2194 a Rg koe” BS ee 
ON eaae bg ee: Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.460 en See SO 

a gn op oii 
_) Sea pas oo NS ice SSN eS rts eco, Cee a 

ERO ee Haare he eS (Byes Rg Ra a ects a 
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as Shi 
2 : =i 78. ae YS a SSS 

Sex ; " Sar ee eS a ae 1% ae be eee eee pe AE uncia, 5 mm, 1.20 g ji a a) 

sale ne , ed Mint: Rome, ca. 91 B.c. (ta BARNS a al 

oS a. Obverse: Bellona , 4 see oe 
Bi en ae Reverse: prow as Bettas a a ek ee ’ ee a 

ee oe: : Ref. CRR 679e oe Soa HOSS 
Pe An a ge Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.157 Ne eet cae 

: ‘e, 7 SS al ER i | heh 
ea WS 

, : 79. ry , be 4 eee 
Be tS AE litra, 14.3 mm, 2.0 g <= Sk. 

Sees Mint: Rome, 234-231 B.. cae ‘Kt 
% eee igs! rs Ss) ; Obverse: Apollo i SS . Pg 

Say 24 =i, yt Reverse: galloping horse 3 “#8 er alee 
tf vin A ba Pie Ref. Crawford 26/3; CRR 29; BMCRR 70 frase x “4 es »s 

a i ae Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.470 ; Sie Ae Si ig Syre 
Wie eee ops ee ‘ 

Me Es ea The litra was a coin made to fit the Greek bronze standard of a De ti Oe te oa 
"ene ss Tro, ett southern Italy. see tt tle 

; ee Be oes Sige % — a, ee 
ter rs ee 

, Se eet 

pe am 80. a ce 
ae a , . Bis AR didrachm, 22.2 mm, 6.40 g ag ¢ e 

SF Ee Mint: Rome, 225-212 B.c. il é 2 ee: 

J et f = E. Obverse: janiform head of Dioscuri 2 , 
Fa bg ; Reverse: Jupiter, with thunderbolt and scepter, and 5 : : 

a Bt nl a ___ Victory in quadriga (four-horse chariot); beneath, tablet —=— : 

Ff ye = ; with ROMA, incuse ‘a | 
— Vea ‘ Ref. Crawford 28/3; CRR 64a ® eg : PE 

Sess » et ja Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.467 i. P 
ee % Prag ye’ ES This was produced to correspond to the silver coinage of the oe SI ee SS 

eee ee sd Meee Greek-speaking cities of South Italy and Sicily. Nz 

34



ANCIENT COINS 

‘ ot ne 81. . 
ni rae iN : AR victoriate, 15.9 mm, 2.40 g i. 

Bes - : : Mint: Rome, after 211 B.c. 3 
ai 2% F Obverse: head of Jupiter X 

f . = Reverse: Victory crowning trophy (conquered armor on 

SS: ; ’ pole) / 
M2 fa , Ref. Crawford 53/1; CRR 83; BMCRR 296 

Ets cee Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.130 
Se ee 

aaa aaa SNe NS ceils 

er a GN. Sane ey, SY oN Ps ae ea AR denarius, 20.6 mm, 4.50 g a ve. ve a Ve 

as oe "Gof 2 \ a ae Mint: Rome, ca. 175-168 B.c. | Mian. 1 na ‘ 
ye Ges," w+ Obverse: helmeted head of Roma to right; behind, X ae aa ed <S 5 os Sa) 

ae \ ANS? & ; (Roman numeral) NR la ee eS 
eae ° tae Reverse: Dioscuri to right | RB Aa ‘i 

RSS ee Ref. CRR 207 Bee, Peony Th i ; 
NSS eae F Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.272 Ne ey ee 

“ ; 5 
eee a ase PARTY. 

ee ca we: 

‘ arn e 83. _ “a 
; = : AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 4.50 g a p 

: ‘ Mint: Rome, after 211 B.c. # Kc Ee 
- sa Obverse: helmeted head of Roma; behind, X (Roman - . es 

fs : numeral) d ! 
4 Me ae a an Reverse: Dioscuri galloping right; incuse on tablet, - 1 1 

RN ROMA 5 Hy pap, wad i if 
VG See . k Ref. Crawford 44/5; CRR 140; BMCRR Rome | E 7 if 
aw eee Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.461 q 
ea i . This coin, with different reverses, was in production for about fi 

~~ a four-hundred years. ii SY 
SS a acca 
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ROMAN MyTHOLocy, HISTORY, AND RELIGION 

84. 
: AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.80 g ai 

Mint: Africa a a eel 
hi =. : Julius Caesar, 47-46 B.c. . ley) sacks 

. ta oe 2 Obverse: head of Venus ? a, ak, 5 
‘ ~ cae he. F Reverse: Aeneas walking, to left, carrying Palladium in ¥ s NN 4 

¢ . _ =< cae right hand and his father, Anchises, on his left oN > Iss y : , : 
A _ bi arti § ae 5 : shoulder; on right, CAESAR q . ie oe? tee E 

“ea ote 4 Ref. Crawford 458/1; CRR 1013; BMCRR Ea 31 N . Se 2 P 
ae. Py Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.308 . ~ E 

x ~ + J The Julian family claimed descent from Venus and her Trojan " a 
ee = lover Anchises, via their son Aeneas and his son lulus. When . = ea 

— Troy fell, Aeneas rescued the Palladium, a statue of Athena — 
which had fallen from heaven (on which the safety of the city 

depended), lifted his old father onto his shoulders, and fled 

from the city with his little son lulus and a band of followers, 

eventually reaching Italy. 

i 85. ie 
— : AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.84 g al Be: 

i ss a Mint: Rome; Sex. Pompeius Faustulus, 137 B.c. 1 oa * ‘ E e 

a . ae Obverse: head of Roma a . " ; 
4 > __ Reverse: wolf and twins; behind, fig tree with one bird Pt we = 

a f BS (a woodpecker) on trunk and two in branches; to right, | Pe = ‘ yy 
. = /4 5 the shepherd Faustulus; behind him, FOSTLVS; to ; : 

Sa Ca Ee right, SEXtus Pompeius 3 og ay 
ss gas Sy Ref. Crawford 235/lc; CRR 461; BMCRR Italy 926 ee F fa. ade : 
4 S . ps e Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.365 XN a og Ee 

$ Ne i 2 The last legitimate king of Alba Longa had been exiled by his Ee A os 
a ee wicked brother and his daughter forced to become a Vestal Se ie a — 

* Virgin. When she became pregnant by Mars, her twin sons, aes a ‘i 
Romulus and Remus, were exposed to die. They were put in a X s aes 
basket and thrown into the Tiber. When the basket washed 

ashore under a fig tree (sacred to the deity Picus, a 

woodpecker), the twins were fed by a she-wolf. They were 
rescued and raised by the shepherd Faustulus. 

os ees i 86. a oar ang aa 
ae r. on: es nk AR denarius, 19.1 mm sill ETI ee 

See i Mint: Rome; L. Titurius Sabinus, 89 B.c. RENEE 
og a7 ore te ; Bo 4 Obverse: bearded head of Titus Tatius; SABINus aad Ry gk to a 3 BS 
Pat a ane a ee Reverse: two Roman soldiers, each bearing a Sabine 7 el ae s <3 i 

i las cS \ ee \ i woman in his arms, below, L. Tituri a > dy ue, cf ica aah 
Bc\ a iF ae a Ref. Crawford 344/1b; CRR 698a; BMCRR Italy 2325 ft ga oe A eee ei 
Sees s La 4) Salce fy Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.248 Se ey. Wa } yy 

Ee 8 Ky es . z) ws pea] 4 Lie When Romulus founded the city, his men had no wives. can a i ee \ y} re 
pets “AS bs yt ee Romulus therefore ordered a great festival, to which he ei oN ae eS eae 
oe * i invited the neighboring Sabines and their families. When he NE BY: \ ’ es 
ian - gave the signal, his men pounced on the women and carried an fea 

x oe them off. 
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Bilear i, al a Sook AR denarius, 19.1 mm tea aise Eee aa 

eee ad <t, e Mint: Rome; L. Titurius Sabinus, 89 B.c. ia ie a 
Re ag ¢ a a a Ba Obverse: bearded head of Titus Tatius to right; behind oe me ee be SN , ey 

ae ae » a SABIN; before A.PV, palm branch ee wis NG: yD » 
nets vices) ———_«éReverse: two soldiers threatening kneeling Tarpeia with | A Pein eee 

SES e S| =! their shields, below, L. TITVRI AM ae els ~ 
BSN Se ee ee SS eS ES Ref. CRR 699a; BMCRR Italy 2326 Ee A 
ee ae Re a Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.247 Ce . Sy 3 

2 ee A aa Tarpeia, daughter of the commander of the Romans guarding | we . | Vy" v. he ae 
tsk AN ad fF —_—_ the Capitoline Hill, offered to open the gates to the Sabines if = | a 

SS Re enone they would give her “what they had on their left arms’— ees we 
sepa aS meaning the gold bracelets they wore. The Sabines agreed. Ca Rue Sas 
a ~—Once inside, they crushed the girl with what they had on their ES EEEERUE Ee 

left arms—the weight of their shields. 

Rai aeons 88. siscppmpeeman acre, 
oe oe ee es AR denarius, 19.1 mm eae Mets 
te Se “ae aT. go fe Mint: Rome; M. Junius Brutus (adoptive name of Q. , a . ; 

eg Ao”) y ug ry en, - ‘ Bes Servilius Caepio Brutus), 54 B.c. + » Poe 

4 if f YW op 3 ‘i Obverse: bust of Liberty, to right; LIBERTAS 7 ¥ 7 y a) Ae 
ie ae LA PAR. Reverse: L. Junius Brutus walking between two lictors He eli A re 

1 as ee Ob 1) (see cat. no. 57) preceded by an accensus; below By | Daf * ne \ 
ag Rw F ae 4h : i Vie ANSI { i te ae BRvs RO Rae Nr ed a Ref. CRR 906; BMCRR 3861 |S US Le 

SE a si ee Gift of Mr. and Mrs, Arthur J. Frank, 197.283 see 

ca " ae Ged. A a When the last king, Tarquin the Proud, was expelled, the LN - “ 
co SS eG Romans chose two consuls as leaders, of whom L. Junius tnaay ett 

SS —<—~s~—_Brutus wass one. His descendant, M. Brutus, struck this coin as ean 
TE RRL aes Roa ces rae well as one showing another ancestor, the tyrannicide C. 

Servilius Ahala. Brutus himself was to be chief of the 
assassins of Caesar. But at the time of this coin the chief foe 

of “liberty” was Pompey, not Caesar. 

jako sa eee beara t eae Rear iets 

ad ger: 89. = 
pee a AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 4.00 g ne i 
> 5 Mint: Rome, L. Marcius Philippus, 56 B.c. Soe 

SELPEF Obverse: head of Ancus Marcius; below, ANCVS - Vilas" 

OH 4 “ Reverse: equestrian statue on aqueduct of five arches, P 

~ ey within which AQVA MR; around, PHILIPPVS ad yee a ea 

iF ‘ Ref. Crawford 425/1; CRR 919; BMCRR Italy 3890 4 < = 

” r Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.327 } 
a . y The moneyer is recalling two of his ancestors: the fourth king i Vee a y ’ 

ee : P/ of Rome and the builder of the Aqua Marcia, upon which was Ss y/ 
hi m2 . ae i es a statue of him on horseback. . ee wt s 

SEE CA ee ES Sig ne ee es ee ; 
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On the following coins, each of the Muses is shown with one of her attributes. However, the functions ascribed to each 

are late and uncertain. All reverses except cat. no. 100 bear the name Q. POMPONI MVSA (cat. no. 100 has it on the 

obverse). We know nothing about Pomponius Musa except for these coins—a pun on his cognomen, or third name. This 

is a remarkably fine set of these uncommon coins. 

Bae es 

oe Sey EN ee oa 
NaS x ao) i = i Pre 

Sa % gs Sr AR denarius, 20.6 mm yp ww = 
fs Ke Pi : Ja 3 = Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c. ng \ 

ei Fy Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right; behind two OW). ¥ A 
4 > pe Ne g Oy ae 

tF AS flutes crossed oe re 

4 e = ae. Reverse: Euterpe, standing to right, holding two flutes g sy f ~ { ete nel Bl <—V Qe — in right hand Y os Ny; f e 
5, AG oe Ref. Bab. Pomponia 13; CRR 815; BMCRR 3613; 4 — C Y 

my Crawford 410/5 bo) ih 
. F Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.250 No dade 

ca A Noe 91 cee? se =. 
OB EaN . ey age ON NS 
Bake, / fou cS AR denarius, 17.5 mm a Ss: y 4 i if f , 
| o£ Se ri be) Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c. ; oa VW, FES : 
fan? , ~h4- : Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, two flutes _ Nt SS 

a th ga crossed behind ; =m y eZ hee 
ws cae Reverse: Euterpe, muse of lyric poetry, standing to “@ SA co 

4 ia right, holding two pipes or flutes in right hand wa. YS Bos 
dp a Ref. Bab. Pomponia 13; CRR 815; BMCRR 3613; ae f y ay “, 

Das : Crawford 410/5 Aedes 4 
> Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.251 Sa” 
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pEEAK same SEER ar ps aT SC % ers Aa RBs aa re eae 

CoN 22 Cie 
§ / Ww sigh SQ AR denarius, 17.5 mm ‘ od % 

PAY eee . a Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c Atal = 

/ a. ee van Fite \*\ Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, rolled scroll hee Al” <3) 

| ORE al , behind ee A ce 
ee ww i Reverse: Clio, muse of history, standing to left, holding Meee a es NEAT 

Wee if a / an open scroll between her hands Fe . Wee odd 
a Fe Cd 4 Ref, Bab. Pomponia 11; CRR 813; BMCRR 3610; ROS PAY: S (f: 

en 1G Crawford 410/3 3 ra = 
Re ti Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.253 J se A / 

, 

re =. nats he o3 es a Vine 

4 ANY dae’ fe ou AR denarius, 19.1 mm in we a 
} a = ri 4 x Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c. Se md py A 

ee Wi ZG Gxt Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, sandal ” if. Le LD <> a 

| aN oes behind AG rs om 
3 lr er ae 4 Reverse: Thalia, muse of comedy, standing to left, i Me ae 
rm 7 = b. holding a comic mask in right hand, left elbow resting 1¢4 we AW t4)' rs fs ‘ 

Wid <i 4 ee tf on pedestal AA | 
ea - : Ref. Bab. Pomponia 19; CRR 821; BMCRR 3624; we " ibe 

._ Mt Crawford 410/9b Se 7 } y 
— Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.254 x gi 

. 

= : Bees — = ai 

Ci ge oS AR denarius, 19 mm, 3.71 g {hehe re Ge a aay 
ie pet ety rae ‘ Bee > ee ~\ 
Lif. yrs ™ - Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c. =e Roy) oe 

. a egg? © ae ee Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, scepter og e Sy TE: Kot iS 
i i Pe hs AFB 24 behind a IR ET 
2 HEN ae Ce ; 24 Reverse: Melpomene, muse of tragedy, wearing a sword b 2 TH es. 3 

PM pS on = : at waist, holding a club and tragic mask #- “ H Ny ot 

OMEN ie Ref. Bab. Pomponia 14; CRR 816; BMCRR 3615; By IN 2g 
Ae FE. eo) ea if Crawford 410/4 so \ Ie: 
eS oF Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur |. Frank, 1979.252 eae UR 
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Pian 95. Ye Ete 

ff. eS Bere AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.52 g iy iS 
Kee ee Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c fe ui ys ’ 

a KAD Re Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, flower on He he oT 4 
Ef Vee rg stem behind ee Sy Tv » EN 

td i OS a NES} Reverse: Erato, muse of love poetry, standing, playing a & ye, ee ON 
"2 ‘it ey Ali M4 lyre, right hand raised to the strings oe = hh = pe 

~ NO ae a Ref. Bab. Pomponia 12; CRR 814; BMCRR 3612; , a fi mS “A 
pe 9 ee ae Crawford 410/6 ’ a 4 iii, es ughed 
eee Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.258 REN 

ie ba iat a tS ie 

sa ead SS ay. i 
2 ee ae 
es Ss 96. png hy (cs 

, , i fe er ae 
7 . Wes yy AR denarius, 19.1 mm of Se i: 

Sf Dyes ray Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c. of } Jey) H Ms 
if Na” a. 4 MY Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, flower on fg PP eB \p p , 

ee 8 f y Fy, Ny stalk behind jie Boe ‘ pore 2) 
us : 7 ON MY Reverse: Terpsichore, muse of dance, holding lyre in rs Ho < ews ae | if Pe 

4 4 # ) ae” ais left hand and plectrum in right yo r i fs “4 
¥ ‘ ae ed Ref. Bab. Pomponia 17a; CRR 820a; BMCRR 3622; » Lia ih FL od 

& eS ba : eS Crawford 410/7d A Nate 7 Wik iso 
a a i _ Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.257 = nN Le" 

EMEP. cap Be Maden Se ee 
<f ‘m 97. es wa) 

Le Bika, Pe Sr i 
it > AR denarius, 19.1 mm x, Spe bh 

Cd LS tp ey Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c. 4 ae oe % 5 

yA lg a Se Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, wreath eee + Ri bea: Oa FE hee Se) i SS ¥ a | behind Se A | eae 
ia tt iJ a Reverse: Polymnia, muse of sacred song, standing in 4 G it \ LAE \ 

cacé,. ‘. 4 meditation “ah D Sas 
Ae 6 ™ Ref. Bab. Pomponia 15; CRR 817; BMCRR 3617; y fd +e") zw 

ae a Crawford 410/10a i i YY 
&, ‘i : i { , ~ ee Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.256 AN 
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sa Fm nN V) Tg oe 98. OD hoes lt, 

1) |) WSF oe % AR denarius, 19.1 mm FL ng vr Pe % 

ome . Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c. ee eS oN 
1 Se ee % Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, star behind re = Sd. oN 

Pee SAS i ° Reverse: Urania, muse of astrology, holding a rod in 3, = pa" y~ 1 

4 4 right hand and pointing to a globe on a tripod ' ~ i > A 
5 ie Ref. Bab. Pomponia 22; CRR 823; BMCRR 3628; | 8 7 Tt 

‘Cae A Crawford 410/8 Sh @ 7} 
: e - Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.255 wer = d\ Zz YZ 

a % Tih aye 
sare a 

Wooge 2: ‘ios De re 
via, ; 2a AR denarius, 17.5 mm gee : ae 

we” 5 s Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c Pet Tag hy ir oan 
£ iG ay a ea Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right, lyre key A nf E a ae 
Co u ae behind ea ey Je 2 4 
FSi: Re ae o Reverse: Calliope, muse of epic poetry, playing a lyre 2h “— t S , os y 

1 ee ,. ae ona pedestal ¥ ory i ‘4 ne 

4 o | j Pe Ref. Bab. Pomponia 10; CRR 812; BMCRR 3608; e og ES : r 
MMe Crawford 410/2b S SW Oe 
ET ce Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.259 3 yf (! 
Cin ait w K 

Be eas ° aes Bate a: 7 Siig 

se ee cee Sa 
oe fa) “we 5 ie , ex 100. eo a ~ - a 
KS pel 4 fs XD AR denarius, 17.5 mm fie en Ay 

ae, ihe se v 7 Mint: Rome; Q. Pomponius Musa, 66 B.c. | (f Sal = Ba ‘6 
ow! yy Ue Obverse: laureate head of Apollo, to right Bes, W i a i 

a ee rth pi, a Mf _ Reverse: Hercules in lion skin, playing lyre, HERCVLES AF Sia gi 
Hy rh ei ms Ne Z MVSARVM (Hercules, [leader] of the muses) 3 “ Ps y' Pe 

a7 Pi te al ee Ref. Bab Pomponia 8; CRR 810; BMCRR 3602 a F ‘ : for i 
RR Sy : Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.260 ‘ NG 

ae me 1a : 
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er eect Msc satoa, ea ck Te 
. 5 "OS Poe ‘ a 

' a 101. P : 
AR denarius, 17.5 mm, 3.85 g ee i ae 

Sn Mint: Rome; P. Licinius Nerva, 113-112 B.c. . 
ae Obverse: Roma — be 

i ye - Reverse: voting scene: one voter, on the bridge leading “és 
SNis : a to the ballot box, receives his ballot from an attendant; eee p> 
\ another, on the right, places his ballot in box; P NERVA } — ; = 

a Ref. Crawford 292/1; CRR 548; BMCRR II 526 e eo 
a> oe ; = Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.317 a. aR 

; s MS ~ nae er E 3 2 _ yy oe 

Sie ee a een a = 
See magi po oe Mee 2 

an Seat! 

oe 102. ‘iy 
<a aw AR denarius, 20.6 mm 9 . 
a, > Mint: Rome; L. Cassius Longinus, 52-50 B.c. ee" ~_ 

= at - : Obverse: Vesta, to left a ey me 
. ey ¥ Reverse: voter drops ballot marked with his response a ee 

ee Tes = to a law: Vti ROGAS, (as you propose, aye), on right at = 
5 % LONGIN IIIV — . Kan :. 

a Ref. CRR 935; BMCRR 3929-36 + wae ESR cS 
Y Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.263 Se 9 oy 

“age Ca 
. — 

103. vp ' 

AR denarius, 19.1 mm a . > 
Mint: Rome; Cn. Cornelius Blasio, 112-111 B.c. ~ pa ee Sg 

Las Obverse: Mars; CN BLASIO CN F (Gnaeus Blasio, son Pa * UME £ r 
Se _ re et of Gnaeus) ae e | as 

Oh rand a Reverse: Jupiter facing front between Juno to left, and Roark yd ~£ 
4 rs - fo ~ Minerva to right, below ROMA aR 3) i, A 

ra nt ~ Ref. Crawford 296/Id; CRR 561b; BMCRR I! 626 ~ RS ee 
= Ps g La aed Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.250 % Te) TY 

SS ~y a These three deities were the Capitoline Triad, the most REE a 
ee — important politico-religious cult of Rome. &o 

42



ANCIENT COINS 

: 104. 

‘ ae ss AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.25 g Be ia, NS 
‘ P , ete Mint: uncertain; C. Julius Caesar, 46 B.c. fs wih, Se 

ae es 45 nN ___ Obverse: Ceres, wearing corn wreath; behind, civil titles ae OP aca N\ a 
Le I ee of Caesar: COS TERT (consul for the third time); DICT Bye a 
BS ) Na ee . | i ITER (dictator for the second time) en pe 7 ht 

AR fe by Reverse: priestly instruments and titles—libation cup, a NN a 4: eat: 
ene re wi Genes sprinkler, jug, and priestly staff; above, AVGVR; below, Be eRe es rary sg ae Pe TMAX ee ee ey 

ere “y SF sé. Crawford 467/La; CRR 1023; BMCRR Africa 23. ie % a aes yy 
SEGA ae Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.270 aa bon pe te Sees fae ad MN eS i ai fea Caesar was elected Pontifex Maximus, the head of the Roman oS WAS 

ae state religion, as a young man. The office eventually went to Se mee 
the emperor Augustus and was passed through his successors aries 
to Constantine, who relinquished it to the Christian Bishop of 

Rome, 

105. 

AR denarius, 17.5 mm, 3.76 g 

Mint: Rome; M. Volteius, 78 B.c. P 7 
Obverse: laureate male bust, to right, possibly Attis, . 

behind mask of Pan 
Reverse: Cybele riding, to right, in biga, drawn by lions; — 5 

she holds patera in right hand; above ITA; (Greek 

b numerals I-85); in exergue M VOLTEI M F Re Re 
en Ref. Crawford 385/4; CRR 777; BMCRR 3179 oF Pm { 

Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.455 . } 

= oS Volteius struck coins to celebrate the five great games; this > % 

Mn ff one commemorates the Megalensia, in honor of the Great i yy 

Rear Mother of the Gods, whose wild Asiatic cult was introduced s nea en 
7 about 210 s.c. and lasted down to the late empire. 

Baya Pa ree 106. ae. Sets 
Ne AR denarius, 17.5 mm Be Nae SS: 

ae A “oe Movable mint; L. Manlius Torquatus, 82 B.c. e. as me “7 
y aS ee, a : Obverse: Roma, to right; before, L MANLI geeey | Foc = : 
“NG < Ye i Reverse: triumphal chariot crowned by Victory in SESS aS : | 
= “Sie. 7 = h quadriga, with reins in left hand and caduceus in right Ye a A PN * 

a <q hand; in exergue, L SVLLA IMP —— : Ney 
A Sr Or Ref. Crawford 367/5 ne? NN 
3 Se Gta oa 3 Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.249 ss Ra, i Yt 
a oh iff SS Teta! Ne 

_*, AE os Za Sulla, the conservative champion, was the victor in a savage 7 a 
ES >” civil war (86-78 B.c.). IMPerator, originally “commander,” later f: 
— came to mean “emperor.” ‘ 
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107. 

AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.70 g 

Mint: Rome; M. Aemilius Scaurus, A. Plautius, 58 B.c. "i > 

Obverse: Aretas, king of the Nabatean Arabs, kneeling mp 
dial right and holding camel and olive branch; above, M a oy 

i SCAVR; at sides, EX S C (by decree of the Senate); in a & - 

: exergue, REX ARETAS (17S ma 7 ae 
Reverse: Jupiter in quadriga hurling thunder bolt; i OY can | : 

A below scorpion; above, P HYPSAE; in exergue C = Noe oe 
a HYPSAE COS PREIVE hi e 
a é Ref. Crawford 422/Ib; CRR 913 age 

a ha Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.304 _ A 

wae Scaurus was sent by Pompey in 64 B.c. to settle the dispute —— 5 
between Hyrcanus and Aristobulus over the rule of Judaea. 

‘Two years later he was sent against Aretas, a local sheik, but 
withdrew, probably heavily bribed. 

< zs 108. it BOW 
e ‘ AE as, 28 mm, 17.02 g ia be 
. fs Mint: Spain; unknown moneyer, 46-45 B.c. ‘ : * Ba 

4 j Obverse: laureate head of Janus with features of Pompey 4 Pa oe 
ie Reverse: prow, to right; above, CN MAG, (Gnaeus # \ 

cs eae a i, [Pompeius] Magnus); below, PIVS (dutiful to the gods, ( 7 é ff i 
o So ) the state, and one's family) eh) Dy | | 

: ee 3 Ref. Crawford 471/1; CRR 1040; BMCRR Spain 84 ; ‘4 
ee, = 7 Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.363 c fi: ji 

“ ‘ A “ Defeated by Caesar at Pharsalus in 48 B.c., Pompey fled to be 4 E D5 He 
is ae i ee p/ see Egypt, where he was killed. His sons fought on for a dozen 2 : J Poe 

Uns en ial 5 : A fe years. One of them may have struck this coin. eae i . : Eee 

109. 
AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.27 g 

Mint: Sicily; Sex. Pompeius, 42-40 B.c. 

Obverse: Pharos (lighthouse) of Messana, with statue 

i Sis of Neptune leaning on trident; before, ship with aquila me a 

a a a on tripod at prow and trident, flagstaff, and grappling a a 

a iy iron at stern; around, MAG PIVS IMP |ITER] (Magnus, J 4 

4 ~ E. the dutiful [son], general for the second time) 3 c 
3 " _ Reverse: Scylla, to left, holding rudder, her body ending a » 

e: in two fishtails and the foreparts of three dogs; around, e 

4 PRAEFectus CLASsis ET ORAE MARITimae EX S C, 4 Be 

: if (prefect of the fleet and seacoast, by decree of the a ‘ = Bs 
S Ni — yf Senate) s \ a y 
™ ey Ref. Crawford 511/4a; CRR 1348; BMCRR Sicily 18 > : a p 

te) Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.366 . ‘ y = 

—= a F Sextus Pompey in Sicily and the Parthians in the East kept SS 

Octavian and Antony from settling accounts for a decade. 
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seem © 110. Fig a AL AY 
ees i 2 \ AR denarius, 20.6 mm, 3.80 g Ce te 

AN Fy ¥ ee Pe. | Mint: Rome; L. Flaminius, 42 B.c. oe > 
i] ee oi me to Obverse: laureate head of Julius Caesar, to right : a 

f rR . Ke " Reverse: Pax (Peace) standing, to left, holding sceptre e = 
\ ( a \ ‘& | and caduceus; behind, L FLAMINIVS IIII VIR 3 <a 

Ni NR SET Ref. CRR 1089; BMCRR 4201 Zs S P 
~ J ] Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.328 7 4 ~ * Jf 

. een ee 
X OE Aa - - 

ONO Bh ar 

eta yh U1. ; ary : 
AY Pos ‘> AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.95 g ere Cale meh. 

AAS s y NN dae f -* Moving mint, Antony and Octavian, 39 B.c. ; e. ’ LN} a a J > 
A ~~ Fy A ‘ Obverse: head of Antony, to right; around, M ANTON ;" Whe a Sa, =: a 

we AB a IMP IIL VIR R PCM BARBATQ P(M. Antonius, general, | SSE LD DINE OG a 
ey er SS one of a committee of three for reorganizing the aes Tagg 2 a: 
Wa < ar 9 = H republic; M. Barbatius, quaestor [acting as] praetor) Rs Et AM . A & a se 

es wt ee Reverse: bearded head of Octavian; around, CAESAR ge. re re , Ss 
CS Sey IMP PONT III VIR R PC (Triumvir Rei Publicae Ta A} a a ee 

‘ PP wi a , Constituendae) Ng por Be y ste y 

° sa y Ref. CRR 1181 ote are 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.329 NG e 

112. 

4 ‘ ' AR cistophorus (chest-bearer), 26.5 mm, 11.65 g iY a 
PAE Mint: East; Antony, 39 8.c. See), / hi se 
see, bree \ Obverse: conjoined heads of Antony and Octavia, th Wi eS en 

eile) eh (ESA SP . \y_Octavian’s sister, whom Antony had married; around, M , 4 be NE eae Ye 
Ee eer oS ANTONIVS IMP COS DESIG ITER ET TERT (M. j ea ee ry a ae 

ise ASS 4 . = Antonius, general, consul designate for the second and A fs ail 1) f i 
| ee Pee rr | third times) a H Li te ri b i 
xe. Ps NG i < th Reverse: Bacchus on mystical chest between two 4 Ae Teas AP . y 
hie ei St Nn ty serpents ; FES \ er’ if 

FB Ae Ref. BMCRR Rep Il 135 . : 
. k Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.330 " 

The cista mystica type had originated in Ephesus in about i 
146 B.c. as a container for sacred objects. 

45



ELVEHJEM 

po 113. oa 

OH ¥. AR denarius, 17.5 mm, 3.60 g gen agen! ee ‘ 

o~ me CS Mint: East, Antony, 32-31 B.c MD. i) HON ae as ‘ 
oe Te z é woe Obverse: galley, to right, with rowers; inscription: ANT / eo: Hi Son 

a ee Naa Ai AVG III VIR R PC. ( AVG is for Augur, a high religious f. 2 RT. pa ee 

7 eS od '; office) Sy eran 
ae VV vee we Reverse: Legionary eagle between two standards; LEG §- Pe eu ei 1 
tes = a Mt! Ct ee ret 

Ee BF SLOPE deca . Ill ie, We a * i 

4 enor ath dey I E Ref. CRR 1217; Seaby 343 except Leg III a bY ay ae us y Ae 
- WS Tit os ve Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.27] ; > ore 3 tte ae 
See 4, TE oe a x = . “AAS rd 

pa he ae | The combined fleets and armies of Antony and Cleopatra (see Rey Vaal 
ae re, cat. no. 54) were gathered in western Greece in 31 B.c.tomeet [ a aa 

; a Freel Ppa, the forces of Octavian. At Actium, on the west coast of aye 
— Greece, the two navies met, and Antony and Cleopatra, 

defeated in the battle, fled to Egypt and their deaths. This 

coin was struck to pay the troops, hence the reverse 
inscription, different for each legion-here the Third (LEG III). 
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COINAGE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 

The number of imperial coin types is enormous. The emperor Hadrian averaged over a hundred new ones a year from A.D. 117 

to 138. This selection includes only a tiny fraction of the whole coinage, but it can shed light on the political, economic, and 

artistic currents of the first four centuries of our era. 

From the time of Augustus, the coinage is devoted to the emperor's propaganda: his portrait on the obverse, his 

achievements and virtues or portraits of a few of his family on the reverse. Gold and silver were still struck, but large 

handsome bronze coins appeared in new denominations: the sestertius (two and one-half asses) and dupondius (two asses) 

The Senate decided only what was to appear on bronze, on the reverse of which we often find a large S C, “by decree of the 

Senate.” 

Under the empire the Greek cities of the East still struck, but almost entirely in billon (an alloy of silver) or bronze. Such 

coins have Greek inscriptions. Their reverse types are usually of local deities and legends. For example, cat. no. 175, struck at 

Antioch, shows the emperor Trebonianus Gallus (a.p. 251-253) on the obverse, but the reverse has the shrine of Tyche (the 

Good Luck) of the city, containing a statue of Antioch with a turreted crown on her head and the River Orontes under her feet; 

the inscriptions on both sides are in Greek. 

The Roman Empire extended from Scotland to Egypt, from Spain and Morocco to Hungary, Romania, and Armenia. In 

its eastern provinces Greek was the common language; in the western, Latin. Minor local tongues were everywhere. We are 

told that at the execution of a certain rebel, a sign was displayed reading “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews” in Hebrew (i.e. 

Aramaic) and Greek and Latin-the languages of the natives, the Hellenized Jews thronging to the Passover, and the ruling 

power. A few months earlier, when his fellow Jews had asked, “is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar?,” Jesus had called for a 

penny (denarius; possibly the same sort as cat. no. 118) and asked, “whose are the image and superscription?” They answered, 

“Caesar's.” In the gospels and Acts, very large sums are given in talents (a weight, not a coin), some middling sums in “pieces 

of silver” (probably old Tyrian shekels). The only Jewish coins before the revolt of 66 C.E. were bronze, like the widow's “mite” 

(the little bronze prutah; see cat. no. 48). Only rarely did the Romans allow their subjects to coin gold and silver, though a few 

regions were permitted billon or potin, alloys of silver. The coins of the Greek-speaking East are misleadingly called “Greek 

imperial.” Some of them, especially from Alexandria and Antioch, are very handsome. Like the Jews, all the subject peoples of 

the empire were forced to accede to a Roman-controlled exchange, which had little relation to the actual value of the metal. 

But the Romans had another reason for using copper alloys-prestige. The big, handsome sestertii and dupondii of the early 

empire could carry impressive images and, for those who could read, impressive superscriptions. Jesus’ question was not an 

idle one; the right to coin money is the right to express a government's pride and hopes. 

But to a ruling people, control of public opinion, especially that of the lower orders, is essential. If a vicious emperor, 

son of a famous father, succeeds an unpopular one, how can he emphasize his beloved ancestor? Label the coinage “GAIVS 

SON OF GERMANICVS" and ignore the grim and unpopular Tiberius. Public works, especially spectacular ones, can win 

acclaim as well. Trajan’s bridge over the Danube, Hadrian's travels in Spain, Nero’s public meat market—all are subjects for 

propaganda. Best of all, however, is military victory: a crocodile chained to a palm tree reminds people, even in southern Gaul 

where it was struck, that Augustus had defeated the Egyptians. 

There were other forms of association as well. Names, for instance, made good propaganda. The family name of 

Vespasian was Flavius, but it does not appear on his coins; he called himself Caesar. Just so the successors of the Antonines 

(when the line of M. Aurelius died out in A.p. 192) adopted his name, thus establishing a dubious claim to continuity. What is 

more, an emperor could claim almost any virtue, rightly or not, hoping that those who read the inscription would assume that 

he would not claim it if he did not possess it. 
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THE JULIO-CLAUDIAN EMPERORS, 27 B.C.—A.D.68 

Republican Rome was ruled for centuries by a land-holding oligarchy, which slowly gave way in the second century B.c. toa 

few families, whose wealth came from exploiting the new provinces. These great families, especially those whose members 

had held the consulate, monopolized the control of the state through a network of alliances, economic and marital, 

euphemistically called amicitia (friendship). Portraits on these coins are limited to the emperor himself and a few of his 

immediate family. Coin portraits, common among the Hellenistic kings, did not appear in Rome until the middle of the first 

century B.c.; one, possibly of M. Brutus in 43 B.c., may be the first. 

zs ae Se 114. ge ate a Sr oot 

Peg Bl AE sestertius, 20.6 mm, 26.80 g cae Bhs 
mag ‘ 5 we Mint: Rome, Augustus, 21 B.c. | GIP RE Ss 
% © _ Obverse: Oak wreath between two laurel branches; OB ese q 

‘ ie a 2 CIVES SERVATOS (for having saved citizens) Pe Ved , A 

Ares Fee “ : Reverse: C MARCI L F CENSORIN AVG III VIR Auro ; =e . 

Ny ae acl: Argento Aere Feriundo Flando (C. Marcius Censorinus, ei es 0 
te f os et eS an augur, one of the Committee of Three for striking Oa Sp 

f N a4 me and casting gold, silver, and bronze); in center, S C Os ee eo f 
NEES i 4 Ref. RIC Aug. 178 ASG A 
See SY ee ef dm Re Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.197 = SS Sef 

NOS es NAEP ep 
t Rese cant AS BS ii The civic crown was given to Augustus in 27 B.c., on the ae eee a 
BEES Se amen es | ___ analogy of the decoration, under the Republic, for saving the 2 Bese 
— ee life of a comrade in battle. It was later voted to other eee age ear 

emperors. 

115. 

AE as, 19.1 mm 

Tiberius, after a.p. 22. 

Obverse: bust of Augustus, radiate (wearing a crown 

with rays), to left, DIVVS AVGVSTVS PATER (Augustus, ’ 

my deified father) 

Reverse: altar; at sides, S C; around, PROVIDENTia 
(foresight) 

Ref. Seaby 424 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.331 

Augustus had reluctantly adopted his stepson Tiberius in 
A.D.4. Divus (officially listed as a god) was a title decreed by 

the Senate to some recently dead emperors. 
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eu 116. Atl 
Sgt Sea i AE as, 28 mm, 10.93 g [BEES 

(OA NOS SQ Tiberius or Gaius, A.D. 14-37 or 37-41 (Goa = e SSeS, 
Nn KAO Obverse: head of Agrippa, to left, wearing rostral crown Sri Saag SS Seen. 
ee JES’ (one with beaks of ships); M AGRIPPA L F COS III p55 =o rin, JPR a) 
eats» Se Zh (Marcus Agri f Luci i Pera on Piet sot Sa Ze grippa, son of Lucius, three times consul) yeas [ty ES 
ee FT owe ; ; : * RSs) Sk Poe ee ea 

feed Sk CR Reverse: Neptune standing, to left, holding dolphin aa aS 
hh . ERS oes . a) of aed ees I ae and trident; at sides, SC tek ER ASS ; 

* v4 < AS Ref. Seaby 456; BMC 161; RIC Tib. 32 are ie be 3 s 

’ oa eo £ e Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.273 ee “ ae 
oe 5 ee a q brace = 
a Cap a = < , Agrippa (d. 12 B.c.) received the naval crown for winning the eX pea “ . Be 

4 Pd battle of Actium in 31 B.c. Agrippa was a loyal and expert fags SS a ere 
Ce aa sth ay general and minister of Augustus, and husband of Augustus’ ee 7 ong Pre 

ee . — daughter, Julia. SESE ~ 

ss Says ‘ 117. Ba Re Seem : 
oe Poa AE dupondius, 26 mm, 12.50 g eae ee 4 sae at 

lo Re oe Mint: Nemausus (Nimes), 24-19 B.c. Bec 4 gO 
ss EE he aie eS Obverse: Heads of Augustus, to left, and Agrippa, to ae ou Nee ee 
Stas Sa Zap SB ne right, both laureate; M DIVI F : Foal Rage 
we oe S Reverse: crocodile chained to palm tree; COL NEM re ‘in See 

i TOT EE eS: (Colonia Nemausiensis) Be. Be, eb 3 
: Pe me ge ae. Ref. Cohen I. 179.7 " ND os ies 

NSE ee Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.202 i, aes Peas Re 

Kg RE SS Fook Semmes 

SN Oz 
co ig a 118. A ox Se 
LOR AE denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.70 g  Ahfitue Pa 
J RY ne aN Tiberius, 15-16 B.c. TRIO a 

(Se aw P SER s«Obbveerse:: laureate bust of Tiberius, to right; TICAESAR | es oye wy 
4 Sse 4 th a \ a DIVI AVG F AVGVSTVS (Tiberius Caesar, son of the ae, yey 
at » iF yO ie Deified Augustus, [himself] Augustus SG i o> i. 

a ms AK a SY Reverse: Livia, Tiberius’ mother, seated, to right; Ve ae $ | 
Ve W See PONTIFex MAXIMus (chief priest). RE NS ee 
Ne it \, a Ref. Seaby 467 : Bn a 
NI, ow » ;» Rae Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.293 ae ~ eae yi * 

™~ los | 7? Poin: ae ieee 
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. 119. 
a W) a AR denarius, 19.1 mm - ; Bc 

NS Py ee a . 1S Te: i. iy La Augustus, 27 B.c—A.D.14 a 4 Sy 
J 2, ' a Ne Obverse: bust of Augustus, to right; CAESAR BES roy A ‘ 

; ip : Gi | wr AVGVSTVS DIVI F PATER PATRIAE (Augustus, son of iis Be i, i 
| ha tp ENA) the deified {Julius Caesar], father of the fatherland) | | I & Ue ‘ho Se 

ae , am a Reverse: Gaius and Lucius Caesar, standing, with aA ip = 

Lae a4 } ‘ Ree ; ol ; shields and spears; above, priestly implements; a oar] a Ye lied z 

VA Ie wh vee around, facing out, G L CAESARES AVGYSTI F COS RS ry te lac ad) 
ae Nes M Stehiredgf =©=———«zDESIG PRINC IVVENT (Gaius and Lucius Caesar, sons Wa i. 

NGS peo ea of Augustus, consuls designate, leaders of youth) ae ere 
eee Ref. BMC Imp. 519; RIC 350 ALES SS 

: _— Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.272 = . 

The two boys were sons of Julia and Agrippa, whom Augustus 

had adopted in the hope that they would succeed him. Both 
of them died young. 

Oe ee i eenstreats perc 

ads S a 120. wee eo Ls 
i : ea Bs AE as, 28 mm, 10.88 g A GE nang tg 3 

a pape Fy Mint: Rome; Augustus, A.D. 10-11 Meg > 
PN: hoe Eu = F. Obverse: bare head of Tiberius, to right; Tl CAESAR a. em oe 

PN ae AVGVST F IMPERATOR V REE poy ge oe 
pom “ ® ak Reverse: PONTIFEX TRIBVN POTESTATE XII; S C in Peas = ee | 

— bt sg center r “% ds erg mS ) Ref. RIC Aug. 274 ae: eet 
(GEO s/f Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.203 NSE a A 
f ae SS =. SY : Ey This coin depicts Tiberius, aged fifty-two. ae : : Se e E es 

Re! MAN Kane eee eee AEN passe Waris : PRR tae ten 

“ s at. & Aa 
ache 121. as ORR ES 

see Me AE as, 26 mm, 11.50 g ~~ 5 a FyeNS 
~ = mn Ay Mint: Rome, A.D. 36-37 NS iT ~~ = ‘ 

i ae 4 hor Obverse: laureate head of Tiberius, to left; Tl CAESAR a ee ie em : 
& IBS DIVI AVG F AVGVST IMP VIII os = | a , 

a4 i: Reverse: PONTIF MAX TR POT XXxXIIX; at sides, S C Re : - Si 
* Ref. RIC Tib. 136 i as A F on oe 

; Gift of Herbert M, Howe, 1980.415 a 6438 Oe 

P ; This example also shows Tiberius, aged seventy-eight. AX Oz 
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122) 

: , AE as, 28 mm, 11.08 g , 

= : Mint: Rome Fe ae 

A ; Tiberius, a.p. 22-23. Rc bee Ce ae | 
- = Obverse: bare head of Drusus II (son of Tiberius), to tec Pr mS # 

? 4 left; DRVSVS CAESAR TI AVG F DIVI AVG N (Drusus A gos, TES 
‘ + Caesar, son of Tiberius the emperor, grandson of the >) ae ad i rag ie r 

— deified Augustus) a io 8 a 
iY “ Reverse: S C; around, PONTIF TRIBVN POTEST ITER Ge ames alll A 

5; i ({state] priest, tribunicial power for the second time) x ‘ “Fg 
Sip ae Ref. RIC Tib. 99 A. ea Y 

ne wd ¥ Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.414 @ PS et “ 

- Drusus II, the only surviving son of Tiberius, married his ed iD S 

cousin Livia II. A year or so after this coin, she and the 
minister Sejanus, her lover, are said to have poisoned Drusus. 

2 123. 

AE sestertius, 22.2 mm, 25.30 g 

thas 2 Mint: Rome : 
: e Tiberius, A.D. 22-23 : 

Obverse: Tiberius seated, to left; CIVITATIBVS ASIAE <= 
Y c A RESTITVTIS, ({commemorating] the rebuilding of the . 

as cities of Asia [Minor]) 
e —— ; Reverse: S C; around, Tl CAESAR DIVI AVG F AVGVST P ; 

a F MTR POT XxXIIII. \ sr see ef 

‘ 3 - Lent by State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1.1990.4 _ \ 7 

een - A severe earthquake devastated many cities of western Asia Eye 

Minor in a.D.17. The emperor immediately sent aid. 

124. 
AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.78 g 

Mint: Rome 

wa Claudius, a.p. 41-54 

_ Be Obverse: diademed head of Antonia II, to right; il = 

J Pte “ag ANTONIA AVGVSTA ail . 

te i Reverse: two upright torches joined by ribbon; % 2 

F ; E SACERDOS DIVI AVGVSTI (priestess of the deified ag utes : Bo 
Fe ef Augustus) S % 

‘ Ae a Ref, RIC Claud. 114 3 e 
‘ / Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.234 fg ~ 

4 _ Fee Antonia was the daughter of Octavia I (sister of Augustus) and y e 

: y/ M. Antonius, the wife of Drusus | (brother of Tiberius), the N Zz 

‘a y; mother of Germanicus and the emperor Claudius, the ‘a y EF 

\ / grandmother of the emperor Gaius, and the great- X P 

NE _— grandmother of Nero. Gaius probably gave her the title of S ~ 
—= “Augusta” (empress), and certainly gave her that of Priestess See eo 

of Augustus. 
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x 125. 
es AE as, 28 mm, 10.40 g Se —— 

vow. TS Mint: Rome mS 
a eee i Claudius, a.p. 41-54 eg . 

i Fae *. See Le Obverse: bust of Claudius, bare headed, to left; TI fe F 
Se ae a CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG P MTR P IMP Pater Patriae = - 
ree Dos Nee” Reverse: Minerva standing, to left, with spear, shield, g ‘ sali oe 
<eP Bs a C é and helmet; around CONSTANTIAE AVGVSTI; S C : ye, i 
Ret ees Seay Ref. RIC Claud. 199 — : ed 

s a #3 Sy Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.233 ae te 
= fre sa BY yee Claudius, brother of Germanicus, succeeded his nephew ~ <P 

£ Settee Gaius in A.0.41. He married four times, the last of his wives 
Si Saat being his niece Agrippina II, mother (by a previous marriage) ae 

of Nero. We are told that he had some deformity of the neck, 
which appears on many of his coins, carefully minimized. 

PORE CE 126. Sc Re Cre rer ecrene 
a al gece AE as, 28 mm, 10.06 g eae ee 
aa gs 7 ee? Mint: Rome ——— se 
é a Fe, JTS ee Claudius, a.p. 41-54 z ig 2% . 
q ate Obverse: head of Germanicus, bare, to right; a, : 

e-., peed a ; GERMANICVS CAESAR TI AVG F DIVI AVG Nepos : 
ee a ; (grandson) 3 

has x Reverse: S C in center; around, Tl CLAVDIVS CAESAR Se $ 
: iy AVG GERM PM TR P IMP PP Ee ae ey z 

” iy Ref, RIC Claud. 215 ( aes J 

NS & ef Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980,237 AS ef 
Soe a Sine i < aon ee Bg hee Pe Augustus made Tiberius his successor on condition that Bt, 3 ene 
fa Tiberius adopt his nephew, Germanicus, the son of his Ch nel a yi 
I  _Csbrother Drusus, as his heir. Germanicus was popular, though NG ARGUS. SA TS On RR ORE A ote 

hardly competent, but he was the husband of Augustus’ 
granddaughter, Agrippina |, and the father of six children and 
was favored among the opponents of Tiberius. He died in the 

East in a.p.19 (possibly by poison), and his family served as a 
focus for the anti-Tiberian party. 

127. 

ea AE sestertius, 35 mm P 

leo Sls Mint: Rome ep = ym 
EN me NF * Gaius or Claudius, a.p. 37-41 FS fe te) Sah gw 

Ne x i) ZS Obverse: head of Agrippina I, to right; AGRIPPINA M F iter 
ma pce ae ie MATer C CAESARIS AVGVSTI (Agrippina, daughter of ye eg a wy 
i Pe aes es — Marcus [Agrippa], mother of C. Caesar Augustus) Fi 3 A 

; : es ral | Reverse: carpentum (covered two-wheeled carriage, used : Z 
; . were especially by ladies of the royal family; Agrippina’s ; pore Fo 7 
<< _ ae appeared at her funeral); Senatus Populus-Que % 43 é ? 

A Pe 4 e\ SF Romanus MEMORIAE AGRIPPINAE (the Senate and ws i 

Sea 7 the Roman people, to the memory of Agrippina). ne Fo 
yey ail Lent by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Ca RE ae 

1.1990.5 
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yA Sige fae AE sestertius, 35 mm, 25.13 g OO ENS Gree 
IN eee ees Mint: Rome Ba 

Oye Claudius, a.p. 41-54 PERS ES ETN OG 
js mcs ee Fe pes zs Obverse: bust of Agrippina Major, to right, with hair in iS = = Fa 4 = S 

ee a iva braid, AGRIPPINA M F GERMANICI CAESARIS ee Nee 
pee 2 ee ( BS Reverse: Tl CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG GERM P M TR P eee we ee i 
Vet ax IMP P P. SC in center Me eS ey 
ea eee Ref, RIC Claud. 219 eee ee oe 
KS = es ae, Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.236 — SP pee 

129. 
AE sestertius, 45 mm, 26.30 g 

Mint: Rome 

Gaius, A.D. 37-41 

Obverse: laureate bust of Gaius, to left, C CAESAR AVG 

; GERMANICVS PON M TR POT 

Reverse: in oak wreath, S PQ R P P OB CIVES 

' SERVATOS. 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.294 

Gaius, son of Germanicus, was born in an army camp and 

received the nickname of Caligula (“Bootsy”), by which he is 

often known. He inherited his father's popularity for a year or 

so, until his arrogant behavior and his attempt to increase the 
power of the emperor lost him popular support. He was 

assassinated in a.p. 41. Later writers accused him of madness 
and cruelty. Gaius is said to have made his horse, Incitatus, 

his colleague as consul. 

130. 
AE sestertius, 37 mm, 27.24 g 

Mint: Rome 

4 Nero, A.D. 54-68 
Obverse: laureate bust of Nero, to right; NERO 

CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG GER P M TR P IMP P P 
Reverse: Roma seated, on cuirass to left, with Victory; 

ROMAS C 
Ref. Cohen 264 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.295 
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f BAe 131. Pe 
fio aS AE sestertius, 42 mm 4 fe ee x 

/ Veo iy Dep. Mint: Rome, a.p. 64 emi aoe ’ 
SE nM = Nero, A.D. 54-68 | ee 
FW, a Poe & Say Obverse: laureate bust of Nero, to right; NERO CLAVD Z CA Blend 7 eh 
Si ere Es | Fe eS CAESAR AVG GERM P MTR P IMP P P. (Germanicus, | a eq tr ee 
= | ae a eS Victor over the Germans) Ae dbo eh 4] =< WN A= Petes Sj ' Reverse: Closed temple of Janus; PACE |P R TERRA] 4 iPS Pts i pea 
ees Se SM —MARIOVE PARTAIANVMCLVSIT (Since peace had | MAA eres oe CO 

’ as a = od E been produced [on land and seal, he closed the Eg eg F: 
Ey SS ae Temple of Janus). th SALT) ASE RS 

ae SANE NG ad F Be Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.296 Ee re 5 SB Bie 

Augustus had done the same, but before him only two others 

‘ x 132. i ss 

a oe ts Billon tetradrachm, 22.2 mm, 11.35 g ir 
4 “ Mint: Alexandria, A.D. 56-57 4 ~ =e ia ca i 

a : Ge a Nero, A.D. 54-68 a SN ; Se orgie Be 
a 3 Obverse: laureate head of Nero, to right, NEP KAAY a a es os, 

i e ¥ KATS SEB PEP AY (Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus 3 re Sea ae 
es ees Ms Germanicus Imperator) : = up mere a= ie) 

§ S. as Reverse: bust of Agrippina II, to right, her hair in ae 44 
‘a ace = pigtail; AT PIINIINA SEBA® (Agrippina Augusta); in | gga fi es i} ee 

aa = E front, Lg (year 3) a : ee | 
OS ee Ref. BMC Alex. 16.116 ee : y/ 

SS ? E Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.348 NS 7 

tee . a “e ee Agrippina Il was the daughter of Agrippina | (and so great- coe “ a Ow 
. granddaughter of Augustus) and Germanicus (and so great- 

granddaughter of M. Antonius); great-niece of Tiberius; sister 
of Gaius; wife of her cousin, Claudius (whom she murdered); 

mother of Nero (who murdered her); and murderess of her 

stepson, Britannicus. 

133. 

_ ° 7 Billon tetradrachm, 26 mm, 13.00 g < - 4 

— P ’ Bias Mint: Alexandria, A.D. 56-57 aa ie 
4 se Nero, A.D. 54-68 a Bote me i 

, ___ Obverse: laureate head of Nero, to right, NEP KAAY a Bs — 
: KATS SEB TEP AY 

Reverse: bust of Octavia III, to right; in front, Lg (year 

3); OKTAOYIA SEBASTOY (Octavia, wife of the 

emperor) rz 
F ‘ Ref. BMC Alex. 16.119 i - F 
2 ay Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.349 Ti 
. a ae '*- 

a PB  — Octavia was the daughter of Messalina, third wife of Claudius; tN aS 
NS a ee stepsister and wife of Nero; and great-niece and daughter-in- Se eS 
a law of Agrippina. Wishing to marry Poppaea, Nero had Octavia teense 

accused of adultery, banished, and murdered. 
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a ae 134. Bee 
— Pah Ee - a Billon tetradrachm, 26 mm, 11.82 g Pea i. 

a <a aga ae a Mint: Alexandria, a.0. 63-64 i eee ae 
BS tees ea Nero, A.D. 54-68 3 Srey : c 
FAA Ne ik Obverse: laureate head of Nero, to right, NEP KAAY a Orage >| ci 
eS eet cee Bs, KAIS SEB TEP AY bein sar 

q oy me Rg ae Reverse: bust of Poppaea, to right; in front, Li (year 10); oe a8 Na eae rae) 
; ef Hy a 7 TIONMAIA SEBASTH (Poppaea the empress) EN a mn bg =e iy 
m ha ES. Ref. BMC Alex. 16.122 4 4 I ie te yo 

el Bo] Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.350 oF eS a / 
NS ‘ on aS Py wipe Poppaea was wife of M. Salvius Otho, who gave her up to = a te + a7 

be Se a is Nero in return for a governorship of Portugal, and who was aes S 
later to be emperor for a few months. Poppaea bore a 

daughter Claudia, who soon died and was deified as “the 
Divine Infant.” When Poppaea again became pregnant, Nero 

kicked her in a moment of rage, and she died. 

THE FLAVIANS AND ANTONINES 

The armies in several provinces rose in A.p. 68 against Nero, and he committed suicide, crying, “What a craftsman perishes in 

me!” Four emperors claimed the throne in a.p. 69—Galba, Otho, Vitellius, and Vespasian. The last of these was not a member 

of the aristocracy of Rome, but an Italian who had risen to high command in the army and was at the time engaged in the 

siege of Jerusalem. Leaving the siege to his son Titus, he returned to Italy and secured the throne. Jerusalem fell in a.p. 70 and 

Masada three years later. Vespasian made no effort to pretend to connections with Augustus, and his coins show him for what 

he was—a tough army officer with a bull neck. He was succeeded by his son Titus (A.D. 79-81), called “the darling of the 

human race,” in whose reign Mt. Vesuvius erupted and destroyed Pompeii and Herculaneum. Titus was in turn succeeded by 

his brother Domitian, who was assassinated in a.p. 96. An elderly senator, Nerva, ruled for two years and instituted the policy 

of succession that saved the empire's internal peace for a century—each emperor named and adopted his successor. 

Of the century that followed, the historian Gibbon wrote: 

Ifa man were called to fix the period in the history of the world during which the condition of the human race was most happy and 

prosperous, he would, without hesitation, name that which elapsed from the death of Domitian to the accession of Commodus. 

The empire reached its greatest extent. Except for two Jewish revolts, savagely suppressed, it was generally peaceful 

from A.D. 70 to about 160. Taxation was not yet crushing, and administration was effective. However, the arts and Greek 

literature stagnated. The coins are competent but imitative. Perhaps the most impressive of the arts were architecture and 

engineering. 
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i Ste AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.02 g oe a 
= . ic Mint: Rome a : a 

+ ? Vitellius, a.p. 69 s - . 
5 Obverse: laureate head of Vitellius, to right; A ae 

y VITELLIVS GERM IMP AVG TR P y | 

" Reverse: Libertas standing front, looking right; il 

5 4 LIBERTAS RESTITVTA y 

= ot : Ref. RIC Vit. 31 , / 
SS y Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.453 a y ; 

SON yy Vitellius, commander of an army in Germany, was the third i, NS ey 
a ~~ emperor in the year A.b. 69. When he was being led to his y ——__ g 
Se = ee death, a soldier held a sword, point up, under his chin, to OE Ne ne = LenS 2 

— 7 keep him from bowing his head. ya - 

136. 

AR denarius, 17.5 mm, 2.92 g , 

Rome, A.D. 69-70 j 

Vespasian, A.D. 69-79 | : 
Obverse: laureate head of Vespasian, to right; IMP ¥ ; 

CAES VESP AVG P M 4 

Reverse: priestly implements; above, AVGVR; below, 
TRI POT. Vespasian does not use the name of his own 

family (Flavius), but keeps the Julio-Claudian titles 

Ref. RIC Vesp. 50 

Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.444 & 

137, 

i 6h ee AE sestertius, 71. 33 mm - aie, = 

Pie lta Mint: Rome, a.p. 69-70 Pgh ee 
ee ff Vespasian, A.D. 69-79 Alas cae 
Lid Ae gh - Obverse: laureate head of Vespasian, to right; IMP wo we - 
s mr ze rs per CAES VESPASIAN AVG P MTR P P PCOS III - “ a, a wee) 

P ~ a a * i Reverse: Jewish man standing and woman sitting by =" Swe 

fe ‘ gt palm tree, both bound; IVDAEA CAPTA S C (for the fall o § ‘ <i 
= F of Jerusalem). - Pe 

om Lent by State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1.1990.6 

‘ aie This coin was struck to commemorate the fall of Jerusalem in » ~ 
bi AD. 70. : 
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— ee 138. a ee 
© . a Billon tetradrachm, 23.8 mm, 13.13 g a nears” 

= ‘ . E Mint: Antioch a.p. 70 ae ei 

‘ : Vespasian, A.D. 69-79 RB . 
. 2 Obverse: laureate head of Vespasian, to right; ~ 

. AQTOKPAT KATS OYESIIASIANOY — Ba = 

: Reverse: laureate head of Titus, to right; T®AAYI : y, b er. 
N tea ke OYEXII KAIS (ETOYS NEOY IEPOY] (of the om oe 

Se N if second sacred year of T. Flavius Vespasianus Caesar) ee \s a Jia 

NS q e o Ref. BMC Galat. 179.224 a 3 iia 
aaa ee CONES i fi : =e ee, é ee —_—"~— Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.442 : = SS = 

<a 5 139. ail v i 
‘td ¥ “ses AR denarius, 19.2 mm ¥ eae: Re) 

4 » Be Mint: Rome, A.D. 95-96 i J ’ ‘ 
by me Domitian, A.D. 81-96 - Fr, 

, : oa ; Obverse: laureate head of Domitian, to right; IMP s i 
4 pee. * CAES DOMIT AVG GERM P M TR P XV = eas 
a dé Be ee | Reverse: Minerva standing, to left, with spear and — J 

< E thunderbolt; IMP XXII COS XVII CENS P P P (with the f Pe: 

‘SS Pe power of a censor) f FF 
— Ref. RIC Dom. 234 i ~ 

SSSA ~~ a Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.265 SS ee 
* —— SiS ee ae 

st pe acre a ae 
a ie 140. j bo. 

= 5 AR denarius, 17.5 mm, 3.30 g J pe: 
eA Be Mint: Rome, a.p. 96 a 

: ‘ : Nerva, A.D. 96-98 Ei 
j J ee Obverse: laureate bust of Nerva, to right; IMP NERVA E 
4 ~ cw CAES AVG PM TR PCOS II P P 4 

a : Reverse: Fortuna standing, to left, with rudder and PS 

4 cornucopia; FORTVNA AVGVSTA S C bi 5 fe 
fa vi Ref. RIC Nerva 10 9 7 
|) SS, _— : Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.351 aa _ 

— ie eed ee er 
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: 141. e 
= AR denarius, 17.5 mm, 2.60 g - Si 

5 : Mint: Rome, A.D. 96 ta 

Nerva, A.D. 96-98 is : 
4 i Obverse: laureate bust of Nerva, to right; IMP NERVA 4 S 

CAES AVG P MTR PCOS II P P | 
a : Reverse: clasped hands; CONCORDIA EXERCITVVM 
q (agreement among the armies) ! 

3 F Ref. RIC Nerva 6 | E 
Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.352 % E 

People still remembered the vicious struggles after the death 2 . 

of Nero. When Domitian was assassinated, power passed 

smoothly into new hands. 

142. 
nS AE sestertius, 33 mm TENE el 
ee ON Mint: Rome, a.p. 103-111 os te Soe 

3 at Trajan, A.D. 98-117 Res aS 
Obverse: laureate bust of Trajan, to right; IMP CAES Spas ds 

eee. Ss. a NERVAE TRAIANO AVG GER DACico (victor over the ae eee z ET. 
= are. Dacians) P M TR P. COS V P P ££ = : 

a ee Reverse: bridge over Danube; S P Q R OPTIMO . ae 
aa ? z PRINCIPI (Senate and the Roman people [dedicate , ; : 

Fi. this] to the best of rulers) S C \ z =) RS F 

< Ref. Cohen 542; Seaby 910 a ater yy 
es eae Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.29, ex Georgi Seer a 
=== collection Se 

Trajan’s Dacian campaign required the building of at least two 

bridges over the Danube, shown on this coin. Although the 
Romans remained in Dacia for only about 150 years, the 

language of the country now known as Romania is still a 

development of Latin. 

aa 143. ae 

~)  \ ARO See AR denarius, 19.1 mm Sie, Fa 
eis TAO <= ay mle Mint: Rome A.p. 112-117 Pe ‘N 0 Ay % 

oy Lo SS eit a Trajan, A.D. 98-117 6 me . : + ; 

fie (Soa © e Obverse: draped bust of Trajan, to right; IMP TRAIANO on oe Be a, 
4 io. SS Ga, AVG GER DAC P MTR PCOS VIP P. fr 

Ms > oN a es = Reverse: Trajan’s Column with two eagles at base; S P y i 4 se ioeed 
ain) Fn ee QR OPTIMO PRINCIPI “ Lh En ee) ee fad A gael cs yt Cae Ref. RIC 292 = ls fA» 2m 
an A ga Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.275 Sg Se 

¢ Cs “ey an In 112 a.d. Trajan dedicated his Forum in Rome, a complex of | ee - Sa > 
& STR ria temples, market, libraries, and palace, including the column, ae ort ahs 

; a which still stands. Trajan's Column is surrounded by a spiral ST 
frieze of scenes from his wars in Dacia, which began in a.p. 101 
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a 144, so 
: AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.30 g a pi 

. Ke Mint: Rome, a.. 103-111 4 ie 
* Trajan, A.D. 98-117 4 - x 

j a Obverse: laureate bust of Trajan, to right; IMP j . 

i TRAIANO AVG GER DAC P M TR P ¥ 

Reverse: Dacian wearing peaked cap and tunic to knees a ! 

standing left, hands bound in front; by his side to left i 

. oblong shield, two curved swords, and spear; to right ; al 

A . round shield. COS V PP S PQ R OPTIMO PRINC; in a oy Pp 

ie Fe exergue DAC CAPT a oe 
a Ref. RIC Traj. 383 NS Pe aks 

= ’ Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.427 SL 

$ * 145. 
a AE sestertius, 32 mm a . 

ts Mint: Rome, a.p. 134-136 j % , 
sz bs , Hadrian, a.p. 117-138 Be 

ss St Aa ‘ Obverse: laureate, draped bust of Hadrian, to right; a N . ; 
4 SOARS “s HADRIANVS AVG COS III P P 1 \: oe : 

4 : aS 2, Reverse: Hadrian clasping hands with Fortuna, both Neat , . 
| ; eo standing; FORTVNAE REDVCI (to Good Luck, which 4 ae: 

f has come back again) Y ZF ARS : 
S y Ref. BMC 1519 var 4 : ) 

“S “te. Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.276, S 3 Ze 

a > ex Duke of Argyll collection = “a 

146. 

AU aureus, 17.5 mm 

<a Mint: Rome, A.D. 134-138 " 

Ps > Hadrian, A.p. 117-138 Ps 
F —_ N Obverse: bare head of Hadrian, to left; HADRIANVS fag a F » 

a nai _ 2 anal cos MP P 1 ; / x > ig e 

> ee =” Sink N Reverse: Victoria, bare to waist, standing front, facing oak ae f or = 

oy a oe a a right, with palm and wreath; VICTORIA AVG 4 ~ aye 
alien re ~ ~ ie Ref. RIC Had. 763 ws : Pig 3 
N we =~ a <a Anonymous loan, 1.1991.1 AO Ae af Zt 

a im \ oe A What victory? The Jews in North Africa and elsewhere in the Ww “Tt, if 
ae Pa East had revolted during the last days of Trajan, and in Ags ps a 
Sy Palestine under Simon Bar Kochba in the early 130s a.p. This RD 4 

“ ~ revolt, crushed with great difficulty, was the most severe 
threat to the empire in Hadrian’s reign. 
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Oe 4 ™ > : r * 
s 147, . ole 

i : ’ AE sestertius, 33 mm, 27.04 g , tS . ; 

‘ Py F Mint: Rome, a.p. 157-161 j - D 
i " Antoninus Pius, A.p. 138-161 | ‘ 

a Obverse: laureate bust of Pius, to right, ANTONINVS 

—~ AVG PIVS PP TRP COS Ill - bi 

_ P Reverse: Securitas standing, to left; SECVRITAS AVG S C 

N e y Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.303 4 Pf 

a e = Z y 

Foyt re en Pane - 7 Voie AE sestertius, 30 mm, 16.48 g wages: 

he Sam Sy Mint: Rome, A.D. 157-158 ee AS 
Go Bp ag % Antoninus Pius, A.p. 138-161 Rs ine ie 

‘oe ee ra Obverse: laureate head of Pius, to right; ANTONINVS fs " _ 

iC Cee me bee Reverse: she-wolf standing, to right, suckling twins; TR ioe eR ss Cn 

pie fein eee POT XXI COS Ill; in exergue S C he Fate ee 
pe ae aN Ref. RIC 2042 ig ost a 
Sait RR ag pen Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.182 ge | a at ee ' a te 

Ke oo ra 82 ig ad Ce a The patina ofa bronze coin, a green, black, orred layer, may - eu " eM 

Pi ei alll be beautiful, but it can make the coin hard to examine. Sera aid 

ae ass CH 

ere — , Ri oe AR denarius, 19.1 mm % ‘}} 4 es 
«Ea ee” P 2 ‘ y : Mint: Rome, a.v. 141-143 oo F 4 Ma - % ee 

i” Sg Tee | Antoninus Pius, A.D. 138-161 alae \ ¥. ae a 
i ~ BY) ey, et 7 Obverse: draped bust of Annia Faustina, wife of Pius; 4 My Lee ae ) ay 
ee wl, a DIVA FAVSTINA £ > i A eh Vi 

BN hen o ae ON oe) Reverse: Ceres standing, to left with scepter and corn oe 5 } y 7G i > st PY. 
~ F s ears; AVGVSTA a > |) Hy iY 4 

i ms, at a Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.304 F 84 5 1 uf | ey ., 

i : as ye | The later Antonines show many portraits of their women, who .. 23 Bid DAS ee 
Ries ay were important in cementing political alliances. Sea 5 ee 
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oii 150. od : 
Ss s AE sestertius, 32 mm ae ro 

(a nam or? Mint: Rome, A.D. 161 se eee 
ee “te eo M. Aurelius, .D. 161-180 “2. (Ss , 

an re & on 7 Obverse: bare-headed bust of Pius, to right; DIVVS 7 ms eS ee a 

Sn - ANTONINVS Sem ei ae 
s es se Reverse: funeral pyre surmounted by Pius in quadriga; ae a 4 - 

y y CONSECRATIO 2 y j 

x 7 Ref. RIC 1266; BMC 874; Seaby 1205 RRO 
SS ae ae Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.277 & eager a 

= [ p 
SS a This coin commemorates the deification of Pius. SS ae —_— 

ME 151. e E Pi “" 

(ee AE sestertius, 33 mm BNC ee Se 
Kv oer RE, Mint: Rome, a.. 161-163 (fae , ‘ 

os ye ‘ M. Aurelius, A.p. 161-180 ee is S <a oh 

j OS Wie - Obverse: laureate bust of M. Aurelius, to right; IMP o 

Sa CAES M AVREL ANTONINVS AVG P M B langle 

“ ih ae Reverse: M. Aurelius and L. Verus standing, clasping ; ie 
_ ie : hands; CONCORD AVGVSTOR TR P XVI COS IIIS C 4 e 

. Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.305 N ‘ 2 cP 

‘ y Pius adopted Marcus Aurelius and L. Verus, with the former NERS torn ten ie P 
SS “ ee as senior emperor. Verus died in A.D. 169. Se e y 

s 152. 
fe et . AE sestertius, 32 mm, 28.85 g oy 

Sos Eos - Mint: Rome, A.p. 170 ‘ 
Ene = M. Aurelius, A.D. 161-180 < 
ene is : Obverse: laureate bust of M. Aurelius, to right; M ie 

mf as AVRELIVS ANTONINVS AVG TR P XV * 

eS > « Reverse: emperor riding, to right, with four foot yee 
= soldiers; above, PROFECTIO (setting out to the army); Ae r a 

’ ; in exergue, AVG ; P/ 

y Lent by State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1.1990.9 “ F 

S * e 3 - Marcus Aurelius spent his last years fighting German invaders NJ y 
SS — with fair success, and, in his spare time, composing his SE 

— Meditations. 
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a 153. 
A aN AE sestertius, 32 mm, 28.61 g - eo sy : 

ces a ~~ Mint: Rome, A.D. 169-170 a - pre 

Xe a M. Aurelius, A.p, 161-180 , : < i 
~ : a= th Obverse: draped bust of Faustina II, to right; FAVSTINA : 2 a ’ 

- Ke - ’ AVGVSTA got . 
ar a 2 Reverse: Hilaritas standing, to left, holds cornucopia ie me Mis ~ 

; 4 ea and palm leaf; HILARITAS S C. ce ; 

; Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.306 x y i 

N Y \ r Faustina Il was the daughter of Pius and Faustina |. Her coins \S 4 y 
N a ey e can be dated by hair styles, seven of which are known before NN y 

ae her death in a.p.175. Sai wa 

154. 

Te. AE sestertius, 26 mm, 27.49 g oe 

eee Mint: Rome, a0. 164-169 PE 
j ce M. Aurelius, a.p. 161-180 hea 

ee it pe Obverse: draped bust of Lucilla, to right; LVCILLA peru: ~ 
ie : se AVGVSTA ; Fa 

3 _~— ee Reverse: Fecunditas (fertility) seated, to right, holding Sc aa ‘ 
a a as child to her breast, with two other children standing on so : ¥ 

; aeceee ground; |FE|CVNDITAS S C Se. 
a : y Ref. BMC 1197; Seaby 1477 x We aon. ys ta 

te Jl Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 197.307 ‘< Seth OP: ge 

. Sigg wis _ Annia Lucilla was the daughter of M. Aurelius and Faustina II, SS % 2 wares . 
Se and married to L. Verus. In A.D. 182 she was involved in an — 

unsuccessful plot against her brother, the emperor 
Commodus. She was banished and soon after executed. 

Sa “a a ee 
Bota < “es ae Bw nie Rees 

ES ee 155. eae 
ae A'S ed NF AE sestertius, 30 mm, 20.44 g he VC ge. ae 
a gp PN os Eo Mint: Rome, A.v. 183 3 2 ae 

me eng Fe y Mee <a\ Commodus, a.p. 180-192 3 py # ‘ 

See 4 oe si Obverse: laureate bust of Commodus, to right; IMP Fe aa Sh iF 

RN, Fey came) COMMODVS ANTONINVS AVG P P E ee ia 
eee, ashe. “] | _ Reverse: Providentia standing, to left; |TRP VIII] IMPVI | Me ee 

eae See) COS Ill P P es: - Be: cS 
oa Si a Lent by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, ka > 

Sake Va 1.1990.10 ee” pak ere 
oe Lo 5 tess — ee 

‘ OP Meese 4 ARERR ee Dy ok SE 
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THE SEVERI 

Soon after Marcus Aurelius came to the throne in 161 a.D., a series of disasters began that continued for well over a century. 

Pressure on the frontiers grew with endless barbarian invasions. Plague, perhaps bubonic, carried by rats, invaded the empire 

from the east. More soldiers were needed to guard the frontiers; they had to be fed, but there were fewer men available to 

grow food. Taxation, always heavy, became crushing, and needed a huge bureaucracy to administer. Inflation ran wild. Travel, 

and trade with it, became perilous. The only hope for salvation lay with the military, but the very shape of the empire, with 

enormously long borders, generated conflict among the generals. 

The assassination of Commodus led to a period of rapid turnover of emperors. This turmoil ended with the dynasty of 

the Severi. The first of them, Septimius, was by birth a Roman from Africa who had risen in the army, married a Syrian woman, 

Julia Domna, and sired two sons, one of whom was unwilling to share control with his brother. The younger son was 

murdered, the elder followed him a few years later. But a pair of cousins held the throne for almost twenty years more, most of 

them peaceful, though hardly prosperous. Then war broke out again, and the last of the Severi, Alexander, was assassinated in 

A.D. 235. 

aa ase 156. so ia m= 
Seite Bae AE sestertius, 30 mm, 26.65 g war sie) 

a sg ad Mint: Rome, A.D. 195-196 ag * Bs 

S i < hi Clodius Albinus, a.p. 193-196 ae ‘1 * 
og a $ a Obverse: bare head of Albinus, to right; D CLODIVS 4 

4 nos ai a ALBINVS CAES o 
§ =— y RS Reverse: Felicitas (Happiness) standing, to left; ; ayy 

ki . OP es as) FELICITAS COS IIS C ; a RE 
os ~ Cor. Hl Lent by State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1.1990.11 oN ap. rf Fi 

aS Bead —e) x 5 Ls} 
ese \ NG ee: is F/ 23] Albinus was governor of Britain when Commodus was RS fi 
 NaNS ge " jaa murdered in a.p. 192. During the next unsettled years he ON hi 
Bem — OP made a truce with Septimius Severus, but they quarreled, Se is 

2 ee ms ree and in a.p. 197 Albinus was defeated in battle near Lyons. He GPa eh 

; eS committed suicide, his wife and children were killed, and a : 
their bodies were thrown into the Rhone - 

157. 

4 fp ip ame Billon tetradrachm, 25 mm, 13.75 g a ; 
; " TAS Mint: Laodicea ad Mare (Latakia, Syria), A.p. 202-211 ee FS) fire 

: aye wy ed Septimius Severus, A.D. 193-211 ee”. EI | 
tw. oN oS Obverse: laureate bust of Septimius Severus, to right; 4 Ne ot Se Xe S 
he’ WEN 4G Fenty AVT KAI CEO GHP CEBACTO [AUTOKRATOR KAISA uy Ne Ss, Tas cy ad Re! AS a NEF a 
nr i 23 SEVERES SEBASTOS| ee pts 7 y 

oS oe Reverse: eagle with open wings; around ey f Fe “43 pane oO 
Ie ee 3 AHNAPXEIV IIATOCT BEERS Seek See ith 

ai Ki a 2a J Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.336 » ee Sal WH7 v2 
iA ms Kh Sez a ad 

ie a i  * ae SF Bl Severus was a native of Africa, who at the death of i Gi Age pei] yy 
pe SS sa el a Commodus was governor of Pannonia (Hungary). Enraged by bo * aes pore 

ew » ie a the auctioning off of the throne by the Praetorian Guards, he ee Re es if 
a om ene ad marched on Rome, defeated several rivals, and became eae a a S 

emperor. 
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eae : a | AR denarius, 17.5 mm ee Soe 
ha pe. : Be Mint: Emesa or Laodicea ad Mare, A.p. 193-197 ae - ee 
igre “a Septimius Severus, A.p. 193-211 “ , : 

4 Obverse: draped bust of Julia Domna, to right; IVLIA ; 

f : DOMNA AVG 
F ) Reverse: Venus, facing right, leaning on column, 

| holding palm and apple; VENERI VICTR (To Venus, 
“ge po bringer of Victory) 7 ] 

{ ie Ref. BMC V 28.51; RIC Jul. Dom. 424 : y 
a y Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.389 a y A 
Re — Pree : Julia Domna, a Syrian by birth, played an important role inthe | a ° - Pr ie se 
bis Loar ae Cs ce a intellectual and political life a het husbands reign. When her tee ee ee 

7 =a ae = son Caracalla was murdered in A.D. 217, she starved herself to ras 5 
death 

“ 159. 

AE sestertius, 28 mm, 18.77 g 

: Mint: Rome, A.D. 196-198 i 

F Caracalla, a.p. 198-217 a 
Obverse: laureate draped bust of Caracalla, to right; M : 

AVR ANTON CAES PONTIF ; 

4 Reverse: Spes (Hope), advancing, to left; SPEI 

4 PERPETVAE (to eternal hope) S C q r 

Lent by State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1.1990.12 

7 Septimius made his two sons Caesars, expecting them to rule 

together. In fact the elder, Caracalla, murdered his younger 
brother Geta (see cat. no. 162) and twenty thousand of his 

followers and was soon murdered himself. This coin was 
struck while Caracalla was Caesar. Notice that in the obverse 
inscription Caracalla calls himself M. Aurelius Antoninus. 

; ere 

tlt 160. Bie cei Ns 
KIS ee AR denarius, 20.6 mm, 2.92 g Baie a5 Ayr Wes 

di aa. ¢ Mint: Rome, A.p. 210-213 my Ot <2) a ea ee 
ie gy x oe 1 heb . Ss x Caracalla, A.D. 198-217 134 > 5 Ses q 
ot Oe y Nee ee Obverse: bearded head of Caracalla, laureate, to right; A “ * eS 4 

3h SYA a ©3\, _ ANTONINVS PIVS AVG BRIT (adopting the title “victor et \. F “Ye 
tt Bd > ta itons" Baek A a ee ¢ nes fer RSG over the Britons”) bi 4 STI RES 
Me Fe pee Pa Reverse: Mars advancing, to left, carrying spear and re, fw Gen: ote 
% a oe ery trophy; MARTI PROPVGNATORI (to Mars, who fights for vet NON Ras 

5 ? a eR ‘ \ ees 
oe se ae {me]) 2 ADS 

EN og Ref. RIC 223; Cohen 150 LP aeeres ae ‘a 
‘Casas aa Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.280 ys 
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| se aie ae E 

ad : eis 161 TT 
teaas ’ , 0 : Be AR antoninianus, 22.2 mm, 5.23 g , tc De leg ae 
e 5 as ‘ Mint: Rome, A.v. 215 ; bY ay ; Va 

] _ oe a Caracalla, A.D. 198-217 4 2 ie ees Se ae 
ee ‘i-2 ; Obverse: radiate, draped, cuirassed bust of Caracalla, he BN aii } 

' e } to right; ANTONINVS PIVS AVG GERM feu Rey Te 
4 x i, Reverse: partly nude figure (Sol, the sun) standing, to > | bee a) 

a left; PM TR P XVIII COS Ill P P , \ rhe) Ry 
— Ref. Comp. RIC Carac. 170; BMC V 461.170 prea ey 

{ Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.281 a ™~% eye. 

Mees Pere Fat Aes eet See 

162. — F 
P er AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 2.94 g Ce ae rg ae 

. ee Mint: Rome, a.p. 200-202 eae ae 
f Septimius Severus, a.p. 195-211 i 

* Obverse: bareheaded bust of Geta draped, to right; P rs 
SEPT GETA CAES PONT a 7a 

Reverse: draped Felicitas, standing front, with ad AR 

caduceus and cornucopia; FELICITAS PVBLICA a 

ae Ref. RIC Sep. Sev. 220; BMC V 318.798 st ; 
Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.393 

163. 
AR denarius, 19.1 mm, 3.45 g 

Unknown mint: a.p. 222 
Elagabalus, a.p. 218-222 

Obverse: draped bust of Julia Maesa, to right; IVLIA 

MAESA AVG 
Se cek ain ea Reverse: Pudicitia (modesty) sitting, to left, with (SRS Som IP aCe tN 

eke sceptre; PVDICITIA Ste a Se 
ON Ref. Cohen 36; Seaby 2083 aN ee 

, 72 Ad a Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.337 ee . Poon te Bi 

" ‘ ‘ . Julia Maesa was the sister of Julia Domna, the mother of Julia a 5 4 Vs < = aah 
ae ‘ Ns 1% . Soaemias and Julia Mamaea, and the grandmother of PS . ye OS \ rn 

i ee Elagabalus and Severus Alexander; see cat. nos. 164-167. a r one E A oe ~ 

f © A When Caracalla was murdered by the Praetorian Guards, r ‘ eA, ee ae 
* r * ( Maesa announced that her grandson Elagabalus, son of her i er Ate a 

m . ae daughter Soaemias, was actually born of the adultery of " y Alogi ED 
yh =, ae Soaemias and Caracalla, who had been popular with the ts «ig ion a 

a oF soldiery. The Syrian army promptly put Elagabalus on the i mah ef Fe 
throne, and Maesa, having publicly demolished her - eee ts , call rca) 

: daughter's reputation, struck this coin with its reverse image OR Pe ees 
pane ie and inscriptions oS AO ae ARE 
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164. Paige nal 
AR antoninianus, 19.1 mm, 3.04 g & 

Mint: Antioch, A.p. 220 a - 

Elagabalus, a.p. 218-222 

Obverse: draped laureate bust of Elagabalus, to right; ‘ ; 

IMP ANTONINVS PIVS AVG eo 
Reverse: Sol standing, to left, with whip; P MTR P Ill 

COS III P P , a - 

Ref. RIC Elag. 329; BMC V 584.329 P 

Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.272 . 

Elagabalus had been the high priest of Ba’al Shemesh, the ‘ 5 
sun god of Emesa, whose image appears on the reverse. He eens 

mounted the throne at the age of eighteen and tried to ‘ 
syncretize all gods in the cult of the Sun. After four years of 

astonishing depravity and religious fanaticism, he and his 
mother, Soaemias, were killed. Their bodies were dragged 

through the streets and thrown into the Tiber. 

ET: ge 165. é 
* ~ ke AE sestertius, 30 mm, 23.30 g ad 

en Severus Alexander, A.D. 222-235 ips cs 
: pe a Obverse: veiled draped bust of Julia Mamaea, to right; -' ij Pe gee 
ee ee Do IVLIA MAMAEA AVGVSTA seal ts BY 

Ca TNS Bee Fe Reverse: Vesta standing, to left, with Palladium and mii Se ) fee 
See | sceptre; VESTA S C PR Hf ae 

| Ps ewe Lent by State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1.1990.15 yaa 

. 7 x Ae ih Mamaea was the daughter of Julia Maesa, sister of Soaemias, ip’ 3 re Oe ¢ 

= ‘ 3 é / and mother of Alexander. a # 

166. 

AE sestertius, 32 mm, 21.94 g oTaRG 
Mint: Rome, A.D. 225 Bee EN ge 

Severus Alexander, A.D. 222-235 Ger pie OP 

Obverse: laureate bust of Severus Alexander, to right; ie ee alee 

IMP CAES M AVR SEV ALEXANDER AVG LO ee 
Reverse: Mars advancing, to right; P M TR P Illl COS P 7 Fm ga SR" i Sante 

PSC Boe Cae ee 
Ref. RIC Alex. Sev. 424; BMC VI 138.250 Pee pipe We at a at th 

Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.413 Be ae i gk rl 

Alexander, cousin of Elagabalus, had been adopted by him, ; he pees gee es os 
and had no trouble with the succession or for ten peaceful NS NE Ts - Rag Re 

years thereafter. But in 232 a.p. Germans and Parthians began : Neorg ERP fe a, 

making trouble he could not control, and he and his mother as Oe ee Se riatd 
were assassinated in 235. SESS EPA ha Rea aN ope ka) 
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THE EMPIRE’S DARKEST Hours 

Niscihatting, 26 wim; 1938 Pens ee sestertius, 28 mm, 19.82 ¢ ie a 
By Ww 1p Mint: Rome, a.p. 236-237 3 a Te 

PY get) a Maximinus Thrax, a.D. 235-238 oe Free 
a 5 i ae Obverse: laureate cuirassed bust, to right; IMP Fs 2 (ear Je 
ot ey * MAXIMINVS PIVS AVG ra P 

SY "FE ig ated 5 Reverse: Victoria running, to right, with wreath and PY am Ss 

ys oe Re a palm; VICTORIA AVG; S C Pe, a 
Ie eR heat Ref. BMC VI 231.109 Gays: c 
ey Ae Re nd Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.333 an be 

py SS nie, * aie x katy) Maximinus, a gigantic Thracian, was an able general, but Kak ete Fy , 
So er unpopular with the upper orders. In a.p. 238 his troops a a bay. Y 2 
he revolted and murdered him and his son. 

le ae ee AE sestertius, 30 mm, 16.17 g ca 2 a, 
a Fa es AT UF i Mint: Rome, a.p. 238 I 
Pers et Balbinus, a.p. 238 Pe ae 4 i, 
oe fee%  —-_ Obverse: laureate, draped, cuirassed bust of Balbinus, Sez now ey 

y # oe S \ : to right; IMP CAES D CAEL BALBINVS AVG S C 7 o 

Pampa t's) |: _ Reverse: Balbinus, Pupienus, and Gordian III seated, to ee 
ne Do id a left, on platform, with Liberalitas and a soldier; to left, ce 

Vite “ae */ citizen mounting the steps; LIBERALITAS (distribution iF ‘@ 
¥ OR af of money to the citizenry) AYGVSTORVM S C re S pe 

Nae. eed SP / _Lent by State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1.1990.16 | Maa na yo 
Se yy ay ! coONg ee le See ea nik After the death of Maximinus, the senate made Balbinus and aS. ee 

ELAM seers, SON SF Rear Pupienus joint Augusti, with Gordian III as Caesar. The first Re epee Re eae MOC e ESS 

: : two were murdered after a reign of three months. Gordian III ae Naan tas See Oates 

was installed as emperor and reigned until he, too, was 

assassinated in a.p. 244. 

eh B : 169. 5 
RSE SP ge AE sestertius, 30 mm, 19.34 g rue 7 

< ; Mint: Rome, a.v. 242 f 
% Gordian Ill, a.0. 238-244 

re Obverse: laureate bust of Gordian III, to right; IMP 
: : GORDIANVS PIVS FEL AVG a 

at Reverse: Gordian in military dress standing, to right, 

sa ‘ = with spear and globe; PMTRPVCOSIIPPSC 2 

4 a Ref. RIC Gord. Il 307 
‘ 4 Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.287 

Bie << 
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170. 

SAAR AE, 29 mm r 

Saeed , 4 Mint: Antioch 
et. Philip 1, a.o. 244-249 ne 

y = eae Obverse: laureate bust of Philip | laureate, AVTOK M + ( 7 

Soe Weer IOVAI ®IATINOC CEB Fa ‘ 

is e Reverse: Tyche of Antioch, with turreted crown; 3 cee P é oi : 

, Fan ANTIOXEQN MHTPOKOAON (of Antioch, mother ce Pe een ‘ fs 

* of colonies) aS ; 
A d Ref. BMC 527 he ‘ 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.283 Si : 

Philip, born in Arabia, took the throne after the murder of 
Gordian III in a.p. 244. The chief event of his reign was the 
thousandth anniversary of the founding of Rome in 753 B.c., 

which he celebrated with elaborate games, including hunts of 

exotic animals, many of which had been gathered by the 

emperor. He is sometimes claimed, quite falsely, as the first 

Christian emperor. 

Ki — 171. uae ~ 
Se iN i AR sestertius, 32 mm SN 

LES é Ae Oo. Mint: Rome, A.D. 247 Les es ok 

Lrg bas 2) FA} Philip 1, a.0. 244-249 Ger oo SN 
bet re | a cG 3 4 ets Obverse: diademed and draped bust of Otacilia {9 LS "ee 
a a Pas eae \e Roe Severa, Philip's wife, to right; MARCIA OTACILI fe pea an ee) 
PH OS Bis Oily ey a SEVERA AVG Ea a a ree et) 
Me Ne sw me ; eR A 
‘s ber Pp a Reverse: Concordia with patera and cornucopia seated, A eae a = : j 
ie Aare to left; CONCORDIA AVGG S C ee ear ee 
SR Ref. RIC Phil. | 203b; Seaby 2536 a eens pee af 4 
a Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.284, ex Steele ee ae we “il . 

* a collection eo a ead 

Pte ee. 172. a 
Rea og or ty Ss AE antoninianus, 22.2 mm, 3.07 g 7 jo 

fe ah Mint: Rome, A.D. 248 4 Re - ke 

, Rage > | eg Philip I, A.. 244-249 ls 
~ _ Saae erat Obverse: diademed and draped bust of Otacilia ee 

Pa ee e. Severa, to right; OTACIL SEVERA AVG " “ae ; 
a= a ae Reverse: hippopotamus, to right; SAECVLARES AVGG Ls f 4 j 

= ay 2 ee y (centennial games of the emperors) SS ORS ge y 
a ae ow Ref. RIC Phil. | 116b 
Se — Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.358 . y 

Ra ae ia 
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ee er ae 173. —— 
eee aa Billon tetradrachm, 26 mm, 11.29 g aa es 
a erie se Mint: Antioch, A.o. 250-251 ee = - 
a : ce Decius, a.p. 249-251. i ie 
a , é i Obverse: laureate bust of Decius, to right; AYT KT Ao 5 a 
3 ~ ad Fj ME KY AEKIOC TPAIANOC CEB | ‘ : 

§ jee we) Reverse: eagle standing with wreath in beak; ya : 
F 4 AHMAPX EZOYCIAC (Tribuniciae Potestatis); below =F z ; f E 

4 Pate 7 Sc = : y 4 
a eee Ref. BMC Galat. 222.296 ee SEX sethepo eo 
oe Tete y fe ad Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.76 oo a. pS. 

ie oe ae Leb — Pr y Decius was governor of Moesia (Bulgaria) when revolt broke Ree ati. cae Ee, 
Le ee ee ee ee out against Philip. He marched to his aid, but the troops (are ete 

forced him to take over the throne himself. He is best known ee - 
for his savage persecution of the Christians: anyone accused 

of Christianity had to sacrifice to the gods and receive a 

certificate of the action. About fifty of these papyrus 
certificates, including one in the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison Memorial Library, have survived. Decius 
was killed in battle against the Goths in a.p. 251. 

a pat Be 174. =e oe 
re “ ee AR antoninianus, 20.6 mm, 4.71 g a 4 

me oe aa Mint: Rome <a ‘ D 
ia a fe Decius, A.D. 249-251 PS i 

3 at vy & Obverse: head of Decius, to right; IMP C MQ ‘ 
i a. ee TRAIANOS DECIVS AVG 4 : 
5 . e & Reverse: Genius (guardian spirit) standing, to left; f x 

3 ae * ff =—=—S—s GENIVS EXERC ILLYRICIANI (the genius of the army of ; Ee 
ae , P ‘ Res Illyria) bs. ye i 

oe Fe Ref. RIC Decius 16c an ee 
ee ef, Ae. Gift of Herbert M. Howe,1980.259 pee re 

ty 175. 
i o ¢ Large bronze, 30 mm, 16.54 g 

4 eat 3 Mint: Antioch 
if 7 Trebonianus Gallus, a.p. 251-253 

i Obverse: laureate bust of Gallus, to right; AVTOK KT 

a OVIB TPEB TAAAOC CEB =i 
: Reverse: tetrastyle shrine containing statue of turret- ee 

; ; / crowned Tyche of Antioch, with river Orontes beneath 
‘7 her feet; ANTIOXEQN MHTPOKOAQN S C - 

Ref. BMC Galatia 229.653 xe 
Vive Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.75 SS 
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176. 
~ AR antoninianus, 20.6 mm, 2.73 g 

> 3 Mint: Rome, A.D. 254 re a 

« z . Valerian, a.p. 253-260 Pas 

y =. Obverse: radiate bust of Valerian, to right; IMP C P LIC ¥ Va sD , 
Oe ae VALERIANVS AVG ‘ ¥ * ¥ 

CESS Reverse: Salus (Safety) standing, front, feeding snake; wae * F 

Si ye ee SALVS AVGG (the health of the emperors) SS _ 
4 ' co f “4 Ref. RIC Val. 121 bial Va ae 
% 4 ae Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.435 ON . 

— ha Valerian was a general on the Rhine who came to the aid of ’ “Sipe ame y 
SS Sy Gallus, but too late. He took the power himself, with his son way i “a 

——— Gallienus as his associate. In a.p. 260 his army was Steenadl - 
surrounded by that of the Sassanian (Persian) Sapor |, and 

Valerian was captured, dying (and being skinned, stuffed, and 
exhibited) soon thereafter. In his reign the antoninianus 
became a copper-plated coin. Valerian was one of the few 

emperors of this period to be succeeded by his son. 

177. 

Small bronze, 19.1 mm, 3.28 g 

Mint: Milan (?) 

Gallienus, A.D. 257-268 
Obverse: radiate head of Gallienus to right; 

GALLIENVS AVG 

- Reverse: Providentia (Foresight) standing, to left; 

PROVI AVG 

a Ref. RIC Gal. 261 

Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.285 

The reign of Gallienus was probably the low point of the 
empire, which was racked by plague, famine, frontier wars, 

— ‘ - and internal discord. Much of the East was lost to Odenathus 
ees and Zenobia of Palmyra, and Britain, Gaul, and Spain were 

lost for a time to Postumus. Gallienus did, however, check the 
barbarians on several fronts and made concessions to the 

Christians. 

178. 
AR antoninianus, 20.6 mm, 2.93 g 

Uncertain mint: A.D. 259-268 

; Postumus, A.D. 260-269 PD 
AS % Obverse: radiate draped bust of Postumus, to right; ¥ Tein 

Re ee 4 IMP C POSTVMVS P F AVG So Oe. 
* AC a Reverse: Providentia facing, with globe and scepter; Ber ice 3. oes 4 

Fe te PROVIDETIA [sic] AVG RI sae or ~ 
sr Pee OX Ref. RIC Post. 80 — ere ig 
eS, eel Sway Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.376 a Weiss 7 See 

a a i pees = * Postumus revolted against Gallienus in a.p. 258 and for ten i : Sa a ° 

eiecet a ome J years held back the Germans on the Rhine, establishing te 5 CN es, 
Wie Te ge aed himself as emperor in Gaul. He was assassinated by his own ory 7m i OF, 

Se ig Pa troops when he refused to allow them to sack the city of TOOT S55, Ls i 4 
* % beacon Oe Mainz. He was succeeded by Marius, originally a blacksmith, ead pes 

e Rear es who in his turn was murdered with a sword he himself had oe Ne x ay Seer ee he made a z ar a = . 
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179. 
Sa AR antoninianus, 20.6 mm, 3.68 g Cp 

a EF i Mint: Siscia (Balkans) i feo 
"ee. . ‘ , we ‘ 

a = De - Claudius II Gothicus, A.p. 268-270. F t ii re “iS 

) see we aes Obverse: radiate draped bust of Claudius, to right; IMP Ee Ff so 3 ; 

3 B a oe CLAVDIVS P F AVG BP CFA \ hi cl & 
Ss NAN a c Reverse: Spes (Hope), standing, to left; SPES PVBLICA a i} y i 

~~ Sa ee Ref. RIC Claud. I! 168 eo Ad ry 
gr se ea as, Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.238 is , ) Pe y 
es a 5 Te Fash - 

oe A Claudius, a general of Gallienus, ruled only two years, but ba Fs ee ys 
Sew tS Nee ese won two crushing victories over the Alemanni and Goths. He & LE 
See , died in a.p. 270 of plague caught from captive Germans. xia ds Oe. 

180. 
y o - AE as, 20.6 mm, 3.19 g - 

eet Ae Oa Mint: Milan or Ticinum ra tee: 
3 oe a Aurelian, A.D. 270-275 By 

on a Obverse: radiate bust of Aurelian, to right; IMP ai 

Fe 3 wf AVRELIANVS AVG 4 ‘ 
es a NY Reverse: Aurelian clasping the hand of a woman, a 

\ gas Kr 5 oa ie presumably his wife Severina, CONCORDIA MILITVM Same ‘ ’ , 
NE a a 5 . gah “ Ref. RIC Aurel. 82 ~ A“ ; } ¥ 7 

Wega art Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.172 UZ fas * 
\ F aS _ ts : Fat In his short reign, Aurelian won back almost all the lost he . 

se ek ede Rs territory of the empire. He built a new strong wall around the sean 5 
x. so , a city of Rome, which played an important part in resisting ; : a 

= Napoleon Ill sixteen hundred years later, in 1848. Although ae 
this specimen exhibits dramatic deterioration, it represents 

the condition in which many ancient coins are found. 

181. 
Billon tetradrachm, 20.6 mm, 7.58 

Mint: Alexandria 
Aurelian and Vaballathus, a.p. 270-271 

RaRgeaar 5 Obverse: draped and cuirassed bust of Aurelian, to 

Bette right; A K AAOM AYPHAIANOC CEB ’ 
ae? - Reverse: draped and cuirassed bust of Vaballathus, to cae - ; 

iii ‘ right; AC OYABAAAA@OC A@OHNOY AY TCPQ f eer Bs om 
Se ne Ref. BMC Alex. 312.2390 Pee 

A py Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.204 SS re en age 

4 ~ ot ee 4 , The ruler of Palmyra (Syria), Odenathus, was assassinated in ~ Sey lee: PI oF 5 
J af * . A.D. 267, and the government passed into the hands of his ae i os _ 4 
ee od °) wife, Zenobia, and their son, Vaballathus, who maintained s Et 4 é 

ee i their independence until a.v. 274, even adding Egypt and part Ly vy. bs ey ee 
eres ey of Asia Minor to their realm. For a while Aurelian granted Fun FE Fs 

‘Soe Vaballathus a share in the imperial title, but the Palmyrenes eg ad 
ee Po 5 were finally beaten, and the beautiful queen and her son were \y * PN A 

a5 Saha as See eas brought to Rome for Aurelian’s triumph. In this procession ‘t= ss 
™ — . Zenobia marched in chains made of gold. . 
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FROM DIOCLETIAN TO THEODOSIUS 

From the time of Marcus Aurelius to that of Diocletian the empire had been on the verge of collapse. But it survived for over a 

hundred more years, though often divided. The western empire continued to have an emperor, at least in name, until a.p. 476. 

The eastern, Byzantine, empire continued, with one sixty-year interruption from 1204, until the Turks took Constantinople in 

1453. 

During this period the coinage suffered from debasement of the metals used and-at least to modern eyes-from changes 

in taste. The Severi could not solve the economic problems of the state, and Caracalla was forced to issue a new coin, the 

antoninianus, nominally worth two denarii, but in fact worth one and a half. This too was debased and soon became a copper 

core with a steadily thinner silvering, which finally became virtually worthless, until it was replaced by a new coinage under 

Diocletian. Of course, good and handsome coins were struck in this period, but the general picture is that of a flood of mean 

little copper pieces which, by “Gresham's Law’—"bad money drives out good’—drove good money into hoards. From about a.p. 

270 onward a series of Roman victories and a renewal of the supply of precious metals gave the empire a respite. But 

Diocletian even felt it necessary to issue an edict, though unsuccessfully, for fixing prices. 

The coin types of the two centuries of this period varied greatly, but a few matters should be noticed. First, as early as 

the time of Hadrian separate provinces had been honored by representation on coins. Second, family continuity was 

sometimes denied, but usually asserted. The Severi, who had no family connection with Marcus Aurelius, all took the name of 

Antoninus. Third, the importance of the army was recognized: see, for example, the coin of Decius (cat. no. 174) of A.p. 250, 

whose reverse legends read “to the genius of the army of Illyria” [former Yugoslavia]. Finally, a number of eastern cults were 

recognized on imperial coins, especially after the Severi. The most important was the Syrian sun-god, whose image appears 

from the time of Elagabalus (a.p. 218-222) to that of Constantine. Sol, the sun, served as a sort of rallying point for different 

monotheisms, eventually including Christianity, the cult of the “Sun of Righteousness,” foretold by the prophet (Malachi 4:2). 

Diocletian, who came to the throne in A.p. 284, made several important changes in the structure and institutions of the 

empire. He abandoned the old coinage, striking a new and sound one. This included a new bronze coin, the follis, of about 

the same weight and fineness of the as of Nero’s time, and a silver coin worth about five folles. There was further tinkering in 

the reigns of Constantine (a.p. 307-337) and Constantius II (4.0. 337-361). Diocletian divided the empire in two parts, each 

tuled by an Augustus—Diocletian himself in the East, Maximian in the West. Under each Augustus was a Caesar, whose 

designated heirs were Galerius in the East and Constantius in the West. But the system broke down after the abdication of the 

first Augusti in A.p. 305. Not until A.p. 324 was peace restored, with Constantine (son of Constantius 1) as sole emperor. About 

A.b. 303 Diocletian began a last and savage persecution of the Christians, continued by his successors Galerius and 

Maximinus Daia. At least partly for political reasons, Constantine took the Christian side, and in a.p. 312 proclaimed toleration 

for them. A succession of privileges was granted the new religion, until by the end of the century, it was the only cult 

recognized. But Constantine's coins kept the familiar types, and he was not baptized until his deathbed. He was succeeded by 

several members of his family, the last of whom, Julian (A.p. 360-363), reverted to paganism. The last of the coins displayed 

here is one of Theodosius (A.p. 379-395), at whose death the empire was divided, never to be reunited, and at whose death 

the Christian church was firmly established. 
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amen . LSS <a. POR 

g AGE Lyy, % 182. Sk eit “rs 
ae SS Js AE follis, 28 mm Oe = ie eulee . 
ef a eh) Mint: Lugdunum, A.D. 295-305 hg oe NA ta 
i ee de = es Diocletian, a.p. 284-305 ae 49 Kall ms Mh a4 
be 3 CS _— Lae Obverse: laureate bust of Diocletian, to right; Sat cA Fh = 4 

ie age OE ay | DIOCLETIANVS P AVG Be ee EY ae 
om SS Sagat eg Reverse: Genius standing, to left; GENIO POPVLI wee we rs: Sg 

q oA Yo ose ROMANI; in exergue PLG ee Be eee 
ee ee Ref. Cohen 125 De 

. aS 4 Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1977.310 Series , 
meee s see" Sn yen Ba et all eS 

oh . Pars Tila 

183. 

Fou AE follis, 28 mm Poe 
Le fa Mint: Carthage ep i a Ae 

i Bes we Maximian, A.0. 295-305. aad | WS 
Sem : ait ce Obverse: laureate head of Maximian, to right; IMP a ae a 

= ge MAXIMIANVS P F AVG pe * _ 
ay = : Reverse: Africa standing, to left, with elephant tusk; ea a 

ee tS lion and antelope skull at feet; FELIX ADVENT AVGG = & 

: a rd NN (The luck bringing arrival of the emperors) on < 

= Ref. RIC 19b; Seaby 3530 wi 
Ne ; 4 Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.297 Sears 

— Carthage was in Maximian’s half of the empire. —— 

184, 

AE (silvered) follis, 28 mm, 9.38 g 

Mint: Cyzicus (Asia Minor), A.D. 295-296 

ees Galerius, A.D. 293-305 Saka: Cone e e 
oral eee CSCt~é~<C~C verse: Jaureate head Of Gaalerrius, to right; GAL VAL | — ae 
i ea MAXIMIANVS NOB CAES a <o  e 
a not elem =8=—Reversse: Genius standing, to left, holding cornucopia = See 

3 “ug ; _ and paterna. GENIO AVGG ET CAESARVM NN; in ‘ Sey ee Fe 
mr PLS : exergue K A ES ae 
1 Rees he Ref, Seaby 3607; BMC 11b Bam eh a a 

Sees ne a Hg ee ei Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.298 a iS oe sea cy “m 

a Oe Galerius was the eastern Caesar, After the abdication of 3 — 1 SA ae E 
a “ . ey Diocletian and Maximian, he became Augustus and pressed : he ae vy 
~ ts wee =—=S*«n' ith thee persecution of the Christians. He came down with Nae i oe 
Nee eae ren a painful disease, possibly stomach or colon cancer, and one a: wks baa aig ae 

% Sea of his last acts was calling off the persecution and asking the “See Sor Leet 
aa , SAGES v prayers of the Christians. He died in a.p. 312 a en ee 
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oe zit iso 185. aS Nes. 2 
ve » i 2 AE follis, 25 mm, 8.83 g 3 EO 

cs es po st Mint; Rome, A.0. 293-305 GoTo 

es Koy Constantius | Chlorus, a.0. 292-305 A ahi 
4 ‘ me Lag Obverse: laureate head of Constantius |, to right; Be ee ie 

: a en ae CONSTANTIVS NOB CAES iy ce -< 

we N, 6 Reverse: Moneta standing, to left, with scales and a Ne 2/7 Seog a 

. iS os cornucopia; SAC MON VRB AVGG ET CAESS (The Tape Ree | eat 
a S “8 q Sacred Mint of the Augusti and the Caesars) Se Pat Te | ee 

Se peu ype/— Ref. Cohen 261 Be ae s 

ie Sy Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.248 Sci e) eee 

ok <a Be Constantius died soon after the abdication. His son, NRE rd heen ES 

os aaa Byars Constantine |, was acclaimed emperor by the troops in the SR 

"7. — ~ West. The double “S” of CAESS indicates there were two of ———— a 

each 

ase ae SS. Gert 

= 186 ha RB 

eS HIG? AE follis, 19.1 mm, 2.62 ¢ i os nn 
es NEN r ae Uncertain mint: a.p. 337-339 oo Se a A > 

. SRM Ge. eA Helena (wife of Constantius |, mother of Constantine 1), : ies 5 0: j%) = wa 

ee ANY oe et a : Obverse: diademed bust of Helena, to right; FL a ae ee, fi $03 em a 

Dade Qos ie Fad HELENA AVGVSTa See he Be ere, 
Bee ig TE ; Reverse: Helena standing, to left, holding branch; 4 SX, s a er AG = Sng 

a ye yp SECVRITAS REIPVBLICE; in exergue SMHS ee  F Fen BN oe 
a a 3 SF rn ei 

yS ee Ref, RIC 95 oe ea 6 
ieaey en eT Reis Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1980.27 alee pn Sta 

a ‘ igh rm 

pa 2 id hy a 187. LP SE led ens: 

fp ce Mee he AE follis, 25 mm, 7.43 g FS ee : 

ba SSG ON Mint: Trier SLY Mes 

Fy FR aes Constantine I, A.D. 307-337 Se pes of ee 

i Bi 5 eee <5 Obverse: laureate bust of Constantine, to right; IMP ‘3 Re Er Se 

Vivek Po AO ee ee CONSTANTINVS P F AVG D yf Wee] 
er ee Reverse: Mars advancing, to right; MARTI PATRI Risa Fe eS 

"i aN ae PROPVGNATORI (to father Mars, [my] ally); in exereue | ire ; — g 
<— a ee Sha) aoe ear ‘i ie 5 

‘ge " PTR et i el a 
We 1% Bic Ref. Seaby 3764 a < mi aera Pr ris 

‘ a ie Re Ad Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.339 eet re 
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en 188. joTora 
APES AP AE follis, 22.2 mm, 4.66 g “Zp pe 

i > a Mint: Lugdunum (Lyons) A. fhe eG ai © 

Sd / a Constantine |, a.0. 307-337 as - 
—S as Obverse: laureate bust of Constantine, to right; IMP bd . , : 

Baw Ae CONSTANTINVS AVG foe iasty, ee ‘ 

f Se Sie ay Reverse: Sol, to left, with globe; SOLI INVICTO COMITI _ ? “ 
fs 3 oe Ee FT (to [my] comrade, the unconquered Sun); in i a, , ae é . “ , 

Ag Tes exergue PLG ee oa 
° Te Ref. RIC 17 var; Seaby 3768 ‘ a 
Set ee Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1978.340, ex Little ee y 

Saricee Orme’s Head hoard Sea 

— 189. ; 
“ . Large bronze, 25 mm, 7.82 g : coma 

& YS : SS wis \ 2 Mint: Trier “A as a 
Gere, INS th Magnentius, A.D. 350-353 4 “ws Ty xR, 
fS5 ew ZA A Obverse: draped bust of Magnentius, to right; ifs A 7 2 a, : 
Er BAe bee MAGNENTIVS P F AVG os NG Lr 
ENS vs = ey 5] Reverse: Christogram, the Greek letter X superimposed ope Pe Nal (ZF = Bphn 2 
ae _ AY zi a Pay on P for ChRistos; at sides, A (alpha) and W (omega); i Pass 1e>"< Wie 3 
ee oki eS a SALVS DD NN AVG ET CAES (DD NN stands for two i sy Py o we “8 E 

3 Nees eee yoy Fe Nostri Domini; our lords), in exergue TR P RA Sy ae) we a 
as, ar SF Ref. comp. Seaby 3917 mS Bea Nera i 
— Ay Lo — rad nak Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.305 Cee heel Res 

oo ae a ——T— 
- CONES Magnentius rebelled against Constantius II in a.0. 350 and ate: oe = — Yass 

was killed in 354. This coin represents one of the earliest uses i= © . 

of a specifically Christian symbol. 

190. 

os ae ei AR siliqua, 17.5 mm, 2.30 g 
ae lee en Mint: Constantinople EP ee me 

AS EF uD . Julian II (the Apostate), a.. 360-363 vies na » 
eee ae ey eat Obverse: beardless bust of Julian Il, to right; D N ud. Yon i, 
ne - a 4 IVLIANVS P F AVG ir ay | Seah Ly a 
SLA Cie [SS eA. Reverse: VOTIS V MVLTIS X (vows [for his safety, to be SAY Sie Ai " 4 ; 

i (hry see mr i‘ paid if he survives for] five years, and many [more vows { ai eae ee ne Ws 

ot ‘ rs é : 5 if he survives for] ten); in exergue SCON ca ore, ns Rye 

a ca a ‘ e — Ref. comp. Seaby 3971 i on Fae - Ae p 

Ae 2 Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Frank, 1979.306 4 a * pe eer 
gy NS BS Julian, a deist rather than an anti-Christian, was a great- aT tf ory , 

. nephew of Constantine |. In an expedition against the dna 

Parthians, he was shot in the eye by an arrow. 
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Rae a iia BEN? Rey eae ie. 

ee : gos 191. se getty gs 
, Be Large bronze, 28 mm, 7.64 g ; 4 a 

¢ Mint: Rome . ; > 
: Julian II (the Apostate), A.. 360-363 : 

- Obverse: laureate draped bust of Julian Il, to right; D N w 

= FL CL IVLIANVS P F AVG ‘ 

Reverse: Egyptian Apis, or bull, standing, to left; S _ 

SECVRITAS REIPVB. Julian tried to renew the vitality of ‘ 
‘ Pee the pagan cults . io hs 

oN ; jue Ref. Cohen 38 SS pe. 
NS ee Gift of Herbert M. Howe, 1980.305 Ses” 

SE AR ae em | 
Bae Nera EE a AES Neate Rees 

a 192, 3 re + 
ose eae AR siliqua, 17.5 mm, 1.78 g a Saas 

hh ey a asp \ Pe ae) BS EA cf ek. Mint: Trier SAR o> ohm 
Se ee Nee i Valentinian II, A.p. 375-392 j _ , ane . 
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ANCIENT COINS 

BRIEF GLOSSARY 

Biga a chariot drawn by two animals, usually horses 

Billon alloy of gold or silver with greater proportion of tin or copper 

Diadem a band worn around the head and tied at the back, symbol of sovereignty 

Drachm the fundamental unit of coinage for many Greek cities 

EL (electrum) —_ a natural alloy of gold and silver in Asian river sands 

Exergue the space between the horizontal line under the design and the edge of the coin 

Incuse punched-in 

Janiform looking in two directions, after Janus, Roman god of gates and doorways, giving rise to the name January, which 

looks back to the previous year and forward to the coming year 

Laureate with a crown of laurel leaves 

Moneyers those licensed to issue coins 

Nike the Greek goddess of victory, often winged and bearing a wreath 

Obverse the side of the coin where the profile is convex, the “heads” side 

Omphalos “navel,” a stone at Delphi 

Protome front half 

Quadriga four-horse chariot 

Radiate a crown of rays 

Reverse the side of the coin where the profile is concave, the “tails” side 

Rostral crown —_ showing beaks of ships 

Scyphate cup-shaped 

Triskele three legs, joined at the top, radiating, emblem of Sicily 

Tyche the goddess of fortune, often a patron goddess of a particular city 
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ELVEHJEM 

COMMON ABBREVIATIONS ON ROMAN COINS 

AVG Augustus, granted to Octavius in 27 B.c. and to subsequent Roman emperors 

AVTO or AVTOK Autokrator, single ruler 

CAES or CAESS Caesar, Caesars 

CENS Censor , Roman magistrate responsible, among other things, for the census 

cos consul, chief magistrates (two elected annually) 

D, DD dominus, domini, lord(s), master(s) 

DICT dictator 

DIVI deified, made a god by the act of the senate 

F Filius, son 

IMP Imperator, commander, later emperor 

KAI, KAISA Caesar on coins from Greek-speaking east 

N Nepos, grandson 

NOB nobilis, of noble birth 

OB CIVES SERVATOS (for having saved citizens) 

PF pius felix , dutiful and lucky 

PM, PON M, PONTIF MAX Pontifex Maximus, chief priest 

POT potestate, power, authority 

PP pater patriae, father of the fatherland 

PRAE praetor, magistrate 

PRAEF praefectus, prefect 

Q quaestor, treasurer 

Sc Senatus Consultum, degree of the senate 

SPOR Senatus Populus Que Romanus, senate and people of Rome, issued by the senate 

SEB sebastos, augustus 

TR Tribunicia, tribune, an officer (usually TR POT, with the power of a tribune) 

Vv five 

VIR man, III VIR, triumvirate 
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ANCIENT COINS 

ABBREVIATIONS FOR REFERENCES CITED 

Bab. Babelon, Ernest. Monnaies de la Republique Romaine. 2 vols. Paris 1885. Reprint Bologna 1974. 

Blanchet Blanchet, Adrien. Traite des monnaies gauloises. Bologna 1970. 

BM Catalogue of Greek Coins in the British Museum. 27 vols. London, 1873-1927. 

BMC Catalogue of Coins of the Roman Empire in the British Museum, I-VI. London, 1923-62; reprinted London 1976. 

with suffix denoting area 

BMCRR Grueber, Herbert A. Coins of the Roman Republic in the British Museum. 3 vols. London 1910. Reprint London 

1969. 

BN Bibliotheque Nationale de France, Paris 

Cohen Cohen, H. Description historique des Monnaies frappées sous I'Empire Romain. 8 vols. Paris, 1880-92. Reprinted 

London 1956. 

Crawford Crawford, Michael. Roman Republican Coinage. 2 vols. Cambridge 1974. 

Head Head, Barclay V. Historia Numorum. New edition. Chicago 1947. 

Mac. Macdonald, G. Coin Types. Glasgow 1905. 

Newell Newell, Edward T. Royal Greek Portrait Coins. Racine, Wis. 1937. 

RIC Mattingly, Harold and E.A. Sydenham, E.A. The Roman Imperial Coinage. London 1923. 

RIC2 Mattingly, H., E.A. Sydenham, R.A.G. Carson. The Roman Imperial Coinage. Rev. ed. London 1984. 

Seaby Seaby, H. A. Roman Silver Coinage, Vol. 1, The Republic to Augustus. 3rd ed. London 1978. 

Sellwood Sellwood, David. The Coinage of Parthia. 2nd ed. London 1980. 

Seltman Seltman, Charles T. Greek Coins: A History of Metallic Currency and Coinage. London 1960. 

Svor. (1904) Svoronos, J. N. Ta nomismata tou kratour ton Polemain. Athens 1904-8. 

CRR Sydenham, Edward A. The Coinage of the Roman Republic. Rev. G. C. Haines, ed. L. Forrer and C.A. Hersh. 

London 1952. 

Private Collections 
Forrer L. Forrer, Descriptive Catalogue of the collection of Greek Coins formed by Sir Hermann Weber. London 1922-19. 

Grose Grose, S. W. Catalogue of the McClean Collection of Greek Coins. 3 vols. Cambridge 1923-29. 

Jameson Collection R. Jameson: Monnaies grecques antiques. 4 vols. Paris 1913-32. 

Lockett Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Great Britain: III (1938-49) Lockett Collection 

Pozzi Monnaies grecques antiques provenantes de la collection de feu le Prof. S. Pozzi. Sale catalogue by Naville Geneva, 4 

April 1921. 

SNG Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. American Numismatic Society 

Syll. Lloyd Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Great Britain: II (1933-37) Lloyd Collection 
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INDEX 

Acragas, cat. 39 Coriosolitae (Gaul), cat. 56 Lower Moesia, cat. 47 Sabine, cat. 86 

Aegina, cats. 27, 28 Corn Master die carver, cat. 38 Lucilla, cat. 154 Salus, cat. 176 

Aeneas, cat. 84 Coson, king, cat. 57 Lucius Caesar, cat. 119 Saturn, cats. 71, 73 

Africa, cats. 42, 84, 183 Croesus, cat. 2 Lugdunum, cats. 182, 187 Scylla, cat. 109 

Agrippa, Marcus, cats. 116, 117 Cybele, cat. 105 Lydia, cat. 2 Securitas, cat. 147 

Agrippina I, cats. 127, 128, Cyprus, cat. 62 Macedon, cats. 58, 59, 63 Seleucus |, king, cat. 64 

Agrippina II, cat. 132 Cyrene (North Africa), cat. 42 Magnentius, cat. 189 Severus, Alexander, cats. 165, 166 

Alexander the Great, cats. 60, 61 Cyzicus, cats. 3, 184 Mars, cats. 103, 160, 166, 187 Severus, Septimius, cats. 157, 162 

Amlash period, cat. | Danube, cat. 54 Massalia, cat. 43 Sicily, cats. 38, 39, 40, 41, 50 

Anchises, cat. 84 Darius I, cats. 5,6 Maximian, cat. 183 Siculo-Punic, cat. 50 

Ancus Marcius, cat. 89 Decius, cats. 173, 174 Maximinus Thrax, cat. 167 Side, cat. 60 

Annia Faustina, cat. 149 Demarete, cat. 36 Melkarth, cat. 45 Siscia, cat. 179 

Antialcidas, king, cat. 51 Demetrius Poliorcetes, cat. 62 Melpomene, muse, cat. 94 Sol, cats. 161, 164, 188 

Antioch, cats. 138, 170, 173, 174 Diocletian, cat. 182 Mercury, cat. 76 South Italy, cats. 33, 34 

Antiochus |, king, cat. 65 Dioscuri, cats. 52, 80, 82, 83 Messana, cat. 41 Spain, cat. 52 

Antonia Il, cat. 124 Dionysus, cats. 53, 54 Metapontum, cat. 33 Spes, cats. 159, 179 

Antoninius Pius, cats. 147-150 Domitian, cat. 139 Minerva, cats. 74, 125, 139 Syracuse, cats. 26, 36 

Antony, cats. 111, 112, 113 Drusus Il, cat. 122 Mithradates Il, cat. 49 Syria, cats. 64, 65 

Apis bull, Egyptian, cat. 191 Ecbatana, cat. 64 Moneta, cats. 8, 185 Sythian, cat. 57 

Apollo, cats. 40, 42, 59, 65, 79, Egypt, cats. 66, 67 Mysia, cat. 3 Tanit, cat. 50 

90-100 Elagabalus, cats. 163, 164 Neapolis, cat. 35 Taras, cat. 34 

Arsaces, king, cat. 49 Emesa, cat. 158 Nemean lion, cats. 60, 61, 64, 100 Tarpeia, cat. 87 

Aretas, king, cat. 107 Erato, muse, cat. 95 Neptune, cats. 109, 116 Tarentum, cat. 34 

Arethusa, cat. 37 Euterpe, muse, cats. 90, 91 Nero, cats. 130-134 Tatius, Titus, cats. 86, 87 

Argos, cat. 29 Faustina Il, cat. 153 Nerva, cats. 140, 141 Terpsichore, muse, cat. 96 

Artemis, cats. 43, 63 Faustulus, cat. 85 Nike, cats. 35, 36, 38, 51, 63 Thalia, muse, cat. 93 

Aspendus, cat. 44 Fecunditas, cat. 154 Octavia, cat. 112 Thasos, cats. 32, 53, 

Athena, cats. 10-18, 20-22, 24-26 Felicitas, cat. 156 Octavia III, cat. 133 Thebes, cat. 31 

Attis, cat. 105 Fortuna, cats. 140, 145 Octavian, cat. 111 Theodosius |, cat. 193 

Augustus, cats. 114, 115, 117-120 Gaius Caesar, cats. 116, 119, 127 Otacilia Severa, cats. 171, 172 Thera, cat. 4 

Aurelian, cats. 180,181 Gaius (Caligula), cat. 129 Palladium, cats. 84, 165 Thrace, cat. 57 

Aurelius, Marcus, cats. 150-154 Galerius, cat. 184 Parthenope, cat. 35 Tiberius, cats. 115, 116, 118, 
Bactria, cat. 51 Gallienus, cat. 177 Parthia, cat. 49 120-123 

Balbinus, cat. 168 Gaul, cats. 55, 56 Pegasus, cats. 25, 26 Titus, cat. 138 

Bellona, cat. 78 Gela, cat. 38 Pella, cat. 58 Trajan, cat. 142-144 

Brutus, L. cats. 57, 88 Gelas, cat. 38 Persia, cats. 5,.6 Trebonianus Gallus, cat. 174 

Brutus, M. Junius, cat. 88 Genius, cats. 174, 182, 184 Pharos of Messana, cat. 109 Trier, cats. 189, 192 

Bulgaria, cat. 57 Gordian III, cats. 168, 169 Philistis, queen, cat. 37 Tuder, cat. 7 

Caesar, Julius, cats. 84, 104, 110 Hadrian, cats. 145, 146 Philip I, cats. 170-172 Tyche, cat. 170 

Calagurris (Spain), cat. 52 Helena, cat. 186 Philip Il of Macedon, cats. 58, 59 Tyre, cat. 45 

Calliope, muse, cat. 99 Helius, cat. 30 Phoenicia, cat. 45 Umbria, cat. 7 

Caracalla, cat. 159-161 Heracles, cats. 53, 54, 60, 61, 64,75,  Polymnia, muse, cat. 97 Urania, muse, cat. 98 

Carthage, cats. 45, 183 100 Pompey, cat. 108 Vaballathus, cat. 181 

Celts, cat. 54 Herod the Great, cat. 48 Poppaea, cat. 134 Valentinian II, cat. 192 

Ceres, cats. 104, 149 Iran, cat. 1 Poseidon, cat. 62 Valerian, cat. 176 

Claudius, cats. 124-128 Israel, cats. 46, 47 Postumus, cat. 178 Venus, cats. 84, 158 

Claudius II Gothicus, cat. 179 Janus, cats. 68, 71, 77, 108 Providentia, cats. 155, 177, 178 Verus, L. cat. 151 

Cleopatra VII, queen, cat. 67 Jerusalem, cats. 46, 47 Ptolemy, cat. 66, Vespasian, cats. 136-138 

Clio, muse, cat. 92 Judaea, cats. 46, 47, 48 Pudicitia, cat. 163 Vesta, cats. 102, 165 

Clodius Albinus, cat. 156 Julia Domna, cat. 158 Punic, cats. 45, 50 Victoria, cat. 146 

Commodus, cat. 155 Julia Maesa, cat. 163 Pupienus, cat. 168 Victory, cats. 9, 80, 81 106, 130 

Concordia, cat. 171 Julia Mamaea, cat. 165 Rhodes, cat. 30 Vitellius, cat. 135 

Constantine I, cats. 187, 188 Julian Il, cats. 190, 191 Roma, cats. 9, 55, 70, 82, 83, 85, Vocontii, cat. 55 

Constantinople, cats. 190, 193 Jupiter, cats. 80, 81, 103, 107 101, 106, 192 Zeus, cats. 51, 58, 60, 61, 64 

Constantius I Chlorus, cat. 185 Laodicea ad Mare, cats. 157, 158 Roman twins, cats. 85, 148 

Corinth, cat. 25 Leontini, cat. 40 Roman wolf, cats. 85, 148 
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