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REPORT

OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRN.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, October 15, 1884,

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my fourth annual report,
and believe that a careful perusal of it will show that along the pathway
of progress in the last twelve months some dark spots have been removed
and some bright spots made brighter. More Indians are living in houses
and fewer in tepees than there were one year ago. More are cultivating
the soil and fewer following the chase than when I made my last annual
report.. There are more in the carpenter, blacksmith, and other me-
chanical shops, trying to earn an honest living, and fewer at the war
dance, scalp dance, and sun dance than in October, 1833. There are
also several hundred more Indian children in industrial, agricultural,
and mechanical schools, fitting themselves to become useful, intelligent
citizens, than there were twelve months since. During the same period
many Indians have with the proceeds of their own labor purchased im-
proved farm machinery and agricultural implements, and are making
praiseworthy efforts to take their places among the independent agri
culturists of the country. Taken altogether, an impartial view of the
sitnation warrants the belief that some time in the near future it is fair
to presume that, with the aid of such industrial, agricultural, and me-
chanical schools as are now being carried on, the Indian will be able
to care for himself, and be no longer a burden but a help to the Gov-

ernment.
EXPENSE OF INDIAN SERVICE.

1 am not aware that any report from this office has ever shown just
how much the Government contributes from the United States Treas-
ury to feed and clothe the 200,000 Indians who are its wards, outside
of the five civilized tribes. The public at large finds from the proceed-
ings of Congress and the public press that $5,000,000 in round numbers
have been appropriated for the Indian service, and this gives to each
Indian $25, which, if true, would not enable any person, either white or
Indian, to live very luxuriously, for it is a fraction less than 7 cents a day.
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But small as this is, it is by no means the worst feature of the case,
because after deducting from the 5,000,000 the money due the Indians,
and which the Government only holds in trust for them, and then de-
ducting cost of transportation and other legitimate and necessary ex-
penses, it is found, by a careful examination of the accounts, that the
Indians actually get of the money belonging to the Government, to feed
and clothe them, only about $7 per annum per capita, or a-fraction less
than 2 cents a day for each Indian. It takes from the Treasury of the
Government $1,000 a year for each soldier in our Army, whose chief
business it is to see that peace is preserved on the frontier, while it
takes from the same source for each Indian only $7. I make this com-
parison not for the purpose of conveying the idea that the Army appro-
priation is too much, for I do not know that it is, but for the purpose
of showing that the Indian appropriation is too small, because I do
know that it is, if it is expected to transform the Indians from being
wild roving nomads into peaceable, industrious, and self-supporting ecit-
izens in any reasonable time.

Among the items for which more liberal appropriations should be
made, are pay of police, pay of additional farmers, and pay of the officers
who compose the courts of Indian offenses. I am sustained by the best
and highest authority in saying that ¢ there is that scattereth and yet
increaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it
tendeth to poverty.” More liberality in paying Indian agents, and
assisting such Indians as need it and show a disposition to help them-
selves would be true economy, and hasten the day when the Indians
would need no pecuniary aid from the Government.

DELIVERY OF GOODS AND SUPPLIES.

One great cause of embarrassment in the management of the affairs
of this Bureau is the failure to make the appropriations for the Indian
service in time, so that deliveries may be made at the distant agencies
within the year for which the appropriations are made, and as a conse-
quence the Indians are as completely deprived of any benefit for that
year as though none had been made. . In this connection I call atten-
tion to the fact that after the appropriation bill passes much time is
necessarily consumed before contracts can be let, and after contracts
are awarded from fifteen to thirty days’ time is consumed before bonds
and contracts can be executed and approved. In addition to this many
of the goods purchased, such as clothing, hardware, wagons, &c., have
to be manufactured after contracts are awarded and bonds approved.
It is therefore very evident that unless the Indian appropriation bill
passes early in the session, many of the goods and supplies for the
extreme northwestern agencies cannot possibly reach their destination
within the year for which they are purchased.

The newspapersof the country have been full of complaints for months
past, because certain Indians at the extreme northern agencies were
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suffering for food, and by inference the cause of this suffering was at-
tributable to neglect on the part of this office; while on the contrary,
the suffering of these Indians for lack of food, was attributable directly
and entirely first, to the fact that the appropriations for them were not
made until three months after they should have been made, and sec-
ond, that when made, the amount allowed was less than was asked for
by this office, and consequently insufficient for the absolute wauts of
these Indians. The Blackfeet, Blood and Piegan Indians, and those at
Fort Peck and Fort Belknap agencies, were driven to great straits to
sustain life during the winter and spring of 1883 and 1884, being com-
pelled to kill many of their horses and young stock cattle for food, and
to resort to every possible expedient, such as eating bark, wild roots,
&c., and there is little doubt that many deaths amongst them were the
direct result of lack of food. Throughout their severest trials, however,
I am glad to be able to say that they have been guilty of very few acts
of lawlessness or depredation.

It is evident that owing to the entire disappearance of game and the
inability of these Indians to support themselves for the present by agri-
culture, and in the absence of stock herds old enough and large enough
so that the increase might afford a permanent, even if very limited,
supply, they will be compelled to depend nearly altogether on the Gov-
ernment for food for several years to come. These Indians, notwith-
standing their late sad experience, are cheerfully endeavoring to make
the best of their present opportunities, and are anxious to help them-
gelves. Much has been done by them during the past year in digging
irrigating ditches, fencing and breaking fields, building dwelling-houses,
&ec., and they are, with few exceptions, diligently and patiently strag-
gling for independence; and there is good reason to hope that with
proper assistance, in a few years each household will own a team and
have enough land under cultivation, which, with a few stock-cattle, will
be sufficient to make a great majority of them nearly independent. In
view of all these circumstances, I believe that there has never been a
time in the history of these tribes when judicious assistance and encour-
agement from the Government would have been so beneficial to them
as at present.

I have called attention to these things before, and now do so again, .

with the hope that Congress may see the necessity of making appro-
priations for the Indian service as to time and quantity so as to prevent,
in the future, all just complaints of this character.

MANNER OF MAKING APPROPRIATIONS.

In my last annual report I called attention to this matter in the fol-
lowing language:

«Under the present system of making appropriations for the Indian-

service, and the ralings of the accounting officers of the Treasury in the
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settlement of accounts, this office is very much embarrassed, and large
loss of funds is occasioned. Money that might be very advantageously
used if the Department had any power to exercise its discretion in the
matter, now goes back into the Treasury every year to the amount of
hundreds of thousands of dollars, because some change or circumstance
occurs that could not possibly have been foreseen at the time the appro-
priation was made. If the appropriations were made more in bulk, or
so as to-allow the Department to use its discretion in their expenditure,
so that any part of an appropriation not needed for the object or purpose
for which it was made, or that could be spared therefrom, could be used
for some other object or purpose in the Indian service, it would aid very
materially the smooth and successful operations of this office; provided
always, however, that no treaty stipulations should in any manner be
interfered with. No one, however well posted in the affairs of the
Indian Office, can by any possibility know exactly what will be needed
at every point for one year in advance, and as a matter of course mem-
bers of Congress cannot be better, posted in these matters than those
whose business it is to watch every part of it for three hundred and
sixty-five days in the year. If Congress will fix the amount to be ex-
pended for the Indian service, and leave the Department to distribute
it as the wants of the service seem to require, I am confident it would
be a great improvement on the present manner of doing business.
Under the present system some non-treaty tribes of Indians receive 3
pounds gross of beef per capita each day, and some 2 ounces per capita
each day. If the plan I suggest were adopted this disproportion could
be remedied, while it cannot be remedied under the present system.

¢“If the manner of making the appropriations for the Indian service
be contrasted with that of the War Department, it will add strength
to the suggestions which I have made. The appropriations for the
‘War Department for the year 1883, amounting in round numbers to
$25,000,000, were made under less than sixty different heads, leaving,
very properly, as I believe, a large discretion with the Secretary of
‘War as to their disposal. The appropriation for the Indian service of
about one-fourth that amount is cut up into about two hundred and
sixty separate and distinct appropriations, each one of which must be
used as specially provided, and for no other purpose, although it may
happen that in one place there is an abundance, while in another want
and famine may prevail. In other words, the whole War Department,
with all its Bureaus, has only about sixty different appropriations, while
the Indian Bureau alone has its appropriations under two hundred and
sixty different heads. I have thought it my duty to call attention to
this in order that the much-needed change may be made in the manner
of making appropriations for the Indian service.”

Congress at the last session, in the direction of this line of policy,
provided in the Indian appropriation bill that ¢ Government property
now on hand,” not required at the reservation where it is, might be
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used for the benefit of other reservations. This, it will be observed,
only provides for the property which was on hand at the date of the
passage of the act, to wit, on the 4th of July, 1884, but does not author-
ize any apportionment or distribution of goods or supplies purchased
after that date. This does not meet the necessities of the case to which
I referred, and I now again invite attention to this matter and urge the
importance of such legislation as will allow of the distribution of goods
and supplies of all kinds to non-treaty tribes of Indians in such man-
ner as to kind and quantity as in the opinion of the Department may
be calculated to promote the best interests of the service; and I do not
hesitate to assert that the same amount of money disposed of in this
manner will do much more good and give more general satisfaction than
it does on the present plan.

SALE OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION, AND LIQUOR TO INDIANS.

I again call attention to the fact that no law exists to prevent the
sale of arms and ammunition to Indians. This office can and does pre-
vent persons licensed and under bonds as Indian traders from furnish-
ing either arms or ammunition to Indians; but outside parties furnish
both arms and ammunition, because there is no law to punish them for
8o doing. This practice places the Indians in a semi-independent posi-
tion to the Government, which has been productive of much trouble,
and, in some instances, loss of life. I hope, therefore, that Congress
may see the necessity of passing a strihgent prohibitory law on this
subject, so that the personal liberty of both whites and Indians may be
interfered with in this particular.

Congress, at the last session, so far responded to my repeated re-
quests for funds to be used in the prosecution of persons who furnish
intoxicating liquor to Indians as to make an appropriation of $5,000
for that purpose. This is one step in the right direction, and the first
one that has been taken upon this particular subject, and it has already
produced good results, one of which is that some of the violators of law
are now in prison. But this is but a step in the commencement of
what should be followed by legislation to make it thoroughly effective.
After the offender has been arrested, tried, and found guilty, the pun-
ishment under the law as it now stands may be, and in many instances
is, so light as to be no terror to the evil doer. When from $100 to $500
have been expended in prosecuting a case to conviction of the offender
and then have him fined $1 and imprisoned one day, as has been the case
in some instances, it is very obvious that this worst of all evils in the
Indian country will not be removed, and is so broad a farce as to be
justly ridiculed and despised. The only effectual remedy for this is the
one which I have repeatedly recommended, and that is to make the
penalty not less than $300 fine, and not less than two years’ imprisonment.
The law now reads not more than $300, and not more than two years’
imprisonment.
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The Indians themselves complain of the Government’s allewing
white men to furnish liquor to their people, and in some cases do
all in their power to cure this evil by severely punishing their own
people who indulge in the use of intoxicating liquors. What must an
Indian think of a Government claiming to be governed by the princi-
ples of Christianity, and urging them to abandon their heathenish
practices and adopt the white man’s ways, which at the same time
allows the meanest and vilest creatures in the persons of white men to
demoralize and debauch their young men by furnishing them with that
which brutalizes and destroys them? What is wanted now is a penalty
attached to the law for its violation commensurate with the crime, and
I earnestly request that Congress at its next session will, in addition to
the good work which it has begun by appropriating money for the prosecu-
tion of those who furnish liquor to Indians, also make the penalty for
the violation of the law so severe as to make it dangerous for any one

to violate it.
REMOVALS OF INDIANS.

Crows.—Since my last report was made, the Crow Indians, whose res-
ervation in Montana is estimated to contain 4,713,000 acres, have been
removed from their old location in the western part of the reservation
to the valleys of the Big Horn and the Little Big Horn Rivers. Much
difficulty was experienced in making this removal, from the fact that
Congress only appropriated $10,000 for this purpose, while the bids re-
ceived after advertising twice’ according to“law, for the construction of
the ‘agency buildings, ranged from $43,000 to $70,000. After trying in
vain for months to secure the construction of the necessary buildings
by this means, it was decided to send a special agent on to the ground
selected for the future home of these Indians, and to construct out of the
timber growing there the buildings required. The work intrusted to
this agent, I am glad to say, has apparently been satisfactorily done,
and as a consequence we have to-day not only the required agency
buildings, for which contractors asked from $43,000 to $70,000, but
have also in addition 52 log cabins for Indian dwellings.

During the last year 300 acres of land have been broken for cultiva-
tion at the new agency, about 100 homesteads taken, and more land
cultivated by the Indians than in any previous year of their history.
In addition to this a large number of stock cattle have been purchased
for them, thus placing them a long way in advance of the position oc-
cupied by them one year ago. All this has been done without creating
a deficiency in any branch of the appropriation, and without the viola-
tion of any law or regulation of the Department, and thus a long step
taken in thedirection of transforming the ¢ wild Crows of the mountains”
into a peaceable and self-supporting people.
~ Not only has this been done, but it has thus been made possible to
add to the public domain at least 3,000,000 acres of this reservation,
leaving still all the land necessary for the use and occupancy of this
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tribe of Indians. If this 3,000,000 acres are so disposed of as to give
the Crows some benefit of the proceeds thereof, they will no longer re-
quire any aid from the Government, and thus one fraction of the Indian
problem will have been solved, and an example and incentive given to
other tribes of Indians to do likewise.

Tonkawas.—A small tribe of Tonkawa Indians has for many years
been living in the State of Texas without any reservation or right to
any particular location. Congress for several years has made a small
appropriation for their relief, and in the absence of any authority to ap-
point, or funds to pay an agent, an officer of the Army has been detailed
tolook after their interests. The condition of these Indians has not im-
proved, but, on the contrary, has become worse each year. At the last
session of Congress an appropriation of $10,000 was made for the ¢ sup-
port, civilization, and instruction of the Tonkawa Indians, and for their
removal to a reservation in the Indian Territory.” Arrangements have
now been made for removing these Indians from Texas to the Iowa
reservation in the Indian Territory, where by treaty stipulations the
Government has the right to place other Indians than the Iowas. This
will place these Indians under a regular agent, and on land where they
can legally remain, with an opportunity to make homes for their fami-
lies, and engage in agricultural pursuits,and a chance to avail them-
selves of the advantages of the Government schools in that region.

COURT OF INDIAN OFFENSES.

In my last annual report I had the honor to call your attention to the
¢ Court of Indian Offenses” which had been established at a few of the
agencies; and, believing that the organization of this court would be
a practical benefit to the Indian service, and tend materially to the
advancement and civilization of the Indians, I recommended that a
sufficient appropriation be made for the purpose of paying the judges
a reasonable compensation for their services. At every agency where
the court has been established it has been well received, and the decis-
ions of the judges respectfully acquiesced in and quietly and peaceably
enforced. At some of the agencies this court has been instrumental
in abolishing many of the most barbarous and pernicious customs that
have existed among the Indians from time immemorial; and if properly
encouraged, and the Indians are made to believe that the Government
is honest in its endeavors to promote their welfare and intellectual and
moral advancement, I believe that in a few years polygamy and the
" heathenish customs of the sun dance, scalp dance, and war dance will
be entirely abolished. A .

The reports of the agents of the agencies where this court is, organ-
ized indicate very conclusively the beneficial results already accom-
plished. The agent of the Umatilla Agency, Oregon, says that this
court—

Has worked admirably and made a radical change, especially among the young

men of the tribe, for the better, as all disorders or offenses that come before the judges
here are inexorably punished.
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The agent of the Fort Peck Agency, Montana, says that this court—

Has been of practical value to me. All minor offenses and difficulties that fre-
quently arise, that of necessity must be adjusted, are turned over to the judges of the
court. The Indians are willing to abide by their decision and submit to the penalty
imposed. The decision and authority, coming as it does from their own people, has
the moral tendency to educate them up to the idea of law.

The agent of the Nez Percé Agency, in Idaho, says:

The court has done a good work during the past year in correcting error and crime.
The following is a list of cases passed upon by said court:

No. of Fines
Offenses. cases. collected.

Drunkenness - c-c..oeeoeoeamoeciiiaeiiaieataaaitaeaecenaaaaan 17 $168 25
Theft ......... 3 25 00
Wife-beating .. 2 23 00
Plurality of Wives . .....c.oueiiiii i 1 20 00
Disorderly conduct .- ..o ittt aciaaeaaaa 1 10 00
Contempt of couTt .. ..o 1 10 00

256 25

Amount of fines imposed and not yet collected, $30.

The agent of the Standing Rock Agency, Dakota, says that he organ-
ized the court of Indian offenses at his agency in October last, and is—

Pleased to state that it has given entire satisfaction. The judges are good men, who
command respect and have the confidence of the Indians, and their decisions have
been just and impartial, and have in every case been sustained by public sentiment.
Sessions of this court are held every alternate Saturday, and it aids me materially in
administering the affairs of the agency.

The agent of the Devil’s Lake Agency, Dakota, says:

The court of Indian offenses is of great assistance to an agent in keeping the Indians
under proper restraint and enforcing the laws published by the Department for the
punishment of offenses, for without their assistance the facts in the cases would never
be got at. ‘It takes a thief to catch a thief,” and it requires an Indian lawyer to
sift an Indian statement and the evidence of Indian witnesses. Crimes and much
petty trouble are prevented, because the Indians know that the true facts in the case
will be understood and learned by the Indian judges; whereas a white man could be
fooled, as they express it. The system also relieves the agent of much disagreeable
work and odium in connection with the duty of imposing fines or imprisonment upon
offenders. I have divided the reservation into three school districts, and the judge
residing in each district is responsible for the attendance at school of the children in
that district. If these men were under pay the task of keeping children at school
would be a less arduous one. During the year the judges have tried forty-two cases
and passed sentence of imprisonment or fine upon thirty-four offenders.

The agent of the White Harth Agency, Minnesota, says:

The court here has relieved me of many trying cases, and now it would seem as if
it would be impossible to do without them. Their judgment in most cases has been
excellent, and their decisions submitted to without any complaint in most cases.
There are a few lawless persons here that have been able to do as they wished for
many years, and the restraint that this court has been to them has caused some
little dissatisfaction. But it is only a question of time and it will become a perma-
nent fixture and recognized as the only way to settle the little differences among
them. If these judges could be paid a reasonable salary for their time and services
there would not be any doubt of the continued good results from this court.
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The agent of the Santee and Flandreau Agency says that his court
of Indian offenses has tried thirty-three cases during the past year,
and the fines collected have aggregated $56. He thinks the court is
doing good service and is of much benefit to the agency in preventing
and punishing crime.

The agent of the Omaha and Winnebago Agency, Nebraska, says:

The Indian court of offenses has proven efficient and, effective in dealing with the
class of disorders which come under its control. It is, however, daily more apparent
that the three judges of this court should be compensated for their services, as they
are frequently called upon to do unpopular things, and, if true to the duties of their
office, often risk personal friendship and help. This is a just reason why they should
be made independent and secure against loss. Another reason is found in the fact
that the judges must be of necessity taken from the more advanced and progressive
people, and such have farms that cannot be left without loss while they are giving
their time to trials. Each convening of the judges costs them a day’s time, which
cannot be given without loss. With proper compensation and under proper provis-
ions the duties of the judges could be enlarged and the order and discipline of the

_people enhanced.

The three judges of this agency have also joined in a strong appeal
for compensation for their services. They say that they have patiently
investigated every case brought before them, that their authority has
been fully recognized by the whole tribe, and every penalty ordered by
the court has been executed, and that, among other things, polygamy
has been entirely abolished under their administration.

As appears from the above, one great drawback to the successful organ-
ization-of this court is the lack of money to pay the judges and other
officers of the court a compensation for their services. Hence many of the
agents have been unable to organize the court, because their best Indians
are unwilling to leave their farms and business occupations when they
know that their only reward may perhaps be a loss of influence and pop-
ularity among the tribe. It is a rare case of unselfish devotion to the
public welfare for a white man to accept an office with responsible duties
attached, unless it is also accompanied with a commensurate salary.
It is not reasonable to expect the Indian to be more unselfish than his
white brother, and hence if it is desired that this court should be con-
tinued, and carried into successful operation, it is absolutely necessary
that some provision be made to pay the officers of the court a reasona-
ble compensation. The judges, in my opinion, should not be asked to
serve for less than $20 per month, and for the payment of this salary
and other necessary expenses an appropriation of $50,000 would be
sufficient. If this amount was appropriated the court could be suc-
cessfully established at every agency where it was found necessary.
The agents would be relieved of a large amount of unnecessary labor and
annoyance, and it would be a matter of economy to the Government in
saving the expense heretofore incurred of suppressing crimes which are
now included in the jurisdiction of the conrt of Indian offenses. I there-
fore respectfully recommend that Congress be asked for an appropria-
tion of $50,000 for the purpose above mentioned.
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INDIAN HOMESTEAD ENTRIES.

The Indian appropriation act for the current year contains a clause
allowing Indians to avail themselves of the homestead laws without
the payment of fees and commissions on account of entries or proofs,
and appropriates the sum of $1,000 to aid Indians in making selections
of land and the necessary proofs. Under this act several entries have
been made by Indians in Washington Territory who for years have
been in possession of land along the Columbia River. It is believed
that this provision, and your action in directing local officers to refuse
entries of whites upon lands occupied by Indians, as embodied in cir-
cular of the General Land Office dated May 31, 1884, will enable many
Indians to secure titles to their lands.

This clause also provides that all patents for lands under the Indian
homestead act shall be of the legal effect and declare that the United
States does and will hold the land thus entered for the period of twenty-
five years in trust for the sole use and benefit of the Indian by whom such
entry shall have been made, or in case of his decease, of his widow and
heirs, according to the laws of the State or Territory where such land is
located; and that at the expiration of said period the United States will
convey the same by patent to said Indian, or his widow and heirs as
aforesaid, in fee, discharged of said trust and free of all charge or 'in-
cufnbranca whatsoever.

ALLOTMENT OF LANDS IN SEVERALTY AND PATENTS.

During the year 12 certificates of allotments have been issued to the
Indians on the White Earth Reservation, under the treaty with the
Chippewas of the Mississippi concluded March 19, 1867 (16 Stat., 721);
9 to the Pottawatomies of the Indian Territory, under the act of May
23, 1872 (17 Stat., 159), the cost of the land to the United States in the
nine Pottawatomie cases having been reimbursed by the allottees ;
12 to the Sioux Indians at the Rosebud Agency, under the sixth article
of the Sioux treaty concluded April 29, 1868 (15 Stat., 637), and 2 to
the Sisseton Indians on Lake Traverse, under the treaty of February
19, 1867 (15 Stat., 505).

Patents have been issued as follows: 78 to the Chippewas of Lake Su-
perior and the Mississippi, on the Lac Court Oreille Reservation, under
the provisions of the third article of the treaty of September 30, 1854
(10 Stat. 1110); and 6 to the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands of Sioux,
under the fifth article of the treaty of February 19, 1867 (15 Stat. 505);
making the total number of certificates and patents issued 119. Allot-
ments have also been approved by the President in favor of 119 Indians
in Washington Territory, and the issnance of patents to 60 of these
has been authorized. This office has also approved, in addition to the
foregoing, allotments to 102 Indians in Washington Territory, and re-
quested the issuance of patents.
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Several of the agents report that their Indians are earnestly asking
for allotments, which have hitherto been delayed for the want of an ap-
propriation to survey the reservation.

The bill to increase the quantity of land to be allotted the Nez Percé
and Willamette Indians, to which reference was made in my last Annual
Report, passed the Senate at the last session of Con gress, but no action
was taken by the House. The general allotment bill also passed the
Senate in a form generally acceptable to this Office, but received no
action from the House. It is hoped that favorable action may be taken
npon both these bills by the House of Representatives at the next ses-

sion.
SURVEY OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

The first appropriation of any consequence in ten years for the survey
of Indian reservations was made at the last session of Congress, when
the sum of $50,000 was appropriated ¢“for survey and subdivision of In-
dian reservations, and defining by surveys the boundaries of reserva-
tions and of lands to Le allotted to Indians.” The act provides that
$5,000 of this amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be
used for surveying and defining the boundaries of the Navajo Indian
Reservation. Although the sum appropriated is but half the amount
estimated for, it will do much to relieve the service of one of the most
serious embarrassments with which it has had to contend. It will en-
able this office to rerun and remark the lines of certain reservations
which have heretofore been surveyed, and possibly to inaugurate some
original surveys, so that the work of allotment will probably be con-
tinued during the year to a greater extent than heretofore. It is the in-
tention to use this money where it is most needed, and rely upon Con-
gress for further appropriations to accomplish the surveys in other
places.

The want of a proper definition of reservation boundaries has been
for years, and is still, one of the most fruitful causes of contention and dis-
order known to the Department, and itis to be hoped that the full amount
of my estimate for surveys for the ensuing fiscal year may be provided,
in order that existing disputes may be speedily settled, and a subdi-
vision of lands within the reservations made, wherever required and
deemed advisable, for the settlement of the Indians in individual

homes.
LEASING OF INDIAN LANDS.

Since the date of my last annual report, numerous applications have
been received trom parties desirous to lease Indian lands, held by ordinary
occupancy, by tenancy, or by sufferance, mainly for cattle grazing pur-
poses. Toallsuch,answer, based upon Department ruling on the question
in the Fenlon case, April 25,1883, has been returned that no authority of
law existed for the making of such leases or agreements by the Indians or
by this Department, and that the Department would not approve them.
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As a matter of fact, however, some few agreements of the character
mentioned have been entered into by certain Indian tribes on their own
responsibility, from which the Indians are drawing more or less pecu-
niary benefit. These agreements, however, have not received the ap-
proval of the Department for the reasons above stated. It is very de-
sirable that Congress should put this much vexed question upon a
proper basis, so that Indian lands not necessary for other purposes may
be made a source of income to the Indians under such rules and regu-
lations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe.

CRIMES AND OFFENSES.

A law is badly wanted for the punishment of crimes and offenses
" amongst Indians themselves. In my last annual report I referred to
this subject at considerable length, and pointed out the embarrassment
occasioned this Department by reason of the excepting clause in the
United States Statutes (section 2146), which remits to tribal usages and
customs the punishment of crimes and offenses committed between the
Indians themselves. Outside the five civilized tribes in the Indian 'Ter-
ritory, who have their own legislatures, courts, and judicial machinery,
and amongst whom life and property are as secure as they are in the
States, the Indian is not amenable to any law for injuries committed on
one of hisown race in the Indian country. The result is that the most
brutal and unprovoked murders are committed, and the murderer goes
‘“unwhipt of justice.”

A notable instance of this is the case of ¢ Crow Dog,” who killed the
celebrated Chief ¢ Spotted Tail” on the Sioux reservation, and who
was tried and convicted before the first district court of Dakota, sitting
as a United States court, which held that under the peculiar provisions
of the treaty of 1868 and the agreement of 1877, with the Sioux Indians,
it had jurisdiction of the offense, notwithstanding the general provision
in the statutes. Upon petition for writ of habeas corpus and certio-
rart, the United States Supreme Court held that the statutory excep-
tion was not repealed by the provisions of the treaties, and that the
first district court of Dakota was without jurisdiction to find or try the
indictment against the prisoner; that the conviction and sentence were
void, and that his imprisonment was illegal.* The consequence is that
Crow Dog is at large upon the reservation unpunished.

Another notable case was that of Johnson Foster, a Creek Indian,
who committed a cold-blooded murder upon Robert Poisal, a civilized
Arapaho, in the Shawnee country in the Indian Territory. The facts
of this case were fully set out in my last report and need not be reca-
pitulated. Here also there was no legal remedy at hand, but the Indi-
ans saved the Government all further trouble in the matter by finally
shooting the murderer down like a wild beast, not, however, until he

* Ex-parte Crow Dog 109, U. 8. Reports, 556.
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had duplicated his crime by murdering the United States deputy mar-
shal who had him in charge.

Still another and more recent case is that of Spotted Tail, junior, and
Thunder Hawk, who killed White Thunder (all of them Sioux Indians),

the Rosebud Agency on the Sioux reservation. Under the decision
in the Crow Dog case, this office had no alternative but to reluctantly
order the prisoners, who, in the first instance, had been placed in the
custody of the military, back to the reservation. In regard to this af-
fair the agent reports as follows :

The quietude and monotony of affairs at the agency was broken on the evening of
May 29, by the killing of Chief White Thunder by Spotted Tail (son of the late
Chief Spotted Tail) and an Indian named Thunder Hawk: My information, obtained
principally from Spotted Tail after the fracas, is that White Thunder, feeling aggrieved,
went to Spotted Tail’s camp, and took therefrom seven horses and other property;
Spotted Tail going to his camp and seeing some of his horses dead on the road, he,
with two others, Thunder Hawk and Long Pumpkin, went to and commenced firing
into the camp of White Thunder’s friends, during which White Thunder received
two riile shots, one from Spotted Tail in the leg and another from Thunder Hawk in
the breast, from which he soon died. Long Pumpkin was thought to be mortally
wounded ; he has progressed till the present time with prospects of final recovery.
The father of White Thunder was also less seriously wounded, but on account of
extreme age may not recover. Six horses were killed in the affray., The next morn-
ing Spotted Tail and Thunder Hawk answered my summons and appeared before me
for examination. I sent them to Fort Niobrara. They have been kept prisoners at
the fort since that time.

If there is no law to punish or detain offenders of such character in durance, they

" should not be returned to the place of their crimes, where the friends and relatives of

the murdered reside, and who stand ready, whenever afflicted with ‘“bad hearts” or

are ‘‘mourning,” to avenge the offense, endangering the lives of many, and good gov-

ernment of all. T look upon this trouble as an outgrowth of the return to this agency

of ““Crow Dog” (the murderer of Chief Spotted Tail, August, 1881), imprisoned, tried,

convicted, and condemned for this crime; afterwards on the decision of the United
States Supreme Court, ‘‘that the court had no jurisdiction over Indian offenders
against Indians,” he was released and returned here, feeling of more importance than

the highest chief of the nation. His presence from the time of his return has been

the cause of jealousy and heartburning ; it has at different times appeared as though

trouble would result from this.cause. ‘White Thunder” had become one of the pro-

gressive men among the Indians; had recently induced a number of his band to leave
the vicinity of the agency to form a new camp where good farms could be made, and

by his example induced them to go to work, His death will be a loss to his people,

as also to the whites, to whoin he was a good friend; his influence was on the side of
good government, law and order.

Other instances may be cited, but enough have been given to show
the necessity for an amendment of the law in this particular. The aver-
age Indian may not be ready for the more complex questions of civil
law, but he is sufficiently capable to discriminate between right and
wrong, and should be taught by the white man’s law to respect the per-
sons and property of his race, and that under the same law he himself
is entitled to like protection.

In this connection I desire to call your attention to the importance of
establishing a United States court in the Indian Territory, in accord-
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ance with existing treaties with the civilized tribes, and I cannot better
do so than by quoting from the annual report of the agent at the Union
Agency, to which the civilized tribes are attached. He says:

In criminal cases where white men and Indians are the parties, or where both par-
ties are white men, the case is tried by the United States court at Fort Smith, Ark,
About four-fifths of criminal cases tried at that court come from the Indian Territory ;
the long distances witnesses must travel to reach this court makes the administration
of justice not only very expensive to the Government, and to the witnesses who are
compelled to attend, but it is the cause of a large number of crimes committed in the
Territory not being reported ; witnesses cannot afford to travel several times to Fort
Smith, Ark., to prosecute criminals. The fees and mileage will not pay ordinary fare
and necessary expenses of the trip, allowing nothing for the time lost. The business
of the court is transacted as rapidly as possible, but cases are continued from term to
term, and several trips must be made by the witnesses before the case is tried. Crim-
inals take advantage of this state of affairs, and crime is much more prevalent than
if a court was established in the Territory, as the treaty provides and the Indians
desire. The Territory having no friend at court to call attention to these matters,
the Indian Office should do so in the interest of good order and economy.

TIMBER AND OTHER DEPREDATIONS Oﬁ INDIAN LANDS.

At the first session of the present Congress a bill (S. 1545) to amend
section 5388 of the Revised Statutes in relation to timber depredations
80 as to apply to all classes of Indian lands, passed the Senate, but was
not reached in the House. This legislation is much required, especially
in the Indian Territory, where depredations are constant, and I would
respectfully recommend that the bill be still further amended, so as to
include coal and other minerals upon Indian lands. :

INDIAN POLICE.

In the Indian appropriation bill approved May 27, 1878, provision was

" made for organizing an Indian policeforce, not exceeding 50 officers and
430 privates. During that year a force was organized at 30 different
agencies, and from that day to this the wisdom of Congress in estab-
lishing such a force has been more apparent every year. During the
past year the force has consisted of 784 officers and privates at 48
out of the 60 different agencies, and it is believed that the records of
constabulary organizations throughout the country will not present a
more favorable showing for fidelity, faithfulness, and impartial per-
formance of duty than has been displayed by the Indian police. When
it is borne in mind that a great majority of the cases upon which
they are called to act are offenses committed by their own race against
laws made by a race with which they have not heretofore been in sym-
pathy ; that they are hedged in by rules and regulations which so
abridge the absolute freedom to which they have been accustomed as to
gall and chafe them continually, any infringement of which is promptly
punished ; and that many of the regulations established forbid prac-
tices which almost form a part of the very existence of the Indian,
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practices and customs which are to them a religion, and which, if neg-
lected, they believe will result in disaster and death, the impartiality
with which the police have performed the duties devolving upon them

is creditable in the highest degree. It matters not who the offender is, -

whether chief of the tribe or a young warrior, Indian or white man, friend
or foe, stranger or one ‘ to the manor born,” when ordered to make an
arrest there is no flinching from duty, and it is truly marvelous that so
little friction has occurred in the performance of their duties. One of
the best evidences of their efficiency and adherence to duty is shown
in the fact that out of a force of nearly 800 men only 80 have been dis-
charged from the force during the year for all causes combined.

I cannot conscientiously perform my duty nor do justice to this mer
itorious body of men without again calling attention to their meager
salary, and urging that a more liberal compensation be paid to them.
This office requires that they shall be men of unquestioned energy,
courage, and self-command ;- be in vigorous bodily health; be good
horsemen and good shots with rifle and pistol. They must be well ac-
quainted with the topography of the reservation, and must so inform
themselves as to the appearance of the cattle, wagons, and other prop-
erty belonging on the reservation as to be able to identify them wherever
found ; must constantly patrol the districts assigned ; must give imme-

diate notice of the arrival of strangers on the reservation; must obtain -

all possible information in regard to timber, cattle, and horse-thieves,
squatters, and liquor-sellers in the vicinity, and must vigilantly watch
the movements of all suspicious characters and their associates, and re-
port the same ; must report all marriages, deaths, and cases of severe
sickness or accident; and must perform all the regular duties assigned,
and be ready for special service at any time. They are compelled to
furnish and feed their own horses, many of them keeping several, and
are often on a trail at hard riding for days at a time, all for the low
salary of $8 per month for officers and $5 per month for privates, Of
the 784 men in service the past year only 64 were single men ; all the
others had families averaging five members.

During the year 128 resigned on account of ‘“inadequate salary,” and
it is surprising that any accept or retain the position. Congress, at its
last session, recognized the necessity of greater compensation by au-
thorizing one agent to pay $15 per month. I earnestly recommend that
the rate of compensation per month be fixed as follows: Officers, $15;
sergeants, $12; privates, $10.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

The following tables show: (1) The distribution of population; (2)
the objects and purposes of the expenditures from appropriations for
the fiscal years ended June 30, 1882, 1883, and 1884.

4266 IND——II
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TABLE 1.—Distribution of population.

States and Territories.

Aggregate
number of
agencies.

Aggregate
Indian pop-
ulation.

under control

Indians not
of ageuts.

- 1) 1 T L L LT T T TP
California. . oo et aeciaa..
ColoTaA0 .o vmeme e e

Indian Territory...... SN
Indian Territory (five civilized tribes). s

B T T S
MiINNESOtA. . o e eeeeraeemmaemaaamar e e e )
MONtANA - - eaee it it e e iiiiiiiecieeaaaaiaaen
Nebraska (including 201 attached to Kansas agency, but still living in
NODTASKA) - - - . eacmemeem e eee e e eaeae e eamm cmmmememmmn emmnn e aenann
Nevada ....--..- e e e i
New Mexico ... e e o
New York....... .
North Carolina .....ccauan.-..
Oregon ««ve-v----
Texas ---.----
Utah ceeeeevennnnnnunn ..
‘Washington Territory ...............
WASCODBIN - e v ie e e
L 1 L .
Tndiana and FIorida. o e oo ie e e i ccece et et eee e

18, 699

e ) 00 O i 0

5, 287
*15, 333
3, 602

HEONT O WO -

LT

61 { 246, 794

Total number in United States, exclusive of those in Alaska
*Of these 558 are in charge of a military officer and not on an

.......... 264, 369

Indian reservation.

t Indians in charge of a military officer, and not on a reservation.

TABLE 2.—Objects and purposes of the expenditures from appropriations for the fiscal years
ending June 30, 1882, 1883, and 1834.

1883.

1884.

$5,563,104 13 |  $5, 291, 985 91

81, 888 53

83, 030 09
7,290 05 8,558 46
18,306 24 19, 187 62
34,136 18 30,941 04
740 75 246 00
15, 886 86 15,728 76
534,352 69 371,073 79
2,473, 600 81 2, 160, 967 92
272,959 44 259, 693 51
323, 966 95 285,148 76
25, 161 12 24,803 12
14,174 22 21,196 88
204, 859 98 298, 666 56
265, 801 19 254, 853 30
7,320 94 9, 096 48
482,336 44 669, 974 21
145,160 25 92,130 67
13,472 49 11, 543 45
3, 648 42 5,810 82
13,258 77 21,111 75
83, 286 08 60, 097 08
60 00 focoeenoi il
.............. 263, 880 47
.............. 496 50
21,902 94 17,250 00
4,625 95 |................
803 50 7,581 49
© 4,809 80 13, 988 23
- 20,081 78 746 09

5,196, 218 84 | 5,006, 661 49

Objects and purposes for which the appropriations 1882,
have been ex pended. -
Amount appropriated .....cocoiiiiainiiiiiiiia $5, 124, 648 80
Pay of Indian agents 84,552 77
Pay of special agents. . . 5 18
Pay of interpreters .................. 23,711 64
Buildings at agencies and repairs................ ... 36, 000 06
Vaccination of Indians . ...ceevemameo i 1,430 35
Medicines and medical sapplies .coceaeociiaiaiol 15,749 99
Annuity goods. .. . 667, 727 02
Subsistence supp. .- 402,302,739 13
Agricultural and miscellaneous supplies . R 210, 581 73
Expenses of transportation and storage .............. 285, 261 16
Purchase and inspection of annuity goods and supplies| 25,265 37
Advertising expenses and telegraphing .............. 14,180 12 |
Payment of annuity in money -.q.co.-.... - 285, 819 36 |
Payment of regular employés at agencies. . 324, 639 52
Payment of temporary employés........ .- 8,345 66
Support of 8¢h00lS. ..o L 244,209 18
To promote civilization among Indians generally,
including Indian labor . ......coo.ceeoecii o 233, 364 48

Traveling expenses of Indian agents.. . 12,947 45
Traveling expenses of special agents ................. 2,790 76
Incidental expenses of agencies ............ 6,231 00
Pay of Indian police, scouts, and equipments 75,975 61
Presents to Indians ............... [ 330 00
Stock for Indians............... R TR
Surwey of Indian reservations ........ N I
Pay and ex: of Indian insp . 19, 963 01
Expenses of Indian commissioners ...........c.oc.oofiaaaiiiaa...
Agricultural improvements 6,756 31
Miscellaneous ......... . 4,650 97
In hands of agents .....cccieciaeiinienreraeceannns 40, 387 74

Total amount expended .......c.cecece ceeennn- 4,897,165 83 |

Balance unexpended .........ccoccaciaciinans 187, 095 23 |

366, 885 29 ‘

285,324 42
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SCHOOLS.

The status ot school work among Indians, exclusive of the five civil-
ized tribes,can best be shown by the following comparative statemeunt:

Items. 1883. 1884. |Increase.
Training schools, Carlisle; Forest Grove, &c.........co...iueieaieaanns 3 6 3
Pupils ip training S Y P . 610 1,195 585
Boarding schools on or near reservations. . 7 83 4
Pupils in such schools.............._...._. 4,407 4,935 528
Children placed in various schools through the country. . 122 579 457

DAY SCROOLS - weoeeoemoeemee oo oo il 117 126 9
Total number of day pupils .
Total number of boarding puplls

5139 | 6709 | 1,57

Of the above, 130 boarding pupils and 892 day pupils are in New

ork the day pupils attend the 29 public schools which the State of
New York provides for her Indian population.

Training schools.—The principal educational advance of the year has
been the starting of the three new training-schools referred to in my
last report, at Genoa, Nebr., Chilocco, Ind. Ter., and Lawrence, Kans.,
opened, respectively, in January, February, and September. The re-
ports of the first two are herewith, on pages 207 and 209. The latter is
only just under way, and has now 125 out of the 340 pupils which it will
accommodate. The Chilocco and Genoa schools have made a good
1ecord with their 319 pupils. They have the advantage of bLoth Car-
lisle and Forest Grove in possessing sufficient land, and are giving
special dttention to stock-raising and farming. The Chilocco boys have
a herd of 425 cattle, and the Genoa boys have cultivated faithfally 202
acres and raised 6,000 bushels of corn, 2,000 bushels of oats, and 1,200
bushels of vegetables. The nearness of the schools to Indian reserva-
tions greatly reduces cost of transportation, but at the same time it
suggests to the pupils a prompt remedy for homesickness and restive-
ness under restraint. Both schools have been annoyed by runaways,
but it is hoped that serious embarrassment from this quarter need not
be anticipated. Several of the employés of these schools are Carlisle
and Hampton graduates. If Congress had not modified its appropria-
tion and removed the restriction which limited the amoumt to be ex-
pended in support of these schools to $200 per pupil, including travelin g
expenses, they could not have been carried on. To require that the
first éxpense of an industrial school shall not exceed the lowest sum at
Wwhich it has been found possible to continue a school already estab-
lished is unjust and unreasonable. For the current fiscal year only $175
per pupil (exclusive of traveling expenses) is appropriated, and I am at
.a loss to see how the schools can complete thelr tirst full year on this
allowance.

The other threetraining echoo]s, at Carlisle, Forest Grove, and Hamp-
ton, have had an uneventful, useful year, with 578, 166, and 132 pupils,
respectively, and a combined average attendance of 693. The detailed
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reports of the schools herewith, on pages 186, 202, and 189, are full of in-
terest, and show clearly the painstaking thoroughness with which the
pupils are being trained in the various trades and household industries,
and the zeal and faithfulness with which those engaged in it are devoting
themselves to this work. Of the special work which is undertaken at
Carlisle called “planting out,” the superintendent says:

1 placed out on farms auvd in families during the year, for longer or shorter periods,
44 girls and 173 boys, and have arranged for keeping out about 110 the ensuing win-
ter to attend the public schools where they are located, or to receive private instruc-
tion in the families. Thisis by far the most important feature of our work.

Eighty-four are reported as excellent workers, 83 as good, 41 as fair, and 9 as lazy.
I established a regulation that all who went out from the school should do so entirely
at the expense of their patrons, and should receive pay according to their ability.
The results have been most satisfactory. The absence from the school has been in
nearly every case a clear saving to the Government of their support during such pe-
riod of absence, and many of the boys and girls, besides supplying themselves with
clothing, have earned and saved considerable sums of money, which I find has a most
excellent influence.

An Indian boy who has earned and saved $25 or $56 is in every way more manly
and more to be relied upon than one who has nothing; whereas had he received the

' game sum as a gratuity the reverse would be the case.

Two years of school training and discipline are necessary to fit a new pupil for this
outing. The rapid progress in English speaking, the skill in hand and head work,
the independence in thought and action pupils so placed gain, all prove that this
method of preparing and dispersing Indian youth is an invaluable means of giving
them the courage and capacity for civilized self-support. An Tndian boy placed in a
family and remote from his home (and it is better distant from the school), surrounded
on all sides by hardworking, industrious people, feels at once a stronger desire to do
something for himself than he can be made to feel under any collective system, or in
the best Indian training-school that can be established. His self-respect asserts
itself; he goes to work, behaves himself, and tries in every way to compete with
those about him.

Congress having made its annual failure to appropmate funds with
which to purchase a farm for this school, Captain Pratt has solicited
funds therefor from private parties, and a $20,000 tract, covering 157
acres, has been purchased, on which $13,000 has been paid. Another
tract of equal size is still needed.

The Forest Grove school has kept its bulldmgs full and this year is
crowding in fifty more children in anticipation of being relieved by new
buildings, for which Congress appropriated $20,000. The erection of
buildings is delayed pending the settlement of the permanent location
of the school.

The superintendent of the Hampton school complains justly of the
cutting down of the rate of compensation hitherto allowed that institu-
tion from $167 per pupil to $158.33, and of a new exaction that he shall
pay such part of the transportation of the pupils to and from the school
as exceeds a specified sum, which is one-half the amount asked for that
purpose. Congress has been accustomed to ask private schools to do
work which is worth over $200 per pupil for $167, but it has never be-
fore reduced the amount below that sum. Considering the superior

.
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training and advantages which Hampton offers, and the large private
donations which she has secured for the furtherance of Indian educa-
tion, I cannot consider this discrimination against her as anything but
a blunder, and one too serious to be allowed to go uncorrected.

General Armstrong says: ’

The reduction is arbitrary and uncalled for. It will not seriou'sly hinder the work,
for friends will take it up, but it is humiliating to appeal to private charity to make
good this small economy of Congress. Hampton school has repeatedly asked for
$175, on the ground of fair treatment and the guality of the work done. This redue-
tion cannot be due to ignorance, but to carelessness or to personal ill-will to the work
in which T and my associates are engaged for the Indian race. In behalfof some of
the constituents of the very legislators who did this injustice, to whom T have applied
to make up thisreduction, I protest against the custing down of the per capita allow-
ance to Hampton school.

Pupils in various schools in States.—Similar to training-school work is
the education of pupils in various schools throughout the country, which
is assuming noteworthy proportions. Beginning two years ago with
provision for 100 pupils, the appropriations have so increased that
during the last fiscal year 565 Indian youths were placed in 20 schools
located in eleven States, from North Carolina to California. In these
schools farming, trades, and household industries are taught, and solic-
itous care taken of the mental, moral, and physical well-being of the
pupils. As stated in my last report, the compensation allowed by the
law for such ‘admirable work is only $167 per pupil per annum. The
running expenses of such schools, in addition to the first cost of the
outfit in buildings, machinery, tools, &c., is, of course, much greater.
The effect has necessarily been to enlist private benevolence and effort
quite extensively in this work. Thus Government funds have been
supplemented, and new forces have been brought to bear on the uplift-
ing of the Indian. The interest which thus manifests itself in, but can-
not be measured by, money donations is sincere, energetic, and practical.
A few other pupils have been sent away to school, who have been sup-
ported by tribal funds. Seven years ago hardly an Indian child was
receiving any other education than that which could be afforded by a
reservation school. During last year 1,774 were in the training and
other schools above described, and during the coming year the number
will undoubtedly reach 2,200. The Albuquerque school might very
properly be added to this list, and would raise the number to 2,400.
This method of Indian education continued systematically cannot fail
to become a powerful factor in Indian civilization.

Reservation schools.—This special training of Indian youths away from
their homes does not, however, remove, but rather increases, the need
for more vigorous school work on reservations. The mass of the In-
dians are there, and during this school generation at least will remain
there. Whether ten years from now the same sort of work will be
needed depends largely on the schooling given the present generation
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of children. If the 2,000 youths of the Fort Peck and Blackfeet Agen-
cies continue to be restricted as now to boarding-school accommoda-
tions for only 80 pupils, no marked intellectual development need be
looked for, and the few children who may be sent away to school from
those tribes, will find on their return that the current of ignorance and
heathenism setting against them is too strong for their unaided resist-
ance. The statistics of the last year, while far from satisfactory, show
progress both in the quantity and quality of school work done on or
near reservations. .

Boarding schools have been established for the first time among the
Yumas, Mescalero Apaches, Pine Ridge Sioux, and the Indians at Fort
Berthold. One additional school each has been given the Indians of
the Cheyenne and Arapaho, and Warm Springs Agencies, and a new
school for the Sioux has been opened at Yankton, Dak. The Yuma,
Fort Berthold, and Cheyenne and Arapaho schools are occupying
vacated military posts, trausferred to the Department for this purpose.
Two small boarding schouls have closed, and the Round Valley board-
ing school must be discontinued until the buildings burned during the
year can be replaced. A gain of 627 boarding pupils in the various
schools is encouraging. Industrial work, especially in trades, still
needs more attention. Nineteen of the schools teach carpentering
nine blacksmithing, five shoemaking, and three harness-making. Farm-
ing and household industries are added as a matter of course. The
schools have cultivated 1,761 acres, and the crops raised consist of
3,730 bushels wheat, 8,280 bushels oats, 14,723 bushels corn, and 26,348
buslels vegetables. They have also made 1,798 tons of hay, and 5,024
pounds of butter.

Of these boarding schools 23, with 1,011 pupils, are supervised and
largely assisted in their support by religious societies. The cost of
reservation boarding schools to the Government averages $150 per
annum per pupil. This ean hardly be considered an extravagant sum
to pay for both the support and education of an Indian child, especially
when, as in the Sioux tribe, the child’s support is guaranteed by treaty.
The number of boarding pupils who could be accommodated has been
789 greater than the previous year.

But slight advance has been made in day-school work; although 17
new schools have been opened, others have been discontinued,and 3 have
become boarding schools, so that the entire number for the year is only
128, amet gainof 11.  Of these, 30 are New York public schools, and 46,
with 2,173 pupils, are supported wholly.or nearly so by religious societies-
The value of day schools among Indians is proven, and for 60,000 In-
dians their establishment is virtually required by treaty stipulations.
The six district schools, among the Pine Ridge Sioux, will be increased
to eleven if suitable teachers can be secured. It is no easy matter to
find a trustworthy person, having ability as a teacher, who is willing to
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leave home and friends and settle down in more or less uncomfortable
quarters among a heathen people, and for a small salary devote time
and energy, not only to teaching children a new language, but also to
inspiring and directing the awkward attempts toward civilization of the
the entire Indian village in which the school is located. The allurement of
a Government salary of $40 or $50 per month will not attract to such work
those who are suited to it, unless they possess a genuine love for humanity
and a desire to labor personally for its elevation. Many such teachers,
especially in the mission day schools, are managing Indian schools at
isolated points, and by toil, hardship, and self-denial have become the
powerful, though often unrecognized lever which is raising to a higher
plane the surrounding Indian community.

The 7,000 Rosebud Sioux have nearly lost faith in the Government
promise of a boarding school. The pledge cannot be redeemed until
Congress gives funds to cover the expense of relocating and removing
the Rosebud Agency, and mean time district day schools are being
established as rapidly and systematically as practicable.

During the past year the total accommodations for boarding pupils
both on and oft reservations, in Government buildings, was 5,461, for day
pupils 3,181, making a total of 8,642, or a little over one-sixth of the
entire Indian school population. New York provides for 1,286 day
pupils, and religious societies farnish accommodations for 1,020 board-
ing and 1,346 day pupils, and thus the number of pupils who last year
had no possibility of schooling was reduced to about three-fourths the
whole number. In looking at the educational gain made during the last
few years, the proportions of the work undone should not be lost sight
of,and appropriations must largely increase before this large unschooled
remainder can be cared for.

Some progress is being made toward compulsory education. It has
been successfully tried at four agencies, the compulsion at two taking
the form of withholding rations, and at the others of withholding an-
nuity payments. As soon as a sufficient number of school buildings
are erected in the various agencies for the Sioux, the system can be en-
forced through that entire tribe under the terms of theu‘ treaty.

Buildings.—The embarrassment under which the office has labored
for several years—insufficient school buildings—is becoming chronic.
If reports gave the number of boarding pupils for whieh existing
buildings furnish suitable accommodation, instead of the number which
such buildings are compelled to accommodate, a much smaller showing
would be made. Inspectors condemn the crowded, stifling dormito-
ries which they find, and agents on the other hand deplore the turning
away from school of those who ask for admittance, and they decide
to crowd the children temporarily, in the hope that the new bnilding
or addition for which they have entreated will soon be allowed. Too
often the year goes by without relief and the whole nianagement,
even the morale of the school, suffers, sometimes seriously. Build-
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ings erected to meet the needs of ten years ago must still be made to
suffice, and others too dilapidated and worthless to be repaired must
still shelter children who therein are expected to become accustomed to
the decencies and comforts of civilization, and to acquire habits of thrift
and enterprise. .

Since only $25,000 was appropriated this last year for erection
and repair of school-buildings, no extensive work has, of course,
been done. The Shoshone, Menomonee, Sisveton, and Siletz buildings,
which were commenced in the previous year, have been completed and
occupied ; also the three new training-school buildings at Lawrence,
Chilocceo, and Genoa ; and a building begun some years since at White
Earth, Minn. The flourishing Albuquerque school has moved iuto
new quarters after three years of waiting in rented buildings, supple-
mented by temporary make-shift additions, put up one after the other
as the{pupils crowded in. This building was intended for 158 pupils,
and the superintendent of the school is asking for the immediate erec-
tion of another building to house the 50 additional pupils who will ask
for admittance this fall, and the 100 others who cai easily be obtained.
The $40,000 appropriated this year for buildings will be needed for the
Orow, Devil’s Lake, Wichita, Quinaielt, and Fort Peck buildings, and
repairs and additions at other points, and Albuquerque must wait
another year, as must also nine other places where there are either no
buildings at all or else buildings which need immediate enlargement.

There is no obstacle to progress in Indian education with which this
office has had to contend so great as the want of money to furnish suita-
ble and even decent school buildings. As stated above, if all the Indian
day and boarding school buildings, belonging to Government or other
parties, had been filled, only one-fourth of the Indian school population
would have been provided for. The suffering at Fort Peck and Black-
feet agencies might have been made a golden educational opportunity
for those tribes. Hungry children would need little urging to become
inmates of boarding schools with well-spread tables. There has been
money on hand to buy food for pupils, but none to put up shelters for
them, and ignoranc.e and wretchedness must continue unmodified and
unrelieved.

Toaddtoitsother embarrassments, Congress has still further restricted
the office by providing that during this year no Indian boarding-school
building shall cost, including furnishing, over $10,000. The Chilocco
buildings, for 150 pupils, cost, exclusive of furnishing, and in a location
where materialsare easily accessible, over $20,000, or over$125per pupil.’
A smaller‘building would somewhat increase the rate per pupil. Three
evils are therefore left open to choice: (1) To limit the number of pupils
to less than 75: (2) to put up a shabby structure, uncomfortable and in-
convenient, and which will require extensive repairing and remodeling
in the near future, and yet will never be what it should be; or (3) to erect
one small building one year and attach another to it during the succeed-
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ng season at some extra cost for changes thereby necessitated. Either

method pursued in private business would be considered inexcusably

shiftless.
CASH PAYMENTS TO INDIANS.

During the past year the cash payments per capita to Indians, be-
ing yearly installments of specific amounts and of interest on the in-
debtedness of the Government to them under treaty stipulations, &c.,
amounted in round numbers to $443,000. A great part of such pay-
ments are distributed in small sums semi-annually, each member of a
tribe receiving an equal share, so that the whole number of men,
women, and children who directly enjoy the benefits of these payments
is very large.

All appear to be satisfied that justice has been done to them except
the Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi, who are jointly interested in
certain treaties with the Government, but who are divided into two
bands, one residing in the Indian Territory and the other in Towa.
The latter band has been dissatisfied for some time back with the re-
spective numbers held by the Government as comprising each band,
and upon which nunibers is based the division made yearly of their
joint treaty funds. This cause of complaint, however, is now in pro-
cess of removal by steps which are being taken in pursuance of recent

legislation, the result of a petition of the chiefs and headmen and the

recommendation of the Department, whereby a new and correct cen-
sus of all the original Sacs and Foxes and their descendants at both
places will be taken, and an even per capita share of future payments
will be made to each person found entitled without regard to their place
-of residence.

Notwithstanding the fact that the completion of the census of the
Winnebagoes in Wisconsin required by the act of January 18, 1881,
was in charge of a thoroughly competent agent, the work was delayed
owing to the difficulties in the way of obtaining the necessary data in
reference to them on account of their unsettled habits and homeless
condition, and because many of them refused for a long time to give
their own names or the names of the members of their families for en-
rollment, and because it was also found difficult to prevail on many of
them to comply with the requirements of the act by taking up home-
steads or by declaring their intention to do so as soon as they should
receive the money. Therefore it was not until the 20th of October last
that the list could be sent to the Department for approval, and steps
taken toward applying to the Indians the benefits provided for them by
the act. On the 7th of the following November, an installment of one-
fifth of the total amount applicable was placed to the credit of a dis-
bursing agent, to be paid to them as the act provided, and those only
were allowed to draw who had complied with all its requirements. The

wisdom of paying this money in installments, as suggested in my report.
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for 1883, only became more apparent by increased familiarity with the
habits and condition of these Indians. Their mere expressed intention
to use the money to enter any land they might select or to improve it
could not be relied upon as being bona Jide; but the hope of further
payments induced them to make good use of the first, and as it was
found that, with few exceptions, the money given them was properly
used, another payment of a second one-fifth was made during Febru-
ary, 1884.

As the wording of the act is not plain as to how its benefits were to
be applied, it was believed that the remaining three-fifths of the
money in question could be expended to their greatest advantage in
the purchase of building material, stock, farming utensils, &ec., as thus
being more certain to permanently aid them towards independence and
civilization. But this course on trial was not found practicable, for
various reasons, the principal of which was the decided objection of a
great majority of the Indians, and the positive refusal of others, to so
receive it or to make known their wants, many claiming that they had
contracted debts on the strength of their promises to pay from this
8ource, which they felt bound by honor and interest to pay; so that no
intelligent estimate for the necessary purchases could be arrived at,
nor could the supplies have been properly distributed without the
hearty co-operation of the Indians. I was therefore reluctantly com-
pelled to abandon this plan, and since the expiration of the fiscal year
a full share in the final three-fifths has been paid in cash to all who
presented themselves, properly qualified, as required by the act.

Under what this office has reason to believe to be the evil advice and
persuasion of some designing person, who, in connivarnce with one of the
chiefs of the Winnebagoes, wishes to handle their money as attorney
(a service entirely unnecessary), a party of these Indians known as Big
Hawk’s baud, and numbering about 95, although duly enrolled and
given repeated and timely notice of all the payments, have persistently
. refused to present themselves to the disbursing agent, properly quali-
fied, as required by the act, for their shares in the appropriation. As
the date and place of proposed payment was in every case brought
to the notice of all, and every opportunity afforded and much extra
effort made and expense incurred in the endeavor to have all avail them-
selves of the benefits of the act, those who have refused or willfuily neg-
lected to so avail themselves are without excuse to claim a further
delay of final action under the act, and have no right to put the whole
tribe to the further expense which would be incurred by making a
special payment to them whenever they may feel disposed to comply
with the law and receive it. I would therefore recommend that the
shares of all whom it can be shown willfully neglected or refused to
comply with the requirements of the act and to receive said shares,
after having had due notice of the dates and places of payment, and
ample time and opportunity to make good their claims, be returned to
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the general funds of the tribe in the United States Treasury, for the
benefit of all.

The Department, in approving the census of these Indians taken as
required by the act of January 18, 1881, and before any payment was
made, authorized the agent, as the work of locating homesteads and
making payments progressed, to add to said census list the names of
any Winnebagoes who might present themselves properly entitled, as
residents of Wisconsin, to enrollment but who had been overlooked in
making up the original list, such new enrollments to be sustained with
sworn proof of the right of the person to enrollment. The agent was
also empowered to strike from said census list the name of any whom
he might discover, on further investigation, were not entitled to enroll-
ment, submitting proof to sustain his action in such cases also. Under
these circumstances a complete and correct census of all, it is believed,
has been obtained, and also of the Winnebagoes residing in Nebraska,
and steps will now be taken to carry out the third and fourth sections
of the act before referred to, and an equitable adjustment will be made
of the amount due to the Wisconsin Winnebagoes trom those residing
in Nebraska, and future annuity payments will be made to both branches
of the tribe accordingly.

The permanent annuity of $1,100 to the Miamis of Eel River and $400
to the Pottawatomies of Huron is so small as hardly to warrant the
expense connected with making annual payments, and the amounts
received by each of the Indians in this way are not sufficient to do
them any particular good. I would therefore recommend that an offer
be made to these Indians of a sum to be paid each tribe at once in lieu
of their annuities.

In making annuity payments two questions often arise which, when
not provided for by treaty or special legislation, are difficult to determine
by this office with assurance of being right and of having acted for the
best interests of the Indians. The first is what degree of white blood
should debar a person from sharing in Indian annuities; and the sec-
ond is whether Indian tribes can drop persons from their rolls whom
they have once adopted in good faith and in accordance with the rules
of the tribe. It would be well if these questions were definitely and
finally settled by legislative action, if possible. I think it would be for
the benefit of all to exclude persons of less than one-half Indian blood,
and to retain all who are regularly adopted, if Indians, and to add the
children of such, but to discourage or prohibit any further adoptions
by Indian tribes, especially of whites.

I may be pardoned for repeating my former reference to the difficul-
ties this Department labors under because agents are prohibited by
section 3651 of the Revised Statutes from paying some banking institu-
tion nearer to the agency than the authorized United States depository,
where the funds may be placed to their credit, a reasonable rate of ex-
change on the agent’s official draft for funds to make annuity payments.
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‘This is sometimes absolutely necessary, and it is a hardship to the
agent to compel him to bear a loss that he cannot in some instances
avoid.

I again have the gratification, in reporting on the work of a past
year, of being able to point to the fact that, notwithstanding the amount
of money handled in making these payments, and the number of agents
. through whose hands it passed, every cent has been faithfally accounted
for.

RAILROAD OPERATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

Under this heading the following operations durmg the past year
may be noted :

Bad River Reserve, Wisconsin (Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western
Railway).—Under date of June 26 last authority was granted by the
Department for a preliminary survey upon the Bad River Reserve,
auxiliary to an extension of their railway from a point on the Montreal
River between the States of Wisconsin and Michigan to Ashland, Wis.
The survey was commenced and the line partially located through the
reserve, but owing to the peculiar character of the country, which pre-
sents many engineering difficulties, the survey has not yet been com-
pleted. - In the mean time the railway company, being desirous of tak-
ing advantage of the season in order to a speedy construction of the
road to the Montreal River, applied to the Department for permission
to proceed with the work of construction upon the reservation, offering
to indemnify the Indians in respect of the compensation to be ultimately
determined upon for right of way and damages to private property.
On the 25th August last the necessary authority was granted by the
Department, subject to the consent of the Indians and to the filing of
a bond by the company in the sum of $20,000, conditioned to meet the
requirements of the case. The treaty with the Chippewa Indians (the
La Pointe band of which occupies the Bad River Reserve) of November
30, 1854 (10 Stat. at Large, 1109) provides for a right of way to rail-
roads through the reserve upon payment of compensation to the In-
dians, who, it may be added, are desirous to have the road built. The
requisite bond has since been given, and the agent has been directed
to allow the work to proceed if the Indians do not object.

Devil's Lake Reserve, Dakota (Jamestown and Northern Railroad,
N. P. R. R)—After an investigation by the General Land Office,
as alluded to in my last annual report, the Department decided not
to disturb the western bLoundary line of this reservation. On the
6th of August, 1883, the agent at Devil’'s Lake Agency transmitted
the result of the proceedings of a council of the Indians, thereto-
fore authorized to be convened for the purpose of considering the
question of compensation to be paid to them by the railway company
for right of way, &c. The proposition of the Indians was that the
company should pay ten dollars per acre for the land required, and also
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erect a station and a suitable building for the storage of Government
property at a point on the railroad to be designated by the Indian
agent, and that no other buildings or persons, except such station and
warehouse and the necessary employés, should be located or be permit-
ted to reside within the reservation. This proposition was accepted by a
resolution of the board of directors of the railway company October 5,
1883, and by a subsequent resolution, dated December 4, 1883, the pres-
ident of the company was authorized to provide the necessary funds,
amounting to the sum of $1,845, and in behalf of the company to pay
the same into the Department, or otherwise to dispose of the same for
the benefit of the Indians as should be deemed advisable by the De-
partment. On the 8th December, 1833, the company filed in the De-
partment a map of definite location of the road through the reservation,
a distance of seventeen miles, also a plat of station grounds required,
the whole containing an aggregate of 184.5 acres, as verified by the
company’s surveyor. The location of the station grounds was duly
approved by the Indian agent. On the 1st March last the president of
the railroad company notified this office that the company had made
provision for the amount of compensation money required by the In-
dians, and in other respects stood ready to carry out their undertaking.
In the mean time, a doubt having arisen in my mind whether or not
the peculiar wording of the clause relating to railroads in the treaty
with the Sisseton and Wahpeton Indians operated of itself to grant a
general right of way for railroads without further legislation by Con-
gress, I submitted the question for Department adjudication on the
30th April last. On the 2d May the papers were returned to this office,
with instructions to prepare and submit a full history of the case, with
all the papers bearing on the subject and recommendations, for trans-
mission to Congress. The session was, however, at that time, so far
advanced, and the chances of procuring action by Congress in the mat-
ter so remote, that it was deemed advisable to postpone sending up
the papers until the coming session. They will be submitted to the
Department in due season. :
Flathead (Jocko) Reserve, Montana (Northern Pacific Railroad).—The
agreement of September 2, 1882, between the Indians occupying this
reserve and the United States, whereby their title was extinguished to
certain lands of the reservation required for the purposes of the Northern
Pacific Railroad, the full particulars whereof were given in my last
annual report, was ratified by Congress at its last session in the Indian
appropriation act approved July 4, 1884, with the proviso that—
Nothing herein contained shall be construed as in any wise affecting the relation

between the Government and said railroad company, growing out of the grant of
land made to said company, beyond the right of way provided for in said agreement.

By the same act Congress appropriated the sum of $16,000 (which
had previously been paid into the Treasury by the Northern Pacific
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Railroad Company) for payment to the Indians in accordance with the
terms of said agreement.

Fort Hall Reserve, Idaho (Utah and Northern Railroad).—On the 12th of
June last the attorneys for this railroad company filed in the Depart-
ment for approval a map of definite location of the road, also eight
plats of station grounds at various points on the reservation. Upon
examination of said map they were found to beentirely unauthenticated.
They were, therefore, returned to the Department, with a recommenda-
tion that the3 should be presented in proper slmpe to entitle them to
consideration.

The attention of the Department was also called to the fact that
notwithstanding the road had been constructed and operated through
the reservation for several years, it did not appear that the Indians
had ever been compensated for the loss of their lands taken for right
of way and station grounds—aggregating over 2,000 acres—and it was
suggested that inasmuch as there were no treaty provisions authorizing
the building of railroads through the reservation, legislation by Con-
gress would be necessary to confirm the title of the company to the
lands taken, which they claimed to have obtained under special acts
of Congress of March 3, 1873 (17 Stats. at Large, 612), and June 20,
1878 (20 Stats. at Large, 241), but which manifestly related only to
right of way through the public lands of the United States. Under
Department instructions of September 24 last, a full statement of the
matter will be prepared and submitted for presentation to Congress at
the ensuing session for its determination as to whether or not it is the
intention of the acts above mentioned to grant a right of way through
an Indian reservation without compensation-to the Indians located
thereon, and for such action as that body may deem advisable.

Indian Territory (Atlantic and Pacific Railroad).—In conformity with
the views expressed by your immediate predecessor in office, March 31,
1882, that the branch road provided for by the act of Congress of July
27, 1866, should not be allowed to cross the country of the Creeks and
Cherokees, but should have its line, so far as those countries are con-
cerned, south of the Canadian and Arkansas Rivers, the Atlantic and
Pacific Railroad Company, in November last, filed in the Department
an amended map of definite location of such branch road, according to
which the line thereof eastward from the eastern boundary of the Semi-
nole country to Fort Smith, as now surveyed and located, passes south
of the Canadian and Arkansas Rivers, and through lands of the Chick-
asaw and Choctaw Nations respectively, thus correcting the error there-
tofore made by the company in locating its line north of the Canadian,
and bringing the road strictly within the interpretation placed by the
Department in 1870 upon the several treaties and acts of Congress of
1866, providing for an east and west and a north and south railroad
through the Indian Territory. The amended map was accepted by the
Department November 28, 1883.
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Indian Territory (Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fé Railway—Southern
Kansas Railway).—At the last session of Congress two acts were passed
granting to the above-mentioned railroads, respectively, a right of way
through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes. The legal right
to thus legislate was based upon the principle of eminent domain in
the Federal Government over the Indian Territory (see House reports
Nos. 110, 1451, 48th Cong., first session). Both acts received Presiden-
tial approval July 4,1884. The first mentioned of these acts empowers
the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fé Railway Company, a corporation of
the State of Texas, to build and operate a railway, telegraph and tele-
phone line through the Indian Territory—

Beginning at a point to be selected by said railway company on Red River north of
the northern boundary of Cook County, in the State of Texas, and running thence
by the most practicable route through the Indian Territory to a point on the southern
boundary of the State of Kansas, the line to be located in sections of twenty-five
miles each, and before work is begun on any section the line thereof is to be approved
by the Secretary of the Interior, with the right to construct, use, and maintain such

tracks, turnouts, sidings, and extensions as said company may deem it to their inter-
est to constract along and upon the right of way and depot grounds hereby granted.

For these purposes the act grants to said railway company a right of
way 100 feet wide through the Indian Territory, and a strip of land
200 feet wide by 3,000 feet long, in addition to the right of way, for
such stations as may be established, not to exceed one station for every
10 miles of road. According to the general route mentioned in the act,
this line will probably run through the Chickasaw country, the S0- called
Oklahoma lands, and the Cherokee outlet lands.

The other of these acts invests the Southern Kansas Railway Com-
pany, a corporation of the State of Kansas, with like powers and au-
thorities and with similar limitations as to the quantity of land in the
construction and operation of a railway and telegraph and telephone
line through the Indian Territory—

Beginning at a point on the northern line of said Territory, where an extension of
the Southern Kansas Railway from Winfield in a southerly direction would strike
said line, running thence south in the direction of Denison, in the State of Texas, on
the most practicable route to a point at or near where the Washita River empties
into the Red River, with a branch constructed from a point at or near where Medi-
cine Lodge Creek crosses the northern line of said Territory, and from that point in
a southwesterly direction, crossing Beaver Creek at or near Camp Supply and reach-
ing the west line of said Indian Territory at or near where Wolf Creek crosses the
same, with the right to construct, use, and maintain such tracks, turnouts, and sidings
as said company may deem it to their interest to construct along and upon the right
of way and depot grounds hereby granted.

The main line of this road will probably run through the Cherokee
outlet land west of the Arkansas River; the lands upon which the
Poncas, Otoes and Missourias, Iowas, Kickapoos, and Pottawatomies
are settled; a portion of the so-called Oklahoma lands, and the Chick-
asaw country. The branch line will traverse the Cherokee outlet lands
for its entire length as laid down in the act.
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Provisions are made in both acts for the ascertainment and payment
to the Indians of compensation for property taken from and damages
done to them. Where the company and the respective tribes, or the
company and individual occupants of the land fail to agree, a board of
appraisers is constituted to determine the amount of compensation, and
if a tribe be dissatisfied with the award of the appraisers, such tribe or
occupant has substantially the same resort to the courts of the country
that is allowed to the citizens of a State, whose property, under like
circumstances, is appropriated for public use. The railway companies
are prohibited from selling or leasing any of the lands granted, and
their acceptance of the right of way is made subject to the express
condition that they will neither aid, advise, or assist in any effort look-
ing toward the changing or extinguishing the present tenure of the
"Indians in their lands, nor attempt to secure from the Indian nations
any further grant of land, or its occupancy, than therein provided.
There are many other provisions, for the details of which I refer to the
acts themselves. .

The necessity and policy of permitting the construction of additional
railroads through the Indian Territory is stated in the reports of the
House Committee before referred to. Congress is presumed to know
what is best for the interests of the country generally, and it is the
duty of this Office to aid in the execution of the law as it finds it; but,
in closing this subject, I may be permitted to remark that the action of
Congress in regard to these railroads practically overturns the theory
of construction placed by this Department in 1870 upon the intent and
meaning of the several acts of Congress and treaties of 1866, viz, that '
there should be but one east and west and but one north and south
road through the Indian Territory, and that any additional roads, with-
out the consent of the Indians, would be a violation of treaty provis-
ions with the Indians, which has ever since governed this Office in its
action upon the general subject. In connection with these acts, I may
call attention-to the fact that on the 10th July last the Cherokee dele-
gates filed in the Department a written communication on behalf of
the Cherokee Nation, protesting, for reasons therein assigned, against
any action by the Department looking to the acceptance of any claim
by said railway companies or either of them under said acts of Congress,
respectively, for or in respect of any portion of the right of way thereby
granted, or any other right under said acts to any portion of the Cher-
okee domain or country, until action can be had by the Cherokee
National Council at its approaching session in November next. The
Cherokee Nation insists that its property cannot be taken and given to
a private corporation of any State by Congress, and that the courts of
the country will not sustain such a seizure or violation of the contract
made by the United States in its treaties with the Cherokee Nation.

Indian Territory—Saint Lowis and San Francisco Railroad.—In com-
pliance with section 10 of the act of Congress of August 2, 1882, ¢ An
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act to grant a right of way for a railroad and telegraph line through i
the lands of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations of Indians to the Saint \
Louis and San Francisco Railway Company, and for other purposes”
(22 Stats. at Large, 181), the Saint Louis and San Francisco Railroad
Company filed a map of definite location of its road through the lands
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in this Department en the 22d |
| September, 1883.
| Nez Percé Reserve (Idaho, Clear Water and Montana Transportation ‘
| Company).—In my Annual Report for 1882 I referred to the hostility
| manifested by the Nez Percé Indians to the building of railroads
| through their reservation. The Indians, however, having indicated a-
desire of reconsidering their action, a council was held by the agent in
the month of April, 1883, but with the same result, the application of
the railroad company for permission to make a preliminary survey be- ‘
ing again defeated. There appearing, however, to be a division of - 1
opinion, and that the adverse majority were dominated by a clique un-
der the leadership of James Lawyer, a would-be head chief of the Nez
Percés, the questioy was submitted to the Department whether, under
the treaty provisions with the Nez Percés, authorizing the construction
of roads through /éhe reservation under authority of the United States,
the preliminary )éurvey asked for by the company should be permitted,
or the company referred to Congress for legislative action on its behalf.
Under date of ;October 5, 1883, the Department decided that, considering
the attitude ot the Indians, the railway company should be referred to
Congress foysuch legislation on the subject as might be deemed neces-
sary, and thie agent for the Indians was so informed.
Sioux Heserve, Dakota (Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul Rail-
way).—The Department having decided that the location of the three
wagon rgads upon this reserve under military authority* had ex-
hausted jthe rights reserved under the agreement made by the United
ith the Sioux Indians September 26, 1876, ratified by act of
Coungregs approved February 28, 1877 (19 Statutes at Large, 255), and
that upbn general principles, ““in all cases where right of way for rail-
rough Indian reservations is not provided for by treaties or
agreempnts by the Unitéd States with the Indians, Congressional action
is necepsary to ratify agreements Ly railway companies with the In-
dians fpr such right of way, &c.”; and having also directed that the
necessary papers be prepared for submitting the agreements made by
the Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul Railway Company with the
Sioux Indians, referred to in previous Annual Reports of this Office, to
Congress at its next session for action, I had the honor, on the 26th
November, 1383, to submit to the Department a full history of the case,
together with copies of all material papers in connection therewith,
with a draft of a bill to accept and ratify said agreements as made,
* General Orders No. 3, Headquarters Military Division of the ‘Missouri, April 5

1877.
4266 IND~——III
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for transmission to Congress for its consideration and action. On the
4th December, 1883, the papers were submitted by the Department
with suitable recommendations to the President, and formed the subject
of Executive message to Congress December 17, 1883 (S. Ex. Doec. No..
20, Forty-eighth Congress, first session). On the 10th January, 1884, Mr.
Dawes, from the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, reported the bill
(S. 1004) as prepared in this Office, which was read a first and second
time and recommitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs. March 24,
1884, Mr. Dawes, from the same committee, reported the bill with
amendments, and on the 22d April following the bill passed the Senate
and was transmitted to the House, which, however, adjourned without
taking final action upon it.

The House had previously, March 18, 1884, also favorably reported a
bill (H. R. 5420) for similar purposes (House Report No. 829, Forty-
- eighth Congress, first session).

Sioux Reserve, Dakota (Dakota Central Railway).—In like manner and
with like preliminaries on the part of this office, Mr. Dawes, from the
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, on the 12th February, 1884, re-
ported a bill (S. 1496) to accept and ratify the agreements made between
the Sioux Indians and the Dakota Central Railway Company (H. R.
Ex. Doe. No. 11, 48th Congress, first session), which also was read a
first and second time, and recommitted. March 24, 1884, Mr. Dawes,
from the same committee, reported the bill with amendments, and on
the 22d April following the bill passed the Senate and was transmitted
to the House, which, however, adjourned without taking final action
thereon.

The House had previously (March 18, 1884) also favorably reported
a bill (H. R. 5282) for similar purposes (House Report 830, Forty-eighth
Congress, first session). _

Sisseton Reserve in Dakota (Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul Rail-
way).—The Indians of this reserve having finally declined to sign the
new agreement, mention of which was made in my last annual report,
upon the ground of some misunderstanding as to the terms of the
original contract, and some doubt existing as to whether, under the
peculiar terms of the treaty (15 Statutes at Lrarge, 508), further legis-
lation by Congress would not in any event be necessary, the matter
was submitted to the Department, which, on the 13th December,
1883, decided that in the present attitude of the Indians the whole ques-
tion should be-submitted to Congress for such action as that body
might find to be right and proper, and for decision as to the compensa-
tion to be paid by the railroad company for the use of the land taken
for right of way. On the 22d January, 1884, I had the honor to lay
before the Department a full history of the case, with copies of all cor-
respondence relating thereto, which, on the 29th January, 1884, was
submitted by the Department to the President, and forms the subject
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of executive message to Congress January 31, 1884 (see House Ex.
Doc. No. 71, Forty-eighth Congress, first session).

Subsequently, the agent for the Sisseton Indians having written this
office transmitting a communication from the chiefs and council, and
requesting authority to make certain amendments in the agreement
which he deemed would cover all objections and meet their views, he
was, under instructions from the Department of the 17th July last,
directed to make such amendments, and thus endeavor to bring the
matter to a final settlement if possible, without further delay so far as
the Department is concerned. In anticipation of this termination to a
protracted and vexatious matter, a bill embodying the necessary legis-
lation will be prepared and submitted for transmission to Congress at
the ensuing session.

Umatilla Reserve, Oregon (Oregon Railway and Navigation Company,
Pendleton and Centreville Branch).—In my last annual report mention
was made of the terms and conditions upon which the Umatilla In-
dians had consented to the construction of the Pendleton and Centre-
ville Branch road through their reservation. The Oregon Railway and
Navigation Company having signified its acceptance thereof, and filed
the requisite bond, the action of the Indians, as embodied in the mem-
orandum agreement of August 17, 1883, with maps of location, sched-
ule of improvements of individual Indians, and bond of the company,
were approved by the Department April 11,1884, The quantity of land
taken for right of way and station grounds was 152.79 acres, which at
$5 per*acre resulted in a sum of $763.95, and the appraisment of indi-
vidual Indian improvements amounted to $464.50, making a total of
$1,228.45, which has been duly paid to the Department by the Oregon
Railway and Navigation Company for the use of the Indians entitled
thereto.

Walker River Reserve (Carson and Oolorado Railroad).—At the last
gession of Congress, Mr. Dawes, from the Committee on Indian Affairs,
reported a bill (S. 1583), previously prepared in this office, ‘“to accept
and ratify an agreement made by the Pah-Ute Indians, and granting a
right of way to the Carson and Colorado Railroad Company through
the Walker River Reservation in Nevada.” The history of this case
will be found in the annual reports of this office for 1882 and 1883; also
in House Ex. Doc. No. 15, Forty-eighth Congress, first session. The
session again closed without Congressional action on the bill.

SANITARY CONDITION OF THE INDIANS.

The reports of the agency physicians show a total of 73,182 cases
treated during the year. Of this number 68,968 recovered, 1,586 died,
and 2,628 were still under treatment on June 30. While the number
treated isless than last year, the death rate shows a considerable in-
crease, which is doubtless owing largely to the unusually severe winter
and the exposure and suffering incident toliving in wigwams and poorly
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constructed houses. One of the causes of a high rate of mortality is
the disposition ou the part of many of the Indians to rely upon their
native medicine men, and to defer applying to the agency physician until
disease has made such inroads upon their strength that it is impossible
to benefit them by the most skillful treatment. The greatest obstacle
with which physicians in the Indian country have to contend is the al-
most universal belief in spirits prevalent among the Indians. They be-
lieve that all diseases are caused by evil spirits, and that the only sure
way to cure a malady is to employ a medicine man who possesses a
spirit more powerful than the one causing the disease. This belief is fos-
tered and encouraged by the native doctors, who, while they frequently
apply to the white physicians for their own ailments, tell their people that
though “the white man’s drugs may be good for white man, they are
poison for Indian.” In some of thetribes many of the Indians come to the
physician for medicine and then call in their own doctors, believing
that the rattling of gourds and bones, beating of drums, and singing by
the medicine men are valuableaids to the white man’s remedies. Could
the belief in sorcery and evil spirits be overcome, a long stride wonld
be made in the work of civilization. No one has greater opportunities
in this direction than the agency physician, who, in addition to being
skilled in his profession, should be a man with such qualities of head and
heart as to win and retain the confidence of the Indians under his care. .

Owing to the great aversion of the Indians to the knife as a remedial
agent, surgical operations are not of frequent occurrence,and deformi-
ties are quite common.

The physicians almost unanimously recommend that suitable hos-
pital buildings be erected at such agencies as now have none. Small
hospitals could be erected at slight expense, and would without doubt
be a great protection to the agency schools, and would tend to prevent
the spread of contagious and infectious diseases, which are often un-
manageable when scattered through a number of different camps on a
large reservation.

. COAL ON THE WHITE MOUNTAIN RESERVATION IN ARIZONA.

By the Indian appropriation act of July 4, 1834, the Secretary of the
Interior was authorized to detail a proper person from the employés of
the Geological Survey, and also to appoint a suitable person not then
in the employ of the Government, to examine and report upon the char-
acter, extent, thickness, and depth of the coal veins on the White Mount-
ain Reservation, the value of the coal per ton on the dump, and the best
method to utilize and dispose of the same, and the sum of $2,500 was
appropriated for that purpose. Under this authority a Commission
composed of Michael Bannon, of Baltimore, Md., and Charles D. Wal-
cott, a paleontologist in the Geological Survey, was sent to Arizona
to make the required examination and report. Full instructions were
given for their guidance, dated August 8, 1884, approved by the De-
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partment Aligust; 13, 1884. The report of the Commission has not yet
been rendered.

MISSION INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA.

A Dill for the relief of these Indians, embodying substantially the
recommendations of Mrs. Helen Jackson, special agent (except that for
the purchase of certain tracts of land), to which reference was made in
my last annual report, was prepared and submitted to Congress, through
the Department, and passed the Senate at its last session, but was not
acted upon in the House of Representatives. Suits in ejectment have
been brought against the Indians living in the San Jacinto Village, by
the owner of the private grant within which it is situated. The Indians
are defended by Messrs. Brunson and Wells, special counsel employed
by the Department of Justice. These cases have not yet come to trial.
It is hoped that the bill referred to will receive favorable consideration
in the House of Representatives during the coming session.

THE YUMAS IN SOUTHERN- CALIFORNIA.

As was stated in my last annual report, a reservation was established
(July 6, 1883) for the Yuma Indians at the coufluence of the Colorado
and Gila Rivers, on the Arizona side, where it was intended they should

be gathered and assisted in agricultural pursuits. Sunbsequent inves-

tigation, however, disclosed the unsuitableness of the tract selected,
and besides the Indians were found to be opposed to removal there.
Accordingly, by Executive order dated January 9,1884, the reservation
was restored to the public domain, and a new one established on the
California side, in the extreme southwest corner of the State.

By the same order the Fort Yuma Military Reservation was trans-
ferred to the control of this Department, to be used for Indian purposes,
in connection with the Indian reservation; and, at the request of the
" Department, on the recommendation of this office, the military post
buildings have also been transferred by the War Department for Indian
school purposes. A bill was introduced in Congress at the last session
(H. R. 1661) ‘“to provide for the establishment and maintenance of
an Indian school at Yuma, in Yuma County, Arizona, and to make an
appropriation therefor.” It is understood to have been favorably re-
ported by the House committee, but no final action was reached. It
appropriates the sum of $9,000 for the purpose. The Yumas are a very
peaceable and industrious people, and ought to receive some assistance
from the Government. '

KLAMATH RIVER INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA.

The work of allotting lands in severalty to the Indians of the Kla-
math River Reservation in California, as directed in Department letter
of March 26, 1883, has been suspended for the present, owing to errors
discovered in the public surveys within the reservation, particulars of
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which were reported to the Department in office letter of August 16th
last. Bills have been introduced in the present Congress ¢ to restore
the reservation to the public domain” (S. 813 and H. R. 112 and 7505).
Provision is made therein, however, for the allotment of lands in sev-
. eralty to the Indians.

THE TURTLE MOUNTAIN BAND OF CHIPPEWAS IN DAKOTA.

Agreeably with the recommendation contained in my last annual re-
port, a permanent reservation has been made for the Turtle Mountain
band of Chippewas in Dakota. At first townships 162 and 163 north,
range 71 west, were selected, but subsequently township 162 porth,
range 70 west, was substituted for township 163 north, range 71 west,
so that the reservation as now existing embraces townships 162 north,
ranges 70 and 71 west. (Executive orders dated March 29, 1884, and
June 3,1884.) These Indians will need some help for a time, and I
shall ask for a small appropriation for that purpose in the estimates
for the next fiscal year. -

COMMISSION TO SIOUX OF DAKOTA.

At the date of my last annual report the work of the Sioux Commis-
sion had reached a point briefly, as follows: Congress having failed to
ratify the agreement negotiated by said Commission undér the act of
August 7, 1882, presumably for the reason that it was not executed in
literal compliance with the treaty of April 29, 1868, the Commission
were under instructions to continue negotiations with the Indians, pro-
vision for that purpose having been made in the sundry civil appropri-
ation act of March 3, 1883 (Stat. 22, p. 624), but their final report had
not been submitted to the Department. The attempt to procure the
signatures of three-fourths of the male adult Indians, as required,
proved unsuccessful, and the agreement was returned to the Depart-
ment without change. A full history of the proceedings of the Com-
mission and the causes which led to the failure, is set out in their re-
port to the Department dated December 31,1883, Said report together
with the agreement and all correspondence between the Department
and any official or other individuals concerning said agreements or the
ratification thereof is printed in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 70, Forty-eighth
Congress, first session, in which form it will be found easy of reference.

It having been represented to the Department that the Sisseton
and Wabpeton and the Yankton bands of Sioux were desirous of dis-
posing of a limited portion of their respective reservations, the Sioux
Commission were instructed, under date of May 10th last, to visit said
reservations and ascertain if such was the case, and if so to negotiate
with them as to the quantity they would cede, the conditions as to the
price, &c. No report has been received from them up to this date, but
the agent for the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands reports that his Indians




o T

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. XXXIX

are unwilling to part with any of their lands, and-that the visit of the
Commission was unsuccessful.

A select committee appointed by the Senate to inquire into the con-
dition of the Indians in Dakota and Montana reported a bill (S. 1755)
“ to divide a portion of the reservation of the Sioux Nation of Indians
in Dakota into separate reservations, and to secure the relinquishment
of the Indian title to the remainder,” which was amended and passed
the Senate April 16, 1884. In the House the bill was referred to the
Committee on Indian Affairs, and reported back with amendments
May 31, 1884, but no further action was had and it remains on the
calendar,

RIGHT OF INDIANS IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY TO TAX CATTLE AND
PROHIBIT THE ENTRY OF INFECTED CATTLE.

The right of the Indians in the Indian Territory to tax cattle driven
through their lands en route to market, and to prohibit the introduc-
tion of foreign cattle at certain seasons of the year, is a subject of con-
stantly recurring trouble to this office. Conflicts are continually aris-
ing between cattle men and the civilized tribes, most if not all of whom
have prohibitory laws bearing on the subject.

The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, in a report made June 22,
1874, upon the petition of citizens of the State of Kansas, remonstrat-
ing against the imposition by the Cherokee Nation of a tax of 10 cents
per head upon cattle driven through their Territory from Texas to
northern markets, was of opinion that the spirit if not the letter of the
law fully justified the Indians in the levy of the tax, and that the De-
partment ought to sustain them in its enforcement so long as it did not
exceed the penalty imposed by the law of June 30, 1834 (section 2117,
Revised Statutes), for grazing stock on Indian lands, which is $1 per

head.*

The United States court in the western district of Arkansas (Judge
I. C. Parker), however, takes a different view of the subject, and holds
that a tax imposed by the Creek Nation on cattle passing through their
country is a burden laid upon commerce between the States, the regu-
lation of which belongs to Congress alone. This decision, until over-
ruled, is of course binding upon the Department, but I have thought it
proper to call the attention of the Department to the subject, as it is
one which affords the Indians constant cause of complaint, and not
without show of reason, especially as regards infected cattle. As to
these I believe the bordering States, certainly Kansas and Missouri,
have prohibitory laws, which are rigidly enforced. The Indians, espe-
cially the civilized tribes, who have fine herds of cattle, consider that
they should be similarly protected.

* S. Ex. Doc. No. 74, Forty-fifth Congress, second session.
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ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENTS IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

‘In previous reports of this office the attention of the Departmment has
been repeatedly called to the periodical invasions of certain portions of
the Indian Territory by bodies of United States citizens, under the
leadership of D. L. Payne and’ others, styling themselves ¢ Oklahoma
Colonists.” Recommendations have as repeatedly been made for an
amendment of existing laws relating to trespassers on Indian lands,
80 as to make such offenses punishable by imprisonment as well as by
fine. Measures looking to that end have been introduced in Congress
but hitherto have invariably failed to receive the concurrent action of
both Houses. During the present year Payne has again twice sought
to obtain a foothold in the Territory ; the first time in May last, when,
with a party of about fifty, he endeavored to effect a settlement on the
unoccupied lands south of the Cimarron River, from whence they were
dislodged by the military, not without considerable show of resistance;
and later, in the month of June last, when, with largely increased num-
bers, he established himself on the Cherokee lands south of Hunnewell,
Kans., locating settlements at various points th‘erein, designated as
“Rock Falls” on the Chiceskia River, ¢ Stafford” or ¢ Pearl City” on
the Bois ’Are, and at other places along the Arkansas River; the
headquarters of the colony being at Rock Falls, four miles south of the
Kansas line.

The official report of Colonel Hatch commanding the district of Ok-
lahoma, dated 6th August last, states that prior to active operations
he visited the principal rendezvous of the intruders, and explained to
the leaders and people present the object of his mission, reading to them
the President’s proclamation of July 31 last, and informing them of the
condition of the Indian lands, and the necessity of the Government
maintaining the status thereof. Most of the intruders of the better
class, and some others, upon reflection, concluded to move at once. The
leaders, Payne, Cooper, Miller, Couch Elehelburder, and others were
defiant, and refused to move unless compelled by superior force. On the
7th August such of the intruders as remained at Rock Falls, were, with
their private property, removed from the Territory by the military, with
the exception of Payne and some others, old offenders, who were arrested
and turned over to the civil authorities at Fort Smith. The settlement at
¢ Stafford City,” on the Bois d’Arc, was on the arrival of the military there
found to have been recently evacuated. At Chillott Creek, 14 miles from
the State line, a small party of “boomers” was found encamped, three
of whom were also arrested as old offenders, and turned over to the
United States marshal. The number of versons engaged in this last
movement was variously estimated at from five hundred to two thou-
sand, and it appears from the official reports to the War Department,
that from 6,000 to 10,000 claims had been located and surveyed on the
Cherokee lands, land in the southern part of Kansas having become so
valuable that men of means, owning large farms had sent to the Okla-
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homa Colony organization parties who were locating claims for them.
A subsequent official report of Colonel Hatch, dated the 22d August
last, conveys the information that -nearly all the intruders on the
Cherokee Outlet lands were out of the Territory, and that probably by
the 15th September, the removal of all unauthorized settlers and of the
fences erected by cattle men in Oklahoma proper, as directed by the
Secretary of War, would be completed. Recommending a proper dis-
position of troops for the protection of the Territory from further inva-
sion, Colonel Hatch remarks :

At many points on the Kansas border are camped parties who say they will move
into the Territory as soon as the troops are moved from it. Payne and the men with
him who are engaged in locating claims will continue to agitate the opening of this
Territory in the same manner as before ; not that they really desire to have the country
settled, but that they way obtain money from the ignorant people deluded into the
purchase of claims and town lots, and from the fees paid on joining what they term
the ‘“Oklahoma Colony.”

The payments for surveys, claims, town lots, and initiation fees must in the aggre-
gate have already amounted to the neighborhood of $100,000, all of which has been
divided among the leaders. Should the country be opened to settlers there would be
an end to their profits; hence, in my opinion, Payne and his immediate associates do
not want it declared open. _

There is no possible excuse for these repeated lawless invasions of the
Indian Territory on the ground (as the invaders hold) that the unoccupied
lands thereof are public lands of the United States, and as such open
to settlement. They are not public lands in any sense as yet, whatever
disposition may be made of them hereafter. By the terms of the treaty
of 1866 with the Cherokees the United States is empowered to settle
friendly Indians in any part of the Cherokee country west of 96°, in
quantity as therein provided, the boundaries of the districts thus settled
to be distinctly marked and the land conveyed in fee-simple to each
of such tribes so settled, to be held in common or in severalty, as
the United States may decide, the lands thus disposed of to be paid
for to the Cherokee Nation at such price as may be agreed upon

_between the parties in interest, subject to the approval of the Presi-
dent; the Cherokee Nation to retain the right of possession and
jurisdiction over all of said country west of 96° until thus sold and
occupied, after which their jurisdiction and right of possession termi-
nates as to each district thus sold and occupied. It may here be
remarked that, in the exercise of this right of possession and juris-
diction, the Cherokees have, by an act of their national council (ap-
proved by the principal chief), leased said unoccupied lands to the
Cherokee Strip Live Stock Association, for grazing purposes, for a term
of five years, at an annual rental payable to the nation, subject, never-
theless, to the treaty rights reserved to the United States to settle
friendly Indians thereon at any time during the continuance of said
lease. There is no general cession of these lands to the United States,
no surrender by the Cherokees of possession or jurisdiction, until such
time as a certain specified purchaser shall have complied with the terms
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of the purchase and entered into possession. Until that event happens
the United States is bound by the terms of the treaty to protect the
Cherokees in their possessory rights to the lands in question. So also
in regard to the other unoccupied lands of the Indian Territory—nota-
bly the so-called Oklahoma lands—which have from time to time been
ceded to the United States by various Indian nations or tribes. Here,
again, there is no general cession to the United States, but a cession for
express purposes only, which are clearly limited and defined in the
treaties with the nations or tribes from whom the United States acquired
title, viz, for the settlement of other Indians and freedmen thereon. It
is equally the duty of the Government to maintain the status of these
lands intact.

At the first session of the present Congress a bill (S. 1545) ¢ to amend
section 2148 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, in relation to
trespassers on Indian lands,” passed the Senate, but was not reached in
the House. This bill prohibits any person from entering Indian lands,
tribal reservations, or lands specially set apart for Indian purposes, with
intent to occupy any such lands or reservation, under a penalty for the
first offense of a fine of not more than $500, or imprisonment at hard
labor for not more than one year, or both, in the discretion of the court;
and for every subsequent offense a fine is imposed of not more than
$1,000, with imprisonment at hard labor for not more than two years.
It also provides for confiscation and forfeiture of the wagons, teams, and
outfit of the intruders, by process in the proper United States courts.

It is manifest that without the passage of some stringent law of this
kind intruders can only be kept out by the troops, and should they at
any time be temporarily withdrawn for any purpose the Territory would
be rapidly overrun.

The construction of the Southern Kansas Railway and the Gulf, Colo-
rado and Santa Fé Railway, both of which roads were authorized by
the present Congress at its last session to be built through the Indian
Territory, will doubtless bring with it a miscellaneous population, who,
under cover of the railroads, will attempt to settle the country. In a
Tecent communication, dated September 8 last, I had the honor to draw
the attention of the Department to this contingency, and to recommend
that the War Department be requested to make such timely disposition
of troops in the Territory as may avert the threatened evil. It is to be
- hoped that Congress will not fail to recognize the importance of the
preservation of peace, and the obligation of the Government to protect
the Indians in the Indian Territory in the quiet enjoyment of their right
of person and property, by the early passage at the coming session of
the bill referred to, or some equally comprehensive and efficient measure.

Information reached this office in May last of an attempt by citi-
zens of Texas to colonize the unoccupied lands in the southwest cor-
ner of the Indian Territory, lying west of the North Fork of Red River,
which lands are claimed by the State of Texas and are involved in the
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question of the disputed boundary line between Texas and the United
States, in regard to which a bill (H. R. 1565) authorizing the appoint-
ment of a commission to run and mark said boundary line is now pend-
ing before Congress. The matter was on the 2d of June last referred
by the Department to the honorable Secretary of War, with the state-
ment that, in the absence of any definite settlement of the controversy,
the status of the lands must be maintained as Indian country, and re-
questing the service of the military in removing all intruders there-
from. The official reports of the War Department show that theiset-
tlers were notified to vacate the lands by the 1st October, 1884, failing
which they would be promptly removed by the troops.

INTRUDERS AND DISPUTED CITIZENSHIP IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

By your decision of March 15,1884, the act of the Choctaw council,
approved October 21, 1882, has been made the basis for determining all
questions relating to intruders and disputed citizenship in that nation.
Under this decision instructions were given Agent Tufts under date of
March 22, 1884, which are hereto appended, together with the act of
the Choctaw council. The method of dealing with these questions thus
adopted leaves their ultimate decision with the Department in accord-
ance with the opinion of the honorable Attorney-General (16 Opinions,
404), and it is believed will produce satisfactory results. No action on
this matter has been taken by the other civilized nations, but the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Affairs is about to visit the Territory for the
purpose of investigating the subject, among other maftters, and it is
presumed will present a report which will enable Congress to reach a
satisfactory solution of the question at the ensuing session.

ACT OF CHOCTAW COUNCIL.
To the General Council :

Your committee to whom was referred that portion of the chief’s message referring
to our relations with the United States, would report the following and ask its
adoption:

Whereas, by the seventh article of the treaty of 1855, the Choctaws are secured
in the unrestricted right of self-government and full jurisdiction over persons and
property within their respective limits, which unrestricted right of self-government
does, and of a right ought to, secure to the Choctaw Government the sole right and
power to hear and determine all applications for a citizenship; and

Whereas great injury has been done the Choctaws in the past by non-citizens, after
they have failed to establish their claims to citizenship according to the Choctaw
law, resorting to Fort Smith and there before a commission and too often by means
of bribed witnesses, and without the Choctaw Government having any representative
present to protect her interest, established claims which are not only detrimental to
the interests of the Choctaws, but are in open violation of the seventh article of the
treaty of 1855, above mentioned ; and

Whereas the Choctaws, in order to quiet all cries of prejudice and partiality against
applicants for citizenship, agree that after an applicant for citizenship has been
refused the right he claimed, and feels aggrieved by such refusal, such applicant may
have a rehearing of his case before the United States Indian agent: Provided, The

agent notify the principal chief of the time and place of all such rehearings, so that
-
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the Choctaws may be represented by an attorney, and the Choctaws agree to abide
by the decision of the agent; and

‘Whereas there are now in the Choctaw Na,tlon many non-citizens who remain here
year after year with the pretense that they are about to prove their claim to citizen-
ship, it is earnestly requested that the United States Indian agent be required, when
furnished with a list of such persons by the principal chief, to cause them to take
immediate steps to prove their rights to citizenship; and if they refuse or neglect,
put them out of the Nation: Therefore, '

Be it enacted by the general council of the Choctaw Nation assembled, That the Secre-
tary of the Interior is hereby requested to prohibit United States commissioners, at
Fort Smith, Arkansas, or any other place, from taking cognizance of any petition for
the rights of citizenship in the Choctaw Nation, as the Choctaws do not recognize
such persons as citizens, nor will they in the future.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby requested
to order the United States Indian agent to hear and determine all applications made
to him to establish claims of citizenship in the Choctaw Nation, and the decision of
such agent shall be final: Provided only, That all such applications shall have been
made to the proper Choctaw tribunal and by it refused, the agent notifying the prin-
cipal chief of the time and place of such rehearing. Then the principal chief shall
appoint some competent Choctaw attorney to represent and defend the interests of
the Choctaw Nation in all such rehearings, and such attorney shall be allowed $5 for
every day he is necessarily engaged, and 10 cents for every mile traveled on a direct
and practicable route going to and returning from such rehearing, to be paid on the
order of the principal chief out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro-
priated.

SEcC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Interior be further requested
to instruct the United States Indian agent to order all non-citizens now in the nation
to take immediate steps to prove their rights as citizens, and if they refuse or neg-
lect, remove them beyond the limits of the Choctaw Nation.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the principal chief be requested to send a copy of
this act to the Secretary of the Interior, and one to the United States Indian agent;
and also that he send a copy to the governor of the Chickasaw Nation, and ask the
concurrence and co-operation of the Chickasaws, and that this act take effect and be
in force from and after its passage.

STEPHEN WATKINS,
Chairman Committee on Petitions.

Approved October 21, 1882.

JAMES THOMPSON,
President Senate, Acting Chief pro tem.

INSTRUCTIONS TO AGENT TUFTS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., March 22, 1884.
JoHN Q. TurTs, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent, Union Agency, Muskogee, Ind. Ter. :

Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of office report dated March 14, 1884, upon the
question of intruders and disputed citizenship in the Choctaw Nation, and of the de-
cision of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, dated March 15, 1884, concurring
in the recommendation of this Office.

In accordance with this decision you will notify all disputed claimants to citizen-
ship in the Choctaw Nation, whose names are furnished you by the Choctaw authori-
ties, to appear at the next session of the proper tribunal and submit their claims for
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adjudication as provided by the Choctaw laws; that failing to do so they will be |
deemed intruders and removed from the Territory; and that any party feeling |
aggrieved by the decision of the Choctaw tribunal will be allowed thirty days in

which to appeal to you, at the expiration of that time to be deemed an intruder, if }
no appeal be taken. |

This notice you will serve upon the parties, either by causing your police to deliver |
a written or printed copy, with your signature attached, to the person interested, or |
to leave the same at the usual place of abode of such person, at least sixty days prior
to the first day of the session of the council before which he is summoned to appear,
or by sending the same through the mails so that sixty days may elapse between the
receipt of the notice and the commencement of said session.

You will hear all cases of appeal from the decision of the Choctaw authorities, giv-
ing proper notice to the principal chief of the time and place of hearing, receiving
and considering such proper evidence, without distinction as to the race of witnesses,
as may be presented. You will allow the claimants to be represented by counsel, if
they so desire, as well as the nation.

You will hear all cases of appeal as promptly as possible, and submit the evidence
in each case, with your finding thereon, to this cffice for final adjudication.

All persons finally adjudged to be intruders will be allowed a reasonable time in
which to dispose of their improvements and property before being removed.

Subject to this gualification, all parties, properly notified, failing to appear at the
session of the council for which they are summoned, should at the expiration of said
session be promptly removed ; and any person adjudged to be an intruder by the Choc-
taw authorities failing to appeal within the time prescribed should also be promptly
removed.

In carrying out these instructions you are expected to co-operate with the Choctaw
authorities, under the Choctaw law of October 21, 1882, so far as the same is not mod-
ified by the decision of the Secretary.

Very respectfully, &e.,
H. PRICE,
Commissioner.

FREEDMEN IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

Since the date of my last annual report the act of the Choctaw
Oouncil, approved May 21, 1883, therein referred to, has been held by
you to be a substantial compliance with the terms of the third article
of the treaty of 1866 (14 Stat., 770), and three-fourths of the sum of
$10,000 appropriated for the education of freedmen in the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Nations by the act of May 17, 1882 (22 Stat., 72), has been
paid over to the Choctaw authorities. This question, therefore, may be
regarded as settled, so far as the Choctaw Nation is concerned, while
in the other nations it remains in the condition presented in my last
report. The following is the act of the Choctaw Council referred to:

AN ACT entitled “‘An act to adopt the freedmen of the Choctaw Nation.”

Whereas by the third and fourth articles of the treaty between the United States
and the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, concluded April 28, 1866, provision was
made for the adoption of laws, rules, and regnlations necessary to give all persons of
African descent resident in said nations at the date of the treaty of Fort Smith, Sep-
tember 13, 1865, and their descendants, formerly held in slavery among said nations,
all the rights, privileges, and immunities, including the right of suffrage, of citizens
of said nations, except in the annuities, moneys, and public domain claimed by or
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belonging to said nations respectively; and also to give to such persons who were
residents as aforesaid, and their descendants, 40 acres each of the lands of said na-
tions on the same terms as Choctaws and Chickasaws, to be selected on the survey
of said lands; until which said freedmen shall be entitled to as much land as they
may cultivate for the support of themselves and families; and

Whereas the Choctaw Nation adopted legislation in the form of a memorial to the
United States Government in regard to adopting freedmen to be citizens of the Choe-
taw Nation, which was approved by the principal chief November 2, 1880, setting
forth the status of said freedmen and the inability of the Choctaw Nation to prevail
upon the Chickasaws to adopt any joint plan for adopting said freedmen, and notifying
the United States Government of their willingness to accept said freedmen as citizens
of the Choctaw Nation in accordance with the third and fourth articles of the treaty
of 1866 as a basis; and—

Whereas a resolution was passed and approved November 5, 1880, authorizing the
principal chief to submit the aforesaid proposition of the Choctaw Nation to adopt
their freedmen to the United States Government; and—

Whereas a resolution was passed and approved November 6, 1880, to provide for
the registration of freedmen in the Choctaw Nation, authorizing the principal chief
to appoint three competent persons in each district, citizens of the nation, whose duty
it shall be to register all freedmen referred to in said third article of the treaty of
1866 who desire to become citizens of the nation in accordance with said treaty, and
upon proper notification that the Government of the United States had acted favora-
bly upon the proposition to adopt the freedmen as citizens, to issue his proclamation
notifying all such freedmen as desire to become citizens of the Choctaw Nation to ap-
pear before said commissioner for identification and registration; and,—

Whereas in the Indian appropriation act of Congress May 17, 1832, it is provided
that either of said tribes may adopt and provide for the freedmen in said tribe in ac-
cordance with said third article: Now, therefore,

Beit enacted by the general council of the Choctaw Nation, That all persons of African
descent resident in the Choctaw Nation at the date of the treaty of Fort Smith, Sep-
tember 13, 1865, and* their descendants, formerly held in slavery by the Choctaws of
Chickasaws, are hereby declared to be entitled to and invested with all the rights,
privileges, and immunities, including the right of suffrage, of citizens of the Choctaw
Nation, except in the annuities, moneys and the public domain of the nation.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That all said persons of African descent, asaforesaid,
and their descendants, shall be allowed the same rights of process, civil and criminal,
in the several courts of this nation as are allowed to Choctaws, and free protection of
persons and property is hereby granted to all such persons.

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That all said persons are hereby declared to be enti-
tled to forty acres each of the lands of the nation, to be selected and held by them
under the same title and upon the same terms as the Choctaws.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That all said persons aforesaid are hereby declared to
be entitled to equal educational privileges and facilities with the Choctaws so far as
neighborhood schools are concerned.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That all said persons as shall elect to remove and do
actually and permanently remove from the nation are hereby declared to be entitled
to one hundred dollars per capita, as provided in said third article of the treaty of
1866.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That all said persons who shall decline to become citi-
zens of the Choctaw Nation, and who do not elect to remove permanently from the
nation, are hereby declared to be intruders, on the same footing as other citizens of
the United States resident herein, and subject to removal for similar causes.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That intermarriage with such freedmen of African de-
scent who were formerly held as slaves of the Choctaws, and have become citizens,
shall not confer any rights of citizens in this nation, and all freedmen who have
married or who may hereafter marry freedwomen who have become citizens of the
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Choctaw Nation are subject to the permit laws, and allowed to remain during good
behavior only.

SEc. 9. Be it further enacted, That the national secretary shall furnish a, certified
copy of this to the Secretary of the Interior. And this act shall take effect and be
in force from and after its passage.

Approved, May 21, 1383.

J. F. McCURTAIN,
Principal Chicef, Choctaw Nation.

CREEK AND SEMINOLE BOUNDARIES,.

This subject has been fully discussed in the last three annual reports
of this office. Recommendation was made the past year for an appro-
priation of 83,000 for the survey of the outboundaries of the 175,000
acres of Creek lands purchased by the United States for the Seminole
Indians. Congress did not see fit to make a separate appropriation for
this specific work, but in the Indian appropriation act, approved July
4, 1884, the sum of $50,000 was appropriated for the survey of Indian
reservations, out of which sum the expenses of the survey to determine
and establish the outboundaries of this purchased tract of land will
be paid.

RESERVOIRS AT THE HEADWATERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.

In addition to what was submitted in my last Annual Report (page
LVIII) on this subject, to which I invite your attention, I have now to
state that the Commission, consisting of R. Blakey, esq., vice General
Sibley, resigned, ex-Governor W. R. Marshall, and Rev. J. A. Gilfillan,
appointed December 22, 1882, to review a former valuation of damages
to Indians, &ec., with a view to a reassessment, if in its judgment the
injury incurred in thé construction of reservoirs was greater than the
compensation heretofore allowed, submitted on the 4th of December,
1883, a report of proceedings with the findings or valuations of injury
sustained by the Indians by reason of the construction.of these reser-
voirs at Lake Winnibigeshish and Leech Lake, on the headwaters of the
Mississippi River, viz:

Lake Winnibigoshish and Cass Lake:

Injury to personal Property...cee.cceeeoeiis oooaranana. $1,936 50
Injury to tribal property....... ... oo ... 3,649 58
—-— $5,586 08
Leech Lake:
Injury to personal property...... ...... cocciiceaiaaaaa.. 105 00
Injury to tribal property.... ... . cooeeioo i aaan. 1,075 00
-— 1,180 00
‘White Earth and Mississippi Chippewas:
Pine CUb .-t oo ot e i e e e ee e 3,272 10
10, 038, 18

Annual damages to these Indjans:

For rice destroyed at 10 cents per pound..occ..oooo.ao.... 8,610
For hay destroyed at $28 per ton......c.ocoooceniacenn aan. 9,800
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Carried fOrward .- ce cceoeevooe coccceacaeccccceamcecnan e $18,410 00
Indians at Lake Winnibigoshish and Cass Lake. Annual dam-
age, viz:
5 7.3 25 $3,640 00
oS8 Of fiSh . oo et iceceeccecccaccccnr e nas annann 4,350 00
Los8 of Cranberries .. cceeecaeiaccmececacamaocctcacancann 300 00
L088 Of SUZAT ... oo.cemncaecamcatavcessoccar samannnnannans 100 00
8,390 00
26,800 00

Making total damages awarded by the commission outside of
resultant damages, as follows:

Individual Property. .- -ccococceieemmeoneeaeaiaaanaeeaanae 2,041 50
Tribal Property ... oo vecmaeoeo e e aice et 7,996 68
— 10,038 18
Total annual damages awarded....... ... ............. 26,800 00
36,838 18

The sum of $10,038.18 being available out of the appropriations
.already made, this Office, on the 19th of December, 1883, in a report on
the subject, recommended that an appropriation of $26,800 be made by
Congress as the first installment for the annual damages for the next
fiscal year, and that annually thereafter a similar appropriation be made
to carry into effect the award of the Commission. Congress did not -
however, at its last session, make the appropriations recommended.
These Inuians have been and are now peaceably disposed and loyal to
the Government. Bishop Whipple, Mr. Blakely, Governor Marshall,
and other prominent citizens of that locality, urge the justness of the
Indian claim, and I concur with their judgment that these Indians have
a just claim upon the Government for full compensation for the injury
sustained by them in the construction of these dams for the improvement
of the navigation of the Mississippi River, the benefits of which inure
solely to the United States. I cannot too strongly press the urgent
necessity for the appropriations recommended. No one can compute
the evil consequences that may arise should Congress ignore its duty
to these Indians by a failure to make the appropriations to carry out
the terms of the aforesaid award.

SALE OF OMAHA LANDS IN NEBRASKA, AND ALLOTMENT OF LANDS
IN SEVERALTY TO OMAHA INDIANS.

The commission appointed to appraise the Omaha Reservation lands
in Nebraska west of the Sioux City and Nebraska Railroad under the
act of Aungust 7, 1882 (Stat. 22, p. 341), submitted their report and
schedule of appraisement under date of October 11,1883. The appraise-
ment was approved by the Department November 20, 1883, and the
General Land Office directed to take steps for the disposal of the lands
under the law. By public proclamation, dated March 19, 1884, the
lands were thrown open to settlement from and after April 30, 1884,
at 12 o’clock, noon. The total number of acres appraised and subject
to disposal is 50,157, and the value thereof as appraised, $512,670.24.




REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. XLIX

The schedule, which gives a full description and valuation of the lands
to be sold, has been printed and numerously circulated.

Allotments in severalty have been made to the Omahas in accordance
with the provisions of the act aforesaid. Miss A. C. Fletcher, to whom,
as special agent of the Department, the work was assigned, sub-
mitted her report and schedule of allotments under date of June 25,
1884. The allotments were approved by the Department July 11,1884,
and by letter of same date the General Land Office was directed to
issue patents therefor in accordance with section 6 of the act, and to
deliver the same to this office for distribution to the parties severally
entitled thereto. The whole number of allotments made was 954. Aec-
cording to Miss Fletcher’s report the total number of acres allotted was
76,809.68, of which 876.60 acres were allotted west of the railroad. The
area of unallotted lands remaining*within the reservation east of the
railroad is a little in excess of 55,000 acres.

In regard to the .good effect of this allotment, the agent reports as
follows :

The principal event of importance of the past year has been the completion of the
work of allotting to the Indians their lands in severalty, in accordance with the act
of Congress approved August 7, 1882; 75,931 acres were allotted in 954 separate allot-
ments to'1,194 persons. This number includes the wives, they receiving their lands
with their respective husbands. About 55,450 acres remain to be patented to the tribe
according “o the act for the benefit of the children born during the period of the trust
patents.

In the four townships nearest the raiiroad 326 allotments were taken, showing the
practical appreciation by the people of a near market for their produce. In town-
ship 24, range 7 east of the sixth principal meridian, 105 allotments were made. The
portion of this township lying west of the railroad and unallotted to Indians was
opened last April to white settlement, and was immediately occupied. The unallotted
portion of this township east of the railroad will next year be in the market, and the
Indians located there will be surrounded by white neighbors, and thus be brought in
close contact with civilized people. All the land lying near the white settlements
which skirt the southern portion of the reservation is allotted ; and the Indians, par-
ticularly those who are inclined to be progressive, are seeking rather than avoiding
associations with the white people. This is a good indication. Progress cannot he
made in isolation.

The increasing crops of the Omahas to be marketed make them an important factor
in the prosperity of the growing villages in their vicinity, and the tradesmen in the
villages encourage their efforts. The people seem more and more in earnest to ad.
vance in their farmer’s mode of life. The security of their tenure of their land has
had an excellent influence.

The very thorough manner in which the work of allotting those lands was done,
and the practical instructions given them at the same time, have given those people
an impetus which will never be lost. The thanks of every one of these people, and
mine with them, are heartily given to Miss A. C. Fletcher for hernoble work. Hence-
forth the land follows descent according to the laws of the State, and the registry
kept by Miss Fletcher will facilitate in securing the proper inheritancé. This regis-
try, giving as it does the exact status of the families as they will be recognized by the
Government in the patents, will also render valuable assistance in maintaining the
integrity of the family, a most important matter in the welfare of this people.

4266 IND=——=IV
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Many of the leading men of the Omaha tribe in Nebraska have for
some time favored the idea that the Government give the tribe entire
control of its own affairs, without the interference or expense of an agent
or of agency employés. Since the sale and allotment of a part of their
reservation before referred to, this desire for independence, and their
wish to do away with the expense of a regularly organized agency force,
has increased. Now more than half of these Indians live in comforta-
ble houses; every family in the tribe has land under cultivation in farms
ranging from ten to one hundred acres, and the acreage of tilled land is
increasing every year. They are all moderately well supplhed with
stock, and with wagons, plows, and other necessary farming uteunsils,
which they know liow to use and take care of; and they have good
mills, shops, and school-houses, and have been very successful in farm-
ing, so that, with their yearly cash income, they feel that their future
necessities are provided for. The policy I have adopted in dealing with
Indians is to prepare them as soon as possible to take care of them-
selves by civilized pursuits, and to encourage them in self-reliance, and
I therefore looked with favor on this feeling of independence amongst
the Omahas, believing that it was inspired by proper motives.

Therefore, on their request, made in council, I instructed the agent
of the Omahas to discharge all agency employés at the Omaha Agency
on the 30th day of last September, except the school employés and one
person wlo is to remain there to act as physician and farmer and who
will look after the interests of the Government and the Indians and
keep this office informed of the progress of affairs there, and who will
be retained until his services can be dispensed with. The agent was
further instruected to turn over to the Omaha councilmen, in trust for
the tribe, the mills, shops, dwellings, school-houses, live stock, and all
public property on the Omaha Reservation, which transfer is no doubt
completed by this time. While this is an experiment, it is believed
that it will prove to be successful, and that the Omahas will demon-
strate the wisdom of the methods now pursued by the Department
looking to the ultimate civilization and independence of all the Indian
tribes.

KICKAPOO ALLOTTEES UNDER TREATY OF 1862.

In my last three annual reports attention was called to the condition
of affairs relative to the estates ot deceased and minor allottees under
the provisions of the treaty with the Kickapoo Indians of June 28, 1862
(13 Stat., 623), and to the fact that the treaty contains no provision
whereby female allottees can become citizens and obtain patents for
the lands allotted to them. That matter was submitted to Congress at
its last session for the third time, with the result that the proposed bill
passed the Senate but received no consideration in the House of Rep-
resentatives. :
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EASTERN CHEROKEES.

In September, 1882, Joseph G. Hester was appointed agent to take a
census and make a list of all the Cherokee Indians residing east of the
Mississippi River, as required by an act approved August 7, 1882. To
assist him in this work, I furnished him with copies of four previous
lists of this people. One taken by J. C. Mullay as early as 1848, con-
taining the names of all who resided in the State of North Carolina at
the time of the treaty of 1336, and who had not removed West, and one
taken by D. W, Siler in pursuance of an act-approved September 30,
1850, which,-it is believed, includes all of these people then residing in
North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama. This roll was used
by Alfred Chapman, acting for this Departmment, in the following year,
to make a per capita payment to the Eastern Cherokees, and in doing
#0 he found it necessary from evidence presented to make a few changes,
80 that a copy of the pay-roll made by him was also given to the agent
together with a copy of a list of these people taken by S. H. Swetland
under an act approved July 27, 1868.

In consequence of the wide distribution of these Indians and their
descendants over many States, a great wmajority living in localities re-
mote from all usual routes of travel, the task proved to be of much
greater magnitude, difficulty, and expense than was at first anticipated,
and it was not until the 5th of last January that it could be com-
pleted and the list subwitted. It contains the names of 1,881 members
residing in North Carolina. 138 in Georgia, 213 in Tennessee, 71 in Ala-
bama, 11 in Keutucky, 8 in New Jersey, 5 in Virginia, 3 each in Kan-
sas (at present) and South Carclina, and 1 each in California. Colorado,
and Illinois (at present), making a total membership of 2,956.

.1t gives the English and Indian names (when they have both), the
age and sex of each, and the residence or post-office address ot every
family or single person, together with the relationship of each member
of a family to the head thereof. Reference is also made to the numbers
opposite their names, or the names of their ancestors on the previous
rolls above noted, that they may be identified there, and there are such
marginal references and explanatory notes as special cases seemed to
require. Thus no person’s name was enrolled on this list whose name
or the name of whose ancestor does not appear on some one of the pre-
vious lists, and all except forty-seven on the previous lists are accounted
for, either as dead, as having gone west to reside with the Nation in the
Indian Territory, or by enrollment as now residing e3st of the Missis-
sippi River. These forty-seven persons whose whereabouts could not
be ascertained are believed by their friends and relatives to have either
died, gone west, or to be now known by different names from those under
which they were previously enrolled. A list of the forty-seven names
is given with this census. While the agent was engaged in the Work,
varioas persons presented themselves to him, claiming to be BEastern
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Cherokees or their descendants, whom he declined to enroll, not believ-
ing the evidence they submitted sufficient to sustain their claims. He
files with the census a list of their names, accompanied by all the papers
and information he had received or could obtain in reference to them,
which may be useful in case any of those so rejected in future claim that
they have been wronged.

The census list, together with all evidence and information available
pertaining to it, was laid before a council of the Eastern Cherokees at
their request (due notice having been given to the Cherokee Nation in
the Indian Territory to be present by delegates if they so desired), and
after having been carefully scrutinized by said council was fully ap-
proved by them. A certificate si igned by the council to that effect accom-
panies the list, which list, after having been carefully examined and
compared with the previous rolls in this office, was on my recommenda-
tion approved by the Department on the 4th of last February.

TOWN OF PENDLETON, OREGON—SALE OF UMATILLA RESERVATION
LANDS FOR TOWN PURPOSES.*

Referring to the mention of this subject in my last annual report, I
have to say that the appraisement of the lands referred to in the above
title was completed in the early part of October following, and approved
by the Department under date December 22, 1883. The lands, which
had been surveyed and laid out into blocks and lots, were offered for
sale at public auction in the town of Pendleton in May last, and nearly
all disposed of.

I have been informally advised by the General Land Office that the
proceeds from the sales will aggregate very much more than the ap-
praised value, which was $24,344.95, not including the Goodwin tract.
More than that amount has already been received on account of cash
entries or first payments, and it is estimated that the second and third
payments will increase this sum by $35,000, so that the total that will
be realized from the sales will probably not be less than $60,000. A
few lots remain unsold. The Moses E. Goodwin claim referred to in
the second section of the act was appraised at $2.50 per acre; area,
2,672.09 acres; value, $6,680. The funds arising from the sale of these
lands, after deducting the expenses incidental thereto, are to be placed
in the Treasury to the credit of the Indians of the Umatilla reservation,
and bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, and the Secre
tary of the Interior is authorized to expend so much of the principa
and accrued interest as he may see fit in the support of an industrial
school for said Indians on said reservation.

AGREEMENT WITH CHIEF MOSES.

The agreement with Chief Moses and other Indians of the Columbia
and Colville Reservations, in Washington Territory, entered into July

*Act August 5, 1882. Stat. 22, p. 297,
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7, 1883, was ratified and confirmed by a clause in the Indian appropria-
tion act for the current year, and the sum of $85,000 appropriated to
carry the same into effect.

A special agent of this office has been instructed to visit these Indians
for the purpose of fulfilling the stipulations of the agreement so far as
rendered necessary by their compliance with its conditions. He is now
with them in the discharge of that duty.

LOGGING OPERATIONS BY INDIANS AT LA POINTE AGENCY, WISCONSIN.

Under the provisions of the treaty with the Chippewa Indians of Lake
- Superior, September 30, 1854 (10 Statutes at Large, 1109), over five hun-
dred Indians have received patents for 80-acre tracts, variously located
on the Lac Court d’Oreilles, Bad River, and Red Cliff reservations, and
restricted against sale, lease, or alienation without consent of the Presi-
dent of the United States. Most of the lands patented are heavily
timbered with pine. The Indians being desirous of turning the timber
to account, authority was on the 28th September, 1882, granted by the
Department for all such patentees to cut and sell the timber from three-
fourths of the tract patented, leaving the remaining one-fourth of the
timber in a compact body, intact for future use for fuel, fencing, &ec.

The Indians were not permitted to sell stumpage, neither were white
crews to be allowed on the reservatious to do the work, but the Indians
themselves were to cut and sell, delivered on the bank of a driving
stream, lake, or at mill, as should be agreed upon with the purchaser.
The logs were to be scaled by a competent person approved by the Uni-
ted States Indian agent, and scaling charges were to be paid equally by
the parties to the contract. Payment was to be made to the Indian
owner from time to time during progress of the work, as should be
agreed upon between the contracting parties, final payment to be made
before removal of the logs. The Indians were to be at liberty to make
their own contracts, subject to the approval of the United States Indian
agent and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Bonds were required
from the purchasers in a swm sufficient to insure the faithful perform-
ance of the contracts.

During the season of 1882-'83, forty-two contracts, prepared in ac-
cordance with form approved by the Department November 1, 1882, were
made by individual Indians holding patents for lands on the Lac Court
d’Oreilles, Bad River, and Red Cliff Reserves, variously calling for from
30,000 to 900,000 feet of pine, ranging from $5 to $6.50 per 1,000 feet.
These, with accompanying bonds, were submitted by the agent and ap-
proved by this office. The result of these operations was in the main
very satisfactory, the Indians for the most part coming out considerably
ahead of their contracts, many of them at the close of the season being
in possession of cattle, horses, sleds, household goods, implements, and
in some instances considerable cash balances, independent of supplies
furnished by the contractor.
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During the season of 1883-’84 the operations were on a more ex-
tended scale, eighty-eight contracts, just double the number in the
previous season, having been entered into and approved, independently
of some cases, where, notwithstanding the vigilance of the agent, logs
had been prepared for market by the Indians without the formality of
a contract. . The returns show that during that season over 48,000,000
of feet of timber were cut and banked, ready for delivery by the In-
dians, representing a money value of over $250,000. The result of these
operations showing the net amount cleared by the Indian owners of the
logs may be summarized as follows:

Lac Court d’Oreilles Reserve :
Cash balances paid to Indians after deducting supplies furnished by con-

10 1 703 4 $32, 466 40
Oxen on hand—value.. ... ... .. . .. e 2,585 00
Horses on hand—value. ... ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... ... ........ 2,950 00
Camp outfits—value ...... ... ... ............ e eteeetccceeanaan 4,640 00

Leaving (as the net result of the contracts wade by 46 Indians)...... 42,641 40

Red Cliff Reserve:

Cash balances paid to Indians after deducting supplies ................. 1,190 13
Horses, wagons, &ec., on hand ... ... . .. . ... ..ol .. 918 00
Omne house and 1ot. . ... ... L e 1,000 00

(Leaving (as the net result of the contracts made by 5 Indians)....... 3,108 13

Bad River Reserve: X
Cash balances paid to Indians after deducting supplies (1his being the net
result of contracts made by 25 Indians)......cuoooeer voinenaeoaenan. 18, 448 52

This, it will be observed, is independent of supplies with which the
Indians were furnished and charged by the contractors during the pro-
gressof the work. The figures above given represent only the net gain
of the Indians who made the contracts, while, as a matter of fact, all
the available male adult population of the reserves were engaged in the
work and derived their principal means of-support therefrom. In his
report accompanying these statistics, the agent remarks that the log-
ging operations have generally been satisfactory to him, and he be-
lieves profitable to the Indians, both pecuniarily and as a matter of
education, and although he considers that to sell the stumpage directly
to buyers with authority to put in the pine with white crews would
realize more money for the individual Indian owners, he still deems the
present method, with some modifications, the best. By selling the
stumpage, the Indian owners would get their money without labor;
the remainder of the Indians would be left idle; in a short time the
timber would be cut off and the Indians not having acquired the habit
of labor, and naturally improvident, with money easily acquired, would
be poorer and more dependent than ever. Owing to the want of
knowledge of logging operations, caring for and handling teams, &e.,
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by the Indians, the agent was at an early stage of the proceedings au-
thorized to allow the employment of white foremen, cooks, and team-
sters to a limited extent in the lumber camps. He thinks the Indians
have now had sufficient experience to dispense entirely with white la-
bor, and recommends that hereafter white labor of any kind be dis-
pensed with, except allowing a white contractor to employ a man at
his own expense to see that the work is properly done according to
contract. I have been induced to treat this subject at cousiderable
length on account of the experimental character of the work. It has
so far proved to be an experiment in the right direction, and I there-
fore think the benefit derived by the Indians pecuniarily and as a mat-
ter of practical education should appear on record, as some answer to
the argnment that the Indian will not work.

1 have the honor to be, sir,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. PRICE,
Commissioner.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. ‘







REPORTS OF AGENTS.

COLORADO RIVER AGENCY, ARIZONA,
August 20, 1884,

Sir: In accordance with instructions to Indian agents I have the honor to submit
this as my second annual report of the Indians in charge of this agency for the year
ending June 30, 1884.

The three bands of Indians under my jurisdiction are the Mohaves, Chimehuvas, and
Yumas. According to the last census the whole number of Indians among the Mo-
haves and Chimehuvas was 1,012, and divided as follows: 519 males and 493 females;
or of the Mohaves, 412 males and 390 females; of the Chimehuvas, 107 males and 103
females. I believe from what I have seen and learned of these two tribes that there
has been a slight increase since my last report was made. The Yumas are said to
number nearly 1,200 souls, and are also a very quiet, orderly, good people.

My time while at Fort Yuma was so taken up with the starting of a new school
among them that I found it impossible to take the census for this report, but it is
my desire to take a new and complete census of all the tribes of Indians under my
jurisdiction next year.

All the Indians have behaved remarkably well during the past year where they
have had so much to contend with in the loss of their crops, &c¢. I have not heard
of a single instance of a disturbance of any nature among them.

There is no intemperance among the Mohaves and Chimehuvas, which is a great
blessing. This is owing, in a great measure, to the remote distance the Indians are
located from the white settlements—being 200 miles one way, and nearly 100 in
another direction—places where they only visit when they desire to make purchases
or to secure labor. In all such cases a pass is furnished them by the agent, which
they regard as a good omen, and keeping them from all harm when away from home.
The Yumas are inclined to drink all kinds of liquors, but if caught under its influ-
ence they are immediately arrested by their Chief, Pasqual, and a most severe pun-
ishment inflicted upon them. In ordinary cases, for the first and second offenses, the
Indians are brought from the town of Yuma and placed in the presence of their
chief, who then and there decides what their punishment shall be. In all instances
his decision must be complied with, While at Fort Yuma I witnessed the punish-
ment of one Indian for drunkenness, as follows: The Indian was carried and dragged
over the ground for a distance of nearly two miles after receiving his sentence; was
then tied to a mesquit tree, wh-re he was obliged to remain tightly bound from 5 p.
m. until sunrise the following morning, when he was released and placed in a position
to receive an additional punishment of thirty lashes. Following this comes a good
lecture from the chief and set free. In this way Pasqual hasin a great measure
broken up their desire for drink, and has done more good in that particular than any
Indian chief I ever knew. He also says that he would prefer to see his people all
dead than to be a set of drunkards.

EDUCATION.

Since I took charge of this agency I am gratified to report a very gradual and
steady progress among the pupils. During the month of April last I opened a new
school among the Yumas at the Jaeger Farm, about one mile from Fort Yuma, under
the most favorable auspices, beginning with thirty scholars, and retaining a good
general average during the term. The scholars are very bright and made remarkable

.progress for the first quarter. I believe that fully fifty scholars can be secured for the

next term of school, and provision should be made for that number, and also to in-
clude some supplies for the Indians, who are really expecting something from the
Great Father at the next school opening.

The agency school has about fifty scholars with a fair average attendance, as the
reports of the superintendent will show. This is owing in a great measure to the
kind treatment given them and the assurance of better food and raiment than they
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can secure at their homes, although at times the children will disobey the school reg-
ulations and run away to their camps in order to satisfy their appetites for a good
feed of pumpkins, squash, parched corn, and other seeds of which they are very fond.
I have thought it would be better for the agent to secure these articles from the In-
dians in exchange for flour and serve to the scholars once or twice a week, as an
additional inducement to keep them from running away. All the scholars can read,
write, and cipher, as also attend to the general household duties with the aid of the
matron and teachers. Their morals are continually improving, and they are giving
the strongest evidences of the same.

SCHOOL BATHING.

The school bathing is never neglected summer or winter. The children are thor-
oughly and cleanly dressed once a week, with all garments nice, clean, and mended,
in which nearly all the girls are instructed. The sleeping apartments are not so well
ventilated as might be, but are very superior in some respects to those of the poorer
classes in large cities, The sleeping apartments are provided with a well-filled
double straw mattress for two children, and good pillows with two pairs of double blan-
kets for thesame. The children rise every morning promptly at six o’clock and break-
fast at seven, giving them one hour’s interval for preparing their toilet and assisting
in the kitchen and dining-room work. School begins at 8 o’clock. Recess at 10.30,
commencing again at 11, and continuing until 12 noon, for dinner. During the
heated term I find it better to have no school in the afternoon, but keep the children
employed in various ways about the agency at almost anything to divert their minds
from being in a school-room. In this I find greater advancement in their studies, and
much better students than heretofore. It is a great wrong to keep the Indian chil-
dren too long in the school-room without recreation of some kind, and it is surpris-
ing to me how well they remain at the agency. They want short school hours with
plenty of diversions and amusements. With this, all Indian schools will prosper.

FARMING INDUSTRY.

But little can be said in favor of such industry here, where there is so little good
land and poor supply of water to operate with. Thesoil, being composed of sand and
alkali, with but little earth mixture, eats up a multitude of water before it is gotten
in a state of perfection for the sowing of cereal matter, after which it must be
thoroughly attended to in the irrigation or the crops will be lost. The question
arises, How can this water best be obtained? Various modes have been adopted by
parties, viz, the Rodondo Ditch Company, about 9 miles from Yuma, and the Jaegar
Ditch Company, near the same locality. The extensive Blythe Ditch Company, near
Ehrenberg, also the West & Company’s ditch, near same locality, and the agency
ditch, 7 milesin length ; also, variousother processeshave been tried near the agency,
among which the old Chinese system, and water-wheels worked by the river currents.
All of these projects have failed, after an expenditure of several hundred thousand
dollars. When the water would run in the ditches after their completion it was
found to fill them up very rapidly with sediment, which would again involve great
expense to clean them out, and all have been abandoned. If the Department desires
to teach these people how to farm, something should be done as soon as possible, or
remove them to some place where the advantages are more favorable, and where
they .could secure something for their labor.

This year has been disastrous to all the Indians under my charge by the great over-
flow of the Colorado River, submerging all the wheat and corn before it ripened and
could be secured, thereby depriving them of their last vestige of seed wheat and corn
for planting next fall. I have referred to this matter in my monthly reports, and I
hope the Department will grant their earnest appeal and furnish the small amount
asked for, to wit, 75 bushels of wheat and 58 bushels of corn. This seed ought to be
given them during the month of September, so that they can begin their fall plant-
ing, as is their custom, after a locatlon is decided upon for planting. Very often the
Indians are obliged to seek a new locality for planting, owing to the rise and fall of
the river, which subjects the lands to overflow. What might be a good location this
year might prove worthless next year, as it may be so covered with sediment as to
be unproductive. )

About the same quantity of cereal matter was planted this year as last, and up to
the time of the flood had a very promising outlook; but all was swept away from
them. Since the water has receded the Indians have been busy planting melons,
pumpkins, squash, and other seeds, and the present outlook promises well for an
abundant crop. If so, this will greatly relieve their wants during the coming win-
ter. Besides this, they seem to be blessed with a good yield of mesquit beans, which
is their staple article of food at all times when the suppliesof wheat and corn are
exhausted.
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CARP POND.

I believe that a carp pond could be easily constructed for the Indians at some good
point on the reserve. If so, it would go a great ways in relieving their wants, and
would dispense with the issue of any more beef (which would be a blessing in dis-
guise), as I firmly believe such issues do them no good whatever, and they live in
1dleness during this period, watching and waiting for the same. I believe a good
carp pond can be constructed for $1,000 or $1,200, paid in flour at the rate of 50 cents
per diem, which is much better for them than the money, if injudiciously expended.

IRRIGA'TTON.

This is a subject requiring the best of judgment and careful thought, to which I
have paid more interest than anything else, because I firmly believe it is the only
problem which will ultimately make these people pros. erous and happy. In my
judgment there is but one way to irrigate this vast area of land, or a portion thereof,
and that is to secure an adequate appropriation of $20,000 or $30,000, for that purpose
alone, and then provide the best skilled labor (farmer and mechanic), who could
give a bond for the faithful expenditure of the money under the supervision of the
agent, with necessary tools and windmills being so constructed as to be run by
oxen or mule power when there was no wind, thus raising the water to run over
small patches of ground. Give to every fifty Indians a windmill complete, with a
man, as_before described, capable of teaching the Indians how to use it, for the first
year. Such a man can also be capable of repairing these mills, being satisfied tolive
among the Indians, and thereby be able to give continued iustructions. This to me is
the most simple method there is to irrigate the lands of this reserve. One or two
persons could probably attend to a dozen of these mills in a circuit, and by this
means the Indians can be brought to live closer together than now, which would be
advantageous. By such a systom at least two crops of cereal matter could be raised
here in a season. Water can be had in almost every part of the valley below the
foot-hills, at a depth of from 10 to 12 feet at all seasons of the year. Should the De-
partment think favorably of the matter, I am satisfied it will meet with very grati-
fying results.

RELIGION.

The Sabbath day is spent by the opening of Sabbath-school in the morning with
regular exercises, in which all the teachers engage very earnestly. In the afternoon
there is prayer meeting and pleasant Gospel teaching, singing, &c. In the evening
there is a short lecture or talk, Bible reading, and singing exercises. There is a splen-
did field here for missionary work, and it is to be hoped some one will come and enter
the good work at an early day. -

INPROVEMENTS.

During the past year two new buildings have been erected—one for laundry and
bath-house combined, and one for an engine-house (to take the place of a very old
structure which was about to fall). Both are permanent buildings, and, with the
exception of flooring to the laundry and bath-house, are all complete, with water
supplies from the reservoir, which affords an abundance at all times for all purposes.

GOATS,

I have made many efforts to secure a small band of goats for the school; but the
failure of the cattle contractor to furnish them, as agreed, disappointed me in the
same, and delayed it so long that I could not secure the desired number in this
locality at the prices allowed. Another year they can be obtained if the Department
will allow enough for their purchase and delivery at the agency, costing about §8 per
head.

BASKET-MAKING.

.

This industry has not been started at the agency for want of securing some good
competent person capable of teaching the art to the Indians. I have made several
attempts to secure such a person, but the inadequacy of the salary allowed for such
services will not justify any one to come here and pay their transportation and living
expenses. I hope that this profitable industry will soon be commeunced, which bids
fair of a certain success on account of the materials being provided or grown in great
abundance along the banks of the Colorado River. .
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AGENCY BUILDINGS.

The buildings, considering their age and the manner of construction, are all in a
fair state of preservation except the roofs, which all require immediate attention.
During the last season’s rain not one of the roofs was dry; in fact, they all leaked
badly, destroying some property and causing the employés, as well as the children,
much discomfiture and sickness. I would advise the purchase of 100 barrels of lime
and cement for the work. If the agent wasallowed to procure the said lime by open-
market purchase, I am satisfied a much better article could Le secured and at a much
less figure than can be sent here from New York or San Francisco. Aside from the
cost of lime, it will require the services of an experienced person to put it on the
roofi in good shape, which services would cost about $150 more, or $1,250 for the whole
work,

A new school building is needed here, the present structure being unsafe on account
of the walls being made too thin when erected, and are now badly cracked.

INTEMPERANCE.

This degrading vice has no hold on these Indians, who seemingly care nothing for
liquor, while the good chief, Hook-a-row, is constantly advising his people of its evil
influences. The Indians seem to realize that it is time they should bring themselves
to a point of self-support, and are making such an effort a success in a very great
measure, but their progress must necessarily be slow with the means afforded them,
if they succeed at all,

POLICE.

This organization has one officer (a captain) and five privates, being well sustained
during the year, there not being any cause for arrest for any offense whatever. The
fact of the knowledge of its existence, I think, tends in a very great measure to keep
them in good order and subjection.

MACHINERY.

During the month of March last the new steam boiler and pump arrived at the
agency and was soon placed in position. Since then much good has been accomplished
in the school garden, where some of the boys have been instructed in the art of irri-
gation and farming, thus providing some vegetable matter for the tables.

CONDEMNED PROPERTY.

During the year the various properties condemned and ordered sold are still on hand
at the agency, to wit: One old steam engine and boiler and pumping apparatus, and
one mowing machine. ‘There being no purchasers for the same at any price that was
consistent and reasonable, the same reported as not being worth the actual cost of
transportation, they are likely to remain on hand for some time to come.

WAGONS.

The two wagons now in use at the agency are very badly worn, and ought to be
replaced by new ones with extra wide tires for this deep sandy soil, as also four sets
of new double work-harness, and two sets of lighter harness for ambulance team, but
strong s0 as to be used for any purpose. These six sets of harness were included in
last year’s supplies, and may be already secured.

BOAT.

I wonld advise the purchase of a good strong boat for agency use in crossing the
river for beef and wood supplies. At present there is no boat here suitable for the
work among the Indians, on whom we have had to rely during the past year. A good
boat now here, and inspected by Mr. Ward when at the agency, can be purchased for
the sum of $110, capable of doing all the agency business. Itisconstructed of the very
best materials, and well adapted for the heavy river currents. It has three sets of
oars and a good sail. Irecommend and refer you to Inspector Ward for further in-
formation relative to the same. .
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SUBAGENCY.

I would earnestly recommend that the Yuma Indians be placed under a subagent,
80 as to better facilitate and conduct the same. The distance being so great, and this
coupled with the expense of traveling to and from there, assures me that it would
be equally as cheap to the Department, besides the satisfaction of knowing some
competent person was there to look out for things at all times, and would doubtless
be a saving in various ways. I believe that the physician can also act as subagent
without any additional salary. Thisofficeshouldbe filled as soon as possible by a com-
petent physician, in order that care and attention may be given the Indians, who are
badly afflicted with syphilitic diseases. The longer they are neglected the worse it will
be in eradicating the disease. Fort Yuma is a much better point for the agency than
this is. That locality will save much extra expense annually in transportation alone,
aside from delays and inconveniences in getting to and from the agency by all the
attachés and other members of the Indian service.

PROPERTY DESTROYED.

During the month of June the great flood from the Colorado River completely
destroyed all buildings and corrals on the opposite side of the river. Not a vestige
of them remains, and if again constructed should be built near the agency, on an
elevated piece of ground, where similar overflows could not injure the same.

I believe it would be better to abandon all general issues of beef to the Indians, and
give them instead the same amount in good stock cattle, gentle cows, and bulls, for
breeding purposes. This would doubtless please the Indians better, and will satisfy the
Department whether they are capable of taking care of the same. In this case only
a sufficient number of beeves for school purposes need be sent here. The cattle can
be herded on the agency side of the river, where we have a small stockade or pele
corral already constructed, and with cattle scales attached.

CONCLUSION.

In conclusion, I hereby tender my very grateful thanks for the kind and courteous
treatment which I have always received by the officers connected with the Depart-
ment. My failing health, in this dry, hot climate, will not permit me to continue
much longer in the service ; but I trust that my successor, whoever he may be, will be
better able to continue in the good work, and even more successful than I have been
in the effort to civilize these deserving people and bring them to a full sense of real-
izing what good is being done for them by the Great Father.

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant,
JOHN W. CLARK,

United States Indian Adgent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Pima, MARICOPA, AND PAPAGO AGENCY, ARIZONA,
August 14, 1884,

Sir: I have the honor to submit my second annual report as agent for the Pima,
Maricopa, and Papago Indians of Arizona. There are about 12,700 Indians under the
management of this agency, located on four different reservations, from 40 to 100
miles distant from the agency, with about 6,000 Papagos and the entire tribe of Mari-
copas off the reservations. The former living in what is known as the Dry Lands,
between the Southern Pacific Railroad and the Sonora boundary line, and from Tuc-
son west for 150 miles; while the latter live between the town of Mesa City and the
Salt River Reservation in the Salt River Valley.

The Pimas, numbering about 4,800, have shown decided progress in the matter of
farming and dress; also as to killing the horses of deceased relatives and friends,
which practice has been nearly abandoned. There are very few that do not wear
citizens’ clothes except during the hotter months; and after a white man has had the
experience of a few months in this climate, with the thermometer ranging from 110°
to 1229, he only wonders why it is that we do not dispose of the garb of a white man
and accept that of the ‘“ noble red man.” During the past year these Indians have
extended their fields, have cleared more land, raised more grain, and done less
begging than has ever before been known, they knowing full well that all their piti-
ful tales, as related by their so-called chiefs, had had no effect, and that, in fact,
nothing but hard labor would bring them what they had been in the habit of having
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given them by their Great Father in days past. No wonder that some ‘sigh for the
days that have gone.”

After giving these Indians credit for being friends of the whites, laboring in their
own support, and all the good they are entitled to, we must say that they are a
drunken and a sullen people. During the months of July, August, and September
they gather the fruit of the cactus, which is usually very plentiful, and manufacture
from it their intoxicating drink, ¢ tiswin,” when whole villages get on a drunk. At
times several villages gather together to the number of from 500 to 2,000 people and
have an annual drunk. During these months there is more or less drunkenness all
the time, caused by drinking the tiswin, while during the other months they go to
the towns of Florence and Tempe, or, boarding freight trains at the stations along
the Southern Pacific Railroad, go to Tucson or Yuma, and come back with whisky,
w%en b’l’ley and their particular friends have something very similar to a white man’s
‘““bum.

This riding on trains free of charge, and without a pass from the agent, is one of
the worst curses these Indians have. They not only go to the different towns and
buy liquor, but they sell their women along the railroad to low, degraded whites (and,
unfortunately, this country has a great many such), and some of this class that are
patrons in this traffic bear the honorable title of judge, colonel, or some other title
never earned. During the winter months I succeeded in getting this riding at will
stopped for the time, but I would not have succeeded then had not the officers of the
Southern Pacific Railroad concluded that they had best quarantine against the In-
dians, for fear the people living along their road and their own employés might, from
close contact, become contaminated with that loathsome and dreaded disease, small-
pox, which was raging in every village. And it was only by urging the danger of
spreading the disease that the managers of the road were induced to prohibit the In-
dians riding on trains during the continuance of the disease. No evil to the road re-
sulting through any displeasure of the Indians, the general manager agreed to stop
the Indian travel entirely, provided the honorable Secretary of the Interior would
lend his signature to the recommendation. I promptly forwarded it for that purpose,
but from some unknown cause it died in some of the archives at Washington ; at
least, it is dead to us, for the Indians are riding on trains more than ever. And this
summer, to my knowledge, there have been siz killed when drunk by being knocked
off trains and run over. I have thought seriously about suing the company for dam-
ages for loss of life, and see if that would not induce them to put a stop to it without
any recommendation or action by the Government. However, we want it understood
that for all the trouble that arises from this riding on trains at will, and for the lives
that are lost by it, the fault now lies at Washington, and not here.

During the past eight months we have assisted in sending eight men to the peni-
tentiary for selling whisky to Indians, their sentences running from six months with
$50 fine to two years with $50 fine. These are the first cases that have ever been dealt
with in any way in connection with the whisky traffic with these Indians. Three
men have been arrested and are now under bonds for their appearance at court charged
with selling stolen stock to and stealing stock from the Indians; and before this re-
port is read I am in hopes of seeing as many more looking from behind the bars for
committing such offenses.

This year we have raised plenty of hay for the agency animals, and plenty of veg-
etables for all at the agency, notwithstanding the high water in the spring washed
out our dam, filled our irrigating canal for a mile and a half, and took out a flume
across the little Gila. The canal was dug out. The dam was rebuilt only to be
washed out by a second rise in the river. This was the highest water ever known in
this country, and before another crop can be raised the canal must be cleaned
again, the dam rebuilt, and funds sufficient to procure lumber to rebuild the flume
will have to be secured. The work must be done by Indians, they receiving the pay
for it in tools and agricultural implements when authority is obtained.

A good police force at this agency cannot be retained at $5 per month. They are
not that kind of Indians. A good Pima or Papago can command a dollar a day, when
they work by the day, or he must work in his field to support his family, and if the
Government does not pay bim enough to support his family, he cannot afford to be a
policeman. It seems to me that Congress is expecting more by far of an Indian
policeman than they would of a white man. Rather than take a lazy, trifling man,
that would not work in his field, 7 would rather do without a police force.

The ageney boarding school is not what a boarding school should be, nor in my
opinion will it ever be so long as it is located at the agency, and where the children’s
parents and friends can visit them every day, and where you are compelled to have
both males and females under the same roof day and night. It is no wonder that the
Indian mothers bave a superstition about sending their girls to a boarding school.
‘White mothers would have the same feeling if they knew all the facts about the dif-
ferent boarding schools. I have made inquiry and find that other boarding schools
have the same trouble that we here have, that of keeping the boys and girls separated,
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and keeping them from giving their clothing, bedding, and kitchen furniture to their
friends that come around the agency. If you punish a youth for these offenses he or
she will Tun away to their people, and you have no authority to force them back. It
has cost $6,000 to carry on this boarding school the past year. If that amount was
expended for five or six day-schools, paying teachers a good salary, I think the In-
dians would receive more benefit, while the girls would be under the care of their
mothers at night. I am well aware that there are some enthusiastic ¢ cranks” who
will say, “Oh, my! you should have watched them more closely, poor things!” And
to such I want to say, “Round up 75 or 100 fleas in your beautiful homes, and after
feeding them well let them out for exercise two or three times a day, and see if you can
keep track of all of them.” After their experience in this direction for a few months
they will then have taken their first lesson and will know something about keeping
track of Indian children on a reservation. My objections do not extend to such
schools as those of Carlisle, Hampton, or Forest Grove, which are removed from agen-
cies and where the buildings are so arranged that the sexes may be kept apart, for of
such schools I am heartily in favor.

We would mention the Papagos more fully, but when we think of the reports that
agents—special agents and inspectors—have been sending in for the last eight or ten
years, and nothing as yet ever coming of them, we conclude that it is a waste of of-
fice material, and economy is the first thing an agent should learn. Therefore we
will content ourself by simply referring those who are interested in agents’ reports or
in Papago Indians to our former report and those made by our predecessors, and
when the supply is exhausted the agent for the Papagos, if he is a man of energy,
will be equal to the emergency and have another in waitiug.

* * * * * *
Respectfully submitted.
A. H. JACKSON,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

SAN CARLOS AGENCY, ARIZONA, August 15, 1884.

S1r: I have the honor to submit to your consideration my second annual report.

For the first time in the history of this agency, a year of uninterrupted peace, free
from exciting rumors of threatened outbreak, has been realized. Reservation Indians,
who but a little more than a year ago were cause of serious alarm to the people of Ari-
zona and of anxious solicitude to the Government, are now walking in the paths of
peace, with a steady step and advancing rapidly to a condition of comparative civili-
zation. To discuss fully the causes that have led to this changed condition of affairs
would require more space than I can reasonably claim. If it is true, as asserted by
many, that the cause of Indian outbreaks may be traced to bad faith and injustice,
contentment and friendly relations with citizens should be accepted as evidence that
these incentives to hostility do not exist.

Since the date of my last report, substantial progress hasbeen made. In December
of last year 596 cows and 23 bulls were purchased from the best herd of high-grade
cattle in Arizona. The present excellent condition of these cattle is sufficient evi-
dence of careful attention on the part of the Indians to whom they were issued, and
the great natural increase since the purchase was made fully establishes the fruitful-
ness of the cows. A careful investigation of several of the more convenient herds,
amounting in the aggregate to 600 cows, including about 400 of the purchase referred
to, discloses the fact that 70 per cent. of the number have calves by their sides, and
many others give evidence of an increase at an early day.

Early in January active operations were commenced in farming, and commendable
zeal was displayed by many of the Indians in the prosecution of the work. Under
the direction of the agency farmer new ditches were taken out, dams constructed and
repaired, fields cleared and plowed, and grain sowed. The quantity of land prepared
for cultivation was largely in excess of any previous year, and the Indians were
stimulated with high hopes of success. In February and March unusually heavy
rains caused disastrous floods in the Gila and San Carlos Rivers, seriously damaging
many farms and entirely destroying others. The misfortune was quite disheartening
for a time, to the sufferers, but most of them set to work with renewed energy to re-
pair their losses. Every irrigating dawm on the reservation had been destroyed, head-
gates were washed away and serious damage done to ditches. Fourteen new dams
have since been constructed across the San Carlos River, a stream averaging about
100 feet in width requiring dams 6 feet high; and six across the Gila, whose deep
swift waters present at all times a formidable obstacle to work of the character
required. It is highly commendable of thé energy and perseverance of the Apaches
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that they succeeded, with no other constraint than the moral suasion employed by the
agency farwmer and his assistant, in turning sufficient water upon their crops to supply
in most cases all needed irrigation.

The extent and efficiency of the work is shown in the bountiful harvest of barley
and wheat already completed, and in the numerous fields of growing corn, that
promise an abundant yield, together with a liberal supply of melons, pumpkins, &ec.
The barley sold amounts to 370,000 pounds, for which they received $2.50 per 100
pounds, aggregating the handsome sum of $9,375. At least 25,000 pounds of barley is
still unsold, making a total yield of 400,000 pounds. The quantity of wheat raised
cannot be exactly arrived at as none of it has been sold, being held for home consump-
tion, but it may be safely estimated to amount to 50,000 pounds. Of corn the agency
farmer estimates that about 250 acres have been planted, which may be fairly esti-
mated to produce 250,000 pounds. When we consider the fact that the agency farmer
has had no police force to assist him in bringing in the indolent, of whom there have
been many, to aid in the work, but has had to rely solely on the voluntary efforts of
the Indians to continuous labor in the fields, it becomes a matter of surprise that so
much has been accomplished. With the aid of an efficient police force under the con-
trol of an agency employé in full sympathy with the agent, in his endeavor to compel
united action on the part of the Indians, it will be an easy matter to secure greatly
increased production during the next year.

That the Apaches at this agency can be made entirely self-sustaining at an early
period in the future,I have no doubt, but to accomplish this the divided authority
that has worked with so much friction during the past year must be discontinued and
the Indians taught to rely on the agent for instruction,and to render him cheerful
obedience. In my last annual report I called attention to the anomaly of a dual gov-
ernment as it then existed, and the experience of the past year only serves to con-
firm my judgment in that regard. In this connection I earnestly recommend that full
authority be restored to the agent to exercise police control of all the Indians depend-
ent on the agency for supplies, and charged with the duty of keeping the peace on
the reservation, and preventing the Indians from leaving it except with his consent.
The Indians in the vicinity of the agency are well disposed and easily managed. The
presence of a military officer clothed with such power as is assumed by the captain
commanding at San Carlos under the agreement of July 7, 1883, and backed by a
stron% military force, serves only to demoralize the Indians and deprive the agent of
an influence over them that is inseparable from successful management. I therefore
earnestly urge that the agreement abovereferred to, so far as it applies to the Indians
living peaceably near the agency, and conducting farming operations under the direc-
tions of the agent, be canceled,and that the lawful authority of the agent be re-
stored.

The question of the location of the Indians occupying this reservation within an
area easily accessible to the agent should be settled with as little delay as possible,
so that the different bands may have an allotment of land and be made to feel that
they possess a more secure title to their homes than is vested in the stronger asagainst
the weaker claimant. Of the 4,500 Indians (not including Chiricahuas) living on the
reservation, about 1,500 have withdrawn from the vicinity of the agency and are lo-
cated in the hill country around Fort Apache and Cibicu, some 50 or 60 miles distant
from this point, where they are living under exclusive military government. If this
condition of affairs is to continue, a line should be drawn between these mountain
bands and those that have elected to remain at the agency, and such a policy adopted
and pursued by the Interior Department towards the Indians it feeds and clothes, and
who are entirely peaceable and inclined to industry, as will inspire them withrespect
for the agent and confidence in his ability to enforce it.

The coal fields near the southern line of the reservation continue to attract general
attention. Of their value little is yet known. If as extensive in area, and as val-
uable in quality as is claimed by their discoverers, and the sanguine speculators who
seek to possess them, every reasonable encouragement should be offered to capital-
ists who may desire to develop them., But if *‘there are millions in it” for the white
man whose property it is not, the claims of the Indians, whose it is, should be pro-
tected. To do this successfully it will he necessary to retain the present southern
boundary of the reservation, and continue Department jurisdiction over the territory
in which the work of mining may hereafter be conducted. A reasonable royalty
should, in my opinion, be exacted for all the coal taken out, and the proceeds applied
for the benetit of the Indians. To the plan of segregation urged by interested par-
ties, I am unalterably opposed. By such an act the Indians would be deprived of
whatever value may attach to property now admitted to be theirs ; the limits of the
reservation would be circumscribed so as to admit what may soon become a populous
community of whites in close proximity to the agency, with all the allurements of
vice so congenial to the Indian’s taste, and which the agent would have no power to
prevent. Mr. Bannon, a commissioner appointed by the Hon. Secretary of the In-

rior, under a recent act of Congress, is now on the ground for the purpose of in-
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vestigating the whole questiou, as to the extent and probable value of the coal de-
posit, and should be prepared when he has concluded his investigation to give all
needed information on a subject of which little has heretofore been known.

I have on former occasions opposed the establishment of a school at this agency,
on the ground that the Apaches should first be taught to labor. Having seen them
well advanced on the road of physical industry, I cheerfully recomm=nd the organi-
zation of a school for boys only, at the earliest practicable period, and will give to
it my best efforts to insure success.

During the year four pupils have returned from Hampton school and are now living
on the reservation. Two of them, Tolma and Stagon, have enlisted as military scouts,
and are serving in that capacity. Robert McIntosh and William Roberts are now
employés at the agency as interpreters. All but William Roberts have purchased
squaws and returned to the habits of their people. To be married to a squaw signi-
fies an abandonment of the refinements of civilization, though some of its customs
may still be cherished; and in this regard these recent converts to Christianity, and
graduates of an excellent institution of learning, are no exception. Boys taken from
the tribe should remain at school until they have mastered the trades in which they
are instructed, so as to be able to construct, complete, whatever they undertalke.

No Indian police force has been employed during the year, the service having been
performed by military scouts. Ihave but now commenced the organization of an
agency force, and have full confidence in its efficiency to perform all the duties of
police among the Indians in the vicinity of the agency, which includes all on the
reservation, except those near Apache under military control. It is not improbable
that conflict will occur between the agency and military scouts if the latter are per-
mitted to remain in service at this place, as I have no power to control their move-
ments; but I cannot conceive the possibility of a long continuance of a policy so
injurious to the service as that now existing, which sustains two establishments for
* the performance of one duty.

The health of the Indians has not been affected by any unusual conditions of sick-
ness; the ordinary diseases common to hot climates, miasmatic bottom lands, impure
water and unrestrained license in social life, have prevailed unaided in the work of
extermination.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. P. WILCOX,
United States Indian Agent,
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Hoora VALLEY AGENCY, CALIFORNIA,
August 1,1884.

%1r: In compliance with your instructions of July 1, 1884, I have the honor to sub-
mit the following annual report of affairs at this agency :

The Indians on the Hoopa Valley Reservation have been, during the past year,
peaceful and well-behaved. Their relations with the white population have been
satisfactory. No new or violent quarrels have broken out among themselves. The
two homicidal quarrels, to which reference was made in my last annual report, have
been satisfactorily and peacefully adjusted according to their Indian laws and usages.

The influences of the medicine men are, I think, being to some extent diminished

or counteracted. Every possible effort by every available means has been made to
subserve that end. But whilst some improvement can in that respect be truthfully
reported, much yet remains to be accomplished. The weaknesses, prejudices, and
superstitions, by and upon which the Indian medicine men flourish, are of too long &
growth and are too deeply rooted to be easily or speedily eradicated.

The morals of the adult Indians remain unchanged in their laxity. They are, how-
ever, far enough advanced in the process of civilization to pay a decent respect to
appearances.

The whisky traffic still continues. I have not heard of many cases of intoxication
among the Indians, but of course all drunkenness is studiously concealed from my
observation. I hear of Indians having been drunk only when some deed of violence,
which could not be concealed, has been threatened or committed in and through their
drunkenness. A few Indians who were found drunk and quarrelsone were placed in
the guard-house at Fort Gaston, and compelled to work under charge of a sentinel.
This had a wholesome deterrent effect. It has at least caused drunken Indians to be
more circumspect and less demonstrative. Whilst I have good moral grounds for sus-
picion and belief as to where the whisky has been in most of these instances procured,
I have and can obtain no such legal and overwhelming proof as is needed for the con-
viction of the liquor dealers in the civil courts of the country. It isalmostimpracti-
cable to secure the testimony of Indians as to where they bought or procured whisky.
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Even when secured and produced in court, Indian testimony, though acknowledged
to be competent, seems to have no weight against the unsupported denial of the
offending liquor seller. -

The practical results of Indian education at this agency are far from encouraging.
By practical results I mean such evidences of improvement in appearance, manners,
character, and conduct asit is the aim of all education to create and exhibit. Attend-
ance at the agency school has moderately increased, but the increase is largely, if not
solely, owing to the increased allowance of food granted to the school and to the
measures taken to enforce attendance. It certainly does not denote any increased
respect or enthusiasm for education on the part of either parents or pupils. This fact
is established beyond any peradventure by the other fact that any decrease in the
allowance of food or any relaxation in the measures adopted to enforce attendance is
invariably and immediately followed by a diminution in the number of attending
pupils. Were the food altogether withheld and the enforcing measures removed there
would be no pupils. Iconsider the continuation of a day school at the agency of ques-
tionableutility. Ibelieve the money and material assistance now devoted to its support
would be more profitably devoted to the maintenance of an industrial school somewhere
within the circle of civilization, where Indian children, separated from their families
and tribes, would be thoroughly instructed in useful industries suitable to their con-
dition in life; where they would be surrounded by examples of industry and shown
its advantages; and where above all they would be taught to work and make their
own living, and the necessity of their doing so. At agency schools where the pupils
return every day to their Indian homes, and are subjected to the demoralizing tribal
and family influences, the teacher has to contend not only against the sluggishness
and indifference of the pupils, but also against the baneful examples of tribe and fam-
ily. It isscarcely remarkable that in face of such odds and difficulties mere theoret-
ical instruction fails to create healthy and lasting impressions. The duty of the Gov-
%'nlme,a’nt is towards the children exclusively. The adult Indians are ‘*‘ wedded to their
idols.

Clothing and annuity goods continue to be issued to the Indians in proportion to
the amount of work they have done for the reservation or in cultivating lands for
their own support. The children of age to attend school receive their clothing, &ec.,
only from the school teacher. Exceptions to these rules are made in favor of the old
and infirm, and of those children who live at too great a distance from the school-
house. This course has been found to work well, although it has caused considerable
(gigls)a.tisfaction, which still continues among the lazy and mendicant portion of the

rioe.

The acreage of land cultivated by Indians for their own support has been increased.
Every encouragement and assistance possible have been atforded to those who are
found endeavoring, by the occupancy and cultivation of lands, to contribute some-
what to the support of themselves and their families. :

On account of the ancient and everlasting family animosities, feuds, and vendet-
tas existing, it has been found impracticable to organize and introduce the system of
an Indian judiciary. For the same reason the organization and employment of an
Indian police force have not been further attempted. Fortunately, during the past
year there has been but little occasion for the services of either Indian judges or
police force. . .

Considerable time and attention were devoted during the year to the Indians living
on the Klamath River Reservation. These Indians for upwards of twenty years have
been in the somewhat anomalous condition of being reservation Indians without having
received any of the benefits resulting therefrom. In that time they have neither asked
nor received any aid or assistance from the Government, and even now ask no favors
from it but the simple justice of being guaranteed legal possession of their present
homes, tenements, and possessions. Into making this application they were driven
by the white man’s aggressions and his supercilious disregard of the Indian’s rights.
Under your instructions allotments of lands in severalty on the reservation were
made in August, 1883. This work would have been completed in June, 1834, when I
visited the reservation for that purpose, but it was found impossible to proceed with-
out the field-notes of the survey, from which the General Land Office map furnished
for my guidance was compiled. There are grave doubts entertained by well-in-
formed parties as to said survey having ever been carefully and thoroughly made.
It is certain that many of the marks and stakes noted on the map cannot be discov-
ered, and that others of them are incorrect and misleading. The field-notes were
necessary to identify the marks, &c., to enable the allotments to be described with
accuracy, and to decide with certainty as to the genuineness and accuracy of the
survey. The map itself is wrong in many places. For this reason the descriptions
of the allotments made and reported to you in August, 1883, are not to be depended
upon, and should be carefully revised before being submitted for Congressional ac-
tion. The troubles that would hereafter arise from any inaccuracies or errors in the
descriptions of Indian allotments cannot be overestimated or ignored. Nothing
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further should, in my opinion, be done to complete the allotments in severalty until
the reservation itself has been accurately surveyed, marked, and mapped.

The condition of other Indians residing in villages along the Klamath River, between
the Hoopa and Klamath River Reservations, is one to which the attention of the De-
partment is respectfully invited. Their present condition and the necessity of mak-
ing some provision for their future would eventually be brought forcibly into notice.
In numbers they are quite strong. They are under no control whatsoever. They are
well armed. They are civilized only to the extent of having adopted the clothing
and all the worst vices of the white man. They are but indifferently well-disposed
to the latter. They are evidently not too abundantly supplied with this world’s
goods. They work occasionally for white men, but sustain themselves generally by
hunting and fishing. They are in general sullen and suspicious. Anysudden change
in their condition or prospects might make them aggressively hostile. A great change
in their condition and prospects, both as regards their homes and fish, may incidentally
be oceasioned by the abandonment of the reservation at the mouth of the Klamath,
and by the influx of white men thereby occasioned. Should the salmon-run on the
Upper Klamath be sensibly diminished by the fisheries at its mouth, and should white
men, disappointed, as they will be, with the resources of the abandoned reservation,
crowd into the adjoining lands, these Indians may become discontented to the extent
of taking to the war-path. Their prospects, just at present, point clearly to gradual

_extermination or extinction, which, rapid enough through natural causes, disease,
and their eternal vendettas, would be greatly accelerated by any reduction in their
staple supply of food and by the aggressions of numerous white intruders. Of course
the Indians themselves will before long realize their sitnation and the prospects, to
which they are not civilized enough to submit without more or less of a struggle.
would recommend as an initiatory measure that an accurate and comprehensive cen-
sus be made of these Indians, their resources, and possessions.

At various times during the past year investigations have been made of claims pre-
sented by citizens of this section of the country against the United States, for com-
pensation for damages and depredations alleged to have been committed by Indians
from 1860 to 1865. A separate report of each investigation was furnished your office
according to instructions. These investigations, though they occupied considerable
time and occasioned considerable trouble, were made under such disadvantages as to
be very unsatisfactory and, in my opinion, of little value. In the first place I had no
power to compel, and no funds to pay for, the attendance of witnesses for the United
States, even had any such been procurable. Neither could I afford, had I wished, to
do detective work in hunting up such witnesses. People will not voluntarily come
forward to testify against the interests of their neighbors and on behalf of the United
States. In the second place, so long a time has elapsed since the depredations were
committed that 1t is not remarkable if the then residents of the country, other than
those immediately interested, should, as they say, actually retain but vague and in-
distinet recollections of particulars. It follows that my investigations were confined
to the cross-examination of the claimants and their affiants, to ascertaining their gen-
eral reputation for integrity and credibility, and the reasonableness of the prices
charged—time and place considered. No testimony could be adduced to controvert
their statements, and practically only the claimants’ side of the controversy was con-
sidered. I was accordingly obliged in every instance to form my conclusions and to
make my recommendations from what may have been a mere plausible presentation
of proof on the part of the claimant, and upon testimony and an ex-parte hearing that
did not exhibit any countervailing evidence. As a means to an end, so defective a
method of investigation must prove ineffectual, and is practically useless.

The agency farm has been moderately successful notwithstanding an unusual and
rather backward season. Unexpected and unusual rains in June ruined a part of the
hay crop. The yield of wheatis believed tobe at least equal to the prevailing standard.
The acreage in cultivation by the Government on the reservation is not equal to that
of former years, for the reason that there were not enough public animals available
at the plowing season. The horse-power estimated for not having been received, and
the one on hand being unfit for use, old, ricketty, and worn out, the wheat and oat
crop must remain stacked in the fields for some time, and thereby run great danger of
being damaged and spoiled by the early fall rains. The animals recently purchased
for the agency were very much needed, and will be of great assistance.

The conduct of the agency employéshasbeen very good. They have attended strictly
and successfully to their business, and have managed the Indian laborers with tact
and good judgment. It isvery much to be regretted that the limited appropriations
for the Indian service do not admit of their salaries being placed on a level with those
prevailing in other branches of the Government service. The salary of the agency
1aborer is ridiculously low considering the responsible and onerous nature of his duties
and the standard of wages prevailing for similar services in the surrounding country.
It is greatly to the interests of the Goverpment to retain faithful and experienced
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employés at the agency. The experiment of paid Indian apprentices did not work
sufficiently well at this agency to Jjustify its continuation.

The public buildings at the agency, dwelling-houses, store-rooms, barns, and stables,
are in a very dilapidated and wretched condition. No money or material can be pro-
cured for their repair, renovation, or reconstruction under existing circumstances
without infringing upon the amounts allotted for other equally indispensable pur-
poses. This is extremely bad policy. Bnildings will deteriorate, In a few years
some of the buildings at this agency, which might now with a comparatively trifling
expenditure of money be improved, repaired, and renovated, will tumble down,
which will render the building of new ones to replace them absolutely necessary, at
great expense. A very moderate estimate of money, materials, &c., required for the
construction of new and repairs of old buildings at this agency has been submitted.
An office, a store-room, and two new barns and stables are absolutely indispensable.
For an office and a store-room the agency is indebted to the military authorities at
Fort Gaston. Extensive repairs and renovations are necessary in the houses occupied
by the agency physician and farmer, so as to make said houses comfortable and suit-
able for the occupancy of civilized beings. It cannot be the wishes or intentions of
the Government to have its employés on the remote frontier live in tenements which
would in the East be considered unfit for stables. Neither can the Government expect
its employés, out of their small salaries, to spend money to keep public buildings in
proper repair and in a habitable condition. The barns and stables which are to bere- .
placed will soon tumble down of their own accord. Lumber is being now got out.
and prepared for the construction of a suitable store-room at the agency.

Very respectfully,
CHARLES PORTER,
Captain, U. 8. 4., Acting United States Indian Agent,
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

MissioN AGENCY,
San Bernardino, Cal., August 22, 1884,

SR : Having assumed the duties of this agency on the 1st of last October, I have
the honor to submit the annual report for the last fiscal year. The Mission Indians
of Southern California comprise four tribes. Their number, as enumerated by this
agency in 1880, was as follows: Serrano, 381 ; Coahuilla, 773; San Luis Rey, 1,120;
aud Dieguenos, 731 ; total, 3,010. No official enumeration has been made since that
date, but it is estimated that the total number has slightly increased.

THEIR LOCATION.

At least two-thirds of the whole number live in San Diego County, nearly all the
remainder in the county of San Bernardino, and a small number in Los Angeles
County. They live in about twenty villages, generally on reservations, the nearest
being about 30 miles and the farthest about 120 miles, by the roads, from this office.

. CIVILIZATION.

Most of the older Indians were formerly connected with the California Mission
churches, and then lived in state of civilization. Those missions were broken up
about thirty-five years ago. After that the Indians returned to the mountains and
deserts, and lost much of the civilization so obtained,which our Government has, how-
ever, restored to the old; but the remainder of them have become more civilized than
the old. Most of them are Catholics. Besides Indian many of them speak S8panish,
and about, perhaps, one in fifty speaks English. Most of the men labor in the pur-
suits of civilization, scarcely any depend upon hunting or fishing for support, and
about all wear the costumes of ¢ivilized people. :

TITEIR CHARACTER.

They are peaceable and honest with but few exceptions. The young are generally
ambitious and gnick to learn, but not ambitious to provide for the future. They are
much superior in appearance and intelligence to the other California tribes. They
have little self-reliance, very subdued in manner, like people who had been accus-
tomed to bondage or other great wrongs, and the younger portion are very timid.
These Indians show no disposition to resist the policy of the Government, which they
are always anxiousto know, and although sometimes not acting upon what is given
. a8 advice, yet always respecting the orders of the Government.
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RESERVATIONS.

These Indians have about twenty reservations, which include most of their villages,
but several of these villages are within the boundaries of Mexican grants, for which
patents have been issued by our Government, which contain no exceptions in favor
of the Indians living upon them, but all, or nearly all such grants, contained provisos
in favor of such Indians.

+One of the grant-holders, about six months since, commenced an ejectment case
against about 100 Indians whoreside in their village, called San Jacinto. The special
counsel employed by the Government to defend the rights of the Indians in such land
cases have engaged in the defense, but the case has not been pressed on either side.
In the mean time the Indian defendants remain in peaceable possession, and the
plaintiff by filing his complaint has prevented the bar of the statute of limitations.
Similar complaints will likely be filed against the other Indians living in villages on
such grants during this year to prevent the bar of that statute.

The number of acres in all the reservations can be stated only approximately, as
all lands the title to which had passed from the Government were excepted. Former
annual reports state the aggregate at 152,960 acres, and another small reservation
has since been made. Most of the lands reserved are in the granted limits of the
Southern Pacific Railroad. It seems evident that the estimate was made by exclud-
ing from the unsurveyed land in those limits all of what would be odd-numbered
sections (railroad land) if surveyed, treating all such lands as in a state of reserva-
tion. It issafe to say that the total would exceed 200,000 acres. Nine-tenths of thisis
practically worthless, rough mountain and desert land; half of the remainder is good
iand, baving sufficient water and timber, and the remainder would be valuable if
water should be brought upon it; otherwise it is worthless.

AGRICULTURE.

The Indians have not the capital or the enterprise to bring water on such lands.
They are therefore useless to them now, and would likely continue so, at least until
the next generation. At present they donot cultivate an average of one acre in one
hundred of the lands reserved for them Their cultivation is usually confined to afew
fields from one to two acres each, which are connected wirh their villages.

During the year two more wagons, making now seven in all, and eight large
plows, with the proper harness, were furnished by the Government, which have had
a good effect, and as it seems probable that the number of wagouns, plows. and other
agricultural implements requested for this year will be allowed, these will largely in-
crease the number on hand, and the Indians will likely now engage more extensively
in agriculture; yet they will generally, as heretofore, depend mainly upon employ-
ment by the whites, in which they usually receive good wages. However it may be
elsewhere, here the proximity of the whites, as a rule, is advantageous to the In-
dians. Every honest, intelligent farmer near them is usually their friend, and in
some degree their teacher. The bad whites among these Indians are in a small mi-
nority. .

It may be suggested that their village sites on Government lands should be patented
to the Indian bLands who live in them, the same as town sites are patented for the
whites who possess them, but, as to the Indians, with the usual restrictions against
alienation. And Indians who desire to engage in agriculture outside of their villages
should be allowed a reasonable time to select their homesteads on the reservations, as
well as outside, under the act of thelast session of Congress on that subject. It seems
clear that it is only a question of time when the reservation system in Southern Cali-
fornia will give place to Indian homesteads, and the sooner such homesteads can be
secured the better it will be for the Indians as well as for the whites. In this view
I shall try to have them take homesteads under the act referred to, and on their
reservations, unless instructed to the contrary, as there is very little land left out-
side these reservations that would be suitable for the Indian homesteads. Unless
such homesteads can Le taken on the reservation, the recent act would not likely
benetit these Indians. I would suggestthat all the existing Executive orders making re-
servesfor these Indians should be so modified as to expressly permit the Indians to take
homesteads, and thus obtain title in severalty on the reservations, in all cases where
no other Indian lives upon or has improvements on the land so applied for. There
are numerout tracts of such lands upon the reservations, and but few outside of them,
and these few so far apart that the Indians would not desire them for that reason.
They dislike to reside outside of their villages, and in taking homesteads would seck
to keep as near together as possible.

Furnishing liquor to Indians has been, and still is, the main obstacle to the civil-
ization of that part of these Indians who indulge in intoxicating liquors, but a large
proportion of them do not so indulge, and this proportion is evidently increasing.
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Indian drunkenness i3 decreasing, owing in part to a better public sentiment, and
in part to the successful prosecution, mainly in the local courts, under the State law,
of those furnishing such liquors to these Indians in the past year. In this the agent
had the co-operation of the local officers and juries and the aid of public sentiment,
which were not formerly given, s it seems from the official reports that no convie-
tion could be obtained (formerly) in the local courts. There were about fifteen con-
vietions in this county alone in the last half of the year, with punishment averaging
as high as that which was assessed in similar cases in the United States court, in
which the cost to the Government was large, while the local prosecution was with-
out such cost. Yet there are a few of the more serious offenses against saloon-keep-
ers, and those repeatedly convicted in the local courts, which have to be prosecuted
in the United States court at San Francisco, under the United States law, which pre-
scribes a higher maximum penalty for such offenses than is prescribed by the State
law. Such were about the only offenses by the whites against the Indians, except
some trespasses upon the reservations.

Ilearn of very few offenses by the Indians against the whites, and these only of a
trivial nature. Their offenses against each other have not been numerous, and were
usually settled by their own tribunals; but the time has come when all such offenses
should be subject to the jurisdiction of the State courts. The ‘rules governing the
court of Indian offenses” have never been acted upon in this agency.

SANITARY.

There has been no epidemic among these Indians for several years, and their sani-
tary condition continues to improve; still among 3,00 Indians the necessity for a
hospital for their sick is always apparent. No such provision has yet been made.
The longevity of the Mission Indians is almost incredible. If what seems to be re-
liable data is such, they have the longest-lived people in the world; nearly 1 per cent.
of them appear to be over one hundred years old. The most important event of the
year to the Indians was the death of their oldest chief, Cabezon, a eaptain and chief
among them for over one hundred years, and lived, as generally believed, to be one
hundred and forty years old.

EDUCATION.

There were six day schools under this agency in the latter part of the year, a new
school having been started April 1 at Rincon, where it was very much needed, as will
be noticed by the large attendance there. The attendance at the schools generally
was good until the remarkably heavy rains of the last rainy season caused the fall of
two of the school-houses. Authority was granted during the last quarter to rebuild
the fallen school-houses and to build three new ones, but the funds for those purposes
were not received until the last day of the year, and were therefore not available in
time. These authorities have all been renewed for this year, and material is now
being prepared for all five of the new buildings. When completed two additional
teachers will be employed, and there will then be eight schools under the supervision
of this agency.

The boarding and day school started at San Diego the 1st of last March suspended
after two months for want of pupils, the Indian parents not being willing that their
children should go so far away from their homes. The advice of the agent, given as
instructed by the Department; failed to make them willing. Nothing less than a per-
emptory order would avail. Yet such training schools are more needed than any of
the day schools. To have the benefit of them it seems now that the children must
either be removed to such schools at a great distance, or those schools must be estab-
lished so near the Indian villages that the children will feel at home, as now in at-
tending day schools. Although the Indians object to sending their children away,
yet they evidently prefer such schools if located at or near their villages. Every
day’s experience confirms the view that above all other kinds of instruction these
Indians need most to be taught to speak our language and such useful occupations
as will enable them t» provide for themselves.

The missionary work performed during the year was by the school teachers, with occa-
sional, but few, church services by the Catholics. .In view of the wrongs that these
Indians suffered in the years past, they are evidently now more impressed with the
religion of good works than of good professions. In later years their condition has
been much improved in every respect.  The teachers and other employés have gen-
erally performed their duties intelligently and faithfully, and have therefore been
generally retained.

CITIZENSHIP.

Many of these Indians are of right citizens, although not yet recognized as such,
for the laws of Mexico madeno distinction among races as tocitizenship. The Indians
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who were in a condition of civilization when the treaty of 1848 was made were citi-
zens of Mexico, and are, by the terms of that treaty, now citizens of the United States.
The progress made in the last few years indicates that the Mission Indians generally
will before long become a part of the people of this State having and exercising the
rights of citizenship. .

The annual statistics are forwarded herewith.

With acknowledgments for numerous courtesies received from the Department, I
remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. McCALLUM,

United States Indian 4gent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

ROUND VALLEY AGENCY,
Covelo, Cal., September 10, 1884.

Sir: I have the honor herewith to submit my seventh annual report for this
agency.

Our lands, as I reported last year, ““are still occupied by settlers and trespassers to
such an extent as greatly to cripple our industries and discourage the Indians in their
advance towards civilization.” )

During the past year the Supreme Court dismissed the appeal concerning the swamp

and other lands, thus confirming the title of the settlers to 1,080 acres of the best

valley land, and lying in such separated lots as to cut up our fields badly and deprive
the Indians of a large part of their agricultural lands. .

POPULATION.

There were 599 Indians who received issues during the past quarter, and 635 during

_ the fourth quarter of 1833. There have been 23 deaths and 29 births. For the first

time in the history of this agency, the births exceed the deaths, showing a gradual im-
provement.

AGRICULTURE.

As stated in former reports, it is impossible to give the Indians sufficient lands to
raise all crops, on account of the occupancy of said lands by others under: the shadow
of law; yet all are furnished with sufficient land for gardens, and are required to
raise their own vegetables, &c.

Many of them raise more than they need for their own use, and sell the surplus to
others. Some have fields of grain, wheat, barley, and oats, but most of the cereals
are raised by a ¢ community of interest,” i. e., all able-bodied Indians are required to
assish in the raising of these general crops for the benefit of the whole. The Indians
are not paid wages for the work, but receive their rations of beef and flour, with
such clothing as they need. ’

PRODUCTIONS,

The estimated productions for the year are as follows: For the general supply,
6,000 bushels of wheat, 4,500 bushels of oats, 3,000 bushels of barley, 1,250 bushels of
corn, and 400 tons of hay; by the Indians for. themselves, 1,000 bushels of wheat,
1,000 bushels of oats, 500 bushels of barley, and 80 tons of hay.

Six lots of hops were raised by the Indians, amounting to 6,139 pounds, which sold
for $1,037.69, besides expenses of sale. This year the product of the agency field will
probably be 28,000 pounds, and the Indians 20,000 pounds. They will also have about
500 bushels of corn, 1,200 bushels of potatoes, 5,000 pumpkins, 10,000 melons, 100 bush-
els of onions, 200 bushels of beans, and 50 bushels of turnips. The orchards are loaded
down with apples. .

STOCK.

There are 66 horses and mares, one-third of which are unserviceable on account of
age and hard service. Of cattle we have 418, mostly cows and young stock, We
have 10 yoke of cattle, used at the saw-mill and on the ranch. There are 334 hogs,
old and young. The increase in stock has been 3 horse and 1 mule colts, 131 calves,
146 pigs.

MILLS.

The grist-mill has ground 214,010 pounds of grain for the agency, 11,724 pounds
for the Indians, and 208,315 pounds for citizens, which has yielded a revenue to the
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agency about sufficient to pay the miller’s salary. The saw-mill has cut 278,000 feet
of lumber. Much more could be cut if we had funds to pay running expenses, which
we could easily obtain if permitted to sell lumber sufficient therefor,

APPRENTICES,

Apprentices have worked at the various trades, carpentering, blacksmithing, mill-
ing, herding, and office work, and have made some progress.

FINANCIAL.

The agency pays most of its own workmen (all except physician, clerk, and teach-
ers) out of funds raised on the reservation or miscellaneous funds, Class II, and if the
reservation could be cleared of all settlers and trespassers, could in few years be fully
self-supporting. : ’

SANITARY CONDITION.

The sanitary condition of the Indians is still improving, as shown by the excess of
births over deaths the past year. There is still room for great improvement.

EDUCATIONAL,

During July of last year our boarding-school buildings were burned, and thus we
were thrown back to our old day school, with a few boarders whom we wished to keep
from the camps. It is our experience that but little progress can be made in their
education while they are allowed to run in the camp, subject to the taunts and jeers
of the old and the contaminations of the younger and middle aged. There is an in-
creaging desire for education, but most parents are averse to sending their children
away to school.

MISSIONARY WORK,

No missionary was sent to this people last year, and yet regular services have been
maintained most of the year by the agent and employés. It is to be hoped that the
church will send a good missionary who will care for the souls of this people.

CIVILIZATION.

Could these Indians have their lands in severglty, they would (most of them) gladly
undertake to support themselves, with a little assistance in the way of stock and im-
provements. They already do a large share of the work that is done for the people of
this vicinity, and, with the exception of skilled labor in the trades, are capable of
doing most ordinary work under supervision, and some without.

Intoxicants are their bane. They will spend their “money for that which is not
bread.” I have only been able to get evidence against one liquor seller, whose case is
now before the United States district court. By a decision of the superior judge of
this county all Indians, except those under the care of an agent of the United States,
are citizens of the United States, and entitled to purchase liquor or anything any other
citizens can purchase, and having the liberty to purchase gives the liquor seller the
right to sell to them. This decision is working terrible results in this county.

COURT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

The court of Indian affairs was duly organized and has had a salutary effect upon
the Indians of the agency, but needsto be supplemented by a good police.

FINAL.

This will be my last annual report, as I tendered my resignation the 1st day of May
last, being unwilling longer to submit myself to the annoyances subject to this posi-
tion. T have tried to serve the Government and the Indians for seven years to the
best of my ability. Conscious that I have made mistakes, and have not done as well
as others might, yet I have done the best I could under the circumstances.

With many thanks for the kind treatment I have received from your office, and
with my best wishes for the prosperity and true civilization of this people, I have the
honor to remain, most respectfully, your obedient sérvant,

: H. B. SHELDON,

United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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TUuLE RIVER AGENCY, CALIFORNIA,
August 12, 1884.

Sir: I have the honor herewith to submit my ninth annual report for this agency.

There are within a radius of about 75 miles of this reserve some 600 or 700 Indians,
all of whom could at an early day have been gathered on onereservation. While this
might have incurred éreater expense, it certainly would have been more humane and
becoming a wise and Christian Government. This agency was not located until after
the more desirable lands were occupied by whites ; consequently could be nothing but
a poor selection. Although it embraces an area of more than 75 square miles, only
about 250 acres can be utilized for agricultural purposes. Quite a large portion of it
is second-class grazing land, and about one-half entirely worthless.

The Indians, numbering 315 eight years ago, have decreased by death and removal
until now there are only 143 on the census roll. We frequently have almost twice
this number, but not as permanent residents. I have tried to discourage visiting
both among my own Indians and those of the surrounding country; still I am fre-
quently annoyed by the visits of dissolute characters who seem to have no permanent
dwelling place.

Notwithstanding the embarrassment of a rocky and sterile reservation, these In-
dians have been gradually advancing, so that now many of their homes will compare
favorably with their white neighbors. They all occupy board houses, and have their
tillable land fenced, while some of them have vineyards and orchards, with sufficient
fruit for their families.

AGRICULTURE.

The past season has been an exception to all the years of the last decade. During
the spring and early summer we had so much rain that some of our grain land was
rendered almost worthless. Infact, nearly all of the grain was so overrun with weeds
and grass that it was only suitable for hay. Some of the crops have been gathered
and some I will have to estimate. The yield will be about as follows: 200 bushels
wheat, 200 bushels corn, 100 bushels potatoes. 20 bushels onions, 200 bushels beans,
20 tons melons, 20 tons pumpkins, and 50 tons hay. The agency farm, used exclu-
sively to produce forage for Government tearns, yielded 30 tons hay. With our mild
winters, the supply of forage is abundantly ample.

EDUCATION.

During the last fiscal year there has been a day school eight and one-half months.
The average daily attendance during that time was 153. The largest attendance
was during the months of October, November, and December, averaging 20. ~While
this is an exceedingly difficult field, in connection with agency work on this reser-
vation, I am satisfied it can be made a success. The school closed the 15th of March,
with an average daily attendance for that fractional month of only six pupils. We
know this is not a very ‘ creditable showing,” but there were very peculiar circum-
stances, not necessary now to explain, contributing to this result, which we hope in
the future to avoid. We purpose opening the school again the first of next month.

MISSIONARY.

As stated in a previous report, all of the missionary work performed for the benefit
of these Indians has been by the agent and employés, except an occasional visit of a
Catholic priest. No class of persons are so hard to influence morally as those who
think they are good enough already. That is precisely the condition of these In-
dians. By the example they have in the Mexican population of this country, they are
led to believe that drunkenness is not incompatible with high Christian profession.
This is their great weakness.

INDIAN INDUSTRY.

The most of these Indians are industrious; some of them are good models for their
white neighbors. Every year I can discover more of an inclination toward industrial
habits. Nearly all of the able-bodied Indians of the agency have for a month past
been working in the harvest tields of the adjacent settlements for $2 per day.

The sto¢k which was issued to them last year will in ashort time contribute greatly
to their support; that is, if they are not compelled to kill it to supply their imme-
diate wants. I hope the Government will supply them with beef for a few more
years, so that they will not be tempfed in that direction. :

4266 IND——2
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SANITARY.

I can see a marked improvement in their sanitary condition over that of my first
acquaintance with them, eight years since. Early marriages, insisted upon by the
Catholic priest, though it has somewhat interfered with the interest of the school, has
no doubt contributed to their sanitary benefit. To the credit of these Indians, it
must be said no half-breed or illegitimate child can be found among them under ten
years of age.

CIVILIZATION.

All that can truthfully be said upon this topic has perbaps been anticipated in the
foregoing statements, and yet I wish to add that the results growing out of the “rules
governing the court of Indian offenses” have been most salutary in begetting a con-
viction that any aberration, however trivial, is likely to be noticed, and that a per-
fectly upright, honest course is the only guarantee to true civilization.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. G. BELKNAP,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AGENTS.

SoUTHERN UTE AGENCY, COLORADO,
Adugust 25, 1334.
Sir: I have the honor to submit my third annual report of the condition of affairs at
this agency.

INDIANS.

The Southern Utes number 991. The reservation is sitnated in Southwestern Colo-
rado, and embraces a strip of country 15 by 120 miles, well watered, and is well
adapted for grazing purposes.

STOCK RAISING.

in the way of horses, is quite extensively carried on by some of the Indians. All have
more or less. They take great pride in accumulating numbers. They take to sheep
raising very well. However, the last year’s results of thisindustry have been dis-
couraging, but I do not nor cannot blame the Indians for their actions. In May,
1833, the Department furnished them with 4,800 ewes. They were well pleased with
the gift, and showed marked interest in caring for them, but, owing to the limited
supply of provisions fur ished them, they were compelled to subsist on the sheep or
starve. They preferred the former, and the result is that not more than 1,500 of the
sheep are now left.

AGRICULTURE.

This is the first time in the history of this agency that the agent could say any-
thing on this subject. These Indians have always opposed any movement which was
made in this direction until last spring, when I succeeded in getting four of the head
men to engage in tarming on a small scale. Their number was increased by volunteers
until now there are some 15 Indians interested in farming. There are only four farms
opened, but this is sufficient for the present year. They have 50 acres of wheat, 40
acres of oats, and 8 acres of potatoes. The prospects for a good crop is very gratify-
ing. The wheat isestimated at 30 bushels per acre (1,500 bushels) ; oats at 40 bushels
per acre (1,600 bushels); u large yicld of potatoes is a certainty. It is my opinion that
with proper assistance there can be at least 50 Indians farming next year.

WHISKY TRAFFIC.

This is carried on with the Indians, in violation of law, by certain white men in
Durango, to such an extent that at times the situation becomes alarming. On one oc-
casion this summer there were about 35 drunken Indians at the agency. Owing to the
fact that I have no guard-house or place of confinement, they all went unpunished.
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POLICE.

This branch of the service at this agency may be called a failure; not but what
there is good material here for Indian police, but because they have no accommo-
dations whatever at the agency. Could suitable quarters be provided, and a fuall
ration be issued, which would insure their presence here at all times, discipline could
be established and they would doubtless become efficient and be ot great service to
the agent.

EDUCATION.

Out of the 27 children sent to Albuquerque Indian school in May, 1883, 3 of that
number have died from sickness. The remaining 24 are making satisfactory progress.

T am authorized to build aschool-house here, with a view of establishing a day-school.
This I consider a premature move, as I am certain it will be next to impossible to
secure an attendance. My idea of educating an Indiaun is to learn him to work and
earn his own living. By doing this he becomes located ; you will know where to find
him. You could take his children into a day-school then with some certainty of hav-
ing a regular attendance. With the present condition of affairs I consider the estab-
lishment of a day-school will be a failure.

DEPREDATIONS.

Under this head there is a question whether these Indians are guilty or not. Dur-
ing the month of July there was an attack mage on Indians by cattle-men about 20
miles west of the reservation line, the cattle-men clain ing the Indians to be Southern
Utes and having a large number of their horses. The Utes deny the statement, and
say the thieves are renegade Indians, that belong to no agency, of which class of In-
dians about 400 live in Utah. However, it would not be surprising if some of the
‘renegades belonging to this agency (of which there are always more or less in any
tribe) were engaged in the trouble referred to.

SUPPLIES.

The supplies furnished last year were largely deficient for the number of Indians
who received rations. I have 991 Indians on this reservation. About 800 receive ra-
tions every week ; the remaining 200 frequent the agency seldom, except to receive
cash annuities or clothing. This visit is made about twice a year. For these 800 In-
diansduringlast year I was furnished 75,000 pounds of flour, 100,000 pounds of beef, 200
pounds of coffee, and 3,500 pounds of sugar, and am expected to keep them on a reser-
vation where no game to speak of exists. The fact is simply this: it is impossible to
keep starving Indians on a reservation when they can go into the mountains but a
few miles and get plenty of game to subsiston. They will eitherdo that or kill cattle,
which graze on the reservation by the thousand, and the Indians receive no benefit
for the same. The Indians say that before they sent their children to school and
commenced farming they had plenty to eat. I consider the present action on the
part of the Government a reward for depredations. Why? Because as soon as an
Indian shows a disposition to become civilized the Government cuts off his rations,
and he must either steal or starve.

LEASING LAND.

Last October these Indians leased a portion of their reservation to Mr. Edward
Wheeler, of Fort Lewis, Colo., for grazing purposes, subject to the action of the
Department, and were to receive $10,000 per year in advance for the privilege. " This
amount of money equally divided among the Indians, as it would have been had the
lease been approved, would have gone far towards their support. The Department
refused to recognize any agreement of this kind, and of course it went by default.
At the same time there is, and has been since the establishment of this agency, cattle
grazing on the reservation, for which the Indians receive no benefit.

AGENCY BUILDINGS.

This part of my report has been referred to so often and by so many different in-
spectors, &c., I deem it hardly necessary to make mention of the situation. However,
I will say that the buildings for the storage of supplies and the accommodation of
the agent and his employés consist of two old log buildings, which are insufficient
for accommodation and comfort of agent and employés and unsafe for the protection
of supplies. The dwelling-house is overrun with vermin. After repeated efforts I
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have been unable to renovate it. Special Agent Lueders and Inspector Gardner have
both reported the situation to the-Department. I wasinformed that if I would make
a detailed statement of what was necessary action would be taken to remedy the
evil. This I did last January, and since that time Ihave not heard from the Depart-
ment on the subject. By another year the agent will be compelled to vacate the
house, for reasons already stated. I inclose herewith statistical report.

Very respectfully,
WARREN PATTEN,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CHEYENNE RIVER AGENCY, DAKOTA TERRITORY,
August 20, 1884.
SIR: In compliance with instructions contained in circular letter from the Office of
Indian Affairs under date of July 1,1884, I have the honor to submit herewith my
annual report for 1834,

TRIBES AND POPULATION.

The Indians of this agency, comprising 753 families, aggregating 3,144 persons, are
composed of the Blackfeet, Sans Arc, Minneconjou, and Two Kettle bands of Sioux,
and are classified respectively as follows, which classification embraces the number
of children of school-going ages, tabulated in accordance with therecent provision of
Congress: .

School cbildren be- Children under 6
tween 6 and 16 1d.
Number years old. years old.
Name of band. of fam- Men. | Women. v Total.
“ilies.
Male. | Female. | Male. Fema e.
Blackfeet ... 52 51 71 36 40 10 16 224
200 214 273 105 108 41 47 788
325 357 456 190 212 85 82 1 382
176 190 273 115 91 44 37 750
753 812 1,073 446 451 |- 180 | 182 3,144
AGRICULTURE.

The Indians of this agency are evincing a rapid and remarkably encouraging ad-
vancement in agricultural and civilized pursuits. Notwithstanding the grass is very
thin and scarce this season, they have cut and stacked about 1,300 tons of hay for use
of their stock during the coming winter. Corn, potatoes, turnips, onions, beans, and
melons have been raised by them during the season with fair success. A large ma-
jority of them are cultivating claims and fields comprising from 1 to 15 acres, part
‘of which is fenced and nearly all of which is in excellent condition.

The small farm of 3 acres attached to the boys boarding and industrial school has
been cultivated by the older pupils, under the supervision of the agency farmer and
other employés, with fair success. They have faised thereon this season corn, pota-
toes, turnips, beans, melons, and pumpkins. The large area of ground occupied by
this agency, stretching from Antelope Creek on the south to the Moreau River on the
north, a distance of about 150 miles, and west from the Missouri River about 125
miles, requires more attention on the part of instructors for the Indians in the method
of farming and agricultural pursuits than the limited number of employés allowed me
by the Government will admit. The employment of Indian district farmers, now au-
thorized for the coming year, will materially advance the interests of Indian farmers,
but practical white men engaged for this purpose would be much more advanta-
geous to the Indian and satisfactory in its results.

SANITARY.

The general health of the Indians has been good and there has not been any epi-
demic among them during the year. During part of the past winter measles prevailed
endemically in the boys’ boarding and industrial school, and in the Saint John’s
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boarding school for girls; near the agency, but all the cases were of a very mild nature.
Simple meningitis was observed in one or two camps last summer and the disease is
making its appearance again at the date of this report. The cases treated by the
agency physician have all recovered, but every oune of them followed an essentially
chronic course. The total number of cases treated during the year has been 1,725;
number of births, 123; number of deaths, 72. Consumption and scrofula, asin years
past, have prevailed largely among these Indians. Eye affections and eczema have
been particularly prevalent. Brouchitis in its acute and chronic forms occupies a
prominent place during the winter and early spring months. .

But little success can attend the treatment of these diseases in the habitations of
the Indian. What is needed at this agency is a suitable hospital, properly constructed
and liberally supplied, wherein can be treated these cases and others so sadly in need
of hospital accommodations. It is believed that a sum of money sufficient to con-
struct and equip a hospital of twenty beds could not be otherwise better expended at
this agency. .

INDIAN POLICE.

The police force mow consists of one captain, one lieutenant, four sergeants, and
sixteen privates, selected from the various bands located through the length of the
agency reservation. They are active, vigilant, and prompt in the exercise of their
position in maintaining order throughout the different Indian camps and in the pro-
tection of the interests of the Government in many ways. They realize fully their
responsibility, merit the consideration and kind attention of the Government, and
should be much better recompensed for their services than the small pittance of $5
per month now allowed them.

A police headquarters and guard-house is greatly needed at this agency for the bet-
ter protection of Government property and punishment of disobedient Indians, in
order to secure enforcement of Departmental and agency orders, and I sincerely trust
that I may be authorized to erect the same at an early date.

TRANSFER OF INDIANS.

Among all Indian agencies there are a number of discontented and dissatisfied In-
dians whose indolent habits prompt a desire on their part continually to seek a change
by constant roaming from one agency to another. Inmany instancesthey leave their
home agencies surreptitiously, and upon arriving at another agency importune the
agent to write, soliciting a transfer from theirold agency tothe one they have for the
present selected as their home. This practice is a constant source of annoyance to an
agent, and results detrimentally to the interests of the Indian and the service. It
necessitates a continual change of the issue rolls, deranges the census reports on which
estimates are based and by which supplies and annuity goods are purchased and dis-
tributed, and finally engenders a feeling of discontent among other Indians, rendering
the n less tractable and obedient. This pernicious practice of transfers should be dis-
countenanced and peremptorily discontinued by Departmental orders.

CIVILIZATION,

In reviewing the progress made by t e Indians at this agency during the past year,
I find good cause for congratulation. The Indians haveremained on the reservation
quietly and peaceably. Nearly all have adopted, wholly or in part, the white men’s
dress; they are industrious, tractable, and apparently satisfied with their position.
The rapid settlement of whites on the Government lan:is on the east side of the Mis-
souri River, funning parallel with the entire length of this reservation, hasnecessarily
thrown the Indians and whites in closer relationship than is desirable. Numerous
towns and villages have lately sprung up on the east side of the Missouri River in
which there are always, as in all new settlements on the frontier, a few white men
whose influence with the Indians cannot be otherwise than detrimental, viz, by the
sale of liquor, arms, and fixed ammunition; by encouraging and hiring Indians to
resume their wild dress and give dapces for amusement of whites ; by perstading them
to sell annuity goods issued by the Government. and finally by prosticating their
women. All these are great obstacles in the way of civilization, and requile constant
and careful watchfulness on the part of the agent.

An element of great evil is the residence of squawmen among the Indians. As a
rule their influence with the Indian is bad and their example pernicious. During the
present year I contemplate removing from this reservation several of this class whose
past conduct has merited this action.

There are, I am led to believe, at all agencies a number of Indians who are more
or less dissatisfied, and this agency is no exception to the general rule. Complaints




22 REPORTS OF AGENTS IN DAKOTA.

from this class are as frequent as they are trivial. Neither agent or employé is ex-
empt from their accusations, and, at times, serious allegations, which, upon careful
investigation by authorized Department officials, is found in nearly every case to be
groundless and unworthy of consideration.

EDUCATION AND MISSIONARY WORK.

Again I have to report the highly satisfactory condition of the schools at this
agency. The boys’ boarding and industrial school, under the supervision of Mrs,
Emma C. Swan, has been conducted during the past year with most encouraging suc-
cess. At Saint John’s boarding and industrial school for girls, conducted under the
auspices of the Protestant Episcopal Church by Mr. J.F. Kinney, jr., as principal
teacher, assisted by his estimable wife, the progress made by the pupils during the
past year has been most surprising. The management of these schools merits and re-
ceives the highest encomium, and it affords me gratification in thus according it.

Saint Stephen’s mission day school for boys and girls, situated at Saint Stephen’s
mission, 60 miles north of the agency, with Mrs. Matilda A. Swift as teacher, and con-
ducted under the immediate supervision of Rev. Henry Swift, missionary, is giving
entire satisfaction and reflects credit on the management. In connection with the
foregoing schools there is also the boys and girls’ day school, situated 60 miles west
of the agency, with Mrs. Cecilia Narcelle as teacher, which is doing well, together
with five day schools, conducted under the supervision of Rev.T. L. Riggs, mission-
ary, all of which are accomplishing much good among the Indian youth.

I herewith incorporate reports from Rev. Henry Swift, missionary of the Protestant
Episcopal Church, and Rev.T. L. Riggs, missionary, which speak in eloquent terms
of the advancement at this agency of education, Christian religion, and the earnest,
noble work of the missionary.

SAINT STEPHEN'S MISSION,
Cheyenne River Agency, August 13, 1884.

SIR: About 700 Indians all told are under the influence of the Episcopal mission. Services are kept
up regularly at three points. It is intended to begin a new work on Little Moreau Creek, where some
twenty families have homesteaded. It is the constant effort of the church to break up Indian cus-
toms, encourage industry, educate, purify the marriage relation in conjunction with and as a part of
its christianizing work. " In_the sphere of our influences dancing and conjuring have ceased. The
majority have assumed the dress of white people, and almost all are living in houses. Of one hundred
and ten families living in vicinity of Saint Stephen's, in aradius of 30 miles, almost all are scattered at
distances from each other on homesteads, and the greater part have fields of their own ranging from
one to fifteen acres, broken or plowed by themselves, under cultivation. The distance from the
ageucy being so great they try to earn money and buy what provision they need from neighboring
towns, finding it easier to do so than to go to the agency every fortnight. By cultivatin% a piece of
land myself and taking considerable intevest in their work, I think they have been spurred to greater
efforts. Many of the women have learned to do housework at the mission, and greater cleanliness and
order and neatness is found in their houses in consequence.

The boarding-school work at Saint John’s mission and the day school at Saint Stephen’s mission
have been carried on for the past year with encouraging results. ~The instruction has been entirely in
English. In connection with education I have felt the great need there is for systematic industrial
teaching. Children trained in letters for three or five years and then returned to their homes will de-
rive but little benefit and will be of little use to their people, unless in conjunction with their knowl-
edge of books is united a thorough knowledge of every-day work. A girl should be able to wash, iron,
sew, cook, make beds, and do the other parts of housekeeping well and without direction when she
leaves school. A boy should be able to milk, take care of cattle, horses, poultry, plow, plant, culti-
vate, and harvest, hesides being handy with tools, and be able to do such work without direction and
at the proper time. A boarding-school of thirty, half boys and half girls, ranging from ten to sixteen
years, with a farm of, say, 40 acres and a good-sized laundry and kitchen, with necessary appliances
and competent instructors, would be an elemeut of great good. I would advise that only about three
or four hours be devoted to school and at least six hours be given up every day to work.  In conjunc-
tion with the girls’ instruction in labor there might be a cooking-school and a sewing-school held
once a week for benefit of Indian women adjacent to school. I should like to undertake such an en-
terprise in connection with Saint Stephen’s mission, and believe it could be made a success.

Bigamy has been pretty well checked. Indian marriages are, however, frequent: that is, a man
taking a woman, with father’s consent, but without any further ceremony, or any bond to hold the
couple together, and, in many cases, after a while the parties may separate and contract new alliances.
Fifty-three couple have been married by me in the church, and in every case the parties have remained
true to each other. In the past year there have been 63 infant and 36 adult baptisms, and 36 have been
confirmed. The aggregate attendance at the three stations on Sundays has averaged about one hun-
dred and twenty. Offerings have amounted to $140.

Respecttully,

WM. A, SWAN,
United States Indian Agent.

HENRY SWIFT.

DAKOTA MISSION,
Cheyenne River Agency, August 13, 1884.
Sir: During the past year the educational and missionary work of the Dakota mission with the
Indians of the Cheyenne River Agency has, I am happy to report, been honeful and encouraging. We
had planned to do more in some directions than has been accomplished, as, for example, we hoped to
have established an industrial school at Peoria Bottom. The plan to do so, however, is still in hand,
l;md' will, I trust, be carried out at no distant day. We have, indeed, already made something of &
eginning.
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The Dakota mission schools are in connection with the Cheyenne River Agency, as follows: 1st. In-
dustrial day school, located at Oahe, in Peoria Bottom, and taught by Miss Collins, of the mission. 2d.
Chantier Bottom day school, on Chantier Bottom, taught by Mrs. Lee, a Teton Sioux, educated by our
mission schools here and at Santee. This school has been in session but a few months of the year, and
will probably be discontinued. 3d. Cheyenne River day school, No. 1, on the Cheyenne River, and
taught by Rev. Isaac Rennville, a Sisseton Sioux, and native missionary of the Native Missionary So-
ciety. 4th. Cheyenne River day school, No. 2, also located on the Cheyenne River, and taught by Eliza-
beth Winyan, a Sisseton Sioux. This school has been in session but a few months the 1past year. We
have recently built a neat school-house at this point. 5th. Cheyenne River day school, No. 4, located
on the Cheyenne River, 60 miles from the agency, and taught by Clarance Ward, a Teton Sioux, edu-
cated at the mission schools here and at Santee. :

There has also been occasional instruction given at the village near the site of old Fort Pierre by
David Lee, a Teton Sioux, educated at our schools. We have provided at this village a substantial
school-house, paid for in part by the Indians themselves, and a permanent school will be established
at this point. = There is also a movement at another and smaller village towards securing a school.
shall soon have a building erected for them and a school will follow. Moreover, I have also arranged
for two additional schools on the Cheyenne River, Nos. 24 and 3, for one of which the school-house is
2ow ready. One of these additional schools will be taught by a native, already secured, and the other
1o be in charge of a white missionary. To summarize: We have had jive schools in operation a part or
all of the past year, and we expect to have four more taught during the year to come.

Progressin all ourschools has been good, the teachers faithful, and the average attendance much bet -
ser than for past years. Instruction given by the native teachers is chiefly in the vernacular, though
at three schools English also has been taught. It is a marked fact that when a child can read in his
own language he is usually far better able to master the difficulties of English speech.

Closely connected with school training we are carrying torward the religious and moral education
of the people. We endeavor to teach them to think, and to think pure thoughts, as well as to read and
write. Nor have our schools been lacking in effort to promote ?hysical industry and training, if in
nothing more than this—that every native teacher is obliged to plant and care for a small field at his
station. We have furnished object lessons to entorce precept.

In conclusion I wish to express my hearty appreciation and acknowledgment of the universally
kind and helpful support I have received from your office, and in the one suggestion I have to make
T am assured I shall have your approval and action. My suggestion is this: 1t is time now to compel
attendance at school. Not alone at Government schools, but with mission schools as well. That an
Indian agent can do this effectually and yet quietly, if he will, requires no argument to prove.
The ration system should be used as an educational lever. When a village has located within reach
of a school affording opportunity, the children of that village should be made to attend or the ration
be forfeited.. This is not visionary; it is a fact at some agencies, and should be a fact with us. The
time for fooling in this matter of education is past., We cannot afford to build and furnish schoolsand
then depend on caprice and slender desire to fill them up. Attendance must be forced.

Very respectfully, yours,
’ T. L. RIGGS,
Misgsionary.

WM. A. SWAN,
United States Indian Agent, Oheyenne River Agency.

CONCLUSION.

I have no ambition to indulge in vague speculations and idle theories regarding
the advancement and civilization of the Indian. Paid labor for the adults and gen-
erous education for the young is, in my opinion, the surest means of solving the prob-
lematical question of Indian civilization. The pauperization of Indians is the one
great impedimentto their advancement. ‘All able-bodied Indians should be compelled
o work for their subsistence ; reasonable wages should be paid them for their labor,
and, above all other requisites, good faith should be kept with them on the part of
the Government in every particular.

Bearing testimony to the faithfulness and efficiency of my employés, and thanking
the Department for many official favors,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM A. SWAN,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CROW CREEK AND LOWER BRULE CONSOLIDATED AGENCY,
Crow Creek Agency, Dak., August 20, 1884.

SIr : In compliance with circnlar letter from your office, dated Washington, D. C.,
July 1, 1884, I have the honor herewith to transmit my second annual report for the
izonsolidated agency of Crow Creek and Lower Brulé for the year ending July 31,

884.

CROW CREEK AGENCY.

The average number of Indians at this agency during the year is about 1,009 ; these
consist almost entirely of the Lower Yanktona . band of Sioux, there being buta very
few Santees, Brulés, and Yanktons incorporated with them. There are among them
but 46 half-breeds, and only six white squaw-raen.
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The census taken in compliance with section 9, act of Congress approved July 4,
1884, is as follows: d

Males (14 absent at 8choOlS) .o oouoeo e oo . 489
Females (1 absent at schools) ............ ...___..._. . T 609
Namber of males above eighteen years of Y 258
Number of females above fourteen years of AZO e il iiimeneaaan. 359
Number of school children between six and sixteen years .................... 149
Number of school-houses (1 unfit for L L 2
Number of schools in operation during past year .... ... .. .. ._.......... 1
Average attendance at same during sehool session._.......__........_. .7 30.33
Number of teachers, and salaries paid during past Year. ..o i aann. 4
Mrs. E. C. Gasmann, superintendent and matron..- ... .................._.... $600
Miss N. A. King, teacher ......_.. . ... . .. .____ [ Tteememtttttte 660
Miss J. E. Johnson, assistant teacher ..._.. ... .. __ 1 TITTTTTTTC 300
Mr. Z. Rencountre, assistant teacher...... ... ... ... 0Tttt 300
Miss H. Lonergan, cooK .o oo oo ... e et e 300

The conduct of these people during the past year has been, for Indians, very good;
in fact, I question if a like number of white people can be found where so little crime
has been committed, and where so little restraint of authority has been found neces-
sary, circumstanced as these people are. Not a single case of drunkenness has been
reported; no murders or manslaughters; no fighting or serious contentions; life and
property as safe as among the best-regnlated white communities. A few instances of
thett have been reported and punished, and one single case of wife-beating.

Morality.

The Indians are simple children of nature, and many things condemned as immoral
among whites are with them without offence. Vulgarity of speech is very common,
and the presence of women and children seems to have but small restraining influ-
ence. Names are sometimes given that are not pleasant to the ears of polite people;
and yet I believe I can truly say that these people are a moral people, and live more
in accordance with the knowledge they have of right and wrong than many of their
white neighbors.

Polygamy.

This evil yet exists to come extent among these people; I believe, however, that
gradually it is diminishing, and will eventually disappear entirely. It is now prin-
cipally confined to the old Indians, and will dié with them. The influence of schools
and churches will centrol the conduct of the rising generation. .

Schools.

The school accommodation of this agency is entirely inadequate, there being room
provided for only about 40 children, whereas there are at least 150 children of school
age. Abouteight months ago I submitted estimates for enlargement of school, so that
I should be able to take care of at least 100 children. No notice has as yet been taken
of my estimates, and I shall be compelled again to open my schools with the same
small number.*  This is very discouraging. The hope of the Indian is in the schools.
The old people we can do but little with—induce them to work on their claims, build
houses and stables, take care of their cattle, &e. ; this is about all; they are simply
Indians, and will, as a_general thing, remain what they are while they live. Their
children, on the other haund, are left to us to train, and will be what we make them.

I'am aware that great and good work is being done for them at such schools as
Hampton, Carlisle, and others, but the great work is to be done at home, on the res-
ervations. All the children of school age should be in school now, and should have
at least three years of training in our home schools before being sent away. Fiom
these home or agency schools should be selected the brightest, strongest, and most
promising children—boys and girls—for the institutions above referred to and others,
and there be trained to becomw.e teachers in agency schools and shops. It seems to me
a great waste of both money and opporrunity to proceed as we are doing at the present
time, viz, to take utterly untutored children from their Indian homes, transport them at
great expense to far-oft Eastern schools, and atter keeping them there for, say, three
years, return them to their parents, almost inevitably to relapse into their native condi-
tion. It takes more than three years to educate and train up our own children, who

*Since this report was written the agent has been authorized to enlarge the Crow Creek school build-
ings, and the work is now going on.
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begin with a full knowledge of the langnage in wl ich they are taught; how can we then
expect, in this short time, to so educate and traii an Indian child, who has no knowl-
edge of the language in which instruction is to ' conveyed to him, that he shall be
able to withstand the influence of home, of trite, and of his own natural taste and
tendency ? That Indian children are capable of sraining is beyond question. The re-
sults of the work at Carlisle and Hampton prove this. These institations, however,
are greatly hampered in their noble work because of -the utterly unprepared mate-
rials that they have to work on. If, then, we are to look for any real permanent
good results from these noble schools, we must kegin at home. We must prepare and
select the materials here. In other words, we must have schools here at the agencies
large enough to accommodate all our children of school age and compel them to at-
tend. In making the above statement I am siriply recommending the carrying out
of the treaty of 1368, which provides that for ev ry 30 children there shall be a school
house and teacher provided. This, of course, cc ntemplates day schools. It is out of
the question to provide boarding schools for a 1 these children, nor is it desirable.
The day school should be a teeder for the agenc’ boarding school, that again for the
institutions at the East, or such as are at a dist: nce from the reservations. Ifsuch'a
systermn could be carried out vigorously the result would soon prove the wisdom of
the plan. :

. Farming.

I am pleased to be able to report that this yeir I can see in this industry improve-
ment over the last. More acres are cultivate I, and, as a general thing, the work
better done. It is no longer necessary to argue the benefits of this pursuit; all are
ready to acknowledge the desirability of it, and many are making laudable efforts to
follow the example of their white neighbors in this respect. The great difficulty
with the Indian is, he seems unable to form ha)its of regular and persistent labor.
He will work® well for a time—plow, plant, and sow the seed—but the long, patient
care of the crop, requiring months of hard work—in this he often fails. His old
migratory habits, too, are hard to overcome and are great hindrances to his success
as a farmer. At the very time when his fields :equire the greatest attention, perhaps
some demon of unrest takes possession of him and he must go—go to see a dying
friend or relative perfectly well at that very t me; perhaps to get a pony or to dig
some turnips—any excuse to get away from honie and to have a little change. This
spirit of unrest is very damaging to their farming interests and will continue until
the home and farm interests shall be so great as to compel them to remain at howme.
As long as the Indians are without domestic ani nals—cattle, hogs, sheep, and domes-
tic fowls—they will feel free to stay away for a week or two and think it no loss, if
they can only get a worthless pony, though in their absence their fields have been
destroyed by cattle and horses or their crops choked to death with weeds. These are
some of the hiudrances to contend with in tryirg to induce Indians to become farm-
ers. They are serious and hard to overcome, wnd yet year by year we see a little
progress. Individual cases exist here and ther, that are examples of what can be
accomplished by regular, persistent labor.

Crops.

The yield this year of wheat and oats, owin;; to want of rain when most needed,
will not equal that of last year, but as the acreage is greater, the crop, I think, will
be as great at least. Our potato crop has suffeed from the potato bug this year for
the first time ; this is greatly to be regretted, as this vegetable is of great valueto the
Indians, both as food and as a preventer of ditease. The Indian farmer cannot ex-
pect, however, to remain exempt from the ills sonnected with farming all over the
world ; he must learn to wage war on these ene nies of all farmers, and that the price
of a good crop is not only much sweat of brow but also “eternal vigilanee.”

Farming implerents.

The question of what kind these should be is »f great importance. No doubt there
is much to be said in favor of the simplest kind- -the old-fashioned scythe and cradle—
in place of mowing machines, reapers, &c. But on the other hand we are met with
the question, can the average Indian work with them? Ts he physically able to
handle the scythe and cradle? My observation of them, for the last ten years and
over, leads me to the conclusion that he is not. Of all the work to be done on a farm
there is nothing so wearisome as the work with eradle and scythe. For this work, in
times when improved machinery had not come iato use among white men, the strong-
est and most robust men were always chosen, and every farmer in the West will tell
you how hard the work was, and how many mcn there are who now feel the effects of
ghat kind of labor done in their youth. The suffering and hardship connected with
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farming in the old way drove from that industry—the most important of all indus-
tries—the very best of our young men, and compelled the discovery of labor-saving
machinery, as an absolute necessity, in order to develop the great resources of this
wide country. Then, again, as a matter of economy, I believe the improved labor-
saving machinery will prove the most desirable. The want of skill, and also the want
of muscle, makes the breakage of light implements very great, and although there is
also breakage of improved machinery, yet, taking into account the work accomplished,
I believe the use of the latter to be the most economical. One thing is certain: with
improved machinery, and all the labor-saving inventions of our day and country, to
:assist and encourage them, we may hope, in time, to make farmers of our Indians.
Without these aids and encouragements we never can.

Manufacturing.

As yet but little has been done at this agency in the way of manufacturing. The
‘work done in our shops by Indian apprentices, under the direction of white employés,
to some extent comes properly under this head. Furniture for the use of the tribe,
‘such as tables, cupboards, desks, and bedsteads, doors, window frames, &ec., are made
in large numbers, to supply the constant demand for them from Indians who are
making an effort to improve their condition and manner of living. We should have
‘@ tin-shop, a harness-shop, a shoe-shop, and a grist-mill. A large number of boys
from this agency are now being trained to these trades in eastern schools, who will
‘8oon return home. If they find here, on their return, employment in the trades they
have spent years to learn, they will gladly avail themselves of the opportunity, and
thus be kept from idleness and its inseparable companion, vice. The manufactories
above referred to are also called for by the condition of these people. They have
given up the old Indian way of living.” The hunt and the war-path are of the past to
them, and in their feeble way they are endeavoring to live like white men, and to live
like white men necessitates the products of such industries as I have referred to above.
Besides these, thereshould, in time, be established here a cloth manufactory, where by
Indian labor should be fabricated moss if not all of the clothing worn by the tribe.
It may be objected to this plan, that most of the articles thus proposed to be manu-
factured on the agency can be purchased at a much less cost from eastern factories ;
this [ grant, but when we take into consideration the value of all these industries to
the Indian, it will readily be seen that the plan proposed is sound. In other words,
if we desire permanently to advance and eventually civilize them, we must furnish
them with industries enough to employ them all, and all the time.

Missionary work.

The Rev. Mr. Burt and Rev. David Tatiopa (Indian), under the direction of the
RightRev. Bishop Hare, of the Episcopal Church, have charge of the missionary work
at this agency, and it gives me great pleasure to bear testimony to the good results
of their labor. The Christian Indians are our very best people, both as regards gen-
eral conduct and habits of cleanliness and industry. If day schools could be estab-
lished in the localities where they are greatly needed and urgently called for by the
Indiaus, they could also be used as houses of worship and other meetings during Sun-
days and week-day evenings, thus reaching, with the good influences of religion
and education, all the settlements of the reservation, now so far removed from the
churches that the people are unable to come to them often., In this connection see
report of Rev. Mr. Burt, herewith.

Police.

The men constituting this body are among the best of the tribe, and are very use-
ful in keeping order and doing such work as they may be called upon to do. Often
they are called from their fields to be absent on duty for days together. Once every
week three of them are sent a distance of 25 miles to bring in the beef-cattle for issue.
Then, again, they are frequently compelled to travel for days together for the pur-
pose of guarding the borders of the reservation from depredations Ly white men, wood
thieves, hay-cutters, and cattle-herders, who, if not constantly watched, are sure to
commit some lawless act: The force is at all times ready to answer the call of duty
and are of great benefit to the tribe, and should be paid at least double what they
now receive. The present rate of pay is so small that any good and industrious In-
dian can do far better by working on his farm or at one of the trades. It is difficult
and at times dangerous work that they are compelled to do, and, as a general thing,
by doing it thoroughly the ill-will of the multitude is sure to be their reward. I
therefore most earnestly recommend an increase of their pay.
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Reservation survey.

One thing, causing constant anxiety and complaint on the part of the Indians, is
that they do not know where the boundary line; of the reservation are. They have
been accustomed to look upon the whole surrounding country as their property, and
now, when this is being rapidly taken up ¢nd settled upon by white men, the
Indian, not knowing where the boundary lines are, is in constant fear lest all his
reservation shall be thus, piece by piece, taker from him. If these bouudaries are
not soon plainly marked out, I fear serious trouHle may arise between the Indians and
the border settlers. I trust that it is now in tl e power of the Department to have
this important work done at an early day.

Allotments

Constant applications are made to me for allotments of land, by Indians who de-
sire to settle upon claims of their own, make i nprovements, and become property-
holders in severalty. Owing to the fact that I have no surveyor to do the work, I am
compelled to put these applicants off indefinitely, to their great discouragement and
injury, and to my own personal inconvenience & nd annoyance. If a surveyor is sent
here for the purpose of defining the boundaries of the reservation, he should at the
same time be authorized and instructed to locat> all the Indians now desiring thus
to settle themselves upon individual allotmen's in compliance with the treaty of
1868.

LOWER BRULE A iENCY.

The average number of Indians at ‘his agenc r during the past year has been 1,432,
They consist almost eutirely of the Lower Brulc. tribe of Sioux, with the exception of
a few Yanktons and Yanktonais. There are very few half-breeds among them and no
white squaw men. The census as called for by section 9, act of Congress approved

July 4, 1884, is as follows :

b ) U T 654
FemMAleS . . v uen oe oomeeceaaeace mmeeeacesetececeseemmanemee oo aan 770
Number of males above eighteen yearsof age.. - .cocioemmmname o aonn.- 315
Number of females above fourteen years of age. ... cceceeoemeiooociacanecnees 389
Number of school children between six and SIX €€n years.- .... ........-c-c--ce 200
Number of school houses (two unfit forservice) ... .. ccoveeamimariaoannen 3
Number of schools in operation during past ye:r.....cocecceeiccaecnonnns 1
Average attendance at same during school session.....ooooooooiooiiiane s 28
Number of teachers and salaries paid during ye ir.cccee ceeemrnmmoaan o oee 4
ﬁf'c“rb]?‘h'loaﬁ"‘)b’ % principal and teacher ..... ...cooiiiioiiiiiiiiein $720
Mrs, Scott,

Miss H. B. Jobnson, » MAGLONS .. caan comaraiie toiie e e 480
Mrs. 1. Bon,

Mrs. Gordon,

Mrs. Williams, ¢ Jaundresses «-.ce. cceeeacee e cmeommeaoosaeecameacoeann 240
Miss Johnson,

Miss J. E. Johnson,

Miss H. B. Johnson, % Q00K .ooeoninoiiniaisins e o e 300

Conduct of the iribe. A

As a general thing during the past year the j.eople have been quiet and contented.
The only disturbing influences have been the cccasional introduction of liquor from
the neighboring white towns and settlements, ind the, to them, all absorbing ques-
tion of removal to another reservation.

The former evil has not been of a serious natt re, and as parties have been convicted
for the sale of liquor to Indians, I trust in the f iture the cause of anxiety on this sub-
ject will be lessened. As long, however, as the Indians are so closely surrounded by
white settlers the temptation will remain, and occasional instances will occur of
liquor being smuggled in among them. '

On the removal question they are, I think, somewhat divided, the old chiefs and
their followers being the opposers to removal and the younger ones in favor of it.
In fact the old chiefs are opposed to almost every move proposed by the Government
for the advancement of the tribe, being fearful of losing power with their people by
following the advice of agents or commissionsrs. Unless these chiefs become more
tractable and obedient I should advocate their lisplacement, and either the reduction
of the number or advancement to their places ¢ £ younger and more progressive men.
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Arms and ammunition.

The universal carrying of arms, for which there is no earthly use, isan incentive to
crime among Indians as among white men, and should be discontinued. It is a mat-
ter beyond the control of the agent, there being no law to prevent the sale of rifles,
revolvers, and fixed ammunition to Indians by white men off the reservation.

It is almost impossible for the small force of police allowed this agency—ten men—
to exercise any anthority or make any arrests among people thus completely armed,
and when they attempt to do so they do it at the risk of their lives. Itisno unusual
thing for an Indian to get a ““ bad heart,” and if fully armed he is tempted to demon-
strate his bravery by shooting at some one. For the sake of safety to white man and
Indian, and particularly for the welfare of the latter, all such arms should be removed,
and a law passed making it a serious crime to sell such arms and ammunitien to them
in the future. Considering the universal practice of going thus armed, it is a great
wonder that so few acts of violence occur.

Farming.

No allotments of lands in severalty have been made among these Indians; the old
chiefs here again opposing. Most of the people, however, have taken up claims of
an irregular kind, and have built houses and made other improvements; but as no
one can claim anything beyond his little inclosure, farming on a large scale is, there-
fore, not general.

This year, however, quite a number have broken lands and put in crops of wheat
and oats, besides their usual corn and potato patches. Owing to the want of rain,

" however, in the early part of the season the crop will be small.

Unless these people can be located on lands in severalty no great advancement in
agriculture can be looked for. The longer this is put off the more difficult it will be
to do, no one being willing to give up his home and improvements. Should a removal
be determined upon to a new locality, I would earnestly recommend that the entire
tribe be located at once on their own individual lands,

Stock-raising.

This industry, for the same reasons as mentioned above, has been here greatly re-
tarded. Aslongasthe peoplelivein camps, or closely huddled settlements, it is difficult
for any one, no matter how well disposed, to make a success of stock- raising. Animals
will constantly break into the little, poorly-fenced fields; destroy crops, and, as a conse-
quence, get injured or killed by the parties who have suffered 1oss. On the contrary,
where the Indian lives by himself, away from the thickly-settled portions of the re-
serve, asis the case with Bear with Long Claws, a chief, and Driving Hawk, they are
reasonably successful in this work. These men have now a herd of at least 40 head
of cattle each, raised from one or two cows given them by the Government years ago.

Government boarding schools.

I regret not to be able to report any great progress in this most important work.
Great efforts were made at the opening of the year to fill the school and conduct it
in such a manner as to make it a success. The necessity, however, of a change of
principal and teacher in the latter part of the year caused much disturbance for a
time; and the removal of a large number of the best pupils to other schools had a fur-
ther depressing influence. The present principal I believe is both ableand conscien-
tious, and I trust that the next school year will make a great step in advance over the
ast.

Here, as at Crow Creek, the accommodations are entirely inadequate. I trust the
estimates I am now making for enlargement will meet with the approval of the De-
Ppartment, and that before another year we shall have room for 100 pupils, at least in
our boarding school. Day schools should also be established,. at least two in remote
parts of the reserve, where some practical man could be placed as a teacher, not only
for the children attending school but also for the older people in their farming,
building, and other like works. The influence of such a man, if of the rlgt_lt sort,
would be for great good to the people and an aid to the agent in his work of super-

Missionary work.

The Rev.Luke C. Walker (Indian), whose report is herewith submitted, has
charge, under the direction of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hare, of the Episcopal church.
During the year Mr. Walker, with the aid of his young men, madeextensiveimprove-
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ments and enlargement of his church building, so that it now presents a very pleas-
ant appearance, externally and internally. Laige congregations of Indians assem-
ble here on every Lord’s day for worship, while he children are alsoregularly taught
in Sunday school. Mr. Walker, besides his Incian services, both in his church at
the agency and in outlying settlements, condi cts regularly an English service for
agency employés and.others. I believe much ;;00od has resulted from his work, and
that eventually large numbers of the Indians—j articularly of the young—will be di-
rected in their lives and conduct by Christian principles.

Police.

Constant changes in the force have been mide during the year, in hopes to find
some parties who should be able to fulfill the di ties devolving upon them as police-
men.  The present number are, generally speakig, the best I have had so far, and yet
they are not what I could wish them to be. One thing, however, is to be said as their
excuse, in part, for not coming up to the stancard: the chiefs and entire tribe are
very much opposed to them, and being but a srcall body, they are often overawed by
the multitude. The small pay given them is another great hindrance to their effec-
tiveness. The police force should be taken fron among the best and most influential
people on the reserve, and this cannot be done at present, owing to the utterly inade-
quate pay given. Men of character are usually also industrious men, and cannot af-
ford to leave their farming, stock-raising, &ec.. for the paltry sum offered them as
policemen.

EMPLOYES OF THE CONSOL DATED AGENCY.

Of these I can speak in the highest terms of ipproval. It requires men of great
patience and tact to be useful employés at an I1dian agency. The most of the men
now engaged have been long in the service, anc are accustomed to the peculiar peo-
ple with whom they have to deal. Of good moral character themselves, their inter-
course with Indians has upon the latter a const..nt influence for good.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
JOHN G. GASMANN,

. United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

1.oWwER BRULE AGENCY, DAK.,
August 19, 1384,

SIR: In compliance with instructions received from you, I have the honor to sub-
mit this as my report of the condition of the Indians at this agency. As I assumed
charge in April last, it cannot be expected that I should be able to say much, only
touching upon such matters as have come nnder my observation. Upon my arrival 1
found the Indians busy putting in their crops, and a few had been induced to sow
wheat and oats. I estimate that 500 acres were «:ultivated bythem. Had the weather
been favorable, I think the yield would have b« en good; but the last two months it
has been extremely dry, and the drought has, to :, certain degree,injured all the crops,
more especially the wheat and oats. I regret t1is, as those who sowed feel discour-
aged.

gDuring the spring and summer quite a numler of the Indians from the different
camps on White River moved to the Little Benc and Medicine, Creek, and located on
separate piecesof land, and commenced building aouses for themselves. A few of these
have broken some land, and I had one of the agen >y teams engaged in plow'ng for these
Indians as long as it could be spared from the a;;ency proper. I have endeavored to
encourage any Indian leaving the camps and settling on a separate tract of land, never
mind how small it was, believing that it would in the end, better his condition and
induce others to follow his example, and in thic way break up the old Indian camps
and the custom of planting in common.

During the past year 50 acres of land have been broken by the Government for
these Indians, and 60 acres broken by themselve . The 10 yoke of oxen purchased by
the Department arrived here too late to do muc 1 in the way of plowing this summer.
I have already asked you to obtain authority to issue these to such Indians as are
willing to use them, and until such authority s granted I shall loan them to any
Indian who will pledge himself to break a certa n amount of land.

Thirty-five log-houses have been erected durin 5 the year by our Indians, they doing
all the work, excepting the making of the doois and windows, which were made by
the agency carpenter, this being the only expenss incurred by the Government.

v
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The school at the agency was maintained ten months during the past year, with an
average attendance of 28 pupils. The Indians for a time seemed to be very reluctant
to send their children to school, which accounts for the small attendance, but of late
they have shown a better disposition in this respect, and I trust that when school
opens in September we shall have no difficulty in obtaining pupils enough to fill it.
The present capacity is only 36, which should, in my opinion, be increased, and the
children should be compelled to attend. Under the management of the present prin-
cipal, Mr. Carroll D. Bou, the disciplinehas been good, and the school has improved 1n
every respect, and I think I am justified in saying that it is now in better condition
than it has ever before heen.

Last May sever young men returned from school at Hampton, Va., where they-had
been for a year or more. Four of these have been employed in the agency, in the
different shops, and I have had application from others for work, but the funds allowed
by the Department being limited, it has not been within my power to employ any
more. It seems a great pity that no provision is made by the Government, so that
young men and women returning from school in the East can in some-way be em-
ployed, and prevented from falling back into the Indian ways. Those who have been
taught trades find it very difficult to obtain work among the Indians, certainly not
enough to furnish them any support, and the consequence is that, with the exception
of the few ewployed in the agency, they finally drift back to their old ways.

The police force at this agency consisted of 1 captain, 2 sergeants, and 16 privates,
but by a recent order from the Department I regret to say it has been reduced to 1
captain, 1 sergeant, and 8 privates; this I regard as being too small a force for an
agency like this where the Indians are so scattered. As now constituted I am unable
to place a policeman in each of the different camps. With one or two exceptions I
have found the police always willing to do such duties as were required of them.

The mission is under the charge of the Rev. Luke C. Walker, of the Protestant
Episcopal Church, who holds services in the church located at the agency every Sun-
day morning in the Dakota language, and in the evening in English ; besides these
services he visits the camps each week. There is no school connected with the mis-
sion. Mr. Walker, who is a full-blood Santee-Sioux Indian, has done much good
among these people, not only in preaching but in the example he sets to them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY E. GREGORY,
Clerk in charge.
JOHN G. GGASMANN,
United States Indian Agent, Crow Creek and Lower Brulé Agency, Dakota.

DEVIL'S LAKE AGENCY, DAKOTA,
September 1, 1884.

SIrR: In compliance with circular letter of July 1, 1884, I have the honor to submit
my third annual report of the affairs of the Devil’s Lake and Turtle Mountain Res-
ervations.

.

DEVIL’S LAKE.
THE RESERVATION.

The Devil’s Lake Indian Reservation is situated on the south of ‘Devil’s Lake, or
Lake Minnewakan, and is described in the treaty with the Indians as follows:

Beginning at the most easterly point of Devil’s Lake, thence along the waters of saidlake to the most
westerly point of the same, thence on a direct line to the nearest point on the Cheyenne River, thence
down said river to a point opposite the lowest end of ‘“ Aspen Island,” and thence on a direct line to
the place of beginning.

A portion of this reservation is set apart for the use of the military post of Fort
Totten.

The reservation contains 230,400 acres of land, divided as follows: 150,000 of good
farm land, 20,000 timber, and the balance hills, small lakes, and alkaline flats. The
average rainfall for the last ten years is about 184 inches. The number of Indians
on the reservation is 864, who, up to June 30, 1684, drew a small ration. Provisions
have since been issued to the old and destitute only, and will not be issued to able-
bodied Indians in the future.

AGRICULTURE AND INDIAN INDUSTRIES.

There are now 195 heads of families located on individual claims cultivating in the
aggregate 2,480 acres of land, viz, 1,262 acres of wheat, 393 of oats, 69 of corn, 65 of
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potatoes, besides about 300 acres of peas, beans, squash. pumpkins, cabhage, turnips,

&ec. Six hundred and eighty-three acres of new la 1d have been broken this year, prinei--
pally on that portion of the reservation lately relinquished by the military under-

General Orders No. 49 of 1883, from the headquarters of the Army, reducing the Fort
Totten Military Reservation. The season has b:en good for both grain and vegeta-

bles, and the approximated yield per acre is as follows: Wheat, 20 bushels; oats, 50-

bushels; corn, 60 bushels; potatoes, 150 bushels. Beans, peas, turnips, onions, and
other vegetables are in good yield.

We commenced our harvest, which is not vt finished, with 7 Government self-
raking reapers, and 12 self-raking (McCormick’s Advance) reapers and 3 self-binders;

the 12 McCormick’s Advance and 3 self-binders v-ere purchased by the Indians out of-

money paid to them by the Government for wocd delivered at the schools, and for
wheat purchased of them by the Government to be made into flour for the Turtle
Mountain Chippewas; of the total amount paic them, viz, §1,813, $1,370 was spent
in the purchase of these machines. ‘Sipto,” our best farmer, purchased a self-raker
himself. At my suggestion the Indians formed lubs, and thus Icahtake and his two
sons purchased one; Insnusapa, his son and nsighbor, one, and so on, the largest
contributor having charge of the machine, anil the preference of first use. Three
Indians, Wahacankato, Hehakamanza, and Ean:pehamani also purchased a McCor-
mick self-binder and have done good work with it both for themselves and neighbors
since harvesting commenced, charging their nei shbors 13 bushels of wheat per acre
for cutting and binding. The Indians are strair ing every nerve to cut their grain
before it becomes too ripe, but I am afraid son e will be wasted by over-ripening.
We could use 10 or 12 more machines to geod ac vantage, as the grain all ripens at
once. Itis my intention to have every four or five men own an interest in a ma-
chine, and clubs are already formed to purch:se about 20 from the sale of wheat
and down timuer.

The Indians are very anxious to know if the Great Father intends to purchase
their wheat again this year for making flour to -eed the Chippewas. The Sionx and
Chippewas have been enemies from time immen orial, until a few years ago, and the
Sioux feel proud that they are now able to raise grain to feed their old enemies, and
often speak of it. They informed Inspector Gaidver, when here a short time ago, in
proof of their civilization and advancement, tht ** instead of going on the war-path
to procure Chippewa scalps, we stay at home a1 d till the soil, and furnish, from onr
surplas, bread tfor the Chippewa, for we are instructed by our missionaries of the
black gown to forgive our enemies and love 01e another, so you can see with your
own eyes that we are farmers and trying to be C hristians also.”

The down timber of the reservation and dry buftalo bones have furnished the In-
dians quite a source of revenue during the past year, which has been especially ac-
ceptable to those who have not flour enough t» last them nntil their new crop is

ground. The wood is cut at intervals of leisire from farm work, and the bones.

gathered principally by the women and childre 1 and disposed of to the traders when
they come to the store to trade. The amountp: id these Indiaus by the trader during
the past year for sundries is as follows: 'Wood, § ,750; freighting, $415 ; hauling hay,
$562.505 150 tons of buffalo bones, $1,050; pe tries, $470; grain, $250; bran, $70;
making a total of $4,567.50. The amount paid them for freighting agency supplies
was $1,670.88.

Each Indian, who has work cattle, is taxed t #o cords of wood for the use of the
engine at the grist-mill, and as each man delive 's his wood the name is taken down
and his grain ground in the order and rotation a; the name appears on the list; thus,
10 bushels each until all are served once round, then 20 bushels, and the third timne
round all the grain not wanted by the Indians :or seed or to dispose of. There is no
provision or funds allowed to pay a miller, which necessitates the tolling of the grain
at the mill, which has been at the rate of 10 pe1 cent.; the toll is afterwards ground
and disposed of to the best advantage, and the ¢ xpense of running the mill paid from
the proceeds. The total receipts from the sale o- toll and a little custom work (grind-
ing grain for citizens) amounted during the yea: to $573.66. A miller was employed
134 days at $3 per day, so, after paying for his s rvices, we had a balance of $17.66 to
be carried to ‘“ miscellaneous funds account.” “Vith another wheat stone for the first
reduction of the grain the capacity of the mill v ill be doubled, which will reduce our
running expenses nearly one-half. Under instri ctions from the Indian Office, 1 have
requested authority to make certain improvemerntsin the mill, including the purchase
of this wheat stone, and I trust the authority will be received in time to have the
improvements made and the stone put in place, so as to be available for use this fall
when the mill is started up.

To provide a home market for the surplus gra n of the reservation, I induced Mr.
Palmer, the trader, to bid for the contract to furnish the flour for the agency and
schools for the present year, which contract he ;. ecured, and will purchase the wheat

from those Indians who may have it to spar.. The wheat will be ground at the.

agency mill, Mr. Palmer paying the usual price per bushel for grinding. This will
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secure a better quality of flour for less mouey than it is possible to get under any or-
dinary contract, as a first-class quality of flour can be made at our mill at a cost of
not more than $2.50 per hundred. There is no good reason why, in a year or so, we
-cannot furnish the flour required by the post commissary for the use of troops at the
garrison. The engine at the mill is run by a young Indian who lives close by, and

as charge of the mill the year round ; he has worked in the blacksmith’s shop and
-at the mill sawing, until he has learned the business pretty thoroughly. We had
-one Indian employed in the carpenter shop for some time. but for lack of funds could
‘not keep him the full year. We have also had a blacksmith’s apprentice (Indian), an
.assistant farmer (Indian), and a teamster and laborer (Indian). Carpenters are very
imuch needed to roof Indian houses, but there appears to be no money to pay them.

In the month of June I distributed 10 spans of working mares and 10 yoke of oxen
.supplied by the Department. The mares were issued to the most deserving and who
were likely to use them to the best advantage and benetfit, both to themselves and
neighbors. The oxen were issued to young men who have been expecting cattle for
:80me time, but could not be supplied. Ten more yoke would about supply our need
for oxen, as mares are more profitable and desirable, especially for issne to men who
have from $0 to 60 acres broken. The seasons are so short that work must be done in
-a hurry, and cattle are too slow. Ten or fifteen spans of mares issued every year
would stimulate the Indians greatly by issuing to those who have or may have the
Jargest number of acres under cultivation. There are about 15 more farmers on the
prairie to whom mares should be issued next season, as their farms are sufficiently
Jarge to use horses to good advantage and profit.

AGENCY BUILDINGS.

There are no quarters at this agency fit for an employé to live in. All the buildings
used as quarters, shops, office and store rooms, except the agent’s dwelling and a
.smwall log-house, were put up in 1267 by the military out of logs as temporary quarters
until the present brick buildings at the garrison were completed. The old log build-
ings were afterwards turned over to the Indian Department for the use of the agency
and have been roofed and patched up year after year until they are now in such a
-state of decay and dilapidation that itis impossible to make them habitable or safe,
and some are likely to tumble down any time, especially the storehouse, blacksmith
and carpenter shops, office, and one set of quarters occupied by the Indian assistant
farmer. The side walls are liable to cave in or out at any time, and some accident
may be the result. Many of the logs are so rotten that they can be kicked to pieces.
Plans and estimates were submitted to the Indian Office last year for the number and
description of buildings for employés and shops, and I am now informed that but
$4,000 can be allowed during this fiscal year for the construction and repairs at this
.agency. I am making efforts so’ as to make the money go as far as possible, but I
shall only be able to get one set of quarters, office, and probably the carpenter’s and
blacksmith’s shops built with this small amount. I am afraid, however, that it is
too late now to commence building, and that we will have to be content by getting
the material on the spot to be able to make an early start in the spring.

INDIAN POLICE.

There is nothing new to say on this subject, as the question of an increase of pay,
has been urged and discussed in all its bearings. There is no doubt that the efficiency
.of the police force would be improved if the pay was any object, but $5 a month is
not much of an object, and to discharge a man for neglect of duty who only receives
this small remuneration for his services would not be much of a punishment; how-
ever, the members of this agency force perform their duties as well as cin be expected
under the circumstances.

INDIAN JUDGES.

These men are of great assistance to the agent in keeping the Indians under proper
restraint and enforcing the laws published by the Department for the punishment of
-offenses, for without their assistance the facts in the cases would never be got at.
“It takes a thief to catch a thief,” and it requires an Indian lawyer to sift an Indian’s
statement and the evidence of Indian witnesses. Crimes and much petty trouble are
prevented because the Indians know that the true factsin the case wiil be understood
and learned by the Indian judges, whereas a white man could be fooled, as they ex-
press it. The system also relieves the agent of much disagreeable work and odium in
~connection with the daty of imposing fines or imprisonment upon offenders.

I have divided the reservation into three school districts, and the judge residing in
.such district is responsible for the attendance at school of the children in that district.
_If these men were under pay the task of keeping children at school would be a less
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ardunous one. During the year the judges have 1ried forty-two cases, and passed sen-
tence of imprisonment or fine upon thirty-four ¢ flenders; none of the cases were of a
serious nature, but principally arising from dispu jed claim boundaries and woodlands,
damages by cattle to crops, illicit courtship, anc other minor offenses.

MORALS.,

The morals of the people are fast improving uder the tdaching and example of our
missionaries and sisters. Rev. Jerome Hunt, of the Order of St. Benedict, is an elo-
quent preacher in the Sioux language, and under his management a society of St.
Joseph has been organized ; the members provid :d themselves with scarfs, which they
wear when, on their monthly meetings, they pioceed to the church in a body to re-
ceive holy communion. Mrs. Cramsie purchasel material and made a banner for the
society, to be used on these occasions, on which is inscribed in the Dakota language
¢« St. Joseph’s Wica Okoda ku ci ye.” On thes¢ monthly meetings it is truly an edi-
fying and encouraging sight to see men, young and old, who have promised to dis-
card and abandon all Indian habits and custon s, banded together with the avowed
purpose of mutual help and brotherly love, and, under the banner of the cross, strug-
gling to elevate themselves and people to a higher and Christian civilization. It is
said by one of the heathen philosophers that the gods can see no sight so sublime as
a poor.man struggling with adversity, and may we not hope that the God of Love
will smile in approval and bless and strengthen - hem in their good purpose and work ?

MISSIONARY W )RK.

The following is the report of the missionary in charge:

The grea,tér number of the Indians on the reservation belong to the Catholic church. The mission
ig intrusted to the care of the Benedictine Fathers and 1he Sisters of Charity, or Gray Nuns of Mon-
treal. If missionaries have been successtul in truly ch ‘istianizing the Indians, it has been done to
a great extent on this agency. The tribe of Sioux living here, having formerly been addicted to idol-
atrous worship, superstition, and fantastic dancing, ha' e entirely given up those abominable prac-
tices. They now adhere to the practices of the Christia 1 religion with greater tenacity than they did
to their former mode of worship.

Polygamy is done away with; marriages are solemnize 1 in the presence of the whole congregation.
Since July, 1883, the marriage ceremonies of the church have been performed over 25 couples; in the
year before 22 marriages were solemnly contracted. Th : baptisms since last July amount to 94.

The new church now in use was erected last spring at a cost of $800, all the savings of the mission
being used towards its erection and furnishing. The y«ung men, and some of the old, have formed
themselves into a society, the aim of which is to show by example and good conduct that they lead a

ood, Christian life. to go around and instruct the ignor: nt, to visit and help the sick, and from the
g\mds of their small treasury procure all necessaries for those who are in need. and the aim of said
society is also to stand united in overthrowing all the cld Indian practices and rooting out the last
remnants of the traditions of their forefathers.

The Sundays are kept here as the Lord’s day should be zept. Even during the severe winter months
the native worshipers come in from a distance of twelv > or fourteen miles in conveyances, many be-
ing the slow ox team. No profane language is heard, nc enmities seem to exist, drunkenness is some-
thing that is not heard of here. Alllive in mutual harn ony, and show the beneficial fruits of a good,
Christian influence.

I inclose also the missionary report of a native missionary, who is laboring with
earnest and commendable zeal for the material and spiritual welfare of his people.

SURVEY OF THE RE:.ERVATION.

We are now making arrangements with a vievr to having a portion of the reservation
subdivided into 40-acre tracts where portions f timber and claim boundaries are in
dispute. This will prevent much trouble and annoyance for the agent and at the
same time satisty the Indians that the Great F ather intends to keep faith with them
by giving each man his own piece of land for iimself.

SCHOOL BUILI INGS.

The necessity for a new building to take the place of the one destroyed by fire has
been so often urged and brought to the notize of the Department by myself and
others in special reports that nothing new can be said on the subject.

BOYS’ INDUSTRIAL | CHOOL.

Following is the report of Rev. Jerome Hunj, principal teacher of this school:
On September 1, 1883, our school commenced with 24 scholars, but during the month 11 boys were

transferred to an industrial boarding school for boys a- Feehanville, 111., and 4 boys from the sisters’’

school to my school. The farm attached to our school consists of 20 acres which is worked by boys
ander the direction of the industrial teacher, who ins ructs and explains the diﬂk}rent manners of
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planting and tending such varieties of vegetables and grain as is usually raised on a farm or garden in
this country. Suflicient vegetables of good quality have been raised for the use of the school during the
coming winter ; the amount and kind of each variety will be found in the accompanying statistical
eport. During the months when farm work is in progress the pupils are principally employed in the
fields and gardens, three hours a day being devoted to study. In the winter six hours are spent in
the school-room (except by those whose turn it is to do out-door work), and the evening devoted to
exercises in vocal and instrumertal music and recitations. Nearly all have made good progress in
learning to read and write English, it being the only language taught or allowed in the school. No
questions are answered or privileges allowed to any scholar unless English is used in making the re-
uest. All the pupils take regular turns in attending the stock, cutting and hauling wood and water
or both schools, and if better school accommodations were had there is no reason that the Indian
youths attending this school, should not, in a few years, have learned the English language, and be
a8 industrious and regular in their habits as white children of the same ages in similar institutions.

INDUSTRIAL BOARDING-SCHOOL FOR BOTH SEXES,

This school is for children of both sexes, viz, girls of all school-going ages, and
boys who are yet too young to be sent to the boys’ school. It is under the manage-
ment of the Sisterhood of the Order of Grey Nuns of Montreal. The report of the
principal of the school is herewith inclosed.

CONCLUSION.

The Indians are beginning to see and understand the necessity for, and independ-
ence accruing to, themselves by labor, and are doing all in their power, as far as they
know and understand, to better their condition, and if they are not successful it is
through ignorance and not for want of the disposition. They are now in the most
critical period of their existence, being thrown upon their own resources and indus-
try to gain a livelihood. That they do double the amount of work necessary to ac-
complish this end, is a fact, but owing to their ignorance and inexperience in many
important details of farming, and in which, with the limited number of white em-
ployés (farmers), it has been impossible to give them the proper and necessary instruc-
tions, a good deal of their labor is thrown away.

There should be allowed a good, practical, experienced white farmer to every 25 In-
dian farmers at least. If this could be done a reservation could be conducted as an
extensive Government farm, using the superabundance of Indian muscle intelligently
and with as good results as the other extensive and bonanza wheat and stock farms
of Dakota. I wonder if Mr. Dalrymple, or other managers of large farms in Dakota,
having a thousand people to clothe and feed, would send them into his fields without
first assuring himself that there were good and competent men to see that the work
was done and done properly. Not until an agent can use his own judgment and
have a voice in selecting the number and description of employés required at his
agency, which he algne knows are most needed and useful, will the advancement of
the Indians be otherwise than slow and up-hill work. The chances are that they
will exist for a time in extreme poverty, with all its entailing vices, especially as we
are now surrounded by settlements and the intercourse with whites will daily in-
crease, and experience has proven that Indian morals and character are not always
elevated by the association.

Profitable employment on the reservation farms will keep the Indians at home, and
instead of idleness, the mother of sin and crime, industry, prosperity, content and
virtue will be the result. It is often said reproachfully that an Indian is lazy and
improvident, and it is so from a white man’s standpoint. Our civilization, with its
innumerable branches of industries and honors, stimulates a white man and creates
an ambition which is natural and inbred by his education and inheritance. Hundreds
of years have elapsed in making this progress, step by step, and the same years have
rolled by and made the Indian, under different circumstances and surroundings, of
necessity appear improvident. The actual causes that have produced the improvi-
dent Indian have ceased to exist, and circumstances render it necessary that the In-
dian, in order to live, shall adopt the habits and customs of civilized man. At best
civilization will be slow and success will depend ultimately upon the amount of in-
struction imparted in the schools and on the farm.

TURTLE MOUNTAIN.

The Turtle Mountain Reservation consists of two townships which form the south-
eastern portion of the mountain, and contain sufficient arable land and also sufficient
timber for the use of the Indians and mixed-bloods. Thirty-one families of renegade
Chippewa Indians are located on the reservation and vicinity ; they are from the res-
ervations in Minnesota and Dakota. There are also about 1,200 mixed-bloods so
located who claim and imagine the Government should feed, clothe, and supply all
their wants. Ten thousand dollars have been expended during the past year for the
benefit of these Indians and half-breeds, in provisions and agricultural implements,
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including 20 yoke of work-oxen. A warehouse, at a cost of $400, has been erected,
and a farmer’s services engaged for a year to instruct them in farming and care for
the provisions and Government property on the reservation.

If poverty and ignorance in an abject form is to be found in this world, I know of
no better place to seek it than among the half-l reeds of Turtle Mountain. With but
few exceptions the half-breeds have lived on th> buffalo all their lives, and now that
their means of subsistence have all disappeared I cannot tell how they are to make i
living without having assistance in the beginning. Fifty thousand dollars’ worth of
stock and farming implements would hardly su »ply their wants, and without it they
will starve or be compelled to steal. Unless generous aid and instruction are fur-
nished these people, the near future will see ou - jails and penitentiaries filled to over-
flowing with their prolific rising generation.

Mixed as the half-breeds and Indians are on the same reservation and locality, I
can see no prospect of doing any great good for the Indians. Liquor the half-breeds
will and can get, and the liquor might just as ~ -ell be sold to the Indian, for he can
procure it from the half-breed, and the officials of the Government will be smart in-
deed if they find out how the Indian obtains it or who furnishes it. As the matter
now stands, I can see no other solution of the complicated troubles than by placing
the Indians on the reservations where they be ong, in Minnesota, and issuing the
necessary animals and implements to the ha f-breeds to enable them to make their
own living, and throw open the reservation to jettlement; they must then take their
chances with the white man and his laws by ‘¢ hoeing their own row,” every man
for himself.

Father Malo, a missionary priest, has labored hard under great privations and want
to procure assistance for these people. During the last year he has conducted a day
school, under contract with the Department, b 1t what arrangements have been m:de
for schools there this season 1 have not been officially informed. T understand, how-
ever, that a contract has been let for a boarding school, and four Sisters of Mercy {rom
Rochester, N. Y., engaged to take charge and t-ach. :

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectf illy, your obedient servant,
JOHN W. CRAMSIE,
United Slates Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

U:ITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Fort Be thold Agency, Dakota, August 5, 1884.

Sir: In compliance with instructions conta ned in letter from the honorable Com-
missioner, under date of July 1, 1884, I have the honor to submit this my annnal re-
port in reference to the affairs pertaining to thisagency. From the fact of my assum-
ing charge of the affairs of this agency on Majy 1 last, I do not consider that my short
experience warrants my giving an extended ‘ecapitulation of the year’s work, but
will endeavor to note that which has come under my immediate notice for the short
time I have been here. .

This reservation was set apart by an Execut ve order as thehome of the Arickarees,
Gros Ventres, and Mandan Indians. It is haidsomely situated, with the Missouri
River almost equally dividing it, and is co1iposed of some of the most productive
land in Dakota. This area comprises both hills and prairie land, which renders it
particularly adaptable for stock-raising and f: rming pursuits in general.

There are now 1,202 Indians on the ageney records, regularly drawing weekly ra-
tions as follows:

ATICKATEES - o oo ceeeae cmaecscccas smmmce see *smccesscmmmnancocsancons onnns 544
GTo8 Ventres. ... cccecccece tamenesamceecccecs sasamcacases teemene mmem e 347
MADNAANS - - o oo cemeeameecccoecamennmmmms aee e-eeeseemssaemes e s s 311

TObA] . - e e o e cecesmemes amcmaccecees meameecs-stessmeme-casos sazans 1, 202

In addition to this number, I am informed t1at_there are some 200 Gros Ventres
and Mandan Indians belonging to this agency at Fort Buford, distant 120 miles west
from here, to which place they seceded owing to some difficulty regarding chieftain-
ship. I am told, also, that they are desirous of returning and resuming the same rela-
tions as before. ’

The Indians this year have had several counils rejoicing over the plenteous crops,
which is due to copious rains which have fallen since planting season, an increase
over last year of 4.22 inches, and which has gi+en them crops never before experienced
on this reservation. The total number of acres actually under cultivation, will, I
think (if actually surveyed), reaeh 900. Duwiing this season 95 Indians have sown

o L J
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wheat, and 66 have sown oats, showing an increased desire over last year on their
part to be independent and possess grain for themselves. They have sown some
400 acres of wheat, 150 acres of oats, 300 acres of corn and potatoes, 25 acres of
beans, which, estimated, will yield some 8,000 bushels of wheat, 6,000 bushels oats,
7,500 bushels potatoes, 6,250 bushels corn, and 375 bushels beans. From reports
brought to us by visitors to, and passers through, the reservation, we have reason to
be pleased and encouraged, for it is their universa) expression that our crops are the
finest they have seen. The fact of this year of abundant crops has awakened a desire
in the minds of many of those Who have thus far shown no evidence of work, and they
are applying for allotments, that they too may reap the fruits of labor.

Of the three tribes here, the Arickarees I consider the most progressive from what
I have seen, and seem to have a clear idea of what the future will be for those who
pursue an industrious course, and, taking them as a tribe, they are much more indus-
trious than the others, and more faithful to their work. This fact produces more
or less of a strife between the tribes, and the industrious disposition on the part of
The Rees has been very beneficial in bringing the others to see results and benefits of

abor.

While it is a fact that there are many young Gros Ventres roaming about the camp
costumed in the original Indian style, yet I think I can see a healthy growing dispo-
sition to become, as they say, *¢ white men,” anxious to learn and assume their ways.
Were it not for constant fear of the Canadian Chippewas, who have avowed them-
selves their deadly enemies, and who frequently make raids upon them, stealing their
ponies, and otherwise plundering them in a wholesale manner, they would feel much
more inclined to break away from their close tribal relations and take land in sever-
alty, and become independent farmers, but they still cling to the instructions of their
ancestors. and are huddled together at the village, feeling safe and protected. No-
ticing this development, we have broken 200 acres of prairie land, which will be

. allotted to them in 5-acre lots, next spring, which will add forty farmers to our list.

During the month of June we sawed for Indian use and repairs 18,041 feet cotton-
wood lumber, and ground 34,020 pounds wheat flour from .agency grain, and 20,871
pounds flour raised by Indians.

The boarding-school connected with this agency was opened for the reception of
pupils December 17 last with 24 names on the rolls, preparations having been made
for 48. On July 1 we reported 52 pupils, being an excess of 4 of the original prepa-
rations, and has made the quarters rather crowded. We are hoping, however, every
day to be authorized t(}]so enlarge our school building as to accommodate 150 ; in
this event I apprehend no trouble in filling the full complement before another year.

The boys at the school are instructed in farming in all its branches, as well as the
use of carpenter’s tools. The girls are taught cooking, sewing, and household duties
in general, and during the short time they have been under instructions show signs
of marked progress. Besides these of ourown school, we have two at Hampton Normal
Institute and three at the mission school at Santee, Nebr.

The missionary work here seems progressive. Rev. C. L. Hall, resident missionary,
seems indefatigable in his efforts, and I should think much good must be the result
of his labors. The average attendance =t chapel each Sabbath I am told is 53. The
audience is composed of a few whites. The exercises are in both the Indian and
English language. o

I hope at the time for submitting my next annual report to be better enabled to
give a more concise and intelligent idea of the affairs under my charge.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. ABRAM J. GIFFORD,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

PINE RIDGE AGENCY, DAKOTA,
September 1, 1884.

SIR: I have the honor to submit my sixth annual report as agent for the Indians
of Pine Ridge Agency, Dakota. . )

There has been an average of 8,300 Indians present and carried on the rolls of the
agency during the past twelve months, of which 7,800 were of the Ogalalla and
mixed Sioux bands, and 500 of the Northern Cheyennes, these latter Indians having
been increased in numbers by the arrival, in September, 1883, of about 360 men, wo-
men, and children from the Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency in the Indian Territory,
which was the last remnant of the Northern Cheyennes—about 1,000 in Dumber—
originally transferred to the Indian Territory from Northern Nebraska, after their
capture in the Sitting Bull campaign in 1876-'77.
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THE NORTHERN CHEYENNES.

These Indians remain in the non-progressive :ondition peculiar to them for several
years past. They do not build or live in houses, farm, or send their children to school,
considering themselves in their aboriginal egosism superior to the white man who
works for a living. I have been associated wirh them more or less for the past eight
years, and can observe no change in them sine> they surrendered from the war-path
in 1877. During the few years they lived with their southern brethren in the Indian
Territory they were a positive detriment to tlie latter, and now transferred north,
with the hope that they might settle down and change their ways, they prove just as
much of a detriment to the Sioux of Pine Rid e, or the settlers of Montana, killing
cattle when game is scarce, setting fire to the y rairie for amusement or mischief, and
showing an utter disregard for past promises o:"-effort on their part to improve their
condition. As a floating population they are hare to-day and off for the Yellowstone
region in Montana to-morrow, where, after awhile, tiring of the precarious living to
be picked up hunting or stealing cattle, they r« turn fora time to their Great Father’s
store-houses at the agency. Thus they will ccutinue until a forcible expulsion from
Montana no longer affords them asylum there, and a curtailment of rations on the
part of the Government may by stern necessity force them to perform some labor for
their subsistence ; for, reason and theorize as ve may, the average Indian requires
a more solid argnment than mere talk and ad--ice to make him realize the necessity
of working for a living. To the above there are, of course, a few exceptions, and
they are entirely among the younger men.

THE SIOUX.

In marked contrast to the Cheyennes, the Sioux have progressed in a ratio com-
paring tavorably with that of the immediatel; preceding years, rapidly abandoning
the congregated manner of building their houses in villages, and scattering the same
up and down on the arable lands in the creek hottoms, so that they now occupy about
100 miles of creek bottoms. They have also m:.de great progress in abandoning many
of their old customs, noticeably that of

THE SUN DANCE,

which for the first time in the history of the ( galalla Sioux and Northern’ Cheyennes
was not held. The abandonment of such a }arbarous and demoralizing ceremony,
antagonistic to civilization and progress, as it has been proved, is a bright and prom-
ising event in the tribe’s struggle toward advi.ncement in the white man’s ways, and
for this credit and thanks are due the younger element among the tribe, having
encountered in so doing the opposition of the old and non-progressive Indians, It is
to be hoped that a firm stand on the part of t1e Government in the future will pre-
vent the reappearance of the sun dance. :

HOUSE-BUIL J)ING.

This important industry has kept pace with other improvements, and having built
100 new houses in 1882—'83, the Indians have built a corresponding number in 1883-'84,
and they now occupy over 700 comfortable an t substantial log buildings, and in ad-
dition to this many of the Indians have torn (down, rebuilt, and enlarged the houses
which were the first efforts of constructing wt ite men’s habitations; also, in many in-
stances, adding comfortable stables and outbi ildings, and all of this by their own in-
dividual labor.

STOCK-RAI JING.

Stock-raising has succeeded as well as coulc. be expected, many of the better class
of Indians now owning respectable sized herds, breaking in steers for work pnrposes,
and occasionally selling the increase to neighboring settlers, when in the opinion of
the agent the same is advisable. }

There have been a fow instances where evil -disposed Indians have, out of spite or
revenge, maimed or killed their neighbors’ cattle, but a prompt incarceration in the
agency guard-house at hard labor is rapidly teaching them a respect for other peo-
ple’s property. On the annual “ round up,” cr gathering of cattle, the Pine Ridge In-
dian now works in company with the stock nen of Nebraska and the Black Hills,
assisting each other in gathering and returaing their strays, so that where a few
years ago each party preyed on the others’ hcrses and cattle, now the most amicable
feeling prevails, and the Indian is welcome i1. the settler’s house, while the settler is

welcomed when visiting the reservation on business or pleasure. As the future of .
L
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the Indian will be his gradual adoption of the white man’s ways and absorption into
the general mixed population of the country, their friendly and neighborly intercourse
should be encouraged.

AGRICULTURE.

The Indians’ attempts at farming have succeeded better the past year than ever
before, there having been double the acreage under cultivation, and the return in
produce of all kinds has been such as to encourage the hope that in the future, under
more systematic and enlarged efforts, this may prove a valuable and bountiful agri-
cultural region, and the Sioux in farming and stock-raising attain a successful result
in his efforts at self-support.

DISTRICTING THE RESERVATION.

The recent liberality of the Government in appointing three special farmers for this
agency will enable me to adopt a scheme which I have long desired, that of dividing
the reservation into districts, under individual farmers, who will act practically as
subagents in superintending farming, stock-raising, and all improvements in their
separate districts.

Consultation of the accompanying map will show the reservation to be of a nature
an:l shape very favorable for such arrangement, the settled portion for 40 miles to
the northeast being equally and naturally divided up by the four streams traversing
the region in a northwesterly direction and running parallel to each other, thus form-
ing the four districts of White Clay Creek, Wounded Knee Creek, Porcupine Creek,
and Medicine Root Creek, with a population of about 2,000 Indians in each, and with
two day-schools in the White Clay, two in the Wounded Knee, one in the Porcupine,
and one in the Medicine Root district. 'The farmers residing on and supervising the
work in their respective portions should work great improvement as compared with
the past, where the Indians, through lack of proper instruction, had, to a great ex-
teut, to work out their own salvation.

FREIGHTING.

This industry, as conducted by the Indians, has been equally successful as com-
pared with the past, there having been over 500 wagons employed in freighting from
the railroad terminus at Valentine, Nebr., from which point they transported about
3,000,000 pounds of Government and traders’ freight, earning in cash about $40,000;

" and, in addition to the above, our Indians have tried the experiment of

FREIGHTING WHITE MEN’S SUPPLIES

to Custer and other towns in the Black Hills, a distance of 200 miles from Valentine,
Nebr., and have succeeded in hauling about 100,000 pounds through, for which they
were paid $2 per hundred, and are now en route to Valentine for a like amount, with
the promise of more in the future. It is gratifying to know that these very Indians,
who but a few years ago desolated the homes of the Black Hills settler, killing their
women and children, are now trusted in hauling in their own wagons valuable sup-
plies for these same settlers, with animals that in former times were war ponies and
are now broken in as draft-horses.

As an instance of the working ability and celerity of these Indians as teamsters, I
will state that on Thursday morning two weeks ago Ileft the agency with twenty-five
mounted police’as a pioneer party and 100 Tndian freight wagons, to open up a new
anid direct roadjto Rapid City, in the Black Hills, about 100 miles distant, which town
has lately been selected as a flour-delivery point under the new contract. Striking
an old Indian trial, the Indians, by the use of pick and shovels, made a good road,
reaching Rapid City on Saturday evening. We rested over Sunday, loaded up 215,000
pounds of flour on Monday, and leaving Rapid City Tuesday afternoon, arrived with
the loaded train of 100 wagons back at the agency Friday morning. I question whether
white men could do better.

SUPPLIES.

The subsistence supplies have been excellent and compare favorably with those
used in the Army, and the prices paid have been low compared with market quota-
tions. The clothing and miscellaneous supplies have been good considering the low
prices paid. Under the contract system a cheap price purchases a cheap article.
Patriotism ana ‘“‘the love of the poor heathen’” will not induce the contractor to
furnish a better aticle than the market can afford for the price.
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CHURCH AND MISIONARY,

The Episcopal Church, under the supervision of its able and experienced bishop,
the Right Rev. William H. Hare, and the imm>diate management of the Rev. John
Robinson, has made such progress and so incieased its converts that an immediate
enlargement of the church edifice has become iriperative and will soon be carried out.
The Ogalallas, in their rapidly-changing condition, probably present to-day one of the
most promising fields for missionary labor to b found anywhere, but the difficulty of
securing not only the requisite funds, but people adapted for the work, forms a great
drawback. Ibisnot every Christian who imagines he hears a call to go and teach
and Christianize the aborigines that will make success of the undertaking.

EDUCATIO Y.

During the past year tive day-schools have been kept in active operation. The
sixth oue, located at the agency, having beer. discontinned on the opening of the
boarding-school, but as the necessity for incree sed school facilities immediately at the
agency 18 great, the day-school will be reopered. The five day schools in operation
kept up an average attendance of from 30 to 4) children each, and their progress was
good. ,

As soon as the other important work will :.llow time to attend to the matter five
additional day schools will be erected, as ther: is a greater demand for them, the only
drawback being the securing of reliable and ¢ ympetent teachers.

To be a successful day-school teacher requires a white person peculilrly adapted
for the position, isolated as their life is in ar Indian village, comparatively remote
from other white people, with the task of insts ucting children in alanguage of which
they are entirely ignorant, the teacher at the same time ignorant of the language of
the people he is located with, and in addition the race prejudices to overcome on the
part of the older people.

The question will be asked, Why not em sloy Indian graduates of our Eastern
schools, educated in the English language, to instruct their benighted people at the
agencies? The answer is, simply for the reas)n that up to date I have failed to find )
an educated Indian or half-breed possessing 1he requisite amount of backbone, dis- ‘
cipline, and judgment in his composition to fit him to fill successfully the independent
position of teacher in charge of a day-school r smote from the agency, and I have tried
several of them. These Indian graduates do well in subordinate positions in board-
ing-schools, in shops, and in outdoor industri:,l work instructing their people.

"The fault is not entirely with them, but lar rely with their own people, who, imbued ‘
with the ¢ Dennis Kearney ” feeling prevalent among the uneducated among all na-
tions, and particularly noticeable with the ‘olored and Indian races, immediately
become jealous of one of their fellows who by his individual efforts and perseverance
has risen above them in their condition of ignorance, and in consequence they will
not submit to the same control or instructions from him as they would from a white
person.

THE BOARDIN( -SCHOOL.

Our boarding-school opened in December last with 80 children, equally divided
between the sexes, and to date has been a mst decided success, under the able and
efficient management of the ladies in charge of the different departments.

In the school no servants have been emplyed, the entire labor in conducting the
same having been performed by the children, directed and assisted by the ladies in
charge. The teachers and assistants consis . of one principal teacher, one assistant
teacher, one matron, one cook or housekee jer, one seawstress, and one laundress.
The above employés were selected in Chicago with special reference to their having
education sufficient to instruct and direct, and at the same time health and willing-
ness to also labor, and although their work was hard and continuous at the begin-
ning, it is now very much lightened by the children’s acquired ability to perform the
~various household duties. In connection wita the boarding-school a large garden has
been conducted during the summer, where t 16 boys have been engaged in outdoor la-
bor, much to their advantage, also tae care ¢ f stock.

The school has from the very first, however, proved entirely inadequate in size and
outside appurtenances for industrial work, t1e extreme limit of the accommodations
being but 80 children, whereas on opening he school over 200 applicants for admit-
tance presented themselves. In couseque1ce of this condition of affairs the de-
partment has very liberally allowed funds st ficient for an enlargement of the build-
ing to a capacity of 250, and the work is ncw under contract and being performed,
to be completed January next. :

In addition to the above, instructions ha e been received from the department to
make up plans and estimates for industrial shops in connection with the school, to
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instruct the boys in shoe and harness making, tailoring, wheelwright, blacksmith,
carpenter, and tin-shop work, which instructions are now being attended to. Con-
sidering the above facts, the school system at Pine Ridge should be a success in the
future, and the only hope for the survival of?‘ the Ogalalla Sioux made a certainty by
their rising generation being educated and trained in the road of the white man.

A matter quite noticeable in the diet of the boarding-school was the large amount
of meat required at first to satisfy the naturally carniverous appetites of the children
and the small amount of flour that sufficed them, and the fact that after a few weeks’
- sojourn in the school and study the amount of beef required diminished, and the
amount of beans, flour, and articles of vegetable diet increased. Does the unaccus-
tomed mental labor act as cause and effect in a meat- eating people?

MEDICINE.

Much good has resulted from the skill and energy of the agency physician, of whose
interesting subreport I would invite a perusal.

In this connection I would strongly urge as aids in the civilization of these people
the appointment of at least two assistant physicians, as it is not to be expected that
the physician with over 8,000 Indians to care for can give them any kind of attention
in their villages scattered out for 40 miles, his whole time being occupied in office
practice or attending the wants of those in the immediate vieinity of the agency.

With the American Indian, as with other savage nations, the native medicine-man
combines the calling of physician, priest, and prophet. He is, above all others, bar-
barism personified, and is fhrough his influence over a superstitious following, one of
the principal obstacles in the way of civilization. Therefore no effort or means should
be neglected to destroy his influence and himself in his peculiar capacity.

TRADERS.

We have now on the reservation seven white and three full-blood Indian trading
stores, with a probable increase in the future in the number in distant villages.

PUBLIC HIGHWAY.

There was opened during the past year, under the Sioux agreement of 1876, a pub-
lic road through the center of the reservation, running northwest from Valentine,
Nebr., the railroad terminus, down Porcupine Creek to the Black Hills. The opening
of the road naturally met the strong opposition of some of the Indians, but as the
agreement signed by the Indians provided for it, there was no way of preventing.
There are no doubt objections to the road, but on the other hand it tends to bring
the Indians more or less in contact with civilization and intercourse with the outside
world; a thing they will soon have to come to in any event, and up to date I have
seen nao evil resulting.

POLICE.

The Indian police, 50 in number, have been a credit to the agency, and have, if
anything, increased their efficiency over that of former years, and I have yet to note
a case where officer or private has been neglectful of his duty or insubordinate. Of
the 50, one of the non-commissioned officers, acting as sergeant of the gnard, with four
privates, is on duty at the agency guard-house day and night for a weék, and is then
relieved by a fresh detail, the balance of the force being scattered out on duty at the
villages, each of which is provided with a sergeant in charge.

With this distribution of police over the reserve it is impossible for any conspiracy
to be concocted or trouble arise which cannot be “nipped in the bud,” as it is possi-
ble in an emergency to throw the whole force into any district on a day’s notice. The
police are simply invaluable; they could not be efficiently replaced by troops, and
the reservation, in the changing condition toward civilization, with an increasing
amount of property at stake, could not be managed without them. The Indian police~
man carries ont his orders to a dot, and, unlike many of his white models East, he is
no respecter of persons. The Eastern ¢ philanthropist” or Western cowboy, the Indian
chief or ordinary “buck,” is all the same to him in the line of his duty. ‘“Poor Lo,”
as a guardian of the peace, feels that the agent will assume all responsibility. And
all of this he does for the munificent allowance of $5 per month.

THE COURT OF INDIAN OFFENSES.

I regret to report that the court of itself has been a failure, and not from any op-
position on the part of the majority of these Indians to law and order, but from an
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inherent dqfect in the proposed composition of the court, which, in the absence of funds
to employ regular Indian judges, provides that she threeé senior ofticers of the police
shall act in that capacity without extra compen iation. Asareply to the proposition
I will but quote the words of Standing Soldier, first lieutenant of police :

Father, we have served the Government and our people faithfully for tive years. TIn protecting life
and property and adopting the white man’s ways we have risked our lives and incurred the enmity
of many of our people, and for that service we, as commis sioned officers of the police receive but $8
per month and furnish our own horse, while the enlisted )rivate white soldier is paid $15 per month
and is supplied with a horse. Now, to act as judges over our people and condemn them to punish-
ment wheu necessary will still further endanger our lives and increase their enmity, and we will be
paid nothing in addition therefor, and we do not think th: t it is well to have the same man that acts
as judge also act as policeman and perform the punishme¢nt. They tell me that is not the way the
white man manages his own court. We are still willing to remain as policemen, hoping the Great
Father will some time give us more pay for our service.

The police declining to serve as judges, no court 1as been appointed, butin the absence
of same, the more progressive Indians have orgaized what they term ‘‘a permanent
board of councilmen,” made up of delegates from the different villages, electing by reg-
ular ballot ¢ Young-man-afraid-of-his-horses” prsident, with additional officers. The
board propose to assume general supervision and management for their people, try and
condemn offenders, &c. The scheme has been in « peration but afew weeks. They meet
regularly every fortnight, and oftener if necessa 'y. I have already in the agency safe
$10 deposited to the credit of the board by a yo ing Indian, who abandoned his wife
for a handsome girl. He having been found g iilty, was tined $10, or thirty days in
the house of correction at hard labor. I expect much good from the movement.

¢ PROTECTION OF PROPERTY, D ERSON, AND LIFE.”

In this connection I will invite attention to th:following article of the Sioux agree- .
ment made between the Sioux tribe of Indians ind the United States, September 26, ' (
1876, and ratified by act of Congress February &3, 1877. ) |

ART. 8. The provisions of the said treaty of 1868, exce >t as herein modified, shall continue in full
force, and with the provisions of this agreement, shall aj pl% to any country which may hereafter be
occupied by the said Indians as a home, and Congress shal, by appropriate legislation, secure to.them
an orderly government; they shall be subject to the lavs of the United States, and each individual ‘
shall be protected in his rights of property, person, and 1. fe.

Also the two following sections, Rev. U. S. Statutes: ‘

SECT. 2145. Except as to crimes, the punishment of wh ch is expressly provided for in this title, the |
general laws of the United States as to crimes committec in any place within the sole and exclusiue
Jurisdiction of the United States, except the District of Columbia, shall extend to the Indian country. |

SECT. 2146. The preceding section shall not be construe | to extend to [crimes committed by one In- |
dian against the person or property of another Indian, nor to] any Indian committing any offense in the o
Indian country who has been punished by the local law s of his tribe, or any case where, by treaty |
stipulationls, the exclusive jurisdiction over such offenses, is, or may be, secured to the Indian tribes |
respectively.

About three years ago, at this agency, a young Indian named Spotted Elk, shot
another Indian named White Cow Walking do'vn in cold blood. The latter Indian
was unarmed. It was undonbtedly a case of 1nprovoked murder, and so acknowl-
edged by the Indians. A short time after, Crow Dog killed Spotted Tail at the neigh-
boring Rosebud agency, and other Indians hsve murdered each other since at that
agency. The offenders were tried and “‘punislied by the local laws of the tribe,”
fined a few head of ponies each, according to th2 custom of the tribe, and liberated.

The United States marshal, under treaty of ' 868 and article 8 of the Sioux agree-
ment of 1876, arrested Crow Dog and Spotte¢ Elk, and brought them before the
United States court at Deadwood, Dak., for t:ial. Crow Dog was found guilty of’
murder, and condemned to be hung. Asa test, the case of Crow Dog was carried up
to the Supreme Court at Washington, and last winter that tribunal ordered his lib-
eration, as, under the above quoted section 2146 Revised Statutes, the court at Dead-
wood had no jurisdiction. The two murdere:'s were set free and permitted to re-
turn to the reservation.

As a consequence, the Brule Sioux chief, Wh: te Thunder, the best friend the Gov-
ernment had at Rosebud Agency, was, at that : geucy, murdered last June by Young
Spotted Tail and Thunder Hawk, and nothing can be done with them, they having
been ¢ punished by the local laws of the tribe,” and paid their ponies. More mur- .
ders will necessarily follow, there being no fear of the law to prevent the same. An
educated and civilized man, a missionary or t :acher, who may have spent years of
his life in the east, acquiring an education to )ecome useful as an instructor to his
people, can, if he be so unfortunate as to have Sioux blood, even in part, in his
veins, be murdered on the reservation any tine, and the affair settled with a few
ponies, because, forsooth, it would be a ‘‘ crime committed by one Indian against an-
other.” The above facts form a sad commentar, 7 on our solemn promise of protection
to life, person, and property under article 8, :\greement of 1876, ratified by act of
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“Congress in February, 1877. Advance in civilization and protection under the law -
should go hand in hand.
. The reservation generally has been remarkably free from crime, and notwithstand-
ing the opening of the public highway and the rapid settling up of the neighboring
-State of Nebraska, intoxication is a thing unknown.
P I ex(};end thanks to the employés generally for assistance rendered and labor per-
ormed.

Appreciating the firm support extended to me by the Department, and sincerely
hoping the Secretary of the Interior and Commissioner of Indian Affairs under the
‘mext administration may be as practically successful in the management of the ¢ prob-
dem” as the present incumbents,

I am, very respectfully,
V. T. McGILLYCUDDY,
United States Indian Agent.
‘The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

ROSEBUD AGENCY, DAKOTA,
August 25, 1834.

SIR: I have the honor to present herewith my annual report of the condition of af-
fairs at this agency for the past year in accordance with your instructions.

I am gratified to be able to say that the desire to progress and advance in white
man’s ways and follow the wishes of the Great Father, as expressed to me at the time
of my assuming charge two years ago by the chiefs and headmen of the different
bands of Indians at this agency, has been fulfilled to a commendable degree; cer-
tainly not all that could be desired or perhaps expected from Indians in localities
where the surroundings wounld have an influence, but under all circumstances consid-
ering previous condition, with the strong influences in the contrary direction, not dis-
appointing. There is anincreased in¢lination to citizens’ clothing, more industry, and
a more quiet and respectful demeanor at and about the agency than formerly; if not
less objectionable practices, they are at least kept more private, showing the knowl-
edge of wrong and the desire to keep them from public view. How far this extends
outside among the camps and villages it would be difficult to say. From personal
observation, with other evidence, I am inclined to believe civilization is making pro-
ress among this people, if but by slow degrees.

FARMS AND AGRICULTURE.

In speaking of the progress in agricultural work, it is not to be supposed that farms
among the Indians are referred to or from the white man’s standpoint. While there
are some few farms of from 10 to 80 acres each, part of which are cultivated in a cred-
itable manner by Indians of full blood (one at least having 25 acres, and others of 10
acres each of corn that would do credit to white men), with these exceptions the
so-called ‘‘farms” of the Indian vary from one-half an acre to 5 acres each. But,
however small, it is a step forward ; from these small beginnings larger efforts may
be hoped for. Many of these ‘‘farms” have been commenced the pastspring with the
aid and instruction of the agency farmer; also,in some cases the assistance of agency
teams in plowing for those unprovided with teams and tools. Many have been in-
duced to move from sand-hills and unproductive localities, where much the larger
portion of the Indians of this agency are still located, for the ounly reason that it is
near to wood and water, and not very distant from the commissary or base of supplies.
My effort has been to indnce them to change to more desirable locations, in a few in-
gtances with success. New camps have been formed, new ‘‘farms” commenced,
where some houses have been built, with a promise of permanency. Corn, potatoes,
and garden-seeds were received and distributed, care being taken to guard against an
improper use being made of them; it is not expected that all were planted, but it is
known that most were.

Fencing wire to the amount of 30,000 pounds was received and issued to those bav-
ing land under cultivation and posts set ready to make the fence, inclosing 1,075
acres. The insufficiency of quantity disappointed many applicants. It is hoped that
an additional supply may be received to fill the wants of all deserving applicants.
Mnuch discouragement occurs to the Indian who is not over careful in protecting his
field, when the crop is destroyed by roving cattle or ponies. Wire for a two-wire
fence was issued ; three wires would be more effectual, and in the end economical.

The services of the agency farmer have been appreciated and beneficial, he has
visited the various camps as much as possible, and at all times a welcome visitor;
many have profited by his instruction. The long- distance from the agency and the
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«camps from each other, with one farmer, necessarily make these visits less frequent,
and the sojourn at the camps shorter than desirisble or advantageous. I am recently
advised that three additional farmers are to be appointed for this agency for practical
work and instruction. I consider this a moven ent in the right direction; with men
adapted to the duty, who will take an intere:t in the work, good results may be
hoped for. I have no doubt of the Indians app ‘eciating these efforts in their behalf
and profiting thereby.

Crop returns to the Indians last year were generally good, encouraging many to
enlarge their efforts and others to follow the ex:.mple. The dry weather of midsum-
mer with severe hail-storms in parts of the re:ervation, have injured the growing
crop in some sections, causing some discourage uent, though not general. Although
this can never be claimed as an agricultural coutry, as stated in my last report, there
are redeeming qualities in the mnany small creeks on the bottoms of which good ara-
Dble land is found, and is being settled upon by t 1e most enterprising and progressive.
There is a growing inclination to locate and tal:e lands in severalty. Several have
an:lzlde application and received certificates, an e cample which many seem inclined to

ollow.

In renewing here the suggestions I had the Ionor to submit in my letter of Feb-
ruary 4 last, I am satisfied that no better plan or inducement can be made to these
people for permanent settlement on the lands a: long distances from the agency, and
if followed hope may be entertained for their be :oming self-sustaining to some extent
at no very remote period. The great obstacle t> overcome with these people is their
roving, unsettled disposition. An Indian will b1ild for himself a log house, plow and
fence a small tract of land. At the expiration o ' the season, if not before, he will take
the house down, or leave it and everything els(,to go to or with his relatives to an-
other locality, and do all the work over again for another season. Few retain the
same tract of land for more than a single yea:, breaking the sod for each crop. To
overcome this roving inclination and induce th-m to become permanent, taking lands
in severalty, I would respectfully recommend - he following plan: Select for a band
of these Indians lands in localities on the differ >nt creeks (of which there are several
in the country available for cultivation); builc. from two to three good, comfortable
houses for the chiefs or headmen (conforming ~vith article 6 of articles of agreement
with Sioux Indians September 26, 1876: * * * ¢The Government shall, with his
aid, erect a comfortable house on such allotmeat”), and furnish lumber to others to
enable them to copy from these; select and all»t to and fence for each family a tract
of land ; furnish oxen to cultivate the same, an 1 cows for stocking at this camp ; build
a school-house, with teacher’s residence (as sti julated for in article 5 of above agree-
ment and treaty of 1£68), and attach thereto a storehouse, the teacher to be superin-
tendent of the district in instructing the you g in school and the elders in farming
and all other work, under supervision of the a sency farmer, reporting their wants to
the agent.

As an inducement to permanent settlement at these camps at long distances from
the agency, I would recommend that the India s should be permitted to draw rations
for such period as the distance should warrant; otherwise that supplies be sent in
bulk to the camps and issued from the storel ouse there by the teacher, in weekly
issues, same as now at the agency, informing the Indians located at such camps that
they will be recognized by their homes at thiit camp, their rations issued to them
there and not clsewhere; that a removal will firfeit their rights at that locality, and
rations, if issued to them after removal at all. will be at the agency only. By this
plan I am assured Indians can be induced to xo from barren localities, where it is
impossible to help themselves in the way of cultivating the soil or herding stocl, and
where at present the largest number of those b :longing to this agency are living.

Since writing the foregoing letter I am more than ever convinced of the practica-
bility and success of the plan, if put into execu tion, being daily told that the Indians
will go to farming in permanent camps if they can have their rations so as not to have
to spend all their time coming to the agency fcr them. Three new camps have been
made at from 25 to 65 miles distant. Many ha 'e moved to camps already established.
All want rations for longer tie than one weel , and ask that their beef may ve given
to them alive for from one to thrree months, e:.ch camp to herd their cattle till such
time as they require them. The only objectior that can be raised to the proposition
would be that, having their wants supplied, tt ey might wander over or oft the reser-
vation, or that, being notedly improvident, th >y would consume what they had and
importune for more before the time had expired for which they had been supplied.
Discretion would have to be used in both cases. The objects and inducements to go
away do not exist as formarly. If improvidence led them to waste or consume their
substance it would not be practiced a second t:me when they found the supply would
not be renewed till the proper time, so teach ng providence for the future, a lesson
much needed, and when practiced will prove o 1e of their greatest benefits.

Agency removal has been spoken of and advised. A location for an Indian agency
could not easily be selected less appropriate, ¢r desirable, than this one. This is the
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expressed opinion and surprise of all who visit it; but it is here, and the mistake, if
any, made. Much money has been spent in the construction of buildings and im-
provements, which must be lost, and as much more expended in a new locality, if
changed. While a change of location would be desirable, and certainly pleasant for
all connected therewith, much more good could be accomplished for the Indians by
adopting the plan I have suggested, and by expending the money necessary for re-
moval in the proposed improverhents. It would be of little consequence, except as to
convenience, where the agency was situated, if the Indians were located in distant
camps, and were not required to come to the agency for supplies.

STOCK RAISING.

These Indians are giving more attention to stock raising than formerly. Quite a
number now have small herds, a few numbering from 50 to 100 head of cattle ; sev-
eral bave saved their beef issues, broken them to work, and have now good-looking
oxen from this saving,

The agency herd of beef cattle, as also those belonging to the Indians, fared well
during the past winter, it being favorable weather till about April, when the most
severe storm of the season prevailed and large numbers of stock died. While our
loss in stock cattle was heavy, it was not so severe as in surrounding herds, which in
some instances were almost annihilated.

Fifty yoke of work oxen were recently issued among the Indians who had made per-

manent settlements. More could have been distributed to very good advantage. It
was a small number to distribute among so many, and inclined to create dissatisfac-
tion when they knew so many more were given, with wagons, to their neighbors.
. The Indians are at all times anxious and ready to earn what they can by freight-
ing. They would be well pleased to be kept constantly at this work. There are five
applications at the office for every load of freight to be hauled. They do this work
faithfully and well. If furnished with the means, and there was the freighting to be
done, the road would show a steady stream of Indian teams. The freight from all
sources (agency and traders) at this agency for the past year has been 2,003,000
pounds, and the earnings therefrom $10,050.

SUPPLIES,

Both subsistence and annuity, have been ample and good. The flour might have
been better; it is hoped the new supply will be. The new contract price is lower,
but this should not imply a poorer quality. Savings in supplies have been made,
whenever practicable, with a proper regard to economy and actual wants. All such
are taken up at intervals and reported in the regular schedules, conforming with re-
ceipts taken for the same. Were these savings itemized, an aggregate large amount
could be shown. Solong as returns are made thereof in proper schedules it is not
thought necessary to enumerate the items or value. Five hundred thousand pounds
of beef cattle, value about $20,000, was transferred to Pine Ridge Agency, from my
supply on haud, which will necessitate my calling on the new contract earlier than I
otherwise would. The Indians have had their wants amply provided for until re-
cently. The receipt of new contract supplies being later than usual, has left me
without several articles of constant demand and necessity ; they are now arriving in
time to prevent dissension.

IMPROVEMENTS.

Among the improvements completed during the past year are the enlargement of
the physican’s quarters, giving him convenient and comfortable rooms for his family.
A new blacksmith shop has been built, detached from other buildings. This was
taken out of the building in which is the carpenter shop and agency stores, 8o giving
more security from accident by fire, and at the same time increased storage for tools,
implements, &ec., in the shop vacated. A new and commodious cattle corral, with
scale and weigh house, has been constructed—a much needed improvement, appreci-
ated by all. The machinery of the agency saw-mill was sent east, overhauled and
thoroughly repaired, and in part renewed. A wire fence some 30 miles long, at the
forks of Little and Big White Rivers, has been built, forming one side of a cattle
range; has proven very satisfactory andserviceable. Two school-houses, with teachers’
residences, have been erected at outside camps; these are convenient and well adapted
to their purpose. The general appearance of the agency proper is improved by needed
repairs.
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SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION.

The old dispensary building, converted into a school-house at the agency, was
ready for opening September, 1, 1883. Some delay was occasioned by the teachers en-
gaged declining, from different reasons, when notified. The opening was further de-
layed Ly ihe arrival of Captain Pratt to obtain icholars for the Carlisle, Pa., indus-
trial school. On his departure with 48 pupils tlis sthool was ¢pened, on November
5, 1883, with fair prospects. The room prepared v-as more than filled with 40 scholars,
and the second room prepared to accommodate (0. This was completed to within
one hour’s work on the 29th December, to be occt pied on the 31st, when, by the over-
heating of the stove-pipe by a young Indian 1iechanic working there at the time,
the ceiling boards caught fire. Prompt means wcre used, and, with listle damage, the
fire supposed to be entirely extinguished. Very early next morning the building
was discovered to be in flames beyond control wi h the meansat command; the build-
ing was soon in ruins. It was the oldest and least valuable building on the agency ;
was originally brought from Ponca; had been (onverted into and used for various
purposes. It is hoped that a new building will soon replace this one destroyed, in
time to commence school at the regular term, or very soon thereafter. Temporary
quarters were prepared in the house of the employés, with such furniture as was on
hand, and the school continued with fair success till Col. 8. F. Tappan, superintend-
ent of the Genoa, Nebr., Indian industrial schocl (who had been here for pupils for
about six weeks), was ready to leave for his school, on February 15, when most of the
scholars joined his company of 73 boys and girls and went with him. This so far de-
pleted our agency school that few scholars werc left. - It was some time before the
number was recruited again to a respectable attendance. The number attending the
agency school varied, as stated, from 40 to an average of 20, The irregularity in at-
tendance at agency day schools is proverbial; t1iis one has not been an exception;
but if left free from outside influence, I have no 1esitancy in saying it would be suc-
cessful and satisfactory.

The mission school of the Catholic Church was opened about January 1, by Rev. F'.
M. Craft, who reported an aggregate of 79 scholars; his three reports averaging 76,
daily attendence averaging 21. When this schol closed, February 20, none of the
children were allowed to attend the agency schcol. Certainly some corrective influ-
ence should be used to prevent a continuance of this practice; otherwise agency day
schools given entirely into this control. There 1 as been one mission school at Little
Qak Creek, under control of the Episcopal Church, with an attendance of 25, the teacher
holding regular church services; another at Black Pipe Creek lately commenced with
29 scholars. Both of these promise to be good sites for camp schools.

Oak Creek Camp school was opened February 25, with an attendance of 32, daily
average 25, almost every one of school age withi1 a radius of 3 miles having attended
quite regularly. Nightschool, three nights per v eek, has alsobeen held here for older
scholars, with an attendance of 20, certainly showing some interest in education in
this vicinity. Anotherschool-house and teacher’s residence has been erected at a new
camp, which is to be opened September 1 next. The expressed desire of the Indians
at the different camps to have schools in their vicinity, the attendance of young and
old, as well as the number sent away to various ¢ chools off the reservation, does credit
to these people, who, if left to themselves and their own volition on this subject, would
quite ignore education; but when the advantag s to their children are pressed upon
them, and persuasion used, they will comply an | send.

There is a decided reluctance to send away to:.chool for nany reasons, sickness and
death not the least, and the labor is great neces: ary to induce themto do so. The in-
variable answer to the request to send away is, “ We have been promised for a long

time by the Great Father that we should have a | oarding-school at this agency. Why
do we not have it? Have such a one built here as at other agencies and we will send -

our children. We do not want to send our chiliren from home.” What answer can
be made to this? I cannot make any, knowing - hat such promise has been made and
repeated, but notkept. Thenearest to its fulfilli ient is the purchase of part of the ma-
terial three years ago, and which is still held for that purpose; the holding, asI was told
at the Indian Office, of $15,000 for the building; t1 e repeated plans (the latest very elab-
orate); the selection of a site by a special agent sent expressly for that purpose ; the
advertising for bids for building, and the day fix :d for letting the contract—where the
matter has rested. Why are the Indians not rigi1t in asking, ‘“Why has not this build-
ing been built ?” and ¢ Why has not the oft-rep2ated promise been fulfilled ?” I am
advised that thisisthe only agency in the service not provided with a boarding-school,
though it is one of the largest. Why? )

Notwithstanding this reluctance to send their children away, and the difficulty in
persuading them to do so, the record of those se:1t to the different schools is commend-
able, especially as compared with former years. )uring my administration of affairs at
this agency, there have been sent off the reser ration to various schools as follows:
industrial school, Carlisle, Pa., 82; industrial school, Genoa, Nebr., 120 ; Lincoln In-




46 REPORTS OF AGENTS IN DAKOTA.

stitute, Philadelphia, 11; Catholic school, Yankton, Dak., 20; mission schools, 36;
O'Neil, Nebr., 4; making a total of those sent away of 273. Add those attending school
. on the reservation, making a total of 450 at school during the past two years.

It is expected that authority will be received to build four new camp schools, for
which application has been made, when the number of scholars in attendance at
school it is expected will be largely increased. Could board and lodging be furnished
in the vicinity of the schools, mgny would attend who are now prevented by distance:
of residence. Many such applications have been made.

HOUSE BUILDING,

to a commendable degree, has continued. Many of the poorer houses have been
rebuilt, others improved, and new ones erected. There is a notable improvement in
the construction of new houses; many old ones are but poor apologies, while some-
new ones would do credit to the early settlers of our Western country. The sawing
and issue of lJumber has been an incentive, and made a marked improvement in build-
ing. One hundred thousand feet of lumber has been made at Government expense:
and distributed. In addition to this the Indians havecut, hauled, and had sawed for
their own use over 1,000 logs, largely more than ever before, making over 100,000 feet
of lnmber, showing industry and a desire for improvement and com%ort in their dwell-
ings. There have been 200 houses improved and built during the past year, and at
present there is a total of 650 houses on this reservation. The aggregate quantity of”
Inmber sawed at the agency saw-mill this year, including that for Indians from In-
dian logs, is 240,000 feet. .

WATER SUPPLY.

No change has been made in supplying the agency with water. I consider the
present mode as not only expensive, but very unsatisfactory.

At the recent burning of the school building, but for the stillness of the wind materi-
ally greater loss would have been sustained than would cover the expense of perma--
nent water works and give ample protection to all buildings and property. The
building adjacent to the school-house destroyed was in great danger, exciting my
anxiety, without means to protect it or all buildings in the near vicinity, which, with
the high winds prevalent here, might and probably would endanger all buildings on
the agency; as it was, the situation was critical. I consider it my duty to impress.
upon the authorities the necessity of better protection and security.

DEATH OF WHITE THUNDER.

The quietude and monotony of affairs at the agency were broken on the evening of
May 29 by the killing of chief White Thunder by Spotted Tail (son of the late chief
Spotted Tail) and an Indian named Thunder Hawk. This was the culmination of
an old feud or jealousy between White Thunder and Spotted Tail. Both parties had
been in my office during the forenoon of the day of the killing. I had no reason to
suspect any hostile intention on the part of either. My information, obtained princi-
pally from Spotted Tail after the fracas, is that White Thunder, feeling aggrieved,
went to Spotted Tail’s camp and took therefrom seven horses and other property.
Spotted Tail going to his camp and seeing some of his horses dead on the road, he,
with two others, Thunder Hawk and Long Pumpkin, went to and commenced firing
into the camp of White Thunder’s friends, during which White Thunder received
two rifle shots, one from Spotted Tail, in the leg, and another from Thunder Hawk, in
the breast, from which he soon died. Long Pumpkin was thought to be mortally
wounded. He has progressed till the present time, with prospects of final recovery.
The father of White Thunder was less seriously wounded, but, on account of extreme
age, may not recover. Six horses were killed in the affray. The next morning Spotted
Tail and Thunder Hawk answered my summons and appeared before me for examina-
tion. The above is in substance the result of my investigation. To guard against
further hostilities and bloodshed I deemed it prudent and proper that these two
should be removed from the vicinity of the agency and the antagonism of the friends
or band of White Thunder (who had not yet reported at the agency). I sent them to
Fort Niobrara, with a request to the commanding officer that they might be detained
in safe-keeping, subject to instructions from the Department. They have been kept
prisoners at the fort since that time, and are still there, on instructionsreceived through
the Indian Office from the War Department ‘‘ to be detained till further notice.”

Since the time of the killing of White Thunder the bands of these antagonistic chiefs
havemet andin their way settled the differences between them, come to amicable terrus,
and, as they report to me, made peace. True, nomore hostile feeling hastbeen made
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manifest, and these men might return without cavsing further hostilities; but if there-
is no law to punish or detain offenders of such character in durance, they should not
be returned to the place of their crimes, where tlie friends and relatives of the mur-
dered reside, and who stand ready, whenever afflic ted with ¢  bad hearts” or ‘‘mourn-
ing,” to avenge the offense, endangering the live: of many and good government of -
all.

I look upon this trouble as an outgrowth of the return to this agency of Crow Dog
(the murderer of Chief Spotted Tail, August, 1831), imprisoned, tried, convicted, and
condemned for his crime. Afterwards on the de«ision of the United States Supreme
Court “that the court had no jurisdiction over I dian offenders against Indians,” he
was released and returned here, feeling of more iinportance than the highest chief of
the nation. His presence from the time of his re urn has been the cause of jealousy
and heart-burnings. It has at different times appeared as though trouble would re-
sult from this cause. White Thunder had becom > one of the progressive men among -
the Indians, had recently induced a number of h s band to leave the vicinity of the-
agency, to form a new camp where good farms could be made, and, by his example,
induced them to go to work. His death will b:; a loss to his people, as also to the-
whites, to whom he was a good friend. His infl 1ence was on the side of good gov-
ernment, law, and order.

COURT OF INDIAN OF FENSES.

The reasons given in my last report for not nom inating judges for a court of Indian
offenses exist now as then. Suitable persons to filfill such duties as are called for in .
the requirements would be difficult, if not impossible, to find among these Indians.

TELEGRAPH.

The circumstances, and the possibility of the 1epetition, with the excitement in-
separable from such cases as the death of Whits Thunder, impress the importance-
of telegraphic communication. The hope entert:.ined a year ago, from conveisation -
with the authorities at Washington, that authority would be received for the con.
struction of a line of telegraph connecting the agency with Fort Niobrara and Valen-
tine, Nebr. (terminus of Sioux City and Pacific Rai.road), there with the Western Union
line, so with Washington and all other points, 1as so far not been realized. The-
importance of such a line cannot be overestima ed, and in my opinion it should be-
built.

INDIAN POLICI:.

The number of this force, reduced a year ago oy office orders to 25, has now, by -
same authority and my request, been increased t» 40 (within 10 of the original num-
ber at this agency). This will add much to their authority and efficiency ; they have
retained their reputation for attention to duty.

The guard-house built a year ago has served a yood purpose for our people. It has
been the preventive more than the cure, withou; being put to practical use. For -
outsiders it has served an excellent refuge for hose coming laden internally or ex-
ternally with whisky; on one or two such occasins it has made its existence known
and felt.

MEDICINE.

Dr. F. Grinnell, the agency physician, has full7 sustained the reputation brought
with him somewhat over a year ago. He is ever ready to the call of the needy, able-
and efficient at all times. Dr. Grinnell repor s.to me that he has treated 2,143 .
patients for the fiscal year ending June 30 last, riedical and surgical, with 21 deaths.
Among these are a number of very interesting c:ses, one struck with lightning. He
reports :

A young woman while sitting in her lodge, the bolt takin g effect on the left side of the head, burning
the hair for a space of two inches. The track of the bolt extending down the left side as far as the
knee, was marked by severe contusion, the scars now rem: ining resembling those of deep burns. The
woman was prostrated by the stroke and considered dead ! y her friends, but soon exhibited signs of -
life; for some weeks she suffered from paralysis of thelef side, but is now convalescent.

A hospital is very much needed. The old, infirm, and ma 1y with chronic diseases would be especially
benefited by such provision. A man with gunshot wond, producing comminuted fracture of the
femur, is now lzinx in a ‘‘tepee,” with the hot sun pourinz in, making it exceedingly uncomfortable
to remain the short time needed to examine the wo :nd. No nurse is provided, and the man is at the -
mercy of the few Indians, who cannot be depended upon 10 wash the wound or wait upon the patient.
It must be evident that such treatment of cases cannot res ult satisfactorily. R

At Fort Niobrara, 35 miles distant, there are providel for a mere haundful of soldiers a hospital :
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nurse, hospital steward, and two physicians, while here, with nearly 8,000 Indians, the Government
provides one physician, who is expected to be his own janitor, nurse, steward, attend his dispensary,
and visit the sick in camp. It is clear, with a sufficient medical service to supﬁly all demands, the
Indians would much more readily forsake their old notions of medicine and adopt those used in civilized
life. Especially would this be the case if they could see their sick properly cared for in a hospital.

I fully concur in Dr. Grinnell’s recommendation for a hospital, and consider it would
be one of the best and surest means of ‘bringing the Indians under the management
and treatment of the agency physician, and in cases of epidemic diseases (liable at
any time) indispensable.

MISSIONARY AND CHURCH WORK.

The missionary work of this agency has continued to progress favorably, under the
able and untiring efforts of the Rev. William J. Cleveland, of the Episcopal Church,
who haslabored long and acceptably with these Indians, whose patient efforts in their
behalf are shown by constant appeals from all, whether professedly identified with his
church or not. In addition to his church and Sunday-school work at the agency he
has mission stations at Oak Creek and Little Oak Creek, where lay-readers are located,
who have regular services, with Sunday schools. Church buildings at one or both of
these stations are contemplated.

The Roman Catholic Church established a mission at this agency somewhat over a
year ago, under charge of Rev. F. M. Craft, who was subsequently joined by Rev. J.
A. Bushman. Both of these gentlemen have been energetic in their labors, and
erected a building to serve as school-room or chapel until such time as the extended
Pplan of their building is carried out. It was my painful duty to report to the Depart-
ment some of the teachings and sayings to the Indians of the Rev. Mr. Craft, wherein
he held himself and his church above all civil law or the authority, wishes, or in-
structions of the President, honorable Secretary of the Interior, or any other consti-
tuted authority. Such pernicious doctrine inculeated into the minds of these people
could not but be subversive of all law and order, setting at defiance and ignoring the
authority of the agent. Reports of other acts of Rev. Mr. Craft had previously been
made to the Department by parties in official position visiting the agency, stating
wherein he had used his influence with the Indians to prevent them sending children
to the Indian industrial schools. Upon these reports the order of the honorable Sec-
retary of the Interior was received, through the Office of Indian Affairs, that he'(Rev.
Craf ) should be expelled from the reservation and India country, which was exe-
outed, and Rev. Mr. Craft ordered away, leaving February 20 last. "It is to be hoped
his successor, should one be sent, will entertain different views of civil law, be pos-
sessed of that Christian virtue ‘‘charity,” éntertain and teach more catholic views
on all subjects, religion included. This has been one of the most unpleasant duties of
my experience at this agency, preferring to see and aid every effort in the direction of
Christianity and advancement, and not even in appearance impede any effort from
minister, priest, or layman, whose special duty this is or should be.

CONCLUSION.

While all efforts fall short of what is hoped for or perhaps expested, there is a little
satisfaction in realizing some advancement is made and is apparent. People are
Jjudged, and should be, from the advantages they have enjoyed and the means used
for their advancement, and not from their actual condition alone. The Indians of
this agency should not be an exception to this rule. From the means used for their im-
provement, compared with those of other localities during the past, in the way of
schools, instruction in agriculture, &ec. (all of which is stipulated for by treaty, but
}vhich they have not had), they will compare in advancement with" others more

avored.

The aboriginal festival of the sun dance was not held here this year. By a strenu-
ous adherence to my decision of lastyear (when I told the Indians the one then held
must be the last), it was reluctantly yielded. I do not expect it will again be re-
vived. Other objectionable customs will take time and patience to overcome.

Without the aid and assistance of willing, capable, and honest employés an Indian
agent would have a most unenviable position. ~ To those connected with this agency
my acknowledgments are due and are Lereby tendered.

For the courtesies and support received at all times from the Office of Indian Af-
* fairs, I beg to return my thanks.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES G. WRIGHT,
United States Indian dgent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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SISSETON AGENCY, DAKOTA,
. : September 20, 1884.
OSIR: I have the honor to submit my annual 1eport for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1834.

This reservation is a triangle of land, lying uhon the eastern border of Dakota be-
tween parallels 45° and 46° north latitude, hs ving Lake Traverse as a part of its
eastern boundary, and its southern point torvching Lake Kampeska. It contains
918,780 acres. The Coteaux de Prairie, a fine ringe of hills, run from the northwest
corner southeasterly through the reservation. Theeastern slope of these hills is gashed
with not less than fifty ravines; each having astream of spring water in it. The bot-
tom and sides are generally covered with a gro vth of oak, cottonwood, linden, box-
elder, and ash trees. The prairie east of the Co eaux is a body of very excellent farm-
.ing land, as is also the valley of the Little Si:iux River near the south end. The
lakes upon the reservation and bordering it abcund in excellent food fishes.

The tribes residing at this agency are parts »f the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands
of the Dakotas or Sioux. They are very nearly civilized. They all wear clothing
like the white people and have abandoned almos t all the customs of savage life. They
are entirely self-supporting; most of them mak. their living from their farms. Some
that live around the lakes subsist principally on fish, and do very little farming.
One excellent mark of progress is that a large part of the farm labor is performed by
men. There are a few who persist in the nomadic habits of their wilder state, but
the number is decreasing. Quite a proportion >f the people are the opposite of in-
dustrious, and perform the minimum of labor that will secure a living; in this, how-
ever, they may not differ materially from white men, except perhaps in degree.

The births (63) outnumber the deaths (42) for ;he year, and the general health of the
people has been good.

LANDS IN SEVE ALTY.

Their lands were allotted in severalty in 1876 At that time the larger part of the

eople werereally incapable of making a proper: election of lands for farming purposes.
g‘hey sought fuel, water, and shelter, and hence huddled iuto the ravines along the
Coteaux or in the fringes of timber around the akes. A large number of these allot-
ments do not contain arable lands enough to enable the allottee to cultivate the
fifty acres required before he can receive a pitent. Hence the agents have been
trying to induce them to change their locations :ind, retaining 40 acres of timber, take
120 acres of the rich prairie for cultivation. T 1is movement has been partially suc-
cessful, and quite a number have pushed out irom the hills. Several of these have
already received patents and at least twenty more have complied with the condition
and are awaiting surveys to put their applica iions in form to forward. The stakes
marking the subdivisions have been burned away by prairie fires, and it is necessary
that the settled parts should be restaked in order to enable me to define those new loca-
tions and properly verify the applications for allc tments and patents. There have been
six patents issued to members of this tribe duriag the fiscal year.

LAND AND CR)PS.

I estimate the number of acres broken up)n the reservation at 5,600. Of this
amount 350 acres have been broken this year. The aggregate amount under cultiva-
tion this year will not exceed 4,500 acres. T 1e crops of wheat and oats have been

ood and are all now in stack. Threshing has begun. The amount of wheat raised
is less proportionately than the oats, because it has been customary to issue seed
wheat to many of the Indians each spring. Fii.ding that a promise had been given
not to ask for it this year, I did not ask for nor issue any seed wheat. I assisted them
in some other ways to earn the money to buy it with, but many were content to sow
oats instead because the seed cost less. All >f the more thrifty farmers will save
their seed this year.

FARM MACHI} ERY.

There is a disposition among some of the farmers to imitate one of the failings of
the white farmers around them, viz, to buy exoensive farm machinery on credit far
beyond their needs. The result is bad, of course. The rates of interest are ruinous,
and their crops go largely to pay machine note: .

EDUCATIOI.

The preparations for the education of the chi dren of this tribe are commensurate
with the work to be done; and with the faithul performance of their duties by the
employés in that department, and a willingness on the part of the people to permit
their children to enjoy the great advantages open to them, the entire school popula-
tion should be reached. During the fiscal yea: the Manual Labor Boarding School

4266 IND 4
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building has been doubled in size, adding a fine school-room, a commodious dining
hall, rooms for the girls, play rooms, teachers’ rooms, and a hospital ward. The new
part is heated by steam, which in economy of fuel, comfort of the inmates, and re-
duced danger from fire, is a great improvement over the wood-burning furnace and
stoves used in the old part. The old part, which was very much out of repair, has
been refitted, the broken walls patched and papered, the floors repaired, and the
wood-work inside and out painted, so that the whole building is now clean and new.
The laundry and bakery building is inclosed, and with the completion of this, the
building of a suitable wood-shed and other out-buildings, autborized by your office,
the establishment will be well equipped. Authority was granted in October last for

utting down an artesian well to supply the school with water. Water was found
ate in December at a depth of 135 feet, and later a pump was put in, but the history
of the well has been a chapter of ccidents, and it is not yet in working order. The
cost of the above improvements has been as follows:

New part Manual Labor Boarding School building ... ... .cccaeceuean.aa.. $8,074 90
Repairs on old part Manual Labor Boarding School building.............. 593 12
Laundry and bakery t0 date. ... ..ocouiomoeioman i i 428 97
Artesian well and pump ... it i iii i it e teemeeiaeeeamaaae s 312 61
Steam-heating apparats ... ... .ceeeeiein it iiaecceae e e 1,936 00

The Manual Labor Boarding School began its session on the 25th of October, 1883,
and closed June 27,1884, There were 103 different scholars attending the school.
The average for the whole session was 68} pupils. The new part of the building was
not occupied until the middle of December. The cramped quarters up to that time,
and some defects in administration, which were subsequently remedied, detracted
somewhat from the success of the school in the first four months, but later the schol-
ars improved rapidly and the results of the year were very satisfactory.

The trades of harness and shoe making and tailoring were carried on, and seventeen
boys were taught. In the harness and shoe shop, owing to an omission in the annual
estimate, quite a delay occurred on account of a lack of materials. These were sub-
sequently furnished, and the boys showed fair progress at the close of the year. . The
girls were duly instructed in making and repairing their own clothing, and were ’
regularly detailed for service in the kitchen, dining room, and laundry. Prizes were
oftered for the best kept rooms, both boys and girls, and the progress in personal
cleanliness and the tidy appearance of their rooms was gratifying.

The other schools on the reservation are the Goodwill Mission boarding school and
the Ascension Girls’ Boarding School. The Goodwill Mission school had forty-five
boarders and four day scholars in attendance, and an average of forty boarding and
three day scholars during the year. This school is conducted by the Presbyterian
Board of Home Missions under a contract with youroffice. It has been supplied with
a new building for a boarding house and girls’ dormitory, a large addition to the boys”
dormitory, and a recitation room to the school-house. The school is well equipped,
and does good work in the educational department. During the past year the man-
ual labor for boys was confined principally to working in the garden, cutting wood,
and carrying water. It would be an improvement if more extended farming opera-
tions could be added to the labor department.

The Ascension Girls’ boarding school is held in the house of Rev. John B. Renville,
a native pastor, about 6 miles south of the agency. The space is limited, only ac-
commodating fourteen scholars, but the care of the scholars and their development in
all branches of education, manual, mental, and moral, is such as to fully justify the con-
tinuance of the school. The average attendance for the year was 13§ pupils. A small
outlay to assist this worthy man and his very capable wife in enlarging their house
would enable them to teach a larger number of scholars with but slight additional
expense to the Government. :

BROWN EARTH DAY SCHOOL.

During the year a day school has been supported at the colony of homesteaders in
Grant County, Dakota, known as Brown Edrth. The result was an entire failure to
secure any attendance worthy the name of school. I haverecently visited ‘the colony
and urged upon them the propriety of sending their children to the boarding schools
upon the reservation.

SCHOLARS FROM CARLISLE.

Six scholars returned from Carlisle at the end of the school year, three boys and
three girls. One of the boys, Moses Livingstone, has since died.

CHURCHES.

There are seven church organizations within the reservation and one at Brown
Earth settlement. Six Presbyterian churches served by native pastors, numbering
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366 communicants. An increase of 1 church and 32 communicants during the year.
One Protestant Episcopal church served by Rev Edward Ashley, missionary, with
catechistsholding service at two out-stations.” Thiichurch numbers 38 communicants;
number of baptisms during year, 36. A young mau’s guild has been organized this
year.

CONSTITUTION AND _AWS.

In January of this year I approved the constiti tion and laws enacted by this peo-
ple as permitted by article 10 of the treaty concli ded with them May 2, 1867, copies
of which were duly furnished to your office. T e code is simple and fragmentary,
but experience will doubtless suggest improveme 1ts to their minds. The organiza-
tion provides a justice of the peace and constable for each district, a central court of
five judges, a chief. assistant chief, secretary, t-easurer, and attorney. The law-
making power is vested in two bodies—the counci, composed of the recognized head-
men of the tribe, whose office expires and become; elective at the end of four years,
and the house of representatives, composed of two delegates from each district, one
of which is elected annually to serve two years. All laws require the approval of
the chief and the agent before they can become o jerative. :

The legislative bodies convened in February last and added several statutes to their
code. These laws for the most part had reference to the support and duties of their
newly elected officers, and some municipal regulations. Some which touched upon
white men and their property did not receive the sanction of the agent. The oper-
ation of these laws has been in the main benefici: 1. Several arrests have been made
and punishments inflicted for drunkenness and tringing intoxicating liquors upon
the reservation. A license from the legal author ties is made a prerequisite to mar-
riage, and divorce is legally defined and grantecd only for adultery, desertion, and
cruelty. The action of the court in some of thes: cases has been praiseworthy and
the effect upon the people good.

A district constable assisted by a squad of three men captured and delivered to me,
on the 30th of June, William Bailey, one of the riost desperate horse-thieves infest-
ing this part of the country, with two stolen hoises in his possession. The Indian
police retained him in custody, although his frier ds and accomplices were watchful
to procure his escape, until I turned him over to the sheriff of Ransom County, Da-
kota Territory, who had a warraut for his arresi. The Indian police accompanied
the sheriff some 30 miles on his return with the prisoner and he made no effort to es-
cape while they were present. He subsequently disarmed the sheriff and escaped
with one of the stolen horses to the British Possessions. I mention this case in this
connection as showing the value of organization : nd authority. These horse-thieves
have made this reservation a place of rendezvols for many years,and the Indians
have been afraid to meddle with them.

TRADER.

On the second day of April, 1884, John W. Hiies was licensed as trader for this
agency. This being the first trader which the p:ople have had in many years, and
some prejudices existing among them on the subject, certain persons endeavored to
raise an excitement, and if ,possible frighten all parties into their measures. A firm
and quiet course at the agency soon set the matter at rest, and the store is patronized
freely by all parties.

SIOUX COMMISSION ERS.

On the 26th, 27th, and 28th days of May last the Sioux Commissioners, Hon. Newton
Edmunds, Hon. P. C. Shannon, and Hon. James (. Teller, met the Indians in council,
and presented to them rome proposals for purcha: ing a part of this reservation. The
people, after considering the propositions, decided unanimously, not to sell any part ot
their land at present. The reasons for their actior , so far as I have been able to gather
them since that time, are: First, and mainly, because they had a short time before this
been informed that their petition to Congress for payment of certain services as scouts
and for relief from the confiscation act had not bien snccessful. They say that until
the United States pays what it owes them, they do not wish to make the debt larger.
Second, because in the plan of reducing the reser vation presented to them fully two-
thirds of their people would be left out among tke whites.

TREE PLANTIN(,

The annual arbor day appointed by the governcr of this Territory was observed by
planting about two hundred trees at the Manual La yor Boarding Schooland theagency.

BROWN EARTH HOMES 'EADKRS.

Upon a recent visit to the Brown Earth settlen ent I found thirty families of Sis-
seton and Wuhpeton people living upon their hor iestead claims. These claims were
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very badly chosen at first and have been almost entirely neglected. Few of them
have more than five acres of land broken, and many of them have not that much under
cultivation. They exist by fishing, hunting, trapping, and selling the wood off of
their claims to white settlers. They are falling behind the Indians of the reservation
in many respects, and I fear are not free from the vice of intemperance.

LOCATION OF AGENCY.

The experience of a year has served to confirm my earlier impression that the loca-
tion of the agency is unfortunate in being so far from the Manual Labor Boarding
School. The education of this people seems to me to be the paramount duty of the
Department and its representatives, and the care and interest of the agent ought to
be increasingly directed to this important part of the service. The carpenter and
blacksmith shops should be filled withschool apprentices. These trades are even more
important than those already introduced into the school. But the shops are so far
away as to make it impracticable at present to have the scholars work there. If the
school were so located that the agent could readily visit it in his. daily rounds his
presence would be of service, if he is at all a proper man for his office.

If the change of location were approved and made gradually, it would be accom-
plished in a few years without great expense and with small loss. The warehouse,
two dwelling-houses, and one smith shop are all the agency buildings that have any
money value worth considering. Several of the remaining houses are old log cabins,
totally unfit for human habitations in this severe climate.

INDIAN DWELLINGS.

. During the fiscal year I have issued 40,000 feet of boards, 10,000 feet of flooring,
6,000 feet of siding, 3,000 feet of scantling, 85,000 shingles, 27 doors, and 65 windows,
for the repair and completion of 77 Indian houses at a cost of about $1,700. An im-
provement of the dwellings of this people is one of their greatest physical needs.
They are mainly housed in small log cabins with earth roofs. During the dry cold
winters these answer the purpose very well; but as soon as the rains come they are
very little protection. The water runs down into the houses in muddy streams, de-
filing all their clothing and bedding, and rendering the cabins damp and unhealthy.
This state of things drives the people to their lodges and this seems to recall all their,
old roving habits. The issue of lumber should be continued until every family has a
good roof over their head.
SHEEP.

Near the close of the year, 1,470 sheep were received for issue to this tribe. They
are in process of issue now. .
WISHKY SELLERS.

Three cases have been prosecuted against whisky sellers during the year. One
man was fined $300 and his place entirely broken up. The other cases failed of con-
viction. With small towns and numerous saloons now surrounding the reservation
it is next to impossible to control the evil entirely, but I am pleased to be able to re-
port a decided temperance sentiment among our best people and a nearly unanimous
feeling among our white neighbors that liquor selling to the Indians must not be
tolerated. I do not, however, lose sight of the fact that ‘‘eternal vigilance is the
price ” of sobriety among these people.

With many thanks for the kindness and courtesy shown to me from your office,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. W. THOMPSON,

Indian Agent.
Tre COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

STANDING ROCK INDIAN AGENCY, DAKOTA,
August 25, 1884.

Sir: I have the honor to submit my annual report for 1834, covering the twelve
months from August 1, 1383, to July 31, 1884, and I am pleased to be able to report
that the past year has been one of peace and prosperity among the Indians and of
much satisfaction to myself for the good-will manifested by those under my charge.
The general contentment and steady improvement of the Indians has been very grat- -
ifying, and although my duties as agent have been very arduous and salary inad-
equate, which fact our national legislators fail to recognize, yet the satisfactory con-
dition of affairs at the agency have a soothing influence, which recompense only a
laborer in the field among the Indians can fully appreciate.
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TRIBES AND POPULATIDN.

The Indians of this agency, comprising 1,170 families, number 4,721 persons, and are
composed of the Upper and Lower Yanktonais, H'wnkpapa, and Blackfeet bands of
Sioux, and, as required by section 9.of the act approved July 4, 1884, making appro-
priations for the Indian service for the fiscal year e1 ding June 30, 1885, the classifica-
tion hereinafter given of the respective bands, taken from the census rolls, carefully
revised up to and including the 31st ultimo, is an sccurate census of the Indians at-
tached to this agency; and, as also required by sanie section, the number of schools
in operation and attendance at each, together with the names of teachers employed
and salaries paid, is given under the head of ‘‘:ichools and educational,” which
data is also contained in the statistical reportr herewith. The intermarrying
and frequent changes from one band to another m: ke it difficult to determine their
true status in this respect, but the present classific: tion is from the enrollment made
July 31, 1884, and is as follows:
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AGRICULTURE.

The Indians of this agency occupy what is said to be the best agricultural portion
of the ‘‘ Great Sioux Reservation,” and in seasons ruch as the present, when there is
sufficient moisture, barley, oats, peas, and wheat, together with corn of early flint
varieties and vegetables of an excellent quality, can be successfully grown. This
section of country, however, is subject to drought, with occasional hot, dry winds,
somewhat similar to the simooms of Arabia, wiich are here usually of three
days’ duration, and which parch everything in the r course, and when coming early
in ‘the season, before the crops are matured, as wis the case last year, destroy all
cereal and root crops. The present summer, ho vever, has been free from such
blighting winds or drought and the season has beei all that could be desired ; there
has been an abundance of rain throughout the st mmer, and crops that have been
properly cared for promise bountifully.

Every family of the agency is engaged in cultiv iting individual fields or garden
patches, and nothing is held in common by them, b 1t it is difficult to have them per-
sist in properly caring for their fields throughout tl.e growing season. They usually
start in very well, but it exhausts our persuasive Howers to have them continne to
give the growing crops the care and attention requ isite, and with all that could be
done in this direction a number of fields have beer neglected by the owners. This
careless indifference, so peculiar to the Indian, is perpetuated by the ¢ free-ration
system,” and can enly be remedied by compelling : .1l able-bodied Indians to render
an equivalent in labor for the subsistence and clotbing issued to them.

The patches and fields, ranging in extent from ! alf an acre to 20 acres each, will
aggregate 1,900 acres planted by Indians, which, with about 100 acres at the board-
ing-schools and agency farm, will approximate 2,00') acres cultivated and in crop this
year, proportioned about as follows: Corn, 1,400 icres; oats, 200 acres; wheat, 40
acres; potatoes, 100 acres; rutabagas, turnips, onicns, squash, and other vegetables,
260 acres ; which is an increase of about 25 percent. « ver last year’s cultivation. Hav-
ing not yet completed our harvesting, approximate figures of the amount of products
raised can therefore only be given; but an exceller t yield is promised, and I believe
the following to be a moderate and fair estimate: Wheat, 550 bushels; corn, 10,800
busbels ; oats, 7,500 bushels ; potatoes, 10,750 bushe s; turnips, 5,150 bushels; onions,
565 bushels; beans, 5156 bushels; together with a large quantity of melons, pumpkins,
squash, &c.; and the hay cut will approximate 2,6 J0 tons.

The late hostiles or followers of ¢ Sitting Bull” have been quite industrious, and
havte performed their proportionate share of all wo1k done at this agency during the
past year.
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CIVILIZATION.

Indians are proverbially slow to abandon their time-honored customs and supersti-
tions or to adopt the white man’s civilization, and the Indians of this agency are no
exception to the rule. They are, however, making steady progress, which I believe
will be lasting, as every step is being made a permanent gain. Three years ago the
¢‘tom-tom ” (drum) was in constant use, and the sun dance, scalp dance, buffalo dance,
kiss dance, and grass dance, together with a number of feast and spirit dances, were
practiced in all their barbaric grandeur; but all these are now ‘¢ things of the past,”
the grass dance alone excepted, which dance is their simplest amusement and the least
objectionable of any, and this is only tolerated on Saturday afternoon of each week.
A majority of the Indians have adopted the white man’s dress, and in fact all of them
would if they could afford it; but a blanket and ‘‘ breech-cloth” is less expensive and
more easily obtained. During the present summer over two hundred of the leadimg
young men came into the agency and had their hair cut, which, from an Indian
%taggpoint, is quite a step towards civilization when they part with their long hair

raids.

A large majority of the Indians of this agency are really anxious to better their
condition. They are not lazy, and only need proper assistance to advance more rap-
idly. In this connection I will quote from office circular No. 127, dated May 15, 1884,
wherein the honorable Secretary of the Interior says that—

‘‘ The boy that has seen his father plow, mow, and gather the fruits of the field will do it without
special instruction. Not so with an Indian; he must be taught to hold the plow, how to prepare and
keep in order his scythe, when to put in and when to harvest his crop, and a thousand things acquired
by farmers’ sons by observation must be taught specially to an Indian youth.”

This applies directly to every Indian commencing an agricultural life, and to expect
him to succeed without such instructions is absurd, and with the inadequate help at
the disposal of an agent, and the absolute necessity for such practical and skilled in-
structors, is it any wonder that the work of civilization and advancement of the In-
diansis being prolonged? Inan interview with the honorable Senate committee, when
they visited this agency in August, 1883, I had the honor to set forth my views as to
the best means of advancing the Indians, and also in several subsequent communica-
tions on the same subject to prominent Eastern gentlemen who are interested in In-
dian civilization, and I will here repeat what I then stated and what I know to be
practical; that in order to give the Indians comfortable homes in the shortest possi-
ble time, and place them on the sure road to prosperity, the best means is to locate a
practical farmer in each Indian settlement, who should have charge of from 50 to 100
families, such instructors to reside in the respective districts, and be with the Indians
daily to instruct and direct them; and it is but reasonable to believe that five years
of such practical instruction would do more towards the agricultural and pastoral
advancement of the Indians, by bringing about better order and method in their work,
than twenty years of the present ‘‘ hap-hazard” system can possibly effect. The Gov-
ernment would thus be the sooner relieved of the burden of taxation, and humanity
would be correspondingly benefited. The advancement of Indians in agriculture and
stock-raising, with their inherent indifference, is a work of such magnitude that the
ingrafting and leavening process must necessarily be slow, and it is therefore essential
that they be started on the right road and encouraged by such assistance as will make
their labor remunerative. This can only be profitably done, however, by constant
surveillance and patient teaching at their respective homes in their every-day life,
and with 1,170 families (nearly 5,000 Indians), scattered over a territory 70 miles
in length, as at this agency, and with only sufficient employé help to conduct the -
Government affairs of the agency, so seldom are we enabled to do anything in assist-
ing those who are attempting to become agriculturists or stock-raisers, that it results
in their progress being very slow, and unprofitable to themselres as well as to the Govern-
-ment. I am therefore confident that the employment of practical instructors to reside
.among the Indians would be the most economical and humane means by which the
‘Indians could be benefited, and, owing to the existing need for such instructors, I
would recommend a reduction of the present ration, if necessary, in order to secure
-them. And furthermore. in order to compel the indolent and indifferent to assist in
-their own support, I would advise the gradual diminution of the ‘established ration”
-mntil no more would be required; but where Indians are by treaty stipulations en-

-titled to certain subsistence I would substitute something more lasting and bene-
-ficial, by giving the Indians practical instructors, agricultural implements and neces-
-s8ary tools, and stock cattle as they would learn to use and properly care for them. It
may appear as too unqualified what I here state, but I fully believe that with a
practical farmer residing in each Indian settlement, together with a sufficient number
of schools and school teachers, with education made compulsory, the rising genera-
tion would in ten years become producers, instead of remaining consumers, as the
present pauperizing system is calculated to perpetuate.
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SCHOOLS AND EDUCAT(ONAL.

There are 1,034 children between the ages of six and sixteen years at this agency,
and there have been two Government boarding-scl.ools and one missien day school
eonducted during the past year, as follows:

Industrial farm school, located on the west bai k of the Missouri River, 16 miles
south of the agency, which school has a farm of 50 acres under cultivation connected
with it, and the building has a capacity of 60 pupile. Boys of twelve years of age and
upwards are admitted to this school, and are instructed in general farm work, the
care of stock, and carpentering. The farm school has beeu maintained throughout
the year with a full attendance of 68 pupils and a 1 average attendance of 37 for the
entire 12 months, and the progress of the pupils l.as been very satisfactory. There
were 14 boys from this school and 16 from the Inlian camps transferred to the St.
Mary’s Training School at Fehanville, I11., on September 26 last, and 14 more boys
from this school to Fehanville on July 5, and ve 'y favorable reports are being re-
ceived from them. There have been 7 teachers >mployed at the farm school, the
names and salaries being as follows:

. Annual
Name. Occupation. salary.
Henry Hug .ecenooiieiiiiimeieiieae e iaaeiaeeaene .| Principal teacher ...... .... $600 00
E. P. McFadden .. cee-

..| Assistant teacher........... 500 00
.| Industrial teacher .... .

John Apke ....... .. 480 00
Jonaur Huber .... .| Mechanical instructor 480 00
Placida Schaefer. . ..{| Cook....... 360 00
Frances Olenger .. ..| Laundress . 360 00
A. V. Lariviere ..... . ..| Seamstress .. 360 00

The industrial boarding school, located at the agancy, has a capacity of 100 pupils,
where girls of all ages and boys up to twelve years of age are admitted. This school
has also been maintained throughout the entire year, and has done an excellent work,
with a full attendance of 131 pupils and an ave -age attendance of 93 for the past
twelve months. There are8teachers employed at ;his school, their names and salaries
being as follows:

Name. Occupation. ;111;1%9:1
Gertrude MeDermott cocaeevaceceacanioon Principal teacher $600 00
Mary Schoule ....... ..| Assistant teacher 500 00
Rhabama Staub . oo ai]eeeee 0 .. 500 00
‘Scholastica Kundig. ..| Industrial teacher .. - 420 00
Matilde Catany ..... ..| Matron ............ 480 00
Rose Widour...... PR (07,71 : S 360 00
Anselming ArC.ceececeneiannccaeremasecaceceacacaneen ....| Seamstress ...... 360 00
Adele ENgster .caveeennacamteencaecaaaroaaroaaacarmcenean an Laundress ..e.eoeeeececanene 360 00

The American Board of Foreign Missions, unde * the superintendency of Rev. T. L.
Riggs, of the Dakota Mission, have conducted a lay school at Antelopes Settlement,
on Grand River, which school is 32 miles southwe st from the agency, where Mr. Riggs
erected a new log building last autumn, at a ccst of about $500, and has a native
teacher, Mr. Edwin Phelps, stationed there, whe receives a salary of §25 per mon'h
from the Board for his services. All instructions in this school are in the Sioux lan-
guage, and the teacher, a full-blood Sioux India), is an excellent man and is doing
a good work., There has been a full attendance at this school of 67 pupils, with an
average attendance of 25 during the eight months in which it was in operation
making a total of 266 children that have attende L school on the reservation attached
to this agency during the year, with an average ittendance of 155 for the time which
the schools were maintained.

T have recently built a new day school at th: Cannon-ball Settlement, 25 miles
north of agency, which building has a capacity >f 60 pupils, with teachers’ rooms,
kitchen, and dining room, and which will be opened with two teachers on September
1. Itis my intention to give the children attei.ding this school the mid-day meal,
the girls to prepare the meal under the direction of the female teacher, and the boys
to prepare the fuel, and in the summer cultivate a garden, under the direction of the
male teacher, and hope to have at least 300 child 'en in schools the coming year.

My experience is that it is difficult to get Indian children to attend school, and that
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they cannot be kept either by love of study or moral suasion, and that compulsion is
necessary, at least until after they have been at school for some months; also that
parents do not enforce attendance or assist in having their children placed in school,
the majority of parents only consenting from fear of the displeasure they may incur
by withholding their children. In conversing with Indians upon the advantages of”
education and the necessity for their children to be placed in sehools, they usually
coincide, and through policy, when talking with strangers, on or off their reservation,
they always profess a strong desire to have their children educated, but when school
children are called for, each Indian invariably prefers to see some other person’s chil-
dren entered upon the school register, and will try to influence his neighbor to send his
children in order to escape sending his own. When our industrial boarding-school
was opened last year, the capacity being one hundred pupils, I found it necessary, in or-
der to fill the school, to withhold rations from all children of school-going ages, of
certain bands whose required quota was not furnished ; I was only obliged, however,
to withhold the firstration (fourteen days) until there were twenty-three more children
presented than the building could accommodate, which number we were compelled to
turn away, but I afterwargs learned that there was not an orphan child over five years
of age left in the camps after this ‘‘ conscription,” as they were all sent from the re--
spective bands to which they belonged in order to make up the quota called for. The
system worked well, however, and the children have been constant in attendance and
as diligent as could be wished for.

On June 2 there were four Indian girls returned to their homes at this agency from
a three-years’ course at the Hampton Normal Institute, and their improvemeni was
pleasing to their friends and most creditable to the school from which they graduated.
They converse readily in the English language and seem to prefer using it to their
mother tongue, and since returning their deportment has been all that could be desired.
Rev. H. B. Frissell, of Hampton Normal Institute, who accompanied the returned
pupils to their homes, took back with him from this agency eight boys and three girls,
which, with four boys and one girl already there, makes 16 pupils from this agency-
now at that school; but as the three-years’ term of the latter five will expire in Octo--
ber next, they are shortly expected to return to their homes.

SANITARY.

The general health of the Indians of this agency has been good during the year,.
and the births have exceeded the deaths; yet the number of deaths has been unusu--
ally large, there having been 132 deaths and 167 births. A large percentage of the
deaths was of children under five years of age, and the others were, principally, old@
and infirm or scrofulous and consumptive persons. The treatment of the sick at
their homes is very unsatisfactory to a physician and prejudicial to the service, as-
medicines are rarely ever administered by the Indians as prescribed. This can only be
remedied by having a hospital where the sick can be brought for proper care and
treatment, and I would again recommend, as in my former annual reports, the early
construction of a suitable building for that purpose at this agency.

MISSIONARY.

The missionary work at this agency is mainly conducted by the Roman Catholic
Church, under the direction and auspices of Right Rev. M. Marty, bishop of Dakota,
who, at an expense of about $2,000 annually, maintains the mission here, and who,.
exclusive of the sisters employed in the agency schools, has two priests, two Benedicts
ine sisters, and one man-servant engaged in the work. The mission is under the im-
mediate charge of Rev. Claude Ebner, O. 8. B.,who resides at the agency, and who,
having been a missionary among the Sioux for the past seven years and a man of ex--
cellent judgment, is well fitted for the work. There are two neat and commodious
chapels on the reservation where services are regularly held, which are usually well
attended, and the pastors report 225 Irdian baptisms during the year, of whom 18
were adults. There is also a mission station, conducted at the Grand River by Rev.
T. L. Riggs, of the Dakota mission, who has a native catechist, Mr. Edwin Phelps,
stationed there. Mr. Phelps is a full blood Sisseton Sioux, and an energetic young
man, who is zealously laboring among the Indians of that settlement. The christian-
ization of the adult Indians of this agency, with their pagan superstitions so deeply
rooted, is but very slow, and, notwithstanding that some of them have been under-
missionary influences and religious instructions for several years past, yet it will re-
quire some additional years of patient missionary labor to convince the middle-aged
and older persons of the absurdity of their early beliefs, or to bring them to accept
the teachings of Christianity.

COURT OF INDIAN OFFENSES.

I organized the court of Indian offenses in October last by appointing the captain,.
lieutenant, and a private of the United States Indian police force (all full-blood In--
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dians) as judges, and I am pleased to state that it has given entire satisfaction. The-
judges are good men who command respect and have the confidence of the Indians,
and their decisions have been just and impartial, and have in every case been sus- -
tained by public sentiment. I was obliged in the beginning to guard against the
severity of punishment imposed, as they were certain to order some punishment for
every person arrested, going upon-the principle that they would not have been
arrested if not guilty of some offense. They now, however, understand this better,
and feel that a responsibility rests upon them, and are more dignified in court, and
very particular to ascertain facts, as also in arriving at conclusions., Sessions of -
this court are held every alternate Saturday, and it aids very materially in adminis-
tering the affairs of the agency.

INDIAN POLICE.

The police force of this agency, consisting of two officers and thirty privates, are -
an excellent body of trustworthy men. They are reliable and attentive to duty, and
exercise a wholesome influence over the reservation. I only regret that they are not
better remunerated for the valuable services which they are rendering the Govern- -

ment.
MIGRATORY HABITS.

A great obstacle to the advancement of Indians is their natural propensity to roam. .
With the opening of spring every year the desire of many Indians is to be on the move
and to either make a new location or to try some other agency, and the large tract
of country held in common by the Indians of the Sioux reservation, comprising five -
distinct agencies and all claiming close relationship, affords an excuse for absenting
themselves from their respective agencies from time to time, and such visits are sel-
dom productive of any good, but, on the contrary, detrimental to both visitors and
visited. I would recommend that strict measures be adopted by the Department to-
break up this pernicious migratory habit of the Indians.

AGENCY BUILDINGS.

The agent’s residence and agency storehouses are in good condition, but suitable-
workshops and new quarters for employés are very much needed ; in fact, dwellings
for the employés are absolutely necessary, and I would recommend that at least
four set of suitable quarters be erected at the earliest date practicable for the bet-
ter comfort and health of employés and their families.

CONCLUSION.

In conclusion, I desire to state that while the Indians under my charge have not
made the ¢ forward march” that I would wish, yet a retrospective glance shows con--
siderable progress, and when it is considered that there are mnearly 5,000 Indians at.
this agency, many of whom are new beginners (the late hostiles or followers of Sitting
Bull), and undoubtedly the least domesticated of the Sioux bands, and that the most
friendly relations have been maintained throughout the year with both Government
?‘nd individuals, I cannot but feel satistied with the past and encouraged for the-

uture.

I also desire to express my appreciation of the liberal support that I have received:
from the Department in my administration of affairs of this agency.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES McLAUGHLIN,
Indian Agent..
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

YANKTON AGENCY, DAKOTA,
August 26, 1884.

Sir: In submitting this my first annual report, I must be allowed to say in ad--
vance that it will fail far short of what an annual report should be, from the fact
that it is not yet four weeks since I relieved Agent Ridpath, by whom, under instruc-
tions addressed to him July 1, 1884, the report more properly should have been made.

I arrived at the agency on the 3lst day of July last, and took vossession of the
office on the st day of August. A new agent, judging from my short experience, is
always an object of curiosity when he first appears among his Indians. Visits and
:s_)gmlks must be tolerated to a reasonable extent, even at the sacrifice of much valuable

ime.
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In traveling across the reservation overland, a distance of 15 miles, I was particu-
larly impressed with two things; first, the excellent condition of the ecrops, the wheat,
oats, and corn, and the general thrifty appearance of Indian farming; and, second, in
marked contrast, the teepees, and miserable log huts with their dirt roofs. The crops
show commendable progress, but the teepees and huts which the Indians inhabit in
this rigorous climate prove that but little advance has been made towards a higher
civilization. WHhile an Indian readily learns to cultivate the soil, he isslow in learn-
ing how to build; clings with pertinacity to the ‘“lodge” of his ancestors, and not
until he is taught by contact with the whites does he realize the advantages of a
house, and the still higher blessings of a home. Nor is this strange when we consider
the wild roaming life he and his ancestors have led in the unforgotten past; the wil-
derness his home; the teepee his shelter; game his subsistence; war with hereditary
enemies his occupation ; deeds of heroic valor his ambition.

The first step towards civilization has at last been taken by the Government,.by
concentrating the Indians upon reservations. The next step is teaching them the
art of cultivating the soil—and the next one, the allotment of land in severalty.
Not until the Indians are assured that the identical piece of land on which they are
located is not only allotted to them, but that the title is secured by a written paper or
document from Washington, will they feel much interest in building a house and pro-
viding for home comforts. On this reservation the allotment and title is the absorb-
ing thought among the Indians. They fully understand the importance to them of
owning the land they cultivate and improve. Naturally suspicious and distrustful,
by repeated wrongs and false promises, they are not certain of anything until they
are in full possession of that which they crave. Nor can they comprehend, or be
made to understand, why it should require so long a time to put in their possession
the evidence that they own the land on which they live. This reservation has been
surveyed into township, section, and subdivision lines, but, unfortunately, many of
the mounds, marking the corners, were so imperfectly built that they cannot be
found. This is all that is in the way of issuing allotment certificates. I would re-
specifully suggest that a surveyor be employed to rebuild these mounds, and that
each section and quarter-section corner be plainly and permanently marked with a
stone. The lines clearly defined, I would recommend that only such as are located
and have some land in cultivation be allowed certificates. Others should receive them
when they make a location and break, say, at least five acres. Inno case, in my judg-
ment, should any one person hold more than one hundred and sixty acres in fee, nor
should he have a title to all of this except upon condition of having a certain num-
ber of acresin cultivation. The Indian, like the white man, except to a greater extent,
works better when stimulated by the hope of reward. Our county and State agri-
cultural societies offer rewards to the farmer for the products of the soil, the best
horses, cattle, sheep, and hogs, and no one who has observed the great good which
has resulted from this comparatively modern method for stimulating husbandry will
question the improvements it has wrought in our agricultural districts. This is not
at present practicable upon an Indian reservation. But the principle can be adopted.
Among the Indians on this reservation, as expressed by the head chief *‘Strike,” a
strong title to the land is what every Indian farmer wants. I would therefore re-
spectfully suggest that when an Indian has twenty acres in cultivation a title be
made to him to forty acres, to include the land in cultivation; and when he has forty
acres in cultivation then a title to another forty acres; and when he has eighty acres
in cultivation then a title to his remaining eighty acres. Such time as might seem
Just and equitable to the Indian for making these improvements could be prescribed,
with such reasonable penalty in forfeiture as not to work a hardship upon those who
were honestly endeavoring to comply with the conditions.

But, I would further most respectfully suggest, in addition to this incentive to culti-
vate the soil, that the Government add another inducement. To all Indians on this
reservation who shall hereafter plow, and raise a crop of not less than 10 acres, there
shall be issued to him one mower, a most important agricultural implement to the
Indian. When he shall have 20 acres in cultivation there shall be issued to him a
yoke of cattle, and when he has 40 acres in cultivation there shall be issued to him
a wagon, when he has 80 acresin cultivation there shall be issued to him a reaper, and
g'hen he has 160 acres in cultivation there shall be issued to him a pair of horses and

arness.

The question arisesright here, from what fund is all of this property to be purchased
for the farmers of the Yankton Indians? This question I will now answer. But first,
Idesire tosay that the only hope for the Indians of thisreservationis thatthey be made
self-sustaining, and this can only be done through the cultivation of thesoil. The soilis
well adapted to successful farming; corn, wheat, oats, and all of the vegetables raised
in the Western States are grown in Southern Dakota in yields which invite and en-
courage the cultivation of the soil. The climate is healthful, the rainfall increasing
with cultivation, so that now a failure of crops from drought is a thing of the past.
Less rations for the Indians and more farming, more self-reliance, less dependence,
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-with more manhood, must be the lesson which they must learn, and this lesson must
the agent continually teach, and his teachings, to be successful, must be supplemented
by the Government. :

THE RESERVATION.

By treaty made at Washington between the United States and the Yankton tribe of
.Sioux or Dakota Indians, April 19, 1858, and ratified by the Senate February 16, 1859,
the present or Yankton Indian reservation of 400,000 acres, by certain defined bound-
_aries, was set apart for the future home of the Yankton Indians. This reservation
lies for 30 miles along the Missouri River, which here runs nearly east, is watered by
the Chotean River and other small streams, is nearly all arable land, and in all re-
.spects for farming purposes and stock raising is not surpassed by any equal number
of acres in Dakota.

By actual accurate survey the reservation contains 431,049 acres. The number of
Indians on the reservation in 1876 was 1,992; in 1877, 2,182; in 1878, 2,112; in 1879,
-,008; in 1880, 2,019; in 1881, 1,998; in 188, 1,977; in 1883, 1,950, and in 1884, 1,786.
I give the population of each year for the last eight years to show that the Indians
are not materially increasing nor diminishing, but are about the same each year,
the mortality varying but little from the births. My object in this is to show
that there never can be, judging from the past, any such increase in population as
will ever require for farming purposes the use of the entire reservation. It is safe to
average the heads of families, and men over eighteen years of age, at 500. If each one
were to receive a location ticker, and eventually a patent to 160 acres of land, there
would only be 80,000 acres of land appropriated for farming. I will add 20,000 acres

to make the estimate entirely on the side of the Indians, and we have but 100,000
acres absorbed in this way, leaving 331,049 acres unappropriated, lying idle, yielding
Do revenue to the Indians. It must notbe supposed that the 160 acres to each Indian,
under the most favorable view, will all be cultivated. Nor should it be, as 80 acres
well cultivated will yield a larger return than 160 acres poorly tilled. Large farms
with poor cultivation should be discouraged. ~Hence, at least half or more of the
160 acres could be used for pasture and hay land. )

The question then arises regarding only the best interests of the Indians of this
reservation, how much if any of the remaining 331,049 acres of the reservation should
be sold for their benefit? Save as a part of the reservation for future contingencies
and pastoral purposes, another 100,000 acres. The remaining 231,049 acres, if sold,
.could be taken from along the north line of the reservation without in any man-
ner interfering with improvements already made, leaving to the reservation the en-
tire river front, and the advantages afforded by Choteau Creek. This 231,049 acres,
at the low price of $3 an acre, would yield to the Indians the handsome sum of $693,147 ;
.$600,000 of this should be put at interest at 6 per cent. payable annually, and the
revenue thus secured should go to building school-houses, and sustaining district
schools. Who can estimate the great good that $36,000 would accomplish annually
.expended in educating the children in books, trades, and useful industries? This
fund should be saved for this purpose. There still remains $93,147. This could be
used in the purchase of the machinery and stock heretofore mentioned as the reward
to be paid to the Indians for bringing their land into cultivation, and in employing
teachers to instruct them in farming. At least five active young men skilled in
practical farming should be employed on this reservation for six months during the
year, who should stay with the Indians and teach them how to plow, sow, harvest, and
thresh. I do not mean by this that these young men should do the work that the
Indians ought to do, but that they should show them how to do, and how to take care
.of their implements. There has been more time and money spent since I have been at
the agency in the repairs of broken mowers, reapers, and threshing machines, used and
nearly ruined by the Indians through their ignorance in not knowing how to use them,
than it would have cost to employ competent men to run these machines for them.
With these considerations I cannot but think that a sale of a portion of the reser-
vation for the benefit of the Indians would advance greatly their present and future
welfare. Property which is, and must remain if retained as part of the reservation,
atterly unproductive, would be made to yield a revenue whereby the people would
be advanced inagriculture, their ambition stimulated, their self-reliance assured, their
«<children educated, and their capacity for self-government and citizenship greatly im-
proved. The country thrown open for settlement by the sale of a part of the reserva-
tion would soon be covered with cultivated fields, and the Indian would soon learn,
from the example set him by his more prosperous white brother, not only how to farm,
but also the advantages which thrifty tillage brings to the farmer. If the Department

_ thinks it for the best interest of the Indians on the reservation that a portion of the
land be sold (notwithstanding there is some opposition among the old and less pro-
ressive ones), it could probably be done with the consent of a large majority of the
ndians on the reservation. I have made this matter, and the allotments and title
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to lands, perhaps, too prominent in this report, but hope to he excused on the ground
that these are the leading subjects in the minds of the thinking Indians of this reser-
vation.

CITIZENSHIP.

It becomes a serious question as to what qualifications, if any, should be attached
before the Indian should be invested with the right of citizenship. Many of the
Yanktons, and of full blood, are to-day better qua%itie'd to exercise this prerogative
than scores of white men who enjoy the right. Here there is no intemperance, and if’
the Indians were allowed to vote, the ballot would not be polluted by that worst of
all evils, drunkenness. Certainly the ®gis of law should be extended over the reser-
vation, and the Indians should come under the protection of the local government.
Criminals should be punished; and if so, it seems but right that the Indians should
have a voice in electing the men who frame the laws for their protection. In 1867, as
special Indian commissioner appointed by the President to visit the Indians in the
neighborhood of Fort Phil Kearney, and to counsel with them under instructions
from the Secretary of the Interior, in the report I had the honor to submit, I used
the following language in speaking of the hostile Indians who were then at war with
us:

‘When these are humbled and subdued, let the terms of peace be based upon the condition that they

0 upon a reservation, where, until they become self-sustaining, a liberal support should be provided ;
in addition, the Government should furnish them with teachers, farmers, ang mechanics, whose duty
it should be to instruct them in Christianity, husbandry, and trade. 'When sufficiently civilized, con-
Jer upon them all the privileges of citizenship.

Seventeen years have passed since this then startling recommendation was made,
but they have been years of amelioration and progress, with a steady approach to a
higher plane, a better destiny for the ‘‘red man.” With seventeen years more of like
progress he will become our brother in religion, our equal in political enjoyments.

THE AGENCY INDIANS.

In person the men of my agency are of good physique, rather tall in stature, and
well formed. As a nation they are renowned in history for their deeds of valor in
their numerous wars with other tribes, but boast that they never shed the blood of
the white man. They are peaceable among themselves, seldom have disputes with
each other, and most of them readily conform to the rules prescribed for their govern-
ment. As among white men, all are not good, but I unhesitatingly say, based upon
close observation and daily contact with them, that there are less idle, worthless:
men among them than are found in one of our villages of equal population. Some of
my Indian farmers have inspired me with great respect. In personal dress and ap-
pearance, as also in good sense and pleasant manners, they are the equal of some of
our prominent Western white farmers.

The example of these men is doing much towards abolishing former customs and .
bringing their neighbors up to a higher standard. There are a few who still cling to-
the blanket, disguise their faces with paint, and adorn their heads with feathers; but
these men are the leaders and advocates of the Indian dance. My predecessor says
he found Indian dancing a common recreation on the reservation, and, in order to cur-
tail it, allowed them tomeet every Saturday night in a house near the agency, where
they regularly hold their weekly orgies. Here, in feathers and paint, with the jing-
ling of bells and beating of drums, the men dance, recoun ting their deeds of valor in:
speech and song. At last, carried away by frenzied excitement, they at times give
away their property, and occasionally their wives. While the dance is in progress
the squaws are busily engaged outside in preparing the dog feast, which towards
morning is eaten with much relish, being considered the most toothsome delicacy that .
can be set before the uncivilized Indians. These dances are not only opposed to, but
stand in the way of progress. There are comparatively but few who indulge in this
old custom. In my opinion strong measures, if necessary, should be adopted to break
up a custom which is so entirely at variance with progressive industry and civiliza-
tion. :

TRIBAL RELATIONS.

These are fast disappearing, Fealty to chiefs no longer exists among the Yankton
Indians of this reservation. While they are divided into bands with nominal heads
or chiefs, but little attention is paid to their quasi authority. These divisions ought
not to exist, and, if wiped out, another step would be gained for civilization. Farm-
ing is fast individualizing the Indians. Some of the older men of the tribe who have
been prominent chiefs yield a reluctant obedience to the results of agricultural in-
dustry. In proportion as Indians cultivate the soil, gather property, they learn to
think and act for themselves. Their former chiefs, however valuable in war, have
neither the disposition nor knowledge to aid them in farming. Each man must de-
Pend upon his own efforts in planting and raising his crop, and this self-reliance changes




REPORTS OF AGENTS IN DAKOTA. 61

the subservient Indian into an independent man. The most notable chief among the
Yanktons is he whose name stands at the head of those who signed the treaty of 1858,
and who is Tecognized as head chief—Pa-la-ne-a-pa-pe, ‘ the man that was struck by
the Ree.” Old Strike, as he is familiarly called, is supposed to be eighty-four years
old, quite deaf, and nearly blind. In his day he was a great warrior and orator.
Now, bowed down with age and infirmities, he is scarcely the shadow of the once
famous chief. He still manifests a deep interest in the welfare of his people. Com-
missioners and agents have experienced the force of his logic and acknowledged the
power of his eloquence. Strike dresses in citizen’s clothes, and although he does not
belong to the school of progress he has a good heart. His few remaining days ought
$o0 be made as comfortable as possible. This can be done by giving him plenty to eat
and wear.
THE POLICE.

This force consists of fifteen men, selected from among the younger Indians. They
are officered by one captain and two sergeants. They are to the agent what the sheriff
and his deputies are to the court. White men or Indians accused of crime or misde-
meanor on the reservation are brought in by the police and the matter investigated.
They are quite indispensable in the administration of the duties of the office of Indian
agent.

gDuring the less than four weeks of my official life the police arrested and brought
before me one white man for stealing a horse which was ridden through the agency,
and at once detected and pursued by one of the police—thief captured and by me
.turned over to the proper officer, and horse returned to the owner.

At this agency no increase of pay is needed. Four on duty at a time makes the pay
of §5 per month equal to $20 per month each. This with his rations and clothing is
ample compensation.

AGRICULTURE.

The Indian farming this year is encouraging. The season has been favorable, and
the yield all that could have been anticipated. The Yanktons are slowly but surely
learning the art of cultivation. Herein lies the solution of the problem of Indian eivil-
ization. Industrial schools for the young, practical farming for those of riper years, is
the only road to success. A number of the farms on the reservation I have visited are
worthy of all commendation. Some corn-fieldsshow good tillage, are free from weeds,
and stacks of wheat and oats built by Indians are equal to those built by our white
farmers. It must not be inferred that all of the Indians are good farmers. Some of
the corn-fields show neglect and poor tillage. The weeds havebeen allowed to grow,
the corn making an unsuccessful struggle in its efforts for supremacy against its natu-
ral enemy. Indiansinclined to be lazy, as too many of them are, should be often visited
by the Government farmer and encouraged to work. The reward of a good crop as
the result of persevering labor, and a certain failure as the result of idleness, cannot be
400 often nor too forcibly impressed upon them. Under the treaty, self-support must
soon be reached by the Yankton Indians. This is only possible through agricultural
industry, yet largely to be learned. How to plow, to plant, to cultivate, to sow, to
harvest, to save, so as to produce the largest results, are lessons which must be taught
the Indian by the farmer provided by the Government, In this view this employé
becomes the most important factor in agency work.

The statisties gathered by the Government farmer and on file in this office show :
Acres of wheat thisseason, 889 ; corn, 1,237 acres; oats, 261 acres; potatoes, 78} acres ;
garden, 201 acres. This acreage should be received with many grains of allowance.
My Indians have but a very imperfect idea of what constitutes an acre of land; the
farmer passing overthe reservation could only form acrude estimate of the quantity of
land in cultivation, found in patches and irregularly shaped fields. His average of 30
bushels of corn to the acre, and 15 bushels of wheat, I am well satisfied is entirely too
high. If these statistics ean be relied upon, they establish one thing, which is, that
the time is near at hand whan no more flour should be issued to the Indians of this
reservatisn except to the aged, the sick, and infirm. It is also worthy of serious con-
sideration, whether in the near future rations should not be confined to beef only. It
will be many years before the Indians will raise sufficient cattle tosupply themselves
with meat, which is their chief food.

1 cannot too strongly recommend to the Department as a leading feature in the
work of the agent at this agency, first, to make the Government school here more of
an industrial school than a school for learning that which is taught from books, be-
yond the simplest rudiments. The boys should be taught all kinds of farm, garden,
and barn work; how to handle and use the tools with which work is done, and the
girls how to cook, to wash, iron, clean house, and make their own clothing; second,
the agent should pay frequent visits to the Indians who are farming, and, through
his interpreter, give them instructions in their work, stimulate them by his presence
and personal interest in their welfare to better cultivation, and make them understand
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that they must learn to provide for themselves and families or gohungry. The agent-
should be something more than a mere office man to deal out rations, write orders,
and deeide petty quarrels.

At this agency there never has been any settled policy for any length of time.
During the last seven years an agent’s official life has only averaged about eighteen
months. While these frequent changes have undoubtedly been for good cause, they
have been unfortunate for the Indians, the schools, and progressive agriculture. Each
new agent has his own peculiar ideas for governing Indians, managing the schools,
and conducting Indian farming. No two probably have the same system for either.
Those who never saw an Indian until they met him on the reservation are generally
the most confident that their plan is the only correct one for their government. The
result is that fatal errors have crept into the service. Frequent changes of agents
are attended with radical changes in management. Promises are made which ought
not to be and can never be fulfilled. These the new agent is expected to carry out.
He cannot do it, and confidence is lost. This is one of the embarrassing features of
this agency.

SCHOOLS.

The Government industrial boarding school at the agency was reasonably well
patronized during the last fiscal year. The highest attendance for any month was 85,
of which 53 were males and 32 females. Average attendance for the year, 64:%;. There
were eight teachers and employés engaged in conducting the school. The industrial
teacher, with the help of his Indian boys, cultivated thirty acres of land. The till-
age and vegetable garden are worthy of praise. Coming to the agency during vaca-
tion, I am not able to speak of the management of the school, nor the qualifications
of the teachers for their respective places. The school building is large.and commo-
dious; located on an elevation fronting the river, it makes a fine appearance, and
cannot fail to impress the stranger as being a noble contribution by the Government
to the cause of Indian education.

MISSIONARY WORK.

This work among the Indiansis full of interest to the Christian and philanthropist.
Indolent, dirty children are gathered into day and Sunday schools, taught to read
Dakota and English, and molded into civilized, Christian boys and girls. The Bible
has been translated into the Dakota language, as have other books adapted to the
understanding of the children and youth. These are taught in day and Sunday
schools. The result has been that quite a number of young men and women have
been turned out of these mission schools who can read and write, and who lead
Christian lives. St. Paul’s boarding school, under the general supervision of Bishop
Hare of the Episcopal Church, with Rev. W.-E. Jacob as superintendent, and the
Agency Mission day school and White Swan Mission day school, under the care of
Rev. John P. Williamson of the Presbyterian Church, are the three mission schools
at this agency. Each of these denominations have religious services on Sabbath, so
arranged as not to conflict in time. In each of these churches there is religious in-
struction in both English and Dakota languages, Rev. Joseph W. Cook as rector of
the Episcopal church, and Rev. John P. Williamson as pastor of the Presbyterian
church. Both these reverend gentlemen speak the Dakota language fluently. = There
is no conflict in their work, but both labor in harmony for the present and future
welfare of the Yankton Indians. Supplemented by the good influences of these de-
voted men, the agent is greatly aided in managing the turbulent spirits of his agency.
The reports of the mission work here show an average attendance of Indian children
and youths for the last fiscal year of 59. Teachersand employés, 9. The reports also
ghow that there are 344 Yankton Indians, communicants of the two churches, of which
198 belong to the Episcopal Church, and 146 to the Presbyterian Church. In the
Episcopal Church, males 84, females 114. In the report from the Rev. Mr. William-
son the members are not classified, but it is presumed they are in about the same
ratio as to sex.

Saint Paul’s boarding school and chapel, where the mission work by the Episcopal
Church is done, are models of neatness. The school building and grounds are all
inclosed, trees planted, which, with lawns, walks, and drive-ways, make it the most
attractive feature of the agency. The Presbyterian building, used for school pur-
poses and divine service, is a plain wooden structure, which with its coat of pure
white paint and tidy interior is a good example for Christian and heathen to follow.
The plain preacher and pure man who holds service in this humble chapel was, as
was his father, a pioneer in Indian missionary work.

SANITARY CONDITION OF THE INDIANS.

The health of the Indiansis generally good. Owing to exposure, poor houses, and a
stupid indifference to the laws of health, there are more pulmonary diseases among
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them than are found in the same latitude among the whites. The disease from which
they suffer most is of a scrofulous character.

During the last fiscal year there were 53 deaths reported, of which 30 were males
and 23 females; over 5 years of age, 27 males and 22 females; under 5,3 males and 1
feale. It is with great difficulty that the exact number of deaths can be ascer-
tained; so difficult, in fact, that these figures cannot be relied upon. Many Indians
carefully conceal the deaths of their children, as when ascertained there is one less
in the family to draw rations. It can hardly be supposed that not more than four
children died during the last year in a population of 1,786. There were 96 births
during the year, of which 55 were males and 41 females.

CENSUS AND SCHOOLS.

There are Indians at this agency, as shown by the census just completed, as follows =
Number of males above 18 years of age 456; number of females above 14 years of age,
591; school children between the ages of 6 and 16, 375; total number, including all
ages, 1,786. About 1,000 of these wear citizens’ dress.

Number of school-houses at and connected with the agency, 5. Number of schools in
operation, 5. Number of pupils who have attended the White Swan Mission day school
one month or more during the year, 43; Agency Mission day school, 42. Number of
pupils attending Saint Paul’s boarding school one month or more during the year, 45.
The Selwyn day school was in operation but 20 days during the entire year. Total at-
tendance during that time, 17. During its session W. T. Selwyn was employed as
teacher, at a salary of $420 per annum. The Ree day school was in operation 7%
months, with a total attendance one month or more of 24. Alfred Smith was em-
ployed as teacher, at a salary of $420 per annum. The industrial boarding school has
been in operation during the entire year, with a total attendance for one month or
more of 85. There were employed in this school during the year:

)
14

Name. Occupation. gali:;';.‘l
C.D. Bon (resigned) «.coo.eoeeee.oimcennamameaaae i $900
Ed. K. Dawes..c.couemmmnnannn- PR d 900
Anna E. BoODe . cccevaeaciaiaanans . 600
Ella V. Oviatt ... e ceeee . d . 600
John R. Winters.................... . . 430
Ella Simpson .. .........-. . R 420
Sarah J. Ridpath (resigned) 500
Sarah Bereman .......... 500
Alice Coungleton (resigned 360
Rachel Hornstra......... 360
Lizzie Whitelatch (resigned). ceee 360
Alice Congleton (resigned) ........... eeen e ... 360
Minnie BONEM.caues ceetacaramareanrcanicanacesnenneeeasamacanas 360

The total number attending the schools at this agency for one month or more dur-
ing the year is 239.

The Government schools, in consideration of the number of teachers and cost, do
not show as large attendauce as they should. More effort will be made in the fut-
ure to impress upon the Indians the obligations they are under by virtue of their
treaty stipulations to send their children to school. The boarding and day schools
should be well filled for nine months in the year, and as the Indians bave obligated
themselves to send their children for this length of time each year, it is believed if
they are properly urged that they will doso. The educational provisions of the treaty
should be enforced.

I Lave the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. F. KINNEY,
Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

\

ForT HALL AGENCY,
Ross Fork, Idaho, August 20, 1884.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following annual report for 1884 :

This reservation is located in the southeastern part of Idaho Territory, and extends
from Blackfoot River south 60 miles, averaging nearly 40 miles wide. It contains
1,202,330 acres. By treaty dated May 14, 1580, the Indians agreed to cede the south-
ern portion of the reservation, containing about 325,000 acres, to the United.States.
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“ This treaty has not been ratified by Congress. The portion ceded has never bheen
- occupied by the Indians and is not needed by them, except perhaps the northern part
of Marsh Valley, which is claimed by them for farming land. The boundary line of
the part ceded has not been surveyed, and, as described in the treaty in a zigzag course
across the reservation, is not satisfactory to the whites nor Indians. Where this line
would cross Marsh Valley seems to be a disputed point, varying from 2 to 5 miles, and
this uncertainty is the cause of a good deal of anxiety and dissatisfaction. This valley
contains about all of the tillable land on the ceded portion of the reservation. Over
50 families of whites have settled in it during the past 15 years. It is claimed that
the ceded portion would include all these families but6. A point in this valley could
easily be determined for the boundary line, and a straight line east and west from that
point to the east and west boundary of the reservation would be satisfactory to the
- whites and Indians, and include all the white settlers in the ceded portion, which
would be very desirable. The Indians would agree, I believe, to this alteration of the
treaty. It would cede 100,000 acres more land which is not needed by them. I ear-
nestly recommend that a new treaty be made that will be more satisfactory to the
parties concerned. This would leave about 800,000 acres of land on the reservation,
most of it grazing land. There would be 7,000 acres woodland, located in the ravines
in the mountains, and about 5,000 acres of tillable land that can be irrigated by the
Indians at small expense.

In the treaty above mentioned the Indians were promised land in severalty. Most
of the Indians are prepared for this and anxious to have allotments made; but before
this can be done the reservation should be surveyed. Each Indian could then be fur-
nished with a homestead. They are frequently told by white men that they will soon
have to leave the reservation to give place to white settlers, and they need the assur-
ance that the allotment of farms and title to the same from the Government would
give them. Greater progress will then be made in agriculture and other civilizing
‘pursuits. I earnestly recommend that the reservation be surveyed and allotments
made soon as practicable. )

Their progress in farming from year to year is apparent toall who visit this agency.
The prospect of having a new flouring-mill and the fine appearance of the crops this
season pleased and encouraged the In(%ians; but on July 13 the agency was visited by
the most severe hail-storm ever known here. It destroyed over 100 acres of wheat
and oats belonging to Indians. The crops not injured look well and premise a good
yield. The amount under cultivation is 593 acres, as follows: Wheat, 230 acres; oats,
265 acres; barley, 22 acres; and potatoes, 76 acres. Over 200 acres of this is new land
broken last spring. Not much wheat was sown on old land this season on account of
its liability to smut. New-land wheat is not so liable. The amount of the crop this
year is estimated at 18,650 bushels, as follows: Wheat, 3,000 bushels; oats, 8,000
bushels ; barley, 650 bushels; potatoes, 5,000 bushels; and turnips, 2,000 bushels.
One thousand tons or more of hay will be put up by the Indians this season. They
sell their hay in stack at $5 per ton. Part of it is hauled off of the reservation by the
purchasers; the balance is fed to stock from the stacks. Their herds of cattle are not
increasing, except in a few individual cases. They number about 580 head of cattle,
mostly cows. No sheep nor hogs are owned by the Indians. They have 2,800 ponies,
more or less. They are moderately supplied with farming tools, which have been
furnished by the Government from time to time, except wagons. Twelve mowing
machines and one reaper have been purchased and paid for by Indians during the past
three years, and many are manifesting considerable desire to acquire property. Six-
teen Indians are building log houses or have built this season.

There is but one school here, which is located at Fort Hall, 18 miles from the agency.
It is an industrial boarding-school. Thirty-eight different pupils have attended the
past year. Thirty-two was the largest attendance for one month. Reading, writing,
arithmetic, and geography were taught in the school-room. Under the supervision

- of the teacher, the boys cultivated 8 acres of land; 6 acres of this was in vegetables.
They were also instructed in harness-making and other kinds of mauual labor. The
girls were instructed in household work, in mending, cutting, and making clothes,
and seemed to acquire a fair knowledge of their work. Most of the pupils made good
progress during the year. Their deportment was good. There were but few run-
aways, very little sickness, and no deaths. Indians are averse to sending their chil-
dren to school, particularly the Shoshones, because their medicine-men have told them
that the school was ¢ bad medicine, that those who attended it would die ;” and most
of them seem to believe this. I have, however,induced one of the medicine-men to
send to school; another has promised to send, and the prospect of a large school the
coming year is more encouraging.

I have not been able to organize the court for the trial of Indian offenses, as no In-
dian would accept the position of judge without pay. But with the assistance of the
Indian police I have been able to prevent and break up most of the practices men-
tioned in the rules, particularly plural marriages and the war and scalp dances among
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the Bannacks. The influence of the medicine-men against reforms is considerable,
although decreasing. -

The Indian police, consisting of eight men, have done good work in arresting horse-
thieves and recovering stolen property, and in assisting in changing the practices and
customs that have prevailed among these Indians.

But few erimes are committed, and I can again report the general good conduct of
these Indians another year. There has been no drunkenness or quarreling or fight-
ing. They are peaceable and well disposed. Gambling, however, has been almost
universal among them and is not easily broken up, though I am able to report some
progress in that direction. .

1 regret to report that no missionary work has been done among these poor red men,
except that performed by ministers making .occasional visits to the agency. I be-
lieve that the efforts of a missionary stationed among them would soon produce
good results. The Indians are religiously inclined and need to be elevated and Chris-
tianized as much as the people of foreign lands. Most of them seem to have a faint
idea of some standard of morals, and they strive to live as near to that standard as
many white communities do.

Yours, very respectfully,
A. L. COOK,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. Indian Agent.

LEMHI AGENCY, IDAHO,
August 29, 1884,

SIR: In compliance with instructions received, I have the honor to submit this my
fourth annual report of the condition of affairs at this agency.

The Lenhi Reservation is situated in the Lemhi Valley, midway between two ends.
It is supposed to contain 100 square miles, but until it is proven by actual survey that it
does contain that amount it will remain, as it always has in the minds of those who
are acquainted with the locality, as being considerably overestimated. The executive
order dated February 12, 1875, concerning this reservation, is as follows:

It is hereby ordered that the tract of country lying within the following-described boundaries, viz,
commencing at a point on the Lemhi River that is due west of a point one mile due south of Fort
Lemhi; thence due east about 3 miles to the crest of the mountain; thence with said mountain in a
southerly direction about 12 miles to a goint due east of Yeanum (Yearian) Bridge on tne Lemhi
River; thence west across said bridge and Lemhi River to the crest of the mountain on the west side
of the river; thence with said mountain in a northerly direction to a point due west of the place
of beginning ; thence due east to the place of beginning, be, and the same hereby is, withdrawn from
sale and set apart for the exclusive use of the mixed tribes of Shoshone, Bannock, and Sheepeater

Indians. to be known as the Lemhi Valley Indian Reservation. Said tract of country is estimated to

contain about 100 square miles, and is in lieu of the tract provided for in the third article of an unrati-
fied treaty made and concluded at Virginia City, Montana Territory, on the 24th of September, 1868.

The above has a nice, flowing sound when read aloud ; but as it was intended more
especially for the information of the public, I would suggest that the order be
amended in such a way as to make the reservation lines perfectly clear, and not as
they are, at present, indefinite, imperfect, and with the exception of the starting point
and Yeanum (Yearian) Bridge, impossible to find. Take for instancethe 3 miles east
of the starting point to the crest of the mountain. Now, on the east of the starting
point there isa small ridge of mountains, and a little beyond that is the main range
of the Rockies, The 3-mile line going due east, passing through a narrow cafion, will
end about midway between these two ridges of mountaing. Then, again, on the line
southward, if it stops at a point due east of Yeanum Bridge it will stop considerably
short of 12 miles. The other points are just about as definite as the ones stated. And
now unless something is done the reservation will dwindle down to about 64 square
miles, The valley on the north and south ends of the reservation has been surveyed,
the latter during last spring, and in both instances the survey was carried on to what
is supposed by many to be a part of the reservation. In regard to the reservation
being surveyed, that has been suggested and urged so often as to become rather monot-
onous. I am, however, hopeful that it will be done some time during the present
century.

The land inclosed by the above limits (?) may be divided into two parts, viz, mount-
ain land and farming land, of which the former has considerably the advantage, being
in the proportion of about 33 to 1. Where the land is suitable for farming the soil is
good and the supply of water amply sufficient for irrigating purposes. The Indian
farms are located on the banks of the Lemhi River and McDevitt and Old Agency
Creeks, and they are worked by the Indian farmers equally as well and quite as prof-
itably as the same acreage would be by white men. The amount of land under cul-
tivation has been largely increased this season. Several of our Indians have newly
started in, and are succeeding very well indeed. With more encouragement they will
be stimulated to go on with their farming operations, to enlarge their fields, to

4266 IND 5
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heighten the point of their ambition and gradually throw off their indolence, indiffer-
ence, and ignorance, and thus by short but firm strides press steadily forward until
they can fully realize the benefits, if not the dignity, of labor.

We have under cultivation on the reservation about 205 acres of oats, wheat, hay,
potatoes, turnips, and smaller vegetables. The crops are not yet gathered. I estimate
them as follows: Oats, 4,200 bushels; wheat, 460 bushels; hay, 33 tons; potatoes, 230
bushels; turnips, 120 bushels; and smaller vegetables, 87 bushels.

Four years ago these Indians began to farm, and now there are 33 families engaged
in cultivating 171 acres. This is a very decided gain. They are also much more
civilized as regards dress. The number of those who have adopted citizens’ dress in-
stead of the blanket for daily wear is steadily increasing.

I have no police at this agency. The whole force was discharged June 30, 1883, for
incompetency. I believe that these Indians get along better without them, as there
have been fewer depredations committed during the past twelve months than in any
previous year.

There have been no offenses committed by whites against Indians. Two offenses
by Indians against whites, viz, killing young calves out on the range and attempt-
ing to rob the stage. The former case was disposed of by the Indians in council, when
it was decided that the guilty parties (three young ‘ bucks”) should remunerate the
owners of the calves, which was immediately done. The latter case occurred about 30
miles from the agency. Jack Grouse, while under the influence of whisky supplied
to him at Spring Mountain, attempted to imitate some of his white brethren, who had
robbed thestage a few days previons. Hestopped the stage and struck at the driver,
but was scared off before any robbery was committed. He was arrested by the county
officers next day and sent to the county jail to amuse himself with a buck-saw and
wood-pile for two months. The white man who supplied him with whisky was also
arrested and sentenced to imprisonment for six months in the county jail. Another
white man wus sentenced to thirty days for a similar offense. A colored teamster in
the service of a rancher in the valley, who persists in employing him in spite of the
mischief he has wrought among the Indians, has been furnishing the Indians with
whisky occasionally during the last seven years. He was arrested last fall, and al-
though theevidence wasstrong it was not considered conclusive, and he was discharged
with a caution ‘“‘not to do it again.” Although the more respectable white men in
this valley are anxious to stamp out the cursed liquor traffic as regards the Indians,
still the Chinamen continue to supply them secretly, and so far this year have man-
aged to do so without detection.

There was one case of horse-stealing this spring. The thief was a young Indian
from Wind River who was visiting here at the time. He started for home taking
with him a horse belonging to a member of this tribe, but was overtaken at Eagle
Rock and the horse recovered. These cases are getting fewer every year, and I think
we may in the near future be able to show a clean record for the year.

The vice of gambling prevails among these Indians to a great extent. They have
a natural craving for excitement, which they find means of satisfying either in card-
playing, stick-hiding, or horse-racing. One matter that is doing much to retard the
progress of these Indians is the visit every summer of parties of Flathead and Nez
Percés Indians, who come solely for the purpose of gambling.

The Indians who own wagons are always willing to freight the supplies from Red
Rock, Mont., to the agency. They make the round trip of 140 miles in about five days
over a bad road, and generally with loads averagieg 1,050 pounds.

These Indians during the past year have been blessed with very good health.
Number of births, 27 ; deaths, 13.

It is frequently asked, “ What are the various religious bodies doing towards the
civilization of the Indians?” I very much fear that in this matter ’tis ¢ Distance
lends enchantment to the view”, and so the far-away African, Japanese, or Chinaman
stands a better chance of being converted than the Indian whose country we inhabit
and for whose future as well a present condition we are unmistakably responsible. If
the several religious denominations do not feel like taking hold in right earnest of
what is evidently their duty in regard to this conquered race, I would respectfully
urge, in the interest of the Indians, that missionaries be sent in large numbers to work
in the neighborhood of the several agencies, their efforts to be especially directed to
christianizing the bad white element, whose low moral status acts as a perpetual bar-
rier to the progress of our Indian population.

L am thankful to be able to record the fact that I have just been authorized by the
Department to make arrangements for starting a boarding-school for the Indian chil-
dﬁen of this reservation, and sincerely hope that it may prove a lasting benefit to
them, :

In conclusion I beg to tender my sincere thanks to the Department for the prompt
and vigorous help aftorded me in my efforts to improve the conditions of these Indians.

I am, sir, yours, most respectfully,

. JOHN HARRIES,
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. Indian Agent.




REPORTS OF AGENTS IN IDAHO, 67

NEz PERCE AGENCY, IDAHO,
August 20, 1884.

SIR: As my third annual report, I have the honor to submit the following:
STATUS OF THE TRIBE.

As regards any advancement made by the tribe in civilization, I can only repeat
what I stated in my report for last year, namely, ‘“this tribe has reached that point
in civilization where it will not advance until some important change takes place in
the Indian policy.” Still the agent finds he has sufficient to do to keep the tribe where
it is. During a visit from an inspector of Indian affairs he remarked that ¢‘the Nez
Percés are as far advanced in civilization, as a tribe, as any one of the five civilized
tribes in the Indian Territory.” If such is the case, they should have power granted
them to enact laws for themselves, for use in connection with the ¢ court of Indian
offenses.”

There ave individual cases where Indians have for the first time taken up and cul-
tivated land this year, and in other instances where they have increased the size of
their farms.

EDUCATION.

There is no doubt but that education will rate as the most important factor in mak-
ing the Indian policy a success. But the instruction given the Indian youth must
partake more of a practical character. The Indian, be he young or old, is more of
an imitator than a student; hence a practical education is of more benefit to him and
more easily attained than a scholastic education. If he can read and write English
understandingly, and understands the first four rules in arithmetie, he is sufficiently
educated for all practical purposes for generations to come.

There are individual Indians, however, who show a desire to receive a more thorough
education than above indicated, and who have discretion and judgment—such I would
encourage to go up higher—while there are others who would use knowledge to the
detriment of their tribe. Such are only a hindrance to civilization. Both classes
are represented at this agency.

AGRICULTURE,

This tribe has manifested the usual amount of interest in agricultural matters. Ten
Indians have for the first time located upon and are cultivating land this year. The
crops are turning out better than was anticipated, exceeding by far the yield of last
year : .

COURT OF INDIAN OFFENSES AND POLICE FORCE.

The court has done a good work during the past year in correcting error and crime,.
The following is a list of cases passed upon by said court:

1]

23 Fines im-

®R
5 s Offense. posed and
oo collected.
17 | DrUDRKENNOSS «acaceaeaneaoaaaaccteasanancatosnmassensaramencsccseenosannacscansses $168 25
3 | Theft ......... . s 25 00
2 | Wife-beating .. . .- PO 23 00
1 | Plurality of wives...... 20 00
1 | Disorderly conduct .... 10 00
1 | Contempt of court ..... 10 00
B N0) ;) S 256 25

Amount of fines imposed and not as yet collected, $30.

I am pleased to note your estimate of the service rendered by said court, as also
that of the police force, as indicated in your last annual report, and hope that Congress
has granted your requests by making increased appropriations covering said branch of
the service.

Since I have been at this agency Ihave not found it necessary to call upon the mili-
tary to aid me in dealing with any breach of the “intercourse laws” on the part of
whites. The police force has rendered all necessary aid.

Now that Fort Lapwai is practically abandoned—there being but one lieutenant
and ten soldiers left there—my police force should De increased. There is no doubt
but that the presence of the military had a restraining influence over reckless whites
and Indians, and it may be that the absence of the military might embolden such to
commit overt acts that may brimg on serious results. With a sufficient police force
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and power to pursue and arrest offending whites outside the reserve, I can manage
the affairs of the agency without the aid of the military, except in cases of open hos-
tilities.

EMPLOYES.

The service rendered by the employés is more than satisfactory. For the first time
in the history of this tribe, or agency, I am able to report that I have an apprentice
who can run both grist and saw mills and make as good flour and Inmber as the white
employé; but he isnot, us yet, able to dress the millstones and put the circular saw in
order.  This will require an_apprenticeship of one year more, at the expiration of
of which I expect to place said apprentice in charge of the mills at this agency.

REMARKS IN GENERAL,

I transmit herewith reports from the principal teacber in the school, also from the
missionary, Rev. G. L. Deffenbaugh, which will represent the work under their charge
more fully than I can represent the same. )

Last fall the Indians hauled all the supplies for this agency from Lewiston, amount-
ing to 46,726 pounds, for which service they were paid $233.62. I purchased from
them and paid therefor for the service at this agency, as follows:

103 €ords WOOd. «anmen vee e e e e e e e eeeeae $463 50
22 toms hay - o e e 330 00
14,525 poundsoats.......... e et aie e e eeeececiaee e aaana- 204 55

Total - e 1,058 05

Last fall certain Indians hauled from the Clearwater River to Fort Lapwai 235 cords
of wood and should have received in payment therefor $470, but have received only
$117.05, and that in merchandise. The balance they will lose, because they are In-
dians, The following are the circumstances: The party having the contract to fur-
nish wood for the garrison at Fort Lapwai made arrangements with the sutler at
said point to have the wood hauled; said sutler engaged some Indians to do the
hanling, for which he was to pay them $2 per cord. When the wood was delivered
the contractor drew his money and left the country without settling with the sutler
for the hauling of the wood, on account of which the sutler refuses to pay the Indians
the balance due them, althongh the sutler-stated in a letter to me that they are to
look to him for their pay. A copy of said letter was furnished the military authori-
ties, the matter was examined into by certain officers at Fort Lapwai, and a report
was made clearing the sntler from all responsibility. At said examination but one
interested party was present, and after the result of said examination was made known
to said party, as received through the Indian Office by the agent, wherein it was rep-
resented that the said interested party made certain statements, he makes oath before
me that he was misrepresented. Thus, by the action of certain parties, the Indians
in question were defrauded out of over $3..0. It appears to me that all parties inter-
ested, together with their agents, should have been present at the examination, but
no invitation was extended.

Renegade Indians from other reserves come in occasionally, also Indians from ¢ White
Bird’s band of hostiles.” Their presence upon the reserve is detrimental in the ex-
treme.  The agent is not allowed to exercise discretionary powers in such cases. If
such characters are to be allowed t) remain upon the reserve they should be obliged
to cast off their blankets, wear citizen’s dress and have their hair cut. The most se-
vere punishment that can be inflicted upon a wild Indian is to cut his long hair off.
In this connection I would state that I have anthorized the judges of the *‘court of In-
dian offenses” to conclude their decisions with an order to cut the hair off of male
prisoners when it is worn long. The result has been very satisfactory.

Power should be given Indian tribes to enact laws regulating offenses against law
and order not covered by the ‘“rules governing the court of Indian offenses.” Horse-
racing, which is frequently accompanied by drunkenness and gambling, should be
stopped. Most of the seventeen cases of drunkenness reported were brought about by
horse-racing. Gambling in various forms is more or less practiced by the wild and
reckless characters. Borh vices should be met with summary treatment,

The missionary, Rev. G. L. Deffeubangh, has devoted his whole time to the spirit-
ual welfare of this people, and his labors are deserving of great credit. -

The general health of the tribe has been excellent.

Any person who supposes that an Indian agent’s pathway is strewn with roses, and
his surrounding all that could be wishea for, is sadly in error; still, with all the per-
plexities, compromising circumstances, charges preferred against him, and many other
unpleasant occurrences calculated to try one’s patience in the extreme, the agent still

L]
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|
exists and has abundant reason to feel grateful for the kindnesses and courtesies re-

ceived at your hands, and desires to return sincere thanks therefor, and through you to |
the Interior Department generally.

I remain, sir, very respectfully,
CHAS. E. MONTEITH,

- Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

NEz PERCE AGENCY, IDAHO,
August 20, 1884.

DEAR SIR: Your oft repeated expressions of syrapathy with missionary work among
the Indians encouraged me to act on Agent Monteith’s suggestion to send you a re-
port of religous work at this agency.

This is essentially mission ground, as witness yonder white head-stones beneath
that clump of locust trees, marking the graves of Revs. McFarland, Monteith, and
Spalding. The Rev. H. H. Spalding founded this mission in 15638 and spent thirty odd
years of his life in its service. His name is a household word among this and neigh-
boring tribes. During the few years immediately following his death several min-
isters were connected with the mission for short periods each, and since November,
1878, it has been my privilege to go to and fro over this consecrated ground. My re-
lations with the several agents who have administered affairs of Government here
have been of the most pleasant nature, and [ acknowledge indebtedness to them for
their many kindnesses, Our united policy has been, while keeping our work entirely
geparate, to be mutually helpful in advancing the people under our care in civil and
religous life.

The present membership (adult) is 447, divided into three church organizations, the
third having been added only a few weeksago. The original organization was at Ka-
miah, then the Lapwai church was formed out of a portion of its members, and now. a
third church has been organized consisting of former members of both the other churches
living at the North Fork settlement. At their own expense they built a small frame
house in which they worship. Almost toa man these are a church-going people, and
in reality the houses of worship have long been inadequate in their seating capaeity.
It is probable that both houses will soon be enlarged so as to accommodate all who
wish to attend services.

There are few cases of discipline except for conjugal infidelity and gamblingin
horse-racing. On commencing the work here I made Christian marriage a condition
to full church membership, and, as was to be expected, for a few years there were a
great many offenders; but of late it has been necessary to discipline very few per-
gons for breaking marriage vows. In the meantime all church members and many
outsiders, living in conjugal relations, have submitted to the ceremony of Christian
marriage. On the other hand, however, cases of discipline for horse-racing are on the
increase. Six members were suspended last year, but this year there will probably
be fifteen or twenty cases, when all have been considered. The agent has remon-
strated against the practice and I have preached against it, but to little purpose so
long as there is no law prohibiting wild Indians from engaging in it on thereserve.

There are connected with this mission two churches among the Spokanes and one on
the Umatilla reservation, with an aggregate of 211 members. The latter church is
supplied by two Nez Percé ministers, formerly pupils under the care of MissS. L.
McBeth. The two sisters, Misses S. L. and K. C. McBeth, one instructing classes of
men, the other laboring among the women, have done a good part in helping this and
neighboring tribes toward a Christian civilization.

The Presbyterian board of foreign missions expends annually something over $3,000
in condneting this mission, mainly in salaries, and in meeting traveling expenses of
native helpers in visiting out-stations and attending the stated meetings of Presby-
tery. The Kamiah people pay their pastor, Rev. Robert Williams, one hundred dol-
lars in addition to the salary he receives from the board.

I could proceed and write about Sabbath schools, Christmas festivals, July celebra-
tions, and other matters connected with our church work during the year; but, by
the time I have touched on some points of general interest, I fear the limit of my
space will have been reached.

GAMBLING IN HORSE-RACING.

The wild Indians have several different modes of gambling. There is the universal
game of hands (lohmet), which usually has betting connected with it, and the com-
mon game of cards is very generally played for the same purpose. But neither of these
games is engaged in by the better class of Indians; gambling in horse-racing seems to
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be the most tempting, and it is with that practice we have had the most trouble in
the church. According to my observation there is nothing more demoralizing to the
Indian character excepting, perhaps, drunkenness, with which it is usually accom-
panied, An Indian knowsnothing of horse-racing except as connected with betting
or gambling, hence I respectfully recommend that that practice be forbidden on res-
ervations, and that the infraction of the rule be included in the list of offense falling
under the jurisdiction of the Indian courts. )

By the way, that ‘ court of Indian offenses” idea is exceedingly timely and wise.
What you need to secure good service and satigfactory results is the payment of a
Teasonable salary, with the promise that the term of service shall continue as long as
the incumbent proves capable. I believe in granting a premium to experience and
in making term of office in all departments of State commensurate with the incum-
bent’s efficient honorable service. Until such is law and such is practice we will not
attain to anythinglike perfection in popular government, Beg pardon for obtruding
my humble opinion on this subject.

In this connection, I wish to commend your good judgment in recommending that
Indians be allowed to make homestead entries without the payment of the usual fees
and commissions prescribed by law. At its last session, I believe Congress did
amend the law, so that Indians can now take up homesteads without cost, the most
gracious bit of legislation that has been ground out for a long time. To the poor
Indian with but at few dollars at most at command, struggling against so many odds
to get a start and make a living, it will prove a great boon. And then it was unjust
to ask him to pay a certain amount of money to secure what he has always considered
his own by the right of prior occupation.

NEZ PERCES IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

In regard to the return of the remnant of Joseph’s bands now in the Indian Terri-
tory, I rejoice greatly at the success that has crowned the efforts of my brethren in
the East; yet I am humiliated when I remember that their zeal was not all accord-
ing to knowledge. In recommending the return of all, without distinction, to their
mountain home, they refused to recognize the fact that it is difficult for men and
women to forgive and to forget such hellish treatment as they were subjected to
when their houses were burned, their property destroyed, their husbands and chil-
dren murdered and their wives ravished.  Now by a wise provision of the Depart-
ment, I believe it is, those who were known to have committed such deeds are not

to be allowed to return, and so all trouble will probably be avoided.
* * * * * * *

PROPOSED INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL AT KAMIAH.

As to the question of reopening and enlarging the Kamiah school under church au-
spices, I regard it as another case of zeal not according to knowledge. For all prac-
tical purposes the location is too isolated and the expenditure of the same amount of
money in assisting a really needy people would be productive of more satisfactory re-
sults and at the sawe time be more in accordance with the spirit of philanthropy. It
is natural, of course, that the Kamiah people should desire a school in their midst for
their children, but were the matter properly presented to their minds, they would no
doubs gladly consent to do without, if the funds necessary for establishing their school
should be used in educating Indian children less favored than their own.

Yours, with great respect,
G. L. DEFFENBAUGH,
Missionary.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY,
Darlington, August 9, 1884.

Sik: In compliance with instructions contained in yours of July 1, I have the honor
to present this, my first annual report for this agency, but my fifth in the Indian
service, I take pleasure in calling your attention to facts and statistics which have
been gathered here by arduous labors, and patient and careful consideration of mat-
ters of importance since my arrival April 1. It is a far less agreeable though a more
important duty to speak of defects which need to be remedied in order that the labor
and exertions of the Department may be productive of the greatest possible good;
and it will be my aim to give you so far as possible a clear understanding of the
alc)tual condition of affairs here, our wants, and the remedies to apply to correct the
abuses.
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The most serious difficulty to the advancement of these Indians lies in the lack of *
power to control them, and the best results will never be attained until our roving
and lawless Indians are under complete control, and forced, not only to stop depre-
dating, but compelled to keep hands off of such Indians as desire to work. It is the
practice of the ¢ dog soldiers” to compel the attendance of all Indians on their med-
icine making, and on refusal of any one to attend his teepee is cut up, chickens, hogs,
and cattle killed, growing crops destroyed ; they rule with an iron hand, and their
will, right or wrong, is absolute law.

We have here 2,366 Arapahoes and 3,905 Cheyennes, making a grand total of 6,271
Indians. Outside of the United States police, a few half-breeds and the Indians em-
ployed in shops or in teaming, all wear blankets, live in teepees, and are uncivilized,
have the manners,-ways, customs, superstitions, &c., which have been attached to
their races for generations gone by. There is not one full-blood Indian living in a
house, except as above noted. They idle away their time, and those that have small
patches that they call farms, consisting of from one-quarter of an acre to 10 acres,
abandon their crops on the slightest invitation and go to medicine or a feast, which
keeps them away ofttimes for a month when they are most needed at home. I have
great faith that this state of affairs can be changed ; first, as I stated, they must be
controlled, and those who will work and wish to abandon their old way must be as-
sisted, encouraged, and profected.

They have here over 4,000,000 acres of land, and while it is true that a very large
majority of this land is only fit for grazing purposes it is also true and can very read-
ily be seen that it is not necessary to have a great amount of good farming land for
only 6,000 people, and that a large part of the 4,000,000 acres can Dbe practically worth-
less, for agricultural purposes, and still have sufticient good land for all their wants.
This is undoubtedly true of this country, but the small patches of rich land in the
bottoms are ample and will some day support these people handsomely.

‘All Indians that I have ever met, I care not how ignorant, know the difference
between right and wrong, and if told that the law is so and so, are as capable of
obeying it as whites, and 1t is a great calamity to them as well as the Government
that they should be allowed to exist and keep up their old customs and practices,
&c., when a simple act of Congress would so quickly transfer them into law-abiding
citizens. The lower House of Congress, at its last session, struck the key-note to
the whole situation, and I am sorry that the Senate could not agree that—

Any act which, when done by a citizen of the United States, would be a crime, shall be and is hereb,
declared equally a crime when done by any Indian upon or belonging to any Indian reservation, an
such Indian committing such crime shall be subject to the same jurisdiction, and amenable to the same
process that any citizen would be in like case.

This is not complete enough, but would have been a splendid start in the right di-
rection. They must conform to.the will of the Government or take the consequences,
and it is important that this should be made intelligible and significant to them.
The speedy punishment of the Indians who took part in the raid on Horton, and for-
cibly took possession of over 200 ponies in May last, would have gone farther to break
down the power and influence of the worst class of Indians, than all the threats that
an agent could make during the rest of his natural days. In these tribes, like all
communities, there are particularly hard cases, who succeed better in general devil-
ment than most of their friends, because they devote more attention to it, turning all
of their energies in that direction, and bringing themselves to bear on if with an ear-
nestness and assiduity that could not fail to render them prominent. The occurrence
of many such raids will go further to break down the power and influence of the Gov-
ernment, if the guilty parties are left unpunished, than anything that can be done.
These Indians ceased to be useful and became wholly ornamental when they quit
hunting and settled down here to do literally nothing. They should have been from
the start given to understand that they must work, and the power of the Army should
have been used to see that they did. I imagine that the thousands of hard-working
mechanics, artisans, farmers, and merchants, who pay.a large tax and have the best
interest of our whole conntry at heart, would be surprised if they could pause from
their work and take a fair view of the 6,000 lazy Indians, who daily draw their pound
of flesh, and the blood with it, hides and horns thrown in. At times I get discouraged
when I look over the vast work to be done here, but so far from losing hope, I am
only nerving myself to fresh exertions, and I know the best way to deal with Indians
is, to neither promise nor threaten anything that cannot be carried out, and to deal
with them always in strict justice, treat them as human beings, like ourselves, as
they have much of human nature in their red skins, and are, as I have remarked, as
capable of listening to reason, when the reason is good, as if the color was white.

Resources sustain nothing, but labor sustains everything. This is a good country
for diversified crops, but the importance of agriculture among the Indians has been
overlooked. I hope to organize the labor here so as to be able to produce all the
wheat, corn, sugar cane, vegetables, and fruits required to support these people. Ishall
not inorease the amount of money expended but shall try hard to get 100 cents’ worth
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of value for every dollar of the people’s money expended. Twenty-five good farmers
as industrial teachers with agricultural implements and wire for fencing farms should
be allowed us, for several years, and it seems strange that $300,000 per year can be
secured for the purchase of beef and flour, and that this all-important end to be ac-
complished is so neglected.

AGENCY.

The agency is located on the east side of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Reservation,
within 24 miles of Oklahoma, on the north side of the North Canadian River and in the
first bottom which reaches back to the high land some 2 miles away. For miles from
this point the banks of the stream are denuded of timber and there are only such trees
growing around the agency as have been planted in the past few years. The situa-
tion is anything but good, especially when there are so many desirable spots so close
at hand. During the rainy season pools of water stand all over this rich bottom land,
and with the dirt about the camps, it would be a stretch of imagination to call it
healthy. The climate here is mild, so much so that any one coming from the exireme
north would likely call it summer the year around. The nights are always cool and
comfortable. In the early spring the prairies and cafions are covered with beds of
gorgeous flowers, but the varieties are not so great as are seen in the eastern part of
the Territory. The surface of the country is generally rolling and in some places
almost mountainous, with few streams and less timber, and dreary to look upon, in
March when I first visited it, asthe prairies were bare, having been burned off; but at
this season of the year a drive on fine roads with beautiful and widely extended pla-
teans upon either side, rich in all the elements of fertility, is a pleasing contrast.
The high prairies only need irrigation, or an increased rainfall, to make them yield
luxuriantly, while the low bottoms can be depended upon to produce bountifully
nearly every year. The reservation embraces 4,297,771 acres, and is bounded on the
north by the Cimarron River and the Cherokee strip, on the west by the Pan Handle of
Texas, on thesouth partly by the Washita and Canadian Rivers, with the ninety-eighth
degree west longitude for our eastern line. The above rivers with their tributaries
give ample water for stock on almost all parts of the reservation, and with the ex-
ception of the sand hills, the grass grows most luxuriantly, making ample range for
large herds of horses and cattle.

The scarcity of timber is one of the greatest drawbacks, we have to contend with,
and one that can only be overcome by the arrival of a railroad. Think of going 15
to 25 miles for logs for the saw-mill, or wood for fuel, for schools and agency use, and
in so sparsely timbered a country. When I say that the military require for their use
alone 1,600 cords per year you can readily appreciate what we are coming to, unless
coal, &ec., can be brought in by cheap transportation.

CHEYENNES.

The Cheyennes are said to be the smarter race of the two, but in so short a res-
idence I am not fully prepared to give an opinion. That they are at present further
from civilization I am positive, and that they are insolent, headstrong, domineering
and hard to restrain cannot be questioned. They have never been whipped, and,
boast that they could wipe us out at any time—a matter that should speedily call for
the attention of the Government, as no considerable progress can be made so long as
this feeling exists and this element rules the actions of the tribe. My hands are
manacled and the dog soldiers rule supreme. :

The Indian question is one of great and absorbing interest to our country, and it is
to be devoutly hoped that the Army will be called upon to compel this lawiess element
to obey the rules of this office, and exchange their rifles and pistols for agricultural
implements, and settle down to farming, instead of continually riding over the coun-
try and depredating on every one who may come within their reach. It is a dis-
graceful state of affairs, discreditable to our Government, and should not exist an-
other day. Men that can fight as these have can work, and why a few score of young
bucks should be allowed to interrupt public travel, levy tax on herds and freighters,
intimidate, browbeat, and threaten the lives of people quietly passing through the
country, compel the attendance of their own people upon the occasion of the medi-
cine-making, whether they believe in it or not, under penalty of having their tents
cut up, their dogs, horses, cattle, chickens, &c., killed, and create a disturbance at
will, is more than a law-abiding citizen can understand. The relations of these In-
dians to the Government have never been cordial. Nor is it strange at all when we
consider that they have never been made to respect its authority. They are proud of
their own tribe and despise the Arapahoes. Part of their dislike comes no doubt
from the fact that the Arapahoes have stood by the Government when they were hos-
tile. Cheyenne women sometimes marry Arapahoes, but I am told the men never do.

Thbey make medicine several times during the season, which occupies several months
of their valueless time. At the medicine some véry extraordinary scenes can be
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witnessed. For the Buffalo and Sun dances a large number of the braves are selected
on account of their physical strength and endurance ; they strip and paint themselves
to the waist ; some torture themselves and dance until they drop from sheer exhaust-
ion ; not many stand it for more than a day or two without food or water. Their en-
durance is worthy of a better cause. .
The idea of a future existence, I believe, is general among these people, but it is said
if one dies by hanging they are forever lost. Their religion will change greatly as
they advance in civilization, but superstitions will cling to them for generations, and |
it will be many years before they treat their women other than as slaves. |
An Indian does not entertain the idea that girls exist merely to display fine drapery
and look pretty; they have a decided notion that they were born to labor; and of the |
75 acres reported as being under cultivation by full-bloods of this large tribe, hardly |
any of it was worked wholly by men. In addition to the above 75 acres, two half- |
breeds have farms of 100 acres, and the corn yield will be satisfactory. |
|

ARAPAHOES.

The Arapahoes are generally quite tractable, good-natured, and inclined to be pro-
gressive, but like all Indians, they lack adhesion and zeal and aggressive habits, and
in the tribe there are some who are as bad as the worst Cheyennes; and whileI have
laid little of our trouble at their door, I have done so because they are generally more
inclined to the right, and if separated from the Cheyennes would, I think, do much
better. Still, some of the depredations reported are traceable directly to them, and
while such reports are in some cases exaggerated, allowing a reasonable margin for
enlargement there is much that I know to be true that needs speedy correction.
The ordinary police work of a great Government like ours ought to be sufficiently
well done to render such scenes as are of weekly occurrence impossible.

Many of these people are insensible to their degradation. Their women possess no
will of their own, and would not be allowed to exercise it if they did. They are sold
at the age of twelve or fourteen years to the man who will give the most for them,
and they at once become his slave. They suffer beatings and general abuse, do nearly
all the work, and enjoy (?) the affections of their liege lord frequently with several
other wives. These remarks apply equally to the Cheyennes, who hold and treat their
women with the same iron law. They bear more affection for their children than
anything else, seldom if ever whipping them; but I am sorry to say that the same feel-
ing is not manifested by the children when grown, who not unfrequently chastise their
old parents.

The full-bloods of this tribe farm in a small way, having planted the past spring 422
acres to corn and garden vegetables; but I am safe in saying that not more than 100
acres of this will produce anything, owing to the fact that it was abandoned as soon as
planted for the medicine.

The half-breeds have good farms in the Oklahoma country, and will harvest bountiful
crops from about 200 acres of well-tilled land. They all love to boast of their large
farms, and the signs they make to convince me that they are ‘‘ pushing hard” on the
white man’s road are truly wonderful.

The sign language is most expressive, and should be generally used by all people.

When the military abandoned cantonment, Little Raven, an Arapaho chief, was
given a hospital building, which cost the Government $12,000, for a residence. ng
sleeps in it occasionally, but has his tepee in the front yard, where hisfamily liv€s.
Raven has a farm of 40 acres in the river bottom ; the land is'most excellent. In the
early spring he plowed it and planted corn, but at once abandoned it and left to lead
the medicine-making; the result isnot an ear of corn, but a magnificent crop of weeds.
A majority of these Indians profess a desire to farm, but most of them wish to go from
50 to 100 miles away from the agency, rather than locate close by, where I can see
and assist them, and known just what they are doing at all times. It is easily under-
stood why they wish to go so far from any seeming restraint; i. e., if the corn crop
fails the cattle harvest will be good.

FARMING.

The question now agitating the Indians is, shall we go to farming ? My proposed
innovation on their do-nothing every-day life is opposed by the extremely conserva-
tive class, who regard a change of any kind as synonymous with an attack to sub-
vert their people, and they are unable to see anything but ruin and anarchy among
the people in the following of the plow and living in houses, or, as they express it,
getting on the ‘‘ white man’s road.” But while this question is assuming so much im-
portance, and promises to be lively and entertaining, there are quite a number who,
if left to do as they please, will make good farms and homes for themselves and families,
while some others cannot be induced under any circumstances to work. If they can
keep body and soul together by obtaining in some shape the results of the labors of



14 REPORTS OF AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY.

others, as they say, they are not ready and will not be civilized, andjlook upon any one
who wishes to advance them in agriculture as their enemy. The lack of rain during
the summer seasons in the past has been a bar to agriculture, but as the country is
undergoing a climatic change as the rainfall is constantly growing greater west, I
am of the opinion that when the seeds are put in at the proper time we will have no
trouble in raising good crops on the bottom-lands, and when the sandy soils demand
rain for the growing crops it will come. It seems that the individual should be con-
tent to leave the future in the hands of God.

CATTLE.

The cattle business under favorable circumstances is a paying business, but it is
questjonable if it will pay the Government to enter into it on their own account, and
it is extremely doubtful if these Indians will for many years to come be successful
stock-raisers. They cannot wait for the natural increase, and if they are possessed of
a cow, whenever they are hungry and there are no stray stock handy they at once kill
their own. The idea of these wild beef-eaters raising cattle is out of the question
until they have made further advancement; still, there are a few exceptions, and two
or three full-bloods have small herds started. The experience of the Government
the past year should satisfy most any one that it will not pay to continue the busi-
ness, as out of 801 cows and 25 bulls purchased one year ago but 509 cows and no
bulls could be found this spring, the balance having been killed, it is supposed, by the
Indians, or died from starvation, as they are compelled to subsist entirely on the range
the yearround. Sevenhundred and fifty of these cows cost $37.50 each and the 25 bulls
cost $98 each ; the 292 cows lost, $37.50 each, cost $9,950; the bulls cost $2,450; add to
these amounts the actual pro rate per head of cost of herding the same for one year, i. e.,
$740, and we bave a net loss of $13,140. The results in some other cases have been
nearly as disastrous, and I am safe in saying that the loss of cattlemen by depreda-
tory Indians on the reservation was the past year not less than $100,000; add to this
the annual tax received by the Indians of $75,000 for the use of a sparsely occupied
range, and it can readily be seen that the cattle business has other than bright sides.
So general has this practice of depredating become, that I am compelled to note that
a returned Carlisle boy led a party who shot down seven oxen from a train that
was freighting on the western part of the reservation.

Twenty acres are considered necessary for each animal, taking the year through,
as there is such a small per cent. of winter range, and in my opinion it is only a ques-
tion of time when all stock must be provided with feed during the severe winter
weather. The expense attending the management of the cattle business is quite
large, especially during the spring ‘‘round-ups,” which might be described about as
follows, viz: All cattle on a certain section of country are collected together without
regard to owners, and the different cattlemen interested work extremely hard, work
their horses harder, and nearly kill their cattle in their efforts to separate their vari-
ous brands, as the cattle are kept constantly moving by some one riding through the
herd looking for their particular brand. At one of these “‘round-ups” in April last I
saw 100 men, and it was said there were about 6,000 cattle that had survived the
severe storms of winter. This manner of wintering stock is nothing less than slow
starvation, a test of stored flesh and vitality against the hard storms until grass
comes again. The skeleton frames of last winter’s dead dot the prairies within view
of the agency with sickening frequency. Still, this is in the heart of the great graz-
ing regions of the West, and, until we have a greater rainfall or can irrigate, the
country maust in the main remain a paradise to stock-raisers. .

The great loss of agency cows and bulls noted above does not include the loss of
beef steers received last January for issue to Indians,

The Cheyennes and Arapahoes have but 2,318 ponies and mules and but 1,694 cat-
tle—1,000 of the latter belong to a half-breed Cheyenne—which shows these tribes to
be very poor, considering the great number interested.

SANITARY.

The health of these people has been remarkably good, considering their condition
and habits. Their filth and general neglect of health invite disease as a natural
consequence, and if the cholera or any epidemic disease should get a start the mor-
tality would be most fearful. Cleanlinessis,insisted upon as being next to godliness,
but advice on this subject will be required for years to come. The romance and
beauty is all taken away from an Indian village by a personal visit. The dirt, stag-
nant water, offal from slaughtered beef, &c., the year around, makes a mess of stench
more than a white man can stand. In fact, they select most unwholesome localities
for camps, and it is a wonder that the death-rate is not greater. Syphilis is common
among them, most especially the Arapahoes, who have little regard for virtue. Be
it said to their credit that they are generally temperate, and I have yet to hear of a
full-blood who has been under the influence of liquor. .
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TRANSPORTATION AND LABOR.

I desire to give credit to the Indians when it is due, and it is worthy of note that
they haul their supplies from Kansas, 135 miles away. It is true the Government
pays them liberally for hauling the goods which are purchased wholly for their own
use, but this is a step far in advanece of their former life and will lead to better results
in the future. They must be encouraged in this way, and those who show a desire to
help themselves should be assisted in many other ways.

The young men in our shops deserve credit for their perseverance and steady habits,
and they should be paid ircreased wages as they become proficient in the trades.

We only issue beef and flour to these Indians; all other supplies are purchased by
them, from sales of beef hides, grazing tax funds, and the pay for their labor in trans-
porting supplies.

The education of the mind makes the training of the hand speedy and easy, and it
can be readily seen that the young men who have been in school and learned to talk
make much more rapid advancement in the shops, on the farm, or in other branches
of work, than those who have not had such advantages. The immediate demands of
these people is a practical knowledge of how to supply their wants, and the transpor-
tation of supplies, coupled with farm work, under competent instruction, is a good
school for them.

EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS.

The two Government schools from April 1 to June 30 were certainly little credit to
teachers, Indians, or any one else connected with the work. They were not more than
half filled, and the children came and went about as they pleased. In the latter part
of June the Arapaho chiefs issued an edict that their schools must be filled up, and the
dog soldiers were called upon to execute it, which they did be it said to their credit,
and for afew days before the close of the term that school had a good attendance. But
the Cheyennes having taken a dislike to the superintendent in charge of their school,
did nothing to build it up, but rather tried to tear it down. Like all other branches
of the agency work, the lack of power to compel the Indians to do as we think best is
fully manifested here.

What I have said of the Government schools proper will not apply to the two
schools controlled by the Mennonite Society. Their schools, although having a small
number of pupils, have been quite successful; but they want more children than they
can induce to attend, and the necessity for the strong arm of the Government to adopt
compulsory attendance is fully understood.

At no period in our history has the education of the Indian been generally and
earnestly discussed as during the past year, and the failure of schools to confer the
benefits expected has dissatistied some who are now led to question the advantages of
education, holding it responsible for the sins of ignoramce. But the good results from
school training can only be seen where the Government continues to instruct after the
pupils have left school, and I claim that the $1,000 spent on a boy at Carlisle or else-
where is of little value, unless it is followed with an additional expenditure of, say,
$250 per year for at least two years after his return in assisting him in opening and
making a home.

It is desirable that every child should have the benefit of school training, and we
have reached the point that fully warrants the Government in enforcing compulsory
education among these people. Every means have been used to induce them to keep
their children in school, without good results, and they can have no excuse other than
want of appreciation. If their children were at work and their labor necessary to
keep poverty from the door, the situation would be changed ; but I can see no earthly
excuse for their non-attendance, neither can Isee why they should be abandoned
when they leave school. The few good results that I have noticed are due to the per-
sonal energy and benevolence of a few of the teachers who have manifested unsur-
passed fidelity under most discouraging difficulties.

The heavy drafts for children for Carlisle, Chilocco and other schools, depletes the
agency schools and aside from the discouragement to teachers it is hard to fill the places
of children from the camps.

The industrial branch has been neglected; but it is my intention to, so far as possi-
ble, follow the wishes of the honorable Secretary Teller, whose views on this subject I
consider as pure and sound as gold.

The average attendance of children at school is as follows:

Cheyenne Indian boarding 8chool. .cae. oo coiiiaman it eeas 71
Arapaho Indian boarding school. . .. ....oceomamiimomi i .. 66
Mennonite mission ab ageneCy ... cuveeeme ioi e it iiie e aeaaa e 28
Mennonite mission at cantonment ...... ... ol 22

Reports from superintendents of these schools herewith, except Cheyenne—the su-
perintendent having left the service.
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RETURNED CARLISLE PUPILS.

The Government seems ready and willing to educate the Indians at school ; but after
a boy has been at Carlisle for three years he is sent back to the filth and dirt of camp
life with nothing to do or do with. If I could have my own way I would give these
boys a practical education in farming. I would break and fence for them 40 acres of
good land, build thereon a small house, and in other ways assist them to a start in the
world. One energetic farmer as instructor could look after a dozen of them and keep
them going ; the cost would not be great, but the results would be lasting, and in the
end, $250 that have been spent per year on each one while at school would not be lost.
What I would do would cost no more than to continue them in school for two years
longer, and would certainly do much more good, and render what has been done use-
ful instead, as in most cases, a dead loss. It canhardly be expected that the Govern-
ment will furnish all these young men employment when they return from school, as
blacksmiths, tinners, carpenters, harness makers, &c., but they can all engage in agri-
culture, and should, I think, be encouraged to do so. They exercise a most potent
influence with the tribe, the old signifying their approbation and seeming to acqui-
esce in their desire for more knowledge and better homes.

INDIAN POLICE, CRIMES, ETC.

The police force of the agency consists of 40 men, 25 Cheyennes and 15 Arapahoes.
They are not drilled or disciplined, and while some are good men many are practi-
cally worthless and cannot be depended npon in any contest with their own people.
They are only used to prevent the driving of unauthorized cattle over the reserva-
tion, looking for whisky peddlers, and in rounding up whites generally who are on
the reserv.. ‘on without authority. :

The pay of all Indian police is too small, and it would be better to reduce the num-
ber by balf if the pay could be doubled. They should have two complete uniforms
per year; their ponies should be fed, and full rations for themselves and families
should be issued to them.

The court of Indian offenses has never been established here, and I doubt its practi-
cal workings at tlie present time.

Few crimes outside of depredations have been reported. A white man was mur-
dered while herding cattle on the range of Robert Bent, a half-blood Cheyenne. It
is supposed that he came upon an Indian while in the act of skinning a beef, and the
Indian, to hide his crime, deliberately and in cold blood shot him.

AGENCY AND OTHER BUILDINGS.

Here at the agency proper are the agent’s residence, a one-and-half story structure
27 by 36, with kitchen attached, 14 by 14; it isin good repair, but the ceilings are too
low, and there is not enough room for a residence of this kind. Eight other resi-
dences for employés (all out of repair); a physician’s office, 16 by 30; a large brick
commissary, 60 by 120, with office in second story, adequate in every respect for the
business of the agency; a blacksmith and carpenter shop of brick, 30 by 85, both
roomy and complete; a large barn for agency work-teams, which needs repairs; a
stable and carriage-house at agent’s residence, 21 by 33; a saw-mill building, 23 by
96, not in good repair, but sufficient in size for all requirements; a corn-crib, 27 by
33—this building is nearly rotted down; a boarding-school building for Arapahoes,
60 by 120, much out of repair; a neat little brick laundry; a large brick school build-
ing used by the Mennonites for both Cheyenne and Arapaho children, all of which
are the property of the Government. There are also three large trading stores, with
residences. for employés employed therein; a hotel, a livery stable, and residence, a
printing office, and a neat little cottage belonging to and occupied by the agency in-
terpreter. Two and a half miles to the southeast and across the river is our large cat-
tle corral, 277 by 586, with scales and scale-house, all nearly rotted down and unfit
for use. To the north three miles away, at the Caddo Springs, stands the large Chey-
enne school, on a beautiful hill skirted on the south by a fine natural grove of black-

‘jack timber. Sixty miles to the northwest, on the bank of the North Canadian, we
have a group of old abandoned buildings formerly occupied by the military, but now
used by the Mennonites for school purposes; all of these buildings are out of repair
and many of them entirely worthless. Very few of the buildings of the Government
and none of the fences are in proper condition, and many additions to the Mission
school buildings are needed to make them convenient and comfortable, and to attain
the best results.

FORT RENO.

Fort Reno is only 14 miles southwest of the agency, on the south side of the river,
situated on the summit of a gracefully sloping hill. Itstands within full view. The
parade ground is in the center of the inclosure and is large enough to make quite a
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park. The large stone, brick, and frame structures surround it, broad graveled roads
with stone walks lie between the buildings and the grassy square, and on either
side healthy trees are fast growing to beautify the place. The residences of the offi-
cers, fronting as they do the drive about the parade grounds, are of brick and frame.
They are large square structures built in the southern style, with entrances in the
center, and appear large enough for small hotels with wide piazzas. They are beau-
tifully furnished. West of the parade ground a broad road separates the corrals,
wagon and feed lot, and runs south past the immense establishment of the ‘‘post
trader.” To the west of this and down the slope are the white teepees of the Indian
scouts and their families. This is a splendid little post, fitted asit is with all the
comforts for six companies, and as we daily hear the bugle’s melodies and the boom
from the field piece proclaiming the military day ended, we are reminded by their
thrill that Nation with a big *“N”” is a reality. Only alittle over 200 men are regularly
stationed here, whose duties include scouting in Oklahoma, so at the present time
there are less than 150 men at the post. Such a force to compel obedience among six
thousand wild Indians amounts to a farce. One thousand men would be little
enough, and I doubt if there is another place in the United States where they are
needed as much.
MISSIONARIES.

The faithful missionaries among the Indians seem at last to be reaping the reward
of their toils they have been undergoing for the last generation, in seeing a growing
demand all over the country for schools of instruction for Indian youths. The prej-
udice against educating the Indian is fast leaving the minds of both white and red,
and it appears that the labors of many who have devoted their lives to efforts among
this race have succeeded in making a lasting impression. During my short residence
here I have found the Mennonites who are engaged here most earnest and faithful
people, who seem to have but one object in view, 4. e., the raising of the Indian to our
civilization, The Presbyterian society have also had a young man here who has ren-
dered valuable service ; but the main purpose of all who accomplish any good here
must be to teach the Indian how to make a living. .

In conclusion, let me say that I shall carry out the policy of the Government as far
as possible according to your wishes and with avoidance as far as possible of all com-
plications with the Indians. I must, however, hope that the Government will give
me support, and consideration should I be unable to fill all their expectations. I am
profoundly grateful for the confidence which the Interior Department has reposed
in me, and in the future as in the past, I shall do your bidding, believing that my
transfer from Quapaw Agency is a compliment for faithful services rendered. I ask
your forbearance, trusting it will be extended to me, and hoping that each recur-
ring year I may be able to feel that I have done my duty and advanced the Indians
under my charge,

I am your obedient servant,
D. B. DYER,
United States Indian Agent.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CANTONMENT, INDIAN TERRITORY,
August 14, 1884,
D. B. DYER,
United States Indian Agent, Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency, Indian Territory :

DEeAR S1R: Upon your verbal request, I herewith respectfully submit a brief report
of the missionary work carried on by the Mennonite Church among the Indians in
your charge.

The school is evidently one of the most effectual means in changing the savage and
wild heathenish life of these Indians to a civilized, quiet, and useful Christian life.
Our school at the agency has had during the past year the desired number of child-
ren, varying between 30 and 36. The school at this place was opened on the 1st of
September, 1884, with 18 children. Our mission at the agency was established es-
pecially for the Arapahoes. The mission work at this plac was begun with a view
to extend it to both the Arapahoes and the Cheyennes. We had made arrangements
last fall to accommodate not less than 60 children, but the average number during
the year was only 21. The Cheyennes would not agree to send their children to the
same school with the children of the Arapahoes. They were, as they said, awaiting
t]:fl.e construction of a school building for them exclusively, having had the promise
of one.

In our schools we teach above all other things the Christian religion, as with the
acceptance of Christ and his religion the superstition and heathenish customs of these
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people of themselves fall away, and these being overcome, it will be a matter of little
consequence at all to civilize them, especially so as they are in their way a very re-
ligious people. But doing these, other means in bringing about the great change of
these people are not neglected. The children in our schools are taught the common
English branches, as reading, writing, arithmetic, geography. The majority of them,
especially the younger ones, understand the English language well and speak it freely
among themselves. ’

The industrial education has not been without success. If there was sufficient
work, the children were kept in the school-room only till noon. During the rest of
the day the boys were put to work in the field and the garden. The girls were taught
to sew, to knit, to mend, and to do other housework. Education in industries is of a
far greater value to these Indians now than literary knowledge. Give to the rising

. generation of these tribes a good school-room education only, and then let them return
into camp, and they most probably will be more indolent, more barbarous and savage
even than their ignorant and superstitious parents now are. To encourage them
to work we have given the larger boys the privilege to plant and to cultivate with
our mission teams some corn for themselves. Some have as much as 2 acres each.
Their corn is very good and promises a rich return.

In connection with the mission school at the agency we have cultivated 30 acres;
the mission school at Cantonment has cultivated 50 acres. Most of the work was
done by the larger boys, under the directions and supervision of the industrial teach-
ers. The value of the crops of corn, oats, potatoes, sorghum, broom-corn, and veg-
etables at both missions amounts to almost $3,000; and the expenses of seed and cul-
tivating the fields do not exceed $1,400. Besides this, the children learn to work and
see the benefit of patient labor. More than this even, the camp Indians will learn
to see that their lands, now of almost no value to them, are inexhaustible gold mines,
and they only need to learn how to get the gold out of them.

Another aim in view in our missionary work is to break up the tribal connections
of these people, which will do away with their tribal obligations and customs. To
this end we are making efforts to get individuals to live with their families in houses
at this place, separating themselves from their bands. They oblige themselves to
have no medicine dances at the station, not to take one or more wives to the one
or those they already have, to send their children to school, and to make efforts to start
a farm in order to provide for themselves and their families. Thereare now six fam-
ilies located in houses with us. Some are not doing well at all; others are trying to
do the best they can. Several have bought and paid for cooking stoves and make
use of them. One has with our aid fenced 20 acres of land, paid for the wire, and has
broken 4 acres.

A great drawback to these and other Indians, who perhaps wish to abandon their
old ways in order to make a good start in life, are their medicine dances. Whilst I
do not believe that these dances ought to be prohibited by force, as they are dear and
sacred to them, being a part of their religion, though barbarous and in some ways
even cruel it may be, I do, on the other hand, think that protection should be given
those who do not wish to participate in those ‘‘medicine dances” any longer, but
would rather tend to their fields and cattle.

The health in our schools generally has been good. A few deaths occurred, but the
children that did die were taken in because they were sick, in order to receive proper
care. This has anew shown us the necessity and feasibility of a hospital for the sick
children of schools as well as the sick from camp.

Although the past year has been one of many disappointments and ‘‘ buried hopes,”
we are not discouraged, knowing that these Indians too are endowed with an intellect
to be enlightened and a soul to be saved by the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
And the day will come when they too shall seé this powerful and regenerating truth,
acknowledging Jesus to be their God and their Saviour.

Thanking you for your unwavering kindness and aid in respect to us and our work,.

I am, very respectfully, yours,

S. S. HAURY,
Mennonite Missionary.
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K1owa, COMANCHE, AND WICHITA AGENCY,
Anadarko, Indian Territory, August 28, 1884.
SIr: I have the honor to submit herewith this my seventh annual report of the con-
dition of affairs of this agency.
The following table represents by tribes the number of Indians attached to the
agency:

Children of school

age.

Tribes. Males. |Females.
Males. |Females.
KIOWE «ac aeeniiei ticeaeatee e it aaaaencamnmecmaanns 528 624 80 81
Comanches .....vvmean e icieatiieee et iene s 573 809 76 87
N 1) 1 151 157 29 31
Wichitas ... iiiiiiiceiieeiieneraaa 98 111 13 16
‘Wacoes..... 19 21 4 5
Towaconies. 73 90 | 10 11
Keechies . 40 39 6 7
Caddoes .. 271 285 29 31
Delawares .. 27 47 6 5
Penetethkas (Comanches).. 80 85 10 13
B S 1,860 2,268 263 287

The Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache tribes are what are called ‘‘ blanket Indians,” and
are not as far advanced as the other six tribes. The Wichitas, Wacoes, Towaconies,
Caddoes, Keechies, and Delawares have been learning the ways of civilized life for
many years past, and are now almost in a self-supporting condition. They cultivate
the soil, live in houses, and dress in citizen’s dress.’

The Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches have, I think, made good progress since
they left the plains, ten years ago, and settled down on their reservation. They have

iven up many of their savage customs and adopted many of the ways of civilized
ﬁlfe; some appear in citizen’s dress habitually, and many others occasionally, but, as
no clothing was issued last fall, the pumber using the dress the past year was less
than the year before. Many of them cultivate the soil and have well-fenced fields
varying in size from one up to fifty acres. I regret that I cannot report the build-
ing of more houses, very few having been erected during the year. There can be no
doubt that these Indians are gradually learning and adopting the ways of civilized
life.

The Kiowas have danced less this year than usual, and they seem to have given
up their annual medicine dance, for as yet they havesaid nothing about it. The hold-
ing of this dance has always been a great occasion and considered one of their most
important ceremonies, for they have believed it absolutely necessary to secure their
health, and success in all their undertakings, either at war or in the chase. They
have generally gone out on the plains from forty to sixty miles from the agency and
been absent from five to six weeks. Onseveral occasions, since the buffalo disappeared,

. they have suffered very much with hunger while out, and I hope we have heard the

last of the dance.
AGRICULTURE.

‘We had a late spring, and consequently the Indians did not finish planting their crops

. until late in the season. An abundance of rain having fallen, the corn came up well

and grew rapidly until about time to commence throwing out shoots, but at that time
our usual dry weather came on and the late crops suffered so much for want of rain
that the yield will be very light.

A much better report may be expected hereafter of the farming operations of these
Indians, for the care and attention to be given to the work by the additional number
of farmers to be appointed under a late order from your office will add materially to

the result.
* * * * * * *

PASTURE,

‘When the heifers and bulls purchased for the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches were
delivered at the agency in the month of July of last year, to be held for their common
benefit, there was no inclosed pasture on the reservation in which they could be
placed, and I was compelled to turn them loose on the Washita River. Having re-
ceived permission from your office to build a pasture, I selected the northeast corner
of the Kiowa and Comanche Reservation, and, with the wire furnished, I built a fence
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on three sides, taking the Washita River as a natural barrier for the fourth or north
side, inclosing land enough to hold these cattle and any others that might be purchased
forthe Indians. Thenorth front of the pasture following the tortuous course of the river
isabout fifteen n-iles in length, in which there are a few intervening spaces that are not
a complete or sufficient barrier, and will require about five thousand pounds of wire to
make them so. As soon as the fence was completed, I had thrown into this pasture all
I could gather of the breeding cattle, and the tour months’ supply (1,669 head) of beef
cattle that had been delivered to me in the month of January. Shortly afterwards
fire was in some way set to the grass and it was nearly burned off. I was compelled
to turn the cattle outside, which I very much regretted, for I well knew what would
be the consequences, however active might be the small force of herders in my employ.
It is well known that public property is more likely to be depredated upon than pri-
vate, and cattle running at large with the Government I D brand upon them, and
known to belong to the Indians, would be preyed upon by all classes—by the white,
black, and red man indiscriminately. The result proved my fears to be well founded.
Some animals were found upon which the attempt had been made to burn out the
Government brand.

TROUBLE WITH CATTLE MEN.

Although the Indians have been quiet and generally friendly to the whites during
the year, a few of them have given some trouble to the cattle men who have leased
the grass on the sourhern and eastern portion of the Cheyenne ard Arapaho Reserva-
tion. The Kiowas have claimed that the Cheyenne line should be farther north..
This question of the division line between the two reservations should be settled as
soon as possible, and if it can be done, as was suggested last winter by Agent Miles
and myself, by the military running the lines, it will probably settle it for all time.
The Kiowas have also made some trouble on the western cattle trail by demanding of
drivers beef or money for passing over what they claim as their country.

The aftiliated tribes, as is known, laid claim two years ago to that portion of the
reservation assigned to the Cheyennes and Arapahoes by Executive orders in 1869, and
lying between the Canadian River and the Kiowa and Comaunche Reservation. Dur-
ing the past year the Caddoes, excited thereto by a designing white man, threatened
to drive out the cattlemen, who have leased these lands from the Cheyennes for a
term of years, and on one occasion a considerable party of Caddoes, influenced by
him, visired the different ranches and ordered off the cattlemen, burned the grass,
and destroyed some of the wire fencing.

SQUAW-MEN.

I had been nearly five years in office before I met with the common experience of
a United States Indian Agent’s trouble with squaw-men. Having had occasion dur-
ing the year to take action against one of their number, they decided I was not such
an agent as they wished to have, and immediately instituted proceedings by which
they hoped to etfect a change. There are some good men among this class who wield
a good influence over the Indians, but there are others whose character and influence
is 80 bad that it is futile to expect peace as long as they are permitted to remain
among the Indians, and as some of these last seem to believe that the fact of their
once having cohabited with a squaw secures to them not only the much-cherished
right—* the right to live on an Indian 