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Document _ fA 
CONSTITUTION OF THE KINGDOM OF LAOS 

May 11, 1947 

Text revised and adopted by the National Congress 
during its session of August 30, 1957 

PREAMBLE 

Laos, conscious of the role which its history assures it, persuaded that 
its future can be based only on the reunion of all the provinces of tho country 
solemly proclaims its UNITY and its INDEPENDENCE. 

The people of Laos affirm their loyalty to the monarchy and to the dynasty 
of HIS MAJESTY SISAVANG VONG, King of Laos, 

They declare that they wish to be governed by a democratic government. 

They present Constitution recognizes as fundamental principles the rights 

of the Lao, especially equality before the law, legal protection of the means 
of existence, the freedom of conscience and other democratic libertics, 
subject to the conditions dcfincd br the lew; it imposes as obligations the 
service of the country, the respect of conscience, the practice of solidarity, 
the fulfillment of family obligations, application to work and to instruction, 

integrity and observance of the law. 

? TITIE I - GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

Article 1 ; 

Laos is a united kingdom, indivisible and democratic. 

Its capital is Vicntianc. 

Article 2 

The emblem of the Lao nation is the red flag bearing in its center the 
traditional white three-headed clephant resting on a pedestal of five steps 

and svrmounted by the white umbrella of seven levcls. 

The national hym is the "XAT LAO" whoso music end words are cstablished 
by law. 

Article 3 ‘ 

The national sovercignty omanatcs entirely from the Lao people. The King 
exercises this sovercigirly in conformity with tho provisions of the present 

Constitution.
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Article 4 

£11 individuals belonging to races dofinitely settled on Lao territory 

arp lao citizens, so long as they do not already have anothcr nationality. 
The conditions for acquisition and loss of lao nationality are established 
by lew. 

Article 5 

{11 nationals of both sexes, having reached their majority and enjoying 
their civil and political rights, are votcors, subject to conditions determined 
by law. 

The official language is the Lao language. 

Article 7 

= Buddhism is the State religion. The King is its High Protector. 

TITIE IT - THE KING 

frticlo 8 

The throne of Laos is the heritage of the Crown Frince or of the male 
descendants of King SISAVANG VONG, in accordancc with the dynastic rules of 
devolution of the crown and the cvstomary law of succession to the throne. 

The King is the supreme head of the State. 

His porson is sacred and inviolable. He must be a fervent Buddhist. 

Article 9 

The King has the euthority to designate an heir to the throne as well as 

to revoke this decision. 

This designation will be made according to the dynastic rules of devolu- 
tion of the crown and the customary law of succcssion to the throne. 

In the event of a vacancy of the throne, an heir not having been do- 
signatcd by the King, tho new sovercign will be proclaimed King of Iaos by 

the National Congress on the proposal of the King's Council.
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frticle 10 

In the event of logal or physical incapacity of the King, determined by. 
the King's Council on the advice of competent medical authority, his power 
will be oxercised by a Regent, 

The Regent will be the Crown Prince, if one has been designated and if 
he has reached his majority. 

In the absence of a Crown Prince or in the event of his legal or physical 
incapacity determincd in the same manner as above, the Regent will be a member 
of the royal family designated by the King's Council with the concurrence of 
the National Assombly. 

The rulos preseribed in the three preceding paragraphs will apply when 
the King is a minor. 

Article 11 

The Regent will cnter upon his dutics only after having taken, at the ; 
principal pagoda of Vicntianc in the presence of the mombers of the National 

, Assembly and of the King's Council, the following oath: 

"I swear to be loyal to the King, to the Constitution, to the laws of 
the Kingdom and to devote mysclf to the interests of the country." 

Article 12 

While awaiting tho designation of the Regent, the King's Council will 

assume the direction of the affairs of the Kingdom. Tho same will apply in 
the case of the tomporary absence of the King from laos. In this ovent, the 

King's Council will be convoned permanently. : 

irticle 13 

The King sanctions and promulgates by Royal Deerce the laws voted by tho 
National Assembly in conformity with the conditions established in Article 

30. He enacts by Royal Deerce the statvtory provisions proposed by the 
Government and countcrsigned by the responsible Ministcrs. 

In case of the impossibility of convening the Deputics because of 
exceptional circumstances, the King, with tho agreemcnt of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the National Assombly, is authorized to take legal moasures by 
Royal Decree subject to subsequent ratification by tho National Assembly. 

Article 14 

The King is tho Supremo Commander of the Armcd Forces. 

He connot declare war without the concurrency of tho. Nxtional_Assembly, 
votod by two thirds of its cntire membershipe
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irticle 15 
Tho King ercates and confers, pursuant to the law, the civil and military 

ranks. 

frticle 16 

The King has the right of pardon and commutation of sentence. 

Article 17 

The King oxcreiscs his authority through the intermediary of the Minis- 
tors designated by him when they have reecived the confidence of the National 
Assembly. 

He presides over the Cowcil of Ministers. Whenevor he is provented 

from presiding, he may delegate the Presidency. 

frticle 18 

The King, besides his private property, onjoys the uso of the real and 
personal property belonging to the State and grouped under the name of "Crown 

Property", This property includes: : 

a. Real property: palaccs, mansions, villas, parks, forests, 

royal sepulchcors. 
b. Personal property: crown jowcls, muscums, furniture. : 

TITLE TIT ~- THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

Article 19 

The King designates the President of the Council, who forms tho Govern- : 

ment with the approval of the National Assembly. 

The President of the Council and the Ministers can be appointed only 

after a vote of confidenee of the National ssembly by a majority of the 
members present, not including Deputies who are candidate mombers of the 

Government, who do not have the right to vote. 

The members of the Government must, aftcr their appointment and before 
taking officc, take tho following oath at the principal pagoda of Vicntianc 
in the presonee of the President and members of the National Assembly: "I 
swear to be loyal to the King, to the Constitution and to defend it, to 

sorve tho country and the Lao people with conscience and integrity." 

In ease of a vacancy through death or any other cause, the King will 
designate a new President of the Council chosen from tho Ministers, who will 
present himself as soon ns possible far the approval of tho National Assembly.
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irticle 20 

The Ministors may be sclectcd from the mombors of the National Assembly 
or from elsewhere. 

There is no incompatibility betwecn the office of member of the Govorn- 
ment end the mandate of Deputy. Howovor, Deputics serving as members of the 
Government or being candidates for such office may not participate in a vote 

of confidence or in votes on motions of censure. 

The President of the Council and each of the Ministers direct one or 

more Ministeriel departnents and can initiate laws. 

Scerctarics of Stato may be appointcd under the same forms and condi- 

tions as Ministers. 

The President of the Council and the Ministers are responsible before 
the National Jissombly collectively for the general policy and individually 

for their personal acts. 

The President of the Council may be assisted in oxceptional circum- 
stancos by a Vice-President of the Council, who must havo woll defined 
functions. He will be appointed undor the same forms and conditions as the 

Ministers. He cannot be appointed from Ministers of Statc. 

The members of the Government reecive salary and allowances which arc 
fixed by law. 

frticle 22 

The refusal by the National Assembly to accord its confidence to the : 

Government, or the vote of a motion of censure, involves the resignation 
of the entire Government. 

This denial of confidence or this motion of ecensure may take place no 

sooner than twenty-four hours after it has been moved, and will be adopted 

only by a majority of the Deputics present in the National Asscmbly, not 

including the Deputy members of the Government. 

Votes with respect to persons will always be conducted by scerct ballot, 

but votes of confidence or on motions of censure may be conducted by cither 

scerct or public ballot. ’ 

The resigning Goverment will assume tho: conduct-of eurrent affairs 
until the installatian of the new Goverument.
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Article 23 

The members of the Government are legally responsible for crimes and 
offenses committcd in the excercise of*thoir functions. 

They may be indicted by the National tssembly and tricd by the King's 

Council acting as a High Court of Justice within the conditions fixed by 
law. The National Assembly acts by moans of secret ballot and by a two- 
thirds majority of its entire membership. 

TITLE IV - THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Article 24 

The National Assembly is composed of Deputies elected every five years 
by universal suffrage, under conditions fixed by the clectoral law. 

Deputies arc representatives of the entire nation and not only of their 

constituents. They cannot be bound by a poromptory mandate. 

Articlo 25 

The duration of authority of the National Assembly is fixed at five 
years. . 

The National Assembly convenes on May 11, upon convocation by the King, 

in an annual session of five months. The King may oxtcnd the duration of 
the session or proclaim its cloture during those five months. 

The King may also convoke the National Assembly in extraordinary scssion, 
either on his om authority, or on the proposal of the Council of Ministers, 

or on a requcst made by the Standing Committec of the National Assembly or 
by at lcast half the Deputics. . 

Sessions will be solomly inaugurated and closed by the King or his 
representative. 

Article 26 

Tho National Assembly is tho judge of the eligibility of its mombers and 
the rogularity of their election, taking into considoration the report of the 

special commission established by law. Tho Assembly alonc may acecpt their 

resignation and declare them deprived of their mandate. 

irticle 27 , 

Before taking office, the mombers of the National Assembly whose man- 
dates are valid will take the following oath in the Assembly Hall: "I swear 
to be loyal to the King, to the Constitution and to dofend it, to represent 
the poople with independemec and to work with ell my strength for the welfare 

of the coumtry."
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frticle 28 
& 

The National Assembly votes laws, particularly those concerning 

tho budget 
public loans 

administrative accounts 
personal status 

the revision of Lao laws 
the organization of the Kingdom 
amesty 

ratification of treatics. 

In addition, it studics in committee all bills and proposals of law 
presented to it. 

frticle 29 

The Deputies initiate the laws. 

They may also constitute special committees to handle all inquirics and 

investigations in the various administrations and public, scrvices. 

Article 30 

Laws voted by the National Assembly are presented to the King's Council 
to be submitted for His Majesty's sanction. Thoso laws must be promulgated 

within a period of two months. During this period, the King's Council may 
request new deliberations by the National Assombly. In caso the original bill 

is upheld by an absolute majority of the Doputics present, its promulgation 
will be obligatory. If this is not effoctcd within a period of fiftcen days : 
commencing with the date of notification of confirmation to the King's Coun- 
cil, the law will be promulgatcd by the President of the National Assombly. 

If an absolute majority is not attained, the remarks and observations of 
the King's Council will be considered as adopted and the toxt of the law will 
subsequently be cancelled or modificd, and the promulgation of the modificd 

text will take place in the mannor already stated. 

With respect to emergency laws, the period for promulgation will be re- 

duced to one month. 

fxrticle 31 

Jfter the closing of a session, the Stending Committce of tho National 
Assembly will continue to function, It is authorized to control the Govorn- 
ment operations and, showld the occasion arisc, to assume the confirmative 
powers of the National. Assembly sct forth in frticle 30, subject to subse- 
quent ratification by the National issembly. 

It will also be charged with the study of bills and proposals of law 

which are reccived after the closing of the session, as well as all ditios 
specifically entrusted to it by the National Assembly.
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irticle 32 

The National Assembly imposos inécrnal regula$ions upon itself which it 

may freely modify. 

At the beginning of cach ordinary session it clocts its annval Standing 

Committec. 

frticle 33 

Tho King may dissolve the National Assembly upon the proposal of the 
Council of Ministers with the agreoment of the King's Council. In this 
event, now elections will tako place within a poriod of nincty days. 

The new National Assembly must convene thirty days after its election. 

Article 34 

During the course of a session, no membor of the National Assembly may, 
exeept in the case of flagrant criminal offense, bo accused or arrested with- 
out authorization granted by a two-thirds majority of tho Deputics present. 

In the caso of arrest while committing a criminal offcnse, the National 
Assembly must be adviscd immediately. In no casc may the investigation of the 
case prevent the member involved from taking his scat in the National Assembly. 

Article 35 

No member of the Assembly may be persecuted or investigated because of 
opinions expressed or votes cast by him in the exercise of his functions. 

This parliamentary immmnity is also extended to all persons who print 

or publish the reports of sessions when these are not secret. 

Article 36 

The members of the National Assembly receive a salary fixed by law. 

TITLE V_- THE KING'S COUNCIL 

Article 37 

The King's Council is composed of twelve members, constituted as follows: 

ae six membors are appointed dircctly by tho King. 
be six members are appointcd by the King after having been 

designated by the National Assombly. 

The members of the King's Council assume office only after having taken 
in the presenes of the Gouneil the cath preseribad in Mrticle J1 above.
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Tho provisions of Article 25 with respect to the duration of the mandate, 
convocation and sessions arc applicable to tho King's Council except in the 

cases prescribed in Article 12. 

The King's Council imposes intornal regulations on itself which it may 
freely modify. 

Tho members of the King's Council enjoy the same rights and privileges 

as are granted to Deputies under Articles 34 and 35. 

The members of the King's Council reccive the same emoluments and enjoy 
the same advantages as Deputics. i 

The mandate of King's Councilor is compatible neither with that of Deputy 
nor with the office of Minister. 

Article 38 

The King's Council examines, pursuant to the provisions of Article 30, 
laws voted at the first reading by the National Assembly. 

It gives its advice on all bills and peapeenta of law and on all questions 

submitted to it cither by the King or by the Yovernment. 

The members of tho King's Council may initiate Jaws and submit their 
proposals to the National Assembly. 

The King's Council may in exceptional cases be constituted as a High 
Court of Justice. 

After the closing of each session, its Standing Committee will continuo 
to function, 

TITIE VI - ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIARY ORGANIZATION 

Article 39 

The provinces form territorial units. Their extent and organization 

will be determined by law. 

Cortain important urban ccnters may have a special organization. 

Article 40 

Provinces will be administered by a Chackhouong, or Chicf of Frovince, 
who will be assisted by a Provincial Covncil elected on a territorial basis. 

ixticlo 41 

Provinces may be granted an autonomous budget, whose receipts, expend- 
itures, administration and control will be determined by law.
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irticle 42 

The organigation, the avthority and the competence of the judiciary and 

administrative tribunals as well as conflicts of jurisdiction will be deter- 
mined by law. In addition, the law guarantees the independence of the judiciar; 

authority in relation to the legislative and executive authority. 

A Superior Council of Magistrates will be established by law to onsure 
discipline of the Magistrates who are not in the Public Prosecutor's dcpart- 

ment, and to determine the rights and obligations of the Magistrates. 

TITLE VII - FINAL FROVISIONS 

Article 43 

The revision of the present Constitution will be accomplished as follows : 

The resolution of revision may emanate cither from the King's Council, 
the Council of Ministers, or an absolute majority of the members crescent in 

the National Assembly. 

Every resoluttion of revision must be accompanied by a bill for revision 

or amendment. ; 

The National Assembly and the King's Council will solemmly convene in 
National Congress upon convocation by the King to consider the proposals for 
revision or amendment, The bills for revision or amendment can be adopted 

only by a two-thirds majority of the mombers present. 

The Presidont of the King's Council is President of the Tomporary Com- 
mittee of the National Congress charged with the opening of the session and 

the election of the Permanent Committec. . 

Provisions relating to the monarchic, unitary and indivisible form of 
the State, to the representative character of the Govornmont, and to the 

principles of liberty and equality gnarantecd by tho present Constitution 

cannot be the subject of any proposal for revision. 

Article 44 

The present Constitution will come into effect fifteen days aftor its 
promulgation. 

The National Assembly will be the final imberproter of tho- toxt. ‘ 
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